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THE WEEK IN 
WALTON

What We Are Talking 
About at the County Hub

SPRING PRIMARY APRIL I
Hand in Buzz Saw—Hurt 

in Binghamton Runaway—
Trout Season Opens April 

Fifth—Other Notes.

John D. Smith of Walton an-
nounced his candidacy for the 
Republican nomination for sheriff 
this week. Mr. Smith is county di-
rector of the Dairymen’s League 
and has a wide acquaintance 
throughout the county.

The Camp company of Walton 
have rented the feed mill back of 
the Miner-Edgar store at Rock 
Rift. This building was built for 
a feed mill but was never used as 
such. It stands close to the siding 
and is well suited for a feed mill. 
The mill will be opened April 1.

Delaware county maple sugar 
and syrup have a reputation as 
high as that of the Vermont prod-
uct of which one hears so often. 
A. J. Courtney this week shipped 
to Charles E. Hughes, secretary of 
state, and Henry C. Wallace, sec-
retary of agriculture, five pounds 
each of maple sugar made by J. 
A. Robinson of Walton. The ship-
ments were made on orders from 
Congressman John D. Clarke, 
who also secured some o.f the 
Walton sweets for his personal 
use.

When the immediate need of 
a residence for a pastor at Rock 
Rift was foreseen the property be-
longing to Woodrow Wagner was 
much talked of but it was thought 
it could not be bought. When 
the building committee realized 
on investigation the high cost of 
a new building they decided to 
make an effort to buy this valu-
able property. It was successful. 
With some alterations the house 
will make a very pleasant manse. 
It is planned to go on with these 
immediately. Its proximity to the 
church makes it a desirable loca-
tion for ,a manse. The lot, which 
contains about one-third of an 
acre, has a barn which has been 
used as a garage, also some fruit. 
It is a good substantial house with 
six rooms and a hall.—Rock Rift 
correspondent-

Michael Murphy, about 60 
years old, a stone cutter of Wal-
ton, suffered a possible fracture 
of the skull and severe lacerations 
about his head and body when a 
horse attached to a light sulky he 
was driving on Front street, Bing-
hamton, ran away and threw him 
to the pavement shortly before 3 
o’clock last Thursday afternoon. 
The horse became frightened on 
Front street a short distance north 
of Main street and ran wildly 
along the street. The right-hand 
wheel of the sulky crashed into 
the rear mudguard of a parked 
automobile and Murphy was 
thrown with considerable force 
to the pavement, striking on his 
head. The horse broke loose from 
the sulky and continued north on 
Front street.—Binghamton Press.

Paul Finch, who lives on the 
Beerston road, had his left hand 
badly cut and mutilated on a buzz 
saw shortly before noon Monday. 
Mr. Finch with his hired man, W. 
Leigh, and Charles Neff, a neigh-
bor, had been buzzing wood on 
the hill. A pole had been shoved 
through too far and in trying to 
pull it back Mr. Finch’s hand 
slipped and came in contact with 
the saw. The index and middle 
fingers were badly mutilated, two 
bones being severed, and the cord 
to the thumb was also cut. Dr. C. 
S. Gould, the physician, found it 
necessary to place Mr. Finch un-
der an anesthetic, which was done 
with the aid of Dr. W. R. Glad-
stone, and the injured hand was 
then dressed. It is hoped to save 
the two fingers most seriously in-

jured, although they may be crip-
pled as a result of the accident.

Local fishermen are looking for-
ward to the opening of the trout 
season on Saturday, April 5. The. 
streams are unusually low for this 
season and should the ensuing week 
be warm most of the snow wa-
ter will have passed off before the 
opening day, leaving the streams 
clear and in excellent condition. 
Owing to the dry weather of last 
summer many fishermen believe 
that the larger brooks will afford 
the best fishing this season. The 
Delaware Valley Fish and Game 
club stocked all the streams in this 
vicinity last summer. The approach 
of the fishing season has revived in-
terest in the club and a meeting has 
been called for Monday evening, 
Mar. 31, at 8 o’clock in the court 
room of Walton hall. At this time 
officers will be elected and plans 
discussed for the ensuing, year. All 
sportsmen are asked to attend.

The only contest in Delaware 
county for membership on the Re-
publican county committee at the 
spring primary next Tuesday, April 
1st, is in the first election district of 
Walton where there are four can-
didates for committee members to 
be voted on. The persons whose 
names have been placed on the bal-
lot by petition, two of whom will be 
elected, are H. M. Robinson, Miss 
Marjorie L. Shaw, Paul F. Taylor 
and Mrs. Helen Biedekapp. Mr. 
Taylor and Mrs. Biedekapp are the 
present committee members. The 
polls at the primary will be open 
from noon until 9 o’clock in the 
evening. In both the Democratic 
and Republican parties there will 
be chosen delegates and alternates 
to the national conventions and to 
the state conventions to be held in 
April to select delegates at large to 
the national convention. The Re-
publicans will also elect members 
of the county committee. The Dem-
ocratic committee members chosen 
last fall hold office for two years.

HELD FOR 
GRAND JURY

Delaware County Men 
Accused of Bootlegging.

Lewis Steinhardt of Fleis-
chmanns and Fred Sliter of Andes, 
charged with, illegal possession 
and transportation of liquor, were 
held under bail of $1,000 each by 
Deputy United States Commis-
sioner Arthur Seybolt of Oneonta 
last Thursday. They will be ar-
raigned at the April term of federal 
court at Albany.

Bail of $1,000 in each case 
was furnished by Steven Lokes of 
Fleischmanns. The case of Harold 
Sandell, the driver of the garage car 
which brought the men and the al-
leged liquor into Oneonta, was dis-
missed by Commissioner Seybolt, 
it appearing that the young man 
was innocent of any complicity in 
the alleged crime.

WALTON PEOPLE 
KEPT FROM 

DELHI SPECIAL
County Seaters Didn’t 
Want Neighbors to See 

Ball Team’s Defeat

The Delaware academy basket-
ball team of Delhi went down to de-
feat at the hands of the Elmira free 
academy five on the Norwich court 
Friday evening by a score of 36 to 
12.

“Beat Elmira” read a large 
streamer displayed last week across 
Delhi’s Main street. But evident-
ly the county seat team wanted an 
exclusive delegation to see Elmi-
ra’s expected humiliation as Walton 
residents were given distinctly to 
understand that their presence or 
support was not desired. 

Delhi rooters engaged a special 
train to take them to Norwich. This 
train stopped at Frasers, Delancey 
and Hamden, but telegraphic orders 
were sent from Delhi to the O. & 
W. officials that no tickets were to 
be sold at Walton and no one from 
Walton was to be permitted to take 
the train. A number of Delhi people 
had already invited friends or rela-

tives in Walton to accompany them 
and other Walton people had ex-
pected to go to Norwich on the spe-
cial and cheer for their county seat 
neighbors. All from Walton were 
obliged to stay at home.

The incident has occasioned con-
siderable unfavorable comment lo-
cally but most people take the view 
that the occurrence was an unfor-
tunate one for which only a small 
group in Delhi was responsible.

The order barring Walton people 
from the special was not learned 
until mid-afternoon Friday. The Ki-
wanis club of Walton at its weekly 
luncheon Friday noon adopted the 
following resolution relative to the 
refusal of the Delhi high school bas-
ketball team to play the Walton high 
school five:

“In view of the fact that the Ki-
wanis club of Walton has taken any 
and every method to promote and 
maintain a friendly feeling, a spirit 
of co-operation between the towns 
of Delhi and Walton, and feeling 
that all past animosities, social and 
sportsmanlike difficulties could and 
should be settled in a friendly and 
equitable manner and spirit and that 
it is the spirit of Kiwanis to promote 
mutual co-operation and good will 
in the communities and between 
the communities where clubs are 
located, and it being apparent that 
misunderstandings have arisen be-
tween the athletic organizations of 
Delaware academy of Delhi and 
Walton high school of Walton, 
which will tend to undo the spirit 
and work of co-operation manifest-
ed between the two Kiwanis clubs 
and which they have endeavored to 
foster.

“Now be it resolved, that it is the 
belief of the Walton Kiwanis club, 
laying aside all technicalities, that 
the spirit of true sportsmanship 
should be fostered and encouraged 
among the younger generation and 
we believe that the present misun-
derstanding tends to destroy the true 
spirit of sportsmanlike conduct, and 
we urge that the basketball teams 
representing the Delaware academy 
and Walton high school be permit-
ted to meet in sportsmanlike compe-
tition without prejudice, bitterness 
and unsportsmanlike conduct either 
on the part of players or outsiders to 
the end that the best team may win,

“Resolved further that a copy of 
these resolutions be forwarded to 
the Kiwanis club of Delhi and Dan-
iel Chase, director of athletics of the 
state education department of the 
state of New York.”

A defense of the action of Dela-
ware academy in refusing to meet 
the Walton “hi” five, published in 
the Delhi Express last week, was 
a mass of misstatements and in-
consistencies. Only one need be 
mentioned to show the trend of the 

whole article. This statement was 
as follows: “It might be noted that 
in two or three of the games played 
the Walton coach, Mr. Mace, refer-
eed the game. This procedure alone 
might have made it possible to ex-
clude Walton from the sectional 
contests of last year.” As a matter 
of fact Dr. Mace refereed only one 
game, that between Walton and 
Stamford at Stamford, when the 
Grand Gorge man secured to referee 
failed to appear and at the request of 
Stamford and over the protest of Dr. 
Mace he was urged to act as referee 
rather than hold up the game. This 
he finally consented to do.

ESCAPES THROUGH 
WINDOW

Beech Hill Farmer Loses 
House and Barn in Flames.

(From Shavertown correspon-
dent.)

The house and barn on the place 
on the Beech Hill road, about two 
miles from Shavertown, owned by 
Benson Eighmey were burned last 
Wednesday about midnight.

Mr. Eighmey, who lived alone, 
was awakened by a choking sen-
sation and; found the house on 
fire. He was unable to reach his 
clothes and had to get out through 
his bedroom window dressed only 
in his under clothes in which he 
had slept. He turned the stock out 
of the barn, which was separated 
from the house only by the width 
of the highway, but was unable to 
save the contents of either build-
ing. People at Shavertown saw 
the light and Roy Knapp and J. S. 
Gavett motored to locate the fire 
and found Mr. Eighmey sitting in 
an old cutter nearly frozen. There 
was an insurance of $1,000 on 
buildings and contents.

MEREDITH 
PASTOR RESIGNS
III Health Deads to Action 

of Rev. Otis A. Dike.

At the morning and evening ser-
vice at the Meredith Baptist church 
on Sunday, March 23rd, Wilfred 
W. Fry. a member of the board of 
trustees, read the resignation of 
the pastor, Rev. Otis A. Dike. Mr. 
Dike’s resignation was accept-
ed with deep regret by the church 
and congregation to take effect on 
April first. During the nearly , three 
years of their residence at Meredith 
Mr. and Mrs. Dike have endeared 
themselves to many hearts and 
homes in the community, and the 
infiuence of their life and. work 
there will long remain.

During Mr. Dike’s pastorate this 
century-old church has shown a re-
markable revival of interest and is a 
very active center of the, religious 
and social life of the community. 
Since Mr. Dike was taken ill in 
Feb-ruary, the pulpit and pastoral 
work have been cared for by the 
Rev. Charles A. Weed, who is tak-
ing post graduate work at Colgate 
university. Mr. Weed will continue 
to supply the pulpit.

GEORGE M. 
PALMER DIES
Prominent Cobleskill 
Man Passed Away at 
His Home Sunday.

Hon. George M. Palmer of Co-
bleskill, former assemblyman from 
Schoharie county, died at his home- 
in that village Sunday following an 
apoplectic stroke. He was 66 years 
of age.

For many years Mr. Palmer was 
an influential figure in Democratic 
politics. He represented the Scho-
harie district in the assembly from 
1897 to 1907, and from 1903 to the 
end of his service he was the mi-
nority leader. He was chairman of 
the state committee in 1915-16. In 
1910 he was the Democratic candi-
date for congressman in the twen-
ty-fourth congressional district 
comprising the counties of Otsego, 
Schoharie, Delaware and Ulster. 
Although the district was heavi-
ly Republican he was defeated by 
Hon. George W. Fairchild of Oneo-
nta by only 1,200 plurality.

Mr. Palmer was. the attorney 
for the Reporter company in the 
trial of the libel action brought by 
J. Duncan Lawrence, then Repub-
lican boss of Delaware county, 
which was held un Delhi in Febru-
ary, 1910, resulting in. a verdict of 
no cause of action. Mr. Palmer was 
long considered the leading attor-
ney of this section.

FORTUNE OF 
MILLION TO 

UNADILLA WOMAN
Mrs. So Mary McCracken 

Will Share in Division 
of Cousin’s Estate

Mrs. Mary McCracken of Un-
adilla is first cousin of the late 
William P. Cowan, late of Chica-
go, who left an estate estimated at 
$22,000,000 and who left no near 
relatives and whose fortune is to 
be divided among those who can 
establish relationship to him. It has 
been estimated that Mrs. McCrack-
en’s share will be about one million 
dollars.

Relative to the estate a recent 
dispatch from Corning says:

Mr. Cowan, head of a big. oil 
company in Illinois, died in 1918 
without a will and left this large 
estate which never has been dis-
posed of. He is said to have been a 
resident of this section in the early 
30s and left for the west in 1849. 
There are several relatives at Cor-
tland who have letters they claim 
will prove their relationship and 
which tell the story of how William 
Cowan went to California with 
only $5,000, started in the mining 
business and finally accumulated 
millions. It is expected all of these 
will lay claim to the estate. The 
trustees are B. O. Theim & Com-
pany, of Chicago.

Mrs. Ella Schonleber, Mrs. 
George B. Walsh and Benjamin 
Tupper of Corning, it is believed, 
are related distantly to Mr. Cow-
an, being third or fourth cousins, 
and whether they will share in 
the estate is yet to be determined. 
There are two first cousins, Bert 
Cowan, at Locke, and Mrs. Mary 
McCracken of Unadilla, who have 
been located. 

The late William C. Cowan, who 
died at Corning about nine years 
ago, was an adopted son of Nelson 
Cowan, who was a relative of W. 
P. Cowan, and Mrs. G. T. Wolcott, 
might be entitled to a part of the 
estate.

The estate is the largest left by 
any one person in many years and 
because there is no will, matters of 
settlement have been complicat-
ed. As Quickly as lineage of those 
claiming to be heirs can be ascer-
tained records of kinship will be 
sent to the trustees at Chicago and 
settlement fixed.

100 Years Ago From The Pages of The Walton Reporter - Saturday, March 29, 1924
TO LICENSE AUTO OPERATORS 
UNDER PROPOSED STATE-LAW

The assembly committee on 
motor vehicles introduced in the 
Legislature last Thursday its mea-
sure designed to provide for the 
state-Wide licensing of automobile 
operators and the creation in the 
state tax commission of a bureau 
of motor vehicles.

It is understood that Gov. Smith 
and the Democratic leaders of the 
Legislature are in agreement with 
the assembly Republicans for the 
passage of the bill, as this is one of 
the measures recommended by the 
governor.

The principal provisions of the 
measure are: State-wide licensing 
of all automobile operators; cre-
ation in the State Tax Commission 
of a Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
under a commissioner of motor’ 
vehicles, who is to appoint three 
deputies and as many inspectors 
as may be required; penalties for 
violations of the motor vehicle 
law may range from revocation of 
license to fine and imprisonment; 
elimination of village speed traps 
by providing that all fines in villag-
es in excess of $1 shall be paid to 
the state treasury; a uniform speed 
limit of twenty miles an hour in all 
villages, and designation of official 
headlight testing stations.

The operator’s license fee is to 
be $1, with annual renewal of 50 
cents. License fees, on all passen-
ger cars, are fixed at 50 cents per 
one hundred pounds up to 3,500 
pounds, and 25 cents extra for ev-
ery 100 pounds in. excess of 3,500. 
Electric passenger cars are to pay 

a flat rate of $10, and all light de-
livery trucks weighing under 1,800 
pounds, $12,

Accidents must be reported to 
the commissioner of motor vehi-
cles, who is to be the central au-
thority. The commissioner shall 
keep records of all accidents where 
persons are killed or injured, and it 
shall be compulsory for these re-
ports to be made by judges, police 
officials arid parties to the acci-
dent. Failure to report an accident 
will constitute a misdemeanor.

Operators’ and chauffeurs’ li-
censes may be revoked or sus-
pended by justices of the peace, 
city judges, supreme court judges, 
county judges or the commission-
er of motor vehicles. Operators’ 
license is not to be granted to any 
person less than eighteen years of 
age. License plates and operators’ 
and chauffeurs’ licenses are to be. 
issued by county clerks in all coun-
ties where there is not a branch of-
fice of the motor vehicle bureau. A 
fee of 25 cents is allowed for each 
set of plates or transfer and ten 
cents for operator’s or chauffeur’s 
license. Examination of operators 
and chauffeurs shall be conducted 
by the inspectors of the bureau.

The operators’ licensing provi-
sion is to become effective Oct. 
1 next, and the adjusted fees will 
be operative Jan. 1, next. Applica-
tion for operator’s license received 
before Oct. 1, 1924, shall not be 
compelled to take an examination; 
after that examination shall be at 
the discretion of the commissioner.
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Schools of Trout
Walton students participate in spring trout stocking

Reelin’ ‘em in 
Time-tested spincasting gear and tips

Catch vs. Release 

& More!
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Bryce Bracchy of Delhi fi shes the west branch of the Delaware River using a Phoebe lure.

Eggs per pound
of body weight
a female brown
trout produces

Years - age a
brown trout

can live

Mortality rate in
first year of life
in the wild for
brown trout

38-42 20900 95%

BY THE NUMBERS

Chromosomes
in brown trout

(humans have 23)

Source: wildtrout.org

American Legion Post 32, Wal-
ton, honored two Walton legion-
naires with longevity certifi cates 
signed by National Commander 
Daniel Seehafer, National Adju-
tant Daniel Wheeler, and Post 32 
Commander Len Rutherford at a 
March 19 meeting.

Melvin Woodin received a 
certifi cate honoring his 50-year 
continuous membership, and 
Donald Ogden received his cer-
tifi cate for 70 years of continuous 
membership.  

Rutherford noted that Ogden 
is only the second member of 

Post 32 to have reached the 70-
year milestone. Several members 
of the Ogden family attended 
the presentation and enjoyed a 
corned-beef and cabbage dinner 
prepared by the Post 32 Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary.

By Elizabeth DeFalco

DOWNSVILLE - Colchester 
council members authorized the 
purchase of a new police vehicle, 
hired a contractor for tree trim-
ming at Gregorytown Cemetery, 
and discussed project updates 
during their meeting Wednes-
day, March 20. 

Acting Police Chief Ernie Caw-
ley presented updated quotes for 
a new police vehicle from Chevy 
and Ford. 

“It’s not very exciting,” Cawley 
warned, “there was a huge in-
crease in the Ford.”

“Th ere’s a huge increase in ev-
erything,” Councilmember Janet 
Champlin said.  

In 2022, the base price for the 
Ford was $32,024 excluding the 

necessary outfi tting for a police 
vehicle. Today, the base price of 
the same vehicle is $44,500 based 
on state contract bid pricing, 
Cawley said, but will cost $51,500 
with requested additions, and 
does not include a console, com-
puter mount, partitions, an in-
side light bar, or police vehicle 
lettering. Cawley said he was 
quoted roughly $13,000 to com-
plete outfi tting the Ford vehicle. 

Th e Chevy vehicle’s base price 
is $49,800, Cawley said, and was 
given a rough estimate of $14,000 
to complete outfi tting the ve-
hicle. 

“So they’re about the same 
price to be road ready between 
the two,” Cawley said.

“Well, we need another car to 
go along with the police build-
ing,” Champlin said with a laugh. 

Cawley received authoriza-
tion to purchase either the Ford 
or Chevy vehicle, depending on 
which can be delivered fi rst, and 
complete the vehicle to be “road 
ready” at a cost not to exceed 
$65,000.

Also discussed:
• At the request of town em-

ployee Nate Homovich, council 
members hired Adam Shields 
for tree trimming services at the 
Gregorytown Cemetery, 2182 
River Road, Downsville. Th ere 
are fi ve large pine “problem 
trees” at the cemetery, Supervi-
sor Art Merrill said, and will pay 
Shields $500 to climb, rope off , 

By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Proposed changes to 
federal Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) 
standards could negatively im-
pact the already small budgets 
and number of volunteers for lo-
cal fi re departments, Delaware 
County Emergency Services Di-
rector and Fire Coordinator Steve 
Hood said during a Fire Advisory 
Board meeting March 20. 

OSHA’s fi re brigade standard 
has not been revised in 40 years, 
Hood said, “And now they’ve 
touched it. Th ey’ve beat it with a 
stick. Th is is bad, and everybody 
needs to make sure their fi re dis-
tricts are aware of this.”

Th e fi re brigade standard will 
be replaced in its entirety by a 
proposed emergency response 
standard if adopted, according to 
OSHA’s draft regulations.

Th e proposed changes will re-
quire departments to develop 
emergency response and risk 
management plans, develop 
and institute medical and physi-
cal fi tness requirements, require 
medical screenings which may 

include lab fees, implement 
minimum training requirements 
from the National Fire Protection 
Association, implement equip-
ment and personal protection 
equipment requirements, ve-
hicle requirements, and opera-
tional requirements, Hood said, 
among many other things. 

“It’s a ton of money, fi rst, and 
it’s going to be a ton of time,” 
Hood said.

Th e draft standards state mini-
mum medical and fi tness re-
quirements must be developed 
based on diff erent “tiers” of re-
sponder duties and tasks, and 
each responder must annually 
qualify to meet the set standards. 

To help responders meet those 
standards, each department 
will be required to establish and 
implement a health and fi tness 
program to “enable respond-
ers” to maintain the fi tness re-
quirements, and must include 
the assignment of a health and 
fi tness coordinator, periodic fi t-
ness assessment for all respond-
ers, available exercise training, 
health education and counsel-
ing, and a process to collect and 
maintain health-related fi tness 
program data.  

If they cannot, a physical per-
formance rehabilitation program 
must be developed, according to 
the proposed regulation revision.

Departments will be required 
to develop a medical evalua-
tion program, where responders 
must give a medical and vaccina-
tion history, physical examina-
tion, and any lab tests required 
to detect physical or medical 

conditions that could adversely 
aff ect the responders ability to 
perform. 

Additionally, proposed revi-
sions will require each depart-
ment to develop a behavioral 
health and wellness program, 
which at minimum must include 
assessments, basic counseling, 
crisis intervention assistance, 
assessments for “alcohol and 
substance abuse, substance use 

disorder, stress and anxiety, de-
pression, and personal problems 
that aff ect work performance,” 
prevention strategies, and pro-
tocols to address occupational 
exposure to “atypically” stressful 
events.

To collect and store all of the 
personal health data, depart-
ments will be required to estab-
lish a confi dential, permanent 
health fi le for each responder.

A problem with the proposed 
changes is the reference to Na-
tional Fire Protection Associa-
tion standards, Hood said, which 
can be changed at the associa-
tion’s discretion if it’s realized a 
certain standard does not work. 
If OSHA’s proposed regulations 
reference a specifi c National Fire 
Protection Association standard, 
that standard is locked into OS-
HA’s regulations regardless of fu-
ture revisions, Hood said; OSHA’s 
fi re brigade regulations were not 
revised since 1975 before this 
year.

If adopted, the regulations will 
not be recommendations, Hood 
clarifi ed, but a requirement for 
all departments to adhere to.    

Walton veterans honored 

contributed photo
Don Ogden received a certifi cate in recognition 
of 70 years of service in the American Legion.

contributed photo
Commander Len Rutherford and Melvin 
Woodin.

“It’s going to be the demise of 
the volunteer fi re service.” 

MARGARETVILLE FIRE CHIEF NELSON DELAMETER

DelCo fi re chiefs oppose proposed 
OSHA reg revisions

Public comment period open until May 6

fi le photo
Margaretville Fire Chief Nel-
son Delameter.

Colchester: 
Police purchases, 

cemetery tree trimming

Elizabeth DeFalco/The Reporter
A hillside on county Route 26, locally referred to as Telford Hol-
low, was recently cleared of trees by Colchester highway depart-
ment with a newly-purchased bucket truck. 

See Colchester... page 3
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Thank You
to Everyone
who Voted in
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Margaretville Election. ~ Dave Budin

✓✓

Holy Week events sponsored 
by the Walton Ministerium start 
today, March 28, with Maundy 
Th ursday services: 4 p.m. com-
munion service at the Congre-
gational Church on North Street. 
At 5 p.m. at the Christ Episcopal 
Church, Gardiner Place. A 6 p.m. 
Foot/Handwashing/Seder meal 
at the United Methodist Church, 
101 North Street. Service at Unit-
ed Presbyterian on East Street at 
7 p.m.; communion service at 
New Hope Community Church, 
Stockton Ave.; tenebrae service at 
First Baptist on Townsend Street, 
and Mass at St. John’s Catholic 
Church on Benton Ave.

Good Friday Services will take 
place March 29; a 4 p.m. tene-
brae service at Congregational 
Church, a 5 p.m. Stations of the 
Cross at the Christ Episcopal 
Church and 7 p.m. commemora-
tion service at St. John’s Catholic 
Church, and a joint UPC/Alli-
ance service at UPC at 7 p.m.

On Saturday, March 30 St. 
John’s Catholic Church will host 
an Easter vigil at 7 p.m.

And on Sunday, March 31, all 
are welcome to a 6:30 a.m. Easter 
“Sonrise” service at More Park 
and the free community Easter 
dinner at New Hope Commu-
nity Church from 2-4 p.m. Don’t 
spend the holiday alone. Have a 
full roast pork dinner with all the 
trimmings and dessert with fel-
lowship and conversation with 
others in the community. All are 
welcome. Takeouts will be avail-
able, and limited delivery for the 
homebound or elderly with res-
ervations by Friday, March 29 by 
calling Ellie Truman at 607-865-
8211.

Th e DVH Volunteers will  host 
a pie and quiche sale Th ursday, 
March 28 from 9 a.m. at the lobby 
entrance to the gift shop at the 
hospital. If you get there quick 
enough you might even score 
some blueberry coff ee cake. Pro-
ceeds from the sale will go to the 
projects and help that the vol-
unteers provide to the hospital. 
Great place to grab some Easter 
desserts.

Did you know that the gift shop 
is now manned from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Monday through Friday? 
Many local crafters have gifts 
on consignment, such as Peg 

Bolton’s quilts and aprons, Karen 
Bowker’s candles, Jen Pagan’s 
tumblers, Jane Ward’s paintings, 
and several more. Th ey have 
jewelry, cards, candy, and oc-
casionally fresh fl owers. Anyone 
can come and shop, whether you 
have an appointment in the hos-
pital that day or not. Check it out 
when you can.

Th e volunteers also host other 
bake sales and a chicken bar-
becue during the year, and they 
support the hospital when they 
bring food trucks into the hos-
pital parking lot. Th is year’s fi rst 
food truck will be Jim’s Hotdogs 
from Downsville Fridays, April 9 
and April 23. Other trucks lined 
up are Smokeout BBQ, and Ty’s 
Tacos. Look for more informa-
tion in the coming weeks for the 
schedule.

Riverside Alliance Church will 
have a chicken barbecue, pie and 
bread sale on Saturday, March 30 
at Walton Motors on Delaware 
Street. Th e bake sale will include 
pies, cheesecakes, breads, cinna-
mon rolls and spring rolls; both 
regular size and smaller versions. 
Come get some chicken and 
goodies for your Easter meals. 
Chicken will be ready around 
9:30 and bake sale items will ar-
rive around 9. All proceeds ben-
efi t the youth fund for camp and 
conferences.

Homemade spaghetti din-
ner fundraiser for Hamden Hill 
Ridge Riders at the Covert Hol-
low Clubhouse Saturday, March 
30 from 4-7 p.m. Th ere will also 
be a basket raffl  e. Menu is spa-
ghetti, meatballs, homemade 
rolls, and a side salad. Eat-in or 
takeout, free will off ering, and 
handicap accessible.

Th e First Friday ALA dinner at 
the Walton Vet’s Club on April 5 
will feature chicken cordon bleu, 
rice pilaf, gravy, veggies, cole-
slaw, bread, and, as always, a 
delicious assortment of desserts 
for $12. Serving from 5 p.m. until 
sold out. For takeouts, call 607-
865-8094. 

UHS Delaware Valley Hospi-
tal is scheduled for a Commu-
nity Shred Event Saturday, May 
18 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. (or when 
truck is full). Safely disposing of 
old paper records, including old 
medical insurance papers, can 

help prevent identity theft. Th e 
event will be held rain or shine 
in the physical therapy/commu-
nity pharmacy parking lot. You 
may watch your documents be 
shredded if you prefer. Materials 
that can be placed in RSG Paper 
Shredding Bin include copy pa-
per, even with staples & paper-
clips, computer, faxed, white or 
colored paper, non-shiny bro-
chures, business cards, sticky 
notes,white envelopes with win-
dows, manila folders, and maga-
zines. Materials that cannot be 
placed in RSG Paper Shredding 
Bin include cardboard, shiny or 
coated paper, tissue paper or pa-
per towels, hanging fi le folders, 
carbon paper, food, glass, plastic, 
large volumes of routing yellow 
envelopes, carbonless forms, and 
metals (other than paperclips 
and staples). Now is a good time 
to clean out all your old paper-
work that is no longer needed to 
decrease the chance of identity 
theft.

Th e Southern Tier Nam 
Knights will host the last buf-
fet style breakfast of the season 
Sunday, April 14. Cost is $12 per 
person. Menu is scrambled eggs, 
bacon, sausage, pancakes, hash 
browns, coff ee, tea, OJ, apple 
juice, and the place is at the Vet’s 
Club. Serving from 8-11:30 a.m. 
Th ey use the funds raised for the 
important events they donate to 
throughout the year.

Th e William B. Ogden Library 
invites the public to join their 
seed exchange program at the li-
brary for a fun way to swap and 
share seeds. Whether you’re a 
seasoned gardener or just start-
ing out, everyone’s welcome to 
bring in their extra seeds and 
pick up something new. It’s a 
chance to discover unique vari-
eties, connect with fellow garden 
enthusiasts, and maybe even 
learn a thing or two. Th ey’ve got 
everything from colorful fl ow-
ers to tasty veggies, so come grab 
some seeds, and get planting.

Some of the events at the li-
brary this month include local 
author Patricia Lacey Saturday, 
April 6 reading and signing her 
book “Who Sees Who at the Zoo” 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. She will also 
be accompanied by illustrator 
Trish Drumm. Copies will be 
available for purchase and you 
can get your copy signed. Perfect 
for young readers and the young 
at heart, this event is not to be 
missed.

Adults and teens 16+ are in-

vited to enjoy a seasonal mock-
tail and to create their own work 
of art on canvas with guidance 
from instructor Linda Karpovich 
on Th ursday, April 11 at 6 pm. 
Th e painting is called “Country 
Bouquet” and features a variety 
of wildfl owers in a mason jar. All 
materials will be provided and no 
experience is necessary to walk 
away with a custom masterpiece. 
Space is limited so registration is 
required by calling the library at 
607-865-5929.

Linda Karpovich is also a cer-
tifi ed instructor for the NYS De-
fensive Driving Course and will 
present a 6-hour defensive driv-
ing course on the lower level of 
the library. Th is will take place 
over two separate days, April 18 
and 25, with three hours in each 
session from 5-8 p.m. Upon com-
pletion, participants will receive 
a certifi cate that they can submit 
to their insurance company for a 
10% savings off  their basic liabil-
ity and collision insurance for 
three years. Th e total cost to par-
ticipate is $35. Space is limited. 
Stop by the library with payment 
to secure your spot. 

Embark on a journey of artistic 
discovery with the library series 
of classes designed for teens - 
an exploration of art inspired by 
remarkable female artists. Th is 
month’s featured artist is Frida 
Kahlo on Wednesday, April 24 
from 3:30-5 p.m.

Th e Walton Chamber of Com-
merce and Castle on the Dela-
ware will host another designer 
purse bingo fundraising event 
Saturday, May 4. Doors open at 1 
p.m.; calling starts at 2; 12 games 
of bingo or 36 chances to win for 
$40. An extra $10 card will get 
you in the 13th game for the mys-
tery purse worth several hundred 
dollars. Th ere will be gift basket 
raffl  es and gift certifi cates for lo-
cal businesses for door prizes. 
Register and pay at www.walton-
chamber.com  For more informa-
tion contact Sheryl Crandall at 
607-434-0777.

Th e free pictures with the Eas-
ter Bunny event was moved due 
to last week’s lousy weather to 
this Saturday, March 30 from 
12-1 p.m. at the little gazebo 
behind Townsend School. Th e 
event is compliments of Angelica 
Helm. Park in the back parking 
lot and come to the playground, 
you can’t miss it. 

My granddaughter and I went 
to the library for the eclipse event 
and it was really interesting. Th ey 
had a great turnout with lots of 
good feedback. We will not have 
a full eclipse here in our area as 
we will still be able to see just a 
sliver of the sun. 100% eclipse 
is in the Buff alo area. Be sure to 

have the right eclipse glasses 
to view it so as not to burn your 
eyes. Th e eclipse will take place 
April 8.

On April 13 the Walton Booster 
Club Cheerleading groups will be 
having a benefi t breakfast at TAs. 
Th ere will be basket raffl  es and 
the girls will be waiting tables; $2 
from each breakfast will be do-
nated to the club.

Booster Club Volleyball sign-
ups will be held March 29 from 
6-7:30 p.m. at the Townsend 
School. For grades 3-6, registra-
tion fee is $30.

Final registration for Wal-
ton Little League will be Friday, 
March 29 when teams will be 
selected and uniforms ordered. 
So far there are four T-ball teams, 
three coach pitch, two minors 
and two major teams. Th ere is 
still time to play if you message 
the Walton Little League Face-
book page or a board member.

Th e Walton Chamber of Com-
merce held an informational 
meeting about eff ectively using 
social media for your business, 
presented by Jessica Vecchione, 
at the Walton Th eatre last week. 
Th e session was well attended 
and many good questions were 
asked. Th ere seems to be some 
interest in another hands-on 
event to walk you step by step 
through the process of diff erent 
media formats. Reach out to me 
if you have an interest in another 
meeting, and also if you have any 
other topics that would interest 
you that the Chamber could pur-
sue organizing.

Th e Delaware Co Board of 
Elections has announced that 
early voting for the 2024 presi-
dential primary will be held until 
Saturday, March 30 at the board 
of elections offi  ce in Delhi. Pri-
mary voting day is April 2 in our 
own community.

Music on the Delaware is cur-
rently making plans for the fi rst 
Porchfest on June 15. Th is free 
event will feature musicians per-
forming on porches and venues 
throughout town. Th ey are seek-
ing musicians of all genres, solo 
or bands, porches to be used for 
performances, and volunteers 
for set up and tear down that day. 
You can sign up at www.musi-
conthedelaware.org/porchfest. 
You can also get more informa-
tion on that website.

Th e new walk-in clinic at DVH 
has already proven to be a valu-
able asset and it is getting used 
regularly. Hours have already 
been extended - starting April 1, 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and Saturdays it will be 
open 10-2. I think this is a great 
new addition to healthcare ser-
vices in Walton.

By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Delaware County 
supervisors passed a resolu-
tion recognizing April 1 - 7 as 
Public Health Week in order to 
encourage civic engagement 
and healthy neighborhoods at a 
meeting March 27. 

Since 1995, the American Pub-
lic Health Association has spon-
sored public health week to edu-
cate the public, policymakers, 
and health professionals about 
issues important to improving 
public health, the resolution 
states.

Th e theme of 2024’s public 
health week is “protecting, con-
necting, and thriving.” According 
to Public Health Director Aman-
da Walsh, public health displays 
will be set up in the lobbies of the 
county offi  ce buildings at 99 and 
111 Main Street, a radio show on 
WIOX, and a variety of social me-

dia posts to celebrate the week.  
Becoming more civically en-

gaged allows for better commu-
nity decision-making, the reso-
lution states, for things like more 
walkable neighborhoods, fund-
ing for public health projects, 
and how to prepare for future 
pandemics or disasters. 

“When our communities are 
healthy, we have the building 
blocks for healthy lives,” the reso-
lution states.

fi le photo
Delaware County Pub-
lic Health Director Amanda 
Walsh.

Delco recognizes Public 
Health Week April 1 - 7 

NAMI Family to Family is a 
free, eight-session education 
program for the family and 
friends of adults with mental 
health conditions. Th e course in-
cludes information on illnesses 
such as schizophrenia, bipolar 
disorder, major depression and 
other mental health conditions.

NAMI Family to Family pro-
vides:

• Information about mental 
health conditions,

• Information about treatment 
and recovery.

• Th e tools to use to support 
your loved one during diffi  cult 
times.

• Information about local re-
sources.

• Self-care for caregivers
Th e program is taught by 

trained family members who 
have a loved one with a mental 
health condition. NAMI family to 
family education is an evidence-
based program (EB). For infor-
mation on the research base for 
this program, visit nami.org/re-
search.

Th e sessions will be held 
Wednesdays May 1 to June 26 
from 6 – 8:30 p.m. at Th e New 
Hope Community Church, 45 
Stockton Ave., Walton.

Classes will be available in 
person or through Zoom. Zoom 
complies with all applicable pri-
vacy laws, rules, and regulations 
in which it operates.

To register by Friday, April 
26, call 607-287-6869, email 
namidelawareco@gmail.com or 
sstallone@rehab.org

An email confi rmation will be 
sent with meeting information.

Free mental health education classes
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204 DELAWARE STREET, WALTON
Call the Service Desk 607-865-6079 to be
transferred to the Meat or Deli Departments

PICK UP A FLYER FROM OUR STORE FOR ALL OF THE DEALS

BBOOTTTTLLEE && CCAANN RREEDDEEMMPPTTIIOONN 66¢¢

S O
GA$GA$BUSTERSBUSTERS
Save withSave with

G $$
Save with

USTERS
CUSTOMER REWARD CARDCUSTOMER REWARD CARD

Our Meat is Cut & Wrapped Here by Our 3 Meat
Cutters and Wrappers. Our Famous Ground Chuck

is NOT made from Pre-Ground Tube Meat.

$$779999
Bag

16 Oz. 21/2516 Oz. 21/25

Best Yet LargeBest Yet Large
Cooked ShrimpCooked Shrimp

THE CATTLEMAN’S
MEAT DEPT.

2/$2/$77
48 Oz. Select Varieties48 Oz. Select Varieties
Perry’s Ice CreamPerry’s Ice Cream

$$449999

16 Oz. Select Varieties16 Oz. Select Varieties

Land O LakesLand O Lakes
ButterButter

$$99999
lb.

The King ofThe King of
the Roaststhe Roasts
1893 Premium Beef1893 Premium Beef

Semi-BonelessSemi-Boneless
Rib Eye RoastRib Eye Roast

SugardaleSugardale

Semi-BonelessSemi-Boneless
Whole or Half Ham

$$223939
lb.

2/$2/$66
8 Oz. Select Varieties8 Oz. Select Varieties
Philadelphia Cream CheePhiladelphia Cream Chee

WE DO EMWE DO EM
BEST!BEST!

24-30 Fl. Oz.24-30 Fl. Oz.
Hellmann’sHellmann’s
MayonnaiseMayonnaise

OROR

ese

2/$2/$66
4-5 Lb.4-5 Lb.
Gold Medal Flour orGold Medal Flour or
Domino SugarDomino Sugar

2/$2/$55
5 Lb. Bag US#15 Lb. Bag US#1
White PotatoesWhite Potatoes

5/$5/$55
14.5-15.25 Oz. Select Varieties14.5-15.25 Oz. Select Varieties
Green GiantGreen Giant
Canned VegetablesCanned Vegetables

$$334949

12 Ct. Fresh Baked12 Ct. Fresh Baked
HomestyleHomestyle
Dinner RollsDinner Rolls

Pk.

Certifi ed Angus Beef 
Top Round Roast 

or London Broil

1893 Premium 
All Natural Pork 

Bone In Center 
Cut Rib Chops

1893 Premium All Natural 
Chicken Drumsticks 
or Thighs

$599
lb.

$249
lb.

$129
lb.

FAMILY
PACK

FAMILY
PACK

Ad Prices Effective Sunday, March 31ST through Saturday, April 6TH, 2024

204 DELAWARE STREET, WALTON
Call the Service Desk 607-865-6079 to be
transferred to the Meat or Deli Departments

PICK UP A FLYER FROM OUR STORE FOR ALL OF THE DEALS

BBOOTTTTLLEE && CCAANN RREEDDEEMMPPTTIIOONN 66¢¢

S O
GA$GA$BUSTERSBUSTERS
Save withSave with

G $$
Save with

USTERS
CUSTOMER REWARD CARDCUSTOMER REWARD CARD

Our Meat is Cut & Wrapped Here by Our 3 Meat
Cutters and Wrappers. Our Famous Ground Chuck

is NOT made from Pre-Ground Tube Meat.

$$779999
Bag

16 Oz. 21/2516 Oz. 21/25

Best Yet LargeBest Yet Large
Cooked ShrimpCooked Shrimp

THE CATTLEMAN’S
MEAT DEPT.

2/$2/$77
48 Oz. Select Varieties48 Oz. Select Varieties
Perry’s Ice CreamPerry’s Ice Cream

$$449999

16 Oz. Select Varieties16 Oz. Select Varieties

Land O LakesLand O Lakes
ButterButter

$$999999
lb.

The King ofThe King of
the Roaststhe Roasts
1893 Premium Beef1893 Premium Beef

Semi-BonelessSemi-Boneless
Rib Eye RoastRib Eye Roast

SugardaleSugardale

Semi-BonelessSemi-Boneless
Whole or Half HamWhole or Half Ham

$$223939
lb.

2/$2/$66
8 Oz. Select Varieties8 Oz. Select Varieties
Philadelphia Cream CheePhiladelphia Cream Chee

WE DO EMWE DO EM
BEST!BEST!

24-30 Fl. Oz.24-30 Fl. Oz.
Hellmann’sHellmann’s
MayonnaiseMayonnaise

OROR

ese

2/$2/$66
4-5 Lb.4-5 Lb.
Gold Medal Flour orGold Medal Flour or
Domino SugarDomino Sugar

2/$2/$55
5 Lb. Bag US#15 Lb. Bag US#1
White PotatoesWhite Potatoes

5/$5/$55
14.5-15.25 Oz. Select Varieties14.5-15.25 Oz. Select Varieties
Green GiantGreen Giant
Canned VegetablesCanned Vegetables

$$334949

12 Ct. Fresh Baked12 Ct. Fresh Baked
HomestyleHomestyle
Dinner RollsDinner Rolls

Pk.

Our Meat is Cut & Wrapped Here by Our 3 Meat
Cutters and Wrappers. Our Famous Ground Chuck

is NOT made from Pre-Ground Tube Meat.

Ad Prices Effective Sunday, March 24th through Saturday, March 30TH, 2024

Sugardale Shank 
Portion Ham

$179
Lb.

$599
Lb.

5 Lb. Bag / US#1

Russet Potatoes

Fresh

Green Asparagus

$199
Lb.

$2 5FOR

16 Oz.
 Land O Lakes Butter

$2 7FOR

$699
Lb.

In Our Deli

$799
Lb.

Fresh American 
Whole Bone-In 
Lamb Legs

1893 Premium Beef
Boneless Bottom 
Round Roast 
or Steaks

 Land O Lakes 

American 

Cheese $4.99 Lb.

Smithfield Cooked Ham

4.5-5.1 Oz.

12-13 Oz.
Select Varieties 6 Pack 

Betty Crocker 
Specialty 
Potatoes

Thomas’
Original
English Muffin

15.5-24 Oz. Select Varieties
Ragu Pasta Sauce

2FOR 
$4

52 Fl. Oz. Select Varieties
Tropicana Pure Premium 
Orange Juice

2FOR 
$7

8 Ct.
Medium Kaiser Rolls

$299
Pk.

5 Lb. Bag US #1
White Potatoes

$299
Bag

30 Oz. 
Duke’s Mayonnaise

$499
Ea.

In Our Deli
Sahlen’s Premium Ham

$799
Lb.

Cornershop Cuts 

American Cheese  

$4.99 Lb.

Colchester... 
continued from front page

Elizabeth DeFalco/The Reporter
Five trees at Gregorytown Cemetery, River Road, Downsville, 
will be trimmed to allow more sunshine onto the hill to help dry 
the ground.

and trim down each tree, and 
ensure gravestones are not dam-
aged - for a total of $2,500.

Trimming will allow more sun-
light onto the grounds, help rid 
the area of moss, and keep the 
location drier for easier access 
and overall maintenance of the 
cemetery, Homovich said follow-
ing the meeting.  

Once the trees at Gregorytown 

Cemetery are addressed, and 
council members can evaluate 
Shields’ work, Merrill said he 
will ask Shields to consider trim-
ming trees at Old Cemetery, or 
Covered Bridge Cemetery, on the 
corner of Covered Bridge Road 
and Warren Drive, Downsville.  

The 1996 GMC bucket truck 
purchased by the highway de-
partment in January to trim trees, 

could not be used at either cem-
etery without requiring head-
stones to be moved, Highway Su-
perintendent Ken Eck said. 

“You gotta move half the cem-
etery around to get a truck in 
there,” Merrill agreed.

• While discussing the bucket 
truck, purchased for $25,000, Eck 
said the truck already “paid off in 
flying colors.” Seven highway de-
partment employees were certi-
fied to operate the bucket truck, 
Eck said, and it has been in use 
for nearly two and a half weeks. 
Crews trimmed and removed 
trees from the hillside on county 
Route 26, referred to locally as 
Telford Hollow, and areas of Mc-
Donald Road, Eck said. 

“They (residents) said it looks 
fantastic, and it’s the first time 
that the sun’s shone in there in 
years,” Champlin said, which 
Merrill agreed with, and said 
sunshine is important to the lon-
gevity of roads.

• The town was denied a state 
Consolidated Funding Applica-
tion (CFA) grant applied for the 
purchase of a new salt shed and 
various projects at the highway 
department, Merrill said, but 
was not surprised by the denial. 
Merrill and grant writer Colleen 
Signor Griffith will have a post-
application conference with CFA 
representatives to review and 
identify “weak areas” in the ap-
plication. 

• Endwell Rug is in the process 
of installing flooring in the court 
and police building on River 
Road next to the highway de-
partment, Merrill said, and said 
the police side of the building is  
“95% done” with police staff “al-
most ready to move in.” 

Highway staff have to dig 
trenches for Margaretville Tele-
phone Company to set up an in-
ternet connection for the build-
ing, Merrill said, along with other 
small projects.

• Council members approved 
the use of Covered Bridge Park 
for a sunrise Easter service 
Sunday, March 31 at 7 a.m. for 
Colchester Community United 
Methodist Church.

• Colchester Police responded 
to 30 calls in February including 
five assists to other departments 
or agencies, two erratic operator 
complaints, two 911 hang-ups, 
three harassment complaints, 
three disabled vehicles, five gen-
eral calls, and one missing per-
son report, among other activ-
ity. Police issued 45 traffic tickets 
and investigated two accidents 
involving one personal injury 
and one property damage report.

• In February, Downsville Jus-
tice Court collected $9,355 and 

the Cooks Falls Justice Court col-
lected $22,079 in fees and fines. 
The fees have been remitted to 
the state and a portion of those 
funds will be returned to the 
town.

• The Cooks Falls water dis-
trict collected $610.22 in water 
sales in February and reported 
17 customers in arrears with a 
balance of $850. The Downsville 
water district reported 52 cus-
tomers in arrears with a balance 
of $4,238.28 in February, and col-
lected $1,718.91 in water sales. 

• The town clerk collected 
$1,296.12 in building permits, in-
spection fees, certificate of occu-
pancy searches, certified copies, 
miscellaneous fees, and police 
fees in February.

By Andrew Kantor

SIDNEY – There’s little to be 
done for a group of homeless 
people sleeping in the gazebo 
in downtown Sidney, simply 
because they’ve refused offers 
of help. That was the reluctant 
conclusion of Sidney trustees in 
response to a resident concern at 
the  meeting held March 25.

Village authorities have spo-
ken with the people several 
times, said Mayor Ray Baker. 

“We hooked them up with the 
county and with Catholic Chari-
ties. They don’t want the help.”

“We scoot ‘em out and they 
come back,” Baker explained, 
sometimes breaking into aban-
doned homes. “They [the police] 
can arrest them, but that doesn’t 
do a lot for them.”

While Sidney isn’t by any 
stretch the only place dealing 
with the homeless issue, it does 
seem to have more than other 
towns and villages in the area. 
That’s because the Super 8 Mo-
tel on Delaware Ave. is one of the 
few facilities in the area that will 
accept people who receive tem-
porary housing assistance.

“Unfortunately — and I’ve 
complained — we have three 
different counties (Broome, 
Chenango and Delaware) that 
will bring people to the motel, 
[and] drop them off,” Baker said. 
“They’ll put them up for a month, 
then they’re on their own. A lot of 
them are stuck here.”

“It’s very sad,” he said. “It’s very 

heartbreaking.”
Preparing the parks for rec-

reation
The village’s insurance com-

pany has issued payment for the 
utility pole that collapsed recent-
ly at Keith Clark Park. Local con-
tractor Brad Theobald has vol-
unteered his time to install two 
replacement poles donated by 
the Delhi Telephone Company to 
replace both the fallen pole and 
another that’s rotted through.

Registrations for this year’s 
baseball and softball season are 
among the largest ever, accord-
ing to Recreation Director Brett 
French. So far 244 kids have 

signed up — so many that French 
is looking for at least one more 
coach to help out with third and 
fourth grade students. The posi-
tion doesn’t pay, but includes a 
‘very nice’ hat and T-shirt.

The Sidney Municipal Pool 
will be opened as scheduled this 
year, and the village will be hiring 
American Red Cross-certified 
lifeguards. Employment applica-
tions are available at the village 
offices at 21 Liberty St.

Hoping for a grant
The trustees sent a letter of 

intent to New York state, which 
is the first step to apply for a Re-
store New York grant, which the 
state gives “for the revitalization 
of commercial and residential 
properties.” 

The trustees hope to use it to 
repurpose a large area on River 
Street — one that currently con-
sists of vacant lots — into a play-
ground or park. It could include 

a pickleball court, community 
garden, park or tennis courts, al-
though the specifics won’t be de-
cided until and unless the village 
receives a grant.

The next step will be to file the 
full grant application, for which 
Delaware County officials have 
offered support from the coun-
ty’s grant writer.

In other business
Trustees discussed a former 

seasonal worker who has filed for 
unemployment benefits. Despite 
the person having held two other 
jobs since working for the village 
— and the job being a seasonal 
one — the state unemployment 

office has said the village must 
pay part of the employee’s claim. 
The trustees plan to challenge 
the decision.

Clerk Lisa French said she con-
tinues to collect overdue proper-
ty taxes, including about $10,000 
so far in March.

Police Chief Eric Oliver re-
ported that the department re-
sponded to 207 calls for service 
in February, made 30 arrests 
(including five for felonies), gave 
out 16 parking tickets, and assist-
ed other local agencies 13 times.

Trustees paid the village’s bills: 
$81,241 for general expenses, 
$15,209 for water and sewer ser-
vices, $15,100 for community de-
velopment, $2,581 for trust and 
agency, and $3,315 in capital ex-
penses for total of $117,445.

The next meeting of the Sidney 
village trustees will be Monday, 
April 8 at 7 p.m. at the village of-
fices.

Sidney grapples with homeless, 
prepares for summer recreation

Andrew Kantor/The Reporter
Sidney trustees at their March 25 meeting. From left Trustee Victor Tartaglia, Barry MacPherson, 
Clerk Lisa French, Mayor Ray Baker, Trustees Pat Cristelli and Thomas Hoskins.
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WINDOWS OLD, MOLDY, ROTTEN?
SIDING IN POOR CONDITION?

WE CAN FIX THEM!

By Elizabeth DeFalco

DOWNSVILLE - Colchester 
council members tabled a vote 
to adopt short-term rental regu-
lations following a no-comment 
public hearing Wednesday, 
March 20, immediately preced-
ing their regular monthly meet-
ing. 

Th e regulations are modeled 
after Andes, Margaretville, and 
Walton’s short-term rental regu-
lations. Council members held 
multiple workshops, starting in 
September 2023, with Code En-
forcement Offi  cer Rich Hascha to 
develop regulations. 

With Councilmember Julie 
Markert, who arrived towards the 
end of the meeting, and Council-
member Greg Lavorgna absent, 
Supervisor Art Merrill and Coun-
cilmembers Janet Champlin and 
Dan Pinner agreed to table the 
vote until the April 3 meeting.  

“We want all fi ve of us to go 
into this together,” Merrill said.

In the proposed regulations, 
a short-term rental, or transient 
rental, is defi ned as any dwelling 
unit rented or leased for a period 
of 30 days or less, excluding ho-
tels, motels, and bed and break-
fasts.

Proposed regulations
• A short-term rental permit 

application must be approved 
before opening for operation and 
must be renewed annually. An 
undetermined permit fee will be 
required with the initial applica-
tion, and a reduced permit fee 
will be required for each annual 
renewal. Permits will expire Dec. 
31 of that year. 

• Applicants must fi le separate 
applications, pay an individual 
permit fee, and obtain a separate 
permit for each dwelling unit to 
be used as a short-term rental. 
A dwelling unit is defi ned in the 

regulations as a single unit pro-
viding complete, independent 
living facilities including perma-
nent amenities for living, sleep-
ing, eating, cooking, and sanita-
tion. 

• Each application must in-
clude contact information, in-
cluding names, addresses, and 
day and night telephone num-
bers of the property owner and 

local manager, the number of off -
street parking spaces, occupancy 
level, description of the unit, 
proof of inspection, house rules, 
and proof of insurance and bed 
tax identifi cation number. If the 
property owner does not reside 
in the Colchester area, then a lo-
cal manager must be designated 
who is required to respond on-
scene to an emergency situation 
within 45 minutes of being noti-
fi ed.

• All short-term rental units 
must have an information card 
posted on or inside a main door 
including name, address, and 
phone number of property own-
er or local manager, and instruc-
tions on dialing 911 in emergen-
cy situations.   

• All applicants, whether for an 

initial permit or a renewal, must 
notify all property owners within 
a 200-foot radius of their pro-
posed rental operation. Th e noti-
fi cation must be done in writing 
via fi rst class certifi ed mail.

• Complaints regarding the 
operation of a short-term rental 
should be given to the code en-
forcement offi  cer. If a violation is 
found, the code enforcement of-

fi cer will issue a notice detailing 
the alleged violation, required 
remedial action, and a date by 
which to address the violation. If 
unaddressed, the town may take 
legal action or revoke operation 
permits. First violations are pun-
ishable by a fi ne of no less than 
$350 and no more than $700, or 
six months imprisonment. If the 
town does take legal action due 
to an unaddressed violation, the 
violator is responsible for any 
and all costs incurred by the 
town, including attorney fees.   

Th e proposed regulations can 
be reviewed in full at the town 
clerk’s offi  ce. It is anticipated that 
council members will vote on the 
regulations Wednesday, April 3 
at 5 p.m. at their next regularly 
scheduled meeting.

By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Delaware County 
supervisors accepted $121,902 
in state family assistance funds 
to support the county’s rental 
supplement program to address 
homelessness, Wednesday, 
March 27. 

Th e rental supplement pro-
gram helps support those expe-
riencing homelessness or who 
are at risk of homelessness by 
paying a portion or all of their 
monthly rent. With the $121,902, 
Delaware County Department of 
Social Services (DSS) anticipates 
assisting up to 20 households or 
individuals who are homeless, 
and up to 30 households or indi-
viduals who are at risk.

In 2023, 153 individuals pre-
sented as homeless and 80 of 
those individuals were housed by 
DSS, and seven families present-
ed as homeless and were housed. 
So far in 2024, 18 of 24 individu-
als presenting as homeless were 
housed by DSS, and no families 
have presented as homeless.

fi le photo
Delaware County Deputy 
Commissioner Keith Weaver.

DelCo DSS: addressing 
homelessness

Colchester: Short-term rental regs

Elizabeth DeFalco/The Reporter
Colchester Councilmember Janet Champlin, left, Supervisor Art 
Merrill, and Councilmember Dan Pinner during their meeting 
March 20.  

DelCo supervisors urge changes to 
state law governing incapacitation

By Lillian Browne

DELHI - Delaware County su-
pervisors are expected to approve 
a resolution urging changes to 
the state’s criminal procedure 
law which governs a defendant’s 
ability to “stand trial” or their fi t-
ness to proceed in a legal case at 
a regularly scheduled meeting 
Wednesday, March 27.

At issue is the requirement 
that counties bear the costs for a 
person charged with a crime to 
be “restored” to a mental capac-
ity where they can participate 
in their defense after they are 
deemed mentally incapacitated.

Th e resolution before super-
visors states competency res-
toration costs have taken away 
millions of dollars for critical be-
havioral health programming in 
Delaware County. Given the ad-
vances in behavioral health since 
the law was fi rst implemented 
decades ago, the resolution con-
tinues, “It is time for the state to 
reform the statutory authority 
governing competency restora-
tion to ensure that only individu-
als who are appropriate subjects 
of 730 court orders are sent for 
restoration.”

Th e resolution further sup-
ports a Senate and Assembly Bill 
proposing a change to the law.

Th e restoration process is not 
treatment, Delaware County 
Community Health Director 

Doug Elston explained, and 
that’s where the issue lies. 

“It’s not treatment or therapy,” 
Elston said. ”A lot of people be-
lieve that in this process, the 
person is actually getting treat-
ment or therapy. But that’s not 
true. Th e goal is to restore them 
to the point where they can par-
ticipate in their own defense. 
And so during that psychiatric 
hospitalization, it’s likely they’re 
going to be put on medication. If 
the client (defendant) is willing. 
If the client (defendant) is not 
willing, the facility has the ability 
to petition the court to provide 
what’s called ‘treatment over ob-
jection.’” Once an incapacitated 
person is deemed stable follow-
ing a 730 hold and after receiving 
instruction on the court process, 
they are returned back to the 
county jail to stand trial, Elston 
explained.

Th e resolution also calls for 
an amendment to the law mak-
ing clear that “restoration” is not 
mental health treatment; that 
there be specifi c criteria estab-
lished for mental health examin-
ers to streamline the process; that 
examiners tell the court whether 
there is a reasonable chance of 
restoration which would allow 
a court to divert a patient’s (de-
fendant’s) care to mental health 
treatment; that counties be re-
imbursed by the state for the psy-
chiatric exams; and that individ-
uals be transferred to psychiatric 

care/treatment facilities if they 
are unable to be restored.

“Th e problem - and why this 
is front and center now - is that 
New York state is the only state 
in the country that the cost of this 
100% falls on the county which is 
required to pay for stays in a psy-
chiatric hospital,” Elston said. In 
most other states, Elston contin-
ued, the state government pays 
for hospitalization under those 
circumstances. Th e cost for one 
day of hospitalization, Elston 
said, is $1,300.

As an example of the discon-
nect and costs, Elston said, the 
county had an individual who 
was deemed incapacitated, not 
because of a mental illness, 
which is what the statutory law 
indicates, but because of sus-
pected vascular dementia. Th e 
individual was placed in a state 
psychiatric facility for more than 
30 days. “So that one hospitaliza-
tion pretty much absorbed our 
whole 730 budget line,” Elston 
said. 

Under the 730 process an in-
surance company cannot be 
billed, Elston explained, because 
the individual is being held in-
voluntarily.

Delaware County currently 
allocates $50,000 to 730 evalua-
tions, Elston said. 

“And there are some years 
where we don’t spend that 
amount.” 

“It’s going to be the demise 
of the volunteer fi re service,” 
Margaretville Fire Chief Nelson 
Delameter said. “We’re not op-
posed to doing it right, but this is 
above and beyond.”

“It’s actually quite disgusting 
what they’re putting in there,” 
Hancock Chief Blaise Bojo 
agreed.

Hood encouraged all mem-
bers and departments to review 
the proposed standards and sub-
mit a comment, not only oppos-
ing the proposed revisions, but 
identifying a specifi c proposed 
change and why it is an unrealis-
tic expectation for a local, volun-
teer fi re department.

Hood said he will submit a 
comment on behalf of the Dela-
ware County Emergency Servic-
es Department, but was unsure 
whether or not county supervi-
sors intended to pass a resolu-

tion opposing OSHA’s proposed 
regulation changes. 

“Well, we better pressure them 
to do one,” Bloomville Fire Chief 
Mike Pietrantoni said. 

Th e proposed regulations are 
in a 90-day open comment pe-
riod which closes May 6, Hood 
said, and encouraged those who 
submit comments to request for 
an extension to allow depart-
ments to fully digest the pro-
posed regulations and determine 
what changes are manageable 
and what changes are not pos-
sible to implement.

A copy of OSHA’s 608-page 
regulation proposal, a summary, 
and where to post public com-
ments can be found on the Fire-
fi ghters Association of the State 
of New York’s website: https://
fasny.com/osha-fire-brigade-
standard-1910-156   

DelCo Fire Chiefs...
continued from front page
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By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Delaware County su-
pervisors authorized a budget 
transfer of $1,366,332.24 to pay 
for the last demolition expenses 
of fl ood buyout homes in Sidney 
Wednesday, March 27. 

In 2016, Delaware County was 
awarded $18,915,104 from FEMA 
(Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency) to purchase 129 
homes and elevate seven homes 
with signifi cant fl ood damage 
after Hurricane Irene and Tropi-
cal Storm Lee in 2011. Many of 
the homes were in the village of 
Sidney along the Susquehanna 
River.

Th e reimbursable program 
requires the county to pay con-
tractor expenses upfront prior 
to submitting to the state Gover-
nor’s Offi  ce of Storm Recovery for 
reimbursements. A demolition 
invoice received March 1 exceeds 
remaining funds in the planning 
department’s general grant re-
lated expense funds, and super-
visors authorized a transfer of 

$1,366,332.24 to pay the invoice. 
“Th e project funding is through a 
reimbursable grant so the county 
has only put up what was needed 
to cover immediate costs,” John-
son-Bennett said, “Th at allowed 
us to secure reimbursement 
as we spent the money so as to 
make the county whole through-
out the process.” 

Th e $1.3 million payment is 
the fi nal payment, Johnson-

Bennett said, and is seeking 
full reimbursement for what re-
mains. While demolitions are 
complete, county Department 
of Public Works crew members 
must demolish two small sheds 
in upcoming weeks during better 
weather, Johnson-Bennett said. 

Excluding $1.3 million 
transfer, the county has spent 
$7,677,668.60 to demolish fl ood 
buyout properties.

By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Delaware County su-
pervisors authorized a transfer of 
funds from each county depart-
ment to cover 2024 insurance 
premiums for liability claims, ad-
ministrative costs, and funding of 
the insurance reserve account at 
a meeting Wednesday, March 27.

A total of $788,182 from 32 de-
partments was transferred into 
the unallocated county insur-
ance fund, and any unexpended 
year-end balance will be trans-
ferred to the insurance reserve 
fund. 

Th e county is self-insured for 
workers’ compensation, Clerk 
of the Board Penny Bishop said, 
and the transfers are to pay re-
newal premiums for insurance 
policies including general liabil-
ity and crime, owners and con-

tractors, auto, public offi  cials, 
law enforcement, professional 
liability, excess catastrophe, and 
inland marine. 

Insurance costs to each de-
partment is based on number of 
employees, property values, and 
profession, Bishop said. Most 
departments will pay between 
$1,000 to $10,000 in insurance 
costs, while departments like the 
sheriff ’s offi  ce, county jail, social 
services, public works, and solid 
waste will pay $56,161, $102,489, 
$99,430, $175,039, and $98,965, 
respectively.

Th e jail’s insurance costs pre-
dominately come from $46,097 in 
property insurance and $29,369 
in professional insurance with 28 
employees, whereas social ser-
vices’ insurance costs are $44,654 
in general liability insurance and 
$27,140 in inland marine insur-
ance with 100 employees. 

By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Delhi Planning Board 
members approved site plan re-
visions for Sportsfi eld Special-
ties’ expansion for the construc-
tion of a parking lot during a brief 
meeting Monday, March 25. 

In October 2023, architect Lee 
Marigliano presented plans for 
an expansion of the athletics fi eld 
equipment manufacturing facili-
ty of approximately 45,000 over a 
three year period. Th e expanded 
footprint - a 15,000 square foot 
storage building, an 8,000 square 
foot addition to house paint 

equipment, and a 36,000 square 
foot shipping warehouse addi-
tion - will enhance manufactur-
ing capacity and provide em-
ployees with a new locker room 
and lunch room. 

An existing shop and storage 
building will be demolished, 
which would remove 12,000 
square feet from the fl oor plan, 
as well as a 2,400 square foot sec-
tion of an existing pole barn.

Following a public hearing 
and a recommendation to ap-
prove from Delaware County’s 
Planning Board members, Delhi 
planning board members ap-
proved the site plan contingent 
on approval by the New York City 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) on a stormwa-
ter pollution prevention plan. 

Because expansion plans will 
increase the amount of impervi-
ous surface on the property, DEP 
requires additional stormwater 

features be included, Marigliano 
said. 

“We had the option of either 
putting in another pond, expand-
ing our existing ponds, or doing 
what’s called these underground 
stormwater chambers.” 

According to the United States 
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, underground stormwater 
chambers capture and store run-
off  in large pipes, which can then 
be released directly back into 
surface waters through an outlet 
pipe. 

Planning board members 
compared the system to a culvert 

pipe, but for stormwater. 
“We opted to use the under-

ground stormwater chambers 
because they’re out of sight, out 
of mind,” Marigliano said, “and 
then we fi gured since we’re cre-
ating this fl at area with these 
underground chambers, let’s de-
velop that fl at area so that in the 
future, if we wanted to, we could 
pave and put some additional 
parking spaces.” 

Th e parking lot will be ap-
proximately 7,000 square feet to 
accommodate an additional 20 
parking spaces, Marigliano said, 
and will be located off  the main 
entrance on state Route 10, be-
hind the complex sign.

Planning board members is-
sued a negative declaration on a 
DEP Environmental Assessment 
Form, and accepted the revision 
to Sportsfi eld Specialties’ site 
plan for expansions to include 
construction of a parking lot. 

By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Delaware County su-
pervisors accepted a $11,140 fed-
eral grant to help pay for 20 new 
bulletproof vests for the Dela-
ware County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, and 
a $12,218 state grant to support 
the Police Traffi  c Services pro-
gram, Wednesday, March 27. 

Delaware County was awarded 
$11,140 in United States Depart-
ment of Justice Bulletproof Vest 
Partnership grant funds to pur-
chase bulletproof vests for the 
sheriff ’s offi  ce. Th e funds repre-
sent 50% reimbursement of the 
cost to purchase the vests, Assis-
tant to the Sheriff  Jessica Miller 
said, the cost of a vest is $1,320. 
Bulletproof vests are rotated and 
replaced every fi ve years in ac-
cordance with manufacturer 
mandates.

Th e sheriff ’s offi  ce currently 
has 22 vests for sheriff ’s deputies, 

13 vests for the jail, and 11 vests 
for probation department staff . 

Old bulletproof vests rotated 
out of use are used for training 
purposes among other things, 
Miller said.

Th e sheriff ’s offi  ce was also 
awarded $12,218 in state grant 
funds to participate in the State-
wide Police Traffi  c Services pro-
gram, which was created to in-
crease seatbelt usage and reduce 
dangerous driving behaviors in 
an eff ort to reduce serious inju-
ries or fatalities from traffi  c acci-
dents, the resolution states.

“As a result of receiving this 
grant, we are able to conduct 
enhanced traffi  c enforcement 
as well as to participate in more 
traffi  c safety initiatives such as 
Operation Safe Stop, Click It or 
Ticket, No Empty Chair Cam-
paign, Speed Awareness Cam-
paigns etc.,” Undersheriff  Kim 
Smith said, “which help to lead 

to safer highways in Delaware 
County.”

Th e grant funding will allow 
the sheriff ’s offi  ce to assign pa-
trols, primarily on overtime, to 
conduct traffi  c enforcement on 
highways identifi ed as having 
higher instances of accidents 
with personal injury or fatalities, 
Smith said. 

“Ultimately, by providing in-
creased traffi  c enforcement and 
reducing dangerous driving be-
haviors, the potential for inju-
rious and fatal [motor vehicle] 
accidents are reduced,” she said, 
making Delaware County a safer 
place to live. 

Th e top three contributing fac-
tors of injurious and fatal motor 
vehicle accidents statewide are 
speed, driver distraction or inat-
tention, and impairment, Smith 
said, and accidents have become 
more frequent since 2020 and 
2021.

By Elizabeth DeFalco

FRANKLIN - Following a mid-
March election, Franklin wel-
comes a new, but familiar, may-
or into offi  ce. Mayor Johanna 
VanDeusen, former trustee, was 
elected Franklin’s fi rst female 
mayor on March 19 with 28 votes 
to fi ll the seat of Tom Briggs, who 
did not seek reelection after serv-
ing as mayor since 2014.

“No one made it a secret I was 
running for mayor,” VanDeusen 
said, laughing. 

Shortly after the 2022 village 
elections, Briggs began a sort of 
mentorship with VanDeusen, 
looping her into ongoing projects 
and procedures nearly two years 
prior to her election. 

VanDeusen is co-owner of 
Franklin Eyewear in Delhi and 
was raised in Franklin, she said; 
an experience she now shares 
with two of her grandchildren.

VanDeusen’s seven year old 
grandson has already taken to 
subtle bragging about his upcom-
ing visits to the “mayor’s house,” 
she said. “A couple months ago, 
we talked about me running for 

mayor. And he said, ‘Can I come 
visit you when you move into the 
new house?’” 

As Franklin’s fi rst female trust-
ee, a member of the Franklin 
Rotary Club, and a grandmother 
who participates in after-school 
pick up, VanDeusen said she 
hopes to bring a new perspective 
to the position. Her main prior-
ity, she said, is to ensure Franklin 
maintains its sense of communi-
ty while embracing progress that 
helps the village thrive.

“I’m from Franklin. I love 
Franklin, and I want to see Frank-
lin maintain its sense of com-

munity but I also feel like there’s 
ways to bridge the gaps between 
people that have always lived 
in Franklin and new residents,” 
VanDeusen said. “And I love that 
we have so many new residents.”  

Other priorities for VanDeu-
sen are to complete the small 
stretch of water main replace-
ment on Main Street, revitalize 
the village’s business district, and 
complete various other projects. 
While there are many things to 
complete, VanDeusen said she 
was not nervous because Frank-
lin residents have made her feel 
excited about the new journey 
through their support. 

“I plan on having an open line 
of communication with residents 
and will work my hardest to the 
betterment of Franklin,” Van-
Deusen said. “I think this will be 
good for Franklin.”

VanDeusen’s swearing in cer-
emony will be held at village hall 
April 8, the same day as the solar 
eclipse. While she said she can’t 
decide whether the solar eclipse 
is a good omen or a bad omen, 
VanDeusen said she joked with 
Briggs that his last few hours in 
offi  ce “will get very, very dark.”   

DelCo Planning: $1.3 million transfer 
for Sidney FEMA buyout demolitions 

fi le photo
One of the FEMA buyout homes on River Street, Sidney.

DelCo supervisors 
approve budget transfers 

for insurance costs

fi le photo
Franklin Mayor Johanna Van-
Deusen.

fi le photo
Sportsfi eld Specialties, state Route 10, Delhi.

Delhi Planning 
approves parking lot for 
Sportsfi eld Specialties

Franklin seats fi rst female mayor

Funding police: Sheriff ’s offi  ce 
receives federal, state grants
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By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Delaware County Fire 
Advisory Board members dis-
cussed ways to structure each 
fi re department’s response plan 
so they best integrate with the 
county’s new computer-aided 
dispatch system during a meet-
ing Wednesday, March 20.   

Over the last month, represen-
tatives from Tyler Technologies, 
vendor for the new computer-
aided dispatch system, have 
hosted training sessions with 
public safety staff  to obtain, de-
velop, and integrate Delaware 
County’s information into the 
new system, Delaware County 
Emergency Services Director 
and Fire Coordinator Steve Hood 
said. Part of the necessary infor-
mation is a response plan from 
each department, Hood said. 
When implementing a plan into 
the new system, staff  discovered 
they are “based on a lot of as-
sumptions.” 

Each department’s response 
plan contains four “activations,” 
Deputy Emergency Services 
Director and EMS Coordinator 
Margaret “Maggie” Wilson said. 
Each activation is a resource 
plan, based on individual depart-
ments, and which departments 
should be toned to respond to a 
call. Th e fi rst activation is typical-
ly full response from that specifi c 
department, Wilson said. For 
example, in an instance when a 
fi re call is received in Bovina, dis-
patchers will choose to tone the 
Bovina Fire Department’s fi rst 
activation, which will tone the 
fi re department, full automatic 
aid from Andes, with Delhi and 
Margaretville departments cov-
ering the station’s calls.

In some emergencies, the situ-
ation does not require dispatch-
ers to escalate to the depart-
ment’s second activation, Wilson 
said, but if additional resources 
are needed the department can 
request their second activation 
be dispatched, and dispatchers 
will tone out their second acti-
vation fl eet which could include 
resources from multiple depart-
ments. 

Or, Wilson said, responding 
departments can request a spe-
cifi c resource be dispatched, like 
a tanker, if only additional water 
is needed rather than dispatch 
the full second activation fl eet. 
Th e problem is, if a department 

within the second activation 
doesn’t respond, or a resource 
from the department’s third or 
fourth activation is requested to 
be dispatched, the system will 
not recognize any deviations 
from their original response 
plan, Wilson said. 

For example, if Bovina Fire De-
partment was responding to a 
fi re and is on their second activa-
tion but requested an extra tank-
er from South Kortright, the new 
system will not recognize South 
Kortright’s tanker was already 
individually dispatched and will 
automatically retone South Kor-
tright for a tanker when the third 
activation is requested, per Bo-
vina’s response plan. 

“So you may get toned on the 
third alarm but you were already 
there for the second,” Bovina 
Fire Chief Kevin Brown clarifi ed, 
which means no additional tank-
er will be en route on the third 
activation. 

A possible solution, Wilson 
suggested, is instead of desig-
nating specifi c departments for 
resources in second, third, and 
fourth activations, departments 
can choose their activations to be 
“proximity” response. If a depart-
ment with proximity activations 
requested their second activa-
tion be dispatched, the system 
will recommend the two closest 
departments to the fi re’s loca-
tion for the dispatcher to tone, 
and full responses from both de-
partments would be dispatched, 
Wilson said. Th e fi rst activation 
cannot be proximity for any de-
partment’s response, Rossley 
explained, because the system 
refers to town boundary lines 
rather than district lines. 

“My concern with that is, you 
know, you could run into an issue 
where during the day a depart-
ment doesn’t have any staffi  ng,” 
Hancock Fire Chief Blaise Bojo 
said. “We’re covering depart-
ments all the time that are down 
to two members, but they might 
be listed as our closest.”

Th at same problem still oc-
curs with a designated response, 
Wilson said; day of the week and 
time of day are two large factors 
in the number of available crew 
members for all departments, 
she said, and departments are 
likely going to escalate to third 
and fourth activations faster dur-
ing the day than at night due to 
lack of a full crew.

Individual resources can be 
requested in proximity as well, 
Rossley said, as each apparatus 
for all departments will be iden-
tifi ed and logged into the new 
system. If a responding crew re-
quests the three closest fi re en-
gines be dispatched to assist, the 
system should identify and lo-
cate the three closest engines to 
the scene for dispatchers, Ross-
ley said, but will identify multiple 
engines from the same depart-
ment as the closest regardless of 
available crew members. 

Wilson requested all depart-
ments begin by reviewing a 
map of their district and divid-
ing it into “quadrants,” which 
will help build the new system, 
she said. Once their district map 
is divided, Wilson said depart-
ments should closely review 
their response plans and ensure 
its procedure makes sense if all 
four activations are necessary, 
and consider a lack of available 
resources.

“You have to be honest about 
what you’re going to get. You 
know, I would love to say we’re 
going to get all of our people 
to come and we’re gonna get 
all those trucks off  the fl oor in 
Bloomville, but..” Wilson said, 

before Bloomville Fire Chief 
Mike Pietrantoni added, “Not on 
a Friday night or Saturday night.”

All response plans can be ed-
ited once integrated into the new 
system, Wilson said, but because 
of the extremely time consum-
ing process to integrate a single 
response plan, encouraged de-
partments to have a “smooth fi rst 
run.”

Board members agreed to ap-
point communication commit-
tee members, and other board 
members interested, to review 
and demonstrate response plans 
of multiple departments once 
completed to ensure they’re vi-
able.

Th e new computer-aided dis-
patch system is expected to be 
operational in August.              

DelCo Fire Advisory Board members discuss response plans

Elizabeth DeFalco/The Reporter
Delaware County 911 Coordinator Mark Rossley, standing, ex-
plained how each department’s response plan will be used for 
dispatching at a Delaware County Fire Advisory Board meeting 
Wednesday, March 20.

Delco DPW transfers money for truck 
purchase, awards bids

By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Delaware County su-
pervisors authorized a $55,762 
budget transfer for the Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) to 
purchase two tandem axle dump 
trucks, complete with snow re-
moval equipment, at a meeting 
Wednesday, March 27. 

Due to a diff erence in the 
quote received to purchase 
the two dump trucks and the 
$600,000 budgeted for the pur-
chase, a $55,762 budget transfer 
was requested by DPW commit-
tee members. Th e funds were 
transferred from DPW’s as-
signed unappropriated machin-
ery fund, which was budgeted 
at $3,933,616 for 2024, into the 
machinery equipment line bud-
geted at $1,006,500 for 2024.

DPW’s machinery fund is 
mostly funded by equipment 
rental fees, Assistant DPW Com-
missioner Lisa Henderson said, 
“paid” from the department’s 
road maintenance equipment 
rental budget line, leftover funds 
from the year before, revenue 
from other departments for the 
purchase of fuel and for repairs 
to department cars, the sale of 
scrap metal, revenue from the 
sale of old equipment, insurance 
recoveries, and a Catskill Water-
shed Corporation grant that cov-
ers repairs to the vacuum truck.  

“Buying trucks is a tedious pro-
cess these days and this might 
not even be the fi nal cost,” Hen-
derson said. “All this does is let us 
place the order. Th ere may be ad-
ditional costs when the truck ac-
tually goes to production in 14-18 

months.”
Henderson said there was no 

“fl uff ” built into the budget when 
planned in September 2023, 
which led to the need for addi-
tional funds when quotes were 
received.  Other business:

• Supervisors also awarded 
a bid to Tioga Construction in 
Herkimer to complete the re-
placement of Dug Road as part of 
the Cold Spring Creek bridge re-

placement project in Deposit for 
$2,558,539.85. In February, DPW 
committee members approved 
a construction phase contract 
with McFarland for $427,035 for 
the bridge replacement project. 
Th e costs are 95% reimburseable 

by the Bridge NY program. DPW 
Commissioner James Th omas 
said.

Additionally, supervisors 
awarded a bid for bridge struc-
tural preservation to AMSTAR of 
Western New York, Cheektowa-
ga, for $419,000. Th e bridges are 
located in Walton, on Nichols 
Road over East Brook, and in 
Colchester on Morton Hill Road 
crossing Morton Brook.      

fi le photo
Delaware County Department of Public Works trucks.

Linemen from Delaware County Electric Cooperative (DCEC) were deployed in advance of 
anticipated high winds and icy conditions, which left 1,600 customers without power Saturday, 
March 23. Power was restored to most customers Monday, March 25 and to all customers by 
Tuesday, March 26.

photo from DCEC Facebook Page

Iced lines
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By Lillian Browne

WALTON - Delaware County 
Director of Community Health 
Doug Elston announced a va-
cant psychiatric nurse position 
has been fi lled at the Behavioral 
Health Facility in Walton, at a 
meeting of the Delaware County 
Mental Health Committee, Mon-
day, March 18. Th e new hire will 
begin mid-April, Elston said, and 
brings clinic staff  to a psychia-
trist and two nurse practitioners. 
Psychiatry staff  evaluates clients/
patients for medication and pre-
scribe medication. Staff  then 
follow the individual for the du-
ration of their treatment at the 
clinic. Th at is signifi cant, Elston 
said, because there are other 
counties in upstate New York 
which do not have community-
based clinics or county-operated 
clinics and do not have prescrib-
ers “in house.” 

Last month, the department 
received approved funding for 
an off -hours, on-call licensed 
clinician to “clear” individuals 
at the Delaware County Jail from 

constant watch, Elston reported. 
Every inmate that goes into the 
jail is evaluated, assessed and 
medical history reviewed. Part of 
the history is a suicide screening 
where inmates are asked a series 
of questions to determine suicid-
ality. One of those questions is: 
Have you had a close friend or a 
loved one die from suicide? 

“If the person says yes, that 
person is automatically placed 
on ‘constant watch,’” Elston said. 

Th e clinician is a licensed 
mental health professional - not 
jail staff  - but someone who has 
a healing arts degree, like social 
work for example, who screens 
inmates to determine whether 
they should remain on constant 
watch or whether they can be 
stepped-down to 15 minute in-
tervals or taken off  the watch list 
altogether, Elston explained.

He hopes to fi ll the position of 
the on-call licensed clinician by 
the end of April, he said.

Th e department currently 
staff s a forensic social worker 
at the jail, for approximately 10 
hours a week as needed.

Th e department also has two 

social worker vacancies and one 
program coordinator vacancy.

In other business, Elston an-
nounced that the integration of 
client/patient electronic health 
records is ongoing. Th ough he is 

unsure of the fi nal cost, he said, 
it is expected that there will be 
monthly maintenance costs and 
fees. Th e county currently bud-
gets approximately $80,000 an-
nually for records management. 
Once the integration is complete, 
clinicians in the substance use 

disorder clinic are able to access 
patient’s mental health records, 
and vice versa.

“By integrating the two (re-
cords systems), not only is it go-
ing to make the treatment much 
more eff ective - because there’s 
going to be the combination of 
mental health and substance 
abuse going on at the same time 
- but it also allows for the cli-
nicians to have easier access.” 
Elston said. “It improves com-
munication.”

Once the new electronic health 
records system is implemented, 
Elston continued, the patient/cli-
ent can log in and see when their 
next appointment is or what the 
correct spelling of the medica-
tion is, and dosage. Th e client will 
be able to access parts of their 
own record online in the privacy 
of their own home,” he said.

Staff  also participated in vari-
ous trainings, Elston reported. 
Most staff  have been trained in 
administering NARCAN, also 
known as naloxone - a medica-
tion that rapidly reverses an opi-
oid overdose. Once all staff  have 
been trained in the mental health 
and alcohol and substance use 
clinics, paperwork will be sub-

mitted to OASAS (New York State 
Offi  ce of Alcohol and Substance 
Abuse Services) to have the clinic 
designated as having an opioid 
overdose prevention program. 
Once it receive the designation, 
Elston said, it will be easier and 
quicker to acquire NARCAN.

Staff  also participated in a four-
hour active shooter training con-
ducted by the Delaware County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce and six requests 
for staff  training were approved. 
Th e trainings were paid for with a 
recruitment and retention grant 
received during the Covid pan-
demic. Th ere is approximately 
$58,000 left in the grant to be 
spent on staff  training, Elston re-
ported.

Expanded clinic hours - from 
8 a.m. rather than 9 a.m. and 6 
p.m. rather than 5 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Th ursdays - which be-
gan in November 2023, have al-
lowed patients/clients more fl ex-
ibility at the beginning and end 
of the day, Elston said.

Th ere are currently 104 drug 
and alcohol clinic patients/cli-
ents; 608 mental health clinic 
patients/clients and 40 patients/
clients receiving supportive 
housing services. 

DelCo Mental Health: Recruitment, retention eff orts pay off 
Staff  participates in active shooter, NARCAN trainings

fi le photo
Doug Elston, director of Del-
aware County Community 
Health.
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By Elizabeth DeFalco

DELHI - Delaware County 
Finance committee members 
discussed 2024 sales tax distri-
butions, petty cash increases for 
the department of social services 
(DSS), and corrections for board 
of elections’ 2023 and 2024 bud-
gets during a meeting Wednes-
day, March 27. 

So far in 2024, Delaware 
County collected $4,360,849.89 
in sales tax from three state 
sales tax distributions received 
in March. Th e fi rst sales tax dis-
tribution, received March 6, was 
$2,330,440.43. Th e second dis-
tribution, also received March 
6, was for $1,690,191.87 and 
the third distribution was for 
$340,217.59, received March 13.

“We’re down a little bit for the 
third month in a row,” Finance 
Committee Chairperson and 
Colchester Supervisor Art Mer-
rill said. “And remember, we’re 
down compared to last year.” 

By March 13, 2023 after the 
third sales tax distribution was re-
ceived, Delaware County collect-
ed $4,641,376.85 - a $766,933.83 
increase from March 2022. 

“Last year was a record-setter 
for us,” Stamford Supervisor John 
Kosier said. 

Th ough sales tax revenues are 
down in 2024, Merrill said he 
suspects they will “creep up” as 
seasons change and weather be-
comes nicer.

Also discussed:
• In February, supervisors ac-

cepted an $18,159.12 state pre-
paid postage grant awarded to 
the Delaware County Board of 
Elections to cover costs of post-
age relating to absentee ballots, 
envelopes, and postage machine 

items for the 2024 presidential 
election. 

Th e funds were added to the 
board of elections’ 2024 budget, 
Clerk of the Board Penny Bishop 
explained, but $1,598.16 was 
meant to cover expenditures al-
ready made in 2023. To correct 
the oversight, supervisors ap-
proved a budget amendment to 
decrease the postage grant award 
by $1,598.16 in the 2024 budget, 

and another budget amendment 
to increase the 2023 budget’s 
grant postage line by $1,598.16, 
at their meeting later in the day 
March 27. 

• Supervisors also approved 
a request from DSS to increase 
their petty cash fund from $250 
to $500 at their meeting later 
in the day March 27. DSS’ petty 
cash fund was last increased in 
1985, Merrill said. 

“I think that requires a long 
committee discussion,” Depart-
ment of Social Services Chair-
person and Hamden Supervisor 
Wayne Marshfi eld said sarcasti-
cally.

• Following an executive ses-
sion to discuss contract nego-
tiations with Economic Develop-
ment Director Glenn Nealis and 
Planning Director Shelly John-
son-Bennett, committee mem-
bers agreed to recommend su-
pervisors authorize the county to 
administer a $5 million Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) grant on behalf of the 
village of Sidney. Th e funds will 
be used to install fi ve precast, 
concrete box culverts below state 
Route 8, approximately 950 feet 
northwest of the intersection of 
state Route 8 and River Street, as 
part of a larger fl ood hazard miti-
gation project.

Th e request will go before 
county planning committee 
members, then supervisors for 
fi nal approval.        

fi le photo
Finance Committee Chairper-
son and Colchester Supervi-
sor Art Merrill. 

DelCo Finance: 
Sales tax, petty cash, corrections

By Lillian Browne

DELHI - Delaware County su-
pervisors received an update on 
Veterans Services activity from 
Director Mark Dunlop at a social 
services committee meeting held 
March 18.

Th ere has been an increase in 
walk-ins, calls and requests for 
rides and appointments, Dun-
lop said. Th ere were 51 claims in 
February. With warmer weather 
on the horizon, Dunlop said, 
there will be more outdoor ac-
tivities, including a possible 
kayaking event in Downsville on 
the east branch of the Delaware 
River, which will disembark at 
the American Legion Post. Event 
details have not been fi nalized, 
Dunlop said.

A mobile canteen is also being 
planned in Walton this summer, 
Dunlop said. A mobile canteen 
held in Margaretville on Feb. 15 
was well attended by veterans, he 
said. He noted that when there 

is a presentation, there seems to 
be more interest and interaction 
from veterans.

Dunlop is also hoping to have 
a more visible presence for Clear 
Path for Veterans at area farm-
ers markets during the warmer 
weather, he said. He has also 
submitted an annual application 
to FreshConnect farmers market 
vouchers for veterans. He antici-

pates they will arrive in May and 
veterans can pick up their $50 
voucher which can be used like 
cash at any farmers market.

For more information about 
services available, call 607-832-
5345 Monday through Friday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. to 
make an appointment or stop in 
at 97 Main Street, Suite 4, Delhi.

DelCo Veterans Services 
reports busy month

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
Hamden Supervisor Wayne Marshfi eld, and Director of Veteran 
Services Mark Dunlop.
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Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 12pm to 4pm 
46610 St Hwy 10, Delhi | 607-746-3080

www.heartofthecatskills.org

ADOPTABLE CAT OF THE WEEK SPONSORED BY:

Adoptable Cat of the Week

277 Delaware St., Walton
607-865-7698

Home of the Square Deal

277 Delaware St., Walton, NY
607-865-7698

SALES & SERVIC
E

WALTON MOTORS

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 12pm to 4pm 

Thornton is lounging 
and longing for love!

Delivery Available

Firewood For Sale
Cut & Split

607-637-5253 or 570-904-0350
Also Selling

Kiln Dried Firewood

Random Length, Cut & Split Firewood: $125/Cord Delivered
NOW AVAILABLE

By Lillian Browne

DELHI - A request has been 
made to have security offi  cers 
in place at the Delaware County 
Social Services offi  ce buildings at 
99 Main Street in Delhi, and DSS 
South behind Delaware Valley 
Hospital in Walton, similar to se-
curity positioned at the Delaware 
County Offi  ce Building at 111 
Main Street in Delhi, reported 
Social Services Deputy Commis-
sioner Keith Weaver at a meeting 
held Monday, March 18.

Th e request was spurred, in 
part, by an incident at 99 Main 
Street recently where an individ-
ual brought guns and knives into 
the building in a bag. 

“One was an AR-style BB gun,” 
Weaver said; and the other ap-
peared similar to an automatic 
handgun. Th e individual also 
possessed several pocket knives 
and a “machete,” Weaver said. 

Th ough the individual turned 
over the BB guns and knives 
without incident to a police offi  -
cer who was dispatched from 111 
Main Street, under diff erent cir-
cumstances, the situation could 
have had a bad outcome, Weaver 
said.

Under New York law, fi rearms 
are not permitted in municipal/
public/government buildings.  

A security offi  cer would be the 
fi rst point of contact for someone 
entering a DSS building, rather 
than a receptionist, Weaver said. 
Th e county is seeking to fi ll the 
security positions, which have 
been budgeted for. In 2024, the 
Department of Social Services 
budgeted $138,870 for security, 
according to Clerk Penny Bishop. 
Th e security contract also covers 
DSS South when the building is 
operational, Bishop said.

Th e county contracts with 
Delhi Police for police presence 
Monday through Friday from 
7 - 10 hours per day, depending 
on the county’s needs and police 
availability. Delhi Police are spe-
cifi cally assigned to the depart-
ment of social services and pro-
vides services at various county 
facilities including buildings at 

99 and 111 Main Street and oth-
er county-owned and operated 
buildings in the village of Delhi. 
Th e county pays Delhi Police $38 
per hour.

In 2023, Delhi Police billed 
Delaware County $74,879 for po-
lice service at the rate of $36 per 
hour.

Safety fi rst: DSS offi  ce building 
security

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
There has been a request for security offi cers at 99 Main Street, 
Delhi, which houses Delaware County Social Services, Child 
Protective Services, Adult Protective Services, Foster Care ser-
vices and Public Health.

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
There are security and police offi cers at the Delaware County Offi ce Building, 111 Main Street, 
Delhi.

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
111 Main Street, Delhi - Delaware County Offi ce Building.

Donald Gray will retire Friday, March 29 after 26 years with the United States Postal Service. 
Aside from one year of his career as a clerk, he was a city carrier for Walton. Gray gradu-
ated from Walton Central School in the class of 1981, and spent 1982-1985 in the United 
States Navy. 

contributed photo

Walton mail carrier to retire

By Alyshia Korba

DELHI - Delaware County De-
partment of Public Works (DPW) 
committee members heard 
updates on the progress of the 
homeless shelter reconstruction 
in Delhi, approved equipment 
purchases and staffi  ng updates 
at a meeting March 27. 

DPW Commissioner Jim 
Th omas reported the demolition 
permit to remove the garage at 
161 Main Street, Delhi, the site of 
the county’s proposed homeless 

shelter rebuild following a 2021 
fi re, has been received. Th e ga-
rage was not damaged by the fi re, 
Th omas said, and is not in bad 
condition, but due to its location, 
is not suffi  ciently accessible. Th e 
garage was previously used for 
storage, Th omas said.

Th e purchase of two commu-
nication headsets for the vacuum 

trucks was also approved to be 
authorized by supervisors. Th ey 
were budgeted at $5,000 and will 
be purchased for $1,378. Th omas 
said these are necessary because 
staff  have diffi  culty hearing each 
other while operating the equip-
ment.

Th e committee also approved 
Th omas’s recommendation that 
three heavy equipment operator 
positions be fi lled. One of the po-
sitions is vacant due to a retire-
ment; one employee was fi red, 
and another is vacant due to a 

resignation. Th e employee that 
resigned took a higher paying 
position elsewhere, Th omas said. 
Employee Jeremy MacIntyre was 
promoted from mechanic to se-
nior auto mechanic.

Members of the committee 
also expressed concerns over the 
potential rise in steel costs result-
ing from the collapse of the Fran-
cis Scott Key Bridge in Maryland. 

DelCo DPW committee 
hears homeless 
shelter updates

Alyshia Korba/The Reporter

Spring is in the air. ©Steve Burnett
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“No Matter How You Slice It, Bologna Is Still Bologna”

“Local” to Weaver’s Farm Market is Otsego and adjoining Counties

Payment Payment 
Cash Or Cash Or 
Check - Check - 

No Credit No Credit 
CardsCards

1272 East Side Rd., 

MORRIS NY 13808 
607-263-2030 
Hours: Tues., Wed. & Sat. 9 am - 5 pm
Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

OPEN

YEAR-

ROUND

SPECIALS
3/19/24 - 3/30/24

• JFM Off the Bone Ham...................................$3.99 lb.
• JFM Honey Turkey Breast...............................$5.99 lb.

• JFM Swiss Cheese..........................................$3.49 lb.
• JFM Havarti Cheese.......................................$3.49 lb.
• JFM Cob Smoked Sliced Bacon (12 oz. pack)....$3.49 ea.

• JFM Pepper Bacon (12 oz. pack).....................$3.49 ea.

We will be CLOSED on Friday, March 29th 
Commemorating Christ’s Crucifixion, Good Friday.

–––––––– WE WILL BE OPEN SATURDAY, MARCH 30TH ––––––––

Sale prices good through April 6, 2024
We will order it fresh for you. Sold as unopened cases only. 

Leg Quarters .89 lb. $35.60 per case
Drum Sticks .89 lb. $35.60 per case
Thighs (Bone ln) $1.29 lb. $51.60 per case
Thighs (Boneless Skinless) $2.09 lb. $83.60 per case

ORDERS CAN BE PICKED UP APRIL 12TH AND 13TH, 2024

PRE-ORDER 

CHICKEN 
SALE!!

40 lb. Case-Fresh Chicken

DELHI - The rain did not wash 
away the enthusiasm at Delhi’s 
annual St. Patrick’s Day parade, 
Saturday, March 23, sponsored 
by the Greater Delhi Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Grand Marshal William “Bill” 
Cairns spirited floats and march-

ers which included Delaware Na-
tional Bank, Shire Pub, Delhi Girl 
Scouts, Delhi Fire Department, 
Andes Fire Department, Cooks 
Falls Fire Department, Delhi 
Telephone Company, and Dela-
ware Academy faculty, among 
others. 

2024 Delhi St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Bagpipes, clovers and rain greet parade goers

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
William “Bill” Cairns was the 2024 Delhi St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
grand marshal.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
A four leaf clover marches in the Delhi St. Patrick’s Day Parade Saturday, March 23.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
Bizzy Bees Learning Academy marches in the Delhi St. Patrick’s Day Parade Saturday, March 23.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
Georgia Hilmer and her son August, 10 months, listen to Ian 
Lamont perform on his bagpipe as part of a demonstration at 
Cannon Library Saturday, March 23.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
Ian Lamont performs on his bagpipe Saturday in Delhi.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
The Leatherstocking District Pipe Band marches in the Delhi St. Patrick’s Day Parade Saturday, 
March 23.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
Marchers hand out candy to kids during the Delhi St. Patrick’s Day Parade Saturday, March 23.

Subscribe today.   Call The Reporter   607-464-4009.
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By Alyshia Korba

DELHI - Brandon Hendricks, 
50, of Sidney received a sentence 
of five and a half years in prison 
with two years of post-release 
supervision for drug charges, fol-
lowing a plea and sentence deal, 

in Delaware County Court Mon-
day, March 25. 

“I know it’s a lengthy prison 
sentence but I believe it is war-
ranted,” District Attorney Shawn 
Smith said. 

Hendricks was arrested Nov. 1, 
2023 in the village of Sidney for 
possessing and selling fentan-

yl. As part of a deal, Hendricks 
pleaded guilty to one count of 
third-degree criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
and one count of third-degree 
criminal sale of a controlled sub-
stance, admitting he possessed 
and sold fentanyl on two differ-
ent occasions Feb. 13.

Delaware County 
Sheriff’s Office

•  Samone Wilson, 34, Coo-
perstown, was arrested Feb. 13 
on a Davenport Town Court war-
rant for failure to appear.

•  Sean Gillespie, 25, Delhi, 
Marissa Peck, 27, Andes, Shaun 
Carman, 32, Delhi and Erin Hub-
bell, 27, Margaretville, were ar-
rested March 13 and charged with 
third-degree criminal possession 
of a controlled substance with 
intent to sell and second-degree 
criminal possession of drug para-
phernalia, accused of possess-
ing fentanyl. Peck was addition-
ally charged with seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance. 

•  Nehamiah Clark, 45, Bloom-
ville and Jordan Clark, 25, An-
des, were arrested March 11 and 
charged with seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance. They were is-
sued appearance tickets to an-
swer the charge in Kortright Town 
Court.

•  Sean Gillespie, 25, Delhi, 
was arrested March 12 and 
charged with seventh-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance. Gillespie was 
issued an appearance ticket to 
answer the charge in Delhi Town 
Court.

•  Ford Bailey Banks, 27, 
Davenport, was arrested March 
5 and charged with second-de-
gree burglary, petit larceny and 
third-degree criminal trespass. A 
court appearance is scheduled in 
Harpersfield Town Court.

•  John Mahler, 36, Walton, 
was arrested March 18 and 
charged with fourth-degree crimi-
nal mischief and trespass. Mahler 
was issued an appearance ticket 
to answer the charges in Walton 
Village Court.

•  Lawrence Peloso, 65, Mount 
Upton, was arrested March 24 
and charged with driving while 
intoxicated, moving from lane un-
safely, and speed not reasonable, 
following a one car motor vehicle 
crash in Sidney. Peloso was is-
sued an appearance ticket to an-
swer the charges in Sidney Town 
Court.

Walton Police 
Department

•  Christopher Charles, 50, 
Bronx, was arrested on March 2 
and charged with third-degree 
aggravated unlicensed opera-
tion of a motor vehicle, following 
too closely, operating an unregis-
tered motor vehicle, driving with-
out a license, operating a motor 
vehicle with no insurance, and 
improper license plates. Charles 
was issued an appearance ticket 
to answer the charges in Walton 

Village Court.
•  Shaun Carman, 32, Wal-

ton, was arrested March 13 and 
charged with third-degree criminal 
sale of a firearm and criminal pos-
session of a firearm. He is being 
held at the Delaware County Jail 
on other charges.

•  Austin A. Conway, 19, Wal-
ton, was arrested March 17 and 
charged with first-degree dis-
seminating indecent material to 
a minor, tampering with physical 
evidence, sexual misconduct, 
endangering the welfare of a 
child and obstruction of govern-
mental administration. Conway 
was released on recognizance to 
answer the charges in Walton Vil-
lage Justice Court.

•  Russell J. Smith Jr., 21, 
Walton, was arrested March 17 
and was charged with first-degree 
rape, second-degree obstruction 
of governmental administration, 
sexual misconduct and endanger-
ing the welfare of a child. Smith 
was released on recognizance to 
answer the charges in Walton Vil-
lage Court.

•  Donald A. Kern, 34, Wal-
ton, was arrested March 17 and 
charged with second-degree crim-
inal contempt. Kern was released 
on recognizance to answer the 
charges in Walton Village Justice 
Court.

Otsego County 
Sheriff’s Office

•  Walter F. Currie Jr., 60, 
Franklin, was arrested March 21 
and charged with suspended reg-
istration. Currie was issued an ap-
pearance ticket to Oneonta Town 
Court to answer the charge.

Sidney Police 
Department

•  Jose L. Rodriguez, 33, Sid-
ney, was arrested March 15 and 
charged with third-degree aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle.

•  Kelley Bennett-Yang, 51, 
Sidney, was arrested March 16 
and charged with fourth-degree 
criminal mischief, second-degree 
harassment and two counts of 
second-degree obstruction of 
government administration.

•  Cheyenne N. Strong, 29, 
Sidney, was arrested March 7 and 
charged with third-degree aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle, suspended regis-
tration and a Sidney Village Court 
warrant for failure to appear.

•  Peter Barilli, 74, Bainbridge, 
was arrested March 18 and 
charged with suspended registra-
tion.

•  Gerald C. Schmitt, 44, Nor-
wich, was arrested March 19 and 
charged with suspended registra-
tion.

By Lillian Browne

DELHI - A March 19 jail sen-
tence of a Davenport man has 
been stayed and his conditional 
release from jail ordered, fol-
lowing a superior court hearing 
Monday March 25.

George Sydlar, 74, was sen-
tenced by Kortright Town Justice 
Yvonne Pagillo to 30 days in jail 
March 19 following a jury trial 
conviction for falsely reporting 
an incident. Sydlar was found 
guilty of falsely reporting an inci-
dent on Jan. 19.

Following the trial, District 
Attorney Shawn Smith issued a 
press release stating Sydlar re-
fused to cooperate with proba-
tion for a pre-sentence investiga-
tion, maintaining his innocence 
throughout the proceeding.

Sydlar showed no remorse at 
sentencing, Smith’s press release 
said, “instead indicated he was 
not sorry for his criminal behav-
ior.”

Assistant District Attorney 
Schuyler Kinneman, following 
sentencing, stated that the only 
appropriate sentence is incar-
ceration for a person who refuses 
to accept responsibility for his 
actions.

Sydlar was taken into custody 
by the Delaware County Sheriff’s 
Deputies and transported to the 
Delaware County Jail to serve 
his sentence, which is where he 
remained until Tuesday, March 
26, when he was released, outfit-
ted with an ankle monitor, await-
ing the determination of an ap-
peal which must be done within 
120 days, according to an order 
signed by Acting Delaware Coun-

ty Court Judge John Lambert.
At the March 25 hearing, 

Kinneman told Lambert that 
there are no grounds for appeal 
because Sydlar’s lawyer, Andrew 
VanBuren, did not provide any 
case law to support claims of jury 
misconduct cited in VanBuren’s 
request for a stay. 

Lambert disagreed, writing, 
“The court has reviewed the ar-
guments of the defendant [Sy-
dlar] and the People [district at-
torney] and finds that there is a 
reasonable possibility of reversal 
on appeal.”

In his application to stay the 
jail sentence, VanBuren, in part, 
cited improper jury conduct stat-
ing the jury did not follow the law 
that requires each element of a 
case be proven, among other as-
sertions.

By Alyshia Korba

DELHI - A Delhi man, Simon 
G. Wysong, 26, was sentenced to 
six months of incarceration fol-
lowed by five years of probation 
for charges including vehicular 
manslaughter in Delaware Coun-
ty Court Monday, March 25. 

Wysong was sentenced ac-
cording to an agreed-upon plea 
for a six-count indictment in-
cluding felony second-degree 
vehicular manslaughter, two 
counts of second-degree assault, 
second-degree manslaughter, 
aggravated vehicular homicide 
and misdemeanor driving while 

ability impaired. Wysong was 
charged with causing the death 
of Danielle P. Migdal and injury 
to Michael Goodwin in a motor 
vehicle crash that occurred July 
26, 2022 in Davenport.

Several friends and family 
members of Migdal attended the 
sentencing including her mother, 
Bobbi Conant, who read a state-
ment at sentencing. 

“It seems that [Wysong] is get-
ting only a slap on the wrist while 
the consequences for Danielle’s 
friends and family will be a life-
time without her,” Conant said. 

Wysong’s attorney, Richard 
Gumo, said that it was God’s 
plan that Migdal was killed in the 

crash. 
Prior to sentencing, Judge 

Gary Rosa stressed that this is 
Wysong’s chance to make better 
choices in the future. He said that 
Wysong previously called the 
agreed upon sentence “unfair,” to 
which Rosa stated, “You should 
consider which is more unfair — 
your sentence or her death sen-
tence.”

Wysong said he is pained by 
Migdal’s death.

“I completely understand 
where the mother is coming 
from, and I feel her pain,” Wysong 
said. “I loved that girl more than 
anything.”

DELHI - James G. Lor, 32, 
Margaretville was indicted by the 
Delaware County Grand Jury 21, 
2024 and charged with aggravat-
ed animal cruelty, a felony.

Lor is accused of killing a dog 
using a knife, March 12 and at-

tempting to cook it and eat its or-
gans. The ownership of the dog is 
unknown.

Lor was arraigned and is be-
ing held at the Delaware County 
Jail without bail, awaiting further 
court proceedings.

By Alyshia Korba

DELHI - A Walton man, Pat-
rick Ladd, 41, was sentenced 
to four years in prison followed 
by two years of parole on drug 
charges as part of a negotiated 

plea and sentence agreement in 
Delaware County Court Monday, 
March 25. 

Before sentencing, Ladd plead-
ed guilty to a reduced charge of 
attempted third-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-

stance, admitting to possessing 
methamphetamine and heroin 
in Walton on Dec. 17, 2023.

Ladd was originally charged 
with two counts of third-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance. 

By Alyshia Korba

DELHI - A Walton man, Rob-
ert Smith, 44, pleaded guilty to 
a charge of third-degree burglary 
as part of a plea and sentence 
agreement in Delaware County 
Court Monday, March 25. 

The plea offer by District Attor-
ney Shawn Smith included five 
years of probation with the con-
dition that Smith complete adult 
treatment court. Upon success-
ful completion, Smith will be al-
lowed to withdraw his guilty plea 

and plead guilty to a reduced 
burglary charge - a misdemean-
or - and be re-sentenced to three 
years probation.

Smith admitted to knowingly 
and unlawfully aiding in a bur-
glary that took place Dec. 30, 
2023 in the town of Walton. 

He is being held at the Dela-
ware County Jail and if a slot be-
comes available at an inpatient 
drug treatment facility, he will be 
transferred to the facility prior to 
his next court date. 

Smith is scheduled for sen-
tencing April 22.

By Alyshia Korba

DELHI - Carolyn Covell, 33, 
of Walton, received a one-year 
conditional discharge for charg-
es relating to driving while in-
toxicated following a hearing in 
Delaware County Court Monday, 
March 25.

As part of a plea deal, Covell 
pleaded guilty to driving while 
ability impaired by drugs as a 
misdemeanor and aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a vehicle 
as a misdemeanor. She was sen-
tenced to a one year conditional 
discharge with the requirement 
that she complete an impaired 
driver program and victim im-
pact panel. The original plea of-
fer from District Attorney Shawn 
Smith was a guilty plea to one 
count of driving while ability im-
paired by drugs with a sentence 
five years of probation and the 

successful completion of adult 
treatment court.

Judge Gary Rosa stressed that 
any arrests during the condition-
al discharge period would violate 
the sentence and she would be 
subject to additional penalties.

The charges results from two 
arrests, both in the village of Wal-
ton. 

Covell was arrested Sept. 30, 
2022 and charged with aggravat-
ed driving while intoxicated with 
a child and endangering the wel-
fare of a child. On Jan. 21, 2023, 
Covell was arrested and charged 
with two counts of aggravated 
driving while intoxicated, one 
count of aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a vehicle, two counts 
of endangering the welfare of a 
child, and operating a motor ve-
hicle without insurance and with 
a suspended registration.

The plea deal followed a hear-
ing during which the court heard 

from arresting officer Kathryn 
Mitchell who made the 2023 ar-
rest while working for the Wal-
ton Police Department. Mitchell 
described the arrest including 
the field sobriety tests she per-
formed.

Covell’s attorney, Kevin 
O’Brien, questioned Mitchell’s 
reasoning for suspecting Covell 
of being intoxicated, noting that 
Mitchell did not report any issues 
with Covell’s driving. Mitchell 
originally pulled Covell over be-
cause of the vehicle’s suspended 
registration but then suspected 
that she was intoxicated because 
she had red and watery eyes, had 
to be asked multiple times for 
her license and registration, and 
because she was eating a cinna-
mon roll. Upon questioning by 
O’Brien, Mitchell explained that 
some drugs can cause hunger 
which led her to be suspicious of 
the cinnamon roll.

Incidents published in the Police Blotter come directly from reports provided 
by local law enforcement agencies. These reports are a record of the actions 
taken on a given day by these agencies. Nothing in the published blotter 

should be construed as a finding of guilt.

Police Blotter

Walton man pleads guilty 
to burglary charge

Sidney man sentenced to  
prison for selling fentanyl

Davenport man released from  
jail awaiting appeal

Superior court states ‘reasonable possibility of reversal’

Regular Advertisements In The Reporter Are Money Makers.

Delhi man sentenced to  
6 mo. jail for manslaughter

Walton woman gets  
conditional discharge on DWI 

Walton man sentenced to  
prison for drug possession

Margaretville  
man indicted for  

animal cruelty



11March 28, 2024 The Reporter    •    The-Reporter.net

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 12pm to 4pm 
46610 St Hwy 10, Delhi | 607-746-3080

www.heartofthecatskills.org

Adoptable Dog of the Week

ADOPTABLE DOG OF THE WEEK SPONSORED BY:

Shawn J. Smith
District Attorney
Delaware County

Your friends & 
family will be full 

of ‘Envy’
if you adopt him or 
one of his brothers!

Facts on our border
The Democrats seem to be 

of the political opinion that the 
Republicans don’t care about 
the struggle in the Ukraine. The 
Republicans are in support of a 
negotiated peace between Rus-
sia and Ukraine. We are not com-
mitted to an open ended proxy 
war. We Americans are willing to 
give another $60 billion to pro-
tect the borders of Ukraine, but 
only if we defend and protect our 
own southern border at the same 
time. CLOSE THE BORDER. That 
is what the American voters want 
from the Republican House.

Biden rescinded over 90 of 
Trump’s border policies when he 
took office, thereby opening the 
boarder. Now he says the border 
is broken and he needs the Re-
publicans to pass the senate Bor-
der Bill. The truth is he does not 
need a bill or congress to close 
the border. He has the authority 
invested in him by the Constitu-
tion. Article 4 section 4 “The Fed-
eral Government shall protect 
each state against invasion.” This 
is about invasion and against do-
mestic violence, some 10 million 
have crossed the border in the 
last three years. (Customs and 
Border Protection website)

The truth is Biden does not 
want to close the border. The 
Democrats are trying to convince 
you, the independent voters, that 
we Republicans do not want to 
pass the Senate Bill. Is that true?

Reasons WHY:
1. The bill would only be good 

for three years. It gives the au-
thority to Customs and Border 
Protection to expel illegal aliens 
back across the border only 
during extraordinary migration 
emergency.

2. The emergency is at the dis-
cretion of Customs and Border 
Protection. (Biden, Moyorkas)

3. If the Customs and Border 
Protection encounters 5,000 il-
legal aliens per day for seven 
days the boarder will be closed 
temporarily, until 35,000 are pro-
cessed.

4. If catch and release is passed 
into law, families will have to be 
released without supervision.

5. Children cannot be kept in 
detention for more than 20 days. 
This would encourage more chil-
dren going through the system to 
get lost. (85,000 migrant kids are 
missing, not accounted for under 
the Biden Administration.)

6. Requiring the taxpayer to 
fund deportation defense attor-
ney.

These are just some of the fun-
damentals of this bill, there are 
more.

Biden opened the border with-
out the consent of the American 
people. Thereby creating the 
only country in the world with 
an open border. So why does he 
want to keep the border open at 
such a great loss of lives, robbery, 
rape, drugs, child slavery, and 
more...

The Democratic strategy is that 
these illegals are cheap labor 
and will become citizens on the 
Democratic fast track and vote 
for Democratic candidates to 
keep them in power.

If we don’t VOTE Biden’s woke 
administration out of office, we 
could be looking at 15 to 20 mil-
lion more “illegals” by Jan. 20, 
2029.

So don’t be fooled again - we 
can’t afford it. Vote with us if only 
this one time.

KURT HOLCHERR
FLEISCHMANNS

The Reporter welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must include the 
writer’s name, address and phone number for verification, but only 
the writer’s name and town of residence will be printed. Letters to the 
editor are not to be used as a community calendar. The Reporter reserves 
the right to edit letters for length and / or content. Letters deemed 
inappropriate will be rejected. Opinions expressed in this section do not 
necessarily reflect those of The Reporter. Endorsement letters for political 
candidates are not accepted and are considered paid advertisements. A 
paid endorsement notice can be purchased in three sizes: 50 words or less 
for $15; 51-175 word endorsement - $50 or 176-300 words for $75. Submit 
letters by email to editor@The-Reporter.net or by U.S. mail to 39 Elm St., 
Delhi, NY 13753

By Art Siegel

Mark Twain’s well known ad-
age, “Everyone complains about 
the weather but no one does any-
thing about it,” has found many 
analogous applications for more 
than a century, but perhaps none 
more appropriate than those 
who would use it to describe 
our nation’s porous borders. If 
we think of Twain’s “Everyone 
complains about the weather” 
as America’s so-called “border 
crisis,” we may think of decades-
long federal administrations and 
congresses as Twain’s, “no one 
does anything about it.” Com-
mentaries related to the nation’s 
immigration policies date back 
to Benjamin Franklin and our 13 
British colonies. Many European 
immigrants abandoned 17th, 
18th and 19th century Europe 
to find a new, more abundant 
life and accessible fertile land 
in America. Yet, as early as the 
1750s, Benjamin Franklin could 
foresee a crowded America be-
reft of economic opportunities.  

Franklin’s essay, (1751), “Ob-
servations Concerning the In-
crease of Mankind, Peopling of 
Countries, etc.,” recommends 
that an overcrowded England 
send more of their subjects to 
its American colonies to grow 
into a much greater and more 
influential England. He correctly 
reasoned that population in the 
colonies grows exponentially 
(doubles) every 25 years and 
would soon be greater than that 
of the mother country. Neverthe-
less, Franklin recognized the lim-
its to growth even before it had 
begun because of his observation 
of Europe’s limited economic 
opportunity for 90% of Europe’s 
population. Fertile agricultural 
land was the primary measure of 

wealth in 18th and 19th century 
Europe. Early 19th century nov-
elists Jane Austin and Honore’ 
de Balzac incidentally describe 
wealth according to land owner-
ship and its wealth accumulating 
and income earning potential. 
Only 10% of Western European 
society could own enough pro-
ductive land to achieve financial 
security and a life of abundance 
and dignity. In spite of the fact 
that wealth is much greater in 
the U.S. today for virtually every-
one than any colonial American 
could have imagined, the pat-
tern of wealth distribution today 
is disturbingly similar to that of 
19th century Europe. 

In 2019, according to the Fed-
eral Reserve Board, approxi-
mately 76% of U.S. accumulated 
wealth belongs to only 10% of U.S. 
population. Presciently, Frank-
lin forewarned that the limit to 
economic expansion reached 
in Europe but not in America in 
the 18th century, should stabilize 
in America when the “crowding 
and interfering with each other’s 
means of subsistence finally oc-
curs.” This last concept would in-
spire Thomas Malthus, late 18th 
century political economist, to 
write his dire “Malthusian” inevi-
table overpopulation growth and 
starvation observations (1798, 
“Principle of Population”). 

In 1965, the 89th Congress 
passed the Immigration and 
Nationality Act and President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson signed it 
into law. This act succeeded the 
long held immigration National 
Origins Formula (1924). The 
“National Origins Formula” ad-
mitted a strictly limited number 
of immigrants based on the per-
centages of citizens representing 
the current population of each 
resident national origin. This for-
mula was designed to preserve 

the current mix of nationalities. 
This period was marked by rela-
tively low annual immigration 
(an average of 231,000 between 
1920 and 1970).

Since 1965, the number of im-
migrants has steadily grown, both 
legal and illegal. According to the 
Dept. of Homeland Security, 2.6 
million immigrants came to live 
and/or work in the U.S. (2022), 
the largest number in American 
history. In 2023, federal officials 
encountered 2.1 million unau-
thorized arrivals. Since 1970, 
U.S. population has grown from 
217 million to 336 million today, 
primarily immigrant driven. One 
essential question related to this 
record flow of immigrants comes 
to mind. 

If immigration policy should 
first serve the welfare of the re-
ceiving nation, how well is cur-
rent U.S. immigration policy 
influencing American environ-
mental/economic sustainability 
and quality of life: food security, 
housing security (homeless-
ness), educational opportunities 
and medical services, to name 
only a handful of the most seri-
ous quality of life issues? Since 
1970, land per capita of every 
description and resource poten-
tial has declined by 65% as well 
as access to our nation’s nation-
ally elected officials which has 
remained essentially static since 
Alaska was admitted as the 50th 
state in the union in 1959 (the 
Congress limited the number 
of House of Representatives at 
435 in 1911). Nationwide, ac-
cording to U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, 650,000 are homeless to-
day as compared to 228,000 in 
1990 and 18,000 died last year 
as a result, almost as many as 
the 19,000 Americans who died 
of gun murder in 2022. Housing 
costs in inflation-adjusted dol-
lars has doubled since 1970 and 
home equity has declined in re-
cent years. U.S. Census Bureau 
reports of homeownership rates 
indicate little increase from 1960 
(62%) to 2022 (65%). Forty mil-
lion Americans are moderately 
or severely food insecure. Lim-
ited-English-Proficiency (LEP) 
students number 10 million in 
spite of teacher shortages and 
strained local school budgets. 
National worker productivity has 
increased 300% but U.S. work-
ers benefited by only 20%- 50%. 
While Americans without health 
insurance has decreased re-
cently, 8% of Americans are still 
without health insurance and 
many more are inadequately 
covered. If mass immigration is 
ameliorating any of the above 
socio-economic pathologies, the 
American people need a detailed 
explanation of precisely how this 
has been achieved. Please, no 
hackneyed expressions: “This is 
a nation of immigrants” or vague, 
feckless offers of “comprehensive 
immigration reform.” Actually, 
in October 2023, the Census Bu-
reau’s Current Population Survey 
shows that the foreign-born pop-
ulation reached 49.5 million, 15% 
of U.S. population, the highest in 
U.S. history. Yet, 85% of Ameri-
cans are still native born.

Ultimately, both Democrats 
and most Republicans have nei-
ther the consciousness, nor the 
will to end mass immigration. 
Those significant minorities of 
Republicans who do vigorously 
oppose mass immigration rarely 
invoke the strongest reason to 
oppose it - it is the environment, 
stupid. That is not so surprising. 
The League of Conservation Vot-
ers, year after year, point to the 
failure of most Republicans to 
support environmental legisla-
tion. Republican laissez faire, 
supply-side economics is con-
sistent with opposition to per-
ceived environmental legislative 
interference with what environ-
mentalists call “the hegemony of 
growth.” Democrats have grown 
to believe literally and/or philo-
sophically that all eight billion 
people on this planet have a God-
given right to settle in America 
(U.S. population 1950, 150 mil-
lion, 2023, 336 million). Current 

immigration policy is now an 
integral part of our culture but 
even if mass immigration has any 
genuine economic advantage, it 
is an environmentally/economi-
cally unsustainable addiction. 
Concern about the difference be-
tween legal and illegal is clearly 
valid but immigration is far more 
about numbers than documen-
tation and a balance between our 
limited productive environment 
and our rapidly expanding popu-
lation (25 million/decade or the 
equivalent of three New York 
Cities). One New York City alone 
built six reservoirs in the Catskill 
region, three more New York Cit-
ies in the next decade alone will 
need 18 more reservoirs in some-
one else’s agricultural/forested 
backyard. Moreover, accord-
ing to the United Nation Global 
Footprint Network, the globally 
available hectares per person 
(gha/person) for sustainable 
development are 1.6 gha of bio-
logically productive surface area. 
A hectare = 2.49 acres. The U.S. 
has a per capita bio-capacity of 
3.76 gha but an actual footprint 
of 8.2 gha. Therefore, the U.S. 
is excessively bio-capacity-de-
pendent and economically and 
environmentally unsustainable 
and “the hegemony of growth” is 
tantamount to an environmental 
Ponzi scheme. In 1960, the U.S. 
could boast almost 2.5 acres of 
arable land per capita, today that 
figure has declined by 50% (1.25 
acres). The U.S. currently con-
sumes 25% of global goods and 
services, owns 30% of the worlds’ 
accumulated wealth, receives 
25% of global income and 13% 
of all global imports. Yet, we are 
only 4.6% of the world’s popula-
tion. Our current environmen-
tal footprint exceeds more than 
200% of our own land area. For 
these reasons, please consider in 
some detail why America needs 
more citizens from a world grow-
ing by one billion every twelve 
years (95% in the third world), 
in an already grossly unsustain-
able national and global environ-
ment.

Can the U.S. humanely close 
its borders if it wished? Yes, if it 
wished. It could start raising its 
foreign aid from, shamefully, the 
lowest (percent of GDP) among 
the next 27 more generous but 
less wealthy countries to reduce 
the “push” factor of desperately 
poor people to leave their eco-
nomically declining native land. 
Two billion people have no ac-
cess to clean, potable water 
(diarrhea, dysentery, cholera, 
typhoid and polio); almost one 
billion are desperately food in-
secure, two billion do not have 
even rudimentary sanitary facili-
ties, three billion people earn less 
than $5/day. The U.S. could sim-
ply vigorously enforce current 
immigration law and reintroduce 
“remain in Mexico” style policies. 
We could revise outdated 14th 
amendment articles provided to 

ensure U.S. citizenship to newly 
emancipated slaves which cur-
rently allow foreigners to estab-
lish residency by giving birth to 
“anchor babies” in the U.S. These 
measures alone would more eco-
nomically ameliorate life-threat-
ening immigrant journeys across 
inhospitable territories, by-pass 
catch-and-release, detention/
imprisonment, family separation 
and enhance national security. 
We may need a “wall”; but we 
definitely need a WILL.

Mark Twain knew very well 
that no one can “do anything 
about the weather.” Nevertheless, 
he knew that we could do much 
about many other things. He 
cleverly wrote his humorous re-
mark, “Everyone talks about the 
weather…” to mask his ridicule 
for those who do little or noth-
ing about everything. Until we 
understand the primary reasons 
for an end to mass immigration 
everyone will “complain about 
the weather but no one will do 
anything about it.”

The mantra, “a nation of im-
migrants” is currently an integral 
part of the American Zeitgeist 
(spirit of the times). Many would 
say that I am on the wrong side 
of history and social science. In 
some globalist, moralist, self-
sacrificing sense, perhaps I am, 
yet I prefer to stand on the side 
of common sense, the “whole 
truth” and the quality of Ameri-
can life.

Art Siegel resides and works on 
his tree farm in Walton. Sustain-
able and productive stewardship 
are his primary goals. He earned 
a bachelor of science in biology, 
a master of science in education 
at Wagner College and a mas-
ter of science in school adminis-
tration at the City University of 
New York. Art is a retired English 
teacher and dean of students, 
certified tree farmer with the Na-
tional Tree Farm System, Mas-
ter Forest Owner and filmmaker 
(EmArt Productions Ltd). He is 
producer of the films, “Parcelizing 
the Catskills and the Boiled Frog 
Syndrome”, “Once Upon a Time 
on Staten Island”, “Staten Island, 
Then and Now”, “No Requiem for 
Mt. Manresa” and “Escape from 
the Holocaust.” Art produced two 
more documentary film titles 
about pilots of the Eighth and 
Ninth United States Army Air 
Force (USAAF) in the European 
Theatre of War during WW II. 

‘Everyone Complains about the Weather…’
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2020 Mitsubishi
Outlander SEL
Silver, 60,800 mi., 4, Auto, 

AWD, Loaded, HS, BT, Back up Cam, 
Sat Radio, Prev. Rental

$20,475 $349/72 mos.

2014 NISSAN
Sentra

2018 Dodge
Durango GT

2018 Chevrolet
Malibu

2020 Hyundai
Elantra

2023 Chrysler
Pacifica Touring

2022 Chrysler
Pacifica Hybrid

Grey, 120,616 mi., 4, Auto. Loaded
White, 57,500 mi., 6, Auto, 

AWD, Loaded, Back up Cam, BT, HS, HSW, NAV, 
Sat Radio, Lthr, Sun Roof

Gray, 47,100 mi., 4,Auto,
Loaded,AW,Back up Cam

Red, 62,700 mi., 4, Auto, 
Loaded, BT, Back up Cam, Sat Radio , 

Prev. Rental

Black, 13,300 mi., 6, Auto, 
Loaded, Back up Cam, BT, HS, HSW, Lthr Seats, 

Rem Start, Sat Radio, Prev. Rental

Gray, 62,500 mi., 6, Auto, 
Loaded, Back up Cam, BT, HS,HSW, NAV, 

Lthr Seats, Rem Start, Sat Radio, Prev. Rental

$9,975 $241/48 mos. $25,975 $452/72 mos. $18,200 $316/72 mos. $16,475 $282/72 mos. $37,975 $635/72 mos. $26,775 $448/72 mos.

2023 Hyundai 
Santa Cruze
Grey, 8,200 mi., 4, auto, 

Load, AWD, Back up Cam, HS, Sun roof

$34,975 $585/72 mos.

2020 Jeep
Wrangler JK Sport

2020 Mitsubishi
Outlander EV Hybrid

2019 Chevrolet
Trax LT

2019 Subaru
Outback

2021 Jeep
Cherokee

White, 69,300 mi., 6, Auto, 
4x4, Loaded, Back up Cam, BT, PW

White, 27,700 mi., 4, Auto, 
4x4, Loanded, Back up Cam, HS, Lthr Seats, 

Sat Radio, 1 Owner

Bronze, 46,400 mi., 4, Auto, 
AWD, Loaded, Back up Cam, BT, Lthr Seats, 

Rem Start, Sat Radio

Red, 86,800 mi., 4,Auto,
AWD,Loaded,Back up Cam,PS,HS,Lthr,

Sat.Radio,Snrf

Orange, 32,000 mi., 6, Auto, 4x4, 
Loaded, Back up Cam, BT, HS, HSW, Lthr Seats, 

Rem Start, Sat Radio, 1 owner

$29,475 $504/72 mos. $24,475 $418/72 mos. $19,975 $341/72 mos. $21,975 $376/72 mos. $29,975 $512/72 mos.

2022 Ram  
2500

Gray, 38,500 mi., 8, Diesel, 4x4, 
Loaded, Back up Cam, BT, Sat Radio, 

Prev. Rental 

$47,975 $803/72 mos.

2023 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Cross SE

2017 Acura
RDX

2021 Jeep
Grand Cherokee

2022 Buick
Encore

2022 Subaru
Outback

Silver, 5,300 mi., 4, Auto, 
AWD, Loaded, Back up Cam, BT, Hs, NAV, 

1 Owner

White, 59,500 mi., 6, Auto, 
AWD, Loaded, Back up cam, Bt., HS, Lthr, 

Sun Rf, Sat Radio

Blue, 19,200 mi., 6,Auto, 
4x4, Loaded, Lthr, Back up Cam, HS, HSW, 

Sat Radio, 1 owner

Silver, 32,200 mi., 4,Auto,
AWD,Loaded,Back up Cam,Rem.Start,

Sat.Radio,1 Owner!

Charcoal, 79,300 mi., 4,Auto,
Loaded,AWD,HS,Back up Cam,Sat Radio

$26,975 $451/72 mos. $22,475 $430/66 mos. $36,975 $632/72 mos. $22,675 $379/72 mos. $24,975 $417/72 mos.

2021 Ford  
F-250 XLT 

2021 Ram  
1500 Warlock

2020 Chevrolet 
Silverado

2019 Ram 
1500 

2017 Chevrolet 
Silverado LT 

Black, 46,100 mi., 8,Auto,Loaded,4x4, 
Back up Cam, Sat Radio, 

1 Owner. Prev. Rental

Blue, 17,200 mi., 6, Auto, Loaded, 4x4, 
Aux, Back up cam, Tow, Sat Radio

Blue, 43,600 mi., 8, Auto, 
Loaded, Back up, BT, Lifted

Black, 43,800 mi., 8, auto, 4x4, 
Loaded, Back up cam, Bed liner, Sat Radio

Red, 32,700 mi., 8,Auto,4x4,
Loaded,Back up Cam,HS,Rem.Start,

Sat.Radio,Tow Pkg

$44,200 $740/72 mos. $33,975 $581/72 mos. $38,975 $667/72 mos. $29,975 $513/72 mos. $28,975 $555/66 mos.

“Last Th ursday, March 21, it 
started out at 19 degrees and 
rose to 28. We had fl urries and 
lake-aff ect snow. When Friday, 
March 22 arrived, it started at 16 
degrees, but by 10 o’clock the sky 
was all cloudy, and we were put 
under a winter storm advisory 
overnight and into the next day.

We woke up on Saturday morn-
ing, March 23 and we had two 
inches of snow on the ground. It 
was 30 degrees and we had freez-
ing rain, which then changed to 
sleet.

We then changed to rain which 
melted all the snow. But by 1 
o’clock in the afternoon the rain 
changed back to snow and gave 
us two more inches.

And then the temperature fell, 
and everything that was wet and 
soggy froze. Sunday, March 24 
started at 13 degrees, rose to 34 
and it was sunny. All the snow 
melted. And then we had Mon-
day, March 25 which was 17 de-
grees, but by afternoon it was 54. 
Tuesday, March 26, wasn’t to be 
believed. It started at 25 degrees 
and went all the way to 61 de-
grees in the afternoon. We were 
running around in T-shirts feel-
ing sweaty out there. Wednesday 
it started at 40 degrees and we got 
rain. We can add that rain to our 
total of 5.51 inches for the month, 
but once that all clears out, we’ll 

have a couple of cool days in the 
low 40s but the holiday weekend 
will be back up in the upper 40s 
and low 50s, and it should be 
sunny. So, all in all, I wish this 
would straighten itself out be-
cause you don’t even know what 
to dress in anymore because you 
dress up for cold weather in the 
morning and by afternoon it’s 
like ‘Oh I can’t believe it’s this 
warm out there!’ Spring does 
that occasionally. It’ll probably 
straighten itself out.

So enjoy your holiday.” ~ Frank 
Ward

Weather Words with Frank 
Ward FREE video forecast and 
summary reports can be found at 
the-reporter.net on Mondays and 
Th ursdays, and on Th e Reporter’s 
Facebook page.

3 copywriting tips Th at AI doesn’t use
By Ray Pucci 

AI is masterful at sentence 
construction and grammar, but 
can it convince your audience 
to buy from you? Not like these 
three copywriting tactics can.

Th ink about how your audi-
ence speaks

When writing copy, you want 
to match your language use to 
how your target audience speaks 
and how they would search for 
you. For instance, are there slang 
references for your business or 
product that they would use? In-
corporate that in your headings 
and blog posts. When reading (or 
skimming) the content of your 
site, you want them to think — 
they are just like me.

Use a conversational tone
Building on the suggestion 

above, think about writing the 
way your audience would speak 
about your product or service. 
For instance, you may choose to 
write “We have many delicious 
options in our bakery including 
cookies, cakes, and pies.” Th at’s 
a lot of words that don’t do any-
thing. People just want to know 
what you have at your bakery. So, 

make it punchy and don’t think 
about your elementary school 
teacher reading it. Consider, in-
stead, “Cakes, cookies, and pies 
worth blowing your diet over.” 
Th is works because it places 
what your audience may be won-
dering — what do they sell? — at 
the beginning and ends with an 
endorsement. Address what’s in 
it for them

If you do nothing else on your 
website, follow this one tip. Write 
from the point of what’s in it for 
your target audience —as they 
would perceive it, not what you 
think is the reason they should 
care. 

What do you read in your re-
views? What do customers tell 
you? When someone raves about 
you, what are they saying? Use 
that language to derive what they 
see as the benefi t to what you’re 
selling.

Get creative. Don’t just write 
what you do. Th at’s not the true 
benefi t. Instead, ask “How does 
what you do make them feel bet-
ter?”

If you clean carpets, for in-
stance, and your company has 
a sense of humor that your au-
dience enjoys, you might write: 

“Carpets so clean your mother-
in-law will have to fi nd some-
thing else to complain about.” It’s 
memorable, it’s identifi able, and 
it will resonate with your target 
market when they think, yeah, 
I’m tired of her judging me. I’m 
going to call this company. I need 
this.

AI is amazing for gathering 
your thoughts, outlining, and 
writing simple pieces. It’s also a 
great place to start for blogs and 
website content. However, AI is 
not yet capable of understanding 
the subtle nuances and creative 
approaches that will get your au-
dience talking about you. Until 
the machines take over, business 
needs good copywriting, and 
these tips will help get you there. 

Ray Pucci is the president of 
the Delaware County Cham-
ber of Commerce. Th e Delaware 
County Chamber of Commerce 
believes that healthy communi-
ties begin with prosperous busi-
nesses. By taking action in key 
areas - ADVOCATE, CONNECT, 
and GROW - we are the unifi ed 
voice of business for the improve-
ment of our communities. Visit 
delawarecounty.org for more in-
formation.

Weather Words with 
Frank Ward

Strange weather

fi le photo
Walton Weather Observer 
Frank Ward

TEXTING AND DRIVING
MAKES GOOD PEOPLE LOOK BAD.

TEXTING AND DRIVING
MAKES GOOD PEOPLE LOOK BAD.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG

TEXTING AND DRIVING
MAKES GOOD PEOPLE LOOK BAD.

TEXTING AND DRIVING
MAKES GOOD PEOPLE LOOK BAD.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG
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By J. Lawrence-Bauer

MARGARETVILLE - Fourteen 
Margaretville Central School 
Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA) 
Chapter students traveled to the 
New York State Leadership Con-
ference at the Villa Roma Resort 
in Sullivan County. Before it was 
over, all nine presenting students 
earned medals, accumulating 
two gold medals, one silver med-
al and three bronze medals in 
individual or team competitions. 
Four of the chapter members 
were invited to travel to Seattle, 
Washington in June to partici-
pate in the FCCLA National Con-
ference. 

Dove Karn, the veteran home 
and careers teacher who serves 
as advisor to the group - and lead 
chaperone - was honored with 
“The Spirit of Advising” state 
award. The award recognizes a 
chapter advisor who “is consis-
tently, faithfully and often quietly 

working behind the scenes to en-
sure the success of the students.” 
Karn, whose chapter has grown 
in recent years, said that taking 
14 students to the conference set 
a new school record for atten-
dance. Of those, nine students 
actually competed for medals, 
which was also a school record. 
Karn was joined at the event by 
chaperones Tim Joedicke and Ju-
lia Marks.

Gold medalists in judging in-
cluded LilliAnn Van Benschoten 
in the fashion construction divi-
sion and Amelia Marks who en-
tered in the food innovation cat-
egory. Van Benschoten designed 
and made a ball gown which she 
not only used as her contest en-
try but also then wore to the mas-
querade ball held for attendees 
on Thursday evening. Marks won 
her gold for the development of a 
unique new recipe for chocolate 

chip cookies that made the cook-
ies a healthier treat than tradi-
tional recipes.

Silver medals were awarded 
to Avery Fairbairn and Madison 
Rizzo who competed as a team in 
the repurpose and redesign cate-
gory, in which they redesigned a 
piece of clothing. Based on their 
scores, Van Benschoten, Marks, 
Fairbairn and Rizzo earned invi-
tations to compete at the nation-

al level conference this June. 
First time attendee Addison 

Passarelli grabbed a bronze med-
al for a project in the focus on 
children category. Her presen-
tation, titled “Walk a Mile in My 
Shoes” featured a major project 
she developed and deployed in-
troducing second grade students 
to the topic of career exploration 
through a multi-media presenta-
tion. Gabriella Sines and MacK-
enzie Hubbell, also first time 

competitors, competed as a team 
in the sports nutrition category 
having designed a nutritional 
plan for a skier and a basketball 
player to improve their nutri-
tion for better performance. Like 
Passarelli, they earned a bronze 
medal. Aurora Riley and River 
Williams also earned bronze 
medals competing as a team in 
the culinary arts category as they 
prepared food dishes before a 
panel of judges.

In addition to the medalists, 
MCS students attending the 
state conference included Angel 
Garcia-Jimenez, Taylor Hubbell, 
Julia Salazar Balcom, Joey Bry-

bag, and Grace Fairbarin who did 
not enter the STAR competitions. 
Van Benschoten and Marks, both 
junior leaders in the state organi-
zation, completed their terms as 
leaders and are now eligible to 
become officer-elects at the na-
tional level.  

More than 178 students from 
around the state attended the an-
nual conference with 120 of them 
actually competing in the STAR 
events. In order to compete at 
the national conference in June, 
students will now have to create a 
variety of fundraising projects to 
raise money for their air fare and 
hotels. 

Margaretville students earn gold at leader conference
MCS advisor honored with state award

The Delaware County Coun-
selor’s Association will host the 
annual Delaware County College 
and Career Fair from 9-11 a.m. 
Thursday, April 10 at SUNY Delhi 
in the Clark Field House.

The College and Career Fair 

will feature representatives from 
more than 50 colleges, technical 
schools, local employers, and 
the military - all under the same 
roof. This is a great opportunity 
to meet and connect with admis-
sions and career representatives.

For more information about 
the Delaware County Counselors 
Association College and Career 
Fair and to receive the complete 
list of colleges that will partici-
pate contact Jefferson Central 
School at 607-652-7821, ext 119.

contributed photo
Fourteen MCS students and their FCCLA Advisor Dove Karn 
spent three days at the Villa Roma Resort in Sullivan County 
last week to attend the leadership conference themed “Branch-
ing Out.” Front row, from left are Madison Rizzo, Angel Garcia-
Jimenez, LilliAnn Van Benschoten and Addison Passarelli. Sec-
ond row from left are Avery Fairbairn, Grace Fairbairn, Amelia 
Marks, and Aurora Riley. Third row from left are Julia Salazar 
Balcom, Joey Brybag, River Williams and Gabriella Sines. 
Fourth row from left, Taylor Hubbell, MacKenzie Hubbell and 
chapter advisor Dove Karn.

J. Lawrence-Bauer/The Reporter 
Amelia Marks shows off the 
gold after winning a medal at 
the NYS FCCLA Leadership 
Conference in Sullivan County 
last week. Marks was one of 
four MCS students invited to 
travel to the national confer-
ence in Seattle, Washington 
in June, based on the quality 
of her presentation at the state 
conference. 

J. Lawrence-Bauer/The Reporter
Avery Fairbairn and Madison Rizzo showed off their silver medal 
for the team competition they entered in the repurpose and re-
design category at the NYS FCCLA Leadership Conference last 
week. The pair joined 12 schoolmates and three chaperons at 
the three day event.

J. Lawrence-Bauer/The Reporter
LilliAnn Van Benschoten waited last week to make a formal 
presentation of her fashion construction project to judges at the 
NYS FCCLA Leadership Conference. Van Benschoten, who de-
signed and constructed the ball gown she presented earned a 
gold medal and an invitation to the national conference for her 
efforts.  

DCMO BOCES is launching a 
new mobile app to help students, 
parents, and community mem-
bers know what is happening on 
campus from their phones. 

According to DCMO BOCES 
Director of Services Bob Avery 
most families use their phones 
as a primary means of commu-
nication, so this app will bring 
many of the features of our web-
site right to their phone, in a 
convenient and efficient form 
optimized for smartphones and 
other mobile devices.

On the app, students, parents, 
and community can read the 
latest announcements, learn 
about programs and  services 
that  DCMO  offers, review up-
coming events, and find impor-
tant documents. 

The DCMO BOCES app is 
available to download free 

from the Apple App Store or the 
Google Play store.

For more information visit 
www.dcmoboces.com

contributed
The new DCMO BOCES mo-
bile app allows users to stay 
up-to-date with school an-
nouncements, learn about 
upcoming events and access 
information quickly.

DCMO BOCES launches 
mobile app

Delaware Academy elementa-
ry students got a musical start to 
their day Friday, March 22, when 
performer Jordan Taylor Hill vis-
ited the school, introducing them 
to traditional African drumming 
and dance. Over the course of the 
morning, students from pre-kin-
dergarten through grade 5 joined 
Hill for a musical experience that 
included song, dance and lots of 

drumming.
Hill brought a number of dif-

ferent African drums with him, 
and demonstrated the way each 
can be played to make different 
sounds. But it wasn’t all drum-
ming – Hill also sang, perform-
ing some original songs, and 
demonstrated traditional African 
dance movements. Students got 
to learn how to play the drums as 

well, taking turns playing along 
with Hill, and all joined in some 
simple traditional dancing and 
singing. 

The visit was arranged by el-
ementary music teacher Nicole 
Buel, funded by grants from 
W.I.D.E. (Womxm for Inclusion, 
Diversity & Equity) and the West 
Kortright Centre. 

Musical performer visits  
Delaware Academy

contributed photo
Students enjoyed interacting with performer Jordan Taylor Hill, who was teaching them to play 
traditional African drums.

College and career fair at  
SUNY Delhi April 10
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Solution to last week’s puzzle on page 15

The Walton Central School 
guidance department has an-
nounced its fifth marking period 
honor rolls for the 2023-2024 
school year.

Students on the superinten-
dent’s list have achieved aver-
ages between 95% and 100% and 
include:

Grade 12: Mackenzie Backus, 
Kylee Carlson, Kyndra Church, 
Isabelle Driscoll, Joseph Fay, 
Eve Foster, David Gatchalian, 
Caroline Gorence, Jonica Green, 
Devin Gregory

Seth Hunter, Makenna Mac-
Gibbon, Colby Phraner, Ella 
Rhinehart, Christopher Swiatek, 
Allene Vesterfelt, Monica Wright, 
Isabella Yetto.

Grade 11: Jordan Covey, Max-
well Dutcher, Olivia Hulse, Elijah 
Jones, Evan Koji, William Neske, 
Arianna Rosario Encarnacion, 
Aurora Siniscalchi, Daniel Sul-
livan, Addyson Trimbell, Reese 
Underwood, Addison Yetto.

Grade 10: Olivia Bartlett, 
Aiden Branigan, Chasidy Con-
stable, Abigail Doig, Matthew 
Eisele, Katelynn Gregory, Gavin 
Harrington, James Koji, Maddox 
Little, Killian McGowan, Carter 
McNamara, Leila Pedro, Lucas 
Rice, Caden Scofield, Addalyn 
Strub, Arwen Tracey, Layne Van-
Valkenburg, Kahrin Vesterfelt, 
Elijah Williams, Delana Wood.

Grade 9: Lucas Carr, Alivia 
Conklin, Raegan Foster, Kath-

erine Gorence, Aubrie Green, 
Ethan Hall, Natalie Hoffman, 
Marcus Marano, Maisy Rhine-
hart, Samuel	 Smith, Ryder 
Stone, Kai Storrer, Grace Walley, 
Tyler Yakalis.

Students on the principal’s list 
have achieved averages between 
90% and 94% and include:

Grade 12: Dominick Arm-
strong, Lacey Bailey, Keagan 
Barnes, Arianna Bohle, Kai-
den Kirkland, Colton Lum, Kylie 
McLachlan, Meka Merwin, Trent 
Sparling.

Grade 11: J.R. Allen Jr., Paige 
Barriger, Ella Beardslee, Aid-
en Chambers, Cadence Clark, 
Jayden Hoffmeister, Brody 
Moore, Jacob Morse, Caragh 
OConnor, Coralee Schwartz, 
Anthony Soto, Emma Thomson, 
Timothy Tweedie Jr.

Grade 10: Gianna Armstrong, 
Olivia Barnes, Christopher Caf-
fery Jr., Nathaniel Harrington, 
Reid Jackson, Delaney Kilmur-
ray, Lilyanna Klinegardner, Nia 
LeRouge, Angelas Mills, Alaina 
Muller, John Napoleone, Grayson 
Palmer, Angel Roach, Hayden 
Robinson, Lo Robinson, Mad-
disen Scofield, Alyson Siar, Kylie 
Wood.

Grade 9: Izabella Armstrong, 
Johnny Ball, Samantha Barnes, 
Elias Bayne, Sapphira Boycott, 
Evelyn Brooker, Aidan Bush, 
Parker Cash, Michael Hunter, 
Payton Landry, Anderson McEn-

tee, Jaedyn Roloson, Joshua 
Smith, Justin Somers, Dylan 
Stanton, Tripp Taylor.

Students on the honor roll 
have achieved averages between 
85% and 89% and include:

Grade 12: Troy Angevine, 
Akyra Barriger, Aireonna Beard-
slee, Emilie Bregenborg, Jayden 
Burns, Larissa Hulse, Nicho-
las Sarrantonio, James Seward, 
Noah Tompkins-Covell.

Grade 11: Camden Endress, 
Ulani Ford, Raleigh Gardepe, 
Peyton Pettit, Christopher 
Schamber, Jaden Serra, Amelia 
Somers, Madison VanFossen, 
Damien Watson, Emma Wood.

Grade 10: Chayce Albanese, 
Maddison Barnes, Riley Bou-
langer, Blair Brown, Ella Camp-
bell, London Gardner, Joshua 
Gladstone, Michael Johnson, 
Caleb Kingsbury, Phade Lindsay, 
Gwynavere Northrup, Gianna 
Pagan, Kyle Schamber, Carson 
Scofield, Darrin Walley, Hayleigh 
Weil, Kyle Wickham, Ethan Wil-
ber, Tenlei Wood.

Grade 9: Lorelai Angevine, 
Jayden Campbell, Lillian Con-
row, Kraygin Constable, Shayden 
Covell, Karley Davidson, Lucas 
Furgeson, Ryan Gardepe, Daw-
son Gregory, Corey Hannold, 
Cale MacNeill, Karlee McCle-
non, Victoria McLachlan, Kaya 
Stanton.

WALTON - The Walton Central 
School Music Department pre-
sented its 2024 performance, a 
dazzling rendition of “Willy Won-
ka and the Chocolate Factory.” 
With a burst of musical and act-
ing talent, students transformed 
the stage into a whimsical world 

where the magic of Roald Dahl’s 
classic tale came to life.

Audiences of all ages enjoyed 
the performance Friday, March 
22 and Saturday, March 23, with 
a special senior citizen-only per-
formance Thursday, March 21. 

WCS honor rolls 

Golden moment: WCS presents  
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
Charlie Bucket, played by David Gatchalian, and Grandpa Joe, played by Derek Basile float away 
during Willy Wonka Saturday, March 23.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
From left, Augustus Gloop played by Jacob Morse, Mrs. Gloop played by Kahrin Vesterfelt, and 
Penelope Trout played by Leila Pedro, perform Saturday, March 23.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
The Oompa-Looompas perform during Willy Wonka Saturday, March 23.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter
Willy Wonka played by Eli Williams reacts after Mike Teavee was 
shrunk during Walton Central School’s performance of Roald 
Dahl’s Willy Wonka Saturday, March 23.
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Answers From
Preceding Week

- PG-13 -

MAR. 29, 30, 31 & APR. 3

Wednesday Matinee 1 PM $6

Adults - $8; 12 & Under - $7 
(MAtinee Price is $1.00 less) 

FridAy - 7 PM
sAturdAy - 7 PM
sundAy -  1 PM

GHOSTBUSTERS: 
FROZEN EMPIRE

Gardiner Place   607-865-6688 
www.waltontheatre.org

WAlton theAtre 

THE 
GATHERING

For Further Information:
607-287-8250

Interested in GOD?
GOD Is Interested 

in YOU!

Fridays at 6:15pm
in Delancey

444 County Hwy 2

JOIN US FOR A

THURS., APRIL 4

at 

Main Street, Franklin
by Donation

CASSEROLE 
& DESSERT 

BUFFET

5PM-7PM

There will be a genealogy drop-
in help program Wednesday, 
April 10, at the Unadilla Public 
Library, 193 Main Street, from 6 
- 8 p.m.

Kathy Ouiment, with 40 years 
of genealogy research experi-
ence,  will be available at the 
library to help with genealogy 

questions, help research your an-
cestors, start your family tree and 
answer computer questions. 

If ore information is needed 
call or email Unadilla Public Li-
brary Director Irene Murphy; 
unadillalibrary@gmail.com; 607-
369-3131.

The Roxbury Arts Group and 
the New York State Council on 
the Arts announced the 2024 
grantees of the Delaware County 
Arts Grants. This regrant pro-
gram, which supports individual 
artists, creative learning, and 
community arts grants, is made 
possible by the New York State 
Council on the Arts with the sup-
port of the Office of the Governor 
and the New York State Legisla-
ture.

The 2024 awardees are:
• The Hancock Community 

Education Foundation will of-
fer a three-day workshop for 60 
after-school program students 
in grades K-9 on Glass Mosaic 
Creation, taught by artist Emily 
Jablon. 

• Arts Inn Collective presents 
the third annual H&R Vaudeville 
Variety Show featuring world 
music, local bands, theater, spo-
ken word and more, Sunday, May 
26, from 2:30-10:30 p.m. in Fleis-
chmanns.

• Mountain Madness will pres-
ent a free immersive theatrical 
event at Kirkside Park in Roxbury 
on Saturday, Aug. 3 at 6 p.m. and 
Sunday, Aug. 4 at 2 p.m.

• The Colchester Historical 
Society will offer a Fun Family 
Event featuring the creation of 
historical games and crafts Sat-
urday, Sept. 21 from 1-4 p.m. at 
the Shinhopple Memorial Cen-
ter, Shinhopple.

• Pillow Fort Arts Center will 
offer a free series of meditational 
movement improvisations with 
NYC-based dance/performance 
collective Birdhouse Sunday, 
June 30 from 12-2 p.m. at Bush-
el Collective, followed by daily 
open rehearsals throughout the 
week from 9-11 a.m. at and a 
work-in-progress showing Satur-
day, July 6 at 1 p.m. at Pillow Fort 
Arts Center.

• Tritown Theatres will show 
a live musical performance of 
“Beauty and the Beast” featuring 
local, non-professional adult and 
child actors with a full, profes-
sional orchestra.

• Isabella Amstrup will lead 
a community Weaving Club at 
Bushel Collective from 2  to 5 
p.m. June 15, June 29, July 13, 
July 27, Aug. 10, Aug. 24, Sept. 14, 
and Sept. 28 (this Saturday will 
be 10 a.m.-1 p.m.). There will be 
a culminating final exhibition on 
display from Sept. 27 through 30 
at Bushel Collective that will en-
gage the community in the ex-
ploration of weaving as practice.  

• Ethan Fox will offer a series of 
free world drumming classes for 
the students of Roxbury Central 
Schools.

• Anna Sea will be showing a 
large, hand-built, hand-painted 
ceramics tile mural at the Stage-
coach Run Art Festival July 6 and 
7, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. both days, at 
her studio in the Franklin Guest 
House.

• Gloaming Project presents 
The Ballad Tree at Kirkside Park 
Pavilion in Roxbury Aug. 16 and 
17 at 6:30 p.m. and Aug. 18 at 4 

p.m. Inspired by Appalachian 
ballads - old English, Scottish, 
and Irish folk songs carried over 
to early North America - the bal-
lads are presented through live 
music, song, dance, and pup-
petry.

• Catskills Old-time Music in 
the Mountains will host a series 
of monthly open jams at Wayside 
Cider taproom in Andes, starting 
Sunday, May 26 from 3-4:30 p.m. 
They are open to any stringed 
instrument players of any level 
wanting to play with others in a 
fun, inclusive atmosphere. The 
jam will start with a 30 minute 
workshop followed by a one-
hour facilitated jam session. 

• Rianna Pauline Starheim 
and her grandmother, Ruth Rose 
Many, will co-create artwork cen-
tered on intergenerational heal-
ing and their caregiving of each 
other. On Dec. 23, they will have 
an open house at their home to 
showcase the photos and essays 
created, along with other pieces 
of art created by their family.

• Peter Kleeman’s Space Age 
Museum project will present a 
free exhibition in the Galli Curci 
Theater on Main Street, Marga-
retville. The exhibit will run May 
31–July 9, open five weekends 
(noon to 4 p.m.) and by appoint-
ment weekdays. See 30+ hu-
man-size robot sculptures built 
between the 1930s and 1990s, 
showcasing the cultural history 
of the Space Age.

• The Hobart Rotary Club will 
present an afternoon and eve-
ning of free jazz, rock, and blues 
at the 2024 Sausage and Brew 
Festival.

• The annual Open Studios 
Tour, hosted by AMR Artists, July 
26-28 opens the door for visitors 
to explore the personal spaces 
and processes of established and 
emerging artists through a self-
driving tour of Delaware County.

• Emma Apicelli, in partner-
ship with Land of Strangers, will 
offer three low-cost workshops 
on zine history and creation. A 
workshop for ages 10-17 will be 
held Saturday, June 29 from 11 
a.m.-3 p.m., and one for ages 18+ 
on will be held June 30 from 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. An exhibition of the 
finished works will be held July 6 
from 3-5 p.m. Workshops and the 
exhibition will be held at the Car-
riage House in Stamford.

• In two workshops, Tabitha 
Gilmore-Barnes will guide 24 at-
tendees through the excitement 
of dyeing locally sourced wools, 
using toxic-free jacquard acid 
dyes and indigo dye kit, at Bird-
song Community Garden. The 
workshops will be held Sept. 13 
and 20 from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Rain dates: Sept. 15 and 22.

• The Book of Awe Project by 
Kathleen Sweeney will entail a 
limited edition photo book, book 
launch and interdisciplinary arts 
exhibition at Diamond Hollow 
Books, Andes, in Spring 2024.

• ArtUp will collaborate with 
artist Gary Mayer to create a mu-
ral of various locales and points 

of interest in Margaretville for 
Zada’s on Main Street (and publi-
cation online), including hosting 
a community input session on 
the design at the ArtUp Gallery 
Saturday, May 4 from 12-4 p.m. 
and an unveiling celebration at 
Zada’s Memorial Day, May 27 at 
3 p.m.

• GG Stankiewicz will pres-
ent Ecoscape, new paintings 
and works on artist-made pa-
per inspired by the native plants 
and fungi living in the Delaware 
County landscape. It will be on 
view Oct. 5-Nov. 30 at the Sidney 
Memorial Public Library, with 
an opening reception Saturday, 
Oct. 5, from 1-3 p.m. and closing 
reception with an artist talk Sat-
urday, Nov. 30, 1-3 p.m.

• “Folk Art in Fiber,” Catskills 
Folk Connection’s biennial tradi-
tional arts exhibit, with demon-
strations and a workshop series, 
offers a display of works by tradi-
tional Delaware County quilters, 
weavers, spinners, and needle 
workers, from Oct. 18 through 
Nov. 24 at the Delaware County 
Historical Association in Delhi.

• Maintenance of the Spe-
cies (MotS) is a publication/zine 
that will explore life in Delaware 
County through the lens of care-
taking (broadly and creatively 
defined). The publication will be 
edited by Iris Cushing and Alex-
andra Egan and feature the work 
of Delaware County-based art-
ists and writer. It will be available 
at Delhi’s Bushel Collective and 
other local retailers in the sum-
mer and late fall.

• Marguerite Uhlmann-Bower, 
sole proprietor of Plant Pioneers 
will be expediting four types of 
art methods that pick-up plant 
frequencies as relatable impres-
sions. She will follow both farmer 
and plant over a period of five 
months photographing, record-
ing and documenting these four 
techniques and Lady Cannabis’ 
response to the farmers’ deci-
sion-making activities. Delaware 
County farmers will be able to ex-
perience this work Aug. 3 as there 
will be a special opening. A one-
week exhibit will be screened at 
The Bushel Collective in Delhi 
Nov. 9 to Nov. 17, with a three-
hour workshop to learn the pro-
cess opening night, Nov. 9, 6-9 
p.m. 

• Amy Masters will be develop-
ing and creating a new body of 
painting work based on the con-
cepts of House, Home, Shelter 
And Community shown in 1053 
Gallery, Fleischmann’s, accom-
panied by an artist talk during 
the exhibit.

• Amy Randall will present 
‘Knot Hollow - Good choices 
make lousy stories’, a one-hour 
monologue about farming, 
friendship, and finding common 
ground, on Aug. 10 at Birdsong 
Farms, Hamden.

Visit www.arts.ny.gov fol-
low NYSCA’s Facebook page @
NYSCArts and Instagram @
NYSCouncilontheArts and www.
roxburyartsgroup.org

2024 Delaware County Arts Grants 
awardees announced

MURAL on Main Art Gallery 
in Hobart will host an opening 
reception for its annual student 
exhibit Saturday, April 6 from 2-4 
p.m. The exhibit will run through 
May 5 at the gallery space in the 

heart of the book village, 631 
Main Street, Hobart.

A variety of works by local stu-
dents will explore the 2024 theme 
- Perspectives: Exploration and 
the Creative Experience through 

Line, Color, Shape and Composi-
tion. 

Participating students attend 
Stamford Central School, South 
Kortright Central School and Gil-
boa-Conesville Central School.

MURAL annual student  
exhibit opens April 6

Catskill Public Theater will 
host a stage warming party Sat-
urday, May 18, from 12 to 4 p.m. 
at Roscoe Fireman’s Field. The 
event will mark the grand open-
ing of the theater’s brand-new, 
state-of-the-art mobile stage. 
The event ensures an enjoyable 
afternoon with live music, deli-
cious food, and various craft ven-
dors. Attendees can look forward 
to a memorable experience as 
they witness the unveiling of the 
Catskill Public Theater’s newest 
contribution to arts scene.

Catskill Public Theater is dedi-
cated to providing free, acces-
sible, live theater experiences. 
In its inaugural year, the theater 
is proud to present “Terror,” an 

audience-interactive play set to 
captivate audiences during July. 
Delving into themes of justice 
and morality, “Terror” challenges 
viewers to determine the second 
half of the play by answering the 
question: Hero or Murderer? You 
decide! With a pay-what-you-can 
model, Catskill Public Theater 
ensures that quality entertain-
ment remains within reach for 
members of the community.  

For more information about 
Catskill Public Theater and its 
upcoming productions, visit 
www.catskillpublictheater.com 
or follow CPT on Facebook. 

catskillpublictheater@gmail.
com or 844-PLAYS4U or 844-752-
9748. 

Catskill Public  
Theater to host stage  
warming in Roscoe

Genealogy program at 
Unadilla Library April 10

Music on the Delaware will 
welcome Mary Fahl, formerly of 
October Project, to the Walton 
Theatre, 30 Gardiner Place, Wal-
ton, at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 
13.

Tickets: adults, $25, seniors, 
$20, and families $40.

For more information call 607-
865-6829 and visit www.musi-
conthedelaware.org

Mary Fahl in Walton 
April 13

contributed photo
Mary Fahl

Thank you to my friends and family for helping me cele-
brate my 98th birthday. I am grateful for my cards and gifts. 
Dorothy Brizzee

Card of Thanks

Subscribe today.    
Call The Reporter   607-464-4009.
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Bring The Family To  
Our House For Easter!

Dinner Available

Sunday Brunch Serving 10am-2pm
Brunch Buffet Includes A Large Selection

Of Both Breakfast & Dinner Items
• A Bottomless Bowl of Shrimp • Hand carved Ham, Roast Beef & Turkey  

• Omelets made-to-order • Eggs Benedict • Scrambled Eggs 
• Cheese Blintzes • Bacon, Sausage & French Toast Sticks  

• Homemade Waffles • Hash Browns • Assorted Baked Goods • Fresh Fruit  
• Seafood Alfredo • Haddock Rockefeller • Swedish Meatballs  

• Garlic Mashed Potatoes • Wide Assortment of Salads
• A Large Selection of Homemade Desserts

• Unlimited Coffee, Tea, Milk & Juice

$26.95 per person, Children 10 & under $13.95, 3 & under FREE$26.95 per person, Children 10 & under $13.95, 3 & under FREE

from 1-7 pm along with the
following specials:

• Prime Rib • Baked Ham
• Rack of Lamb
• Stuffed Salmon 

SHRIMP SALAD BAR 
INCLUDED WITH 

ALL DINNERS.

Make Your Reservations Early!
Main St., Downsville

607-363-7814

Call to Plan a Workshop Near You!

Call the SNAP-Ed Coordinator at 607-832-5750 • DelCoEatHealthy@gmail.com

SNAP-Ed is funded by USDA’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Call Call C o Pl Workshop NeWorkshop NeW You!You!Y

Grand Gorge, 60933, NY-30 Civic Center Sr. Meal Site
10:30AM-11:30AM; Fridays: April 5 & 12

Join a Workshop,

Bring a Friend!

Activity
Add physical activity
To your daily routine

Budgeting
Plan meals ahead

Shop for best prices

My Plate
Eat foods from 

every food group

Nutritional Workshops Available in your Community

NEW! Ten Tips for Adults Workshops include:

UPCOMING WORKSHOP SCHEDULE:

“In April, the library was a 
sanctuary where the scent of old 
books mingled with the fresh 
breeze of spring, and every page 
turned was a step closer to the 
blossoming of the mind.” - Anon-
ymous

As spring blooms around us, so 
does our enthusiasm for events 
and activities at the library. Staff  
is thrilled to present a lineup 
of diverse, engaging events de-
signed to inspire, educate, and 
entertain. 

Th e seed exchange program at 
the library is a fun way to swap 
and share seeds. Whether a 
seasoned gardener or just start-
ing out, everyone is welcome to 
bring their extra seeds and pick 
up something new. Discover 
unique varieties and connect 
with fellow garden enthusiasts. 
Expect everything from colorful 
fl owers to tasty vegetables.

Knit and Crochet group meets 
Tuesdays at 3 p.m. on the main 
fl oor for yarn crafts and conver-
sation. Bring the project you are 
working on and knit, crochet and 
enjoy friendly conversation.

Mahjong on the main fl oor, 
Th ursdays, 5:30-7:30 p.m. for 
everyone who loves to play or 
wants to learn. All skill levels are 
welcome.

Storytime: Fridays, 10:30 
a.m. on the lower level. Songs, 
rhymes, stories, and crafts to en-
tertain your littles. 

Chess/Game Club: Wednes-
day, April 3, 3 – 4:30 p.m. Th is 
week the game club will highlight 
Blokus. Unleash your imagina-
tion and creativity and craft your 
own colorful masterpieces on the 
game board, strategically placing 
each Tetris-like pieces to block 

the competition. Prepare for the 
mind-bending puzzle that will 
put your problem-solving skills 
to the test. All ages welcome.

Reading and book signing:
Who Sees Who at the Zoo: Satur-
day, April 6, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Come 
for a magical morning when lo-
cal author Patricia Lacey reads 
her enchanting children’s book 
“Who Sees Who at the Zoo,” ac-
companied by illustrator Trish 
Drumm. Bring the family and 
dive into the colorful pages of 
this delightful story and meet 
the minds behind the book. Cop-
ies will be available for purchase 
- get yours signed. Perfect for 
young readers and the young at 
heart. 

Teen Makers Club: Feminine 
Footprints Series: Wednesday, 
April 10, 3:30-5 p.m. Embark on a 
journey of artistic discovery with 
our series of classes designed for 
teens. Join us at the library for 
an exploration of art inspired by 
remarkable female artists. Fea-
tured artist: Amy Sherald

Mocktails & Masterpieces:
Th ursday, April 11, 6 p.m. Teens 
ages 16+ and adults are invited 
to enjoy a mocktail and create a 
work of art on canvas with guid-
ance from instructor Linda Kar-
povich. Th e selected painting is 
called “Country Bouquet” and 
features wild fl owers in a mason 
jar. Materials provided and no 
experience is necessary to walk 
away with a masterpiece. Space 
is limited and registration is re-
quired by calling the library at 
607-865-5929.

Chess/Game Club: Wednes-
day, April 17, 3 – 4:30 p.m. Th is 
week’s game club focus is on 
the mind-sharpening game of 

chess. Members of the Downs-
ville Chess Club will be there to 
teach and play. Whether a sea-
soned player or just starting, 
come learn from players who 
will help you elevate your game 
to new heights. Enhance your 
critical thinking skills, and boost 
your cognitive abilities with ev-
ery move you make on the chess-
board. All ages welcome.

NYS Defensive Driver’s 
Course: Th ursdays, April 18 and 
25, 5 – 8 p.m. Certifi ed instructor 
Linda Karpovich will present a 
six-hour defensive driving course 
on the lower level over two sepa-
rate days of three hours each ses-
sion. Upon completion, partici-
pants will receive a certifi cate to 
submit to their insurance com-
pany for a 10% savings on basic 
liability and collision insurance 
for three years. Th e cost to par-
ticipate is $35. Space is limited. 
Stop by the library with payment 
to secure your spot. 

Lego Club: Friday, April 19, 3 
– 4 p.m. Free build and play - al-
low your imagination to run wild. 
Creations are displayed in the 
youth section. Books are avail-
able to spark ideas and building.

Medicare 101: Saturday, April 

20, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Th ose cur-
rently enrolled in Medicare or 
those turning 65 over the next 
year or two - learn about eligi-
bility, how and when to enroll, 
when you can make changes, 
and insurance options available. 
Review and compare what ser-
vices are covered or not covered 
under Medicare Parts A, B, C and 
D. Detail the costs associated 
with medical and drug insur-
ance. Explore and evaluate Origi-
nal Medicare, Medicare Supple-
ment Insurance, Prescription 
Drug Plans and Medicare Ad-
vantage Plans. Th is program will 
simplify your choices, help you 
make more well-informed deci-
sions and explain what Medicare 
means for you. Th is is a virtual 
educational event. Self-register 
with your fi rst name only at //bit.
ly/46pyDF9 

Teen Book Club: Saturday, 
April 20, 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. A 
monthly book club for young 
readers to share their love for 
reading and discuss relevant 
themes with peers. April’s book 
in honor of poetry month is 
“Punching the Air” by Ibi Zoboi 
and Yusef Salaam, a story written 
in verse about a wrongful arrest 
of the 16-year-old poet and art-
ist and his journey through the 
criminal justice system. 

Teen Makers Club: Feminine 
Footprints Series: Wednesday, 
April 24, 3:30-5 p.m. Embark on a 
journey of artistic discovery with 
our series of classes designed for 
teens. Join us at the library for 
an exploration of art inspired by 
remarkable female artists. Fea-
tured Artist: Frida Kahlo

Book club discussion: Wednes-
day, April 24, 7 – 8 p.m. on the 
lower level. Th is month we are 

reading “Th e Personal Librarian” 
by Marie Benedict ©2021. In her 
twenties, Belle da Costa Greene 
is hired by J. P. Morgan to curate 
a collection of rare manuscripts, 
books, and artwork for his newly 
built Pierpont Morgan Library. 
Belle becomes a fi xture on the 
New York society scene and one 
of the most powerful people in the 
art and book world, known for 
her impeccable taste and shrewd 
negotiating for critical works as 
she helps build a world-class col-
lection. But Belle has a secret - 
one she must protect at all costs. 
She was born not Belle da Costa 
Greene but Belle Marion Greener. 
She is the daughter of Richard 
Greener, the fi rst Black graduate 
of Harvard and a well-known 
advocate for equality. Belle’s 
complexion isn’t dark because of 
her alleged Portuguese heritage 
that lets her pass as white — her 
complexion is dark because she 
is African American. Copies can 
be reserved by calling the library 
at 607-865-5929, or by visiting 
www.4cls.org

Origami Extravaganza: Toy 
& Modular Puzzle Making Class 
Friday, April 26, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Get ready to unleash your cre-
ativity with our four-part class. 
Call all your adventurers and pa-
per-folding enthusiasts ages 12 
and up. Prepare to embark on an 
exhilarating journey into the fas-
cinating world of origami, where 
imagination knows no bounds 
and every fold unlocks a world of 
possibilities. 

Earth Day - Make Your Own 
Paper Craft: Saturday, April 27, 
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Come to a 
thrilling Earth Day celebration 
event. Get ready to transform 
old paper into beautiful new pa-
per embedded with seeds while 
having a blast with family and 
friends. Th is eco-friendly extrav-
aganza welcomes all ages with a 
special activity designed to en-
gage children and teens. Adults 
are invited to join in on crafting 
fun but only if accompanied by a 
child. Witness the magic as your 
paper creation sprouts to new 
life when it meets soil, water, and 
sunshine. Let’s spark excitement 
and reduce paper waste together.

Monday, April 1: 3 – 4:30 p.m. - 
Minecraft Club

Tuesday, April 2: 10-11 a.m. - 
Story Time; 10:45 a.m. – Music 
For Munchkins

2:30 – 3:15 p.m. - zoom Lego 
club

3:15 – 4:30 p.m. - Lego Club-in 
person

Wednesday, April 3: 3-4 p.m. - 
Tag – Teen Advisory Group

3:30-4:40 p.m. - Tales With A 
Tail - pre-registration required. 

15-minute sessions. Read to Cad-
bury, a certifi ed therapy dog.

Th ursday, April 4: 3 – 4:30 p.m. 
– crafts and creations

3 – 4:30 p.m. - Minecraft Club
Friday, April 5: Tweens and 

Teens Club - 3 – 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 6: 1 – 3 p.m. – 

artist exhibit opening reception 
- Marti Genaro 

Saturday, April 13: 11 a.m. – 1 
p.m. – Civil War in Sidney – pre-
sented by the Sidney Historical 

Association with special guest 
- Jonathan “Jed” Labounty. Ex-
plore the history and impact of 
the civil war on the community of 
Sidney and surrounding towns.

Th ursday, April 18: 6 – 7:30 
p.m. – enjoy an evening of clas-
sical guitar with Peter Fletcher. 
Fletcher off ers an audience-
friendly solo recital including 
repertoire that runs the gamut 
from the renaissance period 
through the 20th century.

Th ursday - Saturday, April 25-
27: Th ursday 5 – 8 p.m., Friday. 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday. 10 
a.m. - 1 p.m. - Friends of the Li-
brary grand book sale.

Open tech hours: Sidney Me-
morial Public Library - bring 
your device for one-on-one tech-
nology help. Call 607-563-1200 to 
register.

Masonville
Masonville: Th e Masonville li-

brary staff  is happy to help with 

your computer and device ques-
tions whenever they are open 
and not assisting other patrons.

Raggedy Reader – fi rst Satur-
days of each month – 11 a.m. – 
noon.

Yarn club - second and fourth 
Saturdays of each month from 10 
a.m. – noon.

Check www.sidneylibrary.org  
to see more upcoming program-
ming. 

Sidney Public Library April happenings

April at Walton’s Ogden Library
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Sports Reporter

Having a community event? 
Add it to our calendar! 

It's easy, and FREE. Choose submit under 
the calendar tab at Th e-Reporter.net

DELHI - Th e Delaware Acad-
emy tennis team defeated the 
Deposit/Hancock Eagles 5-04 
March 25. 

In fi rst singles, Tabor Reed de-
feated Sophia Aqouaouch 6-0, 
6-0; in the second set Risdon 
Reed defeated Chase Pullen 6-0, 
6-0; and Bryce Burrows defeated 

Alexis Mead 6-0, 6-0 in third sin-
gles.

In fi rst doubles, Tyler Abts 
and Ryan Burrows defeated Au-
rora Emrehe and Albrecht El-
lis 6-0, 6-0; Cooper Cohen and 
Rose Benson-McPheely defeated 
Amadalee Rodriguez and Alyssa 
Ryder 6-0, 6-0 in the second set.

Sports Slates
Schedules current as of press time. Subject to change. 

To view the latest listings, visit The-Reporter.net and click on Calendar.

Delaware Academy All Stars won the inaugural Sidney Futsal 
Boys high school division championship on March 23. Pictured 
from left: Coach Scott Burrows, Bryce Burrows, Ryan Burrows, 
Tabor Reed, Risdon Reed, Cole Vredenburgh, and Eli Rans-
ford. The DA All Stars won the championship game 1-0 over 
the Olympians. The winning goal was scored by Eli Ransford 
assisted by Ryan Burrows.

contributed photo

Delhi boys named 
Sidney Futsal champs

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter

Delhi’s Tabor Reed serves during his 6-0, 6-0 win over Deposit/Hancock’s Sophia Aqouaouch dur-
ing Delhi’s win Monday, March 25.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter

Ryan Burrows reacts during 
his doubles win with teammate 
Tyler Abts Monday, March 25.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter

Bryce Burrows returns a serve during his win over Deposit/Han-
cock’s Alexis Mead Monday, March 25.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter

Deposit/Hancock’s Sophia Aqouaouch plays the ball during her 
game with Delhi’s Tabor Reed Monday, March 25.

Benjamin Patton/The Reporter

Delhi’s Risdon Reed plays the ball during his team’s win over 
Deposit/Hancock Monday, March 25.

Bulldogs top Eagles in season opener

Schenevus softball shuts out 
Walton/Downsville 

WALTON - Th e Schenevus 
Dragons girls softball team shut-
out Walton/Downsville, 26-0 in 
an opening match-up, Tuesday, 
March 26.

Th e game ended in the middle 
of the fourth inning, with Wal-
ton/Downsville connecting just 
once in nine at bats. W/D’s Lo 
Robinson had the sole hit.

W/D pitcher Hailey Card gave 
up fi ve hits and struck out six of 
18 batters faced; Abigail Bojo 
struck out two of the 11 batters 
she faced.

Thursday, Mar. 28
Baseball: WAJ at Charlotte 

Valley 4:15 PM, Harpursville at 
Afton 4:30 PM.

Softball: DA vs Walton/
Downsville at Downsville 4:30 
PM.

Monday, Apr. 1
Baseball: Unatego/Frank-

lin at Greene 4:30 PM, BG at 
Susquehanna Valley 4:30PM.

Tuesday, Apr. 2
Baseball: Sidney at Harpurs-

ville 4:30 PM.

Softball: Harpursville at BG 
4:30 PM.

Wednesday, Apr. 3
Baseball: Walton/Downsville 

at Afton 4:30 PM, Susquehanna 
Valley at Unatego/Franklin 4:30 
PM, BG and South Kortright at 
Cortland tournament.

Softball: DA at Cortland tour-
nament 2:15 PM.

Thursday, Apr. 4
Baseball: Unatego/Franklin 

and Deposit/Hancock at Cort-
land tournament.
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ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS:

YOU MAY *QUALIFY THROUGH 
NEW 2024 RELIEF PROGRAMS

HELP IS AVAILABLE EVEN IF YOU COULD PAY CASH

Qualify Today:  (800) 736-9629
or visit NYImprovementFund.com to see if you *qualify

Do you need a Roof, Windows, Siding and Help paying
for it?

Do you need Energy Efficient Windows & Help paying
for it?

Approved applications will have the work completed by a quality repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING.
Not affiliated with State or Gov Programs. Contractor License: NY: #2719-h14

*Enrollment is only open during a limited time. Programs, appointments, and 
installations are on a first come, first serve basis in your area.

Any leaking, visible damage, or age, may *qualify you!

Drafty windows, energy cost too high, you may *qualify!

Newburgh, NY
RWHudsonValleyNY.com
I-84 | Exit 36B    I-87 | Exit 17

DOUBLE 
YOUR LUCK 

CHEVY COLORADO 
DRAWING

Double your luck with a chance to 
win a Chevy Colorado*!

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK 
LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM 
GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369)

Earn Entries All Month Long! Earn Entries All Month Long! 
Friday, March 29 • 10pm & 

Sunday, March 31 • 4pm
*Actual models and colors may vary. 

2023 Bear Harvest Summary
Harvest increased slightly from 2022; 

harvest density greatest in Catskills
New York State Department 

of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) announced bear hunters 
harvested an estimated 1,356 
black bears (Ursus americanus) 
during the 2023 hunting seasons. 
Th ough rarely seen by most New 
Yorkers, black bears are valued 
by hunters, photographers, and 
wildlife watchers alike, and are 
well established in many areas 
across the state. 

Black bear populations contin-
ue to expand into areas occupied 
historically, said DEC Commis-
sioner Basil Seggos. Th e expan-
sion is a conservation success 
story and robust populations af-
ford great hunting opportunities. 
DEC encourages New Yorkers to 
learn the BearWise basics bear-
wise.org/six-bearwise-basics  to 

help live more responsibly with 
bears and reduce the likelihood 
of human-bear confl icts in their 
backyards. 

Hunters harvested an esti-
mated 485 bears in the Northern 
Zone and an estimated 871 bears 
in the Southern Zone. Th is repre-
sents roughly 6% more bears har-
vested in the north and 1% more 
in the south than in 2022. Th e 
total bear harvest in 2023 was ap-
proximately 7% lower than the 
fi ve-year average.  

Th e Catskill region continued 
to produce the greatest bear 
harvest densities, and in Wild-
life Management Units (WMU) 
3A, 3C, 3K, 4R, and 4W hunters 
took more than 10 bears per 100 
square miles, with hunters tak-
ing more than 15 bears per 100 

square miles in WMU 3K.  
Notable Numbers
• 16.1: Th e number of bears 

harvested per 100 square miles 
in WMU 3K, the greatest bear 
harvest density of any WMU.  

• 550 pounds: Th e heaviest 
dressed-weight bear reported to 
DEC in 2023, taken in the town of 
Windsor, Broome County, WMU 
7S. Scaled weights of dressed 
bears were submitted for 21% of 
bears taken in 2023. 

• 648: Th e number of hunter-
harvested bears from which DEC 
collected teeth to determine the 
bear’s age in 2023.  

• 25: Th e age of the oldest bear 
harvested in 2022. Th e bear was 
harvested in the town of West 
Union, Steuben County, WMU 
8X. Bear teeth from the 2023 sea-
son are still being analyzed. 

• 1: Th e number of bears har-
vested in WMU 7A in 2023. Th is 
was the fi rst bear ever reported as 
harvested in the unit since DEC 
fi rst began tracking bear harvest 
information in 1970. 

Black bear harvest data is gath-
ered from two main sources: 
harvest reports required of all 
successful bear hunters and the 
physical examination of bears 
by DEC staff  and cooperating 
taxidermists. Harvest estimates 
are made by cross-referencing 
these two data sources and de-
termining the rate at which hunt-
ers report bear harvests in each 
zone. In fall 2023, DEC will send 
a commemorative 2023 Black 
Bear Management Coordina-
tor Patch and a letter confi rm-
ing each bear’s age to all hunters 
who reported their bear harvest 
and submitted a tooth for age 
analysis. 

DEC’s 2023 Bear Harvest Sum-
mary report provides tables, 
fi gures, and maps detailing the 
bear harvest around the state. 
Past harvest summaries are 
also available on DEC’s website. 
DEC’s Black Bear Management 
Plan provides information on 
how DEC determines black bear 
population objectives through-
out the state. 

For more information visit dec.
ny.gov/things-to-do/hunting/
deer-bear 

DEC reminds New Yorkers: April 1 
starts spring trout fi shing season

New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) Commissioner Basil Seg-
gos reminds New Yorkers of the 
Monday, April 1 start of the trout 
fi shing season, a spring tradi-
tion bolstered by DEC’s exten-
sive stocking program and New 
York’s world-renowned wild 
trout fi sheries. DEC’s spring trout 
stocking, which began in March 
and runs through early June, 
will include more than 1.9 mil-
lion trout being stocked in waters 
statewide, enhancing the diver-
sity of excellent fi shing opportu-
nities available to anglers in New 
York state.

Seggos said the mild winter af-
forded New Yorkers some trout 
fi shing opportunities during 
the catch-and-release season. 
However, April 1, the traditional 
opening day of inland trout fi sh-
ing season, brings the excitement 
to another level as spring arrives 
and the state’s streams and ponds 
are stocked to provide additional 
opportunities for anglers.

April 1 marks the opening of 
the harvest season after year-
round fi shing was greenlit on 
most streams in 2021, with the 
implementation of an Oct.16 to 
March 31 “artifi cial lures only, 
catch-and-release” season.

DEC trout stocking began in 
March and will include the place-
ment of 1,909,450 catchable size 
brook, brown, and rainbow trout 
in streams and ponds across the 
state by early June. “Stocked-Ex-
tended” streams, listed in the In-
land Trout Streams Regulations 
section of the freshwater fi shing 
regulations guide, will receive 
fi sh every other week for two 
months to enhance season-long 
opportunities for angler success. 
Most streams will also receive a 
seeding of larger stocked trout. 
Spring trout stocking lists, in-
cluding the week of stocking for 
trout streams, can be found at 
DEC’s website.

Stocking information, along 
with fi shing regulations, maps, 
and access information is avail-

able in “Th e Tackle Box” feature 
of the DEC “HuntFishNY” smart-
phone app. Other features in-
clude driving directions to state 
boat launch sites and an offl  ine 
feature that allows a user to ac-
cess information when cell cov-
erage isn’t available.

Visit the DEC website for more 
information on the HuntFish-
NY app and Tackle Box feature. 
Anglers can view trout stream 
reaches, color-coded by manage-
ment category, and fi shing ac-
cess associated with those reach-
es on the DECinfo Locator.

Links to the Trout Stream 
Fishing Map and a User Guide 
as well as fi shing regulations 
and planned stockings listed by 
county are available on the DEC 
website.

A digital version of the 2024 
guide is available to download 
on the DEC website. Hard copies 
are available wherever sporting 
licenses are sold.

Join Delaware-Otsego Audu-
bon Society (DOAS) for a special 
live presentation at the Foothills 
Performing Arts Center, 24 Mar-
ket Street, Oneonta, Friday, April 
19, at 7 p.m. (Note location and 
time change from regular Friday 
evening programming) 

Presenting the evening’s pro-
gram is a DOAS member fa-
vorite – area photographer and 
naturalist, Rick Bunting. Bunting 
spent time in Florida recently 
and came home with photos of 
natural wonders both common 
and uncommon, all of which 
will amaze and at times amuse 
us. Th ere will be stories as well, 
delivered in his unique style. Ex-
perience his enthusiasm, respect 
and ever-present creativity as he 
shares his photographs of Flori-

da’s avian life. 
Th is program is free and open 

to the public and will begin 
promptly at 7 p.m. – arrive early. 
Th e Foothills Performing Arts 
Center venue at is 100% ADA 
accessible. Enter at the Market 
Street (bricked) entrance and use 
the elevators to the indicated lo-
cation. Signage will be available.

Limited refreshments will be 
available.

Th is in-person program will be 
available on zoom as well. Reg-
ister for the zoom program at ti-
nyurl.com/4557csfv 

For more information contact 
Publicity Chairperson Susan 
O’Handley, Delaware-Otsego 
Audubon Society, Oneonta; 607-
643-5680; info@doas.us

CWC provides 
stream cleaning supplies

Earth Day is April 22 - time to 
shower a little love on your favor-
ite stream or community.

Th e Catskill Watershed Corpo-
ration (CWC) provides supplies 
to groups and individuals who 
clean litter and other debris from 
streambanks in the Catskill-Del-
aware Watershed and dispose of 
it properly.

 Heavy duty trash bags, gloves 

and tokens of appreciation are 
available to individuals, youth 
and school groups, church orga-
nizations, civic and business as-
sociations, neighborhood groups 
and teams of friends who volun-
teer to scour streambanks and 
riversides for trash.

Contact Samantha Costa at 
845-586-1400, scosta@cwcon-
line.org to schedule a date and 

time to pick up the supplies.
Th e CWC is a locally based 

and locally staff ed non-profi t Lo-
cal Development Corporation 
responsible for several environ-
mental protection, economic 
development, and education 
programs in the New York City 
Watershed West of the Hudson 
River; www.cwconline.org Montezuma fi eld trip 

rescheduled to April 6
Th e fi eld trip to Montezuma 

National Wildlife Refuge sched-
uled for March 23 was resched-
uled to Saturday, April 6. 

Delaware-Otsego Audubon 
Society Board Director Chris 
DeCesare will lead the birding 
fi eld trip to view migratory wa-
terfowl and shorebirds on their 
annual journey to their breeding 
grounds. 

Participants can plan to meet 

at Montezuma National Wildlife 
Refuge Headquarters at 10 a.m. 
Th ose wishing to carpool can 
meet at the Dietz Street park-
ing lot, across from the YMCA in 
Oneonta at 7:30 a.m.

Participants should bring a 
bag lunch, snacks, water, etc. For 
more details, contact Chris DeC-
esare at 607-244-5496 or email 
chris.decesare444@gmail.com

contributed photo
Audubon hosts fan-favorite Rick Bunting at Foothills April 19

A Florida birding photo journey
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One time use only. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon or 
offer. Valid for any new service except subscription fees. Must mention 

coupon at the time of sale. 

Honest and Reliable, 30+ years experience. Local Collector/Seller  
Putnam/Westchester/Orange/Dutchess and more

Call or text: 917-699-2496 • email: smileLP@aol.com
Hope to hear from you! Thanks!

BUYING COMIC BOOK 
COLLECTIONS!
TOP PRICES PAID!

Water Town Number Date Species Size 
(inches) Water Town Number Date Species Size 

(inches)

Beaver Kill Colchester 2150 April - 1st 
week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 

West Branch
Hamden, 

Walton 1330 April - 
3rd week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Beaver Kill Colchester 250 April - 1st 
week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches
Delaware River 

West Branch
Hamden, 

Walton 1330 May - 1st 
week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Beaver Kill Colchester 2150 April - 3rd 
week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 

West Branch
Hamden, 

Walton 150 May - 1st 
week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches

Beaver Kill Colchester 250 April - 3rd 
week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches
Delaware River 

West Branch
Hamden, 

Walton 1330 May - 3rd 
week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Beaver Kill Colchester 250 May - 1st 
week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches
Delaware River 

West Branch
Hamden, 

Walton 150 May - 
3rd week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches

Beaver Kill Colchester 2150 May - 1st 
week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 

West Branch Harpersfi eld 640 April - 1st 
week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Beaver Kill Colchester 2150 May - 3rd 
week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 

West Branch Harpersfi eld 70 April - 1st 
week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches

Beaver Kill Colchester 250 May - 3rd 
week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches
Delaware River 

West Branch Harpersfi eld 640 April - 
3rd week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Big Pond Andes 230 Spring Brown Trout 8 inches Delaware River 
West Branch Harpersfi eld 70 April - 

3rd week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Big Pond Andes 260 Spring Rainbow 
Trout 8 inches Delaware River 

West Branch Harpersfi eld 640 May - 1st 
week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Cannonsville 
Reservoir

Deposit and 
Tompkins 6820 May Brown Trout 8 inches Delaware River 

West Branch Harpersfi eld 70 May - 1st 
week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches

Charlotte Creek Davenport 440 April - 
2nd week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches
Delaware River 

West Branch Harpersfi eld 640 May - 3rd 
week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Charlotte Creek Davenport 3760 April - 
2nd week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 

West Branch Harpersfi eld 70 May - 3rd 
week Brown Trout 12 -15 

inches

Delaware River 
East Branch Middletown 170 April - 4th 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Kortright 20 April - 1st 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
East Branch Middletown 1420 April - 4th 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 
West Branch Kortright 210 April - 1st 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Delaware River 
East Branch

Middletown, 
Roxbury 90 April - 4th 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Kortright 210 April - 

3rd week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Delaware River 
East Branch

Middletown, 
Roxbury 800 April - 4th 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 
West Branch Kortright 20 April - 

3rd week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
East Branch Roxbury 60 April - 4th 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Kortright 20 May - 1st 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
East Branch Roxbury 550 April - 4th 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 
West Branch Kortright 210 May - 1st 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Delhi 190 April - 1st 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Kortright 210 May - 3rd 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Delhi 1620 April - 1st 

wee Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 
West Branch Kortright 20 May - 3rd 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Delhi 1620 April - 3rd 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Delaware River 
West Branch Kortright 20 May - 3rd 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Delhi 190 April - 3rd 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Little Delaware 
River Delhi 220 April - 1st 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Delhi 190 May - 1st 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Little Delaware 
River Delhi 30 April - 1st 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Delhi 1620 May - 1st 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Little Pond Andes 210 Spring Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Delhi 190 May - 3rd 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches Little Pond Andes 90 Spring Brown Trout 8 inches

Delaware River 
West Branch Delhi 1620 May - 3rd 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Little Pond Andes 210 Spring Rainbow 
Trout 8 inches

Delaware River 
West Branch

Hamden, 
Walton 1330 April - 1st 

week Brown Trout 9 - 10 inches Mud Pond Colchester 90 Spring Brown Trout 8 inches

Delaware River 
West Branch

Hamden, 
Walton 150 April - 1st 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches Mud Pond Colchester 320 Spring Rainbow 

Trout 8 inches

Delaware River 
West Branch

Hamden, 
Walton 150 April - 3rd 

week Brown Trout 12 -15 
inches

Pepacton 
Reservoir Colchester 4550 Spring Brown Trout 8 inches

Trout Stocking: Delaware County, DEC Region 4

Steph Curry, NBA Great, on 
how he deals with criticism: “My 
mom has been telling me since I 
was a kid: ‘It’s not about proving 
others wrong; it’s about proving 
yourself right.’ Th ere’s power in 
that.”    

Friday March 29th is Good Fri-
day. No school and the district 
offi  ces, closed.  Friday also be-
gins spring recess - no school un-
til Monday, April 8, when spring 
modifi ed sports begin. Easter is 
Sunday March 31 - have a great 
break from school and a good 
Easter with family and friends. If 
you have travel plans, be careful 
driving and we hope fl ights are 
all in order if you plan to fl y with 
good weather and no cancella-
tions at the airports.  

Here on the Farm the fellas 
are waiting to do the cows’ feet 
since the weather is supposed 
to be good this week. Th e foot 
trimming got postponed last 
fall so they could get the corn 
chopped and in the bunk for 
winter feeding in good time with 
the weather we had. It has been 
very busy keeping up with the 
cows’ freshening and getting the 
daily chores done. Th e trimmer 
is supposed to come Monday 
and Tuesday - they are in need of 
a good trim since they don’t get 
outdoors to get them trimmed in 
the pasture with the rocks to keep 

the toes from growing too much. 
It is reported that New York is 
fi fth on the top 10 milk produc-
ing states update. Th e top 10 
milk producing states provided 
74.1% of the total U.S. milk vol-
ume in February. In order they 
are California, Wisconsin, Texas, 
Idaho, New York, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Pennsylvania, New Mex-
ico, and Washington. Together 
these states provided 13.4 billion 
pounds of milk, increasing 282 
million pounds from the prior 
year, down 1.4% leap-year ad-
justed. Of the top 10 milk produc-
ing states, New Mexico and Idaho 
experienced the most signifi cant 
year-over-far volume decreases, 
driven by decreasing cow num-
bers. Milk production in Wiscon-
sin increased from the prior year, 
supported by an increase in milk 
production per cow, up 0.5%, 

leap-year adjusted - interesting 
milk news today. Keep purchas-
ing dairy products to keep these 
numbers in good shape in New 
York and for our farmers.   

Masonville Library with clerk 
Michelle Maggio is excited about 
the programs for April. Satur-
day, April 6, at 11 a.m. is story 
time with Raggedy Reader. Get 
Ready for the eclipse, enjoy sto-
ries about the moon, Sun and 
Earth with some songs and a 
craft too. Saturdays, April 13 and 
27 - second and fourth Saturdays, 
10 a.m. until noon - a new yarn 
club. Bring your current project 
whether it’s crocheting, knitting, 
latch hook, all levels welcome. 
Library hours: Tuesdays 3:30 to 
7 p.m., Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and 3:30 to 7 p.m., Th urs-
days 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., Fridays 
1 to 5 p.m., and Saturdays 10 a.m. 

until 2 p.m.     
Th ere will be a presidential 

primary election Tuesday, April 
2 from 6 a.m. until 9 p.m. at the 
town hall in Masonville and you 
are encouraged to vote at that 
time. Mrs. Betty Scott is out there 
getting signatures for the peti-
tions for candidates for the gen-
eral election Tuesday, Nov. 4 also 
to keep in mind. Primary Elec-
tion is Tuesday June 25 from 6 
a.m. until 9 p.m.   

Birthday greetings this week 
starting April: Jason Seeley and 
Colleen McGovernApril 1, Jes-
sica Wormsley April 2, Jeanna 
Schalk and Scott Schalk April 3, 
Tiff any Mott April 4, Young Sam 
Cutting and Paige Jump April 5, 
Ben Tiska, Ondrea Mott, Michael 
Burpoe and Pat Entrup April 6. 
Glenn Heyer Sr. April 7 and Vin-
cent Warner April 8.  

Masonville Federated Church 
services with Rev. Dr. John Helge-
son, 11 a.m. Sundays. Bible study 
Tuesdays in the church din-
ing hall at 3:15 p.m. Girl Scouts 
meet at 5:30 p.m. Food Bank is 
open each third Wednesday of 
the month from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m. Th e last Th ursday of the 
month - Share the Bounty at Sa-
cred Heart Church in Sidney 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Easter week services 
are Maundy Th ursday the 28, 6 
p.m. Communion and Tenebrae 
(turning out the lights) March 29 
12 p.m. Seven Last Words service 
at Sidney Methodist Church and 
Stations of the Cross at Bain-
bridge Episcopal Church (walk-
ing outside) and Sunday, March 
31, Easter, 

7 a.m. sunrise service followed 
by a light breakfast and service at 
11 a.m.
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The Delaware County Senior 
Council is seeking nominations 
for the 2024 Senior Citizen of the 
Year Award. The award honors a 
Delaware County resident aged 
60 or older who stands out in the 
community for ongoing devotion 
of time and talent in a variety of 
areas. The Delaware County Se-
nior Council Senior Citizen of 
the Year committee selects the 
winner from the nominations. 
The winner will be announced 
at this year’s Delaware County 
Senior Council annual meeting 
scheduled for October. Nomina-
tions must be received on or be-
fore July 8, and must be mailed to 
Delaware County Senior Coun-
cil, 97 Main Street Suite #2; Delhi, 
NY 13753. For more information 
or an application, call Delaware 
County Office for the Aging at 
607-832-5750.

Countywide seed swap at Del-
aware County Public Libraries 
through June 1. In Delhi, bring 
your extra seeds to the Cannon 
Free Library and pick up some-
thing else to grow in your garden.

Last week’s trivia question: 
What architect designed the Del-
aware County Courthouse? Isaac 
Perry was the architect. He died 
March 17, 1904.

This week’s trivia question: 
What noted American designer 
was born in Delhi March 24, 
1827?

Community volunteers of the 
week are the community mem-
bers that marched in the Saint 
Patrick’s Day parade despite the 
rain and cold. Thanks for help-
ing make the parade fun for 
everyone watching. A special 
shout-out to Heather Hilson who 
marched with her pony, Flea. He 
was a big hit. Hopefully we’ll get 

to see more of him in future pa-
rades.

This week you can watch the 
SUNY Delhi Broncos Friday, 
March 29 as the women’s soft-
ball team plays SUNY Poly on the 
field next to McDonald’s. Then 
Tuesday, April 2, the team will 
play Skidmore at 3 and 5 p.m. 
Also Tuesday, the men’s lacrosse 
team plays SUNY Morrisville at 1 
p.m. on the turf field. Visit delhi-
broncos.com to find links for live 
coverage. You can watch games 
that have already been played at 
www.team1sports.com/college.

There will be an event, Dance 
Delhi! at Bushel, 106 Main Street, 
Thursday, March 28, from 8 until 
11 p.m. Enjoy Mills & Scotia spin-
ning. Hosted by Meena (meen-
amade). Suggested donation - 
$10 at the door.

The Turning Point of Delaware 
County has hidden eggs on Dela-
ware Avenue, Main Street, and 
Second Street from Bridge Street 
to Elm Street and anywhere in 
between. Eggs will not be on any-
body’s lawn, so respect private 
property. When you find an egg, 
follow the instructions inside. 

The Cannon Free Library, 
40 Elm Street, will host a col-
lage workshop Saturday, March 
30 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. It’s 
free and intended for adults and 
young adults. Come and express 
your creativity, work out your 
stresses and make a collage. Ma-
terials will be supplied.

There will be an Easter egg 
hunt Saturday, March 30 at 1 p.m. 
at the DeLancey United Presby-
terian Church, 444 County High-
way 2, Delancey. All are welcome 
to attend. 

Let the Hamden Hill Ridge 
Riders cook you a homemade 

spaghetti with meatballs dinner, 
homemade rolls and a side salad 
Saturday, March 30 from 4 until 7 
p.m. at 1021 Covert Hollow Road, 
Hamden. Meals can be eaten in 
or taken out for a freewill offer-
ing. There will also be a basket 
raffle.

A special event at Bushel, 106 
Main Street, to celebrate Mi-
chael Peters’ sound-imaging in-
stallation, O Kind Vel’d Sparrow 
Sunday, March 31, from 2 until 
5 p.m. Artist and guest musician 
Al Margolis will construct a live 
performance using words and 
sounds as material in correlation 
with the installation. Margolis is 
a composer/performer, improvi-
sor, and painter. Since 1984, often 
under his project name If, Bwa-
na, he has worked in the field of 
non-commercial, non-popular 
music and sound.

There is a public meeting 
Wednesday, April 3, at 6 p.m. 
at Bush Hall, SUNY Delhi. This 
informational session, orga-
nized by Transitions Catskill and 
Meadow Energy, aims to address 
queries and provide insights on 
reducing electric bills for resi-
dents, akin to the prior agree-
ment the village had with Mega 
(Constellation). Discover how 
NYSEG customers can save on 
their electric bills by subscribing 
to a Community Solar Farm. All 
are invited, as the information 
shared is expected to be benefi-
cial to everyone attending.

Mark your calendar for Delhi’s 
second Annual Delhi Kite Fly-
ing Day Saturday, April 6, from 
11 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the Delhi 
American Legion Field. Rain 
date: April 13.

607-746-3550 • csviafore@gmail.com

Sidney
Good Friday services March 

29 will be held at The First Bap-
tist Church, 30 River Street and 
the United Methodist Church, 12 
Liberty Street. All are welcome 
to attend - both services are at 6 
p.m.

Community Cultural Center, 1 
Bridge Street will host an open 
mic night Friday, March 29. Sign-
ups at 7:45 p.m. Entertainment 
starts at 8 for musicians, poets, 
comedians, etc. Come out to 
perform on the stage. Bring your 
friends. Free admission. 

Sidney Chamber of Commerce 
will have a Business After Hours 
with friends at the Community 
Cultural Center, 1 Bridge Street, 
Thursday, April 11 from 5 to 7 
p.m. Enjoy the evening of net-
working and delicious refresh-
ments from Gavin’s and The Beez 
Kneez. All are welcome to attend. 
Come and see what’s new and 
find out more about The Center 
while visiting with Chamber di-
rectors and members.

Pasta with a purpose for Na-
than Artis’ Eagle Scout Project 
will be held Friday, April 12, serv-
ing from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Sacred Heart Parish Center, 15 
Liberty Street. The all-you-can-
eat spaghetti with homemade 
meatballs and sauce will also 
include salad, bread and home-
made dessert. Eat-in or takeout 
available. Artis’ Eagle project is 
to build a lean-to at the Sidney 
Youth Reservation near Copes 
Corners witch is available for any 
area youth groups to use. 

The Sidney Memorial Library 

will be closed Sunday, March 31 
for Easter.

Sidney Memorial Public Li-
brary, 8 River Street; during 
March the art and photo exhibit 
in the Smart Community Room 
will be Marissa Orizzole and son 
Gavin. For one on one tech help 
with your laptop, phone or other 
device, call 607-563-1200. Help 
available Mondays 1 to 3 p.m., 
and Friday, March 29 from 9 to 
11 a.m. 

School age kid’s programs: 
Mine Craft Mondays 3 to 4:30 
p.m. for ages 8 and up; In-person 
Lego Club Tuesdays 3:15 to 4:30 
p.m. in the PCC; Crafts and Cre-
ations for K through sixth grad-
ers Thursday, March 28; Eclipse 
Glasses and Rockets from 3 to 4 
p.m. in the PCC. For pre-school 
kids, every Tuesday Story Time at 
10 a.m. in the children’s area. 

Tri County Senior Center open 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fri-
days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All 
are welcome. First Wednesday – 
seated stretching exercises; Sec-
ond Wednesday features a mov-
ie; Third Wednesday - exercise or 
Xbox bowling; Fourth Wednes-
day will be a monthly meeting 
and social hour. Every Thursday 
- pitch and hand and foot (cards) 
and Fridays - Mahjong. The Cen-
ter is located at 43 Pearl Street, 
right side of A.O. Fox TriTown 
Campus (use right side driveway 
to back parking lot.) For more in-
formation or questions contact 
Carol Allen 607-563-8065.

Food Bank is open Mondays 
and Thursdays from 9:30 to 11:30 
at the Sidney United Methodist 

Church, 12 Liberty Street.
Catholic Charities Emergency 

Food Pantry is open by appoint-
ment Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
and Thursdays from 8:30 to 6:30 
p.m. 21 Liberty Street. 

Birthright of Sidney NY serves 
Chenango, Delaware and Otsego 
Counties, 21 Liberty Street, Suite 
10. Open Monday 1 to 4 p.m. 
Thursdays and Fridays from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Information is con-
fidential; 607-563-4321; coun-
seling, pregnancy tests, agency 
referrals, baby food and diapers. 

The second Southern Tier Mu-
sic Festival will be held Saturday, 
July 6 at the Sidney Municipal 
Airport with Nashville artist Nate 
Smith, headliner. The opener for 
him - Nashville artist Lauren Wat-
kins with five regional bands per-
forming. There will be camping 
available at the general Clinton 
Park this year with shuttle buses 
bringing people to the concert. 
The 2-day minimum on camp-
ing will allow campers to shop, 
eat, get gas and tour our beautiful 
communities. We will utilize 100 
volunteers from our area and hire 
a large security company. This is 
4 Towns Forward event therefore 
we are collaborating with Afton, 
Bainbridge, Sidney and Unadilla 
towns and villages.

The 4 Towns Forward Com-
munity Yard Sale Day will be held 
Saturday, April 27 in Sidney, Un-
adilla, Bainbridge and Afton rain 
or shine. To have your sale listed 
on the map email 4townsfor-
ward@gmail.com no later than 
April 15.

Unadilla
Breakfast in the Basement 

at the Unadilla First Methodist 
Church, 170 Main Street, Satur-
days, April 6 and 20. Takeout only 
from 9 to 11 a.m. Call 607-369-
2052 for reservations.

The First United Methodist 
Church, 170 Main Street will have 
a rummage sale April 12 and 13 
from 9 to 1 p.m. Donations are 
being accepted and may be 
brought April 11 from 9 to 11 to 
the church basement. No books 
or electronics. 

The Teen Center (Youth for 
Christ Central New York) 16 Wat-
son Street is open every Wednes-
day from 6 to 8 p.m. for youth 11 
to 18 years old. Enjoy arcade, air 
hockey, ping pong, video games 
and more. A youth-friendly meal 
will be available. For more infor-
mation call the YFC office 607-
432-0594 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Unadilla Public Library, 
193 Main Street will host a spring 
‘24 creative writing workshop the 
third Wednesdays during April, 
May and June from 6 to 7 p.m.  
presented by Clara Mae Barn-
hardt. 

The Unadilla Food Pantry, 172 
Main Street, is open Mondays, 
Fridays and Saturdays from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For more info 
call 607-563-7713.

Unadilla Public Library is open 
Mondays and Wednesdays 6 to 
8 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 
p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m., Saturdays 
10 to 2; 607-369-3131; unadillali-
brary.org Federal tax forms are 
available at the library.

Tai Chi for Arthritis class is 
coming to Unadilla Mondays 
and Thursdays 11 a.m. on April 8 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 
156 Main Street. Classes meet 
twice a week for eight weeks. Par-
ticipants must commit to a mini-
mum of 11 classes to join. Classes 
are free and open to individuals 
age 60 +. Call 607-547-4232 to 
pre-register. Sponsored by Ot-
sego County Office for the Aging. 

A genealogy drop-in help pro-
gram will be held Wednesday, 

April 10 at the Unadilla Public 
Library, 193 Main Street from 6 
to 8 p.m. Kathy Quiment will be 
available to help with geneal-
ogy questions, including help 
researching your ancestors, start-
ing your family tree and com-
puter questions. Kathy has a lot 
of genealogy knowledge and has 
been doing it for over 40 years.

On Saturday, April 23 at 10 am 
Unadilla Fire Department will 
dedicate its 100% donated new 
2023 Ram 5500. The purchase 
was made possible by the ex-
tremely supportive family of past 
member Adam Friedman. 

The Unadilla Central School 
and Academy Alumni Associa-
tion will have banquet and an-
nual meeting Saturday, June 8 at 
The Pines at Covered Bridge Gar-
dens, 1532 Covered Bridge Road. 
Social hour at 3:30 p.m.; buffet 
dinner at 5 catered by Sloan’s 
Restaurant. A brief business 
meeting and roll call of classes 
attending will be held. Reserva-
tions are due by May 5. For more 
information contact pbarnhart@
stny.rr.com

The 46th annual Unadilla Car-
nival of Sales will be held Satur-
day, July 13. Vendor application 
and rules at bit.ly/49G1pms

Mark your calendar: 
• Unadilla Community Chest 

Campaign Feb-Aug 2024.
• American Red Cross Blood 

Drives, Tuesday, April 23 and 
Monday, June 24 at Unadilla Fire 
Department.  

• Thursday evenings, July 
through August, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., 
Unadilla Concert Series on the 
Community Lawn.

• Monday, May 27 Memorial 
Day parade and ceremonies.

• Friday, June 14, 72nd Flag 
Day Parade 

• Sunday, Sept. 29, annual fall 
festival at Covered Bridge Mar-
ket.  

• October will have a Hallow-
een Parade, trick or treat and 
events sponsored by the Green 
Giraffe. Date to be decided.

• Santa with Parade Friday, 
Dec. 13. 

SIDNEY/UNADILLA
By Anna Ritchey    755ritchey@frontiernet.net    607-563-1104

Our wholehearted congratu-
lations to Janice Smith of Dairy-
smith Holsteins in Bartlett Hol-
low for receiving the 2024 Golden 
Cow Award at the New York State 
Dairy Ambassador dinner in Syr-
acuse.

Congratulations are also in or-
der to Hanna VanDeusen, the vil-
lage of Franklin’s new mayor and 
Connie Martin, the new trustee. 
Best of luck to you both and 
thanks to Tom Briggs for his years 
of service as Franklin Mayor.

This is a busy week in Franklin. 
Check out the March and April 
calendars for the Franklin Cen-
tral School District sports pro-
gram.

School will not be in session 
for spring break Friday, March 29 
to Friday, April 5 and April 8 for 
an emergency giveback day.

Open Doors Holy Week ser-
vices will be held at 7 p.m. March 
28 for Holy Thursday, 7 p.m. 
March 29 and Easter service of 
celebration will be held at 10:30 
a.m. March 31. The services are 
at the Methodist Church on Main 
Street. Entrance through the Wa-
ter Street side of the building or 
through the front door to the fel-
lowship hall for handicapped ac-
cessibility. All are welcome.

Greater Franklin Food Pantry, 
574 Main Street, will be open Fri-
day, March 29 from 2-4 p.m. or by 
appointment. The Greater Frank-
lin Food Pantry is looking for vol-
unteers. You can contact them 
here: greaterfranklinfoodpantry.
org/volunteer. Pickup of spring 
dinner boxes for Greater Frank-
lin Food Pantry is during regular 
open hours Friday, March 29 2-4 
p.m. for those who preordered a 
box.

St Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Good Friday – Stations of the 
Cross service Friday, March 29 at 
6:30 p.m. All are invited to a free 
soup supper in the meeting hall 
after the service. Easter Sunday 
service will be at 10 a.m. March 
31 with breakfast following the 
service. All are welcome every 

Sunday.
Franklin Fire Department, 

351 Main Street, will host a pan-
cake breakfast, Saturday, March 
30 from 8 a.m.-12 p.m.; price by 
donation. Special appearance 
by the Easter Bunny and basket 
raffles. This breakfast is spon-
sored by Animal Adventure Park. 
Hop on over to the village park at 
12 p.m. for the community Easter 
egg hunt.

Franklin Free Library Film Fo-
rum, Saturday, March 30 at 7 p.m. 
334 Main Street. This month’s 
movie is Where the Boys Are.

Easter Sunday, March 31, ser-
vices at St. Paul’s at 10 a.m. and at 
Open Doors at 10:30 a.m.

Franklin Treadwell Senior 
Club meeting, Monday, April 1 at 
12 noon. Bingo at 1 p.m., Frank-
lin Railroad Museum, 572 Main 
Street.

Presidential Primary Tuesday 
April 2, 6 a.m.-9 p.m., Franklin 
Town Garage, 12480 co. Hwy 21.

Early voting takes through 
March 30 at the  Delaware Coun-
ty Board of Elections, 97 Main St. 
Suite 5, Delhi.

Franklin Town Board meet-
ing, Wednesday, April 3 at 6 p.m. 
at Franklin Town Garage, 12480 
county Hwy 21.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
307 Main Street, Franklin, will 
host its community dinner fea-
turing casseroles and desserts 
buffet Thursday, April 4 from 5 to 
7 p.m.  The monthly dinners are 
in support of the ongoing interior 
renovation project - progress is 
being made. A freewill offering is 
accepted for this “all you want to 
eat” dinner. This monthly dinner 
is in its 14th year where all are in-
vited and welcome to join friends 
and neighbors for dinner and 
social time together on the first 
Thursday of each month.  Dine-
in, or take out is available. 

Franklin Planning Board, 
Thursday April 4h at 7:30 p.m., 
Franklin Town Garage, 12480 
County Hwy. 21.

FRANKLIN
By Carla Nordstrom    franklinreporter13775@gmail.com
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607-464-4009

All Types of ConCreTe Work

Ben Reynolds ConstRuCtion Co.
6636 Dryden Road, Walton, NY

• Specialty–Poured Concrete Foundations
• Excavation • Septic Systems • DrivewaysCO
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OFFICE 607-865-4725
OR KEN (CELL#) 607-434-0483

Cannonsville Lumber Inc.
199 Old Rte 10, Deposit, NY

Phone: 607-467-3380
E-mail: cannonlumber@echoes.net

Hard & Softwood Lumber
Custom Orders • Pallets • Bark Mulch

Seasoned Firewood

BUYING LOGS & STANDING TIMBER
We Do Special Cuts & Products
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N We can get you where you want to go!

Anywhere, Anytime...7 days a week!
SAFE • RELIABLE • FRIENDLY • PROFESSIONAL

CIRCLE OF LIFE
TRANSPORTATION
607-538-3045

61506 St. Hwy. 10,
Hobart, New York 13788

circleoflife@stny.rr.com
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FRANKWALKER, INC.
2628 River Road, Unadilla, New York 13849

(607) 829-5172

Used FarmMachinery Sales &
Complete Auction Service

www.frankwalkerauctions.com
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O
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Service Contracts
Furnace & Boiler Installation & Repair

24 Hr. Emergency Service
Guaranteed Lowest Prices

Family Owned

845-586-4755
or 607-434-3088

1000s of Parts / Service Most Brands
84 Delaware St., Walton • 607-865-6061

McAdams Lawn Mower Inc.
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Outdoor Power Equipment • Lawn Tractors
Chainsaws • String Trimmers • Lawn Mowers

Z-Turns • Much More!

C
U
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M
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A
B
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R
Y KiiKitchens • Baths

Cabinetryyry: Total Custom,
Semi-Custom & Stock

AllAll Types of Countertops

Over
56 Years
of Design &

Construction

Experience27 Smith St., Sidney, NY • 607-563-3400
M-F 8-4:30; Sat 9-12 or by appt.

EX
C
A
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N
G TWEEDIE CONSTRUCTION

SERVICES INC
• EXCAVATING • SEPTIC
FULLY INSURED
WALTON, NY 13856
(607) 865-4913

VICES, INC.
C SYSTEMS

~ Proudly Serving NYS
Farmers Since 1946 ~

Servicing Lawn Mowers to Combines

Dryshod
Boots

WE CARRY PARTS NOT EXCUSES
387 Center Street, Franklin, NY

607-829-2600
www.whitesfarmsupply.comFA
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MICHAEL BRENNANMICHAEL BRENNAN
PAINTING

INC.INC.

Booking NOW:
Spring/Summer/Fall 2024 Exterior

Winter 23/24 Interior

Log Home • Re� nishing Specialist
All Phases of Interior & Exterior Painting

Owner Operated Licensed & Fully Insured Over 30 Yrs. Experience
607-746-7291 631-294-2076
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HOWARD’S LOGGING
Log Length Firewood

Uncut, Unsplit 12’-24’ Lengths
WANTED

Standing Timber
Top Dollar Paid for Good Timber

LAND CLEARING DOZER WORK
Free Estimates • Insured 607-644-3920

Masonry • Brick
Block • Concrete

Cultured Stone
All varieties of Stone Work

 
Foundations/ Repairs

Painting: Interior 
& Exterior

Free Estimates • Insured & Reliable

845-701-9291
zwolfenterprisesllc@yahoo.com

zwolfenterprisesllc.comCO
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607-464-4009

By Dale and Tina Utter

Last year at this time, we were 
suffering from the cold, snow, 
wind and lack of sunshine that 
winter brings and were eagerly 
awaiting spring. We thought, 
how lucky those snowbirds are 
that go off to Florida for at least 
part of winter and escape the 
harsh weather in the north. Then 
a thought - Why don’t we go on 
vacation and head south and 
soak up some of that southern 
warmth!? The next thing we knew 
we were making plans for a trip.

On our way south, we got off 
the interstate in Pennsylvania 
and decided to visit a cemetery. 
To our surprise, we found the 
work of a carver that once lived 
near Oxford. His name was Ro-
swell Hubbard and his stone was 
nearly 150 miles from his home. 
His range is remarkable, consid-
ering the traveling conditions of 
the 1820s-1830s. He is also found 
20 miles north of Utica and all 
points in between. 

Our first stop was Hooded 
Grave Cemetery. There were two 
of the most unusual gravesites 
that we have ever visited. These 
hooded graves, or mortsafes, 
were common in England and 
Scotland during the 18th and 
19th centuries and may be the 
only two in the United States. 
Both graves were for young wom-
en from 1852 and their graves 
were totally covered with iron 
cages standing  over four feet tall. 
The reason for this was most like-
ly to prevent grave robbers from 
stealing the corpses. 

Our next stop was Greenfield, 
S.C., where we were going to visit 
a friend who had recently moved 
there from New York. It was going 
to be a surprise. Once there, we 
couldn’t find the address and the 
neighborhood did not look like 
one we thought our friend would 
live in. A call to her daughter 
cleared things up immediately. 
Much to our surprise, we discov-
ered that North Carolina had a 
Greenfield as well. Next destina-
tion!

The snake-handling religion 
has always fascinated Tina, and 
can be found in southern rural 
Appalachia. We stopped by the 
gravesite of one minister who ap-
parently handled one too many 
serpents. The porcelain photo 
above his name showed him 
holding rattlesnakes over his 
head. 

I was excited to hear of the 
American Indian mounds that 
can be found in the southeast. 
These earthen mounds are found 
throughout the eastern United 
States, even into New York state 
and are remnants of native cul-
tures that existed from 3500 BC 
to AD 1500, which include the 
Adena, Hopewell and Mississip-
pian cultures. The mounds were 
typically found along rivers and 
were used for burial or religious 
purposes with the largest ones 
having flat tops and over 60 feet 
tall. 

The Etowah Indian Mound 
Museum was at the top of our list 
of destinations. We were look-
ing forward to seeing the Native 
American artifacts on display. 
However, when we entered the 
museum, all the display cases 
were empty. Disappointed, we 
discovered that due to the 1990 
Native American Graves Protec-
tion & Repatriation Act, all items 
had been removed. The law pro-
vides that any federal agency or 
museum that receives federal 
funding is required to return Na-
tive American human remains 
and burial items to their respec-
tive descendants. All items that 
had been on display were be-
ing reviewed to determine what 
should become of them.  

The New Echota State Historic 
Site in northern Georgia is a fas-
cinating place and was once the 
site of the capital of the Chero-
kee Nation. By the 1800s, many 
Cherokees were living a lifestyle 
of farming like their non-native 
neighbors. They had developed 
their own system of government 
as well as a written language and 
newspaper. All that changed with 
the discovery of gold on their 
land in 1828. In 1830, Congress 

passed the Indian Removal Act 
which authorized the removal 
of all remaining natives east of 
the Mississippi River to Indian 
Territory now known as Okla-
homa. In 1838, those that had 
not voluntarily moved west were 
now forced from their traditional 
lands. This resulted in the in-
famous 800-mile Trail of Tears 
where thousands of Cherokee 
Indians died. This is a sad page in 
American history. 

The Dahlonega Gold Museum 
Historic Site is a wonderful place 
to learn about this country’s first 
gold rush and see coins minted 
by the government from 1838-
1861. The museum, a beautiful 
brick structure built in 1836, is 
one of the oldest courthouses in 
Georgia. 

The Confederate prisoner 
of war camp at Andersonville, 
where 45,000 captured Union 
soldiers were imprisoned during 
the final 14 months of the Civil 
War and nearly 13,000 died, is a 
sobering aspect of our history. 
As you walk the grounds and see 
and read the displays your heart 
goes out to those unfortunate 
souls that were trapped there, 
their misery and suffering un-
imaginable.

Of course, no trip to Georgia 
would be complete without a 
visit to the Jimmy Carter National 
Historic Site at Plains. We had a 
delightful time in this quiet little 
town visiting President Carter’s 
boyhood farm and high school 
where he and his wife Rosalyn 
attended. And let’s not forget 
the picture I took of Tina next to 
the 13-foot smiling peanut from 
President Carter’s 1976 presiden-
tial rally.

Our first stop in Florida was the 
oldest city in the United States, St. 
Augustine, which was founded 
by the Spanish in 1565. It is also 
home to the nation’s oldest ma-
sonry fort, Fort Marion, with con-
struction lasting from 1672-1695. 
Florida was a British possession 
from 1763-1783. After that, the 
Spanish regained control over 
the area. In 1821, Florida was 
ceded to the United States. The 

fort had many interesting histori-
cal displays.

We did not care for the crowd-
ed coast of Florida so we headed 
inland hoping to catch a glimpse 
of “Old Florida.” We were not dis-
appointed as we saw orchards 
and nurseries, a far more laid-
back lifestyle and fewer people 
and traffic. Of course, we just 
loved Florida’s palm trees, sub-
tropical vegetation and sunshine. 

We worked our way south and 
stopped to visit a cousin that 
I had not seen in 50 years. For 
some reason he did not remem-
ber me but we had a wonderful 
visit as he showed us a few of his 
300 pet alligators. By the way, his 
name was Bob Freer, formerly of 
Bainbridge many years ago. 

We had a memorable airboat 
tour of the Everglades and took 
many pictures. It was unfortu-
nate that our camera did not 
work that day and we did not dis-
cover it until we checked into our 
motel room that night. Oh well, 
we still have the memories.

We visited many cemeteries 
during our travels. We especially 
liked the Spanish moss that we 
saw hanging from the trees over 
the gravestones. It gave the scene 
an eerie, otherworldly feeling. 
The totem poles in a Seminole 
Indian Reservation cemetery 
were special. It will be hard to 
forget the iguanas that were 
scampering about in a Key West 
cemetery. One was nearly six feet 
long. We heard stories of them 
falling out of the trees when it 
gets too cold. 

For our trip home we saved 
the best for last. We stopped in 
north central Tennessee and 
scoured the area for grave hous-

es. These structures were built 
in the southern states from the 
late 1800s into the early 1900s 
and were built over the graves to 
protect them from the elements 
and animals. They resemble little 
houses and the gravestones can 
be contained within them or 
just outside its walls. They can 
be made from any kind of build-
ing material: wood, brick, stone, 
metal, block, etc. Often the walls 
are just picket fences so you can 
see inside. Other times they had 
doors for access or windows so 
you could see inside. Each struc-
ture is unique. Unfortunately, 
many have deteriorated over the 
years and have disappeared. It 
is a shame to lose such a unique 
cultural heritage.   

Another unusual tradition of 
this area are tent or comb graves. 
Again, these are only found in 
the southern states. These graves 
are constructed, most typically 
of two stone slabs but it could 
be metal, in an inverted-v shape 
over the length of the grave. 
Headstones are often placed in 
front of these graves with a foot-
stone in back although there may 
be neither. Usually, a triangu-
lar stone is placed underneath 
in each end to help support the 
length of stone. The earliest ones 
appear in the 1820s. It is believed 
they may have originated to de-
ter grave robbers and may have 
evolved into a popular choice 
for the area that lasted until the 
1960s.

We love our travels as we 
never know what is waiting to 
be discovered. Wherever one 
goes, there are always interest-
ing things to find. What will your 
next adventure be?

By Tina and Dale Utter  stonecroft@citlink.net

CEMETERY LOVERS 

contributed photo
Hooded grave in Pennsylvania.

Southern Adventures
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AUTOMOTIVE
SIGNS

Yeah, we do signs too. Lawn 
signs with stakes (Events or 
Contractor promotion), banners 
(street, trade shows or parade 
use) long term outdoor all weath-
er to apply to the side of a 
building or in front of it. Call our 
specialists today to review your 
custom sign needs. Or, go online 
to request a quote. www.dckr.
com. Decker Advertising, 39 Elm 
Street, Delhi, NY 13753 607-
746-2178 M-F 8:30 am to 5 pm. 

OtfAU
Pickup truck soft cover. Fits full 
size bed; 8’ by 6 ‘, black trifiold. 
$125. 631-219-6110. 13AU

EXT. CARGO VAN
2012 GMC Savana 3500 
Extended Cargo Van 6 Cyl., 
Automatic, 145k miles, good 
tires, good running condition. 
Heat, Air Conditioning, auto-
matic windows, AM/FM radio 
all work. Passed inspection 
December 2023. No longer need 
two of these vans. $7,000. Call 
or text 607-267-2573. O16AU

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
DECAL PRINTING

We’re your local source for cus-
tom decal printing. Your cus-
tom design or a design created 

by our graphic team.  We print 
decals of all sizes and shapes.  
Full color on white vinyl or full 
color on clear vinyl.  Custom 
decals are great for brand or 
promotional marketing hand-
outs.  Call or email today and let 
us add some personality to your 
marketing program with custom 
printed decals.  607-746-2178 
promotionalproducts@dckr.
com. Decker Advertising, 39 
Elm St. Delhi, NY 13753 Monday 
through Friday 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 
www.DeckerAdvertising.com 

OTFG

FAMILY HEALTH CARE
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE 
information kit. Call 888-514-
3044 Z13HC
HEARING AIDS! High-quality 
rechargeable, powerful Audien 
hearing aids priced 90% less 
than competitors. Tiny and 
NEARLY INVISIBLE! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 855-
598-5898 Z13HC

FARM
Locust Fence Posts available 
up to 12 feet long. Call for details 
607-783-2787 15FA

GENERAL
COMMUNITY EVENT

Is your civic organization hav-
ing a community event?  Post 
it today in The Reporter’s event 
calendar. Go to The-Reporter.
net and click on submit under 
the calendar tab. This is the 
best way of having your event 
considered for inclusion in the 
print edition of The Reporter and 
other publications published by 
Decker Advertising Inc.   OtfG

BANNER PRINTING
We’re your local source for cus-
tom banner printing. Your cus-
tom design or a design created 
by our graphic team.  We print 

banners of all sizes (width and 
length) and for all types of needs 
including; over the street, trade 
show, parades, special occa-
sions and promotion of an event, 
sale, product, job opening or 
brand.  Call or email today and 
let us create an eye catching 
banner for you. 607-746-2178 
promotionalproducts@dckr.
com. Decker Advertising, 39 
Elm St. Delhi, NY 13753 Monday 
through Friday 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 
www.DeckerAdvertising.com 

OTFG
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  
Don’t Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. Many 
injured parties are entitled to 
major cash settlements. Get a 
free evaluation to see what your 
case is really worth. 100% Free 
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-888-
454-4717. Be ready with your zip 
code to connect with the closest 
provider Z13G
DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested 
divorce papers prepared. Only 
one signature required. Poor per-
son Application included if appli-
cable. Separation agreements. 
Custody and support petitions. 
518-274-0380 Z13G
Brand new HP office jet pro all in 
one printer 9130 series, $250.00. 
845-389-6832 X13G
Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 

$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-782-4069 Z13G
SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL 
PLANS!  Up to 75% More than 
500 AIRLINES and 300,000 
HOTELS across the world.  Let 
us do the research for you for 
FREE! Call: 877 988 7277 Z13G
DIRECTV Sports Pack – 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 
regional and specialty networks 
included. NFL, College Football, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and more. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918 Z13G
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-
329-9391 Z13G

CUSTOM APPAREL
Get your custom apparel such 
as shirts, hats, jackets, and work-
wear from Decker Advertising. 
We are your local provider of 
custom screen printed and 
embroidery apparel. Perfect for 
trade shows, brand marketing, 
fundraising and club recognition. 
Call our specialists today or go 
online to request a quote. www.
dckr.com. Decker Advertising, 
39 Elm Street, Delhi, NY 13753 
607-746-2178 M-F 8:30am to 
5pm. OtfG

HELP WANTED
TAKING APPLICATIONS for 
saw mill laborers. Please apply in 
person at Cannonsville Lumber 
Inc., 199 Old Route 10, Deposit, 
NY 13754 607-467-3380. Pay 
based on experience. BTFHW

HELP WANTED
Dog Control Officer. The Town 
of Colchester Town Board is 
accepting applications for the 
position of Dog Control Officer. 
Applications can be picked up at 
the Town Clerk’s Office located 
at 72 Tannery Road, Downsville, 
New York between the hours of 
9 AM to 3 PM, Monday through 
Thursday. Arthur M. Merrill, 
Supervisor. B14HW
Office assistant needed. 
Familiar with QB, Excel, A/P, A/R, 
payroll processing, customer 
service. Understanding of lum-
ber is helpful but not required. 
Apply in person at Cannonsville 
Lumber, 199 Old Route 10, 
Deposit, NY 607-467-3380. 

BTFHW
Green Thumb, a senior’s pro-
gram, must be 55 years and 
older. Openings at SUNY Delhi.
Lawns and grounds and motor 
pool. Also openings at Unadilla, 
Wellsbridge, Worcester, and East 
Worcester rest areas. Call 518-
435-2471 or 607-437-1788. 

14HW
Wanted: Personal care aide for 
elderly lady. Work includes light 
housekeeping,light personal 
care, shopping, & transportation. 
Must have car. Call for details. 
607-865-4778 X13HW

RECEPTIONIST
IMMEDIATE OPENING. As 
Receptionist you’ll be the first 
point-of-contact for our custom-
ers. You’ll interact directly with 
them via phone, e-mail, or in per-
son. Math, spelling, computer 
and people skills are a must. 
A part-time position. Monday – 
Friday 9AM to 3:30 PM. Pay 
based on experience with an 
hourly range of $16 to $18 per 
hour. To apply email resume 
with cover letter to r.shepard@
dckr.com. Note “Customer 
Service Associate” in the sub-
ject line. Decker Advertising, 
Inc. Publisher of The Reporter. 
39 Elm St., Delhi, NY 13753 
Monday - Friday 8:30 AM to 5 
PM. 607-746-2178. O13HW
Gerster Trucking Now Hiring 
For: Class A CDL Drivers Local 
- Tank endorsement required or 
will help individual get endorse-
ment. Competitive salary and 
health insurance available imme-
diately.Paid vacation and retire-
ment plan available after 1 year. 
Call 607-278-5212 or email prg-
erster76@aol.com 14HW

HOME HEATING
Seasoned firewood delivered 
within 5 miles of my Bob’s Brook 
location and stacked (not car-
ried). $180.00 per load (about 2 
face cord) Call 607-434-7079.  

X14HH
continued on next page

Responsibilities include but not limited to:
• Ability to successfully manage and track multiple customer projects from 

concept to completion, while ensuring consistent customer contact and 
project profitability.

 • Perform quotation development and project management.
• Respond to all inquiries in a timely and accurate manner.
• Maintain up to date product knowledge.
• Listening to customers concerns and handling complaints and returns.
• Work directly with the end customer.
• Deliver excellent customer service externally and internally.
• Accurately perform data entry to reflect project and production requirements 

as required by project designer/customer.

Required Qualifications:
Skills:
• Excellent written, verbal, and problem-solving skills. 
• Solid organizational/prioritization skills, including attention to detail  

and multi-tasking.
• Working knowledge of Microsoft Office applications; Word, Excel,  

Power Point, etc.
• Flexible schedule when required.
• Ability to work in a fast-paced environment.
• Inquisitive nature encouraged.
Experience/Education:
• Bachelor’s degree preferred or 2+ years of progressive Customer Service  

and/or Sales Experience. 

Salary range is $50–59k/year, DOE, great benefit package includes but not limited 
to: health, dental, vision, 401(k) with company match, life insurance, flexible 

spending, and paid time off. 

To apply, submit application online www.sportsfield.com,  
fax resume to (607) 746-3107 or send resume to:  
Human Resources, P.O. Box 231, Delhi, NY 13753.  

Sportsfield Specialties, Inc. is an Affirmative Action, Equal Opportunity Employer.  
Authorization to work in the U.S. is a precondition of employment. We do not sponsor employment visas.

SALES 
ASSOCIATE

Sportsfield Specialties, Inc. is seeking a highly motivated and 
experienced Sales Associate for its Direct division to help support Sales 
and its Regional Managers. Applicants have a choice to work out of our 
Delhi, NY or Mocksville, NC location.

Rehabilitation Support Services  
in Delaware County is seeking a 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL 
SPECIALIST

This is a full-time position in Walton.  
Responsibilities include overall coordination and 
rehabilitation for an assigned caseload including 
developing vocational/educational rehabilitation 
plans, counseling services, consulting with 
other staff and other duties as described in the 
Job Description.  Bachelor’s degree preferred.  
Criminal background check and valid NYS driver’s 
license are also required.  Excellent benefit 
package offered.  Salary: $18.00 per hour.

To apply: send cover letter and resume to 
RSS, PO BOX 240, WALTON NY 13856 

Or email to jfrancisco@rehab.org or go to 
our website at www.rehab.org and select 

Career Opportunities at the top of the page,  
scroll down to the NYS map, click on  

Delaware County, scroll down and click on  
the position you would like to apply to.  

RSS is an equal opportunity employer.

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/30/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 12/25/2023 and 4/30/2024. 
40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is 
provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen 
location for details. CA License CLSB #1050316. Central CA License #1096271. License #RCE-50303. OR License #198571. WA License #RENEWAP877BM. WA License #RENEWAW856K6. FL License #CGC1527613. All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal by 
Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. This was delivered via your local newspaper. RBA13669   *Using U.S. and imported parts.

Save on Windows and Doors!
AND

40%
OFF1

BUY ONE, GET ONE

INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS – MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

$0 Money Down
$0 Interest
$0 Monthly Payments
          for 12 months1

 Monthly Payments

888-448-0421

Call by April 30
for your FREE consultation.
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Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

Before After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed 
on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply 
and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent 
to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie 
or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you 
are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.
com/erie-licenses/ 

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

LIMITED 
TIME 

OFFER!

SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

AN ADDITIONAL

10%
for military, health workers 

and fi rst responders

OFF OFF+

1.855.492.6084
FREE ESTIMATE

Expires 4/30/2024

Call 877-516-1160 to 
schedule your free quote!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. Call: 
866-393-3636 Z13HI
All Phase Construction & 
Electrical. Repair, Renovate, 
Restore Call today for your 
future dream Kitchen, Bath, 
Deck, Fence & Doors, Electric, 
Plumbing, PaintingAffordable 
rates, estimates 607-725-0497 

WA13HI
Do you need a Roof or Energy 
Efficient Windows & Help pay-
ing for it? YOU MAY QUALIFY 
THROUGH NEW RELIEF 
PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to 
qualify. Approved applications 
will have the work completed 
by a repair crew provided by: 
HOMEOWNER FUNDING. Not 

affiliated with State or Gov 
Programs. Z13HI
All Phase Electrical 
Construction & Maintenance. 
Renovate, repair, restore. Get 
estimates today for your future 
dream kitchen, bath, deck, pool. 
Heat pumps, HVAC, boilers, 
plumbing, solar, generators. Ask 
for our affordable rates now. Call 
607-725-0497! WA13HI

PETS
AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD 
PUPPIES.  D&R German 
Shepherds has AKC German 
Shepherd puppies for sale. Call 
914-380-0145. WA13P

RENTALS
Beautiful, modern two bedroom 
one and one half bath apartment 

located 16 Platt Street, Walton. 
Parking, large front and back 
porches, washer ad dryer on 
premises. $1000 a month plus 
security. No smoking, no pets, 
no drugs. 607-287-1576 or 607-
865-6384. 14FR

LG 1BD HAMDEN
Large 1 bedroom apartment in 
the Village of Hamden. $650/
month. Water is included. 
Electric Utilities. Inquiries, Text 
only 607-437-1282. WA14FR

SERVICES
WE HAVE THE HELP YOU 
NEED!!! HHA’s, LPN’s, 
Nurse’s Aides, Childcare,  
Housekeeping, Day Workers. No 
Fee To Employers. Serving The 
Community Over 20Yrs. Evon’s 
Svces:  516-505-5510 Z13S

Spring Agricultural Work

• Land and soil preparation 
for tree planting

• Tree planting

• Other tree nursery tasks

continued from previous page

CALL NOW
855.564.2680

YOUR BATHROOM.  
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

50% OFF
Installation
WITH
No Interest
No Payments
for 1 Year
PLUS
FREE Safety Upgrade*

If paid in full by end of 12 months.

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change and vary 
by dealer. Expires 3/31/2024.

9

SEE US
TODAY!

• pjhdelhi@gmail.com

DELHI MOTORS IS HERE TO HELP YOU 
KEEP YOUR VEHICLE UP & RUNNING

Questions on Chrysler, Jeep, 
Dodge or Ram Recalls?  

Contact Us at 607-746-2181

Responsibilities include but not limited to:
• Collaborate with New Construction Division Sales team to review backlog and 

shipping and delivery requirements for outstanding orders.
• Collaborate with Production Scheduling to verify ship dates.
• Update orders as necessary with correct address and site contact information.
• Gather details for product returns and obtain order approval from Finance 

when necessary.
• Collaborate with Customer Service if customer contact is required due to a 

Finance Hold.
• Prior to shipment, verify and follow up with customer for written order 

approval and tax exemption status if not already received.
• Collaborate with Sales and Shipping to determine best shipment method of 

orders scheduled to ship.
• Release orders to ship to the Shipping Department.
• Produce and file RMA’s with Shipping and Finance. 
• Gather relevant documentation and information from customers for freight 

claims, submit to Finance for claim filing and set up re-shipment of goods. 
• Other duties as assigned. 

Required Qualifications:
Skills: 

• Strong communication, organizational, attention to detail and problem-
solving skills. 

• Ability to interact and communicate effectively/respectfully at all levels. 
• Ability to multi-task in a fast-paced environment.
• Working knowledge of Microsoft Applications (Word, Excel, etc.).
• Flexible schedule when required.
• Ability to accept feedback and/or constructive criticism.

Experience/Education:  
• Bachelor’s Degree preferred. Associate Degree with 4 years’ experience in 

Customer Service/Logistics environment will be considered in lieu of.
• Experience with ERP database.

Salary Range $50k -60k per year DOE, great benefit package includes but not 
limited to: health, dental, vision, 401(k) with company match, life insurance, 

flexible spending and paid time off. 

To apply, submit application online, apply in person at 41155 St. Hwy 10,  
fax your resume to (607) 746-3107 or send resume to:  

Human Resources, P.O. Box 231, Delhi, NY 13753. 
Sportsfield Specialties, Inc. is an Affirmative Action, Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Customer 
Service Logistics 

Coordinator
Sportsfield Specialties, Inc. is seeking a Customer Service Logistics 
Coordinator, for its Delhi, NY location, to support the Customer Service 
department as the customer point of contact for all outgoing New 
Construction Division shipments. 

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
1-855-478-9473

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 

APR FOR  
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance



The Reporter CLASSIFIEDS24 March 28, 2024

LEGAL NOTICES • LEGAL NOTICES • LEGAL NOTICES • LEGAL NOTICES • LEGAL NOTICES • LEGAL NOTICES
Public Notices Public notices/legals submit online 24/7 at: www.The-Reporter.net

            I’VE NEVER 
UNDERSTOOD WHY MY 
HUMAN WON’T LEAVE  
THE HOUSE WITHOUT  
HER LEASH. I THINK 
SHE’S AFRAlD OF GETTING 
LOST. BUT IT’S OK, I KIND 
OF LIKE SHOWING HER 
AROUND.

— HARPER
   adopted 08-18-09
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Legal Ad or Public Notice
Deadline: Tuesday by Noon

To place your ad, visit: www.The-Reporter.net

607-464-4009 | The-Reporter.net

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

Arts. of filed with the
on

County .
designated as agent of the

upon process
against it may be

shall mail copy of
process to the
Bramley

Any

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

Secondamendmentlife
Filed
Co. desig. as agent for
process shall mail to:
Gregory

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

Arts of filed
Co.

design agent for process
shall mail to

ST
General

Purpose 

The County Soil
in partnership with the Agricultural Council

44 Street, Suite is seeking bids
on behalf of The Center Foundation, from
contractors for the Buffer Planting Program. The

. The planting area is 30 acres in
and includes installation of trees, shrubs and

herbaceous plants. The performance dates are between

Bid packages may be obtained electronically or by mail upon
by contacting Catherine Skalda. contractors

may to the site by contacting Catherine Skalda at
or by email at least 3 days prior to the bid deadline.

bidders shall a bid package which contains a
bid sheet with instructions to bidders, sample contract, plans and
specifications. and businesses are

and
by the County Soil and
office at 44 Street, Suite

before time, at which
time they will be opened and read. Bidders are responsible for the

Addenda, if any, will be issued only to those companies whose
name and address are on record as obtained Bidding and
Contract The County Soil and

the right to reject any and all bids or

Technical should be directed to Catherine Skalda and

,

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

of Formation of Belle
Terre Articles of

f i l e d w i t h
Secretary of State of

on
location: County.

designated as agent of
Company

upon whom process
against it may be

should mail process to
Anthony Salerno:

Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

CASA Filed:
Co.

in
desig. as agent for process
shall mail to : Fairfield

Foreign add: S Park
Ste Charlotte,
Arts. of filed with Secy

State, 2 S Salisbury St,
Purpose:

General.

the Matter of an Article 6
Termination of Parental
Proceeding

County

Adrianna B. Back

S c o t c h

A Petition under Article 6 of
the Family Court Act has been
filed with this Court

to appear

April 2024

of
Appearance

Courthouse, 3 Court

to answer the at tached
petition and to be dealt with in
accordance with the Family
Court Act.
Please bring this notice with
you and check in with the

you fai l to appear as
directed, a warrant may be
issued for your arrest.

Acting Chief
Clerk

The foregoing summons is
u p o n y o u b y

publication pursuant to an
of the Gary A.
of the Family Court,

County, dated and
filed with the petition and other
papers in the of the
Clerk of the Family Court,

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

purpose.

Please take notice that the Town of Sidney hereby bids for the purchase of highway supplies as
listed: diesel fuel, fuel oil, kerosene, and regular gasoline for the Town. All items to be bid shall comply
with the specifications prepared by the Superintendent, which are at the Town

of Sidney office, 44 Grand Street, Sidney, Bids must be submitted in a sealed
showing the name and address of the bidder with the words on the front. A

Bids will be opened Monday, April 2024 at am at the office and read aloud. Bids will
be awarded at the Town of Sidney Board meeting on Thursday, Apr

The contract for the items will be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder. the case of
identical bids, the Town may award to either of such bidders and the Town further the right to

LEGAL NOTICE

 that 

fees for
4000 yards of

grit and 4000 yards of
washed crushed stone from
Seward Sand and

any remaining grit
or stone that is needed if
Pit cannot make enough will

to be hauled from
Seward Sand and Main
P i t t o

s t o c k p i l e
Sherwood Bid will be
awarded to one bidder with
the lowest combined bids for
both pits. of material
must be complete by

Fuel
Price to Town of

Bid will be a price per
fees must be

included. Fuel must be cut
by

Price to Town

Bid will be a

All items must meet
State specifications and must
be in a sealed clearly
marked for
All bidders shall conform to
Section by including

B i d d i n g
Certificate as stated in General
Municipal All bids must
be submitted on a bidding
form using one form for each
item bid. Forms may be
picked up at the office of the

Town Clerk or

Sealed bids must be
at the office of Town Clerk,

Street, no
later than Monday, April
2024 by 3:00pm. Bids will be
publicly opened and read at
6:00pm, on Monday, April
2024 at the regular monthly
board meeting of the Town of

The Town of the
right to reject any or all bids
and to accept only those most

of the Town of

Please note that the Town of Sidney hereby bids for the mowing and trimming of the
grounds at the Sidney Center playground located in the of Sidney Center. Also, at the 3
properties the Town owns at County 23, County 23, and

County 23. The bid package can be picked up at the Town office at 44
Grand Street, Sidney, All bids shall be by a.m. on April th, 2024. Bids may
be mailed or to the Town of Sidney Clerk at the Town 44 Grand Street Sidney,

Bids must be submitted in sealed showing the name and address of the bidder

Town of Sidney 

LEGAL NOTICE

that a Public will be
held by the Town of on
the th day of April 2024 at

at Street in the
Town of
County, for a new
local law regard ing dog

Copies of
the proposed law shall be

at the time of the
hearing and shall be
at times prior to and after the
hearing at the Town

during normal business
hours for the purpose of
inspection or procurement by

The regularly scheduled 
monthly Town Board meeting 
will be held following the 

TOWN OF FRANKLIN

The Town of Franklin solicits
bids for the following:

Purchase of Calcium
Chloride for dust control and

Sulfur Fuel
for on road

for the
purpose of heating Town

of of
crushed l imestone from:

Aggregates

Specifications can be picked
up at the office of The Town

Al l mater ia ls must meet
inspection and of the
Superintendent.
All bidders shall certify that
their bid is submitted without
collusion with of
the same merchandise.
B ids may be mai led or

t o t h e
Superintendent and must be

by April 3,
2024. All bids will be publicly
opened at the Town
Building on

The Town Board the

J a m i e A r c h i b a l d
Superintendent of

Franklin
Franklin,

TOWN OF FRANKLIN
NOTICE OF MEETING

The April Franklin Town Board
meeting will be held April 3,
2024 at 6:00 PM at the
Franklin Town Garage instead
of April 2, 2024 because of the
primary.

Sonja Johns
Franklin Town Clerk

DELAWARE COUNTY
FORECLOSURE NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF DELAWARE
T-ZONE HEALTH, INC.,

AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
Index No. EF2022-425
Assigned Judge:
Hon. Brian D. Burns
Supreme Court Justice
-against-
CATSKILL VENTURES, LLC, ALLAN E. WOLF, JR., INC.
D/B/A WOLF COMMERCIAL BROKERAGE,
ALLAN E. WOLF JR., INC., PROFIT  SHARING PLAN, 
FRANCINE GREEN, JCI CAPITAL, LLC D/B/A JCAP
GLOBAL CO., REBECCA ZILENZIGER,
NYS DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION & FINANCE, 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, 
CHRISTOPHER MOONEY,
“JOHN DOES” and “JANE DOES”,

tenants or occupants of premises, corporations, other entities or 
persons who claim, or may claim, a lien against the premises,
Defendants.

Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale duly entered the 31st day of 
January, 2024, I, the undersigned, Referee in said Judgment
of Foreclosure and Sale named, will sell at a public auction to 
the highest bidder at the Delaware County Courthouse, 3 Court 
Street, Delhi, New York 13753, on the 30th day of April, 2024 at 
10:00 o'clock in the forenoon of that day the premises known as 
3845 Brush Ridge Road, Middletown, New York 12430.
ALL THAT PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN THE TOWN OF
MIDDLETOWN, COUNTY OF DELAWARE, STATE OF
NEW YORK, (SBL #265.-1-17) BEING KNOWN AND 
DESIGNATED AS A METES AND BOUNDS PROPERTY,
directed by said Judgment to be sold.
APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF JUDGMENT $502,800.83 PLUS
INTEREST AND COSTS.

of Foreclosure and Sale and Terms of Sale. 
Marvin D. Parshall, Jr., Esq., Referee 
HANDEL & CARLINI, LLP
1984 New Hackensack Road
Poughkeepsie, New York 12603
Tel. No. (845) 454-2221
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DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

A LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

CATSKILLS RELIABLE
EQUIPMENT LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with the SSNY
on 02/14/24. Office: Delaware
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC,
1011 Teed Road, Walton, NY
13856. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.

DELAWARE ACADEMY CSD AT DELHI
LEGAL NOTICE

At a Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Delaware Academy Central School at Delhi, held on Monday, February 26,
2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the High School Media Center, the Board of Education approved a resolution to hold a Special School District Meeting
on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING AND ELECTION 
AND AVAILABILITY OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS 

Delaware Academy Central School District at Delhi 
Delaware County, New York 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Special School District Meeting and Election of the Delaware Academy Central School District at 

Delhi, Delaware County, New York, will be held on April 16, 2024 in the lobby of the middle school gymnasium, at which the polls will be 

kept open between the hours of 12:00 o’clock Noon and 8:00 o’clock P.M., Prevailing Time, for the purpose of voting by paper ballot or 

voting machine upon the following bond proposition: 

BOND PROPOSITION – PHYSICAL EDUCATION/ATHLETIC FACILITIES AND FIELDS IMPROVEMENTS
Shall the following resolution be adopted, to‑wit: 
RESOLVED, shall the Board of Education of the Delaware Academy Central School District at Delhi, 

Delaware County, New York, be authorized to construct improvements to and to reconstruct physical 
education/athletic facilities and fields at the Middle School/High School, including original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, site improvements, and other incidental improvements and expenses in 
connection therewith, at a maximum estimated cost of $3,100,000, and that $3,100,000, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, may be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of said School District and collected in annual 
installments as provided by Section 416 of the Education Law; and in anticipation of such tax, obligations of said 
School District shall be issued.   

NOTE ON TAX LEVY: New York State building aid and district reserves will aid in funding this project resulting in no new or 

additional tax impact to taxable property.   

NOTE ON PHYSICAL EDUCATION/ATHLETIC FACILITIES AND FIELDS:  The cost of a proposed multipurpose synthetic turf 

field has been donated and accepted by the Board of Education.  This does not constitute part of the proposed $3,100,000 to be financed 

with the application of New York State building aid and District reserves. 

SEQRA DETERMINATION:  The capital project has been determined to be a “Type I Action” pursuant the regulations of the New 

York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), 

which the School District has determined, will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact.  SEQRA compliance materials are 

available at the Office of the School District Clerk where they may be examined during normal business hours upon appointment. 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS:  Absentee ballots may be applied for at the District Clerk’s Office.  The District Clerk must receive 

applications for absentee ballots at least seven days prior to the vote if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, or on or prior to April 15, 2024, 

the day before the vote, if the ballot is to be issued to the voter in person.  The District Clerk must receive absentee ballots at said office not 

later than 5:00 PM on April 16, 2024.  A list of all persons to whom absentee ballots shall have been issued will be available for public 

inspection in the District Clerk’s Office not less than five days prior to the date of the vote during regular office hours (8:00 AM to 4:00 PM) 

until the day of the election, including each of the five days prior to April 16, 2024 (excluding Saturdays and Sundays) and will be posted 

conspicuously at the polling place on April 16, 2024 during the hours of the Special District Meeting.  Any qualified voter may submit a 

written challenge to the qualifications of any person whose name appears on the list of absentee voters and provide reasons therefore 

known to the District Clerk for transmittal to the Inspectors of Election on the date of the vote.  In addition, any qualified voter may challenge 

the acceptance of the absentee voter’s ballot of any person on such list by making his/her reasons known to the election inspector before 

the close of the polls. 

EARLY MAIL BALLOTS:  Applications for early mail ballots for the Special District Election may also be applied for at the office 

of the District Clerk.  A list of all persons to whom early mail ballots shall have been issued, will also be available in the office of the District 

Clerk on each of the five (5) days prior to the day of the vote except Sunday, and such list will also be posted at the polling place for the 

vote.  Early mail ballots must be received at said office not later than 5:00 P.M. on March 4, 2024. 

MILITARY VOTERS:  Military voters who are qualified voters of the District may apply for a military ballot by requesting an 

application from the District Clerk at (607) 746-1306 or lkulaski@delhischools.org or in person at the District Clerk’s office.  For a military 

voter to be issued a military ballot, the District Clerk must have received a valid ballot application not later than 5:00 p.m. on the twenty-fifth 

day before the election.  In a request for a military ballot application or ballot, the military voter may indicate their preference for receiving 

the application or ballot by mail, facsimile transmission or electronic mail. 

QUALIFIED VOTER: All U.S. citizens who have lived in the School District at least 30 days prior to the date of the Special District 

Meeting are eligible to vote if they are at least 18 years old, and not otherwise prohibited from voting under the provisions of Section 5-106 

of the Election Law. 

The register prepared will be filed in the office of the District Clerk and will be open for inspection by any qualified voter of the 

District between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. on each of the five days prior to the election, as well as on the date set for the vote.  

The register will also be available for inspection on the day of the election at the polling place in the lobby of the middle school gymnasium. 

CANCELLATION:  FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in the event of a weather or other emergency which necessitates 

cancellation of the April 16, 2024 meeting, said Special District Meeting and Election shall be held on April 23, 2024 at the aforementioned 

time and place. 

Dated: Delhi, New York, 

February 26, 2024. 
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 

DELAWARE ACADEMY CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT AT DELHI, 
DELAWARE COUNTY, NEW YORK. 

Lisa A. Kulaski 
School District Clerk 

DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

Not ice o f Format ion o f
Kaufmann Mechanical L.L.C..
Articles of Organization filed
with Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/29/2024. Office
location: Delaware County.
SSNY designated as agent of
Limited Liability Company
(LLC) upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY should mail process to
Henry Kaufmann: 21 Elk Creek
Road Apt 3 Delhi NY 13753.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

Notice of Formation of 51
Walnut LLC. Ar t ic les of
O r g a n i z a t i o n f i l e d w i t h
Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/29/2021. Office
location: Delaware County.
SSNY designated as agent of
Limited Liability Company
(LLC) upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY should mail process to
51 Walnut LLC: PO Box 391
B i n gh amt on N Y 1 3 9 0 2 .
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

ALLYSON HARES LLC Arts of
Org. fi led SSNY 2/9/2024
Delaware Co. SSNY design
agent for process & shall mail
to ZENBUSINESS INC. 41
STATE ST #112 ALBANY, NY
12207 General Purpose 

DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

Notice of Formation of Erika
Mi l l e r , LLC. Ar t i c les o f
O r g a n i z a t i o n f i l e d w i t h
Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/21/2024. Office
location: Delaware County.
SSNY designated as agent of
Limited Liability Company
(LLC) upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY should mail process to
Erika Miller: 74 Main St. Ste. G 
Delhi, NY 13753. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

DELAWARE ACADEMY CSD
AT DELHI

NOTICE OF MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the
Board of Education of the
Delaware Academy Central
School District at Delhi will
hold a Special Board of
Educa t i on Mee t i ng and
Budget Workshop on Monday,
April 8, 2024 at 5:00 pm in the
High School Library Media
Center.  It is anticipated that
the Board will begin with a 
B u d g e t W o r k s h o p
presentation to be followed by
a presentation of the DCMO
BOCES budget by Michael
Rullo, DCMO BOCES District
Superintendent.  

Lisa A. Kulaski 
District Clerk 
Dated: 3/28/2024 

DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

Notice of Formation of Finnes
S e r v i c e s . A r t i c l e s o f
O r g a n i z a t i o n f i l e d w i t h
Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/21/2024. Office
location: Delaware County.
SSNY designated as agent of
Limited Liability Company
(LLC) upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY should mail process to
Matthew Finne: 706 Taylor Rd,
East Meredith, NY 13757.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

BMR HOLDING COMPANY
OF DELAWARE, LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
03/18/24.  Office: Delaware
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC, P.O.
Box 39, Halcottsvi l le, NY
  1 2 4 3 8 .   P u r p o s e : A n y
lawful purpose.                         
                                             

DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

Los Campos De Esperanza,
LLC. Filed with SSNY on
6/2/2021. Office: Delaware
County. SSNY designated as
agent for process & shall mail
to: 577 Madison Street 4b
Brooklyn NY 11221. Purpose:
any lawful

DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF SALE

SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF DELAWARE
W I L M I N G T O N S A V I N G S
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, NOT
INDIVIDUALLY BUT SOLELY
AS TRUSTEE FOR FINANCE
OF AMERICA STRUCTURED
SECURITIES ACQUISITION
TRUST 2018-HB1,                    
                             
-against-
GREG BRAMPOS A/K/A
GREG MCCUBBIN, AS HEIR
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE
ESTATE OF CONSTANTINE J.
BRAMPOS, ET AL.
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment
of Foreclosure and entered in
the Office of the Clerk of the
County o f De laware on
November 1, 2023, wherein
W I L M I N G T O N S A V I N G S
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, NOT
INDIVIDUALLY BUT SOLELY
AS TRUSTEE FOR FINANCE
OF AMERICA STRUCTURED
SECURITIES ACQUISITION
TRUST 2018-HB1 is the
Plaintiff and GREG BRAMPOS
A/K/A GREG MCCUBBIN, AS
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF
T H E E S T A T E O F
CONSTANTINE J. BRAMPOS,
ET AL. are the Defendant(s).  I,
the undersigned Referee will
sell at public auction at the
D E L A W A R E C O U N T Y
COURTHOUSE, 3 COURT
STREET, DELHI, NY 13753, on
April 24, 2024 at 11:00AM,
premises known as 269 MAIN
STREET, HOBART, NY 13788;
and the following tax map
identification,  68.20-2-4.
A L L T H A T T R A C T O R
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH THE
B U I L D I N G S A N D
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON,
SITUATE IN THE VILLAGE OF
H O B A R T , T O W N O F
STAMFORD, DELAWARE
COUNTY, STATE OF NEW
YORK
Premises will be sold subject
to provisions of filed Judgment
Index No.: EF2022-59. Scott
Russel l , Esq.  -  Referee.
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid,
Crane & Partners, PLLC 900
Merchants Concourse, Suite
310, Westbury, New York
11590, Attorneys for Plaintiff.
All foreclosure sales will be
conducted in accordance with
Covid-19 guidelines including,
but not l imited to, social
distancing and mask wearing.
* L O C A T I O N O F S A L E
SUBJECT TO CHANGE DAY
OF IN ACCORDANCE WITH
COURT/CLERK DIRECTIVES.

DELAWARE COUNTY
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF
T R E A D W E L L U N I T E D

METHODIST CHURCH
NOTICE is hereby given by the
Treadwell United Methodist
Church , a l so known as
Methodist Episcopal Church at
Croton, NY, also known as
Methodist Episcopal Church,
former ly, known as East
Franklin Methodist Episcopal
Church, (col lect ively, the
"Church") that the Church
intends to dissolve, and the
Church intends to petition the
Supreme Court of Delaware
County at Delaware Supreme
Court, 3 Court Street, Delhi , 
New York 13753, on or about
April 17, 2024 or as soon
thereafter as such petition may
be heard, upon the petition of
the majority of the Trustees of
the Church, for an order
directing the dissolution of the
Church pursuant to New York
Religious Corporations Law
Section 18. Any questions or
comments regarding this
petition may be sent to: The
Treadwell United Methodist
Church, c/o Maggs Law
Offices, PLLC, 110 Baldwin
Street, Elmira NY, 14901. Any
such communications must be
received by April 10, 2024.
Dated at Elmira, New York, on
the 18th day of March 2024. 

DELAWARE COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

Notice of Formation of 
Lockwood Books LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/27/2023. Office 
location: Delaware County. 
SSNY designated as agent of 
Limited Liability Company 
(LLC) upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY should mail process to 
Jane Feeney: 679 John 
Lockwood Road, Walton NY 
23856. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.
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THE WEEK IN 
WALTON

What We Are Talking 
About at the County Hub

SPRING PRIMARY APRIL I
Hand in Buzz Saw—Hurt 

in Binghamton Runaway—
Trout Season Opens April 

Fifth—Other Notes.

John D. Smith of Walton an-
nounced his candidacy for the 
Republican nomination for sheriff 
this week. Mr. Smith is county di-
rector of the Dairymen’s League 
and has a wide acquaintance 
throughout the county.

The Camp company of Walton 
have rented the feed mill back of 
the Miner-Edgar store at Rock 
Rift. This building was built for 
a feed mill but was never used as 
such. It stands close to the siding 
and is well suited for a feed mill. 
The mill will be opened April 1.

Delaware county maple sugar 
and syrup have a reputation as 
high as that of the Vermont prod-
uct of which one hears so often. 
A. J. Courtney this week shipped 
to Charles E. Hughes, secretary of 
state, and Henry C. Wallace, sec-
retary of agriculture, five pounds 
each of maple sugar made by J. 
A. Robinson of Walton. The ship-
ments were made on orders from 
Congressman John D. Clarke, 
who also secured some o.f the 
Walton sweets for his personal 
use.

When the immediate need of 
a residence for a pastor at Rock 
Rift was foreseen the property be-
longing to Woodrow Wagner was 
much talked of but it was thought 
it could not be bought. When 
the building committee realized 
on investigation the high cost of 
a new building they decided to 
make an effort to buy this valu-
able property. It was successful. 
With some alterations the house 
will make a very pleasant manse. 
It is planned to go on with these 
immediately. Its proximity to the 
church makes it a desirable loca-
tion for ,a manse. The lot, which 
contains about one-third of an 
acre, has a barn which has been 
used as a garage, also some fruit. 
It is a good substantial house with 
six rooms and a hall.—Rock Rift 
correspondent-

Michael Murphy, about 60 
years old, a stone cutter of Wal-
ton, suffered a possible fracture 
of the skull and severe lacerations 
about his head and body when a 
horse attached to a light sulky he 
was driving on Front street, Bing-
hamton, ran away and threw him 
to the pavement shortly before 3 
o’clock last Thursday afternoon. 
The horse became frightened on 
Front street a short distance north 
of Main street and ran wildly 
along the street. The right-hand 
wheel of the sulky crashed into 
the rear mudguard of a parked 
automobile and Murphy was 
thrown with considerable force 
to the pavement, striking on his 
head. The horse broke loose from 
the sulky and continued north on 
Front street.—Binghamton Press.

Paul Finch, who lives on the 
Beerston road, had his left hand 
badly cut and mutilated on a buzz 
saw shortly before noon Monday. 
Mr. Finch with his hired man, W. 
Leigh, and Charles Neff, a neigh-
bor, had been buzzing wood on 
the hill. A pole had been shoved 
through too far and in trying to 
pull it back Mr. Finch’s hand 
slipped and came in contact with 
the saw. The index and middle 
fingers were badly mutilated, two 
bones being severed, and the cord 
to the thumb was also cut. Dr. C. 
S. Gould, the physician, found it 
necessary to place Mr. Finch un-
der an anesthetic, which was done 
with the aid of Dr. W. R. Glad-
stone, and the injured hand was 
then dressed. It is hoped to save 
the two fingers most seriously in-

jured, although they may be crip-
pled as a result of the accident.

Local fishermen are looking for-
ward to the opening of the trout 
season on Saturday, April 5. The. 
streams are unusually low for this 
season and should the ensuing week 
be warm most of the snow wa-
ter will have passed off before the 
opening day, leaving the streams 
clear and in excellent condition. 
Owing to the dry weather of last 
summer many fishermen believe 
that the larger brooks will afford 
the best fishing this season. The 
Delaware Valley Fish and Game 
club stocked all the streams in this 
vicinity last summer. The approach 
of the fishing season has revived in-
terest in the club and a meeting has 
been called for Monday evening, 
Mar. 31, at 8 o’clock in the court 
room of Walton hall. At this time 
officers will be elected and plans 
discussed for the ensuing, year. All 
sportsmen are asked to attend.

The only contest in Delaware 
county for membership on the Re-
publican county committee at the 
spring primary next Tuesday, April 
1st, is in the first election district of 
Walton where there are four can-
didates for committee members to 
be voted on. The persons whose 
names have been placed on the bal-
lot by petition, two of whom will be 
elected, are H. M. Robinson, Miss 
Marjorie L. Shaw, Paul F. Taylor 
and Mrs. Helen Biedekapp. Mr. 
Taylor and Mrs. Biedekapp are the 
present committee members. The 
polls at the primary will be open 
from noon until 9 o’clock in the 
evening. In both the Democratic 
and Republican parties there will 
be chosen delegates and alternates 
to the national conventions and to 
the state conventions to be held in 
April to select delegates at large to 
the national convention. The Re-
publicans will also elect members 
of the county committee. The Dem-
ocratic committee members chosen 
last fall hold office for two years.

HELD FOR 
GRAND JURY

Delaware County Men 
Accused of Bootlegging.

Lewis Steinhardt of Fleis-
chmanns and Fred Sliter of Andes, 
charged with, illegal possession 
and transportation of liquor, were 
held under bail of $1,000 each by 
Deputy United States Commis-
sioner Arthur Seybolt of Oneonta 
last Thursday. They will be ar-
raigned at the April term of federal 
court at Albany.

Bail of $1,000 in each case 
was furnished by Steven Lokes of 
Fleischmanns. The case of Harold 
Sandell, the driver of the garage car 
which brought the men and the al-
leged liquor into Oneonta, was dis-
missed by Commissioner Seybolt, 
it appearing that the young man 
was innocent of any complicity in 
the alleged crime.

WALTON PEOPLE 
KEPT FROM 

DELHI SPECIAL
County Seaters Didn’t 
Want Neighbors to See 

Ball Team’s Defeat

The Delaware academy basket-
ball team of Delhi went down to de-
feat at the hands of the Elmira free 
academy five on the Norwich court 
Friday evening by a score of 36 to 
12.

“Beat Elmira” read a large 
streamer displayed last week across 
Delhi’s Main street. But evident-
ly the county seat team wanted an 
exclusive delegation to see Elmi-
ra’s expected humiliation as Walton 
residents were given distinctly to 
understand that their presence or 
support was not desired. 

Delhi rooters engaged a special 
train to take them to Norwich. This 
train stopped at Frasers, Delancey 
and Hamden, but telegraphic orders 
were sent from Delhi to the O. & 
W. officials that no tickets were to 
be sold at Walton and no one from 
Walton was to be permitted to take 
the train. A number of Delhi people 
had already invited friends or rela-

tives in Walton to accompany them 
and other Walton people had ex-
pected to go to Norwich on the spe-
cial and cheer for their county seat 
neighbors. All from Walton were 
obliged to stay at home.

The incident has occasioned con-
siderable unfavorable comment lo-
cally but most people take the view 
that the occurrence was an unfor-
tunate one for which only a small 
group in Delhi was responsible.

The order barring Walton people 
from the special was not learned 
until mid-afternoon Friday. The Ki-
wanis club of Walton at its weekly 
luncheon Friday noon adopted the 
following resolution relative to the 
refusal of the Delhi high school bas-
ketball team to play the Walton high 
school five:

“In view of the fact that the Ki-
wanis club of Walton has taken any 
and every method to promote and 
maintain a friendly feeling, a spirit 
of co-operation between the towns 
of Delhi and Walton, and feeling 
that all past animosities, social and 
sportsmanlike difficulties could and 
should be settled in a friendly and 
equitable manner and spirit and that 
it is the spirit of Kiwanis to promote 
mutual co-operation and good will 
in the communities and between 
the communities where clubs are 
located, and it being apparent that 
misunderstandings have arisen be-
tween the athletic organizations of 
Delaware academy of Delhi and 
Walton high school of Walton, 
which will tend to undo the spirit 
and work of co-operation manifest-
ed between the two Kiwanis clubs 
and which they have endeavored to 
foster.

“Now be it resolved, that it is the 
belief of the Walton Kiwanis club, 
laying aside all technicalities, that 
the spirit of true sportsmanship 
should be fostered and encouraged 
among the younger generation and 
we believe that the present misun-
derstanding tends to destroy the true 
spirit of sportsmanlike conduct, and 
we urge that the basketball teams 
representing the Delaware academy 
and Walton high school be permit-
ted to meet in sportsmanlike compe-
tition without prejudice, bitterness 
and unsportsmanlike conduct either 
on the part of players or outsiders to 
the end that the best team may win,

“Resolved further that a copy of 
these resolutions be forwarded to 
the Kiwanis club of Delhi and Dan-
iel Chase, director of athletics of the 
state education department of the 
state of New York.”

A defense of the action of Dela-
ware academy in refusing to meet 
the Walton “hi” five, published in 
the Delhi Express last week, was 
a mass of misstatements and in-
consistencies. Only one need be 
mentioned to show the trend of the 

whole article. This statement was 
as follows: “It might be noted that 
in two or three of the games played 
the Walton coach, Mr. Mace, refer-
eed the game. This procedure alone 
might have made it possible to ex-
clude Walton from the sectional 
contests of last year.” As a matter 
of fact Dr. Mace refereed only one 
game, that between Walton and 
Stamford at Stamford, when the 
Grand Gorge man secured to referee 
failed to appear and at the request of 
Stamford and over the protest of Dr. 
Mace he was urged to act as referee 
rather than hold up the game. This 
he finally consented to do.

ESCAPES THROUGH 
WINDOW

Beech Hill Farmer Loses 
House and Barn in Flames.

(From Shavertown correspon-
dent.)

The house and barn on the place 
on the Beech Hill road, about two 
miles from Shavertown, owned by 
Benson Eighmey were burned last 
Wednesday about midnight.

Mr. Eighmey, who lived alone, 
was awakened by a choking sen-
sation and; found the house on 
fire. He was unable to reach his 
clothes and had to get out through 
his bedroom window dressed only 
in his under clothes in which he 
had slept. He turned the stock out 
of the barn, which was separated 
from the house only by the width 
of the highway, but was unable to 
save the contents of either build-
ing. People at Shavertown saw 
the light and Roy Knapp and J. S. 
Gavett motored to locate the fire 
and found Mr. Eighmey sitting in 
an old cutter nearly frozen. There 
was an insurance of $1,000 on 
buildings and contents.

MEREDITH 
PASTOR RESIGNS
III Health Deads to Action 

of Rev. Otis A. Dike.

At the morning and evening ser-
vice at the Meredith Baptist church 
on Sunday, March 23rd, Wilfred 
W. Fry. a member of the board of 
trustees, read the resignation of 
the pastor, Rev. Otis A. Dike. Mr. 
Dike’s resignation was accept-
ed with deep regret by the church 
and congregation to take effect on 
April first. During the nearly , three 
years of their residence at Meredith 
Mr. and Mrs. Dike have endeared 
themselves to many hearts and 
homes in the community, and the 
infiuence of their life and. work 
there will long remain.

During Mr. Dike’s pastorate this 
century-old church has shown a re-
markable revival of interest and is a 
very active center of the, religious 
and social life of the community. 
Since Mr. Dike was taken ill in 
Feb-ruary, the pulpit and pastoral 
work have been cared for by the 
Rev. Charles A. Weed, who is tak-
ing post graduate work at Colgate 
university. Mr. Weed will continue 
to supply the pulpit.

GEORGE M. 
PALMER DIES
Prominent Cobleskill 
Man Passed Away at 
His Home Sunday.

Hon. George M. Palmer of Co-
bleskill, former assemblyman from 
Schoharie county, died at his home- 
in that village Sunday following an 
apoplectic stroke. He was 66 years 
of age.

For many years Mr. Palmer was 
an influential figure in Democratic 
politics. He represented the Scho-
harie district in the assembly from 
1897 to 1907, and from 1903 to the 
end of his service he was the mi-
nority leader. He was chairman of 
the state committee in 1915-16. In 
1910 he was the Democratic candi-
date for congressman in the twen-
ty-fourth congressional district 
comprising the counties of Otsego, 
Schoharie, Delaware and Ulster. 
Although the district was heavi-
ly Republican he was defeated by 
Hon. George W. Fairchild of Oneo-
nta by only 1,200 plurality.

Mr. Palmer was. the attorney 
for the Reporter company in the 
trial of the libel action brought by 
J. Duncan Lawrence, then Repub-
lican boss of Delaware county, 
which was held un Delhi in Febru-
ary, 1910, resulting in. a verdict of 
no cause of action. Mr. Palmer was 
long considered the leading attor-
ney of this section.

FORTUNE OF 
MILLION TO 

UNADILLA WOMAN
Mrs. So Mary McCracken 

Will Share in Division 
of Cousin’s Estate

Mrs. Mary McCracken of Un-
adilla is first cousin of the late 
William P. Cowan, late of Chica-
go, who left an estate estimated at 
$22,000,000 and who left no near 
relatives and whose fortune is to 
be divided among those who can 
establish relationship to him. It has 
been estimated that Mrs. McCrack-
en’s share will be about one million 
dollars.

Relative to the estate a recent 
dispatch from Corning says:

Mr. Cowan, head of a big. oil 
company in Illinois, died in 1918 
without a will and left this large 
estate which never has been dis-
posed of. He is said to have been a 
resident of this section in the early 
30s and left for the west in 1849. 
There are several relatives at Cor-
tland who have letters they claim 
will prove their relationship and 
which tell the story of how William 
Cowan went to California with 
only $5,000, started in the mining 
business and finally accumulated 
millions. It is expected all of these 
will lay claim to the estate. The 
trustees are B. O. Theim & Com-
pany, of Chicago.

Mrs. Ella Schonleber, Mrs. 
George B. Walsh and Benjamin 
Tupper of Corning, it is believed, 
are related distantly to Mr. Cow-
an, being third or fourth cousins, 
and whether they will share in 
the estate is yet to be determined. 
There are two first cousins, Bert 
Cowan, at Locke, and Mrs. Mary 
McCracken of Unadilla, who have 
been located. 

The late William C. Cowan, who 
died at Corning about nine years 
ago, was an adopted son of Nelson 
Cowan, who was a relative of W. 
P. Cowan, and Mrs. G. T. Wolcott, 
might be entitled to a part of the 
estate.

The estate is the largest left by 
any one person in many years and 
because there is no will, matters of 
settlement have been complicat-
ed. As Quickly as lineage of those 
claiming to be heirs can be ascer-
tained records of kinship will be 
sent to the trustees at Chicago and 
settlement fixed.

100 Years Ago From The Pages of The Walton Reporter - Saturday, March 29, 1924
TO LICENSE AUTO OPERATORS 
UNDER PROPOSED STATE-LAW

The assembly committee on 
motor vehicles introduced in the 
Legislature last Thursday its mea-
sure designed to provide for the 
state-Wide licensing of automobile 
operators and the creation in the 
state tax commission of a bureau 
of motor vehicles.

It is understood that Gov. Smith 
and the Democratic leaders of the 
Legislature are in agreement with 
the assembly Republicans for the 
passage of the bill, as this is one of 
the measures recommended by the 
governor.

The principal provisions of the 
measure are: State-wide licensing 
of all automobile operators; cre-
ation in the State Tax Commission 
of a Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
under a commissioner of motor’ 
vehicles, who is to appoint three 
deputies and as many inspectors 
as may be required; penalties for 
violations of the motor vehicle 
law may range from revocation of 
license to fine and imprisonment; 
elimination of village speed traps 
by providing that all fines in villag-
es in excess of $1 shall be paid to 
the state treasury; a uniform speed 
limit of twenty miles an hour in all 
villages, and designation of official 
headlight testing stations.

The operator’s license fee is to 
be $1, with annual renewal of 50 
cents. License fees, on all passen-
ger cars, are fixed at 50 cents per 
one hundred pounds up to 3,500 
pounds, and 25 cents extra for ev-
ery 100 pounds in. excess of 3,500. 
Electric passenger cars are to pay 

a flat rate of $10, and all light de-
livery trucks weighing under 1,800 
pounds, $12,

Accidents must be reported to 
the commissioner of motor vehi-
cles, who is to be the central au-
thority. The commissioner shall 
keep records of all accidents where 
persons are killed or injured, and it 
shall be compulsory for these re-
ports to be made by judges, police 
officials arid parties to the acci-
dent. Failure to report an accident 
will constitute a misdemeanor.

Operators’ and chauffeurs’ li-
censes may be revoked or sus-
pended by justices of the peace, 
city judges, supreme court judges, 
county judges or the commission-
er of motor vehicles. Operators’ 
license is not to be granted to any 
person less than eighteen years of 
age. License plates and operators’ 
and chauffeurs’ licenses are to be. 
issued by county clerks in all coun-
ties where there is not a branch of-
fice of the motor vehicle bureau. A 
fee of 25 cents is allowed for each 
set of plates or transfer and ten 
cents for operator’s or chauffeur’s 
license. Examination of operators 
and chauffeurs shall be conducted 
by the inspectors of the bureau.

The operators’ licensing provi-
sion is to become effective Oct. 
1 next, and the adjusted fees will 
be operative Jan. 1, next. Applica-
tion for operator’s license received 
before Oct. 1, 1924, shall not be 
compelled to take an examination; 
after that examination shall be at 
the discretion of the commissioner.
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C.H. Landers, Inc.
Funeral Chapel
Jefffffrey K. Bagley

Rosemaryyry G. Fisher
(607) 563-3545

21 Main Street, P.O. Box 2086
Sidney, NewYork 13838
www.landersfh.com
info@landersfh.com

A family’sove
is forever

Our Difference 
We want you to feel con� dent 

planning a funeral for yourself 
or a loved one.

National Plan Transferability: Should you move 
more than 75 miles from where your original 
arrangements were made, your prearranged 

funeral services are fully transferable and will 
be honored by any Dignity Memorial provider.

LESTER R.
GRUMMONS
FUNERAL HOME
14 Grand Street
Oneonta
(607) 432-6821

BOOKHOUT 
FUNERAL HOME
357 Main St, 
Oneonta, 
NY 13820
(607) 432-8600

KENNETH L. 
BENNETT
FUNERAL HOME
425 Main Street
Franklin
(607) 829-2272

Ryan WalshDanielle Odell

Courtney
FUNERAL HOME

25 Townsend St. 
Walton, NY 13856

607-865-4383
www.courtneyfh.com

Kurt Lester, Owner/Director
Natasha Tompkins, Director

Herb Bryant, Director

James Hawkins 
James Kenneth Hawkins died 

peacefully in his sleep Friday, 
March 8, 2024.

In recent years, when we asked 
him what we should put in the 
details of this composition, he 
said “I don’t care. I’m not going 
to read it.” So, without a clear 
thematic directive, we’ll begin by 
saying he was a man of great faith 
and self-deprecating humor who 
blanketed his family and friends 
in love and spent almost every 
day enthusiastically serving oth-
ers, never seeking recognition for 
the countless lives he enriched 
with his unending positivity.

Born June 10, 1945, he was 
the eldest son of Ivan and Celia 
“Sal” Hawkins and, alongside 
his brothers Robert and Patrick, 
formed a trio of lovable scoun-
drels who roamed the rolling hills 
between Bainbridge and Sidney.

He graduated from Sidney 
High School in 1963 and, after 
some alleged moving violations 
in an alleged Ford Fairlane, 
promptly enlisted in the United 
States Navy at the tender age 
of 19. Much like his namesake 
in “Treasure Island”, young Jim 
Hawkins was off  to sea. Over the 
next 21 years he would proudly 
serve his country and sail over 
the bounding main with stints on 
the USS Bushnell, Vesole, Conyn-
gham, Nassau and Iowa. He rose 
to the rank of Master Chief Petty 
Electrician’s Mate and eventually 
lieutenant. He circled the world. 
He lost more than a little hearing 
to the grinding of heavy metal. 
He told stories of his adventures 
that didn’t stand up to even the 
mildest of fact checking.

His education on the high seas 
was supplemented by certifi cates 
and degrees from Broome Tech, 
Southern Illinois and George 
Washington universities, but he’d 
tell you himself that despite these 
forays into formal education, the 
smartest thing he ever did was 
attend a Fourth of July party on 
the Purdue University campus in 
1969. Th at’s where he met Sher-
yl Sandell and, through some 
magic that suggests an unlisted 
Hogwarts education, convinced 
the vastly more sophisticated 
and intelligent coed to give him 
a second look. Th ey got hitched 
in August of 1971. Th ey had two 
boys. Th ey bounced from port 
to port until eventually settling 
in Hampton Roads, Virginia in 
1979.

After retiring from the Navy in 
1986, Jim spent his second act 
as a facilities engineer at various 
hospitals. After bravely surviving 
their adolescence and sending 
the boys to college, he and Sheryl 
took to the road as opportunities 
arose from afar. From Newport 
News, Virginia to Sparks, Nevada 
to Mission, Texas and eventually 
Scottsdale, Arizona, they would 
dance and laugh and live and 
love for 52 unpredictable, action-
packed, magnifi cent years.

When a declining heart forced 
him to retire from engineering, 
Jim fi nally took some much-
deserved time to take it easy. 
After enduring 18 excruciating 
hours of rest and relaxation, he 
took a job at the deli just down 
the street. Th at turkey wasn’t go-
ing to slice itself. Eventually we 
convinced him to give up the 9 
to 5, but he never downshifted in 
his quest to fi ll his days with joy 
and purpose. Th ese are just a few 
things that made Jim...Jim:

He loved to dive into the de-
tails of scripture while leading 
Bible study fellowship.

He loved John Wayne and the 
Kingston Trio.

He loved to volunteer at Hon-
orHealth Scottsdale, discharging 
patients and regaling them with 
yarns of his travels.

He loved to teach hunter safety 
and wade into the woods with 
other men dressed like trees.

He loved to golf, with little to 
no effi  ciency, in his weekly men’s 
league.

He overplayed his hand at 
cards. Consistently.

He ate meat that seemed, even 
to the most daring, dangerously 
undercooked.

He almost fully memorized the 
names of his two sons, and only 
occasionally called them by the 
name of a family pet that had 
died 35 years previous.

He had a special relationship 
with gravity, which earned him 
a fair amount of customer loyalty 
points at the local emergency 
room.

But mostly, he gave. His time. 
His smile. His heart. Everyone 
was welcome at his table with-
out judgment or hesitation. If 
you needed a ride or a dollar or 
a hand or a hug it was yours. In 
your darkest hour. In the middle 
of the night. On a regular Tues-
day. He believed, very deeply, 
that Christ’s teachings about love 
and charity and selfl essness were 
not only a discipline to be stud-
ied but a path to be walked. If that 
path ever crossed yours, you saw 
him walk it. Every day. When the 
sun shone bright. When his body 
betrayed him. When it didn’t 
come easy.

We got to walk that path along-
side him many more years than 
the experts predicted, yet so 
many fewer than we had hoped. 
We weren’t trying to be greedy. 
We just loved him to pieces. We’re 
so grateful that he was ours, and 
that so many more were his.

Jim is survived by his most be-
loved wife Sheryl, his youngest 
brother Patrick (Lillian) Hawkins, 
and his two uncooperative sons 
Jeff  and Chris, who should prob-
ably wrap this up.

To quote our hero, he’s off  like 
a herd of turtles.

Jeanne E. Bush
Jeanne E. Bush 82, of Walton, 

passed away unexpectedly at 
her home Wednesday, March 20, 
2024.

She ran 206 Redemption Cen-
ter and worked in the quarries 
with her husband, the love of her 
life, for years. She was a hard-
working soul and could work cir-
cles around anyone. She was very 
independent and asked no one 
for anything. God rest her soul.

She is survived by her son 
John (Laura) Bush, daughters 
Linda (Jacob) Alvarez, Donna 

Bush, and Vicky Bush (Timothy 
Scofi eld), son Mark (Stepha-
nie) Bush, all of Walton; grand-
children Heather, Misty, Chris, 
Jacob, Gary, Cassandra, Cody, 
Sarah, Leanne, Tiff any, Tausha, 
Nikki, Th eodore, and Samantha, 
and several great-grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews; sisters El-
len Crosby, Rosemary Hanes, 
Sherri (Ted) Monroe, and Marge 
(Stuart) Combs, and brother 
James (Ginny) Davis.

She was predeceased by her 
husband Barney Bush Sr., broth-
er Warren Havens, and sisters 
Doris Eighmey and Janet Stewart.

We would like to give a special 
thanks to her daughter Donna 
Bush, grandson Th eodore Bush 
and granddaughter Samantha 
Wong, for being by her side for 
what care she needed when the 
family couldn’t.  

Th ere will be no services at this 
time.

Arrangements are with Court-
ney Funeral Home, 25 Townsend 
Street, Walton.

‘Th ree Days (Triduum)’ 
at Walton

By Pastor Paul Huh

I am very excited to introduce 
the following Holy Week events 
sponsored by the Walton Min-
isterium. It is called Triduum, a 
period of three days’ observance, 
specifi cally Maundy Th ursday, 
Good Friday, and Holy Satur-
day. Th e three days are the most 
important time of the Christian 
churches. 

Maundy Th ursday, March 28
– Maundy comes from the Latin 
root Mandatum or command-
ment, taken from Jesus’ words 
in John 13:34: “A new command-
ment I give to you, that you love 
one another; just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one an-
other.”

4 p.m. communion service at 
First Congregational Church, 
Walton

5 p.m. Christ Episcopal 
Church, Walton

6 p.m. Foot/Handwashing/
Seder Meal at First United Meth-
odist Church, Walton

7 p.m. Communion Service 
at United Presbyterian Church, 
Walton

7 p.m. Communion Service at 
New Hope Community Church, 
Walton

7 p.m. Tenebrae Service at First 
Baptist Church, Walton

7 p.m. Mass at St. John’s Catho-

lic Church, Walton
Good Friday, March 29 – Th is 

is the day of the crucifi xion of Je-
sus and his death at Calvary. 

4 p.m. Tenebrae Service at First 
Congregational Church, Walton

5 p.m. Stations of the Cross at 
Christ Episcopal Church, Walton

7 p.m. Commemoration Ser-
vice at St. John’s Catholic Church, 
Walton

7 p.m. Joint Presbyterian/Riv-
erside Alliance Service at United 
Presbyterian Church, Walton

Saturday, March 30 – Th is 
fi nal day of Christ’s death is as-
sociated with Jesus’ triumphant 
descent into hell or “to the dead” 
according to Apostle’s Creed. 
And Easter offi  cially begins with 
the vigil, including fi rst fi re, bap-
tism, and communion. 

7 p.m. Easter Vigil at St. John’s 
Catholic Church, Walton

Sunday, March 31 – All 
churches in Walton gather for 
Easter, the day of Lord’s resur-
rection at an ecumenical service 
and celebration.

6:30 a.m. Easter “Sonrise” ser-
vice at More Park, Walton

2-4 p.m. Community Easter 
Dinner - New Hope Community 
Church, Walton

Happy Pascha,
Paul Huh, Pastor, Walton Unit-

ed Presbyterian Church. 
pastorpaul@waltonup.org; 

607-865-4390 

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11

[1] Terms and conditions apply, call for details. Courtesy of named DISH Authorized Retailer.

$300 PrePaid Mastercard Make the Switch from DTV Gift Card Offer ends  4/10/2024:
Requires offer code DTV2DISH. Eligibility requires: 1) continuing active DISH service, 2) completion of the first 31 days of DISH service,  3) payment 
of first DISH bill, 4) submission of a recent DirecTV satellite bill for the same name or address, and 5) online redemption after validation. 
Call for full details.

For J.D. Power 2023 award information,
visit jdpower.com/awards

Ranked #1
in Customer Satisfaction 6 Years in a Row

C A L L  U S  N O W !

1-866-782-4069

1-866-782-4069Call us now!

*$300 DTV Switcher Offer is provided by 
DISH, all other gift card offers are courtesy 

of PlanetDISH, call for full offer details.

Add Highspeed Internet
as low as $49.99/mo

FREE Google Voice Remote

Streaming INCLUDED, stream
live TV on up to 5 devices

Free Next Day Professional
Installation (where available)

Enjoy thousands of shows and
movies included On-Demand

J.D. Power Award For Customer
Satisfaction - 6 Years In A Row

Never watch another commercial
during your favorite primetime shows

$2500 OFF.

Get your dream kitchen
remodel today and take

855.281.6439
Up to 10-15% O� maintenance-free cabinet door collections. Cannot be combined with any other o�ers. O�er valid during initial 

consultation only. Does not apply to prior purchases. Homeowner must  complete their free design consultation by 6/30/2024 to 
qualify for this promotion. NYLicense#Nassau:H1759490000 Su�olk:16183H NY/Rockland:5642.

1-877-482-8771SCHEDULE YOUR  
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay 
customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be 
combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all 
sales tax. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 TruGreen Limited Partnership. 
All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most out of 
your lawn this spring.
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MIDDLETOWN
By J. Lawrence-Bauer

joanlb702022@gmail.com
845-324-2770

Want more content? Visit our website The-Reporter.net for digital only content and daily reporting!

Real estate tRansactions
March 19, 2024
DILEO WILLIAM DELHI  DILEO FAMILY TRUST DATED  0.00
DILEO MARY A  MARCH 12 2024 (BY TR)
  DILEO JENNIFER (TR)
TRASK LEON JR (A/K/A SEE INST) TOMPKINS  TRASK LEON EMERSON  0.00
TRASK LEON M (SEE INST)  TRASK OWEN ALBERT
TRASK GERTRUDE  TRASK RYAN E
BAZZANI DEBORAH (AKA/IND & TR)  MIDDLETOWN  BIG RED KILL LLC  1,128.00
BAZZANI DEBORAH S (IND&TR)
SANDERS N LYNN (AKA/IND & TR)
SANDERS NANCY LYNN (IND&TR)
PHILLIP W DARMSTADT AND IVY J BOXER
JOINT FAMILY TRUST (BY TRS)
SANZONE JOSEPH  DAVENPORT  SANZONE JOSEPH F  498.00
SANZONE MONICA
SAIN JANA C KORTRIGHT  ROSENTHAL CHRISTINA  0.00
SAIN ROBERT DALE  TANNEY JOSEPH DAVID JR
WELLS FARGO BANK NATIONAL WALTON  ARDA ALPER  280.00
ASSOCIATION (TR/BY ATTY)  ARDA OZLEM
OPTION ONE MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST  ARDA ALMILA
2007-1 ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES
SERIES 2007-1 (BY TR/BY ATTY)
PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION (ATTY)
WEISS RON DAVENPORT  GONCH CHRISTOPHER  200.00
HIEMSTRA MARIAN  GONCH VERA
KIEL MELISSA (FKA) HARPERSFIELD  STAROBA CASSIDY  424.00
MATTICE MELISSA  HENDRICK ERIK
KIEL MICHAEL
MAYO GARY N  MASONVILLE  SEARLES ANDREW  0.00
MERCADANTE KENNETH J  DELHI  LOWE MICHELE LEE  632.00
MERCADANTE LORI J

March 20, 2024
PERONE JOSEPH  COLCHESTER  RICOTTONI CHARLES  2,500.00
FINCH MILLARD Z (TR)  SIDNEY  NICHOLS WILBER R  2.00
FINCH JACK (TR)
MILLARD Z FINCH REVOCABLE TRUST
U/A/D JULY 18 2014 (BY TRS)
VILLAGE OF WALTON WALTON  DON-LYNN ESTATE HOLDINGS  186.00
WALTON VILLAGE OF  LLC
GOODLAND MARILYN C  COLCHESTER  MAGARDINO JOSEPH  88.00
ANGUS DONNA LEE (EXR)
GENOVESE AUGUSTA JOSEPHINE (EXR OF)
BATSON CONCHITA MENA  MEREDITH  SALKA LESLIE  778.00
WALLACE RALPH A (SEE INST) HARPERSFIELD  BOYLE WILLIAM  60.00
WALLACE HELENA C  BOYLE JENNIFER
HOLDREGE LU ANN E SIDNEY  BECKER FREDERICK M  440.00
HOLDREGE THOMAS R  BECKER HEATHER D
LEIDNER TERESA WALTON  SLATTERY GEORGE  180.00
  SLATTERY MARY
TIASE VALERIE  WALTON  TIASE ANDREW  0.00
FORD MICHELLE  HAMDEN  LAWTON JOANNE E  8.00
DOIG MACK E COLCHESTER  DOIG CHELSEA NICOLE  0.00
  DOIG ZACHARY FRANCIS

March 21, 2024
ADDEO JOSEPH  MIDDLETOWN  ADDEO DANIELA  0.00
ADDEO DANIELA

CASTLEROCK 2023 LLC  MASONVILLE  EDORO EWRE DAVE  80.00
CATSKILL VENTURES LLC (BY REF)  MIDDLETOWN  YU DAMITA WAI TSONG  1,600.00
CRUICKSHANK IAN (SEE INST/BY REF)
GAO XIBAI (REF)
HAGER PENNY J  MASONVILLE  14232 STATE HWY 8 LLC  2,280.00
WALKER STEPHEN  ROXBURY  MCGUIRE ELIZABETH  940.00
WALKER BONNIE
WATTS MICHAEL HANCOCK  WATTS LEON JR  0.00
  WATTS LORRI
FORHAN PATRICK (SEE INST)  DELHI  SHAW JONAH  508.00
FORHAN ANNA
VITTO RICHARD  WALTON  BLOCK BENJAMIN D  1,280.00

March 22, 2024
VITTO RICHARD  WALTON  LYNCH JAMES  960.00
FAMILY TRUST FOR SEBASTIAN DIAZ U/A  DAVENPORT  KE JENNY  300.00
DATED FEBRUARY 19 2020 (BY TR)
DIAZ ABEL BRYAN JR (TR)
SICKLER BRIAN S FRANKLIN  SICKLER BRIAN S  0.00
SICKLER VICKEY L  SICKLER EDWARD J (LIFE USE)
  SICKLER ELDORA J (LIFE USE)
SPEIDELL WILLIAM P  HAMDEN  SPEIDELL WILLIAM P  0.00
SPEIDELL KAREN C
FOSTER MARTIN S HAMDEN  FOSTER BRIAN P  0.00
FOSTER LORETTA L  FOSTER MARTIN S (LIFE USE)
  FOSTER LORETTA L (LIFE USE)
CLEAR CHANNEL OUTDOOR LLC  MIDDLETOWN  VERDE OUTDOOR HV LLC  46.00

March 25, 2024
SCARDUZIO CARL R SR SIDNEY  LABRACHE AMY (TR)  0.00
SCARDUZIO MARIANNE  SUNSET IRREVOCABLE TRUST
  DATED FEBRUARY 22 2024 (BY TR)
GOODSPEED RICHARD L DAVENPORT  ODONNELL WILLIAM J  0.00
WILSEY SHARON A (NKA)  ODONNELL SHARON A
ODONNELL SHARON A
BABY BUDDHA LLC (SEE INST)  ROXBURY  PANAYOTOV KATHERINE  1,160.00
DEYSENROTH PAUL A III STAMFORD  DEYSENROTH PAUL A III  0.00
DEYSENROTH GWEN A (AKA)  DEYSENROTH GWEN A
DEYSENROTH GWEN
DEYSENROTH PAUL A III STAMFORD  DEYSENROTH PAUL A III  0.00
DEYSENROTH GWEN  DEYSENROTH GWEN A
PELLEGRINO DIANE JUDE (CO EXR)  MEREDITH  PELLEGRINO DIANE J  0.00
PREBLICK DIANE J (FKA/CO EXR)
PELLEGRINO CONCETTA D (CO EXRS
OF/EST OF)
PELLEGRINO DIANE J (FKA/CO EXR)
PELLEGRINO GERALD R III(CO EXR)
PELLEGRINO GENNARO R (SEE INST)
PREBLICK DIANE J (FKA/IND/CO EXR)  DELHI  70 MAIN LLC  0.00
PELLEGRINO GERALD R III(IND/CO EXR)
PELLEGRINO DIANE J (FKA/IND/CO EXR)
PELLEGRINO DIANE JUDE (IND/CO EXR)
PELLEGRINO CONCETTA D (CO EXRS
OF/EST OF)
PELLEGRINO GENNARO R (SEE INST/AKA)
PELLEGRINO GENNARO R JR
KOENIG LEO  ANDES  KOENIG LEO  0.00

Grantor  Location Grantee  Transfer TaxGrantor  Location Grantee  Transfer Tax

HOSKING SALES LLC 
CERTIFIED ORGANIC MARKETING AGENCY

Weekly Sales Every Monday – Misc. items, Poultry & produce etc. will start 
approx. 1:00 before the Dairy follow with any sheep, lamb, goat & pigs. 
Calf sale evening after 5:30 then feeders followed by all other beef. Let’s 
keep the cattle in the marketplace to help the competition – sending 
direct gives you no competition. Beef prices have been strong time to 
cull the bottom end – feeders etc. Let us help you. 

Mon. Mar. 25th - Cull Dairy ave. $.93 top cow $1.44, Cull Beef $1.09 - 
$1.15O, Organic cull dairy $.60 - $1.33, Bulls ( over 1200#) $1.11 - $1.45, 
Dairy Feeders $.61 - $1.19, Feeder heifers - $1.07- $1.47,  Feeder bulls 
$1.09 - $1.67, Feeder Steers $1.60 - $1.62, Bull calves top $5.50 top beef 
calf $9.00,  Heifer calves top $2.40 top beef calf $8.90, Dairy Milking age 
$1975, Bred heifers top $2450, Organic Milking age top $2550.

Mon. April 1st – Normal Monday Sale & Monthly Fat Cow & Feeder Sale.

Sat. April 6th - sale held on the farm Richfield Springs, NY.  11:00AM. 
Ovaltop Holsteins Herd Reduction Sale.  Registered Holsteins, R&W 
Holsteins.  Selling over 100 Lots - Cows in all stages of lactation, recently 
fresh heifers, bred heifers, Show-age calves & Embryo Lots. GPS address: 
436 Chyle Road, Richfield Springs, NY.  MARK YOUR CALENDERS A 
DAY YOU WILL NOT WANT TO MISS!

Mon. April 8th - Normal Monday Sale & Monthly Heifer Sale.  A group of 
60-70 Holstein freestall heifers from weaned up to breeding age all have 
been vaccinated.  Several other groups of bred heifers.

Mon. April 15th – Normal Monday Sale & Monthly Sheep, Lamb, Goat & 
Pig Sale

Sat. April 20th - Our Spring Machinery Consignment Sale held at our 
facility. Always a full line of equipment.  Call to advertise your line of 
machinery.

Mon. April 22nd - Normal Monday Sale & Monthly Organic Day.  Special: 
Certified Organic Herd Dispersal- Home Acres Farm send their milking 
age cows consisting of 25 head of Holsteins and Holstein Crosses in all 
stages of lactation.  Cattle will be boostered with Express Fp5-VL5HB.

Mon. April 29th – Normal Monday Sale

Sat. May 4th - sale held at the salebarn.  Spring Production Sale.  
Accepting 120 head of all Registered Dairy Cattle (All Breeds).  Let us 
know if you have anything for this sale – consignments are rolling in call 
before we fill up.

Sat. May 11th - NYS Jersey Sale - Batavia, NY

Sat. May 18th - 1:00 - sale held at our facility.  Beef Turnout Sale – 
Featuring a beef herd. We will start taking cattle on Friday, May 17th. We 
have plenty of hay & water. If you need another arrival time call to make 
arrangements.  Call to advertise your group, it makes a difference.

**OUR CAFÉ IS ALWAYS OPEN EVERY SALE DAY – COME IN AND 
ENJOY A GREAT MEAL WITH MISTY! **
WATCH FUTURE ADS ON UPCOMING SALES WE HAVE IN THE 
WORKS IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL IF ITS ONE OR A WHOLE 
HERD LET US HELP YOU THROUGH THE PROCESS.

   **Trucking Assistance – Call the Sale Barn or check out our trucker 
list on our website.  Call to advertise in any of these sales it makes a 
difference.  Watch websites for any last-minute updates.

Directions:  Hosking Sales LLC  6096 NYS Rt. 8, 30 miles South of Utica &  
6 miles North of New Berlin, NY.  

www.hoskingsales.com 
Tom 607-972-1770

Dan Hosking 607-972-8773

Like us on facebook Hosking Sales 
Brenda 607-972-1771
Office 607-847-8800

www.laibids.com 

Online Bidding Only 

This is a very partial listing. 
 Visit www.laibids.com for

Complete Catalog and to Bid! 

(607) 865-6951 

Equipment & Tools: Ryobi electric riding mower ~ Little Giant scaffold ladder ~ AC 
gas welder ~ Senco Duraspin deck & drywall guns ~ Paslode & Porter Cable nailers ~ 
other power tools ~ SS wash vat ~ misc. hand tools & hardware 
Antiques, Household & Misc.: Frigidaire ref/freezer ~ GE upright freezer ~ Frigidaire 
front load washer ~ corn stove ~ dining room furniture ~ maple server ~ computer 
cabinet ~ entertainment center ~ dressers & chests ~ bedroom suites ~ dehumidifier ~ 
elec. heaters ~ oak country Hepplewhite table ~ dome-top trunk ~ mahogany book-
case ~ 2-drawer blanket chest ~ oak church booth ~ crocks ~ cast iron cookware ~ 
costume jewelry ~ and much more. 

This is a very partial listing ~ Visit Website for Detailed Catalog and to Bid! 
Preview: Monday April 1st 9am – 4:30pm at our Bainbridge Auction Facility
Pick-up: Friday April 5th and Monday April 8th 8:30am – 4:30pm both days. Also Satur-
day April 6th 8am-10am

April Consignment  
Lambrecht Bainbridge Facility 

151-153 County Hwy 38 
Bainbridge, NY 13733  

Online Bidding Begins Closing: 
Thursday April 4th @ 7 pm  

Perhaps my obsession with 
spring is annoying. But honestly, 
did we really need the freezing 
temperatures, snow, rain, sleet 
and ice storm that took us from 
Saturday into Sunday last week? 
March is supposed to be “in like a 
lion, out like a lamb,” not the ob-
verse, which doubles as perverse, 
stubbornly contradictory. Sure 
hope the sun, blue sky and chirp-
ing robins on Sunday were more 
than just a harbinger of spring.

There is so much to look for-
ward to. At its monthly board of 
education meeting last week, 
the Margaretville Central School 
leaders approved “give backs” 
on snow days. Since there are 
still four unused snow days that 
were allocated, they announced 
that school will be closed Mon-
day, April 8, on Friday, April 26, 
Friday, May 24 and Tuesday, May 
28. April 8 is a great day to close 
because most everyone in the 
great northeast will be watching 
a unique solar eclipse that day. 
The moon will pass between the 
Earth and the Sun that day. The 
moon’s apparent diameter will 
be larger than the sun’s so all di-
rect sunlight will be blocked. New 
Yorkers to the north and west of 
us will get the totality of the total 
eclipse, but our view should be 
pretty spectacular. Predictions 
say we’ll see it here mid- to late 
afternoon and as always, people 
are warned not to look directly at 
the sun while it occurs. 

People of my generation will 
remember making pinhole cam-
eras to use when watching an 
eclipse. If you have little ones, it 
might be fun to take that route. 
Instructions are easy to find on 
the internet. Those not so in-
clined can get inexpensive spe-
cial viewing glasses at the Happy 
Giraffe in Margaretville. After the 
fun of an extra vacation day and 
the excitement of the eclipse, 
kids in grades three through 
eight can look forward to several 
days of standardized state tests 
before they actually get back 
down to studies for the last part 
of the school year. 

Speaking of school, for those 
of you who want to come back, 
former resident Mark Laden-
heim is leading an effort to host 
a 50th reunion for his class of 
1970 that will also feature an all-

school reunion for everyone who 
wants to return. If you’re doing 
the math, you know 1970 was 54 
years ago and that this year, the 
class of 1974 should be having a 
fiftieth reunion. But Mark notes 
that his class missed their chance 
for a fiftieth because of COVID 
in 2020, so they will circle back 
and celebrate this year. Perhaps 
someone from the Class of 1974 
is planning a 50th reunion this 
year, but we haven’t heard that at 
this time. The alumni weekend is 
scheduled for Aug. 9 – 11 and so 
far, graduates from the 1940s, 50s, 
60s and 70s have gotten involved. 
It’s shaping up to be a great event 
and if any readers wants to help, 
just contact me (info is at top of 
the column) and I’ll put you in 
touch with Mark and his team.

Delaware County Office for the 
Aging announced that the Dela-
ware County Senior Council is 
seeking nominations for the Se-
nior Citizen of the Year Award. 
The award honors a Delaware 
County resident age 60 or more 
who stands out in the commu-
nity for ongoing devotion of time 
and talent in a variety of areas. I 
plan to nominate Bob Barack for 
the award. Bob’s service started 
in the military and seems to have 
never ended. He is a stalwart at 
Sacred Heart Parish in Margaret-
ville where he is found not just on 
Sundays, but any day when help 
is needed. He is the foundation of 

Margaretville’s American Legion 
Hall. He not only works on every 
event to help and honor veterans, 
but he also makes the legion hall 
open and available for any wor-
thy community organization that 
needs the space. He shows up 
at every activity there, no matter 
what or who the sponsor is and 
dives in to help make the place 
a success. He doesn’t just play 
Santa Claus at Christmas, he is 
Santa Claus. With wife Ellie at his 
side he brings Christmas to life at 
numerous holiday events, never 
disappointing a child in the com-
munity. If you want to help with 
Bob’s nomination, or suggest an-
other name to be nominated for 
this much deserved honor, send 
me an email or call or text me us-
ing the info at the top of the col-
umn.

Girl Scout cookie season is just 
about over. I sure was happy to 
get my thin mint fix for the year. 
If you missed yours, there is one 
last chance Saturday, March 30 - 
there will be a Girl Scout Cookie 
booth on Main Street in Marga-
retville in front of the Binnekill 
Square complex. Scouts will sell 
cookies from 10 until 2 p.m. un-
less they sell out before 2. Grab 
your favorite flavor and support 
our local scouts.

The Delaware County Board 
of Elections is looking for elec-
tion inspectors. They need two 
Republicans and two Democrats 

for every voting district. Now is a 
great time for anyone who is con-
cerned about free and fair elec-
tions in our country to step up 
and participate. Poll workers are 
the front line people who guar-
antee that elections are conduct-
ed fairly and the work they do is 
critical to our democracy and 
our way of life. Inspectors work 
from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Election 
Days and are paid $250 for each 
election at which they work. For 

more information you can call 
the board of elections at 607-832-
5321.

 Sending good wishes to young 
Addisen Sass who had a birthday 
last week and to Amy Metnick as 
she recovers from hip replace-
ment surgery. Remember, this 
column is your column. If you 
want to send thoughts or shout-
outs in or about our community, 
just let me know.
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Bryce Bracchy of Delhi fi shes the west branch of the Delaware River using a Phoebe lure.
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By Alyshia Korba

WALTON - Walton Central School’s 
(WCS) seventh grade class has been 
caring for unique classroom pets this 
school year — a few hundred trout eggs. 
The activity is part of the Trout in the 
Classroom (TIC) program, an interna-
tional effort to connect students in the 
U.S. and United Kingdom to their local 
watersheds. 

In New York, the program is adminis-
tered through the Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) which 
provides brown trout and/or brook 
trout eggs to participating classrooms. 

Students care for the eggs until they 
grow into fingerlings at which point 
they are released into rivers and streams 
throughout the watershed. Eggs are 
generally given to the teachers around 
October and released in the spring.

David Burnsworth, social studies 
teacher and seventh grade advisor, 
took over the WCS trout tank from the 
agriculture class when he started at the 
school five years ago. He started doing 
the program while working at Unadil-
la Valley Central School after learning 
about it at a Trout Unlimited meeting. 

“I just thought that that was an awe-

some idea to bring something that I like 
in,” Burnsworth said. “I can share my 
knowledge and passion with the kids 
about fishing and conservation.”

Students help with tank setup and 
maintenance, monitoring the health of 
the fish and feeding the fish. The WCS 
tank received 200 brook trout eggs and 
100 brown trout eggs, and approximate-
ly 150 made it to the fingerling stage.

Throughout the year, students learn 
about and practice water testing to 
monitor pH, nitrates, nitrites and am-
monia in the tank. They are also taught 
about the life cycle of a trout and get to 
observe the first few stages of develop-
ment. 

Seventh-graders Kendall McDonald 
and Madilyn Russell said witnessing the 
development of the trout has been their 
favorite part of the project so far.

“They go from that little orange egg 
to laying in a jail cell, not moving, do-
ing nothing, to like now they’re out and 
swimming around,” McDonald said, re-
ferring to the protective mesh “jail cell,” 
or egg basket, that the trout are kept in 
during the egg and alevin stages.

The students said one exciting mo-
ment in this activity was when they re-
turned from the holiday break to find 
the trout had grown enough to swim out 

Alyshia Korba/The Reporter

Seventh grade students Madilyn Russell and Kendall McDonald help advisor 
David Bursnworth feed the juvenile fish.

contributed photo
Seventh grade student Westin Torres observes the trout as they prepare to 
leave their egg basket.

Schools of Trout 
Walton students participate in spring trout stocking
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33 West Street, Walton 
(607) 865-6326

33 West Street, Walton, NY 13856

(607) 865-6326
Repairs & Inspections on all makes/models

Hours: Mon-Thur, 9am - 5:30pm;
Fri, 9am - 5pm; Sat, 9am - 4pm

weVisit Us At: www.klingerpo rsports.com

* CanAm/Spyder
* Ski Doo
* Kawasaki
* Kymco
* CF Moto
* Trailers

NEED A DIFFERENT 
ANGLE ON YOUR 

INSURANCE?

Alyshia Korba/The Reporter

Social studies teacher, seventh grade advisor and fisherman David Burn-
sworth encourages students like Kendall McDonald to be involved in the trout 
care and tank maintenance.

of their “jail cells”.
“It was just weird how they were like 

in a ball and now they’re like real,” Rus-
sell said.

The program is especially targeted to 
schools in cities where students other-
wise would not have the opportunity to 
engage with their watersheds, but Burn-
sworth said it is just as important for 
students in the watershed.

“It’s an easy thing that kids can grasp 
to understand the importance of pro-
tecting their local waters,” Burnsworth 
said. “It’s a fun way to kind of sneak in 
some learning without them even really 
knowing it.”

The tank was previously sponsored by 
the Oneonta chapter of Trout Unlimit-
ed, but was dropped from the chapter 
for “unknown reasons”, Burnsworth 
said. The school did not have a tank last 
year as a result, but it has been reestab-

lished with the help of a grant from the 
O’Connor Foundation.

Students were slightly delayed in get-
ting their eggs because of the funding 
issue, Burnsworth said, and received 
them in December rather than October, 
but the trout will be ready for release in 
April nevertheless. The class is partner-
ing with the Catskill Fly Fishing Muse-
um and the DEC Catskill Fish Hatch-
ery to coordinate the release with their 
stocking schedule. Burnsworth said he 
expects that they will be releasing the 
fish into the Beaver Kill.

Trout in the Classroom at WCS may 
be expanding in the future, Burn-
sworth said, as several teachers in the 
Townsend Elementary School have ex-
pressed interest in starting their own 
tank. He said he is planning to apply for 
another grant to get a tank for the ele-
mentary school.

Trout season  
opens April 1

1.9 million trout stocked statewide
The spring trout fishing season begins 

April 1. There are excellent angling op-
portunities thanks to DEC’s extensive 
stocking program and wild trout fisher-
ies. DEC stocks nearly 1.9 million trout 
in waters statewide, beginning in March 
and lasting until early June. 

Trout Regulations
For decades, April 1 was the tradition-

al “opening day” of inland trout 
fishing season. Now the date 
marks the opening of the har-
vest season after year-round 
fishing was greenlit on most 
streams in 2021, with the im-
plementation of an Oct. 16 to 
March 31 “artificial lures only, 
catch-and-release” season.  

Trout Stocking
Beginning in March, DEC trout stock-

ing is in full swing with 1,884,756 catch-
able brook, brown, and rainbow trout 
stocked in ponds and streams across 
the state. “Stocked-Extended” streams, 
listed in the Inland Trout Streams Reg-
ulations section of the freshwater fish-
ing regulations guide, will receive fish 
every other week for two months to 
enhance season-long opportunities for 
angler success. Most streams will also 
receive a seeding of larger stocked trout. 
Spring trout stocking lists, including 
the week of stocking for trout streams, 
can be found at www.dec.ny.gov/out-
door/30465.html 

Trout Stream Fishing  
Opportunities 

Last year, DEC added a new feature to 

its official HuntFishNY app called The 
Tackle Box. Fishing regulations, boat-
ing access, and stocking information 
are all available in a map-based inter-
face from the convenience of a smart 
phone. Other features include driving 
directions to state boat launch sites and 
an offline feature that allows users to 
access information when cell coverage 
isn’t available. The HuntFishNY app, 

which includes the Tackle Box, is 
free of charge and available 
through the App store (iOS) 
and Google Play (Android) 

for anyone to download on 
their tablet or smart phone. For more 
information on the HuntFishNY app 
and new Tackle Box feature visit the 
DEC website at www.dec.ny.gov/out-
door/96470.html 

The popular Trout Stream Fishing 
Map on DECinfo Locator is also avail-
able. Anglers can view trout stream 
reaches, color-coded by management 
category, and fishing access associated 
with those reaches. Links to the Trout 
Stream Fishing Map and a User Guide 
are available at www.dec.ny.gov/out-
door/122444.html Anglers are encour-
aged to check these valuable resources 
when planning their next fishing trip. 

2023 Freshwater Fishing  
Regulations Guide

A digital version of the new guide is 
available to download on the DEC web-
site at www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7917.
html Hard copies of the guide are avail-
able wherever sporting licenses are 
sold. 
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Sales & Service

Now Carrying

Outdoor Power Equipment
 Lawn Tractors  Chainsaws  String Trimmers  Lawn Mowers
84 Delaware St., Walton, NY 13856  607-865-6061

Field & Brush Mowers

63rd annual 
Two-Headed Trout dinner

ROSCOE - Th e 63rd annual 
Two-Headed Trout dinner, sponsored 
by the Roscoe Chamber of Commerce, 
will take place at the Rockland House 
April 6 from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.  

Guest speakers include Carolyn Sum-
mers, founder of Th e Flying Trillium, na-
tionally renowned pollinator advocate 
essential to the health of fl y fi shing trout 
and a vibrant outdoor sporting environ-
ment; 2024 Joan Wulff  Excellence in Fly 
Fishing Award recipient Nancy Zakon; 
and inaugural 2024 Golden Trout Com-

munity Service Award recipient Harris 
Funeral Home, Roscoe.

Th ere will be raffl  es, a silent auction 
and $1,000 in prizes.

Socialize, eat, drink and dance the 
night away. Acclaimed local musicians 
“Shades” will perform before and after 
dinner.

Tickets are $80 per individual; $640 
per table for eight. 

For more info and to purchase tickets 
visit: roscoeny.com 

UDC seeks river and 
shoreline cleanup proposals
NARROWSBURG – Th e Upper Dela-

ware Council, Inc. (UDC) is accepting 
applications through April 19 for its 
2024 River & Shoreline Cleanup Grants 
Program.

Since 2014, the UDC has disbursed a 
total of $48,403.13 in support of its mem-
ber municipalities to organize cleanups 
in the river and along the banks of their 
localities to help maintain the pristine 
quality of the Upper Delaware Scenic 
and Recreational River.

Th e UDC’s 13 bi-state members - the 
New York state towns of Hancock, Fre-
mont, Delaware, Cochecton, Tusten, 
Highland, Lumberland, and Deerpark; 
and the Pennsylvania townships of Ber-
lin, Damascus, Lackawaxen, Shohola, 
and Westfall - are eligible to submit pro-
posals.

Priority is given to projects that get 
adult and youth volunteers involved, 
show local investment, and refl ect a 
commitment to become self-sustaining. 
Respect for private property rights is 
paramount during cleanups.

Interested towns must submit a let-
ter to the UDC describing their project, 
an estimated budget with a breakdown 
for materials and services, the funding 
amount requested, and contact infor-
mation for a project leader.

Th e UDC’s Operations Committee 
will review applications at its April 23 
meeting and the full council is expected 
to vote on the awards May 2.

Successful applicants will have until 
Sept. 10 to complete their projects and 
submit a request for reimbursement.

Th e UDC non-profi t organization 
opts to share with its membership a 
portion of its federal operational fund-
ing that the National Park Service (NPS) 
allocates in the form of mini-grants for 
river sweeps and technical assistance 
projects.

Th e River & Shoreline Cleanup Grants 
Program began in 2014 after the NPS 
discontinued its direct contributions to 
municipalities for trash removal.

For more information, contact UDC 
Executive Director Laurie Ramie at 845-
252-3022 or laurie@upperdelaware-
council.org

2024 Free Fishing Days
New York has designated Free Fishing 

Days for 2024. On the following days, 
the state’s fi shing license requirement is 
waived for freshwater fi shing:

• June 29-30
• Sept. 28
• Nov. 11 
Th e Free Fishing Days program began 

in 1991 to give people the opportunity 

to fi sh at no cost. It encourages people 
to try a new hobby and potentially buy 
a New York State fi shing license which 
supports conservation. 

To purchase a fi shing license visit: 
dec.ny.gov/regulatory/permits-licens-
es/sporting-and-use/sporting/fish-
ing-license

Lillian Browne/The Reporter

Emelia McGraw, at age 2, tries her 
hand at fi shing Wakeman Brook in 
Walton.

5th annual service couples 
fl y-fi shing experience contest
Sponsored by Friends of the Upper Delaware River 

and Trout Unlimited
When: Sunday, June 2 through 

Saturday, June 8
Complementary six-nights lodg-

ing at the beautiful West Branch An-
gler Resort in Deposit. Four days of 
fl y-fi shing instruction, guided wade 
fi shing, and fl oat fi shing on the Up-
per Delaware River, one of the fi nest 
wild trout habitats in North Ameri-
ca.

Free day Wednesday, June 6, for ex-
ploring, hiking, birding, kayaking.

All fi shing gear is provided. Fly-fi sh-
ing experience is helpful, but not re-
quired

Open to couples representing the mil-
itary, fi re, emergency medical service 
and law enforcement (fi rst responder) 
and frontline medical communities.

Th e event is FUDR’s and TU’s way 
of saying thank you for the service you 
have given to the community, and for 
the support your partner has given to 

you in your service.
For an application visit mcusercon-

tent.com/4aac2335f264c89d0c019eec1/
files/f8c154d2-e8f2-bfbf-2fe0-ad-
f99644a926/Application.01.pdf  

For a schedule of events vis-
it mcusercontent.com/4aac2335f-
264c89d0c019eec1/files/10b3ba4d-
b f c 3 - 9 0 c b - 0 b 6 b - a 1 c 8 9 c d b 0 d c 5 /
Schedule_of_events_for_guests_2024.
pdf 

For questions, email Peter@pmosko-
vitz@gmail.com or call 202-841-8122.
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~ Serving the Area since 1933 ~
Auto • Home • Business • Life

~ 3 Delaware County Locations ~

607-364-0006 • 72 Main Street, Delhi, NY 13753

607-326-4012 • 53530 State Hwy. 30, Roxbury, NY 12474

607-865-4416 • 138 Delaware Street, Walton, NY 13856

Visit Us On The Web:
hughsonbenson.com

Government investment boosts eff orts to protect the 
Upper Delaware River trout fi shery

By Jeff  Skelding

Th e Upper Delaware River watershed 
is an important part of the long and 
storied history of trout fi shing heritage 
in the Catskills and includes great an-
gling waters like the East Branch, West 
Branch, Beaverkill, and Willowemoc. 
Along with its Catskills counterparts 
like the Esopus and the Schoharie that 
drain to the Hudson River, it’s the area 
renowned as the birthplace of American 
fl y fi shing. 

Th e construction of the New York City 
Delaware River basin reservoirs in the 
1950s and 1960s created a world-class 
wild trout fi shery below those dams 
(“the tailwaters”) on the East Branch, 
West Branch, and mainstem of the Up-
per Delaware River. Further down the 
watershed, the Neversink River, fed 
by the Neversink Reservoir, also off ers 
world-class trout fi shing.

At the local level, there have been 
many eff orts over the decades to pro-
tect our trout streams and preserve and 
promote our angling history. Th ese in-
clude approaches like the development 
of trout management plans, special reg-
ulations for “catch and release,” angling 
and conservation education eff orts, and 
a growing reliance on stream protection 
and restoration eff orts that improve 
trout habitat and water quality.  

Th ese eff orts got a shot in the arm in 
2017 when the federal government fi -
nally recognized the need to institute 
a program - the Delaware River Basin 
Restoration Program - that could pro-
vide the Delaware River watershed with 
a reliable source of funding to imple-
ment measures to protect water quali-
ty, habitat, and trout streams. Since the 
inception of the program, more than $5 
million has come into the watershed for 
on-the-ground stream protection and 
restoration projects. 

After the adoption of the federal pro-
gram, New York state began to turn its 
attention to the Upper Delaware River 
trout fi shery like never before. In 2018, 
the New York State Department Of En-
vironmental Conservation (NYSDEC) 
partnered with the Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission on a three-year 
fi sheries investigation study that lays 
the foundation for a fi rst-ever wild 

trout management plan for the tailwa-
ter fi shery below the Cannonsville and 
Pepacton dams. In 2020, the state of 
New York included a line item in the 
state budget to fund a comprehensive 
watershed-wide action agenda that will 
boost eff orts to protect trout streams 
throughout the New York portion of the 
Upper Delaware River watershed. And 
in 2021, NYSDEC categorized the Upper 
Delaware River tailwaters as a “wild pre-
mier” trout stream aff ording it the high-
est levels of protection in the fi rst-ever 
New York State Trout Stream Manage-
ment Plan. 

All of this progress couldn’t be time-
lier. We’ve reached a crossroads as in-
creasing pressures in the watershed 
present ecological challenges that 
threaten native and wild trout through-
out the Catskills. Trout need cold, clean 
water, and healthy aquatic habitat in 
the river to thrive. Climate change im-
pacts can lead to rising water tempera-
tures and more frequent and severe 
storms that cause habitat impacts that 
are unfavorable to trout survival. Forest 
fragmentation, sediment disturbance, 
increasing sewage, and stormwater 
runoff  from impervious surfaces are 
all outcomes of growth that need to be 
planned for and managed properly.  

Th ere have been numerous water-
shed protection plans developed over 
the decades in the upper Delaware 
watershed both above and below the 
New York City dams often targeted at 
a sub-watershed level. Many of these 
plans have led to measurable improve-
ments in fl ood mitigation, water quality, 
habitat improvement, and recreational 
enhancements. But the upper Delaware 
River in New York has never had a com-
prehensive plan that lays out a vision 
for water resource management for the 
entire watershed. New York state’s in-
vestment has created an opportunity 
to put in place a watershed-wide action 
agenda that recognizes exiting plans, 
helps advance their goals and objectives 
where needed, and fi lls in gaps where 

no plans exist. 
Over the past two years, Friends of 

the Upper Delaware River have worked 
with dozens of partners representing a 
wide variety of watershed stakeholders 
to launch a fi rst-ever watershed stake-
holder engagement process that will 
inventory the entire watershed, identify 
its most pressing challenges, and make 
recommendations for how we can adapt 
and adjust to these changing times. Th e 
fi sh will appreciate it. Th e action agenda 
focuses on water quality, habitat protec-
tion, climate change, and recreational 
opportunities. 

To ensure the action agenda is top 
notch, we need everybody to partici-
pate. One of the key constituencies that 
need to engage with us are anglers. An-

glers know the river and understand the 
importance of keeping it clean. Anglers 
tend to be on the front of lines of conser-
vation stewardship. Th eir love of fi shing 
and fi sh enhances their understanding 
of the sensitive balance of the natural 
world. 

Th e action agenda is a living docu-
ment subject to regular modifi cations as 
environmental conditions change. We 
need anglers to tell us what you want in 
the plan and make suggestions that will 
improve the angling experience in the 
Upper Delaware River watershed. 

For more information and to become 
involved in the implementation of the 
Upper Delaware River Action Agenda , 
contact Friends of the Upper Delaware 
River at info@fudr.org or visit fudr.org 

Jeff  Skelding is the executive director 
of Friends of the Upper Delaware River 
(FUDR) based in Hancock. Since 2017, 
FUDR has spearheaded a grassroots ef-
fort to generate more than $6 million in 
federal and state investments in Upper 
Delaware River watershed protection.
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Fishing For Stream Trout
With thousands of miles of streams 

across the state, there are ample trout 
fishing opportunities in New York. Each 
year the DEC stocks around 2.3 million 
catchable-size brook, brown and rain-
bow trout in almost 300 lakes, ponds 
and roughly 3,100 miles of streams 
across the state. Many of these streams 
support wild populations of trout as 
well. 

Brook or Speckled Trout
Brook trout are native to the state and 

are New York’s official state fish. Brook 
trout generally live in small-to-mod-
erate-sized streams, lakes, and ponds, 
wherever cool (below 72 degrees Fahr-
enheit) water is available. They tend to 
prefer colder water than rainbow and 
brown trout, and they are often found 
in the headwaters of streams. The DEC 
stocks around 151,000 brook trout each 
spring.

Brown Trout
Brown trout were brought over from 

Europe in the 1880s and can now be 
found in waters all across New York. 
Browns can be found in streams, riv-
ers, ponds and lakes and can tolerate 
higher water temperatures than brook 
trout. Many anglers feel that brown 
trout tend to be more wary and chal-
lenging to catch than brook or rainbow 
trout. Spring stocking include 1.8 mil-
lion brown trout, 89,000 of which are 
two year old fish that average thirteen 
inches.

Rainbow Trout
Rainbows are native to the Pacific 

coast and were introduced into New 
York waters in the 1870s. Rainbows 
are found in streams, rivers, lakes and 
ponds. Like brown trout, they can tol-
erate higher water temperatures than 
brook trout. Around 392,000 rainbow 
trout are stocked each spring into 

streams and lakes.
Spin Fishing Equipment
Though any fishing rod and reel will 

work for stream trout, choosing equip-
ment appropriate to the size fish you are 
after will improve your success. Light 
and ultra-light spinning rods from 4 1/2 
to 8 1/2 feet in length work well. Shorter 
rods are easier to handle when dealing 
with overhanging trees and branches 
found along many trout streams, but are 
usually more difficult to hook fish with. 
Longer rods, however, are usually better 
for hooking and playing fish and for in-
creased casting distance. Match the rod 
with a small to medium sized spinning 
reel spooled with four to eight pound 
monofilament line.

Lures and Baits
Good artificial lures to try are small 

spinners, spoons, jigs, stickbaits, and 
plastics (like 1-2” tube jigs and twister 
tails.) If using spinners and spoons, a 
small ball bearing snap swivel will help 
avoid line twist.

Natural baits that work for trout are 
worms, fish eggs, grasshoppers, salt-
ed or live minnows, corn, maggots and 
small marshmallows. Check current 
fishing regulations as some areas restrict 
the use of natural or live bait. Worms 
should be hooked once or twice, leav-
ing a trailing tail that undulates in the 
water and helps attract fish. However, if 
fish are just nipping off this tail section, 
try a smaller piece of worm. Good hook 
sizes range from size 6 to 10, depending 
on the size of the bait being used. Use as 
little weight as possible; you want your 
bait to drift along naturally and just tick 
the bottom. Carry a few different sizes of 
small, removable split shot so you can 
adjust your weight. When fishing deep 
pools or long runs, try suspending your 
bait under a float (or bobber).

A third bait option is the artificial baits 
that are made of natural ingredients. 
They are biodegradable and available 
in a variety of shapes and styles such 
as worms, nuggets, maggots and twist-
er tails. A nice thing about these baits is 
that they need no special care like nat-
ural baits do, and they stay on the hook 
well when casting.

Fly Fishing Equipment
Fly Rod
A good fly rod for stream fishing 

would be a 7½ to 9 foot 4 to 6 weight 
rod. Match this with a disc drag or sin-
gle action fly reel spooled with 50 yards 
of Dacron backing; along with a weight 
forward floating line (matched to rod) 
with a 9 to 12 foot tapered leader with a 
4X tippet.

Flies
A good all-around starter fly assort-

ment for much of New York would be:
Dry Flies: Adams, Elk-Hair Caddis
Wet Flies: Royal Coachman, Black 

Gnat
Nymphs: Gold Ribbed Hare’s Ear, 

Prince Nymph
Streamers: Muddler Minnow, Wooly 

Bugger

Fishing Methods
When fishing for trout in streams, it’s 

best to work your way upstream (against 
the current) whenever possible. This is 
especially important when fishing for 
wild or spooky fish. Trout usually face 
into the current and will be less likely to 
see you approaching from behind. Wear 
camouflage clothing or “natural colors,” 
and try to avoid brightly colored cloth-
ing and hats. Move slowly and disturb 
the water as little as possible. Polarized 

glasses will aid you when wading and 
for seeing fish and fish-holding areas. 
A good option is to fish your way up-
stream with a fast moving bait like a 
spinner and then fish back downstream 
with a slower presentation like a worm 
or small jig. The faster bait allows you to 
cover water quickly and to catch aggres-
sive fish. The slower bait works well for 
fish you may have spooked on your first 
pass or fish that are less aggressive.

When fishing for trout you will usual-
ly be fishing stream pockets, pools and 
runs.

Stream Etiquette
At times, the fishing pressures can be 

heavy and stream etiquette can go a long 
way in making everyone’s day pleasur-
able. Elbow room to fish is a common 
courtesy. The stationary or slow moving 
angler should be given room by over-
taking them noiselessly out of the water 
and reentering as far away as practical. 
Wading right up to another angler could 
disturb a pod of feeding fish, and no one 
appreciates this type of conduct. Pleas-
ant conversations are OK, so long as you 
don’t disturb other anglers. Remember, 
elbow room to fish is a common cour-
tesy.

Catch and Release
There’s nothing wrong with keeping 

some fish for the frying pan. Fish are 
delicious and eating a few fresh fish is 
a great way of capping off a fun day of 
fishing. If you plan on releasing fish 
though, there are some steps you can 
take to help improve their survival.

Methods for Releasing Fish
• Use barbless hooks; they cause less 

damage to the fish.
• Playing a fish for just a short time 

increases its chance of survival. Do not 
play a fish longer than necessary.

• Wet your hands before touching a 
fish that is to be released. Dry skin will 
remove the mucous coating on trout. 
Avoid touching the gills.

• Use of a landing net also increases 
the survival rate of a trout.

• Gently push the hook out and cradle 
the fish in your hand, underwater and 
facing upstream. After a moment, allow 
the fish to swim free. If the fish turns up-
side down, catch it and revive it as stated 
above.

* courtesy of the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conserva-
tion
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Reelin’ ‘em in
Time-tested spincasting gear and tips

By Lillian Browne

Trout fishing in Delaware Coun-
ty is not just a pastime - it’s a tradition 
steeped in history and lore. Flyfishing 
was birthed in the Catskills and the 
famed Beaver Kill, Willowemoc and 
east and west branches of the Delaware 
River draw thousands of fly fishers to 
the area each year seeking a day on the 
water. But that is not how most people 
fish in Delaware County.

It’s here that fly fishers share the water 
and stream banks with spincasters of all 
ages - using bait and lures.

Dick Gifford, owner of Gifford’s Sports 
Supply in Walton, someone who has 

been in the business for decades, shares 
tips to help reel in fish.

Lures
Most lures for freshwater fishing imi-

tate bait fish in a river lake or stream. 
Gifford said, “So it’s best to choose 

one that comes close to imitating a bait 
native of the waters you are fishing,” he 
said. Among his best selling lures is the 
Phoebe. The lure was invented by Blaine 
Wright after fishing, studying and ex-
perimenting with luring fish on the west 
branch of the Delaware River. 

“It’s a VERY effective trout lure for the 
river (west branch of the Delaware Riv-
er),” Gifford said.

Other top selling casting lures include 
the Rapala - great for trout and bass, and 
Kastmaters and Krocodiles - which are 
great for early-season use in lakes or the 
Cannonsville and Pepacton reservoirs.

Another choice in lures is a “spinner” 
which gets its name from the action of 
the metallic blades, that passively re-
volve like a spinning propeller when 
the lure is in motion. The lure mimics a 
small fish or other prey for large pred-
atory fish. Top selling spinners include 
the Yamika rooster tail, “It’s the number 
one seller in the store,” Gifford said; the 
Panther Martin and Mepps lures are 
also very popular.

Another lure that is gaining populari-
ty is the Thomas Rough Rider spoon, for 
trout. Whether it’s the glint of sunlight 
off a Phoebe or the subtle wobble of a 
silver spoon, these timeless lures have 
a knack for enticing even the wariest 
trout.

But the overall best seller for bait, Gif-
ford said, is the nightcrawler and trout 
worm. “They lead the pack, especially in 
April and May.”

Fishing Line
There are three basic types of fishing 

line for freshwater fishing: monofila-
ment, fluorocarbon and braided, Gif-
ford said. He uses the mono-line, part-
ly because it costs less and because it 
works just fine for most types of fishing. 
For line that has a little less stretch and 
sinks better, use fluorocarbon, he said. 
Braided lines, like Berkeley Fire Line 
and Spiderwire, give lots of strength 
with a smaller diameter line. His best 
selling lines are 6- or 8-pound monofil-
ament.

Fishing for those big browns in the 
reservoirs sometimes requires lead core 
lines, he said from experience.

Poles
For stream fishing, you need a decent 

spinning rod and reel, Gifford said. He 
recommends a Shakespeare Ugly Stick, 
“Although there are several excellent 

spinning combos out there.” 
Whether a seasoned angler or a wide-

eyed novice, Delaware County offers 
some of the finest fishing around, and 
with the right gear – a mix of old-school 
classics and modern innovations – 
you’ll be well-equipped to reel in the 
catch of a lifetime.

Gifford’s Sports Supply is located at 
133 Stockton Ave., Walton. For more 
information call 607-865-4427 or find 
them on Facebook.

Krocodile lure.

6-pound monofilament fishing line.

License Requirements
You need a fishing license if 

you are 16 years and older and 
fishing for:

• Freshwater fish species by angling, 
spearing, hooking, longbow, and tip-
ups.

• Frog species by spearing, catching 
with the hands or by use of a club or 
hook.

• Freshwater baitfish for personal use.

You do not need a fishing 
license if you are:

• Fishing on a licensed fishing pre-
serve

• Fishing during designated Free Fish-

ing Days
• Fishing at a free learn to fish clinic
• A resident landowner primarily en-

gaged in farming (including lessees and 
members of their immediate families) 
when fishing on farmlands they are oc-
cupying and cultivating.

• A farm fish pond license holder (in-
cluding members of their immediate 
families) fishing on waters covered by 
the license.

• A Native American living and fishing 
on reservation land.

• A patient residing at a qualifying U.S. 
Veterans Administration hospital or fa-
cility in New York.
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By Lillian Browne

DOWNSVILLE - April 1 marks the 
opening of the harvest season after 
year-round fishing was greenlit on most 
New York streams in 2021, with the im-
plementation of an Oct. 16 to March 31 
“artificial lures only, catch-and-release” 
season.

Though some people keep what they 
catch, there is continued advocacy for 
more releasing than keeping, including 
by Al Carpenter, owner of Al’s Sports 
Store in Downsville.

Year-round catch-and-release applies 
to trout streams only. Fishing for trout 
in lakes and ponds is prohibited after 
Oct. 15, unless they are managed under 
a special regulation that allows for an-
gling.

“If you really want to have good fish-
ing, year round, why don’t you let more 
of them go?” 

Carpenter asks; though he is not op-
posed to keeping a fish now and then.

In order for the fishing to be really 
good, there has to be a fair amount of 
fish out there to catch, he said. 

“So if you take everything all the time, 
then you have nobody to blame but 
yourself when the fish are not biting,” he 
opines.

Carpenter also objects to regulations 
which allow anglers to fish while trout 
are spawning. 

“Back in 1984, DEC harvested scale 
samples from trout caught in the reser-
voir,” Carpenter recalled. “Eighty per-
cent were proven to be wild fish. Back 
then they stocked twice as many fish as 
they do now so it would be safe to as-
sume that the percentage of wild fish in 
there now would have to be greater than 
80%. That’s a good reason to not harvest 
them when they are spawning.”

The state (New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation) 
does not stock enough fish to allow for 
repopulation, compounding a foreseen 
decrease in the fish population, he said; 
however, they have reduced the daily 

harvest limit to compensate for the de-
crease.

There are not nearly as many fish as 
there used to be, he continued, and they 
are not as big as they once were, either. 
The fishery has changed over the years.

From his observation, he said, there 
is an increasing number of anglers who 
fish streams and rivers who are releas-
ing what they catch because they real-
ize the alternative is having to wait to 
fish after a stocking truck arrives. Those 

who fish the reservoirs are more likely to 
keep what they catch, he said. 

Staying within the confines of regula-
tions and simply taking a daily limit can 
also fuel depopulation of the fishery, he 
said.

“I’m trying to educate people about 
how to help the fishery,” he said in ad-
vocacy of catch-and-release.

For hours and information about Al’s 
Sport Store, visit alssportstore.com or 
call 607-363-7740.

Lillian Browne/The Reporter

Al Carpenter, owner of Al’s Sports Store in Downsville, makes a case for 
catch-and-release fishing.

2024 trout stocking in 
Delaware County 

Spring trout stocking begins in April 
and runs through early June. These list-
ings reflect the anticipated distribution 
of yearling and older trout for the spring 
fishing season. Actual numbers and 
stocking times may vary depending on 
fish availability and weather conditions. 

The fish are stocked with help from 
County Federated Sportsmen.

For a more detailed breakdown of 
stocking dates, see page 19, visit the-re-
porter.net or www.dec.ny.gov/out-
door/23327.html

General Fishing Licenses 
Types and Fees

Annual license valid one full year (365 days) from the date of purchase or 
renewal; Ages 16-69: Resident $25, nonresident $50. Ages 70 plus resident $5, 
non-resident $50.

Seven-day license: Resident $12, non-resident $28
One-day license: Resident $5, non-resident $10
For residency qualifications visit www.dec.ny.gov

Catch vs. Release
Fishing Delaware County


