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B Y  M I C H A E L  F R A G I N

he score between New York City
political heavyweights now stands
at Silver 2, Bloomberg 0. 

Therefore, we can understand
Bloomberg’s response Monday afternoon
after learning that Shelly Silver refused to
allow a vote on Bloomberg’s congestion
pricing plan. 

“If that wasn’t shameful enough, it
takes a special type of cowardice for elect-

ed officials to
refuse to stand up
and vote their
conscience on an
issue that has
been debated, and
amended signifi-
cantly to resolve
many outstanding
issues, for more
than a year,” Mr.
Bloomberg said.
“Every New York-
er has a right to
know if the per-
son they send to
Albany was for or
against better
transit and clean-
er air. People
know where I
stood, and where
members of the
City Council
stood. They
deserved at least
that from Albany.”

In an episode
reminiscent of his
torpedoing of the
West Side Stadi-
um and New
York’s Olympic
hopes, Speaker
Silver held his

cards very close to his finely tailored suit
vest for many months. He asked for a
commission to study the issue, he got it.
He asked for the New York City Council
to vote first on the issue and they did. He
refused to tie the issue to the budget to
give supporters cover. Silver reluctantly
said that he personally supported the
plan after the press heavily criticized him,
and he picked up two primary chal-
lengers in the fall election. Even then, Sil-
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B Y  S A R I  N O S S B A U M

Keeping up with the Goldbergs in any Jewish com-
munity in the tri-state area is difficult, at best; for many
young couples trying to start a family and buy a home,
the exorbitant cost of life in the tri-state area is unten-
able. 

That could explain why over six hundred people
from all over New York took a unique opportunity to
explore the possibility of
relocation in an assortment
of Jewish communities
throughout North America.
They attended the ‘Emerg-
ing Jewish Communities
Showcase’ at the Grand
Hyatt in Manhattan this
past Sunday. A m o n g
them were Rikki and Seth
Rubin, a young married
couple currently living in
Far Rockaway; they hope to
move elsewhere. “Every-
thing is so expensive here,”
said Mrs. Rubin, who works
as a Special Ed Teacher.
“We’re looking to raise our
kids in a place where
schooling and housing is
more affordable.” But deter-
mining which is the most
suitable community for the
Rubins is not so simple, and
is what brought them to the
showcase. 

“The idea was to give

J E W I S H  S T A R  S T A F F

TV news trucks swarmed
Central Avenue Monday after
Nassau health officials
announced a case of measles in
Nassau County. An eight-month
old recently arrived on a flight
from Israel was diagnosed with
the highly communicable dis-
ease. 

Shoppers may have been
exposed last Thursday, April 3,
on Central Avenue in
Cedarhurst or at the Fortunoff
Source Mall. Specific locations
on Central Avenue include Veri-
zon Wireless, Washington Mutu-
al (WAMU) and the Aries Nail

Salon between 1:00 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. At the Source infec-
tion could potentially have
occurred at Maternity Works,
Gymboree, Children’s Place, Old
Navy and the restrooms
between 5:00 p.m. and mid-
night.

Measles is spread by direct
contact by direct contact with
nasal or throat secretions of
infected people; airborne trans-
mission is possible though less
frequent. 

High-risk individuals
include un-immunized pregnant
women, people with compro-
mised immune systems who are
not immunized and infants

under one year of age. Health
official said it is important for
people in those categories who
might have been exposed, to
receive preventative treatment
with immune globulin as soon
as possible. For more informa-
tion contact the health depart-
ment at 888-844-8657. Preg-
nant women should also contact
their OB-GYN.

Individuals who may have
been exposed to measles are
asked to call their doctor or
other health care provider, or
the emergency room BEFORE
showing up at those locations,
in order to prevent the further
spread of the disease. 

J E W I S H  S T A R
S T A F F

Stanley Kopilow,
wielder of a lone vote
against the majority on
the Lawrence Board of
Education, confirmed that
he will not run for re-elec-
tion on the May 20 ballot.
That raises the possibility
that the 2008-2009 board
could be comprised
entirely of parents of pri-
vate school students. 

Candidates for Kopi-
low’s seat have not yet
been finalized. 

Also on the ballot on
May 20 will be a proposed

budget that calls for a
three percent increase in
spending, but with a tax
levy that would increase
by less than half-a-per-
cent. The proposed 0.481
percent increase is among
the lowest in New York
State. 

Voters will also have
their say on referendums
that would authorize the
utilization of reserve
funds for two capital pro-
jects.

Both capital projects
would utilize funds from
the $29.2 million sale of
the Number One School
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Heading out
of town

Hundreds attend OU’s ‘Emerging
Jewish Communities Showcase’ 

See EMERGING, Page 8

See KOPILOW, Page 9

”The people
should be enti-

tled to open
government.

But not in New
York State. The
most dysfunc-
tional legisla-

ture in the
nation has once

again proven
itself number

one.“

E Y E  O N  A L B A N Y

The Silver
torpedo; tax
stability in
Lawrence

Michael Fragin is a veteran of many politi-
cal campaigns, at all levels  of govern-
ment, who served in the administrations
of Governors Pataki and Spitzer. He is
now in the private sector and serves as a
political advisor at Bottom Line Marketing
Group. He lives in Lawrence.

See VIEW, Page 10
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PROJECT FRUMWAY
Tzniut with a flourish
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BEST COLUMN AWARD
NY Press Assoc. honor for David Seidemann
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B Y  M A Y E R  F E R T I G

New York — Calling the notion that Israel
faces Palestinian opponents in Gaza “a big lie,”
Sderot Mayor Eli Moyal told a luncheon audi-
ence in Manhattan Monday that international
terrorists, including members of Hamas and Al
Qaida, are the ones firing up to 70 rockets a
day at his city. 

Calling Israel’s inaction “unacceptable,
illogical and abnormal” Moyal said it is not the
result of international pressure but due to the
fact that Israel is a “moral nation” that can’t
accept the possibility of killing Palestinian
innocents. He predicted Israel ultimately
would be forced to “clean up” Gaza as the situ-
ation deteriorates more clearly to “the point
when it’s them or us, and then Israel will stop
being moral.” 

Sometimes, he added, “it is immoral to be
moral ... because it’s costing innocent lives in
my sight.”

Several people have been killed and many
more injured by rockets fired from Gaza falling
on Sderot, a bombardment that has been
going on for seven years. Several thousand

Measles scare in Cedarhurst

Kopilow won’t run
again for Lawrence

School Board
Trustees, budget and capital improve-

ments on May ballot

B Y  A V I  F E R T I G

Sderot, Israel — The French have an
expression for everything. For a group of
American Jewish journalists, flown to Israel by
Israir Airlines to tour Sderot and see firsthand
the terror and mayhem of daily rocket attacks
from nearby Gaza, it seems the residents of
Sderot have just one expression that describes
everything: Mah La’asot, roughly translated as,
What are ya gonna do? 

Eli Edri, principal to the 600 students
attending Sderot’s Makif Dati High School,
uses the expression often. Particularly as he
presents the remaining half of a missile found
in a crater on the school grounds. Again, he
repeats, Ma La’asot as he describes a Dvar
Torah that went five minutes too long: just
long enough to save an entire class of children
from the falling concrete slabs of their collaps-
es classroom ceiling, which flattened a room-
ful of empty chairs following a direct missile
hit. 

In Amit, a Sderot elementary school prin-
cipal, Dina Huri, speaks quietly to explain the
stress and heartache she feels when greets her
students each day. “Everyone is the same,” she
says. “They are afraid. Every day is the same.

Sderot mayor says Israel will be
forced to stop being moral 

Fact-finding mission to
Sderot, Israel’s front line

Photo by Pat Cuomo

Jewish communities that
welcome transplants from
the overpriced NY-NJ area.

Dina Huri, an ele-
mentary school
principal in Sderot,
Israel, with a rock-
et-shaped tool
teachers use to
coax shell-shocked
children to describe
their fears and feel-
ings after rocket
attacks from Gaza
strike their city. 

Photo  by Avi Fertig

Under Sderot’s unfriendly skies

See SDEROT MAYOR, Page 7See UNFRIENDLY SKIES, Page 7
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E D I T E D  B Y  M I R I A M  L .
W A L L A C H

Dear That’s Life, 
As a local dermatologist, I

was invited to speak to my
daughter’s 7th grade class about
skin care and
sun protec-
tion. I start-
ed out the
talk by list-
ing the
major compo-
nents of skin. I
pointed out
the epidermis
and the der-
mis and then
moved on to
collagen.

A f t e r
i n f o r m i n g
the girls that collagen is respon-
sible for the firmness and elas-
ticity of our skin, which keeps us
looking young, I posed the fol-
lowing question to the group:
What happens when we get
older and the collagen layer gets
thinner and less elastic?

I was looking for “wrinkles”
as the correct answer when one
of the 12 year olds blurted out,
“you get Botox!”

OZI (ALAN) GLASS, MD
Woodmere

Dear That’s Life,
Some might consider shop-

ping for Pesach clothing a con-
tact sport by some. In any event,
it’s not for the faint of heart.

Trying on a dress I had
been eyeing in a store on Cen-
tral Avenue, I took a moment to
admire myself in the mirror,
except there was little to
admire; the dress did not look
great. Something about it made
it look better on the hanger than
on me. I decided to leave it.

At that moment, the cus-
tomer in the dressing room next
to mine, a young girl with a
high pony who looked way too
dolled up for 10:30 in the morn-
ing, exited from behind the cur-
tain and gave herself a once-
over as well. I was significantly
taller than she was, and also
standing at the mirror; she took
notice of me, and the dress I
had on.

“Oh!” she said, in a perky,
cutesy voice, “I tried on that
dress, too!”  Yippee, was all I
could think, but managed to
respond more politely. “Really?”
I said. “Funny thing is I liked it
better before I put in on.”  

Nodding knowingly, she
smiled, looked me over and
responded, “I think it’s made for
someone younger.”

MLW

Did something funny happen to you?
Something outrageous? How about some-

thing that “could only happen around
here?” Type it up for That's Life, hit send
and have a chance to win a great meal at
Burgers Bar! Each week the best submis-
sion to That's Life will be selected by the

editors and awarded a $25 gift card to
Burgers Bar on Central Avenue, one of the

area's newest and most popular restau-
rants.

E-mail submissions to letters@thejewishstar.com, with your
name and daytime and evening phone numbers.

All decisions by the editors are final. All submissions become
the property of The Jewish Star. Anonymous submissions will

not be published.

Burgers Bar is under the supervision of the Vaad Hakashrus
of the Five Towns and Far Rockaway.

Pesach
Patter

Kosher for
Passover pancake
mix, edible Seder
plates and “coat-
ing crumbs” — all
fodderfor joking
comment during
The Nachum Segal
Show Monday
night in a live
broadcast from
Gourmet Glatt’s
pesach ‘super-
store’ in
Cedarhurst. Segal
(right) was joined
by Rabbi Berel
Wolowik, head of
the meat dept.,
and store manager
Aron Hirtz.
Photo by Yossi

Tepper/The Video

Maven

Flood of joy
A sefer torah that replaced
one lost in a flood last sum-
mer was joyously received
at Congregation Beth
Shalom Chabad in Mineola,
led by Rabbi Anchelle Perl,
on Sunday, April6, 2008. 
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Looking For The Perfect Home? Imagine Yourself in a New Construction
View Plans for Arbuckle Ave./ Cedarhurst & Sealy Drive/ Lawrence - New Custom Designs

Call Susan Hollander for a professional consultation 516-569-4980 5
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KOSHER BIRTHDAY PARTIES
Celebrate At

BUY A $10
GAME CARD
GET $1500

WORTH OF PLAY

$2000OFF
PARTY

PACKAGE
(Kosher Parties start 

at $16.95 P/P)

BUY 1 UNLIMITED
RIDE BRACELET, GET
THE SECOND ONE

HALF
PRICE

516 599-7757
40 ROCKLYN AVE., LYNBROOK

(1 block west of Ocean Ave.)                     www.funstationfun.com

W/COUPON - EXP 5/11/08
599-7757

W/COUPON - EXP 5/11/08
599-7757

W/COUPON - EXP 5/11/08
599-7757

••  BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYY  PPAARRTTIIEESS
••  SSCCHHOOOOLL  TTRRIIPPSS
••  CCAAMMPP  OOUUTTIINNGGSS

••  SSWWEEEETT  1166’’SS
••  BBAARR//BBAATT  MMIITTZZVVAAHHSS

••  CCOORRPPOORRAATTEE
EEVVEENNTTSS

BUMPER CARS

VIDEO GAMES

LAZER TAG

RESTAURANT

BUMPER CARS

VIDEO GAMES

LAZER TAG

RESTAURANT

KOSHER BIRTHDAY PARTIES

OPEN
Everyday

During

Pesach
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B Y  M A L K A  E I S E N B E R G

Over 500 women and girls
cheered and applauded as 40
young women sashayed down a
runway at Congregation Beth
Shalom last week to the thump
of recorded music, inaugurating
a new line of modest clothing
while raising money to benefit
Long Island NCSY and Zev’s
Fund.

The goal of Project
Frumway, said Rina Emerson,
Associate Director of Long
Island NCSY (National Council
of Synagogue Youth — the
youth movement of the Ortho-
dox Union), “is to show girls
that they can dress in a stylish
and cool way but still be frum
with modest values. It was also
for fundraising and making the
experience fun.”

Josh Liggett, CEO of the Be
Precious clothing line show-
cased at the event intended “to
promote tzniut dressing in the
world,” he pointed out. “It’s my
way of doing chinuch, to help
girls find l’chatchilah clothing
that is modest, to look beautiful
and not have to change it
around and at affordable
prices.”

The seed was planted in
2000 when Mr. Liggett, then in
Yeshiva High School in Los
Angeles met Rabbi Steven Berg,
currently national director of
NCSY.  Mr. Liggett worked in
shul youth groups, was guided
by Rabbi Berg in his choice of
Yeshiva in Israel and continued
to either work or advise in
NCSY through his years in
Yeshiva University, until today.
The Be Precious line is a divi-
sion of L.A. Movers; a family-
run California-based clothing
business for over 25 years
owned by his parents, Andy and
Beverly Liggett. 

Shortly after Mr. Ligget and

his father launched the clothing
line, he approached Mrs. Emer-
son and asked if they wanted to
do an all women fashion show.
“I wanted to do it since the idea
of the line began,” pointed out
Mr. Liggett. “It’s a great way to
get the word out and lots of girls
want to do a fashion show in a
tzenuah manner.” He decided
on the Long Island area since it’s
a “strong NCSY region, I’m
involved here and I live here.
Most people in the company live
in New York.” The presence of
HANC, HALB, and HAFTR in
the area was also an incentive. 

Postcards were mailed,
fliers posted and a contest was
launched: women could send in
their own designs to be judged
by a panel of students. The four

chosen designs
were produced,
to be named by
their designers,
and worn, along
with other styles,
by models cho-
sen from the rep-
r e s e n t i n g
schools. The
models ranged in
age from three-
year olds in nurs-
ery through
twelfth grade.
After receiving
basic instruction

on walking the runway, with
makeup and hair done, the
young women, with varying
degrees of confidence and flam-
boyance strutted or walked to
the music of Azamra DJ. Food
and boutiques were set up in a
room across from the show and
the submitted drawings were
taped to the walls of the hall-
way outside.  

“People wrote emails or
called about the positive energy,
saying what an amazing time
they had at the event,” stressed
Mrs. Emerson. “We hope to do it

again next year, but we hope to
grow it, reaching more schools,
getting more teenagers involved,
more people from the communi-
ty involved. We didn’t know
what to expect. We are very
happy that it was a success.”

For more information on
NCSY programs for teens and
other groups contact:
www.NCSY.org. For more infor-
mation on the Be Precious line
of clothing contact:
www.bepreciousclothing.com.

Photos courtesy LI NCSY

Modestly fashionable
NCSY’s Project Frumway unveils new clothing line from Be Precious

Project Frumway Coordinators, (from left to right on the top) Miriam Rosen, Sheri Seidenfeld, Elissa Schertz,
Eliana Brecher, Jodi Cooperberg, (bottom) Laura Shafran and Aliza Friedman (not show, Lauren Kagan and
Sarit Sandowski)

Dalia Hoeningsfeld
and Ayelet Haymov
of HAFTR on the
runway in clothing
from Be Precious’s
new line. For fur-
ther info on the
clothing, visit
bepreciouscloth-
ing.com
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Don’t Miss
These Upcoming

Special Sections in

April 18, Pesach Greetings
May 9, Israel at 60
Showcase your services

or products to our loyal readers

To learn more contact our
advertising account executives

Helene Parsons
516-569-4000 x290

hparsons@thejewishstar.com
Ken Goffstein

516-569-4000 x292
kgoffstein@thejewishstar.com

DEADLINE FOR
PESACH GREETINGS

Mon., April 14th at 10am

We proudly congratulate

David Seidemann
for being recognized 
for excellence by the 

New York Press Association. 

From the Other Side of the Bench, 
his weekly column, placed third in the 

Best Column category
of the 2007 Better Newspaper Contest, 

ahead of nearly 170 other 
newspaper entrants.

Mayer Fertig
Publisher and Editor in chief
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Designer
Discount
Fabrics

Come Visit Us @ Our
New Location In New Hyde Park

• Upholstery & Drapery Fabric
• Custom Reupholstery & Drapery
• Trims & Vinyl Foam
• Slip Covers • Wood Finishings
• Workshop Open to the Public

Lynbrook
393 Sunrise Hwy.

516-596-9205

New Hyde Park
18 Jericho Tpke.
516-327-5565

InteriorDecoratorOn Staff

FREE
IN STOCK FABRIC

On All Jobs

QUILTING & DRESS FABRICS

Basic Seat Upholstery

$199

$35*

Expires 5/11/08

Expires 5/11/08

Expires 5/11/08

Per yard

Sarah’s Quilt Shop

Huge Selection of 
Quilting Fabrics

Cotton 
Poly Cotton

Satin, Linings

*Fabric
FREE

1,000’s
of

In-Stock

Fabrics

Outdoor Fabric

& Vinyl Custom

Cushion Sale

Still Time
Before

Passover!



verything happens for a reason. If
you believe that, and we do, then
technically speaking, there's no such
thing as a coincidence.  

That certainty certainly tends to height-
en the experience of watching little pieces
of the puzzle fall into place before your
eyes, as they are sometimes wont to do. 

A few weeks ago we agreed to take a
quick trip to Sderot sponsored by Israir Air-
lines — a mission to Sderot, as such trips
are known — to highlight the dire situation
there for the folks back home. 

We planned to focus attention on what

and on what wasn't happening — which is
to say, not much of a response from Israel's
government. 

We even wrote about our intentions in
this space and encouraged others to go
along. There weren't many takers, which
we'll assume is due to the trip's extreme
proximity to Pesach, but a small group
gathered, including executives of several
prominent and widely read Jewish news-
papers, based in Philadelphia and Balti-
more.  

Well, if you've heard that everything
happens for a reason, you've surely also
heard the one about men planning and G-
d laughing, right? 

At more or less the last minute — a little
more than 48 hours before takeoff — a
personnel matter arose here at the newspa-
per that tossed the carefully arranged trav-
el plans out the window. Our thanks to Avi
Fertig, a Woodmere-based writer and jour-
nalist for agreeing to step in on almost no
notice. His impressions, observations and
photos from Sderot begin on the front page
and continue on page 7 of this week's
issue. We hope to bring you more of the
same next week. 

Before continuing our story, we should
point out that Mondays and Tuesdays in
our office are hectic, to put it mildly. The
weekly deadline is looming and we don't
ever leave the office for events, meetings or
lunchtime appointments. Like many of you
reading this, we're grateful if we get to eat
lunch at all. 

Back to the story. On Friday, minutes
after pulling the plug on the original travel
plans and tying up the loose ends on our
excellent Plan B, an e-mail arrived at the
office with an invitation. Lunch, on Mon-
day afternoon, in Manhattan, with the
mayor of Sderot.

Coincidence? We think not. 

We accepted the invitation. The story of
Mayor Eli Moyal's remarks also appears on
page 1. 

There's no such thing as coincidence.
Which is why we went and, not coinciden-
tally, why we think the steak we were
served was so good, too.   

One other note. 
Many of our readers are kind enough to

point out that they notice the high stan-
dard of quality that The Jewish Star aspires
to maintain. 

It was very gratifying this week to learn
that the New York Press Association, whose
member publications include some of the
finest local media outlets anywhere, chose
to recognize excellence at The Jewish Star,
in the person of David Seidemann, whose
columns entitled From the Other Side of
the Bench, add so much to the paper each
week. 

columnist may represent a departure from

it like a pro, nonetheless. We're proud to
recall that we asked him to write many
months before he accepted our offer. We're
glad he did and look forward to seeing him
continue, b'ezrat Hashem, to go from suc-
cess to success. 

O P I N I O N
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CORRECTION

Due to an editing error, a
headline on the front page
of the April 4, 2008 issue
misstated the town in
which Rabbi Shalom Ros-
ner’s shul is located. Con-
gregation Bais Ephraim
Yitzchok is in Woodmere as
the article indicated. The
caption of a related photo
of the Rosner family should
have mentioned Eliyahu,
born last month, who was
not shown.

Don’t put off 
seeking help

To the Editor:
Your April 4, 2008 featured two very

prominent and difficult stories (Father,
boys disappear after mom is awarded
custody; and Questions abound after
Tranquility Bay rescue). Both were
important. A number of people who pre-
viously had not been reading The Jewish
Star now tell me they read your paper
because the professionalism and depth
has changed significantly. Good for you.

I suggest the common denominator
in these and related stories is:

a. Prevention,
b. Community education, and
c. Most important, seeking and

accepting professional help when it’s 
most needed.

Let me suggest that a good follow
up would be to focus on a, b, and c
above. The world is full of could’ve and
should’ve and, unfortunately, in situa-
tions involving mental health, not getting
the necessary help at the right time from
the right person can often lead to serious
consequences. 

I always use the analogy of cancer,

r”l. When a person is diagnosed, they
only go to a cancer specialist and the
best one they can find; they don’t go to a
general practitioner or any other type of
physician. And in the past 25 years, the
emphasis has been on prevention, early
detection, and treatment - and those
campaigns have been successful. So too
in mental health, the emphasis must be
on prevention, early detection, and treat-
ment.

Putting off necessary treatment for
any type of mental health problem due
to concern of stigma, shidduchim, or a
hope that it will go away on its own is
potentially delaying the need for more
serious and crisis oriented response in

future months or years.
DAVID MANDEL

Chief Executive Officer
Ohel Children’s Home and Family Services

Loose change for
Tomchei Shabbos

To the Editor,
Thank you so much for your beauti-

ful front-page article “Charity on Central
Avenue” by Yaffi Spodek (April, 4,

Letters

See LETTERS, Page 10
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Featuring Workshops in:
• Dance
• Jewelry Making
• Karate

Camp Includes:
• Outdoor Activities & 

Swimming at
N. Woodmere Park

• Weekly Trips to NYC to see
Broadway Shows

Choose from 6 Week Program
July 7th - August 15th, 9am-4pm

- or -
1 Week Intensive Dance Program, 

9am-1pm or 1-5pm
• June 23rd-27th

• August 25th-29th

Includes Kosher Snacks, Lunch & Drinks
Bus Transportation

For Activities & Trips Included
Ask about our Pee Wee Program.

1⁄2 Days for 21⁄2-4 Year Olds.

Summer
Arts & Fitness Camp

For Boys & Girls Ages 4 to Teen

Paid Advertisement 

A Special Report from 
Long Island NCSY

NCSY and HAFTR teens travel to Germany 
to create pioneer outreach organization with

Jewish teen leaders of Central Europe. 

On one block in East Berlin are elevated stones with names on them.
Some represent individuals, others families, and some represent whole syna-
gogues. The constant change in elevation makes it physically difficult to walk
down that block in East Berlin; what the stones represent makes it spiritually
challenging to walk anywhere in Germany. 

For ten days, 18 Long Island NCSYers chose to walk in Germany, rec-
ognizing the physical and spiritual challenges the place represents. Under the
leadership of Rabbi Aryeh Lightstone and NCSY they embraced the opportu-
nity and obligation to support fellow Jews regardless of where they live.

On the Thursday of Taanit Esther the group, half from NCSY and
HAFTR, and half from Lauder Am Echad of Germany, spent the day com-
memorating the horrors of the Shoah 60 years before in Berlin.

The NCSY Leadership Fellows, 15 outstanding HAFTR students, ran a
seminar for 15 public school counterparts in Germany. Careful attention was
paid to one of the numerous memorials set up in Berlin, the tombstone of the
Shul Bat Tzion. Although the German government decided to commemorate
the destruction and obliteration of Bat Tzion sixty years ago, the group cele-
brated Purim and Shabbat there.

Sarit Friedman, a senior at HAFTR, summed up the seminar eloquent-
ly when she told the whole group, “We came all the way to Germany to edu-
cate, motivate and to inspire, and I think we were probably successful in
achieving those goals. However, we came all the way to Germany and we were
educated, we became more motivated and we are now more inspired. We
learned so much from the Jews who choose to remain Jews against all odds
both historical and present.”

It is especially poignant that this work is occurring in Germany. Rabbi
Josh Spinner, as head of the Lauder Foundation in Germany, reached out to
Rabbi Lightstone to form a strategic alliance with NCSY. No one in the world
is better at outreach for teens then NCSY, he commented, and the recent suc-
cess of Long Island NCSY and its Yeshiva Day School missions to New
Orleans and elsewhere made working with Long Island NCSY a natural fit.
The teens that NCSY brought from HAFTR were wonderful role models for
German teens, he added, and the impact they made will be long lasting in
helping develop an effective and successful outreach organization.

To learn about how you can help Long Island NCSY 
please visit www.lincsy.com or call 516-569-6279.
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Our congratulations to David —    the title
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I spent my third year in
college, 1981, in a Yeshiva in
Israel.  While purchasing a
pair of Tzitzit at the Eisenbach
Judaica Store in Mea Shearim
the owner didn’t have the
proper change. He told me I
could pay him the balance of
ten shekalim the next time I
came in. Not having the occa-
sion to patronize his store
again that academic year, and
forgetting about the ten shekalim, I
returned to America without paying that
debt. I completely forgot about it over the
years despite returning to Israel in the
interim. 

It wasn’t until 13 years later or so,
while reviewing the laws of Tzitzit, that I
remembered the money that I owed to
Eisenbach. My wife, who was then my
“almost fiancée,” was enroute to Israel for
a vacation (from me). I drove her to the
airport, and asked that she go to Eisen-
bach and give him the equivalent of ten
shekalim. He must have thought she was

nuts when she presented her-
self in his store to pay off a ten
shekel debt of 13 years. A sec-
ond chance to make good.

I had an employee, a
lawyer who left our firm for
bigger and better things (a job
in Washington, DC, and a
marriage). Some six weeks
after he left I was surprised to
receive in the mail from him a
plastic Bic pen that he had

found in one of his suit jackets. Attached
was a little note stating that he had taken
the pen home by accident. It cost him
more to mail the pen back to me than the
pen was worth. A chance to make good
based on a commitment to principle.

Last Friday night my family and I
enjoyed the privilege of hosting Rav Mat-
tisyahu Deutch shlita, the Chief Rabbi of
Ramot Shalom, Israel. He shared with me
the following story, of which he has first
hand knowledge.

Gideon was a soldier in the Israeli
Army.  He came from a secular Israeli fam-

ily and was wholly non-observant. While
on active duty it was discovered that he
had a severe intestinal condition that
would ultimately require surgery. A fellow
soldier, an observant Jew, prevailed upon
him to visit Rabbi Deutsch, who suggested
that the ill soldier pick one mitzvah to
observe to serve as a “merit” during his
sickness. Gideon chose the mitzvah of
wearing tzizit. He did not observe Shab-
bos, eat kosher food or pray; he didn’t
observe any other of the 613 mitzvos in
the Torah, but he and his tzizit were insep-
arable.

Months passed and the surgery was
scheduled. At the hospital the surgical
preparation included the copious washing
of his entire body, changing into sterile
drapings and the pre-surgical injection of a
certain serum. The nurse insisted that
Gideon remove his tzizit, which by then
were charcoal in color. When told that his
tzizit were not sterile, he produced a new
pair and remarked that this pair had never
been worn before and therefore were ster-
ile. 

Gideon refused to enter the operating
room without his tzizit and the nurse
refused to give him the injection until he
removed them. The standoff lasted for
forty-five minutes. Gideon was wheeled
into the O.R. wearing his tzizit but without
the injection necessary to begin the anes-
thesia.  The doctor entered the operating
room expecting to find a groggy, nearly
sleeping patient; instead he found a bright-
eyed soldier and an exasperated nurse.

“Why is he awake? Did you give him
the injection?” screamed the Doctor.  
“No,” replied the nurse. 

“Did you give him the injection?” 
“No, I told you.”  
“Are you sure?” the doctor screamed,

red-faced.  
“Yes, I am sure,” replied the nurse,

who was now crying.  
The doctor ran out of the room. Five

minutes later he returned, shaking, and
crying himself. “Are you sure you didn’t
give him the injection?” he repeated. 

“100 percent sure,” came the answer.
“Thank G-d,” said the doctor. 
It seems that prior to entering the

operating room the doctor, an Orthodox
man, realized that the serum the nurse
was about to inject in Gideon was the
wrong one and would have killed him. It
was meant for another patient.

The Doctor had learned of the mix-up
on his way into Gideon’s room and had to
make sure, not that the nurse gave Gideon
the injection, but to make sure that Gideon
was not given the injection. In the five
minutes after which the doctor ran out of
the room he was able to confirm that nei-
ther patient was administered a con-
traindicated serum.

This story is not meant to suggest that
performance of a mitzvah guarantees sal-
vation in this world. Rather, it illustrates
that when one remains committed to his
or her principle commitments, the human
psyche can be comfortable with whatever
transpires.     

Everyday, our principles and commit-
ments are tested. If we surrender our prin-
ciples and commitments, we cease to be
ourselves. If we are not ourselves, what are
we and how can we deal with the existen-
tial? If a person remains himself then
whatever befalls him, is at least happening
to himself, to the person he knows best, to
the person uniquely qualified to deal with
the situation at hand. 

David Seidemann is a partner with the law
firm of Seidemann & Mermelstein.  He can
be reached at (718) 692-1013 and at
ds@lawofficesm.com. His column has
been honored by the NY Press Association.

David Seidemann

F R O M  T H E  O T H E R  S I D E  O F  T H E  B E N C H

A matter of principle

Following the
election of several
private school par-
ents to the Lawrence
Board of Education,
local newspapers car-
ried a never-ending
stream of letters that
castigated the board’s
every action. News
articles reported
accusations that the
board was a puppet of the private
school community, replete with
secret agendas and ulterior motives
reminiscent of the McCarthy era. Is
any of this true?

After almost two years, it is
time to determine if the concerns
regarding the board were warrant-
ed or based on fear and paranoia
rather than fact.

I believe that over the last two
years the achievements of our stu-
dents and staff are nothing short of
incredible, due in significant part

to the efforts of the fac-
ulty and staff and the
support they have
received from the
Board.  

Though there
is not enough room to
list all of the achieve-
ments of our students,
I would like to mention
a few. The Lawrence
School system can

boast that it is home to a Coca Cola
scholar, a National Hispanic schol-
ar, six students who were selected
to present at the Long Island
Junior Science and Humanities
Symposium, two Intel semi-final-
ists, eleven students qualified for
admission to the Johns Hopkins
Center for Talented Youth, and one
student who achieved the top ACT
score in New York State (one of
only eight). Administrators and
students alike at the High School
say that the atmosphere there is

enormously positive; truancy has
plummeted almost 60%.

The Board of Education,
under the leadership of President
Murray Forman, has completed
hundreds of thousands of dollars
of repairs, renovations and
improvements to facilities that
have been neglected for decades;
all while keeping our tax increases
to the lowest on Long Island for
three years running. In fact, this
will be the third year in a row that
the tax levy will be decreasing.

Lawrence now has the only
full-day free Universal pre-K pro-
gram on Long Island. This is
groundbreaking and places
Lawrence in the vanguard of edu-
cation in New York. The number of
teachers to students has gone up
over the last two years, which
means that there are more teach-
ers for every student.

At Lawrence High School,
previously closed bathrooms have
been completely refurbished and
made handicap accessible. Steam
traps in all the schools have been
updated and now function correct-

ly. The perennial leaking roof at
the Middle School has been
repaired. Gates and fences at the
elementary schools have been
repaired or replaced to enhance
security. A new playground was
installed at the Number 6 School.
The Middle School elevator was
replaced and the High School
auditorium refurbished.

Technology was upgraded
with the purchase of 257 desktop
computers, 13 projectors and over
60 interactive smart boards. The
new phone system is being
installed which will improve com-
munication and reduce costs. 27
new photocopy machines were
purchased to replace the District’s
leased equipment. This has result-
ed in significant savings while
simultaneously upgrading capabili-
ties. 

In short, the Board has done
everything it can to see a contin-
ued upward trajectory of student
scores at all academic levels.

For the coming years a $17
million district wide repair and
upgrade program is planned. Audi-

toriums will be air-conditioned,
labs will be completely renewed,
and fields will be covered with all
weather turf. Tennis courts will be
modernized. Our buildings, which
in some cases are close to 100
years old, will be brought up to
date to help students to excel. A
thoughtful and deliberate process
of evaluating district-wide needs
incorporated the requirement to
revitalize our school buildings
while being mindful of the fact
that without tax increases the dis-
trict’s 30 million dollar windfall is
not a renewable resource. 

While accomplishing all these
important goals, the board has
never forgotten its need to be
financially prudent. With the Bear
Stearns fiasco fresh in our minds
and the announcement that the
nation has lost millions of jobs this
winter, it is clear that the current
state of the economy presents chal-
lenges for everyone. Nevertheless
the board has been able to add
programs and infrastructure while
decreasing the tax levy for three
straight years. 

The concerns of all stakeholders in
our community’s educational sys-
tem are being addressed. Both
public and private school students
are receiving the finest educational
opportunities. Parents will see con-
tinued improvements in the acade-
mic programs and facilities offered
to their children. Taxpayers will
benefit from the Board’s prudent
fiscal policies and the achievement
of stabilized tax rates.

Men and women of good will
can and should debate the merits
of any path taken. It is important,
however, to review records free of
animus. A dispassionate review of
the record clearly shows that the
fear that public education will suf-
fer and funds will be diverted to
yeshiva students was totally
unfounded. The facts tell the true
story of the Board’s enormous
achievements.  

Dr. Asher Mansdorf is a former
president of the Lawrence Board of
Education on which he served for
six years. He lives in Woodmere.

Time to assess

Dr. Asher Mansdorf
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OPEN 7 DAYS
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& YESHIVA $theVARIETY
SAVE TIME SHOP LOCAL
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ONE                        SHOPPING

FOR                    PESACH

Make Us Your First Stop For All Your Pesach Needs

450 Central Avenue • Cedarhurst • (516) 374-9546
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$2oo OFF
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OF $20 OR MORE
With Coupon. Exp: 4/18/08

Not to be combined with any other offers. Excludes tobacco
and window treatments. One coupon per store visit.
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Hot Plates & Hot Water Pots
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“Always” At A Great Price!

Instant 
Hot Water
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Hot Plates
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Automatic Sponge Mop
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COUNTER TOP COVERS

E-Z to CUT
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$5oo OFF
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OF $50 OR MORE
With Coupon. Exp: 4/18/08

Not to be combined with any other offers. Excludes tobacco
and window treatments. One coupon per store visit.
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B Y  R A B B I  A V I  B I L L E T

Of all the depictions of
tzara’at, arguably the most fas-
cinating is tzara’at on the
home (14:33-54). The non-
anthropologist Jew who cares
(and doesn’t view tzara’at as a
curiosity) ought to consider
the consequences of tzara’at on
the home, even if tzara’at as a
spiritual affliction does not
exist today.

When a suspicious splotch
appears on a wall, a kohen is
informed and the house is
emptied. Imagine! Every piece
of furniture, kitchen utensil,
article of clothing, book and all
the food (perishable and non-
perishable) is taken out and
placed on the front lawn to
avoid being declared “Tameh”
along with the house if the
splotch is indeed tzara’at.

The house is closed for a
week, after which the kohen
returns for an inspection. If he
suspects it is tzara’at, the parts
of the wall where the suspect-
ed tzara’at appears are
removed. (Imagine having to
call the “TYVEK” people for
new insulation because a hole
was made to get rid of
tzara’at.)

The wall is patched - the
Torah describes stone walls in
which individual stones are
removed and replaced - and if
the splotch returns the kohen
comes to declare it tzara’at and
the house “tameh.” Anyone
who eats or sleeps in the
home, even someone who
merely enters the home
becomes tameh and must
dunk one’s clothes and person
in a mikvah to have the tumah
removed by nightfall.

There is a formula for
cleansing the home of tumah,
and after the contractor finish-
es his touchups, the family can
return to their home and
resume life as usual, having

not been there for at least two
weeks while their possessions
sat on the front lawn at the
mercy of the elements.

Many commentaries show
the Torah’s concern for earth-
enware vessels which, once
tameh, can never lose their
tumah status. Other items can
become usable again, after
being dunked in a mikvah.
While true for kitchen utensils
and metal folding chairs, this
does not work practically for
mattresses and couches, curios
and breakfronts, dressers and
bookcases. One would be bet-
ter off taking them outside
before the kohen comes.

Siftei Kohen (Shakh) asks:
why must the house be emp-
tied before the kohen comes?
Since the house is not tameh
until he declares it such, let
him come then declare it to be
nothing or tell them to clear
out the house before he seals it
(the act which makes every-
thing inside tameh).

The Midrash claims this
process is meant to teach peo-
ple not to be liars. If someone
asked to borrow something,
and was told, “I don’t have
such an item to lend,” the
tzara’at causes the borrowee to
empty the house for the world
to see, and the potential bor-
rower now sees the item the
homeowner denied owning.
The fear of such embarrass-
ment would cause a person to
choose his words with care.

In a lengthy comment
(14:36), Shakh paints a picture
of those who need to air out
their proverbial “dirty laun-
dry.” It needs to be done even
before the kohen comes as a
lesson to the person that there
is something wrong in the
behavior in the home which
needs correcting - even if the
splotch is not tzara’at.

Two points must be
emphasized. The first: we have

the opportunity to live com-
pletely virtuous lives. By avoid-
ing idle chatter and gossip and
other non-holy activities that
may take place in the privacy
of home, we can create holy
homes in which every action
achieves an element of sanctity.

The second: The Torah
and the halakhic lifestyle work
best for those who honestly
buy into it and live by its rules.
If tzara’at on the home is
ignored or painted over
(though this would not work
to cover it), the correction
process will never be
employed. If people know the
rules but pick and choose the
ones they want to follow (or
do not even choose to learn
more about the ones they do
not know), the system cannot
achieve its desired goal. The
same applies to the rules of
Shabbat, kosher, niddah (chap-
ter 15), prayer, modesty,
speech and gossip, and general
behavior between fellow
humans.

For some people, the fear
of emptying the house, making
holes in the wall and finding a
place to stay for two weeks to
avoid the tumah of the house
is an incentive to live this holy
existence. For others, going
through the process gets them
to change. Others opt out and
do what they want, picking
and choosing what works for
their lives. If a person is com-
mitted to being in one of the
two former categories, what
are we doing to insure that we
are constantly improving? If
we don’t see the hand of the
divine reminding us to improve
through tzara’at, what reminds
us of a greater goal to achieve?

Avi Billet is a mohel based in
the Five Towns. His webpage
i s
mohelformyson.bravehost.com

P A R S H A T  M E T Z O R A H

Formula for Improvement
Perhaps one of

the most storied
commercial slogans
was made popular
by an American
president, or so the
legend goes.
Theodore Roo-
sevelt, in describ-
ing a cup of
Maxwell House
Coffee a century
ago, was said to have stated
that it was “good to the last
drop.”

Maxwell House took the
phrase and ran with it, forever
to be associated with the senti-
ment expressed by so colorful
an expression.

To American Jews, howev-
er, Maxwell House became
associated with another institu-
tion that was to forever become
a hallmark, The Maxwell House
Haggadah.

A newly published edition
of the Haggadah contains the
complete story of the unique
Pesach saga, with the history of
the personalities and circum-
stances that led to the corpo-
rate decision to publish that
Seder standby.

My People’s Passover Hag-
gadah is published by Jewish
Lights Publishing as a two vol-
ume set featuring essays detail-
ing various historical, theologi-
cal and spiritual aspects of
proper Pesach observance, as
well as nine concurrent text ori-
ented commentaries. These are
set alongside and around the
centered text, Talmud style.
Their aim is to teach the reader
and Seder participant the
“deeper” meaning of the holi-
day and its attendant rituals.

The Maxwell House
episode that caught my fancy is
found among the opening
essays and lends an air of light
and breezy reading to this aca-
demic work. The historical role
of the Pesach Seder and the
Hagadah in America is framed
by the role played by famed

Jewish ad firm
Joseph Jacobs
Advertising, which
helped turn a litur-
gical work into a
commercial master-
piece.

Since the
1930’s, this
Hagadah has found
its way into millions
of homes, schools,

senior citizens centers, jails,
and into every U.S. military
campaign. This Hagadah
remains available to this day,
under the hand of Joseph
Jacobs CEO Elie Rosenfeld, to
serve the ever-growing needs of
an ever-growing observant Jew-
ish community.

My People’s Passover Hag-
gadah is a superb learning tool
about the history of one of the
most popular Jewish books in
our spiritual repertoire, as well
as a unique compilation of
quality writings about this pre-
cious holiday.

Two other books related to
the Pesach holiday that I wish
to bring to your attention are,
“Rejoice in your Festivals” by
Rabbi Zvi Dov Kanotopsky a”h,
published by Urim Publications;
and The Haggadah by Joseph
Tabory, published by The Jew-
ish Publications Society.

Rabbi Kanotopsky was
active in the rabbinate from the
mid-40’s to the early 70’s. He
served the Jewish communities
in Crown Heights and later
West Hempstead before moving
to Israel. He was a leading dar-
shan and talmid chochom and
rosh yeshiva at Yeshiva Univer-
sity High School. He is best
remembered for his unique ser-
mons whose special flavor is
featured in the book under
review here.

What makes this book so
special is how the rabbi blends
the religious content of the
drosho with the events of the
day. Given the tense tenor of
our own times, this work helps

us to better appreciate the task
rabbis face weekly in attempt-
ing to apply our Torah to con-
temporary events and personal-
ities. It does so in a manner
that brings dignity to our reli-
gious teachings, and helps to
comfort us in difficult times.

The readings for the
Pesach season play a prominent
role at the beginning of this
volume, and I specifically draw
your attention to them. In read-
ing them please make special
note as to when they were
delivered. This will enhance
your understanding of the
rabbi’s intent and better appre-
ciate what faced our people
during a most difficult period
of time.

The Jewish Publication
Society has brought forth a
highly academic, scholarly vol-
ume - 154 pages in total. A
third of that consists of the
Hagadah text with a sparse
commentary within the text
itself.

A fuller treatment is
reserved in what appears,
because of its placement, as an
introduction rather than a com-
mentary about the Seder text
and ritual. It is highly scholastic
and footnoted and altogether
highly unlikely, given its steep
price, to be a candidate for
placement at the Seder table
itself, subject to assault by wine
and matzo crumbs. I would
hope that in the future the JPS
would consider a more user-
friendly edition.

As you prepare for Pesach
the Kosher Bookworm urges
you to consider these sugges-
tions and hopes to see you next
week with a final list of books
for your holiday enjoyment.

Shabbat Shalom.

Alan Jay Gerber is a retired
New York City public school
teacher who served on Brook-
lyn’s School Board #20 from
1973 to 1989. He lives in
Cedarhurst. 

K O S H E R  B O O K W O R M

A Haggadah triple play

Alan Jay Gerber
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Avi Newmark
Managing Director
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Jackie Friedman
Licensed Sales Associate
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www. weissmanrealty.com

Hewlett 
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Designed
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Master Suite
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SAVE EEE 
$50

The Perfect Touch
Save now on Hunter Douglas Duette® honeycomb shades 

or Vignette® Modern Roman Shades with the PowerRise® 

remote-control lifting system. Ideal for tall or hard-to-

reach windows, the PowerRise  system lets you easily 

raise and lower your shades at the touch of a button.

Offer valid March 1 – May 31, 2008. 
Manufacturer’s rebate. Limits and 
restrictions apply. Ask for details.

SAVE 

DON’T DELAY.
OFFER ENDS SOON!

EEE 
$50

Vignette® 
Modern Roman Shades with 

PowerRise Platinum Technology

Duette® 
honeycomb shades with 

PowerRise® Platinum™ Technology

PER UNIT (4 unit max)

© 2008 Hunter Douglas, Inc. ® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas, Inc.

Lenny Koegel • 516-594-6010
Serving the Five Towns and surrounding areas since 1988

www.distinctivewindowfashions.com

Save now on Hunter Douglas Duette® honeycomb shades or
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades with the PowerRise®

remote-control lifting system. Ideal for tall or hard-to-reach 
windows, the PowerRise system lets you easily raise and lower
your shades at the touch of a button.

Sun, Apr 13 at 4 pm  The Town Hall presents
A Passover Concert Celebration for the entire family!

THE KLEZMATICS WITH SPECIAL GUEST

JOSHUA NELSON:
“BROTHER MOSES 
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WATER”

TicketMaster: 
212-307-4100

ticketmaster.com
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212-840-2824
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people have moved out of the
city. 

Moyal said “100 percent” of
the children in his city are suf-
fering from post-traumatic stress
disorder. “It means you’re going
to sleep with your parents again.
It means you’re not going to ride
your bike again.”

Cafes and theaters in
Sderot have shut down, and
elderly people like his 85 year-
old mother never leave the safe-
ty of bomb shelters because they
can’t move quickly enough in
the event of an attack. 

A balloon tethered above
the city sounds the alarm when
a launch is sighted giving resi-
dents 15-20 seconds to take
cover. 

For everyone else, normal
everyday activities pose a gam-
ble.

“When I drive a car in
Sderot I am always calculating”
if the alarm sounds will there be
time to get out of the car and
reach shelter? He said. “It’s
roulette.” 

Moyal bitterly rejected the
argument that there is no mili-
tary solution to the rocket bom-
bardment on Sderot. “I laugh.

Then why the hell did we build
the best army in the Middle
East?”

Left to resolve itself, Moyal
said, “I can 100 percent guaran-
tee that a terrorist state will be
established in the Gaza Strip”
that will affect not only Israel
but also the U.S. and Europe. 

“If Sderot will fall Israel will
fall, because the next city will be
Ashkelon, then Holon, then Tel
Aviv,” the mayor said. 

Moyal spoke at a event at
Abigael’s restaurant sponsored
by the issue campaign consul-
tancy firm the Ballabon Group,
G.S.S. Investigations, and YCT

Rabbinical School.
“I think he expressed pain. I

hear the frustration,” said
Chaim Leibtag of Far Rockaway,
COO of the National Council of
Young Israel, who attended the
lunch. “It appears that a lot of
people are doing - but we’re not
doing enough to stop the prob-
lem. We need to understand the
impact on children,” of the
seven year bombardment. “A 14
year-old only knows terror, a 21
year-old only knows terror. And
a seven year-old? What does he
know?”

Photo by Josh Shpayher

Sderot Mayor Eli Moyal (third from left) with Jeffrey Ballabon (second from left) and other luncheon attendees.

SDEROT MAYOR SAYS ISRAEL WILL BE FORCED
TO STOP BEING MORAL 

Continued from Page One

Photo by Josh Shpayher

Sderot Mayor Eli Moyal speaks with Jeffrey Ballabon and others.

Every hour, all day long.” Their
fears are the falling missiles that
come at random and the jarring
alarms that offer a microscopic
respite of 20 seconds to flee
harm’s way. 

Ms. Huri’s answer to the
students’ terror is small but
effective. A walled-off corner in
the school basement has a sign
on the door: Cheder Shaalva, a
room of comfort, which the chil-
dren describe as a haven. One
by one, on Ms. Huri’s urging,
the girls describe to a guest their
situation at home and why this
room plays such an important
part in their daily routine. One
girl lives on the top floor of her
apartment building, and must
run, sometimes half a dozen
times in a night, with her family,
to the building’s basement mik-
lat, bomb shelter. Another girl
hasn’t slept in her own bed since
the rockets began falling seven
years ago. “I sleep on the couch
in the living room,” she says.
The living room “feels safer.”

In the corner of the comfort
room is a large rocket-shaped
ruler made of white foam-
backed poster board. The rock-
et, Ms. Huri explains, lets the
girls describe how afraid they
feel that day. There’s a yellow
smiley drawn next to the first
line of the ruler. Next to the
fifth line is an expressionless
face. “No fear, but no smile,”
Ms. Huri interprets. The top
line, by now the pattern emerg-
ing, is represented with a
descriptive ‘frown-y’ face. “Yael,”
Ms. Huri said to the girl sitting
next to the rocket, “how do you
feel today?” Yael points to the
face next to the fifth line. Mah
La’asot. 

Robin and Lawrence Der-
mer are in Israel to record their
dream: a music album, in honor
of Israel’s 60th Birthday, of “We
Are the World” proportion.
Lawrence is a renowned pop
producer, best known for his
work with Madonna and other
artists. His project, his dream,
he and Robin say, is sponsored
by Israir and by pre-arrange-

ment, crossed paths with the
journalist delegation. The small
group looked on as Lawrence
was teaching Ms. Huri’s fifth
grade the chorus of his peace
anthem titled, “We are strong.”

Within the hour, hundreds
of children are watching
Lawrence’s newest artists; quick
learners indeed, perform his
anthem on an auditorium stage.
As they sing along with
Lawrence and his newly enlisted
chorus of Amit students the
auditorium lights suddenly flash
on, bathing the cheering stu-
dents in harsh fluorescent
white.

To visitors the random
lighting malfunction is meaning-
less. But in the same instant, the
room falls into chaos. Some
children stand motionless in
front of their seats, others sit,
fidgeting, with panicked expres-
sions. Many scream, and the
juxtaposition of “We are strong”
and the palpable unwinding
sanity in the room is unnerving.
And then it is over. The lights
shut off and the show went on.

Mah La’asot takes different
forms in Sderot. Rabbi Dovid
Fendel’s is most ambitious.
“We’re building buildings faster
than they can destroy them,”
the rosh yeshiva of the Sderot
Yeshiva Hesder says, leading the

journalists up the roughhewn
stairs of his new, double-rein-
forced concrete Beit Midrash.
The Long Island-born rabbi
points to a row of seemingly
abandoned one-story structures.
“They are empty,” he confirms.
These are former dorm rooms
deemed unsafe for habitation.
“They can’t withstand a rocket
blast,” he explains. “Blast-wor-
thy” is the most rigid building
code in Sderot.

“The Palestinians are trying
to make Sderot a ghost town,”
he says defiantly. “What are we
going to do?” Ma La’asot. His
usage has none of the wry
inflection Israelis reserve for
outsiders when explaining their
wacky, upside down world. 

What are we going to do?
He said, “For every Kassam, we
build another story. For every
Kassam, another settlement.
They should see we are not
afraid.”

Mah La’asot? 
“A building made of 1,500

tons of cement,” says Rabbi
Fendel. 

The Jewish Star thanks our
advertising partner Talk N Save
for providing telephone services
for this Mission to Sderot. 

UNDER SDEROT’S UNFRIENDLY SKIES
Continued from Page One

Photo by Avi Fertig
High School principal Eli Edri with half of a missile that flattened a
classroom as students heard a lengthy Dvar Torah elsewhere. 
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LLuxurious homes to
entertain company inside…

EXCLUSIVE MARKETING AND SALES AGENT: THE MARKETING DIRECTORS, INC. 
Sponsor: Chester 360 Central Avenue, LLC. The complete offering terms are available in an offering plan from new Sponsor.

The Plaza
360 CENTRAL AVENUE 
LAWRENCE, NEW YORK 11559
PHONE: 516.295.3605  WWW.THEPLAZA360CENTRAL.COM

The Plaza is the perfect place to live in the Five Towns, featuring 
the ultimate in elegance and sophistication.

No Board Approval • Luxurious Cooperative Residences
All homes renovated with new kitchen and bathrooms.
1 BR, 1 BATH: WINDOWED EIK FROM $347,500 

1 BR, 1.5 BATH: WINDOWED EIK FROM $440,000
2 BR, 2 BATH: WINDOWED EIK FROM $595,000

2 BR, 2 BATH: WINDOWED EIK & FDR FROM $670,000
3 BR, 3 BATH: WINDOWED EIK & FDR FROM $835,000 

Brokers Welcome-Appointment Recommended.

and out.

• 24 hour doorman
• Private swimming pool
• Stainless steel 

appliances
• Granite countertops

• Extra storage space
• Balconies
• Secure indoor parking
• Walk to shopping 

and dining

• Nearby golf and country 
clubs, and beach

• Short distance to 
Lawrence and Cedarhurst 
train stations
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people the opportunity to see
what kind of communities are
out there,” explained Stephen
Savitsky, resident of Hewlett,
and President of the Orthodox
Union (OU) which sponsored
the program, “It’s important for

them to see that there are other
vibrant communities” away
from New York. 

In fact, there were repre-
sentatives from fifteen vibrant
communities from all across the
country, including San Diego,
Omaha, Columbus, and
Charleston, to name a few. Each

community had a booth com-
plete with flyers and brochures
containing relevant information
about schools, synagogues, and
kosher restaurants in their area.
Enthusiastic residents or even
community rabbis manned the
booths, ready to answer ques-
tions from passersby. 

Most of the community rab-
bis who took part in the show-
case were affiliated with the OU
synagogue in their city, and did
so with the help of Rabbi Bini
Maryles of North Woodmere,
former rabbi of Young Israel of
North Woodmere and now
Director of Synagogue Services
for the OU. “People encounter
barriers when considering mov-
ing and we are trying to help
them,” said Maryles. “This way
they can speak to representa-
tives at each booth and find out
anything from job opportunities
to climate.”

One of the booths that
attracted the most traffic was
New Orleans, represented by
Rabbi Uri Tapolosky, of Cong.
Beth Israel. “We moved there
nine months ago and we’re
rebuilding from the ground up...

literally,” explained Rabbi
Tapolosky, as he held up a pic-
ture of a Sefer Torah being
saved from the water filled Beth
Israel synagogue after the tragic
hurricane in 2005. “Right after
Katrina there were just ten Jews
in New Orleans, and now there
are seven thousand Jews in the
community,” he said proudly,
adding that New Orleans now
also boasts two Jewish Day
Schools and two kosher restau-
rants. “This place is great for
people with a pioneering spirit,”
continued Rabbi Tapolosky.
“And now we have the infra-
structure of every other commu-
nity.”

Denver, Colorado’s booth
also was very popular. It fea-
tured six representatives of that
community, including Aliza
Bulow, an adult educator who is
originally from Long Beach. She
moved to Denver seven years
ago. 

“We moved for the
lifestyle,” said Bulow. “My hus-
band was a Manhattan lawyer,
working crazy hours, and I
wanted him to be there as a
father for our kids.” Seven years

on, Bulow could not be happier,
and was encouraging other New
Yorkers at the showcase to do
the same. “I feel like we moved
back in time ten years,” she said.
“And there’s so much warmth in
the community.” 

There are also five kosher
restaurants and three different
school ‘tracks’ in Denver - cater-
ing to Jews all across the reli-
gious spectrum.

The OU was very pleased
with the turnout. “It’s certainly
beyond our expectations,” said
Savitsky. “And we hope this
information will be helpful for
all the young couples.”

Another of the young cou-
ples who attended the showcase
was Chani and Dr. Alan Perl-

man, who currently live in the
Upper West Side in Manhat-
tan. “It was like speed dating
for Jewish communities,” he
said. “But you have to know
how to read between the
lines.” As the Perlmans discov-
ered, some of the communi-
ties do not yet have an eruv or
kosher eateries, both of which
can be important factors when
deciding where to live. “We
obviously still have to do our
own research and travel to each
city in order to be able to make
an informed decision,” said Mrs.
Perlman, “But we’re so grateful
that there’s even a program
encouraging this.”

Photos by Pat Cuomo

HEADING OUT OF TOWN
Continued from Page One

Action at the Omaha booth at the Emerging Jewish Communities event
Sunday in Manhattan, sponsored by the Orthodox Union. 

New Orleans’ message of hope as post-Katrina rebuilding continues.
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Sandy Glaser

830A  Atlantic Avenue              Baldwin, New York 11510
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®
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in July 2007, which continues
to accumulate interest in a tax
reserve account established by
the school board that same
week. According to school offi-
cials, the total amount of funds
in the reserve account has
increased from the initial $29.2
million to about $30 million. 

Neither improvement pro-
ject will incur any additional
cost to taxpayers.

The first referendum, listed
on the ballot as Proposition III,
is a $16 million capital reserve
project for district-wide
improvements. It includes the
refurbishment of a dozen sci-
ence labs in the high school
and middle school; repairs to
steam traps and heating sys-
tems across the district; the
installation of air conditioning
in the middle school auditori-
um; the reconstruction of the
middle school’s track and ten-
nis, basketball and handball
courts; and various building
repairs and replacements to
roofs, electrical systems and
windows. A more detailed
description of the capital pro-
ject proposals is available on
the district’s Web site, at
www.lawrence.org. 

A second referendum, list-
ed on the ballot as Proposition
IV, is a $1 million proposal to
construct an artificial turf field
at Lawrence High School,
replacing the current natural

grass field.  
A rare 4-3 vote at the

school board meeting capped
off a debate over placement of
the project on the ballot, the
first time that a motion was
decided by one vote during the
current school board’s tenure. 

Pat Pizzarelli, the district’s
director of athletics, physical
education and health, pitched
the idea of installing an artifi-
cial turf field with lights at a
school board meeting in Febru-
ary. The athletic director has
emphasized the flexibility of
the synthetic field to serve
teams and individuals from
both the public and private
school communities. 

“This is not just for the
public school kids, this is for
the entire community,” Piz-
zarelli said. 

Lights, which supporters
said would have created more
available field time for the
community, were not included
in Proposition IV. 

The installation of synthet-
ic turf fields has been the sub-
ject of heated debates in nearby
communities, most recently the
Lynbrook school district. Oppo-
nents of the artificial surfaces
have raised both environmental
and economic concerns. 

In Lawrence, Trustee Uri
Kaufman has publicly
expressed concern about artifi-
cial surfaces and its impact on
the health of athletes. 

Both Trustee Michael Hat-
ten and Pizzarelli cited several
studies that say the proposed
synthetic surface is safe for stu-
dents and economical for the
district. In addition to reducing
maintenance costs, the multi-
use field could be utilized by
the community, they said. 

Like Hatten, Pizzarelli was
disappointed at the decision to
make the turf field a separate
proposition, but is pleased that
it is on the May ballot. 

“I would have rather it
have been all one,” Pizzarelli
said. “But if you tell me that it is
because of injury factor, it is
nonsense; if you tell me you’re
worried that the whole commu-

nity may not be in favor of it,
then that is a separate process.”

Trustee Nahum Marcus,
who voted down Hatten’s
motion along with Kaufman,
Forman and Dr. Sol Blisko, said
he has no objection to the turf
field and vouched that he
would vote for Proposition IV.
However, Marcus explained
that it is an “add-on” and
should be separated from the
several projects included in
Proposition III. 

“I think a turf field is a
lovely idea, but not as essential
as all the items on [Proposition
III],” Marcus said. “I wouldn’t
want that to be the cause of
stopping the other.” 

District 15 voters have not
passed a capital improvements
project since 1998, when a
bond won approval to make
renovations to the Number Two
School.

Dr. David Sussman is the
only current trustee who
served on the school board for
the approved capital project in
1998 and a failed one in 2002.
Sussman, the board’s current
vice president who was first
elected as a trustee in 1995,
appeared satisfied at the final
proposal for Proposition III. 

“I feel we are attempting to
create a wonderful capital
repair plan that answers many
needs and that will get voter
approval,” Sussman said. 

The school board approved
all propositions for the May
ballot — including Peninsula
Public Library’s budget and
trustee votes — at a meeting on
April 1. 

Additional reporting by Mike
Caputo

KOPILOW WON’T RUN AGAIN
FOR LAWRENCE SCHOOL BOARD

Continued from Page One

Stanley Kopilow

“This is not just for the
public school kids, this is

for the entire 
community,” 

Pat Pizzarelli 
Lawrence School District director of 

athletics

J E W I S H  S T A R  S T A F F

Jacqueline Handel, pres-
ident of the Lawrence Asso-
ciation, doesn’t remember
there ever being a contested
election for mayor in the Vil-
lage. The prospect of one in
the next election cycle, when
Deputy Mayor Shimon
Felder is scheduled to be
elected to the top post, does
not sit well with her.

“I am especially
appalled that anyone would
choose to challenge this tra-
dition with regard to the
highest public office in
Lawrence,” she wrote in a
letter to the club’s member-
ship, which she estimated to
be about 1,000. “Especially
when he failed to recognize
and participate in the inter-
view process.”

The ‘he’ to whom Ms.
Handel referred is Michael

Fragin; an investment
banker and former top aide
to Governor George Pataki
(and a Jewish Star political
columnist) who recently
confirmed that he is weigh-
ing a run for mayor in
Lawrence. 

“The simple question is,
should five people on the
Lawrence Association nomi-
nations committee get to
decide the election or should
the 5,000 registered voters
in Lawrence have a say in
government as well?” Mr.
Fragin asked. 

Fewer than fifty people
routinely attend monthly
meetings held by the
Lawrence Association. 

Mr. Fragin disputed Ms.
Handel’s contention that he
has just one year of involve-
ment in local affairs and is
therefore too inexperienced
for the job. He was a gover-

nor of the Lawrence Associa-
tion for two years and has
been a trustee of the Long
Island Power Authority
(LIPA) since 2006. 

“That’s wonderful, so let
him become president of
LIPA,” retorted Handel, who
said she would prefer “the
normal procedure” be
applied to choose Lawrence’s
next mayor. 

The normal procedure,
Ms. Handel said in her letter
to the membership, is for the
nominating committee to
choose all candidates for
elected village offices. 

“That is the constitu-
tion of the organization, not
the village,” Mr. Fragin
noted. “The statement has
no legal force nor should it
imply one. If the Lawrence
Association sets the rules
why even have elections?”

Talk of mayoral 
challenge ruffles

feathers in Lawrence

WE ARE INTERESTED
Our paper is here to serve your community.  We want to know it all.  If there’s an issue of concern to you, an event of signifi-
cance to the larger community that warrants coverage, a person who has done something heroic or a wrong that we could
help make right, we want to hear from you.  Let us know by calling The Jewish Star at (516) 632-5205, or write to us 2 Endo
Blvd., Garden City, NY 11530; faxed to (516) 569-4942; or e-mailed to letters@thejewishstar.com
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Women’s Contemporary Care Associates, P.C.

444 Merrick Road, Suite LL3

Lynbrook, NY  11563

Specialists in Women’s Health

Elana Kastner, MD, FACOG

Yocheved Lauwick, RN, MSN, WHNP-C

We are pleased to announce our

South Shore location offers a 

wide range of services, including:

Comprehensive Obstetrical Care

Comprehensive Gynecologic Care

Adolescent Gynecology

Peri-Menopause & Menopausal  Care

Pre-Pregnancy Counseling

Evening hours are available.

Call today for an appointment:

516-663-3010

Most major insurances accepted.

Affiliated with Winthrop-University Hospital

Mineola, NY
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Physician Referrals:
516-62MERCY
1000 N. Village Ave., Rockville Centre • http://mercymedicalcenter.chsli.org
A Safe Haven For Newborns—Legal Option To Abandonment
A MEMBER OF CATHOLIC HEALTH SERVICES OF LONG ISLAND

When choosing a hospital, you want not only the best medical care you can find — but
also sensitivity to your cultural and religious needs. That’s why Mercy Medical Center, with
support from Chabad of the Five Towns, provides special services and amenities for our
observant Jewish patients, their families and other visitors:

• Glatt Kosher meals available to patients, and for purchase by visitors in our Dining Room
and Patio Grill

• Rabbinical services, prayer books and religious articles on request
• Many diagnostic tests available on Sundays
• Two overnight hospitality rooms with twin beds, Shabbat lamps and prayer books, for
visitors in need of a short-term stay for Shabbat or emergency situations

• Adjacent Kosher kitchenette with refrigerator, two microwaves and Glatt
Kosher-stocked pantry
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2008), which described how the
community could support our
local Tomchei Shabbos by bring-
ing their loose change to Com-
merce Bank in Cedarhurst.  I
have been a volunteer for Tom-
chei Shabbos for nearly 20
years, and the work they do in
feeding the hungry of our com-
munity is very close to my heart.

The lead sentence “Patrons
of the Commerce Bank
branch...” might lead your read-
ers to infer that they need an
account at the bank in order to
participate. Please reassure
them that since Tomchei Shab-
bos has an account at that
branch, anyone who wishes to
contribute may do so, whether
or not they are patrons of the
bank.

Additionally, cards for
mazel tov, bereavement, and
hostess gifts are available year-
round in support of Tomchei
Shabbos and can be ordered
from me by phoning 718-327-
3038.

Thanks again for your sup-
port of this most worthy organi-

zation.

VIVIENNE CHAYA FRANK
Far Rockaway, NY

Kosher Brownies

To the Editor: 
Concerning the article enti-

tled “Kosher Brownies” (April 4,
2008).   

HANC started Shomer
Shabbat Girl Scouting in 1990
with one Daisy and one Brownie
Troop. We grew with our girls
and sustained the troops for
seven years and had Daisy,
Brownie and Junior troops over
the years. 

The Nassau County Girl
Scout Council had no experi-
ence with Shomer Shabbat
troops at that time, but we
made every attempt to partici-
pate in any council-wide activity
that did not conflict with Shab-
bat. We never did manage to
take our girls camping as the
leader certification was only
offered on Saturdays.

Our girls came from several

towns, shuls and schools. We
kept our rabbis informed of our
activities and met every Sunday
morning at Young Israel of West
Hempstead (when we were not
out hiking or exploring). Citizen
badges were connected to bikur
cholim and Ecology badges to
tikun olam. We entertained resi-
dents of nursing homes in cos-
tume on Purim and visited chil-
dren’s hospitals to bring gifts for
the holidays.  

For five years our troops
marched down Fifth Avenue as
the Color Guard, escorting
diplomats in the Salute to Israel
Parade and were featured in
Jewish and New York newspa-
pers several times, carrying our
HANC Banner, our Girl Scouts
of Nassau County Banner and
the Israeli and American Flags.

Girl Scouting is very har-
monious with themes we teach
our children every day. I would
encourage every girl to spend
some time as Girl Scout.

NANCY COSTO
West Hempstead

ver ensured that all the debate
took place behind closed doors. 

I am not taking a position
on congestion pricing here. I see
merits on both sides. What I do
see is that Bloomberg, City
Council Speaker Christine
Quinn, and other supporters are
willing to think big and attempt
bold solutions to one of New
York City’s long-term problems. 

No one denies that conges-
tion is a long-term problem for
New York. It is often faster to
walk cross-town in Manhattan
than to drive. So, isn’t anyone in
the Assembly concerned about
congestion choking off the
future growth of the nation’s
largest central business district?
Are there any environmentalists
amongst the Democrats in the
Assembly who want to see fewer
cars on the streets? Don’t you
expect that many of the working
class in those districts need bet-
ter mass transit? Don’t those
who always complain about
being shortchanged by the fed-
eral government want the $350
million in funds for transit?

The problem is that there is
special dysfunction in Albany
that prevents issues from being
debated in front of the public.
Had a vote gotten to the floor a
combination of Democrats who
support the plan could have
teamed with the Republican
minority that was also support-
ive to pass the measure. There
could have been some spirited
debate, some arm-twisting, and
perhaps the plan could have
passed, perhaps not. 

But the truth is, as with
almost everything else in
Albany, we will never know. As
Mayor Bloomberg said, the vot-
ers will not truly know how
their representatives stood on
the issue because no one was
required to publicly take a
stand. The people should be
entitled to open government.
But not in New York State. The
most dysfunctional legislature in
the nation has once again
proven itself number one.

This past week the board of
the Lawrence School district
proposed its budget for the
2008-09 year. This budget con-
tained a three percent spending
increase, less than the rate of
inflation, and a half a percent

increase in the tax levy. That is
the equivalent of a tax freeze for
70% of our local tax bill. 

There is ample reason to
cheer this news. As I have noted
before, the escalation of proper-
ty taxes is the number one pub-
lic policy problem here on Long
Island; the engine driving that
growth is school taxes. Many
districts on Long Island are feel-
ing the pain of double digit tax
increases year after year in their
school taxes. 

In Lawrence we have
enjoyed a 2.5% decrease in the
school tax levy two years ago
and a 1.5% decline last year. If
you live in district 14, Hewlett
Woodmere, you faced a more
than 5% increase last year and
face a proposed 6% increase this
year. That is on top of the 6.6%
increase in the tax levy two
years ago. This amounts to a sig-
nificant disparity in taxes
between neighbors here in the
Five Towns.

As he considers the proper-
ty tax cap around New York
State, County Executive Tom
Suozzi may want to look at tax
stability in Lawrence. 

IN MY VIEW
Continued from Page One

Letters
Continued from Page Four

The Jewish Star welcomes Letters to the Editor of no more than 250 words.  We reserve the
right to edit letters for style, content and space.  Deadline is Monday at noon; we cannot
guarantee placement.  Letters must include the name of the writer, current address and
daytime telephone number and may be mailed to The Jewish Star, 
2 Endo Blvd., Garden City, NY 11530; faxed to (516) 569-4942;

or e-mailed to letters@thejewishstar.com.

ABOUT LETTERS 
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516-569-2662
Ask For Mario Or Judy At The Fish Counter

Sale Dates: April 13 - 18
Located in Gourmet Glatt Emporium

137 Spruce St., Cedarhurst

PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDERS EARLY!
SPEAK TO JUDY OR MARIO

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A CHAG KOSHER V’SAMEACH

WE HAVE VEGETABLE, DIET VEGETABLE, POTATO,
CREAM OF MUSHROOM AND CREAM OF BROCCOLI

SOUPS FOR PASSOVER, AS WELL AS KUGELS.

WE WILL HAVE OUR
FAMOUS, FRESH

GROUND 
HORSERADISH

Available Starting
April 13 till Passover

$999
LB

WE WILL HAVE
COOKED

GEFILTE FISH
For Passover
Fish Balls & 
Rolls

BUY 4 ROLLS OF OUR
FROZEN

GEFILTE FISH
ANY KIND

(Regular, Sugar-Free, Salmon,
Lemon, Dill or Fish Balls) 

Get The 5th
FREE

Our Frozen Gefilte Fish Is Now Located
Right Next To Our Fish Counter

WE WILL HAVE
GRILLED, MOROCCAN

SWEET & SOUR AND POACHED

SALMON
AVAILABLE FOR PESACH

AS WELL AS TUNA, EGG, SALMON & WHITE
FISH SALAD AND SMOKED WHITEFISH
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AVIV
Home Decor

We finance furniture with no interest at al l !!!

We Ship Everywhere

- High riser includes 2 orthopedic mattresses $389.00
- Mattresses $99.00 and up

- Large selection of beautiful hand-painted 
furniture and oil paintings

We also sell Tables and Chairs separately
Furniture for every Taste and Budget

480 Central Ave.
Cedarhurst, NY 11516

516-612-2640
516-205-1984

21
61

6

IS THE AIR YOU BREATHE IN YOUR HOME
OR WORKPLACE CONTAMINATED WITH:
� POLLEN
� MOLD
� FIBER
� DANDER
� AIRBORNE SPORES
� LEAD
� ASBESTOS
� FUNGUS
� DUST/DUST MITES
� RADON

AIR POLLUTION causes damage to your
home, health and quality of life.

We use state of the art equipment, including infrared
cameras, moisture readers, air tests, tape lifts and swab
samples to offer the most detailed home inspection, as
well as prevention and removal processes. Providing you
with the highest air quality standards is our goal. We are
proud to inform our community that all our technicians
are New York State and City Certified.

CALL

FIVE BORO
MOLD SPECIALIST
today for your full environmental 
home inspection!

Contact us at:
718-677-MOLD or 1-888-5BORO-911

(6653)               (526-7691)
Or visit our website at:
www.FiveBoroMoldSpecialist.com



The Jewish Star is beginning a SSppoorrttss
WWrriittiinngg  IInntteerrnnsshhiipp  PPrrooggrraamm for the upcoming
seasons (Softball, Soccer and Volleyball). This
internship will offer the opportunity to cover
and write about all games for one team (or
more if you have the time) — to be a beat
writer for a school or team. You will be asked
to write anything from game stories to feature
articles on players and the team as a whole.

We are looking for students with good

writing skills and a general knowledge of
sports who are eager to be part of a growing
sports staff.

To apply, please contact Paul Shapiro, The
Star’s Sports Editor, at pshapiro@thejewish-
star.com or call 516-569-4000, ext. 289, for
more information. Please include the school in
the subject line of your e-mail the school you
attend and the team you would like to cover.
We hope to hear from you soon.

AAtttteennttiioonn::  AAssppiirriinngg  SSppoorrttss  WWrriitteerrss

B Y  P A U L  S H A P I R O

Max Seibald has won a lot of
awards in his lacrosse career. The 20-
year-old’s accolades range from earning
Ivy League Rookie of the Year honors to
being named a United States Intercolle-
giate Lacrosse Association (USILA) All-
American in both his freshman and
sophomore seasons. He was also a
unanimous first team All-Ivy selection
and was chosen, as a sophomore, as one
of five finalists for the 2007 Tewaaraton
Trophy, awarded to the most outstand-
ing collegiate lacrosse player in the Unit-
ed States. 

Now a junior, the Cornell midfield-
er and former Hewlett standout earned
an award that had escaped him up to
this point. Seibald will receive the Marty
Glickman Outstanding Jewish Scholastic
Athlete of the Year award from The
National Jewish Sports Hall of Fame. 

“It’s just an honor,” Seibald said.
“I’ve been receiving several accolades
over the past year and it’s nice to be rec-
ognized by that organization.”

Seibald will be joining the ranks
with another Hewlett graduate, sports-
caster Tony Kornheiser, at the 16th
Annual National Jewish Sports Hall of
Fame Induction on Sunday, June 8 at
the Suffolk Y JCC in Commack. Others
being inducted include Tennessee men’s
basketball coach Bruce Pearl, sportscast-
er Sam Rosen and Olympic gold medal
gymnast Kerri Strug.

“That is an honor in itself,” Seibald
said. “It’s a great opportunity to be
around those kinds of people. You see
guys like them on TV every day, and it’s
just great to have those personalities all
in one place at one time. It’s an honor to
be amongst those guys. It’s an honor to
be recognized alongside such recogniz-
able people.”

Also receiving the Marty Glickman

award is Jillian Kraus, a senior on
UCLA’s women’s water polo team. Kraus
earned first-team All American and All-
Academic in 2007.

“We are looking for young men and
women who are outstanding in their
sport, and Max is,” said Alan Freedman,
director of The National Jewish Sports
Hall of Fame. “He was a finalist for the
Tewaaraton Trophy for the most out-
standing lacrosse player last year. The
other thing that we are looking for is
that he is a good student, and he met
both criteria more than amply.”

Seibald, who played at Hewlett
from 2001-2005, is currently in the mid-
dle of his junior season at Cornell. Last
season, he led the Big Red’s high-pow-
ered attack to an undefeated regular
season and to the NCAA Final Four. 

But the 6-foot-1, 200 pounder is a
star off the field as well. He has an
internship this summer at Merrill Lynch,
one of the world’s leading financial

management and advisory companies,
and is looking to enter the finance world
once he graduates. 

“I am looking to get into that,” he
said. “I think finance is my main inter-
est, what I’ve tailored my studies
towards. Being a business major at Cor-
nell, that is definitely where I am head-
ed right now.”

Once the lacrosse star’s collegiate
career is over, will we ever see him on
the field again? 

“Absolutely,” Seibald said. “Obvi-
ously, it depends on what league [Major
League Lacrosse or National Lacrosse
League] pursues me and what kind of
career I have outside lacrosse, but if that
allows me to play, I am definitely consid-
ering it. I would definitely like to contin-
ue my athletic career outside of college.
... It’s not playing for the money. I’d just
be playing for the love of the game and I
am looking forward to the opportunity
to potentially play in those leagues.”

Jonathan (Yoni) Erlich and
Andy Ram, the reigning 2008
Australian Open Grand Slam
Men’s Doubles Champions, cap-
tured their second title of the
year, winning the Pacific Life
Open in Indian Wells, Calif.

While participating in the
Sony Ericsson Open in Key
Biscayne, Fla., the dynamic duo
took time out of their busy
schedule to participate in a ten-
nis clinic at the Michael-Ann
Russell JCC in North Miami
Beach. During the clinic, held at
the Soffer Family Tennis Center
at the JCC, Erlich and Ram pre-
sented a check from the Jewish
Sports Foundation (JSF) to Dr.
Morton Plotnick, Development
Consultant for the JCC Maccabi

Experience.
JSF is a non-profit philan-

thropic fund dedicated to fos-
tering Jewish identity through
sport, and to inspire children to
grow healthy in body, mind, and
spirit. The Jewish Sports
Foundation’s mission is to pro-
vide assistance and support for
Jewish athletes who show a

financial need and dedication to
academic excellence. To find out
more about the JSF, visit their
Web site at www.andyyoni.org.

Former Hewlett lacrosse star recognized by Hall of Fame
Junior midfielder to receive Marty Glickman award

Israeli tennis stars sponsor ‘08 Maccabi Games

Photo by Ron Manfredi

Cornell’s Max Seibald (No. 42) is congratu-
lated by teammates after scoring a goal
in last season’s game vs. Notre Dame
played at Hewlett High School. 
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The story of the “Rock Star Rabbi” who ignited  
the spirit of a generation, one by one...

Tickets $45-$75, Special VIP, Family, Student and Group Packages Available
Kosher for Passover Pre-Theater Dining by Reservation

36 Battery Place, NYC

www.shlomomusical.com

THE NEW MUSICAL
An All-Star Broadway Cast 

Featuring 40 Carlebach hits in a New Musical Score by the Arranger/Orchestrator of  
The Who’s Tommy, Elton John’s Aida, Smokey Joe’s Cafe, Annie and Grease

“Open your heart to the 
sweetest of the sweet” 
- Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach

Pre-Broadway Limited Engagement
April 22-May 9
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Kosher L’Pesach • Full Lunch  • Refreshments All Day • Raffles, Great Prizes and Giveaways

Doral Golf Resort & Spa
The Great White Course

4400 NW 87th Avenue • Miami, Florida 33178

Thursday, April 24, 2008
Chol Hamoed Pesach 

Sponsored by

& Send a Child with Disabilities to Camp!

Golf with OHEL.

For more information call: (718) 972-9338 • Email: golf@ohelfamily.org

Have Fun 

Host: UKT Ltd.

Help support the children of OHEL and programs that serve 
the  developmentally and the psychiatrically disabled and 

families in crisis in the Jewish community. 20
87

5
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Yeshiva Junior Bowling
Program is for 8 sessions

After 3 sessions each new bowler gets a new bowling ball
and a new bag!

Starts Friday May 2nd
Bowl every Friday @ 2:15 PM

There will be free certified coaches each week!
Awards -Party- Free Games-One free private lesson!

3 games of bowling (last year was 2)
Bowling shoes provided

Bowlers get discounts for bowling at other times!

All new bowlers get a new ball and a new bag!
Availability may be limited. Please sign up as soon as possible!

Any questions call Nick (516) 581-7352

Returning BowlersProgram Price
$115.00Or you can get a new ball included for$185.00

New Bowler

Program price

$200.00
(payable in 3 installments)

Valued up to $400.00

Bowlers 
Receive

3 Practice
Games FREE

(can be used 
Sun.-Thur)



Cedarhurst - On Thursday, April 10
at 4:00 p.m. the Israel @ 60 plan-
ning group will meet at the JCC of
the Greater Five Towns, 207 Grove
Avenue in Cedarhurst. Please make
every effort to attend or, if you
can't, please send a representative
from your organization. The clock is
ticking and we need everyone to do
their part - and more! E-mail Stuart
Katz at stuart@israirusa.com.

Cedarhurst - Kulanu Torah
Academy’s Sunday Activity Program
will meet on April 13, May 4, May 11
and May 18 from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m.
Activities include music, arts and
crafts and adaptive physical educa-
tion activities, all for special needs
children. The program will take
place at the HAFTR Kindergarten
building, located at 33 Washington
Ave. For more information, call Ruth
Melincoff at (516) 569-3083.

Bay Shore - The Touro College of
Health Sciences will host a Health
Fair on Sunday, April 13 from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in recognition of spring
and to promote health awareness in
the community. Among the partici-
pants will be health science stu-

dents manning exhibits where glu-
cose screening, blood pressure
readings, bone density evaluations
and other activities will be offered.
For children, face painting will be
available. Members of the Bay Shore
Fire Department will talk about
safety rules and fire prevention.
Admission is free. Touro College is
located at 1700 Union Boulevard in
Bayshore. For more information, call
Dennis Weinstein at (631) 665-1600,
ext. 239. 

Syosset - The Long Island
Philharmonic and the Jewish
National Fund, in conjunction with
the Holocaust Memorial and
Tolerance Center of Nassau County,
will host “Behind the Silence:
Treasure from the Ashes” on
Sunday, April 13 at 7:00 p.m. at
North Shore Synagogue. The live
concert will feature chamber music,
art and poetry, celebrating the
courageous artists, both adults and
children, who lived under Nazi rule
and perished in concentration
camps. Seating at the event is limit-
ed to 500 people. Tickets for
Section A, preferred seating, cost
$250 and include a pre-concert
reception beginning at 6 p.m.
Section B seating costs $100. The
North Shore Synagogue is located
at 83 Muttontown Eastwoods Road
in Syosset. For more information,
call the LI Philharmonic at (613) 293-
2222 and visit
www.liphilharmonic.org or call JNF
at (516) 678 6805, ext. 110 and visit
www.jnf.org. 

Cedarhurst - Chabad of the Five
Towns will host Holiday Basics III, an
open forum with the Rabbi, on
Sunday, April 13 from 10:30 to 11:15
a.m. Both men and women are invit-
ed to attend, and questions of all
levels will be addressed. Chabad is

located at 74 Maple Avenue in
Cedarhurst. For more information,
call (516) 295-2478 or visit
www.chabad5towns.com.

Oceanside - South Nassau Hospital
will host a CPR and ACLS courses on
April 16 from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. A
Basic Life Support Renewal class
will take place on Wednesday, April
30 from 6:00 to 10:30 p.m. All class-
es will be held in South Nassau
Hospital’s Conference Room No. 2.
South Nassau Hospital is located at
1 Healthy Way in Oceanside. For
more information or to register, call
South Nassau’s Office of Community
Education at (516) 377-5333.

Cedarhurst - Chabad of the Five
Towns will host a Passover Seder on
Saturday, April 19 with evening ser-
vices beginning at 8:15 p.m. and
Seder beginning at 8:45 p.m. The
cost is $40 per adult and $30 per
child. Advance reservations are
required by April 10. Chabad is
located at 74 Maple Avenue in
Cedarhurst. For more information
and reservations, call (516) 295-2478
or go on line to
www.chabad5towns.com. 

Long Beach - The Long Beach
Branch of the Friedberg JCC is host-
ing a traditional Passover Seder on
Sunday, April 20 at 5 p.m. Meals are
served family style. The fee is $25
per person. Limited scholarships are
available toward the cost of the din-
ner and are strictly confidential.
Payment is due at time of registra-
tion, which will not be open after
Monday, April 14. The JCC is located
at 310 National Blvd. in Long Beach.
For more information, call Paula
Wall at (516) 431-2929 or visit our
web site, www.friedbergjcc.org.

East Meadow - The Suburban Park
Jewish Center, Congregation Lev
Torah, invites the entire Jewish
community to a Passover Seder on
Sunday, April 20 beginning at 7 p.m.
Following a brief service, a full-
course Glatt kosher festive dinner

will be served. The cost is $18 for
adult members and $25 for adult
non-members. It is $10 for children
under age 12, and free for children
aged 5 and younger. 

Paid reservations are required by no
later than April 14. The Suburban
Park Jewish Center is located at 400
Old Westbury Road in East Meadow.
To make a reservation, call (516)
796-8833. 

Suffolk County - The Jewish
Academy, Suffolk County’s only
Orthodox Day School, has arranged
access to tickets at a reduced price
to two children’s sites, the
Riverhead Atlantis Aquarium and
the Long Island Game Farm for Chol
Hamoed Pesach, April 22- 24. In
addition, they will give you a guide-
book to travel to shuls and other
places of interest, including the
Montauk light house, and the
Hamptons. It promises to be a very
unique and enjoyable Chol Hamoed
family trip. For more information, e-
mail jaPesach@verizon.net, call (631)
413-0369, (516) 380-0530 or visit
www.thejewishacademy.com/Pesach
trip. 

East Meadow - The East Meadow
Simcha chapter of Hadassah will
host Dr. Jill M. Rabin as a guest
speaker on Monday, April 28 at 7:45
p.m. at the East Meadow Public
Library. Dr. Rabin, a Clinical
Associate Professor of Obstetrics,
Gynecology and Women’s Health at
the Albert Einstein College of
Medicine, will be speaking about
women’s health issues. Everyone is
invited to attend and refreshments
will be served. The library is located
at 1886 Front Street in East Meadow.
For more information, call (516) 794-
6994. 

Plainview - The Workmen’s Circle
and the Plainview Jewish Center will
host a commemoration of the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising on
Wednesday, April 30 at 7:30 p.m. The
program will feature remarks by
Polish Consul General Krzystof W.

Kasprzyk, a reading of names, a
memorial candle-lighting, and musi-
cal performances by the renowned
Yiddish singer Adrienne Cooper. The
event is free and open to the public.
The Plainview Jewish Center is
located at 95 Floral Drive West in
Plainview. For more information, call
(516) 938-8610. 

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC pre-
sents Basketball Buds for Children
with Disabilities program, beginning
May 4 for five consecutive Sundays.
It is a great opportunity for children
ages 8 to 12 with an autistic spec-
trum disorder or other developmen-
tal disability. Each child will be
paired up with a teen buddy to
learn fundamental basketball skills.
Classes will be grouped according
to ability. The fee is $115 and
includes a team shirt and trophy.
Please register by April 18. The
Friedberg JCC is located at 15 Neil
Court in Oceanside. For more infor-
mation, call Anne Marie Pedalino at
(516) 766-4341, ext. 160 or visit our
web site at www.friedbergjcc.org. 

Nassau County - The Holocaust
Memorial and Tolerance Center of
Nassau County presents “A Walk to
Remember,” on two Sundays, May 4
and June 1 at 11:00 a.m. Each partici-
pant will walk on the 247-acre
Welwyn Preserve in memory of a
Holocaust child. For a $10 donation,
participate as a walker or sponsor a
walker. For each participant, spon-
sor, and donor, a paper butterfly in
the name of a Holocaust child will
be placed on a special memorial
display. All those who participate in
the walk on either date are invited
to attend “An Event to Remember,”
on Sunday, June 1 at 2:00 p.m., a
memorial featuring musical presen-
tations by children, to be held in the
Memorial Garden. For more informa-
tion contact Silvana Gullo, Director
of Development, at (516) 571-8040
ext. 107 or visit www.holocaust-nas-
sau.org. 

Manhattan - An Israel@60 Concert
will take please on Yom Ha’atzmaut,
Wednesday, May 7 at 8 p.m. at Radio
City Music Hall. Performers include
Hassidic reggae phenomenon
Matisyahu, John Zorn and Israeli
musicians David Broza, Idan Raichel,
Rami Kleinstein and Habanot
Nechama. The evening will also
include a moving tribute to Israel’s
fallen soldiers and victims of terror
as part of Israel’s Memorial Day. For
more information, call Elliot at (212)
584-4303. 

Cedarhurst - Kulanu Torah
Academy’s SNAP Program for teens
with special needs will meet on May
11 for a trip to the legendary
Astroland Amusement Park. For
more information about the trips
and to join SNAP, call Leiby Brill at
(516) 569-3083. 

Israel - Migdal Ohr is pleased to
announce a very limited number of
spaces available to join “Come Fly
with NBA Stars to Benefit Israel” for
the week of May 25-May 30. This
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity is for
40 select individuals to help Migdal
Ohr-Israel’s largest youth village.
Rick Barry, Earl “the Pearl” Monroe,
Dominique Wilkins and “Dr. J” Julius
Erving will be Migdal Ohr’s guests
for a one-week NBA Legends
Mission to Israel. Golf with these
legends in Caeserea, shoot hoops in
Jerusalem, tour together, and con-
nect on a personal as well as on a
business level, meeting with repre-
sentatives of government and
industry from all walks of life. The
cost of participation will entitle VIPs
to round trip business-class airfare,
and accommodations at a 5-star
hotel in Tel Aviv for 5 nights, as well
as private coach travel throughout
Israel. All proceeds benefit the
6,500 children-at-risk of Rabbi
Yitzchak David Grossman’s Migdal
Ohr. For information, call Robert
Katz, executive vice president of
Migdal Ohr, at (212) 397-3700, or e-
mail robert@migdalohrusa.org.

ON THE

Calendar

Congregation Beth Sholom of Lawrence held its 56th Annual
Testimonial Dinner on Sunday, March 30 at the Sands. The guests
of honor were Rabbi Kenneth and Nancy Hain, in celebration of
Rabbi Hain’s 20th year as the congregation’s spiritual leader.
Pictured (left to right) are Lester Henner, President; Avram
Schreiber, Dinner Chairman; Ben Brafman, Master of Ceremonies;
Rabbi Kenneth and Nancy Hain, guests of honor. 

Brooklyn - The Jewish
Heritage for the Blind is giv-
ing away free large print
copies of the Passover
Hagadah in both Hebrew and
English versions. Copies can
be obtained via fax or e-mail
by sending your contact
information to The Jewish
Heritage for the Blind, 1655
East 24th Street, Brooklyn,
NY, 11229. For more informa-
tion, call (718) 338-0653 or
visit
www.jhbinternational.org. 
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CREDIT/ FINANCIAL

HEALTH & FITNESS

REAL
ESTATE

To place ads: (516) 569-4000

HOUSES FOR SALE

OCEANSIDE: LARGE 4 Level Split (Plus 
Walk-up Attic), 3 BRS, 2 Baths, New EIK/ 
Roof/ Windows/ Siding, Dead-end Street, 
$535K. HOME & HEARTH R.E. 
516-536-2200 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

CEDARHURST NO FEE Large Modern
2BDS, 2BTHS, AC, W/W, W/D, Storage,
Private Entrance, Indoor Parking, Near All.
$1850 (516)860-6889/  (516)852-5135

OFFICES FOR RENT

HEWLETT: LOWER LEVEL, Near LIRR,
1,500 Sq. Ft. Finished. Office Or Light
Warehousing. Very Desirable Location.
Below Market Price. Call Murray 516-295-
1072 

CREDIT/ FINANCIAL

HEALTH & FITNESS

EMPLOYMENT

To place ads: (516) 569-4000

HELP WANTED

 ACCOUNTANT-SENIOR

Expanding Publisher and Commercial
Printer with its headquarters in Garden
City, seeks Senior Accountant to handle
the day-to-day operations of its
Accounting Department. Must be familiar
with all facets of accounting from 
A/P, A/R, general ledger, and bank
recs,to budgeting and planning. The qual-
ified candidate must be computer liter-
ate, knowledge of Peachtree a plus.
Excellent benefits. Send resume and
salary requirements to hr@liherald.com

BOOKKEEPER-FULL CHARGE

Seeking experienced Full Charge 
Bookkeeper to handle all aspects of 
A/P, A/R, bank reconciliations, general 
ledger, daily bank deposits and general 
bookkeeping duties. Knowledge of 
Peachtree preferred. Must be computer 
savvy, organized, detail oriented, 
dependable and able to multi-task. 
Send resume and salary requirements 
to hr@liherald.com

MISC. SERVICES

HELP WANTED
ELA TEACHER For September 08, 5 Towns 
Yeshiva Seeking Experienced Male ELA
Teacher For JHS Hours 2PM-5:30PM,
Monday-Thursday, Excellent Pay. E-mail
gsprincipal@gmail.com Or Fax 718-471-
0925

EXPERIENCED PIZZA PERSON, COUNTER 
PERSON, SHORT ORDER COOK, 
WAITSTAFF Needed For 5 Towns Kosher 
Restaurant/ Pizzeria 516-318-3010

ONLINE SERVICES DIRECTOR
Richner Communication seeks a 
talented Director of Online Services to 
lead our efforts as we transition from 
traditional newspaper publishing to 
interactive electronic media. The ideal 
candidate has newspaper or web 
publishing/design experience. Qualified 
candidates send a cover letter with sal-
ary requirements and resume to 
hr@liherald.com.

RECEPTIONIST - FULL TIME
Seeking full-time receptionist with ex-
cellent communication skills, strong 
work ethic, reliable and able to multi-
task. Responsible for answering 
phones, assisting customers, and 
various administrative tasks. Must be 
able to work Monday to Friday from 8 to 
5:30.  Qualified candidates should 
send cover letter with hourly wage 
requirement and resume to 
hr@liherald.com.

CHILDCARE OFFERED

AVAILABLE AIDES, HOUSEKEEPERS & 
NURSES Available! Live-In Or Out. Infants
To Adults. 7 Days, 24 Hours. Call Sweet
P Home Care (718)978-7221

MISC. SERVICES

SERVICES

To place ads: (516) 569-4000

GARAGE DOORS
EIDELBERG GARAGE DOORS: *Sales
*Service *Installations. Residential
Specialist Since 1945. Retractable
Awnings 516-371-4645; 800-645-2930;
www.garagedoorsdepot.com

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS/
IRRIGATION WELLS

LAWN SPRINKLER Installed Serviced & Up
Grades. Back Flow Devices Installed &
Tested. Call County Irrigation. (516)255-
9595

CLASSIFIEDS
To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205

J.G. Wentworth means CASH NOW 
for Structured Settlements!

CASH NOW
FOR STRUCTURED SETTLEMENTS, 

ANNUITIES and INSURANCE PAYOUTS

(866) 494-3711

CASH NOW

C8
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Weightloss  Medications

www.MDThin.com

Phentermine, Phendimetrazine, etc 

for $70

(631) 462-6161  (516) 754-6001
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516-379-1200
1-800-69-TREES

POORMAN TREE SERVICE
Quality Work at Poorman’s Prices

We Now Accept • Removals • Pruning • We Work All Year Round
Charlie Lic # H2903440000 – Insured

MasterCard®

SM

®

AMERICAN EXPRESS®

One phone call, one
order, one heck of a

good price to run your
ad in any state, or across

the country. Call the 
USA Classified Network

today! 
1-800-231-6152
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MARTIN  LEVY
103-20 METROPOLITAN AVENUE
FOREST HILLS
MARTINLEVY@ALLSTATE.COM

Call me today to hear about these new optional features: New
Car Replacement, Accident Forgiveness and Deductible Rewards.

(718) 268 1700

Feature is optional and subject to terms and conditions.  Available in select states now and in most states by
1/31/06 (subject to regulatory approval where required).Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: 
Northbrook, IL.  ©2006 Allstate Insurance Company

“MAID FOR YOU AGENCY”
We can help! Call and you’ll have

it made! We provide full/part 
time or temporary help.

HOUSEKEEPERS NANNIES
DAY WORKERS

ELDER CARE
(917) 574-2306  (516) 569-178620866

High Risers • Bunk Beds • Day Beds • Futons • Folding Beds • Storage &
Trundle Beds • Sofa Beds • Adjustable Beds • Adult & Juvenile Bedroom Sets 
• Wardrobes • Wall Units • Dinettes & Dining Rooms 
• Living Room Sets • Waterproof Mattress Pads

21
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Serving Thousands Of Satisfied Customers Since 1993

(516)-371-0966
Open Sun.-Fri. Call for Hours

337 Washington Ave., Cedarhurst,NY 11516

20
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We pass along full donation value.
Call Chabad Direct:1(800)37-DONATE

Turn your Used Car into a New Mitzvah
It’s fully tax deductible & helps needy

Jews of all backgrounds

UMBRELLA TZEDAKA   COLLECTION

We Send a Mentsch, Not a Middleman! No “Gifts” That Jeopardize Deductibility.

Save on your Taxes by Donating Instead of Trading In!
MAXIMUM DEDUCTION GIVEN

Prompt 
Pickup!

FREE Towing!

(36628)



BY SARA TRAPPLER SPIELMAN

A new movie made in Holly-
wood under strict tzniut guidelines
is having its Five Towns debut on
Chol Hamoed, Tuesday, April 22nd
at T.A.G. 

Orthodox director Robin Gar-
bose’s “A Light for Greytowers” is a
sweet, orphanage-genre film set in
Victorian England with a Jewish
twist. 

The film premiered at Para-
mount Studio’s The Sherry Lans-
ing Theater on Dec. 29th in Los
Angeles. The historic for-women-
only event included a red carpet,
kosher food carts and Hollywood
industry folk among the hundreds
of women who attended from the
L.A. Orthodox community. 

Over the past few months the
movie played for Orthodox audi-
ences that don’t often attend
movies, but eagerly bought tickets
to this one because of endorse-
ments by administrators of Bais
Yaakov schools in Passaic, N.J., and
Los Angeles. 

“Greytowers” was shot four
years ago during 23 summer days
at Chabad’s Rohr Jewish Student
Center at the University of South-
ern California, an authentic Victori-
an home protected under the Cali-
fornia Preservation Act. 

According to Garbose - who
has directed off-Broadway plays,
performances at The Juilliard
School and television shows, such
as Head of the Class and America’s
Most Wanted - the location was
perfect architecturally and offered
a kosher kitchen and synagogue
for its religious actors.

Nearly all the film’s young
actresses are alumni of Kol
Neshama Performing Arts Conser-
vatory, which Garbose created
eight years ago in Los Angeles to
provide professional artistic train-
ing and performance opportunities
for Jewish girls in a Torah-obser-
vant setting. 

After nearly four years of post-
production work, this is the first
full-length theatrical release for Kol
Neshama, which has also pro-

duced eight original plays, a series
of three musical DVDs and two
CDs - all intended for women only.

The movie was directed
under rabbinic supervision, espe-
cially scenes with the only three
male actors in the film, one of
whom deliberately doesn’t appear
in the same frame as his on-screen
wife. It is distributed exclusively to
female-only audiences and to
women’s groups on college cam-
puses because there are Orthodox
women singing and dancing in the
film. 

Based on the Jewish novel of
the same title by Eva Vogiel and
Ruth Steinberg, the story is set at
the fictional Greytowers orphanage
in 19th-century England and fol-
lows the journey of a young girl
Miriam Aronowitch. Miriam and
her mother, Anya, seek refuge in
England from Czarist Russia and
its Cossack pogroms. But after her
mother falls critically ill, Miriam
lands at the orphanage at the
mercy of its cruel matron, Miss
Agatha Grimshaw, who forbids the

observance of Shabbat or kosher.
It’s only by clutching on to her faith
that Miriam is able to unite the
girls and bring light to the sur-
rounding darkness.

Garbose became observant 17
years ago after co-writing a Jewish
themed screenplay that was devel-
oped at the Sundance Institute. As
a professional director for 24 years
she feels empowered to bring both
her religious and professional
worlds together. Her husband, Levi
Yitzhaq Garbose, is a songwriter
and musician who wrote the music
and lyrics heard in the film, and
who co- produced the film with his
wife.

Robin sees “Greytowers” as
cutting edge with its use of mod-
esty in a world obsessed with expo-
sure. She says the film presents “a
more authentic image of the Jew-
ish woman.”

“There’s never been a young
heroine like Miriam [on film] fight-
ing for Shabbat and kosher. It’s a
voice that hasn’t been heard
before,” Garbose says. 

She’s passionate about offering
young, religious girls a movie that
contains images of themselves that
resonate with their perspectives of
life. At the same time, she is creat-
ing a venue for girls with a “burn-
ing desire to perform” who previ-
ously had limited opportunities.

Bracha Leeds, co-director of
the Chabad Jewish Center at the
University of California at Berkeley,
was hired as choreographer for the
film and ended up filling an open-
ing in the cast. Before becoming
observant as a student at Berkeley,
she grew up as a professional
singer, dancer and actress. 

“I never thought there would

be a place for this in my life when I
became religious,” Leeds said.
After seeing one of Robin’s plays
she realized her performance tal-
ents “didn’t have to go to waste.”
Leeds plans to help Robin bring
the film to Berkeley. “The film is
exactly what I envisioned,” she
said.

“A Light for Greytowers” will
screen April 22nd at T.A.G., 444
Beach 6th Street, Far Rockaway.
Tickets are $16. For purchase or
information call 718-627-1386 or
click on www.kolneshama.org

Hollywood movie for women only screens in Five Towns
Anya (Rivka
Siegel) and baby
Miriam fleeing
Czarist Russia in
a scene from “A
Light for
Greytowers.”

Photo courtesy

Robin Garbose

Photo courtesy of Kulanu

Model seder
Kulanu student Yosef Lubin and his shadow, Dani Davis, enjoyed
Kulanu’s model Seder in Lawrence last Sunday, April 6. They and
more than two-dozen other Kulanu student-shadow teams deco-
rated their own Haggadot, conducted a bedikat chametz to
search for bread, and learned about the 10 plagues. 
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“We Can Service Your Existing System.”

Call Today for No-Obligation Survey and Estimate

Ask About Our Financing Option

516-486-7500
www.lawnsprinklers.com

Long Island’s leading
lawn sprinkler company,
with over 40 years 
experience, can install
a custom-designed 
system for your home
with no damage to
your lawn or shrubs.

“ON SALE”
• Best Quality
• Best Service
• Best Pricing

SPRING SPECIAL
$ 100OFFSPRING SPECIAL
$ 100OFF

ON NEW INSTALLATIONS!

WE SERVICE ALL TYPES OF
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

Tabledressings
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445 Central Ave. at the Cedarhurst Center
(516) 374-LINEN (5463)

Beautify Your Table For

Pesach
Huge Selection of

TABLECLOTHS
in all styles & sizes

Shop Early For the Best Selection

*Pesach Begins April 19th*

For all your Simcha needs!
All Inclusive Packages Available For:
•Weddings •Bar/Bas Mitzvahs •Bris

•Sheva Brachos •Aufruf •Shabbos Kiddushim
DROP OFF OR FULL SERVICE

Special Rates Available When You Book Your 
Simcha At Congregation Beth David of Lynbrook

J.J. Weiss 917.417.7039
Under the Vaad of 5-Towns and Far Rockaway
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PLATTERS
•Fish •Deli

•Vegetable •Fruit
•Cake

No jobtoo big orsmall!

Making a Simcha?

Music Lessons

Instruments CD’s

We Convert Records Into CD’s
592 CENTRAL AVENUE

CEDARHURST, NY (Next to WokTov & E-Licious) 21
59
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516-569-0860
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HILLEL
Day Camp

Director: Rabbi Steven Moskowitz

Assistant Director:  Lorraine Konigsberg

Aquatics Director:  Sima Fish

For additional information call

516-569-3370

Swimming

Trips
Teen 
Trips

Skating

Hockey

DramaSports
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Back care is not a game.
In the wrong hands, 

a bad move could cost you everything.

The Spine Institute is part of the Harvey Cushing Institutes 
of Neuroscience, a major initiative of the North Shore-LIJ 
Health System. Comprised of 12 unique and evolving 
institutes, the Harvey Cushing Institutes of Neuroscience 
provides state-of-the-art medical care and is staffed by 
healthcare professionals who are recognized leaders in their 
particular neurological field.

The Neurosurgery Division of The Spine Institute:

Mitchell E. Levine, M.D. Director
M. Chris Overby, M.D. • Peter H. Hollis, M.D. 

Mark Eisenberg, M.D. • Dr. Shaheda Quraishi, M.D.

Get the expert care you need at the 
Neurosurgery and Spine Center, now in Lynbrook. 

Back care is an exact science, and in the skilled hands of the specialists at the Neurosurgery 
and Spine Center, patients with back and neck pain are treated with advanced surgical and 
non-surgical techniques. Supported by the extensive resources of the North Shore-LIJ 
Health System, the region’s most experienced physicians in minimally invasive spine surgery 
are now available for consultations in Lynbrook as well as at our Great Neck location.

The Neurosurgery and Spine Center in Lynbrook — we’re the right move in back and spine care. 

To learn more or to schedule an appointment, call 516-876-7150.

Neurosurgery and Spine Center Consultation Offices

harveycushinginstitutes.com

Setting New Standards In HealthcareSM

HOSPITALS: NORTH SHORE • LONG ISLAND JEWISH • SCHNEIDER CHILDREN’S   

ZUCKER HILLSIDE • FRANKLIN • GLEN COVE • SYOSSET • PLAINVIEW 

SOUTHSIDE • HUNTINGTON • FOREST HILLS • STATEN ISLAND 

AFFILIATIONS: NASSAU UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER • PENINSULA

Lynbrook – 306 Broadway
516-876-7150

Great Neck – 900 Northern Blvd.
516-773-7737
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