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Frogtown Radio WFNU 94.1 FM opening up airwaves in St. Paul
Line-up includes 40 music and talk shows representing all sorts of race, class, culture, and religious backgrounds
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

Radio station 94.1 FM WFNU, 
located in Frogtown, is allowing the 
St. Paul community to speak for 
itself. The station covers approxi-
mately a 5 mile radius and includes  
all of the Midway Como Monitor de-
livery area.

Check out the 40 original 
shows, ranging from funk, metal, 

gospel, oddball country, experi-
mental, jazz, and local hip hop 
music shows. Plus there are talk 
shows covering many varied expe-
riences from fatherhood, sobriety 
and recovering, finding self as a 
Korean adoptee, local businesses, 
conservative and liberal political 
talk, high school sports, and spoken 
word.

“We have a show for every-
one!” stated WFNU-LP Frogtown 
Community Radio Station Director 
Simona Zappas. 

“Our programmers come from 
all sorts of race, class, cultural, and 
religious backgrounds, and bring 
their own experiences and taste to 
their shows.”

They are always looking for 
new people to join the team. 

“I’m starting to work on 
recruiting more women and 
LGBTQIA folks to join the station 
because right now most of our pro-
grammers are male,” remarked Zap-
pas. “I’m really looking forward to 
more folks joining our growing sta-
tion, and I’m grateful to everyone 
who is already part of it. Everyone 
puts so much of themselves into 
their shows, and it really pays off.” 

The WFNU broadcast range 
covers downtown Saint Paul, most 
of St. Paul’s west side, and a snippet 
of South Minneapolis. Those not 
in the coverage area can stream at 
wfnu.org or on the app which you 
can find by searching WFNU on ei-
ther the App or Google Play store.

Four years in the making
It took about four years to get 
WFNU an FM license. In 2011, 

President Obama signed the Local 
Community Radio Act, which 
opened up a finite number of 
low-power FM licenses, allowing for 
new frequencies to create commu-
nity stations across the country. 

“The exciting opportunity 
caught the eye of the Sam Buffing-
ton, the head organizer of the Frog-
town Neighborhood Association 
(The FNA),” recalled Zappas. “Sam 
was the driving visioning force 
behind the effort to get Frogtown 
a radio station. At the time, Frog-
town was the only neighborhood 
in Saint Paul that did not have a 
free community newspaper to share 
local news. Radio offered a cheaper, 
dynamic way to organize the com-
munity.” 

To drive this project, Buffing-
ton brought on WFNU’s first, pio-
neering director, Julie Censullo.

It was clear the FCC would not 
do this again, pointed out Zappas, 
so organizers from Frogtown and 
Phillips neighborhood in Minne-
apolis formed the Twin Cites Com-
munity Radio Initiative and began 
working with community members 

to submit applications to the FCC. 
In December of 2014, the 

FCC granted the FNA a permit to 
build a community radio station 
and broadcast on 94.1 FM. By 
April of 2015, WFNU had recruit-

ed and trained enough volunteers 
to broadcast its first show. Initial-
ly, WFNU only existed online, as 
money was raised to get an antenna 

Family Resemblance Photography Project 
points out our genetic similarities
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

Photographer Eric Mueller 
has been at work on a person-
al project called Family Resem-
blance since 2016. “My goal is 
to document and celebrate peo-
ple who are genetically related,” 
Mueller said, “and who bear a 
strong resemblance to one an-
other.” To date, Mueller has pho-
tographed almost 300 people in 
120 sittings, and he plans to do 
many more.

Why the interest in family 
resemblance? “I was adopted as 
a kid,” Mueller said, “so I don’t 
look like anyone in my fami-
ly.” He was quick to add that 
his adoption experience was ex-
tremely positive; he just finds 
himself drawn to explore the ter-
rain of family through the lens of 
this project. 

Mueller said, “While I don’t 
yet know if the work will evolve 
into a book, a gallery exhibit, or 
an electronic platform, I feel in-
vigorated by the sessions.” 

The project started, as most 
projects do, as a somewhere-
out-in-the-distance thought. 

There are 40 original shows on WFNU, ranging from funk, metal, gospel, 
oddball country, experimental, jazz, and local hip hop music shows. Plus 
there are talk shows covering many varied experiences from fatherhood, 
sobriety and recovering, finding self as a Korean adoptee, local businesses, 
conservative and liberal political talk, high school sports, and spoken word.

Eric Mueller, photographer and creator of the photography project Family 
Resemblance in his St. Paul studio. In addition to running a commercial 
photography business, Mueller teaches iPhone photography classes at Inde-
pendent Film Project Minnesota, the Minnetonka Center for the Arts, and 
the Minneapolis Central Library. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Diverse representation and actually reflecting who is part of the Frogtown 
Community are fundamental to why WFNU exists. The station actively 
works to recruit and train folks to run their own radio shows. For more in-
formation, browse wfnu.org. (Photo submitted)

“Radio is historically dominated by 
cisgendered, white men, and the 
ability to move upward in the field is 
really limited by access to higher ed-
ucation,” said WFNU-LP Frogtown 
Community Radio Station Director 
Simona Zappas. “WFNU is deter-
mined to challenge those practices 
by making training in broadcasting 
accessible to anyone regardless of 
their background, and to opening 
up the airwaves to all folks.” (Photo 
submitted)

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 2
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Junior Achievement of the Upper Midwest moving to Midway location
There was a symbolic ground-
breaking ceremony on July 25 
for Junior Achievement of the 
Upper Midwest’s (JAUM) new 
home in the Midway. The event 
included a preview of plans for 
the building and recognition of 

lead gift donors.
Spurred by a lead gift of $4 

million from Jim and Patricia 
Hemak, the organization is half-
way to its $20 million fundrais-
ing goal for the Let’s Build cam-
paign.

JAUM purchased the build-
ing at 1745 University Ave W., 
which will be redesigned and 
refurbished to meet its specif-
ic needs. The building—named 
the Junior Achievement James 
R. and Patricia Hemak Experien-
tial Learning Center—will house 
three premier learning labs: 
JAUM’s existing JA BizTown and 
JA Finance Park programs and 
the first-of-its-kind JA Innova-
tion Incubator. 

The  Le t ’s  Bui ld  capi ta l 
campaign will allow JAUM to 
double the number of students 
served in its experiential learn-
ing labs from 17,000 to 34,000. 
The campaign will also grow the 
Junior Achievement Foundation 
of the Upper Midwest, provid-
ing the organization with fund-
ing to meet new demands for 
program expansion, operating 
needs, technology upgrades and 
the ability to continue provid-
ing programs to local schools 
at little or no cost. Currently, 
JAUM is based in Maplewood.

Jun io r  Ach ievement  o f 
the Upper Midwest has been 
serving students in Minneso-

ta, North Dakota and western 
Wisconsin since 1949. During 
the 2016-17 school year, JAUM 
reached more than 163,000 
students in grades K-12 with 
financial literacy, college and 
career readiness,  and entre-

preneurship education. JAUM 
programs are implemented by 
nearly 10,000 volunteers, most-
ly business professionals, who 
share their skills and experi-
ence to motivate and inspire 
students to succeed.

Mueller explained, “In 2010, I 
started searching for my birth 
mother.  I  learned that  she 
had passed away, never mar-
ried, and had no other chil-
dren. It seemed like kind of a 
dead end—but then I learned 
that she had a cousin, and that 
woman was still alive.” 

“I was able to arrange a 
meeting with her, with the help 
of Lutheran Social Services. The 
cousin brought a big box of 
things to our meeting that had 
belonged to my birth mother, in-
cluding photos, and I could see 
a strong family resemblance be-
tween us.” 

The project got a jump-start 
when Mueller was approached 
by TPT to be featured on their 
television show, MN Original. He 
explained, “I shared the story of 
my search for my birth mother 
with the producer. She wanted to 
film me shooting what would be-
come the first session of the Fam-
ily Resemblance Project, which I 
had mentioned was something I 
was just thinking about explor-

ing. That was about right around 
Labor Day 2016, and I’ve been 
rolling ever since.”

To sign up for a session 
of Family Resemblance, visit 
https://slotted.co/famrespro. A 
session lasts 30 minutes, and 
participants are asked to come 
dressed in white. All of the ses-

sions take place in Mueller’s 
studio, on the second floor 
of the 550 Vandalia Building. 
Mueller  uses  a  white  back-
ground and flat lighting, so 
there’s nothing to detract from 
the power of the faces, and the 
family resemblance they share.

As a thank you for partic-

ipating in the project, Muel-
ler makes each participant an 
8x10” enlargement of their fa-
vorite shot.

“I think that people have 
responded really well to this 
project,” he said. “Some have 
traveled significant distances to 
participate, or have requested 

special dates around holidays 
like Mother’s Day (when all of 
the available slots filled in a 
flash.) 

M u e l l e r  c o n c l u d e d ,  ” I 
would love viewers to look at 
these photos one day and say, 
“Hey, there’s somebody who 
looks like me!”

Family resemblance 
project
Continued from page 1

In each Family Resemblance session, Mueller 
shoots three different types of portraits. The first 
set is looking at the camera straight-on without 
much emotion. Pictured left to right are daughter 
Stefani Asante-Totimeh and father, Kwame As-
ante-Mensah. (Photo by Eric Mueller)

The second set is taken while the subjects are 
talking or otherwise interacting with each other. 
Pictured left to right are mother Tara Kolberg 
and daughter Mikaia Kolberg. (Photo by Eric 
Mueller)

In the third set, Mueller asks the subjects what 
they want to do. Pictured left to right are father 
Lee Whiting and son Ike Whiting. (Photo by 
Eric Mueller) 

The building at 1745 University Ave. W. will become the new home for Ju-
nior Achievement of the Upper Midwest. (Photo provided)
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The Hamline Midway Library, 
1558 W. Minnehaha Ave., is a 
community treasure just wait-
ing for you to explore. As sum-
mer shifts toward fall this Aug. 
and September, the library is 
hosting a wide variety of events 
to inform, entertain, and in-
spire you!

The library hosts Preschool 
Storytime in English on Fridays 
from 10:30am-11am. These sto-
rytimes feature puppets, songs, 
finger plays, stories, and more 
and are a great way for young 
children to build social and 
school readiness skills while 
bonding with their caregivers. 
Join the fun Aug. 11, 18, and 25 
and Sept. 8, 15, and 22.

On Sat., Aug. 12, 2-3pm, the 
Summer Spark program brings 
local theater Dreamland Arts 
to the library, presenting “Chil-
dren’s Stories from India.” Sto-
ryteller and Midway resident 
Zaraawar Mistry performs stories 

he heard during his childhood in 
India with musical accompani-
ment by Greg Herriges. For ages 
3 and over.

On Tues., Aug. 15, 10:30-
11:30am, Minnesota picture 
book author Tracy Nelson Maur-
er presents “Who Made Ameri-
ca’s History Grow? John Deere, 
That’s Who!” Tracy will pres-
ent her new picture book about 
John Deere and share surprising 
facts about the man who devel-
oped a new kind of plow in the 
1830s, one that changed farm-
ing and a nation forever. Enjoy 

a fun, interactive presentation 
with a writer who’s published 
more than 100 titles for chil-
dren, including another new pic-
ture book about Noah Webster, 
creator of the first truly Ameri-
can dictionary.

Teen Book Club meets Sat., 
Aug. 19, 3-4pm. Teens get togeth-
er to discuss graphic novels, Bat-
tle of the Books, Read Brave, and 
more. For grades 9+.

On Mon., Aug. 21, 4:30-
6:30pm, the library hosts Nature 
Smart Fun. Learn about bees and 
do bee-related crafts. Make a bee 
bath, bee buddy, and a queen 
bee crown! The event will also 
feature guests from the Bee Real 
Bee Everywhere project for some 
fun outdoor activities.

Teen Movie Night takes over 
the library auditorium on Wed., 
Aug. 23, 5:30-7:30pm with the 

Disney animated classic “The 
AristoCats.” Popcorn will be 
served!

The Show and Tell Book 
Club, for kids in grades 1-3, 
meets on Sat., Aug. 26, 1:30-
2:15pm. Join librarian Shelly to 
share books and do fun activities 
aimed at building kids’ love of 
reading.

Jody’s Documentary Film 
Series features two short films 
on Wed., Aug. 30, 1-3pm. The 
first is “4.1 Miles” by filmmak-
er Daphne Matziaraki. This 2017 
Academy Award nominee puts 
viewers right on the boat with a 
Greek Coast Guard captain and 
crew as they save refugees from 
drowning. The second film is 
“From Damascus to Chicago” by 
filmmakers Colleen Cassingham 
and Alex Lederman. Their film 
follows siblings Akram and Retaj 

as they enroll in dance class and 
help smooth the difficult transi-
tion to a new life for themselves 
and their parents. Enjoy these 
free films and snacks, then stay 
for a discussion facilitated by 
Jody. This program is a collab-
oration of the award–winning 
PBS documentary series POV, the 
Hamline Midway Elders, and the 
library.

All St. Paul libraries will be 
closed for the Labor Day week-
end, Sat., Sept. 2-Mon., Sept. 4.

The Saints and Sinners Mys-
tery Book Club meets on Sat., 
Sept. 9, 1-2pm, to discuss good 
mysteries. Contact volunteer G. 
Balter for book list or more infor-
mation at gerribalter@gmail.com 
or 651-224-5570.

On Sat., Sept. 16, 1:30pm-
3pm,  the  l ibrary  hosts  the 
popular  Science Saturdays 
program, featuring Balance Cir-
cus. School-age children and 
their families are invited to 
stack objects and odd shapes 
on rockers to experiment with 
what balances and what comes 
crashing down. Learn to bal-
ance a stick at the end of your 
hand, make a balancing clown, 
talk about tightrope walkers, 
and more!

As the start of another school 
year approaches, we’re thinking 
about how we can support a year 
of awesome adventures in learn-
ing and connections by making 
sure Hamline Elementary kids 
have the school supplies they 
need, starting on the first day of 
school.

So,  we’re asking you to 
join us, friends and neighbors, 
to collect those basic items that 

help families and kids feel con-
fident and special as they begin 
a new school year. Maybe you’re 
someone who loves school sup-
ply shopping or someone who 
remembers the excitement of a 
new school year or possibly the 
worry that you might show up 
without the things you need—
whoever you are, you can lighten 
a family’s load and give a student 
a great start to the school year. 
Small acts of kindness add up to 
big love.

Here’s how you can invest 
in these young learners: pick up 
a backpack or a few basic sup-
plies like pencils, crayons, col-
ored pencils, glue sticks, spiral 
notebooks, folders, erasers, and 
scissors. Or if you prefer, fill a 
backpack for a Hamline student 

with everything they’ll need. 
You can find a full list of school 
supplies, sorted by grade level, 
on the Hamline Elementary web 
page (http://www.spps.org/do-
main/8363 and on the Families 
dropdown tab click on “Supply 
Lists”) or the Discover Hamline 
Elementary Facebook page. 

Donations can be dropped 
off at the Hamline Elementa-
ry Family Resource Room any 
Thursday in August between 
10am-1pm or at the Hamline El-
ementary PTA food booth at the 
Hamline Midway Summer Mar-
ket on Aug, 17 in the Hamline 
Church parking lot. Arrange-
ments for pick up can be made 
by contacting the Hamline Ele-
mentary PTA at HamlineElemen-
taryPTA@gmail.com.
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Programs planned that inform, entertain and inspire!

News from Hamline Midway Library
By CARRIE POMEROY

Donating supplies would help a kid start right!

Hamline Elementary School
By JESSICA KOPP
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• Academy of Finance (AOF) stu-
dents at Como have been busy 
with internships, employment, 
and educational opportunities. 
Four AOF students recently com-
pleted a week-long experience at 
the Carlson School of Manage-
ment on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. 

Tu Lor Eh Paw, Mario San-
chez-Lopez, Pa Houa Lee and 
Lizbeth Antunez Miranda were 
all participants in the Gopher 
Business program. The Carlson 
School invites 50 high-achieving 
students from across the state to 
campus each summer to engage 
in a business challenge. Students 
are immersed in case study com-
petitions and simulations for 
corporate and non-profit sites. 
Mentors and teachers included 
Carlson School faculty and Twin 
Cities business leaders. 

Another program that includ-
ed Como AOF students was the 
Minnesota Council of Economic 
Education (MCEE) Personal Fi-
nance Summer Institute. Lauren 
Thompson, PaYing Vang, and Way 
Htoo participated in the week-
long institute which was also held 
on the University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities campus. The students 
explored future careers, college fi-
nances, savings plans, debt and 
credit issues through discussions 
and simulations with instructors 
and guest speakers from the fi-
nancial industry. 

• Como’s Robotics Team has 
been active through the summer 
with participation at communi-
ty events. Officially recognized 
as BEASTBot Team 2855 by the 
State High School League, Co-
mo’s team demonstrated their 
competitive robot from the 2017 
season at the Slice of Shore view 
Festival. They also displayed 

Sparky, the team’s “funbot.” The 
event was a valuable opportunity 
to network with potential part-
ners and supporters while help-
ing keep technology and science 
fresh in people’s minds.

BEASTBot was also sched-
uled to present at the 3M campus 
on Aug. 4 for the annual “Ro-
bots on the Plaza” celebration. 
The final summer activity for the 
team will be demonstrating their 
robots at the State Fair over Labor 
Day weekend. Como’s successful 
robotics program involves 25-30 
students each academic year and 
is led by Como teachers Donna 
Norberg and Michael Fisher. 

• Every summer, cadets in Co-
mo’s Marine Corps JROTC em-
bark upon a journey that helps 
build leadership, patriotism, 
service, and camaraderie. While 
last year’s trip was to Washington 
D.C. and the Quantico Marine 
Base in Virginia, the 2017 adven-
ture allowed the cadets to experi-
ence a week in the wilderness of 
South Dakota. 

38 cadets participated in ac-
tivities that including camping, 
drilling, survival training, envi-
ronmental stewardship, hiking 
and study visits to historical sites. 
Students analyzed leadership and 
the presidency at Mount Rush-
more, Native American history 
at the Crazy Horse Memorial, ge-
ology and physiography in the 
Black Hills, and wildlife at the 

Reptile Gardens. 
Sophomore cadet Ong Vang 

wrote a letter of gratitude to the 
trip sponsors, which included 
Ecolab. In it, she emphasized the 
value of the exploration and the 
personal growth it provided to all 
of the cadets. “Thank you for this 
wonderful experience you made 
happen for us teenagers, some of 
us who may have never been out 
of state or seen the stars shine so 
bright at night,” Vang said.

• Como Park’s football team had 
a successful fundraiser bagging 
groceries at Cub Foods which 
will allow for the purchase of 
new varsity uniforms. This will 
be the first uniform upgrade for 
the Cougars in a decade. The 
players are excited that they’ll be 
able to represent their school in 
some new black and gold.

Another development for 
the Como football program was 
being chosen as a top 20 school 
for the Let’s Play High School 

Equipment Makeover Challenge. 
Como’s selection was based on 
a competitive application that 
included videos explaining the 
need and plan for improved 
equipment.

Now that Como has ad-
vanced into the final national 
round of 20, the Cougars’ video 
will be entered into a public on-
line vote that starts on Sept. 8. 
The public voting will determine 
the top 10 schools, who will 
each receive $1,000 for athletic 
equipment, and then continue 
in the competition with the ul-
timate prize for first place being 
$100,000 for the athletic depart-
ment of the winning school. De-
tails and links for the online vote 
will be on Como’s website and in 
next month’s Monitor.

• The Minnesota State High 
School League’s “fall” sports sea-
son begins on Mon., Aug. 14. For 
Como Park athletics, that means 
students will be practicing with 
their coaches and competing in 
games for three weeks before 
classes begin on Sept. 5. 

Fall sports at Como include 
football, soccer and cross coun-
try running for the boys. Girls’ 
programs include volleyball, 
soccer, swimming, tennis and 
cross country running. Over 250 
Como students participate on fall 
sports teams. 

For a full schedule of Como 
games and contests, visit saint-
paul.sports.org, or spps.org, 
“About” and click on the Athlet-
ics tab.

Great Back-to-school Bike Deals!
Tuesdays and Thursdays 5 PM - 8 PM; and Sundays noon - 4 PM

Summer learning experiences and sports prep

Como cadets in the Marine Corps JROTC, pictured in front of Mount Rush-
more, had an empowering experience in South Dakota. (See story).

Como students made adjustments to their robot at a community festival. The 
team stays active through summer with demonstrations (see story).
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and build a studio. 
In August 2016, the anten-

na went up, and WFNU began 
broadcasting on FM.

“In most cases, large media 
groups or corporations adminis-
ter and project an identity onto a 
community by either positive or 
negative portrayals on TV, press 
or radio. Usually, these portrayals 
are built from racist, classist and 
sexist assumptions,” pointed out 
Zappas. 

“Local radio is a great way 
to buck off those assumptions 
by having actual community 
members speak up about what 
is going on in their lives, their 
neighborhood, and their world. 
It’s a great way to share authentic 
identities by inviting neighbors 

to share their thoughts and play 
really good music.” 

Using media to share stories
Zappas was hired to work at the 
station in February 2017. She 
has loved radio for a long time. 

Her high school actually 
had a small station where kids 
could DJ during lunch for the 
rest of the student body. “It was 
controlled by a group of older 
boys who thought they were a 
lot cooler than they were and 
despite my repeated asks, they 
would not let me DJ. I figured it 
was since I’m a girl,” said Zap-
pas. 

“So,  I  spoke up and re-
minded the group that the sta-
tion was for the whole student 
body and not just a select few. 
That’s really been my mentali-
ty and approach to media since 
then—decentralize the exclu-

sionary power and share it with 
more folks.”

She  s tudied media  and 
cultural studies at Macalester, 
while climbing the ranks at the 
radio station to ultimately be-
come a co-director. She also in-
terned and produced an origi-
nal show at the St. Paul Neigh-
borhood Network (SPNN). 
Next she worked in the Youth 
Department at Neighborhood 
House as a CTEP Americorps 
worker and added media-litera-
cy elements to the existing cur-
riculum. 

“ In  my career  so  fa r,  I 
have been fortunate to be part 
of a number of organizations 
who have been doing fantastic 
work in community media and 
media justice,” remarked Zap-
pas. “This work is important 
to me because using media to 
share stories, and gain technol-

ogy skills is an amazing way to 
feel empowered.” 

Since joining WFNU, she 
has been working to expand the 
station and build stronger inter-
nal policies.

Opening up airwaves to all
“What’s really cool about radio 
is that the transmitters used 
have a limit of how far they can 
transmit sound,” said Zappas. “I 
know that sounds like a nega-
tive, but for WFNU we’re really 
trying to be St. Paul’s radio sta-
tion, so with that in mind, how 
cool is it that our transmitter is 
strongest in St. Paul!” 

Radio is also valuable be-
cause it’s one of the cheapest 
forms of media for listeners to 
use, and it doesn’t require much 
digital literacy she pointed out.

Diverse representation and 
actually reflecting who is part of 

the Frogtown Community are 
fundamental to why WFNU ex-
ists and why it is so good, ac-
cording to Zappas. 

“Radio is historically dom-
inated by cisgendered, white 
men, and the ability to move 
upward in the field is really 
limited by access to higher ed-
ucation,” she said. “WFNU is 
determined to challenge those 
practices by making training in 
broadcasting accessible to any-
one regardless of their back-
ground, and to opening up the 
airwaves to all folks.” 

Anyone interested in having 
their own show can apply on 
the website. A number of volun-
teer committees are open to the 
public to join, including show 
selection and fundraising, or 
the general steering committee. 
To learn more, email simona@
wfnu.org.

The 2017 Neighborhood Sales 
Tax Revitalization (STAR) com-
petitive grant and loan program 
includes projects to help immi-
grants and refugees, thanks to 
area nonprofits. The St. Paul City 
Council July 19 approved grant 
and loan funding for 19 proj-
ects. A total of $2,024,063 won 
approval—$1,462,063 in grants 
and $562,163 in loans. Project 
matches total $10,852,263.

The top-ranked project city-
wide is for renovation of Capital 
Deals, a store on Smith Ave. on 
the city’s West Side. 

The highest-ranked project 

in the Midway area is African 
Economic Development Solu-
tions, which finished ninth. The 
development group, which is 
located at 1821 University Ave., 
will use a $100,000 grant and 

$123,000 match to provide a 
revolving loan fund for African 
entrepreneurs citywide. The non-
profit has worked with several Af-
rican businessmen and women 
on N. Snelling Ave. 

Ranked 11th is the Inter-
national Institute of Minneso-
ta’s Second Century Campaign, 
which was given a $200,000 
grant. The match is more than 
$5.18 million. The Internation-
al Institute plans to expand and 
renovate its facilities at 1694 
Como Ave. to help new immi-
grants and refugees in its New 
American Workshop program.

Improvements to the com-
mercial building at 704-738 
University Ave. ranked 12th. A 
$47,500 grant and $47,599 loan 

were approved, with a match of 
$181,000.

Twelve  projects  weren’ t 
funded, including a capital 
campaign request from Junior 
Achievement of the Upper Mid-
west. Junior Achievement is ren-
ovating a building at 1745 Uni-
versity Ave. for it programs. The 
group sought $1 million for a 
$15.3 million project. The proj-
ect is going ahead without the 
city funds.

Other area projects that 
weren’t funded include a re-
quest from the Joy to the Peo-
ple Foundation toward a multi-
sports facility at 890 Cromwell 
Ave. and Lifetrack Resources’ 
request for facilities improve-
ments and a new preschool at 
709 University Ave.

Thirty-one projects were 
considered for the $2 million 
in this year’s funding round, as 
compared to 39 in 2016. The 31 
submissions sought $5,038,315, 
with $4,356,902 in grants and 

$681,413 in loans.  Matches 
proposed by applications to-
taled $33,907,471. All Neigh-
borhood STAR projects require 
a minimum one-to-one match 
of money, material and profes-
sional services.

Target renovations complete
Months of getting lost while 
shopping have come to an end 
as Target Corporation has com-
pleted remodeling its Midway 
store at Hamline and Univer-
sity avenues. The store at 1300 
University Ave. is one of three 
stores around the state Target is 
remodeling.

Work wrapped up in July. 
The store features changes in 
décor, brighter lighting, and 
more checkout lanes. Many de-
partments were moved from 
their longtime locations. The 
grocery area was also expanded. 

Ryan Companies led the 
remodeling work.

The St. Paul-Midway store 
was one of 110 Target stores 
across the country receiving 
a top-to-bottom overhaul in 
2017, according to Target. The 
other two Minnesota stores 
undergoing remodeling are 
on Nicollet Mall in downtown 
Minneapolis and in St. Louis 
Park. Other Twin Cities Tar-
get stores will get smaller up-
grades.

St. Paul City Council awards $2+ million in STAR funds

Development Roundup
By JANE MCCLURE

Radio station
Continued from page 1
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Reading Partners: One child. One tutor. Infinite possibilities.
Midway nonprofit Twin Cities Reading Partners builds one on one to benefit hundreds, one student at a time 
By JAN WILLMS

One child. One tutor. Infinite 
possibilities. This is the motto of 
Reading Partners, 2300 Myrtle Ave., 
a nonprofit designed to increase the 
reading level of children in Title 1 
schools. By using tutors to work 
one-on-one with children in K-5th 
grade, Reading Partners has made a 
great impact on these students and 
their ability to read at or above their 
grade level.

“The program started in Cal-
ifornia in 1999,” said Karen Ca-
sanova, executive director of the 
Twin Cities Reading Partners. “The 
first decade was about working on 
a program model and testing the 
curriculum. Once that was ready 
to go, there was a rapid expansion 
after 2010. “Federal funding helped 
bring the program to other cities. 

We are now operating in 14 cities 
nationwide, Minneapolis-St. Paul 
became the 13th location to adopt 
the program.

“We launched the program 
in schools in the fall of 2015,” 
Casanova said. “We started in six 
schools, four in St. Paul and two in 
Minneapolis. We added five more 
for a total of 11 this year, and next 
year we will be in 13 schools in the 
Twin Cities.”

Reading Partners served 470 
students in the Metro this past year, 
with 570 volunteer tutors. “Typical-
ly, we have 1.5 tutors per student,” 
Casanova said. Students get tutored 
twice a week for 45 minutes.

Teachers refer students to the 
program, and a child may be as lit-
tle as a month behind in reading or 
up to two years behind, according 

to Casanova. “We serve both those 
who are moderately behind and 
those profoundly behind,” she ex-
plained.

For older students who may 
have consistently fallen behind year 
after year, the goal is to close that 
increasing gap. The next goal is to 
accelerate the reading process so 
that they can catch up. 

“There is no secret sauce or 
silver bullet,” Casanova said, “but 
just really good literacy instruc-
tion.” She said the curriculum is 
broken down and laid out so that a 
non-teacher can do the instruction, 
step by step. 

“We meet the students where 
they are,” she noted. “If a third 
grader is reading at a first-grade 

Volunteer tutor does his part to bridge the ‘opportunity gap’ 
By JAN WILLMS

Colin Anderson was looking 
for a way to be more meaningful 
with what he was doing in his 
life. He had been looking at the 
school system, and he said that 
he came across research that in-
dicated 75 percent of educators 
and administrators and 75 per-
cent of freshmen agreed that the 
freshmen were not prepared for 
college.

“Throwing money at free 
tuition is like throwing money 
away,” he said. “Where does it 
start to go wrong?” 

Anderson said he did not 
think there was an achievement 
gap, as so commonly stated, but 
rather an opportunity gap. “All 
these children can achieve, but 
not all have the same opportuni-
ties.”

As he walked his dog one 
day, he came across Hamline Ele-
mentary, 1599 Englewood Ave. “I 
realized there was a school right 
here in my neighborhood, and 
I just reached out to them,” he 
noted.

“I told them I have a love for 
reading, and that is what I would 
be most passionate about.”

So in April 2016, Anderson 
became one of the volunteer tu-

tors for Reading Partners, an orga-
nization dedicated to improving 
the reading skills of elementary 
students and bringing children up 
to their class reading level.

“I did one session, and when 
the year ended I was waiting to 
start again,” he said. “I really en-
joyed it; it was so much fun.”

He said in August of that year 
he was ready to sign up again. He 
was told by Reading Partners not 
to worry; they let the kids get set-
tled in school before they started 
up the tutoring.

“I decided on two hours a 
week,” Anderson said. He said 
that Sarah, the site coordinator at 
Hamline, made him much better 
as a volunteer through her teach-
ing. “Now I am impacting two 
students, and it is even more re-
warding,” he said.

Anderson said he was really 
blown away with Reading Part-
ners. “I grew up in a small town 
in Illinois, and my parents were 
very involved,” he said. But he 
was tutoring kids who might not 
be able to get help with home-
work at home.

“A lot of it is that the parents 
are not English speakers,” he ex-
plained. He cited one example of 
where most of the communica-

tion for the family was done by 
the second grader he was tutoring 
or his 8th-grade sister. “The par-
ents are providing, but they are 
all working,” he said. “Or one dad 
is a single parent and a personal 
care assistant. He’s a great guy but 
has a very intensive job, and there 
is a limit to what he can do.”

Anderson said the volunteer-
ing is very easy. “If you just go in 
there and read the lesson they 
provide, it is meaningful. But you 
build rapport with students, pro-
vide the narrative and lesson of a 
story and want the student to give 
answers.”

“I am amazed at how much 
the male students get from hav-
ing a male role model,” Anderson 
said. He talked about students 
he worked with, who improved 
not only in their reading but their 
penmanship and behavior.

He said all the volunteers 

bring their own experiences to 
the table. “One of the other tu-
tors is bilingual,” he said. “I have 
tattoos, and the first and third 
graders I was working with were 
impressed.” 

One of  the  things  that 
blew him away was how easy 
the Reading Partners program 
is. “Any time a problem devel-
oped, if it wasn’t something 
they directly had an answer for, 
they would get the answer,” he 
said. “You see how this program 
works as a community builder 
itself, and you are glad that’s 
how somebody knows you.”

“You demonstrate who you 
are, and what you are there for,” 
he said. “I’m a big baseball fan, 
and I wore a baseball jersey and 
got them asking questions. I 
have a dog, and they ask to see 
pictures of him.”

Anderson said if kids get 

distracted during the tutor read-
aloud, he asks them questions. 
“Just do what’s there in front of 
you, and it makes you look like 
this seasoned language teacher.”

He said that sometimes, if a 
child is having problems, there 
might be something else going 
on in his/her life. “Reading Part-
ners will find out what is going 
on,” he said.

“I cannot endorse this pro-
gram and this opportunity more 
for people,” Anderson said. ”We 
can all find somewhere during 
the week for an hour. Just ar-
range it with your workplace 
and ask if you can come in late 
one day.”

He said the impact of the 
program is so apparent and so 
meaningful. “It is such an amaz-
ing way to see what a diverse 
community we live amongst and 
can impact.”

Reading Partners was started in California in 1999. Twin Cities Reading 
Partners, 2300 Myrtle Ave., started with six schools in 2015, and hopes that 
next year they will serve 13 schools. (Photo provided0

Continued on page 7
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level, the child is not getting much 
out of it. We rely on teachers to 
refer students who can benefit the 
most from one-on-one.”

Casanova said that typically 
at a new school, Reading Partners 
serves 40 students a year with twice-
a-week sessions. At schools they 
have been in longer, upwards of 60 
students are served. 

Although nationally Read-
ing Partners has pulled back from 
working with fifth graders, the 
Twin Cities organization does ex-
tend to this age group. “We do this 
for a couple of reasons,” Casanova 
explained. “The Minnesota Read-
ing Corps has its focus on younger 
children. And after fifth grade, kids 
go off to middle school. They will 
not teach them to read in middle 
school. We hope to invest resourc-
es in students before that. Ideally, 
the younger you can catch the stu-
dents, the easier it is for them to get 
caught up.”

“Our goal is to prepare them 
to be successful on the Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessment, once 
they get to third and fourth grades. 
But we really want to give them 
everything they need to move on 
to middle school successfully, and 
that’s why we have kept the pro-
gram going in fifth grade here.”

She said Reading Partners op-
erates only in Title 1 schools and 
is working mostly with children of 
color to narrow the achievement 
gap. “We call it a literacy achieve-
ment gap,” she said. “Reading is 
everything. You can’t be successful 
in math if you don’t know how to 
read. More and more, math is word 
problems. And if you have a strong 

science background, you still can’t 
do science if you can’t read. It is the 
key to everything.”

Casanova said she wished the 
program had more volunteers than 

it needed, but it doesn’t have quite 
enough. “We have been able to at-
tract 570 in two years, but there are 
17,000 kids in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul who could benefit from the 

tutoring, so we are just scratching 
the surface right now. The only 
things that limit us are funding and 
human capital, our volunteers.”

She said that Reading Partners 
pulls out all stops in its recruiting 
of volunteers. The organization ad-
vertises online and in the fall and 
right after the holidays it advertises 
on Facebook. A couple of Ameri-
corps employees reach out to the 
colleges, universities, communi-
ty organizations and faith-based 
groups. “We talk to people about 
what we are doing, and we cast a 
wide net through the Internet and 
social media,” she added. “We go to 
festivals, and open streets and any-
where people are gathered so that 
we can talk to them.”

Tutors receive 1.5 to 2 hours 
of initial training. They can do a 
shadow session if they like to get a 
sense of how the program works. 
When they get assigned, the student 
and the tutor take the time to get to 
know each other and start building 
a relationship.

“A big chunk of the lessons 
are very scripted,” Casanova stated. 
“Volunteers can follow the script 
until they have an idea of how ev-
erything works.” She said Ameri-
corps members serve as site coor-
dinators and can help tutors if they 
are hitting a wall or don’t under-
stand something about the curricu-
lum. “There is onsite support all the 
time,” Casanova related.

She said that typically a read-
ing center is an unused classroom 
with tables and chairs. “We bring 
in everything else, the curriculum 
and the books we are using,” she 
said. “Every session starts with the 
tutor reading aloud to the student 
for 10 minutes. They ask the stu-
dents questions, teaching them 
that they read to learn and acquire 
knowledge.”

Casanova said Reading Part-
ners is very data driven and assesses 
students before they enter the pro-
gram as a baseline. “We also assess 
the students midway through the 
year, so we know that what we are 
doing is working, or if we need to 
change things a little bit,” she said. 
At the end of the year, there is an-
other assessment. “Tutors also keep 
weekly notes, and the staff looks at 
the notes to see if there are any red 
flags.” The students are not only 
taught to read but to comprehend 
and enjoy the ability to read.

“We also have two full-time 
program managers who oversee 
the Americorps volunteers,” Casa-
nova said. “They are former teach-
ers or have teaching degrees. They 
know how to look at data, talk 
with teachers and make sure we 
are doing our best by the kids.” She 
said that teachers, principals, and 
volunteers have all been surveyed, 
with all groups giving high marks 
to the program. This year, students 
were surveyed as well. “We don’t 
have the results yet, but I’m anxious 
to see them,” Casanova said.

“The most challenging part is 
working with schools and school 
districts, which I understand,” 
Casanova said. “They get a lot of 
programs thrown their way. We 
are not coming at it like we are 
a savior or a game changer, but 
we try to build that support from 
within. We start small and build 
on our reputation and the differ-
ence we are making with the kids. 
Funding is also always very chal-
lenging.”

“But the most rewarding part 
is the kids,” she continued. “Two 
years in, we are just seeing those re-
sults and hearing stories from tutors 
about how remarkable it has been 
to see the students they are working 
with making progress.”

Twin Cities Reading Partners typically serves 40 students per school in 
twice-a-week sessions. (Photo provided)

Reading Partners
Continued from page 6
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City Council fills another funding gap for soccer stadium
By JANE MCCLURE

Tax increment financing 
(TIF) proceeds will be used to 
fill a $900,000 gap in environ-
mental cleanup funding needs 
for the Major League Soccer sta-
dium under construction at Snel-
ling and University avenues. On 
July 19 the St. Paul City Council 
voted 5-2 to support the use of 
TIF to help pay for the cleanup 

of the former Metro Transit bus 
garage site.

Use of TIF was opposed by 
council members Rebecca No-
ecker and Jane Prince, as well as 
speakers including Hamline-Mid-
way resident and mayoral can-
didate Tom Goldstein, noting 
that final agreements with Mid-
way Center developer and center 
owner RK Midway aren’t com-

plete, “We’re pursuing a project 
that is a leap of faith. We seem 
to be pulling out every stop for 
this.” Goldstein disputed claims 
that the stadium will provide 
economic revitalization for the 
area.

Work at the site is well un-
derway. The $10 million building 
permit issued July 14 is for ex-
cavation, site work and footings 
only. Much of the property has 
been excavated, leaving a large 
hole.

The financial hole stems 
from a plan the City Council ap-

proved more than a year ago, for 
$18.4 million for infrastructure 
and site cleanup. The St. Paul 
Port Authority is leading site 
cleanup efforts. Last year Port of-
ficials said they’d seek $1.5 mil-
lion in grant funds to help with 
pollution cleanup. Grants have 
been elusive. The bus barn prop-

erty, which is owned by Metro-
politan Council, isn’t eligible for 
the council’s own cleanup grants. 

Hot Rod’s penalized
Hot Rod’s Bar & Grill, 1553 Uni-
versity Ave., will be penalized for 
not following license conditions, 
the St. Paul City Council decid-
ed July 19. But the council put a 
stay on part of the penalty, as an 
incentive for no more violations.

Hot Rod’s, like many other 
establishments, is required to 
have video surveillance. Tapes 
are to be turned over to the St. 
Paul Police Department and city 
licensing officials as requested. 
Businesses are also to have video 
surveillance plans filed with the 
city. 

The longtime Midway busi-
ness not only didn’t file its plan 
by a required Dec. 31, 2016, 
deadline, it also failed to turn 
over requested video from April 
of this year in a timely manner. 
Another red flag for city officials 
was finding that not all patrons 
were wanded when entering the 
establishment.

The council weighed testi-
mony and heard steps taken by 
the business to prevent future 
issues. The council agreed that 
while Hot Rod’s would pay a 
$2,000 fine, a 10-day suspension 
will be cut to five days, starting 
Aug. 13. But if there are addi-
tional violations in the next 18 
months, the additional five-day 

suspension will be imposed.

Work on Dickerman Park
Work on Dickerman Park contin-
ues, following a formal dedica-
tion and ceremony last month. 
The St. Paul City Council July 26 
authorized city staff to execute 
an easement for the existing en-
croachments at 1745 University 
Ave.

The property is part of Dick-
erman Park, a century-old lin-
ear city park on the north side 
of University. The park extends 
from Fairview Ave. to Aldine St. 
Commercial and institutional 
properties along the street used 
the area as front yard space for 
many years. Only recently has the 
city taken steps to reclaim and 
improve the park.

The building at 1745 Uni-
versity, which is the planned new 
home for Junior Achievement, 
has some unique issues tied to 
the park property. It has window 
wells, building light fixtures, 
building steps, an access ramp 
and a portion of its parking lot 
that encroach upon city proper-
ty. These items have been on city 
property for many years.

While other parking spaces 
and other encroachments have 
been removed from Dickerman 
Park in recent years, the St. Paul 
Department of Parks and Recre-

ation has agreed to design the 
park around the existing en-
croachments at 1745 University 
given their integral relationship 
to the function of the building. 
The change is being made now 
because the building is being 
sold for use by Junior Achieve-
ment. The encroachments can 
remain in place under the city 
agreement, but nothing new can 
be placed in the park area. When 
and if the building is torn down, 
the encroachments will be re-
moved.

The St. Paul Parks and Recre-
ation Commission recommend-
ed approval of the agreement.

 
City updates bike plan
After several weeks’ delay, St. Paul 
has an updated citywide bike 
plan. The St. Paul City Coun-
cil, on July 19, approved plan 
amendments covering the Grand 
Round, a citywide bike and pe-
destrian trail system which ex-
tends through the Como, West 
Midway, and Desnoyer Park 
neighborhoods, and downtown’s 
Capital City Bikeway.

The  p lan  has  been the 
topic of three public hearings. 
Although it has drawn strong 
support from cyclists, the plan 
amendments have drawn fire 
from affected property owners. 
Most of those have been St. Peter 

merchants and property owners. 
At this time there aren’t set plans 
for bike facilities on St. Peter, 
said Council President Russ 
Stark. Extensive community out-
reach is going to be needed. “But 
to be realistic, it’s going to be dif-
ficult to fit everything in.”

The July 19 vote to amend 
the citywide bike plan allows the 
St. Paul Department of Public 
Works to seek additional fund-
ing for engineering design for St. 
Peter, said Reuben Collins. He 
oversees bicycle facilities plan-
ning for the city. Having other 
plan amendments approved and 
an updated plan also helps other 
projects as funding is sought.

The Grand Round has been 
on the books for more than a 
century. It was the vision of parks 
planner and visionary H.S.W. 
Cleveland. The Grand Round 
travels throughout the entire city. 
Some sections have been in place 
for many years, while other sec-
tions need to still be completed.

Bye-bye to co-named streets
What’s in a name? Saying there 
are better ways to honor prom-
inent city residents, the St. Paul 
City Council voted July 19 to 
drop its longstanding practice 
of co-naming streets. While the 
change will disappoint those 
wishing to bestow honors or be 

honored themselves, City Coun-
cil members said the loosely reg-
ulated honors need to stop.

The adopted resolution 
states “a street co-name sign has 
confused some in the public 
who do not recognize the official 
street name, resulting in the po-
tential for miscommunication in 
an emergency situation.”

The change was made at the 
instigation of Ward Two Coun-
cil Member Rebecca Noecker. She 
asked the council earlier this year 
to look at street co-naming and 
was surprised to learn that the 
city had no consistent policy.

Co-naming a street is not the 
same as a street name change. For 
many years the city has given co-
names to stretches of streets, al-
lowing a second white and black 
street sign to be placed below the 
street’s official name on a green 
and white sign. It’s not clear how 
many co-named streets there are 
in the city—likely more than a 
dozen. Most co-names are for 
only a block or two.

Ellen Biales, program man-
ager for Public Works, said there 
hadn’t been a consistent policy 
on co-naming of streets. “The ex-
pectations people have had when 
seeking the co-naming is hard 
to judge,” she said. “Some peo-
ple may think it’s a permanent 
change.”

Davis Insurance Inc.
Home - Life - Auto - Business 

Rental - Dental - Vision 
www.TDavisInsurance.com  

651-493-3198

Monitor In A Minute

Continued on page 10

Work at the soccer stadium site is well underway. The $10 million building 
permit issued July 14 is for excavation, site work and footings only. 



Page 9www.MonitorSaintPaul.com  •  Monitor  •  August 2017

Send us your news! When you submit your press release it will be considered for the next print edition of the Monitor.  

You can also go to our website, MonitorSaintPaul.com and enter your information in the online Event Calendar.

In Our Community
Monitor

Zion plans annual 
corn feed for Aug. 11
Zion Lutheran Church, 1697 
Lafond Ave., will host its annual 
sweet corn feed on Fri., Aug. 11 
from 5-7pm at the church. Sweet 
corn, hotdogs, beverages, and 
watermelon will be served. There 
is no charge, but free will offer-
ings will be appreciated. Bring 
your neighbors and friends!

Wilder block party 
scheduled Aug. 12
Amherst H. Wilder Foundation 
is planning their second annu-
al block party for Sat., Aug. 12, 
11am-4pm on their lawn, 451 
Lexington Pkwy. N. The block 
party will be a celebration of 
cultures, community, and hope. 
Everyone is welcome at this free, 
family-friendly event featuring 
food trucks, live performances, 
activities and games, and fun for 
all ages. 

Among the food trucks cur-
rently lined up are A Peace of 
Cake, Asian Invasion Food Truck, 
Kona Ice, Logan’s Catfish, Panini 
Pinups, Sandy’s Grill, Sly Dogs, 
Spinning Wylde, and West Indies 
Soul Food.

Keystone schedules 
upcoming events
The Keystone Senior Center, lo-
cated in the Merriam Park Com-
munity Center, 2000 St. Anthony 
Ave., offers a variety of programs 
for seniors in the community. 
Here are a few ongoing events 
along with some others starting 
soon. Unless otherwise noted, 
these programs meet at the Mer-
riam Park Community Center. 
Call 651-645-7424 for more in-
formation.

O n  W e d . ,  S e p t .  1 3 , 
11:15am-12:15pm, the topic 
will be “Arm Chair Travel to 
London with Bob, the Travel 
Guy.” “Tour” Parliament, Big 
Ben, Westminster Abbey, and 
more. Tea and crumpets will be 
served.

Reminiscence: School Days 
is scheduled for Mon., Sept. 18, 
from 11:15am to 12:15pm. Bring 
a school photo, and memories of 
teachers and classmates.

Fall Salad Potluck Luncheon 
and Apple Pie! is planned for 
Fri., Sept. 15, 11:45am-1pm. 
Bring your favorite salad to share. 
Bread and apple pie will be pro-
vided. Sign up at 651-645-7424.

Foot Care can be reserved 
for Wed., Sept. 6, from 8:30am 
to 12:30pm. Call 651-645-7424 
for a half hour appointment. The 
cost is $20 per session.

Reserve your space in the 
AARP Smart Driver four-hour re-
fresher course planned for Tues., 
Sept. 26, from 11:30am-3:30pm. 
Cost is $20 per person. Call 651-
645-7424 to reserve a place.

Line Dancing is held every 

Monday, 1-2:30pm. Cost is $6 
per person, and you should call 
651-645-7424 to sign up.

Arthritis Exercise Class is 
scheduled for Tuesdays through 
August 29, 11am-noon for $1 per 
week. Call 651-645-7424 to sign 
up.

Stop by and play Mexican 
Train Dominoes on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of the 
month from 1-2:30pm.

Scrabble is held every Friday 
at 11:30am. Stop by!

Everyone is welcome to play 
Cribbage on Tuesdays, 12:30-
3pm.

Bridge is played on Thurs-
days. , Brush-up from 10am to 
noon, and intermediate play 
from 12:30-3pm. This is free.

Free Health Insurance 
Counseling is planned Thur.., 
Aug. 17 and Thurs., Sept. 21, 
10am to noon. Preregistration 
required. Call 651-645-7424 for a 
one-hour appointment. 

Hamline Dining Hall 
celebrates 120 years
The Hamline Church Dining 
Hall is celebrating 120 years at 
the Minnesota State Fair. The din-
ing hall, 1667 Dan Patch Ave., 
is operated by Hamline Church 
United Methodist, 1514 Engle-
wood Ave.

A celebration is planned for 
10am, Fri., Aug. 25. The program 
will include guest speakers, of-
ficial proclamations and a look 
back at the last 120 years. A din-
ing hall history timeline will be 
on display during the fair.

For its anniversary the din-
ing hall  is  unveiling a new 
menu item, the Cranberry Wild 
Rice Meatball. It is described as 
“a Swedish-style meatball with 
wild rice and dried cranberries 
simmered in a rich allspice cream 
sauce, served with lingonberry 
preserve.” Other new features in-
clude pies from Grandma’s Pie 
Shop and blueberry lemonade.

Hamline Church also part-
ners with Izzy’s Ice Cream to 
create a new flavor each year for 
the fair. The 2017 flavor is S’More 
Fun. It has a toasted marshmal-
low base with chocolate, choco-
late chunks, and a graham crack-
er swirl.

Food fans shouldn’t worry 
that old favorites won’t be there. 
The famous Hamline Ham Loaf 
and Ham Loaf Sliders will re-
main, as will the popular Ham-
line Egger breakfast sandwich.

The dining hall got its start 
in 1897. Hamline’s dining hall 
was started by the Ladies’ Aid So-
ciety, as a fundraiser for what was 
then Hamline Methodist Episco-
pal Church.
It is the oldest continuously oper-
ating food establishment at the 
fair. It dates from a time when 
dozens of churches ran dining 
halls, food stands, and even 
food tents. Today Hamline and 
Minneapolis’ Salem Lutheran 
Church are the only two church 

dining halls left out of dozens 
that operated over the years.

Man dies in July Green Line crash
A 29-year-old Saint Paul man 
died after the vehicle he was 
driving was struck July 15 by a 
METRO Green Line train at the 
intersection of Eustis St. and Uni-
versity Ave.

Nicholas Redlin Westlake’s 
car was struck just after 9pm. He 
and a passenger, Neli Petkova, 
were traveling southbound on 
Eustis when a westbound light 
rail train collided with their car. 
St. Paul firefighters extracted 
Redlin Westlake from the vehicle 
and transported him to Regions 
Hospital where he died July 17. 
Petkova was able to get out of 
the vehicle on her own and was 
transported to Regions where she 
was treated and released.

Redlin Westlake was a 2005 
graduate of Central High School.

The Metro Transit Police De-
partment’s crash reconstruction 
team is leading the investigation. 
Witnesses have reported to media 
outlets that they believed Redlin 
Westlake had the right of way 
with a green light. Investigators 
are looking into that possibility, 
as well as ensuring that all lights 
were operating as expected. In-
vestigators also are examining 
whether the train operator fol-
lowed all Metro Transit’s stan-
dard operating procedures and 
all traffic laws as he crossed into 
the intersection.

The train operator, Abdella-
tif El Maarouf, a 12-year Metro 
Transit employee, remains on 
standard administrative leave.

Redlin Westlake and Petkova 
were dancers from Midpointe 
Event Center, 415 Pascal St. N. The 
Event Center celebrated the life of 
Redlin Westlake on July 21. The 
Center released a statement say-
ing, Redlin Westlake “was a pas-
sionate competitor and instructor 
who loved introducing people to 
ballroom dancing. He and his 
dance partner and life partner, 
Petkova, were magic together on 
the dance floor as they continu-
ously earned high rankings in 
National Championships. He 
was generous with not only his 
talent but also his time, as he 
spent countless hours working 
with local dance programs and 
volunteering with organizations 
that promote ballroom dance in 
the Twin Cities. His fire, his light 
and his smile will be missed by 
his family, friends, and students 
from across the globe.”

Fun Run/Walk  
scheduled Aug. 20
An Italian-inspired 5K Fun Run/
Walk is being planned by the 
Italian Cultural Center of Min-
neapolis / St. Paul (ICC) on Sun., 
Aug. 20. The nonprofit organi-
zation—dedicated to the knowl-
edge, understanding, and appre-
ciation of Italian culture—will 
hold the event around Como 

Lake from 8:30-11am. 
This is the perfect early mor-

ning social event for individuals 
and families and to meet Italians 
and Italy lovers. There will be 
music, prizes, t-shirts, gelato, and 
an exhibit on Italy’s elite athletes.

Merriam Park Library 
schedules events
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Mar-
shall Ave., invites all of its neigh-
bors to the library in the coming 
weeks for planned events. 

Snake Discovery: Snake, Rat-
tle, and Roll, is planned for Tues., 
Aug. 22, 11-11:45am. Slither into 
the world of reptiles by touching, 
holding, and even feeding some 
scaly critters at this fun pro-
gram! Learn what makes reptiles 
unique and get an up-close look 
at some of nature’s most misun-
derstood creatures. You’ll even 
get to meet some of the reptiles 
you can find in your own back-
yard!

Open Lab for Writers is 
held every Thur., 10:30am-noon. 
There is no instructor, but it is an 
opportunity to meet, discuss, or 
work on whatever you’re writing. 
All styles are welcome. 

Tablet/Smartphone Help 
Clinics are planned for Thurs-
days, 10am-1pm. The Tablet/
Smartphone Help Clinics are 
for  ALL table ts  and smart -
phones. Bring your questions, 
problems,  and concerns.  I f 
they can’t answer the question, 
they’ll find resources or orga-
nizations that can! No registra-
tion required. 

Free Neighborhood Devel-
opment Center (NDC) Work-
shops are scheduled on Tues-

days in Aug, 6-8pm. To register, 
call NDC at 651-379-8113. 

The workshop on Aug. 15 
is “How to Finance Your Busi-
ness.” Learn strategies for get-
ting the right kind of money 
from the right sources.  The 
workshop will include discus-
sion of banks, SBA, non-prof-
it lenders, credit cards, grants, 
seller financing, leasing, per-
sonal equity, and angel inves-
tors.

On Aug. 21 the workshop 
topic will be “Industry Anal-
ysis.” Discover research tools 
for analyzing your industry’s 
trends, obstacles,  net worth 
and future outlook, and orga-
nize cash flow and taxes.

On Aug. 28 the workshop 
focus will be “Business Insur-
ance.” Learn how to protect 
your business, family, and em-
ployees through business in-
surance. You will learn how 
business insurance works, new 
terminology, and leave with 
resources and applications to 
take the next step in confi-
dence. 

The Merriam Park Book 
Club meets Mon., Aug 26, 
6:30-7:30pm to discuss “A 
Man Called Ove” by Fredrik 
Backman.

African Leaders lend 
hand at warehouse
Twenty-five members of the 
Mandela Washington Fellow-
ship for Young African Leaders, 
volunteered in mid-July at the 
Books For Africa (BFA) ware-
house, 635 Prior Ave. N. They 

Continued on page 10

Fall registration now open at Recreation Centers
Registration for fall classes/activities is no open at stpaul.gov/ac-
tivityregistration. For questions or help with registration call the 
individual Recreation Center. 

Northwest Como Recreation Center, 1550 Hamline Ave. N., 
651-298-5813
—Games/Art/Swim Camp, week of Aug. 14, ages 7-10, $174
— End of Summer Art Bash, Aug. 23 from 1-3pm, ages 4-9, $26
— Icky Poo Art Class, Aug. 23 from 10am-Noon, ages 3-6, $26
— Badminton Camp, Aug. 21-24 from 1-4pm, ages 8-16, $80
— Basketball Camp, Aug. 14-17 from 9am-noon, ages 7-12, f$90
— Volleyball Camp, Aug. 14-17 from 1-4pm, ages 7-14, $90

North Dale Recreation Center, 1414 St. Albans St. N., 
651-558-2329
— Geology Rocks Camp, Aug. 14-17, ages 6-11, $104
— Senior Days, every Thur. from 10am-3pm, Fri. from 12-3pm
— Mini Beasts & Where to Find Them, Aug. 21-25, 10am-noon, 
ages 4-6, $54
— Multi-Sport Camp, Aug. 14-17, 9am-Noon, ages 7-12, $89
— Robotic Builders Battlebots, Aug. 21-25, ages 8-12, $110
***Safety Fair, Wed., Aug. 16, 6-8pm

Langford Recreation Center, 30 Langford Pk., 651-298-5765
—Amazing Race, Aug. 14-17 from 1-4pm, ages 7-14, $110
— Mini Hawk Camp, Aug. 14-17 from 9am-Noon, ages 4-7, $89
— Beyond Pokémon Art Class, Aug. 17-18, 9:30-11:30am, ages 
5-12, $54
— Soo Bahk Do, ongoing Thursdays, ages 5-Adult, 5:30-6:30pm, 
$45/month
***Outdoor Movie featuring “Moana” on Fri., Aug. 11, activities 
begin at 6:30pm, Movie begins approximately 8:30pm
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are attending a 6-week institute 
at the University of Minnesota’s 
Center for Integrative Leader-
ship, located at the Humphrey 
School of Public Affairs. The 
Young African Leaders are part 
of a group of 1,000 dynamic 
young Africa leaders who come 
to the U.S. each year under the 
program begun by former Presi-
dent Obama in 2010.

The Mandela Washington 
Fel lowship Publ ic  Manage-
ment Institute is an experien-
tial learning opportunity with 
the goal of building and sus-
taining a prestigious network 
of African leaders across criti-
cal sectors, cementing stronger 
ties with the United States, and 
offering follow-on leadership 
opportunities in Africa. Fellows 
participate in team engagement, 
site visits, workshops, experien-
tial learning activities and have 

local government interaction. 
The program provides an op-
portunity to learn and work in 
the local Minneapolis/St. Paul 
community while examining 
questions of leadership, cultur-
al diversity and public manage-
ment.

The 25 Young African Lead-
ers, who performed their service 
at the BFA warehouse, are ages 
25-35 and come from 18 coun-
tries across Africa.

BFA is the largest shipper of 
educational and library books 
to Africa, BFA has shipped more 
than 38 million books to 49 
countries since its founding in 
1988. In the past year, it has 
shipped 154 computers, 62 
e-readers containing 467,000 
digital books, seven new law 
and human rights libraries and 
2.4 million books to 21 African 
countries. BFA has a simple mis-
sion—to end the book famine 
in Africa. You can get further 
information on BFA at www.
booksforafrica.org.

Lions plan luncheon 
on poverty Aug. 28
The St. Paul Midway Lions in-
vite those interested in infor-
mation about fighting urban 
poverty to a luncheon meet-
ing at O’Gara’s Bar and Grill, 
164 No. Snelling Ave., Mon., 
Aug.  28,  11:45am. Speakers 
will be Andrew Lonsbury and 
John Turnipseed from Urban 
Ventures serving the central 
city for 25 years. Lunch cost 
is $12, but not mandatory.

T h e  Tw i n  C i t i e s  h a s  a 
reputation for being a great 
p l a c e  t o  g r ow  u p .  S t r o n g 
schools, beautiful parks, and 
a  thr iving economy bolster 
much  o f  our  c i t y  and  sur -
rounding suburbs. The story 
is different,  however,  in the 
Phil l ips and Central  neigh-
b o r h o o d s .  A f f o r d a b l e  a n d 
healthy food is scarce, unem-
ployment  i s  four  t imes  the 
state  average,  and just  over 

half of students of color grad-
uate high school. 

Urban Ventures,  a  non- 
pro f i t  tha t  has  se rved  th i s 
community for 25 years, is re-
sponding with the bold goal 
of seeing that every child in 
t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  g r a d u a t e s 
high school and goes on to 
college or vocational training.

John Turnipseed, Executive 
VP of Urban Ventures, will 
share how Urban Ventures is 
achieving this goal by provid-
ing innovative programming 
that creates a ‘cradle to col-
lege’ pipeline for youth; one 
that surrounds every child 
with mentors, coaches, and 
teachers that will do whatever 
it takes for a child to succeed. 
Turnipseed tells the Urban 
Ventures story alongside his 
own; where he was once the 
leader of the neighborhood’s 
most destructive gangs and is 
now one of the nation’s most 
respected pioneers of com-
munity restoration.

Meals on Wheels 
needs volunteers
Wilder is looking for Meals on 
Wheels volunteers to deliver 
lunch to homebound residents 
in the Como neighborhood. The 
basics:
—Routes typically take an hour 
or less and run 10:30am-noon 
weekdays.
—Drivers can deliver daily, 
weekly, monthly, or somewhere 
in between.
—Drivers pick up meals at Wild-
er Community Center for Aging, 
650 Marshall Ave.
—Volunteers must have a valid 
Minnesota driver’s license and 
agree to a criminal background 
check (which Wilder pays for). 

To learn more, call Grant at 
651-280-2504.

Monitor Want Ads are $1 per word 
with a $10 minimum. Send your 
remittance along with your ad to 
Monitor Classifieds, 125 1st Ave. 
NW, PO Box 168, Minneapolis, 
MN 55369. Want ads must be 
mailed to the Monitor by Sept. 1 
for the Sept. 14 issue. Ad copy can 
be e-mailed to denis@deruyter-
nelson.com. Call 651-645-7045 
for more information. Your classi-
fied ad will also be automatically 
placed on the Monitor’s website at 
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a 
Personal Touch. Legal Services in 
the areas of: Small Business, Wills 
and Trusts, Probate, Real Estate, 
and Family. Kirsten Libby, 855 
Rice Street, Suite 100, St. Paul, 
MN, 651-487-1208 www.libby-
lawoffice.com. B-17

AUTO STORAGE
Secured auto and boat storage 
near Snelling and University. 
Short term or long term. Heated 
and unheated available. 570 
Asbury Street. 651-641-0166. 
hamlineparkstorage.com. 8-17

LAWN CARE
Lawn/Snow Service, Yard/Gutter 
Cleaning. Roof Snow/Ice.. 651-
688-9977. B-17

OFFICE SPACE
Quiet, professional office space 
with free, attached parking. Single 
offices up to10,000 sf. Building 
information available at ham-
linepp.com . Contact Eric with 
Colliers at 952-837-3087. 8-17

PAINTING
Painter Jim. 35 years experience. 
Small painting jobs wanted. 612-
202-5514. 8-17

Interior Exterior Painting / Repair. 
Wallpaper Removal, etc. Gutter 
Cleaning. Insured. 651-699-2832. 
B-17

PIANO TUNING
Piano tuning and repair starting 
at $90. Call Andrew. 612-458-
1998. 8-17

WINDOW CLEANING
Larry’s Window Washing - You 
will see the difference. Inside and 
out. 651-635-9228. 10-17

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,

STEPS,  
NEW OR REPAIR,

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements any size

BRICK, BLOCK & 
STUCCO REPAIR

Over 25 years experience
Call Mark Larson

651-642-5090

Classifieds
Want ads must be received by the Monitor by September 1 for the September 14 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more information.  

Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Monitor's website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.comMonitor
NEXT DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 1

Support Local Businesses!

In Our Community
Continued from page 9

Of $3.1 million in proj-
ect grants the Port has obtained 
only $325,000 to be used on the 
bus barn property. A shortfall of 
$825,00 to $1.18 million is an-
ticipated. A Ramsey County grant 
is pending. Most council mem-
bers agreed that not being able to 
use Metropolitan Council clean-
up funds on a polluted site the 
council owns is an odd situation. 

Jonathan Sage-Martinson, di-
rector of the St. Paul Department 
of Planning and Economic De-
velopment (PED), outlined the 
situation of cleanup costs and 

grant complexities. He said the 
city and Port Authority wanted 
to use pollution cleanup-specific 
grants, but TIF would be a second 
potential funding source. That 
was always the city’s intent, he 
said.

Metropolitan Council has 
pledged up to $4.5 million to 
help redevelop the old bus barn 
site for redevelopment. But that 
isn’t through traditional rede-
velopment or cleanup grants the 
Council gives. In an email to city 
officials, Metropolitan Council 
stated that the grants for tax base 
revitalization are supposed to 
bring about property tax-gener-
ating redevelopment, and not be 
used for tax-exempt property. The 
stadium, which is being built by 
Minnesota United FC at a cost 

of $150 million, will eventual-
ly be owned by the city with the 
city leasing the former bus barn 
site from Met Council. Noecker 
called the situation “mind-bog-
gling.” 

It’s estimated that cleaning 
up the entire stadium property, 
on both public and private land, 
will cost more than $7 million.

Prince and other council 
members also criticized the Met-
ropolitan Council for not letting 
the city use its grants for cleanup 
since transit operations result-
ed in some of the site pollution. 
“This is the Metropolitan Coun-
cil’s site that the Metropolitan 
Council has been polluting,” said 
Prince.

“It’s a zero-sum game,” said 
Noecker.

The TIF funding, which the 
St. Paul Port Authority Board rec-
ommend for approval in June, 
takes tax increment proceeds 
from two other sites and uses 
them at Snelling and St. Anthony 
avenues. 

Port Authority and City 
Council actions amended the 
Midway Industrial Development 
District, which is now named 
Snelling-Midway. The amend-
ments then takes revenue from 
two other industrial development 
districts, Maxson Steel on Dale 
St. near Como-Dale-Front, and 
the Energy Park Development 
District. TIF will be used from 
Maxson Steel’s sub-district Great 
Northern Business Center Phase 
II and Energy Park’s sub-district 
Energy Lane Business Center. 

These two sub-districts current-
ly have TIF receipts greater than 
the amount of money needed to 
pay their current costs. with the 
changes now in place, the money 
is available to be used at Snel-
ling-Midway. The changes free up 
$375,000 from Energy Lane and 
$500,000 from Great Northern 
to use at the stadium location. 

Sage-Martinson asked the 
City council to look at the “op-
portunity costs” of use TIF to 
help pay for cleanup and the 
stadium project. The stadium is 
seen as a catalyst to redevelop-
ment of the superblock bounded 
by St. Anthony, Snelling and Uni-
versity avenues and Pascal St.

“This is a high priority site to 
clean up,” Sage-Martinson said.

Soccer stadium 
funding
Continued from page 8

GOT NEWS?
Send your press releases to:

editorial@deruyternelson.com
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Special Board election
The Como Community Coun-
cil holds a special election this 
month to fill one At-Large board 
vacancy. The election takes place 
Tues., Aug. 15 at 7pm, before the 
monthly board meeting at the 
Como Park Streetcar Station. 

You can find information 
about candidates on the District 
10 website: www.district10como-
park.org. (Write-in nominations 
will be accepted from the floor 
the night of the election.) 

Any District 10 resident at 
least 18 years of age is eligible to 
vote; so are representatives from 
businesses or institutions in the 
neighborhood. District 10 is 
the portion of St. Paul bounded 
roughly by Snelling on the west, 
Larpenteur on the north, Dale on 
the east, and the railroad tracks 
between Pierce Butler and Energy 
Park Dr./Front Ave. on the south.

The lawn signs are back
District 10 is reviving our lawn 
sign safety campaign. The goals 
are the same: To get drivers to 
slow down and to make our res-

idential streets safer for everyone. 
To make it work, you organize 
10-12 neighbors who will stick a 
sign in their yard for two weeks. 
If you are interested, contact the 
Como Community Council of-
fice by email at district10@dis-
trict10comopark.org or by phone 
at 651-644-3889. 

We’ll figure out which dates 
work best. 

The options for signs are: 
“Drive Like Your Kids Live Here,” 
“Thanks for Slowing Down,” and 
“Slow Please: Free-Range Chil-
dren, Adults and Dogs.”

What we can, and can’t, 
do during the State Fair
The State Fair runs Aug. 24-Sept. 

4. That means special zoning 
allowances kick in for western 
portions of District 10. Special 
State Fair “overlay districts” 
allow vendors to set up shop 
on private property and allow 
residents to park visitors’ cars 
on their lawns—all within lim-
its. 

Fo r  d e t a i l s  o n  e x a c t l y 
which blocks are covered by 
which overlay district; exactly 
what the parking, vending, and 
peddling regulations say; and 
how to report violations, see 
District 10’s website: www.dis-
trict10comopark.org.

New crosswalk coming
The St. Paul Parks Department 

will build a new, marked cross-
walk on Lexington Pkwy. after 
Labor Day. The goal is to create 
a clear, direct way to get back 
and forth on foot or bicycle be-
tween the Lakeside Pavilion / 
Como Dockside on one side of 
Lexington, and the Como Park 
golf clubhouse / ski center / Co-
zy’s Pub on the other side.

The project will include:
• A 6-foot wide, marked cross-
walk with standard warning 
signs.
• A 10-foot-wide curbed median 
with a pedestrian refuge, planted 
with oak trees and little bluestem 
grasses. The median replaces an 
existing painted median, which 
stretches from the driveway en-

tering the golf course parking lot 
to the driveway for the Lakeside 
Pavilion’s north parking lot. 
• 12-foot traffic lanes, with a 25 
mph speed limit.
• New, ADA-accessible paths, 
sidewalks and ramps connecting 
the crosswalk on each side of 
Lexington. 

For more details  on the 
project, see District 10’s web-
site: www.district10comopark.
org.

Get rid of your junk in October
St. Paul’s annual Reduce & Re-
cycle Citywide Drop Off Event 
at the State Fairgrounds takes 
place on Sat . ,  Oct .  7,  f rom 
8am-1pm. Some basic informa-
tion: 
• Residents who volunteer to 
staff the event receive a voucher 
allowing them to dispose of 
one load for free. To volunteer, 
contact the Como Community 
Council office by email at dis-
trict10@district10comopark.org 
or by phone at 651-644-3889. 
• Disposal: Residents can dis-
pose of appliances, electronics, 
furniture, tires, demolition 
debris, scrap metal, and other 
household refuse for a set fee 
per item or per load. For full 
details on what items are ac-
ceptable, and their fees, go to 
the city’s All-In web page: www.
stpaul.gov/recycle. 

Upcoming District 10 meetings
• Como Community Council 
June Meeting: Tues., Aug. 15
• Environment Committee: 
Wed., Aug. 30
• Neighborhood Relations and 
Safety Committee: Tues., Sept. 5
• Land Use Committee: Wed., 
Sept. 6

All meetings begin at 7pm at 
the Como Park Streetcar Station, 
which is at the northeast corner 
of Lexington and Horton. Com-
munity members are always wel-
come to attend and participate. 

Special election planned to fill At-Large board seat

Como Community Council Corner
By MICHAEL KUCHTA, Executive Director

St. Paul Parks Department will build a new, marked crosswalk on Lexington Pkwy. The goal is to create a clear way to get back and forth 
between the Lakeside Pavilion / Como Dockside, and the Como Park golf clubhouse / ski center / Cozy’s Pub. (Illustration provided)

Saint Paul breaks ground on new Dickerman Park along Green Line
City leaders broke ground in 
mid-July on Saint Paul’s newest 
park. Dickerman Park is a quarter 
mile stretch of land located north 
of the green line on University Ave. 
between Fairview Ave. and Aldine 
St. The first phase of park construc-
tion—between Fairview Ave. and 
Wheeler St.—will conclude this 
November.

The land that will become 
Dickerman Park was originally 
donated to the City of St. Paul in 
1909 by the Dickerman family in 
the hopes of it one day becoming 
a park. The space has had many 
makeshift uses over the years, in-
cluding a parking lot and play-
ground.

“Saint Paul has one of the 
best park systems in the country,” 
said Mayor Chris Coleman. “We 
have a system that serves all of our 
residents in every neighborhood. 
We have always planned for green 
spaces along the Green Line, and I 
hope that Dickerman Park will be-
come a community landmark, and 
a catalyst for further investment 
and development in the area.”

To fully realize the original vi-
sion of the park, the space will fea-
ture walkways, seating, plaza space, 
public art, lighting, and planting 
areas. The existing white and burr 
oak trees throughout the park will 
be maintained and incorporated 
into the park’s design. Once com-
pleted, Dickerman Park will have 
low-growing, brightly colored gar-

dens that span the park’s entire 
width and highlight the iconic 
oaks.

“The vision of the Green Line 

is not just about improved tran-
sit and additional development, 
but about spaces like parks where 
people want to stay and linger,” 

said Russ Stark, St. Paul City Coun-
cil President and Ward 4 coun-
cilmember.

Dickerman Park is a part of 

the City of Saint Paul’s larger 
initiative to create vibrant gath-
ering spaces along the green 
line corridor.

This rendering of Dickerman Park was presented at the design process open house in 2015. The park will be built largely based on the rendering, but certain 
features have been altered or omitted. (Photo provided)
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Arts and Wellness activities in full bloom
Article and photos 
by MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

The Lyngblomsten Mid- 
Summer Festival took place on 
July 21 on their campus at 1415 
Almond Ave. According to An-
drea Lewandoski, Director of 
Lifelong Learning and the Arts, 
at least 1,200 guests attended. 
She said, “We had a great mix of 
ages, and it was clear that peo-
ple were enjoying the inter-gen-
erational nature of the festival.”

The Mid-Summer Festival 
was a day to celebrate artistic 
exploration and lifelong learn-
ing for all ages. In that spirit, 
there truly was something for 
everyone to try their hand at. 
Make-and-Take art activities 
were provided by Northern Clay 
Center, the Polymer Clay Guild 
of Minnesota, Art with Heart, 
painter Jan Gunderson (spon-
sored by Wet Paint), COMPAS, 
and the Weaver’s Guild on Min-
nesota. 

L e w a n d o s k i  e m p h a -
sized, “One of our goals at 
the Mid-Summer Festival is to 
showcase how older adults are 
participating in the arts, and 
how they’re living vibrantly. 
We want all of our residents to 
thrive, not just survive. There 
aren’t many places where you 
see people living and learning 
to this extent throughout their 

lives.”
T h e  M i d - S u m m e r  Fe s -

tival used to be a stand-alone 
event, but has become part of 
the month-long experience of 
Como Fest. 

More than 140 volunteers 
made the event possible and, 
like the attendees and partici-
pants, they represented the 
whole spectrum of age. Youth 
volunteers were especially prev-
alent: featured as musicians in 
the art showcase area and the 
wellness lounge, and leading 
games and activities both inside 
and out. 

“We welcome this chance to 
invite the community into our 
facility to meet our teaching art-
ists,” Lewandoski said, “and to 
see the quality of the work dis-
played in the Arts and Lifelong 
Learning Showcase. Many of our 
classes are open to people in 
the community who are 55+, as 
well as residents of Lyngblom-
sten. We offer art classes with 
outstanding teaching artists, 
wellness activities, and special 
events through our 2nd Half 
with Lyngblomsten Program.” 
Go to www.lyngbomsten.org to 
view their extensive catalog of 
upcoming classes.

Lyngblomsten is a non- 
profit Christian organization 
serving older adults and their 

families through healthcare, 
housing, and community-based 
services. Their services nurture 
the whole person—body, mind, 
and spirit.

Other sponsors included 
Piche & Associates Real Estate, 
Griffith printing, the Northern 
Clay Center, and FastSigns of 

Roseville. The main stage was 
sponsored by McGough, a con-
struction company with national 
headquarters based in St. Paul. 

Hermes Floral has been in the neighborhood since 1906. Current owner  
Sandy Biedler (right) helped community members make “Make Someone 
Smile” arrangements for residents who were unable to attend the festival. 
This was the fourth consecutive year that Hermes Floral was a booth sponsor. 

The Weaver’s Guild of Minnesota brought volunteers and teaching artists to help festival goers weave bookmarks on 
a small loom called an Inkle Loom.

Cortez Lemon (front) and Elijah 
Davis (back) cooled off as afternoon 
temperature rose to the mid-80’s.

Resident Susie Robinson brought 
granddaughters Sophie and Ella 
through the Arts and Lifelong 
Learning Showcase in the New-
man-Benson Chapel. The showcase 
was sponsored by Blick Art Materi-
als of Roseville.


