
By Colleen Slater, KP News

Elsa Leyden maintains a full time job of
caring for her alpacas and llamas,
shearing, washing, dying and drying
alpaca fleece, and manufacturing a
varied number of items for fiber art
shows.

Last fall she participated in the Fiber
Arts Show at the Longbranch
Improvement Club and plans to do so
again.

“That’s a trunk show,” she says with a
laugh - whatever she can fit into the trunk
of her car.

Her 60 alpacas are separated into three
herds – two of guys and one of girls. Each
herd has a variety of fleece colors, from
white to dark brown.

“I don’t have a silver-gray,” Leyden said,
“so I have to trade for that.”

With her “60 critters makin’ hair,” she
said she finds her time processing and
constructing keeps her busy year-round.

“I’m always scrambling between
shows,” she said, making new products
for the next one.

Dye lots are done with 2 pounds of
fleece per bag. They are brought to a boil
– 180 – 190 degrees – boiled for 40

minutes, then set overnight. Since the
alpacas are different colors, Leyden can
have light to dark shades of a single dye
color.

Leyden’s process of making felted
fabric for various uses is one she’s
perfected over several years. Her fabric,
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Home Park Vandalized

Key Peninsula
mammals, artist
create fiber art

By Marsha Hart, KP News

Several Key Peninsula residents have
come forward with a copy of a police
report dated from 1983, which names
James Bosch, current District 16 Fire
Commissioner, as a suspect in a crime.
The police report, though more than 25
years old, has surfaced and been distrib-
uted anonymously through the U.S.
Postal Service. 

The Key Peninsula News received a
mailed copy with no return address or
signature on the letter.

The number of Key Peninsula residents
who have received this public record

document is unknown, but it has drawn
different reactions.

“It was one of the lowest political moves
I’ve ever seen in person,” said Debra
McElroy who resides part-time on the Key
Peninsula. “You see this kind of thing on
TV. There was a lot of energy and
thought wasted on revenge, I think.”

The fire district has five commissioners
who serve six-year terms. Bosch is
running again in November. 

“It will be investigated and lawsuits filed
for malicious harassment,” Bosch said.
“We know who the head of the snake is
that started this. A lot of people will be
drug down and likely sued.”

Bosch said he was told if he ran for re-
election this police report would be
distributed.

“This is blackmail and malicious harass-
ment,” he said. “It is very upsetting to
me.” 

McElroy said she assumed it came from
Al Yanity, a longtime rival of Bosch and
also a current fire commissioner. 

In 2007, Bosch and Yanity were in an
altercation that resulted in Yanity being
led away in handcuffs after hitting Bosch
in the head with a coffee mug.

“Who’s sending it, I really don’t know,
Yanity said. I know what it’s like to have it
done, and I’m not going to do it. When
you run for public office your closet is

Political mud slinging begins

Photo by Colleen Slater, KP News
“The girls” approach to study a new visitor at Elsa Leyden’s farm in Longbranch. 

(See ALPACA, Page 19)

(See MUD, Page 17)
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By Marsha Hart, KP News

After two meetings to discuss the plans
for a traffic signal at the intersection of
Olson Drive, Cramer Road and Key
Peninsula Highway, the Key Peninsula
Community Council has concerns.

A letter was drafted by the council’s
Transportation Committee, and its
writing committee, and unanimously
approved by the council’s directors. It is
addressed to both Brian Stacy, county
engineer, and Terry Lee, county coun-
cilman, the KP Community Council states
that not enough time has been spent eval-
uating options other than a traffic signal.

“Our own Transportation Committee,
as well as a number of community
members who spoke at our meetings feel
that a roundabout would be more favor-
able than a light, and the engineers have
not completely reviewed this option,” the
letter states.

The council has asked the county engi-

neers to provide a drawing of the inter-
section with a roundabout, but thus far
the county has not supplied that engi-
neer drawing.

In an effort to take a look at a round-
about option, the council’s
Transportation Committee took an aerial
view photograph of the intersection and
drew a mock-up of the roundabout. The
councilmembers admit however, that
they are not engineers and cannot
provide what a county engineer could
provide.

Another concern listed in the letter is
that of funding. The council is unsure if
funds can be used for a project other
than the traffic signal, and how long the
funds will be secure if the project is
delayed.

The letter also requests additional
measures to enhance the safety of drivers
and pedestrians:

Extend 35 MPH speed limit to just
north of Absolute Auto

Extend 35 MPH speed limit to south of
88th St. (vicinity field fronting the Art
Barn)

Lower speed through Key Center
proper (i.e. from 500 feet before

proposed traffic signal to library) to 25
MPH

New signage to north & south of Key
Center alerting drivers to Congested
Area Ahead

Install rumble strips north & south of
Key Center (these should be placed in
conjunction with the signs reducing
speed from 35 to 25 MPH)

Driver speed feedback signs 
Mid-block crosswalk with flashing lights

600 feet south of the intersection. The
flashing lights should be an “on
demand/press to activate” version.

Install center turn lane through the
length of Key Center, from the intersec-
tion through to the library

Another open forum is scheduled for
Sept. 9, and the council is requesting that
the county incorporate the recommenda-
tions into the project, and a thorough
investigation of the roundabout option.
It also requests a written response before
Aug. 7. 

KP Community Council drafts letter to county

Lions sponsor speaker forums
In keeping with the non-partisan code

of Lions International, the Key Peninsula
Lions Club will sponsor speakers’ forums
for the following dates and personalities: 

Aug. 5, Sen. Derek Kilmer; Aug. 19,
District Governor Dave Pratt; Sept. 2,
Andrew Morrison, Public Defender; Sept.
16, Rep. Jan Angel; and Nov. 18,  Rep.
Larry Seaquist.

The Lions welcome and encourage the
general public to attend the forums. All
of the forums are free, and will be held at
in the VFW Room at the Key Peninsula
Civic Center at 7 p.m. on the above dates.

For information, contact KP Lions’
President George Robison at 853-2721, or
Club Secretary Neal Van der Voorn at:
mailto: nealvandervoorn@yahoo.com.

KP Fair Board moving
forward to 2010

The Key Peninsula Fair Board met July
14 and has made some decisions about
the 2010 fair.

The fair will be a two-day event the
weekend of Sept. 11 and 12. There will be
a continuous day of activities on Saturday
that will appeal to children, teens and
adults, including a beer garden. Some
other activities and contests mentioned
were slug races, ugliest cat, best uses of a
blue tarp, riding lawn mower races, and a
kid’s tractor pull.

The board agreed to do away with the
traditional Key Pen Fair model, and go
with a radically new event, and abandon
the idea of the carnival. 

There were also ideas tossed out, such
as the name of the fair, however no agree-
ment was made yet on that item.

BRIEFS
news

Courtesy of the KP Community Council
The Transportation Committee of the KP
Community Council attached this aerial
photo and mockup of a roundabout with
its letter to the county.



Afternoon high school 
available at Bates

Beginning in the fall quarter, Bates will
launch its new afternoon technical high
school program, which will allow students
to start their school day at noon and end by
6 p.m. Students enrolled in the afternoon
high school program will begin with three
hours of academics and conclude with
three hours of a career education
program. Students can choose from four
career programs. 

• Introduction to electrical construction
trades-A combination of lab and classroom
work, this program introduces students to
safety practices, tools and materials,
applied math strategies, project planning
and other standards found in the electrical
construction industry.

• Introduction to woodworking trades-
Students prepare for jobs in the building
and construction industry, including boat
building, residential carpentry, architectural
woodworking and facilities maintenance.

• Mobile electronics installer-Students

learn basic installation techniques and
equipment used in the mobile electronics
industry, including global positioning
systems (GPS), home theater and audio
systems and security units.

• Power sports and equipment repair-
Students learn to maintain and repair a
wide variety of two- and four-cycle engines,
power trains, chassis and related compo-
nents found in power sports vehicles and
outdoor power equipment.

Eligible students are between the ages of
16 and 20, without a high school diploma
or equivalent. Tuition is free for high
school students, who pay only a $25
program fee per quarter. Interested
students must register by Sept. 10 and are
required to attend a high school orienta-
tion offered Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. at
south campus, 2201 S. 78th St. in Tacoma,
or at 3 p.m. at the downtown campus, 1101
S. Yakima Ave. in Tacoma. 

For more information, go to
www.bates.ctc.edu or call 253.680.7000.

Sewer permit extensions
through December

Due to the downturn in the building
industry, some developers need to delay
projects until market conditions improve. 

Pierce County Public Works and Utilities
announced an extension for the sewer
permit through December 31.

The action allows all sewer applications,
approved plans and permits that would
expire by the end of the year to remain
valid for an additional 12 months.

Last fall, in accordance with the
economic stimulus package for Pierce
County, the County Council passed
Ordinance 2008-115s, which allowed the
Planning and Land Services Department to
offer a 2-year time extension on active
building permits, vesting rights, and other
land-use development applications and
approvals. Through a policy revision, Public
Works and Utilities offered a similar, but
shorter, extension to active sewer applicants.

The original policy change applied only
to sewer applications that would have
expired before July 1. Now those that will
expire by the end of the year are also
eligible for the one-year extension.

Sewer applications are processed in three
phases, each having a one-year time limit.

First, an application for a sewer connec-
tion is submitted, followed by construction
plan approval, and ending with a county
permit. Once the permit is issued, the
applicant has one year to complete the
sewer connection.

2 seats open, applications
due middle of August

Applications are being accepted to fill
two vacant positions on the Pierce County
Landmarks and Historic Preservation
Commission. Appointments are made by
the County Executive with Council confir-
mation. Application deadline is Aug. 15.

The 11-member commission makes
recommendations to the County Executive
and Council on historic preservation-
related matters.  Meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of the month from 6 to 7:30
p.m. in the County Annex, 2401 S. 35th St.
The commission is comprised of seven
council district representatives and four at-
large members. Terms are three years.

Individuals who reside in Council
Districts 1 and 7 and have expertise in
history, historic architecture, archaeology
and archival science are encouraged to
apply. Applications are available from the
Planning and Land Services Department at
www.co.pierce.wa.us/pc/services/citzopp/
bds.htm, at 253-798-2783, or e-mail
jpark@co.pierce.wa.us.

Council District 7 covers Gig Harbor and
Key Peninsula, Fircrest, University Place
and Fox Island. Council District 1 covers
Buckley, Wilkeson, Carbonado, Bonney
Lake, Sumner, Edgewood, Milton, South
Prairie, Orting and Graham. 

Voting begins Aug. 18

On Aug. 18, Key Peninsula residents can
vote on the proposition to authorize a new
regular property tax levy rate of $1.09 per
$1,000 of assessed value. In 2004, voters
approved a rate of $1.50 per $1,000. 

Polling locations are at: Evergreen
Elementary School, and the Key Center
Fire Station. Express Booths are open Aug.
14-18 from 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. and located at
Purdy Fire Station, Safeway shopping
center on Pt. Fosdick Drive in Gig Harbor.
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Every Sunday morning I get up
around seven, make some coffee,
and think about taking my dog

to the dog park. She goes out with a few
low-key, subdued, investigative barks that
sound like “boof!” as she does a
Complete Evaluation to find out what,
exactly, happened overnight on her prop-
erty, as well as our neighbor’s, using only
her nose. Somewhere between 8 and 9
a.m., she comes to the back door and
wants to come in, and when I open the
door I hear the rhythmic “pop-pop-pop-
pop!” of a shotgun echoing through the
trees. She hates the sound of guns and
fireworks, or anything that explodes,
really, so when she hears that she
promptly comes inside. Someone near
our house shoots every Sunday between 8
and 9 a.m., almost without exception. In
a way, it’s become a comforting part of my
Sunday, that regularity, even though my
dog’s not too happy about the whole
thing. Many days, we’ll hear guns go off

here are there, close or far away, in what
we hope are adults and supervised kids
engaging in relatively safe shooting on
their 5+ acre plots of land. In that
respect, it’s the sound of freedom mixing
in with low-flying aircraft bucking a head-
wind, helicopters booming through the
clouds, birds singing, kids laughing, and
dogs barking. All-American sounds of the
KP, if you will.

Less comforting, for me anyway, are the
shots that ring out after dark. Maybe it’s
the nice warm weather or something, I
don’t know, but each week this summer it
seems I’m hearing more and more
gunfire after dark, sometimes pushing
two or three in the morning. Some of
these are probably M-80s or other fire-

works, but there’s no mistaking the sound
of a firearm and the even spacing of
reports from someone shooting one. The
main thing I’m thinking is – what in
tarnation are they shooting at after dark?
Is their back yard like a lighted ski resort
or golf course, where they’ve trained
flood lights on immobile targets and
come home after a few beers to take out
some frustration on cardboard cutouts of
their least-favorite politician, or maybe a
steel silhouette target in the shape or
terrorist or home invader? Well, maybe,
but sometimes the shooters move
around. One night, around 11, someone
discharged eight rounds from a handgun
less than 100 yards from my house and
the surrounding homes. And we all come
out of our houses and look around, you
know, with the old “What the heck is
going on out here?” look on our faces,
dogs yapping and lights snapping on. No
sooner do we go back in then we hear
another eight rounds. After that, I went

and stood in the dark out there in the
road, hoping to get their exact location,
but the shots never recurred, though if
you stand quietly in the woods at night,
you will eventually hear a bunch of small
and large animals moving around, which
is sort of fun, unless you have to get up a
four in the morning like I did. Which is
the other thing. It’s hard to sleep
through late night gunfire if you have to
get up early. Recently, I heard what
almost certainly was a large caliber rifle
going off someplace before midnight. It
sounded like a .50 caliber sniper rifle,
and I’m only slightly exaggerating. And
now, many nights, you can hear a series of
shotgun blasts, or other assorted cracks
and reports that are almost certainly not
fireworks. I can see someone shooting an
occasional coyote snooping around the
chickens, but that can’t explain all of the
shots. I’d love to be a fly on the wall and
see what some folks are shooting at after
the sun goes down.
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Peninsula Views

KEVIN REED
HERE’S SOMETHING

Gunfire on the Key Peninsula

Yes for fire

A group - mainly one person -
calling itself “responsibility first”
is trying to confuse the voters.
Here is the truth.

First, the “group” claims that
Key Peninsula Fire Department
doesn’t have drug testing. Their
claim is false.  Key Peninsula Fire
has a drug policy and procedure
in place that has been used
successfully.  It employs a policy
that is the standard of the
industry, endorsed by the
Washington State Council of fire-
fighters and utilized by most of
the departments in Washington
State.

Secondly, this group says KP
Fire doesn’t have a fitness stan-
dard. This too is false.  KP fire
actually uses the same standards
as Tacoma Fire and even use the
same testing agency for annual

evaluations of both career and
volunteer members.  

Truth be told, this isn’t about
fitness or drugs. It’s an internal
battle between two commis-
sioners. Tell them to leave our
fire department out of their fight.  

Join me in taking “responsi-
bility” for the safety of this
community and vote YES for our
Fire Department.

Chuck West, An employee of KP
Fire and a taxpayer

Key Pen Parks wants
public involvement

It’s time for your passion!
Why now? Because WE—the

folks who live on the KP—now
have more parkland

per person than Seattle! With
the addition of the “360” prop-
erty and Maple Hollow (thank
you Sen. Kilmer, Rep. Seaquist
and Councilman Lee), and
earlier purchases at Taylor Bay,
Minter Creek and Dutcher Cove,
we have preserved hundreds of
acres of forest land and seashore.

The next step is up to you to
decide what should be done with
this land. Like your own budget,
there will be choices based on
greatest good for dollars spent—
but you need to be involved in
the process. Find the other folks
like you and start coming to
Parks Board meetings and telling
us how important it is to try to
fund your passion.

Through aggressive pursuit of
grant money, Key Pen Parks has
turned a budget of a little over
half a million dollars into well
over $10 million worth of land
and improvements. Two posi-
tions on our board will be
contested this fall. Please get to
know the candidates—they will
have much to say on how
your dollars are spent.

And share your passion with all
of us on the Board — you
can contact us at
KeyPenParks.com or run into
one of us at almost any commu-
nity event.

Greg Anglemyer, 
Vice-President Key Pen Parks

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

KP needs healthy
forward direction

As with any war, whether a war of
countries, a war of cultures, or a
war of individuals, the key ingre-
dient is conflict. 

Unfortunately, the Key Peninsula
community has witnessed a
perpetual conflict between two Fire
District 16 fire commissioners.
Often people start to line up
behind their friend and lob insults
or worse at the other side, and what
began as something small can
quickly become a war.

Who will win? Nobody. 
In prolonging a conflict we only

harm our community and
ourselves. Differences are a given.
Disagreements are also to be
expected, and healthy disagree-
ments are what promote and
generate growth in any civilization. 

But in a civilized society we must
behave as civilized people. Threats,

infighting, backstabbing and
revenge are unhealthy for individ-
uals and the community as a whole.

By narrowing our view we miss
the big picture. People’s lives suffer
on both sides of the fight, and in
turn the community begins to take
on the negativity and suffer as well. 

If we are to establish the Key
Peninsula as a place where
people want to visit, and a
community to raise our children
and enjoy our lives, we must
commit ourselves and focus our
energy to the betterment of the
community as a whole. 

A question we must all ask
ourselves is this: What do we want
our community to represent to
our children, our grandchildren
and our neighbors? Do we want
to be seen as the community that
learned from past mistakes and
moved forward in a healthy direc-
tion, or do we want to remain
stuck in the past?

It is time for the individuals
who continue feeding the
conflict to humble themselves,
stop for a moment and consider
what is best for the community.

EDITORIAL
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The August 18 Primary election has
only one issue for KP residents to
consider:

FD16 FIRE LID LIFT LEVY:  A very
important issue for KP residents.

The last two fire suppression levy
votes failed. FD16 is operating on
minimal funding and depleting their
reserve accounts. Additional levy fail-
ures will see a significant reduction in
services provided and possible subse-
quent increase in the cost of home-
owners insurance for KP residents.

Two more failed levies could result in
a serious re-structuring of the depart-
ment, something the citizens may live
to regret.

FD16 is planning an additional levy
vote in 2010 to continue the EMS serv-
ices, and another levy in 2011 for fire
suppression (again).

Voters routinely approve fire levies,
because it is in the voters’ self-interest

to protect their lives and property.
Something significant is happening
when fire levies fail.

The voters do not have any problem
with the Fire Department itself, the
firefighters, or medics. The voters have
had a continuing problem with the Fire
Commissioners, who are completely
out of touch with the citizens they
“represent”.

The commissioners’ legal responsibil-
ities are to the citizens, acting as an
oversight agency to ensure that the Fire
Department is managed in accord with
the needs and desires of the citizens.
These commissioners, instead, act in
the self-interest of the department,

ignoring their constituents, secreting
information and decisions, and gener-
ally abrogating their public duties.

The disconnect is so obvious and well
known that State Representative
Seaquist on no less than three occa-
sions over the past two years, has
appeared at commission meetings and
suggested that the commissioners
utilize a mediation service to help
settle the rift with the public. Deaf
ears.

An informal survey of KP residents
reveals a strong and shared emotion
among a surprisingly large percentage
of those polled, stating “I will never
vote for a fire levy while ‘those two’
commissioners are still on the Board”,
referring to two particular fire commis-
sioners that have become the manifes-
tation of all that is wrong with FD16.

At this point in time, it doesn’t
matter who is at fault for what past
transgression. The public has a bad

taste in its mouth, which must be
excised before FD16 can again thrive.
Liabilities must be eliminated and
good will restored.

The “other three” commissioners
have tried to convince “those two”
commissioners into resigning, or at
least to not run for re-election (as one
is doing) in November. Stubbornness,
obliviousness, and insensitivity prevail.

Voters have only three ways to
express their angst:  (1) Who they vote
into office for a six-year term, (2) recall
petition (removal of an elected offi-
cial), and (3) a vote against a fire levy.

Fire commissioners frequently run
unopposed. Apathy did not generate
sufficient signatures on a recall petition
last year. Citizen displeasure manifests
itself with failed levies (all it takes is the
stroke of a pen).

Consider your vote on the Fire Levy
carefully. It’s an important vote with
long ranging repercussions. 

2009 Primary election issues — Taxes and More Taxes

The opinions expressed on this page are not necessarily those of the KP News. We neither endorse nor oppose issues or proposals discussed on this page and present these views for public information only.

RICK SORRELS
THE PRAGMATIC SOPHIST
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Key Peninsula Fire
Department rescue calls

July 13
A 61-year-old Lakebay female was

treated for an allergic reaction. After
returning from a walk the patient noticed
burning, itching and swelling in her hands,
feet and face. Paramedics transported
the patient for further evaluation at the
local ER.  

July 14 
A 2-year-old fell out of a first story

window with a screen, 5 feet to the
ground on river rock and cement. The
child, who was being watched by the
grandmother, was transported to a
Tacoma Hospital.

July 15   
A 57-year-old Gig Harbor man suffered

a hip injury following a motorcycle acci-
dent. The patient was walking his motor-
cycle on the shoulder to turn it around
when he lost his balance and laid the bike
down. When he did so he felt a severe

pain in his left hip. The patient refused
transportation by EMT’s to the emergency
room even though he was unable to bare
weight on his injured leg.
July 16

An 89-year-old Home woman fell next to
her bed and was unable to get up.
Firefighters responded and found the
woman uninjured so they assisted her
back into her bed. 
July 17 

Key Peninsula firefighters responded to
a 20-year-old female Wauna resident that
was experiencing flu-like symptoms and a
fever for two weeks. She was taken to a
Gig Harbor facility.
July 18

A tree fell into a power line, pulling it
down across SR302 at the 1400 block,
and starting a small brush fire. Fire crews
extinguished the fire and Pen Light
cleared the roadway.
July 19

A 63-year-old Minter area man fell from
his bicycle while attempting to avoid a
dog that ran out in front of him. The man
struck his head and was found uncon-
scious. The man stabilized at the scene
and was transported to a Tacoma Trauma
Center.
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FD-16  STATS
July total calls: 41

EMS: 28
Fire/service: 9
Other: 4



By Irene Torres, KP News

It’s official. The Road House on the Hill
in Lakebay is open for business under new
ownership, according to Scott Wille. After
months of planning, fixing up the building,
installing equipment, and licensing, the
new owner Wille and his sister-in-law, Laura
Johnson, the restaurant’s manager, decided
on a soft opening in mid-June. A grand
opening was held on July 1. 

Johnson has been working in the restau-
rant business for 24 years, with the last 10-
12 years in management. Johnson said, “It
took a lot for me to leave my job at Gino’s
(formerly Tweten’s Lighthouse in Port
Orchard), but this is a great place with a lot
of potential. It’s tough working 18 hours a
day, but we know it will be worth it. We’re
a family here.”

Johnson is a single mother of a 13-year
old daughter. She said, “The people in the
community are down-to-earth, and we
want to hear their comments.”  

Wille said, “Laura is a real mother-hen.
She keeps everybody in line, and does it
with a smile. Laura insists our customers
feel ‘served’—not waited on. Laura found
a couple of really good cooks to come and
run the place like it was their own kitchen.” 

Head cook, Damon Counterman has
been cooking for 25 years. The other cook,
David (Junior) Potts, has 14 years of expe-
rience. Potts does the baking: homemade
pies and biscuits. 

“The food looks good, tastes good. It’s
consistent,” Wille said.

He admits he has no restaurant experi-
ence, but owning one has been a long-time
dream. After moving back from Texas after
14 years, “We’re learning quick,” Wille
said. Aside from a few minor problems like
running out of ice on a regular basis and
configuring the point-of-sale system, the
start-up has been smooth. 

“The staff is experienced,” Wille said.
“It’s more fun starting soft. We’re enjoying
the families who come in with their kids.
That’s what we want this to be — a place
for families.” 

The Willes have four children, Brad,
Nicholas, Garret and Molly. 

“Part of the excitement is when we start
to get busy. The staff perform better when
it’s rushed,” Wille said. 

The other part of the excitement is the
support from local business owners. “Greg
Calahan wished us well. Lulu Smith sent
flowers.”

Calahan said, “I’m a big believer that
community business is community busi-
ness.”

Wille’s wife, Rainie, waits tables during
the day while Wille manages an engi-
neering firm that does tooling design for
Boeing, Bell Helicopter, Cessna, Pratt &
Whitney and other major aerospace
companies and suppliers. His engineering
background came in handy during the
design of the restaurant’s logo and menu.

“We decided to start off with a wide
variety and run a lot of specials, to see what
people want,” he said. 

Speaking of the menu, Wille said, “The
best bargain is the prime rib: 16 oz. for
$14.99. The most expensive item on the
menu is the wild Alaskan halibut for
$17.99. We serve halibut four ways and we
have a cedar-planked salmon. We bread
our own fish and prep it ready to fry. We
hand-cut our steaks in good portion sizes.
We make all our own dressings.” 

There are also prime rib, steaks and
burgers — meat and potato-type meals,
Wille said. “Pretty much every menu item
is available from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., except
prime rib—which is ready after 4 p.m.
Some of our customers like breakfast for
dinner,” he said. Then he asked, “Have you
tried our deep fried pickles?” 

The Road House employs 11, some
local, others from Port Orchard and
Bremerton. 

Wille wants to purchase local products,
oysters, clams, and farm produce, to
ensure freshness. He is looking into a
roving slaughterhouse as a local meat
supplier. Future plans may entail moving
the bar downstairs and building a wrap-
around deck. But that will depend on the
success of the business and “how well it’s
accepted in the community,” Wille said.
“We want feedback. It’s the only way we can
get better.”

A search of the Washington State busi-
ness licensing website lists the governing
people as Douglas R. Fabre, Kelli Ann
Pinchak and Scott A Wille. Silent partner,
Faber, is Rainie Wille’s uncle.
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Restaurant opens under new ownership

Photo by Karina Whitmarsh, KP News
In the picture is Douglas R. Fabre, facing, and Tim Lewis. Douglas is the owner of the
building and said, “Laura and Scott are doing excellent, great personalities; the cooks
are good and doing real good...surprising the heck outta me.”

I’m a big believer 
that community 

business is community
business.

— Greg Calahan, business owner
“

”
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By Colleen Slater

Lavender Park, on Cramer Road at
Key Center, hosts a dozen antique
dealers and offers various lavender
products on Aug. 8 from 9:30 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Owner Rita O’Dell says the dealers
will sell antiques, vintage jewelry, small
furniture, and collectibles.

O’Dell will also sell vintage style
benches for the yard, as well as fresh
lavender sprays, dried everlasting
bouquets, and various lavender crafts
made by herself and her daughter. The
crafts include sachets, lavender cards,
wreaths, and handmade soap.

O’Dell has been at Lavender Park, on
the old Nichols’ farm, for three years.
She notes that berries were grown there
in times past, and it was also a dairy
farm.

“It is a wonderful old place with a lot
of charm,” she says.

Most of her lavender plants are
Grosso, but she does have a few other

varieties, and is adding pink Melissa this
summer.

She used to have an antique shop in
downtown Puyallup, and most of the
antique dealers who will participate in
the Aug. 8 sale are from that shop.

“I have been an antique person my
whole life,” she said. “It is amazing how
much fun decorating is inside or
outside when you bring in the antique
pieces. It adds soul to whatever you are
looking at.”

She said she has always done crafts
and makes wood planters and benches
for sale.

O’Dell is adding blueberries and rasp-
berries, and Lavender Park will be open
to the public when various products are
available to sell. She will put out signs,
she said.

Her next project is painting wall
murals on two or three of the outbuild-
ings. One will be of lavender fields.

Look for signs at Key Center, or drive
down Cramer to the entrance sign at
the first driveway on the left.

Lavender and antiques sale 

Photo courtesy of  Rita O’Dell 
A sample of items offered by Lavender
Park and available Aug. 8. 
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By Irene Torres, KP News

In true civic form, John Glennon
arrived two hours early to help set up a
party at the Home Port restaurant,
unaware that it was all for him. The June
28 event was planned
by Christine Ellis, Alvin
Chaney and other
friends, including Pam
Morrison, Stacy Coe,
Greg Calahan, and
Libby Rittenhouse. It
was a surprise celebra-
tion for Glennon to
honor him for all he
has done for the Key Peninsula and its
citizens. Quickly, someone shooed him
away to keep the secret until the party was
ready. 

At about 1:30 p.m., as overflow cars
parked across the KP Highway on the
property of Trixie Schick, Glennon
arrived again and slowly made a path
through the gathering crowd, meeting
and greeting his way out to the beer
garden. With a round of applause and a

collective shout of “Surprise!” the group
of about 50 welcomed Glennon to his
own party. 

He hesitated a moment. His face
flushed as he took a step backward and
said, “Oh, s**t!” Then, “My heart is still
strong. I can feel it.” A few minutes later
he waved his arm and shouted, “Hey, I
want to thank you all.”

A banner honoring Glennon hung on
the fence. Everyone present had some-
thing to say about and to him. Sue Stuhaug
said, “He’s one heck of a Santa Claus.”

For many years, Glennon has collected
toys for children and dressed up as Santa,
to bring smiles to their faces as he
handed out the toys. Ron Brown said,
“There’s a whole lot to say, I don’t know
where to start.” 

Dennis Hoff said, “I remember him in
his Camaro with the ‘Silver Fox’ license
plate.” Gesel Hoff said, “He’ll always be
the Silver Fox to me.”

John Biggs described him as a “true KP
character.” Vicki Biggs said, “He’s a much
loved person on the KP. He’s always
willing to be a volunteer, to be involved.

He knows everybody.” Stu Stuhaug said,
“He’s the only person I know with a
cement (ferro concrete) sailboat.” 

As the celebration continued, Wally
Johnson, owner of the Home Port, called
Glennon forward to present a plaque in
honor of his volunteerism. KP
Community Services Executive Director,
Penny Gazabat, presented him with a
brass sign for his “office,” which is the
tool room at the KP Community Services
Food Bank building. 

Annette Haase said, “He has helped
this community in so many ways. Just
yesterday, I saw him raking the yard at the
Community Center.” Chuck Russom said,
“He’s our ‘Man of the Year.” Tim Shirley
said, “My daughter has been a huge fan
of John Glennon since we moved up here
14 years ago.” 

Joe and Maggie Steiner told their story
on Glennon. “We had gone by Spencer
Lake on the way back from the ocean and

stopped at the bar. John was there. He
said, ‘I’d appreciate it if you’d not let
anybody know you saw me here.’ We told
him, ‘Your secret is safe.’ But we can tell it
now that the statute of limitations is over.” 

A scrapbook was presented, showing
Glennon in all stages of his life, including
a photograph of him shaking hands with
Queen Elizabeth. Ron Van Someren said
Glennon had been a senior chief in the
Navy during World War II. He served as a
frogman where he had taken part in the
Normandy invasion, disabling underwater
mines. Paul Clark said, “He’s a true
American hero.” Clark worked with Don
Porter to produce a short film noire,
“Return to Home,” in which Glennon
appears. At the premier of the movie on
July 18, at the Key Peninsula Civic Center,
Glennon received a lifetime achievement
award before a group of nearly 80 atten-
dees. “Community — nobody is better at
it than John,” Clark said.

He has helped this community in so 
many ways. Just yesterday, I saw him 

raking the yard at the Community Center.
— Annette Haase

“

”

KP resident honored

GLENNON



Dick Raymond
stands in the corn

rows of his garden in
Wauna. The 87 year

old has been growing
plants and flowers

since childhood and
wants to share his

knowledge with
others in the
community.
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By Marsha Hart, KP News

As a child, Dick Raymond remembers
helping shuck beans on the family farm
in Massachusetts, growing and harvesting
everything from beans to fruit. His family
was of Swedish decent, and he grew up in
a town of about 30 people.

Their farm and orchard provided for
the eight children born in the family, and
the only necessities bought were flour,
salt, pepper and sugar, he said. 

The 87-year-old Wauna resident said
after a lifetime of gardening he wants to
share his knowledge.

“We’ll hold school here, “ he said. “It’s
good for people because they get to learn
the right way to grow everything.”

His home in Wauna is lined with flow-
erpots, front and back. His back yard
features rows of tall corn, thick peas,
summer squash, cherry trees, apple trees
and a green house where he works his
magic. The vivid purple clematis at the
edge of his home was grown from a leaf

he took from a neighbor’s plant, he said.
He enjoys growing things from tiny seeds
or leaves and watching the transforma-
tion. 

The compost piles at the back of the
garden are part of the secret. Raymond
makes his own soil from yard clippings,
pea pods, and just about any other
organic material that his property
produces. He mixes it with a bit of
Styrofoam, he said, which makes the soil
light.

Raymond had 29 acres of garden in
Massachusetts, he said, and ran a road-
side vegetable stand there. He said he
enjoys experimenting with plants, and is
always trying something new. With all of
this experience and knowledge, he said
he wants to pass it on to others so they
can grow large healthy plants and beau-
tiful flowers.

“They should call and tell me when
they can come and I’ll be here,” he said.

You can reach Dick Raymond at 253-
857-2809.

KP gardener shares expertise

Photo by Marsha Hart,
KP News



12 www.keypennews.com  •   Key Peninsula News

COMMUNITY WORKS
Submit calendar items to news@keypennews.com • Deadline 15th of the month

Aug 1 – Arts and music
Beyond the Borders with sights, sounds

and tastes from a variety of cultures held
at Longbranch Improvement Club from
noon-6 p.m. This free festival features
entertainment, an art show, specialty
desserts, a beer and wine garden and
vendors. 884-4807 or www.twowaters.org

Aug 3-7-British soccer
camp

Key Pen Parks is holding British soccer
camps at Volunteer Park. Camp for ages
3-4 is from 9-10 a.m. for a fee of $60,
camp for ages 4-5 is from 10:30-12 a.m.
for $75, and camp for ages 6-15 is from 1-
3 p.m. for $100. 884-9240

Aug. 6- Got art?

Be creative at the Key Center Library
this summer by attending the “Got Art”
program at 11 a.m. at the Key Center
Library. Must register for ages 6 and up at
884-2242.

Aug. 6- Fuchsia club
meets

The Lakebay Fuchsia Society meets at 7
p.m. at the Key Center Library. Myvanwy,
884-2283

Aug. 7-9- Reiki training 

Bob and Sharon Hill will host a Reiki
One and Reiki Two training at their
home near Key Center.  The instructor
will be Joe Gundy, who has taught Reiki
since the early 80’s and has led classes
throughout the Unites States, Europe
and South America. Reiki is a hands-on
healing method for others, yourself

or pets. Class will include talk, demon-
strations, and practice. Bob Hill, 884-
4741 or sharon147@centurytel.net

August 8-Parade and 
fun day

Key Peninsula Civic Center hosts the
Krazy Key Parade and Summer Family Fun
Day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the civic
center. This fun, family-friendly event will

include a parade, entertainment, farmers
market and craft fair, fish tank, beer
garden, petting zoo, games, food and
more. For parade entry forms, vendor
applications or sponsorship information,
visit www.kpciviccenter.org, call Key
Peninsula Civic Center at 884-3456 or
email kpciviccenter@centurytel.net. 

Aug. 11-13-Art courses

Artist Christopher Young offers a three-
day intensive series of drawing and
painting lessons, demonstrations and
discussions for all levels of  artists,
designers and those passionate for the
arts at his Longbranch home, Madrone
Lodge. These courses provide an oppor-
tunity to expand upon techniques, mate-
rials and process. Participants are encour-
aged to bring existing work for feedback.

Enrollment is limited and costs $390
for the 3-day workshop, including lunch
each day. Materials are not included; a
suggested list is available.

Day 1 will feature “Principles of Figure
Drawing”, day 2 will be “Watercolor
Techniques and Materials” and day 3 will
be “Demystifying Oil Painting and Art”.
Class is from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily.

Christopher Young taught at the
Parsons School of Design and the
Graduate Design Department at New York
University for over a decade and brings his
experience and passion to each lesson.

For information or registration:  twowa-
ters.org/TWAA/education/classes2.sht
ml or learn about the artist at christo-
pheryoungstudio.com

Aug. 12- Candidate 
deadline

The Key Peninsula Community Council
is seeking candidates to run in its
September election and the deadline for
submission is Aug. 12.  Anyone interested
in running can pick up a form at KP
Farmers Market on Sundays, Key Pen Parks
(at Volunteer Park) M-F, 8 a.m. to  4:30
p.m. KP Civic Center M-F, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
or go online to www.keycouncil.org, email
bschoos@keycouncil.org, or call 255-9613.
Completed forms can be returned to the
same sites or bring them to the KPCC

meeting on Aug. 12 at the Key Center Fire
Station at 7 p.m.; the special topic is
“Property Tax”. Get involved!

Aug. 14- Library fun

The “Magic Suitcase” will be presented
at 2:30 p.m. for ages 6 and up at the KC
Library. Explore the world through
clues, artifacts, stories and art projects
with Live Paint LLC, a creative arts
company for children. 

Aug. 15 – Communities in
Schools

Communities in Schools holds its fifth
annual “Denim to Diamonds” fundraiser
at 5 p.m. at Rosedale Gardens in Gig
Harbor. Cost is $50 per seat. There will be
live entertainment, live and silent
auctions. Proceeds benefit educational
programs for Key Peninsula public
schools, and six others in the Peninsula
School District. For more information,
Colleen Speer or Laurel Schultz 884-5733

Aug. 22-23-Bike ride

RAPSody sponsors a 170-mile loop on
the scenic back roads and bike trails of
five counties while supporting statewide
bicycle advocacy and education on the
Ride Around Puget Sound. The loop
starts and ends at Tacoma Community
College. At Shelton, the halfway point,
there’s free indoor and outdoor camping
and a jazz quartet at Shelton High School.
Food is provided at the rest stops. 

Registration includes souvenir socks,
mechanical and ride support, luggage
transport, free showers and ice cream
bars to celebrate the finish on Sunday.
Riders can complete in the event in one
or two days. RAPSody is sponsored by five
Puget Sound area bike clubs in support
of the Bicycle Alliance of Washington.
Cost is $80. Participants must register by
Aug. 16. For more information, visit
www.rapsodybikeride.com or 206-577-
6999 or register online: www.active.com.

Aug. 29-Fun run

WayPoint hosts a summer fun run at

Penrose Point State Park at 9:30 a.m. Cost
is $12 per person, which includes a t-
shirt. Proceeds benefit youth activities.
Walkers are welcome. Register online at
www.waypoint-church.org/funrun

Sept. 19-Musical 
presentation

A spirit-filled Christian musical collabo-
ration will be performed in harmony with
area churches, including a free presenta-
tion by the ‘Red Barn‘  held at the
Longbranch Improvement Club, noon - 4
p.m. Gary Viers (253) 414-5123 or
gviers@earthlink.net

Tuesdays-TOPS #1325

Take-Off Pounds Sensibly meets at 9
a.m. at Key Peninsula Lutheran Church.
Free child care, fun and support are
provided. 884-2554

Wednesdays- Walks
scheduled

Key Peninsula Parks sponsors
Wednesday Walkers each week from 10-
11:30 a.m. at different spots on a rotating
schedule. Adults 18 and over (dogs must
be on a leash) are welcome to meet on
Aug. 5 at Maple Hollow (48th St/Van
Beek Rd in Lakebay) for a difficult walk.
Aug. 12 is an easy walk at Volunteer Park.
On Aug. 19 an easy/moderate walk will be
at Penrose State Park. Rocky Creek (SR
302/150th Ave) will be an easy/moderate
walk on Aug. 26. The walks continue to
rotate on the above schedule. Chad, 884-
9240 or www.keypenparks.com

Thursdays-
Toastmasters meet

The Toastmasters meet from 8-9 a.m. at
Key Center Library. Join the fun and
improve your speaking ability.

Thursdays- Senior Society
meets

The Key Peninsula Senior Society, aka
Yesterday’s Teenagers, meet at 11:30 a.m.
for a potluck, fellowship and games at the



Hugh McMillan/KP News
Key Peninsula Lions Club president George Robison and Lion Bill Macaras continue
the club’s volunteer work on the KP Volunteer Park retaining wall/bleachers seating
in the soon-to-be park’s amphitheater. KP Metro Parks’ staff member Jeffrey
Winden unloads a front loader with soil to fill in the area behind the concrete block
retaining wall; he is assisted by Dylan Roberts (not in photo). 
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civic center. All are welcome.  884-4981

Fridays-Outdoor movies

CenturyTel and the Children’s Home
Society sponsor Cinema under the Stars
at dusk. This year pre-movie entertain-
ment is available. On Aug. 7 “Journey to
the Center of the Earth” in 3D will be
preceded by Earth Bingo sponsored by
Sunnycrest Nursery. Aug. 14 a
Taekwando demonstration by the Black
Belt Academy will be before the “Kung
Fu Panda” movie.  On Aug. 21 “The
Express” will be shown after skills, drills
and plays demonstrated by Peninsula
Youth Football and on Aug. 28 Disney
Trivia sponsored by El Sombrero will be
before the movie “Bedtime Stories”. On
the Way concessions will be open. Bring
a blanket and enjoy a movie at Volunteer
Park. Canned or boxed food for the local
food bank is greatly appreciated.

Saturdays-Writers meet

The Writers’ Guild meets from 9-11
a.m. at Key Center Library; 884-6455

Sundays- Farmers Market

The Farmers’ Market is open noon-4
p.m. in O’Callahan’s parking lot. Meet
the KPFM farmers, who grow their
produce on the Key Peninsula, at the
market and buy local products. Master
Gardeners will join “Farmers Market
Week” on Aug. 2.  Composting informa-
tion will be available on Aug. 16. See
what’s fresh weekly at the market or sign
up for the newsletter at www.kpfarmers-
market.org

Tuesdays, Aug. 4, 11, 18, & 25
‘Summer Sounds at Skansie’ offers free concerts in the park

from 6:30-8 p.m. Bring a blanket or a chair. www.gighar-
borguide.com

Play presented - Aug. 7 

Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” will be presented at the
newly remodeled Paradise Theatre. Show times for Fridays
and Saturdays is 7:30 p.m. and on Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets
are available online at www.paradisetheatre.org or 851-7529.

Aug. 17-21-
String camp

The Peninsula Youth Orchestra String Camp will be held
Aug. 17-21. The camp theme is “The Lighter Side of Strings”
and will feature daily rehearsals, breaks, a “Pops” performance
by the Aurora String Quartet and a concert performance.

Students, 9-19 with at least one year of string experience, may
apply for the camp online at www.harborpyo.org or call 253-
534-5384.

The public is invited to a free concert performance on Aug.
20 at 6 p.m. at the Uptown Pavilion in Gig Harbor.

Aug. 29- 
Motorcycle event

The “Hogs for Dogs” motorcycle Dice Run riders will enjoy
a scenic ride along the shores of Puget Sound after registra-
tion at 8:30 a.m. After the ride enjoy great food at the
Floatation Device in Purdy and listen to the sounds of Loose
Gravel and Quarry from 3-6 p.m. The event is open to the
public and any rider is welcome. Those not riding are
welcome to come to the Floatation Device anytime after 3 p.m.
to listen to the band, participate in the 50/50 raffle, enjoy the
motorcycles and food and drink available for sale. 

All proceeds benefit Coalition: HUMAnE, an organization
dedicated to a goal of no more homeless pets in our commu-
nity. Fee is $25/rider and $20/passenger. Ride starts at 14511
Sherman Drive N.W, Gig Harbor. Info: Dave McCormick

OFF THE KEY

AUGUST 
PUBLIC MEETINGS
n KP Metro Parks, Aug. 10, 7:30
p.m. at Volunteer Park Annex 

n Fire District 16, Aug. 11 & 25, 3
p.m. at Key Center Fire Station

n Key Peninsula Community Council,
Aug. 12, 6:30 p.m.–business, 7 p.m.-
presentation on Property Taxes at Key
Center Fire Station

n Peninsula School District Board,
Aug. 27, regular meeting, 6 p.m. at
district office, 14105 62nd Ave NW,
Gig Harbor

Lions Club invite public
The Key Peninsula Lions Club which meets the first and third Wednesdays of each

month in the VFW Room of the KP Civic Center in Vaughn invites all interested
parties to attend its meetings and to consider joining the club, the motto which is,
“We Serve.” Lions are the world’s largest service organization and, among other
things, are dedicated to sight preservation, hearing preservation and diabetes and
drug awareness. Locally, the KP Lions sponsor the annual KP Citizens of Year Awards
banquet and the annual Volksmarch in Penrose Point State Park. The club also
supports KP parks, Little League Baseball, scholarships, Boy Scouts, and provides
assistance to those in need. For more information, please visit the club’s web site at:
http//keypeninsulawa.lionwap.org or call 253-853-2721 or 253-884-3319.

To submit
To submit community events, email

letters to news@keypennews.com, or mail
to P.O. Box 3, Vaughn WA 98394. Please
include full name and contact information
for verification.
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Krazy Key Parade
and Family Fun
Day schedule of
events

STAFF REPORTS

The Krazy Key Parade and Summer
Family Fun Day will kick off with a parade
at 10 a.m. Aug. 8 and the day is filled
with many activities for the entire family
to enjoy.

Schedule of Events
Kids games begin at 10:45 a.m. with

the help of KP Baptist Church, WayPoint
Church, and staff from the Key Center
Library.

10:45-11:30 a.m. Penny and candy
scramble

11:30 to noon – Limbo
noon – 12:30 p.m. Three-legged race
12:30- 1:15- Farmers dress up relay-

where kids dress up to be farmer and
then undress quickly, pass the clothing to
another team member, and winning team
wins a prize. 

1:15-2 Tug of war
2:30-3 Sack race
3-3:30 Balloon toss
3:30-4:15 Monster tag
Farmers Market, fish pond with 200

fish, vendors, food and the beer garden
open at 10 a.m. and continue until 5 p.m.

Entertainment begins at 10:45 a.m. 
Awards and the raffle will be announced

from 4 to 5 p.m.
DJ Kip, KP Cloggers will perform at

12:30 p.m. Key Singers 1:30 p.m.,
Conga Drummers 2:30 p.m., Don Allard
from 3 to 5 p.m.
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open and your skeletons come walking
out. It’s too bad it didn’t come out 12
years ago.”

“The letter came to light when there was a
coffee cup incident and through that process
a lot of people were outraged because I was
defending my wife,” Yanity said. 

The document surfaced then, Yanity
said, and he got about six copies of it left
on his car, or handed to him in person.

Bosch’s opponent for the No. 2 seat on
the fire commission, Claudia Jones, had
no comment about the letter or police
report, but said she sees no need for such
information to be floating around.

Ed Taylor, a former fire commissioner,
and current member of the Key Peninsula
Civic Center board also received a copy of
the document.

“It would have been better received by
me if the person who sent it had identified
themselves,” Taylor said, “but I also under-
stand because of Bosch’s past vindictive
history why they wouldn’t want to do that.
I feel that he should resign and I’ve had a
history of calling for his resignation
before. I didn’t send the report or letter, I
received it, but it is just one of many
reasons why he should resign.”

(From MUD, Page 1) “Return to Home” premier sells out 
By Rick Sorrels

Special to the KP News

Ticket sales were limited, and sold out
within a couple of days of their release
for “Return to Home,” an independent
movie that premiered July 18 at the Key
Peninsula Civic Center. 

The 36 actors, film crew and their
families and friends gave rave reviews for
the film, which included 20 minutes of
story, and 10 minutes of outtakes. 

“I loved it. It was hilarious,” said John
Bischoff. “I’d describe it as a comedy-
mystery.”

“It was comical and kind of goofy,”
said Lisa Larson.

“It was really cool, a really good job,”
said Alvin Chaney. “I was surprised at the
quality.”

“Excellent, very funny,” said Misty
Jones.

“The out-takes were great,” said Andy
and Judy Isaksen.

Don Porter, producer of the movie,
said the movie idea evolved through
happenstance and serendipity into a
basic concept in his mind.

“The whole thing is about neighbor-
hood smiles,” said Porter. “There are a
lot of in-jokes. 

“The original idea was for a ‘film
noir’, which is French for ‘the dark
side’. An example of ‘darkside’ is a
period piece about a private eye walking
down a dark alley without backup, shot
with black and white film. Paul tweaked
it with a different flavor, changing it into
more of a comedy.” 

There were no professional actors or
crew on this film. 

“Using all local amateur talent
presented some problems,” said Paul
Clark, who wrote the screenplay and
directed and edited the film. “I would
call this a murder mystery spoof, with a
dark 1940s look done on purpose. It
worked out well.”

The movie is filled with Key Peninsula
in-jokes, so some of that was lost on
Rosina Vertz who lives in South Kitsap.

However, the audience, which was
composed almost entirely of local resi-
dents, found the in-jokes hilarious.

By using local residents in the film,
both Clark and Porter said “Return to

Home,” is unique and significant for
the area.

“All production and acting for ‘Return
to Home’ was done locally using local
talent. This makes this production a first
in that regard, and very special for the
local residents.” 

Plans are to enter the film in the Gig
Harbor Film Festival in September. The
Bremerton Film Festival will follow,
provided residency requirements are
met. The big competition will be the
Seattle Film Festival next summer.

Don Porter is looking forward to a
“big rest” as the excitement winds down.

Paul Clark just landed a contract
editing a music video for a major
country western singer and the World
Orphans Organization, which is sched-
uled to be released at the NASCAR
opening next summer.

A DVD of “Return to Home” can be
ordered from dphomewa@yahoo.com
for $20.

The April issue of KP News contains a
related story about the making of the
movie that can be viewed on line at
www.keypennews.com.
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By Ron Cameron, Special to the KP News
Longbranch will not soon forget the beautiful warm, sunny day, which graced its celebra-
tion of “50 Years Afloat” for the Longbranch Marina’s dock.
It started early in the morning with a full course breakfast enjoyed by an estimated 200
well wishers who came and went and hailed from the Key Peninsula and as far away as
California. Among notables attending the dock dedication were Washington State
Senator, Derek Kilmer and Pierce County Council member, Terry Lee. Toward noon,
Marina dockmaster Mark Jones held the audience in awe with a history of all that went
into the making of the marina.
An antique car show on the grounds of the Longbranch Improvement Club played to a
happy audience of car aficionados. There was bingo, an egg toss, watermelon speed
eating, a crab race, a life ring toss competition, and dinghy races. The day ended with a
dinner, auction, and dance with music by The Daily Flash. Dave Wickland declared it to
have been, “a delight, fun, and even more successful than we could imagine.”

Longbranch celebrates “50 Years Afloat”



August 2009 •  www.keypennews.com 19

available in lightweight to heavy, is
comparable in warmth to polar fleece.

Felting is basically tangling the fibers
and then shrinking them so they will not
pull apart. Her product is superior to
traditional felt.

She constructs hats, purses, decorative
pieces and do-it-yourself kits for her
shows but also has created jackets,
scarves, and other items.

Hats and some of the decorative
objects are formed by using hot soapy
water and her hands to conform to the
desired shape.

“Every one is different,” she says. She’ll
get an idea for a product, look at her
extensive array of materials, and deter-
mine her next project.

She collects baubles, ribbons, hat
bands and fabric for decoration, or can
use some provided by a customer for a
made-to-order piece.

The felted fabric is available in 4-yard
lengths that are 35-38 inches wide. These
laminated fabrics are alpaca fibers felted
to white or black silk chiffon.

Leyden wasn’t satisfied with some of
the tools she found available to crafters.
She asked Peter Green, a man in Canada

who built small commercial carders, to
make her a large one.

“It’s a prototype,” he told her, but she
marvels at all the artistic effort he put
into it.

“My finished product is totally
different, using this carder,” she says.

Leyden says she can shear and spin a
pound of fleece, put three batts together
to make five yards of fabric – shrunk and
finished to four yards – in an afternoon.

One of Leyden’s goals was to make the
alpacas “self-sufficient.” It’s taken seven
years to have them “pay their own way,” but
she now sells enough products to do so.

“They have an easy life here,” she says,
and notes they are easy to train and
remember well.

She once wanted to be a veterinarian,
was always interested in science, but also
in various art forms. She now combines
her interests in being a Felt Craftsman
and Alpaca Farmer. Her graphic artist
training comes in handy when she’s
making her own tags and printing what
she needs for her business.

To learn more about Leyden, the
animals and her products, check her
website - www.longbranchfiber.com and
plan to visit her at the LIC Fiber Arts
Show on October 3.

(From ALPACA, Page 1)



Above, In the Key Peninsula
Historical Society Museum, Summer
Fun kids Roman Turcak, Brandon
Miller, Jonathan Lique, Heather
Anderson, Tara Miller, adult volunteer
instructor Marleis Van Cise,
Merrillee Miller and Cerrinna Frank
examine a pioneer-age planer
machine. 

Left, Austin Skinner gets up close
and friendly with Cameron, Nate, and
Haley Roncevich ‘s kitty who is so
new, he doesn’t have a name. 

Photos by Hugh McMillan

Kinder Kamp instructor Gail Mitchell leads a cluster of pre-schoolers and kinder-
garteners and a scattering of adults in “Story Time” for a raucous, animated rendition of
“Itsy Bitsy Spider.”
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By Hugh McMillan, KP News

The flyer announced, “Pet Day,
Thursday, July 9.” It established that “Pet
Day” is the first of what Children’s Home
Society leaders hope to make an annual
part of its Summer Fun event. The kids –
even the adults – were excited and very
participatory in hands-on fun.

“We were pleased that everyone
seemed to have a great experience,” said
Jud Morris, program manager for CHS
and Key Peninsula Family Resource
Center.

The week of July 13 - 15, camp was held
on the grounds of Evergreen Elementary
and Leonard and Loretta Hawkins, the
“teepee people,” set up a bona fide
replica of a teepee and dressed in period
costumes. 

Harry Oda, “the flintknapper,” demon-
strated as he did last summer how Native
Americans fashioned arrowheads and
tools out of obsidian and other stones.

Other activities included writing with
feather quills, dying yarns and plant-
based materials with berry juices, and
bird watching lessons.

July 16 Summer Fun campers toured,
snacked and played in the field at
Creviston Valley Farm.

All sessions were from 9:00 am – noon. 
Summer Fun’s last week, July 20 – 23,

was at Camp Soundview, where the kids
enjoyed water activities, drumming,
volleyball, nature walks, beach walks,
beach art, beach wildlife discovery and
education, hikes, fun games, and a
barbeque.

Soundview is located, “on the left
almost at at the end of the KP Highway
South towards Devil’s Head,” said Morris. 

Cost of the camps is $16 per week,
which covers materials, instructions and
snacks. Scholarships were available.
Summer Camp is for children kinder-
garten through fifth grade. 

Morris can be reached at 884-5433.

Summer Fun with CHS
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Joyce (Glasson) Morse
Joyce (Glasson) Morse was born Dec.

12, 1929 and died June 27, 2009. Joyce
was born in Kellogg, Idaho to Iva and
Charles Glasson. She was raised in

Longbranch and
attended Vaughn
Union High School.
After she married,
she spent most of her
years in Santa Ana,
California. Joyce
leaves behind her
sister, Hazel
Kingsbury of Vaughn,
and two daughters, Debbie and Connie,

four grandsons: Rickie, Robert, Bryan
and Chad, and ten great-grandchildren:
Rickie, Teresa, Marie, Vickolas, Nicole,
Joshua, Seth, Zackery, Skyler, and Cade.
She was well loved by all. We will truly
miss her. May she rest in peace, our
special angel.

Robert (Bob) Lind Memorial

There will be a memorial for Bob

Lind, who died last September, at the
Lind Home Aug. 8 from 4 to 6 p.m. It
will be a casual affair, combined with the
annual family weekend.

Directions: Take Highway 16 across
the Narrows Bridge to Purdy Exit, left
onto SR 302, continue 8 miles to Key
Center, continue another 5 miles to
town of Home, turn right on 8th Ave.
KPN, 1/3 mile to end of road.

OBITUARIES

KP man backbone to U.S. Navy’s current weapons system
By Sharon Hicks, KP News

Dr. Ivar Highberg of Home died peace-
fully in his home June
4 at the age of 97.
After moving here 34
years ago he was
quoted as saying “this is
God’s country.” During
those years one could
find Ivar in his garden,
fishing or just on the
beach where he loved
to dig clams. Born in Spokane, he gradu-
ated from from Whitman College in 1932
with degrees in mathematics and physics,
then from the California Institute of
Technology with a PHD four years later.
In both schools the doctor graduated
magna cum laude.

During his freshman year Ivar lived
with Dr. Stephen Penrose, President of
Whitman and his family. Becoming close
friends he was hired by Penrose to join
the family as a helper and reader during
his later years.  The summer of 1928, his
first year with them, he was again hired by
Penrose to move his belongings, loaded
on barges and taken to the point early
and stored with neighbors until Penrose
arrived later to spend the summers. After
Penrose’s’ death the Highberg family
continued to spend the summers on the
point. 

After more than 10 years of teaching
math and being head of the physics
department, Highberg was recruited for
work at China Lake in 1947 where he
spent the next 28 years becoming the
backbone to the Navy’s current weapons

system. Working for the Research
Department he became head of the
departments Ballistics Division then head
of the former Test Department. Among
the many developments for which
Highberg was responsible was the
building of the Aerodynamics Field labo-
ratory. At one time he was awarded the
L.Y.E. Thompson Award for development
efforts in surface-launched weapons
systems and two years before retiring he
was chosen to serve as the Deputy TD for
Air Combat Systems.

Ivar and Mary Bower were married by
Penrose in Spokane in 1937. They honey-
mooned on the Key Peninsula at Point
Penrose and it was then Mary said,  “This
is where I want to live” and they
continued to return for vacations though
it would be many years later before her

dream came true. Their living quarters
consisted of a lean- to shelter set on tent
platforms.

In the early 60s the land he so loved was
sold to the state and became Penrose
Point State Park. His family continued to
spend summers on Delano Bay until it
was closed in 1951. When Highberg
retired in 1975 he and Mary wanted to
move to the peninsula; his criteria for
moving were to see Mt. Rainier and
Penrose Point, thus Mary’s dream nearly
30 years before came true.

The Highberg’s daughter, Cathy
Williams, said her father led three lives.
He was a professor, a civil service
employee, and a retiree. A celebration of
Ivar Highberg’s life was held July 19, the
day after what would have been his 98th
birthday.

HIGHBERG

MORSE
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Photo by Hugh McMillan, KP News
Donna White of Morgan Creek Farm in Vaughn waits for customers on a beautiful day
at the Key Peninsula Farmer’s Market. The booth sells a wide variety of flowers and
plants. See more photos online at www.keypennews.com.

Photo by September Hyde/KP News
Pastor Tim Stobbe promised the kids at the WayPoint Church Vacation Bible School he
would walk the “Gauntlet of Slime” if they gathered 60 kids to attend this summer’s
camp at the Key Peninsula Civic Center July 20-24. The kids were successful and the
pastor was bombarded with seaweed and green Jell-o, all in good fun.

At the 20th annual Key Peninsula Lions Club-sponsored Volksmarch July 18, this group
chanced upon one another at the halfway point check-in site. They heralded from West
Seattle, Federal Way, Olympia, Kent, Buckley, Ballard, and Auburn. When asked for their
names, one called out, “Just call us a cluster!” Volksmarch, is a non-competitive walk.
Walkers choose their time to start within the start/finish window, and participate at their
own pace. Photo by Hugh McMillan, KP News
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To see more Out & About photos, visit our Website at www.keypennews.com and 
follow the Photo Gallery link. See more of your neighbors out and about, Key Peninsula scenes

and happenings. The online gallery features only Website exclusive photos! 

Out & About

Fireworks
explode over
Henderson
Bay July 4.

Photo by 
Mindi LaRose


