
Spring Home and Garden, Times Community Newspapers, Thursday, April 22, 2021XX

Inside:

• Outdoor projects

• New home trends

• The cicadas are coming

• Birdbaths and more

A Special Section of Times Community Newspapers • Wallkill Valley Times • Mid Hudson Times • Southern Ulster Times • April 22, 2021



Spring Home and Garden, Times Community Newspapers, Thursday, April 22, 20212B

Exterior renovations can enhance 
the appearance of  a property and make 
it more enjoyable for homeowners. 
Certain renovations have the potential 
to add value to a home, while others may 
do the opposite. Learning which one 
have the largest return on investment 
can help homeowners select features 
that will have the most positive impact.

Curb appeal goes a long way toward 
attracting potential buyers. According 
to the National Association of  Realtors, 
first impressions of  a property 
have a strong influence on buyers. 
Landscaping and external features can 
do much to influence such impressions. 

• Lawn care program: Investing in 
a lawn care program that consists of  
fertilizer and weed control application 
and can be transferred over to a 
subsequent home owner is an attractive 
feature. NAR says such a care program 
can recover $1,000 in value of  the $330 

average cost, or a 303 percent ROI.

• Low-maintenance lifestyle: When 
choosing materials for projects, those 
that offer low-maintenance benefits 
can be preferential. These include 
low-maintenance patio materials, 
composite decking, vinyl fencing, and 
inorganic mulched beds.

• Fire pit: A fire pit can be used for 
much of  the year. In the spring and 
summer, the firepit is a great place to 
congregate to roast marshmallows or 
sip wine and gaze into the fire. In the 
fall, the fire pit can make for a cozy 
retreat. A fire pit that has a gas burner 
is low-maintenance, and the National 
Association of  Landscape Professionals 
says that most can recoup about $4,000 
of  their $6,000 average price tag.

· Softscaping: Hardscaping refers 
to structures like outdoor kitchens or 
decks. Softscaping involves the living 

elements of  the landscape. Hiring a 
landscape designer to install trees, 
shrubs, natural edging, and rock 
elements can do wonders toward 
improving the look and value of  a 
home.

• Pool or water feature: In certain 
markets, particularly hot climates, a 
pool or another water feature is a must-

have. However, in other areas where 
outdoor time is limited, a pool or water 
feature can actually lower the value 
of  a home. Speaking with a real estate 
professional can give homeowners an 
idea of  how a pool will fare in a given 
neighborhood.

Outdoor improvements can improve 
the marketability of  a home, as well as 
enhance its appearance and function.

Chanowitz Family
PLUMBING & HEATING

Serving the Newburgh & Wallkill Areas • 845-564-4397

• Installation & Repair Of Heating Equipment 
• Installation & Repair Of Hot Water Heaters

 • Installation & Repair Of Central Air Conditioning Systems • Units 
• Pipe Thawing • Well Pumps • Installation of bath tubs, sinks and toilets repair 

of water leaks, faucets and drains & all your plumbing, heating and air needs

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

PAY ONCE & SAVE ON OIL ALL YEAR LONG!

Spring is the best time Spring is the best time 
for your yearlyfor your yearly

AIR CONDITIONING TUNE-UPAIR CONDITIONING TUNE-UP

Spring is the best time 
for your yearly

AIR CONDITIONING TUNE-UP

Over 20 Years Experience 
of Premium Service In the 

Heating, Cooling & Plumbing Industry

 Selling your home?
Outdoor projects that add value
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“We’re growing for you!”

S H O P  L O C A L

5 Nobles Way & Route 300, Newburgh

564-0466
Open 7 Days a week 9-5 • Extended Hours in May

A Better Garden Starts
With A Better Plant

www.LeptondaleGreenhouses.com

Hanging Baskets
Large Selection of Perennials,
Annuals & Vegetable Plants

Special Planters 
Grass Seed  • Fertilizer 
Bagged Soils & Mulches

WWW.WWW.CC22GG.US       .US           845845--255255--4900  4900      
Call or Visit us online for a FREE Price Quote!

CC22G offers Custom Oil Tank Packages G offers Custom Oil Tank Packages 
Available with up to 30 Year Warranties!Available with up to 30 Year Warranties!
IS IT TIME TO REPLACE IS IT TIME TO REPLACE 

YOUR OIL TANK?YOUR OIL TANK?
“50% of bare steel tanks will develop leaks within 15 years.” 

-The American Petroleum Institute.
Replacement Packages Replacement Packages 

starts as low asstarts as low as
$2,495.00$2,495.00

Call or Visit us online for a 

Replacement Packages Replacement Packages Replacement Packages Replacement Packages 

*some restrictions may apply.
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All this time working and re-
laxing at home gave millions of 
homeowners time to think about 
what they do and don’t like 
about their homes. 

• Light: It may not be a coinci-
dence if large windows prove to 
be a hot trend in 2021. Darker 
homes without much natural 
light can adversely affect mood, 
especially when people are 
spending more time at home. 
Large windows naturally bright-
en homes while making rooms 
appear bigger, helping people 
feel less cramped. That’s an 
especially beneficial character-
istic when spending more time 
indoors at home.

• Clutter: The anticipated 
popularity of minimalism in 

2021 may also be connected to 
the pandemic. As professionals 
were forced to work from home 
and many families spent more 
time together inside their homes 
then ever before, they may have 
recognized a need to cut back on 

clutter, including extra furniture. 
A minimalist approach is both 
simple and clean, making homes 
feel less claustrophobic.

• Multi-functional spaces: 
Homeowners asked a lot of their 

homes, as rooms were trans-
formed into multi-functional 
spaces seemingly overnight. 
HGTV notes that spending more 
time at home showed homeown-
ers that it may not make sense to 
dedicate entire rooms of a home 
to a single purpose. Renovations 
that can help homeowners trans-
form rooms into multi-functional 
spaces figure to be hot commodi-
ties in the years ahead.

• Eco-friendly living: 
Eco-friendly appliances, fur-
niture and designs can help to 
conserve energy and reduce 
waste, which environmentalists 
and government agencies like 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency note are two critical 
components in the fight against 
climate change.

2036 Route 44/55, Modena NY 12548 
Open Mon. 11am-4pm, Thurs. & Fri. 10am-5pm, Sat. & Sun. 9am-5pm

www.MikesHothouse.com  MikesHothouse@gmail.com

If you’re looking for healthy plants at great prices, or are new 
to gardening and need some friendly advice, come to Mike’s 

Hothouse. Our greenhouses are full of annual & perennial 
fl owers, herbs, hanging baskets and vegetable plants for your 
garden. We also have Fafard soils, landscape fabric, pottery, 
seeds, tools, fertilizer, Naked Bee and No Bite Me soaps and 

lotions.  Gift certifi cates available. Reasonable prices for 
landscaping and wedding fl owers that you won’t believe.

Some popular home trends of tomorrow

NEWBURGH
WINDOWShopSince 1959

Greg Dawes 845-562-4880
newburghwindowshop.com
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Just when people thought it may be 
safe to take a collective breath after 
the roller coaster year that was 2020, 
something big is on the way  and they’re 
planning on arriving in the billions.

Brood X, also known as the Great 
Eastern Brood, will be emerging from 
the soil after many years developing 
underground. Brood X is a generation 
of  cicadas (magicicada cassinii) that 
only appears once every 17 years. 
Scientists group cicadas based on the 
year they see the light of  day after 
growing in subterranean bunkers. 
Some emerge annually, some after 
13 years and others after 17 years. 
Scientists speculate that the unusual, 
prime-numbered life cycles prevent 
generations of  cicadas from having 
run-ins with the life cycles of  wasps 
that prey on them. Another theory says 
the timing reduces the likelihood that 
17-year cicadas will mate and hybridize 
with cicadas of  different species or 
generations. 

Brood X is one of  the most widespread 
and prolific cicada generations. The 
insects are likely to appear mostly 
along the eastern coast of  the United 
States, but could extend as far west 

as Missouri and Illinois. Cicadas are 
preparing to climb trees, start their 
incessant mating calls, which experts 
at Iowa State University note have been 
likened to pressing scissors against 
a grind wheel in rapid succession, 
and shed their exoskeleton shells in a 
neighborhood near you. Expect to start 
seeing them in late April and early 
May. 

Cicadas are unique insects. Despite 
their large size and bulbous eyes, 
cicadas aren’t harmful to humans. 
Nymphs live in the soil and feed on 
roots. Mature adults come out in the 
spring to breed and lay eggs after being 
triggered by warmer soil temperatures. 
The University of  Florida’s Book of  
Insect Records says the noises cicadas 
sing are how they communicate, 

reproduce and even scare predators 
away. The U.S. Department of  Health 
& Human Services states that cicada 
songs can reach 90 decibels, which is 
the equivalent of  the noise made by a 
lawn mower or dirt bike.

It is easy to distinguish cicadas from 
other insects. Cicadas quite large, 
measuring at .75 to 2.25 inches in 
length. They have stout bodies, broad 
heads and clear-membraned wings, 
according to National Geographic. 
Cicadas do not eat vegetation, but 
drink the sap from tree roots, twigs 
and branches. They also don’t decimate 
crops like locusts can, though large 
swarms may overwhelm and damage 
young trees. Adults will die four to 
six weeks after emerging, so there’s 
limited time to get to know this insect 
before it’s gone for another 17 years. 
Apart from hearing their calls, people 
know cicadas have arrived when they 
find discarded cicada shells on their 
properties, which are left behind after 
the insects molt.

Brood X is waiting to peek out of  the 
soil, and we’ll have about a month to 
be with these interesting insects before 
they say, “Until we meet again.”

Just when you thought it was safe to go outside!

Premier Hudson Valley Experts 
In Plumbing, Heating, Cooling & Indoor Air Quality Services

We’re in the comfort business
 Our goal is to make each and 

every client comfortable!

“Far surpassed our expectations” 
Sunny - Cornwall on Hudson, NY

Call us at (845) 764-8046   www.royalclassservice.com 
 Serving the Hudson Valley since 1998

Included is a no-cost indoor air quality test & report

Hurry! This offer is good through 5/31/2021 

Single family owner occupied fi rst time customer cannot be 
used for cash value or prior services nor combined with any 

other offers one per single-family residence

SCHEDULE 
YOUR SPRING 
AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE-UP TODAY!
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Although pedestal style bird baths 
are attractive, baths closer to the 
ground tend to attract more birds.

Warm weather means more 
opportunities to spend time outdoors 
while at home. Whether your favorite 
form of  outdoor recreation includes 
sitting on the patio reading or digging 
in the garden, there’s a good chance 
that you will be sharing the space with 
local wildlife. Optimizing opportunities 
to view and interact with backyard 
wildlife can make the great outdoors 
even more enjoyable.

The Cornell Lab of  Ornithology 
indicates that there are around 2,059 
bird species on the continent of  North 
America. Red-winged blackbirds, 
yellow-rumped warblers, American 
robins, and chipping sparrows are 
among the most commonly seen birds 
in North America.

Making a backyard hospitable to 
birds can increase the chances for 
sightings and hearing their sweet 
songs. Installing a bird bath can be a 
step in the right direction.

Bird baths can make yards more 
attractive to birds. Birds require 
a supply of  fresh, clean water for 
drinking and bathing. By setting up 
a bath, homeowners can attract not 
only seed-loving birds, but those that 
don’t eat seeds and wouldn’t normally 
congregate around feeders, indicates 
All About Birds. Experts surmise that 
birds may bathe to maintain their 
feathers.

Not all bird baths are constructed 
the in the same fashion. Many bird 

baths sold in stores are better suited 
for decoration than for serving 
as functional baths. There are four 
general types of  bird bath: standing 
pedestal, hanging bath, deck-mounted, 
and ground-level. In general, the lower 
a bird bath is to the ground, the more 
likely birds are to use it. Most natural 
sources of  water birds use are on or 
near the ground. Therefore, ground-
level bird baths may be the best 
investments.

It is important to keep the water in a 

bird bath shallow (around two inches 
of  water or less). This enables birds to 
splash around safely and wade in.

Birds do not want to slide around, so 
a material that is coated and slippery, 
like glazed ceramic or glass, may not be 
too popular. Rough stone or a bird bath 
modified with pea gravel or rocks can 
give birds steady footing.

Place the bird bath in the shade if  
possible to ensure the water is cool 
and fresh. Locate it by a tree so the 
birds can hop up to a branch and preen 
afterwards. All About Birds also says 
that a bird bath is more attractive if  it 
has a dripping or moving water feature, 
as this is often irresistible to birds.

Another way to ensure the bath 
will be used is to keep it clean and 
maintained. Change the water every 
day or two. Rinse off  the bath to remove 
droppings, bugs and other debris.

Once birds learn there is a 
comfortable bath nearby, they may be 
more apt to visit a yard and may even 
become frequent guests.

A. Messina & Sons Metal Recycling Center 
19 Orchard Drive, Gardiner, NY 12525 • In the heart of Modena, just off Route 32 (845)883-6543

Open Monday – Friday 7:30am – 4:30pm, Saturday 7:30am - 12pm • messinascrap@yahoo.com • amessinascrapmetal.com

Turn your trash 
into cash! 

@messina_metal_recycling

@A. Messina & Sons, Inc.

Hours: 
Mon – Fri 7:30 am – 4:30 pm, Saturday 8 am - 12 pm 
messinascrap@yahoo.com

Follow, Like & Support

Turn your trash 
into cash! 

Spring time is 
green time

A guide to buying and setting up a bird bath
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$300 OFF
A 3,000 Sq. Ft.

Asphalt Driveway
Present coupon AFTER Estimate for 

fairness to you. Expires 12/30/21

$50 OFF
Seal Coat

1,000 Sq. Ft. or More
Present coupon AFTER Estimate for 

fairness to you. Expires 12/30/21

BONUS COUPON SAVE AN ADDITIONAL

10% OFF
ON ANY CONTRACT SIGNED 
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���������������������������
Present coupon AFTER Estimate for 

fairness to you. Expires 12/30/21

845-883-6035 • 866-327-5539845-883-6035 • 914-776-4207�������������

wellsasphalt.comwellsasphalt.comwellsasphalt.com

Your home begins 
at your driveway
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845-883-6035 • 914-776-4207

BEFORE

AFTER

Beautiful long stem roses 
& fresh cut fl owers

Quality annuals, perennials 
& vegetable fl ats

Farm fresh produce 
& local baked goods

Route 302 & Route 17K, Bullville, NY • 845-361-4014
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6, Sun 9-5
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Celebrating

30years

of Joystick Control

CountryClipper.comFinancing Options Available

Get More Details at:
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Years 
        in 
Business

Celebrating331988
-2021

Financing Options Available          CountryClipper.com

CelebratingCelebrating


