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Local group raises 
concerns after broker 
discusses Pine Crest 

sale in Portage 
County meeting

BY JALEN MAKI
TOMAHAWK LEADER 
EDITOR

A local group is raising 
concerns after a broker 
contracted to facilitate a 
sale of  a Lincoln County-
owned nursing home 
discussed details of  the 
potential sale during a 
public meeting in another 
county.

People for Lincoln 
County UA, a new 
u n i n c o r p o r a t e d 
association formed by 
county residents aiming to 
promote “responsible and 
responsive” governance, 
said it has been following 
the ongoing Pine Crest 
saga for the past two years, 
during which time a sale 
of  the Merrill facility has 
fallen through, and the 
process to sell the nursing 
home has been restarted.

In a Thursday, 
April 10, 2025, letter to 
Lincoln County Clerk 
Christopher J. Marlowe, 

Lincoln County Board of  
Supervisors Chair Jesse 
Boyd, and Lincoln County 
Corporation Counsel 
Karry Johnson, People 
for Lincoln County said 
that after conferring with 
legal counsel, it believes 
the Lincoln County Board 
has violated state open 
meetings statutes, as well 
as public records laws and 
ethical codes.

The organization 
pointed to several closed 
sessions conducted by 
the Lincoln County 
Administrative and 
Legislative (A&L) 
Committee that focused 
on the sale of  Pine Crest. 
Through “informal and 
formal avenues,” People 
for Lincoln County said it 
has unsuccessfully sought 
information about what 
was discussed during the 
closed sessions.

The group said it 
believes the public has 

MAPS Great Speaker Forum:  
Human connection matters

Beckman connects with Merrill-area high school and middle 
school students, delivers powerful message

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill High School Fieldhouse 
buzzed with energy Tuesday morning, 
April 22, 2025, as nationally-recognized 
youth speaker Joe Beckman delivered 
a powerful message about the 
importance of  human connection to 
students and community members at 
this year’s Great Speaker Forum.

Beckman captured the audience’s 
attention immediately with his 
straightforward approach, kicking 
things o� by challenging volunteers 
from the audience to a dance-o� and 
then getting the entire student body 
in the bleachers dancing. He also had 
everyone singing along to well-known 
John Denver and Journey hits along 
the way, keeping energy at a high level 
until the very last minute.

The power of human 
connection

Beckman said if  he could 
summarize his entire presentation 
in three words, it would be these: 
“Human Connection Matters.” 

The Minnesota-based speaker and 
co-founder of  Till360 didn’t shy away 

Senator Baldwin stops at businesses 
in downtown Merrill

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

U.S. Senator Tammy 
Baldwin was in Merrill on 
Wednesday, April 16, 2025, 
to meet with Mayor Steve 
Hass and Executive Director 
of  the Merrill Chamber of  
Commerce Clyde Nelson. 
One of  Wisconsin’s two 
U.S. Senators since 2013, 
Baldwin met with the 
community leaders at 
Auntie Ray’s Co�ee House 
where she also visited with 
owner Rachel Beyer and 
her mother before Baldwin 
and her entourage joined 
Mayor Hass and Nelson for 

a walk through Merrill’s 
downtown to Johnsons of  
Merrill. There Baldwin 
also visited with Johnsons’ 
owners Robbie and Trina 
Johnson. 

“As Mayor, it’s a 
tremendous honor to 
welcome a United States 
Senator to our city,” Mayor 
Hass said in response to 
her visit. “We were proud 
to host Senator Tammy 
Baldwin and give her a 
firsthand look at some of  
our incredible local small 
businesses. Having worked 
at a small business myself, 
I understand both the 
challenges they face and 

See MAPS page 2

See BALDWIN page 11

See PINE page 4

Mayor Steve Hass, Senator Tammy Baldwin, and Merrill 
Chamber Executive Director Clyde Nelson walk together visiting 
about progress in Merrill.                         Tina L. Scott photo.

Speaking from the heart 
is the best way to make 
that much-needed human 
connection.

Draco Fink photo.

Alum Cans
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Mon - Fri 7:30 AM - 3:45 PM
2900 Sherman Wausau, WI (715) 298-9330
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North Central Power Equipment
715-370-3002

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau • 1 mile N of Fleet Farm. Hwy K, then E on Emery to S on Dixie
Open M-F 8-4:30

North Central Power
Equipment LLC.
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1-DAY SALES EVENT
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The Foto News will be running congratulations pages with photos
of all the graduating seniors and bios on the top students.

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF

2025!

Be part of this keepsake edition!

Call Today
715-536-7121
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from addressing concerning 
trends he’s observed in his 
work with over one million 
students across 2,000 
schools worldwide. 

“I don’t wanna waste 
your time,” Beckman said. 
“I am not the ‘Cell phone 
is bad’ guy. I am not the 
‘We’re going to hell in a 
hand basket because of  
technology and life was 
better 30 years ago.’ None 
of  that stu�. I believe 
our lives are incredibly 
more e¡cient because of  
technology [and] in some 
ways more connected.”

“However, when you 
start to peel back the data, 
which is starting to come 
back in droves ... you start 
asking yourself, ‘Are these 
serving a greater purpose?’ 
We start seeing increases in 
nearly every single mental 
health condition: stress up, 
anxiety up, depression up, 
self-harm up, ideation up, 
all while human connection 
over the last 10 years has 
gone down,” Beckman said.

His presentation focused 
on three core themes that 
align with three chapters in 
his bestselling book: Love 
You, Push Through, and 
Just Look Up.

Love You: Embracing 
self-worth

“When it comes to this 
idea of  seeing the good in 
ourselves, when it comes 
to this idea of  seeing our 
lights, we are really, really 
good when we’re really, 
really young,” Beckman 
said. “But at some point, 
somewhere along the way, 
we start to shift our focus. 

Instead of  seeing all the 
things that we are, slowly 
but surely, we start seeing 
and feeling all the things 
that we are not. Somewhere 
along the line, we start 
comparing ourselves to 
other people, and instead 
of  focusing on everything 
we are, we start seeing all 
the things that are wrong 
or imperfect, or what we 
would say is ‘incorrect.’”

“In fact, they did a study 
around this to prove this. 
They polled thousands 
of  first grade students 
and they asked these first 
grade students, ‘How many 
of  you believe you have 
light that you can share in 
your heart?’ Every single 
hand went up in the air,” 
Beckman said. “They asked 
the same question to a 
group of  10th graders: ‘How 
many of  you believe you 
have light in your heart that 
you can share with others?’ 
A few sporadic hands up in 
the air.”

Somewhere along the 
line, between that time, the 
voice of  NE kicks in, he 
said. “What do you mean 
NE? — Not Enough.”

“It’s that voice in your 
head this morning, just 
like every morning, when 
you look in the mirror and 
you say, ‘I don’t look good 
enough,’” Beckman said. 
“Or you make an error 
on the field and you say, 
‘not athletic enough,’ ... 
‘not smart enough,’ ... ‘not 
popular enough’ ... these 
messages of  not enough 
that start into our brain, 
they filter out into our 
hearts.”

“And if  you don’t think 
that that has an impact on 
how you treat yourself  or 
how you treat others, guess 
again,” he said. 

“The not enough started 
for me pretty early—second 
grade, eight years old,” 
Beckman said. “I’m the 
youngest in my family, and 
I always grew up on the 
heavyset side of  things, and 
I always got made fun of  for 
it.”

He shared his personal 
story of  how that year he 
received a hurtful gift—a 
t-shirt with “Human 
Garbage Disposal” written 
on it—“and everybody 
starts laughing at me”—a 
moment that kicked o� his 
struggle with body image.

“That is the moment 
where I started focusing on 
all the things that I wasn’t
versus all the things that I 
was,” Beckman said. “That 
was the moment where 
I told myself  that, ‘Joe 
Beckman, your value has 
nothing to do with what 
you give and everything 
to do with other people’s 
opinions.’”

This mindset led to 
destructive behaviors, 
including making himself  

MAPS
from page 1

Joe Beckman’s animated expressions and lively demeanor 
keep attendees engaged. Draco Fink photo.

SHOP LOCAL FIRST,
IN PERSON OR ONLINE.

Support Local Businesses.
Keep your community STRONG!
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Rhys is a very bright
student. He alwa

ys has a smile

on his face. He
loves to play ou

tdoors and use
his

imagination. He
is a great speller

and loves to wri
te.

~ Pr. Paul Hohm
an
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Pet of the Week

445096

Visit all the adoptable pets at the
Lincoln County Humane Society,
310 N. Memorial Dr., in Merrill. Hours:
MON.-SAT. 12-4 PM & SUN. 12-2 PM.
Call the shelter at 715-536-3459, or visit
us at www.furrypets.com.

Meet Taco! This lazy girl is looking for a nice
calm home to call her own! Taco loves to
lay around in the sun and be lazy! Taco is
probably going to be best as an only cat in
the home since she can be a bit of a bully
sometimes. Taco is also going to be best
around kids that are a little bit older and
respectable to her.

Merrill Country Store
1400 Logan Ave.

Merrill • 715-536-2491

SPONSORED BY

45
88

45

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30-6:30 • SATURDAY 8:30-4:00

In-store ONLY. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Fish Sticks
Breaded - Frozen
5 lbs......................................only

$149
a lb

Chicken Tenders
Breaded, Fully Cooked
Frozen
5 lbs......................................only

$199
a lb

Franks
Bun Length - Frozen
28 oz.............................................only

$199

Turkey Ham
Fully Cooked - Frozen
4 lbs......................................only

$149
a lb

Bratwurst Original
Fully Cooked - Frozen
19 oz.............................................only

$199

Ham Boneless
Fully Cooked - Frozen
8 lbs......................................only

$149
a lb

Ham Diced
Fully Cooked - Frozen

8 oz................................................only 99¢

Bacon Bits
Fully Cooked - Frozen
3 lbs..............................................only

$899

Cool Whip
Reduced Fat, Frozen

8 oz................................................only 99¢

Cream Cheese
1/3 Less Fat
16 oz.............................................only

$159

Pepper Jack
Cheese
Cubes
5 lbs..............................................only

$899

Mozzarella Cheese
Shredded
5 lbs..............................................only

$899

Muenster Cheese
Shredded
5 lbs..............................................only

$899

American Cheese
Sliced
5 lbs......................................only

$129
a lb

Cheese Blend
Shredded
5 lbs..............................................only

$799

Chicken Breast
Rotisserie, Sliced
Frozen

7 oz................................................only 99¢

Chicken Breast
Buffalo, Sliced, Frozen

14 oz..............................................only 99¢

French Fries
Crinkle Cut, Frozen
28 oz.............................................only

$199

Potato Chips
Original

28 oz.............................................only
$499

Pop Tarts Frosted
Chocolate Fudge
13.5 oz..........................................only

$199

Saltine Crackers
Original

12 oz..............................................only 99¢

Peanut Butter
Creamy

12 oz..............................................only 99¢

Graham Crackers
Cinnamon

14.4 oz...........................................only 89¢

Onion Rings
Breaded, Frozen
32 oz.............................................only

$199

Ham
Bone In - Frozen

8 lbs.......................................only 89¢
a lb

Strawberries
Whole - Frozen
14 oz.............................................only

$199

Sausage Patties
Original, Fully Cooked
Frozen
30 oz.............................................only

$299

2 miles South of Curtiss on Hwy. E 715-223-4797

Fruit Punch
Concentrate - Frozen

12 oz..............................................only 99¢

Black Forest Ham
Sliced, Uncured, Frozen

10.5 oz..........................................only
$149

Yogurt Organic

Whole Milk

32 oz.............................................only
$129

Apple Juice
100% Juice

59 oz..............................................only 99¢

Butter Salted
Quarters

16 oz.............................................only
$299

Peanuts Unsalted

Dry Roasted

35 oz.............................................only
$349

We accept: SNAP/EBT Cards

453028

Another
Birthday

Without You

Dan
Bushar

5/7/66 – 1/9/09

Karen Bushar,
David & Jackie

Bushar,
Terry & Amy

Baumann and
All The Rest

45
95
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We Raise Sunken
Concrete

715-359-1900
FREE ESTIMATES

www.ableconcreteraising.com • acrwausau@yahoo.com

• Steps
• Sidewalks
• Basement Floors
• Garage Floors
• Driveways
• Patios

DON’T REPLACE IT - RAISE IT!
A Fraction Of The Cost Of Replacement
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45
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DELI SPECIALS
Colby Jack
Cheese
$389

lb.
Cajun Turkey
Breast
$699

lb.

PRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINESPINES

PRAIRIEPRAIRIEPRAIRIE
PINESPINESPINES

CHEESE SPECIALS
White Colby, White Cheddar
and Montery Jack
$329

lb.

$250
lb. for a 5 lb. block

$200
lb. for a 40 lb. block

To sign up for our specials
and deals, send an email to:
specials@prairiepines.net

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.

45
51

38

STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

SUMMER HOURS:WED. & SAT. 8AM-5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 6PM

Flowers and Veggie
Plants Have Arrived!

Fully Cooked Smoked,
Seasoned Pulled Pork
W/BBQ Sauce

Sale $1750
for 5 lb.

HSU Pro Potting Soil
$795

1 cu.ft. bag
$1395

2 cu.ft. bag

Garden Seeds, Seed
Potatoes, Onion Plants and
Onion Sets available

y

ck

Thank
You

For the cards,
letters and

support for me
going on the
Honor Flight.

LeRoy
Fischer

459632

Dear Reader,
Remember the song “Just Dropped In (to see what 

condition my condition was in)” 
by Kenny Rogers and the First 
Edition? In today’s world, rare 
indeed is the person who enjoys 
what we might call perfect 
health. It seems that nearly 
everyone is managing some 
condition, whether it’s asthma, 
high blood pressure, cholesterol 
issues, diabetes, heart disease or 
one of  countless other ailments. 
The human condition itself  appears fraught with 
conditions, ranging from the mild to the severe.

We try our best—eating well, exercising, following 
doctors’ orders—but even with all our e�orts, good health 
isn’t guaranteed. It can be elusive, slipping through our 
fingers no matter how tightly we try to hold on. And so, 
we adapt. We manage. We roll with the flow, accepting 
that our bodies, like our lives, are imperfect.

Perhaps it’s this imperfection that makes the human 
experience all the more poignant. Life is never entirely 
smooth, nor is health, but we endure and continue on, 
adjusting as we go. In a way, the conditions we face are 
just part of  the larger condition we all share: being 
human.

PATRICK J. WOOD
Publisher

Author of “Re�ections” a new book now available on Amazon. 

The Human Condition 
And Its Many Variations

PUBLISHER’S LETTER
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“Some of  you are looking for happiness and joy in the 

opinions of  other people, and it feels so good when you get 
it, but I gotta tell you, if  I could go back and give myself  
any advice so I could go back and do things over again, I 
would tell you that true joy, true happiness, has nothing to 
do about somebody else’s opinion,” Beckman said.

“It matters to all of  us when we see the light, but it’s 
incredibly hard to do that when every voice in our head for 
the last so many years has been telling us a di�erent story,” 
Beckman said. “Stop comparing yourself  to everybody 
else.”

“You might not ever look how she looks. You might not 
ever have what they have. You might not have their athletic 
skills or whatever it is that you want from them, but guess 
what?” he said. “They don’t have what you have.”

“And I don’t care who you are or where you come from. I 
don’t care what rank in the class you feel you are at. Every 
single one of  you brings something to the table, something 
to the school, some kind of  light that could somehow help 
somebody who’s going through a little bit of  dark.”

“So stop focusing and comparing yourself  and your life 
to everybody else’s. It’s pointless,” he said. “See the light in 
you. Focus there.”

“The second thing I would say is, ‘Change the script. Your 
brain.’”

One suggestion he o�ered was this: Get a post-it note, 
write down something positive your brain needs to hear 
daily [You Are Enough], place it where you’ll see it, and 
read it aloud every day.

“Think about the amount of  time we waste every day, 
focusing on all the things that we are not, instead of  pouring 
that energy into all the things that we are,” Beckman said.

Push Through: Finding resilience in difficult 
times

The second part of  his message addressed how to handle 
life’s inevitable di¡culties. After su�ering a sports injury 
that threatened to end his athletic career, Beckman learned 
valuable lessons about resilience.

“The question should not be, ‘How do we avoid pain and 
tragedy when life punches us in the mouth?’ The question 
is, ‘When it does, what do we do next?’” Beckman said. “And 
I believe we always have two options: We can live in the low 
or we can find a way to grow.”

He emphasized the importance of  allowing yourself  to 
process grief, especially for young men who are often told 
to suppress their emotions.

“Here’s where weirdo motivational figures screw it up,” 
he said. “They look at a group of  students or they look at a 
group of  adults and they say things like, ‘Chin up, buttercup. 
Life was better after the tragedy,’” Beckman said. 

“When life punches you in the mouth, I challenge you to 
live in the low, to cry it out, to grieve it out, to process it 
out,” he said. “Gentlemen, I hope you are listening to me 
right now, because we’re fed a di�erent narrative in our 
society, what it means to be a man—Stu� it down, push it 
down, don’t talk about it. I think that’s the worst advice 
anyone could ever give.”

“I think living in the low is a very important part of  the 
process, but here’s what I also think—that living in the low 
has an expiration date,” Beckman said. “If  you live in the 
low and define yourself  by the tragedy that you are going 

through right now, you are giving your soul, your heart, a 
chance to sour.”

“Limit the low,” he said. “But when you are ready. It’s 
di�erent for everybody.”

“Don’t get me wrong, I’m not trying to tell you when this 
is gonna happen,” Beckman said. “But when you get that 
tug on your heart that says, ‘Life is meant to be lived’ down 
here, I urge you to take step number two, which is find a 
way to grow.”

Just Look Up: Reconnecting in a digital world
The third part of  Beckman’s presentation focused on 

technology addiction and its impact on mental health, 
comparing today’s smart phone dependence to cigarette 
addiction in previous decades.

“Big tobacco” was simply replaced by “big tech,” 
Beckman said. “... There are people making millions of  
dollars, putting things in these phones—every ring, every 
ding, every notification you get has been strategically 
designed to make us look down. Why? Because it makes 
somebody else money.”

He shared alarming statistics about screen time and its 
correlation with mental health issues.

“The data is coming back—to tell us is that all of  this 
looking down and this lack of  looking up is having a 
significant impact on how we show up—a significant impact 
on our happiness and a significant impact on our purpose 
and our legacy,” Beckman said. “We are addicted.”

“The fact is 8.5 hours a day is the average amount of  
time a 10th grader is looking down at a screen. This is non-
academic time. That is addiction,” he said. 

“The average age of  depression used to be 30 years old 
in our society. Today ... all the isolation, all the looking 
down, all the lack of  human connection, I believe plays a 
significant role in how this age of  depression has dropped 

significantly. The average 
age today is less than 15 
years old.”

He shared a powerful story about Sam, a high school 
quarterback who had attempted suicide, to illustrate how 
everyone struggles, sometimes invisibly. Every day, 5,400 
youth between the ages of  12 and 18 attempt suicide, he said.

“Sometimes it’s really easy to know the kids who are 
struggling,” Beckman said, “but oftentimes we do a really 
good job of  putting on that mask and acting like everything’s 
okay.”

“What I think we forget—and I need everyone listening 
to me on this one, please: Every single person in this room 
has a story and every day we have to make someone’s story 
a little bit easier,” Beckman said. “We get really good at 
putting that mask on and acting like everything’s okay and 
we forget that we need each other.”

A call to action
Beckman concluded with a challenge that encapsulated 

his message.
“I do believe once we understand that there’s a lot of  

broken pieces around us and that we can’t exactly know 
who it is ... If  I challenged you to pick up one broken piece 
for one person every day, and you did that, and I did that, 
and community members did that, and teachers and sta� 
did that, that’s how we leave a legacy that is impossible to 
forget,” Beckman said. 

“You have a responsibility, I believe, to see where you can 
use your kindness, your compassion, your wisdom, to pick 
up someone else’s piece,” he said. “And it’s one piece for 
one person every day. How do we do that? We look down 
less, we look up more, and we will see where our kindness 
and compassion can be used.”

His final challenge to the audience was simple but 
profound: “Look down less, look up more ... that legacy can 
take you from there.”

The Great Speaker Forum, a tradition since 1978, was 
funded through donations from local businesses and 
community members. This year’s speaker was selected by 
a committee that included students who have served since 
sixth grade.

Beckman lives in Minnesota with his wife, Jess, and 
their four children. His best-selling books include “Just 
Look Up” and “Just Look Back,” and his work with Till360 
focuses on building meaningful connections and positive 
school culture.

Busting some dance moves was a great way to kick off his 
presentation before hitting the high points of his message to 
“Just look up!” Draco Fink photo.

This is a FREE half day program.

452497

Would you like to enroll them in the
MAPS Pre-Kindergarten program?

Do you have a Child who will be Four Years Old
on or before September 1, 2025?

To enroll go to the MAPS website enrollment page.
For more information or help enrolling, please call

Pine River School for Young Learners at 715-536-2392.

Merrill Area Public Schools Head Start
MAPS Head Start has openings for the 2025-2026 school year.

This program is for children of low income families who will be
three or four on or before September 1, 2025. In addition, if your
child turns three during the school year, your child can be enrolled
after their third birthday.

452496

To enroll go to the MAPS website enrollment page.
For more information or for help enrolling,

please call Pine River School for
Young Learners at 715-536-2392.

Landscaping by:
Quality Lawn

Residential & Commercial
• We specialize in lawn installation
and renovation!

We also do:
• Brick pavers
• Retaining walls
• Drain tile
• Small excavation & dozing
• Brush clearing
We are owner-operators with high attention

to detail & quality since 2001

715-849-9665 376153

Of�ce Hours:
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Children: Dan, Bill, Tom, Cheryl, Carol
Sisters: Bonnie Radtke & Phyllis Buch 460090

Dear family, relatives & friends
You are all welcome to help celebrate our mother’s

100th Birthday at Bell Tower “Assisi Hall”
1500 O’Day St, Merrill WI.

May 11, 2025, 1:00pm to 4:00pm

Wishing a very
Happy 100th Birthday to
DOROTHY NASS
MUELLER JAEGER

More photos online
merrillfotonews.com
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been “deliberately kept in 
the dark” on these topics 
by the A&L Committee.

“Everyone allowed to 
attend the closed sessions 
has done so knowing that 
they are not to discuss 
what is said,” the letter 
stated. “After all the 
secrecy surrounding 
the sale of  Pine Crest, 
however, it appears that 
the A&L Committee is 
not requiring everyone to 
honor this secrecy.”

The letter referenced a 
March 27 meeting of  the 
Ad Hoc Committee of  the 
Portage County Board. 
During the meeting, Ray 
Giannini of  the firm 
Marcus & Millichap, 
which coordinated last 
year’s failed Pine Crest 
sale and is again working 
with Lincoln County, 
discussed details of  the 
ongoing Pine Crest sale—
details People for Lincoln 
County said it has been 
seeking.

A video recording of  the 
meeting is available on the 
Portage County website. 
People for Lincoln County 
shared the recording with 
the Tomahawk Leader, 
the Merrill Foto News, 
and Lincoln County 
o¡cials.

Giannini attended 
the meeting to o�er the 
services of  Marcus & 
Millichap as a potential 
broker to help Portage 
County sell its county-
owned Health Care Center. 
In answering questions 
from the committee, 
Giannini referenced 
Lincoln County’s potential 
sale of  its facility several 
times.

Giannini told the 
committee that Lincoln 
County had been initially 
approached by five 
interested parties. Lincoln 
County Board members 
toured facilities operated 
by three potential buyers, 
and, as of  late March, 
Lincoln County was 
“seriously deliberating 
between two of  the 
buyers,” according to 
Giannini.

Giannini said the o�ers 
proposed to Lincoln 
County fell between $9 
million and $11 million, 
and the fee he would 
charge for a Pine Crest 
transaction would be 3% 
of  the sale price.

He also told the Portage 
County committee that 
a decision regarding 
the Lincoln County 
facility would be made 
on Wednesday, April 
2. On that date, the 
A&L Committee voted 
to authorize Lincoln 
County Administrative 
Coordinator Renee 
Krueger to “sign a letter of  
intent with the perspective 
(sic) purchaser identified 
as the most favorable,” 
according to meeting 
minutes.

People for Lincoln 
County voiced its concerns 
about Lincoln County 
Board members’ visits to 
potential buyers’ facilities.

“Given the 
intransigence of  the 
board to provide relevant 
information, we naturally, 
although regrettably, 
must wonder if  these field 
trips have further violated 
the above-referenced 
statutes,” the group stated 

in the letter.
The group said the 

video of  the Portage 
County meeting “clearly 
demonstrates the A&L 
Committee has broken 
faith with the community, 
and we demand that their 
authority to handle these 
negotiations be taken from 
them and given to a more 
trustworthy committee.”

The letter said the 
public discussion of  Pine 
Crest-related matters 
in another county 
“demonstrates that the 
law allowing legislative 
bodies to convene closed 
sessions no longer applies 
to this situation, if  it ever 
did.”

“We also believe 
that, in light of  the 
public disclosure 
of  this information, 
all communications 
considered by the A&L 
Committee in closed 
session, and all minutes 
from those closed sessions 
are now public records 
and subject to disclosure,” 
the letter stated.

The letter said it would 
allow two weeks for a 
public response from the 
County, after which the 
group would “explore 
other remedies.”

People for Lincoln 
County members 

speak out
In a release from People 

for Lincoln County, two 
members of  the group 
spoke out about the 
ongoing Pine Crest saga.

Renea Frederick said the 
organization’s requests for 
the Lincoln County Board 
to provide “the most basic 
information about the sale 
of  Pine Crest” have gone 
unanswered “time and 
time again.”

“It’s a slap in the face 
to learn that the realtor, 
who’s out there peddling 
our nursing home, is 
sharing information 
two counties away—
information that our 
supervisors won’t even 
share with the people who 
have paid taxes to support 
Pine Crest for decades,” 
Frederick said. “That’s 
not right.”

Eileen Guthrie said 
the group’s “immediate 
concerns are with the 
open meetings violations, 
but also the impact these 
violations may have had 
on the proposed sale 
of  Pine Crest Nursing 
Home.”

“If  rules cannot be 
adhered to for the process, 
how can we trust this 
board to properly handle 
and negotiate the sale of  
a five-star skilled nursing 
home facility? We believe 
that Lincoln County needs 
to pause, if  not stop, the 
sale of  Pine Crest until 
a complete review of  the 
process is done,” Guthrie 
said.

Lincoln County 
officials respond
The Tomahawk Leader

reached out to Marlowe, 
Boyd, Johnson, and 
Giannini for comment.

Marlowe said he has 
been contacted by People 
for Lincoln County 
requesting information 
related to the ongoing Pine 
Crest sale process.

The specific documents 
the organization is 
seeking, Marlowe 
explained, contain 

Correction:  In our 
April 10, 2025, edition, in 
the “Area veterans to take 
Never Forgotten Honor 
Flight,” Howard Peck of  
Merrill was incorrectly 
identified as a Marine 
veteran. He did, in fact, 
serve in the US Army. 
So sorry for this error, 
Howard! 

NOTICE
Springbrook
Cemetery
Association

Annual Meeting
May 2, 2025

7 PM
Pine River Town Hall
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From Selection to Design to setting,
All of our Work is Proudly done In - House

20 N. 2nd St., Tomahawk, WI • 715-453-6523
Visit us at: www.tomahawkmonument.com

Email us at: contactus@tomahawkmonument.com

Specialists in Pre-Needs Planning

Your Family’s
Personal Memorialist

28
61

Merrill
Monument
N2182 CTH K

Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6654
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Tariffs HAVE NOT
Affected Our Prices
The Price OnAll

In Stock Monuments
Have Not Changed.

• Custom Etching
• Pre-Need Monuments

• Final Dates & Inscriptions
• Custom Cemetery Work

EMAIL US: merrillmonument@gmail.com
STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-Noon & 1pm-4pm

Planning
ahead creates
peace-of-mind

Call today for your
free consultation.

301 Eagle Drive • 903 E. Third Street

(715) 536-4646
www.taylorstinewaid.com
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Phyllis Jane Reinhardt
Phyl lis Jane Rein hardt, age

92, passed away on Wednes ‐
day, April 23, 2025, at Pine
Crest Nurs ing Home in
Mer rill, while under the care of
As pirus Com fort Care &
Hos pice Ser vices.

Phyl lis was born Au gust 4,
1932, daugh ter of Al fred and
Laura (Smith) John son. She
mar ried Ted Rein hardt Jr. on
April 14, 1951, at St. Stephens
United Church of Christ in
Mer rill. They were blessed
with 33 years of mar riage until
his pass ing in July of 1984.

Phyl lis and Ted en joyed polka danc ing and play ing
sheepshead with many friends and neigh bors. They ran the
Lake View Ball room for one year be fore mov ing to Ted’s
fam i lies dairy farm which they ran to gether until his pass ing.
Phyl lis en joyed mak ing meals and spend ing time with fam ily
and friends that helped on the farm. Phyl lis then worked at
Seeger’s Dairy and Fox Point for many years until her re tire ‐
ment. Phyl lis was in volved in teach ing Sun day school and
was in volved with the Dor cas So ci ety at St. Stephens. She
was also a 4-H leader and Vice Pres i dent of the Cop per Dell
Home mak ers Club where she also sang in the choir. Phyl lis
was very proud to be the first woman elected to the Lin coln
County Zon ing Board as well as the Lin coln County Fair
Board. She also felt very proud to have met and shook hands
with John F. Kennedy. Phyl lis also en joyed work ing at the
Town of Scott polls for var i ous elec tions over 40 years.
Phyl lis loved spend ing time with fam ily. Her grand chil dren

were the light of her life. Her fa vorite pas time was watch ing
her grand chil dren and great-grand chil dren grow up and par ‐
tic i pate in ac tiv i ties over the years. She never missed an op ‐
por tu nity to sup port her fam ily.
Sur vivors in clude her daugh ters, Cheri Rein hardt, Nancy

Rein hardt-Po rath (Jeff), and Jill Rein hardt all of Mer rill;
grand chil dren, Jen nifer Po rath, Ted Po rath (Jackie), and
Janessa Weis man (Ryan); great-grand chil dren, Owen,
Brant ley, and Vera; sib lings, Janet Beyer and David (Roxie)
John son both of Mer rill; and many nieces and nephews.
Phyl lis was pre ceded in death by her par ents; hus band, Ted;
son, Mike; and sib lings, Mark and John.
The memo r ial ser vice for Phyl lis will be held at 11:00 A.M.,
Sat ur day, May 3, 2025, at St. Stephens United Church of
Christ, Mer rill. Rev. Mike South combe will offi ci ate. The
fam ily will re ceive friends be gin ning at 9:00 A.M. Sat ur day
at the church.
Tay lor-Stine-Waid Fu neral & Cre ma tion, Mer rill, is as sist ‐

ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do lences are
en cour aged and may be made at www. tay lors tine waid. com

Meredith Oehlkers
 June 9, 1938 – April 19, 2025
MONONA - It is with deep

sad ness that we an nounce the
pass ing of Mered ith Oehlk ers
on April 19, 2025, at Agrace
Hos pice Care. Mered ith was
born on June 9, 1938, in
Mer rill, Wis., where she spent
her child hood. She mar ried the
love of her life, Robert
Oehlk ers on June 23, 1963, in
Mer ril. Mered ith and Robert
spent time liv ing in New
Jer sey where Robert lived his
child hood. They moved to
Monona, Wis., in 1966, where

they spent much time build ing a home where fam ily could
visit and enjoy.
Meredith was a Psy chi atric Nurse at Madi son Gen eral and

Meriter Hos pi tal and en joyed paint ing na ture, at tend ing her
church, Lake Edge Lutheran, going to paint ing re treats, play ‐
ing with her grand chil dren and great-grand chil dren, trav el ing
and gar den ing. Mered ith made an im pact on so many peo ‐
ple’s lives. She will be missed by all who knew her.
Meredith is sur vived by her brother, Peter Engel; daugh ter,

Jacque lyn Shel ton; and son, Den nis (Bobbi) Oehlk ers. She
will be greatly missed by her grand chil dren, Cassie Mat tie
and Daniel Mat tie (Jacci) and Rachel Marie (Den nis); as
well as her great-grand chil dren, Jay din, Jordin, Alanna,
Mikah, (Cassie) Tay lor, Car son and Is abel (Rachel); and
broth ers-in-law, Bill (Lois) Oehlk ers and Ken Oehlk ers. She
was pre ceded in death by her par ents, Harold and Hilde gard
(Asmus) Engel; and hus band, Robert Oehlk ers.
A fu neral service will be held at LAKE EDGE LUTHERAN
CHURCH, 4032 Monona Drive, Madi son, at 11 a.m. on
Sat ur day, May 3, 2025, with Pas tor Justin Dit trich pre sid ing.
A lun cheon will fol low at the church. A vis i ta tion will be
held at the church from 10 a.m. until the time of the ser vice
on Sat ur day.
Memo ri als may be made to Lake Edge Lutheran Church or

Agrace Hos pice Care. On line con do lences may be made at
www. gundersonfh. com.

Jean M. Anderson
Jean M. An der son, age 74, of

Mer rill, passed away on Fri ‐
day, April 25, 2025, at the
As pirus Hos pice House in
Wausau, while sur rounded by
her lov ing fam ily and under
the care of As pirus Com fort
Care & Hos pice Ser vices. She
was born to the late Ed ward
and Eleanore (Witte) Wilde on
Feb ru ary 27, 1951 in Port
Wash ing ton, WI. Jean at tended
and grad u ated from Port
Wash ing ton High School. She 
met and mar ried her best
friend and soul mate, Steven

An der son, on Oc to ber 22, 2005 in Mer rill, WI. He sur vives.
Jean and her fam ily moved from Port Wash ing ton to Mer rill

in 1982. She en joyed being a stay-at-home mom and a
home maker. Jean had also worked at Semco Win dows for
some time. Fam ily was first and fore most in her life, she
looked for ward to plan ning for all of the hol i days. Jean en ‐
joyed going into her “fun boxes” and dec o rat ing for all of the
hol i days when fam ily and friends would come over; she
made a house a home. She was a plan ner, al ways on time
and very orga nized. Jean loved flow ers, and would care fully
man i cure her flower gar dens at home. She also would watch
the birds and deer in the yard and liked to see the hum ming ‐
birds come back year after year. When she wasn’t out side
en joy ing the weather, she would make sure to catch every
Brew ers and Pack ers games she could. Jean also liked to
start and end her day with work ing in her puz zle books. She
had many col lec tions of figurines. Jean was a giv ing and car ‐
ing woman that had quite the spirit! She would ex claim, “I
have my spark back”! She will be sadly missed, but her
mem ory will live on.
Jean is sur vived by her hus band: Steve An der son, daugh ters:

Kris tine (Scott) Weiss and Cheryl (Mark) Radtke, all of
Mer rill, her twin sis ter: Jane (Jim) Kult gen of Port
Wash ing ton, WI, broth ers: Den nis (Mar cella) Wilde of
Saukville, WI and Gary (Jacque lyn) Wilde of West Bend,
WI, nephews: Eric (Melissa) Kult gen, Alan (Kelsey) Kult gen
and Kevin Wilde, nieces: Tammy (Jim) Thomas, Wendy
(Paul) Greif and Kate (Ryan) Williams, as well as many
great nieces and nephews. She was pre ceded in death by her
par ents.
A fu neral liturgy will be held on Sat ur day, May 3, 2025, at

12:00 p.m. at Tay lor-Stine-Waid Fu neral Home (301 Eagle
Drive). Dea con Jim Arndt will offi ci ate. Vis i ta tion will be
held on Sat ur day, May 3, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. until the
time of the liturgy, also at the fu neral home. Bur ial at Mer rill
Memo r ial Park Ceme tery will im me di ately fol low the
liturgy.
In lieu of flow ers, do na tions in Jean’s name may be di rected

to the As pirus Hos pice House, to help other fam i lies dur ing a
diffi cult time.
The fam ily wishes to ex press a sin cere ap pre ci a tion to the

nurses and doc tors at the As pirus Wausau Hos pi tal and the
As pirus Hos pice House, es pe cially nurse Kelsey in the ICU
and nurse Sam in pal lia tive care. The staff were very pro fes ‐
sional and car ing, as well as ac com mo dat ing and kind.
Taylor-Stine-Waid Fu neral & Cre ma tion Ser vice of Mer rill

is as sist ing the fam ily with arrange ments. On line con do ‐
lences are en cour aged and may be made at www. tay lors tine 
waid. com.

|OBITUARIES|



Thursday, May 1, 2025 MERRILL FOTO NEWS Page 5 5“detailed fi nancial information that could give an 
advantage to competitors or bidders of  the sale,” which is 
why they are not “deemed public.”

The Lincoln County Clerk’s O¡  ce does not have the 
requested documents, according to Marlowe.

“I fully understand (People for Lincoln County’s) 
frustration, and am frustrated myself,” Marlowe said. “I 
would also like to be privy to this information.”

Marlowe explained that because he is not a voting 
member of  the Lincoln County Board and does not act as 
the Board’s parliamentarian, he is not invited into closed 
sessions.

“Minutes are not taken during closed sessions, nor 
are there ever any actions taken during closed sessions,” 
Marlowe said. “If, during a closed session, it is deemed 
that action must be taken, the action will take place 
immediately upon reconvening the regular meeting.”

Marlowe said the visits by Lincoln County Board 
members to facilities owned by potential buyers were 
not formal visits ordered by the Board. No quorums of  
county committees were present, and no per diems were 
requested, according to Marlowe.

“Our supervisors are not taking this lightly, and, in 
many ways, (are) going above and beyond their normal 
scope of  duty,” he said.

In reference to Pine Crest sale information being 
revealed in Portage County last month, Marlowe said 
what Giannini “does in meetings outside (Lincoln 
County’s) borders should be taken up with him.”

“Mr. Giannini is the industry leader in Wisconsin in 
regards to the sale of  public nursing homes,” Marlowe 
said. “We have the utmost confi dence in his proven 
abilities.”

Marlowe said People for Lincoln County has deemed 
him as “opposition” and is accusing him of  withholding 
information, which, he said, is “very unpleasant, to say 
the least.”

“These are people in my community who have been 
mentors, neighbors, and/or friends of  mine; people 
I highly respect, regardless of  the current climate,” 
Marlowe said.

Marlowe said he takes People for Lincoln County’s 
assertion that the County is deliberately keeping the 
public in the dark regarding Pine Crest “very personally,” 
adding that he has “a lot to lose” from the claim.

“(Lincoln County is), indeed, ultra transparent,” 
Marlowe said. “Our meetings are properly noticed. Our 
packet information, minutes, and video recordings are 
readily available and all on the County website.”

Not all Wisconsin counties record meetings or o� er 

virtual attendance options like Lincoln County does, 
Marlowe noted.

Regarding a potential sale of  Pine Crest, Marlowe said 
the winning bidder “may not necessarily be the highest 
bidder, but we do want to get as much value out of  the sale 
that we can from the bidder we are most confi dent in.”

“That bidder will have a proven track record of  success 
in the skilled nursing home industry, and will be sincere 
in their intent to provide this much-needed service to our 
community for many, many years to come,” Marlowe said.

Marlowe said he has “nothing to gain” by debating 
whether or not Lincoln County should maintain 
ownership of  Pine Crest regardless of  cost to taxpayers, 
but noted that he “fi rmly (believes) we do have to help our 
most vulnerable citizens, which defi nitely includes our 
elders.”

“Does that mean (Lincoln County has) to own, 
maintain, and operate a skilled nursing home? There 
is a large majority of  Wisconsin counties that do not 
own and operate such homes, most of  which have an 
increasing population, are showing a higher rate of  net 
new construction, and have a larger tax base,” Marlowe 
said. “These are all things that help governments fund 
the services they provide. There is not a nice way to put 
this, but we are struggling to make ends meet due to these 
factors. We are not currently keeping up with our road 
and building maintenance. We have a mental health crisis 
that needs more attention. And, among other things, we 
would like to o� er a competitive wage so we can retain our 
employees. It is expensive and time-consuming to train 
employees, only to lose them to neighboring counties or 
to private industry.”

Boyd told the Tomahawk Leader that the Board 
believes there have been no open meeting statute 
violations, and negotiations regarding Pine Crest will 
continue.

Johnson and Giannini did not respond to their 
respective requests for comment as of  press time on 
Tuesday, April 29.

Upcoming meetings
The next meeting of  the A&L Committee is scheduled 

for Wednesday, May 7, at 4:30 p.m. The meeting will be 
held at the Lincoln County Service Center in Merrill. A 
virtual attendance option is expected to be available. The 
meeting’s agenda had not been released as of  Monday, 
April 28.

The Lincoln County Board of  Supervisors is slated to 
meet at the Lincoln County Service Center on Tuesday, 
May 20, at 6 p.m.

Public invited to 
participate in Regional 

Planning Survey
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The North Central 
Wisconsin Regional 
Planning Commission is 
seeking public input on 
its draft 2025 Regional 
Comprehensive Plan 
through an online survey 
open until May 15, 2025.

The new plan updates 
the 2015 Livability Plan 
with current data and 
a more streamlined 
format while maintaining 
many of  the previous 
recommendations. This 
advisory document 
supports local and county 

governments in developing 
their own comprehensive 
plans without overriding 
them.

Residents and 
organization members 
from the 10-county North 
Central Wisconsin Region 
(Adams, Forest, Juneau, 
Langlade, Lincoln, 
Marathon, Oneida, Portage, 
Vilas, and Wood) are 
encouraged to complete the 
survey at surveymonkey.
com/r/D76QB2F. Survey 
responses will help shape 
the fi nal plan, expected to 
be adopted by late 2025.

DATE SIGNED: April 15, 2025
Electronically singed by Thomas S.
Barker, Clerk of Court

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY

Amended
Summons and Complaint Small

Claims-Replevin
Case No: 2025SC000116

Small Claims, Replevin 31003
PARK CITY CREDIT UNION vs. DEREK

D VANDERLEEST
Plaintiff:
PARK CITY CREDIT UNION
501 S PINE RIDE AVE
Merrill, WI 54452
Defendant:
DEREK D VANDERLEEST
110 S STATE ST., APT 8
Merrill, WI 54452
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to the
said defendant(s):
The plaintiff(s) named above has
commenced an action to recover
possession of the following property:
SEET THE ATTACHED DOCUMENTS
If you require reasonable accommodat-
ions due to a disability to participate in
the court process, please call at least 10
working days prior to the scheduled
court date. Please note that the court
does not provide transportation.

SUMMONS
This claim arises under a consumer
credit transaction under which you are
alleged to be in default, as described in
the attached complaint.
IF YOU ARE NOT IN DEFAULT OR
HAVE AN OBJECTION TO THE
PLAINTIFF’S TAKING THE PROPERTY
LISTED ABOVE, YOU MAY ARRANGE
FOR A HEARING ON THESE ISUES
BY APPEARING AT THE TIME AND
PLACE STATED IN THIS SUMMONS.
IF YOU DO NOT APPEAR AT THAT
TIME, JUDGEMENT WILL BE
RENDERED AGAINST YOU FOR
DELIVERY OF THE PROPERTY TO
THE PLAINTIFF.
When to appear/File an answer
Date: 05-15-2025        Time: 10:00 am
Place to Appear/File an Answer
Lincoln County Courthouse
1110 E. Main Street, Suite 205
Merrill, WI 54452
Circuit Court Judge/Circuit Court
Commissioner
Galen Bayne-Allison
Published 4/24/25 & 5/1/25      WNAXLP

DATE SIGNED: April 7, 2025
Electronically signed by Becky S. Byer
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

GARY ALLEN SHOLUND
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2025-IN-27

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
11/26/1935 and date of death 11/7/2024,
was domiciled in Lincoln County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of
504 E. Riverside Avenue, Merrill, WI
54452.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is July 18, 2025.
5. A claim may be filed at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, Merrill, Wisconsin,
Room Probate.
Atty. Craig J. Nienow
N5041 County Road JJ, Irma, WI 54442
715-536-7185           Bar No: 01015178
Published 4/17/25, 4/24/25 & 5/1/25

WNAXLP

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT, LINCOLN COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

Ryan P. Burns
Please Take Notice:

1. Non-probate of Filed Will Affidavit
2. The decedent, with date of birth
July 02, 1961 and date of death
March 11, 2025 was domiciled in
Lincoln County, State of Wisconsin,
with a mailing address of W10236
County Road M, Merrill, WI 54452

The name or address of the following
interested person is not known or
reasonably ascertainable:
Scott Burns
Prepared by:
Ruffi Law Offices, S.C.
627 Jackson Street
Wausau, WI 54403
(715) 843-0800
Bar Number: 1024317
Published 4/24/25, 5/1/25 & 5/8/25

WNAXLP
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TOWN OF PINE RIVER RESIDENTS
Clean Sweep Day: May 10, 2025 9:00 AM to Noon

Drop o� items that are no longer useful at the
Town of Pine River Hall/Shop. Examples of
items accepted with no charge: stoves, lawn
mowers, items with metal, and batteries. Note:
refrigerators, freezers, tires, TVs, monitors, etc.,
will have fees. To view complete listing, visit
www.townofpineriver.com; see postings at the
TownHall, PineRiver FireDept., or Bill’s Bar. Contact
the Town Shop with questions 715-536-3694.
Please Recycle. Amanda Herdt, Clerk
Published May 1, 2025 WNAXLP
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TOWN OF MERRILL
MERRILL, WISCONSIN
TOWN OF MERRILL

BID NOTICE
The Town of Merrill is seeking bids for the mowing
and trimming of the Town Hall lawn. Bids will be

accepted until May 12, 2025, 5:00 pm.
Please send bids to:
Town of Merrill

W4594 Progress Ave., Merrill, WI 54452
RECYCLE www.townofmerrill.wi.gov RECYCLE
April 24, May 1 & 8, 2025 WNAXLP

ATTENTION: TOWN OF SCHLEY
The Town is sponsoring a “CLEAN-UP DAY”
Saturday, May 10, 2025 - 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

45
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50

Bring your old appliances and recyclables as listed
below to the Schley Town Hall. You must be a Town of
Schley resident. The Town will pay half of the regular
fee for you.
Items taken for free:
Grills (charcoal or gas)
Humidi�ers
Lawn mowers
Microwaves
Patio furniture (metal)
Dryers
Stoves (electric or gas)
Washers
Monitors
Items with charges:
Junk tires $6.00 each
TVs $10.00
Tires on aluminum/steel rims $6.00 each
Air conditioners $20.00
Dehumidi�ers $20.00
Freezers (chest or upright) $30.00
Refrigerators (electric or gas) $30.00
Remember to Recycle Becky Dallman, Clerk
Published May 1 & 8, 2025 WNAXLP

Computers
Batteries
Bed frames (metal)
Hot water heaters
Dish washers (steel tub)
Farm Equipment
Fuel oil tanks

Items not taken:
Tractor/large truck tires
Drain, fuel, & hydraulic oils
Paint

TOWN OF MERRILL
MERRILL, WISCONSIN

======================================
OPEN BOOK – 2025 ASSESSMENT ROLL

The Assessor will be at the Town of Merrill Community
Center, W4594 Progress Avenue, on

Tuesday, May 6, 2025 from 3:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Please bring your assessment notices.

Time will be limited to 15 minutes for each person.
NOTICE OF BOARD OF REVIEW

The Board of Review for the Town of Merrill will meet at the
Town of Merrill Community Center, W4594 Progress Avenue,

Tuesday, May 20, 2025 from 4:30 to 6:30 P.M.
Property owners wishing to make a formal objection to an
assessed valuation must obtain an objection form from the

Town Clerk and schedule an appointment 48 hrs. in
advance of hearing. 715-536-4383.

The extensive Board of Review notice can be found on
Town of Merrill website and Town Hall door.

Mitzi Flegner, Clerk
RECYCLE www.townofmerrill.net RECYCLE

======================================
Published April 24 & May 1, 2025 WNAXLP

45
58

52

TOWN OF RUSSELL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

45
75

84

The Town of Russell, Lincoln County will be accepting sealed
bids for double chip seal and single chip seal projects.
Bradley Street (Approx: 5,150 ft x 22 ft) and Town Hall Road
(Approx: 1,200 ft x 22’) Single Chip seal on Prairie Forks Drive
(Approx 75 ft x 22 ft).
Work must be completed between June 15th and August 1st.

THIS IS A WIS DOT LRIP PROJECT
For further information contact: Robert Kressel, Chairperson
at 715-873-4041. Bids will be opened publicly on May 13th at
6:00 p.m. during the town meeting at the Russell Town Hall.
Bids may be delivered to the Town Hall prior to bid opening or
mailed to the Town of Russell Clerk N5410 State Rd 17 Gleason
WI 54435. Bids Received after 6:00 p.m. May 13th will not be
accepted or considered. The Town of Russell has the right to
accept or reject any or all bids or any part(s) there of which may
be deemed most advantageous to the Town of Russell.
Amy Brown, Clerk
Town of Russell, Lincoln County
Published April 24 & May 1, 2025 WNAXLP

ATTENTION TOWN OF
CORNING RESIDENCE
AND LAND OWNERS:

Clean up day will be held on May 10, 2025
at the Town Garage from 8 am to 11 am.

Items to be taken include: Resident pays
Rim and Tire (Steel or Aluminum) $6.00 each
Junk Tires $8.00 each
TVs, Computers, Monitors $30.00 each

Air conditioners, Dehumidi�ers, $20.00 each
Freezers (chest or upright) $20.00 each
Refrigerators (electric or gas) $20.00 each

Free items:
Batteries Charcoal or Gas Grills

Dish Washers (with steel tub) Electric or Gas Stoves
Fuel Oil Tanks Humidi�ers
Lawn Mowers Microwaves
Farm Equipment Old metal Bed Frames
Metal Patio sets Hot Water Heaters
Washer & dryers Laptop computers

No Garbage will be accepted.
No Drain oil, fuel oil, hydraulic oil, paint,

tractor tires or large truck tires.

For vehicle pick up call Jason 715-351-0661
Rick Hass, Town Clerk.

Please Recycle
Published May 1 & 8, 2025 WNAXLP

45
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Check us out online!
  merrillfotonews.com
Check us out online!

  merrillfotonews.com
Check us out online!

  merrillfotonews.com

|LEGALS|
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Multi Media Channels
At Multi Media Channels (MMC), 

we are committed to delivering 
high-quality, accurate, and 
trustworthy content to our readers. 
As part of  our ongoing e�orts to 
innovate and improve our editorial 
processes, we have incorporated 
artificial intelligence (AI) tools into 
our workflow. This policy outlines 
our approach to using AI in content 
creation and the safeguards we 
have in place to ensure journalistic 
integrity.

Our AI Usage Principles

Our AI usage at MMC aligns 
with best practices in AI-assisted 
journalism and follows our core 
principles of  using cutting-edge 
communications technology to 
deliver hyper local content to our 
readership, through our print 
publications and digital media. We 
have our roots in our communities, 
and while AI is a tool—like 
computers or spell check—it cannot 
replace our journalists, with their 
experience, knowledge of  and 
connections to their communities, 
and integrity. 

1. Human-Centric Journalism: 
AI is a tool to augment, not 
replace, human journalists. Our 
experienced editorial team remains 
at the core of  all content creation 
and decision-making processes.

2. Transparency: We are 
committed to being open about our 

use of  AI tools in content creation. 
When AI tools are used to analyze 
data or generate insights, we clearly 
attribute this in our reporting. Use 
of  AI generated images are clearly 
attributed as such.

3. Accuracy and Fact-Checking: 
All AI-assisted content undergoes 
rigorous fact-checking and 
verification by our human editors 
before publication. AI-generated 
content is always cross-referenced 
with reliable, human-verified 
sources. We do not rely solely on 
AI-generated information without 
corroboration.

4. Bias Detection and Mitigation: 
Our editors are trained to identify 
and mitigate potential biases in 
AI-generated or assisted content, 
ensuring balanced and fair 
reporting.

5. Style and Voice Consistency: 
While AI may assist in drafting, we 
ensure that all published content 
maintains MMC’s distinctive style 
and voice and the authenticity of  
the writer.

6. Continuous Learning: Our 
team stays informed about the 
latest developments in AI and 
journalism, regularly updating our 
practices to reflect industry best 
standards.

7. Clear Attribution:  Ethical 
Content Generation: We do not 
use AI to create fictional quotes, 
sources, or events. All content is 
factual and derived from verifiable 

sources.
8. Quality Control: AI-assisted 

content goes through the same 
rigorous editorial process as 
traditionally created content, 
including multiple rounds of  
editing, verification, and fact-
checking.

9. Ethical AI Use: We only employ 
AI tools that align with our ethical 
standards and journalistic values. 
We regularly review and update our 
AI usage to ensure it meets these 
criteria.

10. Data Privacy: We respect data 
privacy laws and ethical guidelines 
when using AI tools, ensuring 
that no personal or sensitive 
information is compromised.

Accountability and Feedback
We value our readers’ trust and 

welcome feedback on our AI usage 
and content. If  you have questions 
or concerns about our AI editorial 
practices, please contact our 
editorial team at info@mmclocal.
com.

By responsibly integrating AI 
into our editorial process, MMC 
aims to enhance the quality, 
e¡ciency, and depth of  our 
journalism while maintaining the 
highest standards of  integrity and 
accountability.

This policy is subject to 
regular review and updates as 
AI technology and industry best 
practices evolve.

Last updated: April 4, 2025

Hanging flower 
basket program 

seeks donations for 
18th year

The Merrill Chamber 
F o u n d a t i o n  s e e k s 
community support for 
its annual hanging flower 
basket program, now in 
its 18th year. The project 
beautifies downtown lamp 
posts, Normal Park Gazebo, 
Highway 64 entrances, and 
business districts with 
locally-supplied flowers.

Donations are $60 per 
basket or $100 per pole (two 
baskets), covering plants, 
materials, and maintenance 
costs. All contributions are 
tax-deductible and can be 
sent to the Merrill Chamber 
Foundation at 705 N Center 
Avenue. The community 
beautification project is 
a cooperation between 
the Mer rill  Chamber 
Foundation, City of  Merrill, 
volunteers, and generous 
donors.  

Holiday Family Fund 
to host special needs 

dance on May 16

The Holiday Family 
Fund is organizing a 
Spring Fling Special Needs 
Dance on May 16, 2025, at 6 
p.m., aiming to provide an 
inclusive social opportunity 
often unavailable to special 
needs individuals during 
their school years.

The event will serve 
100+ participants and is 
being coordinated with 
assisted living and adult 
care facilities throughout 
northern Wisconsin. 
Organizers are seeking 
donations to cover food, 
DJ services, facilities, and 
transportation costs.

Contributors will receive 
recognition in print and 
on-air in the Merrill 
community. Donations can 
be made at any Peoples 
State Bank location or by 
contacting Nathan Albrecht 
at 608.556.9133.

News 
Shorts

St. John Lutheran School 
announces 2024-2025 third 

quarter Honor Roll
HIGHEST HONORS 
(4.0):  Molly Literski, Julia 
Skaar, Ever Smith, Poppy 
Geisler, Ruby Ho�man, 
Ella Humphrey, Delana 
Podeweltz, Samuel Szeto, 
Christian Voigt, Job 
Verpoorten

HIGH HONORS (3.76-
3.99):  Claire Canne, 
Abner Gremler, Lillian 
Mattson, Lily Schultz, 
Natalie Sir, Lee Voigt, 
Chelsea Wengeler, 
Brynlee Heidemann, 
Macie Lange, Adalyn 

Schooley, Isabella Sprague, 
Madilynn VenRooy, Esther 
Verpoorten

HONORS (3.5-3.75):  
Joshua Hanson, Gemma 
Ho�man, Gabriel 
Kleinhans, Mason Klug, 
Garik Peterson, Colin 
Sprague, Caleb Steinagel, 
Emily Wendt, Ellyana 
Ineichen, Evie Klug, 
Genevieve Burtman, 
Mason Carpentier, 
Malayna Kufahl, Lola Klug, 
Joanna Szeto 

MEETINGS & COMMUNITY 
SERVICES

• Alanon Meetings -
Mondays at 7 p.m. at 
Ascension Episcopal 
Church, 218 Pier St. 

• Alcoholics Anonymous 
(Open meeting) - 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Stephens UCC, 903 E. 
2nd St. 

• Alcoholics Anonymous 
(Open meeting) - 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
at St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church, 1708 E 
10th St.

• Alcoholics Anonymous 
(Closed meeting) - 
Fridays at 11:30 a.m. at 
St. Stephens UCC, 903 E. 
2nd St.

• Alcoholics Anonymous

(Open meeting) - 
Saturdays at 9 a.m. at 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church, 300 Logan St.

• Alcoholics Anonymous
(Closed meeting) - 
Sundays at 9 a.m. at Park 
City Credit Union, 501 S. 
Pine Ridge Ave.

• Dinner@Five at St. 
Stephens UCC - Mondays 
at 5 p.m.

• GriefShare grief  
support group - Mondays 
at 5 p.m. (Mar. 10-Jun. 9, 
2025) at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 107 N. State St. 

For more information, 
contact the event sponsor 
or location.

St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
School announces 2024-2025 

third quarter Honor Roll
HIGHEST HONORS 3.75 
– 4.00
Margaret Delp
Abigail Rell
Sophia Wendt
Elizabeth Burkhardt

HIGH HONORS 3.50 – 
3.749
Daven Saeger
Julia Fleischman
Alex Shimel

Ben Schmeltzer
Calvin Hoeft

HONORS 3.25 – 3.499
Emmett Johnson
Evelyn Hagemeister
Fiona Giese
Frederick Delp

HONOR ROLL 3.00 – 
3.249
Martin Ho�man

H5

H7
H9

H11
H20

H21

H22

H27

19

H14
H29 H17

H13

18

H6

H10

H23

H2

HH15

H25

H24

28

17TH ANNUAL MERRILL CITYWIDE

o Be Held All Over the Merrill Area
Saturday, May 17, 2025

It’s Simple to Run a Sale:
 Just place your own classi�ed ad in the May 15th Foto News.
 We will pinpoint your address on our citywide map.
 Starting at $10.00 for a 5 line classi�ed ad. (Approximately 25 words)

To Be Held
Clean

Out
the

Basem
ent

Foto News.

Approximately 25 words)

MakeSomeCASH!

Map provided by the Lincoln County Land Information and Conservation Department - Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

H1

Merrill Citywide Rummage Sale MapStop in to place
your ad in the
of�ce and put
your number on

the map.

DEADLINES:
All ads must be
placed before
3:00pm

Thursday,
May 8th.

Don’t wait,
get your ad
set up today
and beat the

RUSH!

H

H3H

Get Rid of
That

Clutter!

ITYWIDE

Area

SweepOut theGarage!
SPRING RUMMAGE SALE

4
5

3
4

0
1

DEADLINE THURSDAY,MAY 8TH!!!

Map provided by the Lincoln County Land Information and Conservation Department - Geographic Information Systems (GIS)Map provided by the Lincoln County Land Information and Conservation Department - Geographic Information Systems (GIS)Garage Sale Kits
NowAvailable at
the Foto News!Only $5with the purchase of your
garage sale ad.

OFFICE LOCATION:
2011 E. MAIN STREET, MERRILL

Email your ad to:
FotoNewsAds@mmclocal.com

(715) 536-7121

 $1.00 for each additional line of your ad.
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Valerie Caylor: Caring for the living 
and the deceased

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Lincoln County Coroner 
Valerie Caylor may have an 
unusual job, but for her, it’s 
all about caring for people—
whether they’re fi ghting for 
their lives or have already 
lost that battle.

“I think a lot of  it is just 
telling their story,” said 
Caylor when asked why 
she transitioned from 
saving lives as a paramedic 
to investigating deaths as 
Coroner. “Everybody has a 
story. It’s making sure that their story is told, but on top of  
it, it’s making sure that a family gets answers.”

Balancing two demanding careers
Caylor divides her professional life between two 

demanding roles. She works as a fl ight paramedic at 
Lifelink based at the Rhinelander airport three days a week 
while also serving as Lincoln County’s elected Coroner. 
Both positions require her to be ready at a moment’s 
notice, though in very di� erent capacities.

“We’re always on call,” said Caylor about her Coroner 
duties. “You never know what’s going to happen. It’s 
defi nitely not a nine-to-fi ve job. I can get called multiple 
times during the night and be up most of  the night and 
during the day. So you never really know what your day or 
your night is going to hold.”

From childhood inspiration to medical career
Her path to becoming a medical professional began in 

childhood. Growing up in the Arpin community outside 
Marshfi eld, Caylor was immersed in emergency services 
because her mother served as a volunteer fi rst responder.

“I grew up in it. That was something my mom was in 

for years,” said Caylor. “As a kid growing up, we were part 
of  the fi re department, because that’s what you did. It’s a 
family. It’s a huge family.”

Initially heading to UW for college with di� erent plans, 
Caylor’s true calling became clear during an English 
assignment about future career goals. After writing about 
becoming a paramedic, her professor asked, “Why are you 
here? Why are you wasting your time? I can tell this is what 
you want to do.”

Flight paramedicine
Caylor enrolled at Mid-State Technical College and 

earned her associate degree in paramedicine in 2009. She 
continued advancing her medical training, obtaining her 
critical care license and fl ight paramedic certifi cation.

“It’s more schooling, more tests, more things to prove 

that you’re at that critical care level,” Caylor explained. 
“The fl ight paramedic certifi cation is actually a board 
certifi ed test to show that pretty much you have the most 
knowledge that a paramedic can get at their level.”

Taking on the Coroner’s role
Before becoming Lincoln County Coroner, Caylor worked 

for Marathon County as a Deputy Medical Examiner and 
later served as a Deputy Coroner in Lincoln County under 
the previous Coroner. When he decided to retire, she ran 
for the position and was elected.

In addition to her Lincoln County duties, Caylor also 
mentors the newly appointed medical examiner in Oneida 
County.

Caylor’s work environment.  Tina L. Scott photo.

See CAYLOR page 8

RIGHT: A view of the new Lincoln County morgue where Caylor 
works as Coroner. Tina L. Scott photo.

Valerie Caylor
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of dedication that will inspire fans and readers
alike. If you love football, community and tales
of grit, this book is a must-read.
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If you would like to be
part of the 2025 publication,
Contact Jennifer Gartmann
at 715-218-1644 or email
jgartmann@mmclocal.com

ADVERTISING
DEADLINE:
MAY 28, 2025
Publishes June 25, 2025
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LOOK FOR OUR

COMING SOON TO RACKS NEAR YOU!

Breweries,
Wineries &
Distilleries

Wisconsin

Guide for 2025
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For more information, go to: 
merrillchamber.org/events or 

contact the event sponsor.

Area Events & 
Entertainment 

Community Calendar
May 1 - Bingo at St. 
Francis Xavier Catholic 
School

May 3 - Bar Bingo at 
Bubba’s Pub

May 3-4 - Brooke’s 
School of Dance Annual 
Dance Show

May 4 - Bingo at VFW

May 5 - Merrill Lions 
Club Dinner Meeting

May 6 - Doggie Social 
Hour at Sawmill Brewing 
Company

May 10 - MACA Concert: 
The BriTins

May 10 - Flea Market at 
Merrill Fairgrounds

May 10 - Lulu’s Food 
Truck at The Creative 
Spirit

May 17 - Merrill 
Professional Police 
Association Annual 
Benefit Concert 
featuring “The Petty 
Kings” (Tom Petty & the 
Heartbreakers tribute)

May 17 - Bounce 
Houses and Food Truck-
a-Palooza at Merrill 
Fairgrounds

May 17 - Community 
Wide Garage Sales

Volunteer.
Be social.
Meet your 
neighbors.

Enjoy the arts.
Get active.

Learn.

Participate in or 
volunteer for your 

community events!

“They had some turnover with their medical examiner’s 
o¡  ce up there, and I was approached by their county just 
to help, just to be somebody that they could bounce ideas 
o�  of,” said Caylor. “If  their new medical examiner has 
questions, she calls me. We kind of  talk over everything 
together.”

Improving Lincoln County facilities
One of  Caylor’s proudest accomplishments as Coroner 

was securing a cooler facility for Lincoln County—a 
signifi cant upgrade that benefi ts both the Coroner’s o¡  ce 
and the community. During COVID, the need for secure 
storage became apparent, as hospitals and funeral homes 
have limited capacity, she said.

“Our hospitals don’t have a ton of  storage, and the 
same with our funeral homes,” said Caylor. “We needed 
something secure, especially for criminal cases, to make 
sure that we were doing everything correctly.”

After researching options and negotiating with suppliers, 
Caylor managed to acquire a cooler for $17,000—less than 
half  the initial quote of  $40,000. The facility now provides 
secure, dignifi ed storage for up to 12 deceased individuals.

Working to prevent future deaths
Beyond investigating deaths, Caylor participates in a 

Death Review Committee that examines trends and works 
on prevention strategies. Recent focus areas include suicide 
prevention targeting appropriate age groups, addressing 

fi nancial stress as a suicide factor, and improving safe 
sleeping practices to prevent infant deaths.

“The whole point of  the Death Review Committee is 
what can we prevent, what death can we prevent for the 
county,” Caylor explained.

Beyond county lines
Her work as Coroner extends beyond Lincoln County’s 

borders. When necessary, Caylor transports deceased 
individuals to Madison for autopsies and stays throughout 
the procedure, working directly with forensic pathologists.

“I stay during the autopsy. I’m actually in the autopsy 
suite right with the pathologist while they’re doing the 
autopsy,” said Caylor. “And then I will bring [someone’s] 
loved one back home to our county.”

Maintaining balance amid diffi cult work
Despite handling life and death daily, Caylor maintains 

her mental health through simple pleasures like reading 
fi ction, gardening, and taking walks. Her employer, 
Lifelink, also provides excellent support for sta�  dealing 
with traumatic situations.

“We have a specialty care team that is day or night that 
are there for us. If  we want to pick up the phone, we can 
call, we can text, they’re there,” said Caylor. “Our bosses 
are on the phone with us, ‘Hey, are you okay? Do you need 
a break? Do you want to talk about it?’”

Whether she’s helping save lives or investigating how 
they ended, Valerie Caylor approaches her work with the 
same care and dedication—serving area residents at their 
most vulnerable moments.

CAYLOR from page 7

Lincoln County Summer ATV trails 
will not yet open

On April 28, 2025, the 
Lincoln County Forestry, 
Land and Parks Department 
announced that, due to the 

wet conditions and frost 
still working its way out in 
several locations, Lincoln 
County’s Summer ATV 

trails will not open on May 
1 and remain closed until 
further notice.

Check their website 

for any further updates 
at: www.co.lincoln.wi.us 
or call the trail hotline at 
715.539.1033.

11420S.CountyRd.K,
MerrillWI • 715-536-9391

375083

FOR A GOOD OLD TIME
EST.1933

RedGranite Bar &Grill
Order Online - Check

wait times or just stop in!
Find us on

Sun. 7am-2am,Mon.-Thurs.
11:30am-2am, Fri. 11:30am-
2:30am, Sat. 7am-2:30am,

Dine-in • Takeout • NODelivery

Mondays
$5 Burger & Home Fries
Dine-in only & additional

toppings are extra.
Sunday&Tuesday

Broasted Chicken
12 Noon-8pm

Friday

Breakfast 7am-11am
Mimosas & BloodyMary’s

Saturday&Sunday

Fish Fry 12 Noon-8:45pm

COSMO
Theatre

Main St. • Merrill

KIDS • $5.00
SENIORS • $5.00
ADULTS • $8.00

Mondays All Seats $5.00

MOVIES AND SHOWTIMES
5/2/25 TO 5/8/25

715-536-4473
www.cosmomovies.com

454182

THUNDERBOLTS
“PG13” (2HR 6MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00 & 9:15PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM

THE ACCOUNTANT 2
“R” (2HR 9MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:15PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30, 7:00 & 9:15PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM

SINNERS
“R” (2HR 16MIN)

FRIDAY: 7:00 & 9:20PM
SATURDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00 & 9:20PM

SUNDAY: 1:00, 3:30 & 7:00PM
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY: 7:00PM

45
87

68
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Sat., May 10th • 5pm-7:30pm
Prime Rib (one cut) & 3 Shrimp Buffet
Sun., May 11th • 11am-2pm
Beef Tips & Chicken Buffet
SALAD BAR • DESSERTS
COFFEE • RESERVE NOW

������������

�����
���

Complimentary Glass of
Champagne/Mimosa for Mom!

Mothers Day Weekend

Merrill Fairgrounds
2001 E 2nd St., Merrill,WI

Shawano County Fairgrounds
990 EGreen Bay Street, Shawano,WI

Welcome to Wisconsin’s Finest... FLEAMARKETS!

Merrill Fairgrounds

� 55th BIG Season � SUNDAYS!
Every Sunday Thru October 5 (Except Labor Day Week-End)
+ Special Two Day Holiday Weekend Flea Markets: May 24 & 25 • July 5 & 6

� Open-Air FleaMarket�

Buy, sell, & trade in this open-air flea market bargain hunters’ paradise!
Hours: 7am to 4pm / $2 • Free parking • New Vendors Welcome!

Information to BUY or SELL contact Zurko’s Midwest Promotions � Visit us on the web for a listing of more events & markets in the Midwest!
115 E. Division St., Shawano, WI 54166 * Phone: (715) 526-9769 * Fax: (715) 524-5675 * Website: www.zurkopromotions.com

May 10 (Saturday) • July 19 (Saturday) • Sept. 6 (Saturday)

2001 E 2nd St., Merrill,WI
Shawano County Fairgrounds

990 EGreen Bay Street, Shawano,WI

Hours: 7am to 4pm / $2 • Free parking • New Vendors Welcome!

458821Live Music • Friday May 2nd: The Orphans 6-9 pm

Conference Room & Hall Rental Available

BINGO IS BACK!

46
01
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Jackpot is
(Half of the days sales)

Stop in for daily food & drink specials!

Sunday, May 4th • 4PM

601 Johnson St., Merrill • 715-536-5708
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Open at 4pm Mon. & Thurs. • Open at Noon Fri.
Open at 11am Sat. & Sun. • Closed Tues. & Wed.

Dress-Up as
your favorite
character for
May the 4th!

Dress-Up as
your favorite
character for
May the 4th!$480+

46
01

63

310 E. 2nd St., Merrill
715-536-4611

LLC.

SERVING FOOD
DAILY TILL 8PM

HOURS

MONDAY • Noon - 6pm
TUE. - FRI. • Noon - Close
SATURDAY • 11am - Close
SUNDAY • Noon - 6pm

CAPTAIN
$5.00 - 16 oz. Pint

MAY BOOZE
OF THE MONTH

We will be
CLOSED

OFF TO THE BALLPARK!

SAT. MAY 3RD

Saturday,
May 3, 2025
10:00 AM

Visit our website for pictures, details, Terms, conditions & Buyers Premium at:

AUCTION | EXPO Center, 303 N Sales St., Merrill
See Website for Directions. WATCH FOR SIGNS!

www.alangeauctionrealty.com or Call Arnold at: 715-574-2258
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer • Col. Arnold H. Lange, Manager/Broker, WI Lic. #230

45
83

82

OVER 50 YEARS OF TRUSTED EXPERIENCE

Guns • ammo • Antique sewing machine in wood Cabinet • Spindel table
• Antique rocker • Cabinet record player • Shipping trunks • Hump back truck

• Many records • Antique Cider chest • Antique table • Wicker planter
• Air conditioner • Oak display cabinet • Antique drop front desk • Troy-built snow blower

• 2 Wheel cart • shop tools • Shop supplies • Hand Tools • Air compressor
• Toro lawn mower • Older snow blower • Step ladders • and Much More

|AUCTIONS|
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Eggs are a superfood – one of nature’s best sources of protein and nutrition. Eating eggs from
Eggs for a Cause, supplies your body and brain with the nourishment you need to thrive.

The eggs are hand gathered daily and are the freshest eggs in town.
Plus we never feed our chickens antibiotics or hormones.

Our chickens are local and are cared for by local individuals who care about each
hen’s wellbeing. 100% of the profits from these egg-stands go to help fund a brand-new birth
center coming to Merrill. This birth center will be named Sifra Birth Center and will be the

only birth center to serve Marathon, Lincoln, Onieda and Langlade counties.

Sifra Birth Center will be located in a beautiful piece of woods next to Elite Carriers on
County Rd. W. Every egg you buy helps support your own community birth center.

Hand Gathered Daily | Cage Free | Antibiotic/Hormone Free | Freshest Eggs in Town

$5 per Dozen 10 Dozen for $40

45
79

38

Questions please call Edi 715-937-1429

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT, PLEASE TELL YOUR FRIENDS!

THANK YOU
Tim, Jeremiah, Laverne,
Lindell, Luke and Edi

Pick Up Your
Eggs Today from
Our FIRST Stand
Located At:

om
and 5

Let’s get egg-cited...
Fresh locations coming soon!

Los Mezcales
Mexican Restaurant
3340 East Main Street, Merrill
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DRIVER WANTED: A-1 Septic
Service is hiring. We are a fam-
ily-owned business seeking
team players with positive atti-
tudes and good customer ser-
vice skills. We offer competitive
wages with benefits. Experience
is preferred but not required. We
are willing to train the right can-
didate. Class B CDL with Tanker
Endorsement preferred but will-
ing to train. Applicant must be
able to pass a drug test. Submit
your application or resume
today! Please stop in at 6760
Hwy K, Rhinelander, WI for an
application or email a resume to
info@a-1septicmail.com

Weston: 5306 Jean Ellen St.
TH 5/1 & 5/2 8a-6p; SAT 5/3 8a-3p.
Tons of sports cards; lots of bob-

ble heads; sports collectibles:
Brewers, Bucks, Packers, Nascar,

MLF/NBA/NFL.
2-car garage full - 3 families.

New & Used Lawn
& Garden Equipment
Servicing all brands.

Full service small engine repair.
Snowblowers, tillers, mowers,

chainsaws, log splitters & more.
North Central Power Equipment

4001 Dixie Ave, Wausau
1 mile north of Fleet Farm

off Hwy K, east on Emery Dr.
to South on Dixie

715-370-3002

Now Ac cept ing
Con sign ments 

For our Fa ther’s Day
Firearms Auc tion
Get your items in front

of eager bidders—
Just in time for Father's Day!

Consignment Deadline: May 18
Auction Dates: June 1 – June 15

Accepting: Handguns • Rifles
• Shotguns • Antique Firearms

• Ammo • and More!
This is the event firearm buyers

look forward to!
Make sure your items

are in the spotlight!
Call (715) 305-2475 for details

and consign today!
www.IggysAuction.com

Place your Garage Sale ad at
classifiedsmmc.com

Deadline for Wausau
is NOON Friday

for Wednesday's paper
Chihuahua Puppies: Shots,
wormed, vet checked. $700. 715-
498-6408

Weston: 6602 Randylyn St. TH &
FR 5/1 & 5/2 8a-6p; SAT 5/3 8a-3p.

Womens & mens clothing; fall
wedding decor; wedding items;
household; women's shoes; an-

tiques; crocks, and misc.

Rottweiler Pup: AKC, shots,
wormed, tails & dew claws done,
vet checked. Male, $700. 715-498-
6408

FOR SALE: Outside companion
crypt, level 5 at Restlawn Memor-
ial Cemetery in Wausau. $6500.
715-359-2878 For Sale:

351 Ammunition,
5 Boxes 50 Rounds each.

$225 per Box.
715-409-8742

GARAGE SALE
KITS

NOW AVAIL ABLE
Let Garage Sale Gale

help you with your sale!
Kit Includes:
• 2 garage sale signs
• 140 pricing stickers
• 3 balloons
• 1 pen
• How to have a successful

garage sale pamphlet
• 1 coupon for $5 off your
NEXT classified ad!

ONLY $5.00 PER KIT!*
* With the purchase of a

classified ad.

Available at:
Mer rill Foto News

2011 E. Main St., Mer rill

Hand Crafted Garden & Storage
Sheds, Garages & Cabins.
Many Styles and Options.

Sizes from 8' x 8' up
to 15' x 40' are available.

Call BAKER BARNS, LLC
715-873-3338

mile North of Gleason, Hwy 17

Laborers Needed Wood Handlers:
Four 10 hour days.
Call for an interview

715-536-5287

WE BUY USED GUNS!
Bullseye Sports

1201 S. Central Ave.
Marshfield, WI
715-384-6580

For Sale St. Frances Xavier
Cemetery Lots. Section H-11 -
Lots 3,4, & 7. Normally $650 each
Selling all 3 $1,000. Very close to
Memorial Dr. 715-409-8742.

STONEWARE WANTED Collec-
tor paying $1000 +/- for Red
Wing salt glazed or advertising
crocks, jugs, churns, & water cool-
ers. (612) 685-6762

Jerry's Painting & Staining:
Any exterior painting/staining job.

Farms, Homes, Sheds, Roofs,
Grain Bins, Log Homes,

Cabins, Homes.
Free quotes. Call 877-881-4242

DRY OAK & Hard Maple,
$250/cord. Over 15 mi is extra.
Have hard wood in wood shed
over a year old. Clean & no bark.
715-351-1888 or 715-873-4196.

2019 Chevy Equinox LT, SUV,
AWD, 1.5T, 26,000 actual miles;
roof rack, hitch, dark gray w/gray
interior, $16,750. 715-675-7834.
Answering machine.

Jackson Street Apartments, May
1st & 2nd 8-4, May 3rd 8-noon,
1/2 price Sat., Fisher Price House
& accessories, garden tubs, plus
size Men's, stamping supplies,
keychains, boombox, 42 collec-
table Nerf guns.

Aussiedoodle pups, wormed,
shots, dews removed, vet check-
ed, can deliver. $500-$800. Call
715-255-2661. Also have Cock-
apoo & HavaPoo. Lic#269146

A+ Dirtwork
Call for landscaping, retaining
walls, concrete removal, land
clearing. Call or text Lynn @
715-977-2733

A+ Construction.
Call or text 715-977-2733 for
new construction or remodel-
ing/additions. Interior or exterior.
20 years of experience.

Australian Shepherd puppies.
Ready now! dew claws removed,
dewormed, well marked w/multiple
colors to choose from. $300-$500.
715-257-1999, No text.

Wausau: 905 S. 19th Ave.
TH 5/1 thru SAT 5/3, 8a-6p

Tools, yard tools, lawnmower,
household & more.

I BUY CLASSIC CARS: Espe-
cially convertibles, any condition
any make/model. Same day cash
offers. Please call 414-514-6958

APPLY IN-PERSON
Two Merrill Locations:
605 N. Ohio St. | 1815 Water St.
Questions? Call: 715-722-1884

Visit us online at spi.careers
Sierra Paci�c is an (EOE) Equal Opportunity Employer, including those with a disability and veterans.

45
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3 WAYS TO APPLY

Lincoln Wood Products has proudly
provided work in Merrill for over 75
years, crafting high-end windows and
doors sold across the U.S. Be part of
a legacy of quality!

454053

1. Apply in person at 1400 W. Taylor Street
2. Email your resume to

gebeyer@lincolnwindows.com
3. Go to www.indeed.com to search vacancies

@ Lincoln

Join the Lincoln
Production Crew
inMerrill, WI!

Why Join Us?
• Starting Pay up to $22/hr.
• First Shift Only – keep your evenings free!
• Seniority Incentives & Annual Shoe Allowance
• Transfer Incentive & OT after 8 hours daily
• Health Deductible = $750 Individual/$1,500 Family

$19.22
PER HOUR!

HELP NEEDED

27
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28
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7200Rummage Sales This Week 

66

7272Dogs 

55

7250Lawn and Garden 

HIRINGAre you ?
Reach thousands of people in the

Merrill Foto News
715-536-7121

3

7374Miscellaneous Services

167

7554Vehicles Wanted 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

|CLASSIFIEDS|

Visit Us Online @ www.MerrillFotoNews.com
If you would like

to be included in our 
Employment Section

please call

715-536-7121
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the vital role they play in 
strengthening our local 
economy.”

“I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to highlight 
just a few of  the things that 
make Merrill such a great 
place to live, work, and 
thrive,” Hass said.

While visiting with 
Hass and Nelson, the two 
highlighted recent and 
upcoming developments 
at several of  the local 
businesses, including large 
manufacturers in the area 
like Weinbrenner and 
Lincoln Windows, the fairly 
recent addition of  the Boys 
and Girls Club to Merrill, 
and e�orts of  area churches 
to address the need for 
additional childcare for 
Merrill-area residents. 

Senator Baldwin listens as Merrill Mayor Steve Hass, Merrill Chamber Executive Director Clyde 
Nelson, and owner of Auntie Ray’s Coffee House, Rachel Beyer, and her mother chat about 
Merrill, along with members of Baldwin’s staff.                           Tina L. Scott photo.

Trinity Lutheran School 
announces 2024-2025 third 

quarter Honor Roll
Students are recognized on 
the Trinity Honor Roll for a 
Grade Point Average (GPA) 
of  3.5 and higher. An* 
indicates a 4.0 GPA.

FIFTH GRADE
Easton Baade
Brinlee Brazeau
Eli Clerveaux
Grace Dupke
Stevie Wells
Evie Gilbert
Paul Huth
Joseph Renzelmann
Ellie Steinagel

SIXTH GRADE
Emma Baumann
Brady Bostrom
Hunter Bostrom
Michael Houle
Emma Krombholz
Abigale Nelson

Laney Schmidt
Oliver Weinkauf

SEVENTH GRADE
Amber Blennert
Lexi Hinz
Adeline Huth
Asa Laabs
Melia Lee
Amiya Lipke-Bauman
Fiona McKeen
Chloe McKeen

EIGHTH GRADE
Emily Amelse
Rebekah Hagemeister
Willow Harmon
Kayla Klimek
Lexee Laabs
TyLynn Osness
Aubrey Renzelmann
Jillian Severt
Emmie Steinagel
Brooklyn Teske

Equal Opportunity Employer

Applications available on company website or onsite.

Reindl Printing Inc.
Attention: Human Resources

1300 Johnson St., PO Box 317, Merrill, WI 54452
Email: human.resources@reindlprinting.com

First Shift 7:00 – 3:30 PM, Monday through Friday
Clean, air conditioned, brightly lit,

low noise level work areas • Competitive wage
Full benefit package including 401K match

Family Owned Commercial Printer
located in Merrill, Wisconsin is hiring for:

Experience and skills in printing industry a plus.

DIGITAL PRINT TECHNICIAN
GENERAL BINDERY WORKERS

459263
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https://shop.northwoodevergreen.com/

Help Wanted

Northwoods Evergreen & Wire, LLC
W3125 Center Rd., Merrill

Shop.NorthwoodEvergreen.com

Call Jon for more info
or to set up an interview (715)536-6060
or email northwoodevergreen@gmail.com

General Labor, Shop Worker,
Mowing, and Field Work.

459940

Applications are now being accepted to
�ll a Public Works 2 position within the
Street Department.

Applications can be found at
the City Clerk’s of�ce or online at

http://www.ci.merrill.wi.us/employment.

MERRILL STREET
DEPARTMENT

45
99

34

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

More photos online
merrillfotonews.com
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Merrill Eagles 
584 Aerie and 
Auxiliary held a 
Pancake Breakfast 
Bene�t for Carol 
Cortright to assist 
her with ongoing 
medical bills, as 
she continues 
her �ght against 
cancer. L to R: 
Bryan Plautz, Aerie 
representative; 
recipient Carol 
Cortright; Sue 
Heckendorf, 
Auxiliary 
representative; and 
Carol’s husband, 
Jerry. 
Submitted photo.

The Lincoln 
County Humane 
Society would 
like to send a 
big thank you to 
Girl Scout Troop 
7147! They 
came in to visit 
recently and 
brought some 
homemade 
cat scratchers 
for the kitties! 
“Thank you for 
your hard work 
and gifts for the 
kitties!” staff 
said.

Submitted 
photo.

CMY Structures LLC
Pole Shed & Garage Construction • Roo
ng

715-816-460
2

45
74

21

Cal Yoder

N4448 Polar Rd.
Bryant WI 54418

Free Estimates
• Light Excavating
• Demolitions/Removal
• Stump Removal
• Dump Trailer Service
• Trenching
• Storm Clean Up
• Fully Insured

Gleason, WI.
715-216-4682

428479

Fully Insured • Residential, Commercial & Agricultural

ATHENS, WI 54411 • 715-257-7193

Schug Excavating
& Trucking LLC

Ke
nneth

Site Work • Lawns • Basements • Ponds
Driveways • Exterior Plumbing • Ditching
Drain Tile • Septic Systems • Demolition
Manure Pits • Foundation Waterproo�ng

TOP SOIL, GRANITE,
FILL, DECORATIVE
ROCK, ETC.

For All Your Excavating Needs

Concrete
Services

– Flatwork –

Quality At Its Finest

450421

“Specializing in Small Jobs”
Free Coffee &

Homemade Donuts
On Saturday May 17

• Concrete
• Site Prep
• Driveways
• Tree and Stump
Removal

• Retaining
Walls
• Hard Scapes
• Excavator
Work
• Skid Loader
Work

Services

715-571-7727
131375 County Rd L
Athens, WI 54411

• Red
• Gold
• Brown

Mulch Colors
• Black
• Natural

Bulk Mulch & Top Soil
Delivery Available

Open every Saturday 8:00-3:00 • May 3-June 28
Or by appointment

45
93

50

452690

• CAN BE INSTALLED OVER
EXISTING ROOFING

• 40 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY
• 4 STAR HAIL AND FIRE
RESISTANT

• VENTILATED AT PEAK
• ENERGY STAR EFFICIENT
• SNAP-LOC HIDDEN FASTENER
• 18 COLORS AVAILABLE

INDIVIDUAL HOMEOWNERS, CONTRACTORS OR COMMERCIAL
ON SITE CUSTOM ROLL FORMING AVAILABLE
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

715-618-8232

TIRED OF RE-ROOFING
YOUR HOUSE?

TRY A STEEL ROOF!

DO IT ONC
E

DO IT RIG
HT

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Tired of re-roo�ng

your house?
TRY A

STEEL ROOF!
• Snaplok (hidden fastener) • Can Be Installed Over
An Existing Roof • 40 Year Factory Warranty • 4-Star

Hail and Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak • Energy Star
E�cient • 28 Colors Available

Jerry Stutzman 715-314-2295Do it Once,
Do it Right!

19
56
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STEEL ROOFING
BADGER STATE
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FREE
ESTIMATES

Think Spring! MakeYourAppointment Today.

Elliott Gomez
715-571-3841
Athens, WI

WEWASH
Windows
Siding
Roofs
Gutters
Concrete
Decks 45

53
03

www.purewash.us

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
- Brian Plisch • Owner/Operator

Great Look, Great Price, 5% off if you mention this ad.

LOCALLY OWNED
Serving the area for 21 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
715-297-0907

Email: bpseamless@gmail.comwww.bpseamless.com

44
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NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S LARGEST RARE COIN &
PRECIOUS METALS COMPANY IS ALWAYS BUYING

11 South 2nd St. • Tomahawk, WI 54487
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Closed Sundays

• Old U.S. coins, proof sets & paper money.
• Also buying gold & silver jewelry, watches & diamonds.
• Old sports cards - 1969 & earlier. Currently paying top prices.
• No Collection too SMALL or LARGE
• Sports Wear & Memorabilia Headquarters

05
08

27
18

(715) 453-3141
Open Mon. & Tues., 10am - 5pm or by appointment. 28

28

Repair Service, LLC

Heating • Cooling • Sheet Metal

W2810 Hwy, C, Merrill
(715) 536-6791

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane? 2852

409502

Maple Ridge Construction

715-560-5840

Specializing In:
• Metal and Asphalt Roo�ng
• House Roofs • Barn Roofs
• Replacement Windows
• Vinyl Siding and More!

SCRAP METAL
We’ll Pick it Up
• Clam Truck Service
• Dumpster Service
• Buying Cars & Trucks

Serving Central & Northern WI for over 80 years
Prompt Service • Fair Prices

Cousineau Recycling
Hwy. 45 South, Antigo • Toll Free 866-330-3730 or 715-623-2372

28
39

Commercial, Residential & Township Spray Patching
Jensenchipsealcoat@gmail.com

 Seal Coating
 Crack Sealing
 Striping
 Topsoil

38
85
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26
69

96

• Commercial & Residential • Fully Insured
• Exterior House Washing
• Deck Washing/ Staining
• Softwash Roof Cleaning
• RV and Pontoon Washing

Locally Owned and Operated for 25 Years

715-536-6977

Mary

219681

Sandy, OwnerEmily

1005 E. Main St. • 715-536-1345
• Lashes • Facials • Body Waxing
• Nails • Pedicures• Hair

LeahMariah

460183

FULLY INSURED

Your Dream Builders

• Build & Remodel
• Complete Remodels

• Shop/Sheds
• Concrete/ICF Walls

715-432-5197 Joseph Thorne

40
34
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
NEIGHBORHOOD PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE SERVICE DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE YOUR 
SERVICES HERE!
GIVE US A CALL TODAY!   

715-536-7121
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THE GLEASON
CORNER

Gleason proudly identifies itself—and is widely
recognized—as the “Trout Fishing Capital of the World.”
This celebrated reputation is rooted in its proximity to the
Prairie River, famous for outstanding trout fishing, and the
fact that the state-record brook trout was caught nearby. In
September 1944, John Mixis landed a stream-caught brook
trout weighing an impressive 9 pounds, 15 ounces in the
Prairie River near Gleason.

Trout Fishing on the Prairie River

Winding through Langlade and Lincoln Counties, the
Prairie River flows with Gleason at its heart, e�ectively
dividing the river intoupper and lower stretches. TheUpper
Prairie River tends to be narrower, more brush-lined, and
primarily holds wild brook trout, though some sections
are supplemented with stocked fish. In contrast, the Lower
Prairie River is broader, marked by a combination of gentle
and more rugged rapids, and hosts brown trout along with
stocked brook and rainbow trout.

On average, this tributary of the Wisconsin River spans
about 60 feet across. Over the years, habitat restoration

e�orts, including dam removals, have significantly
enhanced the environment for trout populations.

The river is conveniently accessible via Highway 17, which
parallels much of its route. Additionally, the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) maintains the
Prairie River Fishery Area along County Highways G and
J southeast of Tomahawk. This public area o�ers excellent
spots for wading and shore fishing.

Several designated access points are available along the
river, making it easy for anglers to find and enjoy prime
fishing locations.

Fishing Techniques and Tips

Fly Fishing: The Prairie River o�ers a variety of fly
fishing experiences, from meadow stretches to pocket
water. Anglers can expect a range of hatches throughout
the season, including a notable white fly hatch in select
areas.

Bait and Lures: Experienced trout anglers recommend
small, natural-colored spinners or live worms for brook

45
55
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Russ Akey and his grandson, Freddy, trout 
shing in the
area.

A nice brook trout caught near Gleason.
Photos courtesy of Russ Akey.

Gleason: “Trout Fishing Capital of the World”
BY TINA L. SCOTT, EDITOR

trout. For targeting brown
trout, live minnows or small
silver or brown spoons tend
to be e�ective. Curly-tail
grubs, spinners, spoons,
and jerkbaits all have their
advantages depending on
conditions and trout species.
To support catch-and-release
practices, barbless or single
hooks are encouraged when
using hard baits.

Timing: The best success
often comes during early
mornings, late evenings, and
overcast days, especially
during insect hatches when
trout are actively feeding.
Target “junk water”—slow,
shallow stretches where
trophy browns may feed
under low light conditions.
It’s wise to fish close to the
bank first, as larger trout
often linger in the shallows
before venturing farther into deeper water.

Adjusting lure presentation, retrieval speed, and depth
to match the trout’s behavior is key. Sometimes, a slow,
hovering jerkbait can entice strikes from bigger fish,
especially in colder water when trout are less aggressive.

Gleason’s claim as the “Trout Fishing Capital of theWorld”
is rooted in its rich history, record-setting brook trout, and
the excellent trout fishing opportunities along the scenic
Prairie River. With easy access, diverse water types, and
ongoing habitat improvements, it is a great destination
for trout anglers of all experience levels.

Celebrate Mom With Comfort & Style!

45
96

54

CustomMade!

N5211 Bradley St., Gleason

715-873-4843
Closed SundaysQuality • Price • Comfort

New
Style

SAME GREAT FOOD WITH 4 SERVING OPTIONS
SENIOR/CHILDREN • STANDARD • UNLIMITED PANCAKES ONLY

BELGIUM WAFFLE WITH TOPPING • UNDER 5 - FREE

Serving: Regular & Potato Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs,
Sausage, Applesauce, Milk or Coffee
Now Offering - Biscuits and Gravy

We serve Pure Wisconsin Maple Syrup produced by Local Suppliers

GLEASON
AREA LIONS

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Sunday, May 4th • 8am-12 noon

Gleason Lions Park N5179 Bradley St., Gleason

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE • 8:00am-12:00pm
Walk-ins welcome, or call for an appointment,
Toll Free at 1-800-280-4102. You will get a

Ticket For FREE breakfast when you donate blood.

NEW
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Whether you’re building a new home or need to replace or
install essential systems, we handle it all. From well pumps
to septic systems, we provide top-quality service with a focus
on e�ciency, safety, and customer satisfaction. Our expert

team is here to ensure everything �ows smoothly!

Reliable Plumbing Services forYour Home
We’ve GotYou Covered From Start to Finish!

(715) 612-1950
youngs-plumbing.com

Serving Gleason, Merrill, Tomahawk,
Rhinelander, Antigo, & nearby by areas
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Luther Memorial Church
N5308 Town Hall Rd., Gleason, WI
SaturdayWorship with Communion 6:00 pm
SundayWorship with communion 10:30 am

Sunday School 9:15 am

������ ��������

Annual Plant Sale
� ������� � ���������� � ����������
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• Portable
Storage She

ds
• GardenSheds

Sizes from
8’x8’ to 14’x40’

Free Local DeliveryLLC

• Garages
• Cabins

(715) 873-3338
Displays in Rhinelander and at

our Shop Located 1 Mile N. of Gleason on Hwy 17

Lead Time: 6 - 7 Weeks

���������������� � ���� ������������ ������ ������� � ��
� ��� � 	��

PRAIRIEERIPRAI
PINESESPIN

ERIPRAIPRAIRIEPRAI
ESPINPINESPINESPINESPIN

715-873-4840

All prices subject to change. While supplies last.Located in Gleason.Located in Gleason.
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STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR FRIENDLY, AGREEABLE SERVICE!

SUMMER HOURS:WED., & SAT. 8AM - 5PM. MON., TUES., THURS., & FRI. 8AM - 6PM
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Gleason Mennonite Church
5626 State Road 17, Gleason, WI

For where two or three are gathered together
in My name, there am I in the midst of them.

Matthew 18:20
286183

If you would like to advertise
in the Gleason Corner, or have
a community event listed here

please contact:

Jennifer Gartmann
Phone: 715-218-1644
email: jgartmann@mmclocal.com

357737

449013

Russ Akey, an avid trout

sherman from Merrill,
said there are “Lots of
nice spots in and around
Gleason to catch brook
trout and brown trout.”
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Warriors, sweep weekend road games

BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

Bluejays bats quieted by Warriors’ 
southpaw 

The Merrill Varsity Boys Baseball Team opened their 
four-game week with a tough Bluejay loss to Wausau West 
on Wednesday, April 23, 2025, at Merrill’s Athletic Park. In 
the first game of  a doubleheader with the Warriors, West’s 
left-handed pitcher Teske kept the Bluejays’ o�ense in 
check throughout the contest, scattering just four hits over 
six innings while striking out seven.

“We ran into a tough lefthander in Teske in game one,” 
said Merrill Head Coach Shawn Schultz. “We had some 
opportunities, but anytime we got guys on base, he was 
able to toughen up and get out of  the jam.”

Despite the loss, Merrill starter Carter Kaminski (4.1 IP, 
7 H, 5 R, 4 ER, 5 BB, 4 SO) worked e�ectively on the mound, 
keeping the Bluejays within striking distance while 
throwing 99 pitches.

“Carter did a good job of  keeping us in the game on the 
mound as well,” said Schultz. “We need to make the routine 
plays in tight games like this one, because they can be the 
di�erence in the score.”

Box Score:
Wausau West 5 @ Merrill 0

Bluejays’ bats ignite in nightcap
The Bluejays bounced back with authority in the second 

game of  Wednesday’s doubleheader, pounding out 13 runs 
in a victory over Wausau West.

“We were the visitor in game two though we were in 
Merrill,” said Schultz. “We knocked their starter out early 
and did a good job of  putting consistent guys on base. The 
o�ense has been pretty good lately.”

Weix and Wallin combined to handle the pitching duties, 
with Schultz praising both e�orts.

“EJ Weix (3-for-5, 1 R, 2 RBI) started on the mound and 
had some tough luck in the first but was able to keep us in 
it and did a great job of  shutting them down once we got 
the lead,” said Schultz. “Cam Wallin (1-for-3, 1 R) came in 
and finished the last one and two-thirds to take us home.”

High scorers for the Merrill Bluejays included Cooper 
Wendorf  (1-for-4, 1 R, 4 RBI), Kory Page (1-for-4, 2 R), and 
Kaiden Henrich (2-for-5, 1 R, 1 RBI).

Box Score:
Merrill 13 @ Wausau West 5

Late-inning rally results in a Wallin 
shutout

The Bluejays continued their winning ways on Saturday, 
April 26, riding a dominant pitching performance from 
Cam Wallin (6.0 IP, 4 H, 2 BB, 5 SO) and a sixth-inning 
o�ensive eruption to a road victory over the Onalaska 
Hilltoppers.

“It was a pitchers’ duel through five innings. There were 
not a lot of  real opportunities for either team up to that 
point,” said Schultz.

The Bluejays finally broke the deadlock. “In the sixth, 
Kory Page (3-for-4, 2 R) led o� with a single and EJ Weix 
(2-for-4, 2 R, 2 RBI) doubled to put runners on second and 
third, and Kaiden Henrich (2-for-3, 2 RBI) came up with a 
big two-run single,” said Schultz. “We added one more in 

Noah Klug with a base hit. Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photo.

See BLUEJAYS page 15

YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!
Congratulate your graduates

as they look towards their future.
• Cost: $15.00 per picture.
The hat will be added to each picture (as shown).
• Publication Date: Thursday, May 22, 2025
• Deadline Date: Friday, May 16, 2025
• Any 2025 grad eligible. (High school, college, whatever!)

Kim Anderson
Merrill High School
We are so proud of our

honor student.
Love, Your Family

*Some names and pictures on this ad are
fictitious and are for example purposes only.

For best results, make sure the
top of the child’s head is showing
in the photo. NO HATS. All photos
will be scanned & returned. Or
you can email your photo to us.
fotonewsads@mmclocal.com

Katie Hammond
Merrill High School

We are so proud of you!
Love, hug & kisses,

Mom & Dad

Submit baby photo of your 2025 graduate with his/her name
on back, along w/payment & completed form to:

Foto News, 2011 E. Main St., Merrill, WI 54452
Or submit picture along with completed form to

fotonewsads@mmclocal.com
Graduate’s Name:
School:
Message (approx. 20-25 characters per line. 4 lines max.)

From:

I GIVE MY PERMISSION TO PUBLISH THE ENCLOSED PICTURE AND INFORMATION.

Name of person submitting info:_______________________________________

Address: _______________________ City: Zip:________

Phone #: ___________________ Signature: ____________________________

Enclose self-addressed stamped envelope if you want your picture returned or you may pick up picture at the Foto News
office after publication. If you come into the office we can scan the photo and give it back to you.

Circle one: MC VISA DIS # Exp. Date: Sec. Code:

Cash & Checks Accepted Also
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Please supply the following information for office use only.

Call for more information 715-536-7121

Do Not Email Credit Card Information
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@MetroCreative

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

SUDOKU

GARAGE SALE
KITS AVAILABLE!

GARAGE SALE
KITS AVAILABLE!
Let Garage Sale Gail help you with your next sale!

2011 E.
Main St.
Merrill

KIT INCLUDES:

ONLY $5.00

PER KIT!* *With the
purchase of a
classified ad.

• $5 off your next classi�ed coupon

23
80

59

• 140 Pricing Stickers
• Inventory Sheet
• How to Have a Successful
Garage Sale pamphlet

• 2 Signs
• 3 Balloons
• Pen
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Noah Klug being congratulated at home plate by EJ Weix after scoring
Blue Sky Photography/Peter Tesch photos.

 Erik Grunenwald applying tag after the throw from pitcher EJ Weix (in the background).

Kaiden Henrich at bat. 

the sixth and three more in the seventh to 
get to six.”

Wallin was masterful on the mound, 
tossing six shutout innings while allowing 
just four hits. Noah Klug (1.0 IP, 1 H, 1 BB) 
closed out the victory with a scoreless 
seventh.

“Cam pitched great for six innings and 
Noah came in and fi nished things up,” said 
Schultz.

Box Score:
Merrill 6 @ Onalaska 0

Patient Bluejays capitalize 
on opportunities

The Bluejays completed their impressive 
3–1 week with a victory over Waunakee in 
the second game of  Saturday’s road trip.

Merrill jumped ahead early with a run in 
the fi rst inning and consistently added to 
their lead throughout the contest.

“We picked one up in the fi rst to get 
things started and did a great job of  tacking 
on runs all game,” said Schultz. “We took 
advantage of  12 walks and six errors by 
Waunakee but did a good job with the bats 
as well.”

“Noah Klug (2.0 IP, 2 H, 2 BB) started 
on the mound and gave us two scoreless 
[innings] to start the game,” said Schultz. 
“Cooper Wendorf  (5.0 IP, 5 H, 5 R, 2 ER, 1 BB, 
3 SO) pitched fi ve strong innings after Noah 
and did a great job of  keeping Waunakee o�  
balance.” Their excellent pitching helped 
secure the win.

High scorers for the Bluejays included 
Kory Page (2 R) and Brady Norton (2 R).

Box Score:
Merrill 9 @ Waunakee 5

BLUEJAYS from page 14
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Kevin J. Blake

www.KevinBlake.�rstweber.com

(715) 204-0084

www.riversideathletic.com

Exercise should be fun!
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SPORTS
FITNESS
FRIENDS
Established
in 1981
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CLUES ACROSS
1. McCarthy acolyte Roy
5. Ancient Korean chiefdoms
10. Not soft
14. Jai __, sport
15. Philosophy
16. Do what you’re told
17. Gaffe
18. Widely known and
esteemed
19. Amusement park attraction
20. Popular comic strip Viking
22. Usually has a lid
23. American sportscaster
24. Lung �brosis
27. General’s assistant (abbr.)
30. Pouch
31. Upset
32. Partner to hem
35. Astronomy unit of
distance
37. Witch
38. Gradually disappear
39. Regions
40. Possesses
41. Body parts
42. A way to comprehend
43. Defraud
44. Sandwich type
45. Expression of
disappointment
46. Popular Dodge truck
model
47. The 17th letter of the
Greek alphabet
48. Soviet Socialist Republic
49. Songs to a beloved
52. Custom
55. Partner to cheese
56. West Indies trees
60. Member of a Semitic
people
61. Plant that originated
vegetatively
63. Squandered one’s money
64. Ethiopian river
65. Excessive �uid

accumulation in tissues
66. Acquire by one’s efforts
67. Irish goddess
68. Hungarian village
69. Cereal grasses

CLUES DOWN
1. Currency
2. Ceramic jar
3. Reagan’s Secretary of
State
4. God worshipped in Kanesh
5. One thousand cubic feet
(abbr.)
6. Semitic
7. About blood
8. Benign tumors
9. Move one’s head
10. Hours (Spanish)
11. Hebrew calendar month
12. Advise someone
13. Colors clothes
21. The sun does it
23. Concealed
25. City of Angels hoops
team (abbr.)
26. Droop

27. Away from one another
28. Challenges
29. A harsh scraping sound
32. Attaches to a wall
33. Capital of Ethiopia: __
Ababa
34. German river
36. Disappointed
37. Star Wars character Solo
38. Supervises �ying
40. Not mass-produced
41. Nonsense
43. Automobile
44. Hogshead (abbr.)
46. Soak in water
47. Flower cluster
49. Romanian city
50. A parent is often one
51. Fencing sword
52. Body part
53. Region
54. Farm building
57. Ali’s surname at birth
58. Waxy bird beak covering
59. Stiff bristles
61. VCR button
62. Small amount

©MetroCreative
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VISIT US ONLINE!
WEBSITE: merrillfotonews.com

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/merrill.fotonewsNewsFotoMERRILL
™

NewsFotoMERRILL
™
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Bluejay Trap 
Team:  A win 

and a loss
BY TINA L. SCOTT
EDITOR

The Merrill Bluejays 
Varsity Trap Team shot 
against the Rhinelander 
High School Trap Team 
in week four on Tuesday, 
April 15, 2025. The scores 
are in from Rhinelander’s 
shooters in the matchup, 
and in week four the Varsity 
Bluejays took the win 115-
101. The Bluejays also won 

at all levels of  shooting that 
week. Things were looking 
up for the team. 

In week five’s shooting, 
unfortunately the Bluejay 
Varsity shooters su�ered 
a loss to the Wausau Skeet 
& Trap Team. Wausau took 
the win 119-114. The Bluejay 
JV shooters did take a win 
in their competition, with 
Merrill winning 109-87. 
Lower levels were split for 
wins and losses.

Merrill Track & Field shows promise 
at Indoor Conference Championships

The Merrill High School Track & Field program 
competed at the recent Indoor Conference 
Championships, with both boys’ and girls’ teams 
showcasing developing talent and earning notable 
individual achievements.

“The indoor conference meet provided a great 
opportunity for our athletes to compete against some of  
the best in the conference,” said Merrill Track & Field 
Varsity Head Coach Alec Oestreich. “We saw significant 
progress from many individuals, with several athletes 
achieving strong finishes and personal bests.”

On the boys’ side, Jace Olson had a busy and successful 
day. He clocked 7.72 seconds in the 60-meter dash and 
followed it up with a 25.32-second performance in the 
200-meter dash. Olson also demonstrated his versatility 
in the field, leaping to an impressive 18 feet 9 inches in 
the long jump.

In the middle distances, Gabe Keys and Jacob Mueller 
ran competitively in the 800-meter run, finishing close 
together with times of  2:24 and 2:25, respectively. In the 
throwing events, Jax Hanson put forth a strong e�ort in 
the shot put, reaching a distance of  40 feet 1 inch.

The Merrill girls’ team also had several noteworthy 
performances. Jaz Severt placed 12th in the 60-meter 
dash with a time of  8.81 seconds. She also ran the 
200-meter dash in 29.57 seconds and cleared 4 feet 4 
inches in the high jump.

Mia Smith clocked in at 1:06 in the 400-meter dash. In 
the distance events, Charlotte Van Der Nest showed her 
endurance in the 1600-meter run, finishing in 6:29.

“The dedication and hard work they’ve put in 
throughout the indoor season are evident, and we’re 
excited to see this momentum carry into the outdoor 
track and field season,” Oestreich said.

The girls’ 4x200 meter relay team put together a 
strong race, earning a respectable 5th place with a time 
of  1:59.53. In the field events, Brenna Jirovec matched 
Severt’s height in the high jump, clearing 4 feet 4 inches, 
and also recorded a jump of  13 feet 3 inches in the long 
jump.

Maddie Robbins secured a 9th place finish in the pole 
vault, reaching a height of  8 feet 6 inches. Finally, Merin 
Yates earned a podium finish, claiming 3rd place and a 
bronze medal in the shot put with a throw of  32 feet 8 
inches.

“These results will serve as valuable experience and 
motivation as the team prepares for the outdoor season 
ahead,” Oestreich said.

Congratulations to all the Bluejay athletes on their 
e�orts!
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2025 Merrill High School
Spring Sports Schedule
2025 Merrill High School
Spring Sports Schedule

The Sports
Calendar of events
is sponsored by:

Boys Baseball (Varsity, JV, & JV2)
Thurs. May 1 Marsh�eld (JV2) Home 5:00 pm
Thurs. May 1 Marsh�eld (Varsity & JV) Away 5:00 pm
Mon. May 5 Mosinee (Varsity & JV) Home 5:00 pm
Mon. May 5 Wausau East (JV2) Away 5:00 pm
Tues. May 6 Wausau East (Varsity & JV) Home 5:00 pm
Thurs. May 8 Wausau East (Varsity & JV) Away 5:00 pm

Girls Softball (Varsity & JV)
Thurs. May 1 Wausau West (Varsity & JV) Home 4:30 pm
Mon. May 5 Marsh�eld (Varsity & JV) Away 5:00 pm
Tues. May 6 Stevens Point (Varsity & JV) Home 4:30 pm
Thurs. May 8 WI Rapids Lincoln (Varsity & JV) Away 4:30 pm

Boys Golf (Varsity & JV)
Fri. May 2 Multiple Schools (Varsity) Home 2:00 pm
Mon. May 5 WI River Golf Club (Varsity) Away 2:00 pm
Mon. May 5 Pine Valley Course (JV) Away 3:00 pm

Girls Soccer (Varsity & JV)
Thurs. May 1 Wausau East (JV) Home 5:00 pm
Thurs. May 1 Wausau East (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Fri. May 2 Crandon (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm
Mon. May 5 Lakeland Union (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Mon. May 5 Lakeland Union (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Tues. May 6 Stevens Point (JV) Away 5:00 pm
Tues. May 6 Stevens Point (Varsity) Away 7:00 pm
Thurs. May 8 Mosinee (JV) Home 5:00 pm
Thurs. May 8 Mosinee (Varsity) Home 7:00 pm

Boys Track & Field (Varsity & JV)
Tues. May 6 Stevens Point (Varsity & JV) Away 4:00 pm

Girls Track & Field (Varsity & JV)
Tues. May 6 D. C. Everest (Varsity & JV) Away 4:00 pm

Trap Team (Varsity)
High School Season Ongoing • Weekly Rounds

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Athletes highlighted in this feature
are selected by the Foto News

editorial staff, not by the sponsors.

Please direct comments
or suggestions to

fotonews@mmclocal.com 45
50
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Carter Kaminski

Congratulations from these sponsors:

Carter Kaminski, a Senior at Merrill High School (MHS), has been named Athlete of the
Week for the week of May 1, 2025. Carter is in his second year on the MHS Varsity Boys
Baseball Team, where he plays pitcher and third base. He played JV baseball during his
Freshman and Sophomore years. Carter started playing baseball at age 7 or 8, progressing
from t-ball to coach pitch, then minors and majors, before joining Babe Ruth and traveling
teams prior to high school. This year, Carter also played on the Varsity Basketball Team.
At school, Carter participates in the Youth Apprenticeship program, working part-time at
his father’s business, Sparkle Wash. In his free time, he enjoys hanging out with friends,
playing video games, basketball, and pool. Carter also golfs and goes deer hunting.
The son of Jay and Stefanie Kaminski of Merrill, Carter has a 3.0 GPA and plans to attend
Northcentral Technical College (NTC) after graduation, where he will major in business with
the possibility of working with his father’s business in the future.

Real Rewards,
Year After Year 800.369.0226 | NicoletBank.com

.00 APY

Real Rewards Checking (Real Rewards) is available for consumer deposits only. Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) is accurate as of 1/1/2023. Real Rewards is a variable rate account. Your APY may change at any time after
your account is opened, at the discretion of Nicolet National Bank. Real Rewards is a tiered rate product. If quali�cations are met for the quali�cation cycle, Tier 1: The portion of your balance that is equal to or less than $15,000
will earn 3.00% APY. Tier 2: The portion of your balance that is over $15,000 will earn 0.01% APY. The APY for Tier 2 will range from 0.40% to 3.00%, depending on the balance in your account. If quali�cations are not met for
the quali�cation cycle, your entire balance will earn 0.01% APY. You must enroll in online banking and e-statements in order to qualify. Transactions required each quali�cation cycle: At least ten posted and cleared debit card
transactions (ATM-processed transactions do not count as qualifying debit card transactions), and at least one posted and cleared direct deposit of payroll or social security. Disclosed APY assumes all interest remains on deposit.
Fees and withdrawals of interest will reduce earnings and APY. All Nicolet National Bank checking accounts are subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. See Nicoletbank.com for details. Member FDIC.

At 97 1/2 years old, Marie Skic of Merrill still loves to hunt and is a great shot. On April 21, 
2025, she shot this 24.5 pound turkey with a 9 inch beard and 1 inch spurs. 

Submitted photo.

Skic celebrates another
successful hunt




