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Burley Lagoon Geoduck Battle Enters Next Phase
Taylor Shellfish Company submitted a draft environmental impact statement 
that opponents said failed to consider significant impacts on biodiversity.

SARA THOMPSON, KP NEWS

The Taylor Shellfish Co. moved one 
step closer in its quest to replace part of  
its existing Manila clam and oyster beds 
in Burley Lagoon with geoducks when it 
submitted a draft environmental impact 
statement (DEIS) to the Pierce County 
Planning and Land Services Department 
(PALS) Oct. 4.

Burley Lagoon 
was first farmed in 
the 1930s by Tyee 
Oyster Company. 
T h e  t i d e l a n d s 
were  purchased 
by Western Oyster 
Properties in 1952; 
Taylor Shellfish has 
leased the 300-acre 
farm from Western 
since 2012. Since 
that time, depending 
on conditions and 
demand, between 
80 and 200 acres of  
oysters and Manila 
clams have been under active cultivation.

In 2014 Taylor Shellfish submitted a 
permit request that would allow them to 
convert 25.5 acres to geoduck farming. 
PALS reviewed the proposal and because it 
was different from other permitted projects 
— more acreage, a relatively enclosed loca-
tion, and denser population — it required 
an environmental impact statement.

At a public hearing held in 2016 most 

public comments focused on concerns 
about loose plastic from the geoduck gear, 
noise, and the deleterious effects on other 
wildlife (“Large-Scale Geoduck Farming 
Possible in Burley Lagoon,” KP News, Dec. 
2016). At the time it was anticipated that 
a DEIS would be submitted within a year.

PALS reviewed an early draft and said 
the scope of  work 
s h o u l d  i n c l u d e 
effects  on sedi-
ments, water quality, 
aquatic vegetation, 
invertebrates and 
forage fish, fish and 
wildlife, noise, recre-
ation and aesthetics. 
Bill Dewey, Taylor 
Shellfish Co. public 
affairs director, said 
that required addi-
tional studies; the 
pandemic caused 
further delay.

The DEIS, avail-
able on the PALS 

website and as a hard copy in the Key 
Center Library, outlines the environmental 
impact of  three scenarios. The first, Taylor 
Shellfish’s preferred plan, would be to 
replace 25.5 acres of  existing clam and 
oyster beds with geoducks, planted in 
phases. Nursery tubes, either solid plastic 
or mesh, would be used to protect young 
clams as well as predator exclusion netting. 
The second scenario would allow geoduck 
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Two sites proposed for growing geoducks 
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