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B Y  B R A C H A  G O E T Z

e got on board because we were
striving for truth, and guess what?
We’re still striving! So please, make
sure your seat belts stay fastened
because we’re sitting beside you

now, and we hope to take you right along
with us!

It was the most idealistic and dedicated
who helped make us the people we have
become. After deciding to be observant,
however, we all inevitably realized that
many frum people were not quite as purely

committed as those
who had initially
inspired us. Vary-
ing degrees of dis-
appointment and
disillusionment are
standard, but what
happens after that
is critical. 

Witnessing
“frum” people
engage in corrupt
behavior can be a
deal-breaker for
some, especially if
the frum-appearing
people wield
authority in leader-
ship positions.
Unsavory business
practices, the belit-
tling of legitimate
attempts at
improvement, and
“accepted” prac-
tices to cheat gov-
ernment agencies,
can all lead to an
earnest ba’al teshu-
va (returnee to
observant
Judaism) being
understandably
turned off.  

There are pre-
vailing fears related
to “change” in

Orthodox spheres, for justifiable reasons, but
these same fears also prevent essential
progress from taking place. 

It can be difficult for the voice of a quiet
ba’al teshuva with a well-honed refinement
to be heard when an arrogant insensitivity
prevails. When children in public school
seem to have more derech eretz (respect)
than those in many day schools, a need for
reevaluation is indicated. Worries about
reporting “frum” perpetrators who are dan-
gerous to children are another example of

Independent and original reporting from the Orthodox communities of Long Island
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B Y  M A Y E R  F E R T I G

On a sunny afternoon in Jerusalem in
1987 Rabbi Yehuda Landy was explaining the
finer points of the famous large-scale model of
the Beis Hamikdash, the Holy Temple, then
located at the Holyland Hotel. 

From memory, he confidently marshaled a
stream of disparate Biblical and Talmudic
sources to make his points. His intended audi-

ence was a large group of young men from
Yeshiva Neveh Zion where Rabbi Landy, then
unmarried, was a respected, popular young
member of the faculty. But as his extemporane-
ous presentation unfolded a curious thing
began to happen: members of a Christian tour
group from Scandinavia standing nearby
began to abandon their own blond haired,
blue-eyed guide and drifted over to the group

B Y  M A Y E R  F E R T I G

The three-year-old partnership between HAFTR and
Rambam Mesivta formally know as Machon HaTorah is
finished, according to Rambam’s president, Yaacov
Gross. 

“Looking at it from the perspective of a Rambam
parent there is no need to have a Machon because there
is absolutely nothing that Rambam is getting out of the
relationship,” Gross said. His comments came a week
after HAFTR said it would no longer fund the deficit of
Shalhevet, the one-year-old high school for girls.

Shalhevet parents planned to meet Wednesday to
consider if the school could be saved. A building in the
Five Towns has been located for the 2009-2010 school
year, if parents want it, Gross said.

Headmasters of other high schools, including Cen-
tral, SKA, HANC, NSHA and Magen David “all have been
wonderful, supportive and have demonstrated great
compassion and sensitivity for the Shalhevet girls,” said
Rabbi Zev Friedman. 

The result is a “grace period where the girls don’t
have to run to register right now. Parents have a short
window to see if we can make a go of this realistically,”
Gross said.  It’s “up to the parents of Shalhevet, if this is a
direction they want to take. We’re saying we’ll do what
we can, making Herculean efforts to give Shalhevet the
option to have the school if they want it.” 

The Machon partnership agreement said “clearly
and expressly” that Shalhevet would be built and that
HAFTR would pay its deficits, and also provide a gym
and a Beit Midrash, said Gross. In exchange, Rambam’s
Rabbi Yotav Eliach and Rabbi Friedman would provide
educational leadership. Ground was broken last year on
a Beit Midrash-gym facility to be built on Central Avenue
on the former site of the Nassau Herald building.  

“The gym and Beit Midrash has not been built and I

B Y  Y A F F I  S P O D E K

Fewer than a quarter
of Jewish day schools have
a long-range financial plan.
That’s the finding of an
anonymous survey of the
presidents of 70 Jewish
schools. In addition, the
presidents feel their boards
of directors under-perform
in the areas of fundraising
and strategic planning, two
areas they believe have the

most impact on overall
school performance and
affordability.

The Survey of the
Governance Practices of
Jewish Day Schools was
conducted by the Institute
for University-Partnership
of the Azrieli Graduate
School of Jewish Education
and Administration at
Yeshiva University. It was
designed to document how

B Y  M A Y E R  F E R T I G

Yeshiva Ner Yaakov, a popular post-
high school yeshiva in Israel for boys from
modern Orthodox homes, will not reopen
in September, The Jewish Star has
learned.

Rabbi Yehoshua Liff, the Rosh Yeshiva
who founded Ner Yaakov in 1988 called
the decision “painful.”

“After holding major discussions
about the reorganization of the yeshiva in
order to remain open, and under severe
economic pressure, we made a decision to
not open up for this coming semester,”
Rabbi Liff said in an interview from Israel
late Monday night. 

Ner Yaakov’s kollel program would
continue to function during the 2009-2010
term, and “we are keeping options open”
to possibly — hopefully — resume the
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HAFTR and 
Rambam  

to split 
Dual effort to place Shalhevet girls, or

possibly save new school

See NER YAAKOV, Page 6

See HAFTR, Page 3

See STUDY, Page 10

I N  M Y  V I E W

Ba’alei
Teshuva in
co-pilot seat

Bracha Goetz is the Mentoring Coordina-
tor at Jewish Community Services in Balti-
more, MD. She is also the Harvard-educat-
ed author of ten children’s books, includ-
ing Aliza in MitzvahLand, The Invisible
Book, and What Do You See at Home?
For information about her presentations
for both women and children, email
bgoetzster@gmail.com.  

See VIEW, Page 7

LEGACY OF IRVING BUNIM
The Kosher Bookworm

Page 9

A GIRL TRIES TO MOVE ON
Letters to the Editor

Page 4

THE WEDDING SINGER
David Seidemann

Page 5

”Thanks to all
you did, we
were able to

regain our her-
itage. We hope

you can see
that providing
refreshing out-
looks, generat-

ing renewed
enthusiasm are

some of the
ways we give
back to you.“

www.thejewishstar.com

Photo courtesy Machon Hatorah

Shalhevet’s first, and possibly, last class ended the 2009
school year on an upnote, enthusiastically saluting Israel.

Photo courtesy Rambam Mesivta

Rambam Mesivta students danced on Fifth Avenue at the
Salute to Israel parade earlier this year.

Study finds few day
schools plan properly 
YU study pinpoints areas for improvement

Harry Bloom
designed a
study to mea-
sure levels of
long-range
financial plan-
ning by Jewish
Day Schools.
Photo courtesy YU

Economy shuts
Ner Yaakov, at
least for now

Photo by Mayer Fertig

With an ancient sarcophagus in the background, Rabbi Yehuda Landy draws on Torah sources to illumi-
nate Jewish history amid the permanent collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

‘Tanach tour’ uncovers
Jewish history at the Met   
Guide responds to bible critics with answers ‘buried’ in plain sight

See TANACH TOUR, Page 3
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Dear That’s Life,
Several months ago, beyond
exhausted after two days of Yom
Tov, my four-year-old son, Naf-
tali, was crying because he
wanted his cousin’s candy ring.
To calm him down, I promised
that I would take him to the
candy store after school the next
day to buy his very own candy
ring. That led to this exchange:

“I don’t want to go to
school. I want to stay home with
Daddy.”

“It’s a work day for Daddy.”
“Then I want to stay home

with Dovid.”
“It’s a school day for

Dovid.”
“Then I want to stay home

with Leora.”
“It’s a school day for Leora.”
“Then I want to stay home

with you.”
“It’s a work day for me,

too.”
“Then I want to stay home

with myself.”
“You can’t stay home by

yourself, but I promise that I
will take you to the candy store
when school is over.”

“I want to go to the candy
store by myself.”

“But how will you get
there?”

“You’ll take me.”

CHANI FERTIG

Dear That’s Life,
When did it become okay

to reach out and rub a woman’s
pregnant belly?  

And why doesn’t that con-
stitute some form of sexual
harassment?  

Having passed Kinder-
garten, I can tell you that, ‘Keep
your hands to yourself’ is a real-
ly good piece of advice, as is, ‘If
you have nothing nice to say,
don’t say anything at all.’

I truthfully believe that peo-
ple mean no harm when they
make comments that, often,
must have sounded better in
their head than they do when it
comes out of their mouth. And,
trust me, I am certainly guilty of
having said things that I wished
I had not. But only when some-
one admits they have a problem

can they actually receive help -
at least I know I have a problem.

On that note, the following
is a Top-10 list of comments I
have heard in relation to this
and my previous pregnancies.
Enjoy - and I know, many of you
have heard these yourselves.
Don’t worry: you’re not alone.

10. No, really - when are you
due?
9. I can barely tell you’re preg-
nant from behind.
8. So, how many?
7. You must be retaining a lot of
water.
6. My - haven’t we grown!
(WE?)
5. Your nose hasn’t changed at
all.
4. Did your mother carry this
big?
3. How long does it take you to
lose all the weight?
2. Are you still fitting into the
clothes you wore at the begin-
ning?

And my favorite...

1. Well, you look ready! 

MLW

Weddings
■ Wedding of Devora Jacobowitz
(Staten Island) & Yoni Cohen
(Staten Island, NY) - July 7, 2009
■ Wedding of Fishy Cohen
(Belgium) & Chanie Rosner
(Brooklyn, NY) - July 7, 2009
■ Wedding of Moishe Landau
(Brooklyn, NY) & Sophie
Lieberman (Brooklyn, NY) - July
5, 2009

Engagements
■ Engagement of Shneur
Gottlieb (Waterbury, CT) &
Rivkala Erenthal (Lakewood,
NJ) - July 6, 2009
■ Engagement of Sruli Weisz
(Waterbury, CT/Monsey, NY) &

Shoshana Ungar (Far Rockaway)
- June 28, 2009

Births
■ Birth of baby boy to Avraham &
Jordana Baruchov (Clifton, NJ) -
July 11, 2009

To view entire galleries, please visit www.onlysimchas.com

If something happened to you “that could only happen around here,”
you’ve got to share! Was it funny? Outrageous? Hopefully, it wasn’t too
painful. No matter what, if you type it up and sent it to 
letters@thejewishstar.com you’ll have a chance to win a $25 gift 
certificate to Burger’s Bar on Central Avenue in Cedarhurst — in other
words, you could win an outstanding meal at one of Nassau County’s
most popular kosher restaurants. 

Submissions should include your name, your town, and your daytime and
evening phone numbers. Sorry, but anonymous submissions cannot be 
considered. All decisions by the editors are final and all submissions become
the property of The Jewish Star.

In case you were wondering, Burgers Bar is under the supervision of the Vaad
Hakashrus of the Five Towns and Far Rockaway, and plays music you can find on

Moishe Landau & 
Sophie Lieberman

Devora Jacobowitz & Yoni Cohen 

A dozen business owners and
professionals gathered at The
Jewish Star-sponsored Kosher
Business Breakfast, organized
by LearnThink Seminars, for
coffee, bagels and pastries and
presentations by Avi Fertig of
Writers & Co. (above), Elana
Lederman of Lany Benefits Inc.
(right) and Hildy Eliach, a busi-
ness financing consultant (left).
The next breakfast is planned
for late August.

Photos by Joshua Friedman

The Kosher Business Breakfast

Hildy Eliach Elana Lederman
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PRE-OWNED

SUPERSTORE

*Tax, tags and DMV fees additional.

2004 Honda CR-V Auto, Silver, Stock# 
U4332T, 62k mi..........................$10,988*
2005 Honda Accord Auto, Black, 
Sunroof, Leather, Stock# U4403T, 
66k mi..............................................$13,998* 
2004 Subaru Forester 4Dr 2.5 XS
Auto, Maroon, Stock# U4375T, 
39k mi............................................. $13,988*
2001 Lexus GS  300 Auto, Black, 
Stock# U4414T, 60k mi. ........ $14,988*
2004 Mini Cooper Auto, Red, 2-Door, 
Stock# U4434T, 61k mi. .......... $14,988*
2003 Infiniti FX 35 Auto, Silver, Sport 
Pkg, Stock# U4408T, 
54k mi.  ........................................ $17,988*

2005 Lexus ES 330 Sedan Auto, Sonora 
Gold Pearl, Stock# U4359T, 
50k mi. ...........................................$18,988*
2005 Audi A4 Convertible Auto, Grey, 
Stock# U4425T, 24k mi. ....... $19,988*
2006 Lexus RX 330 Auto, Crystal White, 
Stock# U4336I, 33k mi......... $27,988*
2007 Lexus RX 350 Auto, Blue Metallic, 
Nav, Roof, Stock# U4291A, 
55k mi. ..........................................  $28,988*
2007 Lexus ES 350 Sedan Auto, Maroon, 
Stock# U4380A, 40k mi. ... $29,988*

2008 Lexus ES 350 Auto, Silver, Leather, 
Sunroof, Stock# U4394L, 
12k mi.  .........................................$29,988*
2005 Lexus GX 470 Auto, Blue, Naviga-
tion, Reverse Camera, Stock# U4340A, 
54k mi. ........................................... $29,988*
2007 Lexus ES 350 Sedan Auto, Tungsten 
Metallic, Stock# U4378T, 
29k mi.  .......................................$29,988*
2008 Lexus IS 250 Auto, Silver, Stock# 
U4355L, 13k mi. ....................... $30,988*

2006 Lexus GS 300 Auto, Red, Leather, 
Navigation, Reverse Camera, Stock# 
U4402T, 14k mi.......................... $31,988*
2006 Lexus RX 400H Auto, White, 
Hybrid, Navigation, Stock# U4337A, 
26k mi...............................................$31,988*
2006 Lexus GS 300 Sedan AWD Auto, 
Blue Onyx Pearl, Stock# U4379A, 
47k mi. ........................................... $32,988*
2006 Lexus LS 430 Sedan Auto, Crystal 
White, Heated Seats, Stock# U4358P, 
25k mi............................................. $33,988*
2006 Land Rover Range Rover Spt Auto, 
Red, Super Charged, Navigation, Stock# 
U4428T, 36k mi. ...................... $42,988*

New Car Showroom:
866-696-4927

Pre-Owned Showroom:
888-876-6892

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 12pm-5pm   On-Site Parking

700 Sunrise Highway, Rockville Centre, NY 11570

www.LexusofRVC.com
a division of 

www.NYAutoGIANT.comA U T H O R I Z E D
L E X U S  D E A L E R

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

*Tax, tags & DMV fees additional. Lease specials subject to Lexus Financial Service with very good credit (730 credit score). Lessee responsible for maintenance, repairs, excess wear, tear 25 cents per mile 
over 10k miles/year. Purchase option available. Total payments: IS250=$12,564; ES350=$14,364; RX350=$17,964; GS350=$21,564. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Offer expires July 31, 2009.

27HWY

MPG
MSRP: $37,390.

$399*Automatic, 6 Cyl, 
Leather, Sunroof, All 

Power, CD
Lease per mo. 36 mos.

2009 GS350
AWD

$599*
Lease per mo. 36 mos.

25HWY

MPG

Automatic, 6 Cyl, Leather, 
Sunroof, All Power, CD

MSRP: $46,950.

2009 IS250
AWD

$349*
Lease per mo. 36 mos.

26HWY

MPG

Automatic, 
6 Cyl, Leather

MSRP: $35,820.

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

Going on now at 
Lexus of 

Rockville Centre. 
Come in for a test 

drive today!

2010 RX350

FWD 
Heated Seats,  P/MoonroofLease per mo. 36 mos.

$499*

$399 . . . . . .First Month Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$0 . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee

*$3,599 . . . . . . . . .Due at signing
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

$599. . . . . .First Month Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$0 . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2999 . . . . . . . . . Down Payment

*$4,298 . . . . . . . . .Due at signing
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

$349 . . . . . .First Month Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$0 . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2500 . . . . . . . . . Down Payment

*$3,549 . . . . . . . . .Due at signing
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

$499 . . . . . .First Month Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$0 . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2500 . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment

*$3,699 . . . . . . . . .Due at signing
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional. MSRP: $41,157.

2009 ES350

0.9%
Financing 

available for up 
to 36 months 

with approved 
credit on 

2009  IS250 
& ES350.

25HWY

MPG

The Completely 
Redesigned 
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48 FROST LANE, LAWRENCE
CALL BROCHA AT 516-374-1904 
FOR A VIEWING OR VISIT THE 

COFFEE BAR AT 345 CENTRAL AVE. 
TO SEE A SAMPLE OF HER WORK.

PLUS SUMMER SPECIAL: 
HALF-PRICE SALE 

ON MANY PAINTINGS!

SUMMER
ART CLASSES

FOR ALL AGES

SUMMER
ART CLASSES

FOR ALL AGES

Offer valid 5/5/09 – 8/31/09.  Limitations and restrictions apply. Ask for details. ©2009 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc.

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades Pirouette® Window Shadings

2
9
3
8
7
9

Lenny Koegel • 516-594-6010
Serving the Five Towns and surrounding areas since 1988

www.distinctivewindowfashions.com
WE DO REPAIRS



have no reason to think that it will be
built,” Gross said. He does not expect
the dissolution of the Machon to impact
Rambam, which “made it on its own for
the first 14 years.” 

Gross called the Shalhevet deficit a
“tiny, tiny number.” 

“The idea that the deficit was the
reason to close Shalhevet — especially
for someone really familiar with the
numbers as I am — seems harder and
harder to justify,” he said. Rather than a
truly new school, “Shalhevet is really
just an expansion of the existing pro-
gram at Rambam. I would say that the
biggest thing in the Shalhevet deficit
was the rent on the Beth El building,
which HAFTR had for years and years.” 

A number of Shalhevet instructors
are HAFTR faculty, he added. HAFTR is
“left with the salaries of the teachers
that they’re going to have to pay.” Even
tuition disparities could remain, if any
Shalhevet students enter HAFTR High
School at their existing tuition level.

“I think the HAFTR parents have
been sold a bill of goods, that the high
tuition bills of the HAFTR parents was a
result of the Shalhevet deficit,” Gross said.  

HAFTR co-president Yaron Korn-
blum called the comments “unfortu-
nate.”

“In today's economic environment,
the losses were going to increase signifi-
cantly for Shalhevet. By any measure-
ment, these are not "tiny" numbers. If
Shalhevet were to continue another
year, the losses would have severely
affected operations at HAFTR and Ram-
bam,” said Kornblum. “Despite the dis-
paraging remarks made about HAFTR,
we are confident that HAFTR will be
continue to be a leading Modern Ortho-
dox yeshiva for many years to come.” 

Jack Margareten is a father of
three boys who attend HAFTR and a
board member who voted to stop fund-
ing Shalhevet because “to have done
anything else would have been reckless
and would have led to the demise of
HAFTR as a viable institution. To me it
was plain as day,” he said.

“You should be very clear — in
that room there were plenty of support-
ers of Machon. I know people that were
pro-Machon who voted to stop the
funding of Shalhevet. They were sepa-
rate issues.”

led by the bearded rabbi. One by one,
two by two, they came, until the Christ-
ian guide stood by himself.

22 years later Rabbi Landy still
casts the same type of spell. Friendly
and approachable, with a wry sense of
humor, and an encyclopedic knowledge
of Tanach (Five Books of Moses,
Prophets and Scriptures), Talmud and
Jewish history, as well as of the secular
academic field known as bible criti-
cism, he offers guided tours by appoint-
ment only at a number of the world’s
great museums, including the Metro-
politan Museum of Art in New York,
the Oriental Museum in Chicago, the
British Museum in London, the Louvre
in Paris and, of course, the Israel Muse-
um in Jerusalem. 

Rabbi Landy, never without a sefer
with which he puts “downtime” to good
use, said his Tanach Tours, as he calls
them, can “show the Torah world there
is plenty of archeology that is worth
knowing,” while at the same time pro-
viding an educated response to those
who would cast doubt on the Torah’s
account of history. 

“We live in a world with bible criti-
cism where they say, ‘We don’t have the
evidence,’ Rabbi Landy observed.
“Well, there’s plenty that has been
found. There are plenty of archaeologi-
cal artifacts that match what we know
from Tanach.” 

He also lectures annually at HANC
using PowerPoint to illustrate his sub-
jects, has taken MTA students to the
Met and, several years ago, delivered a
series of four lectures at Yeshiva Uni-
versity. 

On a warm Sunday in late April,
40 people, including several families
from West Hempstead, followed Rabbi
Landy around the Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art in Manhattan. Most had
been there before, some many times.
But each saw the collections he toured
through new eyes — Jewish eyes, if
you will. 

In the Near East Department he
traced “the footsteps of Avraham
Avinu” — Avraham’s journey from Ur

Kasdim to Charan — and discussed the
findings of an archaeological dig at Ur
Kasdim called, “The Royal Tombs of
Ur.” Standing in one transplanted room
from “a typical, massive Assyrian
palace” discovered in the 1850’s, he
described the kings who ruled that part
of the world in the 7th and 8th cen-
turies B.C.E — kings who, upon their
deaths, were buried with all of their
(poisoned) servants.

“This was the society that Avraham
Avinu was born into,” Rabbi Landy
noted. 

Pointing out intricately carved
lions from the time of Nebuchadnezzar
(“no doubt a megalomaniac”) he
explained that interested parties could
see more of the lions where they had
come from originally, in Iraq (“not rec-
ommended,” he said).

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
has a fair amount of material related to
Purim, including several colorful bricks
excavated from the king’s palace at
Shushan, where the Purim story took
place.

Referring to a king known as
Chashriash, mispronounced by the
Greeks as Xerxes, “Most believe he is
Achashverosh,” Rabbi Landy said.  

Strongly disputing claims by some
academics that Megillat Esther was
written in the Hellenistic period —
“That’s nonsense, in my opinion,” he
said firmly — Rabbi Landy pointed out
that the Megillah is replete with Per-
sian words, “but not one Greek word.”

The tour spun on for more than
two fascinating hours — touching on
Egypt (Ramses II is “believed by most
scholars to have been king” when the

Jews left Egypt), the Dead Sea Scrolls,
the missing 10 tribes, and the destruc-
tion of the second Bais Hamikdash. 

“I thought it would be interesting
to see [the Met] through a Jewish per-
spective, through the Tanach,” said
Dina Selesny of West Hempstead. She’s
been through portions of the museum
four times in the past, including trips
with HANC sixth graders. On her fifth
visit she saw it “in a whole different
light,” she said.

“I haven’t been here in a while,”
said her daughter, Elizabeth Selesny,
who is going into 11th grade at Cen-
tral. Now, “I see it through a more
mature perspective; through a Jewish
perspective.”

“I was fascinated to see how he
brought out the Jewish history,” said
Teaneck resident Susan Presby. “If you
think about it, there is no ‘Jewish era,’”
just Jewish history in every time and
place. She and her husband, Lenny, visit
the museum once a month or so “and
we’ve walked right by this,” he said.

Rabbi Landy will be in the U.S. for
about ten days this month, leading
Tanach Tours at museums in NY,
Chicago and possibly Baltimore. Sched-
ule permitting, he is also available to
deliver PowerPoint presentations about
the Three Weeks (Bein HaMetzorim) at
shuls, bungalow colonies and summer
camps. For information, rates and
reservations e-mail him directly at
nzion@smile.net.il. He plans to lead a
tour at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art this Sunday, July 19. Email to
reserve a slot. Rabbi Landy also leads
tours around Israel.

RAMBAM AND
HAFTR TO SPLIT

Continued from Page One

‘TANACH TOUR’ AT THE MET
Continued from Page One

Photo by Mayer Fertig

‘Tanach Tours’ at major museums effectively counter anti-Torah bible criticism, and
demonstrate “to the Torah world there is plenty of archeaology worth knowing.”

Photo by Mayer Fertig

Pausing while tour participants take in the Temple of Dendur at the Met. 

Photo by Mayer Fertig

Bricks from the palace of Achashverosh.
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Please join us for the Grand Opening of our newest

Williams-Sonoma Outlet
419 central avenue, cedarhurst, new york

(516) 295-9484

You’ll find cookware, electrics, food, tabletop items and more, all at 
incredible values. Bring in this advertisement and get an 

additional 10% off your entire purchase through July 31, 2009. 

Offer valid only at Williams-Sonoma Outlet Cedarhurst.
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What it feels like
to survive abuse
To the Editor: 

I sat next to you in class, I
live on your block. I went to
your camp, I studied with you
for tests. I am a regular girl. 

A regular girl with a huge
secret.

When I was six years old, my
father’s friend took me down to
my basement to play. He used
the privacy of the basement to
do inappropriate and untznius-
dik (immodest) things to me. It
took me years of suffering in
shameful silence to come out
and admit the horrific truth: I
had been abused. The full
extent of the evil deeds this
man had committed didn’t hit
me until years and years later.
Now, as a young adult, standing
on the threshold of my adult-

hood, I am forced to deal with
the daily reality of what this
means to me, so many years
later.

As I sit and think about what
this man has caused, about the
ramifications this has had, and
will have, on my life, I am
engulfed by masses of feelings. 

I feel...
Ashamed. Ashamed?

Ashamed of how my body was
used, how my body was abused.
Ashamed of how I am different.
Ashamed of the things that I’ve
gone through.  

Lonely. Lonely? Can you
imagine the feeling of being
surrounded by friends, yet
unable to get help from any of
them? Can you imagine the
feeling of being the post popu-
lar girl in the class, yet staring
at all of the admiring girls from
behind a huge glass partition?
Can you imagine the feeling of
being surrounded by masses of

Letters

ome of the most deeply unpleas-
ant people in the world are the
ones who bear grudges. You
know the type — she still bad-

mouths you because you spilled soda
on her shirt in 1982 or he still give you
the eye because you stepped on his foot
in 1988. They can't let anything go. (If
you're one of them you'll probably
never forgive us for this, but we
digress). To recap: Holding a grudge?
Not nice. Still, there are some situations
where holding a grudge is not only use-
ful, but quite desirable. More on that in
a moment.

Have you ever heard it said that vot-
ers have short memories? It's true, they
do. And voters have another fault, as
well. No matter how lousy they know
everyone else's elected official to be,
when it comes to their own person …
well, he's not so bad, she's not so bad. 

Here's where the holding-the-grudge
thing come in. 

(We're writing this very slowly so

everyone can follow along). 
Next Election Day, and the one after

that, and so on: Throw. The. Bums.
Out.

It's all but certainly a pipe dream, we
know, but after the fiasco in Albany
that locked up the State Senate for
more than a month, the perfect, just
outcome would be for there to be an
entirely new Senate sworn in over the
next few years. As each of the current
clowns comes up for re-election, Hold.
A. Grudge. And toss them out on their
fannies, free to seek other employment
as ex-state senators. 

The likes of the recent spectacle — a
pair of lawmakers of highly question-
able character tying Nassau County,
New York City and the rest of the state
into knots while they carried out a
naked grab for power — should never
be seen again.

And the way to lock that in is to
institute the power of recall. Not only
should New Yorkers elect a whole new
group of senators but it would be nice
to see someone with the money to
make it happen start the ball rolling on
the legal niceties of ensuring that voters
have the right to rid themselves of an
elected official who so blatantly shows
his or her election to have been a mis-
take. As have all — really, all — our
current senators. 

Remember: in this one instance,
Hold. A. Grudge. And Throw. The.
Bums. Out.

Pretend they stepped on your foot. 

■ ■ ■

Correction: Due to an editing error,
Hugo Chavez was mistakenly referred
to in this space last week as the presi-
dent of Argentina. He is the president of
Venezuela. We still don't like him. 

Editorial

Holding a grudge
S
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girls, dancing in a happy circle
around the radiant Kallah, yet
feeling like I am the only one
who isn’t part of the joy?

Angry. Angry? Sure I am
angry with my abuser, but it’s
more than that. I feel angry at
the world. Angry with the peo-
ple who have created a society
where I have to be ashamed, to
keep HIS secret. 

Hurt. Hurt? Yes, physically
hurt. This man hurt me, but it
was more than that. I am also
hurt at those few people who
know my secret, who are privy
to my pain. Hurt at their lack of
support. Hurt at their lack of
understanding.

Shocked. Shocked? Shocked
that this could happen to a “reg-
ular” girl like me. Shocked at

the way one man can change
the entire course of my life.
Shocked that people aren’t
doing more to stop it.

Frustrated. Frustrated? Frus-
trated that people think I did
something wrong. I was six
years old at the time. Frustrated
that people pity me. I am still a
regular girl. Frustrated that peo-
ple think it doesn’t happen in
“our” world. Frustrated that we
can’t talk about such things.
Frustrated that people are
sweeping a problem that is such
a big part of my life under the
rug.

Hopeful. Hopeful? Hopeful
that some day in the near future
I won’t be forced under a blan-
ket of shame. Hopeful that
Hashem will continue to give

me the strength to grow from
my challenges and use my expe-
riences to help others in similar
situations. Hopeful that frum
publications will continue to
help raise awareness by printing
my letter.

HAPPYGIRL

Editor’s note: Name withheld by
request due to the sensitive, high-
ly personal nature of the letter. 

Shalhevet can’t
close

To the Editor: 
Shalhevet High School can’t

close! It is our home! We as
Shalhevet students have a bond
that cannot be explained in
words. We also have a bond
with our teachers, one that is
special and unlike anywhere
else. We can’t split up. Is there
anything we can do to keep our
school/family alive?

Shalhevet is a home away
from home. If you were forced
out of a place you loved, how
would you feel? Our school is
filled with warmth, friendship
and tons of Chesed. Life is all
about Avodat Hashem, which is
what we pursue in Shalhevet.
Shalhevet has to open up again
this fall; it just has to!

SHALHEVET HIGH SCHOOL
Class of 2012
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B Y  R A B B I  A V I  B I L L E T

As difficult as it is to com-
prehend warfare and the tactics
required to ensure survival of
your side, Biblical warfare is a
different playing field in which
G-d calls the shots. On the most
simplistic level, the rules are out
of the realm of our understand-
ing.

“Moshe spoke to the people,
saying, ‘Detach men for armed
service against Midian, so that G-
d’s revenge can be taken against
the Midianites’....They mounted
a surprise attack against Midian
as G-d had commanded Moses,
and killed all the [adult] males.
Along with the other victims,
they also killed the five kings of
Midian... The Israelites took cap-
tive all the women of Midian and
their children...” (31:3-9)

To further the difficulties of
Biblical war, after the men return
not having followed Moshe’s
instructions completely, they are
commanded, “Now kill every
male child, as well as every
woman who has been involved
intimately with a man. However,
all the young girls who have not
been involved intimately with a
man, you may keep alive for
yourselves.” (31:17-18)

Those who gathered in
Geneva in August 1949 for the
“Convention for the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War,”
would likely cringe over these
instructions. After all, civilized
countries do not allow any kind
of mistreatment of prisoners
beyond their imprisonment.

Barring a direct command
from G-d, I would not suggest
that anyone kill enemy soldiers
who have laid down their arms
(imprisonment is a different
story), or seek out male children
or possibly pregnant females in
order to destroy all male proge-
ny. (In the case of Midian, many
of the women were guilty of
causing Israelites to sin and die
over Baal Pe’or.)

Even Moshe’s soldiers were
sensitive to this idea, which is
why they needed to be re-
instructed in 31:17-18 to finish
the job. Before their reeducation,
however, “Moshe was angry at
the generals and captains, who
were the officers returning from
the military campaign.” (31:14)

Why did he get angry over
their sensitivity to human life?

Rashi says because when a
leader has the power to
reproach, he is responsible for
the failures of his people. When
Moshe delegated G-d-ordered
responsibilities, he put the jobs in
the hands of others in order that
they be carried out. As Colonel
Nathan Jessep said in the play “A

Few Good Men,” “We follow
orders, son. We follow orders, or
people die.” Moshe’s anger, it
seems, is well placed.

The Midrash (Sifrei 157)
states, “Elazar the Kohen said to
the soldiers who came from the
battlefront, ‘This is the law of the
Torah: Moshe - because he got
angry, he made a mistake.’ Rabbi
Elazar ben Azaryah says, ‘Moshe
got angry three times and made
a mistake each time because of
it. In Vayikra 10:16-20 he got
angry with Elazar and Itamar
when they didn’t follow the
instructions for administering the
korban correctly. In Bamidbar 20
he got angry and called the peo-
ple rebels over the water inci-
dent. And here he got angry,
causing Elazar to have to teach
the laws to the people (31:21-
24).”

While it seems the midrash
is critical of Moshe, it raises an
opinion that Moshe went to an
extreme in order to give Elazar a
platform from which to speak
and teach, so that after Moshe’s
death people would not be able
to say, “During Moshe’s lifetime
you never said or taught any-
thing. What gives you the right
to speak now, just because he is
no longer around?” If Moshe
seems to be unreasonable, which
may be by design, then Elazar
can teach in his stead.

The common denominator
of each instance where Moshe
lost his temper was his fear that
people, for not having followed
instructions, would die. This is
understandable. I’ve seen many
parents lose their cool when
their children are careless near a
street or a swimming pool, or in
other potentially dangerous situ-
ations. While anger is not a good
quality, in such cases it is often a
natural impulse. And this anger’s
“existence, while grotesque and
incomprehensible to you, saves
lives.” (Col. Jessep)

Whether anger is a good
quality (or not), it conveys an
important message when coming
from someone who - as the
midrash paints it - only got angry
(erringly) three times in 40
years. (Moshe also became angry
in Shmot 16:20, but he was right
that time, and was also con-
cerned that people might die.) If
we were to use anger sparingly,
perhaps that rarity would cause
it to have its desired effect.

But the other lesson of the
midrash is equally important. A
friend of mine once told me, “I
never want to be in a position
where a younger person is wait-
ing for me to croak in order to
take over doing something I do.”
Any person whose job is secure
should be able and willing to

give a younger person a platform
from which to shine.

Whether a senior rabbi to an
assistant, or an executive owner
or partner to a younger partner
or to a person rising through the
ranks, it takes tremendous
strength of character to say, “I’ve
accomplished a lot in my time,
and I want the next generation
to have a shot.” Shul roles, such

as gabbai, Torah reader, ba’al
tefilah, etc, also fall into this cate-
gory. It does not mean the more
seasoned person must retire early
or ride off into the sunset.

As Moshe realized, however,
it does mean being able to pull
yourself out, either by rouse or
design or openly, to share the
limelight with the next genera-
tion.

I took a week off
from writing last
week, as my wife and
I were busy marrying
off a daughter. O.K.,
so she isn't our
daughter, she is our
niece. But it sure felt
like we were marry-
ing off a daughter.
And no, we didn't
have to pay for the
wedding but we gladly would have. She
moved into our home and hearts a year ago
after graduating from Stern College. We have
always been close to her. She was a flower girl
at our wedding fifteen years ago and, this
time, at her wedding, our two youngest
daughters served as flower girls for her
entourage.

In the year or so that she lived with us,
she served as a role model for our four daugh-
ters and we already miss her.  Her groom, an
exceptional young man, is both respectful and
insightful. Together, we know they will serve
as role models to other couples. I am not
abashed to say that they inspire me to be a
better partner to my wife. They personify the
trait of "giving."

In my role as a rabbi years ago and now
as a lawyer who, among other areas of law,
practices matrimonial law, I have had occasion
to witness many couples. I have observed dif-
ferent qualities of relationships. When both
spouses are "takers" the relationship is doomed
to fail. When one spouse is a giver and the
other a taker, similar gloom is on the horizon.
The giver will ultimately resent always giving
and the taker will never be happy. The insa-
tiable need of the taker to have their spouse fill
the void created in their childhood can never
be fulfilled.

When both give to each other, one would
think that would be a model for success. But,

truth be told, the "mutual perpetual givers" are
also headed for tough times for a variety of
reasons. After a while one partner is bound to
feel that they have given more than the other.
So while giving to the other to make the other
happy has its virtues, it is still not the
ultimate.

The best relationship is
one whose giving is predi-
cated on the premise that
giving makes the Master
of the Universe happy.
One who gives for that
reason can never feel
cheated because G-d has
always given more to that giver
than the giver has given to G-d. That
outlook is a recipe for success in a marriage
and in life; and it was a theme that, as you are
about to read, unfolded at my niece's wedding.

Ten minutes into the first dance set the
groom's sister, who is also a long time close
friend of the bride, fell and hurt her ankle. An
ambulance was called; she was placed on a
stretcher and taken to a hospital. She was in
tears because of the intense pain but more so
because she was going to miss her brother's
and her best friend's wedding.

Through man's new best friend, the cell
phone, her status at the hospital was moni-
tored, as was her expected return time to the
wedding hall. What was thought to be a frac-
ture was diagnosed as a severe sprain and she
returned at 11:30 p.m., on crutches with her
foot tightly wrapped. She returned long after
most of the guests had left, after all the tables
had been cleared, after the floor had been
swept and after the band had packed up and
gone home.

She returned to a semi-darkened hall that
exploded into joyous dancing when she hob-
bled out of the cab. The family and twenty or
so friends danced her into the wedding hall
where the bandleader, Shloime Dachs,

remained by himself without musical backup
and sang a cappella for twenty minutes. He
sang for twenty minutes so that this young
woman could dance with her brother and her
new sister-in-law. For me, those twenty min-

utes were the best part of the wedding.
Sheer joy, whose source was a

giving of the highest and
deepest quality, was on dis-
play.

As I put pen to
paper for this column, I
heard a similar story of

giving that is so beautiful
and inspiring that I want to

share it as well. A local hamburger
joint somewhere in Oklahoma sponsored

a contest. Little 12-year-old Stevie was the win-
ner and became the proud new owner of a
ten-speed bicycle. Since he already had a bike,
he gave the new one to a neighborhood child
who did not have a bike.

When the owners of the hamburger joint
heard of little Stevie's benevolence, they invit-
ed him back to the store and, with reporters
and television cameras looking on, presented
him with a $100 check. Stevie promptly
cashed the check and purchased kneepads,
wrist guards and a helmet for the boy to
whom he had given the new bicycle.  

Sometimes we learn "giving" from veter-
ans of marriage, sometimes from new brides,
grooms and friends of the couple.  Sometimes
we learn giving from a paid entertainer who
stays long after others have left to provide joy
to one who missed out. And yes, sometimes
we learn the art of giving from twelve-year-
olds. No matter the source, the lesson is one to
be taken to heart.

David Seidemann is a partner with the law
firm of Seidemann & Mermelstein.  He can be
reached at (718) 692-1013 and at ds@lawof-
ficesm.com.

David Seidemann

F R O M  T H E  O T H E R  S I D E  O F  T H E  B E N C H

The lesson of giving is a keeper
When the Sun-

day Times of Lon-
don reported that
Israel has secured
permission from
Saudi Arabia to fly
over Saudi airspace
if and when it was
necessary to attack
Iran, the office of
the Israeli Prime
Minister denied the
agreement. So did the Saudis.

While these heads of state
may be attempting to keep the
plan a secret, it is certainly no
surprise. People who follow the
goings on in the Middle East
have been watching this plan
unfold for a long time - even
before the Obama administra-
tion became a part of the
Israel/Iran mix.   

A year ago, serious and reli-
able rumors surfaced that Israeli
fighter aircraft were on the
ground in Saudi air-force bases,
allowing Israeli pilots to familiar-
ize themselves with the Saudi ter-
rain. It is also rumored that dur-
ing Israel’s operation against
Hamas in Gaza, Egypt and Saudi
Arabia received almost daily
recaps on relevant issues and
important decisions. The
sequence of this Middle East ver-
sion of the game “telephone” is
hard to tie down, but the calls
probably went from Tel Aviv to
Cairo to Riyadh, with Egypt relay-
ing information with the bless-
ings, if not at the behest, of Israel. 

Now, this report asserts
that the chief of Israel’s Mossad,
Meir Dagan, has come to a very
clear agreement with Saudi
leadership about flying over
Saudi Arabia. I am not suggest-
ing that Israel is about to
embark on an aerial raid on
Iran, but I have no doubt that
plans are in the works and
include all varieties of access
and attack points. 

The United States has made
no secret of the fact that they
are not giving a green light to
Israel. Sarkozy of France refers

to such plans as cat-
aclysmic for the
region. The reaction
of the international
community to what
may very well be an
inevitable act by
Israel is significant
not only diplomati-
cally, but also practi-
cally and militarily.

If Israel uses
Saudi airspace to attack Iran it
does not need permission from
the United States and does not
need US flight codes. Israel
would only need to fly south and
quickly east into Saudi Arabia,
across the Persian Gulf and into
Iran. Permission for Israel to use
Saudi air space alleviates poten-
tial pressure that the US could
apply on Israel not to act against
Iran.

The fact that the Saudis are
willing to give Israel permission
to use their air space is in itself a
blow to Iran. It sends a message
to Iran that neighboring nations
are willing to step up and help
Israel stop nuclear proliferation. It
tells Iran that its neighbors, other
Arab countries whom it consid-
ered allies, view Iran as a greater
threat than they view Israel. It is
a critical announcement to the
region. And Iran has received the
message even if Israel and the
Saudis deny the assertion.   

That message was com-
pounded last week when Egypt
permitted Israel to bring its Dol-
phin series nuclear sub through
the Suez Canal. Iran cannot
deny that the powers of the
Middle East are uniting against
it. Iran has never been a country
to just wait and watch. We must
monitor how Iran counters
these moves.

Micah D. Halpern is a columnist
and a social and political com-
mentator. Read his latest book
THUGS. He maintains The
Micah Report www.micah-
halpern.com. Reach Micah at:
917 399-4468

I ’ M  T H I N K I N G

Enemy of my enemy

Micah D. Halpern

M A T T O S - M A S E I

Anger by design
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FFoorr  aa  ccoommpplleettee  lliissttiinngg  ooff  uuppccoommiinngg
ccoommmmuunniittyy  eevveennttss,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  iitteemmss

tthhaatt  ddiiddnn’’tt  mmaakkee  iitt  iinnttoo  tthhee  pprriinntt  eeddii--
ttiioonn,,  ggoo  ttoo  wwwwww..tthheejjeewwiisshhssttaarr..ccoomm..

Cedarhurst - The Young Israel of
Woodmere is hosting a lecture on
Thursday, July 16 at 8:30 p.m. as part
of their Dilemma, Discussion and
Dessert series. Rabbi Aaron Glatt will
speak on the topic of “Could a
Churban Happen in our Lifetime?” at
the home of Judy and Steven
Stulberger, 559 Harbor Drive in
Cedarhurst. For more information,
call the shul at (516) 295-0950. 

East Hills - The Sid Jacobson JCC is
presenting a seminar entitled
“Survivor’s Survival Kit” on Tuesday,
July 21 from 10:30 a.m. until 12 noon.
Presented by Martha Kolodkin, this

seminar shows you how to minimize
the stress on your surviving family
members after you’re gone through
the development of a Survivor’s
Survival Kit. The cost is $10 for non-
members and free for SJJCC mem-
bers and Passport Holders. For more
information, please contact Donna
Bernstein at (516) 484-1545 ext. 134. 

Lido Beach - AMIT presents its
Annual Yom Iyun - Day of Learning
Seminar - “For Women by Women” at
the Lido Beach Synagogue at
Fairway Road and Lido Boulevard in
Lido Beach, on Wednesday, July 22,
Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av, from
9:30-1:30.  The Seminar is titled,
“Family Redeemed, Exploring Biblical
and Present Day Paradigms of
Family Relationships.” The presen-
ters will be noted lecturers Ann
Leifer, MA and Rebbetzin Dina

Rabhan, LCSW. Call the AMIT office at
212-477-4720 or the synagogue
office at 516-889-9650 for more
information.

Fleischmanns, NY - Executive
directors, fundraisers, development
professionals, and organization lay
leaders: take advantage of two days
of seminars, lectures and network-
ing opportunities with peers to help
make your fundraising program
more productive. Wednesday, July
22, Thursday July 23, at
Oppenheimer’s Regis Hotel in
Fleischmanns, NY. Topics to be
addressed include: What’s for
Dinner? An Insider’s View on
Running an Effective and Successful
Dinner Campaign; The Check is in
the Mail! Is Direct Mail Right for
You?; Proven Time Management and
Donor Retention Techniques; and
Tough Decisions for Tough Times:
Running Your Fundraising Machine
at 25% Below Budget. Presenters
include Herschel Leiner, president of
H. LEINER & Co.; Yitzchok Saftlas,
president of Bottom Line Marketing
Group; Rabbi Tzvi Bider, executive

director of Chicago Center for Torah
& Chesed; Rabbi Yonah Weinrib,
Judaica Illuminations; Rabbi Tzvi
Chaim Pincus of Tiferes Stam, and
others. For reservations or more
information, contact Mrs. Esther
Saftlas at 718-412-3520 or
NYseminar2009@gmail.com.

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting a lecture on “The Baseball
Talmud” on Thursday, July 23 at 7:30
p.m. Join author and radio personal-
ity Howard Megdal as he discusses
his new book, a historical narration
of Major League Jewish Baseball in
America. Cost is $6. For more infor-
mation, please call (516) 634-4154 or
e-mail mlevi@friedbergjcc.org. 

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting a day trip to Northport on
Sunday, July 26. The day will begin
with a Living History Tour at the
Vanderbilt Mansion where actors
play the roles of the Vanderbilt fami-
ly and their famous guest. Then, we
stop for a three-course luncheon.
After lunch, we head over to the new
John W. Engeman Theater for the

Gershwin musical “Crazy for You”
Cost is $132 for the day, with luxury
coach bus transportation included.
Register by June 20. The trip will be
leaving at 9 a.m. from the JCC, 15
Neil Court in Oceanside. For more
information, please call (516) 766-
4341 or go to www.friedbergjcc.org. 

Rockville Centre - Mercy Medical
Center will present a free one-hour
lecture on “My Parents Are Aging.
What Do I Need To Know?” on
Wednesday, July 29 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Mercy League Lounge on the
hospital campus. Mercy’s Director of
Geriatric Medicine Dr. Muhammad
Ramzan, and Adult Health Nurse
Practitioner Margaret Amodemo, will
discuss signs of aging that should
be of concern, care and assistance
that is available, and issues of
importance that people might not
even consider. The presentation will
include information about Mercy
Medical Center’s Geriatric
Assessment Program, nutrition, pre-
vention of falls, and the broad
affects that an aging parent has on
all members of a family. Registration
is not required. The Mercy League
Lounge is located in the building
opposite the hospital’s Emergency
Department. For parking, follow the
signs to the lecture. For more infor-
mation, call (516) 62MERCY or visit

www. mercymedicalcenter.info.

Cedarhurst - On Tisha b’Av after-
noon, Thursday, July 30, the Young
Israel of Lawrence-Cedarhurst
(Corner of Spruce Street and
Broadway, Cedarhurst) will host a
community-wide program of shiurim
on topics most relevant to the day,
delivered by rabbonim from the Five
Towns. 

2:15 PM - Rabbi Moshe Teitelbaum,
Young Israel of Lawrence-
Cedarhurst, on “Livnot V’linto’a, Per-
sonal Response to  Churban, From
Bayit Sheni To The Shoah.”

3:20 PM - Rabbi Kenneth Hain, Con-
gregation Beth Sholom, on “A Torah
Understanding of the Holocaust.”

4:25 PM - Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz, Beis
Haknesses of North Woodmere, on
“Courage Under Fire - Responsa
From The Holocaust.”

5:30 PM - Rabbi Yehuda Septimus,
Young Israel of North Woodmere, on
“Nachem:  Prayer For The Past Or For
The Future?

6:35 PM - Rabbi Shaya Richmond,
Bais Tefilah of Woodmere, on “Tisha
B’Av - Feeling The Pain, Awaiting The
Promise.”

Ladies and Gentlemen are invited

Mincha 1:35 & 7:45 PM

ON THE

Calendar

post-high school program in
2010-2011. The yeshiva is locat-
ed in Jerusalem’s Geulah neigh-
borhood.

“The decision is a painful
one for all those who appreciate
all that Ner Yaakov has done in
the past two decades in the field
of Jewish education,” Rabbi Liff
said.

For each of the last ten
years Ner Yaakov has begun a
new term with 70-80 students,
on average. There were 60
young men at the beginning of
last year but for the upcoming
semester just 18 students were
registered, said Rabbi Liff.

Ner Yaakov is “the kind of
yeshiva the community can’t
afford to lose,” said Rabbi Brian
Thau of West Hempstead. His
son, Yori, 19, was planning to go
back for a second year.

“The yeshiva transformed
my son, and Yori is not unique,”
he said. “He went from Ram-
bam to HANC. HANC was able

to convince him to go to Eretz
Yisrael for the year and the rest,
as they say, is history. They [Ner
Yaakov] just inspired him.”

He was “very fortunate”
that his son had rebbeim (teach-
ers) who “took the time to reach
out to him.” Ner Yaakov is “one
of the only yeshivas that take
kids other yeshivas won’t handle
and turns them into find Bnei
Torah,” Rabbi Thau said, adding
that he was “distraught” to learn
that the yeshiva would not
reopen in September.

“I’ve been in chinuch for
many years and I’ve never seen
a school like this,” he said.

Ner Yaakov will help stu-
dents to make other arrange-
ments, Rabbi Liff said. All
tuitions that have been paid will
be refunded. It would be up to
individual faculty members to
choose whether to remain affili-
ated with the yeshiva during
what he hopes will be a tempo-
rary hiatus, Rabbi Liff said.
Some faculty members, he
expects, will leave.

Photo courtesy Yeshiva Ner Yaakov

Yeshiva Ner Yaakov’s headquarters in Jerusalem’s Geulah neighborhood.

ECONOMY SHUTS NER YAAKOV
Continued from Page One
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ARE YOU FEELING STRESSED?

FEELING FRUSTRATED
AT SCHOOL OR WORK?

DO YOU WANT TO DETERMINE
YOUR CHILD'S ACADEMIC

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES?
ADC Psychological Services, a comprehensive
psychological consulting center, can help. In
addition to results-oriented individual, family,
and group counseling, we offer a full range of
testing services.
Psychological evaluation provides a better
understanding of your psychological life to 
maximize your potential.
Psycho-educational testing:

• Obtains information about learning, 
memory,  behavior, and mental health.

• Clarifies the nature of learning processing 
deficits.

• Identifies strengths and weaknesses across 
many areas of academic functioning. 

• Provides information that could be helpful
in developing an individualized 
remediation plan.

Call (516)596-0073 now for a free phone consultation.

ADC PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES, PLLC
1728 Broadway, Suite 1 • Hewlett, NY 11557

(516)596-0073 • www.psychologicalhelp.org
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• Equipment Designed Exclusively for Kids
• Energetic 45 Minute Supervised Circuit Training 
• Programs for Kids Ages 6 1/2 - High School
• Nutrition Workshops 
• Hip Hop for Fitness Classes 

516.837.0971
83 Columbia Ave. • Cedarhurst, NY       www.fitwize4kids.com

The Nation’s First Healthy
Lifestyle Center Just For Kids

#1 For Birthday Parties 

$20 OFF
birthday party!

90 Minutes
of Birthday
Fun!

Fitness-Related Activities • Relay Challenge
Circuits/Obstacle Course & More

Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 9/30/09
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Designer
Discount Fabrics

• Upholstery & Drapery Fabric
• Custom Reupholstery & Drapery
• Trims & Vinyl Foam Tulle
• Slip Covers • Wood Finishings & Repair
• Everything For Do-It-Yourself

Sewing 
Classes

Call for info.

Lynbrook
393 Sunrise Hwy.

516-596-9205

• Custom

Cornices

• Headboards

• Pillows

FREE
IN STOCK 

FABRIC
On All Custom Jobs

Expires 9/17/09

QUILTING & 
DRESS FABRICS
Cotton • Poly Cotton • Satin

Linings • Select Fabrics
$199 Per yard

Expires 9/17/09

Basic Seat 
Upholstery

*Fabric
FREE

$35*

Expires 9/17/09

$400 OFF $20
Purchase

$2000 OFF$100
Purchase

Not to be combined with other 
coupons. Expires 9/17/09

New Hyde Park
Sarah’s Quilt Shop
18 Jericho Tpke.
516-327-5565

$25 - Your Fabric

We Will Beat
ALL

Competitors
Prices

Serving Nassau For
Almost 20 Years



how our fears have led to unnec-
essarily increased problems with
disastrous consequences.

Following a shocking experi-
ence like being intimidated after
making sincere abuse allegations,
there may be no viable way to
keep the victims or the parents of
the victims from leaving the frum
community. But the resilience of
the neshama (soul) is truly mirac-
ulous, and even some of these
extraordinarily determined sur-
vivors have managed to stick with
their frum communities, to work
toward significant change.

Baalei teshuva are often
especially discerning. After all, we
have taken the best from our
backgrounds, then sought to
incorporate that into the best way
of life we’ve ever found. So we are
discerning about what’s wrong
with the standard frum lifestyle as
well, and see no useful reason to
ignore significant problems,
whitewash, or cover them up. 

Baalei teshuva often are used

to politeness and friendliness from
our previous incarnations. Exem-
plary friendliness, like greeting
newcomers to shul, seems unfor-
tunately to take a back seat in
many frum communities. After
moving beyond the warm wel-
come of  initial kiruv experiences,
a ba’al teshuva may often be
stunned by a lack of welcoming
encounters thereafter. He may
soon end up becoming acclimated
to this less-than-sunny style or,
hopefully, he may admirably try
to upgrade the status quo with an
infusion of his own warm ways, if
they don’t become overly stifled.

There are many examples of
how baalei teshuva, in a steadfast
resolve for truth, have already
affected frum communities. The
demand for upgraded special ed
services, more professional thera-
peutic standards, and even
healthier eating patterns have
been indefatigably and successful-
ly advocated for by baalei teshuva
previously schooled in ways that
could substantially benefit the
frum lifestyle. “Why acquiesce to
children getting junk food and
sodas as prizes in school?” baalei
teshuva may, not surprisingly, ask.

It is not at all easy to ruffle feath-
ers and confront authorities that
have become entrenched in some
outmoded and harmful habits,
but baalei teshuva are often now
leading the way, thank G-d. 

I guess it all comes down to
this: there are some inappropriate
behaviors in our frum communi-
ties that baalei teshuva may not
tolerate as complacently as others,
and we are more willing than most
to take the initiative to work on
constructive change. Whether it’s
lax attitudes about yeshiva stu-
dents smoking, a lack of outrage
about perpetrators of abuse, or
even just a general lack of ready
smiles, we are the ones, more and
more, gaining the confidence (and
knowledge from the complex
“Pilot’s Manual”) to get up there on
our soapboxes, and work to clean
up some acts. The vast majority of
us are sticking around, and when
we come face to face with prob-
lems that need work, we don’t
have to pretend all is fine and
dandy, just as we couldn’t pretend
that in our past lifestyles either.
We’re sticking around because
we’re family now, and when mem-
bers of our family need help, we

feel more committed to them than
ever. We are here because we want
to help make this extraordinarily
worthwhile way of life even
healthier, even happier and even
more responsible.  

We want to thank you for
every single difficult effort you
have ever made to preserve

what’s most meaningful. Thanks
to all you did, we were able to
transform our lives and regain our
heritage. We hope you can see
that providing refreshing out-
looks, generating renewed enthu-
siasm, and promoting increased
accountability are some of the
ways we have to give back to you.

This striving for truth is certainly
challenging, but that’s just what
we have always been deeply
yearning for — and we’ve never
stopped. So keep those seat belts
fastened — tightly. We want to
keep soaring, G-d willing. May we
have a long and exhilarating jour-
ney together.

Unified Window Systems Inc. of
New York has partnered with Minneso-
ta-based Andersen Corporation to
bring a new, custom-made Andersen
window to the market place. Known for
quality wood windows since 1903,
Andersen has always produced stock-
sized windows mainly designed for
builders and new construction. Recent-
ly, the company decided to design a
completely custom made wood window
with all their best features. Hence, the
Andersen Wood Wright line of win-
dows was launched.

Having serviced Long Island,
Brooklyn and Queens for the past 20
years, Unified has built its reputation
as a top quality company. All the prod-
ucts sold are measured, custom made,
delivered, fully installed, and fully war-
ranteed by Unified and the manufactur-
ers it represents.

"The partnership was perfect," said
Steven DiMare, Chief Executive Officer
of Unified. "We have always admired
the Andersen name and this window is
perfect for our customers. Being able to
offer a top quality Andersen window
with the surety we won't have to dis-
rupt the exterior or interior of the cus-
tomer's house to get it installed is perfect. That can
only be done with a custom made product to fit the
home exactly."

Unified has put the window on display in all three
of its showrooms and has trained its in-home sales
people on the new product. The showrooms, located in
Hempstead Village, Huntington, and Patchogue, are
open seven days a week and the in home estimates are
free.

"This window is perfect for homes with an immac-
ulate decor and fine furnishings," Vice President of
Unified Chase Peres said. "Before this product, those
customers would have to pay double what the window
cost trying to put the house back together after all the
carpentry. With this window, they hardly know we
were there once the job is completed."

When considering home improvement, the work
"confusion" probably best describes the mindset most
shoppers. Between fast talking salesmen and manu-
facturer statistic sheets, some people lose sight of
their most valuable shopping asset — common sense.
DiMare provides the following tips on shopping for
home improvements.

Never buy anything from any person
you don't trust and feel one hundred per-
cent comfortable with. Trust your
instincts.

Sometimes, what sounds good in
description and looks great in pictures
turns out to be a total disappointment.
Do not sign a contract without seeing the
product first and never be afraid to tell
your salesman just that. An honest sales-
man will understand apprehension and
welcome you to go to the showroom
before signing a contract.

A company's reputation says it all.
Always inquire how long a company has
been in business and how many jobs
they complete each year. This informa-
tion will give you a good idea about a
company's experience. (Unified com-
pletes approximately 5,000 jobs per year
and has been in business over 20 years.
That's over 100,000 happy customers
since the company was started.) Always
check with Consumer Affairs when the
company was first licensed to be sure
they didn't change names along the way.

Never buy a product or home
improvement from a person or company
that does not work out of a showroom,
factory, or professional storefront. Even

though the price will be lower, anyone who works out
of a house, truck, or post office box, can seem to disap-
pear into thin air. Visit the place of business, even if
the contractor comes to give you an in home estimate.

If a company and salesman are really honest, you
should be able to get answers over the telephone,
including exact prices and descriptions without hav-
ing to give your name or address and without talking
to a specific person. An honest company should have
nothing to hide.

Before signing a contract, make a quick list on
your own of everything you expect in the job and
everything the salesperson promised you. Compare
your list with the contract to be sure each item is
clearly written. Don't hesitate to have the salesman
add what is missing.

Unified Windows, Doors, Siding and Roofing will
be opening a second main facility in Westchester by
late 2009 or early 2010. Much like the Hempstead Vil-
lage location, Westchester will be all in one large com-
plex. The new complex will service the areas from the
Bronx up to Monroe, NY, and Ramsey, NJ, to Danbury,
CT.

Unified Partners with Andersen

UNIFIED
WINDOW

SYSTEMS INC.
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead
516-481-3000
631-612-2510
www.uwds.com

Cornering
The Market

TERI ANN
LOESER

IN MY VIEW
Continued from Page One

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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“This letter of appreciation is being
sent to express my total and 
complete satisfaction for the care,
concern and demands for perfec-
tion even beyond that of the
patient. From the beginning of my
procedures the personal touch of
each of the doctors and staff there
extended to me created a degree
of confidence that is rare. I cannot
express to you my satisfaction and
appreciation exept to tell you that I
am smiling a lot more these days.”

- J. Johnson

4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Massapequa Park • Rego Park • 41st & Madison Ave • Scarsdale

212.269.9500
www.ContemporaryDentalImplantCentre.com

Open
Sundays

FREE
Consultation

25 Years’ Experience

SPECIALMUST BRING COUPON
ON FIRST VISIT

$395+

DENTAL
IMPLANT

POST
$445

+
CROWN
$660

Total
Cost

$1,500
Exp. 6/30/09

(Nobel Biocare ONLY $100 add’l)

Teeth Whitening
$350

($800 Value)
Brightens your teeth up to 

10 shades in 1 hour!
Maintenance Kit $135

Invisible Braces
$500Off
The Clear Alternative to Braces

DENTAL IMPLANTS 
don’t have to be expensive 
TO BE THE BEST!

DENTAL IMPLANTS 
don’t have to be expensive 
TO BE THE BEST!
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For information Call:For information Call:
AuctionAmericaRealty.comAuctionAmericaRealty.com
516-632-5065516-632-5065

Real EstateReal Estate
AuctionAuction

Featured Properties:
★

★

★

Sell your property in 30 days!

Las Vegas — All Sold

New to market — 87 Brooklyn, Queens and Bronx properties
   New construction, some fi nished, some not —  bids now being accepted

Sag Harbor — Urgent auction, must sell now — Bid on line

Talk’n’Save gives you the best value on cellular service in Israel, without sacrificing

on quality or service. See whymore than 90 schools and thousands of parents &

students have chosen Talk’n’Save.

We understand the importance 
of a good connection.

visit www.talknsave.net today! Or call: 1-866-TALKNSAVE (1-866-825-5672)
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B Y  N O A H  D .  G U R O C K
Exclusive for The Jewish Star

TEL AVIV-For Americans
who watched Michael Phelps
win eight gold medals last year
at the Olympic Games in Bei-
jing, or who remember Michael
Jordan and Magic Johnson lead-
ing Team USA to the Gold in the
1992 games in Barcelona, the
excitement of a single Olympic
medal may pale in comparison.

But when you see how
Israelis cheered when Shay
Oren Smadga (Bronze in Judo)
and Yael Arad (Silver in Judo)
won the nation’s first-ever
Olympic medals in 1992, or how

the giant Israeli flags waved
when Gil Fridman won a Bronze
in sailing in Atlanta in 1996, you
might change your mind. 

Scenes of Israeli athletes
erupting with emotion after
winning gold, silver or bronze
were rarely, if ever, shown on
American TV. But they explode
on the giant screen as part of
“The Olympic Experience,” a
spectacular multi-media show
soon to open here in Tel Aviv.

The Jewish Star was given
an exclusive preview of the
show last week, an exciting one-
hour interactive extravaganza
that took three years to conceive
and another three years (and 15

million shekels) to put together.
The tour was in Hebrew, but an
English language version will be
ready very soon.

Originally called an
Olympic “museum,” the five-
room show (corresponding to
the five Olympic rings) follows a
young female athlete (“Shir”)
and her coach (“Yael”) as she
prepares to compete in the
Olympic Games. “Shir” is wor-
ried about being ready to face
the stress of the competition.
We learn about the modern
Olympic champions in one room
(including Jordan, Magic John-
son, Jesse Owens and Mark
Spitz, among others, and what

it takes to be a champion).
It’s a theatre in the round, 360
degrees of excitement as you

stand in the middle of the room
and watch images blast onto
giant screens all around you.

We were joined on our tour
by a group of 12 year-olds from
a school in Ramat HaSharon.
These boys and girls were
thrilled and dazzled by the
experience, even though the
names and faces of the athletes
were unknown to them

In the second room, we are
taken back to ancient times, as
we join Shir and Yael in learning
about the origins of the Olympic
Games.  

In the third room we sit in
the middle of the Olympic
“ring” as the stories of Israel’s
champions are projected, told
through their own words and
state of the art holograms.  We
are moved from one side to the
other, transfixed by the stories
of the six athletes who won a
total of seven medals (Fridman
won a Gold in sailing in 2004)
and hear their stories of a life of
training, striving and courage.

That’s one of the goals of
the show, explained Shlomi
Stein, the manager of The
Olympic Experience, who insists
you don’t have to be a sports fan
to be dazzled by it. The real
message, Stein told us, is that
“you can have a dream and pro-
ceed to fulfill it.” And that’s
what you hear from all of the
Israeli Olympians, in their own
words, as you re-live their
moments of Olympic glory.

For those of us who lived
through the tragedy of Munich
in 1972, the fourth ring, a
memorial to the 11 Israeli
Olympians who were murdered
by Palestinian terrorists, tells a
story which still brings tears to
your eyes. The video clip of
Golda Meir warning the world
that “no Israeli will ever be safe
anywhere,” if Israel gives in to
terrorist demands, brought back
memories of the story we cov-
ered for days.

The historic video clip of
ABC’s Jim McKay telling the
world that, “Our worst fears
have been realized tonight.
They’ve now said that there
were eleven hostages. Two were
killed in their rooms yesterday
morning; nine were killed at the
airport tonight. They’re all
gone,” is something no one
should forget.

The stories of the murdered
Olympians are narrated by
Israeli track and field star Esther
Roth-Shachamorov, a member
of the 1972 Israeli Olympic
Team who was housed in a dif-
ferent part of the Olympic com-
plex. The stories are emotional
tributes to those murdered, so
much so that Roth-
Shachamorov breaks down as

she ends their stories.
But something is missing.

Although she is identified as a
survivor, no mention is made of
the five Israelis who survived
the actual attack.

The theme of the fifth ring
room is the future, with a giant
sound and light globe to inspire
everyone to live the Olympic
theme of “faster, higher,
stronger.”

And to help young people
better understand that, there is
a room full of interactive activi-
ties. You can test yourself
against someone else in sprint-
ing off the starting blocks, or get
on a treadmill and see just how
fast you would have to run to
compete in a Marathon. You can
also take an interactive quiz on
the Olympics and Israel’s
Olympic history.

The show “is excellent to
explain the Olympic spirit to
youngsters, and to motivate
them for hard work to try to
reach the goal of participation
in the Olympic Games,” we were
told by Shaul P. Ladany, a two-
time Israeli Olympian.
Ladany, holder of a number of
world records in Race Walking
and author of the autobiogra-
phy “King of the Road,” saw the
show during a pre-opening
event for athletes. He is disap-
pointed that, “The Olympic
Experience gives short shrift to
Israel’s Olympic history.

“The history of the Israeli
participation is long, interesting,
full of devoted and non-devoted
individuals, volunteers, politi-
cians and officials, joys,
intrigues, failures and success-
es,” he told the Jewish Star.

Ladany was one of the five
Israeli athletes who escaped the
Munich massacre and relives
the terror every day. He said of
“The Olympic Experience”: “It
provides a good platform to
memorialize the 11 Israelis mas-
sacred in Munich. It presents a
proper view of the Olympic-
medal winning history of
Israel.”

“The Olympic Experience”
is located at the Hadar Yosef
Sports Building, 6 Shetrit St.,
Tel Aviv. You can make reserva-
tions to see the multi-media
show by e-mail
OlympicE@nocil.co.il or by
phone 011-972-3-649-8385. It
will be open to the public after
the conclusion of the 18th
World Maccabiah Games now
underway. 

Noah D. Gurock is News Enter-
prise Manager at WWOR-
TV/My9 News. As a newspaper
reporter, he covered the 1968
Olympics and reported on the
Munich Massacre in 1972.

Israeli exhibit brings the Olympics to life

Scene from the opening part of the multi-media show, in which Shir is
awed by the prospect of competing in the giant arena

Michael Kolganov, as he talks about his Olympic medal
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Health & Fitness

Autos Wanted

REAL ESTATE

House For Sale

LAWRENCE: PRIVATE STREET, Large Pro-
perty, Elegant CH Colonial, 6 BRs, Marble
Entry, FDR, FLR, Den, Garden Room
Leading To Pool & Cabana. $1M.+ Norma
Oberlander 516-239-8870, 516-410-8870

CoOps & Condos/Sale

HEWLETT- (HEWLETT PARK) Top Floor 
Corner Unit. 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Mint!
$259k. Owner: 516-524-5561

Houses For Rent

LAWRENCE:  BEAUTIFUL CH Colonial. 
5-1/2 Bdrms, 6 Bathrooms, CAC.  Short 
Walk To Shuls. 516-902-3217, 
sparrow.cz.1@gmail.com.

Apartments For Rent

CEDARHURST NO FEE Modern 2BD, 2Bth,  
CAC, W/W, W/D, Storage, Private
Entrance, Indoor Parking, Near All. Starting
At $1795 (516)860-6889/ (516)852-5135

Help Wanted

Health & Fitness

Autos Wanted

Offices For Rent

Offices For Rent

COMMERICAL OFFICE SPACE: Prime
Great Neck Location. Units From 1373-
8000 Sq Feet. Parking, Walk To Train/
Village (516) 996-2263 

HEWLETT OFFICE SPACE Available 
Private Office, Waiting Room And Bath-
room. Perfect For Therapist Or Similar 
Professional. $750 A Month 
516-647-6851

Florida Real Estate

SUNNY FLORIDA,
Own or Rent Your Dream 

House, Price Reduced! Motivated Owner.  
Championship Golf Courses, Boca
Raton Boca Woods Country Club.

LOCATION...LOCATION...LOCATION!
This 2 BR with Convertible Den, 2 Bths,
2-Car Garage, Large LR, DR, Breakfast
Area is Situated on a Cul-de-sac Street

with a MAGNIFICENT LAKE VIEW.  
Brand New Tile Roof.  An Oversized

Patio with a PRIVATE POOL Completes
this Unique Residence.  Boca Woods

Features two 18-hole Championship Golf
Courses, Driving Range, Har Tru Tennis
Courts, Fitness Center, Large Heated
Community Pool, Separate Cabana 

Grill, Beautiful Very Active Clubhouse,
Pro Shop and Valet Parking for

Residents and Guests.  A Golf Course
Membership is Required. 

MOTIVATED SELLER/ LANDLORD
Was $360K...NOW $269K. or Rent:
Was $4,250...NOW $2900/ Month

Please Call or E-mail Sunny Rappaport
for More Information or 

a Showing of this Lovely Property.  
BRANHAM REALTY INC. 561-306-2119

sunny.rappaport@ gmail.com

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

ATTENTION:
Experienced Sales 

Professionals
Are You Comfortable
Working on the Web?

We Need Experienced
Salespeople to Sell 

Advertising On Our New
State-of-The Art Website 

• Strong Communication Skills
• Creative
• Energetic
• Computer Skills a Must

Salary, Weekly Commissions, Bonus,
Health Benefits, Dental, 401K, 

Life Insurance, Vacation, 
Sick & Personal Time.

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of Twenty-Seven Community 

Newspapers and PrimeTime Xpress.

Confidential Interview
E-mail Your Resume to

RGlickman@LIHerald.com

EDITOR/ REPORTER
Herald Community Newspapers, a 15-edi-
tion chain of local, community newspa-
pers, seeks an experienced newspaper
editor-reporter for one of its papers cov-
ering communities on the South Shore of
Nassau County.  We focus on community
news, on the people in the neighbor-
hoods we serve, covering the schools,
events, crimes, celebrations, issues and
happenings that affect our readership.
Qualified applicants must have at least
three years newspaper editing and
reporting experience.  Applicants must
provide a salary range sought.  Benefits,
good salary.

E-mail or fax resume to EDITOR, to
B. Barkley, Human Resources.
E-mail: BBarkley@liherald.com

Fax:  (516) 569-4942
Or mail to 2 Endo Blvd.,
Garden City, NY 11530
No phone calls, please.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
ADVERTISING/OUTSIDE 

SALES
The Jewish Star

Seeks Aggressive, Outgoing,
Outside Salespeople for Immediate
Openings.  Excellent Opportunities
for Highly Motivated Self-Starters,
Especially as Second Income; High
Commission + Bonus; Work Near

Home in Lucrative Territories In and
Near Five Towns; Very Competitive
Benefits for F/T; P/T Also avail-

able; Sell Products You're Proud of
in Warm, Family-friendly nviron-

ment.  Car and Cell Phone equired.
Email Resume and Cover Letter to 

mfertig@thejewishstar.com.  
Please, No Calls.

MARKETING DIRECTOR-
P/T 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
Richner Communications is looking for a 
creative and forward thinking person to 
handle their marketing, promotions, and 
publicity. This is a part-time position
with flexibility in scheduling, but would
require some evening and weekend
hours to handle certain events from
time to time.  Some responsibilities
include: Development of sales and mar-
keting collateral to support the 
Sales Department, Develop cross plat-
form opportunities to expand our brand
in the community, Oversee all special
events as well as manage all budgetary
matters involving sales/ marketing joint
ventures. The ideal candidate will have
at least 5-8 years experi-ence working
in publishing and marketing, strong writ-
ten and verbal communication skills,
previous event planning experience,
strong leadership and organizational
skills and be skilled in effectively
designing and writing promotional and
presentation materials for sales and
management teams. Qualified candi-
dates, email your cover letter 
and resume to hr@thejewishstar.com All  
inquires are confidential.

SERVICES

Moving & Storage

AVODA
MOVING & TRUCKING
We Are All You Need

To Move!
516-315-3710
usdot#1699485

CLASSIFIEDS
To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205

Weightloss  Medications

www.MDThin.com

Phentermine, Phendimetrazine, etc 

for $80

(631) 462-6161 (516) 754-6001
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SHARE OUR VISION

— Call Ray —
516-561-7844

Seeking Experienced Telemarketing
Reps & Outside Sales Reps

Flexible Part Time Shifts
Security Alarm Company

Training & Growth Opportunities
We Supply Fresh Leads Daily
$$$$$ Opportunity $$$$$

c9015

BLESS THE KIDS FUND
HELP US RAISE FUNDS

DONATE
CARS • VANS • TRUCKS

RUNNING OR NOT:

FREE PICK-UP 24 HOURS/7 DAYS
JUNK CARS WELCOME • FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE

1-877-907-KIDS (5437)

Get the vehicle off your property or the street quickly… 
and get money at the same time!!!

GET $200 
CASH ON PICK-UP

FREE VACATION

c 
01
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ADVERTISING PROFESSIONALS
JOIN OUR TEAM!

• SALES EXPERIENCE
• STRONG COMMUNICATION SKILLS
• CREATIVE
• ENERGETIC
• CAR NECESSARY

SALARY, WEEKLY COMMISSIONS, EXPENSES
BONUS QUARTERLY, 401K, HEALTH BENEFITS, 

DENTAL,  LIFE INSURANCE, 
VACATION,  SICK & PERSONAL TIME.

*PART-TIME POSITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE

CareersCareers

FOR

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: MFERTIG@THEJEWISHSTAR.COM

FOR

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: MFERTIG@THEJEWISHSTAR.COM
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ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS

run Your Ad in The Jewish Star
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While the popular
jingle goes, “Summer-
time and the living is
easy,” for the Jewish
people, the summer-
time has proven to a
hot time of the year,
literally as well as fig-
uratively. Beginning
with the destruction of
the First Temple and
for many summers thereafter
down through history, there was
and is nothing easy, ritually,
about the summer. Fully, three
whole weeks during the heart of
summertime are taken up as a
collective mourning period for
disasters that occurred over two
millennia, from the Crusades to
the many pogroms that have
dotted our people’s troubled his-
tory ever since.

Framed by two fasts, this
period of time has generated an
array of literature that has
served to remind us of the con-
temporary nature of persecution
and woe that has overtaken our
faith unto this very day.

This week, in line with that
theme, I bring to your attention
a new book that relates to the
personalities of those religious
leaders whose lives were
touched by the twin evils of
Nazism and Communism. 

Titled, “Heroes of Spirit:
100 Rabbinic Tales of the Holo-
caust” [Israel Bookshop,2009]
by Rabbi Dovid Hoffman, this
book details, in a series of one
hundred brief essays, the stories
of our religious leaders, most of
whom survived  the terrible
years of World War Two and the
rule and ruin of World Commu-
nism to serve as witness to the
evil and destructiveness of these
ideologies and to the eternal
indestructibility of our people.

The great leaders highlight-
ed include such luminaries as
Rav Aharon Kotler, Rav Josef
Breuer, the Klausenberger
Rebbe, the Bluzhever Rebbe,
Rav Moshe Feinstein, and Rav
Yisrael Gustman, all of blessed
memory. Among those who did

not survive are the
Piaczecna Rebbe, Rav
Elchanan Wasserman
and Rav Menachem
Ziemba, Hy”d.

Among those
abroad, the author
gives a brief but
detailed account of
Rav Eliyahu Lopian
who, having settled

in England in 1925, helped as its
new Rosh Yeshiva to establish
the Etz Chaim Yeshiva in Lon-
don as a premier center for
Torah learning.

It was Rav Lopian’s destiny
to spend the war years in Lon-
don and to witness, first hand,
the destructiveness of the Nazi
Blitz. One particular story of his
activities during that time is
given prominence in this book,
serving as an apt example of the
chessed Rav Lopian was known
to exercise as part of his reli-
gious regimen. I am certain that
the members of his family in
Bayswater will take particularly
special pride in this legacy.

In addition, the author also
saw fit to include several leaders
who, from the shores of the
United States led the heroic
Vaad Hatzalah effort to help
assist those of our brethren in
dire distress. Among them are
Mike Tress and Irving Bunim.

While their activities have
long ago been treated to literary
tribute, their inclusion in this
volume serves as an appropriate
and fitting tribute to their con-
tribution to the war rescue
effort. This will now serve as a
lead in to the following notice
concerning an upcoming com-
munity event.

For many years Irving
Bunim was a resident of our
community, and to this day his
son, Amos Bunim, holds a
prominent place as one of the
most important elder statesmen
of the Jewish community of the
South Shore and Far Rockaway.

Further details as to the
Bunim legacy will be dealt with

at a special “Nine
D a y s / R o s h
Chodesh Av Asifa”
on Wednesday July
22, 2009, at 7:30
PM at The Red
Shul of
Cedarhurst, on
Oakland Avenue
off West Broad-
way. Rabbi Yair
Hoffman will
present an
audio-video trib-
ute to the life’s
work of Irving
Bunim. Also
featured will be
Rabbi Yaakov
Feitman who
will host the
evening’s pro-
gram together
with Stuart
Nussbaum on
behalf of The
Red Shul.

Admission will be free and the
entire community, both men
and women, are invited. Mark

this evening down on your cal-
endar and try to make it there.
Not only will you be paying trib-

ute to the memory of a great
man, but you will be personally
enriched by learning about

some of greatest  events in our
people’s history.

Alan Jay Gerber

RREESSUULLTTSS
WWEEEEKK  33  --  JJUULLYY  1122

B.T. 13    ISLAND 5
YINW 7     CHABAD      6
YIH 17    RED         15
B.S. 11    SHTEEBL     4

SSTTAANNDDIINNGGSS      WW                  LL
B.S. 3 0
YINW 3 0
B.T. 2 1
ISLAND 1 2
SHTEEBL 1 2
CHABAD 1 2
YIH 1 2
RED 0 3

SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE  FFOORR  WWEEEEKK  33  --  JJUULLYY  1122
FIELD 1 FIELD 2

9:00 AM   CHABAD V RED ISLAND  V  B.S.
10:30    B.T.   V SHTEEBL YINW   v    YIH

Inter-shul baseball 

T H E  K O S H E R  B O O K W O R M

What to read for the Three Weeks (part two)
The Legacy of Irving Bunim
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(Here’s why, in their own words)

"I read two daily newspapers ... at week's end I get four
Jewish weekly papers. Without a doubt, The Jewish Star
gives our family the greatest pleasure. The editorials, as
well as the paper in general, are well written and 
informative. This week's was right on the money! Bravo!"

"I didn't want the day to go by without me telling you 
how great I thought the article was ... about 45 people
called today ... all said they had read about [us] in 
The Jewish Star!

“Please add me to your mailing list. I enjoy your 
newspaper so much.”

“Bravo on accurate, timely, informative and unbiased
[coverage]. What a novelty in Jewish reporting!”

"Thanks again for a credible, inclusive, thoughtful paper."

WHY DO JEWISH STAR READERS REALLY READ THE ADS?

Learn about advertising in The Jewish Star
Call: 516-569-4000 x. 291

E-mail: mfertig@thejewishstar.com

Or visit us online at www.thejewishstar.com

Because they really read



closely current boards of direc-
tors hew to accepted good prac-
tice, and to examine whether
there was a relationship
between these practices and
school operational performance.

Close to one third of school
board presidents strongly
agreed that board members give
their schools their top personal
philanthropic gifts or that they
generated financial support for
school events. Only about one
quarter felt that board members
were actively engaged in identi-
fying and cultivating potential
major donors. 

School boards can play a
pivotal role in addressing the
day school affordability crisis,
particularly in the areas of
financial planning and fundrais-
ing, the study suggests, poten-
tially saving millions of dollars
each year. 

It pinpointed several ways
to reduce the growing afford-
ability gaps, said Azrieli doctoral
candidate Harry Bloom, director
of planning and performance
improvement for the Institute,
and the study’s designer. He
explained the findings at a con-
ference Monday on YU’s Beren
campus in Manhattan. 

“The affordability challenge
is bigger than anyone thinks,”
Bloom said. “We need to create
vital support for day school edu-
cational funding, and help our
schools use the board as lever to
help generate what we believe is
$100 million a year.”

Bloom outlined a four
pronged approach designed to
address the problem, which
included communal fundraising,
interschool and inter-communal
collaboration, maximizing gov-
ernment support for day
schools, and better financial
management on the part of the
day schools themselves. Once
those measures are in place, “we
will be able to really start mak-
ing a dent in the affordability
problem,” he said.

The survey is the first ever
of day school board presidents
and its findings have practical
implications for improving the
day school system,” Bloom
believes.

“What makes this study
unique is that it is one of the
only ones grounded in a gradu-
ate program of Jewish educa-
tion,” added Dr. David Schnall,
the dean at Azrieli. “We are not
just focusing on the business
and financial aspects, but on the
educational components as
well... looking at the correlation
between the board doing their
job and the educators imple-
menting their ideas.”

“In the context of the
affordability crisis that day
schools are facing, these relative-
ly low ratings represent a source
of significant opportunity for
improving day schools’ financial
pictures, particularly if support-
ed by strong work...to identify
prospective Board members ...
with wealth or connections to
wealthy individuals, federations
or foundations,” the study
observed. “Board members need
to understand that one of their
most important responsibilities is
ensuring that schools have suffi-
cient resources to fulfill their
missions and that this responsi-
bility cannot be relegated to the
Development Committee or to
staff professionals.” 

The focus on school board
presidents and their contribu-
tion to the success of the school
has taken on even greater signif-
icance in light of the economic
downturn. 

“The issues of tuition and
affordability are not just a year
old, but they now have a partic-
ular energy because of the

unfortunate circumstances of
last year,” noted Bloom. “To
improve affordability without
quality of education is short-
sighted... and we want to docu-
ment what is going on in differ-
ent areas of education, so there
can be a great synergy between
the commitment to affordability
and upholding the quality of
education.”

Bloom explained that while
each school has a fixed cost, and
certain components that make it
distinct, there are also resources
that can be shared, and he
believes that now is the time to
tap into them. 

“We want to preserve the
parts of a school that make it
distinct, but we also need to fig-
ure out what things can we do
together to share resources that
don’t touch the students,” he
said. “It’s incumbent for us to
work together to put those
issues on the table. 

Dr. Scott Goldberg, the
director of the Institute, high-
lighted the ability of the various
schools to unite and “come
together, across the denomina-
tions, in this important initia-
tive.”

“Too often we hear calls for
cutting core educational compo-
nents of schools, from teacher
salaries to professional develop-
ment,” he said. “While schools
must find ways to cut spending,
this survey suggests that we can
help preserve the educational
core of the school and maintain
school quality by maximizing
fundraising and strategic finan-
cial planning.”

Other topics the survey
explored include committee
effectiveness, efforts to educate
board members, fulfillment of
fiduciary responsibilities, and
board-head of school relation-
ships. 

Though the survey was
conducted anonymously via e-
mail, each school was offered
the opportunity to receive an
individual summary of the
results as well as a consultation
on how to take advantage of the
findings. In addition, the Insti-
tute has been providing free
ongoing consulting services to
several local yeshivas, including
HAFTR. TAG, and Yeshiva
Ketana, to “look at economic
models, and identify opportuni-
ties to increase revenue and
reduce costs,” Bloom said. 

“What’s great about the
work we’re doing in the Five
Towns is the phenomenal spirit
of cooperation between the dif-
ferent schools,” he added, refer-
ring to several recent meetings
held for heads of 15 local day
schools. “The schools keep com-
ing back for follow-up sessions
and they are really taking every-
thing to heart and implement-
ing our recommendations for
improvement.”

The Institute is also provid-
ing consultative services in
Bergen County, NJ, and
Philadelphia, PA, with plans for
expansion in the coming
months. “We want to be able to
make recommendations for
each school to maximize afford-
ability and cooperate with each
other to improve,” Bloom said. 

This summer Bloom plans
to mount a “roadshow” of sorts,
traveling to Chicago, Los Ange-
les, and other major cities to
work with schools and educa-
tional agencies to advance the
Institute’s message. “We want to
take this out there and cause
this to be an impetus for
change,” he said. “It’s a great
time to implement the findings
and we view this is as great
news and think it can be a huge
force of change.”

The complete survey and
analysis can be viewed at
www.yu.edu/schoolpartnership. 

DAY SCHOOL STUDY 
Continued from Page One

It was like a drive-in but
without the cars. Members of
Kulanu’s Young Leadership
relaxed in camping chairs in
front of a big screen on the lawn
of Ariel and Baruch Glaubach,
in Lawrence, last Tuesday, July
7. Hot dogs, popcorn, pretzels
and candy were served up by
Barbara Goldenberg of Wood-
mere, a co-chair of the event.

Local vendors including Herbal
Mist, Gourmet Glatt, Gabe
Boxer and Smart, Safe and
Sound made donations that
allowed all ticket and raffle
sales to go directly to Kulanu
and the programs and services
it offers to children with disabil-
ities. For information about
Kulanu call 516-569-3083 or
visit www.kulanukids.org.

Kulanu Movie Night on the Lawn
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