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of February there was a big spike in 

behaviors we don’t want to see,” White 

said. “We thought we needed something 

specifically in the month of February to 

kind of invigorate the school, and get the 

kids reinvested.”

School leaders developed Discover 

Your Potential as a way allay behavioral is-

sues.  Since then, the school has organized 

the program roughly every other year.

As part of DYP this year, students 

learned and practiced skills in such 

subjects as pasta-making, fire-building 

and survival, marine safety, crab and 

rockfish fishing, welding, nail painting, 

stained glass art, stress management, 

SCUBA diving and rock climbing.

In tandem with a school-wide positive 

behavioral support program, “Discover 

Your Potential has had an amazing im-

pact,” White said.

“Our student office referrals are now 

almost non-existent, compared to 14 

years ago when we had over 400 refer-

rals each year,” White said. 

Moreover, Blatchley students have 

pursued careers in fields they explored 

as students in the program. 

“We’ve got a former student who’s 

doing forensics for crime scene anal-

ysis in college,” after learning about  

By Sentinel Staff

Less than 25 gallons of hydraulic fluid 

spilled on Katlian Street Friday morning 

when a city plow truck had a blown hy-

draulic line while clearing the street, the 

city Public Works Department said today.

Sitka Fire Department deployed a 

boom to prevent the fluid from going 

down a storm drain and into the channel. 

Both the fire department and Coast Guard 

marine safety detachment responded.

City Public Works Director Mark 

Seavey said today that the dump truck 

driver had reported Friday that the mis-

hap occurred on his route, which in-

cluded Katlian Street. Snow had fallen 

overnight, and the city had deployed 

snow plows to clear the roads.

Police got a call about a sheen in the 

500 block of Katlian around 9:24 a.m. 

Friday, and the information was passed 

on to the fire hall. Seavey estimated that 

the city truck with the plow started work 

around 5 a.m. and probably cleared snow 

off Katlian Street around 7 a.m. The 

driver didn’t know there was a leak in 

the system until he returned to the city 

shops on Jarvis Street.

William Glenzer, Coast Guard chief 

warrant officer for the Marine Safety De-

tachment, said when he arrived he saw 

a rainbow-colored sheen but couldn’t 

find the source since cars were driving 

through it and the color stretched the 

length of the street.

“All the cars were driving in the slushy 

mess, and were splashing it all over the 

place,” Glenzer said. “Had we smelled 

diesel I would’ve looked up the hill at 

home heating oil tanks because that’s 

usually a culprit,” but in this case no 

further action was required by his office.

“Unless it touches the water, it’s out 

of our jurisdiction,” he said. “We never 

got a report of it in the water.”

Repairs were completed to the city 

truck by around 11:15 a.m. Friday, the 

public works department said.
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Tourism Panel Says

Leave Lincoln Open

By ANDREA BURTZEL 

Sentinel Staff Writer

The Sitka Tourism Commis-

sion voted unanimously Thursday to  

recommend that the city keep Lincoln 

Street open for two-way vehicle traffic 

on all cruise ship days, regardless of the 

numbers of visitors.

Also at the meeting the commission 

reviewed possible changes to the zoning 

code regarding cruise ship docks, and 

discussed updates to the tourism best 

management practices program.

Before reaching their decision on 

Lincoln Street, members reviewed  

options for vehicle and foot traffic sepa-

rately and for simultaneous use by both 

pedestrians and vehicles.

A one-way configuration, keeping west-

bound traffic open while converting the 

eastbound lane into a pedestrian walkway 

emerged as the most discussed alternative.

Commissioners weighed safety 

precautions, impacts on feeder streets  

connecting to Lincoln street and po-

tential effects on emergency response 

times before ultimately voting to keep 

the street fully open.

City officials said that the biggest 

challenge in making Lincoln Street one-

way for vehicles would be physically 

separating the motorized traffic from 

the pedestrian lane.

They said that would require placing 

concrete “Jersey barriers” down the cen-

ter of the street. Sitkans are familiar with 

waist-high barriers where they comprise 

a permanent fence along the section of 

Halibut Point Road bordering Swan Lake.

“Those would have to be substantial, 

more than temporary infrastructure,” 

said Judson Rusk, the city’s new tourism 

manager. “We need about 200 of them to 

run the length of Lincoln Street, which 

we don’t have on hand.”

Rusk said acquiring, transporting, 

inspecting and deploying the barriers 

would require additional time and cost, 

and that if the city chooses that option 

for this year, installing them likely 

wouldn’t happen until late June.

“If we are really serious about want-

ing to explore it for the 2027 season, we 

can do it better than we could do this 

year,” Rusk said. He added that waiting 

will also give the community more time 

to become familiar with the concept.

Planning and Community Development 

Director Amy Ainslie noted that, with Lin-

coln Street open to vehicular traffic, the  

upper portion of Maksoutoff Street would 

be closed for the installation of mobile 

public restroom facilities, based on a rec-

ommendation by the Tourism Commission 

during its meeting in December. 

Under that approach, drivers would 

still be able to exit the Wells Fargo park-

ing lot onto Maksoutoff Street, as in 

previous years. However, all through 

traffic between Harbor Drive and Lin-

coln Street is cut off 24 hours a day 

every day of the cruise season, and six or 

eight on-street parking places are elimi-

nated for the duration of the five-month 

cruise ship season.

Tourism Best Management Practic-

es program

Commissioners also received an up-

date on the Tourism Best Management 

Practices program by Katie O’Neill, 

representing Element Agency, the con-

sulting firm that has been selected to run 

the Sitka tourism and convention bureau 

Visit Sitka. O’Neill joined the meeting 

via Zoom to provide an update.

“We are working on a two-pronged 

approach to getting TBMP operational,” 

O’Neill told the commission on Thursday. 

She said Element will focus on  

outward-facing efforts, including com-

munications, a call line, a dedicated 

webpage and branded decals for par-

ticipating businesses. The agency will 

also work closely with Rusk to identify 

businesses to launch the program.

She said the agency is currently in the 

“discovery phase,” reviewing the existing 

TBMP framework and conducting case 

studies. She said the team is examining 

similar programs in communities such as 

Juneau, Ketchikan and Haines, as well as 

nationally and internationally, to better 

understand best practices and determine 

what would work well for Sitka.

She said the research will help inform 

development of a program guidebook.

Zoning for cruise ship docks 

The commission reviewed proposed 

zoning code changes related to cruise 

ship docks, with member Jeremy Plank, 

chief financial officer of Allen Marine 

City Plow Spills Fluid

Along Katlian Street
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Skiers head down the Verstovia trail Sunday morning. Sunny skies and 

calm wind lured more than a dozen skiers and snowboarders to the pop-
ular mountain over the weekend. Snow is in the forecast for Tuesday.  

(Sentinel Photo by James Poulson)
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Legislators Praise 'Discover Your Potential' Program

Regents Say UA to Keep Anti-DEI Commitment
Blatchley Middle School students learn about commercial fishing with Andrew 

Friske during the school’s Discover Your Potential week. (Photo provided)

By ANNA LAFFREY 

Sentinel Staff Writer

JUNEAU – Blatchley Middle School 

students wielded welding torches and 

pulled crab pots during courses offered 

through the school’s Discover Your Po-

tential program last week. And today, 

legislators held up the DYP program 

as a prime example of innovative and 

enriching education in Alaska.

The 216 students enrolled at Blatchley 

this semester completed the eighth DYP 

program in school history. Community 

partners and teachers offered 50 hands-

on courses, and each student signed up 

for four courses that sparked their inter-

est, and had daily sessions in each course 

throughout the four-day program.  

Opening today’s regular meeting of the 

Alaska House Education committee, Rep. 

Rebecca Himschoot of Sitka invited a tele-

conference presentation about the DYP pro-

gram from Blatchley principal Ben White 

and assistant principal Keith Shelton. 

Himschoot, who co-chairs the ed-

ucation committee, said the presenta-

tion would be the first “celebration of 

schools” of the 34th session of the Leg-

islature, which is entering its fifth week.

She invited her colleagues to bring 

education highlights from their home 

districts. “There’s so much to celebrate 

tee the Discover Your Potential program 

began 14 years ago when school leaders 

saw concerning annual trends in student 

behavioral issues.

“We realized that during the month 

in education across the state, and we 

want to start off today with celebrating 

something out of my home district,” 

Himschoot said. 

White and Shelton told the commit-
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SWORN IN - Superior Court Judge Amanda Brown-

ing swears in Sitka police officers Mike Hall, left, and 

Dane NeSmith at the Sitka Courthouse Friday after-

noon. NeSmith, who has ten years of experience in law 

enforcement, recently moved to Sitka from Alabama. 

Hall recently completed Alaska academy recertifi-

cation in Fairbanks and is serving as a lieutenant in 

the department. He is on track to become Sitka’s new 

police chief. Hall’s last job was with a Virgina-based 

company, working in Sarajevo, Bosnia, as a regional 

counter-terrorism adviser for the U.S. Department of 

Justice. (Sentinel Photo by James Poulson)

Snowy Slopes

By CORINNE SMITH 

Alaska Beacon

The University of Alaska Board of Re-

gents says the university will continue the 

policy to ban references to “DEI,” or “diver-

sity, equity and inclusion,” enacted last year, 

despite a federal court ruling that struck 

down the policy and the U.S. Department 

of Education agreeing to drop an appeal.

Jonathon Taylor, a spokesperson for the 

university, said even though the policy was 

struck down, “the direction of enforcement 

and potential risk has not gone away.”

Last year, the Trump administration 

issued a “Dear Colleague” letter to all 

pre-K through 12 schools, colleges and 

universities who receive federal fund-

ing outlining its opposition to diversity 

initiatives it called discriminatory, and 

threatened to withhold federal funds 

from schools if they had diversity  

or equity programs.

As a result, the board moved quickly 

to comply, approving a policy on Feb. 

21, 2025 to scrub references to DEI and 

affirmative action from all university 

programs and operations, job titles and 

office names. At the time, Ralph Seek-

ins, chair of the Board of Regents, de-

fended the policy, saying the action to 

remove DEI language as committing to 

“equal opportunity” for everyone. 

Several education and civil rights 

groups filed lawsuits and a federal court 

blocked the directive in April. This 

week, a New Hampshire federal judge 

dismissed the case, following a January 

agreement by both parties and the De-

partment of Education to drop its appeal. 

The ruling invalidates the directive, and 

prevents the government from enforcing 

it. Plaintiffs celebrated the court’s move, 

with some saying it was a victory for free 

speech and academic freedom.

Taylor confirmed that the UA Board 

of Regents had no immediate plans to 

change or rescind the policy for the Uni-

versity of Alaska.

“The Dear Colleague Letter from 

February 2025 has indeed been struck 

down by the courts, and the Department 

of Education has declined to appeal,” 

Taylor said by email. 

“However, the federal administra-

tion’s policy goals and concerns that led 

to the letter – including what they see 

as discriminatory DEI practices, and 

attempts to tie enforcement to federal 

funding – have not changed. Federal 

agencies can still pursue similar goals 

through other legal or regulatory means 

and have demonstrated an intent to focus 

oversight or investigations on what they 

see as DEI-related policies and programs 

using mechanisms other than agency 

guidance (the original Dear Colleague 

letter),” he wrote.

Taylor said the board enacted the pol-

icy to mitigate risks of federal funding 

being withheld. He said the board has had  

to “balance their concern about the poten-

tial medium- and long-term regulatory and 

funding risks to which UA may be exposed 

with the University’s unchanging and un-

wavering commitment to equal access, 

equal opportunity, and no discrimination, 

as well as free speech, academic freedom, 

and freedom of expression.”

Taylor added that overall, UA has 

so far been effectively able to “weath-

er the storm” of federal funding cuts, 

grant freezes and terminations. As of 

September, and most recently avail-

able data, UA had roughly $530 mil-

lion in active federal grants. There has 

been $24.6 million, or 4.6% that have  

been delayed, frozen or terminated.

The item was not on the Board of 

Regents’ February meeting agenda, 

scheduled for two days this week in Dil-

lingham, at the University of Fairbanks’ 

Bristol Bay campus.

But several university faculty 

weighed in during public comment to 

the board today.

Jill Dumesnil, a professor of mathe-

matics at the University of Southeast and 

president of the largest faculty union, 

United Academics, called on board 

members to create updated guidance 

following the ruling. 

“Many faculty are still experiencing 

a chilling effect on our campuses. Some 

fear retaliation or punishment for teach-

ing or discussing DEI-related subject 

matter, others just feel uncomfortable, 

unsupported and unwelcome,” she said. 

“Teaching about race, racism, in-

equality and related issues, continues 

to be lawful, supporting students in a 

way that acknowledges racial or ethnic 

identities continues to be lawful,” she 

added. “Schools may continue operating 

programs that encourage diversity, equity 

and inclusion in accordance with existing 

law, and the Dear Colleague letter and 

the certification requirement cannot be 

enforced against educators or schools.” 

Michael Navarro, a professor of ma-

rine fisheries at the University of Alaska 

Southeast, and co-chair of the Belong-

ing, Empowerment, Access, Represen-

tation and Safety Committee, known as 

UAS BEARS, made a plea to the board 

to rescind the anti-DEI motion. 

“As a direct result of this board deci-

sion, UAS has lost faculty and staff and 

some students question the university’s 

commitment to their success and safety 

on campus,” he said. 

“Despite the anti-DEI motions, 

reaffirmation towards maintaining  

a welcoming environment and honoring 

Alaska Native culture and heritage, after 

this motion, many people now feel less 

welcome or even unwelcome, and are 

not testifying today because they don’t 

feel safe to do so.”

Taylor, with the university, said as of 

now the board does not have plans to 

take up the issue but continually accepts 

written comments from the public. “The 

Board continues to receive testimony 

both in support of and in opposition to 

last year’s motion, and takes that feed-

back into consideration when setting 

meeting agendas,” he said.

To date, the University of Alaska Fair-

banks has taken the hardest hit with federal 

funding cutbacks — of the $24.6 million 

in grants delayed, frozen or terminated, 

approximately $20 million has been at 

UAF, including $8.8 million terminated 

for funded programs for Alaska Native 
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5 killed, homes gone

in calif. s
torm

Elgin Andrew, 12, spins a decorated star as parishioners from St. 

Michael’s Cathedral sing Monday evening at the Pioneers Home. 

The congregation followed the symbolic star of Bethlehem to sites 
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Skultka Honored as Native Art, Culture Teacher

Two Koreas Talk, Take

Steps to Ease Tensions

Starring Night

around town as they sang Christmas songs. Sunday was Christmas 

according to the Julian Calendar, which is used by the Orthodox 

Church.  (Sentinel Photo by James Poulson)

PFD, Tax Vote Bills P
ose

Trouble for Gov’s Budget

Sitkans Offer Expertise

To Climate Task Force

By ABIGAIL BLISS

Sentinel Staff Writer

 Two Sitkans are among the 20 

members recently appointed to the 

Climate Action for Alaska Leader-

ship Team, a group assembled by Gov. 

Walker to leverage its collective ex-

pertise for recommendations regarding 

Alaska’s response to climate change.

 Local leaders Lisa Busch, execu-

tive director of the Sitka Sound Science 

Center, and Linda Behnken, executive 

director of Alaska Longline Fisher-

men’s Association, will represent Sitka 

among the group of experts.

 “Naming our team is another criti-

cal step in advancing meaningful cli-

mate policy,” Walker said in a state-

ment announcing his choices for the 

team. “I am proud to present a moti-

vated group of leaders, each of whom 

brings a range of expertise and inter-

ests to the table. Our team members not 

only represent a breadth of experience 

across the state from the North Slope 

to the Southeast, but also have strong 

networks and resources spanning from 

Alaska to the rest of the world, giving 

us a voice in the global dialogue on cli-

mate change.”

 The group includes leaders in the 

fields of planning, natural resources, 

environmental advocacy, policy, and 

climate research, and boasts expertise 

in renewable energies, indigenous cul-

tures, transportation, and coastal resil-

ience. It is
 chaired by Lt. Gov. Byron 

Mallott, and held its first meeting on 

Dec. 18 in Anchorage.

 In their professional work, both 

Busch and Behnken have closely ob-

served the impact of climate change on 

coastal communities in Alaska.

 For her part, Busch expressed con-

fidence that her years of experience as a 

science reporter and in science admin-

istration would enable her to help the 

team send clear, public-facing messag-

es about the upshots of current climate 

change research. She believes her three 

decades in Sitka, a community close to 

the effects of climate change, enhances 

the skills sh
e brings to the table.

 “It’s an example of a rural commu-

By HYUNG-JIN KIM

Associated Press

 SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — The 

rival Koreas moved toward easing 

their bitter animosity today during rare 

talks, with North Korea agreeing to 

take part in next month’s Winter Olym-

pics in South Korea. The countries also 

agreed to hold more discussions on re-

ducing tension along their border and 

to reopen a military hotline.

 The first meeting of its k
ind between 

the nations in about two years was ar-

ranged after North Korean leader Kim 

Jong Un made an abrupt push for im-

proved ties with South Korea follow-

ing a year of escalating tensions with 

the outside world over his expanding 

nuclear and missile
 programs. Critics 

say Kim may be trying to divide Seoul 

and Washington in a bid to weaken in-

ternational pressure and sanctions on 

the North.

 In comments that appeared to back 

up those critical views, chief North 

Korean delegate Ri Son Gwon said his 

country’s nuclear weapons are aimed at 

the United States, not South Korea. He 

made the comments while complain-

ing about what he called inaccurate 

South Korean media reports that he 

said Tuesday’s talks dealt with North 

Korea’s nuclear disarmament.

 “All our state-of-the-art strategic 

weapons like atomic bombs, hydrogen 

bombs and intercontinental ballistic
 

rockets are completely targeting the 

United States. They are not targeting 

our compatriots” in the South, Ri said, 

according to media footage from the 

border village of Panmunjom, where 

the talks were held.

 Despite Ri’s comments, the agree-

ments were still 
seen to be a positive 

move. Chief South Korean delegate 

Cho Myoung-gyon described the ac-

cords as a “first step toward the de-

velopment of South-North relations” 

when he briefed reporters about the 

meeting.

 Ri read what he called a joint state-

ment after the talks, under which the 

two Koreas agreed to “actively cooper-

ate” in the Olympics to “enhance the 

prestige of the Korean people.”

 He said North Korea will send a 

delegation of officials, athletes, cheer-

leaders and journalists t
o the Feb. 9-25 

games in Pyeongchang, South Korea.

 South Korea will provide necessary 

services to the North Korean delega-

tion, Ri said, adding that the two coun-

tries will hold follow-up working-level 

talks on Olympic cooperation.

 “I see North Korea’s participation 

in the Pyeongchang Games will pro-

vide us with a chance to reduce tension 

on the Korean Peninsula,” said Cho, 

whose official title
 is unification min-

ister.
 U.S. State Department spokes-

woman Heather Nauert welcomed the 

inter-Korean meeting which she said 

was “aimed at ensuring a safe, secure 

and successful” Olympics. The U.S. 

said it was consulting with South Ko-

rean officials to ensure that North Ko-

rea’s participation in the games does 

not violate U.N. sanctions imposed 
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By SHANNON HAUGLAND

Sentinel Staff Writer

 Charlie Skultka Jr., o
ne of eight in-

dividuals and organizations chosen for 

the Governor’s Arts and Humanities 

Awards, doesn’t particularly consider 

his creations – in a variety of forms – 

as “art.”

 “I feel like, if I’m
 up a creek, I may 

need a paddle so I might make one; if 

I want to play music, I m
ight make a 

drum; if I’
m cold, I might need a blan-

ket, so I’ll m
ake that,” Skultka said.

 But School District Superintendent 

Mary Wegner found Skultka’s contri-

butions to local schools so significant 

she nominated him for the Margaret 

Nick Cooke Award for Alaska Native 

Arts and Languages. He will be recog-

nized by Gov. Walker at the arts and 

humanities awards ceremony in An-

chorage in early February.

 “We appreciate his work partner-

ing with teachers and working with 

students,” Wegner said. “He’s made a 

significant effort to infuse Alaska Na-

tive arts and culture into our activities. 

He’s a great addition.”

 School District cultural director 

Nancy Douglas, who also worked on 

the nomination, agreed.

 “He’s more than deserving,” Doug-

las said. “Without Charlie, we wouldn’t 

be as advanced as we are with North-

west Coast art in our district.”

 Skultka, 53, has been an artist m
ost 

of his life
. He has worked as a demon-

stration artist f
or the Southeast Alaska 

Indian Cultural Center at Sitka Nation-

al Historical Park, and is currently the 

traditional arts sp
ecialist fo

r the Sitka 

Native Education Program, co-spon-

sored by the Sitka Tribe of Alaska and 

the Sitka School District. 

 The statement announcing the Mar-

garet Nick Cook Award says Skultka 

has demonstrated his artistic
 skills and 

“helped celebrate, honor and preserve 

Alaska Native culture.” 

 “Charlie is known and respected 

for this work and his passion for Alas-

ka Native art, which sees him partner-

ing with teachers to incorporate Native 

Arts in
to learning activities for all stu-

dents. Charlie has guided first-graders 

in creating their own personal drums 

for use in learning how to count, know 

the syllables in words, and to learn and 

perform Native songs and dances.”

 Over the years Skultka has worked 

in ivory, argulite, wood, ceramics, plas-

tic, cedar, spruce root, leather, glass, 

bone, sandcasting, bronze, brass, alu-

minum, stainless ste
el, tita

nium, gold, 

silver, oil, acrylic and airbrush – and 

probably a few others that don’t come 

to mind immediately, he said. 

 As a teen Skultka learned carving 

from Reggie Peterson, and later passed 

on skills to
 kids in a master apprentice 

program at the Sitka National Histori-

cal Park.

 He said the effort to get Native arts 

and culture into the schools has been a 

collaboration between the school dis-

trict and the Sitka Tribe of Alaska. In 

the current climate of tightening bud-

gets, cooperation is needed between 

the two entities to keep the programs 

going in the schools, he said.

 “Our children really need these 

hands-on types of things,” Skultka 

said. “It helps them be better in our so-

ciety.”
 Skultka, who used to work build-

ing boats for Allen Marine, said the 

skills he teaches in arts and culture les-

sons translate well into the workplace, 

since many pupils are learning handy 

vocational skills in
 his classes, which 

might be sewing, carving or operat-

ing the computer-operated 3-D printer 

and computer-operated router in the 

Sitka High vocational education wing. 

Skultka has spent time working with 

all ages, in every school in the district.

 He said he was surprised and 

By BECKY BOHRER

Associated Press

 JUNEAU (AP) — Bills in
troduced 

ahead of the new legislative session 

could complicate Gov. Bill Walker’s 

plans to address Alaska’s budget and 

tackle infrastructure projects.

 Two new Senate proposals — from 

Republican Bert Stedman and Demo-

crat Tom Begich — seek to enshrine a 

dividend from the Alaska Permanent 

Fund into the state constitution.

 Similar measures were introduced 

last year but pushed aside as legislators 

delayed action on a plan that would use 

fund earnings to help pay for state gov-

ernment and change how dividends are 

calculated.

 That debate is expected to be reig-

nited this session, as the state grapples 

with an ongoing deficit.

 Some use of earnings is widely 

seen as inevitable; but how much and 

what that means for the dividend is up 

for debate.

 Stedman said a structure should be 

in place to ensure lawmakers don’t dip 

into the fund in a way that will hurt 

it. He said he cautioned colleagues 

last year that the level of draw previ-

ously considered was too high and the 

amount for dividends was too low.

 “We need to go back to table, re-

think what we’re doing and start with 

the premise of, How do we protect the 

permanent fund, not how much money 

we can get out of it to
 run the state,” 

said Stedman, who is fro
m Sitka.

 The fund’s principal is constitu-

tionally protected but the dividend cur-

rently is not.

 The past two years, the formula for 

doling out dividends has not been fol-

lowed and the size of the check — paid 

to qualified Alaska residents as their 

share of the state’s oil-wealth —has 

been limited.

 Stedman and Begich have taken 

different approaches in proposing to 

amend the constitution to set limits on 

draws and to protect a dividend, setting 

new dividend calculations.

 Begich, who is from Anchorage, 

said added protections for the dividend 

are important.

 Another bill released Monday, 

from Republican Sen. Kevin Meyer, 

Jennifer Sierer holds her daughter, Ocean Lokelani Loree Crabtree, 

this morning at SEARHC Mt. Edgecumbe Hospital. Ocean was the 

first baby born in the new year in Sitka. She was born 

Continued on Back Page

nity, where people live naturally with 

the rural world,” she said. “This is a 

place where people are seeing climate 

change changes firsthand. Sitka is a 

very engaged community, where Sit-

kans are interested in what’s going on 

in science, interested in the evidence, 

whether that’s th
rough traditional Na-

tive knowledge or different methods 

that show that climate change is re
al 

and happening right now.”

 In assessing her own skillset, 

Behnken said she plans to contribute 

her expertise in fisheries, fish science, 

and modeling projections for the ef-

fects of climate change on fish stocks. 

She said she also expects to benefit 

from her teammates’ expertise, and to 

act as an intermediary between Sitkans 

and the committee.

 “Because climate change is the de-

fining issue of our tim
e, I have been 

tracking both the science and the phys-

ical evidence of climage change for 

decades,” she said. “Being on the wa-

ter for a big part of every year for over 

30 years has ensured that I re
cognize 

the reality of climate change - and that 

our country has taken far too long to 

take meaningful action.

 “I also feel a great responsibility 

to listen and learn from other mem-

bers of the group, to share what I learn 

with Alaskans outside the team, and 

to bring back to the team ideas shared 

with me,” she added.

 Busch said that both Walker and 

Mallott presided over the initial meet-

ing, where they detailed their hopes 

and expectations for what the Climate 

Action for Alaska Leadership Team 

might achieve.

 “They kind of laid out where they 

want us to go as a group, and that is to
 

advise the governor on critical actions 

to address climate change and safe-

guard Alaska for the future. The lieu-

tenant governor really wants Alaska to 

be a leader in thinking about climate 

change response.”

 She explained that Mallott’s hopes 
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By BECKY BOHRER

Associated Press

 JUNEAU (AP) — Bills in
troduced 

ahead of the new legislative session 

could complicate Gov. Bill Walker’s 

plans to address Alaska’s budget and 

tackle infrastructure projects.

 Two new Senate proposals — from 

Republican Bert Stedman and Demo-

crat Tom Begich — seek to enshrine a 

dividend from the Alaska Permanent 

Fund into the state constitution.

 Similar measures were introduced 

last year but pushed aside as legislators 

delayed action on a plan that would use 

fund earnings to help pay for state gov-

ernment and change how dividends are 

calculated.

 That debate is expected to be reig-

nited this session, as the state grapples 

with an ongoing deficit.

 Some use of earnings is widely 

seen as inevitable; but how much and 

what that means for the dividend is up 

for debate.

 Stedman said a structure should be 

in place to ensure lawmakers don’t dip 

into the fund in a way that will hurt 

it. He said he cautioned colleagues 

last year that the level of draw previ-

ously considered was too high and the 

amount for dividends was too low.

 “We need to go back to table, re-

think what we’re doing and start with 

the premise of, How do we protect the 

permanent fund, not how much money 

we can get out of it to
 run the state,” 

said Stedman, who is fro
m Sitka.

 The fund’s principal is constitu-

tionally protected but the dividend cur-

rently is not.

 The past two years, the formula for 

doling out dividends has not been fol-

lowed and the size of the check — paid 

to qualified Alaska residents as their 

share of the state’s oil-wealth —has 

been limited.

 Stedman and Begich have taken 

different approaches in proposing to 

amend the constitution to set limits on 

draws and to protect a dividend, setting 

new dividend calculations.

 Begich, who is from Anchorage, 

said added protections for the dividend 

are important.

 Another bill released Monday, from 

Republican Sen. Kevin Meyer, calls 

Linda Behnken (Sentinel Photo)

Lisa Busch (Sentinel Photo)

Charlie Skultka holds up a wolf panel created on the high school’s com-

puter-controlled router, today. (Sentinel Photo by James Poulson)
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of how we’ve responded to these events 

thanks to the brave men and women that 

I have the honor to serve as Governor.”

Dunleavy thanked the Trum
p ad-

m
inistration throughout the speech, 

particularly for its focus on boosting 

Alaska resource developm
ent, which 

was outlined in the president’s executive 

order that promised to develop the state’s 

resources “to the fullest extent possible.” 

He praised the Trump administration 

for re-opening offshore drilling and fed-

eral lands in the Arctic for oil and gas 

By JAM
ES BROOKS 

Alaska Beacon

Republicans in the Alaska Legisla-

ture voted down a new funding source 

for public school programs Thursday as 

they sustained Gov. M
ike Dunleavy’s 

veto of Senate Bill 113.

The vote on overriding the gover-

nor was 35-25, 10 votes short of the 45 

needed for an override.

Speaking after the vote, Senate 

President Gary Stevens, R-Kodiak, and 

Speaker of the House Bryce Edgmon, 

I-Dillingham, said the action is a sign 

that the Alaska Legislature will struggle 

to pass a long-term state financial plan 

like the one Dunleavy is expected to 

propose later in the day.

“It’s a preview of the debate that 

we’re going to undergo on a fiscal plan,” 

Edgmon said.

All of the “no” votes cam
e from

 

Republicans in the House and Senate 

m
inority caucuses. Among those voting 

no were some legislators, such as Sen. 

Rob Yundt, R-W
asilla, who had strongly 

supported the bill last year.

If SB 113 had been enacted, the bill 

would have shifted some corporate in-

come tax payments from other states to 

Alaska by requiring them to pay based 

on the location of their sales, not the 
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Two-Two was waiting on the loading 

dock, and placed the firearms into her 

vehicle. Surveillance footage captured 

at Eliason Harbor shows one of the 

acquaintances loading items into Two-

Two’s vehicle. She later stored the fire-

arms in that individual’s garage.  

Two-Two told police she’d seen the 

firearms on a previous trip to the float-

house after the men went m
issing; she 

denied any involvement in stealing the 

firearms, according to the affidavit. 

Police recovered the firearms on Jan. 

13 after contacting Two-Two’s acquain-

tance. He was out of town, but gave po-

lice perm
ission to enter his home and 

recover the firearms. 
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Under the Alaska Constitution, that 

veto needed to be taken up during the 

first five days of the regular session if 

lawmakers wanted to override it.

Legislators against the override of-

fered a variety of reasons —
 worries 

about costs that m
ight be passed to 

consumers, concern about the lack of 

regulations needed to im
plem

ent the 

change and doubts that the bill would 

actually send its proceeds to education.

“I don’t think the tiny amount of rev-

enue we’re going to garner from this bill 

is worth overriding the governor’s veto,” 

said Rep. Kevin M
cCabe, R-Big Lake.

Dunleavy’s office drafted the original 

version of what became Senate Bill 113 

in 2021 but never introduced it. 

Some supporters of the bill pointed 

to the governor’s authorship as a sign 

that opponents should reconsider and 

vote for an override to enact it.

But that was within the context of a 

full fiscal package, said Sen. Rob M
yers, 

R-North Pole, explaining his decision to 

vote against an override.

Rep. W
ill Stapp, R-Fairbanks, offered 

a variety of technical reasons for voting 

against an override, including the idea 

that the bill was slated to take effect at 

the start of the year without regulations 
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By CORINNE SM
ITH 

Alaska Beacon

Alaska Gov. M
ike Dunleavy delivered 

his eighth and final State of the State 

address on Thursday to a joint session of 

the Alaska State Legislature, touting the 

accomplishments of his term and promis-

ing continued momentum, particularly for 

large-scale resource development.

“Even though it’s my last year, there 

is no slowing down,” he said, and prom-

ised to work with legislators to advance 

policies in the spirit of Alaska’s inde-

pendence and resilience.

In a nearly 80 m
inute speech, Dun-

leavy gave wide-ranging rem
arks on 

his adm
inistration’s initiatives over the 

last seven years, from reducing crime to 

improving reading scores. He touched on 

econom
ic and workforce development, 

as well as the advancement of m
ining, 

oil and gas projects, like the proposed 

Alaska LNG gas pipeline project from 

the North Slope to Cook Inlet. 

On Thursday, Dunleavy shared only 

a few details on a prom
ised new state 

fiscal plan to help balance declining state 

oil revenues and pay for his proposed 

$7.75 billion draft budget this year. He 

said he plans to introduce a fiscal pack-

age in the next week, as well as bills 

focused on job training, child care and 

affordable housing. 

Dunleavy did not mention a season-

al sales tax proposal, as prom
ised in a 

cabinet meeting on W
ednesday. 

Lawmakers with the House and Sen-

ate majorities expressed interest and some 

skepticism about his new fiscal plan after 

the speech, and concern around the lack 

of details for potential new tax proposals 

as the session gets underway.

“Honestly, that’s a tremendous amount 

of things he said he wants us to get 

Gov. Dunleavy Speaks of Past Success, Future

Vote to Override Gov’s Veto of Ed Tax Bill Fails

through, so we have to do things properly 

and slowly and rightly and correctly,” said 

Senate President Gary Stevens, R-Kodiak. 

“And everything does take more time than 

you think, but we’re willing to work with 

the governor, and anxious to see what the 

specifics are of his fiscal plan.”  

House Speaker Bryce Edgmon, I-Dil-

lingham, said he is not optim
istic for a 

fiscal plan this year.

“This is the eighth year that the gov-

ernor has put a budget in front of the 

legislature with an over billion dollar 

deficit,” he said. “Yet to be contrasted 

this session with a fiscal plan that is 

going to be very controversial that none 

of us have seen yet.”

Dunleavy began the speech by ap-

plauding the state’s disaster relief efforts, 

most recently the response this fall in 

the devastating aftermath of ex-Typhoon 

Halong in W
estern Alaska. He noted 

the state has experienced 85 state and 

federal disaster declarations during his 

term, an average of one per month.

“W
e can’t control natural disasters. 

But we can control how we respond,” 

Dunleavy said. “I couldn’t be prouder 

W
ith Cross M

ountain in the background, a worker with K&
E Alaska 

gets in position to work on one of the cupolas of St. M
ichael’s Cathe-

dral M
onday. Lincoln Street was partially closed to accom

m
odate the  m

an lift which was used to reach areas where rain water has been leak-

ing onto the cathedral floors. Sitka is forecast to have one m
ore day of 

clear weather. (Sentinel Photo by Jam
es Poulson)

Roofing W
eather

location of their server farms or offices. 

The result was expected to be be-

tween $25 m
illion and $65 m

illion 

per year in new revenue for the state 

treasury, and the bill called for much of 

that money to go to programs that help 

young children learn how to read and 

to career-technical education programs 

that teach Alaskans non-college trades. 

Dunleavy vetoed the bill last fall, 

saying he was unwilling to approve any 

tax measure that was not part of a com-

prehensive, long-term plan intended to 

balance state revenue and expenses.

M
embers of the Alaska House of Representatives and Alaska Senate watch as 

the final vote on Gov. M
ike Dunleavy’s veto of Senate Bill 113 is displayed on the 

voting board in the House Thursday. (Photo by Jam
es Brooks/Alaska Beacon)
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By ANNA LAFFREY 

Daily Sitka Sentinel

A Sitka grand jury on Thursday in-

dicted a Sitka woman, Stephanie Two-

Two, 45, on one count of first-degree 

burglary and 18 counts of second-de-

gree theft for stealing firearm
s and  

other items from the Camp Coogan Bay 

residence of Quinn W
hitten and Josiah 

Bracken in the days after the two Sitka 

men went m
issing in December. 

W
hitten, 50, and Bracken, 31, were last 

seen around 11 p.m. Dec. 13 as they were 

leaving Back Beach in a skiff, a 14-foot 

silver and blue Lund, headed for their 

floathouse five m
iles southeast of Sitka. 

On Dec. 15, friends asked police to 

conduct a welfare check for the m
en. 

A multi-day search by the U.S. Coast 

Guard and partners turned up no trace 

of the men, their boat or their gear. 

On Dec. 21, Bracken’s m
other, 

Brande Bracken, visited the floathouse 

and found that more than a dozen fire-

arms were m
issing. She told police she 

suspected Two-Two of taking the guns. 

Contacted by police, Two-Two told offi-

cers she had been friends with W
hitten 

for about 20 years. 

On Jan. 15 police filed an affidavit on 

the results of their investigation, describ-

ing how, on Dec. 19, Two-Two hired two 

of her acquaintances to visit W
hitten’s 

and Bracken’s and floathouse, retrieve 

the firearms and other possessions, and 

bring those items to town.

The affidavit states that the acquain-

tances returned to Eliason Harbor, where 

Public Opposes Higher

Non-Res Limit on Deer

Continued on Back Page

Alaska W
orks on W

ays 

To Reduce OD Deaths

By YERETH ROSEN 

Alaska Beacon

Alaska had fewer overdose deaths in 

2024 than in the year prior, and state 

health officials are working on ways to 

continue to reduce that total in the future.

In all, 339 people died from
 drug 

overdoses in 2024 Alaska, a 5%
 de-

cline from the record high of 357 hit 

the year before, according to an annual 

report released by the state Department  

of Health.

Alaska’s decline was not as dramatic 

as the nationwide drop in overdose deaths.

Nationally, the 2024 death total was 

nearly 27%
 lower than the total for the 

previous year, continuing a declining 

trend that followed several years of sharp 

increases, according to the U.S. Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention.

Overdose deaths, as measured in total 

numbers, peaked in the U.S. in 2021, ac-

cording to the CDC. As measured by rate 

per 100,000 people, they peaked in 2022.

It is not yet clear whether Alaska’s de-

cline in fatal overdose rates will catch up 

to the national rates or even if the state’s 

decline will last, said Jessica Filley, an ep-

idemiology specialist with the department.

“I think it’s too early to say if this 

trend is going to continue,” said Filley, 

speaking on Thursday during a break at 

the annual Alaska Public Health Asso-

ciation Sum
m

it in Anchorage.

If the trend does continue, several 

factors m
ay be responsible, she said. 

One of those factors could be the wider 

use of naloxone, an overdose-reversal 

medicine, she said.

Distribution of the emergency medi-

cine has increased substantially in recent 

years, said Tim Easterly, coordinator of 

a Department of Health program that 

provides naloxone kits to people who 

m
ight be treating at-risk Alaskans.

W
hen the program

 started about 

eight years ago, it distributed about 

8,000 kits annually, Easterly said at the 

health sum
m

it. In the past two years, it 

has distributed more than 40,000 kits 

annually, he said. “So this program has 

grown. And, unfortunately, we contin-

ue to see dem
and, steady around that 

40,000 kits per year,” he said.

Naloxone kits are provided to schools 

around the state under a law enacted in 

2024, for example.

Filley, in a presentation at the con-

ference, described some state efforts to 

try to use a more holistic approach to 

prevent overdose deaths.

The state’s medical examination pro-

cess includes an overdose com
m

ittee 

that gathers information not just from 

official documents like toxicology re-

ports, but also from fam
ily members, 

healthcare providers, first responders 

Continued on Back Page

Baichtal of Thorne Bay, Jake Garner 

of Anchorage and Carri Ann M
ueller  

of Palmer to serve on the seven-member 

board. Both Fletcher and Allen Barrette 

of Fairbanks are returning for their sec-

ond Southeast meeting; Palin appointee 

Stosh Hoffman is serving his sixth term 

on the board. 

Nonresident deer harvest in Unit 4

One proposal to the board this year 

deals with Sitka blacktail deer hunting 

in Game M
anagement Unit 4, which en-

compasses the Baranof, Chichagof and 

Admiralty islands and the communities of 

Sitka, Port Alexander, Pelican, Elfin Cove, 

Hoonah, Tenakee Springs and Angoon.

The Alaska Department of Fish and 

Game submitted the board proposal (23) 

that would increase the non-Alaska res-

ident bag lim
it from two bucks to four 

deer (doe or bucks) each year in Unit 4, 

excluding a portion of east Chichagof.

The proposal has drawn significant pub-

lic interest. Forty people submitted written 

public comments addressing the depart-

ment proposal; 37 com
ments opposed, 

and 3 supported the idea of increasing the 

nonresident bag lim
it, per the Sentinel’s 

count of on-time public comments.

M
any of the public com

ments stress 

how record-setting snowfall in the north-

ern stretches of Unit 4, and extreme cold 

temperatures throughout the area in late 

December, could cause a decline in the 

Unit 4 deer population in future years. 

By ANNA LAFFREY 

Daily Sitka Sentinel

The Alaska Board of Game’s 2026 

Southeast Alaska regulatory m
eeting 

opened in W
rangell today with a pro-

posal that could raise the bag lim
it 

for non-Alaska resident hunters in the 

Sitka-area Gam
e M

anagem
ent Unit 4 

among issues to be decided.

Board of Game chair Jake Fletcher 

of Talkeetna called the meeting to order 

at 8:35 a.m.

In its five-day Southeast meeting, the 

board will decide on about 70 proposals 

to change how the state manages hunting 

and trapping of deer, bear, wolves, elk, 

moose, beavers, migratory birds and oth-

er animals in the five game management 

units that comprise Southeast Alaska.

The meeting is open to the public, 

and a live video stream is provided on 

the board website at www.boardofgame.

adfg.alaska.gov. M
eeting materials in-

cluding agendas, proposals, ADF&
G 

staff reports and public and agency 

com
ments also can be viewed.

M
embers of the public can still give their 

comments on proposals. In-person public 

testimony will take place in W
rangell today 

and Saturday. W
ritten comments can be 

submitted as “record copies” through the 

Board of Game website.

The game board held its last South-

east meeting in Ketchikan in 2023. Since 

then, Gov. M
ike Dunleavy has appoint-

ed Dave Lorring of Fairbanks, James 

Sitka W
oman Charged

In Gun Cache Theft

Gov. M
ike Dunleavy shakes hands with Rep. Frank To-

m
aszewski, R-Fairbanks, as he exits the House cham

bers after his State of the State address on January 23. (Photo 

by Claire Strem
ple/Alaska Beacon)

2525

Stephanie R. Two-Two (Sitka Police 

Departm
ent)
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U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski  breaks a bottle
 of champagne on the 

bow of th
e F/V Mirage Friday at th

e Gary Paxton In
dustrial Park 

deep water dock as Sitkans Jeff T
urner and Linda Behnken look on. 

Tradesmen worked at th
e industrial park over the past y

ear to in-

stall a
n electric hybrid propulsio

n system on the Mirage, completing 

the fir
st p

hase of a federally-funded Alaska Longline Fishermen's 

Asso
ciation initia

tive to fit 
three boats w

ith battery-electric motors. 

(Sentinel Photo by James P
oulson)

Hybrid Electr
ic B

oat Gets T
raditional Send-off

Senate Backs Safe Boxes For Surren
dered Infants

Citizen Input Vital,

Says Sen. M
urkowski

 Sen. Robert M
yers, R

-North Pole, sp
eaks on House Bill 5

7 in the Alaska 

Senate in 2025. (P
hoto by James Brooks/A

laska Beacon)

ANNA LAFFREY

Sentinel Staff W
riter

A decade of work on a hybrid ele
c-

tric
 boat propulsio

n project culminated 

Thursday as U.S. Senator Lisa Murkows-

ki shattered a bottle of ch
ampagne on the 

bow of the F/V Mirage, and saw
 it m

ove 

under ele
ctric

 power along the dock at 

Sitka's G
ary Paxton Industria

l Park.

Tradesmen worked at th
e industria

l 

park over th
e past y

ear to
 install th

e 

hybrid propulsio
n system on the Mirage, 

completing the first p
hase of a federal-

ly-funded Alaska Longline Fishermen's 

Association initiative to fit th
ree boats 

with battery-ele
ctric

 motors.

F/V Mirage skipper Je
ff T

urner re
-

turned Wednesday night fro
m the off-

shore black cod fishing grounds in
 order 

for M
urkowski to tour the vessel

 during 

her brief
 visit 

to Sitka.

Turner is 
using his tr

oll and longline 

fishery operations to
 break in his vessel

's 

new battery-ele
ctric

 motors.

"It 
runs nice and quiet th

e way it's
 

supposed to, and it's 
powerful enough to 

haul black cod pots f
rom 300 fathoms 

— 40-pot st
rings, o

ver and over and 

over and over," T
urner told the Sentinel.

With the hybrid system, Turner can 

run to and fro
m the fishing grounds us-

ing the boat's d
iesel 

engine, a
nd then 

switch to ele
ctric

 mode for tro
llin

g or 

longlining, or to cruise at slo
wer sp

eeds.

As Turner is 
learning the new tech-

nology and adjustin
g it t

o his v
essel, 

he's l
eaning on the technical ex

pertise
 

of energy scientist 
Chandler Kemp and 

electrician Ben Matthys, w
ho spent years 

bringing the project to life
.

“They’re my pacifiers," 
Turner sa

id. 

"W
hen things go wrong, I te

xt them pic-

tures of w
hat ev

erything is d
oing. If 

I 

see an error m
essage, I 

send it t
o them 

and they tell
 me 'try

 this.'"

As M
urkowski arriv

ed at th
e indus-

tria
l park Thursday, 2

8 people — trades-

men, three Mirage crew
men, ALFA staff 

and partners —
 gathered in a circl

e on 

the dock.

ALFA executive director Linda 

Behnken introduced Turner, Kemp, 

Matthys, m
arine ele

ctric
ian Dan Coo-

per and marine fabricator Je
rem

y Serka 

as m
embers o

f th
e team that m

ade the 

project a reality.

Serka, of Sitka Custom Marine, 

provided the shop space, m
aterials a

nd 

equipment needed for th
e project.

He helped reb
uild Turner's 

propulsio
n 

system
 and redesig

n the Mirag
e engine 

room, as well a
s th

e cabin, to make way 

for th
e batte

ry-ele
ctric

 equipment.

"Everything got moved except for the 

generato
r and the freezer sy

stem
," Serka 

told the Sentinel. "
It w

as a lot to do in a 

short amount of tim
e."

Serka sa
id that th

e m
ost ex

citin
g chal-

lenge came early this y
ear, ju

st b
efore 

the team was sc
heduled to commissio

n 

the vesse
l.

"We realized the engine showed up 

with the wrong flywheel —
 fro

m the 

factory, t
hey put in the wrong flywheel, 

so there was no sta
rter we could get to

 

actu
ally engage th

at fl
ywheel," 

Serka sa
id. 

"So we had to figure that o
ut, and then 

pull ap
art th

e en
gine, get a 

new flywheel, 

replace it, 
you know, overnight, essen

-

tially, 
to make this w

ork, and that w
as a 

big challen
ge."

ALFA board member Terry Perenso-

vich chimed in: "T
hat's t

he thing about 

cuttin
g edge, all th

ose problems get dis-

covered so the next guy that does th
is 

will k
now what to

 anticipate.

"Henry Ford didn't st
art w

ith an as-

sembly plant, ri
ght?" Perensovich said. 

"He was in
 the barn figuring out how 

to build a car."

After m
eeting the team members, 

Murkowski asked Turner w
hy he de-

cided to make his b
oat av

ailable for 

hybrid-electric
 conversio

n.

Turner sa
id he was in

itially draw
n to 

the project to
 "be greener, m

aybe sav
e 

money."
Now that he's fi

shing with the hybrid 

vesse
l, th

e ab
sence of noise "

is so
mething 

I really notice," T
urner sa

id. "A
 quiet b

oat 

is fa
tigue-fre

e. Y
ou can talk in a normal 

voice, y
ou don’t h

ave to yell a
cross t

he 

deck.”
Murkowski said that w

ith the way fuel 

prices a
re going, Turner sh

ould feel g
ood 

about pioneering the hybrid technology.

"Everyone’s 
going to be looking at 

you with ‘ele
ctric

 envy,'” she said.

Behnken noted that th
e team is p

re-

paring to install an all-el
ectric

 inboard 

power sy
stem on the F/V Energizer, a 

Juneau gilln
et b

oat that's n
ow in Serka's 

shop.
Before christe

ning the F/V Mirag
e by 

breaking a bottle of ch
ampagne, M

atth
ys 

led Murkowski on an inspection tour of 

the hybrid vessel
.

"I fe
lt lik

e a fi
sh out of water

," M
atth

ys 

said of his ti
me in the engine room with 

the senator. "I
t was cool to

 discu
ss t

he 

challenges of fittin
g things in

 boats, a
nd 

looking at o
pportunities

 to do this fo
r the 

fleet. .
.. W

e need U.S. manufacturing to 

have capacity to make these goodies, 

batteries, all of th
at."

Kemp, an assis
tant professor of su

s-

tainable energy at th
e Universit

y of 

Alaska Fairbanks B
risto

l Bay campus, 

trav
eled to Sitka for th

e christ
ening 

Thursday.

He joined the ALFA project team in 

2016, beginning by researching energy 

efficien
cy on boats. 

Ten years la
ter, 

Kemp 

said it's 
surprisin

g to be showing a U.S. 

Senator a completed, hybrid-electric
 

fishing vessel
.

The success i
s due largely to fisher-

men who were invested in the project, 

and the profess
ionals in

 Sitka who sup-

ported installation of the hybrid-ele
ctric

 

system, Kemp said.

"I th
ink the work that w

e're 
doing now 

really lay
s th

e groundwork for if,
 in the 

future, f
olks did want to have an operat

ion 

that w
as fu

lly powered by ren
ewable en-

ergy," K
emp said. "S

o it's 
really exciting 

to get to
 this p

oint, and it's 
interest

ing to 

think about what c
omes n

ext."

By SEAN MAGUIRE

 Alaska Beacon

The Alaska Senate last w
eek ad-

vanced a bill t
hat would allow for th

e 

anonymous su
rrendering of in

fants in
 

so-called infant sa
fety devices.

The boxes are located on the exteri-

ors o
f buildings. T

hey are clim
ate con-

trolled and monitored by video. W
hen 

the device is 
opened, a 911 request is

 

automatically made. 

Alaskans have been able to surrender 

infants s
ince 2008. Newborns m

ust b
e 

given directly to police officers, fi
refight-

ers, d
octors o

r other medical personnel. 

They are then turned over to the Alaska 

Office of Children Services fo
r adoption. 

In Alaska, an infant m
ust b

e aged 

21 days or younger to
 be surrendered 

legally. 

North Pole Republican Sen. Robb 

Myers i
s th

e lead sponsor of Senate 

Bill 
9. It

 would allow newborns to
 

be surrendered in clim
ate-controlled 

boxes, lo
cated outsid

e police sta
tions, 

fire departm
ents, h

ospitals a
nd other 

locations. 

Myers s
aid that around one baby a 

year has been surrendered in Alaska 

since 2008. Despite that, th
ree infants 

have been found abandoned in Alaska 

since 2013: Two were found dead; one 

newborn was discovered alive in Fair-

banks in
 a box in winter. 

Myers s
aid safe surrender devices 

would help sav
e lives. P

arents c
an feel 

By ANNA LAFFREY

 Sentinel Staff W
riter

In a 19-minute interview before 

boarding Flight 67 to Anchorage Thurs-

day, 
U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski ta

lked 

with local news re
porters a

bout th
e 

reorganization the U.S. Forest S
ervice 

has announced, with plans to
 shut down 

regional offices and move headquarters 

from Washington, D.C., to
 Salt L

ake 

City.As th
e restru

cturing gets u
nderway, 

agency executives have indicated that 

“Alaska will c
ontinue to be view

ed as 

its r
egion,” Murkowski sa

id.  “We will 

have a state director, and under that sta
te 

director we will c
ontinue to have our re-

gional su
pervisors in

 the Tongass, (
and) 

up in the Chugach.”

That str
ucture is s

till 
taking shape as 

Alaska leaders a
re currently working as 

part of a larger Pacific team overseen by 

a Pacific Northwest R
egional Forester, 

and with change lik
ely for th

e Alaska 

Regional Forester positio
n, USFS lead-

ers s
aid in a presentation in March. 

Murkowski noted sta
ffing is 

down 

significantly fro
m when Trump took 

office, w
ith Tongass st

affing down about 

30% fro
m last y

ear.

That could present challenges fo
r 

foresters w
ith major projects in

 fro
nt 

of th
em, “whether it'

s th
e revisio

ns to
 

the Tongass M
anagement Plan, th

e 

discussio
ns about th

e President's e
x-

ecutive order, th
e shared ste

wardship 

agreement with the sta
te, d

iscussio
ns 

about th
e Roadless R

ule,”
 Murkowski 

said.
“How does all th

is come about if y
ou 

don't have the men and women on the 

ground to help facilita
te this?” she asked.

Murkowski encouraged Alaskans to
 

engage fully with the ongoing USFS 

process to
 develop a rev

ised land man-

agement plan for th
e Tongass N

ational 

Forest. 
People can submit online public com-

ments o
n a 117-page “draft p

lan” that 

the Forest S
ervice publish

ed last m
onth; 

the agency scheduled an open house at 

Harrig
an Centennial Hall on April 2

7 to 

get in
-person feedback on that draft plan. 

Murkowski said people should speak 

up about how they use the Tongass f
or 

cultural activities, c
ustomary and tra

-

ditional harvestin
g, to

urism
, and other 

activities.

“Alaskans need to be weighing in 

here,”
 Murkowski sa

id. “You have an 

administra
tion in play rig

ht now who 

is v
ery, 

very aggressiv
e, le

aning into 

resource development, in
cluding on the 

timber harvest and management sid
e. W

e 

get th
at, but we also recognize that th

e 

Tongass is
 a multiple-use forest. A

lways 

has been, always w
ill b

e.”

Murkowski has lo
ng opposed ap-

plication of th
e 2001 Roadless R

ule in 

Alaska; Forest S
ervice personnel a

re 

currently working through the process 

to repeal th
e 2001 rule, w

hich could 

open the Tongass t
o more logging. A 

draft e
nvironmental im

pact sta
tement 

is e
xpected this sp

ring, and will b
e re-

leased for a public comment period. 

Murkowski to
uched on funding for 

the Alaska Marine Highway System
. On 

Monday, t
he Federal Transit A

dminis-

tration opened an application window 

for a grant to fund operation of the state-

run ferrie
s.

Although the Trump administra
tion 

froze the program for a year, A
laska 

law
makers a

t the request o
f Gov. M

ike 

Dunelav
y wrote a $78 millio

n federal 

grant into the current year’s b
udget for 

ferrie
s. 

“So it's
 about a $78 millio

n hole 

– that's s
ubstantial,” Murkowski sa

id 

Thursday, 
noting that th

e grant appli-

cation window would be opening “im-

minently.”
 

“That’s g
ood, that’s i

mportant, th
at’s 

going to be necessary, b
ut again, I w

ant 

to make sure that w
hat w

e have is 
a 

marine highway system that is 
standing 

on its 
own, that the sta

te of Alaska has 

made a commitm
ent to

wards,” Mur-

kowski sa
id.  "T

he federal government 

is th
ere to be a help, but we cannot be 

the prim
ary funder.”

On a separate topic Murkowski 

said recent changes w
ithin the Small 

Business A
dministr

ation could be 

lim
itin

g the number of fe
deral 8(a) 

Business D
evelopment Program con-

tracts a
warded to Alaska Native Cor-

porations. M
urkowski sa

id that could 

lim
it th

e economic im
pact of th

ose 

ANCs in
 Alaska. M

any ANCs also 

have headquarters o
n the east c

oast. 

The senator also fielded questio
ns 

about housing and the cost o
f liv

ing 

in Alaska communitie
s; s

he closed 

out th
e interview by recording a short 

and sw
eet announcement fo

r R
aven 

Radio’s “Roof Our Roost” spring fund 

drive for a roof re
placement on the 

histo
ric Cable House.

While in Sitka on Thursday Mur-

kowski visite
d the new $300 millio

n 

SEARHC hospital facility
, toured Mt. 

Edgecumbe High School, v
isite

d the 

12 Sitka Homeless C
oalitio

n units t
hat 

comprise
 the Hítx'i Sáani Communi-

ty, 
and hung out at th

e Gary Paxton 

Industri
al Park with the team that 

recently converted the F/V Mirage 

into a hybrid-electric
 vessel as part 

of an Alaska Longline Fisherman’s 

Asso
ciation project.

shame or th
e fear of potential re

cog-

nitio
n when giving a child to another 

person, he said. The clim
ate-controlled 

boxes are intended to remove that bar-

rier.
The Anchorage Fire Departm

ent, 

City of Fairbanks, th
e Alaska Children’s 

Trust a
nd other groups su

pport th
e leg

-

isla
tive change.

The Alaska Senate advanced the bill 

on an 18-2 vote. S
ens. B

ert S
tedman, a 

Sitka Republican, and Löki Tobin, an 

Anchorage Democrat, voted no.

Tobin said the anonymity of su
rren-

dering a child into a baby box could lead 

to abuse of women. She said the boxes 

introduce the potential th
at tra

ffickers 

could surrender babies w
ithout a moth-

er’s c
onsent.“The potential m

isuses fo
r 

these devices fa
r outweigh the benefits,” 

Tobin said.

All 5
0 sta

tes allow for th
e surren-

dering of in
fants. A

lmost h
alf o

f sta
tes 

allow for newborns to
 be surrendered in 

baby boxes, w
hich has accelerated sin

ce 

Roe vs. W
ade was overturned, partic

u-

larly in Republican-led sta
tes. 

If th
e bill p

asses, th
e Alaska Depart-

ment of Public Safety would be tasked 

with draftin
g reg

ulations fo
r th

e place-

ment of in
fant sa

fety devices. E
ach in-

fant sa
fety device is 

estim
ated to cost 

$16,000. That ex
cludes su

rveilla
nce and 

security
 costs, 

which sta
te officials sa

y 

could be “sig
nificant.” 

SB 9 now advances to
 the House for 

its c
onsideration. Similar leg

isla
tion has 

been advancing through that leg
isla

tive 

chamber. 

–––––––––––––
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Trump Backs O
ff

On Destro
ying Ira

n

By BASSEM MROUE,

 JON GAMBRELL and 

SAMY MAGDY

 Associated Press

TEHRAN, Ira
n (AP) —

 U.S. Pres-

ident Donald Trump said late Tuesday 

he's p
ullin

g back on his th
reats to

 attack 

Iranian bridges, p
ower plants a

nd other 

civilian targets, s
ubject to Ira

n agreeing 

to a two-week ceasefire and reopening 

of th
e Strait o

f H
ormuz. Trump also 

said Ira
n has proposed a "w

orkable" 

10-point peace plan that could help end 

war th
e U.S. and Isr

ael la
unched on 

Feb. 28.

In a post o
n his s

ocial m
edia site

, 

Trump said Ira
n could agree "to

 the 

COMPLETE, IM
MEDIATE, and 

SAFE OPENING of th
e Strait of Hor-

muz" a
nd said that he'd then "su

spend 

the bombing and attack of Ir
an for a 

period of tw
o weeks."

Trump had previously threatened 

Tuesday that a "whole civiliz
ation will 

die tonight" i
f Ir

an fails 
to meet his 

latest d
eadline to str

ike a deal th
at 

includes re
opening the str

ait th
rough 

which a fifth of th
e world's oil is

 tra
ns-

ported during peacetim
e. B

ut si
nce 

the war began, Trump has re
peatedly 

backed off o
f deadlines ju

st b
efore they 

expire.
The president sa

id in his s
ocial 

media post th
at Ira

n has presented "a 

workable basis o
n which to negotiate."

"Almost a
ll of th

e various points o
f 

past c
ontention have been agreed to 

between the United States and Ira
n, 

but a tw
o week period will a

llow the 

Agreement to be finalized and consum-

mated," T
rump said.

Earlier Trump threats raised 

alarms

Trump's e
xpansive threat Tuesday 

did not se
em to account fo

r potential 

harm to civilians, prompting Democrats 

in Congress, s
ome United Nations of-

ficials a
nd scholars i

n milita
ry law

 to 

say such str
ikes w

ould violate inter-

national law
.

Tehran's re
presentative at th

e U.N., 

Amir-S
aeid Ira

vani, sa
id the threats 

"constitu
te incitement to

 war crim
es 

and potentially genocide" a
nd that Ira

n 

would "ta
ke im

mediate and propor-

tionate reciprocal measures" if
 Trump 

launches devastating str
ikes.

The U.S. and Isr
ael have battered 

Iran with attacks ta
rgeting its 

milita
ry 

capabiliti
es, l

eadersh
ip and nuclear 

program. Ir
an has re

sponded with a 

stre
am of st

rikes on Isr
ael and Gulf 

Arab neighbors, c
ausing reg

ional chaos 

and outsiz
ed economic and politic

al 

shock.
Late Tuesday, P

akista
n's prim

e min-

iste
r urged Trump to extend his d

ead-

line by two weeks to
 allow diplomacy 

to advance. I
n a post o

n X, Shehbaz 

Sharif, 
whose country has been leading 

negotiations, a
lso asked Ira

n to open 

up for tw
o weeks th

e Strait of Hormuz.

Before the deadline, a
irst

rikes hit 

two bridges and a tra
in sta

tion, and 

the U.S. hit m
ilita

ry infrastru
cture on 

Kharg Isla
nd, a key hub for Ira

nian oil 

production.

Trump has extended deadlines 

before

Since the war began, Trump has re
-

peatedly im
posed deadlines lin

ked to 

threats, o
nly to extend them. Tehran 

previously rejected a 45-day ceasefire 

proposal by Egyptian, Pakista
ni and 

Turkish mediators, 
saying it w

ants a
 

permanent end to the war.

Iran's president said 14 millio
n 

people, 
including himself, h

ave vol-

unteered to fight. T
hat's d

espite Trump 

say
ing that U.S. fo

rces could wipe out 

all b
ridges in

 Ira
n in a matter of hours 

and reduce all power plants to
 sm

oking 

rubble in roughly the same tim
e fra

me.

It w
as not clear if 

airst
rikes against 

Iran on Tuesday were linked to Trump's 

threats to
 widen the civilia

n target lis
t. 
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Sure Sign of Spring:Herring Season Opens
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Gloria Burns, president of Ketchikan Indian Com-

munity, is pictured at front during the one open 

house that the Department of Interior held as part 

of the review of its federal subsistence management 

program. The February 3 open house at the USFWS 

Anchorage Office was filled to capacity. The over-

flow crowd was diverted to a listening station set up 

in the lobby. (Photo provided)

Crew members aboard the Cordova seiner Leading Lady watch from the 

deck as their herring catch is pumped aboard a tender this afternoon 
near Jamestown Bay. Today was the first opening in the Sitka Sound sac 

roe herring fishery. (Sentinel Photo by James Poulson)

Sitkans Back Subsistence as Comment Period Ends

Mariculture Industry in Alaska Slowly Growing
Tlingit and Haida Tribe Election Results Certified

Continued on Back Page

By Sentinel StaffVoting results in last week's Central 
Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian 
Tribes of Alaska election of delegates 
and Community Council members were 
certified Monday.Seven people ran for five, two-year 
seats as Sitka chapter delegates, who 
travel to Tribal Assembly meetings to 
represent tribal citizens in Sitka.  Elect-
ed were Charles "Charlie" "Kitkoon" 
Skultka Jr. with 94 votes, Alicia "Lisa" 
Gassman with 87 votes, K'aax'alatseen 
Patricia Alexander with 78 votes, Tkl' 
Un Yeik Paulette Moreno with 73 votes 
and Robert "Bob" Sam with 59 votes. 

Five people were elected to two-year 
terms as Community Council mem-
bers, who do the work of governing the 
tribe but don't attend Tribal Assembly.  

By SEAN MAGUIRE Alaska BeaconAlaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy has pro-
posed eliminating property taxes for 
the Alaska LNG project to incentivize 
development of the $46 billion gas line 
and export facilities. The bill was introduced to the Leg-
islature on March 20 and would exempt 
the project from local taxes in Alas-
ka, including property and sales taxes. 
Instead, a volume-based tax would be 
levied once the pipeline starts producing 
significant quantities of gas from the 
North Slope. In a statement, Dunleavy said his 

legislation “removes a structural barrier” 
that would help get the gas line built. The 
project is expected to create thousands of 
construction jobs, spur the development 
of new industries and potentially lower 
power and heating bills for consumers. 
“We bring more gas into Alaska and 
stabilize supply — that lowers cost for 
families like yours and businesses,” 
Dunleavy said Wednesday on social 
media. 

The state of Alaska is expected to 
collect over $22.5 billion in new revenue 
from the project over the next 36 years, 
primarily from production taxes and 
royalties, according to state economists. 

In addition to exempting the project 
from property and sales taxes during 
its ramp-up period, the Alaska Depart-
ment of Revenue estimates Dunleavy’s 
bill would equate to a 90% reduction in 
property tax revenue, once the pipeline 
is at full capacity.  Municipal governments are expected 
to take the biggest hit from that change. 
If the project was built under current 
tax law, they would collect an extra $13 
billion in revenue through 2062, or $360 
million annually.Some long-time lawmakers have 
questioned whether the pipeline will 
result in reduced gas prices. Others have 
questioned why such a sharp reduction 
in property taxes is needed. ‘Industrial renaissance’An 800-mile pipeline from the North 

Electees are Laxgiik Michael Baines, 
Thomas "Tommy" Gamble, Cathleen 
"Cass" Pook, Mary Bernhardt-Smith, 
Tammy Young and Harriet Beleal.Tlingit & Haida is a sovereign, feder-
ally recognized tribal government that 
represents more than 38,000 Tlingit and 
Haida people worldwide, and is made 
up of 22 community chapters, including 
the Sitka chapter.The governing body of Tlingit & 
Haida is composed of the Tribal As-
sembly of delegates and the Executive 
Council; elections of delegates and 
Community Council members are held 
every two years. Elections rules, re-
ports and a copy of the Tlingit & Haida 
Constitution are available at https://
tlingitandhaida.gov/governance/elec-
tions/. 

Slope to deliver natural gas to market 
has been a dream in Alaska for decades. 
But prior efforts have all fallen short. 

Supporters say its prospects have 
never been stronger. Key permits are in 
hand, several Asian nations are interest-
ed in buying Alaska’s gas, and President 
Donald Trump has voiced support for 
the project.Former Democratic U.S. Sen. Mark 
Begich has been hired by the Dunleavy 
administration to help advance the pipe-
line. He told lawmakers the 1973 oil 
shock helped spur development of North 
Slope oil. Now, war in the Middle East 
has upended LNG production and raised 
prices, which makes Alaska natural gas 
more attractive, he said.“This is our moment,” he said to the 
House Resources Committee on Mon-
day, calling the gas line “an incredible 
project.” 

Glenfarne, a New York-based compa-
ny, signed on to develop the pipeline last 
January. It owns 75% of the project while 
the Alaska Gasline Development Corp., 
a state agency, owns the remaining 25%.

But the economics of the $46 billion 
gas line remain uncertain.Glenfarne chose to split the proj-
ect in two. The first phase would see 
construction of a pipeline for domestic 
consumption, with delivery of gas tar-
geted for 2029. The second phase would 
construct a plant and shipping terminal 
in Cook Inlet for export. Alaska’s current tax structure means 
a 2% property tax can be levied on oil 
and gas infrastructure. Dunleavy’s tax proposal would im-
pose a volume-based alternative. A new 
tax would be levied at 6 cents on every 
thousand cubic feet of gas, which would 
increase by 1% annually.The tax would only be imposed once 
the pipeline delivers an average of 1 
billion cubic feet of gas per day or 10 
years after gas starts being produced. 

Dan Stickel, economist with the De-
partment of Revenue, on Wednesday 
said reducing property taxes would help 

Gov Wants Taxes CutFor Gas Line Builder

Margo Reveil of Jakolof Bay Oyster Company holds a shucked oyster at a 

March 10 reception at the Mariculture Conference of Alaska in Anchorage. 

(Photo by Yereth Rosen/Alaska Beacon)

By Sentinel StaffSitka Sound sac roe herring fish-
ery opened at noon today, with about 
20 seiners fishing an area that in-
cludes Crescent Bay and Jamestown 
Bay east of town, the Department of 
Fish and Game said.Aaron Dupuis, area management 
biologist, estimated the fishery 
would last until fishermen caught 
the processors' capacity, which is 
about 500 to 600 tons for the day.

Dupuis spoke to the Sentinel 
brief ly while managing the fishery 
aboard the vessel Eric C."It's the first opening of the year, 

and it's going pretty well," he said.
The guideline harvest level 

(GHL) for this year's fishery is 
35,015 tons, which is 15% of the 
233,433 tons of mature herring 
that managers expect to return this 
year. That forecast is a 6% decrease 
from the 2025 mature pre-fishery 
biomass estimate of 247,081 tons, 
ADF&G said.The department has been con-
ducting vessel sonar and aerial 
surveys and doing test sets for the 
last few days, including near Bieli 
Rocks, two miles west of Sitka then 
increasingly closer to town.

ANNA LAFFREY Sentinel Staff WriterDuring a public comment period that 
will close at 11:59 p.m. Monday, some 
1,750 individuals and organizations have 
weighed in on the Trump administra-
tion’s ongoing review of Alaska’s Fed-
eral Subsistence Management Program.

As of today, more than 100 Sitka 
residents and organizations have sub-
mitted comments, the great majority 
saying the federal subsistence program 
is central to food security and Alaska 
Native cultural traditions, and that the 
federal subsistence program must main-
tain meaningful authority to protect fish 
and wildlife harvests on federal public 
lands and waters. Comments are available for the pub-
lic to view as they are submitted online 
through the Federal Register.The comments address how the 
secretaries of agriculture and interior, 
both appointed by President Trump, are 
currently reviewing seven "topics" foun-
dational to federal subsistence manage-
ment. Topics include the membership of 
the Federal Subsistence Board, which is 
the decision-making body for the sub-
sistence program; the Board’s ability to 
take special or emergency management 
actions; and the role of the state and the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
in the program.The federal subsistence program car-
ries out Title VIII of the Alaska National 
Interest Lands Conservation Act to pro-
vide a harvest priority on federal lands 

By YERETH ROSEN Alaska BeaconAlaska’s mariculture industry is con-
tinuing to grow, even though it is in its 
infancy compared to that in other states.

Alaska’s shellfish farms reported just 
under $1.5 million in sales of oysters and 
mussels in 2024 and $48,713 in aquatic 
plant sales, according figures collected 
by Emily Gettis, at the state Department 
of Natural Resources.In comparison, Washington state in 
2022 sold $166.4 million worth of farmed 
mollusks, according to the McKinley Re-
search Group. Washington is the top U.S. 
state in production of farmed shellfish; 
Alaska is not even in the top 10 on that 
list, according to the McKinley Research 
Group.

Also dwarfing Alaska’s output is 
Maine’s booming seaweed-harvesting 
industry, which generated $1.6 million 
in sales in 2020, according to reports 
from that state. Maine supplies about 60% 
of the edible seaweed that is farmed in 
the United States, according to industry 
reports.

Still, Alaska’s industry is expanding, 
thanks to research, strategic investment 
and a desire to bolster coastal commu-
nities’ economies.Michelle Morris, permit coordinator 
for the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, described some of that growth 
in a presentation at the annual Maricul-
ture Conference of Alaska, organized by 
the Alaska Sea Grant program and held 
March 9 to 12 in Anchorage.The number of aquatic farm applica-

tions received by the department over the 
last 10 years is about triple that received 
over the previous 10-year period, rising 
to more than 150 from the 46 received 
between 2006 and 2015. “So that’s pretty 
crazy,” she said.There are potentially more sites that 
could spur permit applications.The National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration has published a 
new atlas identifying 77 areas in the Gulf 
of Alaska that are suitable for shellfish 
or seaweed farming. NOAA research-

ers analyzed over 4 million acres across 
those 10 study areas and identified 77 
locations totaling 13,000 acres, said Ali-
cia Bishop of NOAA Fisheries’ Alaska 
regional office.The atlas is part of a wider multiyear 
program to establish sites formally desig-
nated as Aquaculture Opportunity Areas, 
Bishop said.“The whole goal of this planning 
process is to find locations that may be 
environmentally, socially and economi-
cally suitable for aquaculture,” she said.

There are also environmental con-
siderations: effects on mariculture and 
effects created by mariculture, both pos-
itive and negative.Higher water temperatures, a problem 

increasing with climate change, are tied to 
increased risks of harmful algal blooms 
and parasites that can cause shellfish 
eaters to become ill. Fending off those 
risks requires regular monitoring of water 
temperatures and diligence about keeping 
farmed oysters chilled, issues that were 
detailed at a special food-safety workshop 
that was part of the conference.Shellfish farms can also attract otters 
and other wild marine mammals seek-
ing easy meals, though there are ways 
to fend off such raids, experts said at the 
conference.Ocean acidification, the result of at-

mospheric carbon dioxide being absorbed 
in the water, inhibits shellfish growth 
and can affect all sectors of the seafood 
industry.

At the same time, shellfish and kelp 
farms can, if properly managed, enhance 
marine ecosystems in localized areas 
and help native species there develop 
resilience to environmental changes, 
said Ester Kennedy of the University of 
Alaska Southeast.Activities like kelp farming, however, 
cannot be seen as panaceas to environ-
mental degradation, Kennedy cautioned. 
“Kelp is great, but it’s not going to fix 
the water chemistry problem,” she said.

There are also important social issues 
affected by mariculture, conference 

Snow Cleanup ShiftsTo Priority RoadwaysBy Sentinel StaffContractors and city crews so far 
have removed 7,500 cubic yards of snow 
in berms along roadways, a city official 
said today.“We’re evaluating additional loca-

tions to continue stacking and managing 
snow as operations move forward,” Pub-
lic Works Director Mark Seavey said.

Crews today continued checking 
storm drains and addressing potholes 
“as conditions shift,” Seavey said. "In 
preparation for scheduled performanc-
es at the Performing Arts Center this 

weekend, crews are prioritizing snow 
removal in that area to support increased 
traffic and safe access."The National Weather Service fore-
cast calls for a 40 percent chance of 
snow showers, mainly between 10 p.m. 
tonight and 4 a.m. Saturday, with the 
low around 28 degrees overnight. On 
Saturday a high of 38 degrees with a 
30 percent chance of snow showers is 
expected to be followed by an over-
night low of 27. On Sunday, a high of 
40 degrees with snow flurries and an 
overnight low of 30 degrees are forecast.

for residents of "rural” Alaska commu-
nities, particularly when a population of 
a given fish or wildlife species declines 
and harvests must be restricted.The U.S. Interior Department an-
nounced on December 15 that it was 
launching the “scoping period" concern-

ing the subsistence program, in line with 
President Trump's order that all federal 
government departments be evaluat-
ed, and his direction that federal land 
managers in Alaska conduct meaningful 
consultation with ADF&G.Following the comment period that's 

open through March 30, the federal gov-
ernment could kick off a process of mak-
ing regulatory changes to the federal sub-
sistence management program for Alaska. 

In comments submitted so far, Sitka 
residents stressed the importance of hav-
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$17.85 pci

$2.20/line first;
$1.70 subsequent;
$17.60 pci display

Print

Size Width Height 1x
(-10%)

2x
(-20%)

3x
(-30%)
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