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PARKER COUNTY

Personal fireworks 
banned for now 
Due to drought,  
officials expect 
governor to extend 
emergency  
declaration
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Individuals wishing to 
make some noise celebrating 
America’s independence this 
year will likely have to find a 
way other than fireworks this 
year.

Of course, there are still 
the city fireworks displays that 
will take place in Hudson Oaks 
and Weatherford. But if, as 
Parker County Fire Marshal 
and Emergency Management 
Coordinator Sean Hughes pre-
dicts, Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott extends an emergency 
declaration, individuals will 
not be allowed to discharge 
fireworks anywhere in the 
county.

“Parker County is dryer 
than other counties around us, 
including Palo Pinto (where, at 
the time of this article, a large 
wildfire was still ablaze). We 
have every reason to believe 
the governor will extend this,” 
Hughes said.

Earlier this week Parker 
County Judge Pat Deen signed 
an emergency declaration of 
a local state of disaster due to 

drought. It cited that because 
of the imminent threat of indi-
viduals discharging fireworks 
into dry grass, trees and brush, 
the discharge of any fireworks 
within Parker County is pro-
hibited through midnight 
Thursday, June 30. However, a 
request has been sent to Abbott 
to extend the declaration and 
prohibition through July 5.

The release also noted that 
at the time of the declaration 
100 percent of the county is 
listed as abnormally dry, and 
66.85 percent is additionally 
classified as in severe drought. 
Also, the Keetch-Byram 
Drought Index (KBDI), main-
tained by Texas A&M Agrilife 
Research and Texas A&M 
Forest Service - an index that 
is used to determine fire poten-
tial - indicated a KBDI of 590 
for Parker County as of this 
past Monday.*

PROFESSIONAL FIREWORKS SHOWS
Boomin’ 4th
Boomin’ 4th is the largest 
fireworks show in Parker 
County. It’s held each year 
on July 4 at Hudson Oaks 
City Hall. It is one of several 
signature events put on the the City of Hudson Oaks.
The annual event is an all-afternoon celebration at Gene 
Voyles Park (210 Hudson Oaks Drive) beginning at 5 p.m., 
and features a kids zone, food court, and live music provid-
ed by Midnight River Choir, Bobby Irwin, and Sophia Kuentz 
in addition to the fireworks show, which will be choreo-
graphed to music.
For more information, visit https://events.hudsonoaks.com/
boomin-4th.

Spark in the Park
Spark in the Park is anoth-
er large fireworks show 
that can be seen for miles 
around Weatherford. Several 
food and beverage vendors 
will be on hand.
Beginning at 6 p.m. at Heritage Park (317 Santa Fe Drive 
in Weatherford) and the amphitheater at 378 Jack Borden 
Way, the music lineup will be anchored by San Antonio 
country music star Mike Ryan. The opening act will be Micky 
& the Motorcars.
The Spark in the Park fireworks show will also be choreo-
graphed to music.
For more information, visit https://www.experienceweather-
ford.com/events/2022/sparkinthepark2022.
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