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It’s been a long and hard fought journey
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It was a political and intentional decision 

1953

1974

1965

In the 1930s until 1956 Rondo was a growing 
middle-class community designated as a slum



Residual transactional impacts



Residual social economic environmental impacts



“Root Shock” at the individual and community level

• Disperses people in all directions of the compass. 

• Profound emotional upheaval that destroys the working model 
of the world that had existed in the individual's head. 

• Repaired geography is not enough to repair injuries to the 
complex community system. 

• Undermined trust and increases anxiety destabilizes 
relationships

• Destroys social, emotional and financial resources

•  Increases the risk for every kind of stress related disease from 
depression to heart attack. 

“…the traumatic stress reaction to the destruction of all or part of one's 

emotional ecosystem.” 26 (p11)





STRATEGIC 

PARTNER





Our Vision is to become an admired 

national model for equitable development 

success, known for leading a restorative 

movement in Minnesota

Our Mission is to lead the effort to 

revitalize the Rondo community with a 

land bridge that reconnects Rondo and 

reignites a vibrant African American 

cultural enterprise district in Saint Paul

Our Plan: Connect Minnesota leaders, 

equity organizations and the Rondo 

community to ensure a better, brighter 

and more equitable future 

A RESTORATIVE 

MOVEMENT



Key Strategic Goals



On behalf of the community

ReConnect Rondo has set conditions 

for the community to lead, leverage, 

and accessing state and federal 

transportation investments and other 

critical resources to: 

• create new land to reignite a vibrant 

African American cultural enterprise 

district

• preserve and share Rondo history

• protect residents and businesses in 

the neighborhood

• actualize community and regional 

prosperity

• establish better health and wellness 

outcomes and improve quality of life

• organize and implement a response 

to climate change challenges





RONDO ROUNDTABLE

• Model Cities

• Rondo Community Land Trust

• SoulTouch Productions

• Taste of Rondo Bar & Grill

• High School for Recording Arts

• Penumbra Theatre

• Urban League Twin Cities

• Aurora St. Anthony NDC

• Hallie Q. Brown Community Center

• ReConnect Rondo

• Rondo Center of Diverse Expression

• St. Paul NAACP – Roy Wilkins Branch

• Walker West Music Academy

• Golden Thymes Coffee

• Central Village Block Club



April 26, 2023

National Forum of Black Public Administrators Learning Journey

A COMMUNITY-LED 

PROJECT



BUILDING

THE CASE





Where community members, practitioners, and policy leaders from across the U.S. gather, 

share and build best practice for overcoming the negative and residual effects of the Federal 

Highway Act of 1956.

TECHINCAL 

COMPETENCE & 

CAPABILITY



Restorative 
Development 
Neighborhood Area 
Plan





RESTORATIVE 

NEIGHBORHOOD AREA

PLAN

Neighborhood development 

concept that emphasizes 

community ownership, history 

and cultural strengths, 21st 

Century innovations and the 

assets of historic Rondo and 

surrounding area.

Neighborhood Study Area and Key Elements 



COMPREHENSIVE 

APPROACH



Community Investment 
& Anti-Displacement



ANTI-DISPLACEMENT &

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT 

Establish a Right to 

Remain and Return for 

people who were 

displaced by the 

construction of 

I-94, and their 

descendants.

Establish a Rondo

Community 

Investment Trust to 

enable the Rondo 

community to benefit 

from future 

development on and off 

the land bridge.

Establish a Rondo

Community 

Reinvestment Fund to 

use revenues from the

land bridge to support 

community assets.

Develop an Anti-

Displacement Toolkit 

to keep

residents and 

businesses in the

neighborhood.



Reinvesting Economic Benefits in Community



ANTI-DISPLACEMENT &

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT 

Proposed Governance 
Structure

Community as 
Developer



Restorative Vision for  
Rondo



RONDO DISTRICT 

PERFORMANCE

Residual Impacts in Rondo 



RESTORATIVE 

DEVELOPMENT

Industrial Symbiosis & Circular 

Economy 

Restorative path toward equity



Key elements of restorative design

• Digital Access

• Regenerative Urbanism and 

Mobility

• Circular Economic / 

Integrated Utility Mgmt.

• Business Ecosystem

• Education and Training 

Program

Equity is building a resilient and sustainable community ecosystem that is responsive to environmental, social 

and economic inequities and that safeguard health and wellbeing to improve overall quality of life.



What does it mean to restore community?

“Restorative development” is a system-

based approach to development that is 

inclusive and where environmental, social and 

economic performance and benefits are 

interconnected and interactive.”



TECHNOLOGY

 FEASIBLITY STUDY

 

Current Condition (Orange)

Fiber Broadband of at least 1G/1G

Current Condition (Yellow)

Fiber Broadband of at least 25M/3M

Land Bridge

Land Bridge

• Data center or Connection Center to 

provide connectivity

• Solutions for water resource management, 

energy, healthcare access, transportation 

mobility, and more

• Opportunities for advanced educational 

programs, support commercial activity, and 

promote civic engagement



Feasibility &  
Investment



LAND BRIDGE 

FEASIBILITY STUDY

Bridge and Infrastructure Design, Engineering & Construction $313M

Buildings, Utilities and Parks & Open Space $167M

Pre-planning $13-15M

Feasibility Study

• 21 acres w/park and open space

• 576 housing units

• 140,000 Sq. Ft. market place/institution/non-profit

• 1800+ jobs

• $3M+ annual city revenue



Rethinking I-94 Alternatives Position Paper 

• No recommendation to eliminate alternatives. All 

but one seem to align with and support a district 

and land bridge. 

• At Grade A/B and Expansion A/B Alternatives 

present questions and concerns.

• Not enough information about “At Grade” 

Alternatives available:

• No feasibility analysis reflecting benefits, 

cost and impacts

• No traffic analysis or modeling of daily 

vehicle movement and redirection

• Lack of clarity or a study indicating how 

those who lost are direct beneficiaries

• Mobility and safety concerns crossing at 

grade options. 



Building A National Community of Practice

September 11-13, 2024

InterContinental Riverfront Hotel – St. Paul, Minnesota
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