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B Y  R A B B I  N A T H A N  
L O P E S  C A R D O Z O

ccording to Israeli media,
Gilad Shalit is soon to be
released from his long and
inhuman captivity in the
hands of Hamas. This gang of

murderers has managed to terrorize all
of us using one young Jewish boy.

The entire population of Israel
awaits the moment of his release.
Gilad has become the son of each one

of us. He is “in
our kishkes.” His
empty bed is
found in every
Jewish home in
Israel.  We have
embraced his
parents, Noam
and Aviva, who
have made their
way into our
hearts. We cry
and pray with
them. We have
all become
Gilad’s parents,
grandparents,
aunts, uncles,
brothers and sis-
ters.  

Religious or
secular, Sephardi
or Ashkenazi,
Chasidic or mod-
ern orthodox,
and even atheist,
we all join hands
and wait with
inexpressible
anticipation for
him to fall into
the arms of his
parents, and so
into ours. We will
cry from happi-
ness and dance
in the streets,
because by now

the Shalit family consists of five million
members living in one Jewish home,
Israel.

Even as we discuss and quarrel
about what price we are prepared to
pay for his release, we all will be jubi-
lant when the moment arrives. There

Independent and original reporting from the Orthodox communities of Long Island

A

PR
ST

 S
TD

U
S 

PO
ST

A
G

E 
PA

ID
 

G
A

RD
EN

 C
IT

Y 
N

Y
11

53
0

PE
R

M
IT

 N
O

 3
01

VOL.  8 ,  NO.  50

Oh, babies!

Photo by Judah S. Harris
Rabbi Shlomo Bochner, founder of Bonei Olam, with an infant born to Danny and Miriam Kogan — their
second b”H, as a result of fertility treatments funded by the organization. A fundraiser was held Sunday
at Andy and Bassie Lowinger’s home in Lawrence. Bonei Olam has helped bring 1,865 babies into the
world, at last count. AA  pphhoottoo  eessssaayy  bbyy  JJuuddaahh  SS..  HHaarrrriiss  iiss  oonnlliinnee  aatt  wwwwww..tthheejjeewwiisshhssttaarr..ccoomm

B Y  M I C H A E L  O R B A C H

CUNY Trustee and Great Neck resident Jeffrey
Wiesenfeld is standing by his decision to interrupt New
York City Councilman Charles Barron mid-tirade. The mil-
itant black politician, considered by many to be a racist,
grabbed the microphone at a building dedication to com-
plain about his seat. 

“I don't deserve credit, but there are people like this
— Reverend Wright, [former Congresswoman Cynthia]
McKinney — people have to stand up to these kinds of
radicals,” Wiesenfeld said on Monday. “Our kids have to
learn how to oppose these people. If we let it go, it'll only
get worse.”

Barron is a former member of the radical Black Pan-
thers group, now a Democratic city councilman repre-
senting Brownsville, Canarsie, East Flatbush and part of
East New York, and chairs the council's higher education
committee. He took umbrage at his assigned seat at an
event at Manhattan Borough Community College and at
not being given a speaking role. The newly dedicated
building replaces one damaged on 9/11. To express his
displeasure Barron grabbed the microphone from the
master of ceremonies and delivered a tongue-lashing to
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Scott Lasher.  

After the mayor's speech laid into the mayor and
Stringer, telling them they were disrespecting him and

B Y  M I C H A E L  O R B A C H

Perhaps a better title for
Yisroel Campbell’s one-man
off-Broadway show would be
“Two weddings, two funerals,
and three circumcisions.”

But then I’m just kibbitz-
ing. 

Circumcise Me is the story
of Campbell’s journey to
Judaism. That, of itself, would-
n’t necessarily qualify as the

subject of a substantial play,
but Campbell proved so bad at
converting that he had to do it
three times: first to Reform
Judaism, then to Conservative
Judaism and then finally to
Orthodoxy. Campell was so
dedicated to becoming Jewish
that he was circumcised a total
of three times. 

Or, as he said it so well:
“Three times isn’t a religious

Publicizing the miracle
Some
Jewish
neighbors
of this
Brooklyn
home put
their own lit
menorahs in
the window
for the first
time after
this display
appeared.  
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Great Neck
man takes on
race baiter

See GREAT NECK MAN, Page 8

See HE DID WHAT, Page 14

I N  M Y  V I E W

Refuse to
surrender to
normalcy

Rabbi Dr. Nathan Lopes Cardozo hails
from Amsterdan, is founder and Dean of
the David Cardozo Academy, the Beth
Midrash of Avraham Avinu in Jerusalem.
Born in Amsterdam, he is the author of
many books on Jewish Philosophy and
lectures around the world. His bi-weekly
column Thoughts to Ponder can be seen
at www.cardozoschool.org

See VIEW, Page 9

AFTER THE EXODUS
Gush Katif refugees rebuild

Page 20

OHEL’S NEW LOOK
Same great Ohel taste

Page 11

GIFT GUIDE
Last minute ideas for Chanukah

Page 13

Why this
insane

exchange?
Because one

Jewish boy will
be able to come

home to his
parents and his
people. This is

the unmatched,
mad victory 

of Jewish 
compassion. It
is what makes

us special.

www.thejewishstar.com

B Y  M A L K A  E I S E N B E R G

New York State’s child car
restraint law has changed. As of
November 24 all children up to
age 8 are required to ride in
some form of child safety
restraint while in a moving

vehicle.
Kulanu is holding free

child passenger safety events
on the fourth Wednesday
morning of each month, by
appointment, in the parking lot
behind the Kulanu building at
620 Central Avenue. The pro-
gram began in October; the

next event will be held on
December 23.

“We’re trying to help
spread the word about the new
law,” explained Mark Hoffack-
er, the Parent Advocacy
Resource Center Coordinator at
Kulanu and a certified child

Child safety seat 
law change in NY

Photo by  Penny Frondelli
Mark Hoffacker,  P.A.R.C. coordinator for Kulanu, helps Marci Kramer
inspect her child saefety seat.See CHANGE, Page 8

R E V I E W

He did what?
Circumcise Me — Yisroel Campbell’s unlikely off-Broadway hit

Yisroel Campbell in a scene from
his one-man off-broadway play.
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WHOLESALE SHOWROOM BY APPOINTMENT
Fantastic Selection of the Finest Fashions

Mink • Sheared Mink • Reversibles
Sable • Shearling

Furs for Your Lifestyle

Free Fur Accessory
Gift with Purchase and This Coupon

Expires 3/15/10

"0" Off Just the BEST VALUE
You'll Find Anywhere!!
We Will Also Re-Style

Tri - Sterling Ltd.

SinceSince
19241924

345 7th Avenue • 19th Floor
New York • Between 29th & 30th Streets

[212] 563-6954
David Farber (Member YIW)



Dear That’s Life, 
Numerous yiddishisms

have become part of a New
Yorker’s everyday vernacular
regardless of affiliation. You
don’t have to be a member of
the tribe to use the word
shmear in a sentence. This
morning, a DJ on the radio
exclaimed that the LIE was
completely ‘fakahked,’ and he’s
no Nachum Segal.  No one asks
permission from the New York
Board of Rabbis before they use
the word ‘oy’ and when Mike
Meyers became ferklempt dur-
ing his coffee talks on SNL, the
ADL did not object. Simply put,
it is just part of life in New
York.

Knowing that you don’t go
to a mall on a Sunday between
Thanksgiving and Xmas has
nothing to do with being a New
Yorker — it has everything to
do with having a brain. A top
ten list of places to avoid dur-

ing those weeks has to include
midtown Manhattan and the
Roosevelt Field Mall. And when
you go there anyway and cars
are trolling the parking lots,
and following shoppers to their
car like stalkers, you should
just turn around and go home.
But of course, we didn’t. We
headed in.

Roaming around, I headed
in to one store where I success-
fully picked out a Chanukah
gift for my mother. I went to
the register, dodging hordes of
people and attempting to not
hit anyone with my double
stroller.  

I gave my information to
the woman behind the counter,
including the shipping address
for my mother’s gift, and
explained that I wanted to
include a card. 

“No problem,” she replied
and I began to dictate. 

“Happy Chanukah,” I
began, but then stopped when I

realized she was looking at me,
needing direction.  

“I’m sorry,” she said, “but
could you tell me how to spell
that?”  I was a little surprised
that she did not know how to
spell Chanukah. Didn’t she live
in New York? And was I the
first Jew to buy and ship a pre-
sent from this store in all of the
time she may have worked
there? I know how to spell
‘Christmas’ and  ‘Kwanzaa’ —
surely she should know how to
spell ‘Chanukah.’

I smiled. “Sure,” I said, and
began to spell it out.  

“Thank you,” she said. “I
think I have been spelling it
incorrectly all day.”  

And then I had an idea.
“Would you like me to write it
down on a piece of paper so
you can refer to it in the
future?” I asked.  

After looking at me like I
was crazy (and, yes, I’ve seen
that look before) she quietly
handed me a pad of Post-it
Notes and a pen. I smiled,
wrote ‘Chanukah’ down on the
paper and handed everything
back to her.  

“Thanks, this will come in
very handy,” she said. I told her
it was no problem. “But let me
just ask you,” I added. “You
haven’t been writing ‘Happy
Christmas’ instead of ‘Happy
Chanukah’ by accident — have
you?”

MLW

Dear That’s Life, 
Last week I stopped at a

Waldbaum’s in Levittown on
my way home from my job at
New Island Hospital in Beth-
page. After placing my items on
the checkout counter, the
female cashier asked me what
parish I am from. Not sure that
I heard her correctly, I asked,
“What did you say?” She asked
again what parish I was from. I
realized then that she must
have thought I was a priest
because I was wearing a navy
blue full zipper fleece sweat-
shirt with the neck slightly
open, showing part of a white
tee shirt underneath. On top of
the sweatshirt I was wearing a
jacket. 

I turned slightly so she
could see the kippah on my
head. She turned red in the
face and apologized profusely
for the next two minutes. I said
that she would have a good
laugh about this later, and I
told her that she must think I
am the rabbi of Levittown
because I am probably the only
person who ever set foot in this
store wearing a kippah. She
then inquired, “Are you a
rabbi!” I said that I was not, but
that I talk frequently to clergy.
“What do you do?” she asked?
I’m a doctor at New Island Hos-
pital, I explained. “What type
of doctor are you?” she wanted
to know.

“I am an anesthesiologist,”
I said, “and I hear confession
before people go to sleep and
many times when they wake
up.” 

I then paid my bill and was
on my way.

LEWIS STEIN M.D.
Lawrence

Dear That’s Life,
Late one morning several

weeks ago I walked into The
Jewish Star newsroom bearing
my customary 20-ounce cup of
7-Eleven coffee and a pack of
apple-flavored fruit pies that I’d
never gotten around to eating
in the car between phone calls.
Assistant Editor Michael
Orbach followed me into my
office eying the fruit pies very
doubtfully. 

“You really shouldn’t eat
that,” he informed me. 

“What?” 
“You shouldn’t eat that,”

he repeated. “They’re bad for
you.”

Michael is prone to bouts
of health-foodiness so I politely
thanked him for his apparent
concern for my well being but
proceeded to eat my not-terri-
bly-healthy breakfast while I
listened to some voicemail mes-
sages. 

It wasn’t until late that
night that I briefly checked into
my Facebook account, as
Michael knew I eventually
would, and noticed his
extremely candid update from
earlier in the day: 

“Michael Orbach is work-
ing on a way to steal his boss’s
(Mayer Fertig) fruit pie.”

MAYER FERTIG

Births
! Birth of David Kafel Alves(Sao
Paulo, Brazil) — December 5,
2009 

! Birth of Twin Boys to Yitzi &
Ayala Leizerson (Woodmere,
NY) —December 5, 2009

Engagement
! Engagement of Aviva Shafner
(Providence, RI/ Ramat Beit
Shemesh, Israel/ Kew Garden
Hills, NY) & Benji Kamienny
(North Miami, FL/ Ramat Beit
Shemesh, Israel/ Kew Garden
Hills, NY) —  December 2, 2009 

To view entire 
galleries, please
visit www.only
simchas.com
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Duck in Water
Lauren Melman, Age 10

2 Girls on Chairs
Chaya Barrish, Age 15

Enroll
Today!

516-374-1904
48 Frost Lane, Lawrence

Study with Classically-Trained
Artist Brocha Teichman

32
58

76

NEW FOR FALL: ZUMBA
• Aerobic/Kickboxing
• Energetic 45-minute

Supervised Circuit Training
• Hip-Hop Fitness Classes

516.837.0971
83 Columbia Ave. • Cedarhurst, NY       www.fitwize4kids.com

The Nation’s First Healthy
Lifestyle Center Just For Kids

#1 For Birthday Parties 

$20 OFF
birthday party!

90 Minutes
of Birthday
Fun!

Fitness-Related Activities • Relay Challenge
Circuits/Obstacle Course & More
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 12/31/09

• Nutrition Workshops
• Jump Rope
• Ballet
• Sports Agility

NOW AVAILABLE!
Mommy & Me Classes

Call for Details



A few months
prior to the recent
elections a book
appeared titled,
“Why Are Jews Liber-
als?” by essayist and
political commenta-
tor, Norman Pod-
horetz. The question
posed in its title
informs us about the
book’s content and purpose:
namely, a coherent answer to
this eternal question that has
baffled political thinkers for
over the past century.

While for the most part
Jews have been the most loyal
ethnic/religious group to sup-
port the liberal Democratic
Party and its policies, the
quandary has been, what
motivates one of the highest
income earning groups in the
United States to so identify
politically with those far less
affluent and educated than
them? This book sets out to
explain this through history,
philosophy and political obser-
vation.

From the outset let me
state that while I am in full
sympathy with the author’s
political views, I do not see it
necessary to come to terms
with his quandary. Rather, I
contend that a more produc-
tive stance would be to contin-
ue to advocate  within our
community the ideologically
political conservative positions
and to recruit Jewish citizens
to the conservative cause. In
this, Podhoretz’s work is a val-
ued additional tool.

What I found most inter-
esting in the research on this
book leading up to this review
were the numerous other
reviews, both pro and con,
that give this issue a life
beyond the subject of this
book’s validity.

One particular review by
conservative radio personality
Michael Medved caught my
attention. Medved attributes
the Jewish antipathy to the
conservative cause to a secu-
lar-based rejection of Chris-
tianity.

Writing in an on-line sym-
posium reviewing this book,
Medved stated, “This political
pattern reflects the fact that
opposition to Christianity —
not love for Judaism, Jews, or
Israel — remains the sole uni-
fying element in an increasing-
ly fractious and secularized
society.”

Medved further elaborates
on this theme by citing the
overwhelming secular nature
of American Jewry today,
including a decrease in sup-
port for Israel, synagogue
affiliation  and lack of quality
Jewish youth education. This
is a major factor in the politi-
cal predisposition of those
Jews who utilize political lib-
eralism as a surrogate faith in
place of Judaism itself. In
addition, the antipathy to
other religious faiths, especial-
ly given the onerous history
that Christianity had with our
people’s ancestors only serves
to fuel their commitment to
liberal causes such as same sex
marriage and abortion rights,
falsely  morphing these issues
into “Jewish causes” for all the
world to see. This, in turn, fur-
ther frames the public political
debate in the overall Jewish
community in liberal rather
than conservative terms.

This situation is com-
pounded by these political lib-
erals who actively shun sup-
port for legitimately  Jewish
causes  by Christian evangeli-
cals as well as other Christian
based organizations and  per-
sonalities.

This observation is most
telling. It  reflects a reality
that, if sustained in the years
to come, will only serve to fur-
ther erode the political posi-
tion that Jews inhabit in the
American political spectrum;
bringing grief to us all.

Ironically, the only group-
ing within American Jewry
that in increasing numbers
reflect a conservative  stance
in the public arena are those
affiliated with Orthodox
Judaism and, to some extent
among the religiously affiliat-

ed Conservative
community. This is a
truism that no one
disputes. The only
question is, what
motivates this politi-
cal behavior, and
how deep is this
sentiment ?

This is at the
heart of what consti-

tutes the answer to Pod-
horetz’s query and points to us
the true value of his work: to
open up debate as to where do
we go from here. This leads
me to the following observa-
tions.

The recent election results
in our community point to a
foreshadowing of things to
come.

A resurgent GOP win in
our community only behooves
the local Republican Party to
open its doors to Jewish affili-
ation, something that is cur-
rently lacking. The ideological
predisposition to a conserva-
tive political stance is finding
greater favor with a growing

South Shore constituency
whose political roots are to be
found in the  Democratic
Party  bastions  of Brooklyn
and Queens, where a Jewish
Republican was a rare as a
ham sandwich at a bar-mitz-
vah.

This past election both
here  and  in the Orthodox
Jewish communities in New
Jersey should serve  notice to
all that next year’s congres-
sional elections in these
locales might prove to be very
chastening to many long time,
smug Democratic  incumbents.
This is where the future is at,
and only time will tell whether

the Republican Party will
extend itself to welcome these
new constituencies into its
party structure and its decision
making process — and  not
just to regard Jews as sources
for fundraising and money.

Podhoretz’s book has
opened up the debate.
Medved’s astute observations
gives this book further trac-
tion. And consider the follow-
ing, for this we have only our-
selves to blame for the poor
leadership we have. The sad
and pathetic Jewish reaction
to the enlightened and human-
itarian stance on Jewish settle-
ments in Judea and Samaria
by Sarah Palin should, in time,
be a thing of the past. That
reaction, laced with  bigoted
anti-Christian rhetoric, can
only serve to further embar-
rass those of us who wish to
encourage the growing sup-
port that the American Christ-
ian community is giving to the
cause of yishuv Eretz Yisrael.

Palin’s open stance  in
support  of our brothers and

sisters in Israel, whatever her
religious motivation, should be
welcomed by us and by all G-d
fearing peoples, regardless of
faith and denomination. We
live in dangerous times, and
we can not afford to play poli-
tics with Jewish survival.

One closing observation.
This past Sunday the Ortho-
dox Union, at their annual din-

ner honored the owner of a
Jewish bookstore, Danny
Levine, of The J. Levine Co. To
my understanding, this is the
first time a book store owner
has been so honored. To
Danny, mazal tov. To all our
dear readers, have a joyous
Happy Chanukah.

T H E  K O S H E R  B O O K W O R M

The eternal question: 
“Why are Jews Liberals?”

Alan Jay Gerber
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Meaningful 
newspaper

To the Editor:
I’d like to congratulate you on the

very meaningful issue of December
4th. In the opinion section there were
two well-reasoned and enlightening
columns: “No longer neutral” (Micah.
D. Halpern) and “Learning lessons

from ‘Kick a Jew Day” Rafael Medoff). 
The letter by Carrie W. Teitcher

(“Exonerating Kasztner”) is a gem of
equanimity and kudos for publishing it.
I agree with your editorial on
“Timetable for withdrawal an error”.

Not too long ago you published an
article by Ari Lieberman “Backyard Bul-
lies on Wikipedia” (October 2, 2009),
exposing the behind-the-scene manipu-
lations of this website. All credit to Mr.
Lieberman for his persistent successful

fight for fairness and accuracy in the
contents pertaining to Jewish matters.
Please continue to keep track of his
activity, and let us hear more from, and
about, him. 

RAYMOND BARI
Woodmere

Gratitude to the police
To the Editor:
Regarding the burglaries in our neigh-

borhoods, I feel that it must be noted
and stressed that the police depart-
ment and the officers who came to
my house on the day of the break-in
were, first and foremost, very quick to
respond and were extremely courteous
and sensitive to the situation.

They were very professional and
thorough. I cannot say one single neg-
ative word pertaining to the police, the
officers and detectives, and I commend
them for their continuous follow up

investigation, and notification of their
progress to me.

An increased awareness of sus-
picious things or people on our streets
must be developed by us, as residents.
You know the saying, "If you see some-
thing, say something". No one regrets
being proactive.

Judith Greenberger
Cedarhurst

Letters

omething unheard of happened
on the Internet on November
20th. 

Defying all historical precedent,
someone actually changed his

mind. 
Charles Johnson, the popular pro-

Israel, rightwing blogger of Little Green
Footballs, announced he had severed
his ties with the political Right. A post
entitled "Why I parted ways with the
Right" listed his dissatisfaction, which
included the right wing's support for
fascists like Pat Buchanan and white
supremacists like Robert Stacy McCain.
Johnson also wrote about the Right's
support for anti-government conspiracy
theories, anti-science craziness and the
hatred reserved for President Obama,
which goes, in his words, far "beyond
simply criticizing his policies."

"The American right wing has gone
off the rails, into the bushes, and off the
cliff," Johnson wrote. "I won't be going
over the cliff with them."

Despite our generally conservative
stance, we can't help agreeing with
Johnson on a number of points. The
right wing's embrace of Buchanan is
disturbing, to say the least, as is their
wholehearted denial of climate change
without allowing for any sort of com-
promise or reasoned discussion. John-
son's post made us ask, in turn, where
has the sensible rightwing gone? 

While the left has always had its share

of crazies (ever met a card-carrying
Republican with a PETA membership?)
it seems the Right has begun to match
them kook for kook, loon for loon.

A recent report by the Anti-Defama-
tion League, "Rage Grows in America:
Anti-Government Conspiracies," places
blame for the increase of violence, anti-
government conspiracy theories and
militias at the feet of the political Right.
In one example, a large Tea Party rally
in Washington D.C. was complete with
Nazi imagery, racist imagery, and
“imagery that implicitly or explicitly
promoted violence.”

The media is rightfully blamed for its
part in this, with Fox News and Glenn
Beck being singled out as leaders.
Though they have led the race to devolve
politics into a he-said she-said screaming
match, the blame is not theirs alone. 

If this weren't so scary it would actu-
ally be quite funny.  

This is certainly not to say the current
administration should be immune to
criticism — we have recently criticized
the President's plans for Afghanistan, his
habit of bowing to foreign leaders, his
healthcare plans. However, once the
subject of “death panels” is introduced
into the health care conversation you
are no longer engaged in an educated
policy dialog but a screaming match.

To be sure, the report stretches quite

a bit. Glenn Beck is no Father Coughlin;
Beck is no anti-Semite — he is actually
remarkably pro-Israel. Beck, at best, is
an opportunist capitalizing on anti-gov-
ernment feelings already present.  

So why should this concern us so
much? Here's why: 

We don't believe in trickle-down eco-
nomics anymore, but we do believe in
trickle down hate. And violence and
intimidation that is practiced against
our government representatives could
soon enough be practiced against us. 

Every Shabbos we pray for the gov-
ernment of the United States. As the
third chapter of the Pirkei Avot notes:
"Pray for the welfare of the govern-
ment, for without fear of governmental
authorities people would swallow each
other alive." A Tea Party rally is no
place for a Jew. Whether you agree or
disagree with his policies, Mr. Obama is
the President of the United States and,
if nothing else, he deserves to com-
mand the respect that we as citizens
owe to that office.

All of this truly makes us wonder
where the Right wing has gone. Leaders
like Sarah Palin, Joe Wilson, and Dick
Cheney are more embarrassing than
inspiring. The conservative movement,
as Sam Tanenhaus writes in The New
Republic, and like punk rock before it,
is dead. This Chanukah we know what
we want: a rebirth.

We want the right to be Right.

Editorial

Losing the right to be Right 
SMAYER FERTIG
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WOODMERE REHABILITATION

& HEALTH CARE CENTER

121 Franklin Place, Woodmere
(516)574-9300

Chanukah Celebated at Chanukah Celebated at 

Woodmere Rehabilitation & Woodmere Rehabilitation & 
Healthcare CenterHealthcare Center

Best Wishes for a 
Happy Chanukah 

from the 
Administration 

and Staff of



Let me see if I get
this straight. The
Salahis are invited by
Congress to chat about
the White House din-
ner they attended and
they're not showing
up, yet they were not
invited to that dinner
and they did show up.
Sounds like typical
Washington to me. And
you wonder why not much gets done
there. People show up where they
are not supposed to be and don't
show up where they are supposed to
be!

I must admit it's disconcerting
that the Secret Service and White
House can't manage a party of 325
people yet the government want to
manage my health care. All I can say
is that I hope they are more success-
ful in keeping unwanted terrorists
out of our country than they are at
keeping uninvited guests out of a
dinner party.

Truth be told, I do not blame
the White House party staff or the
Secret Service. I don't even blame
the Salahis so much. I blame myself.
I could've stopped them. I enabled
them. Not just me, my entire family
knew of this obsession that the
Salahis had in showing up where
they were not invited, and we did
nothing. You see, as soon as this
story broke, I knew their names and
faces looked familiar. I started rum-
maging through old photo albums
and I saw them, clear as day, at my
kindergarten graduation. No, they
were not invited, but I remember the
phone call (there was no e-mail at
that time). My little brother told
them that he would try to wrangle
an invitation to the graduation for

them but that he could
make no promises. They
showed up anyway. We
should have alerted the
authorities right then and
there.

We created a mon-
ster that festered and fes-
tered. There they were,
once again, at my day
school graduation, my bar
mitzvah, my high school

graduation, college and law school
graduations and, I think, even at my
wedding. Though never invited, their
nature, their corrupt nature — the
desire to feel important based on
whom they are seen with, as
opposed to how they see themselves
— controlled their every move. I
can't help but think that if I had noti-
fied the authorities back in 1964
when they crashed my kindergarten
graduation, then perhaps, just per-
haps, I could have  prevented all of
this from happening.

When one becomes a slave to
their nature, their present and future
becomes their past. They become
emotionally immobilized, can rarely
change bad habits, and often are
doomed to repeat the same mis-
takes. A review of their dossier
reveals that this couple has been
involved in this type of activity
before; that indeed this was their
nature.

A few year back I represented a
young man who was divorcing his
wife. While every divorce is sad,
especially when children are
involved, this man's liberation was
well-deserved. Among other items
his soon-to-be ex-wife submitted to
the court were documents indicating
that she would require $96,000 a
year as a clothing expense. This was

in addition to all of the money she
was requesting for rent, food, travel,
and entertainment. She testified that
she was penniless and unable to
work. She further informed the
court that she had applied for public
assistance and that without the
money she was seeking from her
husband she would be unable to
make ends meet.

Documents submitted to the
court indicated that she was attend-
ing the ballet at Lincoln Center twice
a month. My cross-examination of her
unfolded as follows: Mrs. Smith, you
testified that you are still purchasing
clothes at the rate of $96,000 per
year? Yes, she said. And you testified
that you were still attending the ballet
twice a month? Once again she
answered in the affirmative. And you
testified that you applied for welfare?
Yes, was the answer. And when you
applied for welfare did you have to
wait on line? Yes, she said. Was it a
long line? Yes it was, sir, was the
reply. And during that time online did
you have a chance to meet people?
Yes I did, she answered. A lot of peo-
ple, I asked? Once again, she said yes. 

Tell me Mrs. Smith, I asked, of
all those people that you met on the
welfare line, did you ever meet any
of them at the ballet?

She did not answer. She could
not answer. And with that the judge
had heard enough. I had successfully
pointed out to the judge that while
at one time during their marriage
the couple had a great deal of
money, the "good times" were over,
the money had long disappeared,
and there just wasn't any more of it
to support her nature and habit. She
continued to spend even though
there was nothing left to spend. The
judge was not going to obligate my

client, the husband, to
continue to feed the
wife’s self destruc-
tive nature.
Knowing which
parts of our
nature and behav-
ior are change-
able and which
aren't; being cog-
nizant of what parts of
our behavior might be a bit bizarre
but not dangerous as opposed to
quirks that are self-destructive, is
one of the most difficult hairs to split
in our daily lives. Knowing which of
our children's behaviors we should
accept and which behavior patterns
we should move mountains to
change is probably the most difficult
aspect of child rearing.

Some people's nature is so
inherently bad that for the greater
good of society we must give up on
them. Some people's nature is so
inherently good that for society's bet-
terment we should point it out and
emulate them. Let me share with
you a story about someone whose
nature is so good that it should
inspire us to duplicate and replicate
this as often as we can. 

A young woman from these
parts attended the unveiling of the
tombstone of a family friend. At the
conclusion of the ceremony while
everyone else returned to their cars,
this young woman stood for a few
extra moments to recite some
Psalms. Off in the distance, she heard
a woman sobbing. It was a mother
crying over the grave of a son she
had lost many years ago. She
approached this woman, looked over
her shoulder at the stone and real-
ized that his yahrzeit, the anniver-
sary on the Jewish calendar of his

passing, was that day.
There were no

other family
members to con-
sole the grieving
mother; no fami-
ly friends. The
young woman
who had come to

pay her respects at
the unveiling of her

friend’s father, now stood alone with
a total stranger who was weeping
over the grave of her son.
She put her arm around the stranger
and cried with her. In subsequent
conversation it was revealed that
there were no other relatives to
stand with her and comfort her. And
as they had moved to this new com-
munity just months before her hus-
band and son had perished, there
were no friends to shed a tear with
her on her annual pilgrimage. No
one really knew them in their new
community. The initial meeting at
the cemetery between these two
women took place not last month
and not last year but seven years
ago. And every year since, the moth-
er has not had to stand alone; her
new friend accompanies her and
together they shed tears.

In the great debate as to how we
become who we become, some
philosophers say nature, others say
nurture. This young lady's nature
was to nurture. Our nature should
be the same.

David Seidemann is a partner with
the law firm of Seidemann & Mer-
melstein.  He can be reached at
(718) 692-1013 and at ds@lawof-
ficesm.com.

David Seidemann

F R O M  T H E  O T H E R  S I D E  O F  T H E  B E N C H

Your inner nature

The trial of
John Demjanjuk is
underway in Ger-
many. The proceed-
ing will not run
smoothly if for no
other reason than
the advanced age
and failing health of
the man many still
believe to be the
infamous Ivan the
Terrible of Treblinka.

To look for justice at this
point and in this trial is to reach
too high. The trial should be
viewed as an educational tool, a
way to expand our knowledge
and increase world awareness
about the Holocaust. The mass-
es have an interest in learning
about the horrific crimes perpe-
trated during the Holocaust and
trials are more effective tools
than books. That’s not to say
that we should not hope for a
conviction — anything less
feeds into the mantra of Holo-
caust deniers and will do a
tremendous disservice to the
memory of those who perished.
The Holocaust does not lend
itself well to a courtroom situa-
tion. Even the Israelis failed at
offering the necessary proof to
have Demjanjuk convicted. Tes-
timony is emotionally laden and
today, so many years later, eye
witness accounts are very prob-
lematic and more often based
on creative memory than histor-
ical memory. Add to that the

excellence of Soviet
forgers, notorious for
creating archives
filled with false doc-
umentation, which is
what saved Demjan-
juk and why his con-
viction was over-
turned in Israel.

The defense
claimed that he
could not be Ivan the

Terrible of Treblinka because he
was not in Treblinka — he was
in Sobibor. It was a perfect argu-
ment and it was held up by
Israel’s Supreme Court. He did-
n’t murder Jews in Treblinka
because he was a mass murder-
er in Sobibor. The charge was
very specific and when Soviet
archives were opened, reason-
able doubt emerged. Demjanjuk
was returned to Cleveland
where he had been quietly living
for many years. His own defense
was used against him when the
United States accused Demjan-
juk of lying about his past when
he entered the country — and
that is how John Demjanjuk
found himself deported to Ger-
many and why he is now stand-
ing trial.

Today, his argument is that
all Ukrainians who were cap-
tured by the Nazis either served
or were killed. This defense is
both obscene and insulting.
Demjanjuk is blurring the lines
between being a victim and
being a mass murderer.

When Demjanjuk’s trial
opened in Jerusalem, Israelis
were shocked by the amount of
international coverage and local
attendance it generated. The
original venue for the trial was
Beit Ha’am, the location where
Eichmann was tried as the “Man
in the Glass Booth.” In the end,
the much larger Binyanei Ha’u-
ma barely proved large enough
to hold the crowd, many of
whom were high school stu-
dents who skipped school to
come to Jerusalem.

Germany is experiencing a
similar phenomenon. This trial
is stimulating great interest in
Europe among youth who are
curious even though almost
totally ignorant about the Holo-
caust — for them it has always
been a word, not a reality.

Israel put Adolph Eichmann
on trial not to prove the guilt or
innocence of a single person.
Israel put Eichmann on trial for
the purpose of maintaining a
historical and legal record. That
explains why testimony was

given for 14 weeks from April
through August, why 1,500 doc-
uments of evidence were pre-
sented and why 100 prosecution
witnesses were called. The tran-
scripts were volumes and vol-
umes long. Eyewitness testimo-
ny in 1961 from people in their
late twenties and early thirties
was far more reliable than any
testimony that is given today.

When Israel tried Eichmann
they knew what we have forgot-
ten — history cannot be proven
incontrovertibly in a courtroom.

I hope the Germans learned the
lesson of the Eichmann trial, not
the earlier Demjanjuk trial. I
hope that this time John Dem-
janjuk is convicted, but even if
he is not, let this trial serve as
an educational lesson and as a
moral message.    

Micah D. Halpern is a columnist
and a social and political com-
mentator. Read his latest book
THUGS. He maintains The
Micah Report at www.micah-
halpern.com

Micah D. Halpern

I ’ M  T H I N K I N G

Convictions for History
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Cedarhurst - The Eliezer Project
is selling Channukah cards to
raise money for our organization.
If you are interested in purchasing
cards, please contact Esthy
Hersch at 284-2942 or
esthy@eliezerproject.org.

Eat Meadow - The East Meadow
Simcha Chapter of Hadassah will
meet on Monday, December 21 at
7:45 at the East Meadow Library.
Please join us to hear Dalit Ballen-
Horn ,assistant director of the
American Jewish Committee"s
Belfer Center for American
Pluralism. Her topic is "We were
strangers too: Jews and the
Immigration Debate in America".
The library is located at the inter-
section of Front Street and East
Meadow Avenue.

Merrick -  Chabad of Merrick will
be opening its Chanukah
Wonderland, a project of the
Chabad Center for Jewish Life, to
the entire community on Sunday,
December 13th, from 1:30 – 3:00
pm. At the "Clubhouse at the
Merrick Park Golf Course," chil-
dren and adults will experience
Chanukah through intriguing
hands-on activities (i.e. latke mak-
ing, donut decorating, building
menorahs etc.) and creative arts &
crafts at $6 per person or $18 per
family. Following the Chanukah
Wonderland., all are welcome to
join the “Grand Menorah Car
Parade!” at 3:10pm. Led by 2 lim-
ousines provided by Executive
Limousines & Metro Limousine
Service, participants will spread
the light of Chanukah as they
travel caravan style from the
Clubhouse at the Merrick Golf
Course to the Merrick LIRR gazebo
on Sunrise Highway & Merrick Ave.
There they will experience for the
first time ever, the lighting of The
World’s Largest Clics Menorah,
complete with live music,
Chanukah treats and more. For

more information and details on
the Chanukah events, contact
Chani at the Chabad Center for
Jewish Life, (516) 833-3057 or log
on to: www.ChabadJewishLife.org .

Cedarhurst -  The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns is offering
“Introduction To Photoshop”
scheduled for  Monday, December
21, 2009, from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Learn how to use filters, colorize,
crop, resize and reduce  red eye.
Skills are applicable to all photo
programs. To register,  please call
569-6733,  ext. 222.

ONGOING EVENTS

Far Rockaway - Rabbi Eytan
Feiner's Machshavah Shiur in
Sifrei Maharal on Chumash and
Mo'adim for men and women has
resumed. Tuesday evenings from
8:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. at
Congregation Kneseth Israel, 728
Empire Ave., Far Rockaway. For
more information call (718) 327-
0500 or www.whiteshul.com.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns offers "Kids
Corner," a program for special
needs children, on Sundays, from
12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. A light
lunch is provided. For further
information please call 516-569-
6733, ext. 205.

Stony Brook- Sexual abuse and
abduction prevention educational
workshops- Parents for Megan's
Law and The Crime Victims Center
is now offering age appropriate
sexual abuse and abduction pre-
vention educational workshops
for children, teens and adults.
We'll come to your school or com-
munity organization. We've edu-
cated over 50,000 Long Island
children and parents in public and
private schools and in community
organization! Call our Helpline for
more information or to schedule a
workshop today (631)-689-2672

Cedarhurst - The Beis Medrash of
Cedarhurst holds a Flexible

Morning Learning Program Mon.
to Thurs. from 10:30 a.m. until
12:45 p.m. There are shiurim and
chavrusas in Chumash, Gemara,
Halacha and Chovos Halevavos.
Learners may come and go as
they please. The Beis Medrash of
Cedarhurst is located at 504 W.
Broadway (off the corner of W.
Broadway and Cedarhurst Ave.)
Contact Rabbi Moshe Kaufman at
(718) 471-2780
moshehkaufman@gmail.com.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns is offering a
social day program called
"Remember When." This program
is especially designed for memory
enhancement and socialization.
The cost includes a full range of
therapeutic activities, morning
beverage, dessert, and a kosher
lunch. Round-trip door to door
handicapped accessible trans-
portation is available on a limited
basis. Registration is limited to
first come first serve basis to
ensure maximum benefits to each
participant. The program runs on
a summer schedule and meets at
Sons of Israel in Woodmere, For
further information call the JCC at
569-6733.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns hosts a Cards
and Friendship group from 1-3 PM.
Come alone or bring a friend for a
fun afternoon at the JCC. Enjoy
meeting new people, good conver-
sation and challenging games.
Call for fall schedule. For further
information, please call Lisa Stern
at 569-6733 x209.

Woodmere - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns hosts the
Come Alive Program at Sons of
Israel in Woodmere. This pro-
gram provides an opportunity for
home bound older adults to par-
ticipate in social, recreational &
intellectual activities. Kosher
lunch will be provided and door-
to-door transportation is available
on a limited basis. Call for fall
schedule. For further information,
please call Mary Sheffiled x219 or
Linda Balch x211 at 569-6733.

ON THE

Calendar

The next Harry Potter
Future magician Simcha Teich performed card tricks for fathers and sons at Chabad of the Five Towns’
Game Night held on Motza’ei Shabbos, November 21st.  

6 The Jewish Star     December 11, 2009

32
72

95

32
58

74

Holiday Blow Out Sale
SALE EXPIRES 12-26-09

SOX WORLD PLUS

32
65

89

122 Cedarhurst Ave., Cedarhurst

516-295-4404
Open Mon. - Fri. 9:30-5:30 • Sun. 10-5

30% Off
 Ladies
 DKNY
 Lounge Wear

50% Off
  Girls
  Levante Bimba
  Air Skin 80

30% Off
 Ladies
 Nite
 Gowns

50% Off
 Ladies
 Champion
 Jog Bras
 Selected Styles

50% Off
 Girls
 Trim Fit Pantyhose
 Style 7241
 Off Sugg. Retail

25% Off
 Ladies & Girls
 Winter Hair
 Accessories

4/$9.95
 Melas
 Panty Hose
 Style AS 609

2/$5.00
 All Girls
 All Printed
 Cotton Tights

40% Off
  Ladies
  Danskin & Kos
  Exercise Wear



Before the
infamous sale of
Yosef — in
which the role of
Yosef’s brothers
is the subject of
much debate —
Yosef is on a mis-
sion.

Walking
around near
Shechem, looking lost,
Yosef encounters a “man”
(the rabbis identify him as
an angel) who says two
words to him, “Mah
T’vakesh?” — What do you
want? What do you seek?

Yosef’s answer is “I am
looking for my brothers.”
(37:15-16)

It seems like such a
trivial conversation. Q:
What are you looking for?
A: I heard my family was
around here. Can you
direct me to them?

The Kotzker rebbe
said, “You need to know
what you want. The
man/angel was teaching
Yosef that he must con-
stantly express his goals to
himself.”

To take it a step fur-
ther, what should those
goals be? We ought to be
seeking and looking out for
our brothers.

In lieu of sharing com-
ments on this statement
from the commentaries, let
us give our own answers
this week. What do we
want? What do we seek?

I will not presume to
speak for you, but here is
my wishlist.

I want Jews to be left
alone. I want the Jews in
Israel and the rest of the
world to be given a real
chance to honestly live in
peace with their neighbors.
Let each side live and let
live and pursue opportuni-
ties to make our lives bet-
ter — within our commu-
nities and collectively —
without bothering to make
the others’ lives worse.

I just read Will Eisner’s
graphic novel, “The Plot,” a
telling of the never-ending
saga of the proven forgery
of the Protocols of the
Elders of Zion. I wish anti-
Semitism and those who

harbor it will
cease to play a
role in this earth.

“I am
looking [out] for
my brothers.”

I wish
that all those
who are actively
or desperately
seeking to find

and marry “the right per-
son” will be successful in
their search. In the right
time. Sooner rather than
later.

I wish that all those
who are trying to build
families will merit the ben-
efits of G-d’s blessings, so
their child and children
can be born, and ultimate-
ly live beautiful lives hav-
ing “found their brothers.”

I wish that all those
who are looking to find
direction in life — how to
relate to G-d; how to relate
to people; what profession
to choose; where to live;
what kind of lifestyle to
lead; and how to come to
peace with choices and deci-
sions, will find all of these
and more in their efforts to
make their lives the best
that G-d will give them.

“I am looking for my
brothers.”

Let all Jews accept
that we may have differ-
ences in the ways we
observe, worship, and
believe. Let us also agree
that every Jew was born
with a holy soul who
yearns to come close to the
Divine in some way, and
that there is room for each
person to find a way that
works for the individual.

And that there will
never be “one way” that
works for everyone. And
that intolerance —
whether it be of the right
for the left, or of the left
for the right — will never
be a good ingredient in
promoting “Ahavat chi-
nam.” And that our politi-
cal beliefs — whether they
are in politics themselves
or religious politics —
should remain hotbeds for
debate but should not
resort to personal differ-
ences, hatred and invec-

tive.
The chips on the

shoulders would do us all a
lot of good if they were
cast away into a fireplace
to warm our cold hearts
which have ceased to care
enough about one another.

Chanukah is a widely
marked holiday in the
American Jewish commu-
nity. This is most likely due
to the commercialization of
the “holiday season,”
which allows many Ameri-
cans to get in touch with a
religious side, no matter
how secularly they may
observe their respective
holidays.

This is an opportunity
to open new and positive
relationships with our
neighbors. All Jews who
put a menorah in the win-
dow “come out of the clos-
et” over this holiday. Some
of us know more and some
know less about the
national, historical and
social significance of the
holiday. The laws related
to the menorah are essen-
tially the only laws of the
holiday — the most impor-
tant one being “publicizing
the miracle.” Not everyone
knows the significance of
the defeat of the “many in
the hands of the few.”

If we can be like Yosef,
however, who, despite
knowing full well that his
brothers did not like him,
actively sought them out,
to be in their presence, to
make peace, we will only
benefit from the experi-
ence.

Chanukah falls in the
beginning of winter, when
the nights are longer and
darker than they are all
year. Ironically, the lights
of the menorah cannot be
used to light up the room
— they are only to be lit
for us to look at, so we
might draw inspiration.

Let us all be inspired
to seek out our brothers,
no matter how far they (or
we) may seem to be.

Questions or comments?
Contact Rabbi Avi Billet  at
newsroom@thejewishstar
.com

P A R S H A T  V A Y E S H E V  

Searching for 
our brothers

Rabbi Avi Billet
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“Thi s letter of appreciation is 
being sent to express my total and 
complete satisfaction for the care, 
concern and demands for per-
fection even beyond that of the 
patient. From the beginning of my 
procedures the personal touch of 
each of the doctors and staff there 
extended to me created a degree 
of confidence that is rare. I can-
not express to you my satisfaction 
and appreciation exept to tell you 
that I am smiling a lot more these 
days.”

- J. Johnson

5 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
 Massapequa Park • Rego Park • 41st & Madison Ave • Scarsdale • Wall Street

212.269.9500
www.ContemporaryDentalImplantCentre.com

Open
Sundays

FREE
Consultation

25 Years’ Experience

SPECIALMUST BRING COUPON
ON FIRST VISIT

$395+

DENTAL
IMPLANT

POST
$445

+
CROWN
$660

Total
Cost

$1,500

(Nobel Biocare ONLY $100 add’l)

Teeth Whitening
$350

($800 Value)
Brightens your teeth up to 

10 shades in 1 hour!
Maintenance Kit $135

Invisible Braces
$500 Off
The Clear Alternative to Braces

DENTAL IMPLANTS 
don’t have to be expensive 
TO BE THE BEST!

DENTAL IMPLANTS 
don’t have to be expensive 
TO BE THE BEST!

Oil & Natural Gas Service & Supply
Call: (516) 763-1400 www.OSIcomfort.com

Nothing beats the warmth of family traditions. At OSI Comfort Specialists, 
we have our own special tradition of caring for your comfort system and your 
family’s needs for over 75 years. We understand that your fuel deliveries need 
to be made before candle lighting or Erev Yom Tov … and that your Saturday 
evening service call means you may have been without heat throughout Shabbat.  
We install and service only the best brands, and promise you’ll speak with a 
“live” employee on the phone 24 hours a day. You can rely on OSI and the Levi 
family for total comfort – from heating and air conditioning, to air and water 
puri!cation, and plumbing. Call to !nd out about our new customer specials. 

31
75

65

TO ADVERTISE IN
THE JEWISH STAR CALL 516-632-5205 X. 4



the students who had accom-
panied him. That was when
Wiesenberg spoke up. 

“You're a disgrace!” he
exclaimed.

The two exchanged barbs
for the next minute and near-
ly came to blows. Barron told
Wiesenfeld to “shut up” and
that he was a “sickening
racist,” before Wiesenberg left
the tent where the ceremony
occurred. 

“I was about to take him
down,” said Wiesenfeld, who
was held back by a fellow
trustee, “I was trained to
fight. A bully is brave until
you come at him physically.”

Wiesenfeld considered it
a moral victory, he said.

Barron claimed to be
livid that the ceremony did
not recognize his role or that
of students, in the construc-
tion of the building, Fiterman
Hall. 

“Since I've come into
office, I've been fighting for
Fiterman Hall,” he explained.
“I've been fighting for Fiter-
man hall for eight years.” 

Barron had nothing to do
with the building, Weisenfeld
said. It was completed with a
gift from the Fiterman family
and grants from the city and
state. Furthermore, Wiesen-
feld added, by moving his
chair Barron had blocked the
view of one of the main
donors.

“He [Barron] sits on the
commitee, but it was up to
the mayor and the chancel-
lors,” Wiesenfeld explained.
“He's a figure head and an
incompetent figurehead at
that.”

Another CUNY trustee
who asked not to be named
confirmed Wiesenfeld's
account and confirmed that
Barron had little to do with
the project. 

“It's grandstanding and I
can fully understand why Jeff
was upset with the manipula-
tive ways of Councilman Bar-
ron. Once a Black Panther

always a Black Panther,” the
trustee said.

Wiesenfeld worked in
government for over twenty
years before joining the
finance industry. He worked
for former mayors Koch and
Giuliani and former governor
Pataki. His past disagree-
ments with Barron occurred
during the Giuliani adminis-
tration. 

“He's among the worst
black anti-Semites,” Wiesen-
feld explained. “He gratu-
itously goes to Gaza. He
makes comments about want-
ing to slap white people. He
brought [in] Robert Mugabe
[of Zimbabwe] who probably
killed more black people than
the leader of Sudan. He [Bar-
ron] is like a black storm
trooper.” 

Barron laughed off the
accusations. 

“I don't have an anti-
Semitic bone in my body. Nor
a racist bone in my body. I
speak out against racism, I
don't practice it,” he said.

Barron claimed to have
heard of Wiesenfeld only once
before but said he was certain
Wiesenfeld was a racist. Bar-
ron cited an old New York
Post report in which a long-
time Satmar community
activist, Isaac Abraham,
claimed that Wiesenfeld had
called blacks “savages” and
Chasidic Jews “thieves.” The
allegations were brought up
during Wiesenfeld's confirma-
tion hearings for the CUNY
Board in 1999 but remain
uncorroborated. 

Wiesenfeld was con-
firmed to the Board of
Trustees by a vote of 58-2. 

When Wiesenfeld advo-
cated ending remedial
instruction in CUNY and
instead requiring students to
attend high school classes in
order to catch up, Barron
described the plan as “ethnic
cleansing,” according to
Wiesenfeld.

Barron initially denied
ever saying that but then
admitted that he wasn't sure. 

“I said so much stuff, I'm

not sure. But I know the point
I was trying to make, they
were trying to make it diffi-
cult for people of color to get
into institutions. I felt that the
standards were racist and
would have a disproportion-
ate impact.” 

The educational stan-
dards were raised and since
then, Wiesenfeld maintained,
the number of black and
minority students in the
CUNY system has increased.

Barron is no stranger to
controversy. The former Black
Panther has been a lightning
rod in the City Council since
his election. In 2002 he host-
ed Zimbabwean president
Robert Mugabe who was
blamed by the United Nations
for starving his country's pop-
ulation. In 2004, he was criti-
cized for suggesting that he
felt the need to go up to a
“white person” and “slap him,
just for my mental health.”
Barron also sought to have a
street named after the late
demagogue Sonny Carson
and has been criticized by the
Anti-Defamation League for
supporting a Hamas charity. 

Barron said he has sent a
letter to Benno Schmidt Jr.,
chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the City University
of New York, seeking to have
Wiesenfeld removed. 

Wiesenfeld is apparently
unconcerned. 

“Coming from anyone
that would be a grievous
insult and prompt self-reflec-
tion; coming from a person
who is a paragon of racism
and anti-Semitism and dis-
similation and just plain evil
like Charles Barron, it's like
Alice in Wonderland. It's the
opposite, it's a compliment,”
he said. “Sonny Carson will
come back to life before he
gets me dismissed.”

Wiesenfeld and Barron
will be holding dueling rallies
to have the other removed
from their respective position. 

Questions or comments? Con-
tact Michael Orbach at mor-
bach@thejewishstar.com

passenger safety technician.   
Three families with multiple

car seats came to the first car seat
check in October; three more came
in November, Hoffacker said. Thirty
minutes is allocated for each car
seat check. Hoffacker assesses the
seat, to be sure it’s safe and is the
correct restraint system for the age,
height and weight of the child.  

“Sometimes it’s the wrong
seat,” said Hoffacker. 

The program is intended to
teach parents how to install car
seats properly. 

“Parents do it hands on,” he
said. “If they have to move the car
seat they have to know how to do it
to keep their children safe, so we’re
teaching parents how to do it. Peo-
ple always appreciate help. It’s great
that they come. Sometimes they
have a major mistake, sometimes a
minor mistake, even if they read the
manual — it’s written to too high a
level. Kids are at risk of injury.”

The criteria for a restraint sys-
tem, he said, included the “right
seat for the child based on height
and weight, the system fits tightly in
the car” and “within the family’s
budget.” Hoffacker also said that
families can come with or without
the children. 

“There is a benefit when the
child is there, we can see how the
straps fit, but they don’t have to.
I’ve checked a lot of car seats in my
day. The seats should be adjusted
depending on what the child wears,
summer to winter.” He also noted
that current car seats absorb more
energy in a crash than those six to
eight years old and that restraints
over six years old should be
replaced. He also said that one
should not buy car seats second-
hand since they can’t vouch for their
safety and may have been in an
accident, have a hairline fracture,
and will not be safe.

Hoffacker has worked for the
past 20 years with children with
special needs at a children’s hospi-
tal, and saw the effects of accidents,
including brain injuries and organ
damage, first-hand. “The worst is
when a child is not restrained at
all,” he said. “They sustain very,
very serious injuries. When a boost-

er seat is not used the lap belt is on
the belly and the shoulder belt is on
the face.  Those children get organ
damage from seat belt syndrome
when the lap portion is on the
stomach and can slice them and do
a lot of organ damage. They can get
sliced in the neck or a burn” from
the shoulder belt on the face.  He
also recommended that short adults
adjust seat belts since these hazards
apply to them as well.

“It’s a perfect opportunity,” said
Chaya Sheinman of Cedarhurst, one
of the parents who came for the car
seat check.  “I’ve done it before in
two other places. It’s convenient
that it’s in the neighborhood. It was
very helpful and informative. He
also fixed something that had to be
adjusted.”

Hoffacker stressed the impor-
tance of the booster seat. “It boosts
them so the seat belt is on the hips
and shoulder,” he explained. “It’s
surprising that parents don’t know
how it works. The child is being
restrained by the seat belt; they are
just boosted into the correct posi-
tion.”

“The law is just about age,” he
said. Children up to age four must
be in a car seat but over 40 pounds
may be in a booster seat.  A child is
now required to be in some form of
safety restraint up to age eight, a
safety seat, harness, vest or booster
seat attached with the vehicle seat
belt system. A child over four foot
nine inches in height and weighing
more than 100 pounds may use the
seat belt provided that the child can
sit straight up against the seat back
with his knees bent properly over
the seat edge. The lap belt should fit
snuggly across the upper thighs and

the shoulder belt snuggly across the
chest and shoulder but not touch
the throat.

“Sometimes people are born
with disabilities and sometimes dis-
abilities happen,” noted Jonathan
Cooper, Kulanu’s Director of Inclu-
sion and Community Support Ser-
vices.  He said that this is a “preven-
tion program” and inclusionary, to
dispel the notion that Kulanu is only
“a special needs program” and that
this provides a service to the com-
munity at large. 

Aside from the safety issue,
those who do not comply with
existing restraint laws will be fined.  

“Mothers including myself take
things for granted and you should-
n’t,” said Marci Kramer of
Lawrence, another parent who
came for a car seat evaluation.
“Just as you don’t let a child run
across the street, you should take
precautions and have a child sit in a
booster seat.”

Mothers aren’t the only ones
coming in though.

“Sometimes the dads call,” said
Hoffacker. “I actually checked one
State Assembly person going to pick
the baby up from the hospital. He
said, ‘my wife said if I don’t get this
car seat checked I’ll be in big trou-
ble.’’” 

To make an appointment con-
tact Mark Hoffacker at (516) 569-
3083 ext. 136 or
mark@kulanukids.org.  For more
information on child safety laws go
to www.thejewishstar.com

Questions or comments? 
Contact Malka Eisenberg at 
newsroom@thejewishstar.com

GREAT NECK MAN TAKES ON RACE BAITER
Continued from Page One

CHILD SAFETY SEAT LAW CHANGES IN NYS
Continued from Page One

Photo by Penny Frondelli
Mark Hoffacker with Cheryl Sheinman.
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Sale Dates: December 13-18
Located in Gourmet Glatt Emporium

137 Spruce St., Cedarhurst
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516-569-2662

CHANUKAH SPECIALS
Ask for Mario or Judy at the Fish Counter

READYREADY
TO HEAT TO HEAT 

& EAT& EAT

SALMON SALMON 
FILLETFILLET

(Cheaper than Costco)(Cheaper than Costco)

SALMON SALMON 
BURGERSBURGERS
$$889999

LB.

SEAFOOD SEAFOOD 
SALADSALAD

FREE GRILLING
On Sunday & Friday

FAMILY FAMILY 
PACKPACK

BREADED BREADED 
FLOUNDERFLOUNDER

FILLETFILLET
$$664499

LB.
$$889999

LB.

$$889999
LB.
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Steven Jacobson–Owner

FI
SS EQUIPMENT CE

FI
TN

ESS EQUIPMENT CENTER
SERVICE 

WITH 
A SMILE

ELLIPTICALS
TREADMILLS

INDOOR BIKES
& A WHOLE
LOT MORE

South Shore BicycleSouth Shore Bicycle
& Fitness Equipment& Fitness Equipment

COMPETITIVEPRICES

1067 Broadway • Woodmere
516-374-0606 • SouthShoreBicycle.com

Talk’n’Save

1-866-825-5672
Call Today!

Israel China EU

Modem

WorldUSA UK

Students

SIM

Car Kit Virtual #

GPS

Talk'n'Save phone rentals for Israel & the whole world
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are many who believe the
Israeli government is making
an enormous blunder by
freeing hundreds of arch ter-
rorists with blood on their
hands. Yet they, too, will
ultimately celebrate with the
Shalit family and sincerely
wish them mazal tov, while
maintaining their belief that
it is wrong to pay this price.

We all know the
extreme dangers involved in
this exchange. It is madness.
The chances of renewed ter-
rorist attacks and kidnap-
pings are very high. It is irre-
sponsible.  

We are aware of the
risks to our children, our sol-
diers and our own lives in
letting wild beasts such as
Marwan Barghouti go free.
These murderers will no
doubt continue to do every-
thing in their power to kill as
many of us as possible. We
are courting disaster by
allowing them to go free.

And still, we will sleep
more soundly and our collec-
tive mood will improve
when this one Jewish soldier
is brought home. 

Why this madness of
ignoring all the risks
involved? Why this insane
exchange? Because we are
Jews, and one Jewish boy
will be able to come home to
his parents and his people.
Nothing more than that. It’s
what we are all about. Am
Yisrael Chai!  This is the
unmatched, mad victory of
Jewish compassion. It is
what makes us special.
Though we know it is asking
for trouble and we’re shoot-
ing ourselves in the foot, and
perhaps it is even forbidden,
still, we can’t help it. We are
overwhelmed by our love for
one Jewish soldier, and all
logic is suspended. Our
moral grandeur, our
neshomos compel us to do
this. Why? Because all of us
are his parents and parental
love knows neither bound-
aries nor reasoning.         

The world will not
understand. It will label us
crazy. Why free hundreds of
bloodthirsty terrorists for the
release of one soldier? Any
civilized, self-respecting

nation would sacrifice this
soldier for the sake of
national security. So why do
the Jews do this? No one
can see any justification for
this suicidal exchange. There
must be a reason why Jews
punish themselves in this
manner. It can’t be just the
love for one soldier. So what
can it be? Theories abound,
but no one will ever compre-
hend it. No one, that is,
besides the Jews. We under-
stand. It is the mysterious
Jewishness that makes us do
this. It is this madness that
has kept us alive for nearly
4000 years. Every Jewish
child is all of Israel and
more.

Sure, many of us say
that we need to enter Gaza,
destroy Hamas and bring
Gilad out, whatever the
price. We judge the Israeli
government as weak for not
doing so. And we may well

be right. But nobody should
argue that we give up on
Gilad for the sake of securi-
ty. It’s just not Jewish, and
we don’t do that. No son will
be left behind, not even
dead! We are prepared to
risk our lives and the lives of
our children for him. Why?
Because we are Jews and we
speak another language.     

To be a Jew is utterly
inconvenient. We pay a high
price to live as Jews. We
must be exalted to be nor-
mal. We live in spite of peril.
Our very existence is the
refusal to surrender to nor-
malcy. In that way, we can
serve mankind and teach the
world what needs to be done
to secure the life of one
human being. Perhaps one
day the world will hear and
become mad and eternal,
like us.

Continued from Page One

Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit who has been held hostage by Hamas for
over three years.

I N  M Y  V I E W

We refuse to surrender 
to normalcy
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Ask for: Sheila, Sales & Leasing Consultant,  866-696-4927 x149

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

New Car Showroom:
866-696-4927

Pre-Owned Showroom:
888-876-6892

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 12pm-5pm   On-Site Parking

700 Sunrise Highway, Rockville Centre, NY 11570

www.LexusofRVC.com
A U T H O R I Z E D 

L E X U S  D E A L E R 

a division of 

www.NYAutoGIANT.com

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

*Tax, tags & DMV fees additional. Lease specials subject to Lexus Financial Service with very 
good credit (730 credit score). Lessee responsible for maintenance, repairs, excess wear, tear 25 
cents per mile over 10k miles/year. Purchase option available. Total payments: HS250h=$13,644; 
IS250=$12,564; ES350=$14,004; RX350=$16,884; GS350=$20,124. Pictures for illustration 
purposes only. Offer expires January 4, 2010.

*Tax, tags & DMV fees additional. Pictures are for illustration purposes only.   
Offer expires January 4, 2010. 

Long Island’s  
Finest Selection of  

Certified Pre-Owned  
Lexus Vehicles

The all-new 2010 HS250h

$379*

Auto, 
MSRP: 

$36,220.

Lease per mo. 36 mos.

$379 . . . . . .First Month Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$0 . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2,575. . . . . . . . . .Down Payment

*$3,654 . . . . . . . . .Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score. 
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

Lease per mo. 36 mos.

All-new  

2010 
ES350

Lease per mo. 36 mos.

$389*$349*Auto,  
6-Cyl, Leather 

MSRP: $36,560.

$349 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2,700. . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment

*$3,749. . . . . . . . . . . .Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

$389. . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2,700. . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment

*$3,789. . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

Auto, 6-Cyl,  
Leather, Sunroof, 

All Power, CD
MSRP: $36,730.

All-new  
2010 

IS250

Lease per mo. 36 mos.

All-new  

2010 
GS350

Lease per mo. 36 mos.

$559*$469*Auto,  
 MSRP: $41,307.

$469 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2,475 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment

*$3,644 . . . . . . . . . . .Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

$559. . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2,999. . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment

*$4,258. . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

Auto,  
MSRP: $49,955.

All-new  
2010 

RX350

G o i n g  o n  n o w  —  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  t i m e .

JUST A SAMPLE OF OUR HUGE SELECTION.

AWD, Automatic  

Introducing the All-New
2010 LS460

Financing available for up to 36 months to qualified buyers with excellent 
credit (750+ fico) on 2009 IS250 & ES350 with no down payment.0.9%

2009 ES350
Automatic,  6 Cyl, Leather, Sunroof,  
All Power, CD       MSRP: $37,920*

2009 IS250
AWD  Automatic, 
6 Cyl,  Leather   MSRP: $36,020*

LS430/460

’07 LS460L  Auto, Platinum, 
Nav, 28k  mi.

’07 LS460  Auto, Black Sapphire, 
Navigation, CERTIFIED, 33k mi.

’07 LS460  Auto, Smokey Granite,  
Nav, CERTIFIED, 44k mi.

’08 LS460   Auto, Obsidian Black, 
Nav, 39k mi.

‘06 LS430 Navigation  
23k mi.,  Stock# U4734P

Was $36,988..............................  $32,988*
NOW

IS250

’07 IS250  Auto, Flint Mica, 
CERTIFIED, 12k mi. 

’07 IS250  Auto, Black Sapphire, 24k mi. 
‘08 IS250 Auto, White, 14k mi.

‘08 IS250 Auto, Black, Nav, 
CERTIFIED, 24k mi.

‘06 IS250AWD  
56k mi.,  Stock# U4677P

Was $26,988 ..............................  $23,988*
NOW

ES300/350

’06 ES330  Auto, White, 
CERTIFIED, 44k mi.

’07 ES350  Auto, Black, Nav, 
CERTIFIED, 17k mi.

’07 ES350  Auto, Moonshell Mica, Nav, 
CERTIFIED, 24k mi.

’08 ES350  Auto, Gray, 
CERTIFIED, 9k mi.
’09 ES350 Auto, 

Obsidian Black, 5k mi.

‘05 ES330 CERTIFIED, 
Navigation, 20k mi. Stock# U4851T

Was $25,988 ..............................  $23,988*
NOW

GS300/350

’06 GS300   Auto, Obsidian Black 
CERTIFIED, 16k mi.

’07 GS350   Auto, Smokey Granite, Nav, 
CERTIFIED, 29k mi.

’07 GS350  Auto, Granite, Nav, 
CERTIFIED, 30k mi.

‘06 GS300AWD 
 47k mi., Stock# U4838P

Was $29,988 ..............................  $25,988*
NOW

GX470

‘05 GX470 

’06 GX470  Auto, Blizzard Pearl, 
Nav, CERTIFIED, 26k mi.

’06 GX470 Auto, Black, CERTIFIED, 
Nav, DVD, 26k mi.

’07 GX470 Auto, Blizzard Pearl, 
CERTIFIED, Nav, 41k mi.

 Auto, Blizzard 
Pearl, Nav, DVD, 

56k mi., Stock# U4835P

Was $32,988..............................  $30,988*
NOW

RX330/350

’05 RX330  Auto, Breakwater, 69k mi.
’07 RX350  Auto, White, Nav, 35k mi.

’07 RX350   Auto, Savannah Gold, 
Nav, CERTIFIED, 17k mi.

’08  RX350  Auto, Black, 
CERTIFIED, 29k mi.

’09 RX350   Auto, White, 
CERTIFIED, 15k mi.

’09 RX350   Auto, Silver, 
CERTIFIED, Nav, 5k mi.

‘04 RX330 AWD  CERTIFIED 
62k mi., Stock# U4748P

Was $21,988 ...............................  $18,988*
NOW
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NOW BROADCASTING IN OUR 28TH YEAR!   

TALKLINE WITH ZEV BRENNER
AMERICA’S LEADING JEWISH RADIO & TV PROGRAM

“THE JEWISH BROADCAST CONNECTION”

212-7691925
1-866-JEWISH RADIO

info@talklinecommunications.com
Listen Online Anytime: Talklinecommunications.com

RADIO:
SATURDAY NIGHTS                 
12 MIDNIGHT – 2 AM                 
WMCA 570 AM

MON- THURS
9 PM – 10 PM   
WSNR 620 AM 
SUNDAYS 8AM, 12NOON & 6PM
THURSDAYS 8PM
JLTV NATIONWIDE (Including)
TIME WARNER NY CHANNEL 120

DIRECT TV Channel 366                         
TIME WARNER’S CA (including L.A.) Ch.177

online: www.jltv.com
SUNDAYS 9-10AM 3-4PM

FRIDAYS   11AM 12NOON
TIME WARNER MANHATTAN CH. 35

Other TALKLINE COMMUNICATIONS SHOWS:
MON-THU 7PM - 1AM WSNR 620 AM
SAT NIGHTS 10PM - 3AM WMCA 570 AM
SUN NIGHTS 12MID - 1 AM WSNR 620 AM

SUNDAYS  2PM - 5PM • FRIDAYS 8 am - NOON
TIME WARNER MANHATTAN CH.35

TV:
SUNDAYS 11PM – MIDNIGHT    
WRNN. CH. 48 METRO NY 
STATIONS INCLUDE:                         
CABLEVISION CH. 19
TIME WARNER CH. 91
RCN CH. 16
FIOS
DIRECT TV. CH. 62
DISH TV CH. 8116

For more information on all of Talkine’s radio & TV programs contact:
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B Y  D A V I D  B E N K O F  

Across 
1 Kind of traffic 
5 Gad or Dan 
10 The “M” in Einstein’s famous
equation 
14 Down-to-earth 
15 Actress Hunt (“Twister”) 
16 Ice house (var.) 
17 Armchair athlete’s channel 
18 Observes the Sabbath 
19 Largest Mariana Island 
20 “A Rugrats ___” 
22 It can be sat 
23 Half of a ballroom dance 
24 Superman’s symbol 
25 Butcher’s offering 
26 Get a glimpse of 
28 One kind of chazer 
30 JFK info 
31 Dispense carefully 
32 Dan Glickman’s st. 

33 Glen Campbell’s “___  Little
Kindness” 
34 “The ___ Guest” by Eric A.
Kimmel 
37 Eyebrow shape 
40 Job Joe Lieberman wanted 
41 Myanmar, formerly 
45 Prince in the comics, for
short 
46 Author Jonathan Safran ___
(“Everything is Illuminated”) 
47 Creature’s home, in film 
48 ___ d’etre 
50 Former def. acronym 
51 Retired speedster 
52 Secret ___ (Anne Frank hide-
away) 
53 7000-word Wikipedia entry 
56 Anti-Semitism, e.g. 57 Her-
mit 
58 One way from Moscow to Tel
Aviv 
60 “And giving ___, up the
chimney ...” 
61 Lauder born Josephine

Mentzer 
62 Prima donna 
63 Furnishes with workers 
64 Pre-statehood gang 
65 Actor Penn (“Milk”) 

Down 
1 Three for Sophia 
2 Rabbinical thinker Abraham
Joshua ___ 
3 Rabbi Samson Hirsch’s middle
name 
4 Wrist bone 
5 Fencing move 
6 Makes a big stink 
7 “Casablanca” heroine 
8 It often comes before Shalom 
9 Halves of ems 
10 “Not by ___, and not by
power” 
11 Victorian Jewish author
Grace 
12 Hebrews’ condition in Egypt 

13 Island near Singapore 
21 Not o’er 
22 Big ___, California 
23 Apr. 15th advisor 
25 It might hold some Kedem 
27 Jewish mayor of New York,
1978-1989 
28 Holocaust historian Yehuda 
29 Working in a mess 
32 Baby bouncer 
33 Hood 
35 Bard’s home 
36 One way to be taken? 
37 Religious Zionist rabbi Shapi-
ra (1914-2007) 
38 Israeli city, literally “fresh” 
39 He appointed Breyer to the
Supreme Court 
42 Canadian Supreme Court
Justice Abella 
43 Kind of Israeli settlement 
44 Aardvark entree 
46 Everett ___ (noted translator
of the Hebrew Bible) 
47 Actress Bacall 

49 Literal meaning of “zeraim”
(first section of the Mishnah) 
50 Contemptuous smile 
53 Monty Hall, e.g. 
54 Initial stake 
55 Sneakers brand 

57 Historic Jewish neighbor-
hood in NYC 
59 PC linking system

Answers will appear next week

The Jerusalem Post Crossword Puzzle 
“HOWEVER YOU SPELL IT’ 

Last Week’s Answers

Shalhevet goes to Harvard
Leah Rosenblatt (pictured above with her students), the Hebrew
and Arabic teacher at Shalhevet, attended Marhaba!, a confer-
ence about teaching Arabic held his past November in Harvard.
The conference was funded by the US Department of Education
and Rosenblatt was the only Jew among 22 Arabic teachers.
Rosenblatt described the conference as “an extraordinary cultur-
al experience,” and says she is using what she learnt at the con-
ference to supllement the current Israeli curriculum she uses.  

Students from Stella K. Abrahams High School for
Girls will be competing against Long Island Lutheran
High School students in the first round of The Challenge,
an award-winning high school quiz show that has a
10,000 dollar prize. 

The first round will air on December 20th, at 6:30
P.M. on Cabelvisions iO channel and The Challenge will
also repeat on News 12 Long Island on Saturday and
Sunday evenings at 6:30 PM and 9:30 PM. 

Representing Stella K. Abraham High School for
Girls will be Emily Feldman, Kimberly Hay (team alter-
nate), Leah Khukhashvili (team captain), Zissy Turner
and Beth Weinstein. The academic advisor is Michael
Fiedler. 

184 high schools will be participating with the goal
of becoming the Tri-State Challenge Champion; aside
from the $10,000 dollar prize, each team member that
competes in the final round wins $500. More informa-
tion on The Challenge, including standings, statistics and
short contestant bios, is available on www.power-
tolearn.com.  

SKA to 
compete on

The Challenge
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B Y  M I C H A E L O R B A C H

Ohel, at age 40 America’s
largest Jewish social service
agency, has gotten a facelift. 

Formerly known as Ohel-
Beis Ezra, Ohel has changed its
logo and tagline. New ads fea-
ture a sleek re-branding of the
organization and a new motto:
“Elevating lives everyday.” 

“There’s no question that
the brand is a well-recognized
brand in the community,” said
Ohel’s director of communica-
tions, Derek Saker, “but it’s actu-
ally the association of what we
do where there’s a disconnect.
People know of Ohel but they
inevitably associate it with foster
care.” The new logo was
designed by Red Rooster
Designs, an Arkansas-based
firm, and features a man “uplift-
ing” himself to complete the
word “Ohel.”

The new branding cam-
paign, according to Saker, is an
attempt to truly “articulate”
what Ohel does. 

“The organization does not
treat only those in crisis or those
facing a major disability, but
also typical people, day-to-day
people who are going through
any number of challenges,
whether marital issues, relation-
ship issues or losing one’s job.”

The new branding features
distinct colors for the different
segments of the organization:
Ohel Mental Health, Ohel Insti-
tute for Training, Ohel Foster
Care, Ohel Lifetime Care, and
Ohel Bais Ezra.

Aside from the two best-
known areas of Ohel’s work,
Saker described the other
aspects of the organization.
Ohel Mental Health works with
individuals suffering from men-

tal illnesses, both severe and
minor. The Institute for Training
organizes workshops and semi-
nars throughout the year for
educators and families of chil-
dren with disabilities.

“The Lifetime Care Founda-
tion...basically answers the
question for kids with disabili-
ties whose parents are moving
on to the next world and [are]
concerned what will happen,” to
the children after the parents
are gone, said Saker. 

The new motto replaces
“Everyone needs a family,” a
change that reflects Ohel’s dif-
ferent areas of service, Saker
said. 

“Whether a woman is a vic-
tim of domestic violence, or an
adult with a developmental dis-
ability... That’s what we do on a
daily basis,” Saker explained.
“We’re not an organization that
provides one summer camp a
year. We’re elevating lives every
day.”

Elie Rosenfeld, CEO of
Joseph Jacobs Advertising,
praised the new look. 

“The rounded Sans-serif
type in the logo gives a much
more contemporary, modern
feel,” he said. “Color coding all
those different divisions allows
Ohel to be the overall umbrella
yet gives an identity to each.”  

Saker admitted that due to
the financial climate, Ohel will
not be do much advertising for
the new branding, instead com-
bining the effort with Ohel’s for-
tieth anniversary celebration. 

“It never was going to be a
billboard campaign like a
rebranding of Nike.” 

Perhaps taking a page from
the venerable sneaker company,
Ohel’s new logo does feature its
own copyrighted swoosh.

New look,
same Ohel 

Jewish social service agency updates its brand

Friendship Cirlce
Chabad of West Hempstead’s Friendship Circle made pizzas at
EJ’s Too on Hempstead Avenue, and then wrapped Chanukah gifts
for children in Israel. Friendship Circle pairs local teens with chil-
dren who have special needs. 

Photo by Andrew Vardakis

Chanukah in Long Beach
Each year the Warshaw family on Boyd Street in Long Beach celebrates the Festival of Lights
by decorating their home in vibrant blue and white lights. Dubbed the Chanukah House, home-
owner Mindy Warshaw said the lights bring happiness and joy.
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When Daniel and Beth Teit-
elbaum moved to their home on
Avenue T and East 63rd in
Brooklyn’s Mill Basin section six
years ago they continued a fam-
ily tradition begun in their pre-
vious home. Now the couple
and their children, Ariel, 15, a
student at Shulamith High
School and Benny, 8, who
attends Yeshiva of Belle Harbor,
are used to seeing cars stop
short outside to take in the
unusual sight of a home exten-
sively lit to announce the mira-
cle of Chanukah to the world. 

Last year’s display was ded-
icated to Rabbi Gavriel and
Rivkah Holtzberg and the other
victims of the Mumbai terror
attacks.

The mostly handmade dec-
orations include a sign wishing
passersby a “Chanukah
Sameach,” giant dreidels, a five-
foot high menorah; even a pro-
jector beaming a Chanukah
image below the roofline. 

Where Chanukah stops traffic

Photos by Mayer Fertig
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LAST MINUTE GIFT IDEAS
MMeeeett  RReebbeeccccaa,,  tthhee  llaatteesstt  iinn

tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  GGiirrll  ddoollll  ccoomm--
ppaannyy’’ss  hhiissttoorriiaall  sseerriieess. In
nine-year-old Rebecca
Rubin’s world the year is
1914 — she’s growing up
on the Lower East Side in
New York City. There are
even a number of Jewish
holiday-related accessories
such as the menorah, drei-
del and Chanukah gelt
set, and the items in the
photo at left. Rebecca
doesn’t come cheap —
$114 for the doll, a book
with her history and back
story, and accessories. The
entire kit and kaboodle — the
Rebecca doll and all the avail-
able accessories (matching win-
ter coats for doll and owner, for
instance) will set you back
some $580 plus tax.

TToooottssiiee  RRoollllss??  YYeepp,,  yyoouu  bbeett.. The famous chocolate candy is
finally kosher — newly under the supervision of the Orthodox
Union. The kosher packages will begin distribution in the next few
weeks bearing a standard OU symbol. Also becoming kosher are
other Tootsie Roll-related products: Frooties, Tootsie Fruit Rolls, and
DOTS. For those who remember the 1980’s, finally Jewish children
everywhere will be able to tell you how many licks it takes to get to
the center of a Tootsie Roll pop. 

Finally, something
just for oblivious parents
in Jewish families to
throw away while clean-
ing  the attic or the
basement. From the
American Jewish Histori-
cal Society comes the
JJeewwiisshh  MMaajjoorr  LLeeaagguueerrss
““RReeccoorrdd  SSeetttteerrss””  eeddiittiioonn
of their Jewish baseball
cards. Featuring Marquis,
Youkilis and others — the
50 cards focus on histori-
cal record-setters as well
as updates on current
players, highlights of the
‘08 season, career leaders,
and all-time roster. Kids!
Beware of Pesach clean-
ing. 

See GIFTS, Page 15 32
57
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covenant, it’s a fetish.” 
Campbell shambles

onstage appearing every bit a
Chassid: long beard, black
hat and rekel (long, black
coat), and carrying what he
calls his chassidishe briefcase
— a plastic bag with Hebrew

lettering on it. 
“You spend $3,000 on a

fur hat, but you can’t buy a
canvas bag?” he laments. 

Campbell claims he is
actually not a Chassid. “I’m
not charedi: I’m wearing a
blue shirt!” he pointed out. 

Campbell began life as
Christopher Campbell. Born

to a lapsed Catholic family
(or in his words during the
play:  “I’m the first-born son
of a manic-depressive Italian
woman and a pathologically
silent Irishman which makes
me wildly emotional in a very
quiet way.”) Campbell
became an alcoholic as a
young teen. After striking a

priest with his car he joined
Alcoholics Anonymous. In his
twenties, while residing in a
recovery house, Campbell
read Leon Uris’ Exodus. 

“Sarah Palin is right,” he
quips, “literature is danger-
ous.” 

Inspired, Campbell first
converted to Reform Judaism,
undergoing a conversion
process which included a
mikvah and the ritual letting
of a drop of blood for the
already circumcised, hatafat
dam bris. 

“It sounded like a drink
that should come with an
umbrella,” he said. 

He married his
then-girlfriend, an
Egyptian Muslim
whose father
demanded he
convert to
Islam. That
p r o m p t s
the best
line of the
play, as he
r e c a l l s
telling his
future father-
in-law: “If I
belong to all three
major religions in one
calendar year, people
are going to doubt my
sincerity.”

Later, Campbell
underwent a Conserva-
tive conversion and
finally moved to Israel
for a full Orthodox
conversion. Campbell
eventually married the
woman who was his
Talmud teacher in
Israel, where he now
lives, and with whom
he has three chil-
dren. By the end of
the ninety-minute
show, Campbell
eventually meets
hardship and real-
izes that conver-
sion isn’t an
answer to five
questions but a
life-time journey.
Being Jewish
ain’t easy — then
again, no one
ever said it should
be — but Campbell, in his
hilarious play, proves
again it is worthwhile. 

In between the larger
questions, he also provides
a brilliant critique to his
new religion.

“Is it me or is it hot in
here?” Campbell asks as he
enters onstage. As the crowd
murmurs in agreement, he
answers his own question. “I
thought it was because I was
dressed for Poland in the
1700’s.” 

He even offers a sugges-
tion to get the Chareidi popu-
lation into the IDF, in light of
recent protests:
tell them

there’s a gay pride parade in
Lebanon. 

“They’ll be in Beirut
by Mincha.” 

And the audience, which
included  Jews of all
stripes, laughed along
with him, proving that if

there’s one thing
we Jews can do,
it’s laugh at our-

selves. The elderly
bubby who sat behind
me, and offered a
line-by-line commen-
tary on Campbell’s
act, nearly guffawed
herself to death. Cir-

cumcise Me is
an unlikely,

but forceful,
call to
unity, or as
C a m p e l l

says: “It
does-
n ’ t

mat-
ter what

d e n o m i n a -
tion you belong to,

so long as you’re
ashamed of it.”

I t
would be falsely
superlative to call
this the funniest
one-man show
ever, since I
haven’t seen any
others, but I feel I
can say with cer-
tainty that it’s the
funniest show
about circumcision
since the Spanish
Inquisition — and
any man who’s
willing to undergo
3 circumcisions to
become Jewish
deserves our sup-
port. 

Circumcise
Me is booked  at
the Bleeker Street
Theatre until Jan-
uary 3, 2010.
More information

is available on the
website: www.circum-

ciseme.com. In the words of
Stephen Colbert, whose
praise appears on ads for Cir-
cumcise Me,  go see Campbell
“before he turns Buddhist.”

Questions or comments?
Contact Michael Orbach
at morbach@thejew-
ishstar.com

HE DID WHAT! A REVIEW OF CIRCUMCISE ME
Continued from Page One
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Production faciliti
es available

Very competitive rates

For more information call 

212.769.1925
 1-866-MY TV SHOWTALKLINE

COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK email:info@talklinecommunications.com

TALKLINE COMMUNICATIONS is an agency
specializing in matching broadcasters
with radio and TV stations leasing time
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LOWER SCHOOL GYM,

Free parking – access from Washington and Frost Lane

Yeshiva appropriate attire

In the gym!
Free admission!

Refreshments!

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER and LOWER SCHOOL

EDUCATIONAL
BOOTHS

Parents will 
discover how 
much fun learning 
can be at HAFTR.

At each booth, 
your child will 
enjoy learning 
something 
new.

No tours. 
No speeches. 
Just fun.

For more info contact 

admissions@HAFTR.org

A fun filled event for  
prospective students from 

Toddler through First Grade

experience

minds at work

Faculty

Welcome
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LAST MINUTE 
GIFT IDEAS

Remember Ferbie? How
about Tickle me, Elmo? You
may be getting a sick feeling in
the pit of your stomach or you
may be thinking, “Ferbie ...
mmmmm.” Either way, the ZZhhuu
ZZhhuu  PPeettss  ——  aa  vviirrttuuaall  ppeett  iinn
hhaammsstteerr  ffoorrmm — is one of the
top sellers of the holiday toy
season around the country, and
locally too, according to Nancy
Bloomberg of La Toys Etc in
Cedarhurst. It’s suitable for chil-
dren as young as three and, per-
haps best of all, they presum-
ably don’t smell like real ham-
sters. 

MMaaggffoorrmmeerrss are a magnetic
building toy that connect in any
shape and position thanks to
neodymium magnets that rotate
when two magnets are brought
together. Do you know what this
means? We certainly don’t. But
we do know that kids love build-
ing complicated shapes and
models out of Magformers. 

Photos by Susan Grieco

The SSiinngg--AAlloonngg  SSttaarr  MMiikkee  is another top selling
toy, according to Nancy Bloomberg at La Toys Etc.
It’s a karioke-type stand up microphone for the-
budding Yeshiva Boys Choir soloist in your home.

. 

The soulful Chaim Dovid is back
with a new album and delivers nicely.
He and his band, the Good News Bear-
ers (get it?) perform 10 solid songs
including nine of his original composi-
tions and Carlebach’s Pitchu Li. One
favorite on second or third listen was
the country-tinged Likrat Kallah. The
most curious may be Aussie Jig — call
us crazy but the first few bars evoke
the Gilligan’s Island theme. 

It’s an album with roots in the
Five Towns — track 6, Brach Dodi, is
“inspired by my Rebbe, R’ Moshe
Weinberger at Aish Kodesh in Wood-
mere, NY,” Chaim Dovid writes in the
liner notes. Other locals mentioned
therein include Azriel Ganz, producer
of the Shirei Shmuel music series “for
constant support in making this possi-
ble,” and Avi Feinberg “for taking care
of everything in the US.” Feinberg, a drummer,
also accompanied Chaim Dovid during a recent
appearance for the Ossie Schonfeld Memorial Toy

Fund, playing a rather unusual drum chair that
was perfect for a kumzitz — the chair was the
drum. 

The original RRooddyy  iinnffllaattaabbllee  hhoorrssee that grows with
your child — just add more air!
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Limitations and restrictions apply. Ask for details. ©2009 Hunter Douglas ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

Beautify your home with Hunter Douglas window fashions and enjoy generous rebates on a variety of styles. 
Control light with luxury, ensure privacy with fl air and delight in a dramatic and comforting elegance that’s 
uniquely your own. Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made Sept. 25 – Dec. 15, 2009.

Wrap your home in classic elegance.

SAVE $25 – $600 PER WINDOW ON SELECT HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW FASHIONS
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Lenny Koegel • 516-594-6010
Serving the Five Towns and surrounding areas since 1988

www.distinctivewindowfashions.com
WE DO REPAIRS



HALB 4th, 5th and 6th
graders used colored pencils,
markers and watercolors to cre-
ate a variety of Chanukah-
themed art under the tutelage
of art teacher Max Gottfried.

Make your 
own Menorah

By Ezra Levi and Leah Ginsberg

By Erica Leibowitz & Rachel Weinstein

By Rebecca Kellner
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The Young Israel

Of Oceanside
Wishes All of Our Friends A

Happy Chanukah

150 Waukena Avenue
Oceanside, New York 11572

(516) 764-1099 - www.yioceanside.org
Rabbi Jonathan Muskat

David Warshaw, President
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A Happy & Healthy 
Chanukah
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Wishing a 
Joyous Chanukah 

to the 
Community

West Hempstead Synagogue Zichron Kedoshim
271 Dogwood Avenue

West Hempstead, NY 11552

Happy Chanukah
Wishing All Our Friends
And Clients A Healthy,

Happy & Peaceful Chanukah

Wellcare Financial Planning
Warren Kalmenson President

(516) 505-7008
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Temple Israel of Long Beach

305 Riverside Boulevard, Long Beach
516-432-1410

www.templeisraeloflb.org

Rabbi Noah Colin Gradofsky
President, Bruce Sklover

wishes all of our 
friends and 
neighbors 
a Happy

Chanukah

32
58

72

Best Wishes
For a Happy & Healthy

Chanukah!

Senator Dean Skelos
9th Senatorial District
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RESNICK READING CENTER
Diana Resnick Nahoum, BA, MS

(516) 374-5998

• Tutoring In All Subjects
& Regents

• PSATs, SATs, SAT IIs
• Learning Disabilities

• Reading, Writing & Math
Enrichment

• GED, GREs, NTEs
• MCATs, LSATs, RCTs

• Speed Reading
• Diagnostic Testing
• Gifted & Slow Learners

A Peaceful & Joyous
Chanukah

and
Happy Holidays

To All
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Wishing our friends and supporters

Kulanu 
Mark Honigsfeld

Chairman of the Board
Dr. Beth Raskin

Executive Director

620 Central Avenue • Cedarhurst
516-569-3083
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Jewish War Veterans of
The United States of America

Best Wishes For 
A Joyous Chanukah

Ensign Laurence D. Solowey   
Post 652

David S. Zwerin
Commander

(516) 868-1393



It is the heart-
break of a parent
telling a child they
can’t get the new out-
fit they are accus-
tomed to buying for
the next chag. It is the
feeling of guilt that a
breadwinner feels
because he can no
longer provide for his
family. It is the feeling of shame
and distance that a family feels
as they live with extreme finan-
cial hardship while the commu-
nity around them appears to live
life and celebrate holidays as if
the world is okay. Job loss and
its ensuing economic hardship
are the uninvited guests that
have already taken a great toll
on our community. 

Scholarship committees
struggle to satisfy an increase in
applications while the size of
the scholarship funds dwindle.
Rabbis’ discretionary funds are
stretched to their limit. Recog-
nizing the need to establish a
local organization that would
focus on issues of job loss,
financial mismanagement and
economic hardship, The Eliezer
Project (TEP) was created to
serve The Five Towns, Far Rock-
away and West Hempstead. As
the organization completes its
first year of service to the com-
munity, it is important to take
notice of the exemplary record
of  accomplishment. 

Job seekers are provided
with a host of services. The
process begins with a private
and individualized meeting in
which job opportunities and
career paths are discussed. We
follow with a thorough review
and critique of the applicant’s
resume. Most importantly,
clients are enrolled in our
Yahoo group. Membership in
that group provides access to a
listing of employment opportu-
nities that is updated 2-3  times
daily. Group members also
receive a steady stream of arti-
cles relating to all aspects of
conducting an effective and suc-
cessful job search. Topics often
include networking skills, use of
social media and upcoming job
fairs.  TEP also offers numerous
seminars that can aid the job
seekers in their search and
improve their skills.

Those families experiencing
financial distress and/or eco-
nomic hardship are encouraged
to meet with our team of profes-
sional and skilled counselors.
After reviewing a client’s existing
budget our counselors can pro-
vide guidance so that income
and expenses are brought into
alignment and, in some cases,

help implement cash
management pro-
grams for families.
More severe circum-
stances might require
a consultation to bet-
ter understand the
benefits and conse-
quences of loan modi-
fication, debt consoli-
dation including cred-

it card debt, bankruptcy and a
variety of other options. Clients
are able to avail themselves of
the services of a highly qualified
group of volunteer attorneys,
accountants and financial advi-
sors. Often we are able to devel-
op and implement strategies that
will allow for a new beginning
without the constant pressure
and fear brought on by these
serious financial burdens.

The Eliezer Project address-
es the social and emotional
needs of our clients in a variety
of ways. Our Job Clubs bring
together clients from specific
industry groups. In a comfort-
able and relaxed setting, clients
are able to share common
issues, challenges and strate-
gies. This often helps clients to
overcome feelings of isolation
and loneliness as they leave
these meetings reenergized.
Our volunteer social workers
offer support groups and are
available for individualized con-
sultation. Recognizing that
some people “just need to talk”,
these services are a valuable
component of our holistic
approach.

Holidays and chagim pre-
sent an additional hurdle for our
TEP clients and their families.
Celebrating Yom Tov  is costly
and stressful when you are
watching every penny. We have
helped out in several different
ways. We provide financial assis-
tance for food purchased
through our local supermarkets.
We recently distributed oil and
wicks so that our clients may
more fully enjoy the glow of
nerot Chanukah. Earlier this year
we distributed lulavim and
etrogim.  Enabling our clients to
celebrate these Jewish calendar
milestones with dignity is a
potent reminder that the com-
munity cares and is involved dur-
ing these most challenging times.
With our JCC partner, our Buy
One-Bin One food program col-
lects and distributes non-perish-
ables throughout the year as
well.

The TEP also provides
financial assistance in various
ways.  We fund re-training costs
for qualified individuals, we
help with utility bills and pro-
vide emergency funds as need-

ed for food and shelter in cer-
tain circumstances. We also
consider specific financial
requests and, in limited situa-
tions, and after due considera-
tion that such assistance will
alleviate a long term situation,
we secure appropriate approval
for such disbursement.

There is so much that still
needs to be done. Everyone can
help and provide assistance in
their own way.

Donations are our sole
source of support. Your contri-
butions allow us to continue and
expand the quality and range of
services that we provide.

Advising us about employ-
ment opportunities gives our
clients a leg up in the applica-
tion process. Is there any greater
feeling than knowing that you
enabled someone from the com-
munity to get back to work? 

We value the volunteer ser-
vices of our attorneys, graphic
artists and plumbers to name
just a few. TEP is enriched by
the quality and diversity of our
volunteers.  Please join us! 

Our clients also benefit by
establishing relationships with a
mentor. Won’t you consider
meeting and providing guidance
to someone from your chosen
profession or field that might
benefit from your contacts and
wisdom?

As we celebrate the Festival
of Lights, let us join together
and rededicate ourselves to
fight the challenges of job loss
and economic hardship and
help our fellow neighbor leave
the darkness and enjoy the light
of financial freedom!

Gideon Bari is the Executive
Director of The Eliezer Project.
Questions or comment? E-mail
newsroom@thejewishstar.com

O P I N I O N

In my work
as a rabbi, I get to
meet all types of
people and hear a
lot of personal
experiences.

When I
became aware of
the problem of
molestation of
Jewish children
by Jewish adults
and sometimes by
Jewish rabbis and teachers,
I did what any other caring
and compassionate person
does — I tried to help the
kids, the victims.

When I realized that
the heads of some Jewish
schools were attempting to
cover up the problem and
were even demonizing vic-
tims by calling them unsta-
ble and mentally sick, I did
what every other Torah Jew
would do — I tried to help
the victims.

However, all of this is
beside the point. The point
is that for whatever the rea-
son I get to meet all types of
people and many of them
have suffered much at the
hands of their fellow Jews.

The following story is
painful to hear, however,
hear it we must.

It is particularly painful
when I hear about a case
where the abuser is none
other than a parent.

When I see a victim
who is in constant pain;
who is no longer functional;
who is in a state of constant
distrust, anger and bitter-
ness, I can be sure that this
person is the product of par-
ents who did not act with

the compassion
and love with
which a Torah per-
son should act
toward their child.

Yesterday,
I had the privilege
of visiting with
such a person. He
is currently con-
fined to the psy-
chiatric ward at
one of the major

hospitals in New York City.
The man with whom I

was visiting was in obvious
pain and was not at peace
with his world.

However, one could still
see, beneath the emotional
scars and the physical tat-
toos, a beautiful, warm and
precious neshama — one
that, given the chance,
would shine brightly with
warmth and beauty.

However, at present,
that neshama has been
abused and injured; hurt
and defiled.

I spent about an hour
with this precious neshama
and as we spoke and as I
felt the pain and as I heard
the anger that was primarily
directed towards his par-
ents, I asked the question I
felt I had to ask.

“When you were grow-
ing up, did your parents
ever tell you they loved
you?”

“No. Never. Not even
once.”

“Were you ever
hugged?”

At this point my pre-
cious friend looked up at
me and from the depths of
his pained heart he said,

quietly, “No, I was never,
ever hugged. Not by mother
and not by father.”

Tears welled up in my
eyes.

I looked at this abused,
pained, hurt and injured
neshama and right there
and right then I knew what
I had to do.

I knew what I needed.
After we parted and I

was released from the
locked ward I headed back
home.

I came back to shul for
Mincha and Maariv and
then I headed home.

As I entered my home I
made a beeline for my two
daughters who were home
from school.

I just hugged and
hugged.

I hugged them for
them.

I hugged them for me.
And I hugged them for

the precious neshama who
remains locked in the psych
ward in Manhattan.

Don’t tell me about
expressing your love in
‘unsaid’ ways.

Don’t tell me about
being from a ‘European’
background.

Don’t tell me about the
need for discipline.

Just give a hug — just
one hug.

Rabbi Ron Yitzchok Eisen-
man is the rav of Congrega-
tion Ahavas Israel in Passa-
ic, NJ. Questions or com-
m e n t s ? E - m a i l
newsroom@thejewishstar
.com.

Just one hugSpotlight: The Eliezer Project
Beacon of hope and assistance on first anniversary

Gideon Bari Rabbi Ron
Yitzchok
Eisenman
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207 Grove Ave., Cedarhurst 
569-6733

www.fivetownsjcc.org

207 Grove Ave., Cedarhurst 
569-6733

www.fivetownsjcc.org

Wishing the Jewish Community
a Happy Chanukah 

filled with lights 
of Unity, Joy & Success

Rina Shkolnik
Executive Director

Dr. Kenny Berman
President
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Legislator – Elect
Howard Kopel

Wishes a 
Happy Chanukah

To All
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The HALB family 
would like to wish all of our 
friends here and in Israel 

a Happy Chanukah

132 Spruce Street,
Cedarhurst

516-791-8200

Happy Chanukah
To All Our Friends

14 Franklin Place
Woodmere, NY 11598

Tel (516) 374-5500
Fax (516) 374-6348

www.gaetanoflorist+gardens.com
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Serving the 5 Towns for 31+ Years
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Wishing all our
friends & customers

a
Happy Chanukah

DISTINCTIVE 
WINDOW FASHIONS

Serving the Five Towns and
surrounding areas since 1988

Lenny Koegel
516-594-6010

www.distinctivewindowfashions.com

554 Central Avenue Cedarhurst
516.792.3290

Dimplesshop@AOL.com

Clothes and Gifts that Make Children Smile
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Wishing Our Families
Friends and Customers
A Healthy & Happy 

Chanukah

32
58

75

Best Wishes For A
Happy Chanukah

CAHAL
The Community-Wide

Special Education Program

540-A Willow Avenue,
Cedarhurst, NY 11516

(516) 295-3666  www.cahal.org

32
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Rambam JV is 2-3 for the
season so far after a loss to
Magen David on Monday, Dec.
7. Magen David took the lead

with goals in the first and sec-
ond periods; Didi Levy put Ram-
bam on the board with a long
slap shot. The Brooklyn boys

scored again, then Rambam. In
the end it was Magen David
with a final score of 4-2. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO NASSAU COUNTY

TAXPAYERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that sales lists are being pre-
pared of unpaid School Dis-
trict Taxes for the year
2008/09 and County, Town
and Special District Taxes for
the year 2009 on real proper-
ty situated in the Town of
Hempstead, North Hemp-
stead and Oyster Bay and the
City of Long Beach, New
York. Sales lists are also
being prepared on unpaid
County and Special Assess-
ment Taxes for the year of
2009 on Real Property situat-
ed with the territorial limits
of the City of Glen Cove, New
York. Unless such unpaid
taxes, with interest and addi-
tional fees be paid on or
before the 21st day of

December 2009 the tax lien
on the property against
which such taxes are levied
will be advertised and on the
16th day of February 2010
thereafter sold.
Any taxpayer interested may
send a brief description of his
property to the County Trea-
surer and a statement of the
amount of unpaid tax, if any,
will be forwarded to him.
The complete lists will be
open for examination and
copies available in the County
Treasurer’s Office, 240 Old
Country Road, Garden City,
New York (P.O. Address, Mine-
ola, N.Y. 11501) or visit our
Nassau County Treasurers
Office web site www.nas-
saucountyny.gov on or about
January 13, 2010.
Nassau County does not dis-
criminate on the basis of dis-

ability in admission to or
access to, or treatment or
employment in, its services,
programs, or activities. Upon
request, accommodations
such as those required by the
Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) will be provided to
enable individuals with dis-
abilities to participate in all
services, programs, activities
and public hearings and
events conducted by the Trea-
surers Office.
Upon request, information
can be made available in
braille, large print, audiotape
or other alternative formats.
For additional information,
please call (516) 571-3723
(VOICE) or (516) 571-3108
(TTY).
STEVEN D. CONKLING
Nassau County Treasurer
#19438E

Rambam vs. Magen David

Prestige Quarterback Josh Reiss being chased down by Jay Rubin DDS
lineman Scott Kaye. Jay Rubin DDS went on to win the game 33-12. 

Degel USA
(1) Jay Rubin DDS, 33  (8) Prestige Caterers 12
(7) Carlos and Gabbys, 21 (2) Lobos, 20
(6) S. Adelsberg & Co., 33  (3) Cartridge World, 14
(4) The Outta Towners, 19  (5) Jackson Hotel, 

13  in overtime

The semi-finals and the championship game will be played
back-to-back at the No. 6 school off of Peninsula Boulevard begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m.

(1) Jay Rubin DDS vs. (7) Carlos & Gabby's
(4) The Outta Towners vs. (6) S. Adelsberg & Co.

Yeshiva League Basketball
BBooyyss  VVaarrssiittyy
HANC 64 DERECH HATORAH 49
RAMAZ 54 FRISCH 49
HAFTR defeated RAMBAM 
MAGEN DAVID  defeated        TAB
TABC 35 SAR 34
MTA 50 HESCHEL 48
OHR HATORAH 75 TAB 65
RTMA  defeated  TABC Overtime
HESCHEL  36 MAGEN DAVID 24

GGiirrllss  VVaarrssiittyy
SAR  49 RAMAZ 27
KUSHNER  48 BRURIAH 34
FLATBUSH  28  CENTRAL 23
ILAN  60 BAT TORAH 16
ILAN  at  BRURIAH TO BE RESCHEDULED.
SHULAMITH 42 BAT TORAH 17
SKA 36 MAGEN DAVID 34

MMoorree rreessuullttss  oonnlliinnee  aatt  wwwwww..tthheejjeewwiisshhssttaarr..ccoomm
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Auctions

Miscellaneous For Sale

Wanted To Buy

Health & Fitness

REAL ESTATE

Apartments For Rent

CEDARHURST NO FEE Modern 1BR, 2BR
& 3BR. CAC, W/D, Storage, Private
Entrance, Indoor Parking, Near All. Starting
At $1450. 1 Month Free Rent! (516)860-
6889/ (516)852-5135

LAWRENCE: 2 BR, 2.5 Bath Duplex Apt./
Indoor Garage, Terrace, EIK, Patio, W/D,
Walk-in Closet, Plenty Storage Space,
Dishwasher. Convenient to Transportation.
Call Owner 516-569-3700

Florida Real Estate

Auctions

Miscellaneous For Sale

Wanted To Buy

Health & Fitness

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

ADVERTISING SALES
WORK FROM
HOME OFFICE

zip2save.com, The New National Web 
Site Backed by More than 1,100 
Newspapers, is Currently Hiring In-
dependent Contractors to Sell Ad-
vertising on the Site.  zip2save.com 
Features Online Advertising Circulars, 
Deals, Coupons and Travel Specials. 
The Position is Home-Based and In-
cludes a Very Lucrative Commission 
Plan.  Ideal Candidates Will be Web-
Savvy and Sales-Oriented.  Prior Media 
Sales Experience is Appreciated, but 
not Necessarily Needed.  The Right 
Candidate will Believe in the Power of 
Online Advertising and will be Money-
Motivated.  Great Opportunity for 
Someone Who Desires a Home-Based 
Position and All the Flexibility that 
Comes With Independent Contractor 
Status.

Email Cover Letter and Resume to:
Al Cupo, Director of Operations,

LocalPoint Media
al.cupo@suburban-news.org

Legal Services

Limousine Services

Autos Wanted

Help Wanted

Legal Services

Limousine Services

Autos Wanted

Help Wanted

FULL-TIME
REPORTER

You'll never work harder and you'll never 
have more fun than reporting for the 
Herald, the 15-edition chain of award-
winning weekly community newspapers 
covering the South Shore of Nassau Co-
unty. Excellent benefits including 
medical and 401K. Driver's license a 
must. 
We focus on community news, on the 
people in the neighborhoods we serve, 
covering the events, crimes, 
celebrations, issues and happenings 
that affect our readership. Qualified 
applicants must have full-time 
newspaper reporting experience after 
college, good news judgment and a 
knack for finding interesting stories. An 
academic concentration in community 
journalism will be a strong asset. Long 
Island resident a strong preference. 
State your salary requirements.
Benefits, good salary. 
E-mail or fax resume to REPORTER, to 
John C. O’Connell, Executive Editor. E-
mail: ExecEditor@liherald.com. Or mail 
to 2 Endo Blvd., Garden City, NY 
11530. Send your one best unedited 
story. No phone calls, please.

CLASSIFIEDS
To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205

Outer Banks North Carolina Multi-Property 
AUCTION: Thursday… Dec. 17th… 6:00pm

Featuring 25 Properties  - Bank Owned et al 
Homes… Commercial… Development Properties 

Bracky Rogers, Sales Mgr. 

(336) 789-2926    (800) 442-7906    NCAL #685

Some selling ABSOLUTE!  -  Financing Available to qualified buyers
Appraised  from $12,000 to an over $1.7 million oceanfront home

Auction Site:  The Bank of Currituck Community Room, 6670 Caratoke Hwy., Grandy, NC 
Open Houses: December 12th & 13th  - 2pm to 4pm

For details: www.rogersrealty.com
$5,000 certified funds required.  10% total deposit, 10% buyers prem. “AS IS”. C03
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Weightloss  Medications

www.MDThin.com

Phentermine, Phendimetrazine, etc 

for $80

(631) 462-6161 (516) 754-6001
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Help Kids in Need OUTREACH
CENTER

DONATE YOUR CAR

1-800-580-1244

to the Outreach Center “Car for Kids” Program 

Hurry and Donate Now to
Receive Your Year End
IRS Tax Deduction

Any Model or Condition
.
.
Free Pick-up and Tow

c0
33
1

SUNNY FLORIDA,
Own or Rent Your Dream House, 
Price Reduced! Motivated Owner.  

Championship Golf Courses, 
Boca Raton Boca Woods Country Club.

LOCATION...LOCATION...LOCATION!
This 2 BR with Convertible Den, 2 Bths,
2-Car Garage, Large LR, DR, Breakfast
Area is Situated on a Cul-de-sac Street

with a MAGNIFICENT LAKE VIEW.  
Brand New Tile Roof.  An Oversized

Patio with a PRIVATE POOL Completes
this Unique Residence.  Boca Woods

Features two 18-hole Championship Golf
Courses, Driving Range, Har Tru Tennis
Courts, Fitness Center, Large Heated
Community Pool, Separate Cabana 

Grill, Beautiful Very Active Clubhouse,
Pro Shop and Valet Parking for

Residents and Guests.  A Golf Course
Membership is Required. 

MOTIVATED SELLER/ LANDLORD
Was $360K...NOW $269K. or Rent:
Was $4,250...NOW $2900/ Month

Please Call or E-mail Sunny Rappaport
for More Information or a Showing of

this Lovely Property.  
BRANHAM REALTY INC. 561-306-2119

sunny.rappaport@ gmail.com

Weigh the Advantages
of Legal Advertising in 

For information on rates and 
coverage, contact our Legals Dept.

at 516-569-4000.

THE
JEWISH
STAR

THE
JEWISH
STAR

DIRECTOR OF 
ONLINE MEDIA

Richner Communications, Long Island’s 
largest publisher of community newspa-
pers, is looking for a motivated and
dynamic individual to maintain our web-
site and to lead our effor ts 
as we transition from traditional newspa-
per publishing to interactive electronic
media.  The ideal candidate will be an
individual with an entrepreneurial mind-
set and be innovative and creative to
develop a viable business model that 
allows us to monetize our web presence
while attracting and delighting readers
and advertisers with ground-breaking
content and features. 
Qualified candidates must have:

• 2+ years of hands-on experience 
in online/interactive/digital market 
research   

• Knowledge of SEO best practices, 
tactics and ranking strategies 

• Highly organized and exceptional 
project planning skills with a 
proven track record of successfully 
developing projects from 
start to completion 

• Outstanding presentation and 
negotiation skills 

• Entrepreneurial & innovative mind
set – a true self-starter 

Qualified candidates should email a
cover letter, resume and salary require-
ments to hr@liherald.com.

ATTENTION:
Experienced Sales 

Professionals
Are You Comfortable
Working on the Web?
We Need Experienced 
Salespeople to Sell 

Advertising On Our New
State-of-The Art Website 

•
Strong Communication Skills•
Creative•
Energetic•
Computer Skills a Must

Salary, Weekly Commissions, Bonus, 
Health Benefits, Dental, 401K, Life In-
surance, Vacation, Sick & Personal Time.

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of Twenty-Seven Community 
Newspapers and PrimeTime Xpress.

Confidential Interview
E-mail Your Resume to

RGlickman@LIHerald.com One
phone call,
one order,

one heck of 
a good price

to run your ad
in any state, 
or across the

country. 
Call the 

USA Classified
Network
today! 
1-800-

231-6152

Specializing in 
Perinatal Mood Disorders

and Women's Health

(631) 418-4038
Email: zaudy1@aol.com

520 Franklin Avenue
Suite L-14

Garden City, NY 11530

Cheryl Zauderer, Ph.D., C.N.M., N.P.P.
Nurse Practitioner in Psychiatry

326237



B Y  E I L E E N  G O L T Z

One of the lesser know but
no less important Chanukah tra-
ditions is to serve dairy products
along with the over abundance
of fried foods we like to gobble
down. Legend has it that a
woman named Judith saved her
village from the occupying Syri-
ans. Judith fed wine and cheese
to the Syrian general who was
terrifying the local population,
he over-indulged and became so
drunk that he fell asleep. Judith
killed him (took off his head
and put it in her basket) and
then walked right out of the
camp under the guards’ noses.
When the general’s troops found
him the next day they aban-
doned their position and went
home, leaving the Jews to live in
their village in peace.

There is no one specific
dairy food that I serve on
Chanukah EXCEPT for the sour
cream on my latkes. That said,
there is no real rhyme or reason
to the following collection of
recipes, other than they’re great
and contain lots and lots of but-
ter, and cheese, milk and
cream.

CHOCOLATE AND
STRAWBERRY CREPES

(dairy)
! 2 eggs, beaten
! 1/2 cup milk
! 2/3 cup water
! 2 tablespoon oil
! 1 1/3 cup flour
! 1/2 teaspoon sugar
! 1 pinch salt
! 3 tablespoons melted butter
! 1 cup semisweet or milk choco-
late chips
! 2 cup sliced fresh strawberries
! 1 to 2 cups sweetened whipped
cream or whipped topping
! 3 to 4 tablespoon chopped pis-
tachios or pecans

In a large bowl combine
the egg, milk, water and oil,
whisk to combine. Add the
flour, sugar and salt and contin-
ue whisking until the mixture is
smooth.

Heat a medium, nonstick
skillet or omelet pan over medi-
um heat. Brush the bottom of
the pan with a little of the melt-
ed butter. Pour about 1/4 to 1/3
cup batter into center of pan,
tilting to coat the bottom. Cook
until golden brown on one side,
turning once. The cooking
should take between 3 to 5 min-
utes depending on how hot your
pan is. Place the crepes on a
plate and continue until the bat-
ter is used up. In a small
saucepan over low heat (or in
the microwave), melt chocolate
chips, stirring constantly.
Remove them from the heat.

With a spoon spread some
melted chocolate on the lighter
side of one crepe. Place a line of
sliced strawberries about 1/3 of
the way from the bottom of the
crepe and then roll it up. You
can over fill it if you like; it
looks really great with the
strawberries falling out of the
ends. Place the filled crepe on
the serving plate and top with
whipped cream or whipped top-
ping. If there is extra melted
chocolate left drizzle it over the
top (you can always melt more
if you want) and sprinkle the
chopped nuts over the top.
Makes 6 to 8 crepes

CREME CARAMEL
(dairy)

You will need 8 4 oz. custard
cups for this recipe
! 1 1/2 cups sugar, divided
! 1/2 cup water
! 3 large eggs
! 2 egg yolks
! 2 1/2 cups warm milk
! 1 tablespoon vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 350. In a
sauce pan combine 1 cup sugar
and 1/2 cup water. Cook over a
low heat for 10 minutes or until
sugar caramelizes turning a
golden brown. Don’t stir, just tip
the pan and swirl it a couple of
times while it’s cooking. BE
CAREFUL. This mixture is
extremely hot, very sticky and
can burn you very quickly.
When the color is a deep gold-
en divide the mixture between
the 8, tipping pan to incorpo-
rate mixture. Divide evenly
between the 8 custard cups.

In a bowl combine the
eggs, egg yolks, remaining 1/2
cup sugar and whisk until
blended. Gradually whisk in the

warm milk and vanilla. Divide
the milk mixture between the 8
custard cups. Cover each of the
cups with aluminum foil and
place them on a cookie sheet
that has sides. Place the cookie
sheet in the oven and then pour
warm water on the bottom of
the cookie sheet until the water
goes about 1/4 of an inch up
the outside of the custard cup.
Bake for 45 minutes to an hour
or until a knife inserted in cen-
ter comes out clean. Remove
custard cups from the oven and
place them on a cooling rack.
Remove the foil and let cool for
about 15 to 20 minutes before
you place them in the refrigera-
tor. Let cool for at least 3 to 4
hours. To serve run a knife
around the edges of the custard
cup and invert each custard on
to a dessert plate. Makes 8

RICOTTA STUFFED
SHELLS (dairy)

! 1 package (10 ounces) frozen
chopped spinach, thawed, well-
drained
! 1 cup ricotta cheese
! 8 ounces Feta cheese, crum-
bled, divided
! 1 teaspoon minced garlic
! 1/2 tablespoon oregano

! 1 teaspoon basil
! 1/2 cup chopped red
pepper
! 1/2 cup chopped
green onion
! 12 jumbo maca-
roni shells, cooked,
drained
! 1 1/2 cups marinara sauce
(jarred stuff works just great)

Preheat oven to 350. In a
bowl combine the drained
spinach, red pepper, oregano,
basil, onion, garlic, ricotta cheese
and about 3/4’s of the feta
cheese. Mix to combine. Fill
shells with the spinach mixture;
place in 9X13 baking dish. Pour
the sauce over shells and top
with remaining feta cheese. Bake
stuffed shells for 20 minutes.

PEPPER JACK
STUFFED POTATOES

(dairy)
! 4 large baking potatoes
! 2 tablespoons butter
! 1 tablespoon minced garlic
! 1 tablespoon minced onion
! 3/4 cup sour cream
! 2 tablespoons chopped fresh
parsley
! 1 cup pepper jack cheese,
shredded

! 2 tablespoons green onion,
chopped
! 1 tomato, chopped (optional)
! salt and pepper, to taste

Heat oven to 400. Bake
potatoes for 45 minutes or until
tender. When they are cool
enough to handle, cut them
lengthwise and scoop out the
center of the potato and leave a
1/4 inch shell. Set the shell
aside to cool. In small pan melt
the butter. Add the garlic and
onion and cook for about 2
minutes. In a bowl mash the
cooled scooped out potatoes.
Stir in the onion/garlic/butter
mixture, pepper jack cheese,
sour cream, parsley, salt and
pepper. Mix well. Divide the
mixture between the potatoes
shells and pack it down slightly.
Place the filled shells on a bak-

S L I C E  O F  L I F E

Dairy dishes for Chanukah

See DAIRY DISHES, Page 21
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HELP WANTED

LET US 
SELL YOU ON
SELLING US

plans to add
several Account

Executives
to its sales staff.

THAT'S RIGHT,
WE'RE 

CREATING
JOBS.

We offer a salary,
commission
and benefits,

and a number of
prime territories

You offer a 
successful 

track record in 
sales and

knowledge of the
communities

we cover

Cell phone and car
are required.

Send your resume
and a cover letter to

mfertig@thejewishstar.com

No Phone Calls Please

FIND A SUMMER CAMP

Free Advice & Referrals

The Solution To Finding A Great Camp

www.CampChemistry.com • 203-588-9397

Our Expert Staff Will Work With You To Find The 

Sleepaway Camp You Have Been Dreaming Of...

AVIV 
HOME DECOR

Has Moved Across The Street to
489 Central Ave., Cedarhurst

(next to Sterling Electronics)

FurnitureFurniture
For Every Taste & BudgetFor Every Taste & Budget

Your Source ForYour Source For

JUVENILEJUVENILE
FURNITUREFURNITURE

32
72

67

Closed Saturday
516-792-6720  •  516-205-1984

All Price Ranges • Great Selection



B Y  J U D Y  L A S H
B A L I N T

There are still plenty
of people in Israel excited
about the prospect of
building communities
based on traditional Jew-
ish and Zionist ideals —
and ironically, they’re the
very people whose com-
munities were destroyed
in Arik Sharon’s Gaza
withdrawal of 2005.

They are people like
Oshrat Assis and her hus-
band, who are anxious to
get on with the business
of rebuilding the kind of
purposeful Zionist enter-
prise they were forced to
leave behind in Gush
Katif. Until the Disen-
gagement, the Assis fami-
ly lived and worked in Tel
Katifa, a tiny village that
was located a few miles
down the beach south of Gaza
city,

Today, in the tidy, small liv-
ing room of her caravilla in
Shekef, Oshrat, the mother of
five kids under 12, relates how
they were the 9th family to set-
tle in Tel Katifa. “It was exactly
what we wanted after we got
married,” says the tall, soft-spo-
ken Oshrat. “We looked for a
place that was young like us —
we wanted to build something,
to make a contribution and the
expulsion of 2005 didn’t wash
that out of us,” she asserts.
“That’s what we want now too,”
Oshrat explains.

Like hundreds of other for-
mer Gush Katif residents, Oshrat
and her family are waiting for
their permanent homes to be
completed at Mirsham-Neta so
that they can move on and
resume their productive lives. 

In August 2005, those
9,000 Israelis displaced from
homes and businesses they had
proudly built over the preceding
30 years were scattered to “tem-
porary” quarters all over the
country where they have spent
the past four and a half years
shuffling from hotel rooms to
high rises to flimsy pre-fab car-
avilla encampments. Through it
all, a significant number of the
families have managed to stay
together with others from their
former communities and all
relate that this has been a major
source of strength and support
that has helped them overcome
the difficulties of the past few
years.

Today, it’s finally possible to
see progress on the ground as
the infrastructure for several
new towns takes shape in the
scenic Lachish region. Located
some 25 miles south of
Jerusalem, to the east of Kiryat
Gat and north of Beer Sheva,
the Lachish region is a fertile,
historic area inside the Green
Line that is sparsely populated
by Jews.

The new communities of
Bnei Dekalim (to be settled
mainly by former residents of
Neve Dekalim) and Mirsham-
Neta (for former Kfar Darom
and Tel Katifa families) will sig-
nificantly change the landscape
of the region. 

As Ofeer Gazit, the ener-
getic building project manager
shows visitors around the hilltop
that is rapidly taking shape as
the new community of Mir-
sham-Neta, it’s hard not to be
infected by his enthusiasm.
Waving maps and architect’s
plans, the jovial Gazit points to
the bulldozers crawling over the
hills that are finally carving out
the first phase of 60 homes that
will form the nucleus of the new
town.  

Within a few months the
infrastructure will be ready and
soon after that work will get
underway on the synagogue,

schools, recreation and industri-
al areas that will make up one
of Israel’s newest small towns.
From the hilltop, it’s easy to
understand the strategic impor-
tance of the new community.
The security barrier is less than
half a mile away, and the south-
ern Hebron Hills rise in the dis-
tance. 

The few old-established
moshavim nearby welcome the
influx of industrious and ener-
getic new neighbors who have
years of experience of commu-
nity-building under their belts
and who will help strengthen
the whole region.

Nissim and Efrat Luzon can
hardly wait to get to work on
building Neta-Mirsham. The
Luzons were among the pio-
neers of Kfar Darom where they
lived for 15 years and raised 10
children. Since the disengage-
ment the family lived for more
than 4 months in hotel rooms in
Beersheva — ”We almost lost
our family togetherness there,”
Efrat laments as she recalls how
parents lost control over their
kids who lived down the hall
with nothing to do and meal-
times were no longer family
occasions. From the hotel they
were moved to a high-rise build-
ing in Ashkelon where they
stayed for more than two years
in miserable conditions for peo-
ple used to freedom of move-
ment and the intimacy of a
small village where going out-
side didn’t involve a 10 minute
wait for a dingy elevator. Finally,
the Luzons and another 27 Kfar
Darom families moved into a
site adjacent to the entrance to
Shomriya, the last stop in the
temporary housing saga. 

“It wasn’t that we didn’t like
Ashkelon,” explains Efrat, “ but
we felt like we were just existing
there — we weren’t doing any-
thing for the community, and
we missed that terribly,” she
adds. Today the Kfar Darom
group lives together in a small
group of caravillas and has
quickly reestablished their for-
mer tight-knit community feel-
ing as they prepare for the big
move to Mirsham-Neta.  They’ve
even attracted a number of
young couples from other parts
of the country that share their
passion for settling the land and
have joined them in the less
than ideal conditions at the
Shomriya interim housing site.

Among these new couples
are Efrat Pupkin and Noa Davidi
and their husbands. The Pup-
kins, in their twenties, are newly
religious people originally from
Kfar Saba and Mazkeret Batya.
Along with the Davidis, they

Starting over
Gush Katif families begin again

The Neta-Mirhsam site under construction.

Photos by Judy Lash Balint
Efrat Luzon, mother of 10, Kfar Darom.

Oshrat Assis, formerly of Tel Katif.

See STARTING OVER, Page 21
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ing sheet. Bake for 10 to 15 minutes
or until heated through. Sprinkle
the top with the chopped tomatoes
and green onion. Add more cheese
if you want to. Return to oven for 5
more minutes and then serve.
Makes 4.

CHOCOLATE RICE
PUDDING (dairy)

! 2 1/2 cups milk
! 2 cups cooked rice
! 1/2 cup granulated sugar
! 1/4 cup semisweet chocolate chips
! 1 teaspoon vanilla

Combine milk, rice, sugar and
chocolate chips in 2 to 3-quart
saucepan. Cook over medium heat,
stirring often, until pudding is thick
and creamy, stirring often. Remove
from heat; stir in vanilla. Spoon
into serving dishes. Let stand 10
minutes. Serve warm or cold.
Makes 6 servings.
Recipe from the USA Rice Federa-
tion.

ZESTY LEMON 
CUSTARD PIE (dairy)

! 1 pre-made frozen pie crust
! 1 tablespoons butter
! 4 eggs
! 1 cup sugar
! 1 tablespoon grated lemon zest
! 2/3 cup lemon juice (fresh is best)
! powdered sugar

Preheat oven to 350.   In a
glass bowl melt the butter in
microwave and then set it aside.  In
another bowl whisk together the
eggs and sugar.  Add the lemon
zest and then slowly stir in the but-
ter and lemon juice until the mix-
ture is combined.  Pour the mixture
into the crust.  Bake for 30 to 40
minutes or until top of custard is
lightly browned. Be warned, the
pie will not looked cooked and a
tooth pick will not come out clean.
It will set up as it cools.  When the
pie is cool, refrigerate until cool
then refrigerate for several hours.
Just before serving sprinkle pow-
dered sugar on top of the pie.
Makes 1 pie.

COTTAGE CHEESE
AND BLUEBERRY 
PANCAKES (dairy)

! 1 cup flour
! 1 teaspoon baking powder
! 1/2 teaspoon baking soda
! 1/4 teaspoon salt
! 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
! 1/4 cup sugar
! 1 cup cottage cheese
! 1/4 cup milk
! 4 eggs (lightly beaten)
! 2 tablespoons melted butter
! 1 teaspoon vanilla
! 1/2 cup fresh or frozen blueberries

In a bowl combine the flour,
baking soda, baking powder, salt,
cinnamon, and sugar. Mix well. In
another bowl combine the cottage
cheese, milk, eggs, melted butter,
and vanilla. Mix to combine. Pour
the dry ingredients into the cottage
cheese mixture. Mix to combine.
GENTLY fold the blueberries into
the batter making sure that they
don't get crushed. Heat a griddle
and use a little butter or margarine
to coat it. Using a measuring cup
pour approx. 1/4 cup of the mix-
ture into the pan and cook until the
surface starts to bubble and the
bottom is golden brown, about 2-3

minutes. Flip the pancake and cook
the other side until the bottom is

golden brown, about 1-2 minutes.
Makes 6 to 8 pancakes

were deeply impressed by the
dedication and idealism of the
former Kfar Darom residents
who are looking to recreate the
spirit of Gush Katif in their new
home. “It’s such an honor to be
part of a group like this,” says
Efrat.

A few hundred meters away
from the Kfar Darom groups’
temporary home in Shomriya, a
brand new school opened its
doors to 500 students at the
beginning of the school year. On
the other side of the village,
acres of vineyards have already
been planted and contracts
signed to send the grapes to the
Barkan winery. A new commu-
nity center recently opened in
Shomriya to accommodate
youth activities, family simchas
and cultural events. Families
from Atzmona, another
destroyed Gush Katif communi-
ty, have chosen to make Shom-
riya their permanent home and
their children play happily on
the new playground equipment.

The spirit of the people of
Gush Katif has not been extin-

guished. The qualities that
made the 22 Jewish communi-
ties of the Gaza Strip among the
most productive and innovative
in Israel were not wiped out
when the physical structures
were destroyed. 

Despite the fact that gov-
ernment compensation and
planning for the Gush Katif fam-
ilies has been sorely lacking, pri-
vate individuals and founda-

tions have seized the opportuni-
ty to be partners in the newest
phase of the Zionist enterprise
and continue to support Jews
who want to make a difference
and continue to build the state. 

Questions or comments? Con-
tact Judy Lash Balint at news-
room@thejewishstar.com

STARTING OVER: KATIF FAMILIES BEGIN AGAIN
Continued from Page Twenty

Photo by Judy Lash Balint
Ofir Gazit, project manager.

DAIRY DISHES FOR CHANUKAH
Continued from Page 19
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