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Tranquility Bay

Aftermath of
rescue: boy's
father sues

By Michael Orbach

A Brooklyn father who sent his son to an
abusive boot camp for delinquents in the Ca-
ribbean is suing a Far Rockaway couple and
30 others for $411 million, claiming they de-
stroyed his reputation. The lawsuit has the
blessing of Rav Aharon Schechter, the Rosh
Yeshiva of Yeshiva Chaim Berlin in Brooklyn,
according to a lawyer for the main defen-
dant.

Michael Hersh made national headlines
in 2008 when it was discovered that he had
his 16-year-old son, Isaac, taken from his
home in the middle of the night and shipped
to Tranquility Bay, a privately owned cor-
rectional institution in Jamaica. Former stu-
dents were suing the institution at the time,
claiming physical and mental abuse. Months
later, Isaac got word of his forced captiv-
ity to a friend. Friends and family members
launched an effort to pressure his parents to
have him released. In March of 2008, after
nine months in Tranquility Bay, Isaac was
freed when several community members,
including Dr. David Pelcovitz, chartered a
plane and rescued him.

Isaac was “in constant scare mode,” re-
called Tzvi Gluck, an investment banker
from Queens who led the effort. “I've seen
kids who have come out of reform school and
how they act,” Gluck told The Jewish Star.
“[Isaac] was in constant fear.”

After Isaac returned, his father was forced
out of his position as chief executive of Hat-
zalah Volunteer Ambulance Corps, the cen-
tral organization of neighborhood Hatzalah
squads in New York City and Nassau County,
and owner of the Hatzalah name.

The main defendants in the suit are Mi-
chael Hersh’s sister-in-law, Elizabeth Rebecca
Cohen and her husband Raphael Cohen, both
of Far Rockaway. The lawsuit accuses them
of masterminding an international “perni-

Continued on page 2
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Mourners remember the former Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Israel at his shloshin in Kew Gardens Hills.

In a blue turban and
ceremonial robe,
Harav Mordechai
Eliyahu zt"'l was
familiar as Israel's
Sephardic Chief Rabbi
from 1983 to 1993.
He was remembered
in Kew Gardens Hills
last Tuesday.

Remembering Rabbi Eliyahu

By Judah S. Harris

Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu zt”l was 81
when he died in early June following a
year of illness. Participants at his shloshim
in Kew Gardens Hills gained a better ap-
preciation for the man best known as Chief
Sephardic Rabbi of the State of Israel. His
accomplishments extended beyond his
most public role, stressed the host, Rabbi
Ya’agob Menashe, founder and spiritual
leader of Midrash Ben Ish Hai.

“People don’t realize his greatness.
People know he was a chacham (wise
man)...” Rabbi Menashe began. “He was
humble; he made you feel as if you were
his equal.” Despite his stature, his accom-
plishment in learning and his mastery of
mystical texts, Rabbi Eliyahu was acces-
sible to everyone, Rabbi Menashe said. He

loved all Jews and was sought out by all
segments of society.

Those who knew him personally, such
as Rabbi Menashe and Rabbi Eliyahu Ben-
Chaim, a Rosh Yeshiva at Yeshiva Univer-
sity, attested to his character.

Others testimonials were in a 40-min-
ute film created for the shloshim that was
also shown at the Binyanei Hauma au-
ditorium in Jerusalem. The Queens pro-
gram was held at Midrash Ben Ish Hai’s
new Beit Knesset and Beit Midrash.

From profound moments to small de-
tails, lessons can be transmitted from the
entire span of a righteous person’s life.
Rabbi Eliyahu loved Yerushalmi kugel, said
one commentator on the film, citing a fact
that might imply more trivia than Torah,
and although he could have eaten more

Continued on page 3
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Aftermath of rescue: boy’s father sues

Continued from page 1

cious and malicious campaign of harassment”
against the Hersh parents. This was done,
the suit claims, for Rebecca to “feed her own
deranged view of life and intense jealousy of
her sister, Plaintiff Miriam Hersh.”

“Cohen had for years despised Plaintiffs
for no logical reason and had been during
this time surreptitiously spreading false-
hoods, gossip, and defamatory statements
about Plaintiffs,” the lawsuit states.

Other named defendants include Tzvi
Gluck, several families that housed Isaac and
his twin brother Shlomo, and the administra-
tors of a Facebook group that sought to have
Isaac freed from Tranquility Bay. The suit also
lists the anonymous bloggers behind the Vos
Iz Neias news aggregation website, Shmarya
Rosenberg of the blog Failed Messiah, and
20 John Does. Lawyers representing Hersh
have subpoenaed Dr. David
Pelcovitz, Rabbi Avrohom
Halpern of Yeshiva Sh’or
Yoshuv, and companies like
Microsoft, Google, AOL, and
the social networking sites
Facebook and MySpace,
where some of the alleged
defamation took place.

Stuart Kagen, the lawyer
for the Cohens, said that
when the lawsuit was ini-
tially filed in June, a judge
who is Orthodox asked why
Hersh brought the case to
secular court. Hersh replied
that he had sought permis- father.
sion from Chaim Berlin’s
Rabbi Schechter.

“Michael Hersh told him that he had per-
mission from Rav Shechter because the dam-
ages had been such that he couldn’t get resti-
tution from the beis din,” Kagen explained.

Reached at Camp Morris where he is
spending the summer, Rabbi Schechter hung
up on a reporter.

“Maybe, you've got something better to
do?” he asked.

The lawsuit maintains that the Hershes
are the “loving parents of eight children” and
asserts that repeated accusations of child
abuse that began in 2002 when the family
moved to Israel were “completely false.”

'Quite traumatized’

The lawsuit portrays the Hershes as loving
parents who struggled with two very difficult
children that required special needs and care.
Affidavits submitted by the Cohens and their
lawyer claim that the opposite is true: that
Michael Hersh is a raging, abusive father and
Miriam Hersh his willing accomplice, whose
actions have caused serious damage to their
children’s lives.

The lawsuit maintains that Rebecca Co-
hen’s “pathological hatred” of Michael and
Miriam Hersh began with the couple’s mar-
riage 21 years ago. In an early version of
the complaint that reads like a thriller and
was thrown out of court, lawyers for Hersh
claimed that Rebecca Cohen “harbored an
unhealthy obsession with Mrs. Hersh, and fo-
cused upon her an almost pathological jeal-
ousy and hatred as well as an effort to con-
trol her life.” The complaint also sought to
portray the Cohens in an unflattering light,
describing the time Raphael Cohen spent in
kollel in Lakewood as a period of “prolonged
unemployment.”

The lawsuit claims that Isaac and Shlomo
were born with severe developmental issues.
When the Hersh family moved to Israel in
2002, the family was unable to find a school
for the two children and instead home-
schooled them and paid a neighbor to tutor
them. The neighbor, Aryeh Larry Wolbe, who

Affidavits
submitted by the
Cohens and their
lawyer portray
Michael Hersh as
a raging, abusive

is also named in the suit, received calls from
Rebecca Cohen informing him that the Her-
shes were severely abusive.

A signed affidavit from Wolbe that was
used in family court offers a drastically dif-
ferent take. Wolbe says that a local rabbi
approached him to help with the boys, who
were 12 at the time, and had been “roaming
the streets of Jerusalem and out of school for
the past nine months.” During daily tutoring
sessions he found both boys to be “energetic,
healthy, capable and sociable children with
no development issues as their father has
claimed.” However the more time he spent
with them, the more concerned he became
about their wellbeing. In one instance, Wolbe
recalled receiving a “call from them stating
in a hushed tone that they had been locked
in their room for the past 24 hours with no
food and drink, and asked me to bring over
some food.”

As the tutoring sessions
continued, Wolbe found the
boys to be suddenly medi-
cated.

“They would show up at
my house and collapse as if
they were zombies,” Wolbe
wrote. “When I asked what
medications they had taken
they stated that their father
always ripped of the labels
of their medication so they
did not know what they
were taking.”

Wolbe claimed to receive
frequent calls from psychol-
ogists to whom Hersh took
the boys. Every time a psy-
chologist began to question Michael Hersh,
he switched to a new therapist, Wolbe said.

The twins were eventually separated, Sh-
lomo to a school in Israel and Isaac to a school
in Toronto. The lawsuit alleges that Rebecca
Cohen called both schools to inform them,
falsely, that Hersh was abusive, that he “had
been severely beating the twin boys, locking
them in rooms for long periods without food
or water, and drugging them without a pre-
scription so as to control them.”

As a result of that claim, Israeli social
services launched a six-month investiga-
tion of the family. During that time Miriam
Hersh was diagnosed with lymphoma, the
lawsuit said, and the family moved back to
the United States in order for her to receive
treatment. Shlomo was left in school in Is-
rael. The criminal investigation was closed,
according to the lawsuit, since “the allega-
tions were obviously false and without any
basis whatsoever.”

However, a letter from a psychologist in
the Israeli school the twins attended, Michel
Allon, paints a radically different picture.

“The proper authorities began an inves-
tigation of the family and before the case
could be heard in court, the family fled Is-
rael and moved back to the United States,”
Allon wrote in a letter to the family court in
Brooklyn. “When the family left Israel, they
left Shlomo here... Leaving Shlomo here was
done as a punishment for having revealed
the abuse in the family.”

Twin Shlomo also affected

After a week of vacation, according to the
letter, Shlomo told the psychologist that, “his
father often gave him and his brother medi-
cation to calm them down. The medication
was not prescribed by a doctor and he did
not know what the medication was, since the
bottle had the label removed.”

In his affidavit to the court Shlomo Hersh
writes that his parents “abandoned and per-
manently neglected me for over five years.”
He writes that his father forcibly sedated him

and that when the twins would question their
father’s authority they would be “severely
punished by being locked in our rooms for
12-24 hours without any food.”

“My father stated that we did not deserve
beds,” he wrote.

Shlomo dropped charges against his par-
ents in Israel because his mother pressured
him and revealed to him for the first time
that she had cancer.

Another defendant, Rachel Rosengarten,
accused of being “in concert with Cohen” “to
embarrass, harass, and intimidate” the Her-
shes, said she watched Michael Hersh force-
feed medicine to Isaac to sedate him. She
noticed that the boys had “unusual swellings
of their face” and maintains that the only
time the parents showed concern was to see
“what color shirt Isaac should wear over the
holiday.”

Tranquility Bay

According to the lawsuit, both boys acted
out in New York and were placed in mental
hospitals for several months. Eventually they
were released and sent to foster families in
Texas; Isaac to Aryeh Larry Wolbe who had
relocated to Houston; Shlomo to Ariel Fish-
man, also a defendant in the suit, in Austin.

When Michael Hersh brought Isaac to
Houston he “was not interested in ... discuss-
ing the situation,” Wolbe claimed. When he
asked Hersh for his phone number to contact
him in case of emergency, Hersh refused, he
wrote, adding that the father “was unwilling
to cover any of the financial expenses, such
as tuition costs or doctor fees for Isaac.”

According to Wolbe, Isaac “progressed ex-
tremely well in Texas, both academically and
socially.”

When personal matters made him unable
to care for Isaac any longer, Wolbe offered to
make other arrangements for him in Texas,
he said. The lawsuit disputes that and claims
that Wolbe demanded the Hersh parents take
back their son. Isaac returned to New York
where the lawsuit states that he “terrorized”
his siblings, forcing the Hershes to make a
drastic decision.

Wolbe’s affidavit, again, tells a different
story. During the summer, Isaac called Wolbe
to let him know that he had gone to Hershey
Park with his mother and Wolbe warned him
not to spend the night in his father’s house
since he said it wasn’t safe. Isaac didn’t lis-
ten.

“That night, in the middle of the night,
Isaac was abducted and taken to Tranquility
Bay,” he wrote.

Save Isaac

In both versions of their complaint, the
Hersh family defends the decision to send
Isaac to Tranquility Bay and said it was made
in consultation with Rav Aharon Schechter.

According to Steven Mostovsky, the Her-
shes attorney during that time, “Rav Aharon
knew this place wasn’t kosher, that there was
no Judaism there, and the feeling was that
he needed a place like this or he wasn’t nec-
essarily going to get through life — and it
was pikuach nefesh.”

The early draft of the complaint claims
that Isaac “was progressing in Tranquility
Bay... that clearly indicated that Tranquility
Bay was helping him overcome some of his
problems.” The complaint says that when
Isaac requested a Siddur his parents shipped
it to him along with several care packages.

“When [Isaac] eventually started to ask
for kosher food, the Hershes immediately
contacted the Tranquility Bay Administra-
tion and obtained the school’s permission to
send, and began to send to him, special, self-
heating kosher meals at a cost of thousands

Continued on page 3



Remembering Rabbi Eliyahu zt"'|

Continued from page 1

when served what was for him a true deli-
cacy, he sufficed with a very small amount,
sharing the remainders, the shiraim, with
those around him. The moral: Some people
think righteous people do not have tempta-
tions; and do not experience desire. Tzaddi-
kim always have temptations, but have the
inner strength to resist them. Rabbi Eliyahu
exercised the greatest of care in all areas of
eating. “He only ate his wife’s cooking,” said
Rabbi Menashe. “So when he traveled, only
bread and water.” From the age of bar mitz-
vah, Rabbi Eliyahu avoided beef, and he only
ate chicken that had been slaughtered for
him or that he shechted personally.

He was similarly strict regarding drink-
ing wine. Even yayin mevushal, pasteurized
or cooked wine, would not be acceptable to
him if the bottle had been previously opened.
Although at times Rabbi Eliyahu adopted a
more stringent halachic stance for himself
than he expected of others, he did not se-
clude himself and during his lifetime reached
out to all the segments of the community.

Rabbi Eliyahu accorded great honor to
others. “He interacted with people as if they
were friends,” said Rabbi Ben-Chaim.

“A first grader or the prime minister
— the same honor,” proclaimed a teacher in
the video, whose students had received visits
from Rav Eliyahu multiple times. He continu-

ously stressed how to treat fellow Jews and
illustrating by his personal example. He vis-
ited secular kibbutzim and in at least one in-
stance told residents that he was “jealous of
them” about one thing. They were surprised
but he explained that he was jealous that
they “knew that they didn’t know.” Many
people, even the religious, remain unaware
of gaps in their understanding, he said, but
whose absence goes unnoticed. Secular indi-
viduals could respect Rabbi Eliyahu because
he respected them. Four men accessorized
with earrings, dressed in an irreligious fash-
ion once asked for a blessing. Rabbi Eliyahu
graciously provided one before getting into
his car to leave. However, moments later he
emerged from the car and began to dance
with the men, asking them to also join him in
reciting the Hebrew words of the song taken
from prayer.

Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu was born in Is-
rael to a family of means that originated in
Baghdad. His father, Rabbi Salman Eliyahu,
learned from the great scholars of his time.
The family immigrated to Israel; Rav Mor-
dechai was born in 1929 in the Old City.
He studied intensively with his father who
passed away when the boy was only 11. He
“was taken under the wing of some great
luminaries,” whom Rabbi Menashe listed:
Rabbi Yitzchok Nissim, the Chazon Ish, and
Rabbi Ezra Attiah, the Syrian-born rabbi who

served as Rosh Yeshiva of Porat Yosef until his
death in 1970. Rabbi Eliyahu studied at the
Porat Yosef yeshiva, as did Rabbi Ovadiah Yo-
sef, although their halachic rulings differed
in a number of areas, and each maintained
alternate approaches to Sephardic practices
and customs, and how to best retain them.

In 1959, Rabbi Eliyahu became the young-
est dayan to be appointed in the State of Is-
rael. He was a Religious Zionist, outspoken
about the disengagement from Gaza, and
cared deeply about the loss of life at the
hands of Israel’s enemies.

In 2008, Rabbi Eliyahu responded strange-
ly when invited to a Torah dedication at the
Ohr Somayach yeshiva, Rabbi Menashe re-
lated. He started crying and said, “I hope it
will snow that evening.” He called for orga-
nized prayers at the Kotel and lots of Merkaz
HaRav yeshiva students came. The program
was dragged out, and when a bus of students
from that yeshiva finally left, it got stuck at a
police checkpoint. This was a Thursday eve-
ning, the same night as the terrorist infiltra-
tion of the Yeshiva’s library, which resulted in
the murders of eight students.

“Some say he had Ruach HaKodesh,”
said Rabbi Menashe. There are other narra-
tives told: wondrous stories of healing and of
rainfall that fell in an unusual manner to fill
a parched mikvah. Rabbi Eliyahu is known
to have studied Kabbalah, as did his father.

Rabbi Eliyahu made little mention of it. “He
dealt with it quietly, and only once in a while
would he give out any hints,” Rav Eliyahu
Bakshi-Doron, who succeeded Rabbi Eliyahu
as Chief Sephardic Rabbi in 1993, told Arutz-
Sheva last month.

Rabbi Eliyahu was renowned for his
scholarship. “His seforim are written in such
a beautiful, lucid style — Halacha, Taha-
rat HaMishpacha...” said Rabbi Menashe,
who received semicha from Rabbi Eliyahu.
Rabbi Eliyahu wrote on the halachot of the
holidays, edited annotated siddurim, and
published halachic works, including his own
responsa.

Rabbi Eliyahu loved Halacha as well as
his fellow man. A primary lesson from his
life, said Rabbi Menashe, is to “learn to love
each other.” Societal-problems infect Jewish
life today in Israel, America and elsewhere.
The Second Temple was destroyed for similar
reasons and “the Third Beit Hamikdash is not
here,” concluded Rabbi Menashe. “So, we'’re
still guilty of it.”

100,000 gathered last month for Rabbi
Eliyahu’s nighttime funeral held at his syna-
gogue and outside on Reines Street in Jeru-
salem’s Kiryat Moshe neighborhood.

Judah S. Harris is a photographer, film-
maker, speaker and writer. His email newslet-
ter circulates to thousands of readers (sign up
at www.judahsharris.com/visit). Midrash Ben

Ish Hai runs Torah educational programs for
adults and maintains a rich website of materi-
als (www.midrash.org).

Aftermath of rescue: boy's father sues

Continued from page 2
of dollars per day,” the suit states.

A letter Isaac sent from Tranquility Bay in
October seemed to tell a different story.

“You can’t tell anyone that you heard from
me or else I get in huge trouble,” Isaac wrote
to Rabbi Wolbe in November. “I'm sorry for
all the stress and everything I caused y’all.
I'm in some hell hole in Jamaica.”

Joshua Ambush, an attorney who sued
the Hershes to force them to release Isaac
from Tranquility Bay and who is now named
in the lawsuit, called sending Isaac to Tran-
quility Bay “abuse by proxy.”

“Schools like Tranquility Bay intend to
break kids down to rebuild them,” he told
The Jewish Star in April 2008. “The abuse
and treatment is not conducted as a means
to discipline, it becomes the end. It’s abuse
for its own sake.”

After Wolbe received a call from a for-
mer Tranquility Bay student alerting him to
Isaac’s whereabouts, an international effort
began to put pressure on Michael Hersh to
free his son.

According to the lawsuit, defendants set
up websites that encouraged people to con-
front Hersh and displayed images and testi-
monies about Tranquility Bay, where treat-
ments allegedly included physical abuse and
forcing children to lie on concrete floors for
days. The defendants, according to the law-
suit, “set up MySpace and Facebook groups
and public pages on the internet, urging hun-
dreds of teenagers across the country to pick-
et and protest in front of the Hersh home.”

Raphael Cohen unsuccessfully sought to
contact Rav Schechter about allowing Isaac
to return home, then reached out to Rabbi
Chaim Dovid Zwiebel, executive vice presi-
dent of Agudath Israel of America, where
Rabbi Schechter sits on the Moetzes Gedolei
HaTorah.

“We could not get involved,” Rabbi Zwieb-
el told The Jewish Star about the incident.
“It was a matter of internal dispute between
members of the community with different

rabbonim supporting different sides. Wheth-
er individual members were contacted, that’s
a different story. The Moetzes never thought
to consider it.”

According to the lawsuit, emails were
sent to members of Hatzalah, where Michael
Hersh was CEO, and the websites implied
that “Mr. Hersh was a Nazi and child abuser.”
Several New York-area newspapers picked up
the allegations.

At the same time, Isaac’s maternal grand-
parents filed a custody motion against the
Hershes. “The defendants are extremely un-
stable,” Rosa Deborah Greher and Elliot Al-
vin Greher wrote in a petition to a Brooklyn
Supreme Court judge.

In an attempt to free his grandson, Sho-
lom Hersh, Michael’s father, sent a letter to
an activist begging for help. “My son and his
wife abandoned and abused their twin boys,”
he wrote. “They say that they would rather
sacrifice the two boys for the sake of saving
the other six children from having a bad in-
fluence on them.”

While progress stalled on freeing Isaac,
Gluck, Pelcovitz and two other men flew to
Jamaica. Eventually, Michael Hersh, directed
by Rabbi Schechter, requested that the facil-
ity turn Isaac over to their custody. On the
return flight, Gluck told the Star in 2008,
“he told us of instances where he was tied up
hands and legs [and] forced to lie on a mat
upwards of 26 hours.”

The resulting controversy cost Michael
and Miriam Hersh their jobs, for which they
blame the defendants. According to the law-
suit, Hersh also lost money from pending
patents after companies refused to do busi-
ness with him on account of the allegations.
The suit also seeks $100 million in emotional
damages.

In the court battle that followed, custody
was awarded to Raphael Cohen and his wife.
Rabbi Schechter submitted a letter support-
ing the Hershes.

“They are very special parents.” Rabbi
Shechter wrote. “I have heard of the on-

slaught of terrible accusations that have been
made against them and the great measures
that have been taken to publicize them... I
stand in awe of the immense power of motzi
shem ra (slander) and midot ra (bad actions)
that the Satan is capable of.”

Campaign of Intimidation

The Cohens have been sued by the Hersh-
es three times. The first occurred right after
the events in Israel, when an Israeli lawyer
demanded $500,000 as a settlement for the
Hershes. In October of 2007 Mostovsky sued
them for slander.

Rabbi Daniel Eidensohn, who writes the
popular Daas Torah blog, has been subpoe-
naed. In a blog post, he wondered why Hersh
was “causing a chilul Hashem yet again” and
stated, “He doesn’t want to let the past go but
insists on continuing his quest for revenge.”

In this case though, the tactic backfired.

“The subpoena is apparently a fishing ex-
pedition,” Eidensohn told The Jewish Star. “I
originally had a single comment two years
ago. Since the subpoena I have added several
more.”

The blogger Luke Ford, who chronicled
the Hersh saga, also received letters from a
firm representing Michael Hersh, request-
ing he take down web pages that the firm
alleged, “injures our client, his family and
his business dealing.” Ford seemed unfazed
by the letter and responded with a blog post
called, “Michael Hersh chooses fools for at-
torneys.”

The Yeshiva College student newspaper,
The Commentator, also received letters from
the firm demanding that articles written
about the Hershes be taken down.

The Internet free speech group Electronic
Frontier Foundation has filed a motion to
quash subpoenas against Google, Yahoo, and
blogs including Daas Torah and Unorthodox
Jew.

“The First Amendment of the United
States of America protects people’s freedom
of speech,” explained Ron Lazebnik, su-

pervising attorney at Lincoln Square Legal
Services Inc., the group’s legal arm, and a
clinical associate professor at Fordham Law
School. “The way courts interpreted that is
you have to actually point to specific parts of
speech that is in some way either defamatory
or meet a different kind of claim against the
person who wrote it, before you're allowed
to request the identity of that person be re-
vealed.”

A similar local case in 2007 was thrown
out of court. A lawsuit brought by then-Law-
rence School Board member Pamela Green-
baum intended to unmask the writer of the
Orthomom blog was dismissed.

Several affidavits indicate Hersh sought
to intimidate other families with the police.
When Joshua Hersh, Michael brother, pro-
tested about Isaac’s incarceration in 2008,
Michael Hersh drove to Connecticut at three
o’clock in the morning to file charges against
him with a local department. The charges
were later dropped. Wolbe related a similar
story in his affidavit. A detective with the
NYPD called Rebecca Cohen after Michael
Hersh reported that she had stolen her sis-
ter’s social security number.

During his deposition, Rabbi Avrohom
Halpern refused to disclose the names of oth-
er people involved in the rescue attempt, ac-
cording to the Cohens’ lawyer, Stuart Kagen.

“He said under oath that he believed they
[the Hershes] would sue those people or
would subpoena them and he didn’t want to
make those people victims of Mr. Hersh, the
way other people are,” Kagen explained.

Hersh is currently unemployed and be-
ing sued by his former attorney, Steven Mo-
stovsky, for $40,000 in unpaid legal fees.
Isaac currently works in retail in Manhattan.
Shlomo is a member of an elite IDF unit. Nei-
ther twin is believed to be in contact with
either parent.

One defendant, who requested to not be
named, lamented, “Raphael and Rivkah —
the caring aunt and uncle who gave their lives
and took their children in with open arms,”
are being sued. “Aryeh Wolbe, when Isaac
lived with him in Texas, the parents had no
contact with their son, and Tzvi Gluck, who
just got involved to save a child’s life. They’re
suing the people who care about their sons.”
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Leket Israel
‘Migrant
workers'
needed

By Mayer Fertig

It has the makings of a great trip. Go to Is-
rael, be a farmhand. No kidding: 47,000 peo-
ple have volunteered for two or three hours
at a shot, gleaning in fields, mostly near Re-
chovot, to help Leket Israel, Israel’s national
food bank, rescue perfectly good produce
that otherwise would rot on the ground.

Other volunteers and paid employees fan
out, night and day, to rescue leftovers from ca-
tering facilities, restaurants and food courts.
The food is distributed to more than a million
and a half hungry people in Israel — includ-
ing three quarters of a million children.

“It hit me when I started to get the sense
from the press that it was not just the usual
suspects” who were worried about their next
meal, said Joseph Gitler, the founder and
chairman of Leket Israel.

“I think if you spoke to your readers, they
would have the sense that every poor person
in Israel is from the ultra-orthodox commu-
nity,” he said. But as the economic troubles in
the United States have spread deprivation to
all parts of the Jewish community, Israel has
had a similar experience.

“Coming from a Modern Orthodox back-
ground, living in my little bubble in Ra’anana,
it was incomprehensible to me, especially
because Israel has made such incredible eco-
nomic gains in the last 20 years,” Gitler said.
“For better or for worse, Israel has become
more capitalistic, and with that has come
Western-style poverty.”

Gitler, 35, worked as an attorney before
he and his family made Aliyah 10 years ago;
he worked in a family business before found-
ing the organization that now also makes a
million sandwiches a year for hungry chil-
dren, and helps hundreds of small organiza-
tions through a food cooperative that buys
food at wholesale prices.

Leket Israel has a $4.4 million dollar year
budget. Factoring in the food it rescues, over-
head is an ultra-low one percent; without
that food factored in the overhead is still just
10 percent of the annual budget, Gitler said.

When health reports in Israel noted that
many Ethiopian immigrants were beginning
to develop diabetes, a new project was born.

“It seems so silly. But they come to Israel
and certain kinds of food are cheap, just like
in the United States,” he explained. Now, a
Leket Israel nutritionist runs food seminars
for immigrants like the Ethiopians and “she
takes them to supermarkets and says, ‘What’s
your food budget a month? You can’t afford
this and that — either from a calorie stand-
point or financially.”

The difference in legal climate between
the United States and Israel makes food res-
cue a major enterprise in Israel.

“In the United States you are talking
about billions of good meals that are going
to waste because people are concerned about
liability,” Gitler said. “In Israel the catering
and the restaurant community essentially
said, ‘There’s a problem, there’s need, come
today. Come yesterday.’ No one ever says to
me, ‘What kind of tax deduction can I get?,”
or overly worries about being sued.

For more information go to the American
Friends of Leket Israel website at leket.org, or
e-mail info@leket.org.

Fish story

A good catch for Masbia

By Daniella Adler

The high cost of fish, a staple item dur-
ing the Nine Days, when meat is customarily
not eaten, could be enough to shut down a
kosher soup kitchen on a tight budget. But
the Masbia network — restaurants where the
house always picks up the tab — is open for
business thanks to a large donation by the
Dagim Fish Company.

Dagim’s Samuel Stefansky donated 2,500
portions, a $9,000 value, to the struggling
soup kitchen, allowing it to continue oper-

presents

ating, and continuing a tradition he began
three years ago.

Masbia’s founder and director, Alexander
Rapaport, said the increased cost of serving
fish instead of meat could have forced the
soup kitchen to close until after Tisha B’Av.
Potentially, the hundreds of people who de-
pend on Masbia five days a week would have
been left without food.

Three years ago, when Rapaport began
planning to open a kosher soup kitchen, he
contacted Stefansky for support. “You got me
in a good mood today. I'll do it,” Stefansky

replied.

A few hours later Stefansky suffered a
heart attack. Before losing consciousness
he told his brothers, who work with him at
Dagim, about the donation, and “told them
to get the fish.” They fulfilled the pledge, Ra-
paport said.

Masbia has quadrupled in size since then
and Stefansky donates each year. This year,
with three new locations and an increase
from 150 to 500 meals per day, Dagim’s gift
for the Nine Days is even larger. It includes
side dishes like knishes and fish sticks for
children.

Masbia survives day to day and most of
its support comes from private donations. To
gather support, they send letters, write press
releases, and, as Rapaport said, “people come
and help us.” But Stefansky, Rapaport said,
stood apart, for he “really made a donation
with a whole heart.”

...r1DI1D 1PO™MIX SXW Ry
1177 A1 19375DnN° 155

Expo & CDI\IFEREI\ICE

Serving NY.& NJ Communities

August 10, 2010

1:00 - 8:00 PM

Tiings

Open to
MEN & WOMEN
18 & over

DEVELOM
3D

VR OmEREE
B oHUINE WA

L%

e ey
VOB

T

Terrace

815 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY

e Building Supplies & Services « Maintenance Supplies
* Heating / Air Conditioning ¢ Electrical Contractors
e Plumbing Supplies, Boiler Services * Architectural Design
 Surveyor, Expediters, Processors * Web Design
e Computer Programs & Services

Agudath
stael,
of America

A
A5
BOARD

Sponsors

i | %\,Jmsmco

CoMUNIEATIONS NETWORK
et :
B e

%Qumm
LEARN - NETWORK - SHOWCASE EXHIBITS - NEGOTIATE - PLAN - DEAL

COMMUNITY
FPl TuejewisH#STAR

I

N’




Raising $180 million in good times is impressive.
In this economy, it’s downright amazing.

Thanks to our friends, donors, and volunteer

campaign leaders, UJA-Federation was able to raise
$136 million for its 2010 Annual Campaign. Combined
with planned gifts, endowments, and capital gifts, funds
totaled more than $180 million.
Because of this, UJA-Federation can help fund a
premier network of more than 100 agencies that promotes

collaboration among Jewish communities around the world,

connects young Jews to Israel and the traditions of our

people, and provides vital assistance to the elderly, the poor,

and the vulnerable, including New York—area families

facing job loss and home foreclosure in this economy.

To our donors and campaign leaders who helped

make this possible, a heartfelt thanks. When the needs were

greatest in the New York and Jewish communities, you

came through in a big way.
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% Tanach Tour at the Met
E TOUR GUIDE RABBI YEHUDA LANDY will lead a

— Tanach and Jewish history tour at the Metro-
x politan Museum of Art this Sunday, July 18th at
230 p.m. (Google for background: Tanach Tour
 Jewish Star). The tour will cover sections of the
in Greco-Roman galleries pertaining to the Three

= Weeks, as well as the Ancient Near East. For more

o information e-mail nzion@smile.net.il or call U.S.

Q

6,20

—

=
=4

D

cell phone 312-919-2175.

July 19

Long Island Friends

Experience

THE JCC OF THE GREATER FIVE TOWNS invites
you to accompany the LIFE program (Long
Island Friends Experience) at the Long Island
Ducks Game on July 19th. LIFE is a socialization
program for adults with physical, neurological
and emotional needs. The group meets 3 times
a month and enjoys a wide arrange of fun and
diverse social activities. For more information
on the LIFE program, please call Gayle Fremed at
(516) 569-6733 x211.

July 20
Tisha B'Av at the

Isaiah Peace Wall

THE AMCHA COALITION FOR JEWISH CONCERNS
will be holding their 33rd annual public Tisha B'Av
service at 2 p.m. at the Isaiah Peace Wall across
from the United Nations at First Avenue and 43rd
Street in Manhattan.

The service and Torah reading will be led by
Rabbi Avi Weiss, the national president of Amcha
and the spiritual leader of the Hebrew Institute
of Riverdale. Participants are asked to bring their
own siddurim. For more information call 212-663-
5784 or email Tishabav@aol.com.

July 27

Non-profit summit

THE FUTURE OF JEWISH NONPROFIT SUMMIT gath-
ers handpicked professionals, volunteers and lay
leaders to candidly interact in a laid back setting
to unlock the full value of moving this vital
industry forward. Some of the most respected
nonprofit professionals, social media experts,
marketers and online fundraisers are coming
together to share their best practices, ideas and
case studies. NYU Wasserman Center for Career
Development, 133 E. 13th Street, 2nd Floor, New
York. Visit http://fojnp.com for complete details.
Use registration code jewishstar for 15% off.

August 1

Torah tour of the Bronx
JOIN RABBI NATAN SLIFKIN, the world-famous
“Z0o Rabbi," author of The Challenge of Creation,
Sacred Monsters, and Nature's Song, as he gives
a tour of the Bronx zoo.

The Torah Tour of the Bronx Zoo is for adults
and older children and begins at 10am - Tpm.
Price: Adults $20, Children $15, Price does not
include zoo admission. For registration (required)
email: zoorabbi@zootorah.com Limited number
of spaces available.

ON THE

Cale

ndar

Submit your shul or organization's events or shiurim to jscalendar@thejewishstar.com.
Deadline is Wednesday of the week prior to publication.

Photo by Yizchak Russek/ Kuvien Images

Over 10,000 gathered in Jerusalem in a rally to support Gilad Shalit, the captured

IDF soldier.

August 3
Night on the beach with

Kulanu

KULANU YOUNG LEADERSHIP DIVISION will be
holding “A Night on the Beach” at the Allegria
Hotel, located at 80 West Broadway in Long
Beach at 7 p.m. There will be a live band, raffles,
and gourmet restaurant samplings. Cost is $100
per couple and $50 per single. To RSVP email
youngleadership@kulanukids.org or call 516-569-
3083 ext. 102.

August 4

Speaking about

Spielberg

THE FRIEDBERG JCC, located at 15 Neil Court in
Oceanside, will be hosting “Hollywood's Peter
Pan: the Cinema of Steven Spielberg.” Film Histo-
rian Philip Harwood will present an overview of
the films of Spielberg will include Raiders of the
Lost Arc, ET., Schindler's List, and Jurassic Park.
The event begins at 7:30. Cost is $5 for members
and $6 for non-members. Light refreshments will
be served.

August 13

Camp Chaverim

THE FRIEDBERG JCC, located at 15 Neil Court in
Oceanside, will be holding Camp Chaverim, a
summer camp experience focusing on socializa-
tion and life skills building for children between
10-13 with special needs. For more information
call the JCC at 516-766-4341 or go online at www.
friedbergjcc.org.

August
17-22

5th Annual National

Jewish Retreat

A DELEGATION FROM THE FIVE TOWNS is preparing
to join the learning getaway of a lifetime, the 5th
Annual National Jewish Retreat. For five days,
30 world-renowned Jewish lecturers will present
over 150 sessions on an array areas of relevant
and contemporary Jewish topics.

Some of the presenters in this year's retreat
include the foremost historian on American
Jewish History, Prof. Jonathan Sarna; author of
the bestselling book Toward A Meaningful Life,
Rabbi Simon Jacobson; former governor and U.S.
senator Mr. George Allen; director of Policy and
Government Affairs at AIPAC, Mr. Bradley Gordon;
former commanding officer of the Special Forces
Unit of the IDF Dr. Gill Heart; author of Doesn't

Anyone Blush Anymore? Rabbi Manis Friedman;
prominent Washington D.C. attorney, Mr. Nat
Lewin; famed Nazi hunter, Mr. Eli Rosenbaum;
Dean of Rabbi Issac Elchanan Theological Semi-
nary, Rabbi Yona Reiss; noted professor, author,
and lecturer, Rabbi Dr. J Immanuel Schochet; Mrs.
Rivka Slonim; Rabbi Shmuel Kaplan; Rabbi Moshe
Kotlarsky; Dr. Erica Brown; Rabbi Moshe Bryski;
Mrs. Molly Resnik; Rabbi Berel Bell; Mrs. Shimona
Tzukernik; Rabbi Nissan Mangel and many other
notable figures in the Jewish community.

For more information and to register for the
retreat, you are welcome to visit Jretreat.com or
call 1-877-jretreat (573-8732).

August 29

Family fun and Long

Beach sun

THE BACH'S 2ND ANNUAL SUMMER CARNIVAL will
offer amusement park rides, entertainment,
games, local artists & vendors, a shofar factory
and glatt kosher food. Free admission. Special
guests: Children from Ohel's orphan children’s
Home to help make their summer fun and
special. Sponsorships available. 2 East Broadway,
Long Beach NY 11561. For more information visit
www.BachYouth.com or call 516-897-2473.

Membership drive

THE SUBURBAN PARK JEWISH CENTER, located at
400 0ld Westbury in East Meadow, is conduct-
ing a membership drive. The Jewish Center has
the lowest membership dues in the area and
membership includes free Hebrew School tuition
and free High Holy Days tickets. There is no
building fund and special discounts are offered
to new members. For more information, call the
synagogue at 516-796-8833.

Shiurim
Monday

SHIUR IN HALACHA followed by a Parsha shiur
given by Rabbi Yaakov Feitman beginning at 9:00

PM at Kehillas Bais Yehuda Tzvi, 395 Oakland Ave.,
Cedarhurst.

Tuesday

SHIUR IN MAHARAL on the Chumash by Rabbi
Eytan Feiner from 8:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. at
Congregation Kneseth Israel, 728 Empire Ave., Far
Rockaway.

PARSHA SHIUR by Rabbi Mordechai Sitorsky
at 9:00 p.m. at Kehillas Bais Yehuda Tzvi, 395
Oakland Ave., Cedarhurst.

Thursday

VIDEO SIMULCASTS OF WEEKLY SHIURIM by Rabbi
Eli Mansour and Rabbi Yissocher Frand at Kehillas
Bais Yehuda Tzvi, 395 Oakland Ave., Cedarhurst.
Rabbi Mansour at 7:45 p.m., Rabbi Frand at 9:00
p.m. Weekly chaburot: 10:15 p.m., Ta"amei HaMitz-
vos: 11:00 p.m., Ma'ariv: 11:115. Chulent served.

Daily

MEN'S TORAH STUDY KOLLEL PROGRAM with Rabbi
Don Well, from 10-12 every morning at Congre-
gation Bais Medrash of Cedarhurst, 504 West
Broadway, corner Bayview Ave in Cedarhurst.



Getting even

Work won't set

By Michael Orbach

A family of Jews stands motionless before
the gates of Auschwitz, below the newly re-
placed sign that reads “Arbeit Macht Frei,”
work will set you free. Near the center of the
group an old man wears a white t-shirt that
says “Survivor.” And then, to the strains of
the cheesy pop song “I Will Survive,” the five
begin to dance. As the video continues, the
settings alternate: the black and white arch
of Terezin concentration camp, the stairs that
lead to Dachau, the Lodze ghetto, the railway
tracks to Auschwitz, and finally the Maisel
Synagogue, where Adolph Hitler planned to
place his museum of the Jews.

But as the backdrops change, the five jerk
their limbs like marionettes as bemused on-
lookers walk by.

Titled, “I Will Survive: Dancing Aus-
chwitz,” the video is the latest and perhaps
unlikeliest hit on YouTube, the video sharing
web site. It is the work of a Jewish conceptual
artist, Jane Korman of Australia, who created
the video as part of an art installation after
a family trip through Poland and Germany
last summer.

“I'really wanted to approach the Holocaust
and the memory of it in a different way,” said
Korman, who is now visiting Israel. “I wanted
to keep it alive and I didn’t know how it could
be done. What I picked up from non-Jew-
ish people was they’re tired of hearing the
word Holocaust. Also, for the third-genera-
tion [of Jews] sometimes they think we’re far
removed [from the Holocaust]. I wanted to
create an artwork that keeps this historically
traumatic memory alive.”

The dance concept, she says, was also in-
spired by a music video for the musician Fat-
boy Slim that features an impromptu dance
troupe at a movie theatre.

Korman’s parents, Adelak, 90, and Mary-
sia, 86, Kohn met after both survived Aus-
chwitz. She received a mixed reaction when
she approached them with her idea.

Korman’s mother refused to accompany
the family. “She still felt betrayed,” Korman
explained.

But her father was more than agreeable.
“[When] I approached my father about the
idea and I explained, ‘You are alive today,
you went through so much. You have grand-
children that are accompanying you to the
places of your past.” He got it in an instant.
He just danced. He’s even dancing more vi-
brantly than we are.”

The video was shot during a visit to Ger-
many and Poland in June and July of 2009.

The family danced quickly so as not to offend
other visitors. As for the dancing, Korman is
happy it wasn’t too professional.

“I didn’t want it to be smooth choreogra-
phy,” she said. “I'm happy it was awkward at
times. It symbolizes the difficulty. As Jews,
we’re always trying to survive and just con-
tinue and there’s always something. We're
trying very hard in spite of it all — life [is]
difficult.”

The video and the art installation have
generated their share of controversy in her
hometown of Melbourne, though Korman
said she received mostly positive feedback.
Even her mother, who refused to accompany
them, was enthusiastic about the final ver-
sion.

“We came from the ashes, now we dance,”
Korman’s mother told her.

Korman’s son, Gil, who dances in the vid-
eo with his grandfather, two sisters and his
mother, defended the project.

“The fact that we are dancing doesn’t dis-
respect what took place 65 years ago,” he
maintained. “The dance is a tribute to the
tenacity of human spirit.”

The video was posted in January, but re-
ceived scant attention until several weeks
ago when it was picked up by a neo-Nazi
website. Since then, the video has received
over 160,000 views. The irony is not lost on
Korman. “It’s taken on a life of its own,” she

Ask Aviva, the Jewish Star's advice columnist

AvivaRizel.mit@gmail.com.

All names will be kept confidential.

Personal details will be edited to protect your privacy

384120

you free. Perhaps dancing?

said.

Two subsequent versions of “Dancing Aus-
chwitz” are much less viewed. The second in
the series is a home recording featuring Kor-
man, her parents and several other Holocaust
survivors dancing in a forest in Melbourne to
the tune of Leonard Cohen’s “Dance Me to
the End of Love.”

That dancing, a group of middle-aged men
and woman doing the hora, was unplanned,
Korman said.

“That was my parents attitude towards
life, they were always dancing,” said Kor-
man.

The final video in the series replays vari-
ous conversations between family members
during the trip. In one segment, Adelak Kohn,
Korman’s father, stands in a cattle car. With

Survivoer
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Photos courtesy of Jane Korman
Artist Jane Korman
took a trip with her
children and her father,
a Holocaust survivor, to
several Holocaust sites
in Germany and Poland.
The video she created,
featuring the family
dancing at the sites to
“l' Will Survive,” has
become a sensation on
the video site YouTube.

his face to the barred window, he reenacts
what his trip to Auschwitz was like. “Can you
tell me where we are?” Kohn asks in Polish
and then translates it to English.

“You are not far from Auschwitz?” he an-
swers himself and then asks for some water
in Polish and English, as he did some sixty
five years ago. Then he begins to laugh. Later
in the video his granddaughter asks why is
smiling.

“How many people can come here? One
percent?” Kohn answers with another ques-
tion, then answers himself: “Not even one
percent. Half a percent? I don’t think even
half a percent. All were killed... I think ev-
ery day about them. A hundred people were
in our family and they all perished in Lodze.
But here, I am very happy.”

m
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Parshat Devarim

Mourning is
not knowing

ike most of us who are up to date on
local news, I don’t think Jewish schol-
arship in women is something we need
to mourn for on Tisha B’Av. I think the more
Jewish knowledge that is out there — the

%‘ more that can be shared with those who will

S

hear, the more that can be taught to our chil-
dren — is a good thing.

But where I feel we need to mourn on Ti-
sha B’Av comes from a reference in chapter
two of Devarim 2:16-17. “And it was after
the entire generation of soldiers died from
amongst the people... And then G-d spoke to
me saying...”

Rashi suggests that
since the word used
to convey G-d’s love
is “Vayomer” (and He
said) instead of “Vayed-
aber” (and He spoke),
this means G-d’s con-
versations with Moshe
since that time were
more one-sided, that
Moshe did not “con-
verse” with G-d in the
face-to-face manner he
had enjoyed previously
until the first genera-
tion died out complete-
ly. This teaches us that
the prophets only come to
help out Israel when Israel
is worthy.

Over the last few years,
I have heard a number of
well-known rabbis speak
of what they felt was the
biggest threat to Judaism
today: the failure of Jewish
education. As much learn-
ing as there is, as much as
we personally learn, and
as much as we support
learning, we are still not
conveying to our children
why we care and why they
should care.

Many schools do a
fine job of educating our
youth. But the reality is
that every school fails
miserably. When Jewish children leave a ye-
shiva elementary school, and certainly high
school, not knowing: how to read Hebrew,
how to translate basic Chumash, the overall
story line and narrative of the Torah, some
of the works of the Neviim (prophets) and
Ketuvim (writings), how to read or use basic
(non-Artscroll) tools to work through a piece
of gemara, basic Jewish history and other ba-
sic knowledge (who came first, Moses Mai-
monides or Moses Feinstein), why Judaism
is important, why our ancestors died for the
Torah, the struggle of faith, the challenges
we face in our lives, then we have what to
mourn.

Why do kids rebel? Why do kids reject?
Why do we assume they will only come
around when they get to Israel and become
inspired?

-

Rabbi Avi Billet

’

As much as we
learn, as much

as we support
learning, we are
still not conveying
to our children why
we care and why
they should care.

Because it doesn’t mean enough to us, or
we don’t know how to properly convey why
it is meaningful. We can’t express in words
why we keep Shabbos, why we spend more
money on kosher food, or why we spend so
so, so much money to make sure our kids get
the Jewish education that fails them. And
why we don’t back up what they are taught
in school with similar values and education
at home. And that’s because we fail them.

G-d didn’t talk to Moshe in a loving way
for 38 years because the people were not de-
serving. The generation Moshe led was go-
ing to die. They spent 38 years waiting for
their end to come. And during that time, G-d
did not have a loving word to say to them
through Moshe.

When we wonder why it sometimes feels
as if G-d doesn’t speak to us, it is because as
good as we think we are, we are still not do-
ing enough to transmit all we stand for to the
next generation. Is it our place to live out our
lives waiting to die so the next generation
can go to the Promised Land? If G-d did not
declare we have nothing to live for except for
our time to finish up so we can pass a baton,
we have no right to give up on ourselves or
our children.

I encounter too many adults who go
through the motions of an observant life and
I wonder why they bother. They don’t seem
to care about davening,
learning, lashon hara, laws
against gambling, lewd
behavior, and modesty in
behavior and dress. Until
we are successful at clean-
ing up our own house and
setting goals for ourselves
that correspond to the life-
style we seem to want to
model for our children (as
indicated by the places we
send them to be educated),
the question over what
new things we mourn for
on Tisha B’Av remains an
open book.

Every man and every
woman needs to first come
to grips with the statement
of Ben Zoma in the begin-
ning of the fourth chapter of Avot. “Who is
rich? The one who is happy with one’s por-
tion.” I will never be a kohen or a levi. I will
never be a king. I will never be a mother. I
will never know what it means to be loved by
a husband. A woman will have a different list
of what she will never be.

I am content with my lot and try to make
the most of the things I can be and the op-
portunities I have to reach out to other peo-
ple. And heaven knows, I have a long way to
go in becoming the best I can be.

When we can teach ourselves and our
children that our lives are meant to be more
theocentric than egocentric; when we inspire
and find people to inspire us, perhaps G-d
will speak to us again.

Until then, the mourning comes.

Send letters to the editor to
letters@thejewishstar.com
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The Jean Fischman Chabad Center of the Five Towns Presents:

a iorm[
TEWISH RETREAT

A DIVISION OF THE ROHR JEWISH LEARNING INSTITUTE

at the luxurious Hyatt Regency in Reston, VA -

August 17-22, 2010
v NN 29—

The Friendship Circle unites teen volunteers with
. children who have special needs

in a friendship that deeply enriches
FRlENDQHW both lives. Through a wide range of
CIRCLE Jewish, social, and recreational
programming and activities, the

" two share fun & love.
We invite you to join our circle!

For more information or to sigh up to receive

volunteers or to volunteer please call Batsheva
516-295-2478*13 or email Batsheva@
chabad5towns.com

Limited Space available for the Friendship Circle end of Summer Camp- Aug 23-26. Call now to reserve a spot.
This fun filled camp will feature a variety of activities, games, sports as well as daily field trips

HEBREW SCHOOL @

Learning was never this much fun/

Special emphasis on Hebrew reading skills with
Nationally acclaimed Aleph Champ reading program

All are welcome!/

Discount for Chabad of the Five Towns members
Synagogue membership is not reduired

Registration now open
School starts September 12
www. fivetownshebrewschool.com

For more information about ongoing or upcoming programs, please call (516) 295-2478

or visit us at www.chabadfivetowns.com
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Tales Out Of Jerusalem: Seven Gates To The City

Every week now for the past half year there seems to be no
letup in the growing quarrels between the diverse groups with-
in the Orthodox Jewish spectrum and non-Orthodox Jews.

These seemingly petty disputes, over time, have evolved
from rhetorical battles to physical ones, and have served to
sully our image and create widespread desecration of our
faith. Furthermore, the lack of a responsible reaction by

S those who should know better has served to bring shame and

disgrace upon us all.

In the books I was reading prior to my trip to Jerusalem
this month I came across a recently published volume by one
of our faith’s leading interpreters, Rabbi Dr. Emanuel Feld-
man. Titled, “Tales Out Of Jerusalem”
[Feldheim, 2010] this book contains a
series of short essays dealing with the
vast gamut of issues facing us in the
world today. Organized into seven sec-
tions, Rabbi Feldman seeks to give the
reader a sane, rational and responsible
opinion on issues most others fear to
tackle, and he does so with both charm,
wit, and firmness in tone.

While tied to Jerusalem, the book
deals with issues that transcend both
the geographic as well as spiritual con-
fines of the holy city. One example is an
essay originally composed on January
26, 2005 and deemed contemporary
enough for the rabbi to include in this volume. It is to this es-
say that I wish to center my review for its content both speaks
to the issues of today and represents all the eloquence to be
found in this brilliant anthology.

“Ready to be Orthodox but no place to go” reads like a
heartfelt plea for sanity in the ongoing disputes between the
Modern Orthodox community and the Charedi community.

Rabbi Feldman gives candid observations of both the
faults and strengths to be found within these diverse groups.

Alan Jay Gerber
|

The FlVe

Towns Welcome

Each is given their due as to the sincerity of their motive
and purpose. The group’s devotion to faith is not questioned,
rather he questions their actions and the sincerity of those
actions.

Rabbi Feldman’s frankness is refreshing. Consider the fol-
lowing observation: “I fully appreciate the sacrifice that full-
time kollel learning involves: many luxuries and comforts are
happily surrendered in order to maintain such dedication.
But within their world, is there also room for genuinely pi-
ous and learning people who also work, earn livelihoods, and
have university degrees?”

However, Rabbi Feldman also gives the following as a re-
tort to those who seek to bash the kollel mindset. “They [the
chareidim] have a charismatic leadership, a consistent ideol-
ogy, they are intensely Jewish, they sacrifice,” Rabbi Feldman
writes. “There is a purpose in their lives, spiritual strength,
sanctity, self-assurance — and these have attracted many
Jews under their umbrella.”

These observations, while not the final answer to the com-
munal disputes that have bedeviled us of late, do indeed help
to frame a sane and dispassionate discourse among us for
the establishment of peace and tranquility as well as mutual
respect among the diverse groups within our faith.

Absent from Rabbi Feldman’s observations and words of
advice are personal attacks, demeaning characterizations
and divisive images that further help to inflame an already
incendiary situation.

It behooves us at this time of year to take Rabbi Feldman’s
wise words to heart and to learn from them that there is bal-
ance to communal diversity, that disagreement in terms of
theology and intensity of practice should not invite heresy
hunting.

Sinat Yisrael should have no place in public parlance
and that the Ahavat Yisrael learned from the pages of Rabbi
Emanuel Feldman should be reflected on the streets of Eman-
uel, Israel, as well as other venues, wherever Jews live.

author of Taﬁ.-t &ituf.il"rrﬂml .
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Richard Grazi, MD Michael Wenof, MD

GENESIS Fertility & Reproductive Medicine is pleased to announce
the opening of our new office on Long Island. We have been treating
infertility, from the simplest to the most complex cases, for over 20
years. We can help you to overcome the following conditions:

» Male factor infertility

* Recurrent pregnancy loss
* Endometriosis

» Genetic disorders

» Unexplained infertility
« Disorders of ovulation
» Tubal blockage

 Premature menopause

For your convenience, services for infertility including initial consultation,
office visits, ultrasounds and blood testing are provided at our Long
Island location. If you are trying to have a baby, we can help.

v ¢
N
GENESIS )~

Weere Life Begins®

1571 Broadway, Hewlett, NY 11557
Tel: 718-283-8600 » www.genesisfertility.com

Medical professionals and health-related businesses, reserve your space now!
Monthly special sections, all this year in

THE JEWISH % STAR
August 6 Oct. 15

Sept. 3 Nov. 12
Dec. 17

Call your sales representative today! « (516) 569-4000
Nassau County
Helene Parsons - ext. 290
Brooklyn
Jay Morrow - ext. 314
Queens, Manhattan & the Bronx
Jesse Osher - ext. 319
or email newsroom@thejewishstar.com
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Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb is Execu-
tive Vice President Emeritus of the Orthodox
Union. He recently translated the Kinot for the
Koren Kinot Mesorat Harav, a new translation
and commentary on the Tisha BAv services
based on the work of Harav Joseph B. Soloveit-
chik. On Tisha BAv (Tuesday, July 20) he will
host his annual Kinot webcast on the Ortho-
dox Union website (www.ou.org) live from the

E Young Israel of Woodmere.
>

S

Michael Orbach: What was the hardest
part of translating the Kinot?

Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb: In general, all
translations are a difficult process: It’s dif-
ficult to capture any author’s meaning, the
various levels of his meaning, the culture he’s
writing for and the audiences he’s address-
ing. The Kinot are meant to have both intel-
lectual meaning and an emotional impact.
They’re designed to make a person feel grief,
mourning, horror and calamity. To convey
that in another language is certainly the big
challenge.

MO: What was the impetus for the new
translation of the Kinot?

RW: We wanted a brand new translation
that would convey the emotional impact.
From the time I agreed to do [the transla-

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

tion], I did not consult any of the English
translations available, I only used traditional
Hebrew sources. I used the Mossad HaRav
Kook, the Daniel Goldschmidt edition, which
is the most authoritative version until ours.
I also consulted some other Hebrew edi-
tions and I used a Yiddish translation, called
the Evra Teich edition that I found it an old
bookstore in Jerusalem.

MO: Did you try to capture the rhythm
of the Kinot?

RW: A few of the people that reviewed
it have noticed that I tried very hard to keep
the rhythm. I read every line or every phrase
aloud to catch the rhythm, tempo and the
meter. Sometimes I succeeded and some-
times I failed. The rhythm is an exceedingly
important part of Kinot. The [Kinot] have a
certain rhythm which makes them very dif-
ferent from liturgy like Selichot. The rhythm
of Kinot is one that tries to subconsciously
shock the person — an image or phrase that
will make them feel the impact of the Chur-
ban [the destruction of the Temple].

MO: Which Kina was the hardest to
translate?

RW: Rabbi Yehuda Halevi’s “Tziyon Halo
Tishali.” Rabbi Levi, unlike the other authors,

é

Photo courtesy Orthodox Union

The meaning

& A with Rabbi Dr.

Photo courtesy Conference of Presidents

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu being presented with the OU-Koren Kinot
by Malolm Hoenlein of the Conference of Presidents (left).

is primarily a poet. He wrote volumes of po-
etry and he’s considered to be the greatest
post-biblical Jewish poet. He lived in the
golden age of Spain; the poetry is so beau-
tiful that to capture it is especially difficult.
He writes in the Sephard style and that pres-
ents a special challenge [as well], since all
the other Kinot are in the Ashkenaz style. Po-
ets are influenced by their culture, including
their secular culture. Ashkenaz [poets] are
influenced by German poetry and Sephard
[poets] are influenced by Spanish and Arabic
poetry.

MO: Which Kina is the most meaning-
ful for you?

RW: The most meaningful Kina to me is
number 20 in our edition. It’s the Kina where
we ask G-d: How could you do this to us?
Where were you? It begins “Hatae Elohi,” “In-
cline your Ear My G-d.” Kina means a lament;
this also has that theme, but it’s a prayer
and it’s a strong prayer, almost a demanding
prayer. It’s, “Okay G-d, we’ve had enough,
now it’s time for You to listen to us.” It’s very
simplified, but it has a special meaning.

MO: Can you give us a brief history of
the Kinot?

RW: There are different traditions in the
Kinot. What we'’re referring to is the Ashke-
naz version, Sephardim have a completely
different version of Kinot. The Kinot were
written over many centuries, and over time
more and more Kinot were included, until
the 18th century when it started to take the
form it has now. Any one of the authors, and
there are probably a dozen different authors
of the Kinot we use, wrote numerous poems
expressing their feelings of the Churban or
other major catastrophes in Jewish history.

We include more of Eliezer Hakalir’s po-
ems than many others and it’s a mystery just
when he lived. According to some opinions
he actually lived in the times of the Tannaim
and was Eliezer, the son of Shimon Bar Yo-
chai. That takes you back a hundred years
after the destruction of the Second Temple.
The more scholarly opinion is that he prob-
ably lived in the time of the 8th century. It
seems pretty clear from the content analysis
of his poems that he lived in Eretz Yisroel.
Little is known about his life but he produced
a massive amount of poems on a variety of
topics. About 15 of his poems were incor-
porated into our Kinot. He focuses entirely
on the theme of the destruction of the First
and Second Temple. There are other Kinot on
that theme [but] with a different spin, like
comparing the destruction of Jerusalem to
the Exodus from Mitzrayim. [Other Kinot]

focus on a subsequent tragedy, like the First
Crusade in 1096 and the Second Crusade
that occurred in the 12th century.

There is a very famous Kina that deals
with a still later historical event: the burning
of the Talmud in the late 13th century. There
are a number of poems that begin with Tzion
and deal with the whole aspect of the loss of
Zion and the return — they are all laments
with some anticipation and hope. What is
missing is any reference to the expulsions of
the Jews from Spain, which is included in the
Sephardic Kinot. There’s no mention of the
pogroms, the most famous, The Khmelnytsky
Massacre, took place in 1648-1649 in Poland
and the Ukraine. The Kinot take you up to
the fourteenth century, but they do not deal
with the Spanish experience and anything
subsequent to that [time period]. The Kinot
were written long before the Holocaust and
we incorporated four Kinot on the Holocaust
into the Koren edition.

In my presentation on the web, I include
other Kinot that deal with the Spanish Expul-
sion, the Dreyfus Affair, the blood libels and
the more recent things like terrorism in Israel
today that are not in the historical Kinot but
are a very important part of Jewish history.
There are Kinot written on World War One
and there are Kinot on the expulsion of the
Jews from the Old City in 1948 and there is
a Kina on the expulsion of Jews from Gush
Katif.

MO: What exactly defines a Kina? Would
Chaim Bialik’s “In the City of Slaughter”
be considered a Kinat?

RW: It’s a good point. Some of the authors
of the Kinot are gedolai yisroel — Rabbi Ye-
huda HalLevi, the Maharam of Rutenberg —
who are in the top 20 gedolei yisroel of the
medieval times, but some of the authors we
know nothing about. They may not have been
great sages or rabbis and may just been po-
ets. Any number of people who are not great
rabbis or very observant wrote poems, Chaim
Nachman Bialik is one, Uri Tzvi Greenberg is
another. They all qualify as Kinot and they’re
important to read because they put us in
touch with the historical memory. On Tisha
B’av we'’re reading the Kinot in a shul so we
try as much as possible to select Kinot writ-
ten from a religious perspective. The poem
by Bialik is controversial since it is a lament,
but it is provocative since it questions G-d
and it criticizes, or can be read to criticize,
the passivity of the victims of the pogrom.

In our edition we include four kinot on the
Holocaust. One was written by the Bobover
Rebbe; another by Rabbi Schwab. The third
Kina was written by Rabbi Abraham Rosen-



of the Kinot

Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

feld. The fourth Kina is written by a poet,
Yehuda Leib Bialer, a traditional Jew and a
survivor of the Holocaust. He wrote several
poems of the Holocaust
that can be seen as Kinot.
His Kina [in the edition] is

modeled after the very last The KIﬂOt have d

Kina, “Alei Tzion;” where-

as, that Kina mourns the Certain rhythm

destruction of the Temple,

Bialer mourns the destruc- that tr|es tO

tion of European Jewry.
There are a lot of Kinot but

we try to focus on those SUbCO“SClOUSIV

that write from a rabbinic-

religious perspective or ShOCk the person
— make them feel
of the Kinot fentures tNE IMpact of the

at least from a traditional
perspective.

commentary by Rav Jo-

seph Soleveitchik, how ChUI'ban.
would you describe his

commentary? Would you

say there is a unifying theme?

RW: As it’s commonly known, the Rav
would teach Kinot all day, every day, on
Tisha B’av for 30 years and we have tran-
scriptions of all of them. Sam Posner did an
unbelievable job of distilling them and now
they’re published as commentary on almost
every verse of the Kinot. Did he have a unify-
ing theme? His unifying theme was the ex-
perience, you might say, of what galut [ex-
ile] means to a contemporary Jew. He was

able to express that because he was in touch
with the traditional interpretations of galut,
and in touch with contemporary Jewish tra-
ditions and many aspects
of Jewish history, includ-
ing the Holocaust and
the State of Israel. That is
what makes his commen-
tary come especially alive.
The Rav gives you a sense
of the historical perspec-
tive and he relates it, time
and time again, to the ex-
perience of his audiences
and today’s audiences.

MO: What is your fa-
vorite of the Rav’s inter-
pretations?

RW: In one of the Kinot
about the Crusades, the
Rav points out that one of
the tragedies of the Cru-
sades, beside the murder
and eradication of whole
communities of Jews, was the amount of To-
rah lost. The Crusades took place in the times
of the Baalei Tosefos and the great Rishon-
im — hundreds of whom were killed in the
Crusades. Rabbenu Tam was not killed, but
he was severely wounded by the Crusades.
I wonder if that affected his capacity to learn
and teach. The tragedy of the Crusades was
[also] the various Torah projects in draft
form that were lost to us and the hundreds of
victims who were outstanding rishonim.
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Editorial

Welcome announcement

t would presumptious of us to assume

that the Eida Charedis in Yerushalayim

takes any step in reaction to public opin-
ion; more presumptious still to imagine the
rabonim who comprise that ruling body of
the Charedi community in Israel care less
about opinions here in New York, but any-
one who has felt even a twinge of aggra-
vation over increasingly vio-
lent street protests in Israel
concerning chilul Shabbos,
grave desecration, real or
imagined, or anything else,
can feel good about a pub-
lic announcement today that
has been a long time coming.
It is perhaps perfectly timed
before Tisha B’Av to relieve
hard feelings between groups
of Jews who have the Torah
in common and, seemingly,
little else.

As reported Wednesday
on the news site TheYeshiva-
World.com, the Eida Chare-
dis, led by HaGaon Rav Yitz-
chok Tuvia Weiss, shlita, released a forceful
Kol Koreh, a public announcement, con-
cerning the hafganos, local parlance for the
street demonstrations that in the view of
many, many Jews have caused widespread
chilul Hashem seen around the world.

That community’s leaders now forbid
children and unmarried students from tak-
ing part in demonstrations. Restless young
people have been a primary source of
manpower for the unrest and much of the
violence has been blamed on young people
somehow out of control. Now, in a com-
munity that places primary importance on
obediance to rabbinic authority, they are
forbidden from becoming involved.

“The Kol Koreh also warns against any
acts of violence, such as stone throwing

little else.

Perfectly timed
before Tisha B'Av
to relieve hard
feelings between
Jews who have the
Torah in common,
and, seemingly,

— because it can cause serious injury, and
warns against making fires” the report
said.

Late is usually better than never and so it
is in this case. It will certainly be interesting
to see what happens, but critics, including
this editorial page, can no longer complain
that nothing forceful has been said about
the ongoing, disgrace-
ful violence. We greatly
welcome this crucial devel-
opment.

In a similar spirit of aha-
vas chinam — brotherly love
— before Tisha B’Av, when
we remember too well the
consequences of bad feel-
ings between Jews, this
week’s issue of The Jewish
Star spotlights the late Sep-
hardic Chief Rabbi, Harav
Mordechai Eliyahu zt”], who
was remembered in Queens
last week at a Shloshim, the
30-day anniversary of his
death.

Also this week, in the issue before Ti-
sha B’Av, David Seidemann examines the
importance of caring for others in an es-
say called Goodbye to the Arch of Titus,
Alan Jay Gerber’s Bookworm is in a similar
vein, and we bring to you an in-depth con-
versation about Kinot for Tisha B’Av from
a foremost authority on the subject, Rabbi
Zvi Hersh Weinreb, who will again reprise
his role as host of a live webcast from the
Young Israel of Woodmere.

Perhaps most powerfully, Rabbi Avi Billet
offers a contemporary reason to mourn on
Tisha B’Av — more of a call to attention,
really, but one we highly recommend, par-
ticularly to parents of young children.

Have an easy and meaninful fast.
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Letters to the editor

Three lessons from
witness tampering

To the Editor:

Your cover story about the indict-
ment of a 31-year-old man in Lake-
wood for witness tampering (“Wit-
ness tampering charged in abuse
case”; July 9, 2010) was a great
service to the community for at least
three reasons.

First, many still feel the “commu-
nity” can handle child abuse cases
better than the authorities. Yet, at
the recent Agudah convention I at-
tended, we were instructed to con-
tact the police if there is a suspicion
of child abuse.

Second, some people may think
they have the right to free speech to
espouse and encourage that matters
like child abuse should be handled
through beis din, but they could find
themselves in violation of the secular
law. In a New Jersey case called State
v. Crescenzi, an appeals court reject-
ed such a constitutional challenge of
free speech noting “when the public
interest in discovering the truth in of-
ficial proceedings is balanced against
a party’s right to speak, that party’s
right is minuscule.” A “beis din only”
defense to prevent chillul HaShem
will not go too far before any jury
hearing a child abuse, witness tam-
pering trial.

Finally, it astounds me that peo-
ple willingly and openly talk to the
police without the advice of coun-
sel. The government’s proof in the
case would have been substantially
harder without the young man talk-
ing so freely. Unless you call the po-
lice, they do not come to your house
just to shmooze or have coffee. Be
smart; call a lawyer before you talk
too much.

Alexander (Abba Shmuel) Novak
Cedarhurst

Accused not from
Beis Medrash Govoha

To the Editor:

The individual charged with in-
timidation is not a faculty or staff
member, employee, nor representa-
tive of Beth Medrash Govoha (Wit-
ness tampering charged in abuse
case; July 9, 2010). We consider in-
timidation in any form or format to
be entirely wrong and improper.

Rabbi Aaron Kotler
Lakewood, NJ

The writer is chief executive officer
of Beth Medrash Govoha.

Boss George, the
college advisor

To the Editor:
George Steinbrenner died Tues-
day, a larger than life figure to New

Yorkers for nearly four decades. I
never met Steinbrenner in person,
but our lives intersected briefly on
one spring day in 1990 when he and
I spoke on the phone twice for about
15 minutes. Actually, I spoke for ap-
proximately one minute and Stein-
brenner spoke for 14.

When these conversations took
place Steinbrenner was not the be-
loved figure eulogized this week.
Frankly, I don’t know what possessed
me to call him or to think that he
would take my call. My son Benjie,
who was soon to graduate yeshiva
high school, had just recently been
accepted by Williams College, Stein-
brenner’s alma mater. When our fam-
ily visited Williamstown, Massachu-
setts, it was instantly apparent that
the Williams College environment
was markedly different from the ye-
shiva world to which Benjie was ac-
customed, and would pose many in-
teresting challenges. As our campus
tour continued and we walked on
the Steinbrenner Athletic Fields I de-
cided I would call Mr. Steinbrenner
when we returned to New York.

The next day I called the Yankee
offices. I identified myself as a New
York attorney calling to discuss Wil-
liams College. George Steinbrenner
picked up the phone instantly. When
he heard my question re the suit-
ability of Williams for a yeshiva kid
from Long Island he told me about
his Jewish pal from the track team,
about the new Jewish Center under
construction on campus; he wouldn’t
let me off the phone. Unbelievably to
me, he even offered to call my son
to speak with him directly. So, when
the housekeeper answered the phone
at my cousin’s Manhattan apartment
during dinner and told my son that
the call was for him, some Mr. Stein-
brenner, everyone thought it was a
practical joke being played by one of
Benjie”s friends. When he heard that
voice say, “Hello, Ben, its George
Steinbrenner,” he knew it was no
practical joke.

Several days later Benjie received
a personal letter from George Stein-
brenner on Yankee stationery con-
gratulating him on his admission to
Williams College and advising him
that his son, Hal Steinbrenner, a Wil-
liams senior, would look him up in
September.

So Tuesday, as TV commentators,
players and celebrities recounted
many tales of Steinbrenner, I couldn’t
help but reminisce about the day 20
years ago when George Steinbrenner,
unbeknownst to anyone, took the
time and made the effort to assist
our family with its college decisions.
Benjie never spent a day at Williams
College, but we saw another side of
George Steinbrenner not visible to
the public (especially back then) and
we will never forget the interest he
showed in a yeshiva kid from Long
Island and his future.

Lester Henner
Lawrence



Opinion

lomatic Morse code. When the leader of
one country pays an official visit to an-
other country, they are more often than not
telegraphing their vision and their priorities.

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is no
exception to this rule.

Ahmadinejad’s travel schedule provides
particular insight into his objectives — and
the primary objective
of Iran’s president is
scoring points by coun-
tering the influence of
the Western world in
general and the United
States in particular.

Ahmadinejad is out
to garner rhetorical
and political victories
around the world. Ah-
madinejad’s visits are
propelled by his desire
to entice leaders and to
excite their masses and
his own.

Recently, Ahma-
dinejad visited Nigeria.
There were two reasons
for his visit. The first is that Nigeria assumed
the rotating chairmanship of the United Na-
tions Security Council. Ahmadinejad went to
Nigeria to forge a strong bond between Ni-
gerian leadership and himself, between the
people of Nigeria and the people and Iran.
The Iranian envisions the bond between Iran
and Nigeria to be a counter balance to the
influence exerted by the Western world.

The second reason for this visit was be-
cause Nigeria was the site of the D-8 Confer-
ence. The D-8 is an organization composed
of the eight largest developing Muslim coun-
tries. The D stands for “developing” and the
countries are Egypt, Nigeria, Indonesia, Ban-
gladesh, Malaysia, Pakistan, Turkey and Iran.
These countries represent nearly one billion
people. This organization fits perfectly into
the vision Ahmadinejad has crafted for Iran.

The D-8 gives preferential treatment to its
members in developing trade and commerce
deals. Between the years 2006 and 2010 trade
between D-8 members increased from $35
billion to $68 billion. That trade accounts for
3.3% of the world’s trade. Over the next few
years the D-8 hopes to bring that number as
high as 15%

If these eight Muslim countries and their
organization continue to harness their power
we will see a significant shift in the sands of
the world market and Iran will be closer to
fulfilling its vision of unseating Western and
US influence and power.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry has just announced
that Ahmadinejad will head a delegation of
70 people traveling to Lebanon. Different lo-
cation, similar motivation.

Lebanon, like Nigeria, sits on the UN Se-
curity Council. In the last vote on adopting
new sanctions against Iran, Lebanon chose
to abstain. The Lebanese representative had
asked for a delay of the vote to get instruc-
tions from his government in Beirut. In the
absence of a delay, which was simply a tacti-
cal move, Lebanon abstained.

By abstaining Lebanon firmly sealed
the relationship between Iran and Lebanon
which, until that point, had been explosive
and marked by decades of distrust. Iran has
always wanted to unseat the Lebanese gov-

T he travel plans of world leaders are dip-

Micah D. Halpern
|

Diplomatic Morse code

ernment and insert their own Shiite puppets,
a.k.a. Hezbollah. The insurrection, religious
discord and political unrest that have plagued
Lebanon for decades are, in no small part,
due to Iran’s desire to affect regime change.
The upcoming Presidential trip and a re-
cent meeting between Nabih Berri, the Leba-
nese Speaker of the Parliament and Aladdin
Boroujerdi, the Chairman of Iran’s National
Security and Foreign Policy committee, are

sure signs of a serious alliance between the
two Muslim nations.

The wrestling match between Iran and the
U.S. continues. Right now, Iran is winning.
Lebanon, a country that had been leaning
against Iran and toward the West has been
swayed to the other side. The D-8 is gaining
momentum and momentum is power. Iran is
securing the support of pivotal Arab/Muslim
countries. Ahmadinejad knows how to charm

Arab leadership and he knows how to woo
the Muslim population.

Dot, dot dot, dash dash dash, dot dot dot.
That’s Morse code for SOS. The United States
and the Western world are in danger.

Micah D. Halpern is a columnist and a
social and political commentator. Read his
latest book THUGS. He maintains The Micah
Report at www.micahhalpern.com.
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Opinion

Goodbye to the Arch of Titus

ne plus one plus one does not always
equal three. I love my children, you
see, love the concept of summer camp,
and love to visit with my children. But I de-

S test visiting day. Driving from camp to camp,

O then to activities, then to lunch, onto supper

> and then back to two different camps is more

_)

than I can handle.

Visiting Day did not begin well last Sun-
day. As I was driving on Route 17 on the way
up to the mountains a tattoo-covered creature
sporting a bandanna decided that I was driv-
ing too slowly. First he tailgated me. Then he
passed me on the right
and while cutting back
in front of me hurled a
bottle of water in the
direction of my wind-
shield. Fortunately, it
missed, and I contin-
ued on what seemed to
be my 40-year journey
in the Catskill desert.

I couldn’t erase that
episode from my mind
for a good hour or so.
The thought of what
might have occurred
had the bottle hit my
windshield was fright-

David Seidemann  ening. I was saddened

eeessssssssm 4t how  selfish  and

self-centered humans

or reasonable facsimi-

les thereof could be. I couldn’t believe that

someone, who was obviously in need of an-

ger management training, would risk injury

to himself and to others simply because he
couldn’t speed down 17 at his desired rate.

I was hoping that sometime during the
day my faith in humanity would be restored.

It did not occur at my first stop, the camp
attended by my 12-year-old
daughter. My daughter’s
counselor, junior coun-
selor, assistant counselor,
assistant to the junior
counselor, and the junior
assistant to the assistant
junior counselor, immedi-
ately greeted me. In unison
they told me how wonder-
ful my “granddaughter”
is. I politely explained to
them that it is my daugh-
ter whom they have the
pleasure of spending the
summer with, and not my
granddaughter.

Fearful that their tips
were in jeopardy, the cadre
of counselors apologized
for the unintended snub
and assured me that if indeed I were a grand-
father, I would be a very young looking one
at that.

My wife and I and our daughter embarked
for camp number two in our minivan, which
at that point looked like a garbage can on
wheels. Within minutes of arrival my faith
in what we as parents, our schools and our
camps, are teaching our children was im-
mediately restored. By the looks of it, our
two youngest children, attending sleep-away
camp for the first time, adjusted to the sepa-
ration better than I. They ran to us, jumped
in our arms, smothered my wife and me

FROM THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE
BENCH

Afraid their tips
were in jeopardy,
the counselors
apologized and
assured me that
| would be a very
young looking
grandfather.

with hugs and kisses, and showed us to their
bunks.

Before introducing us to their counselors,
they took pride in how tidy their cubbies were
and showed us where they hid their nosh. As
we were about to depart the grounds, my
nine-year-old whispered in my year, “Daddy,
there is a girl here from Illinois. Her parents
couldn’t come in for visiting day. Her grand-
parents live in Monsey and were supposed to
come to spend the day with her, and she just
found out that they couldn’t come. She has
nobody to spend the day with; can I invite
her to come with us?”

“Of course,” I answered. The smiles on
my daughter’s face and on her friend’s face
were secondary only to the smile in my heart
as I realized that somewhere along the way,
in teaching our children, we had done some-
thing right.

We made the appropriate arrangements
with the camp administration and took this
little girl with us wherever we went. She
swam with us, ate with us and, in true visit-
ing day tradition, shopped with us.

And that’s how we entered the nine days,
the period of national mourning for the Jew-
ish people, when our temples were destroyed
because, perhaps, we were bottle throwers
and tantrum throwers, as opposed to “em-
bracers of other people’s children.”

The Roman leader Vespasian and his son
and successor Titus laid siege to Jerusalem in
or about 70 CE. Titus’s successor Flavius Sil-
va finished off the conquest of the Holy Land
approximately two years later at Masada. It
was there that a thousand men, women and
children decided to die as Jews, rather than
live as Romans.

Our challenge is a lot more difficult. Our
challenge is not to die as Jews, but to live as
Jews. Titus’s arch in Rome with those pain-
ful words “Judea Capta”
speaks only of the physical
structures that comprise
Jerusalem. We have not re-
built those structures and
therefore Titus’s words,
painful though they are to
read, are nevertheless still

true.
But neither Titus nor
Nebuchadnezzar  before

him, or Hitler after him, or
our modern-day enemies,
has ever succeeded in cap-
turing the Jewish spirit.
And so while Judah might
have been captured and
destroyed, the Jew himself
was not. I found uplift-
ing the simple words of a
nine-year-old: “Daddy, can
she come with us; she is all alone,” as a har-
binger, hopefully, for the rebuilding of our
nation, our people and our structures.

Those simple words, “She is all alone; can
she come with us,” bespeak the care, concern
and sensitivity that Titus and his ilk will nev-
er conquer.

A few more moments like that and per-
haps the Arch of Titus will go the way the
Berlin Wall.

David Seidemann is a partner with the
law firm of Seidemann & Mermelstein.
He can be reached at (718) 692-1013
and at ds@lawofficesm.com

Attn: Gamps, Yeshivas, Schools, Organizations,

Bungalow Colonies, Hotels & Motels

We Have a Full Line of Top Quality Used Furniture,

at the LOWEST PRICES!
We Specialize in All Types of Used Furniture for

Bungalows, Camps, Yeshivas and Shuls, such as:

*Bunk Beds *Couches *Teachers Chairs

+Beds »Cubbies *Balloom Chairs | Zalmen (Sam) Lax
*Mattresses *Kitchen Equipment ~ +Stack Chairs 1331 47thStreet
*Dresses *(ffice Furniture *Dining Room Chaits

*Credenzas «Stucent Desks *Dormitory Chairs Brooklyn, NY 11217
*Night Tables ~ +Cafeteria Tables *File Cahinets 917-131-4248
Folding Tables  *Bochurim Proof Chairs +Folding Benches  |samlax63@aol.com
*Folding Chairs  #Teachers Desks *\Mahogany Benches

384956

We deliver through-out the United States.
Our American made furniture is strong and sold with a
5YEAR GUARANTEE. Whole-Sale Only!
No Chinese-Made Garbage!

R B

L1

516-569-2662

| Ask for Mario or Judy at the Fish Counter |

SESAME |
GARI.IC SALMON

1125

T“.AP'A I HEAT& T
FILLET ¢

BREADED LEMON

N AREDE PEPPER FILLET#

FLOUNDER -

HALIBUT .

$ 99 MOCK STEAKS €
ey ?\LB/_,—( CRAB CAKES ¢ ~— _"‘_1’_3{,)’
$999 “
MUENSTER | ST |
HEESE " BAKED PREMIUM ¢
HAOLOM FARMER CHEESE NOVA

99

. 27% L - 29% A7

FREE GRILLING - SUNDAYS & FRIDAYS

Sale Dates: July 18-23
137 Spruce St., Cedarhurst

Located in Gourmet Glatt Emporium

385971




Ask Aviva

By Aviva Rizel

Columnist’s Note: This letter was sent with
the writer’s parental permission.

Dear Aviva,

I am 8 years old. My first problem is that
I want to be famous and I'm not. My second
problem is that all my friends’ mom and dads
let them do all sorts of stuff, but my mommy
and daddy don’t. Like, watch certain shows,
go outside by themselves, read certain stuff
and let them do stuff by themselves. Most of
my friends have their own room too. I don’t.

I told my mom and dad that I want to do
stuff like my friends, too, but they don’t un-
derstand me. So then I just sit and think of a
better way to explain it to them, but nothing
comes into my mind.

They try to understand me, but then they
end up doing the stuff that I don’t really care
about so much. Like, they sometimes want
me to babysit my brother for 10 minutes while
they’re in the house. Or they would tell me to
stay inside by myself for three minutes while
they talk to a neighbor. They’re trying to help
me but I don’t want to do those things. Well,
I guess I could do that stuff, but there’s other
stuff that I want to do more.

Could you help me get them do the other
stuff that I really want to do?

-Princess

Precious Princess

Dear Princess,

Wow, these sound like
very big problems that we
need to talk about. I'm go-
ing to try my hardest to
help you out, Princess.

Let’s first talk about the
problem you have with
your parents.

You sound very smart.
You know what you want
and that’s great! Now let’s
try to find a way for your
parents to be able to give
you what you want.

It sounds like your par-
ents are really cool because
they’re trying to under-
stand you and let you do
very big things. Most kids don’t start baby-
sitting until they’re much, much older. You
sound like a very good babysitter whom your
parents trust. But the problem is that you
want to do other big-kid things that they’re
not letting you do.

You're doing the right thing by talking to
your parents and telling them what you want.
Instead of telling them everything that you
want, think of just one thing that you want.
This one thing has to be something that you
think they might allow. Maybe there is a book
that you really want to read and your parents
don’t let. Ask them respectfully and politely
if they could read the book themselves and

me.

Need More Space?
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ST

month

With @ minimum of a 3 month agreement
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My problem is that
my friends’ moms
and dads let them
do all sorts of stuff
but my mommy and
daddy don't... They
don't understand

then decide if it is appro-
priate.

Remember, your par-
ents are not making up
rules just to make you
sad. There is a reason
that they don’t let you do
everything. If your par-
ents check out a book and
still say that it’s not okay,
then ask them to tell you
which book they would al-
low. There are tons of cool
books out there.

Oh! T just thought of
the best idea! Maybe one
of your parents can take
you and a bunch of your
friends out for pizza or
ice cream. Wouldn'’t it be cool if your parent
stood away from you guys in the store and
let you guys order for yourself and sit at your
own table?

Ask your parents if they would be okay
with that. They might think it’s a good idea,
or they might think that it’s a bad idea. If
they think that it’s a bad idea, you might feel
very disappointed. After you are feeling bet-
ter, you should really talk to them. Tell them
that you feel like you are ready to start do-
ing more things by yourself. (The word for
“doing things by yourself” is “independent”
— in-da-pen-dent.) Ask them to help you
think of something to make you a little more

independent that you would be happy with
and they would be comfortable with.
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Sometimes your parents might upset you =

when they don’t let you do things. It might
look like your friends are allowed to do all
the fun stuff and you’re not. I want you to
know that your friends also aren’t allowed to
do everything they want. And your friends
also get disappointed when their parents say
no. Try to think about the things that you
are allowed to do, and try to do those things
more. Like, if you are allowed to call your
friends on the phone, see if you can do that
more often.

One more thing, Princess: Even if your
parents don’t let you do the things that you
are asking for, I still think they are totally
cool because there is something that your
parents let you do that none of your friends
have done. You are the only 8 year-old who
has ever written to me. You are the only kid
whose letter was ever published in this col-
umn. And now you’ve even solved your first
problem all by yourself — enjoy your 15 min-
utes of fame!

-Aviva

Aviva Rizel has received her Master’s
in marriage and family therapy from
Hofstra University and sees couples,
families and individuals. She can be
reached at avivarizel. mft@gmail.com.
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Florida Real Estate

North Woodmere - A MUST SEE!

Unique, Open Flow Splanch with oversized
rooms, Formal DR, EIK, Den/ fireplace, Extra
large LR, 5 BR's on one level Master BR suite w/
jacuzzi. Great backyard for entertaining. SD#14.
A must see! Reduced to $699k.

To make an appointment or for further details
call Susan Malina @516-902-5434

Wendy Tuchfeld Realty

REAL ESTATE Professional Space/Rent

LONG BEACH
Physician's Office - 810 SF
Private Ent. In Luxury Apt. Bidg.

Rent: $2,000
Executive Towers At Lido
854 & 860 East Broadway

516-889-0670,

House For Sale

LAWRENCE: CUL-DE-SAC, 5 BR's, 5
Bths, Walk Worship/ Shopping, First
Showing, Owner. No Agents. Candis
516-312-1804

631-752-1120
www.Executivetowers.net
Apartments For Rent
SELLING YOUR
CEDARHURST: NO FEE Modern 1 HOUSE?

BR, 2 BR & 3 BR. CAC, W/D,
Storage, Private Entrance, In-
door Parking, Near All. Starting At

Run Your Ad in The Jewish Star|
Just Call Our Classified

BOCA RATON FLORIDA:
Own or Rent Your Dream House,
Price Reduced! Motivated Owner.
Championship Golf Courses, Boca
Woods Country Club. This 2 BR with
Convertible Den, 2 Bths, 2-Car Garage,
Large LR, DR, Breakfast Area is
Situated on a Cul-de-sac Street with a
MAGNIFICENT LAKE VIEW. Brand
New Tile Roof. An Oversized Patio with
a PRIVATE POOL Completes this
Unique Residence. Boca Woods
Features two 18-hole Championship
Golf Courses, Driving Range, Har Tru
Tennis Courts, Fitness Center, Large
Heated Community Pool, Separate
Cabana Giill, Beautiful Very Active
Clubhouse, Pro Shop and Valet Parking
for Residents and Guests.
MOTIVATED SELLER/ LANDLORD
Was $360K...NOW $269K. or Rent:
Was $4,250...NOW $2900/ Month
Rental includes golf club privileges.
Please Call or E-mail Sunny Rappaport
for More Information or a Showing of
this Lovely Property.
BRANHAM REALTY INC.
561-306-2119
Sunny.rappaport@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT

$1450. 1 Month F Rent! D rtment at
(516)860-6889/0(%16)85r§-‘35135€n 5?2?632-?20?5 Help Wanted
Legal Services Legal Services A TTENTI 0 N'
Important news for people who took Experienced Sales
Professionals

ACCUTANE

Accutane., a drug used to treat acne, has been linked to serious
gastrointestinal conditions, even months or years later, including
Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, and Inflammatory Bowel
Disease (IBD). If you or a loved one suffered from any of these
conditions after taking Accutane., call us now about monetary
compensation at 1-800-THE-EAGLE (toll-free). We practice law
only in Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

= GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1, stsw.cametckrt. 1 -800-THE-EAGLE
i (1-800-843-324.5)

s www.1800theeagle.com

FIVE TOWNS HANDYMAN
&
RENOVATIONS

POWERWASHING
AVA]LABLE' .Y CARPENTRY

* PLUMBING

e ELECTRICAL
FREE = WINDOWS
[ZNINEY *© DOOR REPLACEMENT
* FURNITURE ASSEMBLY

... AND MORE, SO IF YOU DON'T SEE WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
JUST CALL AND ASK FOR A QUOTE

516-369-6950 ¢ 516-855-4221 %

VALLEY TREE SERVICE, INC.
e Professional Tree Pruning
e Tree Planting e Tree/Stump Removal
e | andscape Design & Installation
Our Professional Tree Care Service
Will Enhance The Value of Your Trees
Completely Equipped 55-Foot Cherry Picker,

Stump Grinder, Chipper,
Hydraulic Log Loader, Safety Trained Staff

NYS Certified Arborist

e Carpenter on Staff
Decks e Gazebos ® Arbors

Since 1979

Sims1ss(516) 889-7534

Lic.#H2041490000

Are You Comfortable
Working on the Web?

We Need Experienced
Salespeople to Sell
Advertising On Our New
State-of-The Art Website

¢ Strong Communicatio Skills
* Creative

* Energetic

¢ Computer Skills a Must

Salary, Weekly Commissions, Bonus,
Health Benefits, Dental, 401K, Life In-
surance, Vacation, Sick & Personal
Time.

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of Twenty-Seven
Community Newspapers and
PrimeTime Xpress.

Confidential Interview
E-mail Your Resume to
RGlickman@LIHerald.com

EDITOR FOR FIVE
TOWNS
COMMUNITY

Herald Community Newspapers
seeks an experienced journalist to
report for and edit our newspaper
covering the Five Towns
Community. The focus of our
paper is community news; on the
people in the neighborhoods we
serve, covering the schools,
events, government and the peo-
ple, places and events that
make our communities tick.
Qualified candidates must have at
least two years of newspaper or
wire service experience in report-
ing and editing. Long Island resi-
dents or residents of or familiarity
of the Five Town Community a
strong plus. Candidates must
have their own car and cell phone.
As a community journalist, you will
be required to cover meetings and
other evening events in the local
com-munity. Good salary and ben-
efits. Qualified applicants should
e-mail their resume and salary
requirements to hr@liherald.com
with EDITOR/ REPORTER position
as the subject line. MUST SUBMIT
YOUR SALARY REQUIRMENTS. No
phone calls, please.

QUALITY
PRINTING

a div. of Richner Communications, Inc

* 81/2 X 11 FLYERS
¢ 504 Offset » 4 Color Process

e 2 Sided Printing
No setup charges if files are prepared
in PDF format

e Bleeds add just $6 per M.
¢ 604# coated 2 side stock,
add just $15 per M.

10,000
COLOR FLYERS

Ll

e-mail Jackie at print@liherald.com

questions call 516-569-4000 ext 262

Send us your printing specs for prompt estimate.

NTERESTED IN

® AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
[EROM 1 HOUR WEEKLY TO 24/7
NEW YORK & NATIONWIDE

Internet Shows and Satellite time also available

For more information call
TALKLINE COMMUNICATIONS is an agency
specializing in matching broadcasters

D o et 2127699925
& TALKLINE 9-866- TV SHOW

COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK email:info@talklinecommunications.com

PUBLIC & LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
The annual return of The
CERTE Foundation for the fiscal

year ended August 31 2009 is
available at its principal office
located at 1125 Park Av, apt

6c, NY NY 10128 for inspec-
tion during regular business
hours, by appointment, by

any citizen who requests it
within 180 days hereof.
#20651E

No Paper,
No Justice

Weigh the Advantages
of Legal Advertising in

THE
&= JEWISH®&STAR

For information on rates
and coverage,
call 516-569-4000




That's

I‘f
I e Edited by Miriam L. Wallach

Dear That's Life,

“I get by with a little help from my friends”
— The Beatles

We all depend on our friends for different
things. You want your friends to be honest
with you and tell you when you look fat in a
dress, to let you know when you have spin-
ach in your teeth or to help out when you
are in a pinch. Sometimes there are uncom-
fortable situations that need to be dealt with
and while it may not be easy to discuss,
you rely on your friends
to be there for you,
through thick and
thin. And just like
they mean a lot
to you, you know
you mean a lot to
them, too.

A number of
months ago, one of
my dearest friends,
who I will refer to
here as Aviva, sent out
an email to a number
of her closest friends. In
it she advocated for herself
and reminded all of us how
much she wanted to be mar-
ried. And while she has become
much more proactive in the last
number of years in her efforts to
find her bashert — attending singles
events and putting her name on the lists
of shadchanim in various areas — she
was taking it to the next level.

Aviva asked us to forward her information
to other people, to tell our dog walker about
her and to discuss her at Shabbat lunch.
We should tell people how wonderful she is
(which is true), how full of life she is (also
true), and how she is going to make someone
a wonderful wife (absolutely true). I know
that it is a matter of time before I dance at
her wedding but until then, I did what she
asked and hoped that my talking her up will
bring us that much closer to putting on our
dancing shoes.

While on the phone with her last week,
Aviva got another call and put me on hold. A
couple of minutes later, she came back on the

line and was laughing. “A friend I work with,”
she explained, “just called me and said, ‘I
found your husband.” Wow, I thought, that’s
pretty wild, and I asked her to tell me what
she was talking about.

Intrigued and wary, Aviva said she asked
this person for clarification. Her friend from
work was originally from Miami and goes
back every once in a while. It seems she was
watching television when she found Aviva’s

future spouse. “I was
watching Big Brother,”
she said, “and there is

a guy on [the show]

who is a podiatrist

and he’s from Mi-

ami and he says he’s

Modern Orthodox.”

And after watching

the episode, she de-
cided he seemed like
a really nice guy and
would be perfect for
Aviva. “When I go back
to Miami next month,”
she added, “I'll find his of-
fice and make an appoint-
ment so I can check him out
for you.” She was not having
any foot issues in particular, but
she was convinced that he would
be the love of Aviva’s life and so
she was going to check him out.
Aviva appreciated her efforts and if
nothing else, was very thankful that
her friend was keeping her in mind.
Nothing surprises me. Years ago
a cousin of mine who lives in Israel had a
friend who was on an Israeli game show. A
guy watching the show thought my cousin’s
friend was cute and he tracked her down.
Once you find out what city someone lives in,
chances are, you can find at least one other
person whom you have in common. And that
is what this guy did, and they lived happily
ever after.

Who said television was useless? It may
just be the most under-utilized shidduch tool
ever. Move over JDate. Stranger things have
happened.

MLW

only simchas!

Celebrating Jewish Life

Engagement

Engagement of David Naiman (Spring
Valley, NY) & Rikki Rahmani (Hillside, NJ)
— July 11, 2010

Bris

Bris of Aaron Tzvi Gershon Tepper, born
to Yosi & Frady Tepper (Brooklyn, NY) —
July 11, 2010

Birth
Birth of baby boy to Tova and Yossi Brown
(Woodmere, NY) — July 7, 2010

To view entire galleries, please visit
www.onlysimchas.com

TALKINE with

ZEV BRENNER

America’s leading Jewish radio & TV program for over 3 decades

MORE INFORMATIVE THAN
A TRIP T THE MIKVA

TCN

“Intelligent
talk radio”

Alan Dershowitz

“A heck of a
good show”

Ed Koch

“I'm watching the
Zev Brenner show”

Jackie Mason

11 PM-Midnight WRNN Ch. 48 Metro NY (Cablevision Ch. 19 (LI Ch. 48), Time Warner Ch. 91,
1: RCN Ch. 16, Direct TV Ch. 62, Dish TV Ch. 8116)
I 9-10 AM & 3-4 PM Time Warner Manhattan
Ch. 35

Gatch more

programmies
7PM- 1AM

8 AM-12 noon
ime Warner Man.

..10 PM -3 AM
-r-2-5 PM

LISTEN ONLINE ANYTIME: WWW.TALKLINECOMMUNICATIONS.COM

T WnW.FACEBOOK COM/PAGES/TALKLINE-WITH-ZEV-BRENNER PE' W TWITTER COM/ TALKLINENETWORK

To advertise on Talkline with Zev Brenner, contact us at 212-769-1925, 866-JEWISH RADIO
or e-mail info@talklinecommunications.com

702

CAMP KAYLIE
OPEN HOUSE

THIS SUNDAY, JULY 18 e 11am-2pm
at 400 Mount Vernon Rd ® Wurtsboro NY, 12790

g SN 7

e

EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNTS!

A camp of exhilrating fun where your child will awaken their soul!

See and learn about OHEL's revolutionary fully integrated Summer 2011
Camp for kids of ALL abilities — campers with disabilities and without disabilities.

I Meet the new Camp Director, Rabbi Peretz
Hochbaum and other senior staff

I% Tour the camps premium facilities,
as well as sports and outdoor activities

MP KAy,
Ch/ €

% Find out about the phenomenal leadership
training and activity enriched programming

I Refreshments and light food served

www.CampKaylie.org ¢ 1-800-603-0HEL
info@campkaylie.org
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The Emotions.

The Concepts.
As Taught by The Rav '

Now available at all Judaica bookstores
or from www.oupress.org




