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Holiday music

count

Some stores start stocking Christmas
decorations and wrapping paper as early
as October, and some families begin
decking their halls in holiday finery in
late November. But for many people, the
holiday season has not truly begun until
the music synonymous with this festive
time of year has hit the airwaves.

Few things can make a person feel as
festive as the holiday songs they know and
love. Many families have favorite music
they consider synonymous with their
holiday celebrations. While families have
their own unique holiday traditions, over
time certain holiday songs have emerged
as favorites. These are the tunes you're
likely to hear played over and over on the
radio. Billboard, which tracks the music
industry’s most popular songs, compiled
its own list of the most popular Christmas
songs. The list measures the volume of
people who have been exposed to the song
on the radio, and is based on ranking
rather than exact figures of listeners, and
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the following are the 10 most popular songs
based on those parameters.

10. “Happy Xmas (War is Over),” by
John Lennon: This song debuted in 1971
and was written by Lennon and his wife,
Yoko Ono. Performed with the Harlem
Community Choir, the song was originally
a protest song about the Vietham Warm
before it eventually became a Christmas
standard.

9. “Christmas Eve (Sarajevo 12/24),”
by Trans-Siberian Orchestra: According
to Nielsen, this instrumental mash-
up of “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
and “Carol of the Bells” is one of the
best-selling Christmas digital singles in
SoundScan history. A combination of full,
classical orchestra and rock, “Christmas
Eve” is a memorable and powerful piece
of music.

8. “White Christmas,” by Bing Crosby:
Crosby crooned this tune in 1942 in the
movie of the same name, and Irving
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Berlin’s song soon became one of the most
popular holiday tunes of all time. It has
been covered innumerable times and has
become a holiday season standard.

7. “It’s the Most Wonderful Time
of the Year,” by Andy Williams: This
popular Christmas song was written by
Edward Pola and George Wyle in 1963. The
song celebrates the traditions and feelings
of the Christmas season.

6. “Feliz Navidad,” by Jose Feliciano:
This Spanish-English pop song is
recognized by the American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publishers as
one of the 25 most-played and recorded
Christmas songs around the world. Puerto-
Rican born Feliciano has said that the song
has always been a bridge to the cultures
that are so dear to him.

5. “A Holly Jolly Christmas,”by Burl
Ives: This song was written by Johnny
Marks, an American songwriter. Ironically,
Marks was Jewish, but he specialized in
Christmas songs and wrote many of the
holiday standards people love, including
this upbeat tune and “Rockin’ Around the
Christmas Tree.”

4. “The Christmas Song (Chestnuts
Roasting on an Open Fire),” by Nat King
Cole: Believeitornot, thissong was actually

written in the summer when composers
Bob Wells and Mel Torme were trying
to cool off with winter imagery. Snow-
covered images and phrases eventually
turned into lyrics for this popular song
that was most memorably recorded by Nat
King Cole.

3. “Jingle Bell Rock,” by Bobby Helms:
This song has been performed by many, but
Helms’ version of the is perhaps the best
known. The song highlights the crossover
style known as “rockabilly” and merges
the classic “Jingle Bells” with rock n’ roll
references of the 1950s.

2. “Rockin’ Around the Christmas
Tree,” by Brenda Lee: Brenda Lee was a
chart-topping female vocalist of the 1960s
who owes much of her success to this
beloved holiday classic. Despite the mature
sound of her voice, Lee recorded this
version when she was only 13 years old.

1. “All I Want for Christmas is You,”
by Mariah Carey: This up-tempo love song
has become a Christmas classic and one
of Carey’s most popular hits. She cowrote
and coproduced the song with Walter
Afansieff. It is one of the few, modern,
original Christmas songs to stand the test
of time and become an official Christmas
standard.
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| < - ; h oliday shopping is an annual
bhoppl“g 0“ Vﬂ“l snlﬂrtp 0“0 l Htradition for many people. But
* ' while it may be customary to
exchange gifts with loved ones during
the holiday season, how those gifts are
purchased has changed dramatically
over the last decade and a half.
Thanks to advancements in
technology, many holiday shoppers
get their shopping done without ever
setting foot in malls or shopping
centers. And data indicates more
and more shoppers are using their
smartphones to do their holiday
shopping. According to Nielsen Mobile
Measurement, the number of mobile
shoppers in December 2014 rose to
138.1 million users, an increase of
nearly 14 million users from the same
period just a year earlier. And mobile
shoppers averaged nearly a full hour
more shopping on the Web from their
mobile phones in 2014 than in 2013.
Convenience often drives shoppers
decisions to use their mobile phones
during the holiday season. But it’s
important that shoppers not sacrifice
security for the sake of convenience.
Those who want the best of both
worlds this holiday season can take
several steps to protect their personal
information while shopping on their
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smartphones.

* Only use shopping apps
with which you’re comfortable.
Downloading an app only takes a few
seconds, and some shoppers are so
used to downloading apps they may not
realize just what they’re downloading.
Before installing an app on your
phone, familiarize yourself with the
app and what it requests of its user.
Some apps ask users for a considerable
amount of personal information, even
though there is no legitimate reason
for them to have that information. If
you're uncomfortable with apps that
require you to allow access to your
location and other potentially sensitive
information, don’t download the app.

» Sign out when you stop using
an app. It may be convenient to stay
signed in to an app at all times, but that
can leave you vulnerable to hackers
and/or thieves. Many apps store users
credit card numbers so shoppers don’t
have to enter such information each
time they make a purchase. If you stay
signed in to an app at all times, hackers
who access your smartphone can then
access your credit card information,
as can thieves should your phone be
stolen. Signing out when you finish
using an app provides an extra measure

of protection.

» Turn off automatic connections.
Many smartphones enable users to
automatically connect to nearby Wi-Fi
networks so they can seamlessly access
the Internet regardless of where they
are. However, some Wi-Fi networks are
fraudulent, and you may unknowingly
be transmitting sensitive data through
such networks when you automatically
log on. Disable automatic connections,
only logging on to secure Wi-Fi
networks when out in public.

* Browse but don’t buy. Shoppers
who are especially concerned about
smartphone security may want to use
apps and their smartphone’s Internet
connections to browse rather than buy.
Avoid logging into apps or websites
when using your smartphone, instead
browsing deals and jotting them down
on the phone’s notes app. You can then
make purchases once you gain access
to a secure network, such as the one at
your home or office.

Holiday shoppers are increasingly
turning to their smartphones to do
their holiday shopping. While the
convenience of such devices may be
unrivaled, consumers must prioritize
security over expediency.

EMPIRE .%../
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MONTGOMERY VETERINARY HOSPITAL
845451421

718 River Road, Montgomery, NY

10% DISCOUNT now thru 1/31/17  Call for details
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A holly, Jolly re(:1pe for merry mornings

This holiday season, make your
mornings merry and savor time with loved
ones visiting from near and far with festive
recipes like Christmas Tree Waffles and
Overnight Cinnamon Roll Casserole.

“You don’t have to get up early to impress
guests with a holiday breakfast,” said Chef
Kevan Vetter of the McCormick Kitchens.
“Take waffles, simply add green food color
to the batter then dust with powdered
sugar ‘snow’ to resemble Christmas trees.
Or prepare a cinnamon roll casserole the
night before. Soak cut-up challah bread in
milk and cinnamon overnight, bake until
golden in the morning. Finish off with a
drizzle of cream cheese frosting.”

For more Christmas tips and recipes, find
McCormick on Pinterest and Facebook,
and visit McCormick.com.

Overnight Cinnamon Roll Casserole
Prep time: 10 minutes

Cook time: 25 minutes

Servings: 12

12 eggs

11/2 cups plus 3 tbs milk, divided

2 tablespoons ground cinnamon, divided
5 teaspoons vanilla extract, divided

1/4 teaspoon baking powder

1 loaf challah or brioche bread, cubed

Inviting, exciting holiday ideasé.
Get 20% OFF

in our Holiday Gift Shop
and on Outdoor Lighting!

(excludes live trees & greens)
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made daily

 Chevre: Plain, Apricot, Chocolate Hazlenut,
Sun-dried Tomato, Olive, Cranberry
Cinnamon and special holiday flavors

* Ricotta * Feta: Plain & Marinated

* Goats Milk

Order yours today!
GO GOATS MILK & FRESH CHEESES
47 Highland Lakes Rd., Middletown
\ 845-386-9059

for your holiday table!

POWER EQUIPMENT, INC.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
STOCKING STUFFERS

Now featuring

SNOWBLOWERS
Pre-Season Sale going on NOW

Financing Available

> Simplicify

Snowblowers
All with
electric start

1/4 cup butter, melted

1/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1/2 cup whipped cream cheese

3 tablespoons confectioners’ sugar

Mix eggs, 11/2 cups of milk, 1 tablespoon
of cinnamon, 3 teaspoons of vanilla and
baking powder in large bowl with wire
whisk until well blended. Add bread cubes;
toss to coat well. Pour into 13x9-inch
baking dish sprayed with no stick cooking
spray. Cover. Refrigerate at least 4 hours
or overnight.

Preheat oven to 350°F. Remove casserole
from refrigerator. Mix melted butter,
brown sugar and remaining 1 tablespoon
cinnamon in small bowl until well blended.
Drizzle over casserole. Let stand 10 to 15
minutes.

Bake 20 to 25 minutes or until golden
brown. Let stand 5 minutes before serving.

Meanwhile, mix cream cheese,
confectioners’ sugar and remaining
2 teaspoons vanilla in small bowl until
smooth. Slowly stir in remaining 3
tablespoons milk. Drizzle over casserole
before serving.

Iﬁandbpower.com
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Behind the
scenes of
two beloved
holiday films

Holiday movies have a way of making
audiences laugh and cry while inspiring
those warm and fuzzy feelings that
perfectly complement the season of
family and giving. Depending on the
individual, favorite movies may include
old classics or new releases.

A lot of work goes into making movies,
and holiday films are no exception.
Fans may be surprised by some of the
events that went on behind the scenes
of their favorite holiday films, as well as
background information about the actors
and settings of the movies.

Get into the festive spirit by learning
about the following beloved holiday films.

It a Wonderful Life

Anyone who has ever wondered what
life would be like if they took a different
path or made different decisions can
relate to this classic Christmas film. It’s

difficult to make it through the holiday
season without seeing It’s a Wonderful
Life, and many people make it a point of
to view it every year. The following are
some interesting tidbits about George
Bailey and the film that put savings-and-
loan managers on the map.

» The movie began as a short story
titled “The Greatest Gift.” Writer Philip
Van Dornen Stern was unsuccessful at
shopping the story and turned it into
a Christmas card for 200 friends and
family. A producer at RKO pictures got a
copy and purchased the movie rights for
$10,000.

» Many now agree that Jimmy Stewart
was the perfect choice to play lead
character George Bailey, but studio heads
originally had Carey Grant in mind for
the lead. The role went to Stewart when
Frank Capra signed on to the film and
named Stewart his leading man.

«» Although Donna Reed was a seasoned
actress priortothemovie, ‘It’sa Wonderful
Life’ marked her first starring role.

« Bedford Falls, the fictional town in
the movie, is reportedly based on upstate
New York towns Bedford Hills and Seneca
Falls. Nearby cities like Rochester and
Buffalo are referenced in the movie.
However, the movie was not filmed on
location. It was filmed in the summertime

PRIMARY CARE

SAME DAY
APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE

WELCOMING
NEW PATIENTS

LY
Linda A. LaRocco,

DNP, ANP-BC
Family Nurse Practitioner

Christine Quinlan
Family Nurse Practitioner

PINE BUSH MEDICAL

59 BONIFACE DRIVE
845.744.4499

Coll today!

A DIVISION OF

MIDDLETOWN
™ MEDICAL

MiddletownMedical.com

on a back lot in the San Fernando Valley
section of Los Angeles.

+ The movie received a technical
Academy Award for the snow effects,
which were created by using a ‘snow’
mixture of water, soap and a fire-fighting
chemical called Foamite.

» The movie was not well received upon
its release in 1946. The film received mixed
reviews, which might surprise those who
consider it a cinematic classic.

A Christmas Story

An equally beloved holiday film and a
cult favorite, A Christmas Story follows a
1940s Indiana family anchored by Ralphie,
the cynical but lovable schoolboy played
by actor Peter Billingsley. The movie was
based on autobiographical tales penned
by author and radio personality Jean
Shepherd, who narrates the film.

» The movie was a low-budget film that
used virtually no special effects. It also
used tracking shots instead of Steadicam.

» The setting for the movie is based
on Shepherd’s hometown of Hammond,
Indiana. Shepherd grew up on Cleveland
Street and went to Warren G. Harding
Elementary School. However, the movie
was filmed in Cleveland, Ohio, and
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The house

from the movie still stands in Cleveland.
Part of the decision to film in Cleveland
stems from the willingness of Higbee’s
department store to allow crews to film
inside the store.

« Darren McGavin played Ralphie’s
father, a role he won over Jack Nicholson.
McGavin might have won the role because
of Nicholson’s typically large salary
demands.

« For the scene in which Flick’s tongue
sticks to the flagpole, a hidden suction
tube was used to safely create the illusion
that his tongue had frozen to the metal.

» Three leg lamps were made for the
movie, and all three broke during filming.

ENERGY
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Paris, France

Fireworks dominate the
Parisians’ celebration of the
dawn of a new year. The
world renowned Champs-
Elysees is lined with
revelers who can’t wait
to catch a glimpse of the
fireworks that explode
from the Eiffel Tower at
the stroke of midnight.

year in grand fashion. Celebrations

include fireworks, concerts and,
of course, champagne. But while there
might be common elements to New Year’s
celebrations regardless of geography,
the parties can vary greatly depending
on where celebrants happen to be. The
following are some of the more raucous
places in the world to ring in the new year.

New York, NY

Times Square is in the heart of midtown
Manhattan andis asighttobehold any time
of year. But the New Year’s celebration in
Times Square is a truly unique event that
many people insist they must experience
at least once in their lifetimes. Each year,
roughly one million revelers gather at the
intersection of Broadway and Seventh
Avenue, so anyone planning to attend the
celebration should aim to get there long
before midnight if they want to see the
famed ball drop.

' uch of the world rings in the new

Sydney, Australia *
Fireworks fanatics who

can’t make it to the City of
Light might want to book a trip
down under to Sydney. Each year,
revelers in Sydney gather to witness
awe-inspiring fireworks displays that
explode from the Sydney Harbour Bridge
and some surrounding buildings. The
Sydney waterfront adds to the celebratory
ambiance.

!
RING IN THE
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New Years EUe(Pa!dlA

With live music starting at 8:30pm by

Breakin Justice Band

DINNER PACKAGE INCLUDES: Appetizer © Salad * Choice of Entree ® Dessert *

Entree Choices: $45 FILET MIGNON OR $40 CHICKEN FRANCESE
Reservations and pre payment required 12/26/16

Dinner reservation and door admission includes
. Champagne Toast at Midnight with Hats & Noisemakers

Hudson Valley Perfect! We've got it all, come enjoy our
amazing food- there’s a room here for every mood and a true
Irish welcome at the door in our timelessly elegant 1759 house.
Oh, and the best Guinness in the USA!

arvans

'.‘-'"1'3.rﬁlr_'fl|-l|_'|i,

Champagne vs spark

True champagne

Authentic champagne is named after
Champagne, France, the region where
the grapes used to make it are grown,
fermented and bottled. According
to European law, the only Ilabels
that are allowed to include the name
“Champagne” must be bottled within 100
miles of this region.

The taste of champagne is unique
thanks to the soil the grapes are grown
in. It’s the mineral-rich soil that flavors
the beverage. Champagne is made from a
unique base of grapes that include Pinot
Noir, Pinot Meunier and Chardonnay
grapes. Experts with Wine Country also
say that roughly 90 percent of all blended
champagnes use a ratio of 2/3 red and
1/3 Chardonnay mixes.

Another component that sets
champagne apart is the process by which
it is made. It is strictly controlled by the
Appellation d’Origine Controlée. This
certification dictates how a producer may
grow the grapes and how the grapes can
be harvested and processed. Champagne
is produced by méthode champenoise, a
process that is said to have been invented
by a monk named Dom Perignon. This
procedure involves double fermentation

London, England

New Year’s waterfront
celebrations are explosive as
London hosts celebratory
fireworks displays along the
River Thames. When fireworks
are finished exploding
around Big Ben, one of the
world’s most recognizable
tourist attractions, the magic
continues at another of
London’s famous landmarks,
the London Eye. Fireworks
* explode from the ferris wheel as
Londoners ring in the new year.

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

New Year’s revelers who want
something slightly different might want
to try Rio, where residents take to the
beaches to celebrate the dawn of a new
year. Flowers are thrown into the waves
at the stroke of midnight before the city
erupts into parties loaded with dancing
and music.

Ing wine

in bottles and creates an earthy, yeasty
flavor.

Sparkling wine

Champagne is sparkling wine, but
not all sparkling wines are champagne.
Other notable types of sparkling wine
include Italian Prosecco and Spanish
Cava. Sparking wine is produced in
regions of France as well as in the United
States and Canada. But sparkling wine
can be made just about anywhere grapes
are grown. Sparkling wines are often
double-fermented in steel containers
instead of bottles.

People are drawn to other sparkling
wines besides champagne for various
reasons. For some, cost is a heavy
consideration, as authentic champagne
can be considerably more expensive than
sparkling wine. In addition, some people
find less expensive champagnes are not
as palate-pleasing as sparkling wines.

Few things are more universally
associated with celebrations than a
bottle of bubbly. Subtle differences set
sparkling wines apart from champagne,
but personal preference is oftentimes
the deciding factor when choosing which
beverage to choose for a special occasion.
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Let the Festivus begin

Festivus traditions slip out, and other writers for the
show, including Jerry Seinfeld, felt it would make for a
great episode, particularly because the holiday wasn't
beholden to anything political or religious. That was the
reason O'Keefe's father developed it in the first place.
The real Festivus had few similarities to the TV version.
While there was an airing of grievances, the pole and
feats of strength were absent. 0'Keefe has written that
his father would also nail a bag containing a clock to
the wall each year, but he doesn't know why his father
did this. Since 1997, the holiday has become a worldwide
celebration, with people gathering around their own
metal poles in late December every year

Each December 23, legions of “Seinfeld” fans pay
hommage to “A Festivus for the Rest of Us." This
contrived, alternative holiday was a plot line developed
for the beloved Costanza family on the series and was
billed as Frank Costanza's creation. Festivus debuted on
December 18, 1997, on the episode, “The Strike." Instead
of a tree, candles or carols, Festivus celebrations involve
a metal pole, the airing of grievances and feats of
strength. Many believe Festivus was simply a television
creation, but the holiday is loosely rooted in fact.
Daniel 0'Keefe, a former writer for “Seinfeld,” reluctantly
admitted that his father, Dan, actually invented Festivus
in 1966. 0'Keefe told CNN that his little brother let the

Holiday Greetings from
the DiDonato Famdly

In remembrance of those we love, we work closely with
The Lofty Oaks Association. Each time a Lofty Oaks tree is
planted, it brings life and beauty to the countryside. In a
distinctive way, it honors the memory of a life lived.

It’s the perfect remembrance.

The DiDonato Funeral Services, Inc.
1290 RT 9W, Marlboro, NY 845-236-4300
www.didonatofuneralservice.com

illions of people travel to visit
Mfamily and friends each holiday

season. According to the Bureau
of Transportation Statistics, during
the Christmas and New Year’s holiday
period, the number of trips to and from a
destination 50 miles or more away rises by
23 percent compared to the average number
for the rest of the year.

Holiday travelers who are flexible with
regard to their travel dates may be able to
avoid traffic or long lines at the airport. The
BTS notes that people traveling between 50
and 99 miles away from home are most
likely to travel on Thursday and return on
Saturday. So those making short trips who
want to avoid traffic may actually benefit
by driving home on Sunday after leaving
home on Friday rather than traveling on
Thursday and Saturday. The BTS notes that
travel days are spread out almost equally
among people who travel 100 miles away
from home or more, so the day travelers
choose may not matter as much as the time
of day they choose to travel. Flights during
off-peak hours, for example, may help
travelers avoid long check-in and security
lines at airports.

Air travelers who are flexible with regard
to their departing and arriving airports
may be able to save time and money. Small
airports might not boast the amenities of
large airports, but they have less flights

and, as a result, less flight delays, saving
travelers time. Small airports also may not
charge as much for overnight parking as
large airports. When considering flights
from various airports, factor in the cost
of parking and transportation to and from
each airport. A flight that takes off at your
ideal travel time but costs more than the
alternative might save you money if you
can save on transportation and parking.

Early flights may be less likely to be
delayed than flights in the afternoon and
evening. The later into the day your flight
departs, the more likely that departure
might be affected by delays or inclement
weather at other airports and in other
cities. Waking up early might not be ideal
for everyone, but check-in and security
lines tend to be short in the early morning
hours as well. Those lines get longer as
morning becomes afternoon and afternoon
becomes evening.

You’ll save money with package deals.
Holiday travel is expensive, as airlines and
hotels recognize the holiday season is peak
travel season. Package deals from sites
such as Orbitz combine flight and hotels
into one price, and such deals may even
include rental cars. Travel bundles can
save travelers considerable amounts of
money. Compare the prices when booking
each individually to the price of a package
deal, and choose the one that’s best.

6387 MILL

r/,Oldest Inn'in A')nerica?\

the Delamater House allows you to enjoy the

out-of-town clients.

available.

Event Coordinator: Brenda

Since before the Revolutionary War, the Beekman Arms has served as the center of
gracious hospitality in the scenic Hudson Valley. Just a few doors away from the original Inn,

Great conferences and group events - The business conference center can accomodate
up to 40 clients. Customized hot breakfasts, lunches,
break food and box lunches can be delivered as ordered.
Businesses have the advantage of reserving hotel rooms for

Our private Beekman Room can accommodate up to
25 guests for dinners, small meetings, showers etc. For
larger functions our newly renovated Wayfarer Room is

};% ‘l’::-;v v,

Wher Hosplta"izty Began%

charm and style of a country manor.

Enjoy Your Heliday
Festivities at the
Historic Beekman
Arms. Call for Your
Holiday Reservation.

Catalano at 845-876-1766 x1

TheTavernAtTheBeekmanArms@gmail.com

Dinner reservations 876-1766 ext. 356
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Charity is not exclusive to donating
dollars, and those who want to give back
but can’t fit donations into their budgets
can explore various ways to make an
impact without writing a check.

Volunteering

According to the United States Bureau of
Labor Statistics, roughly 63 million people
volunteered through or for an organization
at least once between September 2014 and
September 2015. Up north, the General
Social Survey on Giving, Volunteering and
Participating from Statistics Canada found
that more than four in 10 Canadians ages
15 and older volunteered to some degree
in 2013.

Volunteering is a rewarding way to give
back to one’s community. Nonprofits and
charitable organizations may fall short
of meeting their missions if not for the
valuable services provided by volunteers,
so pitching in can be just as valuable as
writing a check. Discuss your personal
and professional experience with an
organization to find a volunteering

R
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opportunity that suits you and your
skill set. In addition schools, hospitals,
libraries, and religious institutions have
volunteering opportunities for those who
want to give back.

ltem donations

Donating time and money may be among
the most popular ways to give back, but
those are not the only ways to donate
to organizations and people in need. Go
through your closet and donate clothes you
no longer wear. Instead of selling furniture
you plan to replace, contact local charitable
organizations to see if they would like your
furniture, or donate pieces that they can
then sell to finance their operations. Some
donated items, such as vehicles, may earn
donors tax deductions.

Medical donations
Donating money or dropping off
canned goods at food banks may be the
first things many people think of when
mulling charitable donations, but medical
donations also present a great way to give
back. The American Red Cross notes that

N

blood donations help millions of people
and a single blood donation can end up
helping more than one person. The Red
Cross also notes that roughly 36,000 units
of red blood cells are needed in the United
States alone each day, while nearly 7,000
units of platelets and 10,000 units of
plasma are needed daily. Donating blood,
plasma or platelets can help save lives, and
making such donations does not require
substantial commitments of time.

Organ donations also present a great
way to give back. The U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services notes that an
average of 22 people die each day waiting
for transplants that cannot take place
because of the shortage of organ donors.
Many lives might be saved if more people
signed up to be organ donors, an act that
can be as simple as checking a box on the
back of your driver’s license.

- M

LANDSCAPING & LAWN CARE

¢ Ready

for wintet!

S\ Were

Serving Orange, Ulster & Dutchess Counties

(71N

° Complete Property Snow Plowing & Free Estimates Mulching Lawn Installation o
Maintenance Ice Melt Curbside Pick-up Shrub Trimming Hardscapes
Commercial & Residential Fully Insured Spring & Fall Clean Ups Lawn Fertilizing

Walls & Walkways .?lq

= 845-778-3839 « Email: asuperioredge@cs.com =
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Explore the most charitable nations 1in the world

the less fortunate, but the benefits of

being charitable also extend to those
doing the giving. The National Institutes
of Health found research participants who
chose to donate a portion of the $100 they
were provided enjoyed activated pleasure
centers in the brain. Being charitable also
can motivate others to give, including
children who realize the benefits of
philanthropy.

Another benefit of being generous is
that it can recharge a person’s life for
the better. Donating time or money can
create opportunities to meet new people
who support the same causes. This may be
the driving force behind countries around
the world that have established themselves
as the most giving per capita.

The CAF World Giving Index routinely
ranks the most charitable nations. The
rankings are based on data from Gallup
and Charities Aid Foundation. Individuals
may find it interesting that philanthropy
is not directly related to material wealth.

Philanthropic efforts are meant to help

Only five of the countries in the index
are members of the G20, a forum of the
world’s largest economies. In fact, many
less affluent places hold top positions in
the rankings. The WGI ranks the nations
on their propensity to help a stranger,
donate money and volunteer time. These
percentages are factored together to
provide a WGI score and ranking. Here’s
how the nations measured up for the most
recent year of reporting.

The United States falls to second place
this year thanks to a 5 percent decrease in
financial donations (the United States is
12th in the world for charitable donations).
However, a very high proportion of the
American population (76 percent) helps
strangers. For the third year in a row,
Myanmar topped the WGI. Most people
in the country are devout Theravada
Buddhists, and charitable giving is integral
to their religion. While donations tend to
be small, many give daily, with 92 percent
of the population making charitable
donations in 2014.

g

HRHCare

COMMUNITY HEALTH

Better Care
Better Health
Better You @

People around the world engage in charitable giving
Below is the top 20 countdown:

20. Germany 10. Malaysia

19. Thailand 9. Ireland

18. Kyrgyzstan 8. Sri Lanka

17. Bhutan 1. Netherlands

16. Guatemala 6. United Kingdom
15. Norway 5. Australia

14. United Arab Emirates 4. Canada

13. Bahrain 3. New Zealand
12. Malta 2. United States
11. Kenya 1. Myanmar

Goshen
888 Pulaski Highway
(845) 651-2298

Monticello
23 Lakewood Avenue
(845) 794-2010

New Paltz
1 Paradies Lane
(845) 255-1760

Walden
75 Washington Street
(845) 790-7990
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For those people who don’t know a box
cutter from a box saw, shopping for men
and women who like to get their hands
dirty around the house can be a difficult
task. Home improvement projects are
complex undertakings that often involve
the use of complex tools, and novices may
be lost in the proverbial woods as they
look for gifts for their loved ones who can’t
wait to swing hammers around the house.

Though there’s always an element of
risk when shopping for gifts for loved ones,
the following hints might help shoppers
with no knowledge of home improvement
projects find gifts that will please their
favorite handyman.

- Take inventory of his or her

existing tools. When shopping for the
DIY enthusiast in your family, try to take
inventory of his or her tool chest before
beginning your search. Make note of any
tools that look new, checking those off
your shopping list, and any that look like
they need replacing. Use your phone to
photograph any unfamiliar tools that you
might want to replace so you know what to
look for when visiting the hardware store.

- Think of what your relative likes to
do most. The family handyman may have
a particular area of home improvement
expertise or something he or she is
especially passionate about. Does your
loved one prefer to work in the garden? Ishe
into woodworking and making decorative
items for the house? Think of what he

& GRID
5 « GYPSUM

or she likes to do most and then look for
something that will make that hobby more
enjoyable. While multipurpose tools might
make for welcome gifts, something more
specific to his or her particular passion
may make an even better gift.

- Think outside the (tool) box. While
new tools might make a handyman’s day,
they are not the only items that make

great DIY gifts. Consider enrolling your
loved one in an advanced class so he or she
can learn more about a favorite hobby. Or
gift a magazine subscription so he or she
can stay abreast of the latest DIY trends
and topics. Such gifts are great options for
shoppers hesitant to purchase potentially
costly tools that may or may not be hits
with their relatives.

- Speak with a professional. If you
can’t access your loved one’s workshop
or simply don’t know what he or she
might want, ask a local contractor for
gift recommendations. For example, a
carpenter might know just what will elicit
a smile from woodworking enthusiasts,
while landscapers might be able to
suggest items for gardening or lawn care
enthusiasts. Advancements are always
being made in the home improvement
industry, and those people who make their
living in that industry might be great
resources as you try to find the go-to gift
for your loved one.

Finding a gift for the family handyman
might be difficult for shoppers with
no DIY experience of their own. But a
little forethought and perhaps some
professional assistance can be just what
shoppers need to find gifts their loved ones
will cherish for years to come.

Stihl chainsaws from $180
Ariens snowblowers from $899

Toro snowblowers from $649 =~ =='@
Toro Electric snowblowers from $99

Locally Owned
& Operated

o
- .,

BUILDING SUPPLY & HOME CENTER il al : SIIEI‘Wﬂﬂdf
2400 State Route 208, Walden, NY L: : ,  POWER EQUIPMENT Inc
P: 845-883-4444 « F: 845-883-4449 [ 1775 Rt. 300, Newburgh, NY
www.sherwoodspower.com
sales@messcosupply.com 845-564-0630
www.messcosupply.com )

Assembled and ready to usa®

* Mon-Fri 7am-5pm
L Sat 7Tam-1pm

*Taxes, delveary not incleded,
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“ = Bob Reynolds, Manager (845) 457'5520

24 HOUR TOWING SPECIALIST « IMPORTED
= DOMESTIC « ALL REPAIRS PLUS BODY WORK
Just south of I-84, 2040 Rt. 208, Montgomery

New Year's Eve In Times Square

Many people consider the Times Square

~ section of midtown Manhattan the epicenter

of New Year's Eve celebrations. While there

. are plenty of places throughout North

—

=~

America to ring in the new year, few, if
any, can compare to Times Square, where
revelers have been celebrating the dawn of a
new year for well over a century. According
to the Times Square Alliance, New Year's
Eve was first celebrated in Times Square in
1904. But the New Year's Eve ball, an iconic
symbol of the holiday across the globe, did

not make an appearance until 1907, when it
descended from a flagpole atop One Times
Square. Made of iron and wood, that first
ball weighed 700 pounds and was outfitted
with 100 25-watt light bulbs. One hundred
light bulbs might have seemed like a lot back
in 1907, but a century later the special ball
made to mark the centennial celebration was
illuminated with more than 32,000 Philips
Luxeon LED bulbs, which organizers felt
greatly increased the brightness and color
capabilities of the ball.

Let There Be Peace On Earth |

And Let It Begin With Us

Happy Holidays From The’

-Porco Family and Staff At .

" Porco Energy -

236-3600
porcoenergy.com

The Most Trusted Name In Propane

@ Isjyougman]hardltolbuyifor
o

We have a large selection of Husqvarna Handheld

Husqgvarna

el Equipment (Chainsaws, Pole Trimmers, Leaf
= Blowers) and Accessories so you can select the
perfect gift for him this holiday season!

L

ALL TYPES of "
INSULATION '
 FIBERGLASS * SPRAY FOAM
MINERAL WOOL © RIGID/

. et @Husq%mma
Gtiﬁcates' e
N Available

4 Railroad Ave. ® Pine Bush, NY P
Servicing all your power equipment needs since 1988! ™

A

LUMBER COMPANIE

- MASON'SUPPLIES

" HARDWOODS"

- LUMBER + MILLWORK
b F g T .l

97 Boniface Drive, Pine Bush « 845-744-2300 :

2551 Route 302 Middletown « 845-361-2220 « www.seekamplumer.com




12B Holiday Gift Guide IV, Wednesday, December 14, 2016

Fresh Cut Trees

4 to 10 ft tall Balsam, Douglas Fir, Frazier

‘\tyOll‘lSettlaS

d‘Wh te, Pink & Marbled

‘,' WREATHS plain & naturally decorated
D\ ROPING

> HOEFFNER FARMS

\& "~ 405 Goodwill Road, Montgomery
457-3453 « Open Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sunday 9-4

3 - Live Wreaths
@ 3-8’ starting at s I Door Swogs

MONTGOMERY FIRE HOUSE

CHRISTMAS TREE 8 WREATH

FUND RAISER
Nov. 25 - Dec 23
Mon-Fri. 10am-7pm
Sat. 10am-9pm

Sun. noon-7pm ‘
134 Ward St., Montgomery &

§ - Live Roping
E , 81699 o Pmse’r’nas_ 8
PINEBUSH HOME & GARDEN INC. Crowe erliglal - L

105 Depot Street, Pine Bush - Open 7 days - 845 744 201 T “‘# Mon.-Sat. 8-5, Sun. 10-4

Come o;lt and Come Enioy a Freshly Cut
support your
local fire house! countl‘y Chl;IStas c“ﬂ‘silrsﬂns PONY RIDES
on the Farm. %'35,:5?5' [:_0U(]|&S&F(I:I" N(I)bIeFFlr HORSEA NID)R AWN
TS : raser & Concolor Fir
Living Christmas Trees it WAGON RIDES

Norway Spruce, Concolor Fir, Blue Spruce

@ assorted selection: 3'-10" 339 &up 32415%!1 un

Starting Nov. 26th
Every Sat. & Sun. 11lam-3pm

LARGE SELECTION Limited supply of
Decorated Wreaths & Ropin cut your own trees available
m'-“:' HEN uS .. oping = Visit our
REITK 302 < T Wersa Nativity Scenes « Christmas Displays Farm Animals
. R &
ulvile 34 an 38 CHRISTMAS SHOP Lve Reinder
located on the corner Sun > Christmas Crafts ® Wreaths ® Baked Goods ® Homemade Chocolate every day!
of Rggﬁ f) 1'?: 17K 5 - “j . © Hot Cider & Hot Chocolate ® Tree Stands & Accessories
MBP’ . 3 - FREE
Wreath P : Ao Coloring Book ;
reaths . & Candy Cane
5 730 St. Rt. 211, Montgomery www.manzafamilyfarm.net ; :
Fresh m"m_,”smms Trees Quickway Exit 120E towards Montgomery on left or Rt. 17K to Rt. 211, Montgomery - 4 mi. on right. for Each Child  See SANTA & his ELF
Cemetery Pieces OPEN 7 DAYS M-TH 10-5, F-5U 9-6 + (845) 692-4364 Ee o e A AUl Lo L
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Christmas 7i'ee ane @G ®
Wallkill, NY Awosting a1}
............................................ Reserve =
g Ardonia
Pick your own 9 ik Awosting _ Modena |
Py (208)
or Buy a Pre-Cut v (208 @
|2 D Kill
Locally Grown Tree o b 21
. hlker Valley
(845) 895-3536 9 (52)
christmastreelaneny.com L0 49 il | 32
300)
Flingham 2 G®)
(Go7)
— Walden
Bgmt« . X 7 i
@ (7 Q & G0) (32)
MCI_I}EG\JI'H AL ( .r.:) 9 -
Highland @) D
Lakes e
= State Park o v e - (17) Newburgh
HOLIDAY Gos) . /State Forest! ' grewart @o7)
B ARN M ARKBT (115)  Maybrook International 3
o Alrport (32
X-Mas Cider Donuts ® Farm Holiday Cider Scotchtown . b (207)
Make Your Own S'mores at our Dk PEVETH @
Holiday Bonfire Holiday Hayride

with Santa & Our Elves
To Our Holiday Spectacle and Bonfire

FREE one dozen cider donuts
with the purchase of our

Mlﬂﬂl’d’s TREES, WREATHS or KISSING BALLS

Family Farm

1-866-MF-APPLE (1-866-632-7753)

minardstamilyfarms.com

250 HURDS ROAD, CLINTONDALE, NY * OPEN EVERY SAT & SUN 11- 5 until Dec. 23

$20 Off AN I’ SERVICE CALL

ERPRRER 1 JLAF

M
Body Solid Fitness
Whole Body Life Style Changes

Strength - Mobility - Nutrition
Spin « TRX « Boot Camps - All ages - Full Gym & Location

Give the Gift of FHealth this, FHlaliday
ﬁz/‘z/ [M(/‘IA,C? o Uhal (Samm/w QS;nm‘a/
. 3/1 hr training sessions $180 +1FREE  3/30 min training sessions $140 +1 FREE

W Marybeth Woolsey, Personal Trainer NCSF/Fully Ins. 845-258-0694

-I"I_L

) Like um &

Facebook DIGITAL

CHIMNEY INSPECTIONS

MOBILE VETERINARY
SERVICES

Caring for all animals
throughout Orange, Ulster,
Sullivan and Dutchess Counties

i.__.

www.hvmobilevet.com

catskillvetserv@gmail.com ' .l""l ., . _ ﬁlq J
b i
Joseph A. D'Abbraccio, DVM A
Daniela Carbone, DVM gﬂll 1I""‘1hf‘“-":"'-ll
AVICES, ML

796-5919

Medical & Surgical Services
Available at Wurtsboro
Veterinary Clinic
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There s noplace like
trome for.the Holidays

TOY SALE!
Buy 3 or wmore foys - get
107 OFF all toys purchased
Buy 4 or more toys - gef
207 QFF all toys purchased

JPetCenter,
at [reland Corners.

609 RT 208 (Near intersection RT 44-55)
Gardiner, NY  845-255-PETS (7387)
www.thenaturalpetcenter.com
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10AM to 6PM, Sun. 10AM to 4PM

neetees I
Includes all toys: Dog} ' & Supply 84;361-:'031
(CatgSmall Animal & Haliday!! Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5pm, Closed Sundays A) 1IIR) 1 W) \ TR L W)\ W) \ TR TR \ T\

—]
| =1
= Wishing yon S
B Sy dgw %
e _/é =
LT
Extra money.. the perfect gift for From our Famlly to Yours =

the driver who has everything.

Stuﬂ: yﬂur Whether you're a good driver, good

student or have a homeowners

Montgomery Village Pharmacy
105 B Ward Street, Montgomery o 845-457-4020 « Fax: 457-4030

stGCking with policy with Stabe Farm] we've got M-F 8am-7pm, Sat. 9am-3pm

? T k x it
e ey
a discoun] waiting for you FREE DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE _

diSCUUntS. GETTO A BETTER STATE - o _— w W EF:
&MStateFarm - %4, ORANGE COUNTY 0% SCOTTS CORNERS
" e TAX SERVICE
PAINT & HARDWARE

TAX RETURN PREPARATION
Corner of Rt. 208 & Rt. 17K MONTGOMERY

Serving you since 1971 = Thousands of Happy Returns.
Individual » Business « Accounting
FEDERAL & ALL STATES
DIRECT DEPOSIT ELECTRONIC FILING A 845-457-5005

Paul Siepman, Owner * orangetax@aol.com Benjamin

joore

845-457-3348 % | M-F7:30-7,Sat7:30-5,Su-4

e 102 Warp ST. (17K & 211 @ THE LIGHT) MONTGOMERY

) /B RLRLR B R
A\

X

spruce up for
the holidays
at

Bark of

“ REFILL OF YOUR 20/LB, « |

“PROPANETANK,

‘N MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
NOT VALID W/ OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 12-3116.  [#E4

3 - -

th T Service Center, Inc. -
e Own Bob Reynolds, Manager
(845) 457-5520
- 2294 5t. Rt. 208, Montgomery 24 HOUR TOWING SPECIALIST « IMPORTED

- 845-T13-4027 K1 DOMESTIC « ALL REPAIRS PLUS BODY WORK
Just south of I-84, 2040 Rt. 208, Montgomery

Seve_n Freedoms
Music & Records

Moracgomery Montessori School | @ YOGA

"Bulding A Foundaton For LE¢” g
e
+

oo the Wallkilt

457-111F

New/Vintage Vinyl Records 100 Ward St. Montgomery, NY
www.yogaonthewallkill.com

22 Railroad Ave « Montgomery
(845) 457-1463 TRY YOGA - FIRST CLASS FREE

Our instructors are united in the desire to help you find your path to
OPE N Weekends 11 am -5 pm better health, clear mind and a less stressful life - All Levels welcome.
34 i www.SevenFreedoms.com

Gift certificates available.

ndergarten - Elementary - Middle £ {845] 401-9232

tqomeryms com |nfoﬁmontgomeryms com




Holiday Gift Guide IV, Wednesday, December 14, 2016

15B

“A unique touch for all occasions”

Fort: Flowens
at Yuess

Serving The Community For Over 60 Years

¢ Holiday 406 Third St.,
(LG EER Newburgh, NY 12550

St 845-561-0795

Gourmet
www.fotiﬂowers.comj

HEN

BABY
YOUR BABY

== g PET GROOMING
Munﬁm mmmu hmu Fﬁ.n.'mmm LOGALLY mm:n I:N'u_lﬁmm Sw%ﬂlwg to make %GWI/ pet
' HALF PRICE BAR MENL WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
FRIDAY HAFPY HOUR WITH COMPLIMENTARY FOOT 1 look and. 6@2 gr(mtl
WEDMESDAY-SATURDAY 4000 CLOSE

M our el for nnﬁ'quﬂ E'mmnt dﬂdlf
10% OFF : '. '\
Coﬂukﬂﬁ;ﬂn s for diimer and reorive 1% nffmﬁml' hitl, Gmpm nutist be bybpetgrooming.com
- presenit. Nt Valid oue Mﬁrﬂm"&pﬂéﬂ{mﬁywm#@fﬁu k —
Bar Mer, Cateving, or Gift Centifivater. ;
Erpm# IMI& —

314 Temple Hill Road, New Windsor

(845)-569-0877

URGENT
CARE '

SAVE MONEY.
FEEL BETTER!

l
845-563-8000 | 1 CORNERSTONE
147 Lake Street, Newburgh FAM|LY HEALTHCARE

-

LUXURY SOLARIUMS

Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm
Sat: 9am-6:30pm
Sun: 9am-3:30pm

Gate Cycle

ATTENTION CYCLISTS!

We have all of your stocking stuffer needs.
0/ oFF HORNS - BELLS
0 A) LOCKS « TOOLS
1078 Rte 94, Vails Gate ,
(854) 565-7686 i !
vailsgate-cycle.com

356 Windsor Highway, New Windsor
562-6120 www.luxurysolariums.com

>/CiiLS

SR

‘nﬁallg Lunch P. Dmner Spemals

L % Feast your eyes on our Delightful Desserts &
Sun-Thurs 6-10pm, Fri & Sat 6am-11pm

. 15%OFFTOTALBILL wotwrsomy

-

Not to be combined with any other offers, excluding holidays

82 Boniface Drive, Pine Bush

744-5969

JAC

Acupuncture
Where Change Begins

Stop in our new office & say hello!
76 Boniface Drive, Pine Bush

o T

\ 845-744-8079 « jacacupuncture.com

Juckas Stahbles, mc.
Celebrating Our 5 1st Year

- Beautiful Trails - Private & Group Lessons
- Quality Horses - Gift Certificates Available

GREAT FAMILY FUN!

www.juckasstables.com - Call for reservations!
Rt. 302, Pine Bush, NY 361-1429

el AT | o T TR AT YN TR

A gift subserption
to your local newspaper!

is a great gift idea for friends,
family and co-workers, visit
timescommunitypapers.com
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* Now offering Tanning $7

o 24 Hour Access Gym $35/mo.

o Family, Police, Military, EMS,
Fire Dept. Discounts $25/mo.

o A variety of classes including
cardio cycling

*Experienced Personal
Training available
Holistic Wellness Coach
by Pure Symmetry

FITNESS-WORIKS
99 Depot St., Pine Bush
845-744-6769

6 MONTH PAID MEMBERSHIP
f oNLY 150" (paid in full)

Offer expires 1-15-17

Holiday Gift Certificates Available
Give the Gift of Health
to Yourself or Someone Else

LARGEST

Liquor Store in
Pine Bush area!

YALLEY SU PREME

IQUORS

Wet your whistle with our

s

efy a 27
54
o Exfeﬂded Warraniies

ey
VICTORY LANE AUTO MALI.
11 Boniface Drive ¢ Pine Bush, NY 12566,¢ 845:744:3467s¢ WWWVICTORYLANEAUTOMALL COM

R

i
: We arean Early
learmny Center aatenng
ro 10 the development of
- young children ¢

- Come aboard and join our growing
crew and School Time family!

“Best decision | could have ever
made for our family”
- quote from a parent

OFFERING HALF & FULL DAY CLASSES
FOR CHILDREN AGES 3-6

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE available for preschool and
school-age children. Busing available to and from VCSD school.

ART, SPANISH, MUSIC | /S YEAROL CLASSS st

and extra year program Kindergarten-First
ﬂ

Monday to Friday AM & PM Grade Curriculums
Lo o, * Brow¥
¥ -ln-m\""

Contact us for more info

469 Coldenham Road 845-567-9548

(1/8 mile off Rt. 17K in Coldenham )

a 70 Scofield Street 845-778-1362
Email: schooltime95@aol.com
Universal Pre-K provider for the Valley Central School District
Servicing the community for 12 years - Ellen Prager & Cathy Olsen

THE NEW ROSE THEATRE PRESENTY...

g NUICRAC (i
ECEMBER 137H= 167H

Thursday & Friday al 7:00pm
faiurday al 2:00 & 7:00pm
Sunday al 2:00pm
Smow Day: December 19ih

for select performances

Admission: -
Adulis $20.00; %" £
Seniors/Students $13.00

For More Information Conltact:
8453-TT8-2478 or wlamniz:aol.com

ustom Karat Gold Jewelry Creations

603-525-9977
845-527-0647

PAULROOSADESIGNS@GMAIL.COM
WWW.PAULROOSADESIGNS.COM

will be at store
Tues - Fri 9am-1pm
&2-5pm
Sat 10am-2pm

A place for inner peace, healmy and spiritual growth

‘C}(’,‘[ﬁ[ ® Yntuitive <@ea(/1/gg,s\ o Alroma (%a'(%ty ® Foot Detox
: l%a(}lc//'o/)/L,//ﬁtef.vqge ° 6?1/;;‘[(1/ (%e/‘(%’)y/ o New ‘{ye:”}o/é
Browse our gift shop for: Healing Crystals, Apothecary,
Healing Candles, Incense, Accessories, Organic
6 Soaps, Sage, Singing Bowls, Tarot Cards,
Salt Lamps, Healing Balms, Teas, Jewelry.... and more!
Open Wednesday through Saturday 12 pm- 5 pm
PSYCHIC & WELLNESS FAIR! First Saturday of the month 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
45 Main Street » Walden © (845) 713-5406 ¢ serenityforyou.net

l'

- QUALITY PET FOOD & SUPPLIES
a WILD BIRD FOOD & SUPPLIES
™1 LIVESTOCK FEED

™ SALT ¢« HAY « STRAW

]

] 145 Hepper St. Walden

Y I ¥ L i

845-778-5252
www.waldenanimaldeli

9,
0
C




