
Roof wear and tear 

The first sign of  roof  damage typically is a leak 
that is noticeable from the indoors. It may include 
a browned spot on the ceiling or even pooling 

water in the attic. 
• If  the roof  is sagging, it could be due to excess 

loads, such as water-damaged shingles or even 
weakened roof  structure. 

• It is likely that shingles will have to be replaced 
if  there is cracking or if  shingles are buckling and 
warping.

• Exposed nails may rust and contribute to a leaky 
roof. How long the nails were exposed could indicate 
if  the roof  can be repaired or if  everything should be 
redone.

• Over time asphalt granules will slowly degrade 
and fall off. If  there are many granules in gutters or 

if  one can see that portions of  the shingles are bare, it 
is likely time for a new roof.

• Mold and mildew on the roof  is a sign that the 
roof  needs to be repaired or replaced. Such growths 
contribute to rot that jeopardizes the integrity of  the 
roof.

A malfunctioning septic system
• Water and sewage from toilets, drains and sinks is 

backing up into the home
• Bathtubs, showers and sinks drain very slowly
• Gurgling sounds are coming from the plumbing 

system
• Standing water or damp spots near the septic tank 

or drain field
• Bad odors around the septic tank or drain field
• Bright green, spongy lush grass over the septic 

tank or drain field, even during dry weather

• Algae blooms in nearby ponds or lakes
• High levels of  nitrates or coliform bacteria in 

water wells

Heating, ventilation and air conditioning
• If  the HVAC system is more than 10 years old, it 

could be time to begin budgeting for a new unit. 
• A system that is turning on repeatedly or having to 

run for awhile before the set temperature is reached 
could be nearing the end of  its utility.

• Groaning, banging or loud humming noises should 
be addressed. 

• Higher than usual electricity or gas bills likely 
mean the HVAC system isn’t working efficiently and 
might need to be replaced.

• If  the home is dusty or humid or even if  allergies 
seem to have cropped up out of  nowhere, this could 
indicate a poorly functioning HVAC system.

Signs that your home needs attention
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RECYCLING turns your TRASH into CASH

WE SPECIALIZE IN CONTAINER SERVICEfor Industrial Accounts with containers ranging
 in size from 

10 to 40 yards
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A. Messina & Sons Metal Recycling Center
19 Orchard Drive, Gardiner, NY 12525, In the heart of Modena, just off Route 32 

845-883-6543
 Monday – Friday 7:30am – 4:30pm   Questions? Email us at: messinascrap@yahoo.com
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FARM HARVEST ACTIVITIES
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Garden Center
Hrs: Mon-Sat 8-4, Sun 9-4
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730 State Rt 211, Montgomery, NY
845-692-4364

offi  ce.manzagardencenter12549@gmail.com

MANZA FARM 
& 

GARDEN CENTER 
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PUMPKIN 
PICKING HOURS 
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25 Month Financing 
Without Interest 

or 10% OFF

robertsroofingny.com
845-566-7663

Charlie says
call 

845-566-ROOF
Roberts

GAF Shingle Roofs
Flat Roofs

Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Knowing how to proceed effectively 
in an emergency can make a world of  
difference and potentially save lives. 

• Accidental falls: The CDC says 
that falls are the leading cause of  
nonfatal injury among nearly every 
age group. Falls can be prevented by 
removing tripping hazards, installing 
steady handrails and other supports 
and adding lighting in and around a 
home. If  a fall should occur, stabilize 
the limb or injured area of  the body and 
seek medical assistance.

• Kitchen fires: The potential for 
danger exists whenever cooking with 
heat or over open flames. Never use 
water to put out a grease fire - it will 
only spread it. Cover the fire with a lid 
to suffocate the flames, or use baking 
soda to douse the fire. Always have an 
all-purpose fire extinguisher on hand, 
and know how to operate it.

· Burst pipes: Burst pipes or leaking 
plumbing can quickly cause major 
damage. Locate the water main, which 
is usually in the basement or garage on 
the “street side” near the water meter. 

Turn off  the main to save the home 
and your wallet. Make the water main 
visible, mark which way is off, and 
instruct others on how to use it.

• Tipping furniture: Tip-over 
incidents send thousands of  people 
(especially young children) to 
emergency rooms each year, says the 
United States Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. Top-heavy dressers, TV 
stands and televisions, desks, and 
bookcases should be anchored to the 
wall.

• Unintentional poisoning: Call 
9-1-1 if  the victim is unconscious or 
not breathing. If  the person is alert, 
consult with the American Association 
of  Poison Control Centers at 1-800-222-
1222 for instructions. Keep the bottle 
or packaging of  the assumed poison on 
hand to give information.

• Fire or other danger: Residents 
should designate emergency exits that 
are the quickest and safest ways out of  
every room in the house. Practice this 
plan and pick a specific meeting spot 
outside.

When disaster strikes
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Vincent J. Cestaro & Son 
Plumbing, Heating, & Air Conditioning

Serving Commercial Customers in 
Sullivan and Putnam Counties and 

Residential Customers in Orange County

705 South St, Newburgh, NY 12550 
Newburgh 845-561-5623 • Cornwall 845-534-2725 • New Windsor 845-561-5680
info@newburghplumbingheatingcooling.com

Planning a home remodeling project 
or need water heater installation? 

Call Vincent J Cestaro & Son Plumbing, 
Heating & Air Conditioning for complete services

There’s no job too big or 
small, we work on all 
aspects of residential 
and commercial 
plumbing. Water 
heaters and boilers 
are our specialties. 
For home remodeling 
or renovations, we can 
do all the plumbing.

Thinking about a new heating 
system? We provide 
complete sales 
and installation. 
We’ll review your 
options and fi nd 
a solution that 
meets your needs 
and budget.

Let us help you cool your home 
more effi ciently in the 
summer. We specialize 
in the sales and 
service of central air-
conditioning, fi nding 
the best solution for 
your needs and budget.

 314 Temple Hill Road, New Windsor  
(845)-569-0877  bybpetgrooming.com

BABY YOUR BABY 
Pet Grooming

We’re a full service 
dog grooming salon. 

Offering everything from 
skin and coat treatments, 

to nail clipping and grinding. 

We offer ear cleaning as 
well as flea & tick treatments, 

rehydration treatments for 
dry skin, oatmeal baths. 
All of our shampoos and 

conditioners are PH balanced.

Everything to make your pet 
look great and feel great!Cool weather brings less daylight 

and houseplants may need to 
be relocated closer to windows. 

However, it’s important that there’s 
ample distance between 
the plant and the 
window. Keep them 
close enough to the 
windows to get 
ample sunlight 
but far enough 
away so they 
don’t get too 
cold. Move 
plants away 
from drafty 
windows 
and heating 
vents, extreme 
temperatures 
are not good for  
houseplants.

 Watering 
needs also change 
when temperatures drop. 

Houseplant growth slows down 
and that means less watering 
since overwatering in winter 

can be especially harmful 
to indoor plants. Try 

decreasing the fre-
quency of watering 
by half each winter 
and see how the 
plants respond.
    Dust settles 
on leaves and 
inhibits a plant’s 
ability to photo-
synthesize. Gently 

wiping leaves with 
a moist paper towel 

is all that’s needed.  

Fall Home Improvement is
continued on page 23

Overwintering your houseplants
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Certain areas of  a 
home are more likely 
to draw the interest 
of  prospective buyers 
when a house goes 
on the market. When 
that day comes, 
many realtors and 
homeowners rely 
on staging to make 
a home as attractive 
as possible during 
an open house or 
appointment viewing. 
According to a 2019 
report from the 
National Association of  Realtors, 
staging the living room is most 
important for buyers, with 47 percent 
of  buyers indicating a well-staged living 
room had an effect on their view of  the 
home. The owner’s suite (42 percent) 
and the kitchen (35 percent) were found 
to be the next most important rooms to 
stage. Though the report is generally 
concerned with selling a home, the 

conclusions in the report are something 
renovation-minded homeowners can 
keep in mind. If  prospective buyers 
are most impressed by well-staged 
living rooms, owner’s’ suites and 
kitchens, it stands to reason that those 
same rooms, when well-designed and 
recently renovated, will elicit a positive 
reaction if  homeowners decide to sell 
in the future.

Lynn Simmons
Real Estate Associate Broker

Houlihan Lawrence LaGrange • LaGrangeville, NY 12540 
 

SERVING ULSTER, ORANGE AND DUTCHESS COUNTIES
38 + years as a 

Real Estate Professional

Cell: 845.797.5107 
LSimmons@HoulihanLawrence.com

I have helped countless satisfied customers 
with my years of experience - let me help you too!

 Cozy up to a new home this fall

DIAL•A•RIDE

• Regular Fare $1 one way
• Senior Citizens - Half Fare
• Children under 5 - Free
• Muliple trips & locations

• All children under the age of 10 
must be accompanied  by an adult

• Servicing Town of Montgomery 
   & Crawford residents & guests

For reservations or information
 call between 9 a.m. - noon, Monday through Friday

24 Hour Advance Reservations Notice Needed

845-457-2622

Town of Montgomery & Crawford Transportation Service

“We are open and eager to accomodate you”
BUS SERVICE: Mon. - Fri.  7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Facial Covering is optional

Staging is a key to selling


