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By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
The Hamline Midway com-

munity is mourning the loss of 
the 102-year-old pharmacy at the 
corner of Snelling and Minneha-
ha that burned to the ground on 
Friday morning, May 29, 2020.

It was part of rioting and 
looting following the murder of 
George Floyd by Minneapolis po-
lice officers earlier in the week. 
In the Midway, Big Top Liquors, 
Bole Ethiopian/Napa, Sports 
Dome, Footlocker and Great 
Clips were also destroyed by fire. 
About 170 businesses in the Mid-
way and 530 overall in the Twin 

Cities were looted causing as esti-
mated $500 million in damages. 
An estimated 67 were destroyed 
by fire, with the majority of those 
in the area covered by the Moni-
tor’s sister newspaper, the Longfel-
low Nokomis Messenger.

Lloyd’s Pharmacy and the 
Menopause Center owner Jim 
Stage plans to rebuild, spurred 
on by the wish of the commu-
nity. Right now, customers from 
Lloyd’s are being served by 
Setzer’s Pharmacy in Roseville 
(1685 Rice St., 651-488-0251). 

How to shrink the racial 
divide? Truce Center’s 
Miki Lewis shares ideas.
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Over 170 businesses 
damaged in the Midway
by fire and vandalism
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Lights On partnership 
provides repair vouchers 
instead of tickets
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LOOKING THROUGH 
EAST AFRICAN EYES

LLOYD’S, MENOPAUSE CENTER BURN TO GROUND
102-year-old pharmacy burns during 
uprising, owners forgive looters

By JAN WILLMS
Social justice has been a part 

of Artika Tyner’s life since she 
was a child. “A big piece of it was 
growing up in the Rondo com-
munity,” said Dr. Tyner, an ed-
ucator, author and advocate for 
justice.

She serves as the founding 
director of the Center on Race, 
Leadership and Social Justice 
at the University of St. Thomas 
School of Law. Dr. Tyner teaches 
leadership coursework on ethics, 
critical reflection and organiza-
tional development. Her research 
focuses on diversity/inclusion, 
community development, and 
civil rights.

Promoting l i teracy  and 
books led Dr. Tyner to gather a 
team of volunteers to meet in her 

living room and produce books 
and learning materials. 

“Promoting literacy is per-
sonal to me as an educator,” Dr. 
Tyner said. She helped found 
“Planting People, Growing Jus-
tice Leadership Institute” from 
the group that first met in her liv-
ing room.

T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s 
launched a “Leaders are Read-
ers” campaign and donated over 
1,000 copies of its book, “Justice 
Makes a Difference: The Story of 
Miss Freedom Fighter, Esquire,” 
a children’s book on leadership 
and social justice. It has partnered 
with local retailers and donated 
over 1,500 children’s books and 
cases of school supplies.

According to Dr. Tyner, the 
organization has inspired over 

5,000 children around the world 
through its school visits and has 
established a social enterprise 
model to sell books and raise 
funds to donate books to chil-
dren in need.

“Planting People, Growing 
Justice Leadership Institute” has 
a mission to plant seeds of social 
change through education, train-
ing and community outreach.  

“Only 32 percent of Minne-
sota’s African American children 
are reading at grade levels by the 
time they reach fourth grade,” 
Dr. Tyner said. “Not reading at 
grade level at this point increases 
the likelihood of dropping out 
of school by four times. This also 
drastically increases the likeli-
hood of future incarceration.”

Not ahead of her time, but changing things now
Local educator and author Artika Tyner started her own 
publishing company when told people of color don’t read

NOT AHEAD OF HER TIME  >> 10

LLOYD’S BURNS >> 6

Midway resident Beverly Jones has bought medicine at Lloyd’s Pharmacy since the 1970s, when they delivered to her 
home. A few of her kids worked there, as well. “This is a death here, it really is,” she said on Friday, May 29 as she looked 
over the damage. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Firefighters were called at about 10 p.m. on Thursday, May 28 to the corner 
of Minnehaha and Snelling, but weren’t able to save the building. Owner Jim 
Stage plans to rebuild, but estimates it will take one year. (Photo by Rich Trout )

School board chair
dies of COVID19

M a r n y  X i o n g , 
31, the St. Paul 
S c h o o l  B o a r d 
Chair,  died on 
Sunday, June 7 of 
COVID-19. Xiong 
is the sister-in-
law of Ward 1 Council Member Dai 
Thao. “Marny will be remembered 
as an inspiring community organiz-
er, a courageous leader and a fierce 
champion for education, gender eq-
uity, and racial justice,” according 
to Thao. “She was a selfless public 
servant who made the community’s 
problems her duty to solve. To those 
who knew her, Marny was more than 
a loving daughter, aunt, niece, cous-
in, a devoted friend, and sister. She 
was beautiful; she was a book of 
generosity and fire.”

Artika Tyner and the Planting Peo-
ple, Growing Justice Board is offering 
ebooks free of charge on Amazon in 
order to support youth in their leader-
ship development journey. The Justice 
Makes a Difference activity ebook is 
also free of charge. (Photo submitted)
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Next deadline Aug. 28. 
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By JAM WILLMS
In his recently published 

book, “The Torture Doctors: 
Human Rights Crimes and the 
Road to Justice,” Steven Miles, 
MD, explores the paths of phy-
sicians who stray from their 
Hippocratic Oath and collabo-
rate with dictatorships as well as 
democracies across the world to 
mete out pain and suffering.

Miles, who brings extensive 
research to his book, describes 
how medical professionals can 
prescribe torture methods that 
leave no marks, determine how 
much suffering an individual can 
endure and still remain alive, 
and how torture doctors have the 
power to falsify death certificates.

A professor emeritus of med-
icine and bioethics at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Medical School, 
Miles previously managed the 
Doctors Who Torture Account-
ability Project and is a past pres-
ident of the American Society of 

Bioethics and Humanities.
As a long-time teacher of 

medical ethics, Miles reflected in 
a recent interview on whether the 
subject is emphasized enough for 
medical students.

“It is adequate for death and 
dying, inadequate on contracep-
tive and reproductive rights, and 
inadequate on how the structure 
and personnel of the health care 
system contribute to class and 
race disparities,” he said.

As he writes about the tor-
ture doctors, he describes horren-
dous cases of man’s inhumani-
ty to man, and yet these doctors 
seem able to push aside their 
ethics for what they consider pa-
triotism and support of their gov-
ernment. 

Miles said his research has 
shown that these doctors vary in 
their response to their own ac-
tions following a war or domes-
tic revolution. 

“Most justify their actions as 

necessary or patriotic,” he said. 
“A few authentically atone. Some 
are badly damaged with PTSD or 
depression.” His research follows 
the early Nazi doctors to doctors 
in more recent wars and revo-
lutions in South America, Afri-
ca, and Europe and to the “en-
hanced interrogations” by the 
United States after 9-11.

Miles said he has inter-
viewed torture doctors, but can-
not comment on it because the 
proceeding is still ongoing.

Miles said in working on 
“The Torture Doctors,” he spent 
1.8 percent of his time writing 
and fact checking, .2 percent in 

THE TORTURE DOCTORS 
Medical ethics professor documents worldwide problem in book

Does he see any hope for change? “I 
think so,” stated Steven Miles. “De-
spite the rise of autocracies, human 
rights activism is also increasing. So-
cial media has exposed torture in sev-
eral countries with regime changing 
effects.” (Photo by Jan Willms)

AFFORDABLE ADS  Classifieds: $1/word

TORTURE DOCTORS   >> 3
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Our doors may be closed but
God is still working

Let us know how we can pray for you.
Until we can worship together in person
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production and 98 percent in 
research. “This book took seven 
years to write, on top of about 
four years for a preceding book, 
‘Oath Betrayed,’ on U.S. torture 
doctors alone.  That earlier book 
gave me a foundation for this 
one.”

Why isn’t profession holding 
these doctors accountable?

The accountability of tor-
ture doctors is a topic that Miles 
has thoroughly investigated. He 
suggests in his book that human 
rights activists have pressed more 
strongly than medical associa-
tions or criminal justice systems 
to hold torture doctors account-
able for their actions. He claims 
this is clearly still true. “The 
major national and international 
medical associations and crim-
inal justice systems pay virtual-
ly no attention to either holding 
torture doctors accountable or 
suggesting to subsidiary groups 
(such as licensing boards, profes-
sional associations or even clini-
cal facilities) their potential role 

in accountability.”
As far as what part an in-

dependent press can play in ex-
posing the behavior of torture 
doctors, Miles said, “The roles of 
journalism should be to illumi-
nate the problem of torture doc-
tors, highlight the need for ac-
countability, document impunity 
and publicize credible work of 
human rights activists identifying 
torture doctors.”

Torture in the U.S.
Miles said torture is illegal 

in the U.S. prison system. “But 
there are events that the medical 
personnel participate in that are 
torture,” Miles explained

“The medical participation 
in the drugging, restraining and 
non-vaccination of children in 
ICE prisons is often highlight-
ed,” he said. “Another is phy-
sician oversight of prisoners in 
prolonged solitary confinement.  
Those doctors note without pro-
test the psychological destruction 
of prisoners, an event the Unit-
ed Nations and other human 
rights groups define as torture. 

Again, impunity for the doctors 
is norm.”

Does he see any hope for 
change?

Miles has devoted much of 
his life to researching and writ-
ing about the global problem 
of doctors participating in pain, 
suffering and dehumanization of 
individuals at the behest of their 
governments, with very few of 
these doctors ever being brought 
to justice. Does he see any hope 
for change?

“I think so,” Miles stated. 
“Despite the rise of autocracies, 
human rights activism is also 
increasing. Social media has ex-
posed torture in several countries 
with regime changing effects.”

He sees some optimism 
through his research that the in-
ternational human rights com-
munity and the medical commu-
nity can come together to end  
the atrocities perpetrated by the 
torture doctors.

His book is currently avail-
able on Amazon and at Barnes 
and Noble.

By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
The civil unrest that fol-

lowed the murder of George 
Floyd is unlike anything most 
Twin Cities residents have ex-
perienced or imagined. For the 
East African community that 
has made Minnesota their home 
however, it is all too familiar for 
those of a certain age.

Mahmud Kanyare lives in 
the Midway neighborhood and 
has run a program called Youth 
& Family Circle since 2012. He 
said, “We serve East African fam-
ilies across the metro area. Many 
of them are under-resourced, vul-
nerable, and tend to ‘fall through 
the cracks’ for a number of rea-
sons.”

The clients he sees are break-
ing under the combined stress of 
the pandemic and the recent un-
rest in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
Kanyare said, “Our organiza-
tion is one of the few in Ramsey 
County that is fighting for cultur-
ally appropriate resources for the 
families we serve.”

Ramsey County is home to 
a large East African community. 
According to Kanyare, the key 
components his organization is 
addressing right now are food in-
security, coping with trauma, and 
addressing racial equity through 
collaborative efforts.

The majority of East African 
people are Muslim, and most 
of the food they eat is certified 
halal. Halal is an Arabic word 
that means “permissible.” In 
terms of food, it means food that 
is permissible according to Islam-
ic law. They cannot eat pork, any 
food product to which gelatin 
has been added (because it often 
contains pork), and certain cuts 
of other meats. This can make it 
difficult to receive culturally ap-
propriate food assistance.

In East African families with 
male heads-of-household in their 
50s and 60s, the men tend to be 
the wage earners and they often 
have limited English skills. Kan-
yare said, “Many of these men 
lost their jobs when the pandem-
ic began – and most were not 
successful in applying for un-
employment benefits. Youth & 
Family Circle is partnering with 
an organization called The Food 
Group this week to make cultur-

ally appropriate groceries avail-
able to an estimated 500 East Af-
rican families. This will help in 
the short-term. Drivers are need-
ed on an ongoing basis to help 
bring food to families who don’t 
have transportation. 

Large numbers of Somalians 
began arriving in Minnesota in 
the 1990s, fleeing the violence 
of the Civil War in their country. 
Kanyare said, “During the Civil 
War, no matter where you lived 
in Somalia there was unrest. His 
own family fled from Somalia 
to Pakistan in 1995, where they 
waited five years before being ad-
mitted to the U.S. 

Many East African commu-
nity members are experiencing 
trauma from being exposed to 
the fires, looting, and civil unrest 
following George Floyd’s death 
on May 25. It is a painful re-
minder of the violence they tried 
to leave behind. 

Youth and Family Circle is 
scrambling to set up an online 
education forum that can help 
address the fear and frustration 
people are feeling. Kanyare and 
his staff will eventually each take 
a group of 20 families and work 
with them online throughout the 
week: moms, dads, and kids all 
together. 

He said, “We hope to offer 
them a calm, peaceful conver-
sation – but there are technical 
hurdles to overcome, as many of 
our East African families don’t 
have access to computers or in-
ternet service. It is a work in 
progress.”

The Quran is the central reli-
gious text of Islam, and contains 
a passage that rings true to these 
times: “Whoever kills one human 
being innocently, it is as if he has 
killed all of humanity.” 

Through East African eyes, 
there is deep solidarity with Af-
rican Americans in this strug-
gle and there is anger. Kanyare 
said, “We have seen throughout 
the years how African Ameri-
cans have been shot or abused 
by some members of the police. 
When is it going to stop? One 
can only be patient for so long.”

For more information about 
Youth & Family Circle or to make 
a donation of time or money, 
visit www.yfcmn.org.

* Editor’s note: Check our 
web site for articles in this series 
published between editions of the 
newspaper at www.monitorsaint-
paul.com. The series focuses on 
letting people tell their stories as 
it relates to the uprising following 
George Floyd’s death. 

THROUGH EAST AFRICAN EYES
Unrest painful reminder of violence immigrants left behind

TIP: Get word out about your GoFundMe 
and talk about how you’re rebuilding and fixing 
your business up so the community knows how 
to support you.

TORTURE DOCTORS >> from 2

Youth & Family Circle Eexecutive Director Mahmud Kanyare helps during a 
food give-away for hundreds of East African families at the Al-Ihsan Islamic 
Center in Frogtown on June 8, 2020. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)
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News for you!

Without question, 
t h e s e  p a s t  f e w 
weeks have been 

some of the most stressful and 
difficult days in the history of 
the Midway. Following the hor-
rific murder of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis, civil unrest came 
to the Midway. We saw build-
ings burn to the ground, and 
unease fall over our community 
as suspicious vehicles drove on 
our streets during our temporary 
curfew and sirens blared in the 
background. 

But the Midway is strong, 
and full of pride. After a loud 
and destructive Thursday night, 
Friday morning saw so many 
coming to University Avenue to 
help clean that the initial clean-

up was already complete be-
fore noon and people were seen 
walking with a broom and noth-
ing to do. At the Midway Cham-
ber, we have fielded several calls 
from near and far asking how to 
help. For some, they specifical-
ly ask if their skill set or compa-
ny specialty can assist- such as 
the person who bakes pies and 
wanted to give them to business 
owners, or a company like Aspen 
Waste who donated the use of a 
dumpster for used plywood. 

People directly impacted are 
asked multiple times a day what 
they need. And the answer can 
change by the day too. While 
they needed cleanup assistance 
only for a short while, they then 
needed help boarding up the 
windows. While the volunteer-

ing opportunity may change, 
there will continue to be a need 
for volunteer help as well as do-
nations. Here are some ways to 
help.

Donate Food. Many food 
shelves are taking donations, in-
cluding Community Emergency 
Service, Keystone Community 
Services, Open Hands Midway 
and Midway YMCA. Many of 
these food drives are also looking 

for volunteers. 
Donate Funds. Businesses 

and nonprofits will need support 
as they rebuild and every little 
bit helps. There are many funds 
set up for donations, including:

• We Love Midway/We Love 
Saint Paul A fund established by 
the Midway Chamber, Saint Paul 
Area Chamber and Saint Paul 
Downtown Alliance

• Midway United estab-
lished by the Neighbors United 
Collaborative Fund, an initiative 
serving the Hamline Midway and 
Union Park neighborhoods. 

• African Economic Devel-
opment Solutions/Little Africa 
has a fund created to “rebuild 
African immigrant businesses in 
Minnesota”

• Asian Economic Develop-
ment Association is raising funds 
for “Asian businesses harmed by 
the unrests”

If your building or business 
has been damaged, do you know 
what to do? For many business 
owners, they needed a few days 
to process it all and think about 
next steps. There are restoration 
companies nearby who can help, 
including Paul Davis Restoration, 
Restoration Professionals and 
Steamatic of the Twin Cities. If 
you are looking for more tips on 
what to do and what to be think-
ing about, the Midway Cham-
ber did a virtual meeting called 
“Your Business Was Damaged- 
What Do You Do Now?” and can 
be found on our website, along 
with other resources, at midway-
chamber.com/member-relief. 

Now more than ever is the 
time to check in with neighbors 
and others in our community 
to see if they need anything. To-
gether, we will all help rebuild a 
strong Midway.

Newspapers have your 
back. We really do. 
Now more than ever, 

local is important. Who is open? 
Who is sick? Who is helping oth-
ers? Who can you turn to for in-
spiration and encouragement?

As small businesses take a 
hit, we’re working to keep bring-
ing you trustworthy, relevant and 
local news. It’s not a job we take 
lightly, but is one that is vital to 
keeping our democracy strong. 
But as businesses are affected, 
so are we because our revenue 
stream is directly tied to theirs in 
a symbiotic relationship. When 
they succeed, so do we; and 
when other businesses suffer, our 
small, family-owned business 
follows along the same path.

Last month, we put out the 
call for help to support our ef-
forts, and we’re so very grateful 
for those who have sent in dona-
tions to our voluntary pay drive.  
Some of the letters have moved 
me to tears, so I thought I’d share 
a few of them.

Notes that have made our day 
in our virtual office

Dear Editor:
I have been meaning to write 

you for some time now since 
reading about your purchase of 
the paper. I really enjoy getting 
the paper and value its coverage 
of our community - the paper 
isn't recycled at our house until 
I've had a chance to read through 
it, often tearing out articles about 
organizations, issues, or events in 
our community that I would like 

to further explore. I've noticed 
the change in coverage since you 
became owner/editor and I really 
appreciate the paper's significant 
focus on the environment/na-
ture/climate change and our role 
in it, and the features of inspiring 
individuals/organizations doing 
amazing things in our commu-
nity. 

It's always a bright spot in 
my day when I see it at my door, 
and as I work during the day, it's 
often a "can't wait to read" treat 
for the evening.

I don't know anything about 
the newspaper business, but I can 
imagine that it can be daunting 
in this day and age. Kudos to you 
for taking it on – I really admire 
that and wish you and the paper 
all the best!

Jane Stockman

Dear Editor:
Happy "belated" World Press 

Day! I am deeply grateful for the 
work of you and your remarkable 
staff as you cover and highlight 
"our world."

Thank you.  Thank you. 
Thank you.

Please use the enclosed con-
tribution for any purpose you 
deem appropriate.

Judith Coggins

What’s Open, 2020 Grads
These generous donations 

will help cover the expenses of 
printing and delivering a free 
newspaper to over 21,000 homes 
with another 4,000 delivered via 
bulk drops at local businesses. 
(See form on page 5 to make a do-

nation and enter in a prize draw-
ing for some fantastic gift certificates 
from local businesses.)

We are the only paper that 
goes to each and every door in 
the neighborhood, making sure 
that everyone, regardless of race, 
religion, gender, age, socio-eco-
nomic status or disability receives 
a paper. With deep roots in the 
neighborhood, the Monitor is a 
great direct marketing tool for 
businesses as we get in the hands 
of local residents – who clip out 
ads and articles and save them 
on their refrigerators. We enjoy 
and value that partnership and 
synergy.

We’ve launched a few excit-
ing new projects recently as we 
seek to support and give back 
to our community. The What’s 
Open page on our web site 
(www.MonitorSaintPaul.com) 
offers free listings for businesses 
to let customers know how and 
when they can do businesses with 
them. Those who want to stand 
out with more details and deals 
can opt for a premium listing.

The 2020 Grads web page 
gives parents a place to honor 
and recognize their graduates. 

The class of 2020 has it tough, 
and we want to help you do 
something special for them. Rave 
about your grad from kindergar-
ten, grade 5, grade 8, high school 
and college/tech school with 
a free photo and listing of their 
sports, honors and activities. We 
want to hear all about it! Make a 
bigger splash with family photos, 
highlights and more in a premi-
um listing – and ask family mem-
bers and friends to contribute.

It’s not necessarily an easy 
time to buy ads, and when folks 
are cutting their budgets they 
may consider slashing their mar-
keting funds. But what history 
has shown us is that those who 
stay the course in times of crisis 
stay in front of their customers 
and don’t lose market share to 
their competitors. 

Let your customers know if 
you’re selling online or doing de-
livery through ads in the Monitor. 
Share the stories of how you’re 
involved in the community. Take 
this time to connect with your 
customers and reward loyalty. 
You’ll reap the rewards now and 
in the future.

“In good times, people want 
to advertise. In bad times, they 
must advertise,” said Bruce Bar-
ton, an American writer, advertis-
ing executive, and politician who 
lived from 1886 to 1967. It was 
true during the crises of the 20th 
century, and it’s true during this 
pandemic.

I’d love to hear more about how 
you’re connecting and managing 
through the COVID-19 pandemic 
and following the protests. Email, 
reach out on Facebook or Instagram, 
or send me a lovely letter through 
our valuable United States Postal 
Service.

By TESHA M. 
CHRISTENSEN, 
Owner & Editor
Tesha@MonitorSaintPaul.com

Too 
much 
coffee

Thanks for supporting your local newspaper

Rebuilding a strong Midway

By CHAD KULAS, 
Midway Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Director 
chad@midwaychamber.com

Building a 
stronger 
Midway

COMMENTARY

Do not look away
by DR. RONALD BELL, 
Camphor Memorial United 
Methodist Church pastor

My city is burning, but not 
in the way the media is showing. 
Did you see the fire, not the one 
burning down the precinct but 
the one burning in the hearts of 
the wounded in my community? 
The grieving mothers and grand-
mothers recalling the voice of our 
dear brother George Floyd, as he 
called for his mother, while taking 
his last breath. The burning of the 
hearts of we who wept, when our 
governmental leaders refused to 
arrest the murderer of this wicked 
and inhumane deed. Did you see 
that fire?  

... You must have witnessed 
the looting? Not the ones the cam-
eras and social media love to ex-
ploit, but instead the looting of 
our human rights. The looting of 
our constitutional rights as citi-
zens. The looting of our commu-
nities for decades by corporations 
for greed. Did you see that looting?

I think you were so busy look-
ing for a riot that you missed the 
gathering of the grieving. I think 
you were so busy looking for loot-
ers that you missed the lament and 
heartbreak of a community. I think 
you were so busy looking for trou-
ble that you missed the tragedy of 
systemic racialized trauma on the 
bodies of black and brown people. 
Tonight, tomorrow, and even the 
next day I beg of you, look again. 
Look again. 

This is an excerpt. Read the en-
tire essay at www.drronbell.com/.
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We are grateful for those who have our back in this important time. 
The list is long, but we want to thank our first responders and front-line workers, 
including those who bring your monthly newspaper to your doorstep.

Especially in these critical times, newspapers have your back.
COVID-19 is a national story that is impacting you at home and at work. Your local newspaper is keeping you in-
formed with current events in your neighborhood and is bringing communities together in these challenging times. 
From the actions your local government is taking, to lists of local stores that are delivering and tips on what do to 
when you're at home, your local newspaper is committed to bringing you the news you need, when you need it.

5139 34th Ave. S. #17097, Minneapolis, MN 55417 | 612-345-9998
www.longfellownokomismessenger.com | tesha@longfellownokomismessenger.com
www.monitorsaintpaul.com | tesha@monitorsaintpaul.com

VOLUNTARY PAY DRIVE
Support your neighborhood newspaper during these challenging times for our advertising base. 
Help us continue delivering to your front door as we have for 45 years, and keep the future strong 
for the trustworthy, relevant and local news you need. Donate online or via mail.

NAME:__________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                    

ADDRESS:_ ______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE:  ____________________________________ EMAIL:_ _____________________________________ 	

Please write your check out to TMC Publications or donate online at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com.

$24___________ $50___________ $100___________$500_ __________$1000_________ $5000___________

Donate for a chance to win:
* Week 5, May 31-June 6: $20 at Urban Growler

* Week 6, June 7-13: $20 at GINKGO Coffeehouse

* Week 7, June 14-20: Membership at Defining You

* Week 8, June 21-27:
  $20 at Urban Forage Winery and Cider House

# in Household: ______________
Age/s: q 0-19   q 20-99   q 30-44   q 45-64   q 65+

The Monitor needs your help to keep publishing.
Support your local newspaper today.

Rebuild Repair Recycle

By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
It’s been nearly four years 

since African American motor-
ist Philando Castile was shot 
and killed by a St. Anthony po-
lice officer. In the 14 years since 
he started driving, Castile was 
pulled over by law enforcement 
46 times for alleged violations. 
On the night of his death, Cas-
tile was stopped because he re-
sembled a suspect in an armed 
robbery that had taken place four 
days earlier, and because he had 
a broken tail light.

On the day Castile’s shooter 
was acquitted of all charges, Don 
Samuels was in a board meeting. 
Samuels is the CEO of a South 
Minneapolis-based nonprofit 
called MicroGrants. Since 2006, 
MicroGrants has partnered with 
local organizations to promote 
self-sufficiency for lower income 
people. 

According to Samuels, “As a 
board, our plate was already com-
pletely full – but we felt we had to 
do something extra. We reached 
out to our more than 50 partner 
agencies and said, ‘If any of your 
clients has a head light, tail light, 
or brake light that needs fixing, 
we’ll help them get it fixed.’ Some-
one suggested the idea of police 
officers handing out repair vouch-
ers instead of tickets.”

M i c r o G r a n t s  h a s  a 
long-standing relationship with 
Bobby and Steve’s Auto World, 

who operate eight auto shops 
across the metro area. They 
agreed to do the car repairs at 
cost, with reimbursement provid-
ed by MicroGrants.

Samuels said, “Bobby and 
Steve’s Columbia Heights loca-
tion was the first to participate. 
I did the math and figured we 
could cover the whole metro 
area for $100,000. This program 
is funded by donations, not tax 
dollars.”

He added, “I called 20 police 
precincts in our metro area, and 
19 of them said, ‘Yes.’ We print-
ed out our own vouchers, two 
vouchers side by side on a sheet 
of regular computer paper.”

The program grew over time, 
but it was clear that a funding 
boost was needed to move it be-
yond what MicroGrants could 
support. In 2018, the Chica-
go-based Joyce Foundation do-
nated $100,000 to fully imple-
ment the program and hire a 
Lights On staff person. Between 
March-December 2019, the pro-
gram went from operating in 20 
Minnesota cities/counties to 65. 

Fast forward to February of 
this year. Samuels said, “We’re 
currently working with police 
departments in 93 cities/coun-
ties, and also expanding into 
tribal lands/reservations. We ask 
out-state participating police 
precincts to find service provid-
ers because they know their own 

communities. Service providers 
are required to sign an agreement 
that they won’t up-sell parts and 
labor.”

Giving help, not lectures
Lights On takes a pro-ac-

tive approach to getting minor 
car repairs done. Previously, if a 
car light was out and the owner 
couldn’t afford to fix it (or didn’t 
know it was broken), a cycle of 
fines and penalties had the po-
tential to upend a life – all start-
ing with a broken $5 bulb. 

Now if a motorist is pulled 
over for a non-functioning car 
light, they will be issued a repair 
voucher for up to $250 to cover a 
new bulb, mounting, and wiring. 
Repairs above $250 are the car 
owner’s responsibility – but the 

average repair cost, according to 
Samuels, is about $50.

The police officer will ad-
vise the driver where to go for 
the repair. Vouchers are issued to 
all drivers, regardless of race or 
income. Exceptions to a vouch-
er being issued are when equip-
ment violations result in a crash, 
or when a driver had an out-
standing warrant. 

Samuels said, “The money 
is very helpful, but it’s the in-
teraction with the officer that is 
healing. We want this to be a gift. 
This effort is aimed at improv-
ing police-community relations, 
and making streets safer for ev-
erybody by having more cars in 
good repair. Officers are being in-
structed to give a voucher, not a 
lecture.” 

Steven Anderson is a senior 
commander with the St. Paul Po-
lice Department. He said, “I hav-
en’t heard any negative feedback 
with regard to this program. By 
most accounts, drivers receiving 
vouchers are getting the necessary 
repairs done.”

“Obviously, with the current 
Covid-19 national response, traf-
fic-related contacts are greatly di-
minished. When we were operat-
ing normally, the program was a 
great tool. It allowed our officers 
to build bridges within the com-
munities we serve.”

Samuels concluded, “I feel 
really proud that Lights On came 
out of Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
and will likely become a national 
program in a couple of years. It 
makes Philando Castile’s death 
not be entirely in vain. With our 
partners, we’ve been able to take 
a situation where there has been 
a lot of mutual discomfort, even 
tragedy, and turn it into some-
thing positive.” 

For more information, go to 
wwwlightsonus.org or call 612-
220-8174. 

Community partnership provides repair vouchers instead of tickets 
Program offers healing interactions with police

Keep those car lights in working order! Previously, a broken head light, tail light, 
or brake light could spark a downward economic spiral that, for some, brought 
on multiple tickets, confrontations with law enforcement, and even vehicle im-
poundment. Lights On has the potential to disrupt that downward spiral, and 
transform hostility into helpfulness. To date, almost 2,000 Lights On vouchers 
have been issued in Minnesota. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

“Having dependable 

transportation is essential 

to moving people out 

of poverty.” 

~ Don Samuels

PRIZE DRAWING WINNERS MAY 3-30: Urban Growler: Karen Solas, GINKGO Coffeehouse: Amy Marga, 
Defining You Pilates and Fitness: Arty & Coleen Dorman, Urban Forage Winery & Cider House: Sherry Livingston & Jim Lundy CONGRATULATIONS!
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By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
Ron Johnson was working 

at Target when he heard Lloyd’s 
Pharmacy was for sale in 1974. 

He headed to the longtime 
pharmacy at Snelling and Min-
nehaha to meet Lloyd Jensen, the 
25-year owner. 

“He was one of the nicest 
people I’d ever met,” recalled 
Johnson, who is 74 years old 
now. “Thoughtful.” It didn’t take 
Johnson long to decide to buy 
the business.

Johnson sought to be a good 
asset to the neighborhood as 
Lloyd had, and Florian Ritschel 
had before him.

The son of German immi-
grants opened Florian’s Pharma-
cy in 1918 after purchasing the 
building at 720 Snelling in Ham-
line, Minn. It had been built in 
1914 and previously housed a 
millinery shop. “He was the kind 
of guy who ran a lot of different 
promotions,” recalled Johnson.

Lloyd purchased the phar-
macy in 1949, renaming it.

When Johnson bought it, he 
never thought of changing the 
name. Everyone knew Lloyd and 
respected him.

Johnson worked to keep the 
store as Lloyd had, greeting all of 
his customers by name. “There’s 
a huge difference between the 
business at Target and Lloyd’s,” 
observed Johnson. “Lloyd’s cus-
tomers are really special people.”

Although Johnson grew to 
own six pharmacies in St. Paul, 
Rochester,  and Arden Hills 
(where he lived), he always 
worked out of the Lloyd’s loca-
tion. For a time, Lloyd continued 
to live in the apartment above 
the store, coming down to chat 
with former customers. Florian 
dropped by, too.

Johnson started as the phar-
macist at the store with one 
other staff member, and his wife 
helped out on the weekends 
when she wasn’t working as a 
school speech therapist.

At one time, there were 
about 10 independent pharma-
cies along Snelling, Johnson 
pointed out, and hundreds in St. 
Paul. Today, there are very few, 
and Lloyd’s is one of the only 
still compounding medications 
there on site.

It was important to him to 
keep it as an independent phar-
macy.

“Lloyd’s Pharmacy has been 
a great part of the community, 
and I’d like to see it stay that 
way,” said Johnson. He sold the 
pharmacy in 2014 to his head 
pharmacist, Jim Stage.

One of his former staff 
members called Johnson on 
Thursday, May 28, 2020 to let 
him know the store had been 
looted. He discovered the next 
morning that it had also been 
set on fire and burned to the 
ground.

In his grief, he held onto 
what his son said to him. “‘The 
lumber, the wood is gone, but 
you still have the memories.’ That 
was an important time in my 
life,” said Johnson about the 40 
years he spent at the pharmacy.

Four owners in 102 years
• Florian Ritschel: 31 years, 

1918-1949
• Lloyd Jenson: 25 years, 

1949-1974
• Ron Johnson: 40 years, 

1974-2014
• Jim Stage: 2014-present

Ron Johnson remembers Lloyd’s LLOYD’S, MENOPAUSE 
CENTER BURN TO GROUND
They’re also seeing customers 
from other pharmacies that were 
damaged.

Lloyd’s to set up temporary
location in Midway 

Stage also owns Setzer’s, and 
was among the 20 staff mem-
bers from Lloyd’s and Setzer’s 
working out of that location on 
Thursday, June 4 when he spoke 
with the Monitor via phone. Un-
fortunately, with the loss of the 
compounding lab on the second 
floor of Lloyd’s, pharmacists are 
not able to do any compound-
ing right now, according to Stage. 
Customers using this service 
came from across Minnesota and 
Wisconsin.

He is working to set up a 
temporary location in the Mid-
way for Lloyd’s and hopes to 
have that up and running soon.  
He was waiting for his comput-
er records system to be recreat-
ed on Thursday, but pointed out 
that his longtime staff know their 
customers so well that they were 
working with them to fill orders 
earlier in the week.

‘Police never came’
It started as a regular day 

on Thursday, May 28. Stage had 
bought the staff lunch from 
Checkerboard Pizza, and while 
picking it up the staff member 
saw CVS Pharmacy being looted 
across the street.

He returned to the pharma-
cy, alerted Stage, and they began 
locking the door between cus-
tomers. At 3:15, they made the 
decision to close for the day. 
In hindsight, Stage wishes they 
would have grabbed the server 
and other items. The Menopause 
Center staff member at the back 
of the building also left.

At about 4:30 p.m., people 
began to break in and loot the 
store. Based on surveillance foot-
age, Stage estimates that 100-150 
people vandalized the store. 

“The police never came,” 
Stage said. “That still baffles me. 
There was no help. They had to 
protect Alliance Field and all the 
big things, I guess.”

At about 10/10:30 p.m., the 
fire was set and firefighters re-
sponded.  

Stage didn’t realize how 
badly the building was damaged 
until Friday morning at 7 a.m. 
The fire department had lev-
eled the building in so that the 
fire didn’t spread. Up until then, 
Stage had thought they could fix 
the existing structure.

“When I drove up to it on 
Friday morning, I was pretty dev-
astated,” said Stage. A week later, 
Stage views the complete destruc-
tion as “almost a relief from God. 
We would have probably had to 
rebuild the whole main level and 
[the building] might have needed 
to go anyway.”

Stage doesn’t know who set 
the fire or why.

“It doesn’t matter the rea-
son,” said Stage. “We forgive the 
people who did it.”

At first, he wondered what to 
do next, and he’s been buoyed 
up by the care and concern mem-
bers of the community have 
shown. They’ve told him how 
much the pharmacy means to 
them and that they don’t want it 
to go away, but are pushing him 
to rebuild.

A  GoFundMe page  had 
raised  over $100,000 as of press 
time. “The community has been 
great,” said Stage. “It’s really 
amazing to me, my wife and our 
five kids. With God’s help, we’ll 
be able to do it. We know it is a 
tall order.”

Stage has also been encour-
aged by his staff of just under 40 
people, who want to continue 
working at Lloyd’s and have risen 
up to help figure out details for 
customers despite the loss of re-
cords immediately after the fire.

“It’s a beautiful thing. That’s 
what encourages me,” said Stage. 
“I was devastated, but my em-
ployees have shown the resolve 
and so many people want the 
pharmacy rebuilt. It inspires me 
and gives me motivation.”

 
Lloyd’s serves 8,000 customers

Stage grew up in the Midway 
and graduated from Concordia 
Academy in Roseville class of 
2000. His uncle suggested he 
might enjoy a career in phar-
macy because he liked science 
and math, so he tried it out and 
agreed. He earned his degree 
from North Dakota State Uni-
versity and interned at Lloyd’s. 
His first job was at CVS as there 
wasn’t an opening at Lloyd’s, but 
after two years Lloyd’s owner Ron 
Johnson called him up and asked 
if he’d like to work as a phar-
macist at his Rochester location. 
Stage moved the family down 
and worked at Hunt’s Pharmacy 
for three years, but he wanted to 
return to the Midway area. 

“I learned a lot about inde-
pendent pharmacies,” Stage re-
called, and he realized he want-
ed to own and operate his own. 
When a position opened up at 
Lloyd’s in December 2011, he re-
turned.

LLOYD’S BURNS   >> from 1

The Menopause Center had switched to telemedicine appoint-
ments due to the coronavirus, and appointments continue to be 
available Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Contact the cen-
ter at 651-698-0891 or www.menopausemn.com.(For more details 
on the center, read the article featured in the March 2020 edition of the 
Monitor.)

“The Menopause Center of Minnesota, and Lloyd’s Pharmacy, 
have great hope for an expeditious rebuild and recovery from the 
loss of not just our building (720 Snelling Ave. N. which the Meno-
pause Center shared through the 1576 Minnehaha Ave. W. entrance) 
but the immediate livelihood of those directly affected,” stated Ad-
vanced Practice Registered Nurse/Certified Nurse Midwife Catherine 
Mascari.

“The ugly wound in the death of Mr. Floyd, along with the 
painful and senseless destruction, rioting and looting, is in need of 
both righteousness and healing for our community, along with so 
many other communities. Our determination is strong and steadfast 
to persevere through these tragic and difficult times.”  

Menopause Center: determined to perserve

LLOYD’S BURNS >> 7

Historical photos of Lloyd’s. (Photos courtesy of Minnesota Historical Society)

Lloyd’s Pharmacy in 1985, during the 
40 years it was owned by Ron John-
son. Johnson sold the pharmacy to Jim 
Stage in 2014. Johnson is grieving the 
loss of the building where he spent so 
many years fulfilling prescriptions for 
local residents, but he’s grateful he 
still has his memories. He started off 
running the store with one other staff 
person and his wife on the weekends. 
When he took over, Lloyd still lived 
in the second floor apartment above 
the store and dropped in to chat with 
customers. (Photos courtesy of Ron 
Johnson)

By midday on Friday, May 29, only a pile of rubble remained of the building 
that housed a 102-year-old pharmacy. Many residents stopped by to pay tribute 
and mourn the loss. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)
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In 2014, at age 33, Stage 
purchased the pharmacy and its 
building. Much of running the 
business has been learned as he 

goes. “If you wait until you’re 
ready, you’ll never do it,” Stage 
observed.

He bought Setzer’s in Rose-
ville from Gary Raines in 2017. 
The two stores have operated 

independently. He also owned 
Schneider Drug off University 
but sold it to CVS last year. 

It’s a tough time for inde-
pendent pharmacies, according 
to Stage, because of Pharmacist 
Benefit Managers (PBR). “They’ve 
been brutal to us,” Stage said. 
“They manipulate the market.”

Pharmacies are punished if 

customers don’t refill their pre-
scriptions on time and money 
they were paid is pulled back, 
so a business owner never fully 
knows what their income will be, 
he explained. 

Because of its compounding 
work, Lloyd’s income has been 
steadier. The store serves 8,000 
people, and about 15% of the 

work is compounding.
“The goal is to serve the 

community, and get back into 
business and fill people’s pre-
scriptions that are needed on 
a daily basis,” said Stage. “As a 
business owner, I’m just called to 
forgive. I’m thankful no one was 
hurt and we can move on.”

Design • Patios • Retaining Walls • Gardens • Lawns  • Call us at 612-724-5454 for a free consultation. 

MinnehahaFallsLandscape.com
Minnehaha Falls Landscaping creates outdoor 
environments that grow beauty, and support 
health and wellness. From this foundation 
grows our garden division, Giving Tree 
Gardens and our advocacy branch, Bee Safe 
Minneapolis. Together, we provide everything 
needed to create and maintain spaces for peo-
ple and pollinators to come together, relax, and 
connect at home, in the school yard, and in the 
community. 

We are a business rooted in healthy soil.  Our all-natural meth-
ods rely on soil health to beautify landscapes, restore ecosys-
tems, and protect pollinators, and we love sharing our soil 
secrets with everyone!

Let’s explore possibilities together!

Here are 3 tips for growing healthy soil:
 1) Keep the ground covered: Bare ground encourages 
weeds and damages soil.  Use mulch, leaves, or ground covers, 
like creeping thyme, throughout the landscape.
 2) Plant native perennials, trees, and shrubs: Native 
plants offer more nutrition for pollinators.  Choose plants that 
bloom at different times so bees can find food in your garden 
every day of the growing season.
 3) Transform your lawn:  The best lawn is a garden.  
Eliminate mowing, fertilizers, and pesticides by transforming 
your lawn into garden space.  Native landscapes are much 
easier to maintain than lawns!
 
Minnehaha Falls Landscaping has served the Twin Cities for 
over 60 years. We would love to help you with garden design, 
installation, maintenance, or simply support you with our 
garden coaching services. 

Russ Henry, 
Owner and Soil 

Specialist

and SPRING BACK with

HOME MATTERS

LLOYD’S BURNS   >> from 6

Ward 4 City Council Member Mitra Jalali visited Lloyd’s Pharmacy owner 
Jim Stage and his hardworking staff on June 3 at their sister location, 
Setzer’s on Rice Street, with donuts and coffee for the team that works long 
hours to help impacted customers still get medications. “The loss of Lloyd’s 
has been nothing short of tragic to our Midway neighborhood, but they’re 
planning a pop-up location nearby their old spot in the coming weeks, and 
will also be working on a public art memorial for their beloved Snelling lo-
cation lost to fire. My heart goes out to the entire team at Lloyd’s, and we’ll 
keep working with you to support your rebuilding in any way possible,” said 
Jalali. “Our community will continue to show up for you, just like you have 
for us for decades.” (Photo courtesy of Mitra Jalali)
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By JANE McCLURE
Clean up and recovery efforts 

continue throughout St. Paul 
after the vandalism, looting and 
arsons that began May 28. Sev-
eral area district councils, busi-
ness associations and commu-
nity groups organized clean-up 
groups and were out sweeping up 
glass and picking up debris May 
29 in Midway and Frogtown.

The morning of May 29, 
hundreds of volunteers helped 
clean and board businesses. 
Hamline Midway Coalition, 

Frogtown Neighborhood Asso-
ciation and Union Park District 
Council worked (UPDC) to help 
organize the groups.

Hamline Midway Coalition 
and Union Park District Coun-
cil (UPDC) have expressed grati-
tude for the help rendered. Both 
district councils have not only 
helped on the ground in many 
ways. They also have had to sort 
through rumors and real situa-
tions of possible illegal activities 
in the neighborhoods.

“There’s been a lot of ways 

that people have stepped up to 
help,” UPDC Board President 
Henry Parker said. Volunteers 
have worked to clean up and 
board up businesses, collect and 
distribute food, and continue to 
help affected businesses and res-
idents. UPDC volunteers alone 
helped board up 10 business-
es. Others have helped at food 
distribution points at Lexington 
Parkway and Central Avenue, 
University and Fairview, Celtic 
Junction and at Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church-in-the-Midway. 
The church has become a major 
food hub.

Both Merriam Park, Frog-
town and Hamline-Midway 
Facebook pages set up regular 
neighborhood watches during 
and after the nights of violence, 
to keep each other informed and 
report activity. Some volunteers 
walked neighborhood streets in 
violation of the state-imposed 
curfews and county state of emer-
gency. Others kept watch from 
their yards and porches.

Elected officials have been 
out helping, and are appreciative 
of the volunteer efforts to help 
the community. “It’s been an ex-
traordinary, extraordinary week 

in many ways,” said St. Paul City 
Council President Amy Brend-
moen. City council members 
have not only been out observ-
ing damage and helping with 
clean-up, they are also looking 
at the need for an upcoming pol-
icy session on steps St. Paul and 
its Police Department can take to 
prevent tragedies tied to police 
brutality. Brendmoen said there 
is a need for an honest dialogue 
to continue making changes.

University Avenue businesses 
sustained the heaviest damage in 
terms of looting and fires. Two 
local businesses, Lloyd’s Pharma-

Change your listing any time
You’re working hard to keep your business 
going. But your customers may not know that. 
We can help.
What’s Open is a free public service 
available to all businesses and non-profits.
We'll publish your info on our website so 
your customers know that you're still working 
hard. 
And the basic listing is absolutely free. 
All you do is fill out a simple form. 

Want to stand out  
from the crowd?
• Premium listings offer more details, 
including downloadable menus, extended 
contact info and premium display
• You can offer deals that we’ll promote
• We can also publish your info in our 
print editions

ATTENTION BIG & SMALL BUSINESSES

Get your word 
out for free

Sign up on our website

 SEARCH GO

View Status Business Location

Free 
listing

Premium  
listing

Deal 
offer

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

TIP: Get word out about your GoFundMe 
and talk about how you’re rebuilding and fixing 
your business up so the community knows how 
to support you.

Over 170 businesses 
damaged in Midway 
People step up to help, city council members 
talk about needs for honest dialogue

Volunteers pass out water to those cleaning up and boarding windows on Friday, May 29. “There’s a lot of ways that people 
have stepped up to help,” observed UPDC President Henry Parker. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

The building at Syndicate and University that housed Bole Ethiopian, Napa 
and Jackson Hewitt was destroyed by fire. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

• Midway Chamber of Commerce – We 
Love the Midway: http://www.midway-
chamber.com/we-love-midway

• Neighbors United Funding Collabora-
tive: https://midwayunited.org/

• Bole Ethiopian: https://www.gofund-
me.com/f/rebuilding-bole-ethiopi-
an-cuisine

• Lloyd’s Pharmacy: https://www.go-
fundme.com/f/lloyd039s-pharmacy-re-
building-fund-st-paul-riots

A series of rapidly organized free legal clinics for individuals, 
businesses and families impacted by the aftermath of the 
killing of George Floyd began June 6. The clinics aim to pro-
vide safe, confidential and free legal advice, resources and 
forms for anyone who needs assistance in the community.

 
Running every weekend while there are those in need, the 
clinics are organized by the Community Law Collective, a 
coalition of Twin Cities law firms and Zeus Jones, which 
will host the first three clinics at 2429 Nicollet Ave S., Min-
neapolis. Future clinics may be held in the Midway. More 
information at https://tinyurl.com/FreeLegalClinic.

FREE LEGAL CLINICSDONATION SITES



Page 9www.MonitorSaintPaul.com  •  Monitor  •  June 2020

cy/Menopause Center and Bole 
Ethiopian restaurant, were lost 
to fires. Both business were the 
focus of separate, successful Go-
FundMe campaigns and plan to 
rebuild or relocate in the area. 
Lloyd’s, which is serving custom-
ers through its sister pharmacy 
Setzer’s in Roseville, is planning 
to open a small interim location 
in Midway. (See related story be-
ginning on front page.)

Midway Center was hit very 
hard with looting and then fires. 
Foot Locker was looted and 
set ablaze. Adjacent businesses 
were damaged including Great 

Clips, Rainbow clothing shop, 
GameStop Midway, To New York 
Midway and Peking Garden. Big 
Top Liquor, in the former Mid-
way Perkins, was looted and set 
ablaze.

Across the street, business-
es damaged include Midway To-
bacco, DTLR Sports Dome, Boost 
Mobile, Maxx It Pawn, Culver’s  
and neighboring businesses. The 
eastern half of the Maxx It Pawn-
Sports Dome group of businesses 
was leveled after looting, vandal-
ism and fire. But crews were in-
side the western half of the struc-
ture making repairs the first week 

of June.
CVS at University and Snel-

ling was looted and vandalized, 
as were businesses to the east in-
cluding Ax-Man Surplus, JJ Fish 
and Chicken, and Metro Sound 
and Lighting. Metro Sound and 
Lighting was hit very hard. “We 
were broken into last night and 
majorly looted and vandal-
ized,” the business owner stat-
ed in a Facebook post. “They 
tried breaking a front window, 
and when that didn’t work, they 
went around to the back of the 
building, gaining access by virtu-

ally destroying a back door. Re-
cession, light rail construction in 
front of our building, pandem-
ic....and now this.”

At Midway Marketplace, 
businesses were looted and fires 
set. Cub, Dollar Tree, TJ Maxx 
and the Healtheast Clinic were 
hit hard. The strip mall along 
University at Hamline had a fire 
set at the UPS store and business-
es including Discount Tire were 
vandalized and looted. LeeAnn 
Chin restaurant sustained heavy 
damage.

Furniture Barn was set on 
fire and looted.

Midway SuperTarget was 
looted and vandalized, as were 
the nearby shops in the building 
at Hamline and University – Veri-
zon, Noodles and Company, and 
the Vitamin Shop. The closed BP 
station at Hamline and Universi-
ty was vandalized.

Stores and restaurants on 
the first floor of the PPL Build-
ing at Hamline and University 
sustained damage. The building 
housing Bole Ethiopian restau-
rant, NAPA Auto Parts and Jack-
son Hewitt at University and 
Syndicate was destroyed by fire.

Goodwill  at  Griggs and 
Syndicate was vandalized and a 
dumpster set on fire.

Enterprise’s University Ave. 
vehicle rental business was dam-
aged by fire. Anaya Dance The-
ater was vandalized and a wig 
shop in the former Arnellia’s 
nightclub was looted and set 
ablaze.

Office buildings at Univer-
sity and Syndicate were vandal-
ized.

ALDI and Gordon Parks 
School were vandalized, with a 
fire set inside of Gordon Parks. 

Businesses at Lexington and Uni-
versity were damaged including 
UnBank, White Castle and TCF 
Bank. O’Reilly Auto Parts was 
vandalized and set on fire.

Many convenience stores 
including Speedway and Holi-
day Station stores were damaged 
throughout the area including 
stores on Snelling, University 
and Lexington. A fire was set at 
the Speedway at University and 
Chatsworth.

Many liquor stores around 
the city were looted and/or van-
dalized including Snelling Ave-
nue Fine Wines and Liquors.

A few stores have reported 
break-ins and attempted break-
ins during the first week of June.

Overnight May 28-29, the St 
Paul Fire Department respond-
ed to 295 calls for service, 169 
of those calls were EMS calls for 
service and 126 were fire calls. 
The fire department deployed al-
most 200 of its own firefighters 
and had mutual aid from Rose-
ville, Roseville, Maplewood, Little 
Canada, Lake Johana, North St. 
Paul, Dakota County Washington 
County, South Metro, Woodbury 
and MAC Fire. 

Of the 126 fire calls, 55 were 
actual working fires primarily to 
commercial properties.

“I want to thank the women 
and men of our department for 
the incredible work they per-
formed. Our firefighters respond-
ed in challenging conditions 
which included them having 
rocks, bricks, and bottles thrown 
at them. They do this work to 
serve the residents and visitors of 
St. Paul and to ensure that every 
person is cared for and safe,” said 
Chief Butch Inks. 

WFNU 9 4 .1FM Frogtown Community Radio
WEEKLY 

COVID-19 updates
Saturdays at 9am

TUNE IN TO 

for more information, visit

wfnu.org

Hundreds of people pitched in Friday morning, May 29 to sweep and clean up after the damage done Thursday, May 28 
to businesses in the Midway, including the hard-hit Midway Center. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)
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Ua �b zoo �v thaiv koj tus kheej li koj �v thaiv 
kom tsis txhob tau khaub thuas thiab ua npaws.

Cheem Tus Mob COVID-19
Kom Tsis Txhob Kis 

Nthuav Dav

Nyob tom tsev 
thaum koj 
muaj mob.

Npog qhov 
ncauj thaum 

hnoos.

Ntxuav koj ob 
txhais tes.

Yog xav paub ntxiv, mus xyuas hauv health.mn.gov
Xov Tooj: 651-201-3920 lossis 1-800-657-3902 

Uga taxaddiar si la mid ah sidaad iskaga 
ilaaliso hargabka iyo ifilada.

Kahortag Faafidda 
COVID-19

Joog guriga
markaad 

bukto.

Dabool 
afkaaga iyo 
sankaaga 
markaad 

qufacayso.

Gacmaha 
iska dhaq.

Si aad u hesho macluumaad dheeri ah, 
booqo health.mn.gov 

Naga la soo xiriir wixii suala degdeg ah ku saabsan fayraksa 
COVID-19: 651-201-3920 ama 1-800-657-3902

Take the same precau�ons
you would to avoid colds and flu.

Prevent the Spread
of COVID-19

Stay home 
when sick.

Cover your 
cough.

Wash your 
hands.

For more informa�on, visit health.mn.gov
HOTLINE: 651-201-3920 or 1-800-657-3903

We want to honor your grad!
BECAUSE THIS YEAR IS DIFFERENT

The class of 2020 has it tough and we want to help you do something special for them. We’ve launched an online feature to help 
parents tell the world how proud you are of your grad.
• We’re offering a FREE photo and listing of your grad’s sports, honors and activities.
• Want to really make a splash? 
You can expand their page with family photos, highlights, and more. You can even 
invite family and friends to contribute.
The best part is that it’s all easy. Just fill out a simple form 
at Monitor.HonorMyGrad.com.

You did it!
Proudly sponsored by:

CENTER CITY FLORAL
Helping you celebrate since 1944

Arrange by ... 

Find a student GO
Sports, clubs, activities 

Zach Richards
Dean’s List. High Distinction. 

Debate Club, Mock Trial. 

Tennis and golf teams ...

Lily Hunter
Senior Class President. 

National Honor Society. 

Theater and dance ...

Sean Heyman
Basketball and track teams. 

Model United Nations. Most 

likely to succeed ...

James O’Leary
Jazz band. Robotics club. 

Future engineers. Rotary Club 

Essay Winner ...

Emmy Kingslee
 
 

Kyle Dayne
Something about this student 

here and here and here and 

here and here  and here  ... ...

Sally Bender
Something about this student 

here and here and here and 

here and here and here ...

Will Brown
 
 

Jon Jackson
Something about this student 

here and here and here and 

here and here  and here  ... ...

Scott Greenway
Something about this student 

here and here and here and 

here and here and here ...

Max Hedlinger
 
 

Danita Wheeler
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here and here and here and 

here and here  and here  ... ...

Pick another school 
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The 2019-2020 school year 
has concluded. Distance learning 
during the coronavirus became 
even more challenging follow-
ing the fear and destruction in 
the community surrounding the 
death of George Floyd.  

The Class of 2020 endured a 
teacher strike, global pandemic, 
economic collapse, a societal trag-
edy and civil unrest during the 
spring of their senior year with-
out the ability to process with 
peers and teachers in person.  

As many have suggested, 

2020 could be a chapter in future 
history textbooks all by itself, the 
scope of which has completely 
overshadowed the accomplish-
ments of a special and resilient 
class of high school students.  

In that context, it was joyful 
for graduating students to spend 
the evening of June 1 viewing the 
Como virtual commencement 
ceremony with their loved ones. 
The pre-recorded video featured 
pictures of every graduate during 
the pomp and circumstance pro-
cessional music, followed by 

messages from Principal Stacy 
Theien-Collins, district admin-
istration, Como teacher David 
Stahlman, and student speaker 
Ridwan Yussuf.  

After the inspirational mes-
sages from the speakers, each 
of the 248 Como graduates was 
featured in their own unique cap 
and gown photo, alongside their 
name on the screen for several 
seconds.  Enough time for joyful 
cheers in each home, and enough 
time for every student to cele-
brate their friends and classmates 
when they appeared in the alpha-
betical rollout.  

The graduation ceremony 
was shared out in a link to all 
Como families, can be viewed on 
spps.eduvison.tv, and will be re-
played on St. Paul Cable Channel 
16 several times this summer.

With the close of distance 
learning for underclassmen on 
June 9, eight longtime Como 
staff members concluded their 
careers in education.  Each retiree 
has positively influenced count-
less students, with their own 
unique gifts, skills, dedication 
and service.

Kathy Kahn – teaching for 
37 years, including the last 30 at 
Como as a biology instructor.

Maryclare Bade – health 
teacher at Como for the past 34.5 
years.  She has spent 36 total 
years in education.

Carole Whitney – Como 
Park choir director and theater 
director for 26 years.

Lori Belair – 26 years with 
the St. Paul Public Schools.  She 
has been teaching Family and 
Consumer Sciences at Como 
since 2009.  

Dave Stahlman  – social 
studies teacher at Como for 25 

years.  
Walt Lofquist  – a math 

teacher at Como for 20 years, 
and has 21 total years in St. Paul.

Joy Fausone – worked in the 
Como cafeteria with nutrition 
services for 30 years.

Ruth McPhillips – educa-
tional assistant for 28 years, with 
fout years of service at Como.

That’s 229 combined years 
of service to kids, all concluding 
with a retirement year of 2020, a 
time that no one – in education 
or any walk of life – will ever for-
get.  

Como Hamline Midway

Como’s virtual commencement ceremony on June 1 successfully celebrated 
each of the 248 graduates from the Class of 2020.

Eight Como staff members retire

Dock & Paddle
The restaurant in the Como 

Lakeside Pavilion opened June 5 
with a new name – and at least 
one feature that doesn’t exist 
anywhere else. Dock & Paddle 
(which is under the same man-
agement as last year’s version of 
Spring Café) debuted in a scaled-
back version in order to meet the 
outdoor dining limits required 
under state pandemic restrictions.  

The initial menu started with 
grill fare such as sandwiches and 
burgers, a children’s menu, and 
locally sourced salads. Dock & 
Paddle’s biggest coup, howev-
er, is an exclusive arrangement 
with the Minnesota Craft Brew-
ers Guild. The Guild will curate a 
rotating selection of brews from 
around the state. That means 
Dock & Paddle will serve beers 
on tap that are rare – or even 
impossible – to find in the Twin 
Cities. Dock & Paddle intends to 
open weekdays 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
and weekends 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 

‘Como Kindness’ lawn signs
Our first printing sold out 

in the first weekend, but “Como 
Kindness Dwells Here” lawn 
signs are available once again. 
The design, by Como artist Mo-
nique Hussey, was chosen after 
the Como Community Council 
put out a community call for 
ideas. 

After the district council 
covers costs, proceeds go to the 
Como Park block nurse pro-
gram, which works to handle the 
health-care and everyday needs 
of neighborhood seniors. Sug-

gested donation is $15. Order 
yours at: www.district10como-
park.org/kindness.html

Bird sightings in park soar
There are a lot more bird 

species around Como Lake and 
the Como Woodland Outdoor 
Classroom than there used to be, 
according to a newly released re-
port. The new bird survey, carried 
out by 15 community volunteers 
from February 2019 through Jan-
uary 2020, counted 109 species 
around the lake and 80 species 
in the Woodland. That’s a big in-
crease from 2006, when a similar 
survey counted only 84 species 
around the lake and 48 species in 
the Woodlands. 

Get a full summary of the 
survey, including comparison ta-
bles, on District 10’s website. 

Updates to be aware of
• New Apartment Building: 

The city council was scheduled 
to vote June 10 on whether to 
approve rezoning 1015 Bandana 
Blvd. from B3 commercial to T3 
traditional, to allow construction 
of a 152-unit apartment building 
atop the existing parking ramp. 
The city’s Planning Commission 
voted 12-0 on May 1 to recom-
mend the rezoning.

• Another Rezoning Request: 
The city’s Planning Commission 
voted unanimously May 29 to 
recommend rezoning 978 Front 
Ave. from B2 community busi-
ness to T2 traditional neighbor-
hood. The property, at the south-
west corner of Front and Chats-
worth, now is mixed use – with a 

dog-training business on the first 
floor and residential on the sec-
ond floor. The property’s owners 
say the rezoning would give them 
more residential options than 
they have now. The request now 
goes to a public hearing and vote 
before the city council.  

• Get Appointed: Saint Paul 
currently has 20 committees, 
commissions, and specialized 
boards that have vacancies just 
waiting for the right community 
volunteers. Some of the vacan-
cies are set aside exclusively for 
members of the Como neigh-
borhood. Take a look at the Dis-
trict 10 website for an overview 
of what’s available, where to 
find out what the panels do, and 
how you could apply. Among 
the most timely: The Saint Paul 
Charter Commission is taking 
applications for nine vacancies: 
seven of them are four-year terms 
that begin Aug. 1, two are exist-
ing vacancies that run until July 
31, 2022. Applications are due 
June 17.

• High School Gets Sign 
Variance: The city’s Board of 
Zoning Appeals unanimously 
approved zoning variances May 
18 that will allow Como Park 
Senior High School to mount 
new outdoor signs as part of the 

school’s multi-year renovation. 
The main variance allows the 
school to mount a 10-by-12-foot 
version of its Cougar logo 60 feet 
up the chimney, facing the inter-
section of Rose and Grotto. The 
other, smaller signs would be the 
school’s name and address over 
the main entrance. The signs are 
not lighted. 

Online voting ends June 16
Community members in 

District 10 have until Tuesday 
June 16 to request a ballot and 
vote online in the 2020 board 
elections for the Como Com-
munity Council. Because of pan-
demic restrictions, there is no 
in-person voting this year. All 
voting is absentee.

Ballots can be requested at: 
www.district10comopark.org/
ballot_request.html. Community 
members can request an online 
ballot until 5 p.m. June 16; vot-
ing closes at 7 p.m.

Renters, homeowners, and 
other residents of District 10 who 
are at least 16 years old can vote. 
Information about candidates is 
available on District 10’s website.

Call or video into D10 meetings
District 10 board and com-

mittee meetings are continuing 
but, for the time being, they take 
place using technology rather 
than face to face. To obtain links, 
phone numbers, or other infor-
mation to join a meeting remote-
ly, send a request by email to dis-
trict10@district10comopark.org. 
Or, call in your request to 651-
644-3889. 

Upcoming meetings: 
• Annual meeting: June 16
• Land Use: July 1
• Neighborhood Relations: 

July 7 
• Environment: July 8 
All meetings begin at 7 p.m. 

Dock & Paddle open at pavilion

By MICHAEL 
KUCHTA, 
Executive Director
district10@district10comopark.org

District 
10 Como 

Community 
Council

By ERIC 
ERICKSON 
Social studies teacher

Como 
Park    

Senior 
High 

School

The Como Community Council collected 25 car loads of food and household 
supplies May 31 donated by neighborhood residents. The donations were 
distributed to food drives being organized by other district councils in Frog-
town, Hamline Midway, and on the East Side. (Photo by Jill Henricksen)
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By JANE McCLURE

COVID-19 measures continue
St. Paul city officials were 

working to help restaurants open 
for outdoor dining June 1. It’s the 
last effort in a flurry of activities 
since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began in March.

St. Paul City Council mem-
bers and Mayor Melvin Carter’s ad-
ministration discussed next steps 
May 27. City officials are working 
to provide flexibility with sidewalk 
cafes, patios, parking lots, green 
spaces and even street parking 
lanes to provide outdoor dining 
space. In some places restaurant 
owners are seeking city approval to 
close short sections of streets and 
install small park areas or parklets.

The loosening of restaurant re-
strictions are just part of the city’s 

response to the pandemic. It has 
closed and then slowly reopened 
some parks facilities. Business li-
cense fees have been lowered. City 
employees have been redeployed 
into different jobs.

One measure that took effect 
June 1 is that everyone must wear a 
mask before entering city-licensed 
businesses.

Changes in regulations are 
happening constantly. Keep up at 
https://www.stpaul.gov/depart-
ments/emergency-management/
coronavirus-covid-19

Snelling property’s fate 
unknown

A Snelling Ave. property that 
has been called out for its historic 
significance will be the topic of city 
hearing June 23. The St. Paul City 

Council May 27 postponed action 
on the fate of 678 N. Snelling Ave. 

Past historic surveys of the 
Hamline-Midway neighborhood 
have noted that the longtime com-
mercial building is considered to 
be significant. But it has no local 
or national historic designation, 
and has been vacant for more than 
three years. Recently its certificate 
of occupancy was revoked.

The city’s Department of Safe-
ty and Inspections (DSI) has de-
termined that the two-story brick 
structure is a nuisance building 
and is in need of rehabilitation or 
demolition due to its condition. 
The property’s owner is SG Nation-
al LLC out of New York City. The 
owners have indicated to city offi-
cials that they are trying to sell the 
property.

The original remove or re-
pair order from the city was to be 
met by mid-March. The building, 
which housed a lighting and fan 
company and other businesses re-

cently, has been on the city’s vacant 
building list since fall 2016.

The property has an estimated 
market value of $158,400 on the 
land and $282,200 on the build-
ing. Real estate taxes are current, 
as are vacant building fees. City 
property code staff estimate that 
costs to repair the structure exceed 
$250,000. Demolition costs exceed 
$75,000.

The building has been on the 
city’s radar for some time with 14 
summary abatement orders for 
trash, building boarding/securing, 
tall grass and weeds, ands now and 
ice removal. The city has asked 
that a $5,000 performance bond 
be posted and that a detailed work 
plan be prepared. Another request 
is that the prospective buyer attend 
the upcoming legislative hearing.

Events center obtains licenses
Despite  concerns f rom a 

neighboring property owner, the 
St. Paul City Council May 13 ap-

proved licensed for Essence Event 
Center, 1217 Bandana Blvd. N. 
Licenses approved are liquor on-
sale for 291 or more seats, Sunday 
liquor on-sale and entertainment 
Class B.

Well ington Management, 
which owns and operates of-
fice and commercial buildings in 
the area around Bandana Square, 
raised objections about potential 
problems with spillover parking, 
noise and litter. The licenses were 
sent to a legislative hearing this 
spring, and operating conditions 
agreed upon.

No liquor sales, service, dis-
play and/or consumption is al-
lowed outdoors without prior 
written approval and additional 
licensing from the Department of 
Safety and Inspections (DSI). Sun-
day liquor sales may only occur in 
conjunction with food service, the 
establishment shall close at mid-
night and all patrons must be off 
of the premises by 12;30 a.m. 
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By JANE McCLURE

How will fires affect Midway 
Center ‘superblock’?

Development at the Midway 
Center “superblock” is moving to-
ward a fall groundbreaking for new 
construction on the western part of 
the site. But how a devastating fire 
in the remaining part of Midway 
Center will affect redevelopment 
remains unclear.

Much of the remaining shop-
ping center building along Pascal 
Street was extensively damaged by 
fire overnight May 28-29, as was 
Big Top Liquor. Big Top had relo-
cated to the former Midway Perkins 
building along University Avenue. 
As of Monitor deadline plans for the 
shopping center hadn’t been an-
nounced. The western section was 
slated to eventually come down, 
but it was almost largely occupied.

Union Park District Council 
(UPDC) heard a development up-
date at its May meeting from Bill 
McGuire, lead owner of the Min-
nesota United FC soccer team and 
lead partner in site redevelopment 
with RK Midway.

The developers are working 
with the St. Paul Port Authority 
to obtain $2 million in site clean-
up grants from the state, Ramsey 
County and Metropolitan Council. 
The applications were submitted 
May 1. It’s anticipated that much 
pollution is from an old streetcar 
garage and Metro Transit bus barn 
and repair facility at the site.

The United Villages at Mid-
way development’s towers would 
include 234 dwelling units over a 
148,470-square-foot parking po-
dium, with 15,780-square-feet of 
retail and coworking office spaces 
above the parking and below the 
towers. The parking is to be in one 
level underground. McGuire said 
that while changes are considered 
for tower placement, the design is 
largely as shown in April. Construc-
tion drawings are still in the works. 

Stadium designer Populous is proj-
ect architect. The goal is to open 
the building in spring 2022.

The towers would be nine to 
18 stories tall and would be adja-
cent to an “activated alley” of retail 
and live-work spaces, with a small-
er 3 to 3.5-story structure with re-
tail and small business/nonprofit 
incubator space. That building foot-
print is about 20,000 square feet. 
McGuire said one focus would be 
local food businesses.

One point McGuire made is 
that without parking spaces, inves-
tors will not consider the project. 
Parking and ways to promote more 
mass transit use were brought up 
district council members. 

Other parts of the develop-
ment are moving ahead, although 
a proposed movie theater may have 
to shelved due to the COVID-19 
pandemic-induced crisis movie the-
aters everywhere face, said McGuire. 
It’s more likely a proposed hotel 
will eventually built as part of the 
development. That also may face 
delays.

17-story apartments, 
YWCA replacement

Area  pro jec t s ,  inc luding 
housing at Fairview and Uni-
versity avenues and a replace-
ment for the YWCA of St. Paul, 
are among four city submissions 
vying for development funds. The 
St. Paul City Council voted May 
6 to seek Metropolitan Council 
and Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic De-
velopment (DEED) grants for the 
projects. Cities must apply for the 
funds with developers.

Two projects, including apart-
ments planned for 1845 University 
Ave., are in line for Metropolitan 
Council Tax Base Revitalization Ac-
count (TBRA) dollars. Two 17-story 
apartment buildings are proposed 
by Minneapolis-based Reuter Wal-
ton Development. The buildings 
would go up on property owned 

by Goodwill/Easter Seals of Minne-
sota. The project began communi-
ty review in late 2019. Apartments 
planned are affordable housing, in 
a mix of unit sizes.

Reuther  Wal ton  i s  seek -
ing $111,814 in TBRA funds and 
$654,080 from DEED. Both fund-
ing sources would assist with site 
cleanup. Part of the property was 
once a gas station.

Another request is from Key-
stone Community Services, which 
has locations in Merriam Park, the 
North End and West End. Keystone 
is also seeking pre-development 
funding of $100,000 from Metro-
politan Council, for a site to be de-
termined.

The YWCA request would re-
place the YWCA that has stood 
at Selby and Western avenues for 
many years, possibly with a mixed-
use development. Awards are to be 
announced in the weeks ahead.

University-Raymond 
development wins approval

Development of the former 
US Bank property at University and 
Raymond avenues is moving ahead. 
The St. Paul Planning Commission 
May 29 approved a needed vari-
ance and conditional use permit for 
2383 University Ave.

The development company 

Kraus Anderson obtained approv-
als for the project. The project 
is already zoned for traditional 
neighborhoods 3 use so no zoning 
change is needed. The approvals are 
final unless an appeal is filed with 
the St. Paul City Council within 10 
days.

The developers will tear down 
the longtime Midway Bank and its 
drive-through lanes. Parking lots 
are also part of the development 
sire. The lots and bank will be re-
placed by a  six-story building. The 
building will have 222 dwelling 
units, 2,200 square feet of first-
floor commercial space and amen-
ity spaces for tenants. Three of the 
first-floor dwelling spaces will be 
live/work units.

The building will have front-
age along University, Raymond and 
Charles avenues. It will be V-shaped 
with a courtyard. Its design plans 
got a nod of approval May 18 from 
the St. Paul Heritage Preservation 
Commission. The site is in the Ray-
mond-University Commercial His-
toric District.

The conditional use permit is 
needed for a 66’ 7” building height, 
with 73’ 4” for the elevator pent-
house. Floor area ratio or FAR vari-
ance is needed as well. The 3.0 FAR 
maximum is slightly exceeded as a 
3.6 FAR is proposed. 

St. Anthony Park Community 

Council recommended approval, 
with conditions. Conditions sought 
include asking that the commer-
cial space become community in-
cubator space if it is not leased, that 
there be a publicly accessible pe-
destrian path on the east side of the 
building where there is currently an 
alley, and that the building meet 
sustainability conditions outlined 
in city plans. 

No one has come out in oppo-
sition to the project.

Bandana Square project moves 
ahead

One hundred and fifty-three 
housing units will be built atop 
a parking ramp near Bandana 
Square, as a result of St. Paul Plan-
ning commission approvals May 1.

TJL Development’s affiliate Pa-
cific Ramp LLC is leading the proj-
ect, which requires a zoning change 
and a front yard setback variance. 
The commission approved the re-
quests, and sent the rezoning re-
quest for final approval from the 
St. Paul City Council. The rezoning 
will be the focus of a public hearing 
later in June. for rezoning and the 
front yard setback variance.

The property is currently occu-
pied by a parking ramp that serves 
adjacent commercial uses includ-
ing a hotel. The applicant wants to 
rezone the property from B3 gen-
eral business to traditional neigh-
borhoods 3 use, to allow proposed 
construction of 153 residential 
units on top of the existing ramp. A 
portion of the ramp will be leased 
to the adjacent hotel for guest and 
employee parking.

The Bandana Square area was 
historically a rail yard, with its 
building converted to office, retail 
and commercial uses. The current 
uses include a hotel, event center, 
and office space. Multi-family hous-
ing was developed to the west.

City staff recommended ap-
proval of the zoning change and 
variance as did Como Community 
Council. No one has expressed op-
position to the project.

 { Development Roundup }

Hundreds of volunteers showed up to help on Friday, May 29, 2020 in a clean-up 
organized by the Hamline Midway Coalition and Union Park District Council.

CHAMBER     COMMERCE
MIDWAY

of

F Midway Relief Resources

HOW DO I HELP?
> Donate to local businesses
> Food - find a food pantry
> Volunteer - be a helper
> And more

CONNECT 
NETWORK
BUILD
SUPPORT

CALL
651.646.2636
EMAIL
info@midwaychamber.com

www.midwaychamber.com/member-relief

The League of Women Voters 
St. Paul (LWVSP), with support 
from the St. Paul Neighborhood 
Network, are partnering to pres-
ent “2020 Elections: Protected 
or Infected?” a free program on 
Tuesday, June 30, 6:30-8 p.m.  

In the interest of public 
health and safety, this will be a 
virtual event. The event will be 
cablecast on LWVSP’s Facebook 
page, as well as SPNN channel 19.  
Interested participants can regis-
ter on the LWVSP website, (www.
lwvsp.org). The program will be 
recorded for future viewing.

As  Minnesota  f inds  i t -
self dealing with the impact of 
the coronavirus pandemic, the 

League is working to ensure that 
all voters have an opportunity to 
learn how this has affected leg-
islation this session, especially 
regarding bills addressing voting 
and elections. The event will fea-
ture a discussion between Nick 
Harper, Civic Engagement Di-
rector for the League of Women 
Voters Minnesota, and Junior 
Alvados of Minnesota Voice, a 
coalition of non-profit organiza-
tions working toward permanent 
change in racial, social, and eco-
nomic justice by increasing civic 
engagement and voter partici-
pation across the state, especial-
ly focused in underrepresented 
communities. 

‘2020 Elections: Protected or Infected?’
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STUMP  
GRINDING

612-724-6045

Want ads must be received by the Monitor by July 6 for the July 16 issue. Call 651-917-4183 for more information.  
Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Monitor's website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.comMonitor

Marketplace
Monitor Want Ads are $1 per word 
with a $10 minimum. Send your 
remittance along with your ad 
to Monitor Classifieds, 5139 34th 
Ave. S. #17097, Minneapolis, MN 
55417. Ad copy can be e-mailed to 
denis@monitorsaintpaul.com, or 
call 651-917-4183. 

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a 
Personal Touch.  Legal Services in 
the areas of: Small Business, Wills 
and Trusts, Probate, Real Estate, 
and Family.  Kirsten Libby, 855 
Rice Street, Suite 100, St. Paul, 
MN, 651-487-1208 www.libby-
lawoffice.com. B-20

AUTO STORAGE
Secured auto and boat storage 
near Snelling and University.  
Short term or long term. Heated 
and unheated available. 570 
Asbury Street. 651-641-0166. 
hamlineparkstorage.com. 12-20

CRISIS HOTLINE
Call the Minnesota Day One 
Crisis Hotline at 1-866-223-1111 
if you or someone you know is 
seeking shelter due to a danger-
ous relationship or needs to cre-
ate a safety plan. B-20

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted - part-time painter, 
$20 to $30 per hour. To work on 
rental property in the Midway 
area. 651-248-8770.

LAWN/YARD CARE
Lawn mowing, yard clean-up, gar-
dening/planting, etc. Call Larry 
651-635-9228.

All your GREEN needs - Mowing/
Lawn Care/Landscaping. 20+ 
years in Mpls. Call 612-781-3420. 
SorensenLawnCare.com

Lawn Service, Spring Cleanup, 
Dethatching, Gutter Cleaning, 
Tree, Bush Work. 651-688-9977.

OFFICE SPACE
Quiet, professional office space 
with free, attached parking. Single 
offices up to 10,000 sf. Building 
information available at ham-
linepp.com. Contact Eric with 
Colliers at 952-837-3087. 12-20

PAINTING
Painting, wallpaper removal, wall 
repair, basement floors, walls. 
Jim. 612-202-5514. 12-20

Kevin’s Painting/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, 
glazing, staining, cement work, 
gutter cleaning. Insured. 651-699-
2832. B-20

WINDOW WASHING
Window washing, inside and out. 
“You will see the difference.” Call 
Larry. 651-635-9228.

LIVE HERE 
WORK HERE

Call today to schedule 
your employment ad.

651-917-4183 
denis@monitorsaintpaul.com

BUSINESS & ORGANIZATION LISTINGS

WWW.MONITORSAINTPAUL.COM
List basic information for free in self-service  platform. 
Opt for upgraded listings to post menu and discounts, 

and to put listing in print.

YOU’RE 
NOT ALONE.

First Call for help
612.874.7063

CALL 
651-340-5793 

or ORDER ONLINE 
www.urbangrowlerbrewing.com

Full menu plus 
Family style meals

NO CONTACT TAKE-OUT
Crowlers of beer to go

Gloved, Gloved, 
masked, and masked, and 

readyready

www.mmrbstore.com

Bicycle Sales and Service by Appointment

BUY LOCAL
Support your neighbors, live a more sustainable life, and build 
community. Tell them you saw it here.

Invest in your business by contacting your sales rep to advertise here, 
and take advantage of discounted rates.  612-345-9998, ads@MonitorSaintPaul.com
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Dr. Tyner said she served on 
the board of African American 
Babies Coalition. “I was confused 
about being on the board since I 
was not a parent,” she claimed. 
“I was not sure I was the best ad-
vocate.”

But she became alarmed by 
the early learning gap from ages 
0 to 3. “There is not enough ad-
vocacy and support for children 
of this age,” she noted. “We focus 
on K-12, so one of the goals of 
our publishing company is to 
cover the whole spectrum of 
learning for the whole family.”

‘Kofi Loves Music’
The publishing company, 

Planting People Growing Justice 
Press, has published seven books 
that Dr. Tyner has written or 
co-written. The latest book, pub-
lished in January of this year, is 
“Kofi Loves Music.” It is the first 
board book that focuses on early 
learners.

Dr. Tyner said the story 
emerged when she was visiting 
Ghana and watching a docu-
mentary about going to different 
places to enjoy music. The book 
features African instruments, 
such as the Udo, and instruments 
that can sound like jazz or rock 
and roll. Dr. Tyner said the book 
honors cultures of the world.

During her visit to Ghana, 
Dr. Tyner had an opportunity 
to introduce some of her books 
to young people. “I had an im-
promptu opportunity to visit Ha-
wamu Kingdom and was asked 
if I could speak with a few stu-
dents,” she said. “I agreed, and 
there were over 1,500 students in 
the room.”

Only 10% of authors are black
Dr. Tyner said she tries to 

focus on writing on weekends 
and evenings. “I have had a book 
inside me for my whole life, the 
book I wanted to see as a child,” 
she said. 

Although she said her moth-

er is a lifelong educator and she 
was very fortunate in having 
many education lessons happen 
at home, she did not see books 
with characters who looked like 
her.

But she did have mentors 
and people who inspired her, 
such as Ida B.  Wells, journalist; 

and Thurgood B. Marshall and 
Charles Hamilton Houston, who 
fought for civil rights and the de-
segregation of schools.

Dr. Tyner said she started her 
own publishing company after 
some publishers she went to 
tried to indicate that people of 
color didn’t read. “Or they told 
me I was ahead of my time, and 
this happened just within the last 
decade. It’s the same way some 
don’t think African Americans 
have assets or capital for small 
businesses.”

Only 10% of authors are 
people of color, according to Dr. 
Tyner. She said lack of access is 
the biggest reason for this statis-
tic.

“I had business acumen and 
community support to make my 
project come alive,” she said, 
noting that not all authors or ac-
tivists have that. “I crowd-funded 
my first book and got $10 do-
nations, which built up to over 
$20,000 for us to donate books 
around the world.”

Race matters
Dr. Turner explained that 

although the United States has 
only about 5% of the world’s 
population, it incarcerates over 
20% of the world’s prison popu-
lation. 

She said that race matters 
when “African-American adults 
are 5.9 times more likely to be 
incarcerated than whites and His-
panics are 3.1 times as likely.”

Dr. Turner said she was 
a child witness to the “War on 
Drugs” and saw firsthand the 
criminal justice challenges at the 
intersections of race and pover-
ty. “I decided to take action,” she 
said.

“It took me on a mission. 
If inmates learn how to read in 
prison, they can read their indict-
ments. It shows how essential the 
literacy piece is.”

Reflecting on her work as 
both educator and writer, Dr. 
Tyner said she was inspired by 
Chinua Achebe, who said, “The 
writer cannot expect to be ex-
cused from the task of re-educa-
tion and regeneration that must 
be done.”

Dr. Tyner, who is currently 
researching diversity in dolls for 
her organization, said she be-
lieves education is the key to jus-
tice. 

“You can learn how to think 
critically and problem-solve,” she 
said. “Education also unleashes 
real magic, an ability to imagine, 
innovate and create.”

GET BUSY. 
GET A 

CLASSIFIED. 
$1/word in the Monitor

Frog Food by Z Akhmetova

Frogtown

• Free public charter school
• Small class sizes (25 or fewer)
• Full day pres-school and kindergarten
• Emphasis on community
• Environmental Ed / Experiential Learning programs
• Free school busing in St. Paul for Pre-K-8th grade / 

Free Metro Transit passes for 9th-12th grade
• Free breakfast & lunch available
• Special education services
• English language learning services
• School culture that emphasizes relationships, com-

munity building, leadership and character growth.

Looking for a small, supportive school community? 
We’re enrolling! Call 651-225-9177 

or visit www.stpaulcityschool.org to learn more and schedule a tour.

Serving Pre-K-12th graders in St. Paul Metro

St. Paul City School District

St. Paul City Primary School
260 Edmund Ave., St. Paul

St. Paul City Middle School
643 Virginia St., St. Paul

River’s Edge Academy High School
188 West Plato Blvd., St. Paul

Dear friend,
Though we won’t gather
In person, we wanted you to 

know
That you are on our minds.

Thank you for the seeds of 
peace you plant.

Thank you for the love you 
cultivate.

Thank you for nourishing 
Yourself and those around 

you.
Thank you for working for 

justice.

We are here for you.
We love and appreciate you.
We are with you.

Your friends at the Urban Farm 
and Garden Alliance.

By MELVIN GILES
peacebubbles@q.com

Peace 
bubbles

Not ahead of her time, but changing things now

Did you know that by plant-
ing a tree, you can increase your 
home’s value by up to 20%? 
That’s a fact, according to the US 
Forest Service. 

“A mature tree also can also 
improve your health by cleansing 
the air you breathe; lower anxi-
ety; and produce more sociable 
neighborhoods,” says neighbor-
hood tree advocate Aaron Backs. 
“And in Frogtown, these benefits 
can be had for free.”

Backs is working this sum-
mer with the Tree Frogs, an 
all-volunteer group of Frogtown 
residents whose ambitious goal 
is to plant 1,000 new trees in the 
neighborhood. “Frogtown has 
the lowest tree canopy of any 
residential neighborhood in the 
city,” Backs explains. “We’ll be 
giving away and planting 70 new 
shade and fruit trees in Frogtown 
yards this summer, which will 
bring our total so far up to 520. 
We hope to reach 1,000 trees by 
2025.”

The Tree Frogs’ efforts, sup-
ported this year by a grant from 
the Forest Service, will concen-
trate heavily on Frogtown rent-
al properties, which tend to 
have fewer trees. Landlords and 
homeowners can choose among 
maple, linden, apple pear and 
cherry trees. “The Tree Frogs will 
help you select a good site and 
will get the utilities marked be-
fore we plant your tree in the 
fall,” Backs says.  

For more information, visit 
the Frogtown Green website, 
www.frogtowngreen.com or call 
651-757-5970.

‘Tree Frogs’ aim 	
to plant 1,000 trees

 >> from 1

Dr. Artika R. Tyner (left) and Monica Habia hold the book they worked on 
together, “Amazing Africa: A to Z. The Minnesota Coalition of Black Publishers 
will be hosting a virtual town hall forum on June 27 from 2-4 p.m. It will show-
casing local authors and their work in advancing anti-racism. More details to be 
announced via the Facebook page @plantingpeoplegrowingjustice. ”The tragic 
death of Mr. Floyd and the aftermath has only deepened my resolve to continue 
the work of Planting People, Growing Justice,” said Tyner. (Photo submitted)
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I am angered by and strong-
ly condemn the tragic and unjust 
murder of Mr. George Floyd at the 
hands of a Minneapolis police 
officer. Imagine yourself on the 
ground. Put yourself on the floor 
in the position that Mr. Floyd was 
in. Now have someone put 200 
pound of weight on your neck 
with their knee. I bet it won’t end 
well. It’s murder, and I urge and 
support Attorney General Keith 
Ellison to increase the charge 
against Derek Chauvin to first-de-
gree murder and to swiftly bring 
justice to all officers involved. In 
my capacity as the city council 
member for Ward 1, I am commit-
ted to further and increased trans-
parency and accountability with 
the city of St. Paul’s operations.

I hope to see open and re-
newed dialogue around how our 
city prioritizes its funds. In regard 
to the St. Paul Police Department, 
I want to see a continued and in-

vigorated focus on de-escalation 
practices and shift to building and 
funding mental health resourc-
es for those in crisis. I also want 
to continue working with my 
city council colleagues to focus 
on community-first public safe-
ty strategies; for example, creating 
a People’s Cabinet and funding 
community organizations work-
ing with youth and restorative jus-
tice organizations.

As we move forward as a city 
in our rebuilding and healing 
process, I hope that the hunger 

for justice and change remains. I 
want to hear from more people 
and bring more voices to the deci-
sion-making table. I am listening 
and ready to work with you all.

Listening and ready to work

By 
DAI THAO 
ward1@ci.stpaul.mn.us

Ward 1 
St. Paul 

City 
Council

DO THE 
MATH!

It costs 50¢ /piece to mail a promotional 
flyer to local residents letting them know 

about your business, organization or 
upcoming event. That does not include 

design, production, and printing charges.

For only 6¢/piece you can 
have a 4-color flyer  

PRINTED AND DELIVERED 
with the Monitor !

$ + = $ + = % + = $ + = % + = $ + = $ 

Contact Denis Woulfe for details
Denis@MonitorSaintPaul.com 

(651) 917-4183

F R E E  T O  V I S I T O R S !

Saturday, Apr i l  27, 10-5

Sunday, Apr i l  28 , 1 -5

3537 37th Avenue South, Minneapol is  MN

s e c o n d s u i t e . o r g   |   c h r i s t o p h e r s t r o m . c o m

One stop for all of your

homeownership needs.

NMLS# 363923

BUY FIX KEEP

NeighborWorks Home Partners
533 Dale Street N., Saint Paul MN  55103
651-292-8710     nwhomepartners.org

prepare to buy a home
improve your credit
Home Stretch workshops
down payment programs
buy with our mortgages
and down payment

affordable home
improvement lending
with flexible terms
lead abatement
window replacement
MHFA Fix Up loans

free and confidential
foreclosure
intervention
counseling
refinance counseling
refinance your
mortgage with us

 

We stand united with our communities 
to end racism, 
achieve equity, 

and increase food access for all! 

Blues 4 George
By Seitu Jones

For more information or to get involved in our work 
at the intersection of art, culture, food & economic 

development to advance social change, 
please contact artoffoodstpaul@gmail.com

A collaborative project of the

g Asian Economic Development Association

g Frogtown Farm

g Public Art Saint Paul

g Urban Farm and Garden Alliance

gTwin Cities Community Agricultural 

Land Trust

With the support of the Kresge, Bigelow, 
HRK, Mardag, and St. Paul and Minnesota  

Communities Foundations

DO THE 
MATH!

It costs 50¢ /piece to mail a promotional 
flyer to local residents letting them know 

about your business, organization or 
upcoming event. That does not include 

design, production, and printing charges.

For only 6¢/piece you can 
have a 4-color flyer  

PRINTED AND DELIVERED 
with the Monitor !

$ + = $ + = % + = $ + = % + = $ + = $ 

Contact Denis Woulfe for details
Denis@MonitorSaintPaul.com 

(651) 917-4183

F R E E  T O  V I S I T O R S !

Saturday, Apr i l  27, 10-5

Sunday, Apr i l  28 , 1 -5

3537 37th Avenue South, Minneapol is  MN

s e c o n d s u i t e . o r g   |   c h r i s t o p h e r s t r o m . c o m
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By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
The first time Summit Uni-

versity resident Miki Lewis saw 
George Floyd he thought, “Now, 
there’s a big guy. Being from Af-
rican American neighborhoods, 

a lot of us come up thinking we 
have to show aggression – but 
George was different. He was very 
peaceful.”

Lewis explained, “We met 
in truck driving school in 2017, 

when George had been in Min-
neapolis for a couple of years. We 
naturally gravitated toward each 
other, and got to be friends.

“We were together for three 
months in training. I learned a 
lot about George in a short peri-
od of time. He was from Hous-
ton. He came to Minnesota for 
a fresh start. We both completed 
the training, and saw each other 
a few times after that. I hadn’t 
seen George in five months 
prior to this happening. When I 
learned about it on Facebook, I 
couldn’t believe it.”

Lewis continued, “For a lot 
of us, it’s the way George was 
killed that is fueling the anger 
right now. We’ve seen officers 
shoot us over and over again. 
To a certain extent, we’ve gotten 
desensitized to shooting. In the 
eyes of our community, it was 
the level of non-compassion that 
we saw in the killing. That officer 
just tucked his hand in his pock-
et and looked down on George 
as if he were nothing.”

 Lewis runs a non-violence 
initiative in the Summit Universi-
ty neighborhood called the Truce 
Center, and he is no stranger to 
violence himself. He said, “I’ve 
been stabbed, I’ve been shot, I’ve 
been homeless, I’ve been hungry, 
I’ve been cold.”

Out of these hard times, 

Lewis emerged with a strong faith 
and a commitment to assist in 
making the world a more peace-
ful place. It can often feel like 
an uphill battle, but Lewis press-
es on. He said, “I’m not scared 
anymore because, unfortunate-
ly, I’ve gotten used to this. There 
will be another unarmed black 
man murdered by a white officer, 
that’s no secret. We have a pres-
ident who is inciting racial dif-
ferences among us: I believe he’s 
trying to fuel further division, 
to fuel a race war. That divide is 
being driven even harder as time 
goes on. It seems like the divide 
is growing bigger, not smaller.” 

The work at the Truce Center 

is to help young people develop 
a positive sense of self through 
learning African American histo-
ry and conflict resolution skills. 

Lewis explained, “If there’s 
a kid being taught since he’s lit-
tle that you don’t like or tolerate 
certain kinds of people, and that 
kid grows up to be an adult who 
acts like that. Is it his fault? Is it 
his parents’ fault? Is it society’s 
fault? The only thing we can do 
is to try and educate each other 
about our pasts, and to try and 
develop empathy for what we’ve 
been through.” 

He continued, “You can feel 
the energy in the air right now; 
racism is really coming out of the 
closet. It’s becoming more bla-
tant than it has ever been before, 
but we can’t continue to divide 
ourselves as human beings. We 
will rebuild our cities. I guess 
we’ll see if the change comes 
then. We see what this divide has 
done to us. 

Lewis concluded, “It’s crit-
ically important for white peo-
ple to open their mouths and 
say when things are wrong and 
not fair, to stop keeping a closed 
mouth to the racial injustices 
happening around them. Some-
how or other, we’re all going to 
have to come together.” 

Your health is STILL Your health is STILL 
our priority!our priority!

LIVE, LOVE, LLOYD’SLIVE, LOVE, LLOYD’S

 

Independently owned and operated
Fast, friendly service

Prescription compounding
Blister packs

Delivery and mail out

Business Hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30am - 7:00pm

   Saturday 8:30am - 6:00pm
   Sunday 9:00am - 1:00pm

www.lloydsrx.comNow serving customers at Setzer Pharmacy
1685 Rice St., St. Paul

651-488-0251    www.lloydsrx.com

Independently owned and operated
Fast, friendly service

Prescription compounding
Blister pack

Delivery and mail out

Setzer Business Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 

8:00 am-8 pm
Sat.-Sun. 

9:00 am-5:00 pm

Lloyd’s Pharmacy’s building was destroyed 
during the riots two weeks ago, but our 
determination and commitment to the 
Hamline-Midway community lives on. 

We will rebuild, and meanwhile, will 
continue to serve our customers at our 

sister pharmacy, Setzer Pharmacy.
 

We appreciate the many kindnesses and messages  
of support we have received in the last few days.  
This is our home and we will be back to serve you  

at Snelling and Minnehaha once again.

We hope to open a mini-Lloyd’s in July in a nearby 
location, so we can continue to serve our customers 

while we rebuild Lloyd’s from the ground up.

By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN
Vale r i e  Cas t i l e  became 

known to the wider world when 
her son Philando was murdered 
by a St. Anthony police officer al-
most four years ago. 

In a recent phone inter-
view, she said, “This has been 
been a really emotional time for 
my whole family, since George 
Floyd was killed. If someone 
does something wrong, it’s their 
civil liberty to have their day in 

court. There’s no reason to take 
a human life unless you are sure 
that person is trying to kill you. 
I mean, really trying to kill you 
– and George Floyd was lying 
handcuffed with his face in the 
street.” 

In the years since her son’s 
death, Castile has built a founda-
tion to help victims affected by 
gun violence and police violence. 
The Philando Castile Relief Fund 
helps families of victims with fu-
neral attire and resources for grief 
counseling, among other things.

Castile, who talks regularly 
with elected officials about issues 
related to policing, community 
relations, and use of force, spoke 

with Governor Walz the day after 
Floyd’s murder. She told him, 
“People are going to rebel. I was 
so angry. Somewhere there’s a 
piece of paper 30’ long with all 
the names of people killed by po-
lice in this city. It’s too much to 
take.” 

She continued, “Everybody 
is trying to understand how 
things got so out of control with 
the riots. It seems like when the 
anger comes in, common sense 
goes right out the window. We’ve 
got to remember that there’s only 
one race, and that’s the human 
race. If enough of us continue to 
work on this together, something 
IS going to change.”

After her son’s death, Valerie Castile 
created the Philando Castile Relief 
Fund to help families of victims with 
funeral costs and resources for grief 
counseling. (Photo submitted)

THERE’S ONLY ONE RACE, AND THAT’S THE HUMAN RACE
Valerie Castile encourages people to work together for change

Miki Lewis is the founder and direc-
tor of the Truce Center in St. Paul. 
(Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

HOW TO SHRINK THE RACIAL DIVIDE? A conversation with 
the Truce Center’s 
Miki Lewis

Big Top Liquor, in the former Midway Perkins, was looted and set ablaze on Thursday, May 28, and the next day 
staff from Restoration Professionals was on site to board up the building. Firefighters were still working on DTLR 
Sports Dome the next day across the street. Businesses damaged there include Midway Tobacco, Boost Mobile, Maxx 
It Pawn, Culver’s and neighboring businesses. The eastern half of the Maxx It Pawn-Sports Dome group of businesses 
was leveled after looting, vandalism and fire. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)


