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TURF CLUB
REVIVED

‘We're in for some good
times' said manager
Nathan Kraz

By MARGIE O'LOUGHLIN

The front door of the Turf Club
(1601 University Ave. W.) was still cov-
ered in plywood in late June, but it is
finally off.

General manager Nathan Kranz,
who manages the Turf Club as well as
First Avenue in Minneapolis, said, “We
announced 51 shows across our differ-
ent Twin Cities venues last week, and
a lot of them are going to be held right
here. The plywood came down in plen-
ty of time for Electric Six to open on
July 7, followed by Dessa on July 8.”

Kranz continued, “By the time we
get to Labor Day, we expect to be back
to normal - with an average of five
shows per week. We're super excited to
see this place come alive again.”

The Turf Club is a historic land-
mark in the Midway neighborhood. It
originally opened as a supper club and
country music bar in the 1940s, when
the land now occupied by Allianz Sta-
dium was a horse track. The horses
ran on turf, and the Turf Club drew in
horse racing fans as they left the track.

Somehow the Turf Club managed
to change with the times. Except for
the pandemic, it has been in constant
operation for nearly 80 years, and has
stayed true to its commitment of sup-
porting live, independent music.

Coming back better

When Kranz came down to view
the damage on the morning of May 29,
2020, he said, “There was never a ques-
tion that we would re-build after the
Uprising. Fire damage was restricted
to the wooden bar, and thankfully in-
surance covered the restoration. The
bigger problem was that the bar fire set
off the sprinkler system, and there was
standing water in the basement six to
eight feet deep.

“We ended up reengineering the
building structurally, so it’s actually
better than it was before. We replaced
the subfloors and hardwood floors.

“What surprised us was that the
renovation took so long: permits were
hard to come by, and supply chains
for building materials were completely
messed up.

“We're looking forward to receiv-
ing our Shuttered Venue Operating
Grant, which will help us to move for-
ward.”
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Ramsey County Commissioner Toni Carter (center), husband Melvin Carter Junior (left) and son St. Paul
mayor Melvin Carter 111 (right) commemorated their family’s original Rondo home that was uprooted during

Artists
arent
WOITying
about
paychecks

By MARGIE O'LOUGHLIN

Saturday, June 19, 2021 was a
day of healing, rebirth, reconcili-
ation, and hope in St. Paul’s his-
torically Black Rondo neighbor-
hood. The Juneteenth Celebration
showcased the creation of a new
community garden in front of the
Rondo Center of Diverse Expres-
sion at 315 Fisk Street.

More than 100 people gath-
ered to dedicate the community
garden, as well as the planting
of a honeysuckle with roots that
reach back to Civil War-era Ala-
bama.

Marvin Anderson, executive
Director of the Rondo Center of
Creative Expression, said, “After
the year we've all been through,
this is our moment to create a
connection between the pain
of our past and the hope of our
future. This is a tranquil space
again; the trees taking root here
remind us of our long journey.
The flowers that were planted over
the last two days will grow and be
another sign of our community’s
healing and reconciliation.”

the construction of 1-94 by planting a tree during the Juneteenth Celebration at the Rondo Center of Diverse

Expression at 315 Fisk St. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)
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Fourteen months after arson destroyed the original Lloyd’s Pharmacy building,
it was expected to reopen the week of July 26. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

New building closely resembles original

Lloyd's Pharmacy rebuilds

By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

Lloyd’s Pharmacy has rebuilt
at the corner of Snelling and Min-
nehaha and expects to reopen
with free food, giveaways, and
more on Monday, July 26 and Fri-
day, July 30, 2021, providing they
pass necessary inspections. (De-
tails on page 20)

The 102-year-old pharmacy
building was looted and then de-
stroyed by fire during the civil un-
rest in the Midway area on Friday

morning, May 29, 2020 follow-
ing the murder of George Floyd
by Minneapolis police officers.
Jim Stage has owned Lloyd's since
2014, and immediately pledged
to rebuild.

The Menopause Center of
Minnesota plans to return to the
back section of the building with
an entrance off Minnehaha Ave.

“This pharmacy is more than
about us,” observed Jim. “The
LLOYD'S PHARMACY »> 6

Four sue after eviction
from Midway Center

By JANE McCLURE

Customers have flocked
to Peking Garden since
spring, happy that the Mid-
way Center mainstay has
reopened at University and
Western avenues. Owners
the Lau family were pleased
to find a new location.

But they and three other
owners of former Midway
Center businesses still ques-
tion why they were evicted
from Midway Center in July
2020, weeks after civil un-
rest, looting and fire dam-
aged part of Midway Center.

“We think we could
have reopened at Midway
Center,” Lau said.

The owners of Golden
Gate Café, Mimi’s Beauty
Salon, Sweet Cajun doing
business as Thein’s Cajun
Boiling Seaford, and Hung
Tu doing business as Peking
Garden filed a civil lawsuit
in Ramsey County District
Court in June. Each business
is seeking damages in excess
of $50,000. The businesses
also want an injunction pre-
venting the demolition of

the remaining east section of
the shopping center.

The remaining section
of the shopping center is
currently in a city “remove
or repair” legislative hearing
process. Big Top Wine and
Spirits’ demolition was or-
dered in the spring.

Civil unrest in the wake
of the killing of George
Floyd roiled the Twin Cities
in late May 2020. Midway
Center had its Big Top and
Foot Locker stores looted
and set ablaze. Other stores
near Foot Locker sustained
smoke and water damage;
some were also vandalized
and looted. Stores in the
center of the strip mall’s east
wing sustained the heaviest
damage. Big Top was in a
stand-alone building.

Businesses that escaped
significant damage had
hoped to reopen. But in July
2020, the shopping center
ownership invoked a lease
clause allowing them to
evict tenants.
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Students, Skyline Tower
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for a park
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Students, residents at Skulme Tower made thelr v1s10n happen

Midway Peace Park
officially opens

Located in the Midway Area,
Midway Peace Park (416 N Griggs
St.) is the newest completed
component of the city of Saint
Paul’s vision to create vibrant
outdoor gathering spaces that
strengthen community connec-
tions along the Green Line.

With that goal in mind, the
park was designed with multiple
spaces for park visitors to con-
nect, including an amphitheater,
an open multi-purpose green
space, and benches for sitting
under the shade of over 70 newly
planted trees. Additionally, a play
area, waking loop, public art, and
basketball court round out the
amenities. Clean water projects
in the park will collect and fil-
ter 1.5 million gallons of runoff
each year to prevent pollution
from reaching the Mississippi
River.

“Our vision for the Midway
Peace Park in our Midway neigh-
borhood has been realized fol-
lowing several years of commu-
nity engagement and planning,”
said Mayor Melvin Carter. “This
incredible new park along the
Green Line provides accessible
green space for community gath-
ering and connection to benefit
our entire city.”

After partnering with the
Trust for Public Land to acquire
the land for $3 million in 2016,
the area now boasts an addition-
al $2.3 million upgrade. Funding
for the park came from private
funds raised by the Trust for Pub-
lic Land, the city’s 8-80 Vitality
Fund, and a federal grant. Saint
Paul Parks and Recreation and
the Trust for Public Land shared
leadership of the project on land
acquisition and engagement,
with the city overseeing design
and construction.

“This Saint Paul neighbor-
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Community members officially cut the ribbon to open Midway Peace Park on June 15, 2021. (Photo by Vanna Contreras)

Dancers perform on June 15, 2021. (Photo by Vanna Contreras)

T new playground is expansive. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

hood used to lack a park close
to home, but now thanks to the
efforts of engaged community
leaders, incredibly generous do-

nors, and dedicated elected of-
ficials, Midway Peace Park cele-
brates its official opening,” said
Susan Schmidt, Minnesota state

director of The Trust for Public
Land. “The Trust for Public Land
has been proud to partner to
bring the community’s dream

park to life.”
The creative community
engagement approach focused

MIDWAY PEACE PARK »> 3
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NEWSPAPER ADS WORK.

newspaper readers who
read an insurance ad took
action after seeing the ad.”

THE TOP ACTIONS ARE >>>

>>> Visit advertiser's website

>>> Gather more information about the product
>>> Have a more favorable opinon about the advertiser

We care about local.

ALL TOGETHER NOW As our nation looks to reopen, rebound and resurge,
our advertising representatives are here to help your business. Hire us to help get your
customers back and your employees ready. Nobody cares more about your success than we do.

Nobody delivers a more engaged audience than we do. Our growth online,
combined with print, is impressive as more readers turn to us for local news.

Newspapers are your best investment.

NEWSPAPER POWER.

—  Print, Digital & Social Solutions for our advertisers.
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Tesha@MonitorSaintPaul.com | 612-345-9998
Denis@MonitorSaintPaul.com | 651-917-4183

CONTACT US TODAY!

sharing campus events with the neighboring community

Got beats?

Our music production certificate is open to all—
including community members! You'll learn about:

« the latest audio production tools

« live sound

« the music business

« and more!

Whether you have a background in music or are just
starting out, here’s a chance to explore your creative side.

Learn more at hamline.edu/music-production.

hamline.edu - facebook.com/hamline
twitter.com/HamlineU « HUNAC @hamline.edu

‘ HAMLINE UNIVERSITY
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Mayor of Falcon Heights Randy Gustafson speaks on Philando Castile’s m

behalf of the city. (Photo by Vanna Contreras)

entry located on Larpenteur Ave. and Fry St. (Photo by Vanna Contreras)
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lerie Castile, helps unveil the sign at the garden This honorary name change came as a result of a petition which
gained over 20,400 signatures. (Photo by Vanna Contreras)

Section of street designated Philando Castile Memorial Ave.

The section of Larpenteur
Avenue where Philando Cas-
tile was killed by a St. Anthony
police officer just five years ago
has been renamed. Signs mark-
ing Philando Castile Memorial
Avenue were placed among the
existing signs at the intersection
of Larpenteur Avenue and Fry
Street in Philando’s memory on
Wednesday, June 9, 2021.

This honorary name change
came as a result of a communi-

ty petition which gained over
20,400 signatures in support of
Philando Castile Memorial Av-
enue. Results from an online
survey performed by the Falcon
Heights City Council and dis-
tributed to both residents and
non-residents showed communi-
ty support of the initiative.
Philando’s mother Valerie
Castile stated, “The community
has worked so hard over the past
five years to get a street sign and

I am so happy it is finally hap-
pening along with a lot of other
blessings this year. I have prayed
so hard to preserve my son's
name and good work.”

District 3 Ramsey County
Commissioner Trista MatasCas-
tillo took immediate interest in
memorializing the street and
continuing the legacy of similar
incidents throughout the coun-
ty and metro. After learning that
street naming is left up to the cit-

ies, comissioner MatasCastillo fo-
cused on advocating for this pos-
sibility with officials at the city
of Falcon Heights and ensuring
policies prohibiting the memo-
rial name change would not be
adopted.

Once commissioner
MatasCastillo took up the issue,
she made connections to clarify
the process and express her sup-
port to other local officials. The
process of surveying residents

and non-residents reflected the
city of Falcon Heights’ commit-
ment to community engagement
and inclusion, left her feeling
very hopeful, she said.

Falcon Heights City Coun-
cil member Melanie Leehy said,
“The Philando Castile Peace
Garden is a place where a life
changed, and a community
changed.”

Learn more by visiting phi-
landocastile-peacegarden.org

MIDWAY PEACE PARK »> from 2

on identifying the cultural and
neighborhood values and desired
park features to inform the de-
sign of the park. This included
park designers collaborating with
community representatives to ar-
range park components and vote

on the park’s name. Other part-
ners and stakeholders include
Capitol Region Watershed Dis-
trict, Lexington-Hamline Com-
munity Council, Gordon Parks
High School, Skyline Tower,
Union Park District Council,
Hamline-Midway Coalition,
CommonBond Communities,

and High School for the Record-
ing Arts, among many others.
Notably, a handful of communi-
ty organizations came together in
the engagement process and for-
malized during construction to
become Friends of Midway Peace
Park.

“After more than a decade

of multifaceted advocacy for
the park concept, we are excited
to see this space come to life,”
said Amy Gundermann, repre-
sentative for Hamline-Lexing-
ton Community Council. “Our
park story started with a vision
for green space expressed by the
students of Gordon Parks High

School and the residents of Sky-
line Tower. As a community, we
rallied behind this vision. Now
that the park is complete, we as
‘Friends of Midway Peace Park’
are committed to collectively em-
power community engagement,
access, and use of this shared
space into the future.”

MINNESOTA
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AmeriCorps

Our kids need extra support more than ever.
Give your time to help them succeed.

> s
Vreadi ““math
COrpS  corps

Learn more at join.readingandmath.org
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Advertisers:

DISINFORMATION,
MISINFORMATION
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Our journalism is written and edited by
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what we do.
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AND INFORMATION
MORE THAN EVER.
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Join the conversation, and let us know your diverse and varied thoughts on the issues that affect your neighborhood. Send letters and guest commentaries to news@MonitorSaintPaul.com.

READ IN COLOR: summer reading challenge

Summer reading can help
to foster academic success and
promote community building.
Our nonprofit, Planting People
Growing Justice Leadership Insti-
tute, is excited to announce our
partnership with Little Free Li-
brary.

We are supporting the na-
tional Read in Color® initiative.
Together, we are promoting lit-
eracy at the grassroots level. The
program works in cooperation
with key local partners to distrib-
ute diverse and culturally rele-
vant books to Little Free Library
book-sharing boxes in local com-
munities. The initiative is com-
mitted to furthering diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion.

This is critically important
when less than 25% of chil-
dren’s books feature a character
of color. With current trends,
you are more likely to see a black
bear or black dog on the cover of
a book than a Black girl or Black
boy.

Our nation has evolved
into a rich multicultural tap-
estry. Books should reflect this
great gift and treasure by serving
as mirrors and windows for chil-
dren. Diverse books inspire and
enable children of color to see
themselves represented in the lit-

Planting
seeds

By DR. ARTIKA
TYNER,

drartlkatyner@gmall com

erature. They learn how to unveil
their limitless potential and dis-
cover the leader within. These are
the mirrors where they can see
themselves clearly as the leaders
and change agents of the future.
Diverse books also serve as
windows for all children as they
learn about the cultural experi-
ences of others. This may include
learning about global citizenship
by exploring a new language,
food, or culture. Children can
travel around the world through
pages of a book. Reading diverse
books supports and fosters lead-
ership development. It provides
youth with the tools needed to
become inclusive leaders who
take action for justice and equity.
The mission of the PPGJLI
is to plant seeds of social change
through education, training, and
community outreach. Books
and literacy are essential to ac-
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Jules Porter, the founder of Seraph 7 studios, adds diverse books to a Read
in Color Little Free Library and shares about their Youth STEAM program.
Learn more at seraph7studios.com. (Photo submitted)

complish that goal. The Read
in Color® initiative through the
Little Free Library is an import-
ant resource for the community.
It aids in teaching youth about

the value of diversity, equity, and
inclusion, along with empathy
and understanding. It equips our
youth with critical leadership
skills and tools.

Read in Color® provides de-
pictions of our rich multicultural
tapestry, offers new perspectives
on racism and social justice, and
celebrates marginalized voices.

This summer, you can make
a difference in your communi-
ty by supporting your local little
free library, signing the Read in
Color Pledge, and adding new
diverse books to your reading list

Suggested titles for your
summer reading list:

¢ “Bee Love (Can Be Hard)”
by Alan Page and Kamie Page

e “Black boy, Black boy” by
Crown Shepherd)

¢ “Black is a Rainbow Color”
by Angela Joy

e “Cameron Goes to School”
by Sheletta Brundidge

e “Ghana: A Place 1 Call
Home” by Monica Habia

*Note: Data on books by
and about Black, Indigenous
and People of Color published
for children and teens compiled
by the Cooperative Children’s
Book Center, School of Edu-
cation, University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison

Through her organization,
Planting People Growing Justice
Leadership Institute, Dr. Artika
Tyner seeks to plant seeds of social
change through education, training,
and community outreach.

Why do we

By CHRISTOPHER TYNDALL
Como Park resident

I had occasion recently to go
to United Hospital in Saint Paul
for a minor medical procedure.
Entering the “tobacco-free cam-
pus,” I passed three cars and one
truck parked right by the entry
doors with their engines idling.

Why do we worry about the
health effects of smoke from a
burning cigarette but ignore
“smoke” from other sources?

The harmful health and en-
vironmental effects of the sub-
stances emitted by a vehicle’s
tailpipe have been very well doc-
umented. But just as an example,
let us briefly consider one noto-
rious culprit: nitrogen dioxide.
This gas occurs in both cigarette
smoke and car exhaust, but de-
fenders of “tobacco-free” envi-
ronments might be interested to
learn that cars and trucks, rather
than burning cigarettes, account
for 35% of the total amount of
this pollutant in our regional air
(Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency website).

Short-term exposure to ni-
trogen dioxide can trigger asthma
attacks but might also be associ-
ated with more systemic effects
like reduced cardiovascular func-
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ignore ‘smoke’ and health risks from

tion.

However, researchers are
more certain when it comes to
long-term exposure, which is as-
sociated with a variety of patho-
logical conditions: cardiovascu-
lar disease, diabetes, cancer and
overall increases in premature
mortality. (U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency website) All
of the research carried out by
government, academic and envi-
ronmental defense institutions
re-enforces the same point: vehi-
cle exhaust is harmful to human
health.

While it is true that inno-
vations over the years have led
to great reductions in the quan-
tities of toxins released into the
air by individual vehicles, the
size of the vehicle fleet nation-
wide, and, indeed, in the world,
has continued to grow, and the
improvements simply can’t keep
pace with the huge increase in
the number of offending sources.
(Special Report 17 of the Health
Effects Institute) And we haven't
even considered the problem
of carbon dioxide, which is re-
leased, unfiltered, by even the
most advanced smog-control de-
vices.

This takes us back to our

four vehicles parked with their
engines running at the entrance
to United Hospital. I believe it
is time to initiate a public in-
formation campaign regarding
the great waste and harm that is
caused by the widespread habit
of idling engines unnecessarily.

The U.S. Department of En-
ergy has a report on its website
that summarizes the situation
without much room for objec-
tion or contradiction. In the U.S.,
“personal vehicle idling wastes
about 3 billion gallons of fuel
and generates around 30 mil-
lion tons of CO2 annually.” The
site also reminds us that when
its engine is idling, a vehicle’s
smog equipment is working in
its least efficient state, and high-
er-than-normal levels of all pol-
lutants are released into the air.

An Environmental Defense
Fund study for New York City at-
tempted to quantify the specific
amounts of pollutants produced
by idling. For example, they de-
termined that, annually, public
and private vehicles parked with
their engines idling within the
city limits produce 940 tons of
nitrogen oxides.

They report that this is
equivalent to the amount that

would be produced by 9 mil-
lion trucks driving across the city
from one end of the Bronx to the
other end of Staten Island.

The report gives these same
sorts of alarming details for all
of the various harmful substanc-
es produced annually by idling
vehicles within the city limits.
When you look at the various
government websites on this
issue around the world, the “an-
ti-idling” message is remarkably
consistent, and the amount of
CO2 and other harmful emis-
sions that could potentially be
kept out of the air is monumen-
tally high.

This campaign needs to be
extended to all vehicles: private
and public, whether stopped
by the side of the road or even
waiting in line at a “drive-thru”
window. Recommendations for
public and commercial vehicles
need to be worked out, and there
obviously could be exceptions,
but the fact of the matter is that
drivers of these sorts of vehicles
park with their engines idling
in a great number of situations
where they have absolutely no
reason to do so.

Although some metropolitan

idling cars?

regions across the country and
around the world actively enforce
ordinances against this practice
with fines to drivers, I believe a
public information campaign
would be much more effective
than punishment and alienate
fewer drivers. After all, this is not
a malicious act, and it most likely
results from the great amount of
time that people spend in their
vehicles.

Driving in general is such a
given part of our daily lives here
that most of us don't give it a sec-
ond thought except when there’s
heavy traffic, bad weather or road
construction. But our transpor-
tation system based almost ex-
clusively on private automobiles
causes many problems that aren’t
always fully acknowledged or ad-
dressed.

Engine idling is not just the
innocent, absent-minded habit
of a few drivers stopped momen-
tarily to pick up passengers or
check their phones.

It is a very widespread prac-
tice with very measurable and
harmful impacts on our health
and the environment.
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FINDING A JOB

If you've talked to anyone in
a position to hire staff over the
past few months, you've proba-
bly heard the complaint that it
is very hard to find anyone. For a
combination of reasons, employ-
ers have been struggling to find
workers at record levels.

On June 29, Ramsey Coun-
ty and the Midway Chamber of
Commerce hosted a job fair at
Allianz Field. The fair had 25 em-
ployers representing 3,000 jobs
and over 300 job seekers stopped
by to learn more. The jobs rep-
resented a diverse range of skills,
positions, and industries, with
many located in or near the Mid-
way.

One observation from the
fair is the time is right for many

unemployed to get back to work.
Most unemployment benefits
will run out in September and
those wishing to get a head start
will start looking now. This also
coincides with optimism about
the economy as the pandemic
nears its end, and companies are
more apt to hire again. On July
2, the Department of Labor re-
leased official jobs numbers for
June and the United States added
850,000 jobs, when the estimate
was only 720,000. The unem-
ployment rate also increased,
meaning more people are seek-
ing work.

The day after the job fair,
Northland Staffing Solutions
held an open house at their new
location, 2506

Building a
stronger
Midway
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By CHAD KULAS, | &% N

Midway Chamber

of Commerce Executive Director

chad@midwaychamber.com

University. Located just east of
Highway 280, Northland’s pres-
ident Brian Thoemke believes
the space is the perfect location
in between the downtowns and
at the center of the Twin Cities.
They have filled temporary posi-
tions, direct hire, and trial-to-hire
throughout the last year in many
industries but are expecting to
see more interest from job seek-
ers over the coming months.

Are you looking for a new

job? According to Thoemke, ap-
plicants should have a concise re-
sume listing what job/career you
seek; call or email companies
you want to work at; post your
resume on several job boards;
and if you find a job or company
that interests you, do not wait to
set up an interview. As the year
goes on, some of the more desir-
able positions will fill up faster as
more people return to the work-
force.

Thoemke’s other advice to
job seekers: Those who wait too
long to look for a job may be dis-
appointed in what's left, as the
workforce participation rates will
continue to rise over the next few
months. Currently, companies
are offering more incentives and
benefit packages for new hires,
and employees can ask for pay
increases because of the need to
retain good employees. As the
job openings go down, some of

these added benefits may also go
away.

Companies have become
more flexible and in tune with
what employees want. The trend
has shifted to more employees
prioritizing a better work-life bal-
ance, and many companies are
willing to accommodate sched-
ules that need to work around
tight time frames - often around
the school day of their children.

As we consider permanent
changes to our world post-pan-
demic, the relationships between
employers and employees will
surely look different. The hope is
it will work better for all involved
- company, worker, worker’s
family, and more. The important
thing over the next few months
will be getting more people back
to work.

Thanks, Leslie Rolstad

As the school year comes to
a close, I'm writing today to cel-
ebrate Leslie Rolstad. Leslie has
dedicated the last four years to
supporting our PreK students at
Wilder Child Development Cen-
ter.

As an AmeriCorps member
with Minnesota Reading Corps,
Leslie has focused on providing
our students with practice and
support to help build their skills
and get ready for Kindergarten.
Over the past four years, she has
given a total of 5000 hours to
help our students succeed!

Leslie works one-on-one and
in small groups with students
to help build their skills in lit-
eracy and math. Not only does
she provide this much needed
time with children, she does so
in a way that is fun and exciting!
With Leslie supplementing the
excellent work our teachers are
doing in their classrooms, we've
seen wonderful growth.

The strong relationships
Leslie has with the students she
serves has been amazing to wit-
ness. Leslie has been an invalu-
able part of our Wilder commu-
nity.

I couldn’t let the school
year end without acknowledging
Leslie and all she has done to
support our students. As Leslie
moves on to her next adventure,
we'll have big shoes to fill in the
fall. If you're interested in join-
ing our team at Wilder Child De-
velopment Center as a Reading
Corps Tutor, please visit readin-
gandmath.net.

Angela Clair

Center Director

Wilder Child Development
Center

Argument against HENS

I write to take issue with Joe

Krivit's promotion of the HENS
(“rent stabilization”) petition in
the April Monitor.

In his column, Mr. Kriv-
it mocks the very real possibil-
ity that the type of rent control
being considered in St. Paul
could actually make the afford-
able housing problem worse by
compelling real estate investors
to exit the St. Paul market.

The Brookings Institute, in a
recent study, found that in some
cities, rent control has resulted
in an increase in gentrification
and a reduction in affordable
rental properties as the prospect
of reduced rent has motivated
property owners to convert their
properties to condos (if in good
condition) or tear them down
and build anew (if not in good
condition). A problem not ad-
dressed by Mr. Krivit is the likeli-
hood that rental property owners
who hang on will likely cut their
maintenance budgets if forced
with cope with reduced rents,
and we know that renters bear
the burden of that sort of disin-
vestment.

Finally, some of the numbers
that Mr. Krivit uses to support his
opinion are deceptive. He says
that rents in Ramsey County in-
creased 9% per year (2010-17),
a presumed justification for rent
control, while he ignores the fact
that rents in the city of St. Paul
went up an average of only 2%
in roughly the same time period
(about 3% more recently). While
many people rightly support the
funding and creation of more
affordable housing in St. Paul
(myself included), this HENS
rent “stabilization” proposal, it
seems, will not accomplish that,
and it may make matters worse.

Full disclosure: I am not a
real estate investor and I own no
rental properties.

William Leslie
Como

School
Guide

Coming in
August & September.
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Stand with Native communities
and demand stop to Line 3

Over the last month, we
have watched in horror as the un-
marked graves of murdered Na-
tive American children have been
discovered at former boarding
school sites.

With each discovery we are
reminded of the lives destroyed,
the families torn apart and the
systematic effort to wipe out
Native American culture across
North America. If anything, these
discoveries will hopefully bring
this horrific history back to the
forefront so that we can teach
our children an accurate picture
of the history of this land. With-
out an honest understanding of
history, we are destined to repeat
the sins of our forefathers. As
William Shakespeare once wrote,
“What's past is prologue.”

The unfortunate reality is
this, while there are no more Na-
tive American boarding schools,
we as a society continue to mar-
ginalize and set in motion the
destruction of our Native Amer-
ican neighbors and their com-
munities. In fact, by almost any
measure (health, economic or
educational) it is clear that our
Native Americans neighbors con-
tinue to be systematically op-

pressed.

How is this currently hap-
pening? The examples are too
long to list so let’s focus on one
current example.

A great deal of press and
discussion has occurred recently
about the ongoing effort to build
Enbridge’s Line 3. Most already
know that Line 3 will transport
Canadian oil through Minneso-
ta to be sold across the globe to
the benefit of the Enbridge cor-
poration. What many don’t know
(or would rather pretend not to
know) is this. Line 3 will literally
barrel through sovereign Indig-
enous nations and in doing so
will put those Native communi-
ties at risk.

Line 3 will and is already
putting massive amounts of
groundwater at risk and in doing
so threatens the health and way
of life for many Native American
people.

Line 3 construction contin-
ues to spit in the face of Native
American treaty rights and effec-
tively reminds us all that our Na-
tive neighbors are still treated as
second class citizens.

Line 3 construction shows
that in spite of massive climate

guest
columnist

By TOM LUCY,
Como Park
resident

damage the oil it carries will
bring, nothing gets in the way of
money.

So as elected officials from
the governor on down to city
council members shake their
heads at the recent discoveries of
Native American dead, they must
be reminded that in a very real
sense we continue our destruc-
tion of the Native American com-
munity. We may no longer have
boarding schools, we may no
longer openly take away a child'’s
native language but we DO con-
tinue to make policy decisions
that openly harm too many.

We must ALL understand
our horrific history AND demand
that we stop injuring our Native
American neighbors.

If our elected leaders want to
embrace our Native communities
they can stand against Line 3. If
we want to stand with our Native
neighbors we can tell those lead-
ers that we demand nothing less
of them.
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Lloyd's
Pharmacy
rebuilds
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community has been coming
here for years and years. They
wanted it here. They supported
us. This is a tribute to them.

“This is a community phar-
macy. We felt that through this
process.”

Family business

For the five Stage children
who range in age from nine to
15, it has been a slow process
although others have told them
it has been fast. “It takes a long
time to build,” commented the
youngest, nine-year-old Edmund.

“The family has been so sup-
portive of me through this pro-
cess,” stated Jim. “Cally and the
kids gave me space and time.”

The business is a family af-
fair, pointed out Jim. He grew up
in the Midway, and graduated
from Concordia Academy in Ros-
eville class of 2000. He interned
at Lloyd’s under then-owner Ron
Johnson, later worked for John-
son’s pharmacy in Rochester, and
then returned in Lloyd's in 2011.
The family now lives in Roseville.

They all take pride in the
family pharmacy business, which
also includes Setzer’s at 1685
Rice St. The oldest, 15-year-old
Gracen, has been working as a
clerk at the temporary location,
“mini Lloyd’s,” which has been
operating down the street at 694
Snelling Ave. in rented space.
They all plan to work at the phar-
macy someday. Edmund and

The Stage family: (Back) Jim and Cally, (r;ziddle) Evelyn, Gracen, Elliot,

(front) Lydia and Edmund. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

12-year-old Elliot dream of be-
coming pharmacists when they
grow up and taking over the fam-
ily business.

It was hard to reckon with
knowing people broke into the
pharmacy, looted it, and then
set it on fire. The family decided
right away they would focus on
forgiveness. “It was good for us
to do that as a family,” said Jim.

With that, they decided to
look for the blessings in the sit-
uation, to make lemonade out of
lemons, pointed out mom Cally.

Ten-year-old Lydia observed
that God knew they needed to fix
up the aging building. They're all
grateful for a new one that won't
require constant fixing.

Thirteen-year-old Evelyn put
her mark on building by careful-
ly selecting all the paint colors.
She opted for a shade of gray as
a nice base color, with blues and

pinks as pops of color in individ-
uals rooms.

Modeled after old building with
modern touches

The new building closely
models the look and layout of
the original, including the canti-
levered window above the front
door that gives it a distinctive
look. The original window hung
over the city sidewalk, which is
no longer allowed under code.
To keep the structure looking the
same, the entire building was
moved back a few inches so the
window stays within Stage’s prop-
erty line. The crown modeling
on the top outside edge is also a
feature of the new building. The
old building has been added onto
multiple times over the years and
was a hodgepodge of levels. There
was a small, partial basement
under the front section.

While the new one is laid
out in a way that the customer
won't notice the difference, it is
now all one level. Plus, the ceil-
ings are higher at 10 feet, which
make it feel more spacious. The
basement also has 10 feet ceilings
and stretches the entire length
of the building. A vaccine room
was added at the front.

The new building has ADA
improvements, a plus for his cus-
tomers, pointed out Stage.

A few additions will make
things more efficient for staff
and help them avoid frequent
trips up and down the 22 steps
between levels. There’s a dumb-
waiter that travels between the
basement and the main floor.
Another set of tubes moves med-
ication quickly between the labs
and compounding areas on the
second level to the main level.

Originally a living space, the

second level was extensively re-
modeled in 2018 to better house
the pharmacy labs. Lloyd'’s serves
about 8,000 people and about
15% of their work is compound-
ing medications that aren’t avail-
able many other places. One
lab is set up with the necessary
fans and safety precautions for
handling medications deemed
hazardous, with a pass-through
window for observation and to
move medications back and forth
without having to suit back up.

Lloyd’s also puts togeth-
er “blister packs” for customers
to help them manage multiple
medications over a month. By
organizing the medications into
28-day packs, it is easier for cus-
tomers to track when and what
they need to take each day.

Lloyd’s offers delivery in St.
Paul, and mails out orders across
the state and into Wisconsin.

Hard but important lessons

General contractor Joe Beit-
ler of Beitler Construction lived
across the street from the state
fairgrounds in the 1970s and 80s.

He met his wife while attending
Bethel in the buildings that are
now home to the Job Corps. “It
was painful to go through but
what he has now is such an im-
provement to what he had be-
fore,” observed Beitler.

Jim observed that he learned
many lessons over the last year,
including that he wasn’t in con-
trol. “It's been trying. It's been
testing. It's been hopeful. It's
been wonderful,” said Jim.

“There’s been a lot of
growth. I've had to learn how to
manage differently. It's taken me
out of my comfort zone.”

As with other affected busi-
nesses in the Twin Cities, insur-
ance covered only the cost of the
building as it was valued before it
burned down not what it cost to
rebuild. Some of the gap was cov-
ered by the GoFundMe donations.

Community, staff support

People sent donations and
letters of support. Midway resi-
dents Maxine Curran and Rob-
ert Juneski brought homemade
baked items - snickerdoodles
and banana bread and pumpkin
spiced cookies - to the 70 staff at
Lloyd’s and Setzer’s every single
Tuesday all year long.

“The employees returned,”
said Jim. During the chaos, “they
stuck with us. They powered
through it. They were asked to do
things they wouldn’t otherwise
have done. They have been out-
standing.”

Lloyd’s staff began work-
ing out of the Setzer’s location
immediately, working to fulfill
orders before they were able to
rebuild their computer system
based on their long-time rela-
tionships with customers. Within
a month, they had opened the
temporary location down the
block from the original one, and
have operated from there since.

They're looking forward to
getting back into a larger facility
and working out of a new space.

St. Paul businesses and neighborhood associations partner with the
Minneapolis Foundation to raise $20 million to help small business
owners and corridors impacted by civil unrest after Floyd's murder

INVESTING IN RESILIENCY

If you thought the 350 or so
Minneapolis and St. Paul small
business owners on Lake Street
and West Broadway in Minne-
apolis, and University Avenue in
St. Paul’s Midway who watched
their businesses get damaged
or destroyed in the civil unrest
following the murder of George
Floyd one year ago were giving
up on their dreams, you would
be wrong.

What the civil unrest took
away has made them stronger
and even more determined than
ever to rebuild their businesses
and reimagine their futures and
the futures of their communities.

“I will not quit until I know
I can’t go on anymore,” said
Wonneda Hing, owner of Uni-
versal Hair Design located in St.
Paul’s East Midway/West Frog-
town neighborhood. “So, I will
strive to find some funding, some
loans, to help my dream.”

Restore-Rebuild-Reimagine

It’s this determination that’s
fueling a new fundraising effort
supported by a coalition of busi-
nesses and nonprofits to help
Minneapolis and St. Paul small
businesses directly affected by

civil unrest to reconstruct their
operations.

Formed by the Minneapo-
lis Foundation, the communi-
ty-based Restore-Rebuild-Reimag-
ine Fund (RRRFund.org) started
with a challenge grant from the
Delta Dental of Minnesota Foun-
dation and received donations
so far from Target Corporation,
the Donaldson Foundation, and
Mortenson. In creating the fund,
the goal is to raise at least $20
million within the next year.

“I am personally inspired by
the determination of these small
businesses to rebuild,” said Rod
Young, CEO and president of
Delta Dental of Minnesota. “Be-
cause of their fighting spirit and
the love for their communities,
we've joined with other major
businesses and neighborhood
nonprofits to accelerate their
rebuilding efforts. Through our
Foundation, we want to build on
their momentum.”

These businesses are partner-
ing with the Lake Street Coun-
cil, the West Broadway Business
and Area Coalition, and the Mid-
way Chamber of Commerce in
St. Paul, and raised funds will be
directed and distributed through
the Minneapolis Foundation’s

Restore-Rebuild-Reimagine Fund.
Complementing these efforts,
Minneapolis-based Mortenson,
one of Minnesota’s largest con-
struction companies, has been
providing pro bono services and
technical consultation to assist
impacted businesses, and con-
necting affected business owners
with local minority-owned con-
tractors for services.

“The physical restoration of
these main corridors in our com-
munity is vital,” said Lynn Lit-
tlejohn, Vice President of Com-
munity Affairs and Development
for Mortenson. “Much has been
accomplished so far, but a signif-
icant amount of work remains.
Time becomes a factor the longer
we wait. That's why we need to
act now and act decisively to re-
store these three key cultural and
business corridors.”

Mini-documentary

The world was shocked
when images of burning build-
ings, smashed facades, and
looted businesses flooded their
screens one year ago.

Today, new images are
emerging - of small business
owners on Lake Street, West

R

“I'm staying for the community. I'm
staying for the love of the people,” said
Gloria Wong, owner of Sunrise Plaza
and Century Plaza in the Midway.
(Photo submitted)

Broadway and University Avenue
more determined than ever to re-
imagine their futures.

Their stories are captured
in their own words in a new
12-minute mini-documentary
called Corridors, which shares
how businesses on Lake Street
and West Broadway in Minneap-
olis, and on University Avenue in
St. Paul’s Midway neighborhood,
were damaged or destroyed,
how the community came to-
gether to help, and why owners
are passionate about staying in
their neighborhoods, rebuilding
their businesses and reimagining
their futures. The documentary is
available to watch on RRRFund.
org.
The mini-documentary was
created in support of the Re-
store-Rebuild-Reimagine Fund
and serves as a call-to-action to
encourage further philanthropic
investment in the vital Minneap-
olis and St. Paul communities af-
fected by the civil unrest.

“These small business own-

ers are part of a long-standing
legacy of immigrants who came
to Minnesota to forge a new fu-
ture for themselves and their
adopted new home,” said R.T.
Rybak, President of the Minne-
apolis Foundation. “Many fled
wars and strife in their home-
lands. There’s no one who un-
derstands better what it means
to rebuild than these business
owners. That's why we're invest-
ing in them.”

Reimagining the future

Donations to the Re-
store-Rebuild-Reimagine Fund
will be used specifically to help
small businesses impacted by
the civil unrest re-construct their
businesses. These efforts range
from minor repairs to store
facades to the complete recon-
struction of buildings.

“We've learned in our com-
munity outreach efforts over
the past year that many of these
small businesses were underin-
sured,” said Littlejohn. “The Re-
store-Rebuild-Reimagine Fund
will help fill that gap.”

But what's very clear, accord-
ing to the Corridors documenta-
1y, is the will of these small busi-
ness owners to survive and thrive.

“I want to build a building.
How realistic is that dream?”
asked K.B. Brown, owner of Wolf-
pack Promotionals LLC on West
Broadway in Minneapolis’ Jordan
neighborhood. “I'm an entrepre-
neur. I don't believe in failure. I'll
make it happen.”
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Four sue after eviction from
Midway Center ...

Court documents indicate
that the four business owners
believe their storefronts sus-
tained little damage and could
have reopened. They are claiming
wrongful eviction and unlawful
exclusion, breach of contract and
breach of duty in good faith.

Defendants in the case are
RK Midway Shopping Center,
Snelling Midway Redevelopment
LLC and RD Management. Attor-
ney Timothy Kelly declined com-
ment on behalf of his clients.

Peking Garden is now in a
building that was built sever-
al years ago for Mai Village. The
most recent occupant, the Tapes-
try restaurant, closed about two
years ago.

Lau said that his family has
spent about $1 million in re-
location costs and has about
$200,000 to $300,000 in addi-
tional expenses pending for the
new location’s kitchen.

“We've had good traffic at
the new location but as we get
into working there, we find we
need to make further changes,”
Lau said. Business owners at Mid-
way Center were given $10,000
by the owners, but Lau said that
was not nearly enough for busi-
nesses wishing to relocate.

Peking Garden is one of two
businesses that has reopened.
Thein’s has reopened as King
Cajun, at 712 University Ave.

Golden Gate has perma-
nently closed, and the restaurant
website is gone. Mimi'’s voicemail
indicates the salon is still tempo-
rarily closed. All four businesses
are BIPOC-owned.

Lau said Peking Garden's
Midway Center lease was to ex-
pire in 2028. That is the same
year for the Cajun restaurant.

Mimi’s Beauty Salon had a
lease extending into 2024. Gold-
en Gate's lease was to expire at
the end of 2022. Golden Gate
was owned by the Hui family for
40 years and was the longest-ten-
ured shopping center tenant.

The restaurant had operat-
ed at Midway Center since 2005,
moving there after its previous
space near the University of Min-
nesota was taken to build a new
football stadium.

The Laus had put more than
$350,000 into their Midway Cen-
ter space just a few years before
being forced out.

In the lawsuit, the plain-
tiffs contend that only about 10
percent of the shopping center
sustained heavy damage. Other

areas, including their leased
premises, sustained little to no
damage and the city has not re-
voked any of their individual cer-
tificates of occupancy.

“If it were not for [Snel-
ling-Midway Redevelopment’s]
closure of Midway Center, the
plaintiffs individually and collec-
tively would be able to continue
their business operations,” the
lawsuit stated.

“We walked through each
business with the fire marshal,”
Lau said. “We were not told we
couldn’t reopen.”

Court documents spell out
the former tenants’ claim that
their leases were terminated in a
bid to speed up redevelopment
of the Midway Center property
around the Allianz Field soccer
stadium. The property bounded
by Pascal Street and St. Anthony,
Snelling and University avenues
is under lease to Snelling Midway
Redevelopment LLC. That enti-
ty is led by Bill McGuire, who is
also lead owner for the Minneso-
ta MLS soccer team.

A city-approved master plan
for redevelopment was put into
place for five years. It include
apartments, a hotel and commer-
cial development. More than one
year ago plans were unveiled to
build two mixed-use buildings
on the western part of the site,
but those plans haven’t materi-
alized.

The business owners are
represented by Christopher
Knapp of the law firm Barnes
and Thornburg of Minneapolis.
Knapp declined comment.

Updates on bhusinesses

The four Midway Center
businesses involved in the law-
suit are just some impacted by
the civil unrest and evictions.
What has happened to the other
businesses?

Chain businesses such as
Family Dollar, Great Clips, Sal-
ly’s Beauty Supply, H & R Block,
Foot Locker and Rainbow cloth-
ing have other stores in the Twin
Cities, and haven’t opened new
stores in Midway area.

To New York has a sister
store in Brooklyn Center.

Bank of American opened a
new branch at University and Fry
Street. That building was in the
works before the civil unrest.

MidPointe Event Center,
which hosted an array of ban-
quets, receptions, conference and
meets, has closed permanently.
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Giving to the RRR Fund

Business and communi-
ty leaders and individuals who
want to help small businesses on
Lake Street and West Broadway
in Minneapolis and University
Avenue in St. Paul rebuild, can
give directly to the Restore-Re-
build-Reimagine Fund at RRR-
Fund.org, by emailing rebuild@
mplsfoundation.org, by calling
612-672-3867, or texting “RE-
BUILD” to 243725. Donations
of all sizes are being accepted.
Donations will be administered
to local businesses by the Minne-
apolis Foundation’s Restore-Re-
build-Reimagine Fund.

“The strength of Minneap-

olis and Saint Paul is when we
come together and help each
other out,” said Rybak, “There’s
a lot of momentum behind the
Restore-Rebuild-Reimagine Fund
and we invite everyone who cares
deeply about these communities
to consider giving.”

“I'm hoping that we can
form alliances and people who
do have the means can partner
with those who don't. I hope we
can have these partnerships,”
said Christina Le, who owns Lake
Wine & Spirits with her husband,
both immigrants from Vietnam.
“It's hard to do something alone.
We would like to stay here as
long as possible, grow with the
city, and reinvest our time and
money into our neighborhood

1

again. No guts, no glory!
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St. Paul mayor Melvin Carter
I1I was present along with many
dignitaries including Minneso-
ta Governor Tim Walz, Minne-
sota Lieutenant Governor Peggy
Flanagan, Minnesota Congress-
woman Betty McCollum, St. Paul
Mayor Melvin Carter, ReCon-
nect Rondo Board Chair Marvin
Anderson, Chair of the Ramsey
County Board of Commissioners
Toni Carter, City Councilmem-
ber Dai Thao, Minnesota Senator
Sandra Pappas, Minnesota Sena-
tor Erin Murphy, Minnesota Rep-
resentative Rena Moran, and St.
Paul Police Commissioner Todd
Axtell.

Among the first speakers at
the podium was Rondo resident
Pearl Mitchell Jackson.

Ms. Jackson’s Uncle Jim was
responsible for bringing a slip of
the original honeysuckle to Min-
nesota 150+ years ago. He served
in the Civil War as a Union sol-
dier, and once the war ended -
realized he could no longer con-
tinue living in the confederate
state of Alabama. He made his
way north to Minnesota, where
the honeysuckle was planted in a
Rondo yard. With the help of St.
Paul arborist and University of
Minnesota professor Chad Gib-
lin, a portion of the honeysuck-
le lives on at the Rondo Center
of Diverse Expression, adjacent
to the Rondo Commemorative
Plaza.

Mayor Carter opened his
mid-afternoon remarks with a
greeting of, “Good morning!” He
continued, “I know it’s 3:00 in
the afternoon, but I'm still saying
‘Good morning!” because a new
day is here.”

Sixty volunteers from Re-
public Services and communi-
ty members had spent the two

Rondo Center of Creative Expression Executive Director Marvin
Anderson said, “The flowers that were planted over the last two days
will grow and be another sign of our community’s healing and rec-
onciliation.” At left are Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan and Governor
Tim Walz. (Photo by Margie O'Loughlin)

History of Rondo

Professor David Taylo

D, T Vissar Taylor grew ug)
n Saint Paul incluting at 1018
Rande

Betwoen 1859 and 1845, Rondeay soid his property
and It was subdivided betwaen several roal estate
agents. Five streets were created andlor extended
ough the Rondo Addition. Marshall, iglehart,
gll and S Anthony The prime street running
h the center of this district was Ronda Avenue.

[ 1870 and 190, St. Paul grew from 20,000
matedy 197,0:00-28% of which were of
raction. The first inhabitants of the Rondo
e & mixture of foreign-bom nationals,

the city's commercial core. and
maved in the direction of the
Ronddo Averwe corridor. By the

| 19305, about half the Biacks in
St Paul lived in Rondo and that
Grew 1o BSY, by the 1950
Rondo was an area of weeking
class homes within

cantral core of the city. For
wxample, many Rondo residents |
worked as Red Caps for the
mmmmw
10 work at the Union Dege

Pollce Commissioner Todd Axtell stands in front of a History of Rondo panel.

(Photo by Margie O'Loughlin)

previous days digging, planting,
mulching, and watering in hun-
dreds of perennials that make
up the new Rondo Community
Garden. A $150,000 grant from
the Republic Services Charitable
Foundation made possible the
purchase of plant materials. The
revitalized community space will
be a place to gather, perform, rec-
reate, and celebrate cultural her-
itage.

This honeysuckle was brought to Min-
nesota over 150 years ago by a Union
soldier who left the confederate state
of Alabama after the Civil War and
settled in Rondo. (Photo by Margie
O'Loughlin)

Wzth the help of St. Paul Arborist and Umverstty
of Minnesota professor Chad Giblin, a portion of
a 150-year-old honeysuckle lives on at the Rondo
Center of Diverse Expression (see photo above).
(Photo by Margie O'Loughlin)
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Nathan Kranz, general manager of First Avenue and
the Turf Club, said, “Welcome back!” (Photo by Margie
O'Loughlin)

“For all of the hassles with cancelled concerts and
making refunds during COVID-19, our pafrons were
very understanding. A lot of people donated their
refunds to our Turf Club restoration, and bought
merchandise. Their actions kept us alive.”
~ Nathan Kranz

DISCOVER AN

TURF CLUB
REVIVED
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Kranz added, “It was extremely
hard to visit all of our venues while
they were closed, but the Turf Club was
the hardest because of the damage it
sustained.”

Now that the building has been
restored, it's time to start hiring staff
again. First Avenue had about 450 em-
ployees across their venues when the
pandemic hit, and 430 of them had
to be laid off. The organization tried
to stay in touch with their staff while
venues were shuttered. They sent out a
weekly newsletter that identified how
and where to get COVID-19 tests and
eventually vaccines, highlighted where
to go for mental health resources, and
kept the channels of communication
open.

History matters

Guitar bluesmaster Charlie Parr
has a history of playing every Sunday
in January at the Turf Club, and 2021
was no exception. This year, instead
of packing the house, Parr offered his
concerts virtually and charged no ad-
mission. Listeners made donations,
and the residency (as Parr calls it)
raised enough to cover the cost of pro-
ducing and filming the concerts with a
professional crew.

Kranz explained, saying, “History
matters to our company, and we want-
ed to maintain at least some continuity
during the pandemic. We were able to
present Charlie’s residency, and some
of the other annual events we know
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The interior, including the historic wooden
bar at the Turf Club (at right) has been re-
stored following fire damage in May 2020.
(Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

our fans look forward to.

“For 40 years, local guitar legend
Curtiss A has played a tribute to John
Lennon on Dec. 8 (the night he was
murdered). Curtiss A came down to
First Avenue to record the show this
year, and more than 1,000 people were
able to watch it remotely. We really
wanted to keep that streak going; 41
years is a long time.

“There were some things about the
virtual events that surprised us. One
advantage is that we could give access
to well-known bands and well-loved
annual events that sell out quickly.
With live stream, there’s no maximum
audience capacity.”

First Avenue may continue live
streaming some events, but they aren't

SPPS SCHOOL _,
YOU’LL LOVE!

* FREE Full-Day Pre-Kindergarten Classes

* Community Schools Close to Home

W Magnet Programs Including Aerospace,
Language Immersion, Montessori, STEM and MORE

* Caring and Dedicated Teachers

* Free Breakfast and Nutritious Lunch

Apply online at spps.org/apply

Have questions? Contact the Student Placement Center:
+ Call us at 651-632-3760
« Email us at spc@spps.org; or
« stop by to talk with staff at 2102 University Ave. W.

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

About the Turf Club

The Turf Club is beloved for being both a
neighborhood hangout and a destination
for some of the top touring bands in the
country. The live music venue with seating
for 350 has a main stage and bar upstairs,
and a smaller stage and bar downstairs in
the Clown Lounge. It is ramping back up to
featuring live music nearly every night of
the week, after 16 months of being closed
for the pandemic and renovation for water
damage.

The Turf Club
is owned and
operated by
First Avenue.
Their other
businesses
include the
Seventh
Street Entry,
the Depot
Tavern, the
Fine Line,
the Fitzgerald Theater, First Avenue, and the
Palace Theater.

sure yet how it will play out.

What to expect

The mask policy at the Turf Club
moving into summer will continue to
follow CDC guidelines. Kranz said,
“We're not going to try and outsmart
the scientists. We'll be asking unvacci-
nated patrons to mask up for the safety
of everyone.

“We've worked hard to make this
place look and feel the same as it did
the last time customers were here. We
love these old spaces, and the Turf
Club is our most historic venue. We
feel it’s important to keep the vibe.

“I think we're in for some very
good times once we get these doors
back open.”

\0: Saint Paul

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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International Institute of Minnesota expands Como Ave. headquarters

The International Institute of
Minnesota is expanding its head-
quarters building at 1694 Como
Ave. The expanded facility is part
of a $12.5 million project that
will allow the organization to
increase workforce training and
other sought-after programs that
will serve an additional 500 New
Americans annually.

The project is being funded
by a $3 million state bonding ap-
propriation, private and corpo-
rate foundations, and individual
donors. The Otto Bremer Trust
has awarded $1 million to the
project, including a $750,000
program-related investment and
a $250,000 grant. Other major
contributors include Fred C. and
Katherine B. Andersen Founda-
tion, FR. Bigelow Foundation,
Hardenbergh Foundation, HRK
Foundation and Saint Paul Foun-
dation.

“We are grateful for all of
our supporters that have helped
make this expansion possible,”
said International Institute of
Minnesota Executive Director
Jane Graupman. “Even before the
pandemic, the Institute experi-
enced a significant increase in de-
mand for our services. For over
100 years, we have been working
to make Minnesota a place where
New Americans can find respect,
support, and safety; and opportu-
nities to achieve their fullest po-
tential - which positively benefits
them and our state. ”

The expansion includes a
16,000-square-foot wing con-
taining six new classrooms,
interactive training labs, a wel-

coming and functional lobby
and gathering spaces for clients
and their families. The current
18,000-square-foot building is
being renovated to maximize
space efficiency, ensure accessi-
bility and create flexibility for the
future.

The Institute achieved several
milestones in 2020, surpassing
25,000 refugees resettled since
1974, and assisting in 15,000 cit-
izenship applications being filed
since 2001. As baby boomers age
out of the workforce, immigrants
and refugees represent a growing
portion of the state’s overall pop-
ulation, and these New Ameri-
cans are essential to Minnesota’s
labor market and economic via-
bility in the global marketplace.

“The International Insti-
tute of Minnesota has a tremen-
dous track record of helping
New Americans achieve stability
and quickly become contribut-
ing members of the workforce,
particularly in the much-need-
ed healthcare professions,” said
Charlotte Johnson, Co-CEO and
Trustee, Otto Bremer Trust. “By
substantially increasing the In-
stitute’s facility, the organization
will be able to double the num-
ber of workforce program partici-
pants annually.”

Founded in 1919, the Interna-
tional Institute of Minnesota helps
New Americans successfully tran-
sition to new lives, build self-suf-
ficiency, and achieve economic in-
dependence. Today, the Institute
is a recognized leader in programs
and services for immigrants and
refugees, providing workforce de-
velopment; employment training,

o : il
On June 10, 2021, folks gathered to
officially break ground for the new
16,000-square-foot wing containing
six new classrooms, interactive train-
ing labs, and more at the Internation-
al Institute of Minnesota. The existing
18,000-square-foot building is also
being renovated. (Photos submitted)

including programs aimed at hos-
pitality and medical careers; im-
migration and citizenship services;
refugee resettlement; English lan-
guage classes; and a college read-
iness academy. The Institute also
sponsors the popular annual Festi-
val of Nations.
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Community
members unite
to replace trees
this year instead
of in 2023

By MARGIE O'LOUGHLIN

Trudy Dunham and Miriam
Friesen are on a mission: they
want to replace the nearly 100
ash trees removed from the Ham-
line Midway neighborhood faster
than city officials are proposing.

Last month, the city of Saint
Paul cut down 69 mature ash
trees on Minnehaha Avenue, 21
on Asbury Avenue, and six on
Simpson Street — all between
Snelling and Hamline avenues.

The city’s timeline for deal-
ing with the Emerald Ash Borer
(EAB) in District 11 is to remove
all the ash trees in 2021, to grind
the stumps in 2022, and to plant
new boulevard trees in 2023.

Dunham and Friesen, along
with many community groups,
business owners, and residents
believe that this response is too
slow.

Organizations lending sup-
port include the Earthkeepers
of Hamline United Methodist
Church, the Hamline Midway
Coalition, the city of Saint Paul
Forestry Department, Ham-
line Midway Neighbors for
Peace, Hamline Midway Pro-
gressive Women, Gingko Coffee
Shop, Midway Animal Hospi-
tal, Friends of Horton Park, and
Friends of Hamline Park.

Friesen explained, “Our goal
is to streamline the whole pro-
cess from three years to one. We
want to see new boulevard trees
in the ground this fall.”

According to Dunham, Saint
Paul’s plan is to increase the city
tree canopy from 32% to 40%
by 2030. She said, “With that in
mind, we really need to accel-
erate the process of replanting.
Boulevard trees take a long time
to mature.”

She continued, “We are
working with all of our partners
to create a more climate resilient
community and having a robust
tree canopy is part of that. Trees
help absorb air borne pollution;
trees dissipate heavy rain and re-
duce the amount of rainwater that
flushes into stormwater sewers;
trees provide shade, which cuts
down on the need for air condi-

REBUILD REPAIR RECYCLE
e e

One of the blocks along Minnehaha
Avenue that lost multiple mature ash
trees this summer. (Photo by Margie
O’Loughlin)

Miriam Friesen (pictured left) and
Trudy Dunham (pictured right),
co-creators of Replant Minnehaha
Trees. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

tioning; trees create beauty and a
strong sense of neighborhood.”

Structured removal of trees

Structured removal is the re-
moval of blocks of infested ash
trees throughout the city. Saint
Paul’s plan is that all stumps
created from 2021 ash removals
will be treated with an herbicide
(Pathfinder II RTU) to prevent
sprouting. The stumps will be
ground out in 2022, at the earli-

est. Stump grinding usually starts
in April, weather permitting.

The city of Saint Paul has in-
dicated that they will work with
Replant Minnehaha Trees to per-
mit early stump grinding - if the

work is done by a city-approved
landscape company.

In the past, the focus for
structured removal was on areas
that were planted in a monocul-
ture of ash trees. Due to the con-

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

tinued spread of EAB infestation,
structured removal is now used
for all ash trees. Once an ash tree
becomes infested, it takes 3-5
years for the tree to die. By re-
moving trees before they die, the
city’s goal is to reduce the num-
ber of dead and potentially haz-
ardous ash trees in the city.

The Forestry Department in-
oculates (rather than removes)
a portion of high value ash trees
on boulevards and in parks
that meet the following criteria:
trunks are between 10-20 feet,
trees appear to be in good health,
and there is no interference with
utility wires, street lights, or road-
way clearance. Given the city’s
budget constraints, and high lev-
els of EAB infestation, no new
trees will be added to this pro-
gram.

Replant Minnehaha Trees
has set a goal of raising $12,000-
$15,000 to grind the stumps that
were left behind from the recent
structured removal in Hamline
Midway. In addition, they've ap-
plied to Tree Trust for a Green
Futures Grant for boulevard re-
placement trees. The grant is not
an allocation of money, but an
allocation of trees.

Dunham and Friesen hope
they will receive 50-100 ready-to-
plant boulevard trees in the fall.
They will also need to recruit vol-
unteers to help plant and main-
tain the trees, which will not be
the city’s responsibility.

Launch party July 15

A celebration will be held
at Hamline Church Greenway
on Thursday, July 15 from 3-6
p-m. with a program starting at
4 p.m. City of Saint Paul Chief
Resilience Officer Russ Stark will
speak at the event, in support of
replanting Minnehaha Avenue’s
trees. The Hamline Church Gre-
enway is located at 1524 Engle-
wood Ave.

Representatives from the
city’s forestry department, tree
specialists, and local organiza-
tions and businesses will be pres-
ent. In addition to learning to
better care for trees, the focus will
be on climate resiliency and deal-
ing with summer heat in the ab-
sence of trees. Learn more about
the city’s efforts to manage the
EAB infestation, as well as their
long-term plans to extend the
tree cover city-wide. Get the latest
information about what varieties
of trees are being suggested for
replanting in a changing climate.
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Women of mystery, power and honesty focus of ‘The Witch of Eye’

Frogtown author releases new book about
witch trials, inquisitions during 1500s

By JAN WILLMS

Hags, crones, cunning
women and witches - terms
that have been used throughout
the ages to describe women of
power, of honesty and mystery.

Frogtown author Kathryn
Nuernberger, who teaches cre-
ative writing at the University of
Minnesota, has recently written
“The Witch of Eye,” a book of es-
says focusing on the witch trials,
inquisitions and torture of some
of these women during the mid-
1500s.

Meticulously researched, the
book examines how the use of
medicines and potions meant to
heal were instead attributed to
the power of evil, and the heal-
ers and midwives then accused
of harming the members of the
local communities.

“I have primarily been a poet
for much of my life,” said Nuern-
berger, who has written the po-
etry collections “Rue, The End of
Pink” and “Rag & Bone” as well
as an essay collection, “Brief In-
terviews with the Romantic Past.”

In researching information
about abortive plants for the
poems that were the backbone
of her book, “Rue,” published in
2020, Nuernberger said she was
having difficulty finding specifics
about how plants were used in
early birth control. “I was find-
ing lots of euphemistic referenc-
es, and I wanted the poems to be
vivid and have precise imagery,
and I also like historical accura-
cy,” she said.

“I remembered reading that
witches were often midwives, and
I had this thought that I could
go to the trial records and tran-
scripts, and in the confessions
I might learn how some of the
plants were used.” Nuernberg-

er said she did not find any in-
formation in the trial records
about how plants were used, but
she did find through reading
the transcripts this whole other
world.

“It was fascinating to me in
terms of power dynamics, defi-
ance and resistance. I am inter-
ested in plants but I am definite-
ly also interested in people who
are defiant and people who push
against oppressive power and op-
pressive regimes. So I just kept
reading, and I wanted to write in
that direction, as well,” she said.

For a long time, Nuernberger
said she did not really know if
she was writing a book, so she is
not sure how long she spent on
research. “As I was reading about
the trials, I thought they would
be good poems. I wanted them
to be like fairy tales with an his-
torical touch to them. But they
just kept getting longer and more
complicated, and I was writing
about real people who had suf-
fered in really terrible and unjust
ways. | wanted to be as faithful as
I could to them. These torture-in-
duced trial records have been to-
tally shaped by propaganda, so I
had to bring in lots of other con-
texts to try to bring as much as I
could figure out about their lives
on the page as possible.”

So the fairy tale poetry be-
came essays of what people ex-
perienced. Nuernberger's descrip-
tive writing never loses its sense
of poetry, however.

“The most interesting part
of working on a book, to me, is
the research,” Nuernberger said.
“That is also the most challeng-
ing part of the writing.” She said
she is interested in so much of
the research, and when she first
starts to write a book she is bor-

Frogtown author Kathryn Nuernberger, who teaches creative writing at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, has written a book that examines how the use of medicines
and potions meant to heal were instead attributed to the power of evil, and the
healers then accused of being “witches.” The book is titled, “The Witch of Eye.”

(Photo submitted)

ing. “My first drafts tend to read
like encyclopedia entries. I have
these trusted readers I show the
drafts to, and they tell me they
are boring and I wonder how
they can possibly say that.”
Nuernberger said that as she
does her research, she infuses it
with experiences from her own
life, finding parallels between
what she is reading, her own life
and what she sees in the day’s
headlines. She puts a lot of emo-
tional energy into her research,
but may not notice that other
people are not bringing the same
set of experiences to the research
material. “It becomes this pro-
cess of trying to figure out what
I need to give the readers of my
human experience in order for

them to see in my words what
I think is a really intense or in-
spiring or provocative piece of an
historical tidbit or factoid,” she
observed.

Considering herself a White
woman with a certain amount
of economic security in a way
that the women she writes about
were not, Nuernberger said her
usual mode of writing a little bit
of herself and a little bit of re-
search felt problematic. She said
she wanted to feel really alive
and human to her readers, but
also make the people she was re-
searching come alive on the page.

Racism emerges
As she worked on “The

Witch of Eye,” Nuernberger
said she wondered what made
it possible for the inquisitors
in the witch trials to behave the
way they did. Although she said
she believes people are basical-
ly good, the actions of the in-
quisitors reflected the evil in the
world.

“I was thinking a lot about
what makes their kind of logic
possible,” she said, “and there
are a number of answers. One is
a lust for power, and people will
believe whatever grants them a
level of comfort and power.”

Nuernberger said in her re-
searching she found that in the
medieval period, racism emerges,
and this can be seen in the narra-
tive of the trials. She cites narra-
tives of anti-Black, anti-Asian and
anti-Semitism in the records.

As she provides an in-depth
look at the lives of the various
accused witches, mostly women
but an occasional man or child,
Nuernberger intertwines some of
her own experiences and some
of the current events of the day.
And she looks at the diminishing
number of witch trials.

“Individuals start to real-
ize that wealthy people, and not
just marginalized people, can be
witches,” Nuernberger said. “And
once they realize that they turn
on each other.

“It was no longer just the
people they were accustomed to
scapegoating who were witches,
but rather anybody could be a
witch, and that opens a huge can
of worms. Maybe there are no
such thing as witches and maybe
witch trials should not be held.
And that seems to bring the trials
to a close.”

“The Witch of Eye” can be
purchased at your favorite book-
store or on Amazon and eBay.
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Let's broaden our perspectives for fair and just state, country, world

“Dreams and expectations are two
very different things. Dreams call
for a leap of faith, trusting that
Spirit is holding the net, so that
you can continue in the re-cre-
ation of the world with your ener-
gy, soul, gifts, and vision. Expecta-
tions are the emotional investment
the ego makes in a particular
outcome: what needs to happen
to make that dream come true...
Living your life as a dreamer and
not an ‘expector’ is a personal
declaration of independence. You
are able to pursue happiness more
directly when you don't get caught
up in the delivery details. Dream-
ing, not expecting, allows Spirit
to step in and surprise you with
connection, completion, consum-
mation, celebration.” - Sarah Ban
Breathnach, Simple Abundance

Happy July Monitor readers,

I hope you all are enjoying the
summer and dreaming of better
and brighter days. I'm also hop-
ing that you are feeling the lib-
erating energy of learning and
accepting hard truths such as the
meaning of Juneteenth or of the
cover-up of the horrible 1921
Black Wall Street bombings and
bloodbath of Tulsa’s Black and

Brown citizens. Hearing and then
accepting facts that we weren't
taught can be hard and discon-
certing, particularly, when we
have been educated with false
and omitted important historic
information alongside truthful
and prideful information and
facts.

Yes, often new knowledge
and uncovered documented ev-
idence is difficult and challeng-
ing to swallow or just to hear,
even when we see or feel the
truth/reality. For instance, cli-
mate change, or the Jan. 6 at-
tempted treason revolt on our
National Capitol, or of the cur-
rent Pipeline 3 ongoing slaugh-
ter of Mother Earth and the di-
rect inhuman assault to our First
Nation’s mothers, fathers, and
children. However, we can keep
rising and let our Better Angels
assist us to accept the Jubilation
of undoing and dismantling the
deceitfulness of our country and
state’s past and present wrongs
and unjust actions and policies.
For example, when we can ac-
knowledge facts like the Dec. 26,
1862 largest mass hangings in
USA history in our own Manka-
to, Minn. of 38 Dakota warriors

Peace
bubbles

By MELVIN GILES ‘ i
peacebubbles@q.com

or the June 15, 1920 mob lynch-
ing of three young Black men by
the residents of Duluth, Minn.,
we release the shame and guilt
that makes it hard to digest new
information and truths and we
receive renewed hope that we can
handle reconciling and restoring
harms and tragedies of our past
and of our current time.

It was great to see so many
people wanting to honor and cel-
ebrate the meaning of Juneteenth
after decades of demands and
petitions; now we just have to
connect the dots of Juneteenth to
the Voting Rights Act! Likewise,
many people, in particularly,
White people are just reading or
learning about the most authen-
tic 4th of July speech that Fred-
rick Douglass delivered on July
5, 1852. Please look up “What to

the Slave is the Fourth of July?”
I believe it will give extra back-
ground and context for accepting
and acknowledging why ‘Black
Lives Matter’ and why ‘Pipeline 3’
must end/stop! Here's a few lines
of Mr. Douglass speech:

“I say it with a sad sense of
the disparity between us. [ am
not included within the pale of
glorious anniversary! Your high
independence only reveals the
immeasurable distance between
us. The blessings in which you,
this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed
in common. The rich inheritance
of justice, liberty, prosperity and
independence, bequeathed by
your fathers, is shared by you,
not by me. The sunlight that
brought light and healing to you,
has brought stripes and death to
me. This Fourth July is yours, not
mine. You may rejoice, I must
mourn. To drag a man in fetters
into the grand illuminated tem-
ple of liberty, and call upon him
to join you in joyous anthems,
were inhuman mockery and sac-
rilegious irony... I do not despair
of this country. There are forces
in operation, which must inevita-
bly work the downfall of slavery.
‘The arm of the Lord is not short-

ened, and the doom of slavery
is certain. I, therefore, leave off
where I began, with hope. While
drawing encouragement from the
Declaration of Independence, the
great principles it contains, and
the genius of American institu-
tions, my spirit is also cheered
by the obvious tendencies of the
age.”

Let us also be cheered by the
obvious tendencies of the age
and of our time-period of old
and new knowledge and facts
coming to light, and of our on-
going mutual bending the arc
towards justice. Together we can
keep taking leaps of faith-ing
and continue optimistically in
the re-creation of our beautiful,
just, and environmental-friendly
world we want. Dream and be-

May Peace Be In the Rondo,
Frogtown, Hamline/Midway, Como,
& Surrounding Communities...

May Peace Be In Our Homes &
Communities. ..

May Peace Prevail On Earth
MPPOE)!111
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“Spirit of Misi-zibi” by Rock “Cyfi”
Martinez is the first Chroma Zone
mural completed. (Photo by Jon Reyn-
olds of Venn Media & Design)

By MARGIE O'LOUGHLIN

Discover the people, places,
and murals near Raymond and
University avenues at a free, out-
door event on July 24. This fam-
ily-friendly midsummer “hap-
pening” will celebrate the 2021
Chroma Zone Mural & Art Fes-
tival from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
the parking lot at 2417 University
Ave.

New murals will be on view
in the Creative Enterprise Zone
(CEZ) by three 2021 Chroma
Zone artists. They include Thom-
asina Topbear, painting at 2299
W Territorial (south wall); Kao
Lee Thao, painting at 2408 W
Territorial Road (east wall); and
Holly “Miskitoos” Henning Gar-
cia, painting at 771 Raymond
Ave (rear wall).

“In addition to debuting
three new 2021 Chroma Zone
murals, we are excited to intro-
duce the artists, makers, perform-
ers, community partners and
sponsors of the CEZ,” said CEZ
Executive Director Angela Cas-
selton.

“Even more so, we look for-
ward to coming together as cre-
atives and as a community to

celebrate the power of public art
(the murals) to promote, connect
and engage the people and plac-
es of the CEZ. It is our mission
and vision to attract and support
our community to ‘Make It Here/
to foster a greater sense of be-
longing and well-being, and to
contribute to the long-term beau-
ty, economic vitality, safety and
walkability of our unique creative

district.”

Stop by the CEZ booth to
pick up a map to begin your ad-
venture. Take a walking tour of
the 10+ new murals in the Ray-
mond-University area, or join a
mural bike tour that leaves at 10
a.m. from 2417 University Ave.
Register in advance or join the
day of the event.

There will be art demos,

hands-on activities, and live per-
formances throughout the day.
The performing arts and
dance academy CAAM Chinese
Dance Theater will perform at
10:30 a.m. The Smiling Drum
Studio will perform at 12:30 p.m.
Art Buddies will be on hand
with free art kits for kids to take
home. Learn about this one-on-
one mentorship program that

Five murals - one on each side of a
pole barn at Bang Brewing - went
up in May 2021 as part of this year’s
kick-off BANG IT! MURAL MEET.
(Photo by Jon Reynolds of Venn
Media & Design)

At left, kids paint a street mural using
constarch paint during the May 22
kick off event. It will also be part of
the July 24 event at 2417 University
Avenue West. (Photo by Jon Reynolds
of Venn Media & Design)

has been pairing creative adults
with kids from the Twin Cities
highest needs schools for 25
years.

Be part of making a mural
yourself with Hands-on Street
Mural Making.

Browse the wares of Mid-
ModMen+Friends, Barely Broth-
ers Records, Agharta Records,
Shag Studio and other CEZ vin-
tage and collectible shops.

Sip on coffee at Roundta-
ble Coffee, Workhorse Coffee,
and Dogwood Coffee. Have a
meal at Foxy Falafel, Naughty
Greek, Key's Cafe, Cafe Biaggio,
The Dubliner and more. Enjoy
a beer at Dual Citizen Brewing
Company.

Special thanks to The John
S. and James L. Knight Founda-
tion for their three-year support
of Chroma Zone.

Rondo receives trifection of good news from state, federal and Met Council

Twelve years after the initial
idea to physically reconnect the
Rondo neighborhood took root,
three milestones were met in July
at the state, federal and regional
levels that improve the initiative’s
likelihood of moving forward.

The Minnesota State Legisla-
ture approved, and the Governor
signed into law through the Bud-
get Bill, funds to start predevel-
opment activities including mas-

ter plannning for the land bridge;
Congresswoman Betty McCol-
lum has sponsored and included
funding specifically for Rondo as
part of the INVEST In America
Act within the Biden federal in-
frastructure process; and the Met-
ropolitan Council has approved a
$150,000 allocation for ReCon-
nect Rondo to create a specific
plan to address potential nega-
tive impacts of development on

neighborhoods.

The $6.2m state appropri-
ation to create a master plan
marks a significant turning point
for the land bridge, say organiz-
ers. Now they are able to launch
plans that address specific hous-
ing, jobs, health, and environ-
mental measures that will assure
that the development will ulti-
mately benefit the residents and
descendants of Rondo in the way

it was always intended.
Neighborhood concerns per-
sist over gentrification, proper-
ty taxes and other forces that are
feared may accelerate resident
displacement spawned by the es-
tablishment of an African Amer-
ican cultural enterprise district
connected by a community land
bridge. With community input,
master planning will be key to
developing safeguards through
tactics such as creating a commu-
nity reinvestment trust, cooper-

ative housing systems, and the
securing of air rights for the new
land being created as stated ex-
amples of the possible ways that
residents will retain control over
their collective destiny.

“Our years of persistence is
beginning to really pay off,” said
Keith Baker, Executive Director
for ReConnect Rondo.” More at
https://reconnectrondo.com/en-

gage/
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Springboard for the Arts
guarantees income for artists

25 Frogtown and
Rondo artists get

$500 a month for
18 months

By MARGIE O'LOUGHLIN

Springboard for the Arts re-
cently launched a new Guaran-
teed Income for Artists Program,
for artists living in the Rondo
and Frogtown neighborhoods of
St. Paul. The pilot program pro-
vides $500 of unrestricted sup-
port to 25 artists for 18 months,
and is the first of its kind across
the country.

The goal is to explore the
impact of guaranteed income
on artists at the neighborhood
level, and to provide a national
model for the inclusion of artists
in policies that address econom-
ic equality. Guaranteed income
is meant to supplement, rather
than replace, the existing social
safety net. It can be a tool for
racial and gender equity, while
contributing to community sta-
bility.

Caroline Taiwo is Spring-
board’s economic opportunity
director. She said, “While Minne-
sota has a ton of funding for the
arts, what isn't often talked about
is how competitive that funding
is. We see our program as an al-
ternative: a way for artists at vary-
ing stages of their careers to have
dependable income so they can
better support themselves and
their families.”

Following city’s lead

Taiwo continued, “COVID-
19 laid bare so many inequi-
ties that artists face, particularly
BIPOC artists. Springboard rec-
ognized that funding for artists
is often based on prestige. We de-

Do art, get paid

Springboard for the Arts is seek-
ing five artists to raise public
awareness and support for their
Guaranteed Income for Artists
Pilot Program. Selected artists
will create public art projects in
the fall of 2021. Each artist will
receive a $5,000 stipend. The
deadline for application is Friday,
July 16, 11:59 p.m.

Visit www.springboardforth-
earts.org/artists-respond-peo-
ple-place-and-prosperity for more
information.

cided to create a sidecar to the
city of Saint Paul’s People’s Pros-
perity Guaranteed Income Proj-
ect, and used many of the same
parameters for participation.”

In both programs, partici-
pants are chosen at random. In
Springboard’s case, names were
selected from a data base of art-
ists who received support from
their Artist Emergency Relief
Fund last year.

That program gave $500
micro grants to eligible art-
ists with no strings attached.
Through individual donations
and foundation support, Spring-
board was able to disburse a total
of $1,500,000 to artists during
the pandemic. Taiwo said, “It was
a bright spot for our staff, and for
grant recipients, during what was
a really dark time.”

Staff, board members, and
supporters of Springboard be-
lieve that art makers and creativ-
ity will be the key to a just and
equitable pandemic recovery. For
that to happen, direct support to
artists is needed.

Director of Economic Opportunity Caroline Taiwo said,

“We are centering artists from Frogtown and Rondo as creative
problem solvers and key economic drivers, because these neighborhoods have been disproportionately impacted by COVID-
19 and overlooked for decades.” (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

A new way of giving

Springboard considers the
Guaranteed Income for Artists
Program to be a better solution
than the old model for distrib-
uting grants. According to Taiwo,
“Historically, there’s been a cer-
tain connotation, almost a ste-
reotype, around who gives away
money and who receives it.

“Ours is a small pilot; it's
not a definitive study. We're
simply curious about how this
amount of money will impact
the lives of participating artists
over time. We are supplement-
ing the artists’ existing income.
The artists are helping us better
understand how to implement
narrative change.

“Unlike most grant re-
cipients, artists selected for the
Guaranteed Income for Artists
Program are not required to doc-
ument their work, or to present
a public performance or exhibit
when the 18-month grant period
has ended. Approximately 75%
of recipients are Black, Native
and/or People of Color.”

Focus on the neighborhood

From the beginning, the
pilot funding was going to be
geared toward neighborhood
artists. There were 130 neigh-
borhood artists from Rondo and
Frogtown who applied for Artist
Emergency Relief Fund grants last
year. From those names, 25 art-

ists were randomly selected.

Taiwo explained, “Our or-
ganization is about place-based
work. It was important for us
to pull from the neighborhood,
as opposed to from across the
Twin Cities. The Guaranteed In-
come for Artists Pilot is part of
our community building, and
it'’s also a chance to support our
neighborhood.”

Springboard for the Arts is
located in the Frogtown neigh-
borhood at 262 University Av-
enue West. The pilot is funded
with the support of the McKnight
Foundation and the Bush Foun-
dation

Mt. Airy Boys and Girls Club renovation complete

A five-month renovation
project of the Mt. Airy Boys &
Girls Club was completed on June
14. The construction - undertak-
en in partnership with Minneso-
ta United and Target and led by
Mortenson - began in February
2021.

The project at the Mt. Airy
Boys & Girls Club included ren-
novating the club’s gymnasium,
adding new sports court floor-

ing, new equipment, and score-
boards, as well as turning an ex-
isting classroom into a STEAM
Lab. The STEAM Lab will be de-
signed for all students to have
enhanced exposure and access to
STEAM (science, technology, en-
gineering, art and math) through
hands-on learning, experimenta-
tion and varied educational teach-
ings. STEAM education — often
not accessible to all students —

integrates concepts that are usu-
ally taught as separate subjects in
different classes and emphasizes
the application of knowledge to
real-life situations.

“Having a new STEAM lab for
members of all ages gives us the
ability to provide fun, education-
al, cutting-edge programming as
well as offer valuable career explo-
ration opportunities,” said Boys
& Girls Club Branch Director An-
drew Jones.

The mission of BGCTC is to

enable all young people, espe-
cially those who need us most, to
reach their full potential as pro-
ductive, caring, responsible cit-
izens. Clubs provide a fun, safe
and constructive environment
for kids and teens during out-of-
school hours. They offer programs
and services to help young people
succeed in school, develop leader-
ship skills, maintain healthy life-
styles, and build career aspirations
for the future. In nonpandem-
ic times, BGCTC serves roughly

8,000 K-12 youth annually across
10 Twin Cities Club sites (five in
Minneapolis, three in Saint Paul,
two in Richfield) and Voyageur
Environmental Learning Center.
“The Mt. Airy Boys & Girls
Club is a fantastic representation
of the entire community: people
of robust, diverse backgrounds
working together to build a bet-
ter future for each young person,”
said Minnesota United CEO Chris
Wright.
PHOTOS ONLINE @
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com
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St. Paul wrestles with rental ordinance, rent control

By JANE McCLURE

St. Paul’s S.A.F.E. ordinance
and its tenant protections were re-
pealed on a 4-3 city council vote
June 23. Council members have
said they'll start work immediate-
ly on a new tenants’ protection
ordinance. That doesn’t mollify
some housing advocates, who
asked the city to continue a feder-
al court fight centered on S.A.FE.

The ordinance was passed
last year, and was to take effect
March 1. It was considered to be
one of the most sweeping tenants’
protections packages in the nation
and was hailed by renters’ rights
and faith-based groups. But land-
lords and property management
companies challenged the ordi-
nance in federal court in February,
claiming parts of it violated their
constitutional rights.

U.S. District Court Judge
Paul Magnuson in mid-April or-
dered St. Paul to stop enforcing
the ordinance. Magnuson said the
ordinance provisions on tenant
screening and lease renewals
could be seen as unconstitution-
al, and that the city was likely to
lose the case if it went to trial. The
case wasn't scheduled for trial
until October 2022. Ordinance
enforcement could be delayed for
more than a year, even if the city
won the court case.

Council members met with
the city attorney’s office this sum-
mer to discuss options. More than
four dozen people and organiza-
tions also weighed in, most ask-
ing that the ordinance not be re-

pealed and that the city continue
with the federal court case.

A majority of council mem-
bers said that by repealing the
S.A.EE. ordinance now, work can
start immediately on a new tenant
protections ordinance. Council
President Amy Brendmoen and
council members Rebecca No-
ecker, Jane Prince and Chris Tol-
bert voted for repeal; Mitra Jalali,
Dai Thao and Nelsie Yang voted
against.

S.A.EE. stands for Stable, Af-
fordable, Fair and Equitable hous-
ing. The ordinance placed limits
on how landlords work with ten-
ants. The most debated section of
the ordinance was its “just cause”
provision, which required land-
lords to explain why they weren’t
renewing leases.

The ordinance also limited
how extensively landlords could
use a tenants’ criminal and credit
histories for screening purposes. If
a building considered to provide
affordable rental housing was put
up for sale, landlords had to give
tenants 90 days’ notice before a
sale. Landlords had to pay tenant
relocation costs if rents increased
within three months of a sale.

“Whatever happens today,
all of us are committed to get-
ting strong tenant protections in
place,” said Prince. “Nothing that
we do here today should suggest
anything else.”

Jalali expressed “strong dis-
agreement” with a repeal, saying
the city was shelving an ordinance
that is a landmark in public pol-

icy. "I believe that our policy is
worth fighting for.” While saying
she recognizes the potential cost
and time issues with an ongoing
court case, repeal sends the wrong
message. “It undercuts the point
of what we're trying to do.”

Yang agreed, saying the city
could still be sued by landlords if
a new ordinance is brought for-
ward.

Mayor Melvin Carter issued a
statement after the vote saying he,
too, is disappointed in the April
court order that prompted the
repeal vote. “Our SAFE Housing
ordinance to address threats of
displacement and discrimination
in our thriving housing market.
The tenant protections contained
in the SAFE Housing ordinance
were developed through extensive
engagement with our communi-
ty and remain as critical as ever.
I join the city council and mem-
bers of our community in disap-
pointment over the court order
which precipitated today’s repeal
vote. We remain steadfast in our
commitment to continue working
with our community to realize
stable, accessible, fair and equita-
ble housing for all who call our
city home,” said Carter.

Attorneys for the landlord
and property owner plaintiffs
have said they’ll drop the litiga-
tion if the city repeals the ordi-
nance.

But many people asked the
city council to not repeal the or-
dinance, at least not until a new
ordinance was drafted in its place.

Housing Justice Center at-
torneys asked the St. Paul City
Council to consider the potential
impact a repeal would have on a
similar court fight in Minneapo-
lis. The Minneapolis ordinance is
at the Eighth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. A repeal in St. Paul could be
seen as a potentially legally bind-
ing opinion admission that such
ordinances are unconstitutional.

Rent control on hallot?

The fate of a proposed No-
vember ballot question on rent
stabilization or rent control is
now in the hands of Ramsey
County elections officials. Mem-
bers of the Housing Equity Now
St. Paul (HENS) coalition June 15
brought boxes full of petition sig-
natures to county officials. Their
hope is to impose a 3 percent
cap on future rent increases in St.
Paul.

If approved, a citywide rent
control policy would take effect
May 1, 2022.

The group, working at times
in what was record June heat,
gathered more than 9,000 peti-
tion signatures. County officials
have started the process of count-
ing and verifying that the signa-
tures are from city residents. More
than 5,000 signatures are needed
to place the measure on the bal-
lot.

Tram Hoang, policy advocate
for the Alliance, said the number
of signatures gathered is almost
double the needed. She said the
signatures send a loud and clear
message that “Renters belong in
St. Paul.”

St. Paul has become a major-
ity renter city, said Monica Bravo,
executive director of the West Side
Community Organization. That
is, more than half of the city’s resi-
dents live in rental housing.

The St. Paul ordinance as pro-
posed would place a 3 percent an-
nual cap on residential rents. It
also calls for city officials to set up
a process for landlords who wish
to receive an exemption from
the cap. This might be for land-
lords who make investments in
their properties, or who see higher
property tax increases.

A key goal of the ballot ini-
tiative is to increase housing sta-
bility, said Hoang. “Rent control
is just part of the solution to our
affordable housing crisis, but it is
a solution.”

Landlords and industry
groups are skeptical, if not op-
posed to the notion of a rent con-
trol requirement. Landlords cite
issues including rising property
taxes and higher insurance rates
as driving the need for rents to be
flexible.

The Minnesota Multi Hous-
ing Association contend that
rent control could worsen the
city’s affordable housing short-
age. “Should the rent control or-
dinance be on the ballot we are
confident that the voters of St.
Paul will reject this extreme mea-
sure. The proposal will only dis-
courage investment in St. Paul,
especially in housing, and make
rental housing less accessible for
new residents.”

Citizens comment on future of Hamline
Midway Library during CIB hearing

By JANE McCLURE

St. Paul could spent $14.168
million in 2022-2023 on capi-
tal improvement projects if the
city’s proposed Long-Range Cap-
ital Improvement Budget (CIB)
wins mayoral and city council
approval. Recommendations on
$8 million in federally-funded
programs are also on the table.
The CIB Committee June 21 ap-
proved its recommendations and
sent them on to the mayor and
council, one week after a public
hearing.

This year’s hearing was dom-
inated by written and oral com-
ments about the Hamline Mid-
way Branch Library, and whether
or not it should be renovated and
expanded, or torn down. In re-
cent weeks residents have called
for study of a third option, that
of co-locating a new library with
a new or renovated Hancock Rec-
reation Center. Several comments
were also made, citing the lack of
public involvement in the pro-
cess and predetermined decisions
made by library administration.

A petition calling for library
administration to reconsider its
approach, do more to seek input,
and take care of the building in-
stead of neglecting it drew more
than 700 signatures. That group
wants to save the building.

Others called for some-
thing new or extensive renova-
tions. “I love our neighborhood
Hamline Midway Library but we
need a new or an extensively re-
furbished building. We need it
because of mold, rainwater com-
ing in during storms, an old roof
needing repair or replacement,

inadequate ventilation, ineffi-
cient layout for staffing our won-
derful library auditorium, and
to improve our questionably
having handicapped accessibili-
ty. While I love the charm of the
wood framed and shelved library
main room with its fireplace, it
is inefficient for the many func-
tions and clients the library now
serves,” said Hamline Midway
resident Brian Berg

Much criticism was leveled
at the public input process. “The
fact that we are discussing the
monumental decision of what
to do with the Hamline Midway
Library with nearly non-existent
outreach from St. Paul Public Li-
brary prior to SPPL putting forth
a CIB proposal is a travesty,” said
Hamline-Midway resident Jona-
than Oppenheimer.

Virtual hearing

For the second year in a row,
the capital budget process was
virtual. CIB Committee Chair-
man Darren Tobolt said the com-
mittee looks forward to in-per-
son meetings and hearings again.
He also said it's important to see
more district council recommen-
dations and community engage-
ment next time around, although
he admitted that has been chal-
lenging during the COVID-19
pandemic.

“That community engage-
ment piece is really important,”
he said. “We as a committee
don’t want to feel like we're just
saying, here’s the money, do
something.”

The CIB process has changed
in recent years and Tobolt said

Complaints leveled
at the public input
process

that also has been an adjustment.
The process for decades was a re-
view and ranking of sometimes
more than 100 projects of all
sizes one year, with the second
year focused on ongoing work.
Three citizen task forces reviewed
applications and made recom-
mendations to the CIB Commit-
tee.

Now city departments bring
in their projects one year, and
community groups bring their
projects in the next year. That is
seen as allowing larger city-gen-
erated projects to move ahead
while not shutting out smaller
neighborhood projects.

2021 marked the second
time around for city department
projects, which are reviewed and
recommended by a city staff-CIB
Committee member group. The
group looks at city departments’
five-year capital plans.

Fifteen annual programs are
recommended for funding, total-
ing $3.916 million each for 2022
and 2023. The largest request
moving forward is for citywide
capital maintenance, at $1.5 mil-
lion per year. Another $1 million
is set aside for next year’s com-
munity proposal process.

Other annual programs
moving ahead include $600,000
for citywide tree replacement,
$472,00 to rehabilitate deterio-
rated sports courts and $450,000
for bicycle, pedestrian and traffic

The Hamline Midway Library project continues to move forward, with approval
from the Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) Committee following a June 21
public hearing. Exactly what the project will be hasn't been determined. Some
call for reonovating the existing building, others want to tear it down, and others
call for co-locating a new library with a new or renovated Hancock Recreation
Center. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

safety improvements. Each allo-
cation covers 2022-2023.

Recommendations

Hamline Midway Branch
Library, North End Communi-
ty Center, Safe Routes to School
for Bruce Vento Elementary and
parks deferred maintenance work
are recommended by the work-
ing group. The chosen four total
$14.168 million over 2022 and
2023. No police or fire projects
were recommended. That raised
questions for Tobolt, who noted
that an East Side fire station that
had funding and then lost it last
year to cover pandemic-related
expenses wasn't highly ranked for
this round. Downtown’s Pedro
park, which also had its funding
taken away, also didn’t make the
cut for 2022-2023.

For 2022-2023, $7.084 mil-
lion will be spent each year. of
the projects, North End Commu-
nity Center is the largest, at $8
million.

The committee also recom-

mended approval of $8 million
in federal Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG)
funding. Much of that covers city
programs although some fund-
ing will be used to replace play-
grounds in low-income neigh-
borhoods. the largest CDBG rec-
ommendation is for $1.6 million
for a citywide home improve-
ment program. Community de-
velopment corporations can also
request CDBG funding for pro-
grams.

No other area projects made
the cut for 2022-2023. Those in-
clude Merriam Park skatepark
and playground improvements,
a sound wall for Interstate 94 be-
tween Prior and Fairview avenues
in Merriam Park, a new sidewalk
along Larpenteur Avenue, and a
new Central District Police head-
quarters.

Mayor Melvin Carter in turn
will present his capital spending
plans during his budget address
in August. The city council will
act at year’s end on the plans.
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JROTC Academic Team heaqu to champlonshlps

The JROTC Academic Team
composed of Jesiah Mason,
Sophia Moore, Kimberly San-
chez-Mendez, and team captain
Alex Le is heading to Washing-
ton, D.C. to compete in the
JROTC Leadership & Academic
Bowl (JLAB) Championship.

The JLAB championship
event, conducted by the College
Options Foundation, will be held
on the campus of The Catholic
University of America from July
23-27.

Como’s team earned top
scores out of the 91 Marine
Corps JROTC academic teams
that competed from around the
world in the first two rounds of
competition. They are one of
only eight teams that won an
all-expense paid trip to our na-
tion'’s capital for the finals.

The cadets are tested on
their knowledge of core curricu-
lum such as math, science, and
language arts, as well as current
events, citizenship, and leader-
ship skills. JLAB promotes the
values of education, service, and
college opportunity while allow-
ing students to demonstrate lead-
ership and academic abilities.

The College Options Foun-

Como
Park
Senior
High
School
By ERIC

ERICKSON
Social studies teacher

dation is a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to enriching the
academic development of high
school students and assisting
them in the preparation for high-
er education.

Her heritage

Como student Taylor Fair-
banks produced an exceptionally
well-researched History Day proj-
ect involving her heritage. What
she started in St. Paul ended up
being showcased by the Smithso-
nian National Museum of Ameri-
can History.

Taylor’s exhibit involved the
White Earth Land Settlement
Agreement in 1985. It advanced
through school, regional, and

Sophia Moore, Alex Le, Jesiah Mason, and Kimberly Sanchez-Mendez (left

to righ) qualified for the JROTC Leadership & Academic Bowl Champion-

ship in Washington D.C.

state competitions to reach Na-
tional History Day. From that
elite group of national qualifiers,
Taylor’s project was selected to be
Minnesota’s representative in the
Smithsonian Learning Lab, a vir-
tual showcase of 51 premier ex-
hibits reflecting this year’s theme,
Communication in History: The
Key to Understanding.

In a press release, Smithso-

nian American History Museum
Director Anthea M. Hartig said,
“We are excited and grateful to
recognize the impressive work of
these young scholars, and share
it across our national network.
Their work helps tell the compli-
cated, difficult, and beautiful sto-
ries of the United States.”

Student-teacher team

Como student Sam Skin-
ner began his summer by con-
ducting historical research along
with his mentor from middle
school, Murray social studies
teacher Courtney Major. They
were one of 16 student-teacher
teams throughout the U.S. who
were chosen to participate in the
second annual Sacrifice for Free-
dom: World War II in the Pacif-
ic Student & Teacher Institute in
Hawaii.

The research began with
Sam'’s project on a WWII veteran
who served in the Pacific from
Murray High School’s class of
1941. Signalman Third Class Ar-
thur Barnard Engebretson was
one of the Silent Heroes who are
the focus of the institute’s histori-
cal inquiry and analysis.

Art on display

The work of several talented
Como Art students is on display
at the Minnesota Museum of
American Art, downtown on the
4th Street Window Gallery until
July 17. Featured artists include
Paola Guerrero Abrego, Cereni-
ty Khang, Audrey Power-Theisen,
Kashia Vang, Abdulahi Maalim,
Isadora McGinley-Myers, David
Verela Ribero, and Hsay Nay
Htoo Wah.

{ Monitor in a Minute }

By JANE McCLURE

Reparations committee formed

The St. Paul City Council
June 16 appointed its Reparations
Legislative Advisory Committee.

In January, the city Council
issued an apology for its role in
institutional racism and com-
mitted to racial healing through
the exploration of reparations for
American descendants of chat-
tel slavery living in the city. The
council cited several historic in-
justices when passing the resolu-
tion, and also called for the estab-
lishment of a committee to study
reparations.

The appointments were an-
nounced to coincide with June-
teenth, a holiday celebrated on
June 19 to commemorate the
emancipation of enslaved people
in the United States. The holiday
was first celebrated in Texas in
1865.

More than 60 people ap-
plied to be on the committee,
said Ward Seven Council Member
Jane Prince. The group will dis-
cuss what kinds of reparations can
be made. One goal is to push for
reparations funding at the state
and federal level. But Prince and
other council members have said

they're looking at various ways to
provide reparations.

The committee will study is-
sues and prepare a report, which
will focus on but not be limited
to strategies to grow equity and
generational wealth, close the
gaps in home ownership, health
care, education, employment and
pay, and look at fairness within
criminal justice among the Ameri-
can descendants of chattel slavery.

Trahern Crews, a St. Paul resi-
dent who has led calls for the rep-
arations study, thanked the coun-
cil. “This is not charity,” he said.
“This is justice. This is economic
justice.”

Committee conveners are
Crews, Veronica Burt and Yohuru
Williams. Committee members
are Theresa Cunningham, Lynette
Harris, Amber Jones, Benjamin
Mchie, Nick Muhammad, Jessi-
ca Nickrand, Jose Perez, Khulia
Pringle, Vic Rosenthal and Jerry
Thomas.

The council also set a $50 per
meeting stipend for those on the
committee. It can meet for up to
one year, which is how long city
legislative advisory committee are
set. Its report to the City Council
is due by June 15, 2022.

Help on the way for EAB

St. Paul’s crisis situation with
the destructive emerald ash borer
has reached a turning point. The
city council June 9 unveiled an
agreement with the St. Paul Port
Authority. It will issue $18 mil-
lion in bonds to help the city’s
forestry division and create a jobs
program.

Approval will launch activ-
ities including equipment pur-
chases as well as hiring, so that
the stepped-up tree work can
start in 2022. The agreement will
allow St. Paul forestry staff to
remove, stump and replant the
city’s remaining boulevard ash
trees by the end of 2026. That's
an improvement from a worst
case scenario end date of 2034
or later.

The bond proceeds will also
allow for forestry workers to
catch up on a massive backlog
of stumping, tree replanting and
tree trimming needs unrelated to
the spread of emerald ash borer.
Tree trimming, which had been
on a 15-year cycle, has been rel-
egated to complaint or emergen-
¢y status. The funds allow for the
planting of an additional 2,000
trees per year.

The city will have to replace
13,000 boulevard ash trees.

Creation of a forestry jobs
program is another outcome of
the bond issue and city-Port Au-
thority partnership. At past meet-
ings, Port and city officials have
said the funds will create a gate-
way for young people to get into
forestry careers.

“This is a really big day,” said
Parks and Recreation Director
Mike Hahm. “We certainly could
not do this without the partner-
ship of the St. Paul Port Author-
ity and the Office of Financial
Services.” Bonds will be repaid
through the Port Authority levy.

“It's (emerald ash borer)
been taking over forestry’s lives,”
he said.

St. Paul’s situation with em-
erald ash borer is considered crit-
ical. The green iridescent beetles,
which are native to Asia, have
spread throughout the United
States. The nation’s first infesta-
tion was found in Michigan in
2002.

Minnesota’s first infesta-
tion was found in 2009 in St.
Paul’s South St. Anthony Park
neighborhood, although it’s be-
lieve the pests were here as soon
as 2004. The insects are now
in every neighborhood of the
city, and in cities and counties
throughout the state.

Each paper copy

of the Monitor is read
by 2+ people?

Folks pass it along.
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THE LEARNING GARDEN

Nurturing Young Minds

High-quality care and education
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years

« Open 6 am to 6 pm year-round
« Diapers and wipes provided for
infants and toddlers
« All meals included in tuition and
there are no activity, field trip or
curriculum fees
« Saint Paul Public Schools Early
Childhood Partner
« Parent Aware star rated
« Highly trained teachers

www.thelearninggarden.us

COMO LOCATION
Infants, Toddlers, Preschool
670 W. Wheelock Pkwy.
(651) 489-8186
HAMLINE LOCATION
Toddlers, Preschool, School Age

1514 Englewood Ave.
(651) 645-1225

No enrollment fee if you
mention this ad. Save $100.

&2 BUY LOCAL

Support your neighbors, live a more sustainable life,
and build community. Tell them you saw it here.

(¥ VACUUM

o Sales, Service & Supplies
¢ Free Estimates

¢ Bags, Belts & Filters

¢ Trade-Ins Welcomed

¢ Dyson, Miele & Riccar etc.
2575 Fairview Ave. N. | Roseville, MN

651-222-6316
9-5 Mon & Fri | 9-6 Tues-Wed-Thurs | 10-2 Sat

www.A-1Vacuum.com

@aosam

v (N ASTICK

1564 Lafond Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
b51-645-6600
l.v Wwiw.mosaiconastick.com
L
An artist-owned
mosaic supply shop,

community classroom
& artist studio

ONNE
NETWORK
BUIL
SUPPOR
Al
091.646.20306
=MAI
hfo@midwaychambel

MIDWAY

CHAMBER ¢ COMMERCE

NOW HIRING

LOOKING FOR A JOB?

¥ Check out the

Ramsey County Job Connect Board!

https://www.ramseycountymeansbusiness.com/

workforce/jobconnect
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Artist to exhibit at Hallberg Center

St. Paul artist Suyao Tian will
have a solo exhibit on July 22 at
the Hallberg Center for Arts (5521
East Viking Blvd., Wyoming). The
opening reception from 4-8 pm.
The title of the show is “Internal
Nomad.” Tian has a double BFA
degree in fine art and music edu-
cation, and MFA in design from
Minneapolis College of Art and
Design. Painting is her own lan-
guage to connect to the world,
and her way to find and connect
the similarities in our soul that we
all share.

She creates a unique style of
watercolor painting, mainly using
watercolor medium while also
using mixed media with differ-
ent pen marks to define the de-
tails of each painting to give the
audience layers and depth of the
painting. Her creative process is
to extract the fragments of mem-
ory and separate, reorganize and
integrate them. This process is
her communication with them,
and a process of self-release and
expression. These peculiar imag-
es often appear in her memory,
dreams and subconscious imag-
inations, so she uses abstraction
to catch a moment, feeling, and
unclear form when they appear in
her mind.

“I create a peaceful and safe
space that invites all people’s

IN THE COMMUNITY

Briefs

mind to wander and explore but
is not an overtly symbolic object
to suggest the direction,” said
Suyao Tian.

Como Zoo welcomes haby Kudu

Como Zoo has welcomed a
female lesser kudu calf, born over-
night on Wednesday, June 30,
2021. The birth is the result of a
recommendation from the Lesser
Kudu Species Survival Plan (SSP),
coordinated by the Association of
Zoos and Aquariums (AZA). SSPs
provide breeding recommenda-
tions to maximize genetic diver-
sity, with the goal of ensuring
the long-term survival of the AZA
population and the health of in-
dividual animals. Como Zoo is an
accredited institution of the AZA.

The calf was born to five-
year-old Fjorda and sired by sev-
en-year-old Bond. She is the third
offspring for Fjorda.

D10 Como Park seeking candi-
dates for special election in July

The District 10 Board is hold-
ing a special election at the July
20 board meeting. They are seek-
ing candidates to fill vacant seats
of Vice-Chair and Sub-District 1
(West of Hamline and north of
the BNSF Tracks). For information
on becoming a candidate and vot-
ing in the special election, visit
the D10 website: http://district-
10comopark.org/.

Sara Hollie named Director of
Public Health

Sara Hollie has been appoint-
ed Director of Saint Paul - Ram-
sey County Public Health. She has
served as Racial and Health Eg-
uity Administrator for the coun-
ty’s Health and Wellness Service
Team since April 2019. Hollie's
17-year career in state and local
government, and at the commu-
nity health services level as a pub-
lic health practitioner and com-
munity advocate, spans work in
maternal and child health, health

“Summer
Spark

Summer reading and learning for ages 0-18

policy, chronic and infectious dis-
ease prevention, health promo-
tion, health equity, community,
and family health. She begins
work as Public Health Director on
July 26, 2021.

Road work this summer

Road projects have been
starting up for the season across
Ramsey County. In February, the
Ramsey County Board of Com-
missioners approved nearly $30
million in road construction and
maintenance projects for the 2021
season. Public Works will resur-
face about six miles of county
roads in 2021; most resurfacing
projects will begin later this sum-
mer.

The city of Roseville is replac-
ing the water main on Cleveland
Avenue between County Road C2
and County Road D.

Xcel Energy is continuing
its Northeast Metro Natural Gas
Project this summer. Construc-
tion began in May, and this year’s
work is focused on County Road
B between Lexington Avenue and
Rice Street in Maplewood, Little
Canada and Roseville. There will
be lane closures and shifts on
County Road B throughout con-
struction.

Dale Street reconstruction
resumed June 14. This year’s
work will focus on the third and
final phase of the project - re-
constructing Dale Street between
Iglehart and Concordia avenues.
Beginning Monday, Dale Street
will be closed between Iglehart
and Concordia avenues. A signed
detour will be in place using Lex-
ington Parkway and University
and Selby avenues. The project is
expected to be fully complete by
August 2021.

On June 7, a sinkhole due
to a failing culvert developed on
Larpenteur Avenue in Saint Paul
and Maplewood near the railroad
crossing east of Rice Street. Re-
pairs involve two water mains.

\
SAINT PAUL
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Stop in at any Saint Paul Public Library location to choose a free
book to keep. Complete activities or hours reading and earn prizes

from the library!

Discover programs and events for all ages.

Log into the Beanstack app to track reading and leave reviews online!

SPPL.ORG/SUMMER

Summer Spark is sponsored by: gﬂﬂz&"ﬂqg

J¥IMELSA

Twin Cities Metro Public Ubrares

All 13 library locations are open with
expanded hours and in-person services.

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

Frogtown Radio moves

WENU 94.1 Frogtown Radio moved into a bigger and more professional
space in June in the Best Western Hotel next to the old Sears (161 St.
Anthony Ave. Ste. 1002). The antennae remains in the same location so
the coverage is the same. Above co-founders Philip Gracia and Katharine
DeCelle do their show Funk2UrEars. “We're so excited,” said DeCelle.
“The space at the church was great, but we outgrew it and we wanted
something more professional where we could also hold meetings and
have potential finders visit.” Gracia added, “The studio is busier than
ever. New content is being created daily.” (Photo submitted)

Plan [t

Grooving in Garden returns

Como Park Zoo & Conserva-
tory’s free concert series, “Groov-
in’ In The Garden,” returns featur-
ing some of the Twin Cities’ finest
musicians, rain or shine. Pack a
picnic and dancing shoes, spread
out a blanket for free outdoor
concerts and activities in front of
the Marjorie McNeely Conserva-
tory every Wednesday, July 7 -
July 28 from 6-8 p.m. Food, ice
cream treats, beer and wine will
be available to purchase.

Free lunch at the YMCA

The Midway YMCA is offer-
ing free lunches on Wednesdays
from 12:30-2:30 p.m. for anyone
under 18.

‘WE OUT: The Air We Breath’

AOT continues their WE OUT
series with the latest installment
premiering July 22 addressing the
environmental justice movement.
The program begins by immersing
the viewer in the expansive music
and words of prolific composer
Jerod Impichchaachaaha’ Tate
and three-time U.S. poet laureate
Joy Harjo’s 25-minute chamber
piece Found Again. The piece is
performed by local artists Victo-
ria Vargas, Alex Nishibun, Corissa
Bussian, Mark Billy, Rie Tanaka,
and conducted by Kristina Boerg-
er. This performance will be the
first full professional recording
of the piece since its composi-
tion in 2015. The event contin-
ues through Aug. 2, 7:30 p.m.
at www.anoperatheatre.org and
AOT’s Facebook page.

Interact opens gallery

Interact Center for Visual
and Performing Arts is pleased
to present “BOOTY BODY,” the
inaugural exhibition at Interact
Gallery’'s new space at 755 Prior
Avenue North in Saint Paul.
Named by artist Bonnie Thorne,
“BOOTY BODY” is about pat-
terns, the body, and the power
of repeated marks and gestures
over time. Twenty visual artists
with disabilities will present work
across fibers, bookmaking, draw-
ing, painting, and ceramics. The
exhibit is open July 12 to Aug. 18,
2021 by appointment Monday to
Wednesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Artists in the exhibition in-
clude Garret Anderson, Katie

Bretzman, Katie Brinkman, Bill
Crane, Vance Diamond, Janice
Essick, Devra Goldstein, Peder
Hagen, Kramer Hegenbarth,
HML, Andie Kiley, Krystal Lewis,
Lucy Picasso, Philip Price, Dan
Schlag, Andrew Seymour, Briana
Shelstad, Victor Van, Loni Joy
Watts, and BDG Wolfe.

Emergence Festival at St.
Paul’s Como Lake July 24

Emerging from the COVID
cocoons, what kind of world can
be imagined? A world where ra-
cial and economic justice prevail,
ecosystems are healed, and where
systems and people have the re-
silience to face future challenges?
This is a moment of opportunity!

Representatives from Hallie
Q. Brown Community Center,
The Bell Museum, Afya Sanaa,
BrightSide Produce, Transition
Twin Cities, Ramsey County
Emergency Management, Victo-
ria Theater Arts Center, and more
will share how they are helping
transform the future. The Emer-
gence Festival at Como Lake on
Saturday, July 24 from 2-6 p.m. is
designed for visitors and organi-
zations to connect for social jus-
tice, earth care, resilience, and joy.

Parking may be limited, so
it is recommended to ride share,
bike, or ride the bus, if possible.
Volunteers to help with logistics
at the site or other tasks should
contact Communications@transi-
tionASAP.org. For more informa-
tion www.TransitionASAP.org

Rain date is July 31.

Night Out at Jehovah Lutheran

Jehovah Lutheran Church
invites neighbors to its Nation-
al Night Out celebration, with
music, games, food and give-
aways, in the church parking lot
from 5-7 p.m Tuesday, Aug. 3.
The church, at 1566 Thomas in
St. Paul, will give away good-con-
dition clothing and small house-
hold items. Anyone wishing to
donate such items for giveaway
can contact the church at jelcof-
fice@gmail.com or 651-644-1421.

Raffle prize giveaways
throughout the event include
packaged food and other items.
Spirit Freed, the church praise
band, will perform and church
volunteers will host kids’ games.
It's all free.
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Job
Maltters

OFFICE SPACE

Quiet, professional office space
with free attached parking.
Single offices up to 10,000 sq.
ft. Building information available
at hamlinepp.com. Contact Eric
with The Terrace Group at 651-
621-2550.

Monitor Want Ads are $1
per word with a $10 min-
imum. Send your remit-
tance along with your ad to
Monitor Classifieds, 5139 34th
Ave. S. #17097, Minneapolis,
MN 55417; e-mail denis@
MonitorSaintPaul.com; or call
651-917-4183.

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS,
NEW OR REPAlR.

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements any size

1 BRICK, BLOCK &
I STUCCO REPAIR

g Over 25 years experience
Call Mark Larson

651-642-5090
[ [ R sccreniren

bl BUSINESS
BBB |

Get their attention.
Add a little bit of

COL

to your ad.

BEE

Total Lawn Maintenance

Large or Small
Landscaping Projects

Office: 651-207-5396
Cell: 612-328-6893
Since 1984 / Major Credit Cards Accepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LANDSCAPING

Stay updated
hetween the issues.

FOLLOW US
on Facebhook
& Instagram

Home Malters

We know.

We're YOUR
Watchdog

Nearly 3 out of 4 Americans say it's very or
extremely important for the press to hold
“political leaders accountable.”

You can count on community newspapers. It's our job.

Source: December 2019 American Press Institute survey conducted in
collaboration with the NORC at the University of Chicago.

L] M Project

Print, Digital & Social Solutions for our advertise

NEWSPAPER POWER.

ATTORNEY

MISCELLANEQUS

Creative Solutions with a
Personal Touch. Legal Services in
the areas of: Small Business, Wills
and Trusts, Probate, Real Estate,
and Family. Kirsten Libby, 855
Rice Street, Suite 100, St. Paul,
MN, 651-487-1208. www.libby-
lawoffice.com. B-20

peoplesparty.org

PAINTING
Painting, wallpaper patch.
Interior, exterior. Small jobs

wanted. Jim. 612-202-5514.

ROOFING

AUTO STORAGE

Secured auto and boat storage
near Snelling and University.
Short term or long term. Heated
and unheated available. 570
Asbury Street. 651-641-0166.
hamlineparkstorage.com.

CRISIS HOTLINE

Call the Minnesota Day One
Crisis Hotline at 1-866-223-1111
if you or someone you know
is seeking shelter due to a dan-
gerous relationship or needs to
create a safety plan. B-20

LAWN CARE

Lawn mowing, yard clean-up,
gardening/planting, etc. Call
Larry 651-635-9228.

. L] L]
Merriam Park Pulnllng
* Exterior & Interior

Painting - Enameling
* Ceiling Texturing |
* Wallpapering "'-\
* Free Estimates

Call Ed 651-224-3660

STUMP
GRINDING

612-724-6045

30 years experience hail and
wind damage specialist. Replace
or repair. Free estimate. Licensed/
insured. 612-724-3934

WINDOW WASHING

Window washing, inside and out.
“You will see the difference.” Call
Larry. 651-635-9228.

YARD SERVICE

Lawn Service, Spring Cleanup,
Dethatching, Gutter Cleaning,
Tree, Bush Work. 651-688-9977.

LIVE HERE.
WORK HERE.

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE
YOUR EMPLOYMENT AD.

651-917-4183
DENIS@MONITORSAINTPAUL.COM

We accept w
612-724-6045
Tree trimming * Tree removal
Stump grinding * Chipping
www.atreeservices.com

libr'&i’r§ éven/more
distinctive!

Wee Weather
Vanes fit all
littleTlibrary ==
roofs. .
Attach in
minutes for
years of
enjoyment.

Order: Www.wee

ervan

Many design selections,
or have'a custom vane
built 16" your preference.

com

Contact:.weeweathervanes@gmail.com

ira Daybreak

Locally Handmade Gifts

Adorable and Artsy Crafts
efsy.com/shop/
AuroraDaybreak

¥y GI’OphIC Art Merch

&8 Cdbubble. com/people/
AuroraDaybreak

GET A CLASSIFIED.

WUES -TI@NS

AB%Q U:T ART?

£ 4"

f

. call

5‘0 (420
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?? Want ads must be received by the Monitor by Monday, Aug. 2 for the Aug. 12 issue. Call 651-917-4183 or email Denis@MonitorSaintPaul.com
for more information. Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Monitor’s website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com



20 - July 2021

Monday, July 26, Noon-3pm:
« Pulled pork sliders from West Indies Soul
Friday, July 30, 1-4pm:

« Ice cream from the Big Bell ice cream truck
* While supplies last

'8 GIVEAWAYS: Gift certificates from Pho Pasteur, Black
Jim"l Sea, Ginkgo’s Coffeehouse & Fusion Hair Salon and more!

Ay

YOUR HEALTH IS OUR PRIORITY!

Still servicing all your pharmacy needs:
- Prescription compounding
- Blister pack
- Delivery & mail out
-Vaccinations

Independently owned and operated in the
Hamline Midway neighborhood since 1918.

LIVE, LOVE, LLOYD'S

® Hours @ Web

Monday-Friday WWW.llOYdsrX.Com
8am - 8pm

: Saturday © Phone
8:30am - 6pm 651-645-8636

Sunday
9am - 1pm

Fﬁamc 1

=] =
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*HARMACY

www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

GRAND REOPWM}G

Loyd's
l:n;

Fanmae
COMING SUMMER 2021

Thank you
for your

support

, this past year.




