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Contact me today to learn more about retirement
account options that can make the right impact.

Have questions about withdrawing
funds, converting your account or
generating income?

Skye EManning
Financial Advisor
940 Pepper Ave
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
715-424-4100
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LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE & MUSIC DEPARTMENTS PRESENT

Book by

JOE TRACE
Music & Lyrics by

ROB ROKICKI

Thursday, May 1 at 7:00 pm I Friday, May 2 at 7:00 pm
Saturday, May 3 at 7:00 pm I Sunday, May 4 at 2:00 pm

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER OF WISCONSIN RAPIDS
Tickets - Students $10 & Adults $15

All tickets are reserved seating
RECOMMENDED: Buy Online at https://our.show/ltpjmusical
Tickets available at the door 1 hour before show.

THE LIGHTNING THIEF is presented by arrangement with
Concord Theatricals. www.concordtheatricals.com

Adapted from the book The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan

Scan to Buy Tickets
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LIST WITH
“THE SELLINGEST” TM

Of�ce: 715-423-0561
3610 8th St S

Wisconsin Rapids
Supporting Local Businesses
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1 - 1st Shift Warehouse Supervisor

2 - 2nd Shift Maintenance Technicians

2 - 1st Shift Forklift Operators

2 - 3rd Shift Production Supervisors

1 - Process Engineer

2 - 2nd Shift Maintenance Supervisors

2 – 3rd Shift Maintenance Technicians

1 - 2nd Shift Forklift Operators

Monogram Foods is Hiring!
APPLY TODAY*

Monogram Bene�ts:
• Vacation • Full Bene�ts Package
• 401K Match • Weekly Paycheck
• Financial Planning • Professional Growth
• Maintenance Tech Sign On Bonus

www.monogramfoods.com/careers

SCAN TO APPLY

Call or text Candi for questions 715-303-6216

Gathering brings light to Powers Blu
 history, future
SIRENA MANKINS
EDITOR

ARPIN – Powers Blu� 
County Park is a tale of  two 
parks. On the north side you 
can find swathes of  forest 
cut away, making room for 
tubing and ski hills. ATV 
trails cut through the land-
scape, and flags mark the 
paths where new bike trails 
will be.

On the south side, trees 

hundreds of  years old reach 
to the sky, some still bearing 
the marks of  the Potawa-
tomi, Ho Chunk, Ojibwe 
and Menominee people who 
called Skunk Hill, or Tah-
qua-kik, home.

“This hill has been in use 
for over 3000 years,” said 
Fred Pigeon, an enrolled 
member of  the Prairie Band 
Potawatomi tribe. “It was a 
stopping point on the trade 

route from Central America 
up to Escanaba, Michigan, 
where the copper mine was. 
So you find a lot of  copper 
down in Central America 
that came from here.”

That history and the 
fight to preserve it will be 
celebrated at the first-ever 
Spring Gathering, organized 
by Friends of  Powers Blu� 
and spearheaded by Fred 
and his wife, Germaine.

“When I was 7 years 
old, my grandfather, Jim 
White Pigeon, brought me 
to Skunk Hill,” Fred said. 
“It was a special trip, just 
he and I. When he was sure 
he had my attention, he 
spoke. ‘This place has been 
sacred to our Anishnabik 

since time before beginning.  
Someday you will be the one 
to fight to save it.’”

That fight began in 1999, 
when Wood County o�cials 

at the time had plans to ex-
pand the county park as a 
way to bring in more mon-
ey. The tubing and ski hills 
were already there, but they 

wanted to add to them. Their 
solution: Cut down the trees 
on the other side. 

While the south side remains largely undisturbed., the north side of Powers Bluff County Park has been cleared for winter activities, 
including tobogganing and skiing. Photos by Sirena Mankins / City Times

Powers Bluff
CONTINUES ON PAGE 3

A circle of stones outlines ancient burial sites at Powers Bluff County Park.



We Raise Sunken
Concrete

715-359-1900
FREE ESTIMATES

www.ableconcreteraising.com • acrwausau@yahoo.com

• Steps
• Sidewalks
• Basement Floors
• Garage Floors
• Driveways
• Patios

DON’T REPLACE IT - RAISE IT!
A Fraction Of The Cost Of Replacement
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Department of Public Works –
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
The Nekoosa Public Works Department is

seeking students for summer employment at our
public works department for the summer of 2025.
Students must have recently completed high school
or completed college semester studies and plan to
con�nue with school in the fall of 2025.
Applica�ons can be located on the City of Nekoosa

website (cityofnekoosa.org).
Applica�ons should be returned by email to

rschmidt@nekoosawi.com.
Summer pay for �rst �me students is $15.00 per

hour. Summer employment hours are 4 – 10-hour
days star�ng the week a�er Memorial Day. Working
days are Monday through Thursday with 3-day
weekends.
Students should be in good physical condi�on, be

willing to work outside. Work e�orts will be on tree
care, grass maintenance in parks, city proper�es
and our cemetery.
Any ques�ons can be directed to Rick Schmidt via

my email or by phone at 715-886-7889.
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of dedication that will inspire fans and readers
alike. If you love football, community and tales
of grit, this book is a must-read.
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Bakery owner serves more than a meal
SIRENA MANKINS
EDITOR

ROME – Ordinary people can do extraordinary things 
with simple acts.

For the owner of  Slice of  Heaven Bakery in the town 
of  Rome, it comes naturally.

Rebecca LaCount says she grew up in a very large 
family of  16 children. When she was 12, LaCount says 
her sister, Sue, died. From that tragedy, she learned 
how simple acts of  kindness could have a big impact.

“The local bakery in town donated day old bread and 
donuts after her funeral,” LaCount said in an email. 
“This generosity went on for years. Sue died, then my 
grandma who lived with us died, then my other grand-
ma, then another sister, then my brother, then another 
brother … 

“Month after month, year after year, this bakery 
faithfully donated to our family. And on birthdays, 
there just so happened to be a cake in there for us.”

She vowed to give back, with her family setting the 
example. They volunteered at their church for dinners 
and festivals, where there also was a Day of  Compas-
sion. That day, LaCount said they fed about 5,000 people 
and also offered free haircuts and entertainment.

With her bakery, she said it’s the perfect place to give 
back.

“Holidays can be so lonely,” she said. “I’m so honored 
that I can provide a meal for those who may not afford 
it, or provide a place for the lonely to congregate. And 
even if  people aren’t lonely or if  they can buy their own 
dinner, maybe they just don’t wanna cook.”

This year for Easter, they served more than 100 people 
and collected donations for the Hannah Center in Wis-
consin Rapids. They also offered free meals on Thanks-
giving and Christmas. 

“My goal every day at the bakery is to provide a place 
where people feel safe, loved and welcomed,” LaCount 
said. “I’m so happy we can provide that. 

“People have been generous with their time, money 
and love throughout my life. I’m just thrilled that it’s 
my turn.”

Volunteers serve a free Easter dinner at Slice of Heaven Bakery in the town of Rome. Submitted photos

People enjoy a free Easter dinner at Slice of Heaven Bakery. The bakery’s owner, Rebecca LaCount, has been giving back her 
entire life, inspired by the kindness shown to her family during moments of tragedy.

www.WRCityTimes.com



OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Fish Sticks
Breaded - Frozen
5 lbs......................................only

$149
a lb

Chicken Tenders
Breaded, Fully Cooked
Frozen
5 lbs......................................only

$199
a lb

Franks
Bun Length - Frozen
28 oz.............................................only

$199

Turkey Ham
Fully Cooked - Frozen
4 lbs......................................only

$149
a lb

Bratwurst Original
Fully Cooked - Frozen
19 oz.............................................only

$199

Ham Boneless
Fully Cooked - Frozen
8 lbs......................................only

$149
a lb

Ham Diced
Fully Cooked - Frozen

8 oz................................................only 99¢

Bacon Bits
Fully Cooked - Frozen
3 lbs..............................................only

$899

Cool Whip
Reduced Fat, Frozen

8 oz................................................only 99¢

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat
16 oz.............................................only

$159

Pepper Jack
Cheese
Cubes
5 lbs..............................................only

$899

Mozzarella Cheese
Shredded
5 lbs..............................................only

$899

Muenster Cheese
Shredded
5 lbs..............................................only

$899

American Cheese
Sliced
5 lbs......................................only

$129
a lb

Cheese Blend
Shredded
5 lbs..............................................only

$799

Chicken Breast
Rotisserie, Sliced
Frozen

7 oz................................................only 99¢

Chicken Breast
Buffalo, Sliced, Frozen

14 oz..............................................only 99¢

French Fries
Crinkle Cut, Frozen
28 oz.............................................only

$199

Potato Chips
Original

28 oz.............................................only
$499

Pop Tarts Frosted
Chocolate Fudge
13.5 oz..........................................only

$199

Saltine Crackers
Original

12 oz..............................................only 99¢

Peanut Butter
Creamy

12 oz..............................................only 99¢

Graham Crackers
Cinnamon

14.4 oz...........................................only 89¢

Onion Rings
Breaded, Frozen
32 oz.............................................only

$199

Ham
Bone In - Frozen

8 lbs.......................................only 89¢
a lb

Strawberries
Whole - Frozen
14 oz.............................................only

$199

Sausage Patties
Original, Fully Cooked
Frozen
30 oz.............................................only

$299

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

Fruit Punch
Concentrate - Frozen

12 oz..............................................only 99¢

Black Forest Ham
Sliced, Uncured, Frozen

10.5 oz..........................................only
$149

Yogurt Organic

Whole Milk

32 oz.............................................only
$129

Apple Juice
100% Juice

59 oz..............................................only 99¢

Butter Salted
Quarters

16 oz.............................................only
$299

Peanuts Unsalted

Dry Roasted

35 oz.............................................only
$349

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards

453028
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Best Local Newspaper
in Wisconsin Rapids

PO Box 408
Waupaca, WI 54981

News Tips, Delivery,
Sales and Obituaries:

715-256-4446

wirapidsof�ce@mmclocal.com

PUBLISHER
Patrick Wood

GENERAL MANAGER
Ernie Neuenfeldt

EDITOR
Sirena Mankins
(715) 502-9773

smankins@mmclocal.com

SALES EXECUTIVE
Gloria Sto�et

gsto�et@mmclocal.com

SALES ASSISTANT
Kelli Rogus

krogus@mmclocal.com

CIRCULATION
Terri Moericke

C I RCULAT I ON

C O U N C I L
VERIFICATION

© Copyright Multi Media Channels LLC 2025.
All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication
or any of its contents may be reproduced, copied,
modi�ed, or adapted without the prior written

consent of Multi Media Channels LLC.
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WE CAN
CUSTOM
PLANT

YOUR POTS!
W1150 State Hwy 98

Loyal
715-255-8090

YOUR POTS!
W1150 State Hwy 98 

Things That Grow
Greenhouse

Mon.-Fri. 8am-8pm • Sat. 8am-6pm • Closed Sunday 45
94

67

Spring Sale Days!
May 2nd & 3rd

10% O� St�ewide!

Tent Sale
on Decor

Items!

Complimentary
Coffee

and Baked
Goodies

Open Extended Hours!
Friday 7am-9pm • Saturday 7am-6pm

a Lovely Baskets a Proven Winner Plants
a House Plants a Vegetable Plants

a Tropical Plants
a Potted Plants
for Sun & Shade
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could prove that there was a 
burial” they would change 
their plans, Germaine said. 
“They wanted name of  the 
person, birth date, death 
date and exactly where they 
were. Then they would put a 
five foot circle around that 
site and preserve it.”

The burial grounds are 
just part of  the Native 
American history that can 
be found at the park. There 
are also dance rings and mo-
saics, including leaping fish, 
deer, bear and an eagle. 

“Each of  those formations 
had a spot where they could 
put a sacrifice dish, where 

they could honor their loved 
ones,” Germaine said. “We 
were told by an elder from 
way northern Wisconsin 
that before there were tribes, 
there were clans. And what 
we have there is a medicine 
group with clan symbols. 
They would get together 
and decide, do we go to war? 
Don’t we go to war?”

Eventually, the county 
and tribal o�cials came to 
an agreement, which led to 
the formation of  Friends of  
Powers Blu�. 

 Now, when major work 
needs to be done, the Pi-
geons said the county brings 

in tribal elders. There are 
plans in place to expand the 
mountain bike trails on the 
park’s north side. 

“But this part of  the hill, 
the sacred 80 acres … it’ll 
become a silent park of  soli-
tude and reflection, a safe 
place to go in that because 
when this road deteriorates, 
they’re not going to replace 
it,” Germaine said. “If  peo-
ple want to get here, they’ll 
have to either park on the 
other side and walk in from 
the back, or park at the low-
er edge and walk in.”

But the tribes consider 
the hill a sacred place, where 
they would gather to hold 
ceremonies, collect medici-
nal plants, make maple sug-
ar and bury their loved ones, 
according to Tara Mitchell, 
the tribal historic preserva-
tion o�cer for the Prairie 
Band Potawatomi.

The shallow graves of-
ten were covered by logs 
and marked by stones. 
Planted near the head was 
a tree sapling.

“The thought was that 
the sapling got its nutrients 
from grandpa, and there-
fore, as long as that tree 
lived, you could come and 
talk to grandpa,” Fred said. 
“He was in that tree.”

Because of  rocky nature 
of  the hill, those burial sites 
di�ered from White people’s.

“Their challenge was that, 
yes, there’s not any place up 
here where you can dig six 
feet and put a burial in, but 

that was not the custom,” 
Germaine added. “The na-
tives were very much di�er-
ent about wanting to keep 
their loved ones close.”

The trees also served as a 
type of  street sign. Indians 
would tie down branches 
of  “talking trees” in certain 
ways to create elbows that 
would point in a certain di-
rection.

“It’s like a scavenger hunt 
… because it’ll take you to 
the next tree, which takes 
you to the next tree,” Fred 
said. “The distance from the 

trunk to the elbow lets you 
know where to walk around 
the tree and look.”

They could guide some-
one to a hidden water source 
or a cache of  food or other 
supplies.

When the Pigeons heard 
about the county’s plans for 
the park, they spoke out at 
County Board meetings. Ar-
chaeologists were brought 
in by the county, while the 
tribes brought in cadaver 
dogs. The two sides were at 
an impasse.

“They kept telling us if  we 

POWERS 
BLUFF
FROM PAGE 1

IF YOU GO
What: Spring Gathering & Homecoming
When: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. May 3
Where: Powers Bluff County Park, 6990 Bluff Drive, Arpin
Parking: 7073 County Road N; shuttle bus available
Organizers say to bring a chair

Schedule
n 10 a.m., opening ceremony, Dominic Ortiz, Prairie Band Potawatomi
n 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1 p.m., spring wildflower walk, Robert Freckmann
n 11 a.m., Skunk Hill history, Paul Demain, La Courte Oreilles Reservation
n 1 p.m., medicinal plants, Misty Cook, Stockbridge Munsee Nation
n 2 p.m. raised beadwork Master Artist, Karen Ann Hoffman, Oneida Nation

Ongoing
n Silent auction (final call at 2:15 p.m.)
n Children’s crafts and gift giveaway
n Jackie Redwoman, Little River Band of the Ottawa Nation
n Fred Pidgeon, Prairie Band Potawatomi, and his wife, Germaine, will share 

their 24 years of collected photos and information on the history of Skunk Hill.
n Friends of Powers Bluff, welcome and information tent
n Bike corral and fair, 

Note: All events will be at the top of the hill except the bike corral, which will be at 7073 County Road N

The north side of Powers Bluff County Park has been cleared for winter activities, including 
tobogganing and skiing, while the south side remains largely undisturbed.

A rock formation known as the Singing Indian greets visitors 
to Powers Bluff County Park. Fred and Germaine Pigeon have 
organized the �rst Spring Gathering at the park.

Fred Pigeon shows drawings of some of the Native American mosaics found at Powers Bluff 
County Park. 

Fred Pigeon demonstrates how to use a devining rod. He and his wife, Germaine, have organized 
the �rst Spring Gathering at Powers Bluff County Park. Photos by Sirena Mankins / City Times
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 One Mile South of Marion
on Quarterline Road

Over 10,000 Square Feet of Garden Variety
Closed Sundays

Shop Now for Mother’s Day,
Sunday,May 11th
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49

HUGE VARIETY OF HANGING BASKETS OVER 2,500 TO CHOOSE FROM

LAWN & GARDEN DECOR
RUSTIC BIRDHOUSES

WIND SPINNERS
HyR BRIX FERTILIZER

FEATHER ROCKS
LARGE VARIETY OF
FRUITS & BERRIES
SEED POTATOES

ONION SETS
GARDEN SEEDS
POTTED PLANTS

VEGETABLE PLANTS
POTTING SOIL
PLUS MANY

UNIQUE ITEMS

DIRECTIONS

Shrubs,
Tropicals,
Perennials,
FruitTrees
& Berries

on Quarterline Road

H

Wind Spinners
Lots of styles to choose from

Tired of Re-Roo�ng Your House?
Try a Steel Roof!

44
46

14

Wisco
Steel R

oo�ng LLC

• Can Be Installed Over An
Existing Roof

• 40 Year Factory Warranty
• 4-Star Hail and Fire Resistant
• Ventilated At Peak
• Energy Star Ef cient

• Snap-loc Standing Seam
• 28 Colors Available
• Steel Roo ng
• Top Quality Work for Less
• Individual Homeowners,
Contractors, or Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Mark
715-503-5460

Do it Once,

Do it Righ
t!

4.15.24am

452690

• CAN BE INSTALLED OVER
EXISTING ROOFING

• 40 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY
• 4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE
RESISTANT

• VENTILATED AT PEAK
• ENERGY STAR EFFICIENT
• SNAP-LOC HIDDEN FASTENER
• 18 COLORS AVAILABLE

INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRACTORS OR COMMERCIAL
ON SITE CUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-618-8232

TIRED OF RE-ROOFING
YOUR HOUSE?

TRY A STEEL ROOF!

DO IT ONC
E

DO IT RIG
HT

715-424-0788
ultclean@charter.net

Mike Machon
Wisconsin Rapids

Serving Wisconsin
Rapids and Surrounding

Area since 1995

LLC

CARPET
CLEANING

Low Moisture Carpet Cleaning
• Carpets Dry Fast
• Excellent Results
• Eco Friendly

ultracleancarpets.com

30
42

82

Mike Machon
Wisconsin Rapids

715-424-0788
ultclean@charter.net

Seal Coating * Pothole Patching
Line Striping * CrackRepair

Before

After

MAINTENANCE
Asphalt

5 Star

DarrylYoder,Owner715-937-5139

2025
CallNOW!

MFREE
ESTIMATES

Scheduling for

45
14

73

Ray Pittier
630 Lee Street

Wisconsin Rapids,
WI 54494

715-323-6604

O�ering:
Caning
Clock Repair
Antique
Wall
Cuckoo
Mantel
Grandfather

128785
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DIRECTORY
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE INCLUDED 

IN THIS BUSINESS DIRECTORY, 
PLEASE CALL 715-256-4446

BAR BEATS
The Swing Doctors 5/8· Bullseye Golf  
Club, Wisconsin Rapids. 16-piece 
jazz/swing. 7 pm. 715-423-2230

EVENTS/SPECTATOR SPORTS
Wisconsin Rapids Area Retired 
Educators Association Meeting · 
Mon. 5/5, Bullseye Country Club 
Restaurant, Wisconsin Rapids. 
Program by John Edwards High 
School Chorus from Port Edwards. 
Collection for Family Center. Starts 
at 11 am. $20 for lunch. 715-887-3448

Birding Tour at Sandhill Wildlife 
Area · Sat. 5/10, Sandhill Wildlife 
Area, 1715 County Rd X, Babcock. 
Registration starts at 7:30 am. Tour 
start at 8 am. $10 fee. vpalen@tds.net

Sandhill Wildlife Area Open House · 
Sat. 5/10, Sandhill Wildlife Area, 1715 
County Rd X, Babcock. Theme: “All 
About Whitetail Deer”. Free event 
with Deer Ecology talk, followed by 
wagon tour to view management 
practices. Nature Store, interactive 
activities, educational displays & 
free refreshments. Starts at 10 am. 
vpalen@tds.net

Game Night with the Legion · Sat. 
5/10, American Legion Hall, Rudolph. 
Cards &amp; board games for all 
ages. Co�ee, punch & popcorn 
provided. Starts at 6 pm. 715-435-3662

Christian Women’s Connection 
Ladies Brunch · Wed. 5/14, Elk’s 
Club, Wisconsin Rapids. Speaker, 
Judith Ebert, Milwaukee, WI topic 

will be “Looking for love in ALL the 
Wrong Places”. Wisconsin Rapids 
Let’s Create Crafting Boutique 
will provide the special feature. 
Reservations are essential. Starts at 
9:30 am. $20 includes meal, tip and 
program. 815-994-1317 or 701-741-5905 
for reservations by 5/6

ONGOING
Celebrate Recovery · Every Tuesday, 
hosted by Love Inc. at St. Lawrence 
Church basement, 530 10 th St N, 
Wisconsin Rapids. Come share adult 
Fellowship through hurts, hang-ups & 
habits guided by the Beatitudes in a 12 
step format. Non denominational. Starts 
at 6:30 pm. 715-424-5683 for questions

OUTDOORS
Wisconsin Valley Golf  Association 
Tournament · Sun. 5/4, Bullseye Golf  
Club, Wisconsin Rapids. Individual 
stroke golf  tournament open to those 
who enjoy golf. Starts at 9 am. $55. 
wivalleygolf.org

ARTS/EXHIBITS
The Alexander House · Opens 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
1131, Wisconsin River Drive, 
Port Edwards. Art gallery and 
historical museum with a focus 
on lumbering and papermaking 
exhibits. Opens 1 pm-4 pm. http://
alexanderhouseonline.org/

Central Wisconsin Cultural Center 
· Opens Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays, 2651 8 th St S, Wisconsin 
Rapids. Open from 10 am-5 pm. 

Free admission. http://www.
culturalcenterarts.com/index.html

South Wood County Historical 
Museum · 540 3 rd St. S, Wisconsin 
Rapids. Museum opens Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays &amp; 
Sundays from 1 pm-4 pm O�ce will 
be open Tues.-Thurs. from 10 am-3 
pm. http://www.swch-museum.com/

Laura Ingalls Wilder, Hamerstroms 
& WI Prairie Chicken Festival · Tues.-
Wed. 4/1-4/30, 540 3 rd St. S, Wisconsin 
Rapids. This exhibit will showcase 
the journey of  author Laura Ingalls 
Wilder, who captured the essence 
of  frontier life in her Little House 
series. There will also be nature & 
bird photographs on display by local 
photographer, Joe Riederer. There will 
also be memorabilia, photos & articles 
on display for the Wisconsin Prairie 
Chicken Festival & when available, the 
costume of  WPCF’s mascot, Boomin’ 
Bob, will be showcased. http://www.
swch-museum.com/

LIFELINES
Blood Drive · Thurs. 5/1, ODC 
Inc, 1191 Huntington Ave, 
Wisconsin Rapids. Starts at 10 am. 
Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Mon. 5/12, Lake 
Arrowhead, 1195 Apache Ln, 
Nekoosa. Starts at 12 pm. 
Redcrossblood.org

Blood Drive · Wed. 5/14, McMillan 
Library, 490 E Grand Ave, 
Wisconsin Rapids. Starts at 10 am. 
Redcrossblood.org

Community
Calendar

sponsored 
by

To submit calendar events, please email information to entertainment@mmclocal.com

Children’s House gets $100K grant
FOR THE CITY TIMES

WOOD COUNTY – An 
area child care center will be 
able to expand after earning a 
grant through the American 
Rescue Plan Act.

Childcaring Inc. awarded 
the $100,000 Capacity Build-
ing Grant to Children’s 
House of Montessori, a li-
censed group child care cen-

ter in Marshfield. The fund-
ing is aimed at addressing the 
ongoing need for increased 
child care access in Wood 
County and central Wiscon-
sin.

It will support Children’s 
House in expanding its ca-
pacity by creating new child 
care slots, enhancing facility 
infrastructure and support-

ing the needs of the com-
munity, Childcaring said 
in a release. The funding is 
part of a broader initiative 
to invest in sustainable, long-
term solutions to the region’s 
child care shortage. They 
also said it’s part of Childcar-
ing’s ongoing commitment 
to strengthening early child-
hood systems and supporting 

working families across the 
region.

“This grant is a game-
changer for our center and 
the families we serve,” said 
Megan DeLeske, director of  
Children’s House of Montes-
sori. “We’ll be able to wel-
come more children into a 
safe, nurturing environment 
while also providing better 
support for our educators. 
This investment helps ensure 
that parents in our commu-
nity can go to work knowing 
their children are receiving 
high-quality care.”

Kelly Borchardt, director 
of Childcaring, emphasized 
the importance of commu-
nity collaboration and inno-
vation in addressing the re-
gion’s child care challenges.

“This funding is not just 
about expanding a building – 
it’s about strengthening the 
foundation of our workforce 
and supporting the well-be-
ing of families,” Borchardt 
said. “We’re thrilled to see 
this grant going to a center 
that’s deeply rooted in its 
community and dedicated to 
growing access for those who 
need it most.”

The ARPA funding also of-
fers a separate opportunity 
for Family Child Care Provid-
ers to receive up to a $10,000 
grant. Another opportunity 
to apply for a $100,000 Group 
Center grant will be an-
nounced this fall.

Individuals interested in 
starting a regulated child 
care program in Wood Coun-
ty are encouraged to reach 
out to Childcaring.

Childcaring o�ers child 
care resource and referral 
services, supports child care 
providers and helps families 
find care that meets their 
needs.

For more information 
about Childcaring’s grant 
programs and services, go to 
www.childcaring.org, email 
info@childcaring.org or call 
(715) 841-9490.

BRAND YOUR BUSINESS
TO WOOD COUNTY!

Building a successful business is a marathon, not a sprint.

Call 715-256-4446
to advertise today!



Reoccurring Events at Lester Public Library of Rome
1157 Rome Center Drive, Nekoosa, WI, 54457

• Read Between the Pines Book Club: 2nd Tuesday of the
month @ 6:30 PM

• Wednesday Movies*: 1st Wednesday of the month @ 5:30 PM
• Fiber Arts Group: Wednesdays @ 1:00 PM
• Rome Garden Club*: Wednesdays @ 9:30 AM
• Lake Arrowhead Artists: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
@ 1:00-4:00 PM

• Community Card Games Group: 2nd & 4th Wednesday
@ 1:30-3:30 PM

• AA: Thursdays @ 7:00 PM
• Coffee with Friends: Fridays @ 9:15 AM
• Traditional Yoga: Fridays @ 11:00 AM
• Children’s Story Time: Wednesdays @ 9:30 AM
• Maker’s Space: Stop in during open hours!

BELLYdance Fitness @ the Library
Saturday, May 3 & 10, 2025 • 10:00 AM 11:00 AM
Lester Public Library of Rome
1157 Rome Center Drive, Nekoosa, WI
Try a low-impact workout that gets you moving! No
matter your size, race, age, mobility, or ability level — you
deserve to celebrate your body with joyful movement! With
BELLYdance Fitness, improve strength & muscle tone, your
grace & con�dence, balance & posture, and have fun! This
FREE event is sponsored by the Friends of the Library!

Flower Power: Decorate and Grow!
Friday, May 9th 3:30 pm-4:30pm
Lester Library of Rome
1157 Rome Center Drive, Nekoosa, WI
Kids are invited to paint their own �owerpot and plant zinnia
seeds. All supplies are provided for this free program!
Registration is required as space is limited.

Friends of Sandhill Open House
Saturday, May 10, 2025 • 10:00 AM 3:00 PM
Sandhill Wildlife Area
1715 County Highway X, Babcock, WI, 54413
This year we’re all about white-tailed deer. After a deer
ecology talk, we’ll go into the property by wagon to view
some of the management practices in action. We invite
you to come at any time during the day to check out FREE
activities for all ages, a nature store and informational
displays. We’ll also be hosting a pre-event birding tour at 8
a.m., which requires a $10 fee upon arrival (between 7:30
and 8 a.m.). Register for the birding tour by contacting
Vicki Palen, vpalen@tds.net or 715-652-3131

Kid’s Coloring Contest
Monday, May 12, 2025 9:00 AM
Saturday, May 17, 2025 2:00 PM
Lester Library of Rome
1157 Rome Center Drive, Nekoosa, WI
Pick up a coloring sheet from the library and create
your very own masterpiece. All kids who participate
will receive a prize!

Rome Farmers Market
Friday, May 16, 2025
9:00 AM 1:00 PM
Rome Farmers Market
274 Geneva Trail, Nekoosa, WI, 54457

DIY Lake Life Sign
Friday, May 16, 2025
2:00 PM 3:00 PM
Lester Library of Rome
1157 Rome Center Drive, Nekoosa, WI
Celebrate the Rome, WI lake community by painting
your own wooden “Lake Life” sign. This is a free
program for adults, and all supplies are included!
Registration is required as space is limited.

Universe in the Park
Saturday, May 17, 2025
7:30 PM 9:30 PM
Sandhill Wildlife Area
1715 County Highway X, Babcock, WI, 54413
Did you know Sandhill has one of the darkest night skies
in our state? Join UW-Madison astronomers as they brie�y
present information and observations about the night sky,
the moon and other celestial objects. After that, we’ll host
a star party where you will get a chance to view objects in
the sky through telescopes and chat with expert
astronomers.
This is a FREE opportunity, but please register by contacting
the natural resources educator, Haylee Kraker.

Rome Garden Chats: Tackling Wildlife Damage
Wednesday, May 21, 2025 • 9:30 AM 11:00 AM
Lester Public Library of Rome
1157 Rome Center Drive, Nekoosa, WI
Discussion/Led by Janell Wehr, UW-Extension Educator

MAY FEATURES 45
90
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ColdwellBankerFamily.com
NEW WEBSITE
VISIT US At our

Cold
NEW WEBSITE
VI

Bringing together leadership,
resources & expert Agents!

From all of us at the Coldwell Banker family of companies, we look
forward to seeing you around town and servicing all your real estate needs!

3 Locations to serve you!
Locally owned and operated for over 140 years of combined experience!

ROME
288 Matterhorn Trail
Nekoosa, WI 54457

O�ce: (715) 325-7335

ADAMS
700 South Main Street
Adams, WI 53910

O�ce: (608) 339-6757

WISCONSIN RAPIDS
325 8th Street South

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
O�ce: (715) 424-4800

37
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Superior Ingredients make Tasty Sweets, Treats & Cakes
TRY OUR TAKE N BAKE PIZZA!

“OH, SO GOOD”
1158 Snow Pass - Rome Town Center

608-449-0702
www.sliceofheavenrome.com

37
31

95

Happy
Mother’s Day

451058

������������
��� ������ ��
� �
 �	����
�� �����

������������� ­�������
264 GenevaTrail (RomeTown Center) • 715-325-6328

Romemeatanddeli.com • Find ourWeekly Specials on FB

We’re more than the

45
90
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800-462-5263 • 715-325-3141
www.rome-realty.com
info@rome-realty.com

1154 Apache Ave. • Nekoosa, WI 54457

26
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Thinking of Selling
your home?

Now’s the time!
Spring on in to
see us soon!

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK!

715 Hwy 73 South, Nekoosa WI • 715-886-3308

badgermarine.com 13
18

4
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When in Rome
A monthly calendar of local events
For a full list of events go to: VisitRomeWI.com

You’ll feel right at home.

45
94

05

811 East Grand Avenue,
P.O. Box 669
Wisconsin Rapids,
WI 55495-0669
715-423-6460

292 Matterhorn Trail
Nekoosa,
WI 55457-8619
715-325-7900

MEMBER FDICwww.keysavingsbank.com



We’re Growing
For You!

•Hanging Baskets & Pouches
• Annuals • Vegetables

• Perennials

WIGGINS GREENHOUSE
7110 Plover Road at Altenburg’s Farm
Wisconsin Rapids, WI • 715-421-0444

Open: Monday - Friday 9am-6pm
Sat. & Sun. 9am-5pm

Mother’s Day Sale
20% O� all
Perennials

26
14

31

Daily Quantity Discounts on Annuals & Vegetables

Hours:
Monday - Friday 10:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday 8:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday 9:00am - 4:00pm
A�er business hours call for appointment
715-630-5305 or 715-347-7865

NOW THRU MOTHERS DAY
BIG HANGING
BASKET SALE

Specialize in Hostas & Day Lilies

Shop our Retail Garden Center

Over a thousand varieties to choose from

458523

Hosta Stop Gardens
1011 Hwy 54 | Plover WI 54467
kmgonthefarm@gmail.com or

mikegiesejr@gmail.com

264 GenevaTrail (RomeTown Center) • 715-325-6328
Romemeatanddeli.com • Find ourWeekly Specials on FB

We’re more than the

45
94
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Happy Mothers Day!

715-887-2020
151 MARKET AVENUE

PORT EDWARDS,
WI 54469

45
85
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715-887-2020

Sierra Lech
Licensed Nail Technician

Text me: (715)-570-4439

140 Market Ave. Port Edwards, WI 54469

Find us on social media!

HappyM�her’sDay ~�� the�ft of L�

Superior Ingredients make Tasty Sweets, Treats & Cakes
TRY OUR TAKE N BAKE PIZZA!

“OH, SO GOOD”
1158 Snow Pass - Rome Town Center

608-449-0702
www.sliceofheavenrome.com

37
31

95

Happy
Mother’s Day

AUnique Boutique
Shopping Experience

4021 8th Street South, Wisconsin Rapids, WI
715-712-348837

51
41

Annuals • Hanging Baskets • Potted Plants

Open 7 Days a week at 9am

458514

1014 Church Avenue
Wisconsin Rapids,

WI 54494
715.325.6632

Potted Plants •

venue
Wisconsin Rapids,

715.325.6632

venue
Enter to win

HANG
ING BASK

ET

Drawing

May 11th

221 Market Avenue, Port Edwards WI
715-887-2233

Open 7am - 2pm Tues thru Sunday
Serving Fish Fry on Fridays 11am until 8pm

Dine In or Take Out • Group Catering 45
85

11

We may look small but we have plenty room
for your family! 2 Dining Rooms

All Moms
Free
Drink!
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Dear Reader,
Remember the song “Just Dropped In (to see what con-

dition my condition was in)” by 
Kenny Rogers and the First Edi-
tion? In today’s world, rare indeed 
is the person who enjoys what we 
might call perfect health. It seems 
that nearly everyone is manag-
ing some condition, whether it’s 
asthma, high blood pressure, 
cholesterol issues, diabetes, heart 
disease or one of  countless other 
ailments. The human condition 
itself  appears fraught with conditions, ranging from the 
mild to the severe.

We try our best—eating well, exercising, following doc-
tors’ orders—but even with all our e�orts, good health isn’t 
guaranteed. It can be elusive, slipping through our fingers 
no matter how tightly we try to hold on. And so, we adapt. 
We manage. We roll with the flow, accepting that our bod-
ies, like our lives, are imperfect.

Perhaps it’s this imperfection that makes the human 
experience all the more poignant. Life is never entirely 
smooth, nor is health, but we endure and continue on, ad-
justing as we go. In a way, the conditions we face are just 
part of  the larger condition we all share: being human.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re�ections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

The Human Condition 
And Its Many Variations

PUBLISHER’S LETTER Housing coalition 
plans fundraiser

FOR THE CITY TIMES
MARSHFIELD – An 

area nonprofit group 
focused on creating 
affordable housing is 
planning its annual 
fundraiser for May 3.

Everyone Needs a 
Community Inc., or 
ENC, is partnering 
with Wisconsin Hous-
ing Preservation Corp. 
to build a new neigh-
borhood housing model 
in Marshfield, with 
a focus on affordable 
rentals.

The lack of  afford-
able housing can be 
especially hard on 
people with develop-
mental disabilities, as 
well as aging adults. 
Studies show that the 
retirement-age adults 
are one of  the fastest 
growing new homeless 
groups in America to-
day, in part because of  
the shortage of  afford-
able housing.

ENC officials say 
they’re dedicated to fos-

tering a deeper under-
standing of  neurodiver-
sity and autism while 
promoting healthy ag-
ing. People on the au-
tism spectrum make up 
between 2 and 3% of  the 
population.

The working con-
cept is 40 units of  two-
bedroom cottage-type 
apartments in duplexes 
or triplexes, each with 
a garage. The walkable 
community would in-
clude a community cen-
ter focused on healthy 
aging and understand-
ing autism.

The fundraiser will 
be May 3 at the Eagles 
Club, 1104 S. Oak Ave., 
Marshfield. Doors open 
at 4:30 p.m., with mu-
sic featuring DJ Bob 
Halle from 5 to 9:30 
p.m. There will be a 
photo booth, raffle bas-
kets, silent auction and 
games. For more infor-
mation, go ENC’s web-
site, https://e-n-a-c.org

Farm to School council 
seeks members

CITY TIMES STAFF
The Wisconsin Depart-

ment of  Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection 
(DATCP) is accepting nomi-
nations for the Farm to 
School Advisory Council un-
til midnight on May 15.

A seat is available in the 
at-large category. Members 
serve three-year terms, and 
the council meets at least 
four times per year. 

DATCP Secretary Randy 
Romanski will appoint the 
new member, and they may 
start their term at the sum-
mer 2025 Farm to School 
meeting. 

The Farm to School Ad-
visory Council makes key 
recommendations to the 
DATCP Secretary that guide 
the development of  farm to 
school e�orts in Wisconsin 
and provides an annual farm 
to school report for the Wis-
consin legislature.

To include a variety of  
perspectives on farm to 
school e�orts, the council’s 
15 members represent the 
following categories:

• One DATCP employee 

appointed by the DATCP 
Secretary

• One employee of  the Wis-
consin Department of  Health 
Services (DHS) appointed by 
the DHS Secretary

• One employee of  the Wis-
consin Department of  Public 
Instruction (DPI) appointed 
by the DPI Superintendent

• Twelve other members 
who are farmers, experts 
in child health, school food 
service personnel, and other 
persons with interests in ag-
riculture, nutrition and edu-
cation, all appointed by the 
DATCP Secretary.

Nomination forms and 
more information are avail-
able at https://datcp.wi.gov/
Pages/AgDevelopment/
FarmToSchool.aspx

Questions and nomina-
tion forms should be sent to 
DATCP Farm to School and 
Institution Program, 2811 
Agriculture Drive, Madi-
son, WI 53708, or emailed to 
DATCP Farm to School and 
Institution Specialist April 
Yancer at (608) 224-5017 or 
april.yancer@wisconsin.gov.



AreA’s Best selection of silk flowers,
Bushes & BAskets

Get your orders in early for �ower arrangements.
FOR: MEMORIALS, WEDDINGS AND HOME DÉCOR.

We carry a large
selection of greeting cards, cra	s,
housewares, candy, spring sweaters
& �eece, and much more!

410 Market Street, Nekoosa,WI 54457 • See us at beaversvariety.com
(715) 886-4371 • You can call your orders in, or drop them o� to be done.

PATRIOTIC FLAGS,
BUNTINGS,

AMERICANA DECOR
& MORE!

37
16

24ONE OF THE LAST TRUE
DIME STORES IN WI

Hwy 54 E, 2210 Kingston Rd, WI Rapids
715-423-6100

Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 9-4 • Sun 11-3
www.angel�oraldesigns.com 37
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We Can Help You Make
Mother’s Day Special

Beautiful �oral arrangements, gourmet
chocolates, balloons, hanging baskets,
planters, gifts, décor, yard art, and more.

1259 Anchor Landing Drive
Wisconsin Rapids

Celebrate Mom on
Mother’s Day with a
special menu at Anchor
Bay Bar and Grill.

She deserves a Mimosa,
a special meal, and,
maybe, a sweet dessert
in her honor.

Make reservations today at
715-423-0010.
Menu served all day.

458863

45
66
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MOTHER’S DAY
Buffet 11:00am - 5:00pm

FEATURING:
Roast Turkey Breast, Baked Sugar Cured Ham,

Oven Baked Chicken, Swedish Meatballs, BBQ Pulled Pork,
French Fried Shrimp, Sage Dressing, Sweet Kernel Corn,

Mashed Red Potatoes, Loaf of Sky Club’s Yummy
Homemade Bread, Dessert, As Many Trips to the
Famous Sky Club Salad Bar with all the Fixings

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
We Honor All Major Credit Cards

715-341-4000
RESERVATIONS HIGHLYRECOMMENDED

CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE

Adults are
$34

Seniors 65+
$32

Kids 12 & under
$17

UNDER 5
FREE

1000 E. Riverview Expressway, Suite 150
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

Monday - Friday 9-6 • Saturday 9 -1
715-712-0870 45

85
20

Gift Shop & Boutique • Home Décor • Natural Products • Seasonal Items
Great Ideas for Mom!

More than Just a Pharmacy
Boutiqueand

7
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Aspirus o
ers free seminar on AFib, heart health
FOR THE CITY NEWS

Stevens Point, Wis. – 
Atrial fibrillation, com-
monly known as AFib, is a 
common but serious heart 
condition that significantly 
increases the risk of  stroke 
and heart failure if  left un-
treated. Symptoms such 
as fatigue, shortness of  
breath, and dizziness can 
impact your ability to stay 
active and diminish your 

quality of  life.
To help people better un-

derstand and manage this 
condition, Aspirus Heart 
Care is hosting a free semi-
nar on May 7. The event 
will cover the relationship 
between AFib, stroke and 
heart failure, as well as 
treatment options.

The seminar will take 
place at The Holiday Inn 

Conference Center in Ste-
vens Point from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. While the event is free, 
registration is requested.

Aspirus Heart Care spe-
cialists Dr. John Johnkoski, 
cardiothoracic surgeon, 
and Dr. Andrew Mykytsey, 
an electrophysiologist, will 
provide insights into man-
aging AFib. 

“Atrial fibrillation not 

only disrupts normal heart 
rhythm but also significant-
ly increases the risk of  life-
threatening complications 
like stroke and heart fail-
ure,” Johnkoski said. “For 
patients with AFib, the risk 
of  stroke is approximately 
five times higher than for 
those with normal heart 
rhythms.”

Topics include tradition-

al and minimally invasive 
approaches; catheter-based 
ablation techniques; and 
combined treatments that 
aim to reduce symptoms, 
prevent strokes and im-
prove quality of  life.

“AFib arises from ir-
regularities in the heart’s 
electrical signals, and time-
ly diagnosis is crucial,” 
Mykytsey said. “Without 

proper management, pro-
longed episodes can lead 
to permanent changes in 
heart tissue and electrical 
function, making treatment 
more challenging. Early 
intervention is key to pre-
serving heart health and 
preventing progression.”

To register, call (800) 847-
4707 or go to visit aspirus.
org/classes-events
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@MetroCreative

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

SUDOKU
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FOR THE CITY TIMES
Tom Raabe, long-time 

resident of  Wisconsin 
Rapids, celebrated his 
100th birthday on April 
17. Tom was born on 
Baker Street at the home 
of  his grandparents, the 
late Harry and Margaret 
Blackburn. His parents 
are the late Henry and 
Ruth Raabe.

Tom grew up in Stevens 
Point, attending Saint Ste-
vens Grade School and the 
newly completed P.J. Ja-
cobs High School. He en-
joyed playing on the foot-
ball and basketball teams, 
and cornet in the band. He 
graduated in 1943.

Shortly thereafter, Tom 
was drafted into the U.S. 
Army, serving in the 29th 
Division during WW II, 
where he was on the front 
lines in the invasion of  
Germany. He attained the 
rank of  PFC.

After the war, Tom at-
tended Northern Illinois 
School of  Optometry in 
Chicago, graduating in 
1948. He married Terry 
Drapes in 1954, and to-
gether they raised five 
children. Their family in-
cludes nine grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchil-
dren. Terry passed away 
in 2006.

Tom practiced optom-
etry in Wisconsin Rapids 
for 56 years, retiring in 

2007. His many former pa-
tients will recall his office 
on the second floor in the 
Wood Block Building, lo-
cated on the corner of  2nd 
Street and East Grand Av-
enue. Tom is a member of  
St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
and a long-time member 
of  the Knights of  Colum-
bus.

Back in March, Tom 
began practicing for the 
coming golf  season. His 
past achievements in-
clude a hole-in-one at the 
age of  66, a par at the age 
of  99 and an eagle in a 
bestball tournament that 
same year. He continues 
to reside at his home since 
1967.

South Wood County 
Humane Society 
Pet of the Week

Looking for a gentle soul to share your heart and 
home with? Meet Dexter, a quiet and tender-hearted pup 
who’s ready to find his forever home. 

Dexter may be a little shy when you first meet him, 
but give him a bit of  patience and love, and you’ll dis-
cover the most loyal companion you could ask for. 
Once he feels safe, Dexter blossoms into a cuddle bug 
who will shower you with a�ection and warmth. He’s 
calm, well-mannered, and happiest when he’s by your 
side - whether it’s curling up on the couch or enjoying 
a peaceful stroll. If  you’re looking for a best friend with 
a gentle spirit and a big heart, Dexter might just be the 
perfect match. Come meet this sweet boy and see if  he’s 
the missing piece of  your home!

Those interested in Dexter can fill out an adoption 
application online at https://www.swchs.com/adopt/
adoption-application/ 

South Wood County Humane Society can be reached 
at o�ce@swchs.com or 715-423-0505

Located at 3621 64th Street N. Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
54494

Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 11:00 am – 6:00 pm
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 11:00 am – 6:00 pm
Friday: 11:00 am – 6:00 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Honor Flight Mission #51: 
What took you so long?

Raabe celebrates 100th birthday

BY TINA L. SCOTT
FOR THE CITY TIMES

James (Jim) K. Campbell, 
Jr. of  Wausau is the Co-
Founder and Vice President 
of  Marketing for the Never 
Forgotten Honor Flight, 
Inc., and a retired Lt. Col. 
with the United States Ma-
rine Corps. These days, one 
of  the first things he asks 
veterans on these flights is, 
“What took you so long?”

Many who completed 
the Never Forgotten Honor 
Flight Mission #51 on April 
14, 2025, “have waited 15 
years to apply!”

“About 50% of  the quali-
fied veterans—those who 
served prior to May 7, 
1975—haven’t signed up 
or flown on their Honor 
Flight,” Campbell said.

He wants veterans who 
haven’t yet participated in 
this opportunity to know: 
“It’s your turn!” he said.

Campbell shared that 
he often hears the same 
responses time and again, 
when he asks the question. 
But those who do finally 
sign up for a Never For-
gotten Honor Flight often 
become a source of  encour-
agement for other veter-
ans to do the same. He said 
there are five common rea-
sons veterans give for not 
signing up.

Top 5 reasons 
veterans 

don’t sign up
1. “I don’t deserve it” 
Because “I wasn’t in com-

bat.” 
Only 1 in 11 military per-

sonnel were combatants—

yet every job mattered. “The 
1 didn’t fail or die because 
of  the 10 who supported 
them,” Campbell said. “It’s 
the 99% of  the population 
who didn’t wear the fabric 
of  our nation’s military who 
don’t deserve it.”

2. “I’ve been to D.C. be-
fore” 

“All who’ve been there 
and then flew on an Honor 
Flight say the same thing,” 
Campbell explained. “‘It’s 
like I was never there!’” 

Family vacations, re-
unions, duty assignments 
in D.C., or even going as a 
guardian don’t compare. 
“Most of  the existing me-
morials hadn’t even been 
built when you were there 
before,” he added. And sur-
prisingly, “Seeing the me-
morials doesn’t even make 
the top three list of  veter-
ans’ most liked experiences 
on an Honor Flight.”

3. Medical conditions 
“If  your doctor approves, 

we will take you,” Campbell 
said. Some veterans express 
concern, saying things like, 
“I don’t walk so good...” But 
Campbell reassures them: 
“We’ve taken veterans with 
no legs. They didn’t walk at 
all!”

4. Anger 
Many veterans—espe-

cially those who served in 
Korea and felt ignored, and 
those who served in Viet-
nam and felt blamed for the 
war—feel this way, Camp-
bell said. “BUT, all who felt 
this way got closure after 
going on an Honor Flight.”

5. “I don’t want to relive 
my experiences” 

“Your mind is like a photo 
album; you won’t ever for-
get what you experienced,” 
Campbell said. “But the 
Honor Flight experience 
helps keep your mind’s pho-
to album closed more than 
it’s open. Nightmares disap-
pear. There’s closure after 
five or more decades.”

Eligible veterans 
should apply now
“Never Forgotten Honor 

Flight recognizes you for 
your sacrifices and achieve-
ments by flying you to 
Washington, D.C., to see 
YOUR memorials at no 
cost,” the application site 
reads. The goal is to provide 
veterans with a safe, memo-
rable, and rewarding expe-
rience—with an emphasis 
on closure and healing.

“For what you and your 
comrades have given to us, 
please consider this a small 
token of  appreciation from 
all of  us at Never Forgot-
ten Honor Flight,” the site 
adds.

Currently, applications 
are being accepted for 
WWII, Korean War and 
Vietnam War veterans. Pri-
ority is given to:
n WWII veterans 
n Veterans with a termi-

nal illness 
n Followed by Korean War 

veterans, then Vietnam 
War veterans 

All veterans who served 
honorably are eligible for 
an Honor Flight if  they 
served on Active Duty, Ac-
tive Reserves, National 
Guard, or Inactive Ready 
Reserve (IRR)—in any 
branch of  service—before 
May 7, 1975.

All Never Forgotten 
Honor Flights depart from 
Central Wisconsin Airport 
(CWA) in Mosinee, Wis.

For more information, 
call 715-573-8519 or visit 
www.neverforgottenhonor-
flight.org.

Tom Raabe at his 100th birthday celebration held at the VA 
clinic in Wisconsin Rapids. The plaque contains a letter from 
the Secretary of the Veterans Administration.

Tom Raabe stands in front of his of�ce door at the close of his 
professional career in 2007 at the age of 82.

Tom Raabe always wears a 
paperboy hat, an ode to his 
youth as a member of the St. 
Stevens Paperboys of 1939.  
St. Stevens Grade School is 
in Stevens Point. 

Submitted photos



CLUES ACROSS
1. McCarthy acolyte Roy
5. Ancient Korean chiefdoms
10. Not soft
14. Jai __, sport
15. Philosophy
16. Do what you’re told
17. Gaffe
18. Widely known and
esteemed
19. Amusement park attraction
20. Popular comic strip Viking
22. Usually has a lid
23. American sportscaster
24. Lung �brosis
27. General’s assistant (abbr.)
30. Pouch
31. Upset
32. Partner to hem
35. Astronomy unit of
distance
37. Witch
38. Gradually disappear
39. Regions
40. Possesses
41. Body parts
42. A way to comprehend
43. Defraud
44. Sandwich type
45. Expression of
disappointment
46. Popular Dodge truck
model
47. The 17th letter of the
Greek alphabet
48. Soviet Socialist Republic
49. Songs to a beloved
52. Custom
55. Partner to cheese
56. West Indies trees
60. Member of a Semitic
people
61. Plant that originated
vegetatively
63. Squandered one’s money
64. Ethiopian river
65. Excessive �uid

accumulation in tissues
66. Acquire by one’s efforts
67. Irish goddess
68. Hungarian village
69. Cereal grasses

CLUES DOWN
1. Currency
2. Ceramic jar
3. Reagan’s Secretary of
State
4. God worshipped in Kanesh
5. One thousand cubic feet
(abbr.)
6. Semitic
7. About blood
8. Benign tumors
9. Move one’s head
10. Hours (Spanish)
11. Hebrew calendar month
12. Advise someone
13. Colors clothes
21. The sun does it
23. Concealed
25. City of Angels hoops
team (abbr.)
26. Droop

27. Away from one another
28. Challenges
29. A harsh scraping sound
32. Attaches to a wall
33. Capital of Ethiopia: __
Ababa
34. German river
36. Disappointed
37. Star Wars character Solo
38. Supervises �ying
40. Not mass-produced
41. Nonsense
43. Automobile
44. Hogshead (abbr.)
46. Soak in water
47. Flower cluster
49. Romanian city
50. A parent is often one
51. Fencing sword
52. Body part
53. Region
54. Farm building
57. Ali’s surname at birth
58. Waxy bird beak covering
59. Stiff bristles
61. VCR button
62. Small amount

©MetroCreative
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The Wealth InFormation Lady: Why do people build wealth?

Sometimes, you will 
hear someone say about 
another person, “They 
have money!” I have found 
that interesting as I have 
never worked with anyone 
who simply “has” money, 
whether it is $1 million, 
$10 million or any amount 
for that matter. 

Most everyone that I 
work with has earned 

their money, managed 
their capital and intently 
grew their wealth. Even 
my clients who have been 
inheritors of  assets know 
and appreciate the origins 
of  their prosperity and 
work with me because 
they understand the re-
sponsibility and often 
the complexity they have 
been given. 

So, if  wealth is not just 
had by happenstance, we 
can appreciate that it is 
built with intent. So then, 
why do people do it? Why 
put forth the effort, make 
the sacrifices not to spend 
and take on the added re-
sponsibility to grow and 
manage wealth?

 For a few people, it is 
simply for the fun things 
money can eventually 
buy.  Money may not be 
able to buy happiness but 
to a degree for all of  us, it 
buys fun. There is nothing 
wrong with that. But most 
often, it is for far more 
than the amusement that 
money can buy.

I have had profound 
conversations and have 

deep respect for so many 
people who have built 
their wealth. I have a fam-
ily of  clients who have in-
tently built wealth to “live 
well, be charitable and 
benefit children/family, 
particularly later in life 
without ruining anyone” 
with money. In fact, that 
is exactly what the top of  
each of  our appointments’ 
agendas state so that we 
may keep their purpose 
front and center. 

I have another set of  cli-
ents who have articulated 
that the most important 
thing for them is to have 
the means to help anyone 
in their family who may 
have a financial emer-
gency. They want to be 

that couple that solves the 
money part of  the prob-
lem.

I have had lengthy con-
versations with business 
owners who have built 
multiples of  tens of  mil-
lions of  dollars of  busi-
ness value simply because 
they strive to be the best 
in their field and believe 
in their mission. The 
money is a by-product. A 
reward. 

But money is not what 
has driven them. If  it 
were, they would have 
stopped long ago and en-
joyed their money rather 
than continue to work. 

I have had others who 
want to set an example for 
their children and grand-

children, to be good finan-
cial citizens and respon-
sible stewards of  money. 
Another built wealth be-
cause he saved his fam-
ily’s company from bank-
ruptcy, which rescued far 
more than the family’s 
finances.

I believe that the wealth 
that is built and kept is 
the wealth that was creat-
ed with a purpose. That is 
why people build wealth.

LouAnn Schulfer can be 
reached at (715) 343-9600 
or louann.schulfer@lpl.
com TheWealthInforma-
tionLady.com. Securities 
and advisory services of-
fered through LPL Finan-
cial, a registered invest-
ment adviser. 

BY LOUANN SCHULFER, AWMA®, AIF®
ACCREDITED WEALTH 
MANAGEMENT ADVISOR SM
ACCREDITED INVESTMENT 
FIDUCIARY®, PUBLISHED AUTHOR

The Wealth 
InFormation Lady

Drivers urged to use 
caution in work zones
FOR THE CITY TIMES

Construction season is 
approaching, which means 
crews will soon be out fix-
ing and building roads and 
bridges. Drivers have one 
of  the biggest roles in keep-
ing work zones safe for con-
struction crews.

The Wisconsin State 
Patrol’s April Law of  the 
Month encourages drivers 
to help create a safe space 
for crews who work on and 
alongside the road.

“Construction crews and 
county highway personnel 
often work within feet of  
tra�c,” said Superinten-
dent Tim Carnahan said. 
“These people need to be 
able to rely on drivers to do 
their part to ensure a safe 
work zone. The Wisconsin 
State Patrol is working to 
combat unsafe driving in 
work zones with the help 
of  troopers on the road 
and overhead with our Air 
Support Unit. Last year, we 
issued over 7,000 citations 
and warnings for tra�c law 
violations in work zones.”

Speeding, following too 
closely, and distracted driv-
ing cause most work-zone 
crashes. These crashes are 
preventable. According to 

preliminary data for Wis-
consin, there were 2,174 
work zone crashes in 2024, 
resulting in 10 fatalities and 
779 injuries. On average, 
that is one work zone crash 
every three hours.

Work zone safety tips
Driving safely and slowly 

through work zones will 
protect workers and motor-
ists. Wisconsin’s laws fur-
ther protect road workers, 
with penalties for tra�c 
violations doubling in work 
zones.

Do your part to keep 
work zones safe with these 
tips:

• Buckle up, phone down. 
Eliminate distractions. 
State law prohibits the use 
of  hand-held electronic de-
vices in work zones, except 
to report an emergency. 
Looking down for just 5 sec-
onds at 55 mph takes a driv-
er’s eyes o� the road for the 
length of  a football field.

• Plan ahead. Leave early 
or take an alternate route 
when construction is antic-
ipated. Know before you go 
with 511 Wisconsin. Down-
load the 511 Wisconsin app 
or call 5-1-1 for the latest 

travel information across 
the state.

• Expect the unexpected. 
Speed limits may be re-
duced, tra�c lanes may 
be shifted, and crews may 
be working on or near the 
road.

• Keep your distance. 
Rear-end collisions are 
common in work zones, so 
give yourself  extra space.

• Be patient. If  you don’t 
see workers, that doesn’t 
mean they’re not there. Al-
ways be watchful for work-
ers and vehicles through-
out the work zone.

• Move over or slow down 
for stopped emergency ve-
hicles with warning lights 
activated. The Move Over 
Law requires drivers to 
move out of  the lane closest 
to a maintenance worker 
or emergency responder. If  
you can’t move over, slow 
down.

• Use the zipper merge 
strategy when lanes are 
reduced; take alternating 
turns to merge.

View the April Law of  the 
Month video and news re-
lease online: wisconsindot.
gov/Pages/about-wisdot/
newsroom/law/lom.aspx.

Community news online.
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BRAND YOUR BUSINESS
TO WOOD COUNTY!

Building a successful business is a marathon, not a sprint.

Call 715-256-4446
to advertise today!



Free Electronics Recycling
Event: May 10, 2025 from
8:00am-12:00pm at the Town of
Saratoga, 1120 HWY 73 S. You
MUST register for a time slot on-
line at https://buytickets.at/tow
nofsaratoga1/1664105. You can
see a list of acceptable items at
https://dev.saratogawisconsin.
org/ 715-325-5204

JR's Estate Services
May 3 Sat. 9:00-4:00

May 4 Sun. 10:00-2:00
4640 Ridgeview Court,

Wisconsin Rapids 54494
This estate sale offers the opportu-
nity for high value shopping at
great prices. This home located
near The Ridges Golf Course in
Wisconsin Rapids is full of an in-
teresting variety of high quality
items. A small sampling of those
items includes: Jewelry: 1/2 carat
Diamond Necklace, other Fine
jewelry including gold/dia-
monds/silver, dozens of vintage
pins, Disney items, watches. Fur-
niture: 50" 4K UHD TV, pair of
Italian marble-topped Weiman side
tables, marble top vintage dresser,
large elegant entertainment cen-
ter, vintage pantry cabinet, crib
frame, Drexel buffet, gun case,
multiple china cabinets, glass bar
cart, metal serving cart, vintage
mahogany chair & drum table,
blanket chests, coat trees, lamps,
wicker chest, tile-top living room
table set, various upholstered side
chairs, Amana upright freezer, 2
fridge/freezer combos. Décor:
extra large wall mirrors, faux flow-
ers/arrangements, framed art,
many coastal themed items, holi-
day. Collectibles: vintage cur-
rency and coins including US, con-
federate and foreign, various GB
Packer items, stamps, Bossons
Chalkware heads, Bart Starr auto-
graphed football, sports cards &
figures, Fenton glass, white hob-
nail pieces, 1950's Wisc Rapids
Taxi items, vintage photos and
paper ephemera. Kitchen: exten-
sive array of stemware and other
glassware, vintage flatware sets,
51 pc Wallace Sterling Silver Flat-
ware/Servers Set in case, Le
Crueset Dutch Oven/Grill Pan NIB,
Tupperware, Osterizer Blender, Vi-
tamix 5200 Blender, canning jars-
various sizes, Oxo canisters, cake
stands, Cutco, Wilton, Instant Pot
Duo Plus, barware, other small ap-
pliances. Household: Ladies
footwear sizes 7-8, Ladies clothing
dressy and casual (sizes XS-L in-
cluding many petite), purses, Toby
Weston tapestry handbags, vin-
tage Mister Ernest beaded hand-
bag, many vintage hats, vintage
infant/toddler clothing, throw pil-
lows, antique & vintage hand-
stitched and tied quilts, Dresden
Plate hand-quilted king size quilt,
Noritake China, American Limoges
China w/22k gold trim, steamer,
Step2Bed mobility stool, JazzySe-
lect Elite ES motorized scooter,
SpanAmerica therapeutic mat-
tress. Garage/Outdoor: Ryobi
cordless blower, gardening tools,
flower pots, hand tools, hardware,
yard tools, metal lawn bench &
chairs, pet crates, Radio Flyer
wagon, Packer stadium seats, golf
club set, and so much more.
Special Notes: Numbers will be
handed out starting 30 minutes
prior to the sale on Saturday only.
Numbers determine order of entry
when sale opens. All items are
sold AS IS with no guarantees.
Card payments of $100 and up
incur 3% processing fee. Sales tax
will be applied to all purchases per
Wisconsin State Statute. For
updates and photos follow our
Facebook and Instagram pages
- JR's Estate Services.

BUYING HOMES: AS IS 4
CASH. Friendly, honest, solution
based. No Inspections or Fees.
Unwanted inheritance, divorce,
tired landlords, foreclosed. 715-
680-9099

Disabled Housing: Accepting
applications to be added to the
wait list! Call/Text Kate @715-
496-1245 or send email to
stevenspointregion@
impactseven.org

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIZED
HOUSING IN WOOD COUNTY!:
1 & 2 bedrooms with heat, water &
trash removal included. 24-hr
emergency maintenance, and on-
site caretaker. On-site laundry fa-
cility, community room, and out-
door patio area w/ grill. Extra stor-
age available. Pet friendly.
Call/Text Kate @715-496-1245 or
send email to stevenspointre-
gion@impactseven.org

FOR OLD DOOR KEYS, OLD
PADLOCKS & KEYS. CALL 715-
366-2574

Now Ac cept ing
Con sign ments 

For our Fa ther’s Day
Firearms Auc tion
Get your items in front

of eager bidders—
Just in time for Father's Day!

Consignment Deadline: May 18
Auction Dates: June 1 – June 15

Accepting: Handguns • Rifles
• Shotguns • Antique Firearms

• Ammo • and More!
This is the event firearm buyers

look forward to!
Make sure your items

are in the spotlight!
Call (715) 305-2475 for details

and consign today!
www.IggysAuction.com

STONEWARE WANTED Collec-
tor paying $1000 +/- for Red
Wing salt glazed or advertising
crocks, jugs, churns, & water cool-
ers. (612) 685-6762

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIZED
HOUSING IN WOOD COUNTY!:
Senior Housing, Wait List Avail-
able! 1 bedroom units w/ detached
garage and on-site laundry. 24-hr
Emergency Maintenance. Com-
munity room w/ attached 3 sea-
sons sunroom. Extra storage
available. Heat, water, trash re-
moval included. Resident con-
trolled entry. Pet friendly. Call/Text
Kate @715-496-1245 or send
email to stevenspointregion@
impactseven.org

WANTED TO
BUY: AN TIQUES,
ANY OLD STUFF,
TOOLS, FUR NI -
TURE - ES TATE
ITEMS, ETC. I'LL
DIG THROUGH
PILES. CALL JERE
715-366-2574

WI Rapids: 465 Case Ave.
Living & Dining Room, 1st Floor

Laundry. 4BR-3 up & 1 Downstairs
Storage: Basement & Crawl

Space. Stove, Refrigerator,
Dishwasher, C/A, Garbage
Disposal, 2 Car Garage

& Backyard Patio Included.
Rent $1400/mo., First Month and
Security Deposit $1400- 1 year

lease NO PETS, NO SMOKING,
Available June 15th.

Please Call: 715-422-1000

Australian Shepherd puppies.
Ready now! dew claws removed,
dewormed, well marked w/multiple
colors to choose from. $300-$500.
715-257-1999, No text.

Now Accepting
Consignments!
Turn Your Equipment

into Cash
ONLINE EQUIPMENT AUCTION

Consignment Deadline:
Wednesday, May 14th

Auction Starts: Last Week of May
Sell your: Tractors

• Farm Equipment • Trailers
• Recreational Vehicles

• Machinery • Lawn & Garden
• Heavy Equipment!

Call (715) 305-2475 for Details
and Consign Today!

www.IggysAuction.com

For Sale Mini Cockapoo pups very
cute good deposition all females
shots Vet Checked $800 call 715-
758-2433

For Sale Pomeranian Huskey 2
Males $259 1 Female $300 call
715-460-4550

For Sale: UTV 20217 Cub Cadet
Challenger 750cc, Low Miles, Low
Hours, excellent condition, hard
fully enclosed cab, camo, full in-
strument panel, portable heater.
715-574-5407

German shepherd puppies:
Purebred, Great temperament,
black/tans & white. Asking $500
Also German shepherd-mix pup-
pies, shepherd color/traits. Ask-
ing $100. All ready and need to
find a good home! Please call,
don't text. 715-445-1636

2020 Chevy Blazer: Excellent
shape, no dings. Great tires,
new radiator. AWD. 105,000
miles. $17,000. Located in
Marshfield, Call 715-498-4587.

It's the Annual
RUMMAGING

AROUND
STRATFORD 2025
Thurs., May 1st • 8am-6pm
Fri., May 2nd • 8am-6pm
Sat., May 3rd • 9am-3pm

98 SALES!!!
Maps & ad dress list at
Strat ford busi nesses

& www. stratfordwi. com
Start ing April 28th

Join us on Facebook at the real
“Rummaging Around Stratford

Official Group”

MINIATURE English Cream
Golden Retriever pups, 8 wks, 25-
38 lbs as adults. Vaccinated & de-
wormed, 1 yr guarantee. Delivery
avail. partway, $700. Call or text
715-889-5018.Electric Sensor Repair, Fence and

Corral Supplies, We Also Have
Contractor Referrals, Tuff Built, Di-
amond Bar, Ash Supplies LLC
715-352-3599 - 234260 CR- H
Edger WI 54426

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-844-406-2647 today!

Mini Golden Retriever pup. 1 male
2 females. $800 call 715-754-5699

Purebred German Shepard Pup-
pies Black and Tan Vaccinated,
Dewormed, Born 2/21/25. $450
Call 715-669-7306

I BUY CLASSIC CARS: Espe-
cially convertibles, any condition
any make/model. Same day cash
offers. Please call 414-514-6958WE BUY USED GUNS!

Bullseye Sports
1201 S. Central Ave.

Marshfield, WI
715-384-6580

Registered Yorkshire Terroir Pup-
pies! Shot's Vet Checked
$1100.00 Call 715-409-3321 No
Sunday Calls Lic. # 495932

Person to help run balloon game
on carnival. Housing provided or
commute on weekends possible.
Call Jim 920-290-1049

Toy Poodle Puppies. Shots Vet
Checked Dewormed Friendly. 2-
Females $750 1-Male $550Wisconsin Rapids: Friday, 5/2-

Saturday, 5/3, 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Home furnishings, wall decora-
tions, toys, playhouse, infant &
toddler boy clothes, ladies clothes,
electronics, high chair, stroller, car
seat, Pack-n-Play, youth bed, twin
bed, glider, TV stand, rocking
chair, bar stools, Rattan chairs,
overstuffed chair w/ottoman and
much more 3831 Heritage Ridge
Drive

Apartments for Rent
in Pittsville

lower 1 BR $325 &
lower 2 BR, $450.

715-384-3477

Have lawn mower, looking for
lawns to mow in WI Rapids.

Call the old guy!
Call or Text 920-210-0320

Disabled Housing: Accepting
applications to be added to the
wait list. Call/Text Kate @715-
496-1245 or send email to
stevenspointregion@
impactseven.org

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
Leaf Filter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE Leaf Filter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-920-3533Garage Sale

2621 Brahms Way - Wis. Rapids
Wednesday May 7th 8am to 6pm
Thursday May 8th 8am to 6pm

Friday May 9th 8am to 6pm
Saturday May 10th 8am to noon
Antique and Vintage collectibles,
tools, books, comic books, jewelry,
bottles, vintage wooden crates,
fishing items, canning supplies,
Tupperware, cast iron skillets and
much, much more.

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mater-
ial -steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer -up to
50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-877-845-6606

Jerry's Painting & Staining:
Any exterior painting/staining job.

Farms, Homes, Sheds, Roofs,
Grain Bins, Log Homes,

Cabins, Homes.
Free quotes. Call 877-881-4242

All taxidermy mounts, and all
antlers, old fishing tackle, duck

decoys, recurve bows, top cash.
Collector will pick up

920-434-9050
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Classifi eds

STAND 
OUT

from the 
crowd!

Advertise your 

business to 

thousands of

potential customers 

each week in the

715-256-4446

Buyers’ Guide

WISCONSIN RAPIDS
™City TimesCity Times

™

Call today to 
place your 

classi� ed ad! 
715-256-4446
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Fresh as the
Northwoods
Wake up to the fresh, bold �avor 
of 100% Arabica coffee, crafted 
with care and inspired by the 
beauty of the Northwoods. 

Visit Us Online to Order Today!

www.NicoletCoffee.com

FREE 
DELIVERY
 for Orders 
OVER $40

Hand-selected beans roasted 
to perfection, delivered fresh 
to your door.



Better begins by
embracing every step.
Better begins at Aspirus Orthopedic Care.

Our expert orthopedic surgeons and specialists will be at your side every step
of the way, helping you regain mobility to fully enjoy life’s every moment.

Request a consultation with
an Orthopedic Specialist today.

call 800.847.4707
visit aspirus.org/orthopedics

May 10
Wisconsin Walking Horse

Association Show
May 24

Dressage Schooling Show
May 31-June 1

Dairyland Driving Club
Clinic

HEARTLAND EQUESTRIAN CENTER
7510 Deer Rd,Custer Wisconsin 54423Rd,r  Dee7510 ,

HEAR D EQTLAN TERN CENUESTRIA

45
63

44Mark Long at 715-323-3666
Mark@heartlandec.com

FREE MANURE WE LOAD YOU HAUL

Quality Roofing &
Improvements LLC

• Windows • Siding • 3 Seasons Porches • Bathrooms
General Remodeling

Chris @ 715-435-4381
• Fully Insured • Many References Preferred Installer

Kitchen & Bath Remodels • General Remodeling • Drywall & Painting
ALSO Specializing in Roofing, Siding, Doors & Windows

Harry
21 Years of
Experience

Mike
10 Years of
Experience

Ethan
15 Years of
Experience

Chris (Owner)
30+ Years of
Experience

Jonah
10 Years of
Experience

Morgan
18 Years of
Experience

332882

������� � ������� � ������ � � ������� ����
�� � ���
���
�
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ing a gold-rush business in 
the midst of  the economic 
recession of  1907,” Eileen 
Bowser wrote in The Trans-
formation of  Cinema 1907-
1915.

“In downtown entertain-
ment districts, the nickel 
shows congregated in the 
same blocks with the herd 
instincts of  overdue city 
buses. The shows ran con-
tinuously from morning to 
evening.

“By 1908 or 1909, only the 
very smallest towns lacked 
a moving-picture theater of  
some sort.”

Small picture houses 
began popping up around 

the city of  Marshfield, 
which did little to secure 
the steady operation of  the 
Adler Opera House. Af-
ter four years of  declining 
management, Philip leased 
the hall to his now 21-year-
old son, J.P.

The activities within the 
film industry during prior 
years placed J.P. in a chal-
lenging position as he en-
tered the business. With 
fierce competition from the 
nearby Unique Theater, J.P. 
knew he would have to be 
innovative to succeed. 

Little did he know, it was 
just the beginning. 

To be continued

Showstopper: The nickelodeon
BY KRIS LEONHARDT
SENIOR EDITOR

Continued from previ-
ous week

Phillip’s son, J.P., was 
forced to quit his elementa-
ry education at the Catholic 
school and help out in the 
hall, as well as the family 
farm. By the age of  11, he 
was organizing a team of  
“bill boys” who promoted 
the numerous shows, after-
school and on weekends.

Though Philip Adler was 
looking to fill a niche with 
his businesses, he was often 
striving just to stay ahead. 
When Adler learned of  a 
group of  investors plan-
ning to build another opera 
house in the city, he added 
a stage and changed the 
venue’s name to the “Adler 
Opera House.”

The added stage in-
creased the Opera House’s 
draw. Coupled with Adler’s 

other business interests, 
the responsibilities of  the 
House became too much. 
Adler looked to outside 
management to ease his 
workload.

While Philip concentrat-
ed on his other concerns, 
the young J.P. acted as stage 
manager, while heading 
up the family’s bill posting 
business, Marshfield Poster 
Advertising.

During the following 
years, under hired man-
agement, many changes 
occurred within the film in-
dustry. Distributors formed 
exchanges who now rented 
out moving films to dedicat-
ed movie houses. Traveling 
projectionists set up store 
fronts with little e�ort and 
began to show films.

With the supply of  films 
ever increasing, film ex-
changes began charging 
more for new films. This 
set a standard for years to 

come and would bring on 
the advent of  the nickelode-
on five-cent movie.

“All across the country 
the little store shows known 
as nickelodeons were do-

The Adler bill boys,  led by J.P. Adler at center, in the late 1890s. 
North Wood County Historical Society/J.P. Adler family collection




