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Amber Kelly
BSP Reporter

The May 20 Planning Board meeting 
had a quorum with Chair Max Stratton, 
Vice Chair Dave Cobb, Board Members 
Harry Hansen, Amalia Graziani, John 
Farrar, Brendan Masterson and Secretary 
Shawn Marks. Jim Economos has resigned 
since he has moved to Ulster.

Representing William Leibee of Back 

Home Farm LLC cannabis microbusiness 
at 3056 Rte. 209, Nadine Carney said, “We 
have resubmitted the plan, revised based 
on some comments. Mostly it had to do 
with the building footprint and the work-
ing operation of the building, bathroom 
for employees only and the entrance 
with the ID and restricting access prior to 
entering.” 

There had been discussion about a side 
door and it is now labeled emergency exit 

only. A sign on the front door will indicate 
one must be 21 years old to enter, and 
must have ID.

“We have here Vernon Farmer, from 
OCM [New York State Office of Cannabis 
Management] to help with any questions 
the board might have, and just maybe 
talk about this microbusiness a little bit.” 

See Cannabis, page 7

Julia Colombo
BSP Reporter

The Marbletown Town Board met on 

Tuesday, June 4, in the Roundout Munic-

ipal Center. Supervisor Rich Parete was 
present, joined by council members Daisy 
Foote, Tim Hunt and Mary Ann Van Ben-
schoten, Ken Davenport was absent. The 
agenda for the evening was rather light on 
paper but rapidly evolved into a meeting 
full of dense discussion. 

The meeting opened with the usual 
review of vouchers, discussions of proj-
ects happening in the town and public 
comment on agenda items. The board 
then passed the resolution to extend the 

Rondout Valley Food Pantry’s lease and 
came around to other business. 

After discussing the potential instal-
lations of temporary monuments in the 
Marbletown Park on Tongore Road, Hunt 
who is the Town Board liaison for the 
Historic Preservation Commission [HPC] 
mentioned the HPC’s plans to propose 
landmarking the former North Marble-
town Fire House. This came as a shock to 
Parete, who had not heard about this until 
this meeting. Parete was quick to voice his 

opinions saying, “The HPC should not be 
getting involved unless the owner comes 
forward and asks [for their property to be 
landmarked].”

Hunt stated that the owner of the prop-
erty in question is the town, to which Pa-
rete said, “But we haven’t asked.” He went 
on, “If we don’t ask them, I don’t think 
it’s appropriate for them to be working on 
something when the owner hasn’t indicat-

‘Dangerous precedent,’ Parete says 

Microbusiness means grow it, 
process it and sell it locally

Marbletown discusses 
landmarking, public 
comment and  
Memorial Day

See Marbletown, page 4

Flag up between the raindrops on Memorial Day

Rain canceled all the Memorial Day parades, but Rochester managed to fit in a flag raising at the Accord Fire House and a  
ceremony and flower planting at Veterans' Park. Above, the ceremony organized by Accord Fire Company #1 on May 27, 2024.  
Photo by Manuela Michailescu
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Flying high
Tell us about your family?

I currently live in Accord with my mom 
and dad, Julianna and Bryant Arms. My 
mom is a preschool teacher and the chil-
dren’s librarian at the Stone Ridge Library. 
She was my preschool teacher when I 

was little, and her 
library programs 
were a huge part 
of my childhood. 
I owe much of my 
love for learning to 
her and the library. 
Her programs were 
engaging and great 
introductory les-
sons to many dif-
ferent topics. They 
are also where I 
made many long 
lasting friends. 

My dad works for New York State in the 
Building Code Department. I owe much of 
my curious nature to him as well. My dad 
always encouraged me to be curious and 
to learn about things that confused me. He 
would always answer my questions and 
has always helped and supported me with 
whatever I am learning about. 

Additionally, I have two older siblings. 
My older brother Nikolai Muth lives in 
Brooklyn with his finance. He works for 
the Japanese city Yokohama as a liaison. 
He has spent many years in Japan, either 
as a student, or teaching English to Jap-
anese students. My older sister Adelane 
Muth lives in Wappingers Falls. She is 
about to begin her graduate work in studio 
art at Ohio State University this fall. My 
siblings have always been huge inspira-
tions in my life. Since I was a baby, they 
have been incredible role models who 
always inspire me and show me that I can 
do amazing things, just like they have.

Congratulations on being salutatorian, 
what subjects do you find most interesting?

Throughout most of my time in school, 
science and math have been my favor-
ite subjects. Since kindergarten I have 
been interested in the specifics of how 
life works. As I mentioned earlier, I owe 
this curiosity to my parents. My dad loves 
to discuss world related topics with me, 
and many of my mother's programs at 
the Stone Ridge Library revolved around 
science topics. Throughout school, I loved 
most classes I took, including art, English 
and Spanish. I have taken Spanish classes 
since sixth grade. For the past three years 
I have had Spanish classes with Mrs. 
Robertson, who has been one of the most 
incredible teachers I have ever had. With 
her teaching, I was able to complete the 
seal of biliteracy program, earning me an 
intermediate-high level at Spanish. Al-
though, despite my love for other subjects, 
none really captured my attention like 

science.
I only fully realized my love for science 

last year. I decided to take AP chemistry, 
which ended up being one of the most 
challenging classes I have ever taken. 
Although instead of discouraging me, the 
rigor of this class only made me more de-
termined. I put more effort into studying 
for that class than I had for any other. My 
experience with AP chemistry last year 
opened my eyes to how much I really 
cared about science. This prompted me 
to take AP Biology this year. I can’t even 
begin to describe how much I love the 
subject matter of this class. The details of 
how our body works on the molecular lev-
el are fascinating to me, but I won’t bore 
you with the details. Taking AP biology this 
year is what solidified my plan for college. 
Learning about biochemistry hardly felt 
like learning, and I was dying to know 
more.

What are your plans for next year? What 
about the future?

Next year I am going to be attending 
Purdue University in West Lafayette, 
Indiana. I am planning on majoring in 
biochemistry, but I am also considering 
the biomedical engineering degree. While 
I am nervous to be moving away, I am so 
excited to be starting a new portion of my 
life, to meet new people and learn about 
subjects I find so interesting. Additionally, 
Purdue has a large flight program, with an 
airport right beside the campus. As well 
as studying my degree, I will be taking 
flight lessons at the airport to further my 
aviation career.

As for the future, I am unsure exactly 
where I want to end up. I am continuing to 
learn more about what I find interesting, 
so if I end up discovering a field in college 
that I love with biochemistry, then I will 
follow that path. I am also keeping my 
option of an aviation career open. The 
idea of becoming a commercial pilot only 

becomes more appealing the more I fly!

What are some of your interests outside of 
school?

I love to spend time with friends, wheth-
er hiking, picnicking or playing board 
games. I can also be found volunteering at 
my mom’s events at the library, or planting 
daffodils with the High Falls Conservancy. 
Additionally, I love to travel. I went on a 
trip with some of my friends and teachers 
to the Galapagos Islands last summer, and 
it was one of the best experiences of my 
life. I hope to continue to travel in the fu-
ture, either on my own or through a study 
abroad program. One of my biggest extra-
curricular interests right now is aviation. 

Tell us about your interest in aviation? 
When did you start, what are your future 
plans and why do you love it?

I had never really considered aviation as 
an option until last summer. Many of my 
friends were talking about doing pre-col-
lege summer programs, and I wanted to 
fill my summer with something educa-
tional and fun. I had considered a summer 
study abroad program, or a pre-college 
science program, but ultimately I settled 
on flight lessons after taking inspiration 
from my relatives. My grandfather was a 
pilot for the Military, and my uncle is a 
pilot for United.

I went into my first lessons without 
really knowing what to expect. I had done 
only minimal research, and all I really 
knew was that I wanted to get my Private 
Pilot's license before I left for college. My 
first lesson was June 21st of last summer. I 
found a very local flight school in Ellenville 
with two female instructors. My first lesson 
ended up being better than I could have 
imagined. My instructor, Kate, let me take 
off and fly almost entirely by myself. That 
first takeoff was the moment that really 
solidified it for me; I love flying! 

I believe it’s a combination of the 
unique experience along with the feeling 
of accomplishment and independence 
that comes with it. Since my first lesson, 
I had my first solo flight, and then just 
this past weekend my first solo flight to 
another airport. I am only weeks away 
from finally reaching my goal of getting 
my license. Throughout my journey I 
have learned so much about the field of 
aviation thanks to my amazing instructors. 
They each ended up in different paths in 
the field of aviation, which is fascinating to 
learn about. As I learned more, aviation as 
a career has become more and more of an 
option for me, so as I attend Purdue next 
year I will be taking lessons to earn more 
ratings and licenses towards a possible 
career as a commercial pilot.    

-Compiled by BSP Reporter Jeff Slater

Q&A
Visit the folks 

next door

Merryn Arms
Profession: Student
Age: 17
Town: Accord

BSP Corrections
In the article of the May 17 edition, “Meet 

the candidate,” the photo of Lucy VanSickle 
was misidentified as Megan Snair. 

In the event brief on page 22 of the May 
17 edition, “Planting Day on the Conservan-
cy Creekwalk in High Falls,” there were er-
rors in the photo caption and in the spelling 
of the website in the contact information at 
the end. The correct caption for the picture 
should have read, “Patsy Dorbandt, Richard 
Eppley and Chris Schoonmaker enjoy the 
comforts of the new bench in High Falls 
donated by the Town of Marbletown.” The 
correct website for the Conservancy is high-
fallsconservancy.org.

In the calendar section of the May 17 
edition, the pricing for the “Live Theatre, 
The Little Prince” was incorrect, stating 
that admission for children 12 and under 
was free. The correct pricing for tickets is 
$20 general admission, $18 members and 
$12 for kids, age 12 and under.

BlueStone Press apologizes for the error.

6508 Route 209 Ker-
honkson
12446

845-389-2878
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Delivering freshness to your fridge 
with a click of a button. 
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casual catering events.
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us on Facebook for upcoming Wellness events!!!
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Haliegh Holt
BSP Reporter

The Rosendale Town Board Work-
shop convened on June 5 at 6 p.m. at the 
Roundout Municipal Center. Present were 
Supervisor Jeanne Walsh, Councilmember 
Joseph Havranek, Councilmember Carrie 
Wyckoff and Councilmember Ashley 
Sweeney. Councilmember Timothy Cra-
ven was not in attendance at the meeting.

Deborah Welsch, a resident of Tillson 
and passionate environmental activist, 
addressed the board on Wednesday eve-
ning, informing the council members and 
attendees about the importance of passing 
an act on the state level that would reform 
waste reduction practices locally. The 
New York State Legislature has been busy 
amending Senate Bill S4246A, Packaging 
Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure 
Act, concerning waste reduction processes. 

Welsch stated that “Ulster County ... 
is sending [about] 18 tractor trailers up 
to Seneca Meadows landfill, a 450-mile 
journey each way. 40% of all waste in New 
York State is just packaging. Much of [the 
waste] is single-use packaging, which is 
unwrapped and thrown out.” She further 
explained that the Reduction Act attempts 
to hold producers of the waste responsible 
for the costs currently covered by taxpay-
ers. Welsch detailed that the bill, in its 
current drafting stage, would give produc-
ers “12 generous years to achieve a 30% 
reduction in packaging waste.” She also 
added that “Formaldehyde, lead, mercury 

and cadmium are currently allowed in 
plastic packaging that touches our food. 
[The bill proposes that] those [chemicals] 
will be taken out.”

Walsh asked Welsch if there is any con-
sensus on where the governor stands on 
this issue. Welsch stated that Gov. Hochul 
is currently “under extreme pressure from 
Petro-Chemical.”

The bill would affect changes on a local 
level, including changes in packaging 
as seen on the shelves in the supermar-
kets. Havranek expressed his concerns, 
stating, “most of the time these types of 
resolutions get adopted, the producers 
are just going to pass that cost down to the 
consumer and our prices are gonna end 
up going up no matter what. The pricing 
of our food today is just outrageous. This 
could just add to more of that.” The issue 
of inflation surrounding grocery store 
pricing has been a hot point of contention 
for several years now. Havranek added, 
“Unfortunately, to affect change, maybe 
that’s what needs to happen.”

Walsh put things into perspective, stat-
ing, “It’s like the plastic bag. Nobody liked 
the idea at first. It happened. Now it’s the 
norm.” She emphasized the importance 
of this change and its direct consequenc-
es. She noted that while the earth may 
heal itself in some ways, “when you put 
something up against a child, or you put 
food in their mouth, you know, that’s very, 
very direct.”

Welsch concluded on a personal note, 
saying, “I’m expecting my first grandchild 
next week. It really worries me what we’re 
doing to the climate.”

The Town Board is being asked to draft a 
letter to Gov. Hochul in support of Senate 
Bill S4246A. No action is currently being 
taken and the discussion is ongoing.   

Formaldehyde in  
our food? NYS bill  
discussed in Rosendale
'It’s like the plastic bag.
[regulations] Nobody 
liked the idea at first. It 
happened. Now it’s the 
norm,' Walsh said
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ed…I just think it’s awfully dangerous.” 
Hunt rebutted, “I don’t want us to have 

such a scary tone for landmarking. This 
should be very positive–it’s an opportunity 
for us and landowners.” Parete later com-
mented, “I don’t see why the HPC would 
take it upon themselves to recommend 
landmarking the building when the owner 
hasn’t asked for it to be landmarked. To 
me, it opens up a dangerous precedent.” 

Hunt furthered the discussion: “So 
you’re saying we should vote first,” to 
which Parete responded, “If three of the 
five board members want to do it, then we 
go ask them to do it.”

Before ending the meeting, Parete 
opened the floor to Public Comment, 
which has become a hot topic for Marble-
town since the suspension of the practice 
for the month of May’s second meeting. 
Before any residents spoke, Foote stated, 
“We’re going to ask everyone, as much as 

possible, to keep [your comment] to three 
minutes–that would be very, very helpful 
to us.” 

In a conversation directly after the 
meeting Parete informed BlueStone 
Press of a “level of frustration” among 
board members. “There’s a small group 
that thinks they can come to Town Board 
meetings…and basically try to shape the 
policy…We’re all open up to criticism, and 
we know that, but when it gets to the point 
when you have board members not want-
ing to come to meetings, it’s not good.” 
Because of this tension, Parete planned 
to restrict Public Comment at the end of 
meetings to once a month. 

“There’s no provision in the law to allow 
for Public Comment,” Parete states. “We do 
it as a courtesy.” He and the board believe 
Public Comment can be productive and 
beneficial when residents weigh in, espe-
cially on agenda items. “We, a lot of times, 
have a lot of healthy Public Comment at the 
beginning, where people are talking about 
what we’re going to vote on. And to me, 
that’s really important, because we’re about 
to vote on something for the town. We want 

to hear what the residents have to say.” 
Parete believes some residents use this 

opportunity to “grandstand.” “It’s usually 
a Laura Cunningham gripe session, where 
she complains about everything the town 
is doing wrong…it’s gotten to the point 
where board members don’t want to be 
there when she gets up at the end.” 

In the conversation with BSP directly af-
ter the meeting, Parete expressed concern 
because he thinks that Councilman Ken 
Davenport has left meetings early because 
of this criticism. 

There is an ongoing discussion between 
board members about how to handle 
public comment. Parete said he informed 
Foote, “I’m not elected to get abused.” 
Parete concluded, “No matter what we do, 
it’s never good enough for some people.”

Due to recommendations from Foote 
and Hunt, Public Comment at the end of 
both monthly meetings has been restored 
alongside a new sign-up sheet initiated by 
Van Benschoten. If a Marbletown resident 
wishes to speak on agenda items or raise 
their own question or subject at the end of 
the meeting, they are encouraged to sign 
up prior to the start of the meeting but will 
still be allowed to speak if they do not. 

When watching the Facebook livestream 
of the meeting, viewers can notice that the 
feed ended as the Public Comment ses-
sion began. Parete stated he believed the 
computer to be working and chalked the 
fluke up to technical errors. He then stated 
it is the Board’s intention to have the full 
meeting, including Public Comment, 
streamed and uploaded to Facebook for 
both meetings of each month.

During Public Comment, Marbletown 
resident Nancy Birdsall, who has spent 34 
years in law enforcement and 15 years as a 
fire department volunteer, raised an issue: 
Why didn’t the Roundout Little League 
march in the Memorial Day Parade? 

Due to the discourse on social media, 
Birdsall and other residents understood 
that “the Little League float was basically 
kicked out of the parade for having a flag 
with a thin blue line and a thin red line.”

For the past two years, these Thin Blue 
Line and Thin Red Line flags have been 
flown alongside the American flag on the 
Rondout Little League’s Memorial Day 
Parade float. These flags have met intense 
controversy since the events at the Capitol 
in Washington, D.C. on January 6, 2021. 
Birdsall said “to be called racist and a 

sign of white supremacy was extremely 
upsetting to me.” Birdsall states these 
flags “honor our fallen firefighters and our 
fallen police officers.” Birdsall continued to 
say “It’s not blue lives matter, it’s not black 
lives matter I mean all lives matter.” How-
ever, both years these flags were flown 
on Memorial Day, Parete cited receiving 
phone calls and emails from parents who 
took issue with their children having to be 
part of what they perceived as a political 
statement.

The Thin Blue Line flag has come to 
be known as the Blue Lives Matter flag, a 
name that came about in direct opposition 
to the Black Lives Matter movement. 

Parete informed Birdsall that the Memo-
rial Day Parade is the only parade in Mar-
bletown put on by the town because “the 
American Legion basically folded,” and 
in order to prevent making these parents 
and children uncomfortable in this year’s 
parade. 

Parete discussed at the meeting that he 
preemptively reached out to Little League 
President Chris Miller via texts and Parete  
provided the texts to the BSP that read, 
“Do you mind speaking to Nick Kozak 
about only displaying American Flags at 
the Memorial Day Parade … we’ve had 
complaints the past two years  … With ev-
erything going on in the Middle East, I’m 
trying to keep politics out of the parade. 
I’m asking everyone to just have Ameri-
can flags. Thank you.” Miller responded, 
stating, “Supporting our first responders is 
not political, Rich, and entertaining com-
plaints like that are the problem.” 

Parete responded, “The day is about men 
and women who died for our country. No 
one else. If you guys can’t comply, there are 
plenty of other parades to join.” 

Parete went on to explain how the Thin 
Blue Line flag can be used as a political in-
strument: “There is a group of people that 
do feel the Blue Lives Matter flag is used by 
white supremacy groups. And if you look 
at the history of the Nazi flag, that had an 
innocent meaning when it was created. It 
was not created for the Nazis and Hitler 
– it was created long before them. They 
concocted it, took it over, used it. Unfortu-
nately for the people who created that flag 
who had no malice intended, that’s how 
it’s taken.”

Hunt inquired about the state of the Me-
morial Day Parade Committee, and Parete 
said, “They’re still functioning. I mean, 
I’m hard pressed to let some of them make 
decisions if we decide to continue doing 
a parade in town because they were the 
ones supporting these guys, and they were 
the ones screaming at me … saying, ‘We 
voted for you. You gotta let him in there.’”

The next Marbletown Town Board 
meeting will take place on June 18 at 6 
p.m. The board will hold a public hearing 
on cannabis law and the cell tower law.   

Come check out 
our new outdoor 
seating area!

Marbletown
from page 1

SEND US  A news
tip

www.bluestonepress.net



  BlueStone Press, June 7, 2024, Page 5

north river
electric 
house

Come for an Open House tour of 
our zero energy restoration project 
in the center of Stone Ridge:

a multi-use community, co-working, 
events, and educational space 
centered around zero-carbon 
futures for all.

Saturday, June 8, 2024
10 am - 2 pm

snacks and refreshments 
provided by Black Dot

www.northriverelectrichouse.com

Ann Belmont
BSP Reporter

The historic Alligerville firehouse has 
been painstakingly restored. The back of 
the building was once a one-room school-
house, and its original blackboard has 
been returned to the wall. It was a good 
place for people to gather and reminisce 
about Alligerville and the Clove of years 
ago, an area from the bridge over the 
Rondout Creek all the way up to the top of 
the Shawangunk cliffs where there once 
stood a village called Trapps.

The afternoon "Hamlet Talk" was spon-
sored by Rochester's Historic Preservation 
Commission; Alice Cross, long-time mem-
ber, acted as emcee. She invited people to 
first share memories about the Clove. Her 
introductory remarks promised, enticing-
ly, that people would be hearing "personal 
recollections of Smitty’s Ranch, the Wick-
ie-Wackie Club and Chet London’s nudist 
colony." 

The word "clove,” Cross explained, 
means "cleft" in Dutch. “It’s the same as 
Vly,” she added. “it’s the same idea – a cleft 
between two cliffs. And it usually has a wa-
tercourse running through it,” in this case 
the Coxing Kill. There were once many 
small farms along “Clove Valley Road” – a 
redundant name, like saying "Valley Val-
ley," as long-time resident Barbara Rubin 
pointed out. That road winds from the 
valley itself all the way up the mountain to 
the Trapps area, ending on Route 44-55, 
where there once was a real village with 
a school, church, cemetery and stores. 
“Remnants survive,” Cross said.

Barbara Rubin, in her youth, was a rock 
climber, encouraged by her husband Bob. 
“I didn't even like Ferris wheels! But you 
do amazing things for love. Bob brought 

me up here climbing in 1963." The pictur-
esque setting of steep cliffs overhanging 
a narrow valley reminded her of “a West 
Virginia holler." In those days the road was 
primitive, especially the Gardiner end. 
“Rochester always did a good job. But 
once you crossed the line from Rochester 
into Gardiner … you could bottom out 
your car.”

She and Bob bought a house in the 
Clove from Elmer Schoonmaker. “When 
Elmer showed us our [future] property 
… he took a long stick, [she pantomimed 
him waving it in front of him] and he 
said, ‘Here’s the well.’ Then he showed us 
the dirt cellar.” Again, he waved his stick 
around the cellar entrance. “What are you 
doing, Elmer?” she asked. “oh, just in case 

there’s copperheads,” was his reply. They 
bought the house anyway. “But I have 
never seen a copperhead there," she add-
ed. “Elmer told us a story – this is amaz-
ing! – about the first deer he ever saw … it 
probably was the 20s or 30s.” There were 
no deer in the woods before that," due 
to overhunting. “And here I am, putting 
fences around flowers!”

Rubin's memories turned to the Wickie 
Wackie Club, a weekend nightclub that 
operated in a barn on Clove Road in the 
60s and 70s. “It was a place that had stan-
dards. If any climbers came in, looking a 
little rough around the edges, they were 
told to go home and change … we found 
out years ago on a trip to Jamaica that 
the term Wickie-Wackie comes from that 

island.” (There is a Wickie Wackie resort in 
modern-day Jamaica). “Vi [Violet, or Vio-
la] who ran the place was from Jamaica. It 
was a fun place, lots of music … I’ve been 
in that barn. But I never had the opportu-
nity to Lindy or jitterbug there."

John Hayes, who lives on Rock Hill 
Road, said, “I was too young to go to the 
Wickie Wackie, but [he heard] that there 
was this [lowers voice to a whisper] – this 
nightclub. It was a little forbidden … so 
I didn’t get a chance to ever see that. 
However, Chet London’s nudist colony … 
he was a real character, a movie actor. He 
had a small part in “The Group,” so on the 
strength of that, he was our local celebrity 
in residence. When we were kids, we’d 
head down Rock Hill on the way to hike 
up to Mohunk, but you had to come down 
to the Clove, and that was right on our 
path. That was a fun experience for us, to 
traipse through the nudist colony. It was 
in full swing at that time." “Did you ever 
see anything interesting about the nudist 
colony?” Cross inquired. “That’s implied,” 
answered Hayes, to much laughter. Rubin 
added, “They rehearsed ‘Hair’ there, the 
famous musical,” There was a nude scene 
in ‘Hair.’ So they would come bouncing 
out onto the Clove Road, maybe taking a 
break from their rehearsal?”

Paul Tobin, who spoke next, brought the 
hippie scene that flourished in the Clove 
to life. "I’ll talk about Smitty’s," he began. 
"I met my second partner there that I had 
two kids with, she’s passed away now – 
naked on the rocks." Which rocks, exactly, 
were drowned out by laughter. "I used to 
live on Mossy Brook Road, and I used to 
run from Mossy Brook up to Smitty’s with 

Alligerville Hamlet Talk, Part 1: the Clove

Alice Cross, long-time member, of the Rochester's Historic Preservation acted as 
emcee at the Hamlet Talk at the Alligerville firehouse.

See Alligerville, page 9
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ALL IN ONE DAY!
q Monday, June 17
q Tuesday, June 18 
q Thursday, June 2O
q Friday, June 21
Campus will be closed on Wednesday, 
June 19 in observance of Juneteenth.
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Learn more about what to bring &
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Jeff Slater
BSP Reporter

The Williams Lake project plans to 
begin building homes by this fall.

Brian Cafferty, public outreach coordi-
nator, said, “We are finalizing the design 
with our local architect, and we hope to 
begin construction on the first model 
home this fall or before.”

The project began way back in 2007 and 
it was under environmental review for the 
next seven years.

Now things seem to be moving in the 
right direction.

“Most of all the infrastructure has been 
completed or is about to be completed 
by summer’s end. Most of the roads have 
been graded, water and sewer lines laid 
and the underground electric is being 
laid as we speak, which will allow for final 
road grading. The building that will house 
the water filtration plant has been built 
and the plant is in the process of being 
installed as is the water storage tank. The 
wastewater treatment facility is also un-
derway,” said Cafferty.

“The plan is to build 26 townhouses, 
16 cottages, 39 lofts and 58 single-family 
homes with the single-family model being 
built this fall and homesites in the spring 
of 2025 and townhouses in the fall of 
2025,” continued Cafferty.

About the work and the use of local folks 
for the labor. Cafferty said, “The number of 
construction workers and people working 
on the project vary but is based on what is 
being done. Most of all the contractors are 
local. Currently there are approximately 15 
people working on site and that will likely 

double during the summer. Some of the 
work being done is very specific special-
ty work, which means we can’t source 
it locally, but the majority of the work 
being done on the property is being done 
by local contractors. All of the buildings 
currently going up, the water treatment 
facility, the extension to the sales office 
and construction office is being done by 
a local contractor. The architects for the 
single family and maintenance buildings 
are local and all of the excavation and road 
building and retaining wall building and 
landscaping is all done by local contrac-
tors.”

The Water Treatment and Sales Center 
addition were bult by local contractor 
Kniffen Homes. The electrical contractor 
is J & J Sass and the mechanical contractor 
is Ashley mechanical, all are local.

The project initially included a resort.
“We anticipate the hotel and spa to 

begin construction in the next two to three 
years. We have engaged architects in the 
planning for the new resort component 
of the development and are keen to refine 
the design as we begin to build out the var-
ious home products and amenities, such 
as the beach pavilion, the rail trail café and 
broader trail network,” said Cafferty.

About the environmental aspect of the 
project, Jason Meyer project manager, 
said, “out of the roughly 750 acres we have 
520 of them will stay forever lands.”

The bat population was decimated 
by diseases about 20 years ago and the 
Williams Lake project brought in research-
ers to see what could be done about the 
problem. They also need to avoid loud 
and disruptive work during hibernation 
to give the bats that remained a chance to 
make it.

Caffery had this to say about the 
bat situation, “We continue to work in 
partnership with the NYDEC to monitor 
and protect the bat population on our 
property. We in particular are protecting 
the bat hibernacula on the property and 
are monitoring the bats while they are in 
hibernation. We also employ strict tree 
removal on the property and have a strict 
cut or clearing policy between the months 
of April through October. This is to protect 
any potential bat roosting trees from being 
disturbed while the bats are out of hiber-
nation.”

Though Town of Rosendale Supervisor 
Jeanne Walsh did not comment, Jason 
Meyer said, “We have a great relationship 
with the Town of Rosendale.”

Jim Sullivan, a local resident, said, 
“Because we have access through the 
Williams Lake property on the rail trail, I 
have watched with great interest the slow 
but steady progress of the development 
there. I hope that the project is successful 
both economically and environmentally 
as construction of the houses begins.”   

What’s going on at Williams Lake

Williams Lake building and water treatment
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Carney said. “That’s on the plan itself, 
and then after the meeting it was some 
question about parking numbers that we 
had put on. Basically, it was some check-
list from the town for this type of establish-
ment.”

The original plan had projected eigh-
teen vehicles at peak hours and after fur-
ther research twenty vehicles are projected 
for weekday nights, and twenty-three on 
Saturday nights. The entrance from 213 is 
one-way in and one-way out, then a one-
way onto 209 north-bound only, based on 
the multi-use professional building with 
retail, and fast food and everything else.

Stratton inquired if anyone in the public 
wished to comment.

One neighbor said that he didn’t know 
about the minutia, but pointed out that 
the fine upstanding neighbors who farm 
marijuana also farm many other things. 
He applauds the quality products, and 
additional jobs, but hopes it would not be 
too much out in the open. 

Neighbor Elizabeth Ryan said, “I’ve 
known those two growers incredibly well 
for decades, so I want to speak to their 
character and I also want to speak to the 
activation of a space that has been sitting 
idle for a very long time. When I heard that 
two people that I’ve known as colleagues 
and exceptional organic growers are (the 
ones) proposing this, I thought that we 
are exceptionally lucky. I think we have 
to hold our growers and hold our young 
people in this community. As the near 
neighbor and as somebody who operates 
a seasonal retail farm within walking dis-
tance, I not only am not worried about it, I 
actually wholeheartedly support them and 
embrace it, and I urge you to approve it.”

Brian Farmer from the office of cannabis 
management said, “I came to OCM as the 
compliance head. That license is held in a 
very strict manner by compliance. There 
is a detailed step-by-step process whereby 
the licensee has to go through all of this 
work, and have an on-site inspection. Any 
things that are out of compliance have to 
be corrected through the corrective action 
plan. So, there is a paper trail throughout 
that process on top of what you guys are 
doing. I just want to say we’ve been trying 
to help throughout this process. The 
microbusiness process is meant for; grow 
it locally, sell it locally, process it locally to 
do what agriculture does.”

The board asked, “have you gotten final 
permissions? The last time we spoke it was 

in process,” Farrar said.
Farmer said everything is in and they 

are waiting for another department to re-
view it, whom are incredibly understaffed.

Farrar said, “I drove by that location be-
fore last meeting and spoke to some peo-
ple who have lived here longer than I, and 
they said it was originally designed to be a 
post office with one way only going north. 
I didn’t know that. It would be really easy 
to take a left onto 209, so I think that the 
radius was designed wrong from the get go 
to really focus going north, but that’s not 
your call. I’m only concerned, I know that 
we went through all that with those folks at 
the clinic.” 

“I know that a pet peeve of mine is al-
ways people passing on the shoulder right 
there at that light, and that’s notorious 
and I’m afraid that the only way to get in 
there is from 213 going left going in. I don’t 
know but I think that driveway is a death 
wish,” Farrar said. “I don’t know if the State 
is going to have to reevaluate that. This has 
been going on since ’88. I think we need to 
be aware of this coming down the pike.” 

The public hearing was closed.
DOT looked at the Mill Sands Road 

property and recommended culverts 
under the main road, under the driveway, 
as well as connecting with drainage from 
them.

Stratton said, "Well, I'm certainly sat-
isfied with the changes to the site plan. 
There aren't going to be any changes to 
the exterior of the building. On the uphill 
side of it, the town actually came in and 
cleaned up ditches. We got an email since 
then from the Highway Super to clean up 
some of the trees up there. It is what is 
filling up those ditches along there, I'm 
not sure to what extent. Lou had said that 
what was on the plot wasn't clear. He said 
a continuous culvert is what is needed.”

"This drainage issue is the crux of this 

application,” Stratton said. “I do under-
stand the continuous culvert. There are 
still sheets of water crossing that road; I 
drive it every day.” 

Eggers said any ground water off the 
property is going right straight across the 
road.

Stratton said that it will be up to the 
contractor to try and direct the rainwater 
overflow through a continuous culvert.

The Sands minor subdivision resolution 
was approved. 

“Alright we are on to Meadowlark,” 
Stratton said.

The farm owner, Elizabeth Ryan said, 
“This is two separate SUPs one is for the 
concert and one is for camping. This is 
essentially a reboot of last year, which was 
an incredibly wonderful event. We were 
very compliant. We found it very, very 
hard to meet and exceed expectations of 
lower noise levels, ample parking and lots 
of security. We had everything except the 
people. It rained three days and you know, 
we took a hit. Last year was a rough year 
in general I think for the whole Hudson 
Valley. We have done the traffic study 
as requested, the engineering study as 
requested and had a couple preliminary 
meetings with you guys. It is more or less 
the same event that it was last year. The 
engineering has demonstrated that there 
is a lot of capacity at the farm. We don't 
want the pie in the sky.” 

“Let's start by talking about the concert,” 
Stratton said.

"We have done the engineered site plan 
to make sure we are addressing any issues. 
We are expanding the educational compo-
nent this year,” Ryan said. 

There will be two tent areas, but they 
will not be run at the same time. Vehicles 
will be individually ticketed.

Stratton proposed that this be referred 
to the Ulster County Planning Board. 

The public hearing was set for June 24.
“There was a limited amount of camp-

ing last year and there were no issues,” 
Ryan said. “Some of the staff and volun-
teers will not have to leave the site, which 
gives them the ability to work long hours, 
quite frankly. It helps to manage the staff 
for the event. This community has very lit-
tle housing availability in September, and 
very little affordable housing. It also allows 
families to stay who are coming with kids. 
We are begging people to come again from 
last year because of the logistics of having 
to drive, especially on Saturday night, and 
then come back. The campsite was moved 
away from the pond and closer to the road. 
Last year we had a ton of gravel brought in 
to stabilize it.”

Ryan asked about what code covers 
camping.

The Planning Board Secretary Shawn 
Marks said, “The code officer did agree 
that it is incidental to the primary use, 
which is the agriculture commercial event, 
and the code officer agreed that camping 
is part of that event and would fall under 
agricultural, commercial and special use 
program. It fit into the category of the 
festival itself.”

The Planning Board was also asked to 
look at the zoning of dispensaries and 
agreed it would fall under B1 and B2 
under special use. That precludes farms 
from having cannabis retail, but the OCM 
is encouraging it.

“Is there a distinction from a regular 
dispensary such as what might be on 
(Rte.) 32 and this micro business which is 
the farmer who can only sell his own stuff. 
The one on 32 can sell anybody’s,” Hansen 
said. “This law might be more directed to 
dispensaries and not the micro business. I 
think if we are supporting agriculture, we 
need to make some sort of acknowledge-
ment that the micro business might be on 
location.”

“That’s a fair distinction,” Marks said.
“It sounds to me that we might want to 

take some of this language and work it into 
his resolution,” Stratton said.

“Prior to this application, I wouldn’t 
even have considered the micro business 
aspect of it,” Hansen said.   

Cannabis
from page 1

Planning Board Vice Chair Dave Cobb, Chair Max Stratton, Board Members Harry 
Hansen, Amalia Graziani, John Farrar, Brendan Masterson discuss cannabis micro 
business zoning.
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my dogs and hang out there for the day. 
And if I wanted to, I’d bring my drums up 
there. There were two parts to Smitty’s, 
the lower and the higher falls. You could 
walk between there, and nobody wore any 
clothes … and also I was at Joe Runner’s 
for a while. We had a bus we parked up 
there … It was an interesting time. Smitty 
was a guy from New York City, Afri-
can-American guy who was a martial art-
ist. He had a lot of other things going on. 
But he had a bar up there, and in the bar 
he used to have a bluegrass band called 
the Arm Brothers. You could flat-dance up 
there. Later Danny Arm became kind of 
famous and went to Texas."

"People lived up there for the entire 
summer. There was a little bit of illegal 
marijuana selling up there," he related (an 
understatement, perhaps). "There was a 
sense of freedom there. You did have to 
worry about the state troopers once in a 
while coming down through the woods, 
but most of the time we were able to get 
away … we had a treehouse up there that 
people lived in, a teepee, and my first wife 
had built a dome structure, [shaped like] 
an igloo. They lived in that over the winter-
time, they had a parachute over it … They 
had trailers up there, all kinds of people 
lived there. You had to pay a dollar [a day?] 
to park there, I think that’s how Smitty 
made his money." He estimated that this 

paradise lasted "from the late sixties all the 
way up to the 80s."

Jonathan Nedbor, longtime Alligerville 
resident, said “It was a resort before the 
hippies were there. In the [early] 60s black 
travelers were able to come there. It may 
have even been in the Green Book.” Tobin 
added, “It was a dude ranch, too.” “There 
were still horses there in the early 80s,” 
agreed Nedbor.

Tobin remembered something else. 
“One time we were sitting on the rocks and 
these models came down to take pictures. 
I don’t actually know what magazine 
I’m in, but I’m in a magazine. “Yes, I was 
nude,” he answered somebody’s ques-
tion. Laughter again. “Sitting next to these 
beautiful models.”

“Is this entertainment, or what?!” Cross 
remarked drily.

From the racy recent past, talk moved to 
more ancient history. "My husband Bob 
Larsen worked for the Mohonk Preserve 
for 40 years," related Rubin. He became a 
trail designer, including the High Peterskill 
Trail. Larsen, who lived to be 94, became 
interested in the cultural history of the 
Clove. "He was the co-author of a book 
about the Trapps community. That book 
is still available, called ‘The Unforgiving 
Land.’ It was pretty tough to make a living 
in the Trapps, but they did. They picked 
huckleberries, they picked walnuts, they 
made barrel hoops, they cut stone. Elmer 
Schoonmaker’s father Chris was a stone-
cutter."

Hank Alicandri introduced himself. "I’ve 

worked on the ridge for 38 years; I worked 
in land stewardship. I currently run the 
Sam’s Point area of Minnewaska State 
Park. The first time I came to the Clove was 
the mid to late 70s. I was escaping from 
Brooklyn, coming up here and rock-climb-
ing … we came down to the Clove after 
climbing because we had heard there was 
a bar down there. I remember the Arm 
Brothers were playing, we had a couple of 
beers, and people were really dancing. My 
brother and I went outside to get some air.” 
The band started to play extremely loud, 
which caused the dancing to increase in 
enthusiasm. “We actually saw the building 
going up and down … it wasn’t that well 
constructed." 

When he began to repair the very old 
house he owns on Clove Road, Alicandri 
became intrigued by what he found. “My 
tenants moved out so I’ve been diligently 
trying to restore the place … it was a mess. 
I started taking apart the original part of 
the house, which was still pretty solid. I 
was working on it … and I'm like, Okay, 
where are the posts? Where's the balloon 
framing in the kitchen? And I come to 
realize that it's one of these vertical plank 
houses, a house that doesn't really have 
a framing structure. They used hemlock 
siding, big, crazy pieces … it's the siding of 
the house, and it's also the structure of the 
house … trying to find more of these verti-
cal plank houses is something very rare." 

According to an entry in Wikipedia, "A 
plank house is unique as a type of Ameri-
can vernacular architecture. It consists of 

vertical planks, or rough-cut thick boards, 
which were nailed together to form walls, 
raised in place, and connected at the 
corners with simple lap joints. There are 
no corner posts or studs. Planks and hand-
hewn beams provided the basic struc-
ture or skeleton of the house. Due to the 
hamlet's isolation, a cultural lag existed 
there, with the Trapps people continuing 
to build log and plank houses through the 
1800s."

People made money from "tan barking," 
Alicandri said, an industry that provided 
material for the plank houses as a side 
product. "Basically they take the hemlock 
trees, get the bark off them and get tannin 
out of the bark. So they had this junk 
laying around, 25-foot-long pieces of two-
inch-thick hemlock that were 25 inches 
wide. What do you do with that? You give 
it to poor people and they build houses 
out of it." He guessed that the original part 
of his house was built around 1820. "Like 
I said, it's the only part of the house that's 
still solid. The rest of the house – the stuff 
they built in the 1940s – I had to complete-
ly redo. You can come and see it anytime. 
It's a red house, right in the middle of 
the Clove. If my pickup truck is there, I'm 
there. Stop by."    

Alligerville Hamlet Talk, Part Two: Alliger-
ville will appear in the next issue of the BSP.

Alligerville
from page 5

SUBSCRIBE TO THE
BLUESTONE PRESS

bluestonepress.net
D I G I TA L
P R I N T 
or B O T H

bluestonepress.net



  BlueStone Press, June 7, 2024, Page 9

Accord Fire District 
repairs

By resolution dated 28th day of March 
2024, the Accord Fire District has ap-
proved a resolution subject to permissive 
referendum to withdraw up to $159,000 
from its Repair Reserve Fund to be put to-
wards repairs to the property and grounds 
of the Fire District, including repairing or 
replacing heating, ventilation and air con-
ditioning (“HVAC”) units, repairing or re-
paving blacktop surfaces, and conducting 
miscellaneous general upkeep and repairs 
to the existing Fire District building. Peti-
tions for a referendum must be submitted 
to the secretary of the Accord Fire District 
no later than thirty (30) days after the date 
of publication of this notice.

Community comes 
together for 
Planting Day on 
the Conservancy 
Creekwalk

The long-awaited Planting Day at the 
Conservancy Creekwalk held last month 
had an eager and energetic band of 20 
volunteers, including one of the Future 
Farmers of America students at Rondout 
Valley High School. After many meetings 
beginning in September 2023 with the 
Cornell Extension Master Gardeners and 
the Conservancy Garden Committee, a 
wonderful design for three Native Polli-
nator planting areas was in place for the 
event. 

Planting Day was a major step for the 
Conservancy Creekwalk, a project started 
by the Conservancy in 2014 to bring this 
natural pathway to the community of 
High Falls and visitors. The first five years 
were spent discussing the land, and how it 
could be transferred to the Town of Mar-
bletown, which finally occurred in 2019. 

Since then, Conservancy and Riverkeeper 
volunteers have collected trash and have 
worked to identify this as a conservation 
area. 

Nancy Taylor introduced the Conser-
vancy to the Cornell Extension Master 

Gardeners Program. The Master Garden-
ers approved the application for assis-
tance, and Courtney Marie Churchill head 
of the program, quickly assembled a top 
team of Master Gardeners Barbara Londa, 
Barb Troan and Barbara Campbell. These 
expert gardeners provided encourage-
ment, guidance, layouts and a wide array 
of Native Pollinator plants for adding to 
the wildlife conservation goal of the Con-
servancy Creekwalk. 

The Town of Marbletown, under Su-
pervisor Rich Parete, provided two park 
benches and most of the Pollinator Plants. 
Thanks goes out to them for their support 
of this project. 

The Marbletown Highway Department 
Team, led by Lou Cardinale provided all 
transportation for two truckloads of com-
post (8 tons) purchased by the Conservan-
cy, was delivered to the Creekwalk in time 
for Planting Day. 

At the last moment, there was a change 
in availability of soil, and Benny Calcagno 
of Benny’s Pizzeria miraculously arranged 
for 9 cubic yards of rich planting soil to be 
available for purchase by the Conservan-
cy, and to be picked up the next day, again, 
by the Highway Department and delivered 
to exact locations on the Creekwalk.

There are so many others, including 
businesses who donated foods and other 

refreshments, who helped to make Plant-
ing Day a success, and the Conservancy is 
planning to honor them in a special way 
at the Grand Opening of the Conservancy 
Creekwalk to be held later this month.

For more information, visit highfalls-
conservancy.org or call Carole at 917-705-
8711.

Marbletown 
Kindergarten  
students help  
hermit crabs  
in Japan

In a heartwarming initiative, Kinder-
garten classes at Marbletown Elemen-
tary School have embarked on a special 
project. Inspired by the efforts of wildlife 
photographer Shawn Miller, who noticed 
hermit crabs inhabiting pieces of trash 
along the beaches of Okinawa, Japan, the 
students are painting shells to support 
Miller’s efforts to provide the creatures 
with new homes. 

As Miller captured the serene beauty 
of Okinawa's beaches, he saw that hermit 
crabs mistaking litter for suitable abodes. 
These industrious creatures were seen 
squeezing into discarded soda bottles, 
dish detergent caps, and other debris. 
He now paints shells, places them on the 
beaches and captures videos of the crabs 
moving into their new shelters. 

MES Kindergarten teacher Alice Guillon 
was intrigued by Miller’s project and 
reached out to the artist to get involved. 
Having her students participate in this 
initiative came in alignment with one of 
their English Language Arts lessons, which 
focuses on the theme of “Taking care of 
the Earth.” The Kindergarten students en-
thusiastically took up their paint brushes 
to transform ordinary shells into vibrant 
works of art. 

“To say the kids were excited would 
be an understatement,” said Guillon. 
“They enjoyed the various readings we 
have incorporated into this project, and 
awe-striking videos of Shawn Miller’s 
work. We have even adopted some hermit 
crabs class pets!” 

For more information, visit http://mes.
rondout.k12.ny.us or call 845-687-0284.

 

Co-op Kitchen 
Cookout

June 8, from noon to 3, the High Falls 
Food Co-op invites you to the first co-op 
kitchen cookout of the 2024 summer sea-
son. Right in the parking lot. On the menu:  
Shredded BBQ Chicken Sandwich or 
Grilled Pineapple Tofu with Cilantro Lime 
Slaw. Cold drinks, and ice cream snacks 
also available for purchase. Get your 
grocery shopping done, hang with some 
friendly community, peruse the gorgeous 
seedlings from Clove Valley Farm and 
enjoy a fresh delicious lunch! Additional-
ly, there will be an information cannabis 
pop-up with local High Falls cannabis 
farmer Will Leibee.

Briefs

As part of an English Language Arts lesson in "Taking care of the Earth,” 
Marbletown Elementary School students paint a shell for hermit crabs in Japan

Planting Day on the Conservancy Creekwalk volunteers, left to right, Barb Londa, 
Barbara Troan, Courtney Churchill, Juliet Stokes, Sheila Jansen, Patricia Dorbandt, 
Rebecca Folkerth, Chris Schoonmaker, Rob King, Barbara Campbell and Addisyn 
Spano. Volunteers not pictured include Gerry Greco, Katie Naplatarski, Sarah Draney 
and Nancy Purdum

 2842 Rt. 209
North Marbletown      

845-687-2699 
www.highfallscafe.com      

June Events

 8th Open for Lunch ONLY 

ticketed event after 6pm

13th Open Mic 7pm

15th Oxford Station Band 7:30pm

16th Father’s Day Brunch 

20th Dog Knows 7pm

22nd  Soul City 7:30pm

27th Trivia Night 7pm

28th (Friday) The Bush Brothers 7:30pm

We will be Closed for the 4th of July!

 
Tuesday Burgers & Beer

Wednesday Wings
Thursday See Events
Friday Pizza & Pasta
Saturday See Events

Sunday Breakfast
All dinner specials start 

after 5pm
Reservations

are highly suggested 
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Donald Gunn Ross III
OLIVEBRIDGE—Donald Gunn Ross III died peaceful-

ly in his sleep on May 18, 2024. He was born November 
26, 1944 in Port Chester, New York, to parents Donald 

Gunn Ross II and Andre Moul Ross. 
He’s survived by his sisters, Carol 
Shank of Stone Ridge, New York, Julie 
Ross of Willow Spring, North Carolina, 
brother Richard Ross of Hurley, New 
York and nieces Amanda Shank and 
Olivia Shank. Don loved nature and 
the simple things in life, living happily 
with few material possessions. At the 
age of 11 he canoed and camped the 
Fulton Chain of Lakes in the Adiron-

dacks, which began a lifelong habit of canoe trips in the 
Saranac Lake region further north. In the 60s he was 
active in Civil Rights, marching at Selma and elsewhere, 
and he enjoyed playing folk music on his 12-string guitar. 
Though he didn’t go to college directly after high school, 
he graduated college midlife, with an associate’s degree 
from UCCC and a bachelor’s in Journalism from SUNY 
New Paltz. Having spent his younger years in Port Chester 
and Katonah, New York, his family moved to High Falls, 
New York in 1964, where he was thrilled to explore the 
Shawangunk Mountains. The “Gunks” played a huge part 
in his life, offering beautiful scenery and numerous trails 
to ride on his mountain bike. He was often at Minnewaska 
or Mohonk, participating in bicycle races or riding with 
friends. In the late 80s he edited and published a small 
newspaper called “Ridgerider” that celebrated “riding 
the ridge” and informed bike enthusiasts of past and 
future events. Later in life, he developed a love of Plein 
Air Painting, and returned to the mountains to paint the 
landscapes he’d once biked, capturing them in dozens of 
oil and watercolor paintings. Another love was that of the 
sea and clipper ships. Many years of travel and research 
led him to write The Era of the Clipper Ships: The Legend 
of Donald McKay, a definitive work on the subject. He’d 
been inspired by family questions about McKay, thought 
to be a relative, a fact Don confirmed. For many years, 
Don was actively involved with the Vivekananda Retreat 
Ridgely in Stone Ridge, meditating, assisting with events 
and growing an organic garden. Skilled with his hands, he 
had several craft businesses, and produced pipes made 
of walnut, ceramic fish and eyeglass pins. He also farmed 
and harvested catnip, selling it under the label “Meowi 
Zowie” for the delight of many an Ulster County cat. Don 
was often spotted in town with a cup of coffee and the 
NY Times which he read daily. He was outgoing, greeting 
friends and acquaintances with his customary “quack, 
quack,” eager to chat. Don Ross was one of a kind and will 
be greatly missed. Comments and memories of Don, can 
be posted at Joseph V. Leahy Funeral Home, Inc., Kings-
ton, New York

Ronnie Posner
TILLSON—In memory of Ronnie 

(Weincrot) Posner, age 83, of Tillson, 
New York, who passed away peacefully 
on Monday May 20, 2024 at her home. 
Born on July 22, 1941, Ronnie lived a 
full and vibrant life, deeply dedicated 
to her family, work and friends. Ronnie 
handled and was responsible for all 
the organizational and managerial 
work as General Manager of MJPosner 
Construction Co., where she served 

with distinction from the early years of the company’s 

existence until 2020. Her leadership and commitment 
greatly contributed to the company’s success and left 
a legacy. She is survived by her beloved husband of 63 
years, Martin Posner; her son, Andrew Posner; her daugh-
ter, Heidi Lynn Posner; her brother, Steve Weincrot; and 
her cherished granddaughter, Dakota Posner. Ronnie 
was preceded in death by her sister, Linda Weincrot; her 
uncle, Stanley Machenberg and her parents, Frances and 
Harold Weincrot. A funeral service was held at the George 
Moylan Funeral Home Inc. 2053 Route 32, Rosendale, on 
Saturday May 25, 2024, at 11 a.m. Visitation was held at 
the funeral home beginning at 10 a.m. prior to the service. 
Burial followed at New Paltz Rural Cemetery – Ulster 
County Veterans Section in New Paltz. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made to Humane Society 
International – http://www.Donate.hsi.org Ronnie will be 
remembered for her warmth, kindness, dedication and 
the love she shared with all who knew her. She will be 
greatly missed by her family, friends and all who had the 
pleasure of knowing her. May her memory be a blessing.

Burton M. Angrist, M.D.
HIGH FALLS—Burton M. Angrist, M.D. died on Friday, 

May 17, at Ten Broeck Center for Rehabilitation and 
Nursing in Kingston, New York. A resident of High Falls, 
he was born in Queens, New York, on July 15, 1936. A 
graduate of Albert Einstein College of Medicine, he was 
a member of the NYU Medical Center Department of 
Psychiatry for nearly 50 years, all of that time based at 
Bellevue Hospital or the New York VA, both NYU Medical 
Center affiliates. His research focused primarily on the 
origin and treatment of psychoses. A devoted outdoor 
enthusiast and rock climber, he was drawn early to the 
Shawangunk Mountains in New York State’s Hudson 
Valley. Long a weekender, he became a full-time Gunks 
resident following his retirement. Suggestions for dona-
tions in his memory include Mohonk Preserve, Friends of 
the Shawangunks and humanitarian and natural history 
organizations. He is survived by his wife Anka Angrist and 
daughter Laurel Angrist.

Memoriam

Where will you Rest in Peace?

KRUMVILLE CEMETERY
Beautiful, serene, country setting 

in Town of Olive
Plot prices; $850.00 ea. or  

2 adjacent plots for $1,550.00 
(includes 4 cornerstones)

Contact Linda @ 845-657-6467  
or Judy @ 845-514-6890

R e a d   L o c a l

George J. Moylan 
Funeral Home Inc.

2053 Route 32
Rosendale, NY 12472

(845) 658-3139

3663 Route 209
Stone Ridge, NY 12484
(845) 687-7970

Traditional Funeral Services
Cremations

Pre-Arrangements

Humiston
Funeral Home, Inc.
Geoffrey and Heather Hazzard

(845) 626-3331 • humistonfuneralhome.com
30 42nd Street • Kerhonkson

Philomena Link
STONE RIDGE—Philomena Brown Link of Stone 

Ridge, New York, born September 19, 1922, entered 
into eternal glory on May 16, 2024, just four months 

before her 102nd birthday. Her 
extraordinary life was remarkable 
and inspiring to all who knew 
her. Philomena was the first child 
born to her immigrant parents, 
Nicholas and Christina de Do-
minicis Brown. Her father came 
to Atwood in 1908 and opened 
Brown’s Hotel on Route 213, 
which later became a residential 
home. Five of the seven children 

were born in the Brown’s Hotel house. Years later 
the Brown’s family business relocated on Atwood 
Road nearby, in the historic Hill Top Tavern. This 
present landmark was the family home for nearly 
100 years and it’s where Philomena and all of her 
siblings grew up. Her heart never left the love of her 
home roots. She became the glue to the family ad-
venture and helped “Pop” earn the title of “the old-
est innkeeper in the state of New York” as featured 
on WABC Channel 7 on December 15, 1978. The 
ability for Philomena to share a lifetime of personal 
and community history, with clarity and motiva-
tion, was a blessing, indeed. Philomena began her 
education in the one-room school house. Her four 
younger sisters, Anna, Delia, Edith and Marguerite, 
and two brothers, Frank and Nicholas followed, 
until the school closed in 1944. Her education con-
tinued at Kingston High School, graduating in 1940, 
where she was an outstanding student and a terrific 
basketball player. The Moran School of Business 
followed high school. Employment opportunities 
led her to New York City. In 1951 she accepted an 
executive secretary position with the US Dispatch 
Agency, serving all official government shipments 
of personal and household goods of federal em-
ployees throughout the world. This position led to 
an appointment by Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller as 
an assistant supervisor in the office of Inter-Ameri-
can Affairs, a position that she held until returning 

to Stone Ridge, New York. On June 3, 1951, she 
married Charles Link, her husband for 63 years 
until his passing. Philomena became a mother 
when her son Glenn Link was born. Throughout 
her life as a wife and a mother, she continued to be 
actively involved in the management of all Tavern 
and family obligations. Philomena started the 
longest part of her career in Kingston, New York 
in 1958 as office manager for the Oscar B. London 
Clothing Stores. She retired 27 years later from 
London’s when all four stores closed. After leaving 
her career at London’s Clothing Stores, Philomena 
worked several more years at Sanger Cabinet in 
Port Ewen. Philomena Link is recognized as an 
active community supporter. She was a founding 
member of the Saint Peter’s School Association in 
Rosendale and was Treasurer for eight years. She 
was a 4-H leader for 25 years, seeing generations 
of children growing up. She was also active in the 
Marbletown Senior Citizens and was secretary for 
several years. Her peaceful departure leaves her 
son Glenn Link and granddaughter Morgan Link, 
her sisters, Marguerite Lockwood (Granville), Edith 
Mallaney (Tom) and brother Nicholas Brown Jr. 
(Alice) and two and three generations of nieces 
and nephews. She is pre-deceased by her husband, 
Charles Link, her brother Frank Brown and sisters 
Anna Isusi (Charles) and Delia Brown and sister-
in-law, Alice Brown Jr. A special note of gratitude 
is recognized for nieces Michele Hirsch (Ted) and 
Andrea Lockwood-Mayors (Jim) who have lovingly 
cared and comforted their Aunt Phil in the later 
years of her extended life. A mass of Christian buri-
al was held on May 20 2024 at Saint Peter’s Church 
in Rosendale, New York. Burial followed in Fairview 
Cemetery, Stone Ridge, New York. George J Moylan 
Funeral Home, 20053 Route 32, Rosendale, assisted 
the family with arrangements. Memorial contri-
butions, which are sincerely appreciated, may be 
made to either: the Marbletown, First Aid Unit, P.O. 
Box 323, High Falls, NY 12440 or to the Hudson 
Valley Hospice, 400 Erin Court, Kingston, NY 12401.

Sharing a long life of 
community and family

Link

Ross

Posner
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Chelsea Miller
BSP Reporter 

Kerhonkson, long cherished for its resplendent natural 
beauty, is experiencing quite the renaissance. Main 
Street, which in recent memory has been serving up 
ghost town vibes, is positively popping. New to the scene 
is The Flying Goose Tavern, a friendly bar co-owned by 
Lisa Binassarie, her brother Roger Jaghoo and property 
owner Lita Dwight, who all bring diverse backgrounds to 
the joint venture. Binassarie, who has a long history in the 
film industry with a keen eye for aesthetics and culture, 
her brother Jaghoo, a seasoned bartender and musician 
and Lita Dwight, a lawyer and landlord, have created a 
space that serves as a place where neighbors can – wheth-
er full-time upstaters or weekenders – meet and make 
new friends.

Binassarie and Jaghoo’s origin story begins in Brook-
lyn and Queens, where they grew up. Binassarie moved 
upstate full time with her wife Martha Prakelt, who owns 
Marty’s Fitness Studio, during the pandemic. Jaghoo 
joined them in 2021 after the birth of his child, becoming 
the lead bartender at Inness. A motorcycle accident in 
August 2022 left Roger out of work for about a year, during 
which time the siblings began to consider a longstanding 
day dream – opening a bar together. Jaghoo had initially 
met Dwight at Inness, and they reconnected in 2023. 
Dwight, who has owned a property in Kerhonkson since 
2010, was holding out for just the right thing, and they col-
lectively agreed that the location seemed like the perfect 
place for their new venture. As it is with most things in 
life – in the right partnership there is a secret sauce. “We 
all collaborated wonderfully, staying in our lanes to make 
the space exactly what we wanted,” says Binassarie. The 
team’s diverse backgrounds have created a welcoming, 
inclusive environment. The only requirement is to be 
nice,” Binassarie laughs.

The Flying Goose Tavern officially opened its doors in 
February of this year. The seasonal timing allowed the 
partners to work out any operational kinks and gauge the 
community’s response. The idea was to create an afford-
able, welcoming spot for locals, weekenders and visitors 
alike. “We wanted a place that felt like it had been here 
forever, where people could gather, feel part of some-
thing,” says Binassarie.

The interior of the Flying Goose Tavern was designed 
by Blackthorn Interiors, with Binassarie’s friends Shawn 
Brydges and Juliet Freehan lending their expertise. They 
aimed to create a space that looked like it simply be-
longed, fitting seamlessly into the local landscape. The 
tavern features dark green beadboard, white oak ban-
quets and a whimsical 360-degree mural around the top 
of the walls. The design blends elements of an old-time 
tavern with touches of the English countryside.

Drinks are of the classic varietal with options spanning 

from a $4 beer to a fancier cocktail (depending on the 
bartender). Flying Goose spotlights pop-up food vendors, 
including Eat Church, a South East Asian vendor, hailed 
by our very own BlueStone Press Wally Nichols. Other 
pop-ups include a long standing Taco Tuesday helmed by 
a local Guatemalan family, and (most recently) a comple-
mentary pizza night. The criteria for popups are simple, 
says Binassarie, “There has to be a vegetarian option, and 
really we just want people who are passionate about their 
food. I want to give people a space to share the food they 
love to cook, so if you want to do a pop up or are a popup 
– give us a call.”

The flexible menu and rotating selection of drinks 
reflect the owners’ desire to cater to a wide range of tastes. 
“We don’t have a fixed drinks menu. Things change all the 
time on draft. We focus on a seasonal mixed drinks list, 
beers that change on tap, and wines that change with the 
season. We’re very accommodating,” explains Binassarie. 
Classic cocktails like martinis are always available, but the 
tavern also offers experimental seasonal cocktails, cater-
ing to different preferences. The community’s reaction to 
the Flying Goose Tavern has been overwhelmingly posi-
tive. “People really wanted to see this strip developed in 
a way that was inclusive and both locals and expats were 
thirsty for more services,” says Binassarie. 

The Flying Goose Tavern is open seven days a week en-
suring that it caters to the local community by being avail-

able not just on weekends but throughout the week. “The 
idea was to have a real community center where people 
can come by and have a beer or seltzer and run into their 
neighbors and gather to feel a part of something,” explains 
Binassarie.

The name Flying Goose Tavern is a nod to the local her-
itage, inspired by the Lenape word for Kerhonkson, which 
means “flying goose.” Looking ahead, the Flying Goose 
Tavern aims to continue fostering a sense of community 
while welcoming visitors. Whether it’s a great hike, a walk 
on the rail trail or just a casual drink, the tavern enhances 
the local experience. “We live in a special place, and we’re 
so excited to be here in this area with Minnewaska and 
Mohonk,” says Binassarie. “We want people to feel the 
specialness of the area and know that the Flying Goose 
represents that.”

Open year-round, the goal is that there’s always a place 
for locals and visitors to gather. “We’re here for you. We 
always have a place to go. We see our friends and make 
new friends, and that’s what it’s about,” says Binassarie. 
“Dogs will be welcome in the back once our outdoor area 
is open, we really just want you to grab your family and 
come down at five or six and grab some drinks and food 
and meet new friends. This area is so special. We want 
people to feel that specialness and also feel like The Flying 
Goose represents that feeling.”    

The Flying Goose Tavern is located at 323 Main St. in Ker-
honkson and is open seven days a week; Monday-Thurs-
day 3-9 p.m., Friday-Saturday 3-10 p.m. and Sunday 
noon-6 p.m. To learn more and stay up to date, follow The 
Flying Goose on Instagram @flyinggoosetavern.

The Flying Goose Tavern takes flight

Founders of Flying Goose Tavern (from left to right): 
Roger Jaghoo, Lita Dwight and Lisa Binassarie

HOME WATCHING
SERVICE

Visit RondoutValleyGrowers.org to learn 
about agriculture in the Rondout Valley
• Food & Farm Finder: lists our members, keyword searches, 
 and Google Maps 

• Farm News: what’s happening and where

• CSA Shares: who has them and the details

• Farmers Markets: find our members

• Events Calendar: live and online ag-related events 

Visit www.RondoutValleyGrowers.org 
to learn about agriculture in the Rondout Valley

The Rondout Valley Growers Association is a nonprofit 
organization, deeply rooted both in farming and community. 

We are committed to celebrating, educating, and advocating about 
the importance of local farming. We work to inspire 

and engage all generations in order to create a 
sustainable local food system and strong agricultural fabric.

Mission – To strengthen our community and economy 
by supporting local agriculture.

Kerhonkson's community-driven 
hospitality open 7 days a week
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Jeff Slater
BSP Reporter

The Rondout Varsity track teams had 
another banner year. The girls’ team took 
second place in the MHAL’s and won their 
sixth consecutive Section 9 Class C title 
since 2016. The boys also did well, taking 
third in the MHAL’s and finishing second 
in the Section 9 championship.

The track teams are led by coach Jake 
Maloney, who coaches short sprints, hur-
dles and throwers, Coach Anne Gullickson 
does distance, Lynne Drake does high 
jump and Michael Oberly is a new coach 
who works with long sprinters. They all 
coach both boys and girls together within 
their groups.

“The senior girls dominated and the 
youth on the team looks to have a bright 
future,” said Maloney of the season.

Some of the highlights of the year were.
The girls 4X 400 relay team (Madison 

Shanley eighth-grader, Clara Samko, Oliv-
ia Waruch, Jacqueline Kennedy) winning 
both the MHAL and Section 9 champion-
ship and breaking the RVHS record and 
qualifying for the State Championships 
being held Cicero North Syracuse on June 
7 (today) and June 8.

In addition to the relay championship 
junior Clara Samko won the 800-meter 
dash at the sectionals and eighth-grad-
er Madison Shanley won the 400 at the 
sectionals.

The 4X 100 team (Shawna Whitak-
er eighth-grader, Grace Kiskiel, Olivia 
Waruch and Jacqueline Kennedy) won 
both championships.

Victoria De Graw broke her own school 
record in the discus and qualified for the 
State Championship in the discus and 

finished first in both the shot put and the 
discus at the Section 9 championships.

DeGraw said, “This final season at 
Rondout has been filled with ups and 
downs, wins and losses and so much 
growth. As an athlete you always want to 
be better or stronger or more powerful, 
and it can be hard to feel like what you’re 
doing is enough. I am so blessed to be 
able to represent my team this year at the 
State Championships in the discus throw 
and showcase the hard work myself and 
the coaches have put in over the last four 
years.”

 Maloney said, “Olivia Waruch had an 
excellent season in the girls 400 hurdles 
and brought leadership and speed to 
both relay teams. Jacqueline Kennedy 
repeated as MHAL and Section 9 champ 
in the 100meters and won the MHAL 
long jump and added speed to both relay 
teams. The girls young distance squad 
continued to break personal records and 

score lots of points at championships. Led 
by ninth-grader Hannah Chapin (second 
in the 1500meter and the 3000meter at 
sectionals), tenth-grader grader Gypsy 
Wish, eighth-grader Lola Sherwood who 
also ran the 3000, 1500 and 4X 800 and 
Greata Sutherland Roth who took first in 
the steeplechase at sectionals was a relay 
team member.”

Two eighth-grader hurdlers qualified 
for the Middle School Nationals, Shaw-
na Miller and Audrey Dennin Whitaker 
placed third at sectionals and was a relay 
team member.

“We have a fantastic group of new-
comers on both the boys’ and girls’ sides. 
I’m looking forward to the nest few years 
working with this talented group”, contin-
ued Maloney.

The boys were led by Thomas Clark 
who dominated both the 110 High hurdles 
and the 400 hurdles at the MHAL’s and 
Sectionals and will be competing at States 

in the 110 hurdles. Luke Kotsides broke 
the school record in the pole vault and was 
MHAL champion and will be going to the 
states.

“I was able to break the indoor record 
but that was only part of my goal. I really 
wanted the outdoor record and at the 
MHAL championship meet, I was able to 
break the school record and qualify for the 
State Championships with a jump of 12’ 9’’. 
As soon as I cleared the bar, I was ecstatic. 
This season was everything I could have 
ever hoped for,” said Kotsides.

Other noteworthy performances by the 
boys where Jackson Paley was the Section 
9 pole vault champion. Senior newcomer 
Sumner King Barra took second at the shot 
put at the section 9 championships, along 
with Gabe Schoonmaker who was section 
9 long jump champion. Owen Shafer-Ser-
mini was Section 9 champion in the 3200 
meter and broke the school record in 
1600 as a sophomore. Boys 4X 800 relay 
(Jacob Kraft, Owen Shafer-Sermini, Jake 
Kotsides and Thomas Clark took second, 
and the boys 4X 400 team of Jacob Kraft, 
Thomas Clark, John Sweeney and Gabe 
Schoonmaker took second.

Rondout also hosted the 19th Annual 
Gander Invitational track meet with 24 
teams competing as well as the MHAL’s 
and Section 9 Class A and C champion-
ships.

“I am extremely happy for our senior 
group this year who after many years 
of hard work have truly dominated and 
reached so many of their personal goals,” 
concluded Maloney.

Congratulations to the girls’ and boys’ 
track teams and their coaches on a record 
breaking season and good luck to the 
athletes going to the States!

Go Ganders.   

Rondout girls’ track team continues its 
dominance with 6th straight championship

Rondout Valley's record breaking 4 X 400 girls relay team. Pictured from left to 
right: Clara Samko, Jacqueline Kennedy, Madison Shanley and Olivia Waruch

Boys team improves 
and finishes 2nd place

Ladies Day at  
the range

Come join the fun and try a .22 rifle, 
20-guage shotgun and archery, at Ladies 
Day at the range, 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, 
June 15, at the Marbletown Sportsmen’s 
Club, 95 Scarawan Road, Stone Ridge. $10 
fee includes continental breakfast, use of 
firearms, ammunition, bow and arrows. 

For more information, visit marble-
townsportsmensclub.org, call 845-687-
7202 or email marbletownsportsmens-
club@gmail.com.

Local women’s 
hockey team 
raises $14K for 
Alzheimer's 
Association

The Saugerties Nightmares Women’s 
Hockey Team, known to include gals from 
High Falls to Hastings-on-Hudson, of all 
ages recently hosted its Third Annual May 
Melt Women’s Ice Hockey Tournament, at 
its home rink, Kiwanis Ice Arena in Sau-
gerties. The event featured 12 teams from 

New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts 
and New Jersey with players ranging in age 
from 21-70. Over 120 women participated 
in the tournament with spectators, fans, 
coaches and officials also in attendance. 

The May Melt raised $14,000 with all do-
nations going to the local Hudson Valley 
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association, as 
part of their “The Longest Day” campaign, 
a movement dedicated to Alzheimer’s 
research, support and care sponsored by 
the Alzheimer’s Association. 

The 12 women’s ice hockey team, play-
ers ranging in age from 21 to 70, will be 
competing in three divisions, Recreation-
al, Recreational Plus and C/D. 

The Albany Devils and Saugerties 
Nightmares teams at Third Annual May 
Melt Women’s Ice Hockey Tournament
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845-417-1129
Always prompt service.

Doug Nostrand
Home Improvement
Quality Craftsmanship

Hardwood floor sanding, 
refinishing & installations

Windows & Doors
Plumbing & Heating

Kitchen & Bath renovations

845-417-1129  Always prompt service

Hardwood Floor Sanding, Refinishing & Installations,
Windows & Doors, Plumbing & Heating,
Kitchen & Bath Renovations

BOB GAYDOS AUTO BODY
24 Hour Towing

50 YEARS OF SERVICE

(845) 626-0909 | 6212 Route 209, Kerhonkson

• Tree Pruning
• Danger Tree Removal
• Land Clearing

• Lawn Development
• Top Soil, Stone, Mulch
• Stump Grinding

Tree Care & Removal, Lawn MaintenanceTree Care & Removal, Lawn Maintenance

Free Estimates & Fully Insured

(845) 702-9641

ATWOOD GRAVEL WORKSATWOOD GRAVEL WORKS
DRIVEWAYS / LANDSCAPE DRIVEWAYS / LANDSCAPE 

GRAVEL TOPSOIL DELIVERIESGRAVEL TOPSOIL DELIVERIES
UNDERGROUND UTILITY LOCATING SERVICEUNDERGROUND UTILITY LOCATING SERVICE
Resurfacing, Potholes, Grading, Drainage, Culvert Resurfacing, Potholes, Grading, Drainage, Culvert 
Installation, Landscaping, Gravel, Stone, Topsoil,  Installation, Landscaping, Gravel, Stone, Topsoil,  

Underground Utility Locating Service, Electric, WaterUnderground Utility Locating Service, Electric, Water

FULLY INSUREDFULLY INSURED
OUR METHODS SAVE YOU $$$OUR METHODS SAVE YOU $$$

(845) 399-8914 atwoodgravelworks.com

Stone Ridge Nursery & 
Landscape Gardiners

Family Run for 36 Years
PollinatingPlants!

COME VISIT THE NURSERY!COME VISIT THE NURSERY!
Spring Clean-ups, Garden Maintenance & New Plantings Spring Clean-ups, Garden Maintenance & New Plantings 

Tues-Sat 9-6 | Sun 10-3 | Closed Mon
(845) 687-9026  (845) 399-1708

110 Kripplebush Road, Stone Ridge

YOUR AD

HERE
REASONABLE 

RATES
REPEAT 

DISCOUNTS
bluestonepress 
845@gmail.com

Tickets: $50
peoplesplace.org

PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
PEOPLE’S PLACE

THURSDAY 
JUNE 20

5:30-8:30pm
on the Rip Van Winkle

Dining  
DJ & Dancing

Cash Bar
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Max Schiff/Owner (845) 687-6427
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Problems with trucks on Route 
209 in Stone Ridge

To the Editor: I was just driving north on 209, going 
30 miles an hour. After MyTown Market I noted a large 
truck following too close behind me. I was turning right 
at the Black-Dot, across from the Stone Ridge Library, 
signaling well in advance. As I approached my right hand 
turn, a pedestrian crossed the road I was about to exit 
onto. I slowed down and stopped just short of my right 
hand turn. The light still being green, the trucker passed 
me on the left going into the other lane of 209, right under 
the light at Cooper Street where workers were working, 
as traffic approached. I remained calm and handled the 
situation.

I called Case Trucking, the only name I saw on the 
truck. I found a Case Trucking on the internet and called 
them, but didn’t leave a message.

This was so outrageous; I realized that something must 
be done immediately to correct the situation. I would pass 
a law in Ulster County saying any truck larger than a cer-
tain size tailing a car within X number of feet will receive 
a fine of $500 or more. Make it $1,000. Make it $2,000. Put 
cameras at the three stop lights in Stone Ridge, recording 
every truck passing though.

These are simple solutions to a problem that I now 
realize must have an ironclad solution. I suggest that Mar-
bletown and Ulster County officials pursue this plan with 
the state. If they can come up with a better plan, good. I 
handled a dangerous situation adequately, but this must 
stop.

Alan Silverman
Stone Ridge

Memorial Day parade flags
To the Editor: Concern and outrage has been ex-

pressed (on social media) because Marbletown would 
not allow American flags with a blue and or red stripe to 
be carried by Rondout Little League players. This may 
be a moment for all of us to take a step back from the 
divisions that so plague our communities and country. 
Although it’s not enforced very often, federal law prohibits 
the altering of United States flags. Asking town officials 
for permission to carry an altered flag puts them in a 
difficult position because of the federal regulations and 
also because the flags in question mean different things to 
different people. For the baseball players they apparently 
mean respect for police officers and firefighters who have 
died in the line of duty. The blue line flag was introduced 
after the murder of George Floyd by a, now convicted, 
police officer. The blue line reminds some of the Vietnam 
mantra: My country right or wrong. It seems to downplay 
the wrongs perpetrated on people of color. The parade 
was cancelled because of weather but it would have been 
perfectly permissible to wave the blue and red line flags 
from the sidewalks while American flags were carried by 
the parade marchers. Memorial Day was established after 
the Civil War to honor those who died while in military 
service. They fought and died for our one flag. There are 
other days and opportunities to honor the brave men and 
women who have died in the line of duty as police and 
firefighters. They also deserve our thanks. Perhaps the 
best way to honor our beloved dead is to practice patience 
and kindness to each other.

Janet Vincent
Cottekill

My Local Dump
To the Editor: I’m writing to express my thoughts on 

the Marbletown Transfer Station, also known as my local 
dump. Regular trips to the dump are typically mundane, 
but the Marbletown dump has always stood out. With 
Jeff’s friendly greeting at the check-in booth and a nice 
area for exchanging free items, it’s more than just a place 
to dispose of trash. One of the main highlights, until 
recently, was Alex Kahana.

Even on the most challenging days, Alex’s broad smile 
and infectious enthusiasm could lift anyone’s spirits. His 
presence transformed a routine dump visit into a more 
pleasant experience. You leave the dump feeling lighter 

– and not just from getting rid of your trash. Alex even ex-
hibited a series of photos at the Marbletown Library titled 
"Dogs Who Love a Great Dump." His vibrant personality 
and contributions made him a wonderful ambassador for 
the community.

It’s especially disheartening that Alex no longer works 
at the transfer station due to a dispute with the Town of 
Marbletown. While I won’t delve into the specifics of the 
conflict, which have already been covered in this paper, I 
want to emphasize that Marbletown is too small a com-
munity to let such disagreements linger. I urge Supervisor 
Parete and the Town Board to use their experience and 
resolve this conflict. Our town would greatly benefit from 
Alex’s return.

Please, bring back Alex!

Maria Reidelbach
High Falls

Katherine F. Albert
To the Editor: How wonderful it was to celebrate on 

Saturday, May 18, long-time resident Katherine F. Albert 
of Stone Ridge,  with her family, mostly from Rochester, 
and surrounding areas, and her local friends many of 
which came from the Marbletown Seniors Club which 
meets twice a month at the Marbletown Community Cen-
ter in the heart of Marbletown on Main Street (Rt. 209). 
What a spread of food her nephew Scott and wife laid 
out, but even more essential were the numerous photo 
albums and copious notes Kathy kept over so many years. 
There were notes about group camping trips and notes 
like mosquitoes less like the color blue, etc. It was truly 
like traveling down memory lane for anyone before the 
internet, probably over 35 or so.  She was a well-known 
fifth grade teacher from Ellenville for decades, a graduate 
of SUNY New Paltz in 1972, an inveterate performer with 
the Coach House Players and Hudson Valley Gilbert & 
Sullivan Players among others and our lovely neighbor for 
over 30 years.

It was so nice to enjoy this time with friends and rela-
tives of Kathy who passed away on January 30, 2024 in a 
human relatable place like the former Episcopal Church 
and later American Legion Hall of Marbletown on Main 
Street which is now the Marbletown Community Center, 
because without these touchstones of community what is 
a town at all? I understand there may be funds to save its 

sale. Kudos! What a wonderful memorial! Many compli-
ments to such special family efforts!!

John Wood
Marbletown

Why I'm supporting Sarahana 
Shrestha in the June 25  
primary election

To the Editor: Regular readers of the BlueStone Press 
will likely recognize my name from my volunteering with 
the Marbletown ECC and as an energy coach for New 
Yorkers for Clean Power. If you do, you probably realize 
that I'm deeply dedicated to getting us off fossil fuels. 
If you've been paying attention to our state assembly 
member, Sarahana Shrestha, you'll know that she is just as 
dedicated to saving our planet as I am. I knew that when I 
voted for her last time, but since then she has far sur-
passed my expectations. I literally can't think of a single 
political office holder in New York who is stronger on the 
environment than Sarahana. Her leadership on the Build 
Public Renewables Act particularly caught my attention.

She's doing other good stuff, too, but she would have 
my vote anyway.

Tom Konrad
Marbletown

Hackers Open Golf tournament
To the Editor: The Rondout Valley Lions Club would 

like to thank the players and sponsors of the 2024 Hackers 
Open Golf tournament that was held at Stone Dock Golf 
course. Your support enables the Rondout Valley Lions 
Club to continue its mission in our local community 
with activities such as financial support to the local food 
pantries and needy families, scholarships for graduating 
seniors at RVCS and Ellenville Central and emergency 
relief to flood, fire and earthquake victims. As well as 
other non-cash programs such as the KidSight screenings, 
recycling plastic to park benches and eyeglasses reuse.

Daniel D. Gagnon
Golf Committee

JUNE…
…wacky month here in the Valley

CLASSIFIED ADS START AT $15
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Did you know?
Current and new subscribers can access the newest 

edition of the BSP directly from our website the morning 
of publication. In addition, they have access to our entire 

archive of e-editions from any digital device.

Try it out!
For this issue only, share the digital edition 

with friends and family through text, email, or instant 
messaging. Scan the QR code to get a free digital sample!

or

 ANYWHERE!

Subscribe 
online & 

never miss 
an issue!

Get this 
issue as 
a free 
digital 
sample!
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Chelsea Miller
BSP Reporter 

Eric Goldberg's Memorial Jazz Jam at Lydia’s Café is a 
tribute to a man deeply connected to music, family and 
his community. The event, featuring an open jazz jam 
and potluck, aims to celebrate Eric’s life and legacy. 

Eric first met his wife, Goldie Goldberg, in New Paltz in 
the early 1970s. "We were married for 45 years," she said. 
"I came up to hang out with rock climbers. I met him in 
New Paltz, and we were crashing at someone's house. We 
went out to breakfast the following day and that was that."

Eric's musical career spanned several iconic hotels of 
the Borscht Belt past, including Kutchers, The Granite 
(where Goldberg also DJ’d in the Mystic Lounge) and The 
Neville. He worked as a band musician in many resort ho-
tels. "He had a great sense of humor, loved his family and 
took care of his kids," Goldie shared. "He really helped me 
bring up the kids; there were days where he'd work nights 
and I’d work days." The couple also ran a DJ business in 
the 1980s called One Thousand Dances. Eric's love for 
music was evident in his daily life, with a music collection 
of roughly 80,000 records. "He listened to hours of music 
every day," says Goldie. "He loved music from the time he 
was a little kid. He used to say that he rocked in the crib."

Eric was also a skilled arranger, crafting pieces for 
the Hudson Valley Philharmonic and various Catskill 
acts. His daughter, Shira Goldberg, says of his extensive 
background, "He was born in the Bronx in 1947 and after 
learning the basics on piano, he took up the bassoon in 

school. He went to Mannes School of Music for compo-
sition and later protested for civil rights and against the 
Vietnam War. He traveled across the country in his 20s 
and even hitchhiked from NYC to California." Eric found 
his way to the area via his old college friend Winograd 
who invited Eric up to New Paltz for a weekend of fun. 
What ensued for both friends was musical career in the 
Catskills that included playing at hotels like the Fallsview, 
Kutscher’s, Brown’s and the Homowack. Shira empha-
sized her father's influence on her musical development. 
"He was always using his ear and helped me to develop 
mine. He was not only a playing musician but also a 
prolific record collector. He really showed what it was to 
actually listen to music."

Shira's favorite piece that her father composed is 
"Kaddish for Mingus," though she also cherished the silly 

songs he made up along the way. "His musical legacy 
is not only the work he left behind but also a continued 
curiosity for music and openness to learn new music," 
says Shira. 

David Winograd, a the very same close friend and 
fellow musician who first lured Eric to the area, first met 
Eric at NYU in 1968. He recalled bringing Eric up to New 
Paltz from NYC to expand both their musical and social 
worlds. "Eric was a wonderful bassoonist and practiced 
hard when he was young. His absolute love of music was 
evident in the time he spent listening to many genres," 
Winograd said. He also shared a humorous lyric from a 
pop tune Eric wrote in the 1970s: "Let's go to McDonald's 
… dressed semi-formal … and we can celebrate … the fact 
that we're normal!"

Arlene Gould, a long-time friend and colleague, met 
Eric in the early 1980s while the they both worked at The 
Times Herold Record (she as the Public Relations Direc-
tor and Eric as the Classical music critic). She described 
Eric as having an encyclopedic knowledge of music, with 
a record collection to match. "He was adventuresome 
and willing to listen to almost anything new to him," she 
said. One of her fondest memories was when Eric gave 
her a thumb drive full of silly children's songs, including 
a Groucho Marx record she loved as a child. "One of my 
best gifts ever," she said.

The Eric Goldberg Memorial Jazz Jam is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 9, from 4-8 p.m. at Lydia’s Café and in the 
spirit of the collaboration that was a cornerstone to Eric’s 
life, all are invited.  The event is BYOI (Bring Your Own 
Instrument) and attendees are encouraged to bring lawn 
chairs/blankets and a dish to share. In the event of rain, 
the event will be held inside. Mark Usvolk, co-proprietor 
Lydia’s Café, described Eric as a frequent supporter of the 
café’s Saturday night music events. "Eric's knowledge and 
appreciation for jazz and classical music was as expansive 
as his generosity of spirit," Usvolk said. "His woodwind 
quintet performed at Lydia’s, with Eric playing bassoon 
and arranging. It is our honor to host this event to remem-
ber and pay homage to this gifted and loving man."

The Eric Goldberg Memorial Jazz Jam will be held rain 
or shine on Sunday, June 9, from 4-8 p.m. at Lydia’s Café, 
which is located at 7 Old US 209 in Stone Ridge. For more 
information, call the restaurant at 845-687-6373.  

Pack your instrument and a dish to share
Celebrating the life, music and 
legacy of Eric Goldberg with a 
community Memorial Jazz Jam, 
rain or shine at Lydia’s Café on 
June 9

Eric Goldberg and his daughter, Shira Goldberg, per-
forming at a bar mitzvah in the 1990s.

Consult with us: www.welcomehomecleaners.com

Serving Fine Estates & Households since 2000

...OPEN THE
 DOOR TO
 BETTER DAYS...

  House Cleaning
Rental Cleaning  

  & Management
 Concierge Service

  NOW HIRING
4629 US HWY 209 | Accord, NY 12404 

845.626.2402

1398 NY-213, High Falls | 845.687.7262
highfallsfoodcoop.com

—SHOP 7 DAYS A WEEK, NOT JUST FOR MEMBERS—

H I G H  FA L L S                     FOOD CO-OP  

FIRST 2024 SUMMER BARBECUE SEASON

CO-OP  K I T CH EN

COOKOUTCOOKOUT
SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 12-3PM
& CANNABIS POP-UP WITH BACK HOME FARM

Shredded BBQ Chicken Sandwich w/ Cilantro Lime Slaw 
Grilled Pineapple Tofu w/ Cilantro Lime Slaw

• Construction
• Lawn & Garden
• Floor Care
• Ladders
• Scaffold 

5752 Route 209
Kerhonkson
(845) 626-4747 
KerhonksonTaylorRental.com

• Moving
• Painting
• Decorating
and everything you 
need for a great 
backyard party!
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Dear Wally: Have you ever noticed how it is said, 
“people never change” and its (sic) also said “people 
change”? Well, which is it? 
-KG

Dear KG: Ten minutes ago, I had a clarifying, saga-
cious, binary answer for you so that you could get on with 

your life using some indelible 
roadmap of immutable human 
behavioral predictability. But, 
of course, 5 minutes after that, I 
changed my mind about it. So, 
there’s your answer, I sup-
pose. People change (and maybe 
that’s because sometimes things 
and often circumstances, and 
always time change).

Well, that was easy …
Let’s just acknowledge that 

those generalizing declarations 
are mostly wisps of entropic steam 
escaping from the relief valves of 
pressurized hope or desperation 
when balancing someone else’s 
behavior against one’s own ex-
pectations. But, ya know, got to be 

careful because steam can burn almost twice as danger-
ously as boiling water.

You might see behavior consistently acceptable over 
time that never changes (Awwww, my lug of a husband 
brought me flowers this and every Valentine’s Day. How 
sweet!). And you may see rote, automated, uncreative 
behavior that is nothing if not consistent (Awwww, my 

husband brought me flowers this and every Valentine’s 
Day.  It’s like I’m on autopay …).   People never change, 
but that can also be ok. Or it cannot be ok …

Conversely, that same husband may have an existential 
crisis and decide that he needs to stop bringing flowers 
after years of statically doing it. Or he could start bringing 
flowers after 25 years of being flower free, something you 
could have never predicted. People change, but that can 
also be ok. Or it cannot be ok …

The answer you seek is conditional, alas.
You know I’m never short of a hackneyed, puke-wor-

thy cliche, so here is today’s platitude: change is the only 
constant. 
Here is another truth.  Some people change and some 
people ARE changed. Things can come along (in fact, 
things WILL come along including death itself) and we 
humans will be impacted. This is, essentially, the human 
condition. Some of us will remain painfully or blissfully in 
situ. Some will slew towards change like Buicks on black 
ice.

If you have the intellectual capacity to consider the 
capacity for change, and possibly therapeutic kid gloves 
upon your shoulder, and the motivation to take action, 
there is hope for positive change. You may pick up an 
idea or suggestion, examine it, set it back down and walk 
away or you may use it for change. You need some basic 
computational brain power for that, but almost everyone 
has it in their noggin somewhere.

Negative change will always be the regrettable green 
Jello option at the overcrowded buffet table of life. Peo-
ple attend addiction programs, for example, because 
they seek change from behaviors that are damaging to 
themselves and others. Addiction specialist now say the 

sobriety success rate of AA is 8-12% (up from a bleaker 
and generally accepted 3-5% rate) (A NYT article states 
the success rate is closer to 75%.). So, through this intense 
and often painful lens of humanity, change does hap-
pen. And through the cold lens of statistics, change also 
does not happen.

People gain perspective as they age and ail and try to 
do things that mean more to them (including staying 
alive). To quote the little known philosopher, but great 
guitar player (John Mayer) “Turn 68, you’ll renegotiate …” 

Certainly, we might make different choices, hopefully 
better choices, if we were involved with someone whose 
behavior we could predict many years out. But that’s the 
nimble gimbal gamble with ourselves and others. For that 
predictability, you’ll need to be in a relationship with a 
Chevy with studded snow tires.

I think that seemingly contradictory truisms can simul-
taneously co-exist and also influence one another. People 
with the awareness and desire can change things they 
want to change, and they can also not change the things 
that serve them well. Just as some people can’t.   

Sigh.
Have I mumbo-Jumbo’d you enough yet, KG? Good!
Me: People change under THERE
You: Under WHERE?
Me: (hee hee) I got you to say underwear!*
You: What, are you, like, 15?
Me: I was. But … I changed.
-Wally

*an example of something that changes (hopefully)!    

Ch cha cha change

Dear 
Wally

Wally Nichols

Rondout’s Music Education 
Program receives national 
recognition

For the sixth year in a row, the Rondout Valley Central 
School District (RVCSD) has been honored with a “Best 
Communities for Music Education” designation from the 
NAMM Foundation for its outstanding commitment to 
music education. This is the seventh time that Rondout 
has been awarded this distinction. The Best Communities 
for Music Education designation is awarded to school 
districts across the United States that demonstrate special 
achievement in efforts to provide music access and edu-
cation to all students. It highlights student involvement, 
rigor of instruction, professionalism of the music faculty 
and overall community engagement. To qualify, RVCSD  
answered detailed questions about funding, graduation 
requirements, music class participation, instruction time, 
facilities and support for the music programs. Responses 
were verified with school officials and reviewed by the 
Music Research Institute at the University of Kansas.

“I would like to thank the community for its continued 
support, which is invaluable to our efforts to offer an out-

standing music program to our students,” said Rondout 
Valley High School Band Director and Music Department 
Liaison Randolph Loder. “Music education has a lifelong 
impact on students, and a successful arts program can 
truly change lives.” For more information, visit rondout.
k12.ny.us or call 945-687-2400.

Kaitlyn Marie Cardis 
awarded The Donald L. 
Schoonmaker scholarship

The Donald L. Schoonmaker 
Scholarship Fund (DLSSF) offers 
scholarships in memory of Donald L. 
Schoonmaker, known by many locals 
as the owner of Valley Gardens, Inc. 
in Accord. The DLSSF scholarships 
are renewable (to age 26) with grade 
averages of B or better. This year's 
scholarship for a $1,000 was awarded 
to Kaitlyn Marie Cardis, daughter of 
Stacy and Ronald Cardis, Jr. She graduates this month 
from Kingston High School and plans to attend SUNY 
Ulster in the fall.

Cardis impressed the DLSSF committee with her strong 
work ethic, having worked 25-30 hours a week while still 
attending high school. “It’s my goal to support myself 
through college, as I am responsible and dedicated to 
my education,” said Cardis. “Having this scholarship 
would drastically reduce my tuition for the year and make 
college much more affordable to me." Cardis motivation 
to be self-supportive would have impressed Donald 
L. Schoonmaker, himself, as he had to leave college to 
take over his family's business, when his father, Gross B. 
Schoonmaker, became unable to work. Schoonmaker was 
committed throughout his life to self-learning and read-
ing about so many topics (agriculture, history, politics, 
geography, cartography and science) and always wished 
he could have finished college. For this reason, the DLSSF 
was founded in his memory.

"Since I was about three years old, I have always loved 
growing and caring for my own plants,” said Cardis in 
her scholarship application. “My parents made me my 
own garden in the backyard where I was responsible 
for tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, various flowers and 
several varieties of lettuce." Cardis also explained how 
she had created an "orphanage" for plants, as she brings 
dying plants home from the supermarket where she 
works and nurses them back to health. "I believe they 
deserve a second chance to live!" Clearly she has caught 
Don Schoonmaker's love of watching and aiding plants 

grow and thrive. Additionally, she worked for two years 
at Adams Fairacre Farms in Kingston. She has experi-
ence volunteering at Sunrays Stables, teaching riding to 
children and helping with chores. She had a paid position 
with Steady Reign Stables which gave her experience with 
horses, chickens, goats and alpacas. 

Cardis is also an accomplished, professional musician. 
She has taught flute to middle school children and profes-
sionally she "covered flute, piccolo, alto saxophone and 
clarinet parts" for nine shows of the musical "Hello Dolly" 
at the Woodstock Playhouse. She hopes to work there 
again when they have openings.

When asked who she admires, living or dead, and she 
said she was inspired by Marie Curie because, amidst 
traditional roles expected of women in the late 18th cen-
tury, she managed to execute "groundbreaking research 
on radium and polonium, and was the first person, man 
or woman to ever win two Nobel Prizes in Physics and 
Chemistry." Curie was also “the first woman in France 
to earn a doctorate and the first-ever female Professor of 
General Physics in the Faculty of Sciences."

In closing her application, Cardis offered her favorite 
Curie quote, "Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to 
be understood. Now is the time to understand more, so 
that we may fear less." “This is just as relevant now as it 
was over one-hundred years ago,” said Cardis. “Science 
is an ever-changing field, and Marie Curie paved the way 
as both a role model and inspiration for future female 
scientists."

Cardis hopes to pursue a career in conservation biology 
with a focus on endangered species and the preservation 
of them, from lab or field she does not know, but knows 
she wants to make a difference and leave the world a 
better place for all.

Preorder for St. Peter’s 
Church Chicken Barbecue

St. Peter’s Church at 1017 Keator Ave., Rosendale is 
planning a long overdue chicken barbeque open to all 
on Sunday, June 30, starting at 4 p.m. until sold out. For 
$15 for preorders and $18 walk-ins, receive a quarter of 
a chicken, potato, vegetable, side, bread and butter, bever-
age and cookie to go. If eating inside, a salad bar, lots of 
desserts, fellowship and much more will be added to the 
event while celebrating St. Peter’s Day! Preorder by calling 
the Rectory at 845-658-3117 and let them know how 
many to reserve.

Kudos

Rondout Valley High School Band Director and Music 
Department Liaison Randolph Loder directs the 
Rondout Valley High School Concert Band at a concert 
held in December

Cardis
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Factory Reset Mode
Venus in Gemini squares Saturn in Pisces on June 8. 

Love-work conflicts abound. Mars enters Taurus on June 9, 
squares Pluto in Aquarius on June 11. Mercury in Gemini 
squares Saturn on June 12, conjunct the sun on June 14. 
Tension, schism, electric charge. Venus and Mercury enter 
Cancer on June 17, followed by the Sun on June 20, the 
solstice. Full moon in fierce Capricorn on June 21. Saturn 

goes retrograde on June 29 putting 
commitments on review. 

 
ARIES March 21-April 19

Everything is alive, gestat-
ing, reaching, decaying. Even 
death moves mountains, powers 
engines, starts wars and finishes 
them. A rebirth is waiting for you 
on the other side of whatever you 
won’t let die. You’re suspended 
on one foot in the middle of a dark 
room. Yield to gravity. Let your-
self fall. Self-awareness isn’t your 
problem; it is lack of action which 
binds you. Denial, abandonment, 
failure or trust. The choice is 

yours. Return to the world. Speak your truth softly, and let 
the universe do the rest.

 TAURUS April 20-May 20
While simplicity can help us do hard things, there is just 

no getting around the complexities of your situation. Old 
patterns not only refuse to serve you here, but predictive 
programming is nothing but salt to this ever-widening 
wound. If the outcome was a more healed version of who 
you already are, what would you do? Manipulation may 
have been a fail-save for you many times, but the stars see 
all and motives matter more than usual. You’re an alche-
mist, Taurus, but you can’t change the Laws of Nature. 
Work with, rather than against. 

 GEMINI May 21-June 20:
All eyes on you, king. Beneficence is upon you as some-

thing comes completely full circle, meeting its fateful end. 
Relish the victory, the revelry and the soft-launch into this 
next era of your life. Now is the time to go full clean-slate, 
beginner's mind, fool’s errand, blind faith. Trust that you 
can take risks without much to lose. It’s a great time to 
travel, soaking up the grace as it continues to flow your 
way. Over-explaining isn’t necessary because there’s not 
much more to say. The cycle speaks for itself.  Charms 
abound, luck may look a lot like a trick. Let it.

 CANCER June 21-July 22
Feelings aren’t facts, true. They are guideposts. Points 

on a map of your soul as it traverses through time and 
circumstance. The universe asks you to dig. Follow your 
emotions down to their root. True acceptance is veiled 
gratitude. There is wisdom in the reality of your situation. 
Pain is a door to prosperity. Reconnect with your intuition 
and practice self-trust. Addressing your vulnerability head 
on will lead to a deeper connection with yourself. Do 
some internal house cleaning before making any brash 
decisions.  As within, so without. 

 LEO July 23-August 22
Carl Jung says it well: “Until you make the unconscious 

conscious, it will direct your life and you will call it fate.” 
It’s time for you to settle the score with your shadow. 
You’ve lost faith in the plan because you refuse to see 
the role you’ve been playing in the impossible parts of 
your life. You can run, you can hide, but the good news is 
that you don’t have to. Rigorous honesty, Leo. Get pen to 
paper. A list of fears could serve you well right now. Burn 
them under the full moon. Take a lone walk through the 
woods. Let out a good howl while you’re at it. 

 VIRGO August 23-September 22
 You’ve been playing it safe and small. Your handiwork 

is pristine and your reliability is stronger than ever. Risks, 
however, are part of our nature. We were built to endure 
them. Your hard work has paid off, it always does, but 
something in the air is urging you to try things a different 
way. Failure is nothing but an opportunity to try again. 
Pool your resources, get out of ego and go big. Completely 
let go of judgment. The devil is indeed in the details mak-
ing now an excellent time to zoom out. The only true way 
to know what the future holds is to live it. 

 LIBRA September 23-October 22
Many ancient cultures deemed sacrifices to be the 

instrumental keystone of progress and protection. When 
things are not as they should be, it’s often the result of 
clinging. To a thing, a place, a thought, a way of life, a mo-
ment in time. A great transition is afoot and fighting it will 
only lead to extreme frustration. Tension is born out of 
lack of alignment. You’re being asked to make an adjust-
ment and might get hurt in the process, but trust that it’s 
for your greatest good. After all, we make our own misery, 
the universe didn’t do it.  
SCORPIO October 23-November 21

You’re in a position to make profound changes, sweet 
Scorpio. Radical self-love is the theme of your June. Abso-
lutely nothing can stand in the way between you and the 
hardest parts of your heart right now. The mood is tender, 
humid, roomy. Everything has the chance to soften. Let 
go of this impulse to defend and escape. Lay the weapon 
all the way down. This gnawing sense that you don’t de-

serve growth has ruled your life for far too long. You want 
to love you and the deepest parts of your timeless soul 
already knows how. Retire to the rose garden. Let your 
hair down. Swoon yourself. 

 SAGITTARIUS November 22-December 21 
Your great expansion has arrived. Workshop your 

dreams, fantasies and visions. No idea is a bad one. You’ve 
been struggling with compare-and-despair, and the source 
of this lies at not allowing yourself to play with how far your 
ambition can take you. Life is long and there is an abun-
dance of time to explore your many talents and interests. 
Visuals could be helpful right now, so get out your scissors 
and a stack of old magazines. If it makes your heart sing, 
toss it into the opportunity pile. The window is open. Jump!

 CAPRICORN December 22-January 19
Warmth and light. Compassion out of the woodwork. 

The things you focus on right now are magnified. People 
feel safe and encouraged in your presence. You’ve been 
shown you can trust your intuition and now you can relax. 
If you feel especially nurturing, lean into this. Your words 
and actions go a long way in the lives of others right now. 
Be cautious in your advice-giving and remember that 
even a broken clock is right two times a day. Let life be a 
little less serious, and when a full moon lights up the sky 
in your sign on the eve of the summer solstice, bask in it. 

 AQUARIUS January 20-February 18
Your hands have been bound behind your back, and 

you’ve feared that your big secret will be exposed. That it 
was you who tied the knot. That it is only you who can de-
clare your freedom. If intentions pave the road to destiny, 
yours have been a bit murky. Martyrdom is not helpful. 
Other people’s happiness is not more important than 
your own. Deep, lasting changes are yours for the taking 
now that you’ve made room for real blessings to come 
online. Put yourself first without shame. Don’t attempt to 
control the outcome. Be present. Be here now.

 PISCES February 19-March 20
 You’re a master at holding two opposing thoughts at 

the same time. You exude safety, yet crave danger. You 
seek hope, yet play with doom. You dream with eyes 
open. Pisces, it is time for you to make some choices. 
Lean on your support system these next few weeks. The 
right decision usually doesn’t involve secrets and lies. Do 
the thing that enables you to be totally honest, especially 
with yourself. Remember, one way or another, way deep 
down, we are always getting what we want. Cease fighting 
anything or anyone and trust that you are being moved in 
the direction you’re meant to go.    

Your 
Zodiac

Haleigh  
Holt

After 35 years in business, my father recently closed his 
store. It was a heck of a run. Now in his 70s, it’s strange 
to think that he opened shop when he was 39, just a little 
younger than I am now. That’s nearly all of my lifetime, 

and almost half of his. 
I have no recollection of living 

with my dad. He and my mother 
split up just as I was reaching that 
peculiar age of awareness when 
memories begin to stick. After 
he moved to Philadelphia, I saw 
him two or three times a year on 
school breaks. Perhaps because 
our visits were few and far be-
tween, my memories of my dad 
are sharp, bright and uncluttered. 
The backdrop for some of those 
mental recordings are in places 
like The Liberty Bell Center and 
Independence Hall. The rest are at 
the store.

Having stepped away from 
his role as a full-time parent, my 
dad instead poured his energy 

into nurturing and growing his new creation. He hired 
an artist to paint the interior of his first shop on fourth 
street like the night sky, with cases and walls of green faux 
marble. Its next location was bigger and even bolder than 
the first. But its third and final version on Philly’s famed 

South Street was its finest incarnation: three themed 
rooms arranged end-to-end like train cars. Its tin ceilings 
were painted like a partly cloudy sky, the exception being 
the middle room, where patrons shifted from day to night. 
All three were muraled to imitate the ruins of some long 
forgotten structure, complete with real tree branches to 
make the space look overgrown.

There was a mural of an explorer in a hot air balloon, 
and a 6-foot-tall gateway with a view of a cliff-top castle. 
The tunnel-like stairway leading down to the basement 
stockroom had no door. A peek down the steps revealed 
a guardian dragon surrounded by the bones of custom-
ers who ignored the “No Entry” sign. All of this dramatic 
detail framed an extensive collection of gems, minerals, 

fossils and jewelry for sale. My father also sold an eclectic 
array of home decorations, such as figurines of Egyptian 
gods and goddesses and reproductions of cathedral 
gargoyles.

The store was as much a museum and work of art as it 
was a gift shop. Although I loved our jaunts through South 
Philly, I often enjoyed just sitting in the store. I hadn’t 
then been to Disneyland, but would often question if it 
could possibly be better than my dad’s shop. “Probably 
not,” I thought. My obvious bias aside, I’m confident I was 
right. 

I adore my father, but he can sometimes be difficult. We 
have different outlooks on life, and very different opinions 
of the world and the people in it. But the shop was all sun-
shine. It’s as though it were a manifestation of the best, 
most creative part of himself: the piece that still looks at 
the world with a childlike fascination in spite of all the 
times it has let him down.

Much of my aesthetic taste was influenced by my time 
at the store. It is where my love of crystals and fossils be-
gan. It is also where I developed an affection for all things 
whimsical. I’m glad my father is finally closing. He’s been 
at this for decades and deserves a rest. And yet, I’m deeply 
saddened by the loss of a place that informed so much of 
who I am. It is inextricably intertwined with my child-
hood, with the small part of my upbringing that my dad 
had a hand in, and even with our relationship. My father 
put all of himself into that store. To lose it is to lose a bit of 
him, too. I wonder who we will be without it.    

All good things

A Sense 
of Place
Jodi LaMarco

The dragon guarding the stock room at Jodi’s father's 
store. Mural by Brian Garber. Photo by Jodi LaMarco
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Ruins, with love and sorrow

I try to be evenhanded in my affections, but I do have 
a favorite bird. Living in the woods means that I mostly 
keep track of them by sound, only catching glimpses now 
and then. Some live closer to human habitations than 
others; catbirds, robins will nest in thick shrubs around 
the yard. Hummingbirds will come to the sugar-water 
feeder. I dare not put out my seed feeder past March, 

bears will get it, so I rarely see the 
chickadees, goldfinches, titmice 
and others who gather round in 
the wintertime; but I occasionally 
hear them in the woods, along 
with other familiar voices: the 
throaty call of a red-tailed hawk 
soaring overhead, the sarcastic 
cawing of crows, the slow "chew 
chew chew" of a cardinal, the 
Carolina wren's perky "Jupiter 
Jupiter Jupiter" (at least it sounds 
like that to me), the phoebe's 
scratchy "FEE BEE,” the knife-
sharp screech of the blue jay. 

So, my favorite? The wood 
thrush. His song (I believe it's 

always the male) consists of three long, liquid-clear, 
fluting notes followed, if you listen closely, by a rattly little 
chuckle. You hear it in the early morning, you hear it es-
pecially in the evening, echoing hauntingly in the stillness 
as darkness gathers. There's a questioning quality to it, as 
if the bird were searching for an answer. That song has an 
irresistible mystery for me, probably in part because I've 
never actually seen a wood thrush. They're the opposite 
of flashy, just plain brown with a light, black-spotted 
breast; and they seem to keep to the woods. They could 
be phantom bird-spirits. Maybe people used to think so, 
sometime.

When I first hear a woodthrush in spring, always by 

June, I feel something in my world click into place. This 
year that moment came around the end of April, early, I 
thought. Then one day in May I realized that their call was 
missing. Weeks went by with no woodthrush, something 
I never remember happening before where I live. So I 
consulted veteran birder Steve Chorvas, who coordinates 
the Ashokan/Mohonk Christmas Bird Count annually. 
Chorvas had this to say: "Late April through early May 
is the typical time period when wood thrushes arrive at 
this latitude and are migrating through. By the middle of 
May, the migration is waning and most should be on their 
breeding territory. Your description of events strongly 
suggests that your wood thrushes arrived in your area 
at their typical time, but continued on to other destina-
tions. Your habitat may be less-than-ideal for breeding, 
attracting a breeding pair some years, but not every year. 
When the population is doing well, younger males often 
must choose secondary breeding sites ... at other times, 
there is more available prime habitat than there are 

males seeking a breeding territory, so secondary habitat 
is ignored." Hmmm – could it be that my woods are mere 
"secondary habitat"?  

"Wood thrush is also a species that exhibits tenden-
cies of site fidelity," Chorvas continued, "returning to 
the same nesting area where they successfully bred the 
previous year.  You might have a breeding pair for many 
years, until the cycle is broken when both adults perish 
during migration or on their wintering grounds, and the 
site fidelity factor is gone ... you may also have compe-
tition from surrounding habitat that is somewhat more 
desirable, so 'your' wood thrushes may be singing and 
setting up breeding territory nearby, but out of earshot of 
your location."

Huh. I decided to see if that were true, so one evening 
around six I drove a mile and a half to the VernooyKill 
trailhead, stopping and listening a few times on the way. 
Nope, nothing. I parked at the trailhead and walked a 
ways up the path toward the falls. I did hear a veery, 
another elusive creature, which has a call that reminds 
me of a downward spiral. I heard a towhee reminding 
me to "Drink your TEEHEEHEE!" But woodthrushes? My 
straining ear caught none.

I felt sad. Maybe they are not doing well? "We don't 
know all of the reasons any given bird does what it does, 
or all of the variables that come into play with something 
like choosing a breeding site," Chorvas said wisely. But I 
drove home a bit dejected. My world had a missing piece.

But ... a half hour later, what did I hear coming from 
the wooded hill in back of the house? My beloved friend. 
As if to comfort me, a wood thrush called into the dusk, 
solitary, like a prayer.

I'll let Henry David Thoreau, another wood thrush fan, 
say it for me: "Whenever a man hears it he is young, and 
Nature is in her spring; wherever he hears it, it is a new 
world and a free country, and the gates of heaven are not 
shut against him.”    

Woodthrush, spirit of the evening

Wild 
Things

Ann Belmont

Wood thrush in the Audubon field guide.

I have long enjoyed a romance with ruins. As a child, I 
would always commandeer the window seat in cars and 
buses (most often buses, as there was no family car until I 
grew up and bought one). I would peer out, hoping to see 
some abandoned mansion, even an ordinary neglected 
"haunted house." The empty-socketed windows beck-
oned; a sagging door, off its hinges invited me inside to 
explore.  

I hoped to find treasure and I did – a first edition of 
a classic book, only slightly waterlogged. When I lived 
in a Victorian estate area, there were “white elephant” 
chateaux that lined the lakefront, and it was possible to 

enter by swimming under the 
boathouse. I loved that. 

For me, the sign "NO TRES-
PASSING" has often been an 
invitation. It might as well have 
read "WELCOME."

I never broke in, but I sure 
could slither over warped window 
frames, squeeze through partially 
barricaded doors and even on one 
memorable occasion, descend 
into a long-forgotten mausoleum. 
Enormous black flies inched their 
way along the cracks of several 
marble sarcophagus. 

I do connect my attraction to ru-
ins with my love of history, for of-
ten one is the gateway to the other. 
A few years ago, I explored ancient 
ruins in Uzbekistan, but more of-

ten I have remained local, where the ruins are fairly recent 
and far more poignant if not absolutely alarming. There 
is on my road, a crumbling mansion where a famous 
musician lived out his failing days; too weak to attend to 
things, both he and his home became … ruins. On a local 
mountain, there stand remains of an old hotel; the day I 
visited, a deer walked out the main entrance. And around 
the corner from my home, on Main Street, there are the 
remains of a one-room stone schoolhouse, Schoolhouse # 
5 with a four-story green-paper covered construction ris-
ing from its stone foundation. This ruin is very alarming, 
as we try to save its older sister Schoolhouse #3 on North 
Marbletown Road. 

Recently, I revisited an abandoned farmhouse nearby, 
where long ago, as a teenaged and very untalented ac-
tress, I was cast to play the survivor of a nuclear  blast. The 
film was set in what was then the future – 2000 A.D. but 
it is now the past. It was a ruin then, and the cast of this 

indie apocalyptic horror (in all ways) film actually inhab-
ited the ruined farmhouse; our accommodations being as 
awful as the movie. We slept, or tried to, on stained bare 
mattresses on the abraded wide board floors. Strategical-
ly-placed pots caught most of the drizzles but long ago, 
heavy rains had caused the roof to partially cave in ... The 
movie, when I signed on, was titled "Sisters 2000 A.D."; it 
was ultimately released as "The Degenerates." Don't ask. 
The director, who was a ruin himself, with a human bite 
mark on his cheek, has become posthumously trendy. 

Nostalgia drove me back to find this old farmhouse 
and it is still there, and having been so deteriorated long 
ago, it could hardly rot further. But when I stepped across 
the soft floorboards with their ominous give and touched 
the wall of what had been my bedroom, I thought for a 
moment, it was intact but gasped when I realized only the 
wallpaper was left standing. The architectural equivalent 
of a snakeskin. 

The ruin that fascinates me now is the listing house and 
half-barn of what had been a very beautiful and fecund 
farm in Stone Ridge. The Van Aken place. A few years 
ago, the solid old stone house burned, only two years 
after its last and most well-loved owner/occupant died at 
age 100. That occupant was the famous  "Elsa" Mary Elsa 
Wilber, who had been born and lived well for a century 
in the house. For decades I had visited Elsa, enjoying her 
hearty laughs and generous nature: She was always bak-
ing and preserving, and in winter, young lambs frolicked 
at her feet. Elsa walked after them, rags under her shoes 
to mop up the lamb pee as they squirted. This was more 
charming than it sounds, and one didn’t want to consid-
er the fate of the sweet lambs as Easter neared … Today, 
Elsa’s relatives recall classic Christmas dinners, served on 

her groaning board kitchen table, beside a roaring wood 
stove (which may in fact have been a factor in the final 
conflagration.)  I adored Elsa, her lambs, cherry pies, her 
flavorful plum and peach jams. What is preserved now are 
these memories but today, I gaze at her ruined home, and 
the half-barn beside it with sorrow and pray somehow, 
someone will restore it. Ruins may be romantic, but we 
don't want any more.    

 
Laura Shaine Cunningham is the author of the mem-
oirs “Sleeping Arrangements” and “A Place in the Country.”

Fri, June 21 at 6pm 
Bevier House Museum

2682 Route 209, Kingston
Light food, beverages & dessert will be served.

Costumes encouraged but not required.
$60/person. For more info & tickets: 
UlsterCountyHS.org, 845-377-1040 

Ulster County Historical Society 
presents

Mystery at the 
Starlight Ballroom

 A Fundraiser to Die For!
Hosted by Murder Cafe, murdercafe.netHosted by Murder Cafe, murdercafe.net

Living 
our 

History
Laura Shaine 
Cunningham

 The old barn at the Van Aken farm in Stone Ridge



Page 20, June 7, 2024 , BlueStone Press

‘All that breathes,’ Movies with Spirit 
screening in Stone Ridge Nadeem 
Shehzad looks at a kite bird that he and 
his brother, Mohammad Saud, care for in 
their makeshift basement bird hospi-
tal. Their inspiring story is captured in 
the immersive documentary, “All that 
Breathes,” to be screened at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 15 at Vivekananda Retreat, 
101 Leggett Road, Stone Ridge, as part 
of the Movies with Spirit community film 
series. The screening will be followed by 
a facilitated discussion. Refreshments 
will be served. Attendees over age 12 are 
asked to contribute $10 a person.

The monthly Movies with Spirit series, 
organized by Gerry Harrington of Kings-
ton, seeks to stimulate people’s sense of 
joy and wonder, inspire love and compas-
sion, evoke a deepened understanding of 
people’s integral connection with others 
and with life itself and support individual 
cultures, faith paths and beliefs while 
simultaneously transcending them. The 
films are screened in diverse places of 
worship and reverence at 7 p.m., general-
ly on the third Saturday of every month. 
Movies with Spirit has no religious 
affiliation and is supported by Stewart’s 
Shops and endorsed by the Kingston 
Interfaith Council, Dutchess County In-
terfaith Council and Mid-Hudson Islamic 
Association. For more information, call 
Harrington at 845-389-9021, email 
gerryharrington@mindspring.com or 
visit tinyurl.com/MoviesWithSpiritFace-
bookPage.

Building a hardy grapes backyard 
vineyard with Winemaker J. Stephen 
Casscles This introductory class, 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Saturday, June 8 at Hortus 
Arboretum & Botanical Gardens, 76 Mill 
Road, Stone Ridge will instruct students 
on how to establish and maintain a back-
yard vineyard. Topics covered include 
identifying suitable land or modifying 
the backyard to grow grapes, how to 
plant and lay out a backyard vineyard, 
selecting suitable grape varieties, trel-
lising and training options, how to prune 
vines and how to maintain a vineyard 
to produce a bountiful crop of fruit for 
wine, juice or fresh consumption. Cost of 
the class is $25/pp or $40/couple. For 
more information and registration, visit 
hortusgardens.org.

LISTINGS
Marbletown Seniors meetings and trips

Open to all those over 55, whether living 
in Marbletown or not, the Seniors hold 
their meetings at the Marbletown Com-
munity Center, 3564 Main St., across 
from Key Bank in Stone Ridge, at noon 
(a lunch meeting) on the first Friday, 
June 7 (bring a dish to share or drop $3 
in the basket on the food table), and at 
1 p.m. (for dessert) on the third Friday, 
June 21 (bring a dessert to share or drop 

$1 in the basket on the dessert table), 
each month. For more information, call 
Donna Lamerson at 845-750-8616. All 
Marbletown Seniors trips leave from and 
return to Marbletown Reformed Church, 
3750 Route 209, Stone Ridge, across 
from the Stone Ridge Post Office. For 
more information and reservations on 
their next expedition, call Sharon Letus 
at 845-687-9162.

SUNY Ulster Financial Aid workshops; 
get hands-on help filing the new  
FAFSA To help students and parents file 
their 2024-2025 FAFSA, SUNY Ulster 
is offering virtual financial aid work-
shops to be held via Zoom. During the 
workshops, a SUNY Ulster Financial Aid 
Counselor will walk participants through 
the entire process. Virtual Workshops via 
Zoom will be held, 2-3 p.m. Fridays, June 
7 and July 12. For the workshop, stu-
dents and parents will need their 2022 
tax returns and create an FSA ID at 
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-ac-
count/launch before attending. Registra-
tion is required at sunyulster.edu/visit. 

For more information, contact the Finan-
cial Aid Office at 845-687-5058 or email 
financialaid@sunyulster.edu. 

Open Mic and SongClub with Choral 
Director Debbie Lan perform monthly 
The Muse, Hive for the Arts, at 1 Made-
line Lane, Rosendale presents its Open 
Mic series beginning 7:30-9 p.m. Friday, 
June 7 with sign up at 6:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is $10. Open to singers, musicians, 
poets, comedians, magicians, sing-
er-songwriters and performance artists. 
Each person gets ten minutes; singers 
get two songs. Open Mic is ongoing on 
the first Friday of each month. The Muse 
will host SongClub with Debbie Lan, 
5-6:30 p.m. each second Sunday, June 9 
and in Ellenville, at MISU (Music Institute 
of Sullivan and Ulster County), 40 Mar-
ket St., 5-6:30 p.m. on the last Saturday 
of each month, June 29. Admission to 
SongClub is $10. SongClub is a drop-in 

singing event that builds community 
through singing original arrangements 
of familiar songs in a safe and welcom-
ing environment. All voices and levels 
are welcome; no experience is neces-
sary. The audience is the choir!  For more 
on MISU, visit misucatskills.org. For song 
selections and further information, visit 
facebook.com/songclubwithdebbielan. 

American Red Cross blood drive 
tomorrow at the Marbletown Com-
munity Center Do something amazing 
this spring – give blood! Make a blood 
donation, 8 a.m.-noon Saturday, June 8, 
at the Marbletown Community Center, 
3564 Main St., Stone Ridge. To make an 
appointment and for more information, 
visit redcross.org.

Open house, workshops and commu-
nity dinners at the Redwing Blackbird 
Theater Join the community at the 
Redwing Blackbird Theater, 413 Main St., 
Rosendale for open puppet workshops 
ending with Miso Soup, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. Fridays and the second Friday 
of each month (June 14), be part of the 
community potluck dinner and movie 6-8 
p.m., and their regular open house, 4-6 
p.m. Saturdays. The museum is open for 
tours and short puppet shows. The group 
is always looking for people to join for 
shows, parades and marches. For more 
information, visit redwingblackbirdthe-
ater.com or call 510-316-0105.

Little Ones Learning Center  
happenings A free early literacy pro-
gram, Little Ones Learning Center is 
located at Rochester Reformed Church, 
5142 Route 209, Accord. Story Times 
are 10 a.m.-noon and 3-5 p.m. Wednes-
days and 10 a.m.-noon on Saturdays. The 
program, which includes stories, crafts, 
socialization and free time to explore 
many early learning activities is geared 
toward children 0-6, but all are welcome. 
Parents/caregivers are required to stay 
with children. For more information, call 

845-750-4112 or email LOLC12404@
gmail.com. 

Events at the Kiva, at MaMA The Kiva 
is located behind Marbletown Multi-Arts, 
MaMA, at 3588 Main St., Stone Ridge. 

Ongoing weekly programs include Vanav-
er Caravan dance classes for ages 4-9 on 
Tuesdays; Meditation, a movement and 
conversation group led by Wes Ostertag, 
7 p.m. Tuesdays; Music Together, 9:30 
a.m. Tuesdays and 3:30 p.m. Fridays; Taiji 
& Qigong with Bobbi Esmark, 10-11 a.m. 
QiGong, $20/class, Seed of Taiji, 11:15-
11:45 a.m., $10/class, both on Thursdays, 
and Qigong, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Saturdays, 
$20/class; 5Rhythms, led by Michael 
Griffith, Certified 5RTA, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursdays; Kiva Dance with Jayne Mielo 
and Lori Lynn Meader, 11 a.m. Saturdays; 
and Sunday Gathering via Zoom, 10:30 
a.m. Sundays. For more information, visit 
cometomama.org or call 845-853-5154. 

Pokémon Club Trade, play and learn in 
the Pokémon Club, 11 a.m. alternating 
Saturdays, June 8 and 22, at the Rosen-
dale Library, 264 Main. St., Rosendale. 
For more information and registration, 
visit rosendalelibrary.org or call 845-
658-9013.

Roaming the Ridge, pastel paintings by 
High Falls artist Marlene Wiedenbaum 
PSA-MP Pastel paintings by Marlene 
Wiedenbaum PSA_MP of High Falls are 
on display at Mohonk Preserve Visitor 
Center Gallery, 3197 Route 44/55 Gar-
diner through Sunday, June 9. A portion 
of the proceeds from sales will benefit 
Mohonk Preserve. For more information, 
visit mohonkpreserve.org/artshow/.

Sunday sitting meditation at Sky Lake 
Open to all with meditation instruc-
tion available, Sunday sitting is held, 
10 a.m.-noon each Sunday, at Sky Lake 
Meditation Center, 22 Hillcrest Lane, 
Rosendale. The program includes alter-
nating periods of sitting and walking 
meditation, outdoors and indoors. Come 
for the whole time or any part of the ses-
sion. For more information, visit skylake.
shambhala.org or call 845-658-8556.

Enjoy the season’s bounty at the 
Rosendale Farmers Market The Rosen-
dale Farmers Market returns for its 16th 
season in Willow Kiln Park, behind the 
Rosendale Theatre, at 408 Main St. 
Come shop the harvest of locally grown 
and handmade goods. The Farmers Mar-
ket is held weekly 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sundays 
and runs from Memorial Day weekend 
through October (*except Rosedale 
Street Fest weekend), presenting live 
local musicians weekly, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
The Market accepts SNAP transactions. 
There is no charge for admission and 
plenty of free parking. For more infor-
mation, email rfmnyteam@gmail.com or 
visit the Rosendale Farmers Market on 
Facebook or at rosendalefarmersmarket-
ny.com.

‘Origins, the artwork of Edward M. 
O'Hara’ The Wired Gallery kicks off its 
12th exhibition year with “Origins, the 
artwork of Edward M. O'Hara,” at the gal-
lery, 11 Mohonk Road, High Falls. This solo 
exhibition will run through Sunday, June 
9, showcasing O'Hara's mesmerizing 
paintings and drawings that explore the 
essence of eternity through abstraction 
and meticulous layering. Gallery hours 
are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
For more information, visit thewiredgal-
lery.com or call 682-564-5613.

Garden Conservancy Open Days pro-
gram This program annually celebrates 
the country’s most exciting, creative and 
innovative private gardens. Open Days 
is made up of a nationwide community 
of gardeners and garden enthusiasts 
teaching and inspiring each other and 
the public. From expert to novice, there 
is no better way to improve as a garden-
er than by experiencing a diverse range 
of gardens, and gardening traditions, 
firsthand. See the program locally, 11 a.m. 
Sunday, June 9, at Hortus Arboretum & 
Botanical Gardens, 76 Mill Road, Stone 
Ridge. For more information, visit the 
calendar at hortusgardens.org.

Second Sunday Supper The Rond-
out Valley United Methodist Church 
will host its Second Sunday Supper at 2 
p.m. Sunday, June 9, at the church, 25 
Schoonmaker Lane, off Route 209, Stone 
Ridge. All are invited to meet and greet 
other members of the community, dine 
together and enjoy one another’s compa-
ny. Second Sunday Suppers are free 
and held on the second Sunday of every 

See More events, page 21

Based on the beloved book, this play 
tells the story of a world-weary and 
disenchanted Aviator whose sputter-
ing plane strands him in the Sahara 
Desert. A mysterious, regal “little 
man” appears and asks him, “Please, 
sir, draw me a sheep.” During their 
two weeks together in the desert, the 
Little Prince tells the Aviator about his 
adventures through the galaxy, how 
he met the Lamplighter, the Business-
man and the Geographer and about 
his strained relationship with a very 
special flower on his own tiny planet. 
The Little Prince talks to everyone he 
meets, a garden of roses, the Snake 
and a Fox who wishes to be tamed. 
From each he gains a unique insight 
which he shares with the Aviator. “It 
is only with the heart that one can see 

rightly.” What is essential is invisible to 
the eye. At length, both the “little man” 
and the Aviator must go home, each 
with a new understanding of how to 
laugh, cry and love again.

Directed by Ann Citron and cho-
reographed by Livia Vanaver, the cast 
includes Andy Teirstein, Finn De-
Witt, Lydia Pidlusky, Gina Kraut and 
Cleo Gebert. The live theatre will be 
presented, 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
June 6-9; 2 p.m. Saturday, June 8; and 
noon Sunday, June 9, at the Rosen-
dale Theatre, 408 Main St., Rosendale. 
Tickets are $20 general admission, $18 
members, and $12 for kids, age 12 and 
under. For more information, call 845-
658-8989, visit rosendaletheatre.org or 
email ann@rosendaletheatre.org.

Live Theatre, ‘The 
Little Prince’

The cast of “The Little Prince,” Andy Teirstein, Finn DeWitt, Cleo Gebert, 
Gina Kraut and Lydia Pidlusky

Open Everyday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

High Falls Flea Market at 
Grady Park

Sundays, weather 
permitting 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

www.canalmuseum.org/events

D&H Canal 
Museum & 

Mid-Hudson 
Visitor Center

1315 MAin Street, 
High Falls

845-687-2000

Editor’s note: Due to space limitations, 
not all the submitted calendar items get 
printed. We get hundreds of entries each 
issue, especially in the busiest event seasons. 
We encourage BSP readers and event hosts 
to use our free calendar listing service on 
the BSP website at www.bluestonepress.net. 
Print advertising is also available as a sure 
way of promoting your events and support-
ing this community newspaper. 
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month (except July and August). Sunday 
worship at RVUMC is in person at 10 a.m. 
or online anytime at rvumc.org. For more 
information, call 845-687-9061. Need 
prayer? Call Pastor Caroline at 845-687-
9090.

Conversational French Every second 
and fourth Monday of each month, June 
10 and 24, from 4-5 p.m., enjoy con-
versational French, at the Rosendale 
Library, 264 Main. St., Rosendale. For 
more information and registration, visit 
rosendalelibrary.org or call 845-658-
9013.

Preschool art, story time and music 
time at the Rosendale Library Mondays 
at 2 p.m. is preschool art; Wednesdays 
at 10 a.m. is story time, and Fridays 
at 10:30 a.m. is music time; all at the 
Rosendale Library, 264 Main St., Rosen-
dale. For more information, visit rosen-
dalelibrary.org or call 845-658-9013.

Writers’ group with Cathy Arra Two 
separate writers’ groups meet 4-6:30 
p.m. on alternate Mondays at the Stone 
Ridge Library in the activity room, 3700 
Main St., Stone Ridge, with a maximum 
of 10 participants in each group. The 
program is designed for those who are 
actively writing and publishing work 
and who want to participate in a struc-
tured, critical feedback process. Cathy 
Arra, a poet, writer and former teacher 
of English and writing in the Rondout 
Valley School District, facilitates the 
groups. The next meetings for are June 
17 for Group 1 and for Group 2 on June 10 
and 24. For more information and to join 
the group, email carra22@aol.com.

Weekly work-parties and more at Clove 
Valley Community Farm of High Falls 
Join community organizer Aileah Kva-
shay and friends, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays 
for the open work-party and community 
lunch and 4-7 p.m. each Thursday for 
open-farm work party, food sharing and 
co-creative fun, plus community dinner 
afterwards, at Clove Valley Community 
Farm (park to the left of the barn), at 81 
Clove Valley Road, High Falls. Whether 
working the gardens, shopping at the 
farm stand, preparing for the farm-to-
table dinner, or enjoying the beauty of 
nature, be a part of the magic. Work-
trade for farm fresh produce. For more 
information, visit clovevalleycommunity-
farm.org.

Federated Church of Kerhonkson Thrift 
Shop The thrift shop at the church, 
35-42nd St., Kerhonkson, is open every 
Tuesday, 9 a.m.-noon. The shop is also 
open for its bag sale, held 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on the last Saturday of the month, (June 
29). Donations are accepted and appre-
ciated. All sales and donations support 
the church. For more information, call 
Susan Pomerantz at 845-626-5028, 
visit chuchofkerhonkson.org or call the 
church at 845-626-8160.

Rosendale Seniors meetings and trip 
to Niagara Falls The Town of Rosendale 
Seniors meetings are held at the Rosen-
dale Recreation Center, 1055 Route 32, 
Rosendale, twice a month, excluding 
November and December, at 1 p.m. every 
second Wednesday, (June 12, the ice 
cream social) and the following Wednes-
day, (June 19) will be an executive board 
meeting at 10:30 a.m. followed by a busi-
ness meeting with guests Ed Sheehan, 
running for Senate and Heart and Soul 
Rosendale, building stronger community 
action and interaction throughout Ulster 
County, at 1 p.m. The Seniors will sponsor 
a trip to Niagara Falls on Monday, Sept. 2 
to Friday, Sept. 6. Senior trips are open 
to all ages. For more information, call 
Chickie Sterritt at 845-658-9020. 

Rondout Valley Lions Club New mem-
bers, men and women of all ages, are 
encouraged to join the Rondout Valley 
Lions Club, serving the towns of Marble-
town, Rochester, Rosendale and Wawars-
ing. The Lions meet at 5 p.m. on the 
second Wednesday (June 12), at Soyuziv-
ka Heritage Center, 216 Foordmore Road, 
Kerhonkson and at noon on the fourth 
Wednesday of every month (June 26), 
in the conference room of the Rondout 
Municipal Center, 1925 Lucas Turn-
pike, Cottekill. For more information on 
being included in the club’s next meet-
ing, contact Bill Brooks, president, at 
wbrooks1110@gmail.com or Dan Gagnon, 
treasurer, at daniel@gagnoncpa.com. 

See More events, page 22

Spillway Band will be the musical guest at the Bloomington Fire Department Food 
Truck Fiesta playing an electric mix of rock, country, oldies, blues and originals

The Food Truck Fiesta, 5-9 p.m. Tues-
day, June 18, at the Bloomington Fire 
Department, 14 Taylor St., Bloomington 
will feature music by the Spillway Band, 

car cruise-in, 50/50 raffle, plus beer and 
wine available. For more information, 
visit the Bloomington Fire Department on 
Facebook or call 845-338-2794.

Bloomington Fire Department Food Truck 
Fiesta with music by the Spillway Band

Yeaple Cabin, linocut by printmaker and family historian Beverly Bennett

‘In the Shadow of Mohonk, a collection of 
Yeaple Family art and heirlooms,’ at UCHS

The Ulster County Historical Society 
(UCHS), 2682 Route 209 in Marbletown 
opens its season on Saturday, June 8 with 
an opening reception at 2 p.m. of a new 
exhibition of artwork, artifacts, memo-
rabilia, photographs, wood block prints 
and encaustics by printmaker and family 
historian Beverly Bennett. “In the Shad-
ow of Mohonk, a collection of the Yeaple 
Family art and heirlooms” tells the story 
of the long history of the Yeaple family 
in Ulster County, of which Bennett is an 
eighth-generation member. Just prior to 
the outbreak of the American Revolution, 
Philip Hendricks Yaple left Germany for 
Pennsylvania before settling in Marble-
town, Ulster County. His son, John Adam 
Yaple, built a log cabin on a forested plot 
of land on the Shawangunk Ridge.  The 
structure still stands in the Mohonk Pre-
serve, and is, perhaps, the oldest log cabin 
in New York State. 

In addition to Bennett’s exhibition, 
UCHS will also feature “Gifts to the Soci-
ety,” a display of some of the more unique, 

curious and puzzling objects in the soci-
ety’s collection including delicately carved 
scrimshaw, J.F. Marriot’s mysterious 
surgeon’s trunk, and intricately decorated 
magic lantern slides. This show will offer 
visitors an encounter with never-before 
displayed artifacts and the opportunity to 
participate in solving some of the mys-
teries that surround them. Also available 
for viewing will be the reconstructed 
18th century manor house kitchen and the 
antique tool room.

Established in 1859, Ulster County 
Historical Society is the oldest historical 
society in New York State. Throughout 
the history of UCHS, the society’s primary 
responsibility has been to act as a curator 
and collector of significant Ulster County 
artifacts, documents, oral histories and 
cultural items. The UCHS is open, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, June 8-Oct. 
27. Admission is $15; $10 for seniors and 
students; and free to UCHS members. For 
more information, visit ulstercountyhs.org 
or call 845-377-1040.

Bewildering art by 
Biewald at Wired 
Gallery of High Falls

Wired Gallery opens its next exhibition, 
Renaissance Recipes, the art of Amelia 
Biewald with an artist reception, 5-7 
p.m. Saturday, June 15, at the gallery, 11 
Mohonk Road, High Falls. Biewald, also 
based in High Falls, presents provocative 
paintings and installations that blend 
playfulness with seduction, showcasing 
her meticulous craft. Her works delve into 
Renaissance eating culture, offering a 
tantalizing glimpse into historical feasts. 
Gallery hours are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. For more information, visit 
thewiredgallery.com or call 682-564-5613.

Amelia Biewald in her studio in High Falls

‘Beans’ screening 
with live drum  
performance and 
after film  
discussion

This Canadian film explores the 1990 
Oka Crisis through the eyes of a preteen 
Mohawk girl nicknamed Beans. Directed 
by Mohawk-Canadian filmmaker Trac-
ey Deer, “Beans” will be shown, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 12 at the Rosendale 
Theatre, 408 Main St., Rosendale and fea-
ture a pre-film drumming and song by the 
Cloud Breakers and Red Feather Singers 
of the Association of Native Americans of 
the Mid-Hudson Valley (ANA). A post-film 
discussion will be led by noted indigenous 
scholar Evan Pritchard. Tickets are $10/$6 
members. For more information, visit 
rosendaletheatre.org or call 845-658-8989.

June 9  
deadline for entries 
for Fallforart.org 
Juried Art Show

The Call for Entry for local artists for the 
Fallforart.org Juried Art Show, Sale and 
Community fundraiser sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of Ulster County will 
be online through Sunday, June 9. Lo-
cal artists may submit landscapes of art 
representing ceramics, fiber, glass, jewelry, 
mixed-media, painting, photography, pot-
tery. Benefiting artists, the Federation and 
Human Service organizations, Fallforart.
org will celebrate its 28th year online in 
this show, 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 9-5 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 15. Artists receive 70% of sales 
and the Federation, 30%.

For more information and entry regis-
tration, visit fallforart.org or email info@
fallforart.org. 

Refer a business
Advertise
in the BSP receive A free year of BSP!
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The Stone Ridge Library Saunterers 
Join Stone Ridge Library Programs 
Manager Sarah Robertson with friends 
and neighbors in the community, as they 
take weekly walks along local trails. 
Each second and fourth Thursday, noon-1 
p.m., the group will walk on the O&W 
and Wallkill Valley Rail Trails. This social 
group is a talking and walking group with 
the motto, “We are only as fast as our 
slowest walker.” Meet new people and 
get in some steps while conversing. No 
pets please. All walks are weather per-
mitting with no registration necessary; 
just show up. The group meets next on 
Thursdays, June 13 and 27. As with any 
exercise program, check with the doctor 
first before starting. For more informa-
tion, visit stoneridgelibrary.org or call 
845-687-7023.

Rosendale Recreation Commission’s 
Zumba classes with Dr. Shellie Frad-
din The Town of Rosendale Recreation 
Commission has Zumba classes led by 
Dr. Shellie Fraddin, 1-2 p.m. Thursdays, 
at the Rosendale Recreation Center, 
1055 Route 32, Rosendale. Fraddin is a 
health coach and dance teacher, known 
throughout the area for her innova-
tive “Zumba Gold” classes. At 84, she 
continues to inspire older adults to age 
with joy, passion and purpose. Classes 
are free to Rosendale residents, with 
a $2 fee for nonresidents. For more 
information, call the Recreation Office at 
845-658-8198.

Local Quilters Guild meeting The 
Wiltwyck Quilters Guild comes together 
to share their work, learn a new skill and 
meet new friends. The next meeting of 
the Guild will be held, 10-11 a.m. Saturday, 
June 15, at Grace Community Church 160 
Seremma Ct., Lake Katrine. Members 
are always wanted and welcome. For 
more information, visit wiltwyckquilters.
org and/or contact Guild Secretary Mary 
Tyler of Rosendale at marycodytyler@
yahoo.com. 

Tree identification class on Father’s 
Day in Stone Ridge Join instructor 
Levi O' Brien in exploring the world of 
tree identification, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, 
Father’s Day, June 16, at Hortus Arbore-
tum & Botanical Gardens, 76 Mill Road, 
Stone Ridge. Learn the skills for iden-
tifying both native and non-native tree 
species and the topics of wood, horticul-
ture, ecology, propagation, physiology, 
history and much more. For registration, 
cost and more information, visit hortus-
gardens.org.

All-ages Chess Hour at the Rosendale 
Library Every first and third Monday, 
(June 17 and July 1), 4-5 p.m., enjoy 
playing chess, all ages, all levels, at the 
Rosendale Library, 264 Main St., Rosen-
dale. For more information, call 845-
658-9013 or visit rosendalelibrary.org.

French conversation with Claudine 
Brenner A native French speaker, born 
in Paris and raised in Europe, Claudine 
Brenner chose Stone Ridge as her place 
to retire following a 30-year govern-
ment career abroad. Culture, medicine, 
travels and anything/everything culinary 
are favorite subjects that she would 
love to share and exchange with others, 
speaking in French. The program she 
is offering is held, 1-2 p.m. on the third 
Tuesday of each month, with the next 
conversation hour on Tuesday, June 18, 
in the activity room, at the Stone Ridge 
Library, 3700 Main St., Stone Ridge. For 
more information, visit stoneridgelibrary.
org or call 845-687-7023.

Death Café group discussion via Zoom, 
free & open to all Circle of Friends for 
the Dying’s Death Café is a discussion 
group rather than a grief support or 
counselling session; it is free and open to 
everyone. Death Cafés are held on day 18 
of each month, with the next discussion, 
7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 18, via Zoom, 
hosted by Jo Scari, discussing differ-
ent types of losses, death, relationship, 
empty nest, environmental, retirement, 
job loss, move, illness, loss of function 
or identity. For more information, visit 
cfdhv.org.

Artist Millicent Young

S E ND U S  A news
tip

www.bluestonepress.net

Editor’s note: Is there something we missed? 
It is on bluestonepress.net as part of our 
online calendar. 

Sariayah Idan, jazz and folk trained, hip-hop educated and influenced by both Latinx/
Caribbean sounds and her Jewish roots, will perform, 5:30 p.m. Sunday, June 9, at 
the Rail Trail Café

Art & music in the woods with Sarivah 
and more, at the Rail Trail Café 

There is a natural backdrop and canopy 
of trees, a small sound system, a few 
lights and open ears and hearts at the 
Rail Trail Café, 310 River Road Extension, 
Rosendale. Upcoming performances and 
events include Sariayah Idan, jazz and folk 
trained, hip-hop educated, and influ-
enced by both Latinx/Caribbean sounds 
and her Jewish roots, 5:30 p.m. Sunday, 
June 9; Madeleine Grace, 5:30 p.m. Friday, 
June 14; Gisela Stromeyer, Different per-
formers presenting their unique interpre-
tation of a poem from her book, “Just like 
that,” poems paintings and practices, at 5 

p.m. and Levanta with Ev Mann, Thomas 
Workman, Gabriel Dresdale and Timothy 
Hill, at 6:45 p.m. Saturday, June 15; Spirit 
Brothers with Ned Leavitt, Steve Gorn, 
Joseph Jastrab and Avinash, at 11:30 a.m. 
and singer, multi-instrumentalist Kate 
Prascher, at 1:30 p.m.; and Stone Moun-
tain Farm Sound Collective, 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, June 21. A basket is passed at all 
events, and $10 or pay-what-you-can is 
suggested. For more information, visit 
railtrailcaferosendale.com or call 845-389-
7714. 

‘Paper & Paint,’ an 
exhibit by Cottekill 
artist Lily Bednarz

“This show grew from a pile of paper 
two years in the making,” said Cottekill 
artist Lily Bednarz of her “Paper & Paint” 
exhibition, on display through Friday, June 
28, at the Stone Ridge Library, 3700 Main 
St., Stone Ridge. Drawn to color schemes 
and thick brush strokes, Bednarz has cre-
ated works dense with textures and filled 
to the very corners. The subject of each 
piece was decided before the collage was 
made and pieced together with the end 
result in mind.

Always creating art for as long as she can 
remember, Bednarz is currently pursuing 
a fine arts degree in the early college pro-
gram, at SUNY Ulster. For more informa-
tion, call 845-687-7023 or visit stonerid-
gelibrary.org. 

Drawn to color schemes and thick brush 
strokes, Cottekill artist, Lily Bednarz has 
created works dense with textures and 
filled to the very corners

An afternoon jazz jam, potluck dinner will be held, 4-8 p.m. Sunday, June 9, to pay 
tribute and remember a good friend, Eric Goldberg, who died in December of last 
year

Jazz Soup sessions plus the Eric 
Goldberg Memorial Jam at Lydia’s Café 

Lydia’s Café’s Jazz Soup, tasty jazz and 
soups featuring seafood gumbo, 7-10 
p.m. Saturdays plus a special memorial 
jam for Eric Goldberg, at the café, 7 Old 
US Route 209, Stone Ridge. An afternoon 
jazz jam, potluck dinner will be held, 4-8 
p.m. Sunday, June 9 to pay tribute and 
remember a good friend, Eric Goldberg, 
who died in December of last year. Bring 
an instrument, lawn chairs, blankets, etc. 
Backline provided. The Jazz Soup ses-
sions include, the Magnatone Brothers 
featuring Joel Harrison on guitar; Mark 
Dziuba, guitar; Jay Anderson, bass and 
Jeff Siegel, on drums, June 15; the John 
Menegon Quartet “Sound Embrace,” with 
Menegon, bass and compositions; Jeff 

Lederer, saxophone; Dave Lopato, piano; 
and Harvey Sorgen, drums, June 22; and 
the Matt Finck Trio with Finck on guitar, 
Adam Cote, bass and Bram Kincheloe, 
drums, June 29. There will be two soups 
(one of which is their signature seafood 
gumbo), a build-your-own salad, home-
made desserts and an occasional surprise, 
all on a self-serve basis. The patio will be 
open for quiet conversation and the music 
will be indoors. The musical format is 
mainly jazz, with an occasional Latin, R&B 
or dance band thrown in to keep everyone 
confused. No reservations, no cover. There 
is a suggested donation of $20. For more 
information, visit lydias-café.com or call 
845-687-6373.

Kripplebush-
Lyonsville Fire 
Company Sub Nites

Enjoy great sub sandwiches at the 
Kripplebush-Lyonsville Fire Company, at 
the intersection of County Route 2 at 519 
Pine Bush Road in Stone Ridge, just 1 mile 
north of Route 209. Ham, turkey, roast 
beef or mixed meat, mixed veggie, chick-
en parm, meatball, tuna and of course 
Philly cheese subs are made to order on a 
12-inch roll with choice of toppings and 
served with a bag of chips and a drink 
(assorted cans of soda, iced tea or bottled 
water). Take a sub home or eat one in the 
dining room at the firehouse. Sub Nites 
are held 4-7 p.m. (with call-ins at 3:30 
p.m.) on the second Friday of each month, 
March-November (this month on June 
14), for a suggested donation of $10. For 
more information or to place an order, call 
845-687-9801.

Meet and greet  
with new  
superintendent, 
Dr. Paul Spadaro at 
Stone House Tavern 

Rondout Valley Education Foundation 
will host a meet and greet with the new su-
perintendent of schools, Dr. Paul Spadaro, 
4-7 p.m. Tuesday, June 18, at Stone House 
Tavern, 4802 Route 209, Accord with 
Happy Hour and silent auction, 4-5 p.m.; 
meet and greet with Spadaro at 5:15 p.m.; 
50/50 and raffle; and live music with the 
Rondout Valley High School Jazz Band.

For more information, visit rvefounda-
tion.org.
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to place an ad:
Rates are $15 for 15 days with $.25 for each additional 
word after 30 words and $30 for 30 days with $.25 for each 
additional word after 30 words.

Please place your classified ad any time at 
bluestonepress.net

Call the office Monday-Thursday 10-3 
(845-687-4480)

Send your e-mail to bluestonepress845@gmail.com

rates

online

phone 

email

YOUR
YARD SALE | FUNDRAISER | EVENT | SERVICE

>>>GUARANTEED VISIBILITY<<<

IN THE BLUESTONE CLASSIFIEDS
Visit bluestonepress.net to place your own ad 
or call 845-687-4480 to place it over the phone.

Join 
the BSP 
team!

Reporter wanted to cover the 
Town of Rosendale town meetings. 
2 in-person town meeting a month 
are required.

Email bluestonepress845 
@gmail.com with a letter
of interest.

Services Offered

Bell Excavation and Stonework
Experienced in all phases of 
excavation and installment of

bluestone for patios, walks, and walls. 
Beautify your home with the

experience and care of Charlie Bell.
All work insured and guaranteed. 

845-626-3542 or 845-389-3000

Mini Excavation
Reclaim / Development

Land Clearing / Site Preparation
Planting / Grading / Drainage

Demolition
Experience / Knowledge

“Let’s Dig It”
845-721-4741

Whittaker Welding
Steel & Cast Iron Repair

Fabrication
Modifications

Reinforcement
Hardfacing

407 Krumville Road
Olivebridge, NY 12461

845-657-6719

Help Wanted

Free Knife and Scissor 
Sharpening at Knife Museum
Wawarsing Historical Society and 

Knife Museum Free Knife and Scissor 
sharpening by Alex Hupalo

June 8th and 9th, 29th and 30th
July 20th and 21st August 3rd and 
4th, 17th and 18th 3 Irish Cape Rd. 
Napanoch. Any questions, Contact 

Aaron Pomerantz at 845-626-5028

Sales & Events

Work Outdoors This Season at 
Mohonk Preserve

Seasonal Facilities & Grounds Asst. 
Mohonk Preserve is seeking a

laborer with diverse maintenance skills 
incl. road/trail maintenance, carpentry, 
plumbing, grounds keeping, janitorial, 
basic HVAC, electrical, mechanical, 
painting, masonry skills or some

combination. Ability to use hand tools 
& operate tractors and landscaping 

equipment & perform strenuous work 
outdoors. Clean driver’s license, reliable 

& punctual. Computer & 
communication skills. May-Nov. (30-40 
hrs./week); starting wage: $17 -$19/hr.
Open until filled. EOE. Email letter of 

interest and work history to
creid@mohonkpreserve.org 

Position details: www.mohonk-
preserve.org/who-we-are/

jobs-fellowships-andinternships/

Items for Sale

Fishing eq & Tools
For sale in part Rods reels

lures etc 4 ton porta power,
come alongs & yale chain pull, biscuit 

joiner, transit level, masons
spackle & plumbing tools, clamps & 1 

mighty clamp, table saw,
pumps, parts storage, belt sander, air 

tools, high lift jack, outdoor
tools etc.

call evenings 845 332 4176

BSP classified ads!!!!
Place them on the NEW website  
bluestonepress.net OR call BSP at 845-687-4480 

Worth 
IT!

Get the BlueStone 
Press at home.

PAPER,
DIGITAL...
or both!

BlueStonePress.net

Visit BlueStonePress.net
and check out the different
ways you can support your 
hometown newspaper. 
Be in the know, 
local-style. 

Support
Local
Journalism...
    

 ...and get yourself a killer BlueStone Press hat.

Promote your 
seasonal yard 

sale in the BSP!
Your ad will appear in 

print and on the  
BSP website. 

Call the office or place it 
yourself on the BSP website.

845-687-4480  
or bluestonepress.net

Promote your 
seasonal yard 

sale in the BSP!
Your ad will appear in 

print and on the  
BSP website. 

Call the office or place it 
yourself on the BSP website.

845-687-4480  
or bluestonepress.net



Matthew Flamhaft 845-687-9735 
www.visitvortex.com/Matthew_Flamhaft

Custom Showers  •  Ceramic & Stone Tile
Stone Veneers  •  Full Bath Build-Outs  •  Insured

Call THE MAD HATTER
CHIMNEY SWEEP  CO. 

INC

 Wood, Coal, Gas 
 & Oil Flues 
 Expertly Cleaned
 Caps, Dampers 
 Installed
 Masonry 
 Repairs & Water 
 Sealing
 Pre-Fab Chimney 
 Specialist
 Stainless Steel 
 Relining 
 Specialist

Flynn O’ConnorFlynn O’Connor
845-687-4745845-687-4745
SPRING CLEANING 

SPECIAL
APRIL/MAY/JUNE

MEMBER
NATIONAL
CHIMNEY

SWEEP
GUILD

212 Fair Street
Kingston, NY 12401
P: (845) 331-3600
F: (845) 334-9465

www.gagnoncpa.com

Licensed Master Plumber #136 • Fully Insured
riceplumbingandheating@gmail.com • riceplumbingandheating.com

Emergency Well Pump Service
Plumbing Repairs & Installation

Water Filtration Systems
Radiant Heat Flooring

Oil & Gas Heating Systems-Installation & Service
Septic & Drain Field Installation/Sump Pump Installation

Medenbach, Eggers & Carr
CIVIL ENGINEERING AND
LAND SURVEY ING  PC

4305 US Highway 209 • Stone Ridge, NY 12484
PHONE (845) 687-0047 • FAX (845) 687-4783

info@mecels.com • www.mecels.com

Creating thoughtful, livable spaces.

Wayne W. St. Hill, DDS, MAGD
S t o n e  R i D G e  D e n t i S t R y

Stone Ridge Dentistry
3642 Main Street
Stone Ridge, ny 12484
(845) 687-0600

845.687.9161
4303 US Route 209 | Stone Ridge, New York 12484

jameslymanreynolds.com

James Lyman Reynolds
a r c h i t e c t

All Motor CArs
ltD

sales &
service
845.658.8015

www.allmotorcarsltd.netpre owneD subArus

Stone Ridge Insurance
Serving All of Your Insurance Needs

Donald J. Giamei, Agent
donaldgiamei@hotmail.com

Michele Aversano, Licensed Associate
michelesri@outlook.com

PO Box 341, 3669 Main Street, Stone Ridge
Phone 845-687-2828  |  Fax 845-687-2829
stoneridgeinsurance.net  |  Like us on

All Types of  Roofing 
Fully Insured

Snow Plowing
Fall & Spring Cleanup 

Landscaping
Property Management 

Mowing & Trimming
Storm Cleanup

Landscape Staging 
(Real Estate)

And More

Anthony Hilmi
845-853-9113 • Accord, NY
anthony@curbappeallandscapingny.com

High Falls 
Lawn 
Care

845-705-1933
Fully insured  |   free est imates

servicing Marbletown, New Paltz, & Rosendale

You need us. we’ll be there!

YOUR LOCAL COUNTRY STORE SINCE 1952

OPEN DAILY | 845.657.2338 | TETTASMARKET.COM

HAVE
YOU VISITED 

BSP
ONLINE YET?
BlueStonePress.net
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