
Prairie High School wrestlers 
named state champs

Ridgefield School District will 
rerun bond measure in April
THE REFLECTOR

The Ridgefield School Dis-
trict will once again try to get 
approval for a roughly $62.6 mil-
lion construction bond, which 
would fund the construction of 
a new elementary school and ex-
pand the district’s high school.

The school board said “pain-
ful adjustments” will be neces-
sary if the district can’t address 
overcrowding with the new 
buildings.

During its Feb. 22 meeting, 
the Ridgefield School Board vot-
ed to place the bond on the ballot 
in the April 26 special election. 
The district ran a similar bond 
for the same amount during the 
February special election. The 
measure received about 57.5% of 
votes in favor, which was shy of 
the 60% supermajority needed to 
pass bonds.

In a letter from the district, the 
board explained April is the lat-
est the district can run the bond 
for a new elementary school and 
an expansion at the high school if 

they want the buildings ready for 
the 2023-2024 school year.

The reasoning behind the 
measure was the same as previ-
ous attempts. The district not-
ed its rapid growth remains the 
chief reason RSD is seeking a 
bond. The board noted the dis-
trict’s enrollment is over 3,800 
students, according to the Office 
of the Superintendent for Pub-
lic Instruction. That number is 

about 36% higher than enroll-
ment in 2017 when the district 
successfully passed a roughly 
$78 million bond. That bond was 
used for the intermediate-grade 
campus and an earlier expansion 
at the high school.

Since that time, the district 
has run four bond measures un-
successfully, coming as close as 
only 62 votes shy in February of 
2020.

The letter stated the two cur-
rent elementary schools have 
a total capacity of about 1,200 
people, or about 200 fewer stu-
dents than what they currently 
serve. The board anticipates the 
district will “conservatively” see 
600 students join by the 2023-
2024 school year. 

Rep. Kraft 
talks 
governor’s 
emergency 
powers, 
‘election 
integrity’ in 
town hall
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Washington State Rep. Vicki 
Kraft said she’s continuing her 
push to investigate the state’s 
elections and to rein in Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s emergency powers.

During a virtual town hall on 
Feb. 24, the Vancouver Repub-
lican provided an update on the 
current legislative session, which 
is now three-
fourths of the 
way through. 
Chief among 
her concerns 
are the gov-
ernor’s emer-
gency powers, 
which saw 
significant use 
by Inslee during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Kraft said she sponsored legis-
lation last year that would restrict 
emergency powers to 14 days with 
a required two-thirds vote from 
the Legislature to extend them. 
This year, she also co-sponsored 
a bill which would limit a state of 
emergency to 60 days without an 
extension from the Legislature. 
Both bills did not move on.

One bill about emergency 
powers is still moving through 
the session. The bill would allow 
the leaders from both legislative 
chambers and parties to termi-
nate a state of emergency after 
90 days if the Legislature is not 
in session. 

Rep. Vicki Kraft

FILE PHOTO

This rendition of the front of the planned elementary school in the Ridgefield School District shows the 
building the district hopes to construct if voters approve a $62.6 million construction bond.

COURTESY PHOTO

Prairie High School 
freshman Faith 

Tarrant celebrates 
her victory after she 

placed first at the Mat 
Classic in Tacoma. 

Tarrant is the first girl 
wrestler from Prairie 
High School to win a 
state championship 
in wrestling. Prairie 
High School senior 

Alex Ford also won the 
state championship 

in the boys 3A 
160-pound division, as 

a handful of other local 
wrestlers placed at the 
tournament. See more 

on A10. 

Plans revealed for  
Hockinson disc golf course  
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Baileymay’s Boutique items are on display at Finishing Touch in Battle Ground.

COURTESY PHOTO

A group of women 
wear Baileymay’s      

wool rancher hats.
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Battle Ground entrepreneur sells boutique items 

SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

Stefanie Draper, an entre-
preneur in Battle Ground, owns 
Baileymay’s Boutique, which has 
operated online since July 2021. 
She started selling her items in a 
section of Finishing Touch in the 
city in December of last year.

Draper felt compelled to open 
Baileymay’s to fulfill a need 
for female consumers in Battle 
Ground.

“Baileymay’s is a boutique 
store for women’s clothing,” said 
Draper. “I decided to start it be-
cause I just felt like there was 
something missing in Battle 
Ground for women’s fashion. It’s 
always been a passion of mine to 
have a boutique store that is for 
anybody.”

She said her products are tar-
geted toward all women, “not just 
targeted toward western fashion 
or high-end fashion, but some-
thing for everybody.” Her prod-
ucts include hats, cardigans, can-
dles and ponchos.

The name of the business 

comes from her dog, Baileymay, 
who is a 13-year-old corgi. She 
also has a corgi named Teddy, 
who is 12, and Hondo, who is a 
6-year-old English bulldog.

“I grew up on a farm and I love 
animals, so it started off as some-
thing small where I was naming 
off items like a shirt or pair of 
jeans after my animals that I’ve 
had or my friend’s animals, but 
I eventually ran out of those,” 
Draper said. “Then I started nam-
ing them after people I know just 
to keep it fun and personal, in-
stead of just calling it ‘the black 
flannel shirt.’”

One of her jackets, the Nikki, 
is named after one of her horses. 
It has a tan Aztec pattern, which 
she said comes from Nikki being 
a buckskin horse. There’s also the 
Macy, a shirt named after a min-
iature horse she owns.

Draper believes her variety 
and uniqueness of the items she 
sells is what separates Bailey-
may’s from its competition.

“When I bring something in, 
I don’t ever really restock it, so 
there’s only going to be two small, 

two medium, and two large items 
and once I ship it, it’s gone,” Drap-
er said. “Once it’s gone, it’s gone 
for me, so just keeping things 
unique and one of a kind for peo-
ple is what makes us stand out.”

Some of the purses she 
sells are also unique to Bat-
tle Ground. They feature a 
“western” style complete with 
real leather. She also has wool 
rancher hats, which are the most 

popular item she sells.
Draper said she connected with 

the owner of Finishing Touch, Di-
anna Perry, after she sold her items 
at a local event. The two “just hit 
it off,” Draper said. Her section of 
the store also took off because peo-
ple were excited to buy the clothes, 
Draper said, so Perry allowed her 
to expand her section of the store to 
sell more items. 

“It’s a really good working re-

lationship and she has the biggest 
heart in the world,” Draper said of 
Perry.

Although she enjoys working 
with and sharing the storefront with 
Perry, Draper said she plans on 
opening her own store in the future.

Baileymay’s website can be 
found online at baileymaysbou 
tique.com. Finishing Touch is lo-
cated at 513 E. Main St. in Battle 
Ground.

Larch Corrections Center reports 
dozens of inmates with COVID-19

THE REFLECTOR

Larch Corrections Center is 
in the midst of a facility-wide 
COVID-19 outbreak which has 
infected a significant portion of 
its inmate population, the Wash-
ington State Department of Cor-
rections reported.

During a Feb. 25 update on 
outbreaks across Washington’s 
prison system, the DOC reported 
Larch had 87 active inmate cas-
es and four active cases among 
staff. Inmates who test positive 
for COVID-19 are temporarily 
relocated to one unit.

The current outbreak was 
officially declared at the mini-
mum-security prison by the DOC 
on Feb. 7. Larch reached a high of 
97 active cases on Feb. 18. Active 
cases dipped to 79 in the depart-
ment’s midweek count on Feb. 23, 
though the number rose again on 
Friday, Feb. 25. 

As of December 2020, the latest 
numbers available from the DOC, 
Larch had an inmate population of 
222 with a capacity of 240.

COVID-19 cases among staff 
rose by one throughout the week, 
though it peaked at eight on the 
first day the outbreak was con-
firmed.

The facility confirmed 129 
cases in the past 30 days, accord-
ing to the latest data before pub-
lication.

Larch has seen a total of 410 
COVID-19 cases among its in-
mates and 68 among its staff 
since the pandemic began, ac-
cording to DOC information. The 
first outbreak at the facility was 
confirmed Dec. 30, 2020, and 
ran through Feb. 1, 2021. In that 
outbreak, 281 confirmed inmate 
cases were reported.

The state has seen 13,259 in-
mates and 4,066 staff members 
test positive for COVID-19 across 
the prison system during the 
pandemic. As of Feb. 25, Larch 
Corrections Center had the larg-
est active outbreak outside of the 
Washington State Penitentiary. 
Larch’s active cases made up 
about a quarter of all cases in the 
DOC.
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A course overview for the planned Hockinson Meadows Community Park disc golf course.
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Hockinson park to receive disc golf course
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Those looking to play a 
round of 18 will have a North 
Clark County option, so long as 
they bring their discs and leave 
their clubs at home. 

During a virtual open house, 
Clark County staff presented 
the planned 18-hole disc golf 
course for Hockinson Meadows 
Community Park. Forty unde-
veloped acres of the park, lo-
cated at 10910 NE 172nd Ave., 
Vancouver, are scheduled to 
break ground this spring with 
the course opening up in the 
fall.

Clark County Public Works 
Project Manager Troy Pierce 
said the development is more 
than just the course, which will 
be designed up to Professional 
Disc Golf Association (PDGA) 
standards. The project also in-
cludes 1 mile of hard and soft 
trails, a 50-foot bridge that 
connects the trails and course 
to the rest of the park, and a 
225-square-foot shelter. The 
course will be located north of 
the existing playground struc-
ture at the park.

A disc golf course is not cur-
rently offered by Clark County 
Parks, Pierce said. During the 
county’s 2015 Parks, Open 
Space and Recreation plan 
(PROS) process, a number of 
participants throughout the 
greater Clark County area 
wanted to see a disc golf course 
put in place.

Frenchman’s Bar in west 
Clark County was initially 
eyed for the park until it was 
determined to be better suited 
for habitat preservation. The 
Hockinson Meadows location 
was approved by the Clark 
County Council in 2016.

In the time since its ap-
proval, the initial concept has 
changed to include the trails 
and a bridge over a tributary to 
China Ditch. The additions in-
creased the cost from $70,000 
in public funding supplemented 
by donations to about $455,000, 
which will be paid out through 
park impact fees the county 
collects on new development.

Each hole will include a 
tee pad, hole marker, bench 
and basket. The pads will use 
ecogrid paving and will feature 
concrete blocks in the center of 
the pad with gravel fill on the 
perimeter. Pierce said the pad 
design was selected because of 
the wetlands in the course area. 

The new trails will link 
to the existing system in the 
rest of the park. The course 
will have the same operating 
hours as the rest of Hockinson 
Meadows.

The county contracted with 
Battle Ground-based Tapani 
Inc. for construction, which 
is scheduled to begin May 2, 
weather permitting, Pierce 
said. The course is expected to 
be completed and ready for use 
in mid-October.

Ryan Weston, a landscape 
architect for the firm WSP, 
said no trees at the park will be 
taken out in order to build the 
course.

“We tried really hard to 
maintain all of the natural el-
ements and beauty of Hockin-
son park that makes Hockinson 
park what it is,” Weston said. 

He said his firm worked 
extensively with the county to 
maintain the wetlands and oth-
er environmental aspects of the 
area as they devised the course.

Weston also addressed con-
cerns about an increase of illic-
it activity at the course, which 

he said would likely be the op-
posite with “having (more) eyes 
on the park” from golfers.

The project will rely on ex-
isting parking at Hockinson 
Meadows. Weston said traffic 
engineers looked at whether 
parking needed to expand, but 

determined what was already 
there is sufficient.

Like the rest of the course, 
the baskets are also up to PDGA 
tournament standards.

“They’re the highest-qual-
ity baskets that are available,” 
Weston said.

He said the architects worked 
closely with local disc golfers to 
design the course layout.

“There’s a variety of hole 
lengths, locations and difficul-
ties, so it helps maintain inter-
est in playability for the disc 
golfers,” Weston said.

Ridgefield schools received threats 
that were deemed not credible  
THE REFLECTOR

Ridgefield School District was 
one of a number of districts across 
the country to receive threats of 
violence last week, with local and 
national law enforcement getting 
involved in the investigation, a 
letter from the district stated.

On Feb. 21, Ridgefield Super-
intendent Nathan McCann sent a 
letter to district families notifying 
them that a number of school staff 
received emails with “threats 
of harm” at one of the district’s 
schools on Feb. 22. Upon receiv-
ing the threat, the district contact-
ed the Ridgefield Police Depart-

ment, who in turn reached out to 
the Clark County Major Crimes 
Unit and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.

The threat appeared to not be 
credible, McCann wrote, and simi-
lar threats were sent to a handful of 
school districts across the country. 
The emails sent were “identical, oth-
er than changing the school district 
name,” he wrote, and were sent in a 
similar fashion as those received by 
districts as far away as in Georgia 
and New York.

RSD had additional police 
presence at its buildings on Feb. 
22, the letter stated. McCann said 
he decided to send his own chil-

dren to school that day, but stated 
those who wanted to keep their 
students home for the day would 
be able to excuse the absence.
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Bunker remembered with 

life vest loaner board

Bags of Appreciation and Remembrance 

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

The legacy of Mark Bunker, 

Jr. is now memorialized in a free 

resource at Martin’s Bar west of 

Woodland.
On May 15, officials, family 

members, and others who knew 

Bunker gathered to commemo-

rate the official establishment of 

a “loaner board” life vest post, in-

tended to make sure that all those 

going on the river have adequate 

safety when enjoying the Colum-

bia River.
According to witnesses, on 

Aug. 30, 2020, Bunker, 35, was 

fishing about 300 yards from the 

shore at Martin’s Bar when he was 

seen falling out of his kayak as 

he dropped his line, the Cowlitz 

County Sheriff’s Office reported 

Resources one of 

many planned for 

Cowlitz County

Luminary Lighting display at PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center  

honors health care workers and those who lost their life to COVID-19.

Inslee sets 

statewide 

reopening 

date of 
June 30

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

An end to restrictions put in 

place to combat the COVID-19 

pandemic is in sight as Gov. 

Jay Inslee announced a change 

in statewide policy Thursday, 

May 13.
During a press conference, 

Inslee said the “vast majority of 

restrictions on our business activ-

ity” would be lifted as of June 30, 

adding it included “restaurants 

and gyms and the like.” He said 

there’s a possibility that the full 

reopening could happen sooner if 

the state is able to hit the 70-per-

cent threshold of individuals with 

at least one dose of vaccination.

“This is a huge step forward. 

It is a new chapter in our fight 

against COVID,” Inslee said. 

The state is moving toward a 

strategy focused on vaccinations, 

as opposed to restricting behav-

iors, he explained.

“We have a vaccine that is 

safe, that works, that is absolutely 

free and we are now moving to a 

full focus on that so we can save 

lives in our state,” Inslee said.

The decision behind the an-

nouncement came from an appar-

ent plateau and decline in cases in 

the state. Inslee said the current 

rates of COVID-19 deaths are 

“some of the lowest that we have 

experienced.”

With the announcement, every 

county in the state will be able to 

move to Phase 3 on Tuesday as 

long as their local health board 

allows it.
More than 57 percent of 

Vaccinations fuel 

governor’s decision

PHOTOS BY MARY BROTEN   |   For The Reflector 

PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

Attendees at the official unveiling of a life vest loaner board at Martin’s Bar West of Woodland read 

the dedication to Mark Bunker Jr., who died while kayaking on the Columbia River in 2020.

The Luminary Lighting display shines brightly along a path at 

PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center to the Firstenburg Tower to 

honor the health care workers, and those who have passed away 

due to COVID-19. 

(Left to right) Kris Foster from Gresham, and Sheri Bliss from 

Vancouver, who work as nurses in the surgery unit help arrange 

bags for the Luminary Lighting display at PeaceHealth Southwest 

Medical Center by the Firstenburg Tower, March 13, 2021. The 

lighting display was created to honor health care workers with white 

bags, and honor patients who have passed away from COVID-19 

symbolized with blue bags. More photos on A12.

A portion of the 130 

blue bags that represent 

each of the people lost to 

COVID-19 at PeaceHealth 

Southwest Medical Center 

as of March 13, 2021. 

Additionally around 400 

white bags were placed 

to honor the health care 

workers in recognition of 

National Hospital and 

Healthcare Workers Week.

Ridgefield 

Knowledge Bowl 

team takes third 

at nationals 
A10

Area auto shop 

owners indicted 

on Clean Air 

Act charges 
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New La Center middle school taking shape

THE REFLECTOR

While school districts across 

the state are opting to reopen their 

doors fully for the next school year, 

La Center will have greater capac-

ity as its new middle school takes 

shape.
On March 29, the district’s Face-

book page posted more than a doz-

en photos of the ongoing project, 

which will see an 81,000-square-

foot building with 550-student 

capacity built off of Northeast 

Lockwood Creek Road East of 

Building to be     

ready for 2021-2022 

school year

Inslee: All 
Washington 

residents 
over 16 
eligible for 

vaccine 
April 15

BY RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

The number of those living in 

Washington state able to receive 

doses of available COVID-19 vac-

cines will reach an almost-univer-

sal proportion as Gov. Jay Inslee 

announced that all those over 16 

years old will be eligible for vac-

cination April 15.

During a press conference 

March 31, the governor noted 

that some 2 million more Wash-

ingtonians became eligible for 

their doses and announced the 

next phasing-in of vaccinations 

in the middle of the coming 

month, which will bring the en-

tire adult population of the state 

into eligibility.

Inslee noted that the latest 

phase of vaccination eligibility 

comes four months after Wash-

ington began vaccinating individ-

uals, during which time some 3.3 

million doses have been adminis-

tered in the state, with more than 

1 million Washingtonians fully 

vaccinated.
Inslee said that increase in eli-

gibility was possible due to an in-

crease in doses the state has been 

able to allocate. Washington State 

Health Secretary Umair Shah 

said that the state started with 

around 12,000 to 13,000 doses 

daily with a goal to reach 45,000 

a day; now there are 54,000 doses 

Governor says 

expansion of eligibility 

made possible due 

to state’s resources

COURTESY PHOTO

The new La Center Middle School is seen mid-construction in a photo from the district made available in late March.

THE REFLECTOR

The rate of recently-confirmed 

COVID-19 cases in Clark County 

saw a second week of increasing 

numbers, as the county has once 

again returned to a triple-digit 

rate last week.

Clark County Public Health’s 

March 30 update put the county 

at 105.6 confirmed COVID-19 

cases per 100,000 population in 

the past 14 days, up from 90.5 

cases per 100,000 last week. The 

county saw its lowest numbers in 

months the week prior, though 

the latest case rate still remains 

far below the 473.7 cases per 

100,000 reported in mid-January, 

the county’s all-time high.

Between March 26 and 

April 2, the county saw an ad-

ditional 317 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 reported, according 

to Public Health. As of Friday, 

there were 288 active cases in the 

county, which are ones still in the 

isolation period.

The county saw only one 

COVID-19 death between March 

26 and April 2, a woman older 

than 80 with underlying health 

conditions. In total, Clark County 

has seen 242 COVID-19 deaths, 

including 217 confirmed to be due 

to the disease and 25 suspected.

Clark County maintains its 

share of COVID-19 cases and 

deaths in the state. The most-re-

cent numbers from the Washing-

ton State Department of Health 

put the county at about 5.7 percent 

of confirmed cases and roughly 

4.7 percent of deaths statewide.

Clark County COVID-19: Recent 

cases see second week of climb

 

GRAPH COURTESY CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A graph showing the percentages of confirmed COVID-19 cases 

in Clark County, broken up by age group. The left bars show the 

percentage of cases, while the right bars show the age group’s 

percentage of the total Clark County population.

Local man completes 

restoration of classic truck 
A9

Pilot, 

passenger 

survive 

plane crash
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DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 50-60%

WE’LL DESIGN THE SYSTEM FOR YOU, EVEN 

HELP YOU SELECT THE MATERIALS NEEDED!

PLUS INCREASE PROPERTY VALUE!

FREE
Guide

1900 NE 78th Street, Vancouver, WA

(360) 574-3134  |  GroverElectric.com

ELECTRICAL  PLUMBING  LIGHTING  IRRIGATION

DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE!
ESTD 1954

COURETESY PHOTO

The new La Center Middle School is seen mid-construction in a photo from the district made available 

in late March.

We want your 
news tips

The Reflector is always looking for tips  
from readers when it comes to gathering 

stories and publishing news. 
Send tips to news@thereflector.com
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Vitals Obituaries / News

In Loving Memory Of

Aaron J. Larson, of 
Vancouver, Washington, passed 
away suddenly Nov. 28, 2021 at 
the age of 47. After a short hard-
fought battle with pneumonia he 
died in the hospital with his wife 
Sarah by his side.

Aaron, or “Aarie” to a special 
few people whom he cherished, 
was born on March 12, 1974 in 
Vancouver, Washington, to Cliff 
and Gail Larson. As a boy, he 
lived behind the Clark County 
Fairgrounds and made the whole 
place his playground, from hot 
wheels cars and his big wheel 
to bikes and a three-wheeler, 
there was always an adventure. 
Aaron early on found love for 
woodworking. It grew into an 
amazing talent and a lifelong 
passion. It started with scrap 
wood, a can of nails and a toy 
saw, which little Aaron used to 
cut down a tree branch in order 
to build a fort for himself and 
the neighbor girl to play in. As 
an adult, Aaron made all kinds 
of wonderful things from china 
cabinets to incredibly detailed 
wooden trucks. 

Aaron went to Ridgefield 
High School and graduated in 
1993. During those years, he 
worked for the Clark County 
Fair and earned the money to 
buy his first vehicle, a Nissan 
pickup. He worked on it with his 

dad, developing a lifelong love 
for mini trucks. 

In 1993, Aaron began 
working for A & J Custom 
Cabinets, where he worked 
for 28 years. He started in the 
shop, then became an installer, 
and after a few years became a 
draftsman. He created the plans 
for the cabinets the company 
built. He was particularly proud 
of and amused by his custom 
design of an entertainment 
center that also functioned as the 
stairs which led to the second 
story of a particular home.

The summer of 2014 turned 
Aaron’s world on its head. He 
took a chance and reached out on 
Facebook to that neighbor girl 
from his childhood. Though the 
fort they used to play in had long 
ago disappeared, they found that 
their adolescent friendship had 
not diminished and they quickly 
became almost inseparable. 
Aaron and Sarah Tribe were 
married that November in 
Ridgefield, Washington. Aaron 
instantly became dad to Sarah’s 
seven children who he loved 
fiercely and was so proud when 
he became a grandpa to T.J. and 
then to Elloise. 

Before life was filled with 
kids and family responsibilities, 
Aaron spent his free time 
woodworking, fishing, cooking 
or riding quads in the Oregon 
dunes with friends. He excelled 
at all these things. He dreamed 
about opening a food truck. 
He was looking forward to the 
next great adventure. From 
ribs to unicorn poop cookies, 

everything he made was the 
best. Aaron was also the friend 
you could call or text anytime. 
He would always be there. It 
didn’t matter if you wanted to 
vent, to troubleshoot a problem, 
celebrate an accomplishment, 
or talk about Sasquatch or a 
conspiracy theory.

Aaron is preceded in death 
by his grandfather Bob Nelson, 
his grandparents Clint and Flo 
Larson, Stephanie Larson and 
his dog Nikki. 

Aaron is survived by his 
grandmother Joan Nelson; his 
parents Cliff and Gail Larson; 
his wife Sarah Larson; his 
children Cordero Linnell, John 
Linnell, Gabriella Linnell, 
Jasmin Linnell, Kieran Linnell, 
Alexandrea Linnell and Joshua 
Linnell; his grandchildren T.J. 
Walker and Elloise Maloney, 
and more family and beloved 
friends than can even be listed. 

Aaron was a strong, loving 
and great man. He is loved and 
will be missed by so many.

Friends and family are 
encouraged to share stories 
and memories on the memorial 
website: https://everloved.com/
life-of/aaron-larson/.

A casual celebration of 
Aaron’s life will be held at 
the Barberton Grange, 9400 
NE 72nd Ave., Vancouver, 
Washington, 98665 on March 
19, 2022 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Please come and share your 
favorite stories, memories and 
photographs while we visit and 
share light snacks and drinks.

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Aaron J. Larson
1974  ~  2021

Davies CREMATION & 
BURIAL SERVICES
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In Loving Memory Of

Britt Allen Eddy

Britt Allen Eddy was born 
Feb. 11, 1964, in Glendale, 
California, and passed away 
Jan. 28, 2022, in Yacolt, 
Washington. 

Britt graduated from Battle 
Ground High School where 
he was very active in drama. 
He attended youth group 
at Temple Baptist Church 
which eventually led him to 
Bethel University in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, where he earned a 
degree in fine arts.

Britt worked in several 
fields before retiring from 
management for CUB foods. 
He enjoyed spending time 
with friends, painting and 
cheering for the Minnesota 

Vikings.
He returned to the 

Northwest in August to be 
with family. He is no longer in 
pain and is with his Lord and 
Savior Jesus.

A private family memorial 
will be held in March.

1964  ~  2022

To view the obituary, please
go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Jack Richards Bratlie 
had a good life. He was born 
in Portland, Oregon, to 
John and Winifred Bratlie 
on Feb. 26, 1924 and he 
passed away peacefully 
Feb. 11, 2022, just shy of 
his 98th birthday. He was 
raised in Ridgefield. The 
Bratlie Bros Mill was co-
owned by his father, John 
Bratlie. The Mill provided 
employment for many 
residents of Ridgefield and 
provided lumber for the 
war during WWII.

He served in WWII as 
a navigator on a B-17. He 
survived a crash landing 
in occupied Hungary and 
later attended reunions 
in Kiskunmajsa with his 
crew and the families that 
took them in and fed them. 
One reunion in Hungary 
occurred in 1986 during 
the iron curtain era. 

While attending Pacific 
Lutheran University, he 
met and married the love 
of his life, Marion Bratlie. 
They were happily married 
for 63 years. 

Jack is survived by 
his five children Barbara, 

John, Beth, Mark and Eric; 
four grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. 

Jack was a well rounded 
natural athlete. Jack 
excelled in high school 
sports to the delight of 
his proud father. Go 
Spudders!

He also played 
basketball, baseball and 
football for PLU. He 
played quarterback in 
the 1947 Pear Bowl, 
which they won.

He taught school 
and coached in the 
Orting and Eatonville 
school districts. Later he 
became an elementary 
school principal in the 
Clover Park District. He 
was a crossword puzzle 
whiz, played a mean 
game of golf and made 
great smoked salmon. 
He enjoyed his morning 
coffee group in Parkland. 
Every year Jack hosted 
the big blowout family 
Christmas, which we 
loved.

Jack was a kind and 
generous man. He was 
deeply loved and will be 
greatly missed. Memorial 
donations may be made 
to Our Savior Lutheran 
Church at 4519 112th 
St. E. in Tacoma, or your 
favorite charity in Jack’s 
name. Funeral services 
will be held at Our Savior 
Lutheran Church on 
March 4, 2022 at 1:30 p.m.

1924 - 2022

In Loving Memory Of

Jack Bratlie

1930  ~  2022

Barbara Jean (Taylor) 
Henrikson was born to Bert 
and Alma Taylor on Aug. 29, 
1930 in Portland, Oregon. She 
was the third of five children 
and the oldest daughter. She 
lived in the Portland area 
during her childhood and 
graduated from high school 
and then worked for the 
telephone company. She met 
Roy Henrikson in 1951 and 
they were married on Aug. 24, 
1951. Roy brought two boys 
into the marriage and they had 
three more boys. They lived 
in several places but landed 
in Venersborg, Washington on 
the Henrikson family farm in 
1974. She was a devoted wife, 
mother and grandmother. 
She loved sewing, quilting, 
baking, gardening and doing 
family history. Barbara and 
Roy served a mission in the 
Sweden Stockholm Temple in 
1994 to 1995. 

She loved going for rides 
with Roy, her house on the hill 
and her family. She is preceded 
in death by her parents Bert 
and Alma’ her brothers Dick 

and Bert; her husband Roy; 
and her sons James Roy, 
Jeffery Wayne and David 
Eric. She is survived by her 
sisters Lynn (Larry) Phillipy 
and Shirley Branen; her sons 
Dale Gordon and Robert Neil 
(Millie) Henrikson; and two 
daughters-in-law Kay and 
Carol Henrikson. She has 
22 grandchildren, 57 great-
grandchildren and six great-
great-grandchildren.

Barbara’s funeral will be 
held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 5, 2022 at the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints chapel at 7101 
NE 166th Ave., Vancouver, 
Washington, 98682. There 
will be a viewing at 9 a.m for 
family and friends.

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Barbara Henrikson
In Loving Memory Of In the Feb. 7 edition of The 

Reflector, in a story titled “WSU 
Master Gardener shares the 
beauty of hummingbirds,” the 
name of the master gardener fea-
tured was misspelled. The cor-
rect spelling is Christine Caplan.

Correction

simply call us today 
360-687-5151 or email
cs2@thereflector.com

enjoy 
reading

The 
Reflector?

Become a 
 subscriber and 

support  
your local  

newspaper.
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You Know It’s Been Said
There is something about humanity that must 

complain about the most trivial things. We live at 
a time when what can be commented on becomes 
subject matter on any number of blogs. This has 
become fine art; social platforms encourage this 
form of communication for all wanting to share 
their experiences. It’s entertaining and for the 
most part it can be educational learning what 
others have said in regards to what might be of 
interest. On a similar note, when this writer was 
much younger, there was a time when a suggestion 
was made saying it might sound better not to use 
the words “you know” in casual conversation. Now 
that this writer is older the same comment is heard 
while frequently hearing the supposed forbidden 
phrase by others. It’s like going through life never 
seeing a certain kind of car on the road until it 
becomes your own, then you see them everywhere. 
With age and along with the art of critiquing, the 
words “you know” now stand out and are readily 
noticed as the familiar phrase gets used more often 
than not. And now come to find out through ob-
servation, “ye know” (Matthew 26:2) gets slipped 
in or has been used as a sentence starter for a very 
long time. It’s nothing new, what is new is our digi-
tal age which has escalated our lack of tolerance, 
not allowing a person to be who they are without 
some feedback. Before we read the verse that 
prompted this subject, let’s look at Matthew 7:1-5. 
“Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what 
judgement ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with 
what measure ye mete (out) it shall be measured to 
you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that 
is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to 
thy brother, let me pull out the mote out of thine 
eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou 
hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother’s eye”. These days, appar-
ently it doesn’t take much to be a hypocrite, we’ve 
all been there. These words that come from the 
Bible would help us navigate around those times 
where we might practice a little more tolerance 
as we go forward as we interact with the rest of 
society. “Tolerance” and this use of the words “go-

ing forward” are both commonly heard by a very 
influential segment of people, as their philosophy 
is continually placed before the listening public. 
But to avoid any hypocritical status takes more 
than a philosophy, it takes sound principle with a 
growing distrust of self, where self has learned, it is 
capable of saying and doing the wrong thing at any 
given time. Philosophy hasn’t advanced this world 
one iota on the selfless scale of righteous, and for 
this reason the Bible patiently waits, waiting for 
professors of their own righteousness to learn of 
the righteousness that comes from God’s word. 
“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousness are as filthy rages” … (Isaiah 64:6). 
Humanity prides itself on a perceived righteous-
ness. Still, society is grateful for any and all nice-
ties received while sharing this planet, but none of 
this should be idolized and placed on a pedestal for 
all to admire, as society lifts up those random acts 
of kindness. It’s hard to see filthy rags when hu-
manity presents motives in a glaring light, but our 
Father in heaven views it all with no political or 
social bias. Here’s the last part of Isaiah 64:6. “And 
we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the 
wind, have taken us away”. The one that belongs 
on life’s pedestal is Jesus and His righteousness. 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me” (John 12:32). The merits of Jesus 
were solely the righteousness of His Father in 
heaven, any righteousness performed of Himself 
must also be filthy rages. Faithfulness creates 
perfection, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as 
I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I 
seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father 
which hath sent me” (John 5:30). Jesus had just 
one to answer to, that was His Father in heaven. 
Humanity is under a similar restraint, we also have 
one that will be our judge, and that is Jesus. And 
finality, “Ye know, that after two days is the feast 
of the Passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to 
be crucified” (Matthew 26:2).  In the words “ye 
know” similar to, “you know”, are evidences of the 
humanity of God’s Son, making His propensities 
something most of us can relate to when looking at 
the perfection of the character of Christ.  

Paid for and authored by Tom W. Ogren Search: “Old World Protestant and Beyond” • let_this_mind_be_in_you@yahoo.com
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Associate Attorney...

Wills & Trusts/Probate
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Guardianship
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Introducing Sheryl Manley
Need A Will? Forming A Business?
Need A Contract Reviewed?
Special Needs Child?

   |    360.608.7508

1706 W. Main St., Ste 103, 
Battle Ground, WA  98604

jodined@dixonlawwa.com

sherylm@dixonlawwa.com

JODINE DIXON
Battle Ground Attorney.. 

  

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

George Stephen 
Shileika died on Feb. 11, 
2022, at home after a short 
battle with cancer with 
his wife and family by his 
side.

George was born in 
New York, New York on 
Sept. 21, 1941, to George 
A. and Hilda Shileika. 
George moved as a young 
child to the Hiesson area 
and resided in Clark 
County the remainder of 
his life.

George graduated from 
Battle Ground High School 
in 1960 and after working 
various farm jobs, he went 
to work for Northwest 
Natural Gas Company. In 
2002, George retired from 
the gas company after 
40 years as a Leakage 
Inspector. 

George also served six 
years in the Army National 
Guard. He is remembered 
saying to his great-
grandchildren that getting 
to fire the big Howitzer 
guns was his favorite part.

George was a devoted, 
loving husband for 45 
years to his wife Crystal 
(Chris). They enjoyed 
many trips to the beach, 
Branson and Nashville, 
Tennessee. They also 
traversed to the tropics of 
Hawaii, Jamaica and the 
Cook Islands. But most of 
all he enjoyed the many 
camping trips to Fort 

Stevens with his family.
Along with camping, 

George also enjoyed 
hunting and casino days as 
well as working on cars, 
and showing his pride 
and joy: a completely 
restored 1929 Model 
A hotrod. George won 
many awards at local 
car shows. Above all, 
his favorite time was 
always spent with his 
family, three grandkids 
and eight great-
grandkids, where he 
was known as “Great 
Papa.” George was 
an incomparable Great 
Papa and was very 
involved with all of his 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

George is survived 
by his wife Chris; son 
Mike Shalduha; daughter 
Karyn (Rick) Williams; 
grandchildren Luke 
(Katy) Williams, Amanda 
(Ben) Key, and Samantha 
Shalduha; eight great-
grandchildren Peyton, 
Colton, Jedidiah, Jameson, 
Jocelynn, Dylan, Kasey 
and Broox; siblings Craig, 
Ona and Bruce Shileika, 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

The family would 
like to give our heartfelt 
gratitude and thanks to the 
Kaiser Hospice team who 
helped us all through this 
difficult time. You are all 
angels on earth.

George will be laid to 
rest on March 19, 2022 
at a private graveside 
ceremony for the family. 
In lieu of flowers, 
please donate to Kaiser 
Permanente Hospice at 
2701 NW Vaughn St., 
Portland, Oregon, 97210.

1941 - 2022

In Loving Memory Of

George S. Shileika

In Loving Memory Of

Harold Hansen

Harold K. Hansen passed 
away in January of 2022. 
Harold was the son of Harold 
and Ruth Hansen of Walla 
Walla, Washington, and was 
born in November of 1944 in 

Ontario, Oregon. Harold was 
one of three siblings. He 
married Caroline Hansen. 
Harold is survived by 

his sister Patty May; his two 
sons Gavin and Brice Hansen; 
his daughter Missi Koller, 
and many extended family 
members. Harold and his late 
wife Caroline were longtime 
residents of Meadow Glade, 
Washington, and were active 
in the Seventh-day Adventist 
Community. Harold is greatly 
missed by his family, friends 
and those who were blessed to 
know him. In lieu of flowers, 
the family is requesting 
donations be made to Hospice 
Southwest. 

Harold’s celebration of 
life will be held at Orchards 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, 6415 NE 102nd Ave., 
Vancouver, Washington, on 
Feb. 27 at 2 p.m.

1944  ~  2022

To view the obituary, please
go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Harvey Reeder
In Loving Memory Of

Harvey Carpenter Reeder 
of Ridgefield, Washington, 
passed away on Feb. 9, 2022 
at the age of 81. Harvey 
was born Aug. 24, 1940 to 
Perry and Evelyn (Castle) 
(Carpenter) Reeder. He grew 
up on Bay Ocean and Cape 
Mears. Harvey graduated from 
Tillamook High School in 
1958, where he participated 
in football, wrestling and 
track. He served in the U.S. 
Navy after he graduated. 
On March 9, 1963, Harvey 
married Phyllis Julia Mofford 
of Battle Ground, Washington. 
Harvey will live on through his 
family who will always love 
him. Harvey worked at Great 
Western Malting in Vancouver, 
Washington. He retired from 
the company in 1997. Harvey, 
a true outdoorsman, enjoyed 
camping, hunting, fishing, 
riding his quad, raising Koi 
fish and chickens. His most 
cherished times were spent 
with his family. Harvey is 
survived by his wife Phyllis; 
daughter Vicky (Rod) Fryer 
of Battle Ground, Washington; 

sons Steve (Teri) Reeder of 
Battle Ground, Washington, 
Eric (Alyshia) Reeder of 
Ridgefield, Washington, 
and Keith (Amanda) Reeder 
of Woodland, Washington; 
sister Bernice Balschweid of 
Dallas, Oregon; and brother 
Perry and Sharon Reeder of 
Oceanside, Oregon, as well 
as 11 grandchildren, nine 
great-grandchildren, and many 
nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his son 
Guy Harvey Reeder and a 
sister Helen Haas.

A funeral will be held at 
1 p.m. on March 4, 2022, at 
Park Hill Cemetery, 5915 East 
Mill Plain Blvd., Vancouver, 
Washington.

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

1940  ~  2022
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Community invited to review new 
BGPS sex ed curriculum proposals
THE REFLECTOR

Battle Ground Public Schools 
is asking parents and commu-
nity members to provide input 
on which of four comprehensive 
sexual health education curricula 
it should adopt for fifth- through 
12th-grade students.

Those who live in the district 
are asked to look at and give feed-
back by March 7 about the sexual 
health education packages through 
the district’s website, BGPS stated 
in a news release. Workbooks and 
teacher guides are available for re-
view at battlegroundps.org/curric 
ulum-adoption.

The curricula under consid-
eration include Check the Facts 
Middle School; Goodheart-Will-
cox Comprehensive Health Skills 
Middle School and High School; 
The Great Body Shop Middle 
School; and HealthSmart Grade 5, 
HealthSmart Middle School and 
HealthSmart High School.

The district began looking at a 
middle school sexual health edu-
cation curriculum last year, the re-
lease stated. To keep what’s taught 
at middle and high school levels 
consistent, the BGPS Board of Di-
rectors asked the district to evalu-
ate all of the district’s curriculum 
from fifth grade up.

The district has a committee, 
which includes parents, community 
members and staff, who are tasked 

with recommending a curriculum 
to adopt. The committee has been 
working through the year, the release 
stated. One component of their deci-
sion will come from public input.

With approval from the dis-

trict’s instructional materials 
committee, the proposal from 
the group tasked with the sexual 
health education recommendation 
will go before the BGPS board in 
the spring, the release stated. 



COURTESY PHOTO

Jillian Domingo, left, and Elizabeth Vallaire, right, dress up as Garth 
and Wayne from Wayne’s World.

COURTESY PHOTO

Elizabeth Vallaire, left, and Jillian Domingo, right.
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Duo of educators at TEAM alternative school  
in Woodland amass 150 teaching certifications 
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

Jillian Domingo and Eliza-
beth Vallaire, two teachers at 
Woodland Public Schools’ alter-
native high school, have amassed 
enough qualifications to teach 
more than 150 classes covering 
varying subjects.

TEAM High School, where 
the duo works, offers students a 
pathway to a high school diplo-
ma that accommodates full-time 
work, challenges with traditional 
school schedules or family re-
sponsibilities. 

To become qualified to teach 
the different subjects, the educa-
tors must get endorsements and 
approval from the school board. 

Vallaire recognizes the need 
for the program, which provides 
more opportunities to students 
and increases accessibility to 
their education.

“We have this program in our 
district because we just have a re-
ally high population of kids who 
either work full-time or want to 
get ahead on credits and gradu-
ate early, or sometimes kids who 
are credit-deficient and need to 
make up more than one semester 
of work,” said Vallaire. “Other 
kids have family obligations, have 
health concerns, and a lot of oth-
er different things. We just try to 
meet the needs of as many kids as 
we can.”

Vallaire said the TEAM staff 

has crafted a successful program 
that helps kids who have low at-
tendance or have to take classes 
outside of regular school hours. 
Students can go in eight hours a 
week to get help from teachers, 
take tests, and take courses online 
through Apex Learning. Apex 
offers a wide variety of subjects 
that can either be done at TEAM 
High School or at home. Courses 
include psychology, geography, 
business, principles of health, 
and college and career prepara-
tion. For more hands-on classes 
like band, wood shop, and art, 
Vallaire said students take those 
classes during regular school 
hours, since TEAM does not have 
the facilities to host those classes. 
There are also advanced place-
ment and honors versions of the 
classes available on Apex as well.

Although Vallaire teaches bi-
ology primarily, which is a sub-
ject she is endorsed in, she said 
the school board votes every year 
to decide if she and Domingo are 
able to teach outside of their en-
dorsement. She said that the stu-
dents already come into the pro-
gram with a grasp of the material, 
but need help navigating the topic 
as they aim to gain some clarifi-
cation on the subject. Between 
both Domingo and Vallaire, the 
teachers are qualified to help the 
students learn over 150 subjects. 
According to a news release 
from the district, the teachers 
have certifications for each class 

and the list of classes is 30 pag-
es long. Washington state allows 
educators to teach certain classes 
without certifications with school 
board approval, but the duo was 
determined to learn as many sub-
jects as possible to better prepare 
students.

“It’s not like they need help 
learning it. They just need help 
figuring out how to use Apex to 
learn further,” Vallaire said. “The 
good news is by teaching them 
how to learn, I can save myself 
some time by just showing them 
how to use Apex itself.”

Domingo said TEAM High 
School has helped students reach 
their goals ahead of schedule.

“(The students) come into the 
building, but they can work at 
their own pace and get different 
kinds of support, or just a dif-
ferent learning environment that 
works better for some kids,” said 
Domingo. “The great thing about 
that is we end up having several 
kids graduate more than a year 
ahead of schedule, so they’re able 
to not only work at their own pace 
but excel in the program and get 
that done a lot sooner.”

Domingo said TEAM also 
aims to help and accommodate 
kids with disabilities as well.

“I think that as we grow as 
a society, we’re learning that 
so many students have learn-
ing disabilities and just different 
ways of thinking than previously 
thought,” she said. 

Domingo said her dad, who is 
dyslexic, was placed into regular 
classrooms where he often re-
ceived failing grades back in the 
1950s. Now, schools take a differ-
ent approach. 

“There wasn’t really any sup-
port or anything for him, and 
nowadays I think we’re really 
good at recognizing all the dif-
ferent types of learning that stu-
dents have and putting supports 
in place to really help those stu-
dents thrive in the classroom, so 
that they don’t just come out of 
school thinking, ‘well I’m bad at 
this,’” Domingo said. “We give 
them strategies to be successful 
and meet them where they’re at.”

Teaching approaches at TEAM 
High School vary, Domingo said. 

Educators can utilize videos, pic-
tures or interactive activities, so 
the lessons are adjusted to every 
student’s learning style. 

According to Vallaire, a third 
teacher has been hired at the high 
school who will focus primarily on 
math and will start at a later time.
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Melvin Purl Campbell, 
63, passed away on Sunday, 
Feb. 13, 2022, after a brief 
yet hard fought three month 
battle with metastasized 
melanoma. Mel was born Nov. 
18, 1958, as number three of 
four children to Robert and 
Monty (Moore) Campbell. 
He was named after his two 
grandfathers, Lloyd Melvin 
Campbell and Purl Moore. 

Mel was proud to be a 
Ridgefield Spudder where he 
attended K-12 and graduated 
from high school in 1977. 
He worked for years in the 
strapping, packaging, and 
banding industries and traveled 
much of the U.S. and some of 
Canada for work. He loved the 
diversity of jobs, from hay barns 
to bank vaults to fishing boats, 
and everywhere in between. 

Mel loved his family and 
friends as well as riding 
motorcycles, dune buggies, 
four-wheelers, frequent trips to 
the sand dunes, duck hunting, 
fishing, and nature and wildlife, 

especially the Ridgefield 
Wildlife Refuge, which was 
not far from his home. He was 
social, a friend to many and 
always so generous with his 
time, quick to lend anyone a 
hand, an ear or a laugh. He was 
handy and always on the go, 
constantly working on projects 
around home or fixing his 
many cars. He moved through 
his life with ease and kindness, 
even in the face of hardships 
and adversities he battled over 
the years, such as his diagnosis 
with diabetes and multiple back 
surgeries which came in his 
50s, slowing him down a bit but 
he never once quit or gave up.

Mel was preceded in 
death by his mother and 
grandparents. He is survived 
by his father Robert; and 
sisters Connie Zumstein and 
husband Mike, Gail Como and 
husband Randy, and Roberta 
(Bobbi) McKenney; as well 
as four nieces, four nephews, 
12 great-nieces and four great-
nephews. Though he never 
married or had children of his 
own, he was an amazing uncle 
and great-uncle and will be 
deeply missed beyond words.

Mel’s celebration of life will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 5 at Faith Center 
Fellowship, 11608 NE 107th St., 
Vancouver, Washington, 98662.

For those wishing to honor 
Mel, contributions can be made 
to American Cancer Society 
online at cancer.org/donate.

Melvin CaMpbell

In Loving Memory 

1958 - 2022
TO VIEW THE OBITUARIES ONLINE, VISIT THEREFLECTOR.COM/OBITUARIES.

Jillian Domingo Elizabeth Vallaire

Albertson’s Food & Drug,  2108 W. Main St., Battle Ground

Clark County Farm Forestry Association
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The Washington State Capitol building in Olympia is pictured in this photo. 
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Senate, House proposals included $16.75M for 20th District 
projects, including Woodland Community Library building
BY DANIEL WARN
For The Reflector 

Proposed supplemental capi-
tal budgets released on Monday, 
Feb. 21 from the state House of 
Representatives and the Senate 
show more than $16.75 million 
for projects and initiatives in the 
20th Legislative District.

The only local item listed in 
the House’s supplemental cap-
ital budget is $515,000, which 
is set to be invested into the 
Woodland Community Library 
building project. 

State Rep. Peter Abbar-
no, R-Centralia, is the assis-
tant ranking Republican on the 
House Capital Budget Commit-
tee. In a news release he said the 
supplemental capital budget is an 
important step for the comple-
tion of projects in the 20th Leg-
islative District, let alone Wash-
ington. The 20th Legislative 
District covers the north-central 
end of Clark County and all of 
Woodland, Ariel and Cougar in 

Cowlitz County. 
“This year’s House-proposed 

capital budget reflects many of 
our priorities in education, men-
tal and (behavioral) health and 
housing,” Abbarno said. “House 
Republicans are focused on real 
solutions for our communities 
and the state. Our proposed 
budget focuses on local proj-
ects that will create economic 
opportunities and improve the 
quality of life for all Washing-
tonians.”

Of the $16.5 million pro-
posed by the House’s supple-
mental capital budget, over $14 
million will be spent on just two 
local infrastructure projects.

Morton is set to receive about 
$12.4 million for a water system 
improvement project, while Na-
pavine is slotted for $2 million 
for upgrades to the Lewis Coun-
ty Fire District No. 5 stations 
and equipment.

“The next stage of the pro-
cess is working with our col-
leagues in the Senate and the 

governor’s office to finalize the 
capital budget,” Abbarno stated. 

“I am honored to be part of the 
process and put our communi-

ties’ values and stamp on this 
budget.”

Family of Jenoah Donald files federal suit claiming wrongful death by sheriff’s department
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

The family of a 30-year-old 
Black man who was fatally shot 
by a Clark County Sheriff’s deputy 
has filed a wrongful death lawsuit 
in federal court, arguing the county 
fails to train deputies “to use dead-
ly force only as a last resort.”

The lawsuit, filed by Taco-
ma-based Herrmann Law Group in 
the Western Washington district on 
Feb. 17, alleges assault and battery, 
negligence, and deprivation of civil 
rights. The suit is in connection to 
the death of Jenoah Donald in Feb-
ruary of last year who died follow-
ing a traffic stop in Hazel Dell. 

The lawsuit names Clark Coun-
ty, Clark County Sheriff Chuck 
Atkins, sheriff’s deputies Sean 
Boyle and Holly Troupe, and sev-
eral unidentified county employees 
as defendants in the lawsuit. Boyle 
shot Donald during the traffic stop, 
while Troupe said she believed she 
saw a weapon in Donald’s vehi-
cle, which was later identified as a 
screwdriver.

The plaintiffs in the suit include 
Susan Zawacky, who is Donald’s 
mother, and the mothers of Don-
ald’s three children.

In July, the Washington Asso-
ciation of Prosecuting Attorneys 
released a report on the shooting 
where a panel of attorneys from 
across the state found Boyle acted 
in “good faith.”

At around 8 p.m. on Feb. 4, 
2021, Boyle was the first to arrive 
near the area where police radio 
traffic indicated suspicious activity 
near a known drug house, the law-
suit stated. While waiting for back-
up, Boyle saw a car with a similar 
description to the one heard over 
the radio. The deputy noticed the 
car’s right brake light was out, so 
he stopped the car, which was oc-
cupied by Donald.

The lawsuit cites a 1999 court 
case which found “(a)n officer 
who lacks probable cause to pull 
over a citizen for suspicion of drug 
use cannot lawfully use defective 
equipment as a ‘pretext’ for stop-
ping the citizen.”

The lawsuit noted Donald had 
“a talent for mechanical tinkering” 
and restored cars. The Mercedes 
Benz he was driving at the time of 
the shooting was his latest project.

When Troupe arrived at the 
scene she stepped up to the pas-

senger side of the car while Boyle 
went back to his vehicle to check 
information. Troupe noticed an ob-
ject, which she referred to repeat-
edly in an investigation interview 
as a weapon, though photos later 
showed it was a standard screw-
driver, the lawsuit states.

Boyle returned to Donald’s 
vehicle when he heard tension in 
Troupe’s voice, according to the 
lawsuit. Boyle opened the door and 
told Donald to get out of the car.

When Donald didn’t immedi-
ately comply, “(w)ithout further 
request or explanation, the deputy 
immediately reaches into the car 
and grabs Mr. Donald and attempts 
to physically drag him out,” the 
lawsuit states. Troupe went around 
to the other side of the vehicle to 
assist Boyle, as she grabbed Don-
ald’s jaw and lifted his head in a 
“pain compliance” technique.

“Donald does not fight back, 
but passively resists,” the lawsuit 
states. 

A release from the law firm that 
announced the lawsuit noted Don-
ald was on the autism spectrum 
and “was prone to withdrawal in 
stressful situations.”

Boyle threatened to release his 
K-9 on Donald and punched Don-
ald in the face, after which Donald 
grabbed Boyle’s vest, the prose-
cutors’ investigation stated. The 
lawsuit argues Donald passively 
resisted throughout the ordeal. 
Deputy Greg Agar, who had then 
arrived at the scene, said he saw 
Donald use his feet to kick or push 
Boyle away from him.

Troupe said she recalled 
Boyle’s order telling Donald to 
exit the car or he would shoot him, 
the lawsuit states.

Donald reportedly turned Boyle 
so he could not reach his Taser 
and then Donald started the car, 
the prosecutors’ report stated. The 
lawsuit questioned whether Donald 
actually restarted the car, alleging 
Boyle “apparently neglected to 
have Mr. Donald turn off the ve-
hicle and/or remove the ignition 
keys.”

“(I)t’s implausible that Mr. 
Donald could pick up the keys and 
re-start the engine while resisting 
active force of two deputies,” the 
lawsuit stated.

As the car rolled forward, Boyle 
drew his gun and fired at Donald. 
The first round hit the outside pillar 
between the front and back seats, 

while a second shot hit Donald in 
the head.

Boyle said he feared he was go-
ing to be dragged by Donald as the 
car rolled, though the lawsuit dis-
putes that.

“Evidence, however, indicates 
the deputy was standing outside the 
vehicle when he shot his weapon,” 
the lawsuit argues. “He admits his 
feet were ‘planted on the ground’ 
and the first bullet strike is on the 
outside of the pillar.”

The lawsuit also disputes that 
Donald had a hold of Boyle’s vest 
at the time of the shooting, stating 
neither Troupe nor Agar reported 
Donald had hands on the vest.

After Donald was shot, the car 
continued to roll into a yard and 
knocked over a fence. After being 
transported to a hospital, Donald 
died seven days later.

The lawsuit mentions two other 
fatal shootings by sheriff’s dep-
uties. They include that of Kevin 
Peterson Jr., who was shot while 
running away after a drug sting in 
October of 2020, and of off-duty 
Vancouver Police Department Of-
ficer Donald Sahota, who was mis-
takenly shot by a sheriff’s deputy 
at his Battle Ground home after 
a robbery suspect arrived at his 
property in January of this year.

The lawsuit states Clark County 
fails “to supervise and adequate-
ly train officers on de-escalation 
techniques, non-lethal tactics, the 
decision making-process preced-
ing use of deadly force, and how 
to interact with citizens suffering 
from behavioral health issues such 
as autism.”

Mark Lindquist, the attorney 
for the family, stated “this is a big-
ger issue than one or two officers” 
in the release. 

Donald’s family previously 

filed a wrongful death tort claim 
against the county. That claim 
asked for $17 million, while the 
federal lawsuit does not identify a 
dollar amount.

“Our hope is that truth and 
justice prevail, people are held 
accountable and things change,” 
Donald’s mother, Zawacky, stated 
in the release.
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New La Center middle school taking shape

THE REFLECTOR

While school districts across 

the state are opting to reopen their 

doors fully for the next school year, 

La Center will have greater capac-

ity as its new middle school takes 

shape.
On March 29, the district’s Face-

book page posted more than a doz-

en photos of the ongoing project, 

which will see an 81,000-square-

foot building with 550-student 

capacity built off of Northeast 

Lockwood Creek Road East of 

Building to be     

ready for 2021-2022 

school year

Inslee: All 
Washington 

residents 
over 16 
eligible for 

vaccine 
April 15

BY RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

The number of those living in 

Washington state able to receive 

doses of available COVID-19 vac-

cines will reach an almost-univer-

sal proportion as Gov. Jay Inslee 

announced that all those over 16 

years old will be eligible for vac-

cination April 15.

During a press conference 

March 31, the governor noted 

that some 2 million more Wash-

ingtonians became eligible for 

their doses and announced the 

next phasing-in of vaccinations 

in the middle of the coming 

month, which will bring the en-

tire adult population of the state 

into eligibility.

Inslee noted that the latest 

phase of vaccination eligibility 

comes four months after Wash-

ington began vaccinating individ-

uals, during which time some 3.3 

million doses have been adminis-

tered in the state, with more than 

1 million Washingtonians fully 

vaccinated.
Inslee said that increase in eli-

gibility was possible due to an in-

crease in doses the state has been 

able to allocate. Washington State 

Health Secretary Umair Shah 

said that the state started with 

around 12,000 to 13,000 doses 

daily with a goal to reach 45,000 

a day; now there are 54,000 doses 

Governor says 

expansion of eligibility 

made possible due 

to state’s resources

COURTESY PHOTO

The new La Center Middle School is seen mid-construction in a photo from the district made available in late March.
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The rate of recently-confirmed 

COVID-19 cases in Clark County 

saw a second week of increasing 

numbers, as the county has once 

again returned to a triple-digit 

rate last week.

Clark County Public Health’s 

March 30 update put the county 

at 105.6 confirmed COVID-19 

cases per 100,000 population in 

the past 14 days, up from 90.5 

cases per 100,000 last week. The 

county saw its lowest numbers in 

months the week prior, though 

the latest case rate still remains 

far below the 473.7 cases per 

100,000 reported in mid-January, 

the county’s all-time high.

Between March 26 and 

April 2, the county saw an ad-

ditional 317 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 reported, according 

to Public Health. As of Friday, 

there were 288 active cases in the 

county, which are ones still in the 

isolation period.

The county saw only one 

COVID-19 death between March 

26 and April 2, a woman older 

than 80 with underlying health 

conditions. In total, Clark County 

has seen 242 COVID-19 deaths, 

including 217 confirmed to be due 

to the disease and 25 suspected.

Clark County maintains its 

share of COVID-19 cases and 

deaths in the state. The most-re-

cent numbers from the Washing-

ton State Department of Health 

put the county at about 5.7 percent 

of confirmed cases and roughly 

4.7 percent of deaths statewide.

Clark County COVID-19: Recent 

cases see second week of climb

 

GRAPH COURTESY CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A graph showing the percentages of confirmed COVID-19 cases 

in Clark County, broken up by age group. The left bars show the 

percentage of cases, while the right bars show the age group’s 

percentage of the total Clark County population.

Local man completes 

restoration of classic truck 
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Pilot, 
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plane crash
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The new La Center Middle School is seen mid-construction in a photo from the district made available 

in late March.
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Left to right: Fort Vancouver 
Sons of the American Revolution 
chapter President Allen Furlow, 
Elizabeth Swift and trustee Jeff 
Lightburn are pictured. 
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Ridgefield student wins statewide SAR essay contest
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

A Ridgefield High School soph-
omore won the George S. and Stel-
la M. Knight essay contest for the 
Sons of the American Revolution 
(SAR), as she won the state level 
competition and earned a prize of 
$1,000.  

Elizabeth Swift was compelled 
to write her essay about enslaved 
Black Americans who tried to gain 
their freedom during the American 
Revolution because of the ongoing 
civil rights struggles in the country.

“What inspired me was the 
cultural talks going on such as the 
Black Lives Matter movement and 
what goes along with that,” said 
Swift. “I realized, ‘what has that 
issue looked like in the past? How 
did that look in the era of the revo-
lution? Why do we not know what 
Black and enslaved people’s roles 
were in the revolution?’”

She wanted to explore the top-
ic to educate herself as she tried to 
“put the puzzle pieces of the na-
tion’s history together.” 

Swift said she learned about 
people who “tried to find their own 
freedom” while the American col-
onists sought their freedom from 
Britain. 

“There was a large enslaved 
population and I wanted to know 

what their take on the revolution 
was,” she said. 

To her, they were voices that 
were silent and went unheard. 

According to her essay, John 
Murray, the fourth Earl of Dun-
more, threatened to burn down 
Williamsburg, Virginia, and free 
the enslaved people if they joined 
the British Army after he saw col-
onists who sympathized with the 
Boston Massacre.

Swift said her research took 
“several months” as she worked to 
unearth the names of soldiers and 
enslaved people. She utilized the 
library and a number of online re-
sources. Her research helped Swift 
develop a better picture of how 
Black people are treated in the Unit-
ed States today, she said. 

“It’s another facet of history that 
if I pick up a book, I’ll say, ‘I wonder 
if there’s one that has this part of the 
story in it,’” she said. “It’s also about 
realizing that everybody has a voice, 
so hearing those voices and learning 
from them is incredible. I realized 
that these enslaved people wrote 
autobiographies of their own, so it’s 
important to read those and not just 
the standard sources of (colonists) 
who lived through the war.”

Swift said the information 
she gleaned from the autobiog-
raphies of enslaved people gave 
her “so much more” information 

than other sources. 
Jeff Lightburn, a trustee of the 

Fort Vancouver SAR chapter, was 
impressed by the essay that was 
written by Swift and another student 
from Seton High School, who won 
first place in Southwestern Wash-
ington. 

Josephine “Josie” Abbott, from 
Seton High School, earned $100 for 
her accomplishments.

She wrote about Marquis de La-
fayette, who was a French soldier 
that helped the American colonists 
win the war despite being forbidden 
by the king. Abbott was inspired to 
explore the subject after watching a 
famous play.

“I watched (Hamilton) last 
year with my mom and I just 
really enjoyed it,” said Abbott. 

“When I heard about the essay 
(contest), I was trying to think of 
something I learned in previous 
years, and Marquis de Lafayette 
came to mind. As historically 
incorrect as Hamilton may be, it 
was still really fun to watch.”

Lightburn said both essays were 
“incredible.” 

“Elizabeth took on a topic that 
can be very sensitive, but she re-
searched it thoroughly and wrote 
an excellent essay that was balanced 
and provided an accurate historic 
picture of the perilous journey that 
enslaved Black people experienced 
during the American Revolution,” 
he said. “Our colonies were trying 
to fight for their independence, and 
guess what? They were too.”

Lightburn said Swift’s focus 

was on a “timely” subject and one 
that is “relevant” in the country 
and ever-present in public dis-
course. Swift’s essay will also be 
used to compete at the national 
level against other SAR chapters 
in the country, he said. 

He emphasized the essays were 
written for two “separate, but equal-
ly important” categories. 

Swift is the daughter of Dar-
ren and Evangeline Swift. She is 
on Ridgefield’s basketball and 
track teams. She also plans to at-
tend the Running Start Program 
at Clark College. 

Each year, SAR invites high 
school students to submit entries 
that discuss people or events from 
the American Revolution or subjects 
that deal with the U.S. Constitution. 

Sen. Patty Murray pushes affordable child care in town hall
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Washington state’s senior 
U.S. senator is continuing to 
champion legislation aimed at 
making child care more afford-
able and accessible.

During a virtual town hall on 
Feb. 23 focused on Southwest 
Washington residents, Democrat-
ic Sen. Patty Murray said “I’m a 

mom and a grandmother, and I 
know that this is one of the tough-
est times to raise a family that I 
can remember.”

The town hall was hosted by 
the progressive advocacy group 
Fuse Washington and provided 
Murray an opportunity to speak 
to constituents about her major 
focuses in Washington, D.C.

The main focus for the town 
hall was on her work in address-

ing the costs of raising a family. 
Murray said she is pushing for an 
extension on the expanded child 
tax credit. She said the credit has 
been impactful in meeting basic 
needs during the pandemic for a 
number of families.

“I have talked to so many fam-
ilies who said ‘I couldn’t afford 
diapers. I couldn’t afford food 
for my family. My kids are eating 
breakfast now,’” Murray said. 

Murray said her office was 
“looking everywhere” to see how 
the credit could be extended.

“If there’s one thing we should 
do as Americans (it) is making 
sure we take care of our 
kids,” Murray said. 

Holly Lindsey, an in-
home child care provid-
er from Longview with 
eight adopted children 
of her own, spoke during 
the town hall. Lindsey 
said her operation has 
been open throughout 
the pandemic, which 
has proved a challenge. She said 
getting supplies for child care has 
“doubled and tripled” since the 
pandemic started.

“That has been a huge struggle 
when we only make very mini-
mal money,” Lindsey said. 

Lindsey said she is nervous 
about the end of temporary pro-
grams that have assisted child 
care. She said finding people 
who are qualified to work with 
children is its own struggle given 
the pay available.

“We really need to look at 
making child care affordable, 
but also making it where … the 
providers are paid enough to ac-
tually do the job that we are do-
ing,” Lindsey said.

Murray said she is focused on 
rebuilding the child care system, 
specifically the facilities, which 
she said could be built through 
state grants. She is also pushing 
to lower prices so no one pays 
more than 7% of their income 
while still increasing child care 
pay.

Much of Murray’s efforts are 
tied to the as-of-now not passed 
Build Back Better plan. Through 
that plan, taxes would only rise 
for those who make more than 
$400,000 annually, she said.

“We’re all losing because we 
don’t have adequate child care 
in this country, and when you 
do find it, it’s extremely expen-
sive,” Murray said. “Obviously 
having a family is your choice, 
but the fact is if we don’t provide 
the kinds of supports that fami-
lies need so they can be at work 
… then those children and that 

family becomes a burden on all 
of us.”

Murray said she hasn’t given 
up on the Build Back Better plan. 
She said it is a priority of hers to 

get something to the 
president’s desk “to give 
people some breathing 
room and make sure ev-
eryone can succeed in 
this economy.”

Her support of fam-
ilies goes beyond child 
care. Murray said it is a 
“national disgrace” that 
the United States does 

not have a paid family and med-
ical leave program, a problem 
which has become more evident 
because of COVID-19. 

“We saw this pandemic ex-
pand because people didn’t have 
paid family leave. People were 
going to work really sick, pass-
ing it on,” Murray said. 

Having that leave is also im-
portant to those with newborns 
so they can bond with their ba-
bies, she added.

Murray said she is pushing 
the government to continue pro-
viding resources related to the 
pandemic, in part to keep stu-
dents in schools. She said she is 
working with Senate Republicans 
on the Prevent Pandemics Act, 
which addresses the shortcom-
ings seen in the federal response 
during COVID-19.

“People won’t have to ask 
‘where are the tests, where’s the 
(personal protective equipment), 
what am I supposed to do, who’s 
communicating with who, how 
do I get information, how do we 
fix these supply chain issues that 
we have?’” Murray said. “One 
thing I think we can all agree 
on is no one wants to go through 
anything like this pandemic a 
second time.”

While individuals struggled 
with job losses during the pan-
demic, Murray said major corpo-
rations ended 2021 with record 
profits and the top 1% got richer. 

“Meanwhile, people who are 
doing their own grocery shop-
ping and pumping their own gas 
found their money didn’t go far 
enough,” Murray said.

Bathing assistance 
Errands / shopping 
Joyful companionship 
Meal preparation 
Medication reminders 
Up to 24 hour care 
Light housekeeping 
Dementia care 

Call today for a free assessment! 
(360) 892-4442
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Support these friendly,  
native pollinators in your yard 
this spring. Single 6” tubes 
of bees $4.99ea or 3 for 

$13.99 Cleaned cocoons 10ct 
$17.99ea or 2 for $30  

New 25 ct box $34.99We 
also have a wide selection  
of bee housing Bee blocks, 

shelters, tubes & liners, books.

MASON  
BEES ARE IN!

A Local Flock of Shops Celebrating 31 Years!
8101 NE Parkway Dr. • 360-253-5771

(Located near Olive Garden and TJ Maxx)

Your Local Battle Ground WA 
Real Estate Agency

Shannon Wyman
Designated Broker - Agent

(360)624-1174
Shannon@legionsrealty.com

 
Experience counts. Real Estate is not taught, it is learned
through years of experience. I have over 20 years of Real
Estate experience in the Vancouver and surrounding areas.
My specialties include acreage properties and vacant land.
You should most definitely have an acreage specialist when
buying acreage property. Surveys, easements, wells,
septics, etc. This is the information that can make or break
an acreage property. I also have experience in 1031
exchanges, self directed IRA's, investment properties,
foreclosures, and short sales for over 20 years. Questions
are always free. Please feel free to call anytime for help with
your Real Estate needs.

Qualified Washington State residents 

may be eligible for lower mortgage interest 

rates & down payment assistance. 

Contact Deb today to see if you qualify!  

DEBRA MCELVENY
SENIOR MORTGAGE BANKER
SUMMIT MORTGAGE CORPORATION

360.907.0335
debram@go-summit.com
TeamMacLoans.com

NMLS 104467

VANCOUVER 13115 NE 4th Street, Ste. 160 · Vancouver, WA 98684
SUMMIT MORTGAGE CORPORATION | NMLS 3236 • Equal Housing Opportunity This is not an off er for extension of credit or a commitment 
to lend and is subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply on all programs. Complete guidelines, loan applications, interest 
rates and annual percentage rates (APRs) are available through Summit Mortgage Corporation. Licensed in CA by the Department of Business 
Oversight. Loans will be arranged or made pursuant to the California Financing Law. Questions and Concerns may be directed to support@
go-summit.com, 13115 NE 4th Street, Ste. 160, Vancouver, WA 98684. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/EntityDetails. aspx/COMPANY/3236. 
Other restrictions or limitations to any program may apply. Not all applicants will qualify. This is not a commitment to lend. Team Mac Loans is a 
division of Summit Mortgage Corporation. Debra McElveny is licensed to originate mortgage loans in OR/WA. 

HOME 
ADVANTAGE
LOAN PROGRAM

CH615174 db

Sen. Patty Murray
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Lifestyles Family�
Daybreak Middle School first semester honor roll 

CAM Academy middle, high schools first semester honor roll

THE REFLECTOR

An asterisk denotes a 4.0 
grade-point average. 

Fifth Grade 
Callie R. Anderson*, Brayden 

C. Beam*, Evie S. Carlson*, Mat-
thias E. Chumbley*, Clara Green*, 
Emry J. Heidegger*, Kian A. Ho-
mola*, Josephine A. Mahoney*, 
Nedzad Matinjanin*, Kylie M. 
McMaster*, Aria R. Pullings*, 
William E. Seavey*, Aubrey M. 
Silbernagel*, Michael Baz, Kather-
ine J. Carlie, Genevieve I. Caseday, 
Colton W. Dodge, Corran I. Gil-
liland, Violet I. Myers, Daymion 
E. Searls, Elijah Wilhelm, Jace L. 
Clark, Alex S. Fabyanchuk, Laura 
E. Faron, Karson W. Hayden, Mar-
lon J. Karvonen, Sunee M. VanV-
leck, Adelaide A. Caseday, Sophia 
Garcia, Thomas J. Altman, Lex 
S. Horbachuk, Leslie A. Conklin, 
Quetzalli Cortes Villegas, Jude Ed-
wards, Jacey E. Spencer, Hannah 
L. Hall, Serena R. Acheson, Tionna 
M. Blake, Nolan M. Campos, Luke 
J. Ebert, Graysen E. Martin, Izabel-
la M. Lawton, Ash B. Dalton, Mic-
aiah C. Ackler, Thaddeus Cornea, 
Cooper J. Ray, Josie L. Sasse, Bray-

lie A. Watrous, Mirka A. Mueller, 
Edgar U. Reyes, Malloree R. Vela, 
Emily E. Fry, Maleah M. Kys-
ar, Austin M. Maldonado, Anais 
Martinez-Avilez, Maya D. Wil-
liams, Allison V. Davis, Jacob A. 
Carlton, Haley J. Heffentrager, Ca-
den H. Boadwine, Leah M. John-
son, Ryder L. Kittelson, Riley A. 
Leigh, Marshall W. Ray, Brayden 
R. Tawney, Holli M. White, Mateo 
R. Maya, Jaxson L. Lake, Tanner 
M. Tapani, Madison F. Hogendyk, 
Alexandria N. Barcus, Addison G. 
Briggs, Damon J. Butler, Kathryn 
M. Elhardt, Hayden R. Gonzalez, 
Nina N. Kaski, Victoria Espino-
za Mendoza, Madden R. Palmer, 
Angel J. Gomez Lazaro, Delilah J. 
Schermerhorn, Harmony M. Jones, 
Aaron J. McCalip, Lilyana Pena 
Gonzalez, Brody M. Pointer, Stet-
son A. Hewes, Charles Q. Moye, 
Tanner M. Christensen and  Xavier 
A. Kor.

Sixth Grade
Magdalene Y. Barrett*, An-

naliese M. Betts*, Jacob R. Bry-
ant*, Ellie M. Clayton*, Kylie 
S. Collins*, Kaitlyn I. Grimes*, 
Alexia R. Hammond*, Aubrey 
E. Heidegger*, Artem V. Kokha-

novskiy*, Zoe J. Lealos*, Malia 
G. Leavitt*, Collin L. McGowan*, 
Bentley McGrath*, Jackson W. 
McGrew*, Samuel A. Paliy*, Lucy 
M. Sasse*, Eloise S. Smith*, Car-
ter R. Stewart*, Lillian K. Stew-
art*, Brenna G. Urban*, Olga D. 
Vlasov*, Nolan J. Wann*, Alexan-
dra N. Iliut, Gunnar J. Kittelson, 
Douglas Watson, Sergio A. Agu-
ilar Jr., Evangaline K. Erickson, 
Moanikeala L. Glidewell, Haley 
S. Lee, Ayva M. Roholt, Lucille 
M. Rutledge, Violet V. Sapping-
ton, Marlee M. Thomas, Elijah M. 
Tkachenko, Liana A. Fabyanchuk, 
Kylee L. McElhaney, Madison 
R. Kennedy, Brandon A. Weant, 
Trinity E. Abbott, Joey C. Coun-
tryman, Bryce M. Nelson, Killian 
K. Peterson, Isaiah J. Speratos, 
Damon S. Walund, Kameron J. Ev-
ans, Isaac M. Mae, Dylan A. Hood, 
Michael W. Palmer, Eliana K. 
Vavilov, Allison A. Kliewer, Ava 
L. Koroteev, Katera L. Ludwig, 
Benjamin D. Miryakhin, Nicholas 
Ponce Navarrete, Gabriel T. Stea-
rman, Henry L. Cass, Brianna R. 
Goggin Hays, Taiya L. Hogberg, 
Parker R. Lake, Rylee A. Lange, 
Philip V. Mchedlidze, Rodolfo Es-
pinoza Mendoza, Gavin R. McCo-

llum, Miguel A. Roque, Jessie A. 
Schmitt, Nehemiah M. Chumbley, 
Japheth A. Lopez-Flores, Sophia 
L. Ktistakis, Ethan D. Greenhalgh, 
Emily B. Pham, Landon D. Rem-
ster, Hailey M. Steinmeyer, Man-
uel Cerda Equihua, Chloe Martin, 
Noah J. Robbins, Mark N. Tka-
chuk, Zachary E. Maul, Janelle A. 
Irons, Connor M. Smith, LilyAnn 
M. Eriksen, Connor J. Kittel and 
Stacie Crosslin.

Seventh Grade
Dominic J. Dodge, Leander J. 

Pruett Jr., Chloe I. Brown, Luke J. 
Matey, Seth A. Waldal, Jayden A. 
Williams, Cruz A. Mahoney, Con-
nor Edwards, Brooklyn V. Hay-
ward, Emily G. Kyniston, Rachel 
M. Gunderson, Macy N. Jolma, 
Ryan M. Weinberger, Megan A. 
Moore, Logan C. Piasecki, Uri-
jah J. Baley, Josephine B. Leyden, 
Kennadie J. Fjeldos, Samuel E. 
Opdahl and Callum R. Wood.

Eighth Grade
Camille K. Cresap*, Sydney 

R. Ebert*, Jordyn A. French*, 
Sophia D. Martinez*, Avery C. 
Reese*, Samantha A. Sprague*, 
Tommie W. Vick*, Lily S. Ander-

son, Alexander Keith, Tessa M. 
Mongrain, Nevaeh N. Fontaine, 
Maylee M. Geilenfeldt, Declan J. 
Conners, Edrese Q. Fortier, Lukas 
A. Champine, Jocelynn Couch, 
Natalie E. Stokes, Millionaire B. 
Akengue, Abby Buck, Chace D. 
Hammond, Madelynn G. Messner, 
Athena A. Schuyler, Braiden C. 
Betts, Jameson R. Schmitt, Elijah 
J. English, Bryce W. Simmons, 
Brandon L. Nelson, Claire M. 
Jodoin, Haley L. Bolinger, Rilee 
R. Keeth, Delyla Gruenberg, Em-
ery R. Stewart, Caitlin G. Tryon, 
Alexander J. Christensen, Hailey 
A. Knight, Madison N. Tindall, 
Victorialynne A. Brown, Caprice 
M. Alexander-Couch, Hannah L. 
Noble, Joseph C. Grimes, Tristen 
M. Brand, Enedina Acereto, Jace 
P. Mandaguit, Katelyn J. Zybura, 
Mason D. Phernetton, Faith Trax-
ler, Carter G. Fritz, Betsy N. Es-
trada-Pena, Bradley M. Sakrison, 
Isaac A. Scurlock, Lincoln N. Ol-
son, Lianna Asselin, Kellian M. 
Scheese, Monty S. Schmitz, Kai 
Ryan, Faith I. McCollum, Ella J. 
King, Andrey Pukhalsky, Mallory 
L. Kysar, Hailey M. Luff-Hodge, 
Matthew R. Matey and Jordin K. 
Stanley.

THE REFLECTOR

Ryan Cowl, the principal of 
CAM Academy middle and high 
schools, releases the following 
names of honor roll students who 
received a GPA of 3.5 or higher 
for the first semester. Students 
with 4.0 are followed by an as-
terisk. High school students who 
earn grades from classes at other 
schools, like the Running Start 
program through Clark College 
and the Skills Center program at 
Cascadia Tech Academy, are not 
included. See those respective 
schools’ honor roll postings.

CAM Academy  
Middle School 

Jaak I. Aho*, Serafina M. 
Aho*, Lauren H. Albers*, El-
liott J. Amundson*, Samuel 
W. Amundson*, Emily S. Bak-
er, Natalie C. Baker, Ariana E. 
Basova, Brooke Bice, Gabriel A. 
Blanton, Lily J. Blied*, Mae G. 
Borges, Megan M. Brinton*, Alec 
S. Butte, Antonia Call*, Gianna 
Call*, Gavin L. Carroll, Aiden 
R. Chmut, Lindee S. Christopher, 
Noah H. Colagross, Elyse M. 
Cowl*, Hadley E. Cox, Connor 
B. Crum*, Nikita Cusnir*, Max-
imilian D. Deisenhofer, Natalie 
Didyk, Timothy B. Didyk, Noor 
Fahmy, Cailin R. Fennell, Noah 
J. Flick, Brooklyn Fobi, Tristan 
W. Forest, Antonio J. Gahan, 
Ioana C. Gondor, Gabriella M. 
Goodrich, Jordan M. Gunderson, 
Caden P. Haapala*, Brooklyn P. 
Haden, Reese A. Haden, Raina 
Han*, Maye Hayslip, Artemio D. 
Hetman, Lauren G. Holmgren*, 
Beckett M. Ince, Kenna J. Jen-
kins*, Emelia J. Karbowicz*, Gra-
cie Katzer*, Sharan Kaur*, Ezra 
T. Kobylnik, David A. Kogan, 
Chayse L. Kopsho, Jesse Korote-

yev, Yana I. Koroteyev*, Arianna 
Kozelsky, Janiyah G. Kozelsky, 
Inessa R. Kutsar, Oliver B. Lance, 
Finnley A. Lightfoot, Peyton 
R. Lightfoot, Keagan N. Lock-
wood, Chelsea A. Long*, Hunter 
L. Lopez*, Marissa A. Loveall, 
Colton E. Ludin, Ethan A. Ly*, 
Terence A. Ly, Ketzaly D. Mar-
quez Garcia*, Karina T. Mellin, 
Raegan O. Muelheim, Brayden N. 
Muntiu-Pipa, Brianna Muntiu-Pi-
pa, Chance M. Murray, Esther J. 
Musgrave, Max O. Nelson, Mi-
cah T. Nelson*, Toby Nguyen*, 
Ascha L. Nielsen*, Kamille J. 
Ong*, Virginia V. Paso*, Kayden 
A. Phongsavat, Elina M. Pirolo, 
Ella A. Polovin, Arina Povazhn-
iuk, Camille R. Prather, Randall 
O. Prather, Moohaa D. Ragassa, 
Liam T. Raley*, Steven I. Reed, 
Anthony L. Rezunenko, Elliott 
E. Rogers, Anastasia Royenko*, 
Daniel Rozvodovskiy*, Krista S. 
Sarkinen*, Bethany Schoening*, 
Anjelina R. Shevchenko, Yana 
R. Shevchenko, Alisa Shishko, 
Benjamin Shulik*, Reed V. Sil-
bernagel*, Anna Slobodchikova*, 
Aleksandra Smirnova, Adelyn 
Smith, Emma G. Smith, Andrea 
G. Smith-Lee*, Nelli I. Sokolov*, 
Gavin R. Stewart*, Mina H. Synn, 
Avalyn M. Tanninen, Harlow J. 
Tanninen, Ryan D. Tapio, Jayden 
K. Thompson-Hartly, Elaina 
Thorsen*, Gemma M. Tichy, 

Kristina Tolmachev, Kathy A. 
Tolmacheva, August M. Wagner, 
Charles R. Whittingham, Saw-
yer R. Whittingham, Arianna 
Yarosh*, Isaac M. Yenderrozos*, 
Emilia Yukhimets and Natalie 
Zherebnenko.

CAM Academy  
High School 

Elinor D. Aho*, Caroline E. Al-
bers, Brooke M. Allen*, Jonas S. 
Allen*, Dominic T. Amundson*, 
Bryce E. Ashford, Elsa J. Bice*, 
Tim Y. Bliznyuk, Teagan K. 
Cabebe, Berina E. Cehajic, Ange-
line R. Christopher*, Timofey V. 
Chumak, Justin R. Clark, Jonah 
B. Colagross*, Katerina A. Dmi-
triyev, Jacob R. Dodge, Eve E. 
Dostal, Jenna Fahmy, Hana Feld-
heger*, Sola Feldheger*, Maya S. 
Ferraro, Nelly Gasporyan, Elina 
Y. Gershun, Sophie A. Gilliam, 
Allegra M. Goodrich, Lainey 
N. Haden, Mazzlyn J. Hanes*, 
Haley K. Hankel, Isaiah J. Har-
old*, Rheanne A. Harpe, Noah 
S. Hayes*, Jacob F. Hendrickson, 
Calvin J. Hubbard*, Carter C. 
Humphrey, Drake C. Humphrey*, 
Emersyn J. Ince, Nicholas W. Jo-
erin, Aleena Knight*, Krysten 
A. Kolodko, Ceana R. Kopsho, 
Nazarii Kozel, Abigail Kozlov, 
Vitaliy A. Kutsar, Ella N. Leinen-
bach, Sofia A. Lobanova, Evelyn 
A. Ly*, Naomy Malos, Karolyn 

D. Marquez Garcia*, Mareena L. 
Mazurkevich, Cloey L. McIsaac, 
Coleman H. Merle, Kaliann M. 
Newberry, Harmony N. Niel-
sen, Wyatt P. Nielsen, Maddox 
A. Noonan*, Jack C. Oien, John 
Kayser T. Ong*, Zoe K. Phed*, 
Genevieve M. Probst*, Ava K. 

Schoening*, Estelle Schoening, 
Matthew P. Sokolov, Ethan J. 
Tanksley*, Alyssa J. Tapio*, Evan 
J. Tapio*, Angelina A. Terekhin, 
Joseph Tolmachev*, Princess Ro-
lainne Trinidad, Alesya Voronov, 
Averyn J. Warnke, David D. Yan-
chuk and Kaytlin Zubrovych.

Praise & Worship
Local churches & religious events
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at 10:00 am
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All are welcome to join us in a contemporary 
worship service each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

1346 S 38th Court
Ridgefield, WA
360-910-2022

MESSIAH 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Messiah North meets indoors  
at Windy Hills Winery,  

1348 S. 38th Ct, Ridgefield.
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Bible-Based Teaching
God Focused Worship

Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM

687-7124
www.bgbaptist.com
1110 NW 6th Ave.

Battle Ground Baptist ChurchBattle Ground Baptist Church
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Answers on Page A3

To The Editor,

We look forward to The 
Reflector each week. 

The quality of reporting is 
solid. We may not agree with 
all the editorials or letters to 
the editor, but you do know 
the difference between fact 
and opinion.

Thanks!

Judy Z
Battle Ground, WA

The Reflector



COURTESY PHOTO

Alex Ford, a Prairie High School senior, won the state championship in 
his respective weight division at the Mat Classic in Tacoma.

COURTESY PHOTO

Elijah Cassidy from Union High School, left, and Gunnar Henderson from Battle Ground High School, right.
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Sports
Two Prairie High School wrestlers 
named state champs at Mat Classic 

SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com 

Two Prairie High School wres-
tlers were named state champions 
in their respective weight divi-
sions at the 2022 Mat Classic in 
Tacoma on Saturday, Feb. 19.

Alex Ford, a senior, and Faith 
Tarrant, a freshman, took first in 
the boys 3A 160-pound division 
and the girls 235-pound division, 
respectively. 

“I feel awesome,” said Coach 
Rob Smith about his grapplers’ 
accomplishments. “We haven’t 
had a boys (state) champion since 
Jay Rogers won it in 1987, and 
we’ve never had a girls champion, 
so Faith is the first.”

According to Smith, Tarrant 
pinned all of her opponents in the 
tournament and won an overtime 
match at the end. As for Ford, he 
went 5-1 in his final match. 

Prairie High School wrestlers 
Yana Paskar placed second in the 
girls 145-pound division, Kenne-
dy Wilcox (125) placed first, and 
Lucas Lyle (120) placed second. 
Smith said the three grapplers 
“battled through some pretty 
tough brackets and came out with 
a medal.”

He said that there were 15 stu-
dents from Prairie High School 
who qualified for the state tourna-
ment, with 11 boys and four girls. 
Multiple freshmen qualified for the 
Mat Classic finals, which Smith 
said he was proud of as well.

“(The wrestlers are) very hard 
working,” Smith said. “Very de-
termined and very focused on 
their goals. They put in the work 
and the time to perfect their skills 
so that they can place in the state 
tournament. They’re just good 
kids. I ask them to work and they 
work. They don’t argue with me, 
they know what they need to do, 
and they know what they want to 
get when they’re done.”

Since a number of younger 
wrestlers qualified for the state 
tournament, Smith has high expec-
tations for next year as 10 of the 15 
wrestlers are set to return next year. 

“I’m really looking forward to 
seeing an experienced team com-
ing back who know where they 
want to be and have goals to work 

every day to get to a state champi-
onship,” he said.

As for Battle Ground High 
School, senior Gunnar Hender-
son placed fist at the Mat Classic 
in the boys 4A 145-pound divi-
sion. Owen Wann, a junior, won a 
match but did not place in finals, 
while freshman Sonia Rogers 
made it to the state championship 
but did not make it to finals.

With how heavily COVID-19 
has impacted schools and sports, 
Battle Ground High School 
Coach Karl Johnson said they’re 
trying desperately to “rebuild.”

“During COVID, Battle 
Ground has been through a few 
coaches that left,” said Johnson. 

That was coupled up with “a 
weird spring season,” which was 
shut down for two weeks in De-
cember and required wrestlers to 
get tested three times a week. 

“It’s been a huge burden on the 
teams,” Johnson said. “Gunnar 

(Henderson) is one of the hard-
est-working wrestlers I’ve ever 
seen, but it’s been hard to get 
matches in front of him because 
of COVID.”

He also believes that the sport 
changes the kids beyond just 
learning to wrestle. It teaches 
them self-control, technique, and 
conditioning, among other things.

“To work so hard and then to 
lose, that’s hard. To work so hard 
and to win, and to overcome ad-
versity, these are huge life les-
sons,” Johnson said. “You can 
look at the greatest senators and 
people in corporate America, and 
they all wrestled. As a teacher, 
I’ve seen a lot of bad things hap-
pen, and I will tell you that my 
goal as a wrestling coach is to get 
the kids into something that will 
change their lives beyond win-
ning a match.”

Jackson, Jackson & Kurtz, Inc., P.S.
Attorneys at Law

704 E. Main St., Suite 102 (360) 687-7106
Battle Ground, WA 98604 jjk-law.com CH
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Estate Planning, Probate, 
Real Estate, Personal Injury 

and Criminal Law
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• Thorough Eye Exams For The Family

• Treatment of Eye Diseases

• Contact Lens Fitting Specialists

• Over 1200 Eyeglass Frames

• Non – Prescription & Prescription Sunglasses
including Maui Jim and Ray Ban

• Medicare Provider -  Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Kevin Watters  •  Dr. Cameron Horch  •  Dr. John Thompson 

Licensed Master Optician Mr. Andrew S. Bruce

Watters Vision Care, Inc.
Exceptional Caring For Your Eyes

Like us on FaceBook for  
Promotions and
Eye Care Tips

Serving The Battle Ground Area for over 20 Years
101 NW 12th Ave., Suite 101  •  Across from Fred Meyer in Battle Ground

Kids
Welcome!

Large selection
of 

Kids’ Frames

(360) 687-0755
www.wattersvisioncare.com

RESULTS FOR LOCAL ATHLETES  
AT THE 2022 MAT CLASSIC

Boys:

Battle Ground

Senior Gunnar Henderson 
(145): Fifth

Hockinson

Senior Cody Wheeler (195): 
Third

La Center

Senior Austin Mattson (160): 
Sixth

Junior Malachi Wallway (120): 
Third 

Junior Aidan Watson (113): 
Sixth

Prairie

Junior Alex Ford (160): First

                                                                                       

Senior Lucas Lyle (120): 
Seventh

Ridgefield

Junior Cota Stover (182):     
Sixth

Woodland

Junior Mason Rickard (126): 
Seventh

Girls:

Prairie

Senior Yana Paskar (145): 
Eighth

Freshman Faith Tarrant (235): 
First

Junior Kennedy Wilcox (125): 
Seventh

They’re just 
good kids. I ask 
them to work 

and they work. They 
don’t argue with me, 
they know what they 
need to do, and they 
know what they want 
to get when they’re 
done.”

— Rob Smith,
Prairie High School wrestling coach

SO CAN YOU.
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Lifestyles Calendar
Published as a public service and is free of charge

Submissions: 209 E Main St., Suite 139, Battle Ground, WA 98604
(360) 687-5151 • news@thereflector.com

Community Calendar
(Her)Story: Rebel Women 
of Clark County: Doors 
open at 5 p.m. and the event 
starts at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 3. Join the Clark 
County Historical Museum 
as April Buzby presents 
“(Her)Story: Rebel Women of 
Clark County,” which details 
the lives of Elizabeth Jane 
Herrington Irwin and Mary 
Ellen Bates, two women who 
served in WWI and WWII. 
General admission tickets 
are $5, while tickets for 
seniors and students are 
$4 and tickets for children 
under 18 are $3. The event is 
free for museum members, 
veterans, and active-duty 
military personnel. Guests 
are encouraged to arrive early 
since seating is limited. Proof 
of vaccination is required. The 
event will be held at the Clark 
County Historical Museum, 
1511 Main St., Vancouver. For 
more information, contact the 
museum at 360-993-5679 or 
outreach@cchmuseum.org. 

Daughters of the Pioneers 
meeting: 12:30 p.m. for 
optional social time, 1 p.m. 
for the meeting on Thursday, 
March 3. Join the Daughters 
of the Pioneers of Washington 
as member Louise Tucker 
presents “History Revealed.” 
The presentation will detail 
how the book, “Battle 
Ground… In and Around,” 
developed due to community 
engagement. The Daughters 
of the Pioneers meet on 
the first Thursday of most 
months at the Battle Ground 
Community Center, 912 E. 
Main St., Battle Ground. For 
more information, call Pepper 
Kim at 360-901-0176. 

Happy Hoppers beginner 
square dance lessons: 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 3 and Monday, March 
7. Join Happy Hoppers in 
square dancing lessons for 
beginners. Cost is $5 per 
person. Masks and proof 
of vaccination are required. 
Lessons will be held at 7701 
NE Ward Road, Vancouver. For 
more information, contact Gil 
Shoemaker at 360-450-7029 
or go online to HappyHoppers.
com. 

Used book sale: 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, March 5. 
The Battle Ground Community 
Library will host a “hallway 
sale” inside the south 
entrance at 1207 SE Eighth 
Way in Battle Ground. There 
will be a variety of books 
from nonfiction to children’s 
books. Hardbacks cost $1 and 
pocket books cost 50 cents. 
For more information, call 
360-906-5000.

Spring Scavenger History 
Hunt: Monday, March 7 
to Saturday, March 12. 
Join the Clark County 
Genealogical Society on a 
Spring Scavenger History 
Hunt, which celebrates the 
theme of “Governors from 
Founding Fathers to Baby 
Boomers.” Participants will 
be asked seven questions 
about governors from the 
United States or American 
colonies from the 16th to 
20th century. Players can 
also research answers with 
online resources. Five daily 
cash prizes will be given to 
adults and to students. Grand 
prizes will also be given to 
one adult and one student. To 
register, go to ccgs-wa.org. 
Participants are encouraged 
to donate $10, but it is not 
required. 

Genealogical Society family 
tree webinar: 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 9.  Join the Clark 
County Genealogical Society 
for the Legacy Family Tree 
Webinar, “Hidden Treasures: 
Discovering Local Sources 
in your Irish Research.” 
At the event, Irish family 
researchers will show how 
to examine records for 
genealogical research using 
street directories, cemetery 
registers, maps, and more. 

For more information, go to 
ccgs-wa.org. 

Running Start information 
night: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 10. The 
Running Start program 
allows eligible juniors and 
seniors to earn credits at 
Clark College while fulfilling 
their high school graduation 
requirements. For more 
information, call 360-992-
2078 or go online to clark.
edu/runningstart. 

Genealogical Society family 
tree webinar: 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 
16. Join the Clark County 
Genealogical Society for the 
Legacy Family Tree Webinar, 
“Try to Stump Professional 
Genealogist Craig Scott,” 
where participants can 
ask questions to test his 
genealogical and historical 
knowledge. Questions must 
be submitted in advance to 
geogg@legacyfamilytree.
com prior to the event. Non-
members are welcome too. 
It will be held both online at 
ccgs-wa.org and in-person at 
3205 NE 52nd St., Vancouver. 
In-person attendees must 
wear masks. For more 
information, go to ccgs-wa.
org. 

Genealogical Society family 
tree webinar: 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 23. Join the Clark 
County Genealogical Society 
for the Legacy Family Tree 
Webinar, “Get ‘Grammin’ 
Your Family History,” where 
participants can learn how 
to use Instagram to research 
their family history. It will be 
held both online at ccgs-wa.
org and in-person at 3205 NE 
52nd St., Vancouver. In-person 
attendees must wear masks. 
For more information, go to 
ccgs-wa.org. 

North Clark Historical 
Museum annual quilt show: 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 26, and noon to 4 
p.m. on Sunday, March 27. 
The North Clark Historical 
Museum will host its annual 
quilt show at the museum 
located at 21416 NE 399th St., 
Amboy. For more information, 
call 360-247-5800 or email 
museumnch88@gmail.com. 

Genealogical Society family 
tree webinar: 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 
30. Join the Clark County 
Genealogical Society for the 
Legacy Family Tree Webinar, 
“Family Stories in 30 Minutes 
or Less,” where participants 
can learn three different 
story projects that take less 
than 30 minutes, helping 
to strengthen family bonds 
across generations. Non-
members are welcome. It will 
be held both online at ccgs-wa.
org and in-person at 3205 NE 
52nd St., Vancouver. In-person 
attendees must wear masks. 
For more information, go to 
ccgs-wa.org. 

La Center kindergarten 
registration: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on weekdays at the La Center 
Elementary School office, 700 
E. Fourth St., La Center or 
online at LaCenterSchools.
org. Kindergarten for La 
Center children starts on 
April 11. Parents are strongly 
encouraged to register 
beforehand. Children must 
turn 5 years old on or before 
Aug. 31. Parents must 
bring a copy of their child’s 
immunization record and birth 
certificate. Kindy Club Nights 
will also be hosted from 5 to 
6 p.m. on Thursday, April 21 
and May 19 in the La Center 
Elementary School cafeteria. 
The events help prepare 
incoming students.

Happy Hoppers beginner 
square dance lessons: 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. on Monday, April 
25. Join Happy Hoppers in 
square dancing lessons for 
beginners. Cost is $5 per 
person. Masks and proof 
of vaccination are required. 
Lessons will be held at 7701 
NE Ward Road, Vancouver. For 
more information, contact Gil 

Shoemaker at 360-450-7029 
or go to HappyHoppers.com. 

Toastmaster meetings: 7 
p.m. every Tuesday online. 
Toastmasters holds meetings 
for people who want to 
improve their communication 
skills for business or career 
development. Meetings 
are on Zoom. Use meeting 
ID number 88000718444. 
Participants can login five to 
10 minutes early to chat. More 
information can be found 
online at egtm.org. 

Battle Ground Rotary Club 
meeting: 5:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday at 715 E. Main St. 
in Battle Ground.

Take off Pounds Sensibly 
(TOPS): 11:30 a.m. every 
Thursday at Battle Ground 
Elks Lodge, 907 SE Grace 
Ave., Battle Ground. The 
meeting starts with a 
weigh-in. If you want to 
lose weight sensibly, TOPS 
has you covered. For more 
information, call Donna Brown 
at 562-355-0950. 

Columbia River Square 
Dancers: Lessons 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Sundays, dances at 7 p.m. 
for plus level and 8 to 9:45 
p.m. for mainstream level on 
the first and third Friday of 
each month. Lessons and 
dances are held at 17901 NE 
72nd Ave., Battle Ground. Cost 
is $7 per dancer. For more 
information, contact Dale 
Smith at 360-606-8849. 

Silver & Fit virtual fitness 
classes for seniors: 10 a.m. 
every weekday. Join Silver 
& Fit for free fitness classes 
for seniors. Monday is low 
impact cardio, Tuesday is 
easygoing yoga, Wednesday 
is body weight exercises, 
Thursday is balance and 
flexibility, and Friday is a mixer 

of favorite exercises of the 
week. To find classes, visit 
facebook.com/SilverandFit. 
For more information, call 
877-427-4788 or email 
silverandfitonfacebook@ashn.
com. 

HOPE Dementia Support 
Group: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
and 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. every 
weekday. Join HOPE in a 
support group for individuals 
caring for people with all types 
of dementia. To register and 
receive the Zoom link, call 

360-513-5754 or email classy.
camper@gmail.com. 

Virtual Professional 
Connections weekly 
meeting: 11:45 a.m. every 
Monday. Come meet like-
minded professionals and 
network with others in 
your field. To join, go to 
zoom.com, click on Join a 
Meeting, enter 8092456202, 
and enter password 
311397 (if applicable). For 
more information, call 
503-348-5330.
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McFarlane’s Bark

McFarlane’s

Visit us at our two locations
13345 SE Johnson Rd.

Milwaukie, OR
503-659-4240

8806 NE 117th Ave.
Vancouver, WA

360-892-6125
www.McFarlanesBark.com

BARK & ROCK PRODUCTS • COMPO-STUFF • YARD DEBRIS & WOOD WASTE RECYCLING

Yard Debris &  
Dirt Recycling

CCB# MCFARB1903N5 GENERAL

$300 off

Customer Zip Code:__________   Coupon Code #1999 Expires: 12/31/21

Very few people have beautiful smiles naturally, and teeth 

that looked whiter during youth can appear increasingly 

worn and discolored as the years pass by. It is hardly 

surprising, as each day teeth are exposed to extreme 

temperature changes, are frequently bathed in acid and 

are placed under tremendous pressure when biting and 

chewing food. 

Luckily, high-quality custom dentistry can comfortably 

restore smiles and self-confidence as one patient who 

visited Dr. Low recently discovered. 

Ed Chandler trusted Dr. Low of Above & Beyond Dentistry 

to care for his dental health, having read only positive 

things about the practice. When visiting for the first time, 

Ed immediately felt at home. He explains, “Lisa is a really 

great first point of contact, and from there my experience 

just got better. Dr. Low and his team put me at ease right 

away. I felt good about my decision to move forward with 

the work I needed done.”

Before visiting Above & Beyond Dentistry, Ed feared the dentist 

having had a horrible childhood experience. Now, he is a regular 

patient and thoroughly recommends Dr. Low to anyone asking for 

a new dentist. Ed especially appreciates that Dr. Low always 

explains what is going on in layman’s terms and provides the very 

best custom dental solutions. After finishing treatment, Ed feels 

100% more confident, saying, “It makes me feel good to smile for 

pictures and any time I want.”

Dr. Low is an experienced dentist who always goes that extra mile 

to provide custom solutions for his patients and which include the 

very latest restorative and implant dentistry treatments. Every 

smile is individually designed to suit the patient’s facial anatomy 

and goals. He uses the highest quality materials and advanced 

digital technology, ensuring patients like Ed receive healthy, 

attractive smiles that last longer.

The Reflector

Reader’s Choice

IT'S TIME TO FEEL MORE 

 IN YOUR 

CONFIDENT

SMILE!

Above & Beyond 
Dentistry is a place 

where you can feel at 
ease as soon as you 

walk in the door.

WWW.ABOVEBEYONDDENTISTRY.COM
1908 NW 1ST WAY, STE 105 BATTLE GROUND, WA 98604

(360) 687-0909

USING CUSTOM DENTAL SOLUTIONS 

TO CREATE BEAUTIFUL SMILES

FOR A NEW & AMAZING SMILE CALL US TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR SMILE CONSULTATION.
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We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.comWe are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com

We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com

We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com

We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com

We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com
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THE BATMAN (PG13)
Matt Reeves’ “The Batman,” 
starring Robert Pattinson in 
the dual role of Gotham City’s 
vigilante detective and his alter 
ego, reclusive billionaire Bruce 
Wayne.

UNCHARTED (PG13)
Street-smart thief Nathan Drake  
is recruited by seasoned treasure 
hunter Victor “Sully” Sullivan to 
recover a fortune lost by Ferdinand 
Magellan 500 years ago.

DOG (PG13)
Two former Army Rangers are 
paired against their will on the road 
trip of a lifetime. Briggs and Lulu  
race down the Pacific Coast to a 

fellow soldier’s funeral on time.

DEATH ON THE NILE (PG13)
Hercule Poirot enjoys a luxurious 
cruise down the Nile, a newlywed 
heiress is found murdered on 
board. Can Poirot identify the killer 
before the ship reaches the end of 
its journey?

SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY HOME (PG13)
Peter Parker is unmasked and no 
longer able to separate his normal 
life from the high-stakes of being a 
super-hero. When he asks for help 
from Doctor Strange the stakes 
become even more dangerous, 
forcing him to discover what it truly 
means to be Spider-Man.
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BY CHAD TAYLOR 

An unfortunate theme developed in Olympia 
over the past decade. The theme is “we know 
better than you.” The theme presented itself 
recently in a marathon floor session in the 
state House of Representatives. I am proud 
to say our legislative delegation represented 
our community very well during the more than 
nine hours of debate that began at 9 p.m. on 
a Monday (Valentine’s Day) and ended at 6:30 
a.m. on Tuesday.

Let me help put the theme in perspective.

In 2016, Washington voters overwhelmingly 
rejected Initiative 732. The initiative, rejected 
by almost 60% of the voters, tried to impose 
a carbon emission tax on the sale and use of 
certain fossil fuels and fossil fuel generated 
electricity.  The public overwhelmingly, and 
rightfully, saw this policy as a punishing job 
killer.

Only two years later, Washington voters 
overwhelmingly rejected Initiative 1631. The 
initiative, the Protect Washington Act, failed 
with over 56% of voters rejecting pollution 
fees on sources of greenhouse gas pollutants. 
It would have used the revenue to reduce 
pollution, promote clean energy and address 
climate impacts, under oversight of a public 
board.

Instead of listening to the voters, over the 
past two years the governor and Democratic 
majorities in the Legislature passed cap 
and trade (Senate Bill 5126), low carbon fuel 
standards (House Bill 1091) and a plethora 
of extreme environmental legislation to the 
detriment of the construction industry and 
trades workers.

In 2019, Washington voters overwhelmingly 
opposed House Bill 1087, creating a long-
term care payroll tax program. Almost 63% 
of voters wanted the law repealed. Instead, 
the governor and Democratic majorities in 
the Legislature delayed the implementation 
rather than hearing, and passing, Rep. Peter 
Abbarno’s HB 1594 to repeal the insolvent 
payroll tax program as the voters wanted.

Since 1932, Washington voters have 10 times 
rejected the opportunity to impose an income 
tax, and more than 20 local governments 

have already passed restrictions on such a 
tax. Regardless, last year the governor and 
Democratic majorities in the Legislature 
passed SB 5096, an income tax on capital 
gains. The law is being challenged in court. 
This year, SB 5554 was passed by Democratic 
leaders in the Senate. It would allow for local 
income taxes.

I could go on for nine and a half hours and 
describe examples just like our legislators did 
last week.

This past week, the House debated HB 1837 
for nine and a half hours in the House. What 
could be so important as to debate a bill for 
nine and a half hours in the dead of night and 
early hours of the morning? If you listened 
to all or part of the debate, Abbarno said it is 
about you.

In 2003, Washington voters passed Initiative 
841 by more than 53%. I-841 repealed 
sweeping state ergonomics regulations 
and directed the Department of Labor and 
Industries (L&I) to not adopt new ergonomics 
regulations unless a uniform federal standard 
is required.

The cost of those new regulations would 
cost businesses over $700 million — and 
that was in 2003. And, as the state supreme 
court stated in a lawsuit following the 
initiative, “nothing in I-841 suggests that L&I 
is stripped of its general regulatory authority 
to address serious or deadly ergonomics-
related workplace hazards” under state law. 
Therefore, the overregulation found in HB 
1837 (passed 50-48) is also unnecessary.

Why would we want the Legislature to pass 
unnecessary regulations that will cost our 
community jobs? We wouldn’t.

Regardless of your position on specific 
policies, we should all agree the governor and 
current legislative majorities are not listening 
to the will of the people. People feel ignored 
and there is evidence to support that feeling. 
We can only hope that next year brings more 
balance to the Legislature and checks on the 
executive branch.

•••

Chad Taylor is publisher and owner of The 
Reflector and CT Publishing. He can be 
reached at chad@chronline.com.

An unfortunate 
theme: ‘We know 
better than you’

People have the  
right to choose  
what they inject  
into their bodies

Recently, on Jan. 13, the Supreme 
Court of the United States issued 
its decision about the ability of the 
federal government to mandate 
vaccinations for approximately 84 
million Americans (National Feder-
ation of Independent Business ver-
sus Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration). The decision was 
to not allow the federal govern-
ment to do this. This effort to force 
people’s compliance was deemed 
unlawful and that OSHA exceeded 
its authority to demand it. 

Gov. Jay Inslee placed similar 
mandates into play in Washington 
state. He did this knowing the vac-
cination mandate lawsuit trying 
to stop this action was winding 
its way through the federal court 
system. He did not wait to find 
out if his actions were going to 
be upheld by the courts. He put it 
in place and enforced it with the 
ultimate punishment being loss of 
your job and livelihood. 

The Supreme Court decision 
makes it clear that his actions 
are not lawful and that he has 
exceeded his authority to imple-
ment them. 

This decision upholds our free-
dom of choice, and our right to 
decide, as individuals, what course 
our medical care and treatment 
takes. It also is a clear message to 
Inslee that he must reverse his vac-
cination mandate. 

Not only must Inslee reverse 
his vaccination mandate, he must 
rehire state employees that he has 
caused to be fired, and compen-
sate them for any and all losses 
that they have incurred because 
of their dismissal. I am not 
“heartless” nor am I “biologically 
ignorant” as Inslee has previously 
called people that do not agree 
with his abuse of governmental 
power to demand vaccinations. 

Finally, people have the right to 
choose what they have injected 
into their bodies and that right 
needs to be respected by everyone. 
Inslee has taken away that right. 
His responsibility is to restore it 
and to make whole anyone who 
was damaged by his unlawful 
mandate. 

James Tejcka, 
Woodland

I shake my head 
at the quantity of 
roadside litter

I moved to Clark County about 
five years ago and I have adored 
living in this beautiful part of the 
country. What I cannot compre-
hend, though, is how a beautiful, 
idyllic setting can be so incredibly 
poisoned by litter. Having lived in 
six different states, I can say I have 
never experienced litter on the scale 
that I have seen in Clark County. 
Driving along state Route 503, north 
of Battle Ground, each day to work, 
I shake my head at the quantity of 
roadside litter in a rural area. 

When I get exceptionally disgust-
ed, I find a sunny afternoon, don 
my high-visibility vest, and get to 
work with my picker and trash bag. 

I have witnessed a handful of other 
average citizens doing the same and 
I can only assume that they are as 
disgusted as I am. Unfortunately, 
the trash reappears within just a few 
days. On a few occasions, I’ve tried 
discussing the problem with neigh-
bors and local business owners, but 
commonly hear the excuse “it’s the 
Portland city people.” I laugh at this, 
because I am fairly certain no one 
drives to Fargher Lake from Port-
land just to toss their Copenhagen 
tins and Bang energy drink cans out 
of the window. Sadly, it is likely it is 
our own local citizens, who clearly 
were taught no manners or sense 
of pride in their local community. 
Not only is the garbage unsightly, it 
is dangerous to our environment. 
Microplastic clogs our waterways, 
endangering wildlife and even 
causes minor flooding since the 
road culverts are literally plugged 
with trash. I hope any parents who 
read this will teach and model good 
behavior for their children and pre-
vent future generations of litterers. 

I would like to encourage my local 
community to get inspired to help 
out as well. I hope that if enough of 
us don our bright vests and wield 
our pickers, it will send a subtle 
message to the litterbugs that when 
you toss your Taco Bell cup out the 
window, it’s your neighbor who has 
to pick it up. Local restaurants and 
convenience stores should also take 
ownership and help send a mes-
sage, as their products contribute 
significantly to the trash. If there 
are any local businesses interested 
in donating trash bags, pickers or 
high-visability vests, or willing to 
accept roadside garbage in their 
dumpsters, or citizens willing to 
host or coordinate a clean-up, please 
email me at clarkcountywatrash-
force@gmail.com.

Camille Stephens, 
Battle Ground

Let’s urge the state’s 
legislators to make 
changes in the 
current session

We have had enough. As founders 
of a new grassroots organization in 
Clark County, we are appalled by 
the recent spike in property crime. 
It has turned our homes, driveways, 
garages, and shops into targets for 
brazen criminals. 

We have had it with thefts of 
catalytic converters and of our cars. 
These crimes put our families in 
danger, cost businesses, and destroy 
our sense of well-being.

Every day, we hear that our 
neighbors have witnessed shoplifters 
calmly exiting stores with stolen 
goods, while we lawfully pay high 
prices. When our kids see this brazen 
disregard for the law, what message 
does that send them? 

We are taking action against this 
collapse in respect for the law. The 
status quo — in which state laws 
protect criminals but leave victims of 
crime unprotected — is dangerous. 
These criminals carry knives and 
guns and are mercilessly opportu-
nistic. Innocent victims have already 
died. 

We are now reaching out through-
out our region because we know we 
are not alone in our concerns. We 
must unite now to rescue our lawful 
society.

Our organization is called Clark 
County Public Safety Alliance. The 
alliance’s Facebook page can be 
found at facebook.com/ccpublicsafe 
tyalliance. There, we provide statis-
tics establishing that property crime 
has risen. As of 2020, Washington 
had the fourth highest property 
crime rate in the U.S., but statistics 
alone cannot explain the growing 
empowerment of the criminals in 
our once-peaceful neighborhoods. 

Our town hall on Jan. 12 aimed 
to get answers. It drew 300 partic-
ipants to Zoom including over 20 
Vancouver businesses and dozens of 
concerned individuals. The Van-
couver Downtown Association, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Building 
Industry Association, and the Clark 
County Realtor Association were 
represented. 

First, Jill Brown, widow of slain 
Clark County Sheriff’s Detective 
Jeremy Brown and now full-time ad-
vocate for public safety, spoke softly 
but with unique authority about the 
role HB 1310, a 2021 bill restricting 
probable cause, played into her hus-
band’s death at the hands of known 

criminals. “If the car had been pulled 
over … the guns would likely have 
been retrieved … and my husband 
would still be here with us today.”

We then sought advice from Clark 
County Sheriff Chuck Atkins, Van-
couver Police Chief James McElvain, 
and Prosecutor Tony Golik, among 
others. Our state legislators of both 
parties commented.

We learned that our aging jail is 
severely inadequate, leading to many 
criminals avoiding incarceration. 
But even more important, we learned 
that our county and state have the 
lowest levels of law enforcement 
staffing in the U.S., and that, despite 
signing bonuses as high as $25,000, 
recruitment and retention are 
lagging. 

At the issue’s heart is recent state 
legislation — as many as a dozen 
bills — that restrict law enforcement 
from taking effective actions to stop 
and punish criminal behavior. The 
criminals have caught on. 

The free-for-all must end. Our 
cities must cite criminals for misde-
meanors and hold them accountable 
for their actions. 

Legislative rebalancing is now be-
ing discussed in Olympia. According 
to the Washington Association of 
Sheriffs spokesman Steven Strachan, 
the requirements of reform must 
be, first, “a definition of use of force 
which is usable and clear; second, al-
lowing for reasonable suspicion and 
investigative detentions; and, third, 
a ‘balancing test’ that while still re-
stricting pursuits,” also provides for a 
rare needed pursuit.  

“Currently, the blanket prohibition 
on pursuits is sending the message 
that leads to brazen contempt for the 
law,” writes Strachan. 

Law enforcement officers are also 
concerned about decertification 
while performing their jobs.

On Feb. 8, Strachan reported that 
“three bills we support, SB 5919, HB 
2037, and HB 1788 were all passed 
out of committee.” It’s a good start.

Let’s all urge the state’s legislators 
to make these changes in the current 
session.  

Michele Rudi and Ann  
Donnelly, founders of Clark 

County Public Safety Alliance,
Vancouver  

Chad Taylor 
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Our newest location in Woodland is now open! 
Come in and see us, and let's get you on the 

path of debt-free homeownership!
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Kraft said that bill was a 
“weak, watered-down” version 
of what she and others have pro-
posed.

“(The bill) pretty much doesn’t 
really change things,” Kraft said.

Kraft spoke at length about 
efforts to support “election integ-
rity” following the 2020 election. 
She said it began with concerns 
about Franklin County which 
used Dominion Voting Systems, 
a company that has brought def-
amation lawsuits against news or-
ganizations for alleging the com-
pany rigged the 2020 election. 
She said she asked then-Wash-
ington Secretary of State Kim 
Wyman how her office validated 
those systems in the county and 
received no response.

Kraft said she introduced a 

bill this year focused on “proper, 
comprehensive audits” of election 
systems that would involve the 
state auditor in the election pro-
cess, as well as create an elections 
auditing board.

“Everybody needs to know 
that if you are legal to vote … 
then your voice and your vote 
should be properly counted,” 
Kraft said.

Kraft noted nothing about 
election auditing from Republi-
cans is moving along this session.

Kraft addressed statements 
from Inslee in January where 
he said he’d support legislation 
making it illegal for public offi-
cials and candidates to knowingly 
make false statements and claims 
regarding the election process or 
results of elections.

“They are very well aware that 
there are problems in this state, in 
my opinion. Clearly they are not 
going to acknowledge it,” Kraft 

said. 
She felt the pressure from 

those questioning election integ-
rity led the governor to back the 
legislation, which did not make it 
through the Senate before the ses-
sion cutoff.

Kraft mentioned she attended 
the “Cyber Symposium” in Au-
gust, which was hosted by MyP-
illow CEO Mike Lindell. It was 
billed as an event to release “irre-
futable” proof that the 2020 elec-
tion was rigged against Donald 
Trump. The event has received 
criticism for not delivering its al-
leged proof. 

Kraft said her trip was ap-
proved by the Democratic House 
majority and cost $1,600 from the 
state. She said she wanted to at-
tend to “learn more, get a compre-
hensive snapshot of what Arizona 
was doing with their reform ef-
forts and audit efforts, meet other 
legislators who were working on 

this issue and find out some best 
practices.”

Kraft said it was a “worth-
while investment” as her election 
integrity bill resulted from the ex-
perience. She acknowledged the 
bill will not move on this session, 
but felt momentum is building.

“The more we continue the 
pressure at the local levels … that 
is going to build a great pathway 
as we move ahead,” Kraft said.

Kraft’s stance on elections did 
not sit well with the final caller of 
the night, identified only as Chris. 
He blasted the representative as 
he said Kraft didn’t seem to be 
acting “in any kind of good faith” 
with her push on election integri-
ty.

“I see you as an insurrection-
ist sympathizer, an election fraud 
fraudster and a conspiracy theory 
spreader,” Chris said. 

He added using taxpayer mon-
ey to attend the symposium trip 

brought into question her being a 
fiscal conservative.

“Washington’s election was 
secure, and nobody, even you, has 
any evidence to the contrary,” he 
said.

Kraft rebutted his statement 
by saying none of the interactions 
she had with Wyman addressed 
the elections accountability issue.

“The bottom line is whether 
you’re a Democrat or you’re a Re-
publican or you’re an independent 
… would not we want to make 
sure that the processes are work-
ing as they should, and I would 
argue there should be no prob-
lem with that,” Kraft said. “The 
fact that the governor threatened 
a gross misdemeanor to silence 
people like me and others, be-
tween that and Kim Wyman go-
ing off to work for Joe Biden … 
I think we have some real prob-
lems.”

Kraft
Continued from page A1

“The simple math shows 
that our community desperate-
ly needs additional classroom 
space to support the students 
who already live here,” the let-
ter read.

If the bond fails again, the 
district “will have no choice but 
to make some tough and painful 
decisions moving forward,” the 
letter read.

Though nothing is deter-
mined, redrawing school bound-
aries or moving fifth-grade stu-
dents back to elementary schools 
are possibilities, according to the 
board, which would result in stu-
dents attending a different school. 
Student performance and athletic 
spaces may also have to be con-
verted into classroom space.

“To reiterate, these are not 
options that we favor implement-
ing. It is simply the stark reality 
that we are facing as our enroll-

ment swells and our classroom 
capacities remain unchanged,” 
the letter read.

The board said its members 
regularly receive emails about a 
number of issues that aren’t relat-
ed to the district’s overcrowding.

“Nearly all of the emails end 
with the comment that if the 
board doesn’t do what the person 
wants them to do, they will not 
ever vote for a school construc-
tion bond again,” the letter read. 
“Unfortunately, this is the very 
definition of what it means to 
‘cut off your nose to spite your 
face.’”

Acknowledging the district 
will address other issues it faces, 
overcrowding will continue un-
less new buildings are construct-
ed, the board wrote.

“While there are no simple or 
perfect solutions to the district’s 
growing pains, we believe that 
building new schools is the best 
path forward for students, fami-
lies, and the Ridgefield commu-
nity as a whole,” the letter read.

Bond
Continued from page A1 Battle Ground writer to participate 

in Oregon-based writers celebration
THE REFLECTOR

Battle Ground writer Scott 
T. Starbuck will read his poem 
“Slim’s Tree” at the Cannon 
Beach Library’s Writers Read 
Celebration at 7 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 5. 

Starbuck will be among 
10 other writers, who will 
present pieces regarding the 
theme of recovery, stated a 
news release.  The release 
stated “recovery” can mean 
anything from recovering 
from COVID-19, to finding a 
path after being lost on a trail, 
or tending to a sick bird.

Although the event will be 
on Facebook Live, viewers 
can access the program online 
at cannonbeachlibrary.org by 
clicking the banner at the top 

of the page. 
In the previous celebration, 

the event reached more than 
1,300 viewers, according to the 
release.  It will be the fourth 
year the Cannon Beach Library 
will host the celebration. There 
will be a variety of pieces from 
poems and essays, to a rap and 
“shuffle” poem, the release 
stated.

The 16 pieces will be judged 
by a panel of five judges who 
will not know who wrote each 
piece. The writers who will 
read their works are:

• Scott T. Starbuck, Battle 
Ground: poem “Slim’s Tree”

• Bill Graffius, Gearhart: 
poems “The Cyborg Gardener” 
and “Deciding Factor”

• Steven Mayer, Cannon 
Beach: essay “On Recovery”

• Phyllis Mannan, Manzanita: 
story “Holes” and poem “Poem 
with a Line from Lao Tzu”

• John Ciminello, Naselle: 
poems “The Douser” and 
“Back to the Beginning”

• Karen Keltz, Tillamook: 
poems “Another Kind of Resil-
ience” and “Realm of Possibil-
ity”

• Emily Ransdell, Camas: 
poems “Consider the Blackber-
ry” and “Our Pandemic Year”

• Jennifer Nightingale, 
Astoria: poem “Everything 
Changed”

• Kristen Nekovar, Astoria: 
rap poem “Pill Bug”

• L. Swartz, Wheeler: shuf-
fle poem “Hunger, edges, fall-
ing”

• Adria Bagadnani, Manza-
nita: poem “Bird”
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A map from Clark County Public 
Health shows areas by ZIP 

code where confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 have been tested. The 
rates per 100,000 of population 

in each ZIP code are shown by 
progressively deeper shades of 

color for a greater case rate.

GRAPH COURTESY OF CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A graph shows the rate of COVID-19 cases per 100,000 of Clark County population in the prior 14 days.

Clark County COVID-19 case 
rate drops back into triple digits
THE REFLECTOR

The number of recent 
COVID-19 cases in Clark Coun-
ty dipped to levels below the 
second-highest peak that was 
reached in September as of the 
latest health department report.

Clark County Public Health’s 
Feb. 24 report showed 527.4 
COVID-19 cases per 100,000 
population over 14 days, down 
from 1,017 reported the week 
prior. The rate was the fourth 
week of decline and the first 
time it has been in the triple dig-
its since Jan. 6.

The latest rate is about one-
fifth of the all-time high rate of 
2,549.1 per 100,000 reported on 
Jan. 27.

The seven-day case count 
also saw a decline, as the health 
department reported 605 new 
cases between Feb. 17 and Feb. 
24, compared to 2,219 reported 
between Feb. 10 and Feb. 17.

The update on Feb. 24 includ-
ed 52 cases that were initially 
reported as probable based on 
antigen testing, but were re-
moved from that tally into the 
confirmed cases category. In 
the update, Clark County Pub-
lic Health explained the people 
originally tested positive based 
on an antigen test and later re-
ceived a positive result with a 
PCR test.

In total, there have been 
69,375 confirmed and 14,241 
probable cases in Clark Coun-
ty since the outbreak began. As 
of Feb. 24, Clark County Pub-
lic Health reported 1,083 active 
cases, which are ones still in the 
isolation period. Active cases 
were about 54% lower than the 
previous week.

Clark County Public Health’s 
Feb. 24 report tallied five con-
firmed COVID-19 deaths, lower 
than the 11 confirmed deaths 
reported on Feb. 17. The health 
department also reported five 
deaths suspected to be due to 
the disease, lower than the seven 
reported the week prior.

The additional confirmed 
deaths included two men older 
than 80, a man in his 50s, and 
two women older than 80. The 
suspected deaths were three 
women older than 80, a woman 
in her 60s and a woman in her 
30s.

The additional deaths put 
Clark County’s total at 740, 
including 666 confirmed 
COVID-19 deaths and 74 sus-
pected to be due to the disease.

The number of COVID-19 
patients occupying hospital 
beds in Clark County saw a de-
crease in the latest report. As 
of Feb. 24, 13.9% of beds had 
either patients with confirmed 
COVID-19 or patients awaiting 
test results, down from 26.8% 
last week. COVID-19 patients 
occupied 6.7% of intensive care 
unit (ICU) beds in the coun-
ty, significantly lower than the 
26.9% reported the week prior.

New COVID-19 hospital ad-
missions decreased as Clark 
County Public Health reported 
18.4 admissions per 100,000 
population in the past seven 
days, down from 24 per 100,000 
the week prior. 

Total hospital bed occu-
pancy in the county increased 
while the number of patients in 
the ICU dropped as of Feb. 24. 
The health department report-
ed 97.8% of hospital beds and 
93.3% of ICU beds were occu-

pied in the county, compared to 
97% and 96.2%, respectively on 
Feb. 17.

Clark County’s statewide 
share of confirmed COVID-19 
cases and deaths stayed about 
the same as of Feb. 24. The 
Washington State Department 
of Health reported the county 
had about 5.9% of cases and 
6.3% of deaths.
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Washington State Horse Expo returns to       
Clark County Event Center March 4-6

The 11th annual Washington 
State Horse Expo is scheduled for 
the Clark County Event Center on 
March 4-6.

The expo is one of the top 
equine events in the Northwest 
and attracts horse enthusiasts 
from all over the Western United 
States. The Horse Expo features 
national experts, first-class enter-
tainment, premier vendors, plenty 
of shopping, and kid-friendly ac-
tivities. 

Meet the clinicians 
featured at this year’s 

Horse Expo:
Nationally ranked clinicians 

will present live demonstrations 
and host seminars. 

Richard Winters: For almost 
four decades, Richard Winters 
has been pursuing and perfecting 
the art of horsemanship. Among 
his many accolades, Winters 
won the NRCHA World Cham-
pionship in 2005 and took top 
honors at the Road to the Horse 
Colt Starting Championship in 
2009. In 2017, Winters accepted 
the invitation to be the “director 
of horse program” at the historic 
and prestigious Thacher School in 
Ojai, California where he served 
as the horse program director for 
two years.

Megan Pugh: Megan Pugh 
began riding seriously at the age 
of 12 and has since trained with 
and ridden under the direction of 
Conrad Schumacher, Lilo Fore, 
Debbie McDonald, Carrie Har-
nden, Sue Curry, Reta Conner, 
Christophe Theallet and Alfre-
do Hernandez. Pugh has ridden 
dressage from training through to 
Grand-Prix. She is also a trainer 
and teacher, who has completed 
the USDF L program and is con-

tinuing and pursuing the judging 
ladder. She is the founder of Turn-
ing Point Equestrian, a successful 
training and lesson program. 

Steve Rother:  Steve Rother is 
one of the country’s top horseman-
ship clinicians. Rother has traveled 
across the country over the span of 
decades building his knowledge of 
horses and finding ways to impart 
that wisdom to the hundreds of 
people who look to him for guid-
ance each year. Rother has created 
many horsemanship programs that 
help any horse and rider build their 
confidence together. His Excel 
with Horses program has helped 
people create stronger relationships 
with their horses and gives people 
the tools they need to work through 
any problem they may encounter. 

Robert Eversole: Internation-
ally recognized clinician, keynote 
speaker, riding instructor, and au-
thor of the best-selling book “The 
ABCs of Trail Riding and Horse 
Camping,” Robert Eversole coach-
es horse owners of every experi-
ence level on how to enjoy trail 
riding and camping with equines. 
Known as “the TrailMeister,” 
Eversole’s passion is providing ed-
ucational and entertaining clinics 
to help horse owners move past 
their fears and on to their ambi-
tions and dreams of trail riding and 
horse camping. TrailMeister clin-
ics are filled with practical, work-
able information that every rider 
and camper can use. 

Caeli Cavanagh: Caeli Cava-
nagh’s love of liberty work started 
with the North American Apas-
sionata tour, where she performed 
with Icelandic horses and loved to 
watch the liberty teams in the show. 
Upon returning home, Cavanagh 
developed her own style and tech-
niques of liberty training based on 

equine learning theory and behav-
ior. She has performed in various 
exhibitions across the United States 
and has been a featured performer 
at large expos in Iceland. In her rid-
ing career, Cavanagh was the third 
American to attend Holar Universi-
ty College’s bachelor’s degree pro-
gram in riding and riding instruc-
tion, as well as one of only three 
Americans with a Level 3 Interna-
tional Training and Teaching Certi-
fication from FEIF, the internation-
al Icelandic Horse association.

Other entertainment: 
On March 5, spectators will be 

treated to performances during 
the 2022 Saturday Night Extrav-
aganza featuring the clinicians 
and special guests at 7 p.m. in the 
Exhibition Hall. Seating opens 
at 6 p.m. Admission requires a 
separate ticket in order to see the 
Extravaganza. They can be pur-
chased online at clarkcoeventcen 
ter.com.

Jessica Abatie will be at the 
show. Abatie has worked with 
some of the best in the business 
in several areas of horsemanship 
and has recognized the impor-
tance of timing not only in start-
ing colts, but to liberty and timed 
events as well. Some of Abatie’s 
top achievements have led her to 
the top in Western Horseman of 
Oregon, extreme cowboy racing, 
makeover competitions, barrel 
races and Omoksee’s, where she 
has won a multitude of titles, sad-
dles and arena records. 

​​Internationally known duo 
Morgan  Wagner  and  Endo 
demonstrate more than riding 
and liberty  as  they  have  mas-
tered  the  art of teamwork. Endo 
is a 21-year-old Appaloosa who 
lost both eyes due to Equine Re-

current Uvietis (ERU). He lives a 
happy, full life despite complete-
ly losing his vision. He has starred 
in a live theater show, performed 
his liberty work all over the coun-
try at events, won a national title at 
the highest level, and has a huge 
global following on his Facebook 
page. Endo and his trainer Wag-
ner will perform his story through 

liberty work at the Saturday Night 
Extravaganza, along with dai-
ly Endo demonstrations. They 
will also visit the Kid’s Corral 
to share goodies like a coloring 
page. The Gypsy Chyx will also 
be at this year’s Horse Expo. The 

PHOTO BY DARREN CONERLY

Kids pet horses at the 2020 Washington State Horse Expo Meet 
and Greet.

PHOTO BY DARREN CONERLY

Clark County Fair Equestrian Court Queen Rachel Sherrell,  La 
Center, with her Appendix Quarter Horse Roxy, post the colors 
at the 2020 Washington State Horse Expo. 

2022
March, 4-6
2022

March, 4-6

W A S H I N G T O N S T A T E H O R S E E X P O . C O M  

Friday, March 4th Mechanical Bull
Contest—$350 in cash and prizes
FREE Admission after 5 pm

Sunday, March 6th Family Day
Kids 15 and under FREE all day
when accompanied by ticketed adult              

Advance Discount Tickets Available 
through March 3rd at  Wilco 

NEW! 
This Year

A SPECIAL

THANK YOU 
to our sponsors

• National Clinicians
• Equine Marketplace
• Kids Corral
• Entertainment
• Rother Ranch Race

• National Clinicians
• Equine Marketplace
• Kids Corral
• Entertainment
• Rother Ranch Race
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Electrical and Plumbing Supplies – We stock a wide selection of Electrical and 
Plumbing supplies, as well as hard to find parts, tools and more.
Lighting – Visit our Lighting Showroom and talk to our friendly and knowledgeable 
Bath and Lighting Consultants. Hundreds of light fixtures on display plus ceiling 
fans, light bulbs, LED Smart Lighting and commercial lighting.
Irrigation – Install an underground Sprinkler System, and save 50-60% when 
you do it yourself. We’ll design the system and help select the materials needed. 
Growing a vegetable or flower garden? Come visit our drip irrigation section! 
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Do It Yourself and Save!
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of contractors, but you get the same quality service even if you just need a light bulb!
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‘Enjoy the journey’  
Richard Winters to headline Washington State Horse Expo

BY LYNN JENKINS 

If Richard Winters could 
only share one piece of wisdom 
gleaned from his almost four 
decades of experience both as a 
horseman and a teacher it would 
be “enjoy the journey.”

Winters is the nationally 
ranked equestrian clinician head-
lining the Clark County Event 
Center’s 11th annual Washington 
State Horse Expo on March 4 
through March 6.

“Developing the skills to be a 
true ‘horseman/woman,’ not just 
a passenger, takes a lifetime,” he 
said. “Don’t get so caught up in 
the destination you forget to enjoy 
each step along the way.” Accord-
ing to Winters, you have to love 
and find joy in all the little things 

that come with spending your life 
around horses. 

“For example, I love their 
smell. I have loved it ever since I 
was a small boy, using my earned 
chore money to pay to ride horses 
at a local rental stable,” Winters 
said. 

With a record that speaks for 
itself there is no doubt that Win-
ters’ journey has been a successful 
one. He won the National Reined 
Cow Horse Association World 
Championship in 2005, received 
top honors at the Road to the Horse 
Colt Starting Championship in 
2009, and was a top-five finalist at 
the Cowboy Dressage World Fi-
nals. Winters is also the author of 
“From Rider to Horseman,” which 
was published in 2016 by Western 
Horseman Magazine, and is a  na-

tionally ranked clinician at horse 
expos across the country.

“And yes, 40 years and count-
ing, and I still love how horses 
smell,” said Winters with a laugh.

Along with his passion for hors-
es, he is equally passionate about 
teaching others. Winters has dedi-
cated himself to honing his horse-
manship skills, while passing his 
knowledge on to others.  As a high-
ly sought after horse trainer and 
horsemanship clinician, known as 
the “The Masterful Communica-
tor,” he has traveled both nationally 
and internationally to help educate 
people and improve their commu-
nication with their horses

“Horses are no different than 
us,” said Winters. “They have their 
own emotions and just like us, they 
have good days, bad days. It is our 

job to be in tune with their emo-
tions. In other words, to be a good 
partner.

“It is very much like dancing,” 
Winters said. “In every successful 
dance partnership, it is one person’s 
job to be the leader. Riding horses 
is no different. As a good partner, 
it is your job to provide clear and 
consistent leadership.”

And just like in dance, finding 
the right partner is as important as 
the talent and skill a person brings 
to the dance. According to Winters, 
he all too often encounters people 
who are not matched with the right 
horse, a partnership that is doomed 
from the start or at least challenged. 
Maybe the horse is too forward for 
a timid rider or the horse prefers a 
whisper and a soft suggestion, but 
the rider is a little heavier in their 
communication. Both would do 
much better with new dance part-
ners, which is sometimes easier 
said than done. 

“We all have a connection with 
our horses, that although heart-
felt, is based in emotion rather 
than practicality,” said Winters. 
“It is important to realize that it is 
not a failure on your part or that 
you love your horse any less.”

Winters said people should 
find someone they trust to help 
evaluate their current “dance” 
partner or any potential new 
partners. That could be a trainer, 
other experienced horse people, 
or even someone that is commis-
sioned to help. For people new 
to horses, Winters suggests they 
take small steps before jumping 
right into the deep end. 

“Maybe start with some les-
sons at a local barn. (It’s) great 
exposure to horses and a chance 
to meet horsey people,” he said. 

The next step could be leas-
ing a horse. A lease provides a 
lot of exposure to horses without 
the long-term financial commit-
ment. The slow induction into the 
world of horses gives people the 
chance to find out “if you love 
their smell,” and according to 
Winters, it provides the oppor-
tunity to meet and make connec-

tions with people who can help on 
the journey.

“My own journey has been 
one of constant learning,” said 
Winters. “I am always looking 
for people who know more than 
me and reach out to learn from 
them. I am constantly learning 
and challenging myself. The day 
I think I have nothing left to learn 
is the day it is time to put up my 
saddle.”

According to Winters, he has 
had many mentors and people he 
has learned from over the years, 
but the most surprising and grat-
ifying horsewoman who is teach-
ing an “old dog” new tricks is his 
daughter. 

“Sarah followed me every-
where around horses starting 
when she was just a toddler. She 
never wanted to do anything but 
ride horses,” said Winters. “But 
the roles are reversed now and she 
has become my greatest teacher.”

Sarah, along with her husband 
Chris, are both top 10 riders in 
the national Reined Cow Horse 
Association. Sarah was also 
crowned champion in the 2020 
world championship Snaffle Bit 
Futurity. 

“In my ongoing quest to learn 
from the best, my new goal is to 
become as good a horseman as my 
daughter,” said Winters. 

Sarah is not the only one of 
Winters’ kids to make their dad 
proud. 

“Joseph, my eldest, is my own 
personal superhero,” Winters said.

According to Winters, Joseph 
is a rescue swimmer in the United 
States Coast Guard. 

“He’s the guy that jumps out 
of the orange and white heli-
copter to save you when you’re 
drowning,” Winters said. “The 
tattoo on Joseph’s arm says it all: 
‘so others may live.’”

Winters said he also loves 
working with other young riders 
as he helps them make the tran-
sition from passenger to partner, 
while becoming true horsemen 
and women. 

Winters is concerned, howev-
er, about the lack of participation 
by young people in horse activi-
ties of all types, which includes 
4-H, reining, and showing, among 
others. He doesn’t know exactly 
what is causing it. Winters said he 
does not have all the answers on 
how to stop the decline in youth 
participation in horse activities. 

“We need to bring our kids 
back into the horse world. They 
are our future,” Winters said. 
“Whether it is their smell, or 
more likely the sense of freedom, 
adventure … (or) beauty they 
offer, horses sell themselves.  If 
we expose horses to the younger 
generation I know they will fall in 
love with them, just like I did as 
a young boy so many years ago.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Richard Winters is a nationally ranked clinician at horse expos across the country. Winters will 
headline the Washington State Horse Expo on March 4 through 6.

“It is very much like 
dancing. In every 
successful dance 

partnership, it is one 
person’s job to be the 
leader. Riding horses 
is no different. As a 
good partner, it is 

your job to provide 
clear and consistent 

leadership.”
— Richard Winters,

horse clinician

Established in 1999 in
Vancouver, WA

Locally Owned and Operated
Same-Day Appointments    Open 7 Days/Week

(360) 687-8687
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360.887.8979 • ridgefieldequine.com

Home to more than five 
decades of combined  
experience practicing 
equine medicine. Our  
highly skilled doctors  
will be your partners  

in achieving your  
equine goals.

The only multi-doctor, equine exclusive  
veterinary clinic in Southwest Washington
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You & Your Horse 
Come First

Meg R. Brinton, D.V.M.  
Anne Marie Ray, D.V.M.

21605 ‘B’ NE 10th Ave.
Ridgefield, WA
(360) 887-4237

Mike & Cathi Agard - Owners

www.pioneerfeed.net • pioneerfeed@yahoo.com

SHOP SMALL TO SAVE BIG!
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BY LYNN JENKINS

Hi everyone.
My name is Angel. I have just been named the “face” of Adopt-A-

Horse, a nonprofit horse foster and rescue program.  Not to brag, but I 
overheard people talking and they say I won the job because I am just so 
dang cute. Their words, not mine. 

My story? I’m not sure where to start, but I guess the beginning is as 
good a place as any.  I am a 25-year-old, black and white tobiano mini 
mare. From the tip of my ears to the ground I am a whopping 31 inches 
tall.  Clark County Animal Control found me locked in a dark stall with 
two other minis, my best friends Lucy and Ethel, who both have found 
great, new homes. To be honest, I was so tired, I didn’t really care what 
was going on around me. All I remember from that time was some 
angry muttering about the floor being 3-feet deep in manure and 
littered with our teeth.

It was not until later that I realized animal control had taken and 
delivered us into the care of the Clark County Executive Horse 
Council’s Adopt-A-Horse program, and into the loving care of 
the true angel in this story: my foster mom Heather Tyrrell.

I am told I was shockingly thin — mere bones — and my 
rescuers were not sure if I would make it. A nice veterinarian 
named Dr. Anne Marie Ray of Ridgefield Equine Clinic rated me 
as a 1.5 on the BCS. I didn’t know what that meant and was too tired 
to care, but later found out they were talking about a BCS score, or 
an equine body conditioning score, which is a scale that measures 
equine body weight from 1 to 10.

I don’t really like to think about my past. Instead, I like to think 
about my new life and my own personal angel, my foster mom. My 
first two weeks with her are still kind of blurry, but I do remember 
her feeding me small amounts of warm mash around the clock 
and monitoring my temperature day and night. Apparently, I 
could not regulate my body temperature and swung widely 
from violently shivering during hot August days — requir-
ing double blankets — to drenched in sweat and needing to be 
cooled down with wet towels. 

My hero, Heather, stayed with me through it all. Can you be-
lieve, thanks to her great care, that meanie Dr. Anne told her to cut 
back a bit on my groceries? And that I am getting a little chubby.  OK, 
Dr. Anne really isn’t a meanie. In truth, she is great, but seriously, a diet?

As I said, I like to think of my foster mom as an angel. It was she who 
gave me my name. She kept saying I was such a sweet angel and I guess 
it kind of stuck. 

I like it. It reminds me of her when I hear it. 
So now I am Angel, the official spokes(horse) for the Adopt-A-Horse 

Program.  I can’t wait to start my new life and share my story with the world.
I will be in the kids corral at the Washington State Horse Expo at the 

Clark County Event Center all three days of the show. Stop by and visit. I 
can’t wait to meet you all.

— Angel

COURTESY PHOTO

Angel, the tobiano mini mare.

COURTESY PHOTO

Angel, the face of the Adopt-A-Horse program, nuzzles up to Ailey O’Neill, a 12-year-old 
from Ridgefield. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Angel, a 25-year-old black 
and white tobiano mini mare, 
will be at the kids corral from 
March 4 to March 6 during the 
Washington State Horse Expo 
in Ridgefield.

Angel, the mini mare
 named the face of the Adopt-A-Horse program 

www.TheReflector.com
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Subscribe to The Reflectorsmall group of “Gypsy” women 
has become friends through 
their common love and passion 
for the wonderful and unique 
Gypsy and Drum horse breed. 
Both are a relatively new breed 
to the United States and were 
first imported into the country 
from the United Kingdom in 
1996. They will perform at the 
expo. 

There will also be a draft 
horse exhibition at the Horse 
Expo. Draft horses were bred 
to be working animals for 
pioneer-era industries like 
agriculture, large-scale exca-
vation, mining, logging, road 
construction and building of 
railways. The average draft 
horse weighs approximately 
2,000 pounds and stands about 
6 feet high. Draft horses also 
served extensively during both 
World War I and World War 
II to transport larger guns and 
heavy wagons. The horses can 
be seen at the Dr. Jack Giesy 
Equestrian Arena.

Another event will include 
the Rother Ranch Race, which 
is part trail course and part race.

The Preliminary Race Round 
1 will take place at 11 a.m. on 
Friday, while the Preliminary 
Race Round 2 will take place at 

11 a.m. on Saturday. The Final 
Race Round, which features the 
top 10 riders from the prelimi-
nary race rounds, will take place 
at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday. 

A new addition this year in-
cludes the expo’s first mechani-
cal bull contest. Contestants will 
pay a $20 entry fee to test their 
bull riding skills. Cash prizes 
will be awarded to the top three 
finishers. The contest runs from 
6 to 8 p.m. Admission to the 
expo is free after 5 p.m. 

During the expo, Beach-
es Restaurant will serve food 
and beverages out of the 
Expo Chuckwagon, DJ Glenn 
will supply the music, and 
the vendor marketplace will 
be open for shopping. The 
Marketplace at the Expo fea-
tures dozens of vendors sell-
ing products and services for 
equines, and includes farm 
equipment, educational mate-
rials, tack, accessories, cloth-
ing, home goods, and more.

The marketplace will run 
throughout the horse expo, 
which is scheduled to go from 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, 
from 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday. 

To purchase tickets to the 
expo, go online to clarkcoevent 
center.com.

Continued from Page B1
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Schedule for the Washington State Horse Expo 
Friday, March 4:

Raz Construction Arena
11:15 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Megan Pugh – Dressage
“Training and 1st Level”

12:15 – 12:45 p.m.
BlackPearl Friesians

Performance

1 – 2 p.m.
Richard Winters

“Problem Solving/Trans-
formation”

2:15 – 3 p.m.
Caeli Cavanagh

“Liberty Building Blocks”

3:15 – 4 p.m.
Steve Rother

“Mindset-Communica-
tion vs. Commands”

4:15 – 5 p.m.
Richard Winters

“Demystifying Leads and 
Lead Changes”

6 – 8 p.m.
Mechanical Bull Contest

Double J Corral
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Jessica Abatie
“Importance of Ground 

Control”

12:30 – 1:15 p.m.
Back Country Horsemen
Packing Demonstration

1:30 – 2:15 p.m.
Juliette Cimetiere
Friesians Liberty
Demonstration

2:30 – 3:15 p.m.
Morgan Wagner and 

Endo the Blind Horse

3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Megan Pugh

Dressage
“Training and First Level”

4:45 – 5:30 p.m.
Robert Eversole

“Trailmeister” and “Intro 
to Packing”

Classroom
10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

WFEA 
Chapter Meeting

2 – 2:45 p.m.
Robert Eversole

“When the Sh@t Hits 
the Fan”

3 – 3:45 p.m.
Jessica Johnson –  

Equine Law
“10 Facts About Equine 

Contracts”

4 – 4:45 p.m.
Jerry Huntsinger – Farrier

Equine Hoof Care

5 – 5:45 p.m.
Leslie Cook – Author

“Confidence is the Best 
Equitation”

Kid’s Corral
11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Morgan Wagner and 

Endo the Blind Horse

12:30 – 1 p.m.
Adopt-A-Horse Mini

“Angel”

1:30 – 2 p.m.
Remuda Ranch

Mini Donkeys and Goats

2:30 – 3 p.m.
Gypsy Chyx

Gypsy Horse

3:30 – 4 p.m.
Tami Platt and “‘Smokin 

Double Dutch”
Breyer Horse

Dr. Jack Giesy Arena
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Ranch Race
Preliminary Round 1

2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Mounted Archers

Demonstration

4 – 5 p.m.
Draft Horse
Exhibition

Saturday, March 5
Raz Construction Arena

9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Caeli Cavanagh Liberty – 

“Connection In Motion”

10:45 – 11:45 a.m.
Megan Pugh 

Dressage
“2nd and 3rd Level”

12 – 1 p.m.
Richard Winters

“Preparing Your Horse 
to Ride”

1:15 – 1:45 p.m.
Juliette Cimetiere

Friesians Liberty Demon-
stration

2 – 2:45 p.m.
BlackPearl Friesians

Performance

3 – 4 p.m.
Steve Rother

“Confidence – Building 
A Bond”

4:15 – 5:15 p.m.
Richard Winters

“Equine Evaluations – 
Strengths/Weaknesses”

6 – 7 p.m.
Seating Opens for 

Equine Extravaganza

7 p.m.
Equine Extravaganza

Double J Corral
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Jessica Abatie
“Honest Horse Devel-

opment”

10:45 – 11 a.m.
Back Country Horsemen
Packing Demonstration

11:15 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Morgan Wagner and 

Endo the Blind Horse

12:15 – 1:15 p.m.
Robert Eversole

“Trailer Safety – Inspect-
ing a Horse Trailer”

1:30 – 2:15 p.m.
Solomon Benarroch, 

DVM
“Equine Lameness”

2:30 – 3:15 p.m.
Megan Pugh – Dressage

“2nd and 3rd Level”

3:30 – 4:15 p.m.
Jessica Abatie

“Honest Horse Devel-
opment”

4:30 – 5:15 p.m.
Back Country Horsemen
Packing Demonstration

Classroom
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Leslie Cook – Author
“Confidence is the Best 

Equitation”

10:30 – 11:15 a.m.
Jerry Huntsinger - Farrier
Equine Hoof Care/Issues

11:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Solomon Benarroch, 

DVM

1 – 2 p.m.
Jessica Johnson – Equine 

Law
“Liability Considerations 

For Horsemen”

2:30 – 3:15 p.m.
Ric Torgensen

State Veterinarian
“Requirements for  

Crossing State Lines With 
Your Horse”

3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Robert Eversole

“Trailmeister” and “The 
ABCs of Trail Riding

4:45 – 5:30 p.m.
Jerry Huntsinger – Farrier
Equine Hoof Care/Issues

Kid’s Corral
9:30 – 10:15 a.m.

Kid’s Activities

10:30 – 11 a.m.
Tami Platt and “Smokin 

Double Dutch”
Breyer Horse

11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Gypsy Chyx

Gypsy Horse

12:30 – 1 p.m.
Remuda Ranch

Mini Donkeys and Goats

1:30 – 2 p.m.
Morgan Wagner and 

Endo the Blind Horse

2:30 – 3 p.m.
Adopt-A-Horse Mini

“Angel”

3:30 – 4 p.m.
Tami Plat and “Smokin 

Double Dutch”
Breyer Horse

4:30 – 5 p.m.
Kid’s Activities

Dr. Jack Giesy Arena
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Ranch Race
Preliminary Round 2

2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Mounted Archers

Demonstration

4 – 5 p.m.
Draft Horse 
Exhibition

Sunday, March 6
Raz Construction Arena

10:30 – 11:15 a.m.
Megan Pugh – Dressage

“FEI Levels”

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Richard Winters

“Problem Solving”

12:45  – 1:30 p.m.
Morgan Wagner and 

Endo the Blind Horse

1:45 – 2:30 p.m.
Richard Winters

“Preparing For Perfor-
mance”

2:45 – 3:30 p.m.
Steve Rother

“Trust, Respect, Partner-
ship: Be Your Horse’s Rock”

Double J Corral
10:30  – 11 a.m.

Robert Eversole
“The Highline – A Recipe 

for Success”

11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
BlackPearl Friesians

12:15 – 1 p.m.
Jessica Abatie

“Solving Head Tossing”

 

         1:15 – 2:15 p.m.
Caeli Cavanagh
“Liberty Tricks”

2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Back Country Horsemen
Packing Demonstration

Classroom
10:45  – 11:30 a.m.

Leslie Cook – Author
“All About Horses”

11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
Jerry Huntsinger

Equine Hoof Care/Issues

1 – 2 p.m.
Robert Eversole

“Trailmeister” and “The 
10 Essentials for Every Ride”

2:15 – 3:15 p.m.
Jessica Johnson — 

Equine Law
“Horse Related LLCs”

Kid’s Corral
10:30 – 11 a.m.

Morgan Wagner and 
Endo the Blind Horse

11:15 – 11:45 a.m.
Remuda Ranch

Mini Donkeys and Goats

12 – 1 p.m.
Castle Farms

Paint Pepa the Horse

1:30  – 2 p.m.
Gypsy Chyx

Gypsy Horse

2:15 – 2:45 p.m.
Adopt-A-Horse Mini

“Angel”

3 – 3:30 p.m.
“Smokin Double Dutch”

Breyer Horse

Dr. Jack Giesy Arena
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Ranch Race
Final Round

12:45 – 1:45 p.m.
Mounted Archers

Demonstration

2 – 3 p.m.
Draft Horse
Exhibition

4 p.m.
Horse Expo Ends

† For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices. K1286-14-146991-4

WRANGLE IN YOUR NEW KUBOTA!WRANGLE IN YOUR NEW KUBOTA!
 BX2380
• 21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder
 Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD with Rear Differential
 Lock Standard
• Category I, 3-Point Hitch
• Performance-Matched
 Implements Available

 L2501
• 24.8 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD • Suspension System and Contoured Seat
• Performance-Matched Implements Available

 RTV-X1140
• 24.8 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• Easily Transitions from Cargo Bed
 to Second Row of Seating

 L3560HST LE
• 37 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder
 Kubota Diesel Engine
• HST Plus 3 Range Transmission
• ROPS & Cab Models Available
• Performance-Matched
 Implements Available

Dan’s Tractor, Inc.
Serving Clark County Since 1963

8012 NE 219th Street • Battle Ground, WA
360-687-3000 • M-F 8-5, Sat 9-1 • danstractor.com

STOP BY DAN’S TRACTOR FOR GREAT LOW RATE FINANCING OPTIONS!STOP BY DAN’S TRACTOR FOR GREAT LOW RATE FINANCING OPTIONS!
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IF YOU GO
What: 2022 Washington State Horse Expo

When: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday, March 4; 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 5 and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, March 6

Where: Clark County Event Center at the Fairgrounds, 17402 
NE Delfel Road, Ridgefield

Cost: Adult admission for those 16 and over is $11, senior 
admission for people who are 62 years old or over is $9 and 
youth admission for kids 7 to 15 is $9. Children 6 and under 
are free with an adult. Family day will be on March 6 so youth 
ages 7 to 15 enjoy free admission all-day when accompanied 
by a ticketed adult. Tickets to the Saturday Night 
Extravaganza cost $10 and it does not include admission to 
the Horse Expo. Parking costs $6.

Advanced discount tickets are available through March 3 
at participating Wilco Stores in Battle Ground, Vancouver, 
Kelso, Gig Harbor, Oregon City, Puyallup, Lake Oswego, 
Cornelius, Yakima and Bremerton. 

More information: clarkcoeventcenter.com



MARCH 2, 2022� The Reflector   B5

Lifestyles Everything on Wheels

Tips to limit distractions while driving
Distracted driving is a sig-

nificant safety issue. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention indicates about 
eight people in the United 
States are killed in crashes 
that are attributed to distracted 
driving every day.

The National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration says 
there were 2,895 distraction-af-
fected fatal crashes in 2019, 
with distraction-related events 
accounting for 9% of all fatal 
crashes in the country. Distract-
ed driving also puts Canadians 
at risk. Transport Canada’s Na-
tional Collision Database states 
distracted driving prevalence 
rose from 16% of fatal colli-
sions in 2006 to 21% in 2016, 
and those numbers are still 
climbing.

According to the Insurance 
Information Institute, distrac-
tions are a major safety threat. 
Eating, talking with passen-
gers, adjusting vehicle controls, 
and using a mobile phone while 
behind the wheel are activities 
that take the driver’s attention 
away from the road. In fact, 
distractions are broken down 
into several categories. They 
include visual distractions, 
which is anything that takes 
one’s eyes off of the road; man-
ual distractions, which is when 
a person takes their hands off 
of the steering wheel; and cog-
nitive distractions, which take 
a person’s mind off of driving. 

Drivers can follow these 

tips to make vehicles distrac-
tion-free and reduce the risk for 
accidents or near misses.

Make adjustments 
before setting off

Make adjustments to mirrors, 
radio stations and seat settings 
prior to driving. In addition, driv-
ers who intend to utilize a GPS 
navigation system should enter 
the address and look ahead at the 
course before getting on the road.

Keep smartphones  
out of sight

Reducing the urge to check 
a phone alert or send a text may 
come down to out of sight, out of 
mind. Silence the phone and store 
it in the glove compartment, center 
console or a purse in the back seat. 
The phone should not be handled 
until the destination is reached or 
the vehicle is pulled over safely 
out of traffic. Smartphones have 
settings that can be programmed 
to send automatic notifications to 
people contacting the phone own-
er to say they’re driving or tempo-
rarily unavailable.

Eat before leaving
Consuming food or drink on 

the road takes a person’s hands off 
the wheel and eyes off the road. 
Drivers should try to eat before 
getting on the road, or pull over to 
a rest stop for a snack if need be.

Use hands-free devices 
in emergencies

Many cars come equipped 

with Bluetooth or other hands-
free technology that enables a 
distress call to be made with-
out having to take hands off the 
wheel. Many are voice-activated 
or can be engaged with the push 
of a button.

Limit passengers
A vehicle full of passengers 

can be very distracting. It’s 
why many areas no longer al-
low newly minted teenage driv-
ers to transport more than a few 
passengers until they’re older 
and more experienced. Limiting 
passengers even for experienced 
adults can help reduce distrac-
tions as well.

— Metro Creative Circle
Call 360-687-0472

2919 W Main St, Battle Ground, WA 98604
www.prathertruckfarm.com
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Your friendly neighborhood insurance agency!
360-213-2010

1811 Main Street, Suite 203
samundson@farmersagent.com

AUTO - HOME - BUSINESS - LIFE
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& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY COMPANY

8401 NE 117th Ave., Vancouver

We Accept Recycling
We Have Drop Box Containers
We Provide Deliveries

Visit our website:
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• Includes 12 month/15,000 mile Toyota Auto Care 
Prepaid Maintenance Program (on any used make/model)   

• Certified Toyota 12 mo/12K mile Comprehensive & 7 yr/100K mile 
Limited Powertrain   • Free CARFAX Vehicle History Report   
• All Recalls from NHTSA database fixed and/or addressed   

• 12 mo/12K mile Limited Powertrain Warranty (*14 years and newer with 
less than 125,000 miles)   • 1 year Roadside Assistance

5 day 500 mile “No Questions Asked” Money Back Guarantee!

See Us Online at: 

W
ar Veterans M
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NE 53rd St.

MCCORD’S VANCOUVER 
TOYOTA★10455 NE 53rd Street

360-836-3192

GUARANTEE★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★

or find PEACE OF MIND with McCord’s Used Cars!

McCord’s
Value Price Experience

Thank You
for Voting Vancouver 

Toyota As One of Clark 
County’s Best Places 
to Buy Your Next New 
or Used Car or Truck!

We price every new Toyota 
with our McCord’s Value Price. 
A simple market researched 
pre-discounted price.

• If we don’t have what you want - we’ll find it!   
• Trade-in value honored whether you purchase from us or not!   • Easy Financing!   
• Save time & money!   • Every purchase includes mats, full tank of gas & detail!

VancouverToyota.com
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What to do if you spot a dangerous driver
BY DOUG DAHL 

Doug Dahl, the Target Zero 
manager with the Washington 
Traffic Safety Commission, an-
swers popular travel-related 
questions. 

Q: What action should one 
take when witnessing severe 
unsafe driving? For example, on 
a recent trip I saw a semi truck 
repeatedly cross traffic lanes, 
three motorcycles drive in be-
tween lanes and cars through 
traffic, and two cars race ahead 
at 80-plus mph. Should these 
incidents just be ignored? Do 
you call 911 to report unsafe 
driving? Or, do you stay in your 
zone listening to podcasts to 
avoid your own road rage from 
building?

A: Anyone who has been 
driving for a while has had a 
day when you were seriously 
annoyed by another driver. And 
there’s a good chance there has 
been a day when you were the 
annoying driver, too. Hopefully 
not on purpose, but mistakes are 
inevitable in life, and if driving 
is part of your life you’ll make 
mistakes there too.

Then there are times when 
another driver actually scares 
you. Maybe you fear for your-
self, or possibly you have a vi-
carious fear for the other drivers 
on the road. Things like a semi 
truck drifting into another lane 
or cars racing down the freeway 
can do that. 

Your question is actually 
doing a lot of the heavy lift-
ing for me. If you’re annoyed 
by another driver, yes, listen to 
your podcast, do some breath-
ing exercises, practice empa-
thy and understand that maybe 
the other driver didn’t signal 
for their lane change because 
they’re thinking about the med-
ical needs of an aging parent, or 
maybe the driver is a victim of 
an underdeveloped organ; the 
brain, in case you’re wondering 
which one. On a related side 
note, we can get our driver li-
cense when we’re 16, but the de-
cision-making part of our brain 
doesn’t fully develop until we’re 

around 25.
But if a driver’s behavior is 

posing a threat, 911 is a good 
choice. We’ve been taught to 
call 911 only in an emergency, 
so allow me to reframe that a 
bit. If you saw a person walk-
ing up to your neighbor’s house 
at night carrying a crowbar 
would you wait until they pried 
the front door open to call 911? 
Maybe it’s a crowbar salesman 
with insomnia, but why not 
intervene before the sound of 
splintering wood proves you 
wrong? Likewise, you’d call 911 
if you rolled up on the scene of 
a crash; consider calling 911 
if you observe behavior that’s 
likely to cause a crash.

Much of police work is re-
sponding after an incident. 
Traffic enforcement is one of 
the few opportunities police 
have to intervene before some-
thing bad happens. On its web-
site, the Washington State Pa-
trol specifically requests that 
you report aggressive, distract-
ed or impaired drivers.

When you call 911 the dis-
patcher is likely going to ask 
you the location you last saw the 
vehicle, the license plate num-
ber (if known), the direction of 
travel, what roadway, the vehi-
cle color and what happened. 
The dispatcher will then relay 
that information to officers in 
the area.

What can police officers 
do with the information? They 
can’t just stop a car based on it. 
By law, an officer can only is-
sue a traffic infraction if they or 
another officer witnessed it, or 
based on evidence at the scene 
of a crash. However, in the sea 
of cars all doing their thing, 
your description alerts them to 
watch for a specific vehicle. 

Does it work? It did when I 
reported an impaired driver to 
911. A few minutes later I was 
called by an officer who had 
arrested the driver, asking for 
a statement of what I observed. 
That’s just one example of how 
we all work together to make 
our roadways safer.

COURTESY PHOTO



PHOTO COURTESY SEABREEZE PHOTOGRAPHY 

Daisy Anderson rides Teddy, left, and Ellizabeth Miller rides Ike, right, while herding cows.
COURTESY PHOTO

Angel Halle, right, rides Luna, and Miah Fultz, left, of the Battle Ground 
Equestrian Team are pictured. 

B6   The Reflector� MARCH 2, 2022

Lifestyles Horse & Ranch

​​Battle Ground Equestrian Team finishes recent meet strong

SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

The Battle Ground Equestri-
an Team finished its recent meet 
strong as seniors Angel Halle and 
Miah Fultz placed first in team 
sorting, while two teams placed 
second in the Canadian flag race 
and freestyle fours.

There are many competitions 
and the riders must complete all 
of them in the span of three days.

“There’s very different disci-
plines and possibilities for these 
kids, everywhere from being 
slow and collected, to running 
timed events and doing barrels, or 
working cattle,” head coach Jenna 
Anderson said. “There’s so many 
variances of what these kids can 
do in these three days.”

One of the events the team 
competes in is an in-hand obsta-
cle relay. The team consists of 
four athletes and their horses who 

take part in a timed trail course. 
There’s also the drill team, which 
is made up of four to six riders. 
They do maneuvers on horseback 
to music, with their drill coach 
putting the pattern together. Then 
there’s Canadian flags, which is 
another relay where four riders 
race from one end of the arena 
to the other as they grab a series 
of four flags and attempt to beat 
the clock. Cow sorting is another 
event. Riders herd cows in a fig-
ure eight into a pen, sorting cows 
one at a time as they try to secure 
the fastest time.

In terms of riders, Anderson 
highlighted Gracie Kemp, who 
is a senior that “started off be-
ing a very timid rider who rode a 
borrowed horse.” Kemp grew her 
skills and now rides two different 
horses. She rode one of them for 
the past three years, and the new-
er horse is described by Anderson 
as a “powerhouse” who is fast and 
“takes a lot of rider to ride.” 

Anderson said Kemp has 
grown leaps and bounds. She 
built a great amount of confi-
dence to win her best personal 
times this year and also served as 
a leader for the team.

She also talked about Halle, 
who is also a senior. Halle had 
to take on a new horse after 
her old one developed health 
issues. The new duo work well 
together despite not knowing 
each other long. 

“We’ve seen her making per-

sonal strides that we’re so proud 
to see her do, and also becoming 
a huge leader and taking on the 
newer kids that came in and tak-
ing them under her wing. She’s 
been a huge asset to the team,” 
Anderson said.

Anderson said the team’s 
greatest challenge has been the 
COVID-19 pandemic, specifical-
ly the “limitations” it brings. 

“Overall, the kids have really 
come together with what we’re al-
lowed to do and have really made 
the best of their restrictions com-
pared to what we’ve been able to 
do in the past,” she said.

Some of the limitations the 
team faces include the type of 
arenas they can ride in and the 
amount of people they can have 
in the arenas to practice, accord-
ing to Anderson. Since many of 
the riders practice as many as 
four times a week, “it’s really a 
huge commitment for these kids 
and their families to participate in 
things like this,” said Anderson.

The equestrian team’s next 
meet will be March 11-13 at the 
Grays Harbor Fairgrounds in 
Elma, followed by another meet 
on April 22-24 at the Grays 
Harbor Fairgrounds. The state 
competition will be held on May 
19 to June 2 at the Grant Coun-
ty Fairgrounds in Moses Lake, 
and regionals for the The Pacif-
ic Northwest Invitational is from 
June 16-19 at the Grant County 
Fairgrounds. 

We’ve built our reputation  
           on customers like you!

Full Service Auto Replacement 
(mobile or in-shop)

Rock Chip Repair

Fogged • Insulated

Window Replacement

Approved by All Major  
Insurance Companies

We Provide Direct Billing 
for Your Convenience

Mirrors • Furniture Tops 
Window Glass • Fireplace Glass
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SINCE 1952!

 360-693-4769
205 E. 15th Street, Vancouver

WA Lic. BLOCKOG347ME

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
888-674-7053

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

             
             Local Quality & Service             Local Quality & Service

Big Box PricingBig Box Pricing 

50 Years of Ex cellenc e
360.887.3581

660 Mitchell Ave., Woodland, WA
www.hayescabinetsinc.com

Visit our Showroom
8-5 Monday-Friday
or By Appointment
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ENCLOSED PERMITTED BUILDING ROOF ONLY FARM BUILDING

FOB: Hubbard
P.O. Box 407 • 3540 2nd Street 

Hubbard • OR • 97032
Fax: 503-982-2515*** Prices subject to change without notice ***

•
All prices subject to code requirements 
CCB #: OR 86204  -  WA PARKEB1071D6

Kit Contains: 
Galvanized roof based on 30 lb Snow LoadKit Contains: (1) 3’X6’-8” Entry Door, (1) 11’ Wide 

Slider Door, Galvanized Roof, Painted Walls & Trim
These buildings have Engineered Plans & Prices are based on 
30 lb Ground Snow Load, 135 mph Wind Load, “B” Exposure

Please Visit Our Website

To view our customizable 
Options & Prices

DIY KITS!
BUILDING MATERIAL 

SUPPLIER

SHOPS

RV STORAGE*

*
*

*

*
*

BARNS

www.parkerbuildings.com

1•800•331•0155 
503•981•0890

GARAGES

Providing Pole Buildings Since 1982

EAVE 10’ 12’ 14’ 16’
24 x 36 $11,444 $12,480 $13,353 $14,322
30 x 36 $13,399 $14,472 $15,465 $16,523
30 x 48 $16,035 $17,170 $18,380 $19,924
36 x 36 $15,159 $16,252 $17,341 $18,626
36 x 48 $18,203 $19,448 $20,682 $22,512
40 x 48 $20,554 $21,630 $23,014 $25,215
40 x 60 $23,779 $24,989 $26,598 $28,521

EAVE 10’ 12’ 14’ 16’
24 x 36 $6,048 $6,159 $6,333 $6,720
30 x 36 $7,380 $7,518 $7,819 $8,131
30 x 48 $9,180 $9,411 $9,685 $10,084
36 x 36 $8,819 $9,073 $9,258 $9,678
36 x 48 $10,903 $11,134 $11,409 $11,992
40 x 48 $13,256 $13,596 $13,941 $15,323
40 x 60 $15,849 $16,199 $16,576 $18,046
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MEET 1 RESULTS
Individual Events
Alexis Adams: Eighth in showmanship
Daisy Anderson: Fourth in individual flags, sixth in keyhole
Gracie Kemp: Eighth in steer daubing, ninth in 
individual flags
Emma Messer: Fifth in steer daubing
Willow Babcock: Fourth in working rancher, sixth in 
dressage, eighth in hunt seat equitation

Team Events
Canadian Flag Race Team A: (Daisy Anderson, Angel 
Halle, Gracie Kemp, Emma Messer): Second place
Freestyle Fours Team A: (Daisy Anderson, Willow 
Babcock, Angel Halle, Elizabeth Miller): Second place
In Hand Obstacle Relay Team A: (Alexis Adams, Willow 
Babcock, Micah Fultz, Gracie Kemp, Emma Messer): 
Fifth place
Team Sorting Team C: (Micah Fultz, Angel Halle): First 
place
Team Versatility Team A: (Daisy Anderson, Willow 
Babcock, Angel Halle, Elizabeth Miller): Seventh place
Team Versatility Team B: (Alexis Adams, Micah Fultz, 
Gracie Kemp, Emma Messer): Eighth place
Working Pairs Team A: (Gracie Kemp, Emma Messer): 
Eighth place
Working Pairs Team B: (Willow Babcock, Angel Halle): 
Tenth place
Working Pairs Team C: (Daisy Anderson, Elizabeth 
Miller): Fifth place
Working Pairs Team D: (Alexis Adams, Miah Fultz): Fifth place
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