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How to prevent home electrical fires

company says electrical failure or malfunctions

account for almost 34,000 home fires per year.
The National Fire Protection Association says they
can contribute to 440 deaths and $1.3 billion in direct
property damage annually.

Older homes may be most vulnerable to electrical
fires, as such structures were not designed to handle
the demands of modern living. The insurance experts
at Nationwide say half of all homes in the United
States have electrical systems that were installed
before garage door openers, high-tech coffee makers,
and many computers became must-have items. And
the Electrical Safety Foundation International says
homes built before 1973 with overloaded electrical
systems pose a number of safety threats.

Overloaded circuits are not the only contributor
to electrical fires. Damaged wiring characterized
by worn, frayed or loose wires can cause fires.
Malfunctioning appliances or those improperly
maintained also can create home fires. Another
contributor is poorly installed extension cords and
power strips, as well as faulty outlets and switches
around homes.

Homeowners can take various steps to reduce the
risk of electrical fires at home.

E lectrical fires are no joke. The Hartford insurance

« Install arc fault circuit interrupters. AFCIs are
special types of circuit breakers that help prevent
fires caused by nicked or frayed wiring. An AFCI
gets tripped and cuts off power when an electrical
problem is detected before a fire can start. In 2022,
the National Electric Code started requiring AFCIs
in bedrooms, and by 2017 they have been mandated
throughout homes.

« Conduct a home electrical inspection. All homes
more than 40 years old should be inspected to ensure
their electrical systems can handle modern demands,

says Nationwide. A qualified electrician can make
recommendations regarding replacing breakers and
suggest other modifications to improve safety.

+ Utilize a monitor. Ting from Whisker Labs
monitors a home’s electrical network using a smart
plug-in sensor that is designed to detect hazards.
The company indicates micro-arcs and sparks that
develop are precursors to electrical fires.

+ Turn to automatic shut-offs. Homeowners
can utilize appliances and additional devices that
automatically shut off after a set period of time. This
can reduce the risk of overheating.

* Rely on timers or smart devices. Timers and
smart home devices can give homeowners control of
electrical components like appliances or lights from a
remote area. This enables users to turn an appliance
on or off to reduce overheating or avoid additional
risk factors for electrical fires.

« Don’t go DIY. Choosing to work with a professional
electrician rather than doing electrical work oneself
can help reduce electrical fire risk considerably.
Electricians know how to work on electrical systems
safely to prevent damage to wires and components,
and also safeguard themselves against shock.

DIAL*A*RIDE

Town of Montgomery & Crawford Transportation Service

BUS SERVICE: Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

For reservations or information

call between 9 a.m. - noon, Monday through Friday

849-491-2622

24 Hour Advance Reservations Notice Needed

Facial Covering is optional

* Reqular Fare $1 one way
* Senior Citizens - Half Fare
e Children under 5 - Free

e Muliple trips & locations

“We are open and eager 7o accomodate you”

* All children under the age of 10
must be accompanied by an adult

* Servicing Town of Montgomery
& Crawford residents & quests
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Looking for investment properties -
fixer-uppers - renovation projects?

Lynn Simmons
Real Estate Associate Broker
Cell: 845.797.5107

LSimmons@HoulihanLawrence.com

+ years as a
Real Estate Professional

SERVING ULSTER, ORANGE AND DUTCHESS COUNTIES

4 HOULIHAN
/HLAWRENCE
/4 REALTY

Houlihan Lawrence LaGrange * LaGrangeville, NY 12540

Don' ignore gutter repairs

gutter replacement is a job that
Amight not have the wow factor.

But fully functioning gutters are a
must and can help to prevent potentially
expensive roof damage. Gutters rarely
draw attention, but homeowners can
keep an eye out for signs that indicate
gutters need to be replaced.

Look for signs

Various signs indicate it’s time to
replace existing gutters. Homeowners
should act promptly if any of the
following signs arise, as poorly
functioning gutters can make it hard
for water to get into the downspouts,
ultimately pushing it backward and
likely underneath roof shingles, where
the result can be costly water damage.

- Peeling paint

- Cracks

- Pooling water in the gutter

- Mildew in the gutter, which can
sometimes be seen even from the
ground

- Water damage: Water damage on

I

I

the gutter can be limited to certain
spots and will be noticeable on the
underside of the gutter

- Soffit damage

- Sagging gutters

- Detached gutters, which can be
detached from other pieces or the house

- Rust

Who should replace gutters?

Many home improvements can be
completed successfully by skilled
DIYer, but a gutter replacement is best
left to the professionals. Homeowners
who live in single-story homes may be
able to replace gutters on their own,
but the issues that can arise when
gutters are not functioning at optimal
capacity make this a job best suited
to professionals, even in residences
without high roofs.

Some gutters may be under
a manufacturer’s warranty, so
homeowners can check to see if their
gutters qualify for a free upgrade.

powerep BY myQ.

Model 87504-267

Video Camera Built in Wi-Fi/Bluetooth/myQ Connectivity,
360 LED light with 2,000 Lumens, Battery Backup, Belt Drive,
Lifetime Motor Warranty / Parts 5-Year

CuflligE e N ” v ‘ - urchase & installation
v 75 0r : '
|

of combination garage door |
opener & garage door

845-561-8465 WWW.CleggBros.com ” parag

223 Walsh Ave New Windsor, NY 12553 1

|
one offer per household |
Clegg Bros. » 845-561-8465 * 223 Walsh Ave, New Windsor !
Not a Franchise Owned Company

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 10/18/24
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Experience is one of the best reasons
to work with a professional gutter

installation team. Experienced
professionals can identify which
gutters are the best fit based on a
host of factors, including the pitch
of the roof, local conditions and the
size of the house. In addition, gutter
installation requires the use of various
tools that many DIYers may not have
on hand, which can cut into the cost
savings of doing the project yourself.

should not

Homeowners also

underestimate the challenges of
working on ladders that are high
up off the ground. Professionals are
accustomed to such challenges, while
DIYers may not be comfortable or used
to climbing ladders with materials and
tools in hand.

A gutterreplacement is a worthwhile
investment that can ensure rain water
efficiently and effectively runs through
gutters and away from the roof.
Leaving this task to the professionals
can ensure the job is done right.

FRANK STEVENS &
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Everything to make your pet
look great and feel great!

We're a full service
dog grooming salon.
Offering everything from

skin and coat treatments,
b to nail clipping and grinding.

We offer ear cleaning as
well as flea & tick treatments,
rehydration treatments for
dry skin, oatmeal baths.
All of our shampoos and
conditioners are PH balanced.

P L TR 0 4

. TR s .‘\“ & /4
BABY YOUR BABY
Pet Grooming

314 Temple Hill Road, New Windsor
(845)-569-0877 bybpetgrooming.com

&

FrankStevensRoofing

SONS ROQFING, INC.

.com ¢4928-2161
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CLEAN OUTS & JUNK REMOVAL

Need a guy on the fly to take away your junk?
Big Clean-Outs * Residential * Commercial

Personalized
quotes
& work for
over

Interior lighting tips

Kitchen

Kitchens are often the busiest room
in a home, so lighting here can be
especially important. A Kitchen
often benefits, both practically and
aesthetically, from different types of
lighting. For example, pendant lighting
above kitchen islands can make meal
preparation easier and safer, but such
lighting likely won’t work in breakfast

nooks and informal dining areas in
the kitchen. Recessed lighting works
best in such areas. In Kkitchens with
no island, under-cabinet lighting can
be used to illuminate countertops and
simplify meal preparation.

Formal dining room

Many people enjoy the look of
chandeliers in formal dining rooms,

25 years...

e Fast &
Professional!

¢ Junk, Debris
& Clutter!

e Affordable!

John Ginda /

Honest and Affordable
“No Job Too Big or Small”

All Types Roofing & Siding
Decks - Windows/Doors - Additions
Kitchens - Bathrooms - Painting - Renovations

FREE Estimates call:

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED!

40-YEAR CORNWALL

RESIDENT!

FULLY INSURED

845-800-9733 ¢ JerryHaulsltAll.com 845.564.9399 | '™ ooun

& of your home and &

Get the privacy, ® We offera huge selection of style, materials,
thesizeand the  colors and features for a perfect fit!
custom style ¢ Enjoy our shop-at-home service and free

measuring with professional installation.
Commercial & Residential

NEWBURGH
WIN

Since 1959

you're looking for

Shades, and Drapery at

Save on Heating &
Incredible Savings... i Ing

Cooling Costs With Our
ENERGY-EFFICIENT
WINDOW TREATMENTS

Call for details!
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and such fixtures can be installed
directly above the dinner table. The
interior design experts at Better
Homes & Gardens advise hanging
chandeliers roughly 33 inches above
the table in dining rooms with eight-
foot ceilings, adding three inches for
each additional foot above eight feet.
Darkened dining areas may be ideal
in restaurants, but homeowners may
want to split the difference at home
and choose dimmable chandeliers
for their dining rooms. This allows homeowners to
dim the lights for two or turn them up for family
gatherings with lots of people around the table.

HY wont take up any visual space in the room and can
o L.IVInq room help living rooms feel bigger.

Living room is where homeowners host
anything from movie nights to book clubs
to parties for the big game. It can be a tall
order to accommodate such a wide range of
activities, and many homeowners come down
to deciding between recessed lighting and
track lighting. Better Homes & Gardens notes
that flexible track lighting provides ambient,
task or accent lighting, and track lights can
even be moved to change lighting schemes
at any time, making them a budget-friendly
option for homeowners whose living rooms are multi-
purpose spaces. Recessed lighting also works well in
living rooms, especially ones with low ceilings. That

Bedroom

Bedroom lighting should provide enough light
when getting dressed, but also be able to be toned
down as residents prepare for their bedtime routines.
Both portable and installed lighting can be used in
bedrooms to serve these various functions. Recessed
fixtures that dim can ensure there’s ample light to get
dressed in the morning, but they also can be dimmed
at night as residents try to get ready to sleep. Portable
nightstand lights can make it easier for couples
sharing a bedroom, allowing one person to stay up
and read while the other goes to sleep.

KEVIN V. BRENNAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

284 Main Street, Cornwall, NY 12518

845-534-7545 ¢ 845-534-4150 (fax)
kvbrennan16@aol.com
www.kevinbrennanattorney.com

Renovation? Addition?
Don’t forget to update
your insurance!

Sp/mcemtwwa{&

Bark of
the Town

GrooMING & DoGGIE DAYCARE

2294 St. Rt. 208
Montgomery
845-713-4027
barkofthetowngroomingspa.com

William A. Smith & Son Insurance
Providing the calm affer the storm.
www.wasmithandson.com 'i rf_a)

30 Scott’s Corners Dr., Suite 201, Montgomery NY 12549
(845) 476-0134 » equimby@wasmithandson.com

Ellen L. Quimby
Affiliated Producer

THEE SERVICE LLC
www.flanagantree.com

commerclal & Residential

o 65-75 it Buckel Trucks
o 120’ Crane Service Available

o log loading Trucks

o Stump Grindiny rits Through 36” Gate
o Firewood By The log Length Delivered
o Professional Climbers

4 845-568- 7400 ‘

e Chipper Service

o UView Restoration

e Year Round Service
e Removal & Pruning
o Free Estimates

o Fully Insured

e lot Clearing

rarm Stanll i
Open 7 days a week, Mon,- Fri
| 10-4and on Sat. and Sun.

- and Columbus Day 10- 5, with
the last hayride going out at
4:15 (no hayrides during the
| week). There's a great selection
of pumpkins, gourds, straw,

corn stalks, mums, indian

FARM HARVEST AI}'I'II'I'IES .

? Begmnmg Saturday, Sept 28"

800 BALE STRAW MAZE

BARNYARD ANIMALS - PICTURE TAKING AREAS
FACE PAINTING on weekends & Columbus Day
FOOD CART & REFRESHMENTS on weekend's

| FIELD PUMPKIN FREE HAY RIDES O CRTE S, i AT
PICKING HOURS on Weekends & Columbus day only condiments, cider, baked goods
Sat, Sun, Columbus Day to pumpkin fields and back & fall gifts

10-5, Last hayride goes out 4:15

Weekend/Columbus Day Parking/Admission is $10 per car: Includes
hayride & maze entry with a portion going to Scouts/Community Groups

Garden Center |
Hrs: Mon-Sat 8-4, Sun9-4 ¢
with a huge selection of
quality shade, flowering and
oy | fruit trees, shrubs, perennials,
- grasses & mums at great prices |
) Blue Spruce, Norway & White

Spruce, White Pine, Concolor Fir,
130 State nt 211 Mnntgomerv’ “v Ca:adian I-:emkl)ck, Green Gianlt i
845-692-1364 Rl &

& Emerald Green Arborvitae
~ . Office. manzagarllencemer12549@gmall .com
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SERVING ORANGE
& ULSTER COUNTIES

CALL

(845) 527-5492
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE
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¢ Tree Removal

e Stump Grinding

e Firewood

e Tree Planting

* Mulching

e Tree Branch Removal

B

¢ Emergencies

e Insurance Work

¢ Tree Take Downs

* Landscaping/
Lawn Care

GRINDER | TRE

treeserviceorangecountyny.com

You've done research, budgeted, and
compared units, and now you're ready to
hire an HVAC contractor. Consider these
questions:

* Are you certified in HVAC installation,
repair and maintenance?

* Do you have insurance & references?

e What are the unit options for my
home's design and square footage? How
many units do | need? How many of these
systems has your company installed?

Asking the right HVAC questions matters

* Does my home support ductwork, or
are ductless systems the best option for
me? What are the pros and cons of each?

* What's the temperature range this
system can manage?

* How does this system handle partial
loads?

* How frequently does the system
need to be serviced and what utility cost
savings can | expect?

EWORK
* Tree Pruning

e Stump Removal
e Chipping Services

e 25& 35 Ton

i Crane Service ELIZABETH “DOLLY" DECKER

Associate Broker, SRES - NYS Lic: 10301221722

o\ly Req,
q>\°° &,

1853 Cape overlooking a town park in the quaint hamlet of
Milton. Your opportunity to customize with your own taste
and ideas. Unique floor plan with eat in kitchen plus formal
dining room. 3 bedrooms 2 baths. Some original features
intact - claw foot tub, wood floors, some doors. Appliances
replaced in last few years. Roof totally replaced in 2019.
Detached 2 story garage with loft built in 2008 ideal for an
artist or musician. Private fenced tree shaded backyard.
Asking $349,000 Two doors away similar home sold over
§500,000 Here is your chance to build equity.

%,

81 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY
845.691.2126 - Cell 389-0398

5.49%

Introductory Rate
Home Equity Line of Credit

@ Member
Py FDIC
LENBER

NMLS#: 490957

walden
SAVINGS bank MOO6OX

Offer valid on new HELOCs up to $200,000.00 secured with
owner occupied, one to four family primary residence with
a maximum Combined Loan to Value (CLTV) of 80%. Closing
costs are paid by the bank and subject to repayment should
the HELOC be closed within the first three years. If a Full
Appraisal or Full Title is required, the borrower must pay those
fees as they occur (ie. Loan amounts greater than $100,000
require Full Appraisal; Loan amounts greater than $175,000
require Full Title). An initial disbursement of $10,000 will be
required at closing to be eligible for this introductory rate.
Property insurance required. Borrower is responsible for flood
insurance if applicable. This HELOC promotion is available
for a limited time only and may be withdrawn or changed
at any time. Offer subject to credit approval. Effective as of
03/15/2024 the Annual Percentage Rate (APR) for our Home
Equity Line of Credit (HELOC) promotion is 5.49% for the first
6 months, serving as an introductory fixed rate. Following the
initial 6-month period, the rate will adjust based on the Wall
Street Journal Prime Rate, currently at 8.00% as of 9/19/2024.
The Home Equity Line shall have an interest rate floor equal
to 4.00% APR and an interest rate ceiling of 16.00% APR. The
APR calculation shown is based upon a Home Equity Line of
Credit. in second lien position with & 10 year draw and interest
only period followed by a 15 year amortizing repayment period,
in the amount of $50,000, using the Prime Rate (currently
8.000%) as published in the Wall Street Journal, on a single-
family, primary residence with an 80% combined loan-to-value,
minimum borrower credit score of 720 with no points. The Home
Equity Line shall have an interest rate floor equal to 4.000%
APR and an interest rate ceiling of 16.00% APR. Your payment
schedule would be 120 payments of $354.17, 179 payments of
$49237 and 1 payment of $492.25. The rate of interest shall
change as the Prime Rate changes. The Prime Rate is not
necessarily the lowest rate of interest charged by the bank.
The rate and APR displayed are subject to change at any time.
Your rate cannot be determined until you have applied for and
been approved for a loan. A mortgage loan consultant will
review and provide you with the terms, conditions, disclosures,
and additional details on the interest rates that apply to your
specific situation. If an escrow account is requested or required,
the actual payment schedule will also include amounts for real
estate taxes and homeowner’s insurance premiums.




