
by WHITLEY CLIFTON
Following the resigna-

tion of Twin City’s for-
mer police chief Randal 
J. Beach, the vacant 
capacity has been filled 
as of August 12 by law 
enforcement officer, Hank 
Whiters. 

Prior to accepting 
his current position as 
chief, Whiters occupied 
a sergeant position with 
Millen Police Department. 
Precedent to his Millen 
career, Whiters served 
the City of Twin City as 
assistant chief under the 
leadership of police chief 
Johnny Lane. Holding 
extensive experience in 
his line of duty, Whiters 
has dedicated approxi-
mately 33 years of his life 
to serving the public as 
a law enforcement officer.

“I’ve always held an 
interest in law enforce-
ment since I was young. I 
entered the field as a cam-
pus officer while attend-
ing college at Savannah 
State, and later transferred 
over to city police,” he 
explained.

When speaking to 

Whiters on job perks as 
a police officer, he states 
that interaction with local 
youth makes top list in 
his book. Since accepting 
the Twin City job offer, 
he can often be found 
directing traffic within 
the Highway 80 school 
zone of Twin City schools 
during morning drop-off 
and afternoon dismissal 
times.

“Most children within 
the area call me ‘the candy 
man’ because I always 
present them with a suck-
er or some sort of candy 
when coming in contact,” 
Whiters further comment-
ed.

Apart from his profes-
sional career statuses and 
being labeled ‘the candy 
man’, Whiters holds 
quite a few other titles 
such as husband, father, 
and grandfather. He and 
his wife are residents of 
Millen, and, together, they 
have two daughters and 
three grandsons. Other 
subtitles of Chief Whiters 
include brother, having 
been born nine of twelve 
children, and being a 

Perry, GA, native. 
Serving Twin City as 

chief of police, Whiters 
states the following:

“My intention here is to 

make every law enforce-
ment agency around the 
state, around the country, 
maybe, even the world, 
jealous of Twin City.”

by WHITLEY CLIF-
TON

According to the coun-
ty commissioners’ noon 
update before press time 
Tuesday, September 1, 
the total active cases of 
COVID-19 in Emanuel 
has increased to 79.

There have been 819 
total confirmed cases. 
Of those confirmed cas-
es, 716 patients have re-
covered while 24 have 
died. Altogether, 4,559 
patients have been test-
ed; 261 of those patients 
are awaiting results.

This week’s active 
count of 63 indicates a 
decrease of 2 cases from 
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Happenings
*Listed events are
subject to change.

Clothing Pantry
New Beginnings Worship 

Center
September 2, 1 p.m.

Bobcat Baseball 
vs. Scoutz Sports 

Performance
HOME

September 11, 1 pm.

Planting Flowers for 
you Bees

George L. Smith State 
Park

September 5, 9 a.m.

Bobcat Baseball 
vs. Scoutz Sports 

Performance
HOME

September 12, 1 pm.

Oak Park Moonshine
Festival and events

Oak Park
Sept. 19, 9 a.m.

Bees-It is all in the 
preparation

George L. Smith State 
Park

September 19, 9 a.m.

Bobcat Softball vs. 
USC Union

HOME
September 19, 1 pm.

Suicide Prevention 
Walk

and Celebration
Downtown Swainsboro

Sept. 19, 4 p.m.

Meet Watson the 
Gopher Tortoise

George L. Smith State 
Park

September 19, 9 a.m.

Swainsboro Shrine 
Ladies Auxiliary 

Brush and Brunch 
Event

Swainsboro Golf and 
Country Club

Sept. 26,
 10 a.m.- 12 p.m.

You count!
If you have not already 

responded to the 2020 
Census, please do so 
quickly. It only takes a 
few minutes and can be 
done by mail, phone or 
online. You can use a 
computer at Franklin 
Memorial Library if 
you don’t have one. The 
deadline for reporting is 
September 30. 

The results of the 2020 
Census will help deter-
mine how hundreds 
of billions of dollars in 
federal funding flow 
into communities every 
year for the next decade. 
That funding shapes 
many different aspects 
of every community, no 
matter the size, no mat-
ter the location. 

Census results influ-
ence highway construc-
tion, rural hospitals, fire 
departments, education, 
healthcare, employ-
ment training and wild-
life, plus many more. 
The results also deter-
mine how many seats 
in Congress each state 
gets. 

Your answers are kept 

confidential and no 
personal information is 
gathered such as your 
social security number 
or bank information. 

Emanuel County is 
only about 50 percent 
reported so it is very 
important that you be 
counted in order for 
our county to derive the 
benefits of this census.

EGSC plans 
9/11 memorial
On Friday, September 11, East Georgia State Col-

lege will host a 9/11 memorial event to recognize first 
responders and military students and employees. 
The memorial will begin at 9 a.m. at the flagpole at 
the front of the Luck F. Gambrell Building on EGSC’s 
Swainsboro campus. The community is invited to at-
tend. 

In case of weather issues, the event will be relocated 
to an indoor area. Social distancing will be enforced, 
and protective face coverings will be required while 
inside campus buildings and where social distancing 
may not be possible.

CENSUS LOGO

Welcome, Chief Whiters!

TWIN CITY POLICE CHIEF WHITERS

Access 
to

 online 
web 

portal 
now used 
to provide 

more 
accurate
COVID
reporting

(Continued on page 2A)



the previous week.
The report on Au-

gust 25 was as follows:
• 63 active cases
• 713 confirmed cas-

es
• 636 recovered
• 4,271 total patients 

tested
• 262 patients await-

ing results
The death count 

jumped from 13 to 14 
on August 19. The pre-
vious death count of 
13 held steady from 
August 12 until Au-
gust 19.

As of Monday, Au-
gust 31, COVID-19 
deaths increased 
drastically from 14 
to 24. The reason be-
ing – improved access 

to information being 
granted though an 
online portal. With 
granted access to this 
information, future 
numbers provided for 
COVID-19 updates 
should be more accu-
rate. Prior to portal ac-
cess, numbers received 
were hard to compile 
for death total infor-
mation. To inquire 
more information on 
provided numbers, 
contact the Emanuel 
County Board of Com-
missioners at 478-237-
3881.

The Emanuel Coun-
ty Board of Commis-
sioners remains the 
go-to for the most cur-
rent, cumulative list 
of coronavirus cases 

here locally. The com-
mission works jointly 
with Emanuel Medi-
cal Center, East Geor-
gia Healthcare Center, 
and the health depart-
ment to provide an up-
date everyday Mon-
day through Friday at 
noon on Facebook. To 
receive these updates, 
follow the Emanuel 
County Board of Com-
missioners and turn 
on your notifications.
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Featuring guest speaker Dr. Patrice Jackson
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ANNUAL ACADEMIC
CONVOCATION
RACIAL JUSTICE AND EQUALITY

Gibbs becomes Longstreet 
Clinic’s first female board chair

C O N T R I B U T E D 
BY THE JACKSON 
HERALD

Dr. Marti Gibbs of 
Jefferson will serve as 
president and govern-
ing board chairman of 
Longstreet Clinic. 

Elected by the mem-
bers of the clinic’s phy-
sician-led governing 
board, she becomes the 
first female to hold the 
position at Longstreet.

Gibbs said she is 
looking forward to 
“putting her energies 
into the task of lead-
ing Longstreet into its 
25th anniversary year 
during a time of unique 
healthcare challenges.”

“I’m so proud to be 
a part of this physi-
cian-led practice, and I 
view serving in lead-
ership as a way of giv-
ing back to the orga-
nization,” said Gibbs, 
a Jefferson native that 
joined Longstreet Clinic 
in 2001 and practices at 
its Oakwood location. 
“I want to continue our 
healthcare mindset of 
quality care focused 
on providing evi-
dence-based medicine, 
comprehensive care, 
and population-focused 
management.”

Gibbs preciously 
served the Longstreet 
Clinic’s governing 

board and helped guide 
the clinic’s adoption 
of Patient Centered 
Medical Home (PCMH) 
best practices – a pursuit 
that led to Longstreet 
earning and maintain-
ing prestigious designa-
tion from the National 
Committee for Quality 
Assurance as a Level 
3 PCMH provider in 
numerous aspects of its 
care. 

Gibbs was also 
selected for Atlanta 
Magazine’s “Top 
Doctors” honors for five 
straight years (2016-
2020).

Gibbs – a mother of 
four to Zach, Ethan, 
Taryn, and Mia and 
wife to husband Mark – 
said she embraces that 
challenge wholeheart-
edly. 

“My husband and 
I discussed what this 
position means thor-

oughly with our fam-
ily and prayed about 
it through every step 
of the process,” Gibbs 
said. “I am honored to 
have this opportunity, 
and I’m ready to serve 
my fellow physicians, 
patients and Longstreet 
Clinic employees.”

Gibbs obtained her 
medical degree from 
Mercer University 
School of Medicine and 
completed her residence 
at Spartanburg Regional 
Medicine Center in 
Spartanburg, S.C., and 
at Atlanta Medical 
Center. She is certified 
by the American Board 
of Family Medicine 
and maintains hospital 
privileges at Northeast 
Georgia Medical Center 
in Gainesville.

Gibbs is actively 
involved in the chil-
dren’s ministry at 12 
Stone Church in Buford. 
She also enjoys running 
and watching her chil-
dren compete in sport-
ing events.

Dr. Gibbs is the 
daughter of Gene and 
Mary Alice Kight Smith, 
formerly of Swainsboro, 
and is the granddaugh-
ter of Carolyn Kight 
Snider of Swainsboro, 
the late Mr. and Mrs. 
B.H. Smith, and the late 
J.T. “Red” Kight.

DR. GIBBS

Wellness Series continues 
September 22 at EGSC

The September session of the Total 
Wellness Series will be held Tues-
day, September 22, at the Sudie A. 
Fulford Community Learning Cen-
ter on the campus of East Georgia 
State College-Swainsboro. The pro-
gram will be Community Resources 
for Seniors and will be provided by 
East Georgia Healthcare Center and 
Emanuel Medical Center. The session 
will provide important information 
about a variety of community-based 
programs and services that promote 
good health and independence for 
seniors.

The series is FREE and is made pos-

sible through a partnership with UGA 
Extension, Emanuel Medical Center, 
East Georgia Healthcare Center, East 
Georgia State College, Queensbor-
ough National Bank and Trust, and 
CarePartners. The session will begin 
at noon. Lunch, a presentation, and 
door prizes will be provided. Enroll-
ment is limited to 20, and registration 
is required. If you have questions or 
would like to register, please call the 
Fulford Center at (478)289-2464.

Social distancing guidelines will 
be followed, and participants are re-
quired to wear face coverings. We 
hope to see you September 22!

Twin City announces annual 
cleanup week

The City of Twin City will host its annual city-wide cleanup week event 
beginning October 4 through October 10. Citizens are encouraged to partici-
pate in discarding any trash, broken toys, playground equipment, appliances, 
and other unused items to rid clutter within city limits. 

Four dumpsters will be available Saturday, October 10, for disposal of 
collected items during the weekly cleaning. Pick up arrangements for larger 
items to be discarded can be arranged by calling 478-763-2696. Please note, 
tires will not be accepted. 

DAR to meet September 10
The Governor David 

E m a n u e l - A d a m 
Brinson Chapter of 
the National Society of 
the Daughters of the 

American Revolution 
will hold its first meet-
ing for 2020-2021 at 3 
p.m. on September 10 
at the Sudie Fulford 

Learning Center locat-
ed on the campus of 
East Georgia State 
College. Masks are 
required.

Subscribe to The Forest-Blade. 
Call Denise today!

478-237-9971
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SEND A CARD TO SOMEONE EXPERIENCING 
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE.

James Alfred Riner, 96
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death of 
Mr. James Alfred Riner, 
age 96, of Swainsboro 
on Friday, August 28, 
at Emanuel County 
Nursing Home. A 
graveside service was 
held in the Sardis 
Cemetery on Sunday, 
August 30 at 2 p.m. 
with Rev. Ray Jenkins. 
CDC social distancing 
guidelines will be 
observed and masks are 
encouraged for safety.  

Mr. Riner was born 
February 19, 1924 in 
Swainsboro to the late 
Edgar Reginald and 
Sallie Lee Lawson Riner. 
He was a member of the 
Sardis Primitive Baptist 
Church. Having retired 
from Dixie Supply as 
a salesman, he was 
affectionately known 
as the “Dixie Man”. 
Alfred was a great 
cook, and he would 
often fry turkeys for 
friends and neighbors 
during the holidays. 
He also loved to fish, 
work in his vegetable 
garden and dance 
with his beloved wife 
to Big Band music. In 
addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in 
death by his wife of 76 
years, Hazel Riner, and 
three brothers, Ulys 
Riner, Frank Riner, and 
Talmadge Riner.

Survivors Include his 
sons, Grayson Riner 

(Pansy) of Athens, 
Randall “Randy” Riner 
(Susan) of Watkinsville, 
and Ashley Riner 
(Tracy Mullis) of 
Adrian; sister, Emily 
Mason of Swainsboro; 
brother, Hollis Riner 
(Miriam) of Dublin; 
sister-in-law, Imogene 
Riner of Swainsboro; 
grandchildren, Gray 
Riner (Lanie), Jason 
Riner, Michael Riner 
( M a r y - C a t h e r i n e ) , 
Richard Riner, Zach 
Riner (Rachel), Jordan 
Riner, and Amber Helms, 
great-grandchildren, 
Cole, Reagan, Carter, 
Catherine, Ruby, Ripley, 
Mason, and Parker. 
Numerous nieces, 
nephews, and extended 
family.

Pallbearers were 
grandsons, Gray Riner, 
Jason Riner, Michael 
Riner, Richard Riner, 
Zach Riner, and Jordan 
Riner.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors was in 
charge of arrangements.

RINER

Caleb Lindsey Womack, 71
Caleb Lindsey Womack 

III, 71, of Wadley, GA 
passed away Thursday, 
August 27, 2020 at his 
residence. A graveside 
service for immediate 
family only was held 
on Sunday, August 30 
at 2 p.m. at Bethany 
Cemetery in Wadley with 
Pastor Shannon Boula 
officiating. CDC social 
distancing guidelines 
were observed and 
masks were strongly 
encouraged. Mr. Womack 
felt very strongly about 
preventing the spread of 
COVID-19. Mr. Womack 
was born on June 4th, 
1949 to the late Caleb 
Lindsey Womack, Jr. and 
Joyce Womack Chavous 
of Summertown. After 
retiring from working 
with Carroll Tire in 
Atlanta for 25 years, 
Mr. Womack worked 
in wholesale Tire Sales 
for GA Tire in Vidalia 
until recently before 
his passing. He always 
loved horses, rebuilding 
cars, fishing, hunting and 
spending time with his 
family. He was a member 
of Blundale Baptist 
Church. Mr. Womack 
was preceded in death by 
his parents, brother, Kirk 
Womack and daughter, 
Sylvia Lynn Womack.

Survivors include his 
wife of 33 years, Ellyn 
May Womack of Wadley; 
son, Samuel Womack 
of Byron; daughters, 
Kristle Womack Wheeler 
(Chris) of Swainsboro, 
Mary Blalock (Taylor) 
of Augusta, and Anna 
Baggs (Randy) of 
Augusta. Grandchildren 
include Peyton Chance 
Taylor of Swainsboro, 
Julia Belle Blalock, 
Jane Katherine Blalock, 
and Ellyn Baggs, all of 
Augusta.

Pallbearers for the 
service were Taylor 
Blalock, Ken Smith, Mitch 
Smith, Chris Oglesby, 
Larry Thompson, and 
Joe Kirkland. Honorary 
pallbearer was Bill 
Kirkland.

Tomlinson Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements

WOMACK

Chris Hood, 48
Funeral Services for 

Chris Hood, 48, were 
held Saturday, August 
29, 2020, at 3 p.m. at 
Twin City First Baptist 
Church with Reverend 
Max Rodgers and Dr. 
Bill Perry officiating.  
Interment followed 
in Moxley Cemetery.  
The family received 
friends Friday, August 
28 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at Chapman Funeral 
Home.  In compliance 
with the guidelines set 
by the CDC, 6--feet rule 
was enforced during 
viewing and service.

Mr. Hood was 
born July 9, 1972 in 
Swainsboro to the 
late Wadell Hood and 
Barbara Stapleton 
Hood.  He was preceded 
in death by his parents; 
maternal grandparents, 
Clarence and Louise 
Stapleton; paternal 
grandparents, Joe and 
Marie Hood. Mr. Hood 
enjoyed family get-
togethers, fishing, and 
cooking for his family. 
His nieces, Joeley and 
Erin, were his world 
and he loved to spoil 
them. Mr. Hood worked 
for Daniels Chevrolet. 
He loved his church 
and church family. Mr. 
Hood spent most of 
his time heading up 
the brotherhood for 
his church. He had the 
heart of a servant and 
found his happiness 
by helping others. Mr. 
Hood looked for ways 
to love people and serve 
God. He was a faithful 
believer in Christ and 
left a huge impact on 

everyone he met. Mr. 
Hood was a member of 
Twin City First Baptist 
Church.

Survivors include 
his brothers, Randy 
(Brandi) Hood, Dean 
(Nedra) Hood, both of 
Swainsboro, William 
(Anita) Hood of Kite; 
sister, Eloise Hodges of 
Swainsboro; two special 
nieces, Joeley Hood and 
Erin Hood; several other 
nieces, nephews, aunts, 
uncles, and cousins.

Pallbearers will be 
Greg Johnson, Brandon 
Neal, Cliff Mason, 
Mark Wardrup, Wayne 
Greenway, Glenn 
Hendrix, Glenn Way, 
Jack Mincey, and Pete 
Peters.  Honorary 
Pallbearers were Twin 
City First Baptist 
Church Brotherhood 
Members.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made 
to Chapman Funeral 
Home 427 N. Main St. 
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of 
arrangements.

HOOD

Donald “Don” Meadows, 66
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death 
of Mr. Donald “Don” 
Meadows, age 66, of 
Wadley, GA, on Friday, 
August 28, 2020, at 
Emanuel Medical Center. 

Funeral services were  
held at Wadley Baptist 
Church on Monday, 
August 31 at 3 p.m. 
With Rev. Gene McCoy 
officiating. Interment 
followed in the Wadley 
City Cemetery with 
Military Honors 
observed. The family 
received friends at the 
church one hour prior to 
the service. CDC social 
distancing guidelines 
were  observed and 
masks were  encouraged.

Mr. Meadows was born 
December 11, 1953 in 
Wadley, GA, and was a 
1972 graduate of Wadley 
High School. It was 
very important to Mr. 
Meadows that he was 
from Scottish, Irish, and 
Creek Native American

Heritage. He retired 
after 18 years with the 
DOT (Department of 
Transportation). After 
retirement, he began his 
law enforcement career 
in 1992 while living in 
Texas, and worked locally 
with the Emanuel County 
Sheriff’s Office and other 
area law enforcement 
agencies. In his spare time 
he enjoyed collecting 
western memorabilia 
and state cups. Don was 
preceded in death by his 
father and step mother, 
Massey W. and Zora Price 
Meadows; his mother, 
Annie Grace McGowan 
Powell; siblings, Pamala 
Meadows, Dorothy 
Harris, Penny Lindsey, 
and Ben Joe Leaptrott; 
and grandson, Jeremy 
Blake Meadows.

Survivors include son, 
Jeremy Paul Meadows 
(Carey) of Wadley; sisters, 
Gloria Jean Bearce of 
Belview, FL and Darlene 
Rollison of Columbia, SC; 
brother, John W. Harris 
(Nita) of Lometa, TX; 
grandchildren,  Kimberly 
Radford and Hailey 
Lynn Meadows both of 
Midville, and Nathan 
Conner Meadows of 
Wadley; numerous 
nieces, nephews, and 
extended family.

Pallbearers were 
Ollie Freeman, Chuck 
McMillen, George 
Ratchford, Jr., David 
Way and Rocky Davis. 
Honorary Pallbearers 
were Deacons of the 
Wadley Baptist Church 
and officers of the 
Emanuel County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Should friends desire, 
memorial contributions 
may be made in Mr. 
Meadows’ memory to 
Herrington Homestead-
Georgia Sheriff’s Youth 
Home, 8109 GA-297, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors is in 
charge of arrangements.

MEADOWS
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Elaine S. McMillan, 75
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death of 
Ms. Elaine S. McMillan, 
age 75, formerly of 
Louisville, on Tuesday, 
August 25, 2020, at 
Wrightsville Manor 
Nursing Home. Funeral 
services were held 
Thursday, August 27 at 
3 p.m. in the Peebles-
Curry Memorial 
Chapel with Brother 
Chris Mosley and 
Rev. William Jackson 
officiating.  Interment 
followed in the Coleman 
Cemetery in Twin City. 
The family received 
friends at the funeral 
home Wednesday, 
August 26 from 6-8 p.m. 
CDC social distancing 
guidelines were 
observed and masks 
were encouraged. 

Ms. McMillan was 
born May 31, 1945 to 
the late Theo and Nellie 
Bunn Stille in Millen, 
GA. She attended ECI 
(Emanuel County 
Institute) and was 
very athletic; playing 
on the ECI basketball 
team, ECI Powder Puff 
Football team, Jefferson 
and Emanuel County 
softball recreation 
teams, as well as 
coaching for Jefferson 
County Recreation 
Department. Ms. 
McMillan retired from 
the Jefferson EMC as an 
Executive Secretary and 
was a member of the 
First Baptist Church of 
Louisville. In addition 
to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by 
her sister, Ellen Jackson 

and special fur babies 
Dash and Pete.

Survivors include 
daughter, Charla Cobb 
(Jason) of Bartow, 
GA; sons, Randy 
Scott (Vera) of Kite 
and Terrell McMillan 
(Kim) of Louisville; 
sisters, Sandra Mosley 
(Royce) and Bobbi 
Mosley (Chris), all 
of Cobbtown, and 
Shirley Brown (Keith) 
of Lizella; brother, 
Bruce Stille (Jean) of 
Macon; grandchildren, 
Scarlett Scott, Ridge 
Henry, Auriel Nabb, 
Cody McMillan, Kyle 
McMillan, Caitlyn 
Cobb, Aiden Cobb, and 
Ty Cobb, and a host 
of nieces, nephews 
and extended family.  
Faithful and loyal 
friend who was by her 
side throughout her 21 
years of illness, Frank 
Ethridge.

Pallbearers were Tim 
Oliver, Jeremy Oliver, 
Ridge Henry, Brandon 
Albor, Kevin Johnson 
and Jordan Albor.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors was in 
charge of arrangement.

MCMILLAN

Johnnie L. Boatright, 71
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death of 
Mrs. Johnnie L. Boatright, 
age 71, of Tennille, GA 
on Saturday, August 
29, 2020, at Coliseum 
Medical Center in Macon 
after a brief illness. 
Funeral services were 
held Tuesday, September 
1 at 10 a.m. in the Peebles-
Curry Memorial Chapel 
with Rev. Ray Jenkins 
officiating. Interment 
followed in the Kite City 
Cemetery. The family 
received friends at the 
funeral home Monday 
evening from 5:30 
to 7 p.m. CDC social 
distancing guidelines 
were observed and 
masks were encouraged.

Mrs. Boatright was 
born July 28, 1949 in 
Sandersville to the late 
John W. “Pete” and Oleta 
Meeks Fuller. She was 
a loving wife, mother, 
and grandmother, 
retired from Rheem 
Manufacturing as a 
welder and was a member 
of the Kite United 
Methodist Church. Mrs. 
Boatright was a resident 
of Tennille for the last 26 
years. She had a love for 
her family and enjoyed 
keeping up with friends 
on Facebook, Dr. Phil, 
Ellen, and taking care of 

her many rescue animals.
Survivors include 

her husband of 50 
years, Andy Boatright 
of Tennille; daughters, 
Stacie Coleman of 
Goodlettsville, TN and 
Amy Hartley (Jerry) of 
Tennille; son, William 
Boatright (Michele) of 
Vidalia; grandchildren, 
Holli Childs (Joshua), 
Kayla Coleman, 
William Boatright Jr, 
Tyler Boatright, and 
Zade Boatright; nieces, 
nephews, and extended 
family. Pallbearers were 
grandsons.

Should friends desire, 
memorial contributions 
may be made in her 
memory to the Emanuel 
County Humane Society, 
P.O. Box 443, Swainsboro, 
GA 30401.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors was in 
charge of arrangements

BOATRIGHT

Gertrude Rowland 
Thompson, 99

Our mother, Gertrude 
Rowland Thompson, 
age 99, passed away 
at her beloved home 
on the family farm on 
Wednesday, August 
26, 2020. She had been 
surrounded by her 
children throughout the 
day. She dearly loved 
her children, Wanda, 
Randy, and Susan and 
told them that every 
day. She would have 
loved for them to move 
back in the home with 
her. She was so proud 
of them – all graduating 
from Georgia Southern 
University. Not going 
to college was not 
an option. She went 
to school in Wesley, 
played basketball, and 
was valedictorian of her 
class.

Everyday was Sunday 
dinner at our house. 
There were always 
three full meals. She 
was an excellent cook. 
She never used recipes 
and she never measured 
anything. Just ask her 
grandchildren, Scrap 
and Shot Scarboro, 
about her chicken and 
dumplings.

She was born in 
Emanuel County to 
Remus Rowland and 
Trudie Lowe Rowland. 
Her mother passed 
away when she was 
four-years-old, leaving 
six children, Juanita, 
Ruth, Ora Mae, Hubert, 
and R.W., from ages 
2 weeks to 11-years-
old. She would tell 
stories of how hard life 
was for them on the 
farm. Her father never 
remarried. As the older 
children moved away, 
she remained with her 
father until age 28 when 
she met the only love 
of her life, Randolph 
Thompson. They were 
married for 51 years.

Randolph was a 
small farmer, growing 
cotton and tobacco 
and raising cows and 
hogs. It seems both 
had a green thumb and 

working together, they 
expanded the size of 
the farm. The farm was 
later called Thompson 
Feed Lot when they 
changed to beef cattle. 
As their family grew, 
so did the size of their 
vegetable garden. Our 
mother canned, pickled, 
or froze everything. 
Nothing went to waste. 
We remember picking 
butterbeans late one 
fall with gloves on. She 
never complained, but 
we did. Just like our 
father, she had a love for 
the land.

She joined and 
attended Mount Shady 
Church until her 
hearing declined. She 
loved God and hoped 
He had a place for her. 
Randy Travis had a 
song that said, “Not all 
angels have robes or 
halos.” She didn’t on 
this earth, but we know 
she does now.

After being called 
“Goggie” by her oldest 
grandson, Scrap, in 
his childhood, she 
affectionately was 
called “Goggie” by 
everyone. This now 
includes Scrap’s wife, 
Heather, and their two 
children, Lainey and 
Leanna, along with 
Shot’s wife, Caroline, 
and their two children, 
Cooper and Cameron.

Our family had a 
visitation at Chapman 
Funeral Home on 
Saturday morning, 
August 29, at 9:30 a.m. 
with graveside service 
at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery at 11 a.m. 
with Pastor Wesley 
Webb officiating. She 
was laid to rest next to 
her husband.

Chapman Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

Written and submitted 
by her children 
Wanda (Wayne) 

Thompson Scarboro, 
Randy Thompson

and Susan (Danny) 
Thompson Faircloth

Leonard Leroy Gregory, 71
Mr. Leonard Leroy 

Gregory, age 71, beloved 
husband of Lillian Keen 
Gregory, passed away 
on Sunday, August 
16, 2020 at Emanuel 
County Medical Center 
in Swainsboro. Funeral 
services were conducted 
at 12 noon on Tuesday, 
August 25 from the 
graveside at Harmony 
Baptist Cemetery with 
Reverend Tim Price 
officiating. Born in 
Garfield, Mr. Gregory 
was the youngest of 
nine children born to the 
late Leonard Lee and 
Sarah Elizabeth Wood 
Gregory. He lived most 
of his life in and around 
the Swainsboro area. Mr. 
Gregory had worked in 
machinery for Roper and 
Yardmaster Industries in 
Swainsboro and worked 
as a Landscaper later in 
life. He was a huge animal 
lover and had the ability 
to calm the most wary of 
animals and find them in 
his lap within minutes. 
In retirement, he and his 
wife traveled worldwide 
and enjoyed many bus 
tours within the United 
States. Mr. Gregory 
enjoyed time with his 
family, his friends and 
his church family at New 
Beginnings Church in 
Swainsboro. In addition to 
his parents, Mr. Gregory 
is preceded in death by 
siblings, Iva Mae Mock, 

Mary Gregory, Helen 
Gregory Neal, Martha 
Gregory Hendley, James 
Byrd Rudolph Gregory, 
William Arnold Gregory 
and Eugene Gregory.

Mr. Gregory leaves 
behind, his wife of 47 
years, Lillian Keen 
Gregory of Swainsboro; 
their son, USAF CMSgt 
Daniel Gregory and his 
wife, Catherine, presently 
serving at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base in Tucson, 
AZ; sister, Violet Burke, 
Millen; brother, Robert 
Gregory, Sylvania; 
three grandchildren, 
Christopher Fisher, 
Brendon Fisher, and 
Dakota Gregory; great 
granddaughter, and many 
nieces and nephews.

The family has 
requested that in lieu of 
flowers that donations be 
made to: GoFundMe

at https://gf.me/u/
yq4qys

Sammons Funeral 
Home of Soperton was in 
charge of arrangements.

GREGORY
John Harold Knowlton, 94

Written by his children
It is with deep sadness 

that we announce the 
passing of our father, 
Harold Knowlton. 
Daddy passed away 
on July 24, 2020, at 
Canterfied of Bluffton 
Memory Care at the age 
of 94. He is predeceased 
by his wife, Audrey, 
who passed away on the 
same date in 2016. They 
were married 72 years! 

He is survived by his 
two daughters, Lela 
(Lenny Schaffer), of 
Beaufort, SC and Kelly 
(Clarence Young) of

Bluffton., SC; his 
sister-in–law, Beverly 
Peacock (John); his 
nephew, Don Knowlton 
(Ute); his niece, Victoria 
Gammon (Daniel; ), 
and his nephew, Mike 
Murphy (Pokey).

Daddy was born in 
Atlanta, GA to Kate 
and W. V. Knowlton. 
He attended Tech High, 
where he was named to 
the All-State basketball 
team. He enlisted in 
the United States Navy 
in 1944. In 1945, the 
destroyer on which he 
was deployed was one of 
several that escorted the 
USS Missouri into Tokyo 
Bay for the signing of 
the treaty to end World 
War II in the Pacific. He 
attended Livingston 
State Teachers College

where he played 
football, one of his 
favorite sports. He met 
his future wife, Audrey 
Elaine Jackson, of 

Meridian, MS after one 
of those football games. 
They got married and 
started a family in Rome, 
GA where daddy was a 
teacher and a basketball 
and football coach at 
Rome High School. 
He was a good, fair 
young man who made 
an impression on those 
he taught and coached. 
He and his family later 
settled in

Swainsboro where 
he worked for Cotton 
States Insurance as a 
claims adjuster until 
he retired. Many years 
later some of his former 
students located him in 
Swainsboro and took 
the time to pay him a 
visit.

Daddy had lots 
of good friends and 
favorite things, but the 
things he loved the 
most were his wife, his 
two daughters, golf, 
the Georgia Bulldogs 
and the Atlanta 
Braves ,…sometimes 
not necessarily in that 
order! He adored our 
mother and loved Kelly 
and I more than anyone 
could ever know. He is 
deeply missed.

Daddy will be laid 
to rest, along with our 
mother, at noon on 
Friday, November 27th 
, 2020, with military 
honors in The National 
Cemetery in Beaufort, 
SC. For further 
information, please 
contact Sauls Funeral 
Home in Bluffton, SC.
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Letter to the Editor:
Dear Editor,
On behalf of the State Bar of Georgia, I am writ-

ing to extend congratulations to Toombs County 
State Court Judge Tommy J. Smith of Lyons on his 
appointment by Gov. Brian Kemp to serve as a Su-
perior Court judge for the Middle Judicial Circuit, 
covering Candler, Emanuel, Jefferson, Toombs and 
Washington counties.

Judge Smith will be well served in his new posi-
tion by his 23 years in the legal profession, including 
12 years of service as a State Court judge and addi-
tional experience as a solicitor general and Munici-
pal Court judge.   

By accepting this appointment, Judge Smith 
demonstrates his continued commitment to serving 
the public and the justice system. We wish him well 
in this new capacity of judicial leadership. 

Sincerely,
Dawn W. Jones
President, State Bar of Georgia

Lottie Jean Whitehead Harris, 
81

Graveside services for 
Lottie Jean Whitehead 
Harris, 81, of Swainsboro 
were held Saturday, 
August 29, 2020 at 10 
a.m. at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery with Reverend 
Jerry Armstrong serving 
as eulogist. She passed 
away August 20 follow-
ing a brief illness.
Mrs. Lottie Jean 
Whitehead Harris 
was born July 17, 1939 
in Emanuel County 
to the late James L. 
“Fish” Whitehead and 
Mary Etta Williamson 
Whitehead. She attended 
Emanuel County Schools 
and was a 1958 grad-
uate of the Industrial 
High School. Harris was 
employed with Emanuel 
Medical Center’s dietary 
department as a cook for 
more than 25 years. As 
years passed, she began 
working part-time and 
eventually retired. Once 
retired, she stayed home 
and enjoyed spending 
time with her family. 
She made lasting friend-
ships with her cowork-
ers while employed 
and always wanted 
everyone to enjoy a 
good meal. Harris was 
a member of Springfield 
Missionary Baptist 
Church and later joined 
Mt. Gilead Missionary 
Baptist Church, where 
she served as a dea-
coness. In addition, she 

was also a member of 
the Missionary Society 
and Second Union 
Home Mission, where 
she served as a secretary 
for the Second Union 
Missionary Baptist 
Association for many 
years. She was also a life-
long member of Olive 
Leaf Chapter No. 295m 
Order of the Eastern 
Star, where she served as 
recording secretary for 
more than 50 years, and 
was a charter member 
of the Mary Neal Allen 
Assembly No. 317, Order 
of the Golden Circle.
Survivors include her 
husband of 55 years, John 
A. Harris; sons, Mark 
Whitehead and John 
Collier; sisters, Charlene 
Wright and Grace Tukes; 
four grandchildren; two 
great-grandsons; and 
a host of nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and 
friends.
Mosley’s Funeral Home 
of Swainsboro was in 
charge of arrangements.

HARRIS

Jeff Allen Watson, 62
Jeff Allen Watson, of 

Dadeville, Alabama 
passed away on 
August 26, 2020 at the 
age of 62. A private 
memorial service will 
be held by invitation 
only at the Watson 
Residence. Alabama 
Funeral Homes & 
Cremation Centers of 
Camp Hill is handling 
arrangements.

Mr. Watson is 
survived by his beloved 
wife of 35 years, Wendy 
Watson; children, Dane 
Watson (Krystal), 
Daniel Watson (Rocky), 
Danielle Stroud (Josh); 
grandchildren, Dane 
Watson Jr., Dixon 
Watson, Kaley Watson, 
Bracyn Stroud, Braylee 
Stroud, and Brayden 
Stroud; brother, Joe 
Watson (Linda) of 
Twin City; sister, Peggy 
Braswell (Fred) of 

Swainsboro; mother, 
Mary Watson of Twin 
City; special mother-
in-law, Judy Owsley 
(Dadeville); and two 
beloved fur babies, 
“Big D” and “Little 
Bit”.

This is a courtesy 
announcement by 
Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro.

WATSON
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Preventive Computer Maintenance 
delivers water to school

On August 11, thirty-three cases of bottled water were delivered to Twin City Elementary School by 
Deborah Bussell and Preventive Computer Maintenance.   The water was handed out to each home 
room teacher for classroom students. Being that children are not allowed to use the water fountains due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, Bussell thought the water might be helpful.

TCE PRINCIPAL WARNOCK, BUSSELL, AND TCE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL JESSICA COLLINS 
WITH WATER DONATION

September is Library Card 
Sign-up Month

.What can you do with a Library 
card?

Your free Georgia public library 
card is the key to discovering and 
learning at your

library, online and at great places 
around the state. With your Library 
card you can...learn new job and 
computer skills; help your kids do 
better in school; explore your family 
tree; get online with high-speed 
internet access; learn new languages 

through Mango; attend children, teen 
and adult programs

virtually; access research and news 
through GALILEO; check out passes 
for free admission to state parks; 
download E-books, audio books and 
magazines and SO MUCH MORE!

For more information please 
contact:

FRANKLIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
331 WEST MAIN ST SWAINSBORO 
GA. 478-237-7791

Calling all 
cooks!

Would you like to share your favorite recipes 
with our readers?

Call Whitley or Melva today for more information.

478-237-9971
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They keep saying pos-
itivity rates in COVID 
should be below 10 per-
cent and is considered 
to be a strong indicator 
for infections. However,  
I am confused by that. 
In my opinion, the pos-
itivity rate only reflects 
those who are tested 
and received positive 
results.  

In Georgia, during 
the months of March 
and April, the reported 
rate was at 17 percent. 
I kept saying, “That 
number seems low, 
because the only peo-
ple at that time getting 
tested were those that, 

according to two medi-
cal representatives, had 
said they thought they 
had COVID.”

So, to clarify, if two 
medical representa-
tives informed you that 
you look like you have 
COVID, and the pos-
itivity rate is only at 
17 percent, it sounds 
like medical represen-
tatives do not know 
how COVID actually 
appears.  

Now, others are get-
ting tested and are 
thinking that they 
might have COVID or 
may have been exposed 
to the virus. But, how 

can this be? It is not 
an indication of univer-
sal testing, like experts 
seem to think, nor is 
everyone being tested 
on an every week basis.  

In actuality, I suspect 
that the majority of the 
population has never 
been tested. Medical 
representatives, proba-
bly, are tested regularly. 
For those who receive 
positive COVID tests 
results, two addition-
al tests are required 
to be taken and must 
both indicate nega-
tive results prior to 
that person being able 
to return to work, per 

CDC guidelines (which 
my college is using). 
So, unless a positivity 
rate is zero, then there 
is a strong indication no 
one has Covid. 

With the current 
test, I do not see peo-
ple wanting these tests 
performed unless they 
absolutely have to, and 
are more likely to do so 
if testing is free. I think 
free tests are offered at 
public sites. However, 
if local walk-in clinics 
advertise a charge of 
$175 for insured patient 
testing, why undergo 
the test if there is no real 
suspicion for COVID? 

In all reality, there is no 
treatment at this time 
for those who test pos-
itive for COVID.  

Which leaves me to 
my final conclusion on 
the matter: If provid-
ed with a percentage 
of breathalyzers admin-
istered to intoxicated 
individuals within a 
one--week timeframe, 
the outcome result 
would not indicate nor 

provide exact numbers 
of individuals that drink 
versus individuals who 
drive while impaired 
by alcohol. Instead, the 
final percentage would 
be a combined result of 
both categories. 

< div dir=”ltr” 
data=”false”>Dwight

Contact Dwight Watt, 
d D , C C A I , A + , C C P, -
COI,MCE, via email @ 
www.dwightwatt.com.

Remember the Tina 
Turner hit, “What’s 
Love Got To Do With 
It?” In the lyrics, love 
is referred to as a “sec-
ond-hand emotion.” 
That song popped 
into my head as I 
watch what is hap-
pening to our country. 
Love has got a lot to do 
with it and, unfortu-
nately, it seems to be a 
second-hand emotion 

these days — second 
to a lot of hate. We see 
that hate on televi-
sion, hear about it on 
the radio, read about it 
in the newspaper and 
watch as hate is fanned 
with irresponsible so-
cial media postings. 
Hate seems to have got-
ten its impetus from 
well-publicized exam-
ples of highly question-
able police tactics and 

spread into something 
approaching anarchy 
in cities across the na-
tion. Some people are 
demanding law en-
forcement agencies be 
defunded. Others won-
der how we can stop 
the rioting and loot-
ing without the police. 
Kneeling at the play-
ing of our national an-
them is seen as a heroic 
gesture by some and 

patently disrespect-
ful by others. We hear 
that Black lives matter 
— and they do — but 
many whites perceive 
that statement as a 
wholesale indictment 
of all white people who, 
in turn, wonder why no 
one brings up the kill-
ing fields in places like 
Chicago, where Blacks 
are killing other Blacks 
in alarming numbers. 
Yet, many white people 
don’t seem to under-
stand or appreciate the 
inherent frustration of 
Blacks. I can’t imagine 
how I would feel today 
had I grown up watch-
ing parents that I loved 
dearly having to sit 
in the back of the bus, 
be denied service in a 
restaurant because of 
the color of their skin, 
serving their country 
in war and yet being 
prohibited from voting 
when they returned. 
Many would say we are 
long past those days, 
others would say we 
have a long way to go. 
As for this day, we seem 
to be at an impasse in 
race relations in this 
country. We aren’t 
talking to each other. We 
are yelling. It is only go-
ing to get worse as elec-
tion time nears and pol-
iticians pander to their 
supporters on either 
side of the racial divide. 
What is keeping us 
from reaching out to 
each other? Arnie Sid-
man, former senior vice 
president at RJR Nabis-
co and an Atlanta tax 
attorney is author of 
“From Race to Renew-
al: It’s Not All Black 
& White.” In a recent 
opinion piece in the At-
lanta newspapers, he 
says, “Any plan to im-

prove race relations be-
tween Black Americans 
and white Americans 
must be voluntarily 
implemented outside 
the political realm” and 
that “the initial goal 
should simply be mak-
ing Blacks and whites 
more comfortable with 
one another in a so-
cial setting.” If we get 
to know each other 
up-close-and-person-
al, we might find out 
we have more in com-
mon than we realize. 
Sidman suggests that 
white churches and 
black churches pair up 
with an agreed-upon 
minimum number of 
congregational pairs 
that could meet and 
“discuss family stories 
and items of mutual in-
terest or concern in a less 
threatening and con-
frontational medium 
than protest marches.” 
I could not agree more. 
My Christian faith es-
pouses that we love ev-
eryone. So, why don’t 
we? The answer is that 
churches — Black and 
white — are composed 
of human beings who 
bring their prejudic-
es in on Sunday, hear 
a rip-roaring sermon 
about turning the other 
cheek, walking the extra 
mile, getting the mote 
out of our own eye and 
then revert back to busi-
ness as usual on Mon-
day. Sadly, I speak from 
experience. My own. 
If our houses of worship 
aren’t willing to make 

the effort, who can? 
I believe racism is a 
learned behavior. I have 
told the story previous-
ly of our Birthday Bash 
last November where 
great-grandson Camer-
on Charles Yarbrough 
and I celebrate our re-
spective birthdays with 
family and friends. 
As everyone was pre-
paring to leave, 5-year-
old Hayden and 4-year-
old Kayden gave each 
other a big hug. Hayden 
is my great-grand-
daughter. She is white. 
Kayden is the grandson 
of Carla, who has been 
an important part of our 
family for the past year. 
Kayden is Black. Obvi-
ously, neither of them 
seemed aware of their 
differences and just as 
obviously, didn’t care. 
Over the coming years, 
will they learn to hate 
and distrust each oth-
er? If so, our society is 
going to have to teach 
them that. I pray that 
they and their genera-
tion will find a better 
way to deal with their 
disagreements than 
what I am seeing today. 
We can’t continue down 
this path of self-de-
struction and survive. 
What’s love got to do 
with it? Everything. 
You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at  dick@dickyar-
brough.com; at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Georgia 
31139; online at  dick-
yarbrough.com  or on 
Facebook at  www.face-
book.com/dickyarb.
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Jackie Hopkins
This week’s Cook of 
the Week is Jackie Hop-
kins. She is a long-time 
resident of Emanuel 
County. She is a moth-
er, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother. 
Her children are Brent 
Clifton, Keith Clifton, 
and Abby Veettil. Hop-
kins retired from coun-
ty employment with 
the Emanuel County 
Tax Assessors Office 
in 2008. Through the 
years she has prepared 
many family meals, 
and though she can 
no longer prepare a 
complete meal due to 
health problems, she 
still enjoys preparing 
a favorite dish now 
and then. She finds the 

sharing of food helps 
to retain a family bond, 
and, today, it is her 

pleasure to share three 
of her favorite recipes. 
Enjoy

From the kitchen of Jackie

Yummy Chicken Sticks 

20-25 chicken fryer wings.                     
1/4 c. salad oil (olive) 
1 c. water.                                            
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 c. soy sauce.                                     
1 tsp. ginger
1/4 c. pineapple juice

Mix water, soy sauce, pineapple juice, and olive oil with garlic pow-
der and ginger. Pour over wings. In a large shallow pan, cover and 
refrigerate overnight. Bake uncovered on a flat cookie sheet at 350°F 
for 45 minutes or until tender and brown. Makes 4 to 5 servings or 
may be used as an appetizer.

Apple Crisp

4 c. tart apples, pared and sliced
1 tsp. vanilla extract
3/4 c. light brown sugar, packed
1/2 c. un-sifted all-purpose flour
1 c. oats
3/4 tsp. ground cinnamon 
3/4 tsp. ground nutmeg
1/3 c. margarine, cut up

1 c. water
1 10 oz. package chopped broccoli
2 c. whole milk
2 c. chicken bouillon cubes
1 c. half and half 
2 c. Velveeta cheese 
1/2 c. all-purpose flour

Cook broccoli in water, approximately 10 min. Add other ingredients. 
Simmer until cheese is melted and soup is hot.

Cream of Broccoli Soup

Preheat oven to 375°F. Grease 8x8x2 inch pan. Place apple slices in 
pan, sprinkle with vanilla extract. In small bowl, combine brown sug-
ar, flour, oats, cinnamon, nutmeg, and margarine. Sprinkle mixture 
over apples. Bake 30 minutes or until apples are tender and topping is 
golden brown. Serve warm with light cream or soft vanilla ice cream.

From the kitchen of Jackie

From the kitchen of Jackie

Dear Savvy Senior,
Are there any financial 

assistance programs you 
can refer me to? The coro-
navirus pandemic has cost 
me my part-time retirement 
job and has shrunk my 
measly IRA account. 

Needy Retiree
Dear Needy,
Absolutely! In addition 

to the $1,200 federal coro-
navirus stimulus check 
that was distributed in 
April and May, there are 
many other financial-as-
sistance programs (both 
public and private) that 
can help struggling retir-
ees, as well as give relief 
to family members who 
help provide financial 
support for their loved 
ones.

To find out what types 
of assistance you may 
be eligible for, just go 
to BenefitsCheckUp.org, 
a free, confidential Web 
tool designed for adults 
55 and older and their 
families. It will help you 
locate federal, state and 
private benefits pro-
grams that can assist 
with paying for food, 
medications, utilities, 
health care, housing and 
other needs. This site – 
created by the National 
Council on Aging – con-
tains more than 2,500 
programs across the 
country.

To identify benefits, 
you’ll first need to fill 
out an online question-
naire that asks a series 
of questions like your 
date of birth, ZIP code, 
expenses, income, assets, 
veteran status, the med-
ications you take and a 
few other factors. It takes 
about 15 minutes.

Once completed, you’ll 
get a report detailing all 
the programs and ser-
vices you may qualify 
for, along with detailed 
information on how to 
apply.

Some programs can be 
applied for online; some 
have downloadable 
application forms that 
you can print and mail 
in; and some require 
that you contact the pro-
gram’s administrative 
office directly (they pro-
vide the necessary con-
tact information).

If you don’t have 
Internet access, you can 
also get help in-person 

at any of the 84 Benefit 
Enrollment Centers 
located throughout the 
U.S. Call 888-268-6706 or 
visit NCOA.org/centerfor-
benefits/becs to locate a 
center in your area. Some 
centers also offer assis-
tance over the phone.

Types of Benefits
Depending on your 

income level and where 
you live, here are some 
benefits you may be eli-
gible for: 

Food assistance: 
Programs like the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP) can help pay 
for groceries. The aver-
age SNAP benefit for 
60-and-older house-
holds is around $125 per 
month. Other programs 
that may be available 
include the Emergency 
Food Assistance 
Program, Commodity 
Supplemental Food 
Program, and the 
Senior Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program.

Healthcare: Medicaid 
and Medicare Savings 
Programs can help or 
completely pay for out-
of-pocket health care 
costs. And, there are 
special Medicaid waiver 
programs that provide 
in-home care and assis-
tance too.

Prescription drugs: 
There are hundreds 
of programs offered 
through pharmaceutical 
companies, government 
agencies and charitable 
organizations that help 
lower or eliminate pre-
scription drug costs, 
including the federal 
Low-Income Subsidy 
known as “Extra Help” 
that pays premiums, 
deductibles and pre-
scription copayments for 
Medicare Part D benefi-
ciaries.

Utility assistance: 
There’s the Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP), as 
well as local utility com-
panies and charitable 
organizations that pro-
vide assistance in low-
ering home heating and 
cooling costs.

S u p p l e m e n t a l 
Security Income 
(SSI): Administered 
by the Social Security 
Administration, SSI pro-
vides monthly payments 

to very low-income 
seniors, age 65 and older, 
as well as to those who 
are blind and disabled. 
In 2020, SSI pays up to 
$783 per month for a 
single person and up to 
$1,175 for couples.

In addition to these 
programs, there are 
numerous other benefits 
they can help you locate 
such as HUD housing, 
home weatherization 
assistance, tax relief, vet-
eran’s benefits, senior 
transportation, respite 
care, free legal assis-
tance, job training and 
employment and debt 
counseling.

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, 
OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor 
to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Savvy Senior: Financial help for 
retirees affected by COVID-19



4B The Forest-Blade • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • September 2, 2020



The Blade
Swainsboro, GA • September 2, 2020 • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com

BULLDOG SENIORS GRIMM, JOSEPH, MARTIN, 
RICH, SNELLGROVE, RADFORD

Four shutouts with a perfect 
game for the Lady Dawgs

by Ron Weatherford
The ECI softball team 

was humming on all 
cylinders in ever aspect 
of the game last week out 
scoring their 4 opponents 
29-0. Included in the 4 
shutouts was a perfect 
game where Clifton 
struck out each batter 
she faced.

Tuesday, August 5 ECI 
honored their 6 seniors 
before the game. They 
made the most of it 
defeating Jenkins Co. 
7-0.

The game was 
scoreless until ECI broke 
through in the bottom 
of the second inning 
scoring 2 runs.

Brianna Rich singled in 
the inning followed by a 
sac bunt by Kelly Joseph. 
With Rich on second, 
Kelsey Harper plated 
two runs on a double 
and 2 base error which 
had her rounding the 
bases for a 2-0 Bulldog 
lead.

ECI scored single runs 
in the fourth and fifth 
innings for a 4-0 lead and 
closed out the scoring in 
the sixth inning putting 
3 more on the board for a 
7-0 win for the Bulldogs.

Charla Clifton stood 
in the circle for ECI 
allowing just 2 hits, no 
walks while striking out 
12 Eagle batters.

ECI scattered 10 hits 

with Brianna Rich, 
Jesley Snellgrove and 
Kelsey Harper leading 
the Bulldogs at the plate 
with 2 hits each.

August 27 saw the 
Bulldogs hosting 
McIntosh Co. for their 
second region game of 
the week. It was a short 
stay for the Bucs and 
were sent back to Darien 
after the Lady Dawgs 
shut them out 15-0 in 
just 3 innings.

To say that McIntosh 
was dominated in the 
game would be an 
understatement. The 
Bulldogs put 13 runs on 
the board in the first two 
innings and ended the 
game in the third with 2 
more for a 15-0 score.

Clifton struck out all 
9 batters she faced in 
the three-inning game 
needing just 41 pitches 
for the win.

Last Saturday the 
Bulldogs played a 
double header for two 
make-up games due to 
rainouts earlier in the 
season.

ECI defeated Southeast 
Bulloch in the 9:00 game 
1-0.

It was a pitchers’ duel 
during the 1-0 game with 
both throwers allowing 
just 2 hits each. ECI 
scored the only run of 
the game in the bottom 
of the fifth inning.

With one out in the 
fifth, Mattie Grimm 
walked followed with 
singles by Taylor 
Radford and Kelly 
Joseph for a 1-0 Bulldog 
lead.

The hits by Radford 
and Joseph were the only 
ones for the Bulldogs.

Clifton went the 
distance for ECI allowing 
two hits while striking 
out 3 Blue Jackets.

At 1:00 the Bulldogs 
played Johnson Co. in 
another make-up game. 
ECI led JOCO in the 
rain out game 4-0 but 
was called in the second 
inning due to lighting.

The second and third 
innings saw the only 
runs of the game. ECI 
scored four in the second 
and two more in the 
third for a 6-0 win and 
their fourth shutout of 
the week.

Sullee Boddiford and 
Charla Clifton led ECI 
at the plate with 2 hits 
each.

Pitchers Clifton and 
Boddiford also combined 
for the shut out allowing 
just one hit each.

The Lady Dawgs 
have two games on 
tap this week. Tuesday 
September 1 (yesterday) 
ECI was in Pembroke 
to play Bryan Co. and 
will play Screven Co. in 
Sylvania on Thursday.

Ladies of Fire announce 
upcoming dice run benefit
The Ladies of Fire is 

sponsoring its fifth annual 
dice run in memory or Lt. 
Ricky Thurman set to take 
place Saturday, September 
19, at Swainsboro Shrine 
Club located on Highway 
56 N.

Registration will begin 

at 9 a.m. on the morning of 
the ride, kickstands up at 
11 a.m. Entry fee is $25 per 
rider and $35 with pas-
senger. 

High and low rollers 
will receive cash prizes. 
Extra rolls may be pur-
chased for $5 each. Food 

and drink will be avail-
able. All proceeds from 
this event are used to 
support fire fighters and 
families in times of need. 
For additional informa-
tion, contact Wanda Wood 
at 478-494-2206 or Terry 
Davis at 478-494-7402.



by SHARI WATT, 
EMANUEL COUNTY 
HUMANE SOCIETY

Recently, while driv-
ing through the Wal-
Mart parking lot, I saw a 
young couple with two 
spotted hound dog pups 
in a basket.  Their sign 
read, “Free Puppies with 
Food.”  Naturally, I had 
to stop and inquire.  They 
gave me the same story I 
have heard so many times 
before: “We didn’t know 
the mother dog was in 
heat.”  I questioned them 
about the puppies, breed, 
age, health, how many in 
the litter? There were six 
in the litter.

The young couple 
had already given away 
three, and they kept a fe-
male puppy.  I agreed to 
take the two left, and I as-
sured them I had rescues 
that would take the pups 
and place them in good 
homes.  I strongly urged 
the couple to please get 

the mother dog spayed 
soon, so this didn’t hap-
pen again. I also voiced 
my concern over their 
keeping one of the pup-
pies, because now they 
would have two dogs 
that would need to be 
fixed.  I gave them names 
of some resources that 
may be able to help them.  

I would like to give the 
couple credit for trying to 
find loving homes for the 
pups.  They didn’t dump 
them off at a dumpster 
like so many people do.  
However, when giving 
away free pets, how can 
you be sure they are go-
ing to good homes and 
not going to be used as 
“bait” for dog fighting?  
As I was driving home 
with my two “free pup-
pies,”  I had growing con-
cerns about the homes the 
other three puppies went 
to.  Did they go home 
with a person who will be 
a responsible pet owner, 
or did they go home with 
someone who took them 
on an impulse?

We’ve all been guilty 
of impulsive shopping.  
We see something in the 
store or on-line that we 
think we have to have, 
but after we get it home, 
we change our minds and 
want to return it. Taking 
home a free puppy or kit-
ten from yard sales or off 
the Wal-Mart parking lot 
is like impulse shopping. 
You see that adorable 
face, smell that puppy 
breath, get lots of kisses 
in the face, and your heart 
just melts.  You think you 
have fallen in love.  Then 
you say, without thinking 
about all the responsibili-
ty that comes with a new 
pet, “I’ll take it.”

There is a big difference 
between shopping in a 
store and taking home a 
free pet.  When shopping 
in a store, you can return 

an item if not satisfied 
with it.  Give-a-ways are 
non-returnable.  If you 
get home with your free 
new puppy or kitten and 
realize you have no place 
to keep it, or your land-
lord doesn’t allow pets, 
or you can’t afford to feed 
it and keep it healthy, you 
can’t take it back, because 
the people are long gone.  
Then what do you do?  
Most of the time, the pets 
end up in shelters or are 
left abandoned some-
where.

Taking in a new pet is 
a big responsibility.  It 
should be a carefully, 
well thought out deci-
sion, not just an impulse.  
Pets are living, breathing 
creatures!  They have to 
be fed and watered, have 
proper shelter, prop-
er health care, exercise, 
love and get spayed/
neutered.  A pet should 
NOT be treated like a 
child’s Christmas toy that 
is tossed to the side when 
the newest/cuteness 
wears off.  

Before you are tempted 
to take home that cute/
adorable pet, you should 
ask yourself these ques-
tions:

(If you rent) Does my 
landlord allow pets?

If I move will I be able 
to carry my pet with me?

Do I have a proper 
place to keep it where 
it will be safe and stay 
warm/cool and dry?

Can I afford to feed it 
and give it the proper 
veterinarian care it needs 
to keep it healthy?

Do I have the time to 
spend with it, to train it, 
exercise it, and love it?

Will I have the funds 
to have it fixed (spayed/
neutered) when it is old 
enough? (4-6 months 
old).

I cannot stress enough 
the importance of spay-

ing/neutering pets. If 
more people did this, we 
wouldn’t have the prob-
lem of pet over-popula-
tion.  Our shelters and res-
cues wouldn’t be running 
over.  We wouldn’t have 
problems with strays 
roaming our streets and 
hanging out at dump-
sters.  There wouldn’t be 
anyone at yard sales or 
on the Wal-Mart park-
ing lot giving away pup-
pies/kittens.  A key to 
this is finding resources 
and funding to assist the 
people in our community 
with spaying/neutering.  
I am trying to do my part 
through writing grants 
and looking for resources 
to help.

I do get so frustrated at 
times seeing how some 
animals are abused or 
neglected, and the prob-
lem does not seem to 
be getting any smaller.  
Barb Moore, our Eman-
uel County Humane So-
ciety President, has said 
to me, “How do you eat 
an elephant? The answer 
is “One bite at a time.” 
Sometimes I feel like that 
elephant keeps getting 
bigger and bigger, but I 
will not stop my efforts, 
no matter how big the 
problem seems to be.

I keep hoping these ar-
ticles I write will make 
a difference in the way 
people think about and 
treat their pets. I know 
that education is the key 
to help change the way 
we think.  Hopefully, one 
of these days, we will 
conquer that elephant 
through our efforts of ed-
ucation.  If we all do our 
part, we can make a dif-
ference.  I look forward 
to the day when giving 
away unwanted animals 
in a parking lot is a thing 
of the past.  Don’t you?
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DEA Eagles win first game of season
by WHITLEY 

CLIFTON
On Friday, August 

28, David Emanuel 
Academy’s Varsity 
Eagles laced up their 
cleats for the first game of 
the season. Hosting the 
game at home, Twiggs 
Academy Trojans trav-
eled from Jeffersonville 
to Stillmore for the 7:30 
p.m. kick-off that ended 
with an Eagle victory, 
44-38.

The Eagles entered the 
game with the advan-
tage of a 65-yard kickoff 
return by Jesse Moore. 
Following a 2-point 
attempt, the score was 
8-0.

Gaining points, the 
visiting trojans sur-
passed the Eagle’s score, 
8-21. Varsity Eagle Dane 
Arrington increased the 
Eagle scoreboard 14-21 
with a run for conver-
sion. After clearing a 
48-yard Eagle touch-
down, Arrington added 
two additional points to 
the score board, tighten-
ing the scoreboard num-
bers, 16-21.

Still falling short to 
the Trojans, 16-24, an 
additional run for con-
version play by Banks 
Booth added six more 
Eagle points to the score-

board. Racyn Faircloth 
completed the play with 
a 6-yard touchdown 
run, bringing the score 
to a tie 24-24.

The two varsity teams 
continued head on, with 
the Eagles trailing close 
behind the Trojans. 
Booth and Timothy 
Braddock brought the 
scoreboard to another 
tie of 30-30 after a con-
version play. Faircloth 
added two additional 
points for the Eagles 
after completing a 
3-yard touchdown run, 
32-30.

Reaching another 
tied score of 38-38, the 
Eagles gained lead over 
the Trojans with a 44-38 
victory. DEA’s Varsity 

Eagles will travel to 
Covington September 3 
to compete in their sec-
ond game for the sea-

son against Covington 
Academy Bulldogs. 
Kickoff time is set for 
7:30 p.m.

EAGLE CHEERLEADERS PERFORMING

TWIGGS TROJANS TRAIL BEHIND RUNNING EAGLES



by WHITLEY CLIFTON
During the later month 

of July, Betty Gambrell 
Animal Shelter staff 
responded to a Fulmer 
Lane address in Twin City 
in reference to an intake 
request. According to 
information provided, the 
callers stated smelling an 
awful smell as if some-
thing dead may have been 
drug up to the house-
hold by the involved dog. 
Upon arrival of shelter 
staff, the dog was appre-
hended, and it was then 
learned that the strong 
odor reported was actu-
ally coming from the dog 
itself. 

The involved dog, a 
male, Asian Shephard, 
multi-colored, weighed 
77.4 lbs. at time of intake 
and had severe injuries to 
its back. 

Medical care was ren-
dered by Dr. Wesley 
McRae, DVM, who per-
formed an overall health 
evaluation and exam-
ined and applied wound 
care to the large canine. 
According to documen-
tation from this visit, it 
was recorded that the dog 
suffered severe injuries 
on his back and was flea 
infested. The two lesions 
on the back of the dog 
was measured to be 6”x 
3” and 3”x 2”. Hair was 
reported missing on both 
lesions and appeared to be 
black in color, indicating 
necrotic (dead or dying) 
flesh present. The wounds 
were severely infected 
underneath the dead skin 
and drainage was present, 
and appeared to be caus-
tic in nature, indicating 
possible burn results by 
some agent. Medication 
and care instructions were 
provided to shelter staff 
and the dog’s care was 
turned back over to the 
animal shelter. The diag-
nosis given was severe, 
traumatic, contact derma-
titis – caustic in nature 
with sever secondary bac-
terial infection.

After being under the 
care of Betty Gambrell 

Animal Shelter for almost 
one month, the dog, now 
known as Dallas, returned 
to McRae’s vet clinic for 
a re-check examination. 
In the short time frame, 
the second report provid-
ed by Dr. McRae detailed 
that Dallas appeared to be 
bright, alert, responsive, 
and had a normal tem-
perature. In comparison 
to Dallas’ first visit, all 
wounds were healed by 
the second visit, no infec-
tion was reported present, 
and health scar tissue for-
mation was reported and 
not deemed concerning. 
Since the primary visit 
in July, Dallas had since 
gained seven pounds. 
Finalizing the report, 
Dr. McRae document-
ed “Due to the diligent 
care by the Swainsboro 
Animal Control in admin-
istering the medications 
prescribed by McRae 
Veterinary Clinic, Dallas 
has fully recovered from 
the severe wounds that 
were present a month ago 
and is doing great.”

On Thursday, August 
27, Dallas’ case was 
brought before the hon-
orable Magistrate Court 
Judge Dawn Braddy, 
who was sitting in for the 
honorable Judge Ronald 
Wiggins. Judge Braddy 
provided opportunity 
for both parties to speak, 
which involved shelter 
manager Leta Fuentes and 
the dog’s owner, Connie 
Dowd.

Fuentes provided 
detailed information and 
records obtained from the 
vet’s office as well as that 
of the shelter. Photos and 
current status of Dallas 
were also displayed to 
Judge Braddy. 

Dowd stated that the 
involved dog, Dallas, 
was a stray that she had 
taken in and admitted to 
knowledge of one “skin 
mark,” but did not admit 
to knowledge of all docu-
mented wounds.

Emanuel County 
Humane Society had 
also provided statement 

that Dallas, if released to 
Dowd, would not be con-
sidered to be in the right 
home to receive proper 
care.

After further discussion 
on the matter and pro-
vided evidence from both 
Fuentes and Dowd were 
presented and viewed by 
Judge Braddy, the final 
ruling was that Dallas 
would be better off if 
placed with another home 
that could provide better 

supervision. 
“Canines and other ani-

mals have no voice. We 
have to speak for them,” 
Judge Braddy stated as 
she announced the final 
verdict for Dallas’ case.

Judge Braddy ordered 
Dowd to repay the shel-
ter for associated care 
cost of Dallas since the 
July intake, which ranged 
close to an approximate 
$480 but waived imme-
diate payment be made. 

Instead, Dowd was 
ordered repayment be 
made through the comple-
tion of 40 hours communi-
ty service of three months 
or less.

The Betty Gambrell 
Animal Shelter has many 
pets for adoption. Just 
recently, on National Dog 
Day, August 26, a walk-th-
ru of the shelter featuring 
adoptable dogs as well as 
recent shelter renovations 
made live appearance on 

Facebook. This footage 
can be located by visit-
ing Emanuel County Live! 
Please note, the shelter is 
in need of donations of 
puppy and canned dog 
food, but all donations are 
greatly appreciated. To 
inquire more information 
on possible adoptions or 
ways to donate or volun-
teer a helping hand, con-
tact the shelter at 478-237-
4040.

Officers with the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department (SPD) 
reported…

August 20
Complainant reported 

his vehicle was damaged 
at Walmart.

August 22
Complainant filed a 

terroristic threats and 
acts report.

August 24
Officer responded to 

a Pratt Ave. residence 
in reference to a dog at 
large.

Officer was dispatched 
to a Brown St. address in 
reference to burglary/

forced entry.
Officer met with 

complainant at a Green 
St. address in reference 
to a disorderly conduct 
incident.

Officer arrived at 
a known location in 
reference to a stolen 
CashApp card that 
was being used by an 
unknown person.

Officer was dispatched 
to a West St. address 
in reference to theft by 
taking.

August 27
Officer was dispatched 

to S. Main St. is reference 
to a shoplifter.

Officers responded to a 
W. Church St. addressing 
reference to two female 
subjects having a 
physical altercation.

Officer was dispatched 
to N. Main St. in reference 
to a shoplifter.

Officer responded to 
a N. Central St. address 
in reference to a report 
that someone shot 
complainants car.  

August 28
Officer was dispatched 

to an E. Pine St. residence 
interference to damage 
to a vehicle.

Officer initiated a 
traffic stop for speeding.  
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The following persons 
have been booked into 
Emanuel County Jail, 
according to Emanuel 
County Sheriff Tyson 
Stephens, on warrants 
obtained by one of several 
local law enforcement 
agencies, designated by 
each name: Drug Task 
Force (DTF); Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation 
(GBI); Georgia 
Department of Pardons 
and Parole (GAPP); 
Georgia State Patrol 
(GSP); Emanuel County 

Sheriff’s Office (ECSO); 
Swainsboro Police Dept. 
(SPD); Stillmore Police 
Dept. (SMPD); Twin 
City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian 
Police Dept. (APD); 
Child Support Recovery 
Unit (CSRU); Intensive 
Probation Service (IPS); 
or Probation Office 
(PROB). 

Sabrina Kay Jackson, 
42, 967 Empire 
Expressway, entered 
8/26/20; Fail to 

appear/list orig charge; 
SPD

Michael Jermaine 
Howard, 44, 7143 
Cobden Ln, Charlotte, 
NC, entered 8/26/20; 
Driving lic susp/rev; 
released 8/26/20; SPD

Charles Justin Davis, 
35, 115 McLeod Bridge 
Rd, entered 8/26/20; 
Driving lic susp/rev

Robert Lee Brown, 19, 
39 Wheeler Dr, entered 
8/27/20; Speeding 30+ 
MPH over/Reckless 
driving; SPD

Sheriff’s Reports
According to the Emanuel County 

Sheriff’s Office…
August 24
Victim stated he hydroplaned into 

the median duo to excess water on the 
roadway causing his vehicle to strike a 
tree.

August 25
Deputies went to a Fowler Lane 

residence to serve an arrest warrant.  
Upon arrival, officers observed 
offender running away from the 
residence.  Deputies chased offender to 
the woods where he was apprehended.

Officer spoke with complainant 
about a burglary at his property on 
Glenwood Rd, where multiple items 
were stolen.

Complainant stated she had to 
reduce the amount of people at her 
wedding due to COVID-19 and 
offender got upset and started sending 
her threatening messages.

August 26
Complainant stated that offender 

was driving through his hay field 
and then stated driving up and down 
McLeos Bridge Rd. like he was chasing 
something.  Complainant also stated 
that the offender has been acting very 
weird the last couple of day stating that 
people are trying to get him.

Complainant stated that an unknown 
person tried to open several accounts 

in his name and tried to cash a check 
for $100.

Officer took a report of a copper theft 
which occurred at the cellphone tower 
on Antioch Church Rd.  

Deputy received a call from 
complainant stating she hit a deer on 
Lambs Bridge Rd. 

August 27
Complainant stated the vehicle 

in front of him slammed on brakes 
causing him to slam on brakes and turn 
towards the ditch to miss the vehicle, 
causing him to slide into the ditch.

While officer was on routine patrol, 
a driver struck a deer causing slight 
damage tot he vehicle.

Complainant stated some type of 
animal ran into the front passenger 
side bumper of his vehicle causing 
moderate damage.

August 28
Complainant stated that someone 

called her ad wanter her to set up a 
bank account and would deposit  $500 
a week into the account and she would 
need to send them all her information.

Officer spoke with complainant 
who advised him that her husband’s 
welding machine was missing.  Known 
offender stated it was his but after 
being contacted by complainant that 
she was pressing charges, offender said 
he would return it.

Swainsboro Police Reports

Jail Report

Twin City Police Reports
Officers with the Twin 

City Police Department 
(TCPD) reported…

August 28
Officer conducted 

a traffic stop for a 

blue light infraction.  
Investigation revealed 
the suspect was under 
the influence of alcohol 
in combination with 
marijuana.

August 29
Officer made 

contact with offender 
in reference to an 
outstanding felony 
warrant.	

Emanuel County Magistrate Court awards local shelter ownership of July intake

DALLAS AFTER FIRST VISIT TO DR. McRAE CURRENT PHOTO OF DALLAS
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EMERGENCY PERSONNEL MEET AT FOOTBALL FIELD FOR FLIGHT 
TRANSFER OF INJURED MALE

Construction worker injured in fall
by Bill Cahill SFD PIO
A 55-year-old male construction worker was injured in a fall in Stillmore. 

Around 9:45 a.m. on Friday, August 28, Emanuel County EMS and firefighters 
along with Stillmore Police were dispatched to 1 Plant Avenue. A male had fallen 
approximately 12 feet from a beam at a construction site. After being treated and 
stabilized on scene, he was transported to the football field at David Emanuel 
Academy where he was transferred to Air-Evac 91 and flown to a trauma center 
in Savannah. As of press time, there was no update on his condition.

Georgia Power announces new 
fixed price rate plan for customers: 
Pay by Day plan provides 
customers another option to manage 
their energy use and payments

Georgia Power is 
giving residential cus-
tomers another option 
to manage their energy 
use and payments with 
the new “Pay by Day” 
rate plan, an innova-
tive option that locks in 
a fixed daily price for 
electricity over an entire 
year.

Pay by Day is a pre-
paid service plan that 
gives customers the 
ability to deposit funds 
into their Georgia 
Power account with a 
fixed amount deduct-
ed daily, no matter the 
amount of energy used. 
This helps to avoid 
fluctuations in energy 
costs during the heat of 
summer and the cold of 
winter. Qualifying res-
idential customers can 
have certainty in their 
budget with a custom-
ized Pay by Day offer 
based upon their pro-
jected electricity usage 
over the next 12 months.

Georgia Power cus-
tomers who have had 
service for 12 months 
can receive their cus-
tomized Pay by Day 
price and sign up by 
calling 1-800-642-4590.

How Pay by Day 
works

After customers sign 
up for the Pay by Day 
rate plan, they can sim-
ply add funds under the 
“My Account” section 

of www.GeorgiaPower.
com or by visiting one 
of more than 4,000 
Authorized Payment 
Locations (APLs) that 
accept Georgia Power 
payments. Each day, 
the customer’s account 
is charged the fixed, 
custom daily price. If 
funds in the customer’s 
account get too low, 
Georgia Power will 
send them a reminder 
that it is time to make a 
payment.

The Pay by Day rate 
plan also provides cus-
tomers who have an 
outstanding balance 
an additional payment 
option. If a custom-
er has a past-due bal-
ance when signing up 
for Pay by Day, 25 per-
cent of every payment 
will be applied to the 
remaining balance. No 
late fees will be charged 
if outstanding balanc-
es are paid before April 
2021.

The Pay by Day 
plan was originally 
offered as a pilot pro-
gram. After review, the 
Georgia Public Service 
Commission approved 
the plan as a new offer-
ing available to all eligi-
ble customers.

Rate options to fit 
customers’ budget and 
lifestyle

Georgia Power offers 
a variety of flexible and 
customizable rate plans 
to meet every lifestyle 
and budget. Ensuring 
that you are on the most 
economical rate plan 
for your use is one of 
the most effective ways 
to keep your energy 
costs low. In addition 
to the new Pay by Day 
plan, customers can 
explore Georgia Power 
rate plans at www.
GeorgiaPower.com/
Pricing:

· Smart Usage – This 
plan can provide sav-
ings by implementing 
small changes in how 
and when you use elec-
tricity. By using major 
appliances such as 
clothes dryers, ovens 
and dishwashers at dif-
ferent times, you could 
reduce your monthly 
energy bill.

· FlatBill® – This plan 
offers a 12-month fixed 
contract price that does 
not fluctuate when 
your power usage does 
– eliminating surprises 
and preventing higher 
bills during the summer 
months.  

· Plug-In Electric 
Vehicle (PEV) – A great 
option for electric vehi-
cle (EV) drivers who 
can charge their EVs 
during nighttime hours 
and take advantage of 
lower-priced energy.  

· Nights & Weekends 
– If you can shift when 
you use electricity 
during the summer 
months to the evening, 

the Nights & Weekends 
rate is for you. By 
changing when you 
wash dishes, do laun-
dry or cool your home, 
savings add up annu-
ally.  

· PrePay – This rate 
plan option allows you 
to pay as you go and 
add funds as needed. 
This plan requires no 
deposit, credit check or 
reconnection fees.

· Residential Services 
– Georgia Power’s basic 
rate plan is available 
to all residential cus-
tomers. This plan has 
a monthly base charge 
and a rate that changes 
based on your monthly 
usage and the time of 
year.

Resources for cus-
tomers

Whether customers 
own a home or rent, 
tailored energy-sav-
ings tips are available 
at www.GeorgiaPower.
com/Save, which also 
includes access to a free 
Online Energy Checkup 
and a variety of rebates 
and incentives for both 
homes and businesses.

Additionally, Georgia 
Power’s My Power 
Usage program, a free 
service connected to 
many Georgia Power 
online accounts, allows 
customers to track their 
daily energy use, proj-
ect their monthly bill, 
and set daily or month-
ly usage alerts.

About Georgia Power
Georgia Power is the 

largest electric sub-
sidiary of Southern 
Company (NYSE: 
SO), America’s pre-
mier energy compa-
ny. Value, Reliability, 
Customer Service and 
Stewardship are the cor-
nerstones of the compa-
ny’s promise to 2.6 mil-
lion customers in all but 
four of Georgia’s 159 
counties. Committed to 
delivering clean, safe, 
reliable and affordable 
energy at rates below 
the national average, 
Georgia Power main-
tains a diverse, innova-
tive generation mix that 
includes nuclear, coal 
and natural gas, as well 
as renewables such as 
solar, hydroelectric and 
wind. Georgia Power 
focuses on delivering 
world-class service 
to its customers every 
day and the company 
is consistently recog-
nized by J.D. Power 
and Associates as an 
industry leader in cus-
tomer satisfaction. For 
more information, visit 
www.GeorgiaPower.
com and connect 
with the company on 
Facebook (Facebook.
com/GeorgiaPower), 
Twitter (Twitter.com/
GeorgiaPower) and 
Instagram (Instagram.
com/ga_power).
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DeVOS PRESENTING PROGRAM ON THE LAST 100 YARDS

Historian, Author DeVos 
speaks to Little River

President Wilder Smith 
Jr. and Registrar Dess 
Smith III of the Wiregrass 
Chapter, Georgia Society 
Sons of the American 
Revolution, traveled 90 
miles to Lincolnton to 
attend the Little River 
Chapter SAR’s 6:30 p.m. 
monthly meeting on 
Thursday night, August 
20. 

This month’s meeting 
of the Thomson Chapter 
was held at the Lincoln 
County Historical 
Society’s museum in 
downtown Lincolnton. 
The featured pro-

gram was presented by 
Historian and Author Ed 
DeVos, who highlighted 
his recently published 
book, The Last 100 Yards.

DeVos’ book is histo-
ry based with a focus 
of soldiers - infantry 
soldiers - the heart and 
soul of our Army.  His 
book describes how, 
after Vietnam, our army 
developed new doctrine, 
new equipment, and a 
tougher, more meaning-
ful training philosophy.  
This featured book intro-
duces some common 
sense leaders whose 

principles still impact 
our military today while 
also providing a glimpse 
into the lives of military 
spouses and children, 
who serve their country 
alongside their soldiers.  

Little River President 
Bill Tankersley present-
ed three new members 
their SAR certificates 
and inducted them into 
the chapter. In addition, 
President Tankersly 
also presented two 
members with their 
National Society SAR 
Veterans Certificates of 
Patriotism.

WIREGRASS CHAPTER PRESIDENT W. SMITH STANDING 
IN FRONT OF PAVILION
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale • Yard and estate 

sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals • Help wanted • Services offered

RENTAL HOUSES/
STORAGE UNITS

HOLSONBACK RENT-
ALS LLC :  Homes - Apart-
ments - Storage Units.  342 
W Main St.  478.419.1333.  
Mon - Fri from 9am - 
12pm, & 2pm - 5pm

PETS/ANIMALS FOR 
FREE/MISSING

Animal shelter — The 
Emanuel County Animal 
Shelter has chocolate lab 
mix males, female Austra-
lian cattle dog mixes, male 
pointer, several bulldogs, 
and a lot of shepherd 
mixes (male and female).
   We have lots of great 
family dogs as well 
as great guard dogs.
   The shelter is always 
in need of donations of 
canned and bagged dog 
food. We appreciate any 
and every donation.
   If you are missing a 
dog or have found a dog, 
please call the shelter at 
478-237-4040 to report it.
   Visit us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/
EmanuelCountyShelter 
or visit our visitor web-
site, www.petstablished.
com/organization/1760/, to 
view our adoptable dogs.
   Adoption fee is $35. 
This goes to pay for part 
of the spaying/neuter-
ing cost. The other $30 
must be paid to the vet, 
by the owner after it has 
been spayed or neutered. 
Please call the shelter for 
details. Come visit our 
adoptable dogs at 343 
Market St. in Swainsboro.
     We are open Mon-
day through Friday, 
8-4, and Saturday, 8-12.

RENT TO OWN:  
2BDR/1B Just REMOD-
ELED Mobile Home on 1 
Acre Outside City Limits 
of Swainsboro.  $2,500 - 
$5,000 down, $550 + $100 
Per Month Towards Pur-
chase.  Call 478.227.7295.

MISC NOTICES

   WE DO not knowingly 
accept advertisements that 
discriminate, or intend to dis-
criminate, on any illegal basis, 
nor do we knowingly accept 
employment advertisements 
that are not bona-fide job of-
fers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. We do not accept 
advertising that is in violation 
of the law. The law prohibits 
discrimination based on color, 
religion, sex, national origin, 
handicap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A COPY 
OF A DOCUMENT, LETTER, 
ETC., TO SOME PLACE IN 
A HURRY? The Forest-Blade 
can do the job for you in min-
utes with its fax machine. 
We can also receive cop-
ies of documents. For more 
information come by our 
office on West Moring Street.

RENT TO OWN 

YARD SALE

NO SALE YARD SALE:  
Everything is FREE!  Sat, 
Sept. 12th from 10am - 
1pm at Friendship Bap-
tist Church in Twin City.

MISC FOR SALE

Superglide Hitch:  NEW.  
$500.  Call 912.763.2440.

183 acre cattle farm for 
sale: Griffin Ferry Road 
south of Stillmore, fenced, 
ponds, $550,600.  Adjacent 
4 bedroom, 3-1/2 bath-
room brick home on 1 acre, 
$185,000.  Details at www.
GeorgiaLand.com, Shivers 
Real Estate, 706-833-9114

MISC

PASTORS AND ALL!  
Friendship Freewill is 
having a Prayer service 
EVERY Friday night at 
7pm in Twin CIty.  We wel-
come all who can come.
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Legals
|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
In Re: Gloria Dixon              Civil 
Action File No.  2OCV191
NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME
Georgia, Emanuel County
Notice is hereby given that Gloria 
Phyllis Ann Franklin Dixon the 
undersigned, filed his petition to 
the Superior Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia on the 6th day of 
August, 2020, praying for a change 
in the name of petitioner from 
Gloria Phyllis Ann Franklin Dixon to 
Phyllis Ann Franklin Dixon. Notice 
is hereby given pursuant to law 
to any interested or affected party 
to appear in said court and to file 
objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said 
Court within 30 days of the filing of 
said petition.
This 6 day of August, 2020.
_________________ 
Petitioner
 
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF GEORGE 
FRANK KIRKLAND, SR., 
DESEASED.
All creditors of the estate of 
Georgia Frank Kirkland, Sr., 
deceased, late of Emanuel County, 
are hereby notified to render their 
demands to Richard M. McNeely, 
attorney for Dennis Earl Kirkland, 
Executor of the George Frank 
Kirkland, Sr. Estate, at P.O. Box 
767, Swainsboro, Georgia 30401, 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment of any 
indebtedness due the estate.
This 11th day of August, 2020.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for
Dennis Earl Kirkland
Executor of the
George Frank Kirkland, Sr. Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P.O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
 
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, 
EMANUEL COUNTY
 All persons having claims against 
the estate of M. L. Reid, a/k/a 
Maynard Lloyd Reid, Jr., are here-
by notified to render demand upon 
the undersigned as provided by 
law and all persons indebted to M. 
L. Reid, a/k/a Maynard Lloyd Reid, 
Jr., are hereby required to make 
immediate payment to the personal 
representative listed below.
This 12th of August, 2020.
Synovus Trust Company, N.A., 
Executor under the Will                  
  M.L. Reid, a/k/a Maynard Lloyd 
Reid, Jr., deceased
c/o Synovus Trust Company, N. A.,
P O Box 23024
Columbus, GA 31902-3024
Wayne Hadden, Attorney
Page, Scrantom, Sprouse, Tucker 
& Ford, P.C.
1111 Bay Avenue, Suite 300
Columbus, Georgia 31901

(706) 243-5611
 
|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
BEN HENRY EASON
Plaintiff,                          
Civil Action No. 20-CV-206
v.
SANDRA KAY EASON
Defendant.
NOTICE OF SUMMOMS-
SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
TO: SANDRA KAY EASON, 
Defendant Named Above:
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action seeking BEN 
HENRY EASON[state the relief 
sought] was filed against you in 
said court on August 13, 2020, 
and that by reason of an order for 
service of summons by publication 
entered by the court on August 13, 
2020 you are hereby commanded 
and required to file with the clerk 
of said court and serve upon Ben 
Eason, plaintiff, whose address is 
216 Lewis St. Apt-A Swainsboro, 
Ga 30401 an answer to the com-
plaint within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for service by 
publication. If you fail to do so, 
judgment by default will be taken 
against you for the relief demand-
ed in the complaint.
Witness the Honorable Robert S. 
Reeves, Judge of said Court.
This the 13th day of August, 2020.
_________________
Clerk of Superior Court.
Emanuel, County
 
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT 
OF  EMANUEL Y   STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE:  ESTATE OF                                              
MINNIE PEARL RICKS BRINSON,                                  
ESTATE NO. 20E0083
DECEASED                                                             
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE

TO:  ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES  and to whom it may 
concern:
BOBBY LEE BRINSON JR.  has 
petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the estate 
of  MINNIE PEARL RICKS 
BRINSON  deceased, of said 
County.   (The Petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond 
and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-
261.)   All interested parties are 
hereby notified to show cause why 
said Petition should not be grant-
ed.   All objections to the Petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. SEPTEMBER 
21, 2020. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the Petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections.   All objec-
tions should be sworn to before a 
notary public or before a Probate 
Court Clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your objections, 
unless you qualify to file as an indi-
gent party.  Contact Probate Court 
personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees.  If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date. If no objections are 
filed, the Petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
DON E. WIKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS
GEORGIA, EMANUEL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Julia 
Oliver McPherson, decedent, late 
of Emanuel County, are hereby 

notified to render in their demands 
to Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 
68, Swainsboro, GA 30401 accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make 
immediate payment.
This 18th day of August, 2020.
Tommie F. Harper, Executrix of the 
Estate of                      
Julia Oliver McPherson, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
                                                                                                                                                    
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF TOOMBS
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS
IN RE: The Estate of James Mark 
Strange, deceased.
All debtors or creditors of the 
Estate of James Mark Strange, 
deceased, late of Emanuel County, 
Georgia, are hereby to render 
their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are to make 
immediate payment to me at the 
address below.
This 19th day of August, 2020.
/ s / D e b o r a h 
Strange ______________
Deborah Strange, Executrix of the
Estate of James Mark Strange, 
Deceased
Paul K. Cook, Esq.
The Cook Law Firm, LLC
P. O. Box 63
Vidalia, Georgia 30475
912-537-8875 Telephone

|
Notice to Debtors and Creditors
All creditors of the Estate of Willard 
George Pease, late of Emanuel 
County, deceased, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
the undersigned according to law, 
and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make imme-
diate payment.
This 21st day of August, 2020.
Name: Catherine L. Shepard 

Title: Administrator 
Address: 3055 Arden Way 
Snellville, GA 30039 
Ayers Law Office, P.C. 
PO Box 720 
Millen, GA 30442 
(478) 401-0355

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY  STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE:  ESTATE OF	
A G W,                     
ESTATE NO.  20E0087
MINOR	
NOTICE
Date of second publication, if any 
September 9, 2020
TO: JATERRIAS BURDEN
You are hereby notified that 
REGINA HOPE MOYE has filed 
a Petition seeking to be appointed 
temporary guardian of the above-
named Minor.  All objections to 
the Petition to the appointment 
of a temporary guardian or the 
appointment of the Petitioner as 
temporary guardian, must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and be 
filed with this Court no later than 
fourteen (14) days after this notice 
is mailed, or ten (10) days after 
this notice is personally served 
upon you, or ten (10) days after the 
second publication of this notice 
if you are served by publication.  
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or Georgia 
probate court clerk and filing fees 
must be tendered with your objec-
tions, unless you qualify to file as 
an indigent party.  Contact Probate 
Court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.
NOTE: If a natural guardian files 
a timely objection to the creation 
of the temporary guardianship, the 
Petition will be dismissed.  If a 
natural guardian files an objection 
to the appointment of the Petitioner 
as guardian, or if a parent who 
is not a natural guardian files an 

objection to the Petition, a hearing 
on the matter shall be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objection is 
filed, the Petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Address
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
Notice is given that articles of 
incorporation that will incorporate 
Community Affairs Assistance, 
Inc. have been delivered to 
the Secretary of State for filing 
in accordance with the Georgia 
Business Corporation Code. The 
initial registered office of the cor-
poration is located at 516 North 
Coleman Street, Swainsboro, 
GA, 30401 and its initial registered 
agent at such address is Kendra 
Denise Worthen.

|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF LINTORN 
GORDON BRETT, DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate of Lintorn 
Gordon Brett, deceased, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render their demands to 
Richard M. McNeely, attorney 
for Willosi W. Brett, Executor pf 
the Lintorn Gordon Brett Estate, 
at P.O. Box 767, Swainsboro, 
Georgia 30401, according to law, 
and a;; persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make imme-
diate payment of any indebtedness 
sue the estate.
This 20th day of August, 2020.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY
Attorney for
Willoise W. Brett,
Executor of the 
Lintorn Gordon Brett Estate
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