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TIMES
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Repairs: 
Community Center work 
yields positive results.

See Page 3A

Essays: 
Contest winners named, 

top entry shared.
See Page 12A For weather updates 

and forecasts go to 
fhtimes.com

Times photo by Ryan Winslett
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS ... SHOP & DINE LOCAL

Oktoberfest: 
Chamber announces new 
schedule for local event.

See Page 11A

VAL Art Show set

By Bob Burns
Times Reporter

By Bob Burns
Times Reporter

By George Zeliff
Times Reporter

More MONEY 
for 

your Home 

Less than 3% commission (total!) for homes listed over $300k  

Full Service "Flat Fee" Home Selling Method
Call 480-226-7373 or visit www.FlatFeeAZ.com

and a lot LESS COMMISSION!

 The Verdes Art League 
Spring Art Show & Sale 
will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, March 
18, in the Rio Verde Com-
munity Center. 
 The Show will feature 
the work of 25 Verde art-
ists, many of whom have 
won awards locally and 
nationally for their crea-
tivity. A variety of media 
will be presented, includ-

ing jewelry, paintings, 
textiles, photography, 
greeting cards, decorative 
gourds, wood carving, ce-
ramics, leatherwork and 
glass. 
 In addition, there will 
be a silent auction of 
works donated by many 
of the participating art-
ists. Come and enjoy 
a fun day. Everyone is 
welcome.

$33 million
Projected budget presented

Update on MCSO contract

Kite Festival Saturday

Shamrocks and smiles
Kylee Sweisberger was all smiles after having her face painted at Irish Fountain Fest, 
hosted out of Fountain Park on Saturday, March 11. Sweisberger and her family were 
visiting the early Saint Patrick’s Day celebration from Kansas, joining an ocean of 
emerald-clad visitors to enjoy food, drink, music and, of course, the greening of the 
Fountain. For additional photos, see page 10A and the online gallery at fhtimes.com.

FHHS

Field project authorized

 The Pakistan Informa-
tion and Cultural Organi-
zation (PICO) will hold 
its annual kite festival in 
Fountain Park this Satur-
day, March 18, from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
 Kite Flying is celebrated 
in many Asian countries to 
celebrate arrival of spring-
time. Kites are sold at the 
festival for $5 to $7.  Peo-

ple are welcome to bring 
their own kites. Many of 
the kites flown in previous 
years were large custom-
made kites. 
 Organizers said Foun-
tain Park provides the 
right wind conditions for 
an amazing kite flying ex-
perience.  
 In addition, there will 
be live music, food, henna 

tattoos and the star of the 
festival – hundreds of fly-
ing kites. There will also be 
live demonstrations of kite 
fights at 12 and 2 p.m.
 Nearly 2,000 people 
have attended the festival 
in Fountain Park in previ-
ous years.
 Visit pakistaninforma-
tion.org for additional de-
tails.

The Pakistan Information and Cultural Organization (PICO) holds its annual Kite 
Festival in Fountain Park.

 The Town of Fountain 
Hills’ law enforcement con-
tract with the Maricopa 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
(MCSO) expires at the end 
of the current fiscal year 
(June 30), so officials have 
been working toward a new 
intergovernmental agree-
ment (IGA) for services. 
Town Council received an 
update on the progress of 
discussions at its Feb. 28 
planning retreat.
 Some council members 
believe the Town has over-

paid the county for serv-
ices that were not received 
primarily due to person-
nel shortages. They want 
that issue resolved with 
compensation before go-
ing forward with a new 
agreement. This was an 
issue that former Council-
man David Spelich raised 
concerns about numerous 
times during his council 
term. Spelich is a former 
Chicago Police officer and 
still works in law enforce-
ment.
 Town Manager Grady 
Miller told the council 
that the county disagrees 

with the assessment that 
services covered under 
the existing contract were 
not provided. He said 
the Town might consider 
being more specific in 
personnel and services 
expected in a new agree-
ment where annual re-
view could result in some 
reimbursement.
 C o u n c i l m a n  G e r r y 
Friedel said he respects 
the judgement of Spelich 
and asked for a legal con-
sultation during a closed 
executive session to discuss 

 The Town Council got 
its first look at the pro-
jected budget numbers for 
the 2023/2024 Fiscal Year 
when it held its annual 
retreat on Tuesday, Feb. 28.
 Finance Director Dav-
id Pock presented a plan 
that totals $33,033,100 in 
base expenditures over all 
funds. This includes $19.2 
million in General Fund 
expenditures.
 Pock had revenue fore-
casts totaling $42.3 million 

for the next fiscal year. 
All of these numbers are 
reductions over the cur-
rent fiscal year. Pock said 
he is taking an especially 
conservative approach in 
his budget forecasts for 
the coming year due to 
economic uncertainties.
 Contract services ac-
count for nearly $10.4 mil-
lion of the General Fund 
budget. This includes the 
public safety agreements 
with Maricopa County 
Sheriffs Office for law en-
forcement and Rural/Metro 
Corp. for fire and emer-

gency medical.
 Although a transfer of 
the Rural/Metro agreement 
to an in-house fire depart-
ment is expected at the 
middle of the upcoming fis-
cal year, it is not expected 
to have an impact on the 
balance of the numbers.
 Payroll and benefits 
are in the budget for 
$5,756,100, which is un-
changed from the budget 
for the current fiscal year.
 The projected Streets 
Fund expenses total $5.9 

Time for Fountain Hills Day
 The Fountain Hills 
Chamber of Commerce is 
bringing Fountain Hills 
Day, presented by The 
Linkous Group, Ltd., to the 
Avenue of the Fountains 
to celebrate and bring to-
gether all that is Fountain 
Hills with local businesses, 

clubs and organizations to 
showcase what the com-
munity has to offer.
 Fountain Hills Day is 
this Saturday, March 18, 
along Avenue of the Foun-
tain from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 There will be multiple 
expos and events with-

in this event including a 
Health and Wellness Expo, 
Home and Garden Expo, 
Wild About Pets Expo, 
Have Faith Expo, Philan-
thropy in the Hills, and 
the Kids’ Zone. Another 

 The Fountain Hills Uni-
fied School District Gov-
erning Board authorized 
Superintendent Dr. Cain 
Jagodzinski to move for-
ward with the plan to re-
place the high school field 
at the last Board meeting 
on Wednesday, March 8. 
 Jagodzinski  recom-

mended AstroTurf for 
the project, and he pro-
vided the Board pricing 
from three other compa-
nies: Hellas Construc-
tion, FieldTurf and Shaw 
Sports Turf. All three 
companies would have 
charged over $600,000 for 
the project while AstroTurf 
will honor a past warranty 
agreement and charge 
$525,000. 

 At the last Board meet-
ing, members authorized 
Jagodzinski to finalize a 
potential agreement with 
AstroTurf. Jagodzinski 
negotiated a new 10-year 
warranty agreement, as 
well as a 10-year annual 
Rhino maintenance pack-
age, and he brought the 
agreements back to the 
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*Subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply. Interest rate may change after the account is opened. 

Cash on deposit at FDIC-insured institutions through the Enhanced Savings Program offered by Raymond James Bank is insured by the FDIC up to $250,000 per 
insurable capacity per depository institution (bank), subject to applicable FDIC rules and limitations. The minimum deposit required to open an Enhanced 
Savings Program account is $100,000.

The Enhanced Savings Program relies on the services of IntraFi Network, LLC for the placement of deposits at a network of third party FDIC-insured 
depository institutions.  The current list of FDIC-insured depository institutions in the network is shown at https://www.intrafinetworkdeposits.com/find-intrafi-
network-deposits/. Raymond James is not affiliated with IntraFi Network, LLC.

© 2023 Raymond James Bank, member FDIC. Raymond James® is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. Raymond James & Associates, 
Inc., and Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., are affiliated with Raymond James Bank. Unless otherwise specified, products purchased from or held at 
Raymond James & Associates or Raymond James Financial Services are not insured by the FDIC, are not deposits or other obligations of Raymond James 
Bank, are not guaranteed by Raymond James Bank, and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal invested. Banking and lending 
solutions are offered through Raymond James Bank, an affiliate of Raymond James & Associates, Inc., and Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Investing 
involves risk and you may incur a profit or loss regardless of strategy selected. © 2023 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 
Exchange/SIPC. © 2023 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment products are: not deposits, not FDIC/NCUA insured, not 
insured by any government agency, not bank guaranteed, subject to risk and may lose value. 

Raymond James Bank Enhanced Savings 
Program 
Safety. Liquidity. Yield. It’s everything you want in a savings program. 

 

 

 

The Raymond James Bank Enhanced Savings Program is a strategic savings program 
that offers higher yields and FDIC deposit insurance than standard savings or checking accounts.   

NOW YOUR SAVINGS CAN MAKE A GREATER 
CONTRIBUTION TO YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS 

Connecting your cash savings to your investment portfolio 
allows you to have a more comprehensive financial 
plan, whether you’re setting money aside for the security of 
knowing it’s there – or for a specific purpose, such as 
purchasing a home. 

The Enhanced Savings Program provides a number of key 
benefits to keep your cash working for you: 

- Insures up to $50 million through a network of banks,
each providing up to $250,000 in FDIC insurance

- Allows for funds to be transferred quickly and
easily to and from your brokerage account with next
day availability

- Pays a competitive interest rate with qualifying cash
from your brokerage account with no bank fees or
holding periods

CURRENT OFFERING 

Rate: 4.50% annual 
percentage yield (APY) 

availability.

 u
per depository institution (bank), subject to applicable FDIC rules and limitations. The minimum deposit required to open an Enhanced 

To find out if the Enhanced Savings Program is an appropriate strategy to 

help you pursue your financial goals, call our office today!  

Michael J. Maroon,
AAMS®

Co-Founder, SilverTree 
Wealth Partners

Wealth Advisor, RJFS

480-867-6696

Michael J. Maroon, AAMS® 
SilverTree Wealth Partners

17100 E Shea Blvd, Suite 100 
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
480-867-6696
michael.maroon@silvertreewp.com

*Minimum deposit required to open an 
enhanced savings account is $100,000.  

*FREE Month

•฀5x5฀to฀10x30฀units฀•฀24฀Hour฀Access
•฀24฀Hour฀Security฀•฀Fenced฀&฀Lighted

Colony Drive Mini Storage
480-837-1137

17006฀E.฀Colony฀Dr.฀
(Just east of Saguaro Blvd. on Colony Dr.)
Offi ce Open Monday - Friday 9 am -5 pm

Closed Saturday and Sunday

*Pay฀in฀Full฀for฀a฀
12฀month฀lease฀and฀

receive฀1฀month฀FREE

Personalized
Protection

9
5
0
0
4
7
5

James W. Clarkson

480-837-0266

16715 E. Palisades Blvd.
james.clarkson@allstate.com

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty 
Insurance Co. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Vandalism reported at
Desert Vista Park
 Maricopa County Sher-
iff ’s deputies were notified 
by Town Park staff of dam-
age to the underground 
wiring to the lighting at 
Desert Vista Park on Tues-
day, March 7. 
 It was determined that 
an unknown suspect(s) 
removed hundreds of feet 
of wiring by accessing the 
inground electrical boxes. 
It is believed the intent was 
to steal the internal copper 
found in the wiring. 
 The incident occurred 
during daylight hours be-
tween 6:30 a.m. and 12 
p.m. The damage caused 
by the suspect impacted 
the lighting to the park’s 
soccer fields and town staff 
is working to determine 
the extent of the damage 
and the cost to repair the 
damage with contractors.
 The damage is believed 
to be extensive due to the 

mechanism required to 
replace the wiring and the 
cost of repair is estimated 
to be as much as $30,000.
 A crew was working on 
the wiring last week and 
expected to have repairs 
completed by the end of the 
week, according to Parks 
Superintendent Kevin 
Snipes.
 “Not sure yet on to-
tal cost of the damages 
but I am pretty sure they 
planned on taking a lot 
more wire than they origi-
nally took,” Snipes said.  
 “The incident occurred 
between 6:30 a.m. and 
noon so they were pretty 
bold, especially with the 
skate park builders being 
nearby.”
 The Town will be filing 
an insurance claim on the 
repair but will still have to 
cover the deductible, ac-
cording to Snipes.  

Four generations
Jack Will of Fountain Hills celebrated his 92nd birthday 
on March 7 with family in town from Aurora, Ill. Four 
generations of Will men include, from left, Jack Will (92), 
John Will (62), Michael Will (32) and Brayden Caliz (2).

NEED MORE SPACE?
Fantastic home. Nearly 2,800 SF, 
4 BD/2.5 BA + offi ce! Beautiful yard 
w/htd diving pool. Guard gated golf 
comm. MLS# 6529202. $975,000.

Melinda Stanton  |  480-688-9191

LAND FOR SALE

480-837-2500   
800-237-2501

MCOREALTY.COM

C
E

LEBRATIN
G

$160+ 
MILLION 

SALES
IN  2 0 21

NEW ON MARKET

2 ACRE LOT W/VIEWS
Mountain views, privacy and open space make this lot 
in Eagles Nest the best kept secret in town. Don’t miss 
out. MLS# 6473295 $350,000.

Steven Vargo, Jr  |  480-390-7250

2.43 ACRES IN EAGLE NEST
Views of Town City Lights and Superstition Mtns! 
Large lot to build your dream home on! www.
EaglesNestLots.com. MLS #6501250.  $315,000
Kelly Smith  |  602-628-1032

AMAZING VIEWS FROM THIS LOT!
Best views of any lot under 300K! Views of Four 
Peaks, McDowells, Mt. Ord & more! Virtual tour: www.
FountainHillsLots.com. MLS# 6404540. $285,000. 
Owner/Agent.
Kelly Smith  |  602-628-1032

EAGLE RIDGE WITH VIEWS
.9 acre lot in the gated community of Eagle Ridge 
with mountain views. MLS# 6409342. 
$299,000.

Kelly Smith  |  602-628-1032

IDYLLIC LOT W/VIEWS
Elevated lot w/mountain views and privacy. Located in 
close proximity to Dixie Mine Trailhead. Ideal for hiking. 
MLS# 6345472 $235,000.

Steven Vargo, Jr  |  480-390-7250

TOP OF THE WORLD
1.7 acre lot in Eagles Nest backs to McDowell Mt 
park.  Gorgeous Views! Building plans included.
MLS# 6478231. $749,000.
Kelly Smith  |  602-628-1032

ELEVATED WITH PRIVACY
Spectacular mountain views, elevation and privacy. 
What’s not to love? Get it while it’s hot, or you’ll miss 
out. MLS# 6380257. $400,000.

Steven Vargo, Jr  |  480-390-7250

SHADOW CANYON HILLTOP GEM!
Gated community lot w/360° views of 4 Peaks, 
Superstitions, Ftn & McDowell Mtns. Virtual tour: www.
FountainHillsLots.com. MLS# 6405111. $409,000. 
Kelly Smith  |  602-628-1032

GORGEOUS VIEWS 
1.26 acre lot w/ mountain views in Eagle’s 
Nest guard-gated community. MLS# 5709359. 
$365,000.

Kelly Smith | 602-628-1032

DESIRABLE VILLA
Quiet ground level unit in private/gated 
community. Enjoy city light & sunset sky 
views from this 3 BD/3 BA unit. 2 car 
garage. MLS# 6523968. $850,000.

Patricia Kenney  |  480-216-4948

WONDERFUL HOME
This home features 4 BRs + 3 BA, a 
bi-level updated kit, brick fi replace in 
fam rm. Huge backyard with pool, mtn 
views. MLS #6505837. $709,999.

Susan Dawson  |  602-550-1330
Michael Gant  |  480-263-3606

Answer to this week’s puzzle

Conveniently located on the Avenue of the Fountains

480-546-7463   •   www.alinehealthaz.com

Our Services

Tox & Filler

Microneedling

Laser Hair Reduction

Medical Grade Facial

Body Contouring

Muscle building

Infrared Sauna

Massage

Achieve Results!

Join our free 
VIP Rewards Program 

and receive a 
30 minute Infrared Sauna 

or $50 off any service!
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By Bob Burns 
& Cyrus Guccione
Times Reporters

Check out the latest Fountain Hills news at

fhtimes.com

Town Columbarium unlikely

 Due to several inquiries 
from citizens in Fountain 
Hills the Town Council took 
up a discussion at its Feb. 28 
retreat session related to a 
columbarium for the Town.
 According to a report 
prepared for the discus-
sion, staff and several 
council members have re-
ceived constituent requests 
related to the “creation of 
a Fountain Hills memo-
rial park (columbarium) 
on Town property. Colum-
barium are above ground 
structures built with nich-
es to receive cremation 
urns with human remains.
 Doing research on the 
subject, Town staff found 
that of the 91 municipali-
ties within the state of 
Arizona and only three op-
erate a cemetery, Flagstaff, 
Glendale and Mesa.
 Town staff research, as 
well as inquiries by The 

Times, found there are five 
churches in Fountain Hills 
that have a columbaria. 
Those include Christ’s 
Church of Fountain Hills, 

Fountain Hills Presbyte-
rian Church, Shepherd of 
the Hills Lutheran Church, 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
and The Fountains United 
Methodist Church.
 Community Church of 
the Verdes also has a me-
morial garden which is 
open to current or former 
residents of Rio Verde and 
Tonto Verde.
 Christ’s Church is cur-
rently filled with no plans 
to add additional space.
 Fountain Hills Pres-
byterian Church is open 
to church members and 
non-members. They have 
one garden that is full and 
a second has 24 openings. 
There is also a wall of re-
membrance. The church 
is currently considering 
the feasibility of a third 
columbarium.
 Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church is open 
to all residents of Fountain 
Hills.
 Trinity Lutheran Church 
is available to church mem-
bers and families. The 
church has room to expand, 
but currently does not have 
a need.
 The Anglican Church 
of Atonement in Fountain 

Hills refers columbarium 
requests to Christ’s Angli-
can Church of Cave Creek.
 Heather Everett, Assist-
ant Manager for Messinger 
Mortuary Scottsdale In-
dian School location said 
Messinger does not have 
columbarium niches associ-
ated with any of its mortu-
aries, including Fountain 
Hills.
 Everett said funeral 
directors discuss arrange-
ments with family mem-
bers and advise according 
to family needs and re-
quests.
 The Messinger family 
does own Paradise Memo-
rial Garden on Shea Boul-
evard, which does include 
a Mausoleum for cremains, 
as well as a columbarium, 
according to Everett.
 Town staff is recom-
mending the Town does not 
have further consideration 
of a columbarium.
 “With the number of 
columbarium opportuni-
ties within the Fountain 
Hills community as well 
as unanticipated costs of 
operating a columbarium, 
staff does not recommend 
moving forward with the 
request,” the report states.

The columbarium and wall of remembrance at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
in Fountain Hills is open to the community.

Signs of success from 

Community Center repairs
By Bob Burns
Times Reporter

By Bob Burns
Times Reporter

 The initial mitigation 
measures taken to address 
water intrusion issues at 
the Fountain Hills Com-
munity Center have shown 
to be successful and poten-
tially will result in signifi-
cant savings in repairs.
 The Town Council re-
ceived an update on repairs 
at its annual retreat on 
Feb. 28.
 During a renovation 
project in 2021 it was 
determined there were 
several water infiltration 
issues that needed to be 
addressed. Some of those 
were known issues that 
had been addressed in vari-
ous ways previously.
 One of the major con-
cerns discovered during 
testing by a consulting firm 
in 2022 was widespread in-
filtration of water through 
doors and windows. This 
testing indicated the pos-
sibility of having to replace 
all the custom doors and 
windows in the building, a 

project that could cost mil-
lions.
 However, as a first step 
the consultant recommend-
ed a process of wet sealing 
of all the window and door 
assemblies. That work was 
completed and after sever-
al windblown rain storms 
the past few months the 
sealing has been effec-
tive. The consultant has 
reported he believes this 
will push out any need to 
replace windows and doors 
more than a decade. The 
near-term water intrusion 
measures will be retested 
by the consulting firm this 
summer.
 Reversing concrete ad-
jacent to windowsills to 
correct sloping is projected 
along with work to install 
trench drains to move wa-
ter away from the building. 
This work is expected to 
be completed by the end of 
next fiscal year, June 30, 
2024.
 A number of the near-
term recommendations 
from the consulting firm 
have been completed in-
cluding an evaluation 

of under slab water and 
drain lines for leaks. It was 
determined there are no 
leaks under the floor slab. 
Most roof drain pipe cou-
plings have been addressed 
to prevent leaking. Biologic 
growth from moisture has 
been tested for and re-
moved. A roofing repair 
material has been tested on 
an 850-square-foot section 
and has been successful. 
Door thresholds have been 
sealed. A concrete patio 
slab on the west side of 
the building sloped inward 
resulting in seepage into 
the building has been re-
moved. The HVAC system 
was tested and audited. 
Additional testing will be 
needed when temperatures 
are warmer.
 The Town and M. Arthur 
Gensler JR & Associates 
entered into a contract late 
last year for architectural 
consulting services related 
to the Community Center 
and will take the lead in 
design estimates for store-
front windows and doors 
related to potential future 
replacement.

Guardrail contract amended

 The Town Council has 
approved an amendment 
to a professional services 
agreement with Elite Civil 
Construction for guardrail 
repair and maintenance in 
Fountain Hills.
 Public Works Director 
Justin Weldy told the coun-
cil the original agreement 
allows for expenditures of 
$50,000 per year through 
a five-year term to a maxi-
mum of $250,000. The 
amendment removes the 
annual limit but keeps the 
maximum in place for the 
five-year term.
 The agreement was chal-
lenged by Council Members 
Brenda Kalivianakis and 
Allen Skillicorn. They felt 
the amount was in excess of 
what is needed and wanted 
a bid process.
 Weldy explained that 

some professional serv-
ices agreements the Town 
has are “piggy-backed” 
with agreements reached 
by larger cities, in this 
case the City of Tucson. 
Weldy said the city opened 
a competitive bid process 
and awarded the bid to 
Elite Civil Construction 
based on that process. The 
contractor has agreed to 
extend the pricing Tucson 
received to the Town of 
Fountain Hills.
 Weldy said as a small 
Town that does not have a 
lot of this type of work, it is  
difficult to get even a single 
contractor to respond to a bid 
request, let alone several to 
create a competitive process.
 Kalivianakis said she 
questions the need to up-
grade guardrails within 
the Town, citing research 
she had done with a Min-
nesota consultant. She said 
cosmetic damage does not 
need repair and there is 

no requirement to upgrade 
guardrails to meet updated 
standards.
 Kalivianakis was refer-
ring to a capital item in the 
Town budget to upgrade 
guardrails in the community.
 Weldy said the contract 
being considered by the 
council was unrelated to the 
capital program. The capital 
funds are attached to grant 
funding and most of the 
guardrails in town have been 
in place for 30 to 50 years.
 The Elite contract is for 
repairs needed when the 
guardrails are struck and 
damaged. In most cases 
insurance will reimburse 
for that damage when the 
motorist can be identified, 
according to Weldy. He said 
the history of the past few 
years indicates expendi-
tures are considerably less 
than $50,000 a year.
 The council voted 6-1 to 
approve the amendment 
with Skillicorn dissenting.

PELLEGRINI & DEGEORGE

P A R T N E R S

480-315-1575   |  WWW.85268.COM  |  HOMES@85268.COM

TONY PELLEGRINI          KAREN DEGEORGE          SUSAN PELLEGRINI
480-315-1555           480-225-3766               480-600-4035

FOUNTAIN HILLS #1 AGENTS

Call us today if you want your home SOLD!

Find out why our success record is second to none 
by visiting 85268.com/marketing

16715 E El Lago Blvd 206
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Offered at $348,000
See more at: www.tourfactory.com/3057193

Featured

16800 E El Lago Blvd 2039
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Offered at $474,900
See more at: www.tourfactory.com/3046333

Featured

13227 N Mimosa Drive 125
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Offered at $620,000
See more at: www.tourfactory.com/3058645

Featured

15405 E Sundown Drive
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Offered at $1,699,000
See more at: www.tourfactory.com/1641545

Featured
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FYI

OBITUARIES

Law enforcement report

(cont. on page 7A)

MESSINGER
FOUNTAIN HILLS MORTUARY

12065 N. Saguaro Blvd.
480-837-5588

•฀Cremation
•฀Burial
•฀Advanced฀Planning

50 Years of Community Service

Secure Your Home While Your Away

Shea & Kimbrell House 
Watching Service, LLC

Shea.Kimbrell@outlook.com

Samantha Kimbrell

Nicole Shea

(602)402-2838

(480)703-0437

Fountain Hills Resident
• Hedge Trimming

• Weed Pulling
• Leaf Blowing

• Debris Removal
• Pre-Emergent

• Free Estimates

• Tree Trimming - All Trees
• Weed Spraying

• One-Time Clean Ups
• Irrigation, Trouble Shooting

• Tree Planting
• Reasonable Rates

1 Free Visit Upon Referral

Tony (480)468-0111

LANDSCAPING

A BETTER DEAL 4 U

 The Maricopa County 
Sheriff ’s Office District 
7 substation in Fountain 
Hills reported deputies 
responded to the follow-
ing calls during the week 
from Thursday, March 2, 
through Wednesday, March 
8.
 ◆ On Thursday, March 
2, deputies made a traffic 
stop on Saguaro Boulevard 
at Malta Drive. The driver 
was arrested when it was 
discovered they had an ac-
tive misdemeanor warrant 
for their arrest.
 ◆ On Thursday, March 
2, deputies made a traffic 
stop on Shea Boulevard at 
Palatia Drive. The driver 
was cited when it was dis-
covered their license plate 
was suspended. The license 
plate was seized and de-
stroyed.
 ◆ On Thursday, March 
2, a resident of the 26000 
block of Avenida Del Ray 
in Rio Verde reported that 
an unidentified suspect 
hacked into their phone, 
scammed them out of $100 
and gained access to their 
personal identifying infor-
mation.
 ◆ On Thursday, March 
2, deputies responded to 
the 13000 block of Fountain 
Hills Blvd. after MCSO re-
ceived an anonymous tip 
alleging that dogs were 
being mistreated. The al-
legations proved to be un-
substantiated after further 
investigation.
 ◆ On Friday, March 3, 
deputies responded to the 
16000 block of Gloria Ln. 
where it was reported a 
daughter assaulted their 
mother and caused mi-
nor injuries by biting her 
during a mental health 
episode. The daughter was 
transported to a hospital 
for a mental health evalu-
ation.
 ◆ On Friday, March 
3, deputies made a traf-
fic stop on Fountain Hills 
Boulevard at Palomino 
Boulevard. The driver was 
arrested when it was dis-
covered they had an active 
misdemeanor warrant for 
their arrest.
 ◆ On Friday, March 3, 
deputies responded to the 
16000 block of De Anza Dr. 
A town resident was ar-
rested when they violated 
a previously served court 
order by calling their ex-
boyfriend several times.
 ◆ On Saturday, March 
4, deputies responded to 
the 13000 block of Fountain 
Hills Blvd. where it was 
reported that a husband 
and wife were involved in 
a physical altercation at 
their home. The wife sus-
tained minor injuries.
 ◆ On Saturday, March 
4, a resident of the 14000 
block of Love Ct. report-
ed that several cameras, 
valued at approximately 
$2,000, were stolen from 
his residence.

 ◆ On Sunday, March 5, 
deputies made a traffic stop 
at Avenue of the Fountains 
and Verde River Drive. The 
driver was cited when it 
was discovered that their 
license plate was suspend-
ed. The license plate was 
seized and destroyed.
 ◆ On Sunday, March 5, 
deputies responded to the 
11000 block of Saguaro 
Blvd. where a patron ob-
tained services from a local 
restaurant and left without 
paying for the services.
 ◆ On Sunday, March 
5, deputies responded to 
Palisades Boulevard and 
Westridge Drive. A driver 
was involved in a single-
vehicle, non-injury vehicle 
collision, when they failed 
to pay attention to the 
roadway and struck the 
median. The driver report-
ed that they were texting at 
the time of the collision.
 ◆ On Sunday, March 5, 
deputies made a traffic stop 
on Fountain Hills Boul-
evard and Crystal Ridge 
Drive. The driver was cited 
when it was discovered 
their license plate was sus-
pended. The license plate 
was seized and destroyed.
 ◆ On Sunday, March 5, 
deputies made a traffic stop 
at Golden Eagle Boulevard 
and Princess Court. The 
driver was criminally cited 
when it was discovered 
they were driving with a 
cancelled driver license.
 ◆ On Monday, March 
6, a resident of the 13000 
block of El Pueblo Blvd. re-
ported that an unidentified 
suspect used their identity 
to apply for several credit 
cards.
 ◆ On Monday, March 
6, a resident of the 17000 
block of Vallecito Dr. re-
ported that an out-of-state 
online gamer was harass-
ing them by filing fraudu-
lent police reports against 
them.
 ◆ On Tuesday, March 
7, deputies responded to 
Saguaro Boulevard and 
Colony Drive. A driver was 
involved in a non-injury 
vehicle collision with a po-
lice patrol vehicle when the 
driver failed to yield from a 
stop sign.
 ◆ On Tuesday, March 
7, a resident of the 14000 
block of Ashbrook Dr. re-
ported that an unknown 
suspect used their personal 
identifying information 
to apply for several credit 
cards. The bank was made 
aware of the fraudulent ac-
tivity, and the applications 
were cancelled.
 ◆ On Tuesday, March 
7, a resident of the 16000 
Block of Cholla Dr. re-
ported that an unknown 
suspect used their identify-
ing information to apply for 
a small business loan in the 
amount of approximately 
$76,000.
 ◆ On Tuesday, March 
7, deputies made a traffic 

stop on Saguaro Boulevard 
at Ledferd Lane. The driver 
was criminally cited when 
they were observed driving 
more than 27 miles-per-hour 
over the posted speed limit.
 ◆ On Tuesday, March 
7, deputies responded to 
the 11000 Block of Desert 
Vista where Town staff 
reported that an unknown 
suspect(s) caused approxi-
mately $30,000 in damage 
to underground wiring at 
the Desert Vista Park.
 ◆ On Tuesday, March 
7, a resident reported that 
their prescription medica-
tion bottle was empty when 
they picked it up from a 
local business.
 ◆ On Tuesday, March 
7, deputies made a traf-
fic stop on Saguaro Boul-
evard and Hawk Drive. The 
driver was arrested when it 
was discovered they were 
driving with a suspended 
driver license and that they 
had an active warrant for 
their arrest.
 ◆ On Tuesday, March 
7, a resident of the 16000 
block of Ashbrook Dr. re-
ported that an unidentified 
female burglarized a resi-
dence when they entered 
the garage to steal a bicy-
cle. The bicycle was later 
recovered.
 ◆ On Wednesday, March 
8, deputies responded to 
Saguaro and Fountain 
Hills boulevards for a re-
ported two-vehicle non-
injury collision. One driver 
conducted an unsafe lane 
change and collided with 
the other.
 ◆ On Wednesday, March 
8, deputies responded 
along with Fountain Hills 
Fire Department to the 
14000 block of Deerskin 
Dr. A garbage truck caught 
fire after it picked up a 
patio heater. No persons 
were injured, and the fire 
was extinguished by fire 

Mary C. Cassar
 Mary C. Cassar of Foun-
tain Hills passed away 
peacefully in her home on 
March 8, 2023, at the age 
of 92. Born on March 18, 
1930, in Marsa, Malta., 
Mary was one of eight 
children and daughter of 
Carmel (Benjamina) Gatt, 
a Navy signal man in the 
British Navy who preceded 
her in death. 
 S h e  i s 
survived by 
her loving 
husband of 
71 years, 
E m a n u e l 
( M a n n y ) . 
S h e  w a s 
blessed and 
survived by 
her sons, 
D e n n i s 
(Mia), Steven (Connie), and 
daughter, Charlene, and 
son, Patrick who preceded 
her in death. Also survived 
by Mary are her six dear 
grandchildren, Erin (Ben), 
Shannon (Casey), Caitlin 
(Justin), Kevin (Amanda), 
Garrick, and McKenna 
(Ben), as well as her pre-
cious great-grandchildren, 
Sabella, Lillyanna, Dela-
ney, Kayden, and Easton.
 Mary was always very 
active with her church, 
either by participating as 
one of the Ladies of the 
Altar known as “The Dirty 

Mary Cassar

Dozen,” a Eucharistic Min-
ister, member of the Divine 
Mercy Core Prayer Group, 
as well as a member of the 
Christian Mothers.
 Mary came to the United 
States with her family from 
Malta in 1950 and resided 
in Dearborn, Mich., until 
Emanuel followed her to 
the States and they were 
married at St. Alphonsus 
Catholic Church in 1951. 
Mary raised their family 
from 1955 to 1980 in Allen 
Park, Mich., at which time 
they moved to Fountain 
Hills, where she remained.
 Mary was a devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother 
(Nanna) and great-grand-
mother (Nanna Mary). 
Keeping a clean home, 
cooking, baking and mak-
ing the life of her family 
special and “just so” meant 
everything to Mary and 
defined her life. More im-
portantly, her devotion to 
our Lord Jesus and His 
Blessed Mother was always 
at the core of her existence. 
Mary was instrumental in 
passing on her values and 
faith, as well as her and 
Emanuel’s love stories and 
childhood experiences on to 
her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
Mary was the matriarch of 
her family, proof that fam-
ily is everything and comes 
first. Her constant and un-
failing devotion to her faith 
proved instrumental in her 
peaceful passing from this 
world to the next. Mary’s 
unfailing dedication to God 
is reflected in the beautiful 
life she lived.
 Mary will be remem-
bered most for her car-
ing, patient and loving 
manner in which she 
treated each person she 
encountered, but most im-
portantly her complete 
devotion expressed toward 
her husband, children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Mary will 
be greatly missed by all 
who knew her, but her 
love and legacy will live on 
through all those whose life 
she touched.
 A memorial/celebration 
of life service will be held 
at Messinger Mortuary in 
Fountain Hills on Wednes-
day, March 15, 2023, from 
5-8 p.m., Rosary beginning 
at 6 p.m. A Requiem Mass 
will be held at St. Bernard 
of Clarvaux on Thursday, 
March 16, at 11 a.m. In-
terment will follow at St. 
Francis Catholic Cemetery, 
2033 N. 48th St. Phoenix, 
Ariz. Reception for all fam-
ily and friends will com-
mence after internment at 
St. Bernard of Clarvaux 
Parish Hall.
 In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a charitable dona-
tion to Fr. Simon’s Maria 
Africa Foundation (mariaa-
frica.org), which provides 
children and families with 
much-needed food, shelter, 
running water and educa-
tion they need to break the 
cycle of poverty and live 
better lives.

Gayle L. Harvey
 Gayle L. Harvey 1931-
2023. On Friday, March 3, 
2023, Gayle Louise Harvey, 
at the age of 91, went home 
to be with the Lord, after 
a brief illness. Gayle, who 
loved the Arizona foothills, 
had lived in the Fountain 
Hills and Rio Verde area 
for over 20 years, after hav-
ing lived in other suburban 
areas of Phoenix. 
 Gayle was born at Fair-

Gayle Harvey

view Park 
Hospita l , 
Cleveland, 
O h i o ,  o n 
Sept .  11 , 
1931. Her 
early years 
were spent 
in Berea, 
Ohio. She 
was preceded in death 
by her father, William 
S. (Jack) Gillaspy; her 
mother, Violet L. Gillaspy 
(Schelkopf); and her broth-
er, Charles W. Gillaspy 
(Bill). She is survived by 
her three daughters and 
two grandchildren, all of 
whom were her source of 
pride, Susan Harvey, Foun-
tain Hills, Kathleen Samp 
(Harvey), Cape Coral, Fla., 
and Teri Bowers (Harvey) 
and husband, Tom, Cape 
Coral, Fla. Gayle is also 
survived by two grandchil-
dren, Ryan D. Samp, San 
Francisco, Calif., and John 
P. Glancy, Baltimore, Md. 
 Gayle graduated from 
The Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio. She be-
gan her education at OSU 
1949-1951, then “life got 
in the way” with the birth 
of her three daughters. 
While raising three young 
children, she returned to 
college in 1962 proudly 
accepting her bachelor’s 
degree in education from 
OSU in June 1964. Gayle 
was a lifelong educator, 
retiring from the teaching 
profession after 36 years in 
the classroom. She began 
her career in Ohio, and 
subsequently continued her 
career after her move to Ari-
zona. During her career she 
taught all ages in Wapako-
neta, Lima, and Columbus, 
Ohio, plus Avondale, and 
Fountain Hills. 
 Not only an educator, 
she was also a lifelong 
learner as well. She began 
her post- graduate work 
in Ohio and continued her 
studies in Arizona. She was 
certified to teach elemen-
tary (grades 1-8), reading 
(grades 1-12), special edu-
cation (1-12), emotionally 
handicapped (grade 1-12), 
learning disabled (grade 
1-12), and English as a 
second language.
 She was also the fam-
ily’s “go to” person on 
matters related to proper 
writing and punctuation, 
and grammar, as well as 
etiquette. Additionally, 
Gayle’s innate talent for 
design and her artistic eye 
was often sought by friends 
and family. We will miss 
her passion, her vision 
and her loving light. There 
are no services planned at 
this time. A celebration of 
Gayle’s life well lived in 
service to others will be 
held at a future date.

Elliot Harvey 
Morris
 A man passed away this 
Feb. 22, 2023. 
 His name is Elliot Har-
vey Morris and he resided 
in Courtside Villas on Ster-
ling Drive.
 My wife and I knew him 
and a little about his trou-
bled and painful history.
 He was born on June 
26, 1940. His early years 
growing up in his parents’ 
home set the tone for his 
adult life, which was full 

of anger and frustration. 
He was a very intelligent 
person with a university 
education and degree.
 His business ventures 
were not always successful, 
but his mind was always 
actively chasing bigger and 
better dreams. He devel-
oped and successfully ran 
a vending business.
 He had a small dog 
named Ziri which was his 
alternate world. He daily 
walked the Fountain Park 
with Ziri.
 Elliot was a very trou-
bled man which reflected in 
his day to day contact with 
people in our community. I 
saw a very different person 
than he projected.
 Loneliness was a key 
to who he was and how he 
reacted. I am saddened by 
his passing but relieved 
that his pain has ceased.
 We should all step back 
before passing judgment 
on anyone based only on 
their visible actions. There 
is always a story behind 
everyone’s behavior.
 Rest in peace, Elliot.

Charles L. 
Ofsthun
 Charles Lynn Ofst-
hun, 91, of Fountain Hills 
passed away on March 3, 
2023. He was born to Eu-
gene and Verdell Ofsthun 
of Crystal, Minn., on Jan. 
11, 1932.
 He was 
a  c h a m -
p i o n s h i p 
w r e s t l e r 
for Robbin-
sdale High 
School and 
t h e  U n i -
versity of 
Minnesota. 
He was in-
ducted into 
the  High 
School Wrestling Coaches 
Hall of Fame, also named 
to the Minnesota “All 
Time High School Dream 
Team (1937-1997).” He was 
picked from 60 years’ worth 
of wrestlers to represent 
his weight class. At the 
University of Minnesota, 
he won a national champi-
onship. Following gradua-
tion he served in the U.S. 
Army in Verdun, France for 
two years.
 He dedicated his life to 
helping children and his 
chosen career was in edu-
cation as a math teacher 
and counselor at Columbia 
Heights School District in 
Minnesota. Following his 
retirement to Arizona he 
continued to be an active 
golfer. His sense of humor 
and calm presence brought 
joy to everyone who knew 
him. He is predeceased by 
his parents and brother, 
Neil. He is survived by 
his wife, Carol; his sons, 
Pierre, Guy Jayme, Todd, 
daughter, Carly and their 
spouses; eight grandchil-
dren and six great grand-
children.
 His celebration of life 
will be held at Eagle Moun-
tain Golf Course on Satur-
day, March 25, from 3 to 
5 p.m. Please wear bright 
clothes, which he loved. Do-
nations, if desired, can be 
made to Columbia Heights 
High School College Schol-
arship Program. RSVP 
Carol if you can join us.

Charles
Ofsthun
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Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day
American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 58 

Friday, March 17th 4pm - 7pm 
Open to the public

16837 Parkview Ave., Fountain Hills

Corned beef and cabbage dinners - $15
Corned beef sandwiches - $10

Entertainment by: World’s Smallest Quartet

Honoring women
Mayor Ginny Dickey, left, welcomes KEZ radio 
personality Beth McDonald at the Adero Scottsdale 
Resort in Fountain Hills on Wednesday, March 1, where 
McDonald presented her Woman of the Year Award. 
Valley school principal Susie Smith was the recipient 
of the award for 2023. Shea Homes is the title sponsor 
of the event and Adero Resort provided monthly prizes 
as well as the banquet site. Photo courtesy of Mayor 
Ginny Dickey.

Jackie Miles honored with 
Discovery Center naming

 The International Dark 
Sky Discovery Center (IDS-
DC) has announced a nam-
ing sponsor for the outdoor 
viewing terrace at the facil-
ity proposed for Fountain 
Hills.
 On Saturday, Feb. 25, 
friends and family of long-
time resident and civic 
leader Jackie Miles gath-
ered to celebrate her 85th 
birthday. As her birth-
day surprise, Miles was 
presented with a certifi-
cate awarding her naming 
rights to the private view-
ing terrace at the IDSDC.
 Miles’ friends and fam-
ily donated $25,000 to 
the center for her naming 
rights. She and her late 
husband, Jerry, have been 
a strong supporter of the 
IDSDC and were founding 
members of the Fountain 
Hills Dark Sky Associa-
tion, which helped obtain 
the International Dark Sky 
Community designation for 
Fountain Hills.
 The Jackie Miles Private 
Viewing Terrace will be 
located just outside the ob-
servatory and will be used 

Jackie Miles, right, receives her naming rights certificate joined by her daughter, 
Judy, at the 85th birthday celebration for Jackie. Photo courtesy of International Dark 
Sky Discovery Center

for a variety of functions 
including Discovery Cen-
ter guests viewing a solar 
telescope during daylight 
hours, star parties at night 
and various events such as 
small weddings and other 
celebrations.
 Thus far naming rights 

on the Discovery Center 
are pledged for the Hyper-
space Planetarium and the 
Pluto Snack Shop. IDSDC 
President Joe Bill said 
those donors are anony-
mous. The donation for the 
snack shop is $75,000 and 
the amount for the plan-

etarium was not disclosed.
 The IDSDC is an esti-
mated $25 million, private-
ly funded project that is to 
be built along the Centen-
nial Circle along with the 
Fountain Hills Community 
Center, Library/Museum 
and Community Garden.

Tree services approved

 The Town Council has 
approved a professional 
services agreement with 
Top Leaf Tree Services for 
tree services on Town prop-
erty in Fountain Hills.
 The agreement is for 
professional tree pruning 

services up to $100,000 
annually, not to exceed 
$500,000 over a five-year 
contract.
 Top Leaf was selected 
through a bid process, ac-
cording to Public Works 
Director Justin Weldy.
 Weldy noted that in 
Fountain Hills there are 
trees maintained by differ-
ent departments including 

Public Works, Streets and 
Community Services. Pub-
lic Works is responsible for 
roadway medians while 
Streets is responsible for 
38-acres of medians as well 
as approximately 330 palm 
trees and 10,000 other trees 
of various species and sizes.
 The council approved 
the agreement on a unani-
mous 7-0 vote.

fountain hills community TAX CREDIT foundation 

.com 480-744-9055
www.FountainHillsCares.com 

Send your check for  
$400 or $800 to Fountain Hills  
Community Tax Credit Foundation  
at PO Box 20104, Fountain Hills, AZ 85269.  
Be sure to note on your check “QCO #22465.”  
NOTE: Donating to the FHCTCF does not prevent  
you from receiving similar tax credits for local 
schools or foster programs!
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 As you’ll see in our 1A reporting, the Fountain Hills High 
School field project seems to be rolling ahead nicely. We 
don’t want to put the cart too far in front of the Falcon, but 
it looks like local athletes, band members and students in 
general will have a safe, reliable field on campus next year.
 The problem is that this should never have been a concern.
 It’s no secret that Fountain Hills is one of the most affluent 
towns in the state, but now we’re also the town that nearly 
let its kids go without a football field. And that’s not where 
the problems stop, either, thanks to our collective decision 
this past fall to vote no on a proposed bond and override 
meant to benefit Fountain Hills Unified School District.
 A lot of volunteer hours and a huge amount of private do-
nations (mostly from a small handful of extremely generous 
individuals) have potentially made the football field replace-
ment a reality. But what happens when our kids need new 
computers, uniforms, security upgrades, transportation and 
the like? Are we going to make our students and teachers 
fundraise for everything now? The answer is “yes.” It’s the 
answer we decided on and the reality they are already facing.
 There’s a notion floating around that the district must 
have mismanaged funds in order to need a bond or over-
ride. Given the fact that just about every other district in the 
state relies on similar bond and override packages, that’s 
difficult to accept at face value. It doesn’t help matters that 
nobody seems to be able to pinpoint where, exactly, that 
gross mismanagement of funds has occurred.
 But, regardless of that and despite the wealth and giving 
spirit our community has become known for, we are now 
known as one of the only towns unwilling to provide much-
needed funding for our schools.
 When it comes to state spending on education, Arizona 
is nearly at the bottom of the pile. Unfortunately, that means 
bonds and overrides have become a part of the regular bud-
geting process for Arizona school districts, because there 
simply isn’t enough provided to get past the bare minimum. 
And if you speak to any school administrator or educator, 
they’ll likely tell you Arizona’s funding for education doesn’t 
even clear that very low bar. 
 “So, figure out a way to live within your budget,” some 
say. We assume those same folks have never taken out a 
home or business loan. They probably paid for college and 
their cars out of pocket in one go. Never received a leg up 
from family or friends, right?
 More importantly, do we want the bare minimum for our 
kids or do we want them to have every opportunity to suc-
ceed? The fact of the matter is that we dropped the ball on 
this one. The people footing this bill are our community’s 
children. They will have less, and sacrifice more, because 
of our decision.

Moral authority
A letter from:

J.P. Ward

Responses
A letter from:

Mike Scharnow

Refreshing
A letter from:

Jennifer Kriwer

Representatives
A letter from:

Cecil Yates

Dogs at fair
A letter from:

Robert Albanese

Bathroom Bill
A letter from:

Larry Mynars

Market
A letter from:

Judy Yates

Massive effort
A letter from:

Boe James

Disrespect
A letter from:

Gene Slechta

 The Fountain Hills Farm-
ers Market has been a big 
success thanks to Betsy 
Hess, the new manager. One 
of the best calls I ever made 
was the day I called Betsy 
to see if she was interested 
in managing the Farmers 
Market. She obviously took 
on the task and hit a home 
run. Folks have enjoyed hav-
ing both Art on the Avenue 
and the Farmers Market on 
the same day and adjacent 
to each other.
 Hard to believe, over 14 
years ago I brought this vi-
sion to the Town and they 
have helped and supported 
me to continue to have this 
event. Working with Linda 
Ayers at the Town has been 
a pure pleasure. My vision 
was to create an event that 
would bring foot traffic into 
the downtown area during 
the week. Based on feed-
back I have received from 
businesses on the Avenue, 
they say it is their best day 
of the week. I feel we have 
accomplished our goal. 
 We enjoy hearing from 
visitors on how they love 
bringing their guests to 
our event and spending 
their day in our beautiful 
town. It is a perfect oppor-
tunity to show off our Foun-
tain, our park amenities, 
retail stores and enjoy one 
of our many restaurants.
 I want to also thank the 
retail stores and restau-
rants on the Avenue for 
their support. Also, a huge 
thank you to all my artists 
that have participated in 
the past years and make 
this the event it is! 
 In closing, I just ask the 
Town to please consider 
having a public bathroom 
on the Avenue of the Foun-
tains. This is a huge prob-
lem. Yes, I know funds are 
the problem, but all these 
events bring revenue to our 
town and making it more 
customer friendly should be 
a goal to help our downtown.

 The Chamber of Com-
merce organizes many 
events in our town, the 
largest ones being the fall 
and spring art fairs. When 
they announce events in 
the paper they always close 
with, “Please leave your 
dogs at home.”
 Unfortunately, too many 
people don’t heed that sage 
advice and bring their four-
legged creatures to the fairs. 
I was part of a food vendor 
in the fair, and we saw a 
lot of dogs. Big ones who 
stick their snout where it 
should not be, to the lit-
tle ones who hamper the abil-
ity of seniors (and others) to 
get about. At the spring fair 
our booth witnessed many 
such events. There are two 
that stand out.
 One of our volunteers was 
asked for water for his dog. 
He took the water to a near-
by eating area and slowly 
poured the water on the 
back of the dog. Within 
seconds of being cooled off 
the dog began to shake the 
water off its back, throwing 
droplets of dirty water onto 
many people eating their 
lunch. The man and the dog 
walked away.
 Another one took place 
on Sunday afternoon. A 
lady walked to our order 
table, which had food items 
on display, picked up her 
small dog and put all four 
paws on the table. I walked 
up and said to the lady, 
“Please remove your dog 
from the table.” She re-
plied while returning her 
money to her purse, “I will 
take my business else-
where.” I replied, “Please 
do so, thank you.”
 I realize the chamber 
can’t really enforce a “no 
dog” policy, unless the en-
tire perimeter is fenced 
off. Only trained service 
animals should be allowed. 
The arrogance and entitle-
ment of some animal own-
ers is overwhelming. 

 At the fold of the March 

1 edition was the headline, 
“Sparks fly as Town Coun-
cil alters Environmental 
Plan.” I was most pleased to 
see Council member Brenda 
Kalivianakis propose the 
changes that made the plan 
significantly better.
 I was happy that the 
proposed changes were 
enacted. To me, it made no 
sense that Council mem-
bers Grzybowski and Mc-
Mahon and Mayor Dickey 
opposed the very sensible 
changes.
 The action with respect 
to the Environmental Plan 
is just one example of the 
reasons that the citizens 
of this great town elected 
Brenda Kalivianakis, Al-
len Skillicorn and Hanna 
Toth to Town Council. Can-
celling consideration of 
the expensive study for a 
roundabout at Avenue of 
the Fountain and Saguaro 
that would never be built 
is but another example of 
why the voters chose Ka-
livianakis, Skillicorn and 
Toth to sit on Town Council.
 Our three newest Coun-
cil members ran on a com-
mitment to listen to the 
citizens, to fiscal respon-
sibility and to introduce 
change where/when good 
for the town. They have 
lived up to those pledges, 
carefully scrutinizing the 
budget and tracking where 
our local tax and grant (our 
federal and state tax dol-
lars returned to the Town) 
dollars go. They have saved 
thousands of dollars so far, 
cancelled contracts that are 
no longer necessary and 
have authorized an audit 
of the Sheriff ’s contract.
 We all should be ap-
plauding Council Mem-
bers Friedel, Kalivianakis, 
Skillicorn and Toth for 
their massive effort despite 
repeated criticism from the 
mayor and other Council 
members. These Council 
members follow the Stra-
tegic Plan to “continue to 
improve the public health, 
well-being and safety of 
our Town” and the signa-
ture strategy under that 
priority “to promote the 
natural and built environ-
ment of Fountain Hills to 
improve the public health, 
well-being and safety of the 
community.”

 “R-E-S-P-E-C-T! Find 
out what it  means to 
me . ”  Counc i lmember 
Skillicorn, let me tell you 
what I know it does not 
mean. When a team of 
expert citizens spends 18 
months and thousands of 
hours trying to solve the 
town’s issue of the decade, 
roads, and you can’t wait 
for their findings. That is 
disrespect.
 When you have a work-
ing process in place to be-
gin official meetings, and 
your religious bias ushers 
in a waste of time that only 
serves to embarrass others, 
that is disrespect.
 When your political 
Facebook page does not 
allow for comments from 
citizens, that shows disre-
spects your constituents. 
 When you insult our 
mayor on your Twitter 
account, that shows disre-
spect.
 When you run a poll 

on Twitter asking who is 
smarter between President 
Biden, Sen. Fetterman and 
Governor Hobbs, choosing 
Fetterman makes light of 
stroke victims. Disrespect!
 When you photobomb 
the celebration of our stu-
dents, you disrespect those 
kids.
 When you spew con-
spiracies on Twitter re-
garding the 2020 election, 
you disrespect the courts of 
our great nation, the many 
audits debunking the con-
spiracy and our town.
 When you were the only 
councilmember that failed 
to volunteer for any Town 
committees, you disre-
spected our citizens and 
the other council members.
 When a classroom had a 
rainbow pennant tacked to 
the wall, you tweeted that 
the kids should be home 
schooled, disrespecting our 
LGBTQ community. 
 When you voted to re-
move the sign ordinance 
without allowing public 
hearings, you disrespected 
the citizens of our town.
 When you walked away 
from your elected position 
in Illinois before your term 
was up, you showed disre-
spect, and why won’t you 
do it to our town?
 And when you show your 
linkage to Fountain Hills 
on Twitter, you disrespect 
our town and its citizens.
 Please stop embarrass-
ing us.

 As we all know, in a rep-
resentative republic (de-
mocracy), the majority of 
voters vote for representa-
tives to make decisions on 
our behalf that represent 
the goals and ideas wanted. 
Whether the representa-
tives win by 5, 50, 500 or 
5,000 votes, the result is 
the same; the majority of 
voters wanted these repre-
sentatives to represent us 
in making decisions.
 Here locally, Hannah 
Toth, Brenda Kalivianakis 
and Allen Skillicorn won 
the majority of votes for 
council. This means the 
majority of voters wanted 
them as their councilmem-
bers to make decisions on 
their behalf based on the 
ideas and goals presented 
by these same representa-
tives. It just so happens 
that these representa-
tives’ ideas and goals align 
with councilmember Gerry 
Friedel’s ideas and goals. 
These four representatives 
now make up the majority 
vote of the council.
 The remaining two coun-
cil members and mayor 
should be working with the 
majority to move Fountain 
Hills forward in achiev-
ing a better quality of life 
for everyone. We all love 
Fountain Hills and surely 
the entire council can focus 
on what we all agree on 
instead of what we disa-
gree on. There is too much 
bickering, finger pointing, 
name calling and blame; 
even rumors of another 
recall.
 Please pull out the Stra-
tegic and Economic Devel-
opment Plan, re-read the 
Fountain Hills Mission 
– “To enrich and provide 
an active quality of life for 
all residents and visitors 

through proactive commu-
nity engagement, resolute 
stewardship of amenities 
and open spaces, while 
enhancing the health and 
over well-being of our town 
– and start working with 
the each other instead 
of against one another. 
 You don’t have to agree 
on everything except that 
we want Fountain Hills to 
be better for everyone!

 Um, guys? Can you 
knock it off with the Rus-
sian flag? You may think 
you’re sticking it to the libs, 
but who you’re really stick-
ing it to are Ukrainian-
Americans and refugees.
 You’re handing Fountain 
Hills’ moral authority to 
the Democrats on a plate 
by the mere virtue of them 
not waving Chinese flags or 
Swastikas back at you.
 Do some soul searching 
and beg forgiveness from 
the descendants of John 
McCain, Barry Goldwater 
and Ronald Reagan. Demo-
crats treat these Republi-
cans better than your lot 
have.

 It is really refreshing 
to have our newly elected 
council members carrying 
through with their cam-
paign promises.
 As a homeowner, if I need 
a new roof I will not contract 
for a pool, I will get a new 
roof.  Made perfect sense 
for Town Council Mem-
bers Friedel, Skillicorn, 
Toth and Kalivianakis not 
to move forward with a 
roundabout study at Sa-
guaro and Avenue of the 
Fountains when our streets 
that have been neglected for 
so long need major repairs.  

 It was quite a robust 
“opinion” section in last 
week’s paper. Being the 
former ink-stained wretch 
that I am, it’s just too dif-
ficult not to respond to the 
responses.
 First, I love Mark Twain! 
He also said, “Whenever 
you find yourself on the 
side of the majority, it is 
time to pause and reflect.”
 Sage advice!
 Should we also start 
saying “Don’t Illinois my 
Arizona?”
 I ’m not  opposed to 
change at all. Or protect-
ing our town. Or improv-
ing it. But all those things 
should be done rationally, 
intelligently and with an 
open mind to compromise.
 As for conspiracies and 
the status of Town Man-
ager Grady Miller, no one 
needs to fill my head with 
legally-protected informa-
tion from executive ses-
sions. Examining it from a 
logical and mathematical 
perspective, two plus two 
still equals four.
 As for “sitting down,” 
maybe those who pen let-
ters much more frequently 
than me or constantly take 
three minutes at the public 
podium for diatribes should 

practice sitting down a 
little bit more?
 I’ve tried golf. I’m not 
good at it and I don’t like 
it. The occasional drink 
cart was always a welcome 
respite.
 Whittling? I would likely 
slice off a finger or two 
given my clumsy handy-
man skills.
 As for tap dancing, I took 
my beautiful wife to a Fred 
Astaire dance studio one 
time for an introductory 
lesson.
 Let’s just say I enjoy 
eating salsa, but dancing 
a salsa is way beyond my 
coordination abilities.
 Luckily my Latina bride 
overlooks my clumsiness 
on the dance floor.
 As for being “coached,” 
wrong again. I’ve never 
been very coachable. I typi-
cally just describe things 
how I see them. I don’t need 
to “simply divide and just 
smear the current council.”
 Seems the present coun-
cil majority is already do-
ing a fine job of that.

 The March 7 issue of 
The Arizona Republic ran 
an article that detailed 
our State Senator John 
Kavanagh’s introduction of 
Senate Bill 1040. This was 
another attempt at passing 
the so-called “Bathroom 

Bill”: Public schools; rest-
rooms; reasonable accom-
modations. 1040 “Requires 
public schools to provide 
students who are unwilling 
or unable to use a group 
bathroom access to a pri-
vate bathroom.”
 Providing a rationale for 
the bill Senator Kavanagh 
stated, “Modesty is a basic 
universal and historic hu-
man instinct.” No reference 
source for this statement 
was given, and I’m pretty 
sure that the Senator is not 
an anthropologist. So, what 
was he thinking when he 
made the statement?
 Seems he made the 
claim on the basics of re-
ligious history (remember 
the First Amendment here) 
where he is quoted later in 
the article: “It goes back 
to Adam and Eve hiding 
behind the bush after the 
apple was eaten.” Multiple 
questions came to mind, 
including: How does in-
jecting religion into school 
policy work? What about 
people who don’t believe 
the Adam and Eve story? 
What were Adam and Eve 
wearing before the apple 
was eaten, if anything, 
because just hiding behind 
a bush doesn’t sound like 
wearing clothing? What 
store did they shop at? This 
man is an elected official.
 Perhaps the concerns of 
the “Bathroom Bill” would 
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 At 24 square miles, 
our little town has ap-
proximately one church 
per square mile. Now we 
seem to have another: The 
Fountain Hills Town Hall 
Council Chambers and 
Chapel.
 I am not opposed to 
churches. I am opposed to 
turning Town government 
into a place of worship. 
With so many local church-
es in which to bow our 
heads, prayer and religion 
do not belong in govern-
ment nor schools. (Nor do 
guns and silencers, but I’ll 
leave that to another letter 
to the editor.) I do not want 
your prayer forced upon me 
any more than my prayer 
should be forced upon you. 
Yet here we are.
 “You hypocrite, first 
take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to take the 
speck out of your broth-
er’s eye.” – Matthew 7:5.  
 Manage your own faults, 
then help others manage 
their weaknesses.
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(cont. from page 6A)

Sheriff
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be best dealt with on the 
local school and/or gov-
ernment level across the 
state. Each school district 
could collect input from 
local sources: Mayor and 
town council, community, 
school board, school ad-
ministrators, teachers and 
of course the students who 
are most directly involved 
in the matter. Evaluate it 
and make the best rational 
decision, live with it for a 
while, and see what hap-
pens. In the meantime, 
we should direct Senator 
Kavanagh to issues that go 
beyond the scope of school 
bathroom etiquette. Really!

Tight rope
A letter from:

Chris Brant

Prayer
A letter from:

Don Scott

Transparency
A letter from:

Rich Rutkowski

 You don’t have to be 
glued to CNN or Fox to 
know that there is a chasm 
separating the two sides in 
Washington as wide as the 
Grand Canyon.
 In Tara Kavaler’s, of The 
Arizona Republic, recent 
interview of Congressman 
David Schweikert, who is 
the fourth-highest ranking 
member of the all-powerful 
Ways and Means Commit-
tee, he expressed determi-
nation to walk the tight 
rope to reach out across that 
void, for he believes there 
is room for bipartisanship. 
He’s Chair of the oversite 
committee and he shared 
his optimistic vision.
 T h e  c o n g r e s s m a n 
doesn’t believe it has to be 
partisan to investigate and 
speak up about the scale 
of fraud in the pandemic 
relief and enhanced unem-
ployment. He added, there 
are other items in the tax 
code that aren’t working 
and certainly Medicare 
fraud needs to be curtailed. 
He cited the issue of flood-
ing the nation with 87,000 
extra IRS agents may not 
be the most practical solu-
tion, but using technology, 
research, holding hearings 
and bringing in the experts 
to see if the parties can find 
agreement is much wiser.
 The blatant scaremon-
gering by the President 
doesn’t help relations, as 
David Schweikert stated, 
“I’ve been the senior Re-
publican over Social Se-
curity for the past year, I 
haven’t heard a single per-
son ever talk to me about 
cutting Social Security.” 
However, he continued, 
solutions must be found, 
for in 10 years the program 
will be insolvent. Quick fix-
es are not the answer, nor 
are just increasing the age 
limit or the tax. Possible 
solutions may include vol-
untary options for workers, 
rewarding them through 
incentive plans, to work 
longer and tweaking the 
tax code to perhaps reduce 
checks for higher earners.
 Positive brainstorming 
by both party members and 
run every idea through ac-
tuaries could work. Sounds 
like a plan to me!

 While people may have 
their own perspective 
about the proper role and 
limits of government, hope-
fully all would agree that 
our government should 
be transparent in and ac-
countable for its actions.
 R ec ent ly,  we  hav e 
learned that the federal 
government’s narrative on 
some major issues which 
affect all of us have lacked 
full transparency. As for 
accountability, past history 
gives us good reason to be 
skeptical about whether 
public officials and federal 
agency leaders who failed 
to fulfill our expectations of 
transparency and integrity 
will be held accountable for 
their failure to meet those 
expectations.  
 Judicial Watch is a na-
tional organization whose 
mission is to promote the 
above expectations and de-
mand accountability. The 
organization’s very fitting 
motto is “Because no one 
is above the law!” To learn 
more about Judicial Watch 
and its work, the Thursday, 
March 16, 6:30 p.m. meet-
ing of Fountain Hills AZ 
Tea Party at the Fountain 
Hills Community Center 
will have Mark Spencer, 
the southwest regional 
director of Judicial Watch 
as our special guest. Mark 
is also a retired Phoenix 

police officer, so he has 
that valuable experience 
to share.
 Anyone interested in 
this important subject is 
invited to attend the meet-
ing. Admission is free but 
donations are gratefully 
accepted. Please take ad-
vantage of this opportunity 
to listen, learn and partici-
pate.

 I want to thank our 
sponsors for their dona-
tions toward the first an-
nual FHUSD staff picnic 
on Friday, March 10. It was 
a fun, relaxing experience 
for our staff, and they truly 
enjoyed the food, music and 
activities.
 The picnic would not 
have been possible without 
the generosity of our local 
sponsors. The event was 
free to all staff, and there 
was no cost to the district 
thanks to the support of 
our community sponsors. 
Noon Kiwanis provided 
hotdogs, hamburgers and 
drinks, Four Peaks Rotary 
provided their famous pret-
zels and Pop Daddy Kettle 
Corn provided both kettle 
corn and Italian ice. The 
organizations also worked 
the event, cooking and 
serving delicious food. 
 Through events like 
this, our staff experiences 
how special our town is.  
 Special thanks to Noon 
Kiwanis, Four Peaks Rota-
ry, Safeway, Red Mountain 
Adventure Gear, Coast 2 
Coast Crawlers, Pop Daddy 
Kettle Corn, American Le-
gion and Bashas’.

Picnic
A letter from:

Dr. Cain Jagodzinski,
FHUSD Superintendent

personnel.
 ◆ On Wednesday, March 
8, deputies responded to 
the 17000 block of Shea 
Blvd. where a resident 
reported their purse was 
stolen from a nearby con-
venience store. The credit 
cards in that purse were 
then used at the We Ko 
Pa casino, located in Fort 
McDowell.
 ◆ On Wednesday, March 
8, deputies responded to 
Shea Boulevard and Arista 
Lane where two drivers 
were involved in a non-in-
jury vehicle collision when 
one driver rear ended the 
other. Both drivers said 
they were distracted by the 
bigger collision that hap-
pened on the opposite side 
of the road.

million. This includes $4 
million for maintenance 
and repair and $653,400 
for payroll and benefits.
 General Fund revenue 
forecasts include $13 mil-
lion in local Transaction 
Privilege Tax (TPT) or sales 
taxes and about $9 million 
in state shared revenues. 
Total income for the Gen-
eral Fund is projected at 
$23.6 million.
 Since FY 21 the Town 
has received $11.3 mil-
lion in federal funds re-
lated to COVID relief, or 

CARES Act in ’21 ($11.3 
million); and two distribu-
tions from the American 
Rescue Plan ACT (ARPA) 
in ’22 and ’23 ($4.2 million 
each year). Pock said he 
does not expect any “broad 
brush” federal programs 
to benefit the Town in FY 
’24.
 However, $2 million of 
CARES Act funding and 
$8.4 million of ARPA fund-
ing, $10.4 million total, 
has been allocated to the 
Streets Fund for paving 
projects expected to get 
underway later this fiscal 
year.
 “All of the federal funds 
received were used to pay 
for public safety contracts 
with Rural/Metro and Mar-
icopa County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice,” Pock said. “Using 
federal funds to pay those 
contracts, which would 
have normally been paid by 
the General Fund, resulted 
in savings for the General 
Fund.”
 The Town Council held 
a workshop to go through 
the capital projects plan 
at a special workshop on 
Tuesday, March 14. A work 
session to go through the 
overall proposed budget 
plan is set for Tuesday, 
April 11. The council will 
consider adoption of the 
tentative budget plan 
at its regular session on 
Tuesday, May 2. Adoption 
of the tentative budget 
will have the effect of es-
tablishing the maximum 
budget proposal. Final 
budget adoption, along 
with an implementation 
memo, is scheduled for 
council consideration on 
Tuesday, June 6. The new 
fiscal year begins on July 
1, 2023. 

the issue.
 Councilman Allen Skil-
licorn said if this could be 
millions of dollars it would 
be worth pursuing.
 “I haven’t seen details, 
but based on Councilman 
Spelich’s experience it rais-
es some concern,” Skilli-
corn said.
 Last year the Town 
hired the firm of Matrix 
Consulting to evaluate 
services the Town is re-
ceiving from MCSO and 
make recommendations 
for updates. The inde-
pendent auditing firm of 
Heinfeld, Meech & Co. 
was also hired to review 
the contract. Based on in-
formation in these reports 
the Town has a list of items 
for discussion related to a 
new contract.
 Other items being con-
sidered in the process in-
clude establishing staffing 
levels early in the proc-
ess. The Maricopa County 
Board of Supervisors needs 
to approve any agreement 
so it needs to be complete 
in enough time to process 
approvals before the new 
year. 
 As incentives, MCSO 
has approved pay increases 
as well as bonuses and 
incentives to improve re-
cruiting and retention. 
The current fiscal year 
contract costs increased by 
6% over the previous year. 
Considering the increase in 
staffing costs, the Town is 
anticipating a double digit 
increase in the upcoming 
fiscal year.

 The Town is asking for 
an annual credit/offset 
mechanism in the agree-
ment to reconcile annual 
charges. Since annual 
charges are “forecast” us-
ing prior year data, this 
option would reconcile dif-
ferences to actuals at the 
end of the year.
 The Town also wants 
the patrol District 7 to 
be dedicated to Fountain 
Hills. Currently the of-
fice includes personnel 
that patrol Rio Verde. The 
Town believes this would 
increase transparency in 
staffing and billing.
 Town staff also wants 
a provision to implement 
monthly reports to in-
crease visibility and allow 
comparisons of staffing, 
calls for service and in-
vest igation c learance 
rates.
 With response time as 
the only existing perform-
ance measure in the IGA, 
the Town would like to de-
velop additional perform-
ance standards.
 Possible staffing chang-
es could include an ad-
ditional School Resource 
Officer, officially adding 
Deputy Service Aides 
(DSA) as a possible offset 
against the number of pa-
trol deputies.
 Councilwoman Brenda 
Kalivianakis said she has 
concerns that DSAs might 
be used in lieu of sworn 
deputies, reducing the 
ability for efficient use of 
law enforcement resourc-
es.
 MCSO Capt .  Larry 
Kratzer said he was an 
initial skeptic of the DSA 
program, but has now 
seen its advantages in 
freeing up sworn offic-

ers for additional duties. 
DSAs are used for follow-
up paperwork on non-
emergency complaints, 
assist deputies at emer-
gency scenes with traffic 
control as well as freeing 
them from accident scenes 
more quickly.
 Current MCSO staffing 
includes 19 patrol deputies, 
three sergeants, 2.55 de-
tectives, 1.25 lieutenants, 
one school resource officer, 
one civilian clerical/office 
assistant and .75 captain. 
This is the equivalent of 
3.8 beats. A single beat is 
a 24-hour, seven-day/week, 
52 week posting.
 There are currently 
no detectives based in 
Fountain Hills. MCSO 
has moved all detectives 
to a central posting loca-
tion and dispatching them 
when needed in an area. 
This creates a situation 
where detectives are not 
familiar with the commu-
nity, but also allows for 
more specialized investi-
gators on each case. The 
Town would like to have 
detectives reassigned to 
the community. 
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     Fountain Hills, Arizona 85268

480-837-7130

 Good
Neighbor
 service...

my customers
swear by it

Like a
good neighbor,
State Farm
is there®

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

       FILL UP • EAT UP • DRINK UP • ATM ON SITE

Southwest corner of Beeline & Fort McDowell Rd. 

480-789-8400, Hours:  6am-10pm, 7 days a week

Loyalty Benefi ts
•฀2 pts per $1 merchandise

• Slushie Club buy 7 get 1 Free
• 100 pts = $1.00 reward

Ask About Our

Ba’ja Rewards!

Scan

QR Code

With Your 

Mobile 

Phones 

Camera
Android Apple/ iOS

Fuel Rollback 
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STERNFELS & 
WHITE PLLC

16803 E. Palisades, 
Fountain Hills, AZ

Tel. 480.816.9985
Fax. 480.816.5342

www.sternfelslaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

12625 N. Saguaro Blvd., #104
(At the Fountain)

Gallagher’s
Gallery & Framing

480-837-1090

480-529-2059

Custom Framing, 
Matted Prints,  
Gifts and more

 Wed & Thurs 11 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 3:30 pm
Also Available by Appointment

WE’VE GOT 

A PLACE 

FOR THAT

Want to get some stuff out of the house and yard? 

We’ve got a place for that!

12031 N. Colony Dr. • (480) 837-0297 
 www.fhms@mfdc.com

Bring your:

*Boat *RV

*All of the items that you want to 

keep, just not in the house. 

Bring them to

 Fountain Hills Mini Storage

Fountain Hills

Farmers Market

Every Wednesday 
10 am - 2 pm

November thru mid April

Bring your Umbrella 
Rain or Shine

We are OPEN !!

Mayor Dickey

Potential threat assessed

Injury collision March 8
Trail opens
Members of the Sonoran Conservancy of Fountain Hills Trailblazers group welcome 
hikers to enjoy the newly opened North Leg Trail in the Fountain Hills McDowell 
Mountain Preserve. The trail extends along a ridge from the Promenade Trail for .85-
mile. There is a 345-foot elevation change from east to west, so the hike back will be 
a challenge. The hike is a 2.5-mile round trip from the Adero Canyon Trailhead. The 
Trailblazers have built all the McDowell Mountain Preserve trails by hand except for 
the Promenade, which is an old road grade. Photo courtesy of Trailblazers lead Bill Craig
 

Health group to meet

This week at the Community Center

 Wednesday, March 8, 
about 4:30 p.m. Maricopa 
County Sheriff ’s Office re-
sponded along with Foun-
tain Hills Rural/Metro Fire 
to a reported four-vehicle 
injury collision on Shea 
Boulevard near Arista 
Lane.
 According to MCSO 
Capt. Larry Kratzer, in-
vestigators determined 
the driver of one vehicle 
suffered a medical event, 
which caused their vehicle 
to cross from westbound 
Shea, over into the east-
bound lanes. That vehicle 

then struck another east-
bound vehicle head-on.
 This  co l l i s i on  a l so 
caused two other vehicles 
to be impacted. Addition-
ally, two other vehicles 
sustained damage from 
the debris that was thrown 
by the impact of the other 
vehicles. 
 Three total patients 
suffered non-life-threat-
ening injuries and were 
transported to local hos-
pitals.
 MCSO reported a sec-
ondary two-vehicle collision 
occurred in the westbound 

lanes while the major ac-
cident was being investi-
gated.
 Traffic on Shea in both 
directions was severely 
impacted as all three lanes 
of eastbound Shea were 
closed until the investiga-
tion was completed and 
two lanes of westbound 
traffic were closed. Town 
of Fountain Hills Pub-
lic Works staff assisted 
MCSO in cleaning up the 
debris to open up all lanes 
of traffic.

 A “veiled threat” against 
Fountain Hills Mayor Gin-
ny Dickey was brought up 
by a citizen during the Call 
to the Public session of 
the March 7 Town Council 
meeting by a citizen.
 Stephen Gay said the 
social media threat ap-
peared on the Facebook 
page of Councilman Allen 
Skillicorn. It was attached 
to the comment portion of 
an unrelated item posted 
by Skillicorn. Gay said it 
was not removed, but it 
appears to have been taken 
down.
 The comment was under 
the name “Pedro Perez.” 

There is some indication 
during the conversation 
that Perez lives in Hawaii, 
but also has a residence in 
Fountain Hills.
 “Ginny Dickey lives 
VERY near me and isn’t 
worth the powder to blow 
her tp (sic) hell.”
 Gay read the post as 
part of his public presenta-
tion to the council.
 The Maricopa County 
Sheriff ’s Office (MCSO) 
was contacted about the 
potential threat on Feb. 27, 
according to MCSO Capt. 
Larry Kratzer.
 “(We) contacted Mayor 
Dickey and reviewed the 
post,” Kratzer said. “The 
incident involved an ex-
change of comments be-
tween several people on 

an event post which was 
posted by another council 
member for an upcoming 
event in town. 
 “In the comment section, 
a person made a statement 
that could be construed as 
threatening in nature. It 
was determined by MCSO 
that the comment was not 
a threat as outlined in Ari-
zona Revised Statute.
 “(Statute) states that 
a person commits threat-
ening or intimidating if 
the person threatens or 
intimidates by word or 
conduct to cause physical 
injury to another per-
son or serious damage to 
the property of another. 
MCSO documented the 
incident by taking an in-
cident report.”

 Fountain Hills Commu-
nity Center is maintaining 
its schedule of weekday 
events at the Community 
Center, 13001 N. La Mon-
tana Drive at the Cutillo 
Civic Center. 
 Activities are scheduled 
as follows: 
 Wednesday, March 15
*8 a.m., Geri-Fit.
*8:30 a.m., Geri-Fit.
*9 a.m., video gentle yoga; 
intermediate bridge; Time 
4-U computer.
*10 a.m., open paint studio.
*11 a.m.,  Homewatch 

Neighbor presentation. 
*12 p.m., poker.
*1 p.m., Scrabble; Hand & 
Foot Cards.
*2 p.m., Open jam session.
*6 p.m., Bunco.
*6:30 p.m., Metabolic sup-
port group; Ukulele for 
beginners.
 Thursday, March 16
*8 a.m., Peer led exercise/
aerobic chair exercise.
*9 a.m., open paint studio; 
canasta; video gentle yoga.
*9:30 a.m., Basic beginner 
line dancing.
*10 a.m., Spanish Club.
*1 p.m., Table Talk for 
Women; Improver Line 
Dancing; Hand & Foot 
Cards.
*5 p.m., Open paint studio; 
movie.
 Friday, March 17
*8 a.m., Geri-Fit

*8:30 a.m., Geri-Fit
*9 a.m., Pinochle, Aerobic 
Chair Exercise, intermedi-
ate bridge.
*10:30 a.m., Golf Cards.
*1 p.m., Woodcarvers & 
Open Table Art; Mexican 
Train Dominoes; Table 
tennis; Chess; Hong Kong 
Mah Jongg.
 Saturday, March 18
No activities
 Sunday, March 19
No activities
 Monday, March 20
*8a.m., Geri-Fit
*8:30 a.m., Geri-Fit
*9 a.m., Table Tennis; Geri-
Fit/Fall Prevention; free 
tax preparation.
*10 a.m., Men’s Discussion 
Group.
*10:30 a.m., advanced Con-
versational Spanish.
*12 p.m., duplicate bridge; 

poker.
*12:30 p.m., American Sign 
Language meetup.
*1 p.m., cribbage, pinochle, 
Mah Jongg for beginners.
*5 p.m., aerobic chair exercise.
*5:30 p.m., Hand & Foot 
Cards. 
 Tuesday, March 21
*8 a.m., Peer-led exercise; 
Aerobic chair exercise.
*9 a.m., video gentle Yoga.
*915 a.m., health talks by 
Spooner.
*9:30, Intermediate line 
dancing.
*10 a.m., Hooks & Needles; 
open paint studio.
*11 a.m., Advanced Ameri-
can Sign Language.
*12 p.m., Blood pressure 
checks.
*1 p.m., Mah Jongg; movie; 
Bingo.
*5:30 p.m., Table tennis.

 The Metabolic Health 
Support Group resumes 
this month so make a 
New Year’s resolution “To 
improve overall health,” 
knowing safe weight loss 
will naturally follow.

 Group leader Diane Weiss-
man is a Fountain Hills-
based Nutrition Network 
trained coach. Meetings are 
held on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 

Fountain Hills Community 
Center, 13001 N. La Montana 
Dr. Open to the public. No fee 
or membership is required.  
 Sponsored by the Town 
of Fountain Hills Commu-
nity Center

LOST &
FOUND
 As a public service, The 

Times publishes a list of 
items that have been re-
ported lost or found in the 
community.
 To report a lost or found 
pet or other item, call The 

Times at 480-837-1925.
 Lost – Wallet lost at 
Irish Fest on Saturday. If 
found, please call 860-707-
3322.

One Time Cleaning 
Special Only $39 

(Promo Code Spring39)

OUR SERVICE PLANS
Monthly $29

Bi-Monthly (6 times per year) $39

Quarterly $49

One-Time Cleaning  $69
PRICING IS FOR 2 BINS | ADDITIONAL BINS: $5 PER BIN
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Field
(cont. from page 1A)

Time
(cont. from page 1A)

with our

DYNAMIC DUO

SpineMED non-surgical spinal decompression therapy SUMMUS Horizon Class IV laser therapy

...pain doesn't 
stand a chance

It's time to take your life back.

Ally Spine Center is the only place in Arizona you

can receive this state-of-the-art technology,

designed to alleviate your pain and correct your

dis-ease so your body can naturally heal itself.

No injections. No drugs. No surgery.

Call today to schedule your free consultation. 480-809-4700

10565 N 114th St., STE 109 | Scottsdale, AZ | www.allyspinecenter.com

CARDS of 
Fountain Hills

12645 N. Saguaro Blvd, #6 (At the Fountain)

(480) 837-4908

March 23, 2023 • 5 - 8 pm
Hosted By

&

Save the Date

Spring

Fashion

Show

Sign of the future
Two 8x4-foot signs with renderings of the future International Dark Sky Discovery 
Center were installed near Centennial Circle next to the library last week. Views from 
the front and west sides are shown. On hand to unveil the signs were IDSDC Board 
Members. From left are Walt Franklin, Jerry Butler and Scott Adams, who directed 
the project. 

Sister Cities appoints Byron Roman
 Fountain Hills resident 
Byron Roman has filled 
the Ataco board chair for 
Fountain Hills Sister Cit-
ies. This position became 
vacant with the recent 
retirement announced by 
Enrique Melendez, who 
managed the relationship 
between Fountain Hills 
and Concepción de Ata-
co, El Salvador, for many 
years.
 Roman was born in Gua-

temala and has been a 
Fountain Hills resident 
since 1995. Byron spent 20 
years as a soccer coach and 
mentor with the Fountain 
Hills Soccer Club and man-
aged the student referee 
program.
 Roman is the founder 
of “Planet A Challenge,” 
and is involved with com-
munity service in envi-
ronmental awareness. 
Roman also serves as an 

advocate for the Hispanic 
community and lives in 
Fountain Hills with his 
wife, Jennifer.
 He has accepted the ap-
pointment to the Board of 
Directors with Fountain 
Hills Sister Cities – Ataco 
Chair. Board leadership 
said it welcomes Byron 
Roman to the team and 
looks forward to continuing 
the relationship with their 
Ataco  friends.

From left, President of Fountain Hills Sister Cities Christine Colley, new Sister Cities 
– Ataco Chair, Byron Roman and Sister Cities Treasurer Chandra Merica.

Board for approval. 
 There was confusion and 
a discrepancy over the war-
ranty agreement when the 
field was installed in 2014. 
AstroTurf bought out Na-
tionwide Turf, the installer 
in 2014, and Board Presi-
dent Jill Reed said she had 
to find documentation of the 
10-year warranty herself. 
 According to Reed, she 
is the only Board member 
still active from 2014, and 
she has worked with four 
financial directors and six 
superintendents in the 
nine years since then. 
 “Just like any business, [a] 
change in staff is no excuse 
for not having your paper-
work in order,” Reed said. 

“But I appreciate the perse-
verance of this community 
and the staff and making 
sure our kids are going to 
have a field next year.”
 There were many hours 
put in behind the scenes by 
staff and volunteers to get 
the new field ready for next 
year, and students at Foun-
tain Hills High School will 
benefit from their work. 

event within the event will 
be Taste of Fountain Hills, 
which will feature “tastes” 
from local restaurants, $5 
samples of what each res-
taurant offers. In addition 
to all of those areas, be sure 
to stop by the beer garden, 

check out the classic cars at 
the auto show and enjoy live 
music all day with Tommy 
Fontaine. A Ferris wheel will 
also be available, so guests 
will be able to enjoy a birds’ 
eye look at Fountain Hills.
 “Don’t miss this exciting 
opportunity to sample some 
of Fountain Hills’ favorite 
restaurants, explore and 
find out what our local busi-
nesses, clubs and organiza-
tions have to offer, take a 
ride on the Ferris wheel, 
check out classic cars at the 
auto show, listen to some 
great music and have a 
great time with your family 
and friends,” reads a press 
release from the Chamber.
 For more information 
about Fountain Hills Day, 
check out the insert in this 
week’s newspaper of visit 
fhchamber.com.

DEMENTIA  

LUNCH & LEARN 

Thursday, March 23 • 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Fountain View Village Maricopa Room 

16455 E. Avenue of the Fountains I Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Feed your mind 
at Fountain 
View Village. 
Join us for an 
informative 
discussion.

Our guest presenter, Linda Rode, is a Fountain Hills  

Dementia Taskforce member who lives with the disease  

as a caregiver for her husband. Come enjoy lunch and  
an inspiring talk with personal insights and general  

knowledge about the various forms of dementia.

INDEPENDENT LIVING I ASSISTED LIVING I MEMORY CARE 

16455 E. Avenue of the Fountains • Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
        fountainviewvillageaz.com

RSVP to (480) 485-2950 by March 22.
Hurry! Seating is limited.  

Lunch will be served.
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So much to discover during Tour d’ Artistes

NPOA approves several plans Community invited to take
part in county health survey

Expires March 22, 2023

MIKE’S DRYWALL SERVICE, INC.

Serving Fountain Hills Since 1980

480-816-0980
Mobile:฀602-989-8135฀•฀Fax:฀480-816-9046

Specializing In:
•฀Water฀damage฀&฀all฀other฀types฀of฀drywall฀repair
•฀Acoustic฀/฀popcorn฀ceiling฀removal
•฀Patio฀/฀carport฀ceiling฀resurfacing
•฀Remodels/room฀additions
•฀Carpentry฀/฀Roof฀and฀Stucco฀Repairs
•฀Painting฀-฀Interior฀and฀Exterior

ROC฀Lic฀#฀130069฀฀•฀฀Bonded฀฀•฀฀Insured

If the Job is Large or Small...

GIVE US A CALL!

www.mikesdrywallservice.com

Open 
Tuesday thru Saturday

by appointment

480-837-3221

16716 E. Parkview Ave.  
Suite 105

FOUNTAIN

Walk-Ins Welcome ~ Appointment Recommended

Marlene, Karen, & Chris

Full Line of Hair Services 
& Facial Waxing

FREE ESTIMATES

Keep Your Pool Healthy & Clean

Mike Rubino
Owner, Fountain Hills Resident

(480) 600-3674

Aqualinepools@yahoo.com | www.aqualinepoolsaz.com

- Weekly Maintenance  - Repair - Pool Draining

- Power Washing And Much More

 Maricopa County Public 
Health (MCPH) is conduct-
ing a survey to better un-
derstand the health of the 
community and its needs 
moving forward.
 “The Community Health 
Needs Assessment (CHNA) 
Survey, also referred to as 
the Community Health As-
sessment (CHA) Survey, is 
a comprehensive data col-
lection effort to identify the 
strengths, challenges and 
opportunities to address 
and improve public health,” 
according to the MCPH 
website. “Every three years, 
Maricopa County Public 
Health, in collaboration 

with community organiza-
tions, municipalities and 
healthcare partners, con-
ducts a survey to develop a 
deeper understanding from 
residents about issues re-
lated to quality of life, avail-
ability of essential services, 
physical and mental health, 
and more.
 “The information gath-
ered from the survey facili-
tates planning and guides 
the work toward making 
Maricopa County a health-
ier place for all.”
 The survey is open to 
anyone in Maricopa Coun-

ty ages 12 and up and is 
available in 14 different 
languages. Responses are 
anonymous and kept con-
fidential, and the survey 
should take about 15 min-
utes to complete.
 To take the survey or to 
learn more, visit maricopa-
healthmatters.org. MCPH 
does not typically get a siz-
able number of responses 
from Fountain Hills, Fort 
McDowell or the Verdes, 
and organizers are hoping 
to get a better view of these 
communities with the 2023 
survey.

 The Neighborhood Prop-
erty Owners’ Association’s 
Committee of Architecture 
reviewed and approved 10 
permit applications and 
one change request at the 
meeting held on March 
7, with no applications in 
need of further review. 
 Approvals were as fol-
lows:
 *16540 Seminole – Own-
er, Oest; window replace-
ment. 
 *10406 Demaret – Own-
er, CM Realty; repaint. 
 *16432 Skyridge – Own-
er, Finlay; reroof. 
 *16804 Monterey – Own-
er, Quackenbush; repaint. 
 *15911 Cholla – Owner, 
Krehbiel; repaint. 
 *15711 Golden Eagle – 
Owner, Hauver; mailbox. 
 *16246 Emerald – Own-
er, Mueller; repaint. 
 *10461 Nicklaus – Own-
er, Mitchell; wall. 
 *15635 Greystone – 
Owner, Wong; remodel. 
 *17046 Parlin – Owner, 

Broestsky; remodel. 
 Approved changes to 
existing permits:
 *15135 Mazatzal – Own-
er, Grotsky; repaint. 
 The NPOA welcomes 
member homeowners who 
are interested in serving 
the NPOA Board of Direc-
tors or the Neighborhood 
Committee of Architecture.  
 All interested members 
should contact the NPOA 
office at 480-837-5317 or 
visit the NPOA/NCOA web-
site at npoafh.org for more 
information. 
 The Neighborhood Com-
mittee of Architecture 
(NCOA) meets Tuesday 
mornings at 8:30 a.m. to 
review plans submitted 
during the previous week.  
Deadlines for permit sub-
mittal is Fridays at 2 p.m. 
to be reviewed on the fol-
lowing Tuesday.
 The NPOA Board of Di-
rectors meets the second 
Wednesday of each month 
at 9 a.m.

 Any questions may be di-
rected to the NPOA office at 
480-837-5317, or visit the 
NPOA website at npoafh.
org for more information.

Annual meeting
 The NPOA of Fountain 
Hills will hold its annual 
general meeting on Mon-
day, March 20, beginning 
at 6 p.m. This meeting will 
be held in the Fountain 
Hills Community Center 
Yavapai Room, with del-
egate check-in to begin at 
5:30 p.m.
 Member property own-
ers are welcome to attend. 
For more information, call 
480-837-5317 or email 
info@npoafh.org.

Check out the latest 

Fountain Hills news at

fhtimes.com

Artists Veronique Benoit (left) and Judith Rothenstein-Putzer pose for a picture in 
Benoit’s Studio during the 2023 Tour d’ Artistes.

Jackie Kahn wearing a hand-painted silk by Artist 
Sudha Achar at Sudha’s Art Gallery & Books. (Photo 
Courtesy of Sudha Achar)

Llyod Tarr’s photography was on display at the Desert Vista Fiber Arts Studio #2. 
(Photo Courtesy of Lloyd Tarr)

Elaine Tarr showed off her fiber art and embroidery 
during the Tour d’ Artistes. (Photo Courtesy of Lloyd Tarr)

Patrons studying the jewelry at Sudha’s Art Gallery & 
Books, 17005, E. Colony Drive. (Photo Courtesy of Sudha 
Achar)

Artist Bonnie Schweihs stands near her commissioned 
pet portraits. Find more at Facebook/doggiefaces.com. 
(Photo Courtesy of Lloyd Tarr)

JOHN A. PORTER, D.M.D.
Gentle Dental Care

Check The Jokes At 
jpdmd.com

New Patient Special

Xray, Exam & Cleaning

Only $65!

480 816-6537
17100 E. Shea Blvd., Suite 450
Across Shea from Comfort Inn

www.jpdmd.com

Keep ‘em
White ‘n Brite
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MORNINGSTAR NEWS

We have a lot to celebrate & you're invited!

Awards Celebration

Thursday, March 23
2:00–4:00pm

Hors D'oeuvres  |  Cocktails 
Live Entertainment by Ken Levine

MorningStar of Fountain Hills

16800 E. Paul Nordin Parkway, Fountain Hills

480.327.6797
MorningStarFountainHills.com

Community of the Year  
Best Training 

Best Memory Care Family Survey

“Best of Senior Living” 2023
by A Place for Mom

Two Annual Consecutive
Deficiency-free State Surveys

Conservancy plans hikes

Oktoberfest moves to even years

Cool cats turn out for sock hop

Photos by Community Center staff

 The Sonoran Conser-
vancy of Fountain Hills 
(SCFH) has a full slate 
of hikes and learning op-
portunities planned for 
the season. These are also 
educational events for 
those wanting to learn 
more about the desert and 
the surrounding area. With 
temperatures on the rise 
and spring flowers in bloom 
there are lots of reasons to 
get out and enjoy
 All of the SCFH pro-
grams require pre-registra-
tion at scfh.org/events.
 *Wednesday, March 15: 
Easy Pace Hike at Foun-
tain Hills Desert Botanical 
Garden. Take a 1.5-mile 
hike at the Garden, a natu-
ral desert oasis.  Learn 
more about indigenous 
plants and see the dam 
built in 1941 as a watering 
hole for cattle.
 *Saturday, March 18:  
Medicinal Plants.  Bernie 
Finkel will introduce and 
explain how certain plants 
found in the Garden and 

elsewhere in the Sonoran 
Desert have been used 
for medicinal purposes by 
Native Americans. He will 
also touch on the history of 
medicinal plants and what 
makes a plant medicinal.
 *Wednesday, March 22: 
Camp Creek Falls and 
Maricopa Trail.   A scenic 
five-mile moderate hike 
from Blue Wash Trailhead 
down to Camp Creek and 
returning.
 *Monday, March 27: Tak-
ing Great Photos at Dusk.  
Join Paul Stark to learn to 
work with light to capture 
what you’re seeing and get 
better pictures with your 
Android or iPhone.
 *Wednesday, March 29: 
Stargazing & Sky View-
ing.  Vickey Derksen and 
the Star Dudes team up 
with SCFH during the first 
quarter moon in the Pre-
serve – an amazing place 
to be when the Preserve 
is closed, and the sky is 
dark.  On the short hike 
you might catch a glimpse 

of a planet or identify con-
stellations and stars while 
Vicky recounts some myths 
and stories held by ancient 
cultures about our sky. Af-
ter the hike the Star Dudes 
will point their telescopes 
at the moon, star cluster 
and other deep-space ob-
jects.
 *Wednesday, April 5: 
Exploring PATS in Payson.  
Payson has developed a 
network of interconnected 
in town trails that are fun 
to explore when it gets 
too warm in Fountain 
Hills.  On this moderate 
hike we will explore about 
seven miles of mostly wood-
ed forest with interesting 
rock formations.
 When registering for 
activities pay particular 
attention to additional 
requirements for each, 
such as the amount of wa-
ter recommended to bring 
and any other suggested 
equipment.  Do not bring 
four-legged pets to these 
events. 

 The Fountain Hills 
Chamber of Commerce 
has announced that, going 
forward, Oktoberfest will 
take place every other year 
on even years, with the 
next celebration scheduled 
for 2024.
 Chamber President 
and CEO Betsy LaVoie 
said guests can expect all 
the traditional elements 
that make Oktoberfest 
so special, including an 
imported German band, 
authentic German beer, 
pretzels, strudel, schnitzel 
and sauerkraut, as well as 
a parade and keg tapping 
ceremony.
 “What makes this Okto-
berfest truly unique is its 
charming location in the 
town of Fountain Hills,” 
reads a press release from 
the Chamber. “Against 
the stunning backdrop 

of the famous Fountain 
Hills Fountain and views 
of Four Peaks and Red 
Rock, guests can enjoy an 
unparalleled experience 
of authentic German cul-
ture.”
 LaVoie said the decision 
to hold the event every 
other year was inspired 
by the success of a similar 
arts and cultural event in 
Tucson. The Fountain Hills 
Chamber of Commerce 
Board and staff believe 
the event will become even 
more sought after if it oc-
curs every other year.
 “When Oktoberfest at 
the Fountain began al-
most two decades ago, 
Fountain Hills was one 
of the only Oktoberfest 
celebrations,” the press 
release continues. “Today, 
with 15 other Oktoberfest-
themed parties happening 

throughout the Valley, the 
Fountain Hills Chamber 
of Commerce is confident 
that their traditional and 
authentic event will con-
tinue to stand out from the 
rest.”
 The Chamber has an-
nounced that Oktoberfest 
at the Fountain 2024 will 
take place on September 
28-29 from 5-10 p.m. each 
day.
 “I support the Cham-
ber’s decision to hold Okto-
berfest biannually,” added 
Mayor Ginny Dickey. “This 
special event takes a tre-
mendous amount of plan-
ning and resources, and 
we look forward to work-
ing together to make it 
a spectacular and much-
anticipated activity for 
our residents and visitors 
to enjoy for many years to 
come.”

Over 150 people attended the Sock Hop held at the Community Center on Friday, 
March 3, where sock hoppers danced to music of the Come Back Buddy Band. The Community Center staff dressed up in Sock Hop attire. From left, Jennifer Lyons, 

Joann Sabath, Kathleen Kruty, Mike Ciccarone, Renee Stephenson and Cheryl Ponzo 
playing bass guitar. 

From left, sock hop winners Nicole and Brett won the  costume contest.
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Help the schools,

Deadline 
is

April 15!

Arizona law allows for every dollar (up to $200 for sole taxpayers OR up to 
$400 for joint tax returns) donated in support of school activities to be 
subtracted dollar-for-dollar from your state tax liability. A federal charitable 
deduction may also apply.

Give your income tax dollars directly to our schools to support:
Art฀•฀Drama฀•฀Journalism

Science฀Labs฀•฀Music฀•฀Athletics
Field฀Trips฀•฀Clubs

... and more

Printed as a public service by the Fountain Hills Times

Mail฀this฀form฀with฀your฀tax-deductible฀contribution฀to:

Fountain Hills Unified School District Office
16100฀E.฀Palisades฀Blvd.฀•฀Fountain฀Hills,฀AZ฀85268฀•฀480-664-5500

or use the mail Drop at the District Office

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City฀_______________________________________฀State฀_________฀Zip฀_______________

Phone __________________________________

Amount $ ___________________________ (up to $400 for joint return)

Memo:฀______________________________________________________________________

save on your taxes!

❏ Fountain Hills High School   ❏ Fountain฀Hills฀Middle฀School

❏ McDowell฀Mountain฀Elementary

Make check payable to the designated school.

Fountain Hills Community Foundation awarding 30 grants

Olivia Sopeland’s essay

‘Social media was hurting me mentally and physically’

2023 Coalition Essay Contest winners announced

Times photos by George Zeliff

 Thirty local organiza-
tions will receive grants 
totaling slightly more than 
$60,000 from the Fountain 
Hills Community Founda-
tion at a gifting ceremony 
on Thursday, March 30, at 
DC Bar & Grill.
 Full and partial grant 
requests were scored and 
assessed by a six-member 
FHCF committee from 
qualified applicants who 
completed the Founda-
tion’s application process. 
This year ’s total award 
amount is up from the 
2022 total of $49,125, 

thanks to a very success-
ful 2022 Flutter at the 
Fountain fundraiser.
 “These grants cover 
very diverse needs in our 
community,” Dr. Bill Myhr, 
chairman of the gifting 
committee, said. “They 
support a number of stu-
dent, adult and senior 
age group activities which 
make Fountain Hills a spe-
cial place to live.”
 Recipients for the 2023 
grant awards include Foun-
tain Hills Sunset Kiwanis 
Club, Fountain Hills Youth 
Substance Abuse Preven-

tion Coalition, Reigning 
Grace Ranch, 4-H Empow-
ered to Make A Difference, 
Arizona Junior Achieve-
ment, Fountain Hills Little 
League, Fountain Hills 
Athletic Booster Club, 
Fountain Hills Golden Ea-
gle Foundation, Fountain 
Hills Boys & Girls Club, 
Fountain Hills Women’s 
Club, New Journey Lu-
theran Church, Falcon Fi-
esta, Rescue Pals, FHUSD 
Parent-Teacher Organiza-
tion (PTO), Fountain Hills 
Theater, Fountain Hills 
In-Home Concerts, Foun-

tain Hills Soccer Club, 
Fountain Hills Community 
Chorus, Encore for More, 
Fountain Hills Poinsettia 
Tree Project, Tender Little 
Hearts, Fountain Hills 
Munch and Music, River 
of Time Museum, Fear-
less Kitty Rescue, HARTT 
Animal Rescue, Foster 
Your Future, Fountain 
Hills Community Band, 
Fountain Hills Lions Club, 
Fountain Hills Dark Sky 
Association and Extended 
Hands Food Bank.
 Members of the recipient 
groups are asked to attend 

the gifting ceremony from 
3 to 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 30. The casual event 
will be held on the patio of 
the DC Bar and Grill and is 
a networking opportunity 
for the recipients and the 
FHCF board members.
 Later in the evening, 
foundation members are 
encouraged to attend the 
FHCF’s annual meeting 
which convenes at 5:30 
p.m. For more information, 
contact the FHCF at info@
FountainHillsGives.com.
 The Fountain Hills Com-
munity Foundation assists 

with additional funding for 
educational, cultural and 
humanitarian nonprofit 
organizations operating 
within Fountain Hills and 
the surrounding commu-
nity. The organization, 
originally known as the 
Sunridge Foundation, was 
formed in 1995. To date, it 
has provided more than 
$1.5 million in financial 
support for local nonprof-
its.
 For more information on 
the grant process and how 
to become a donor, visit 
FountainHillsGives.com.

 There is so much nega-
tivity in our generation, 
and social media is one of 
the largest feeding grounds 
for it. When I think of social 
media influencers, rarely 
do I begin to think about 
how they have positively 
impacted young minds 
with their good morals and 
generosity. They set rigid 
beauty standards for young 
adults, making teens feel 
inferior.
 May 29, 2020, was the 
day that social media broke 
me. The COVID-19 lock-
down had recently started. 
The weather was starting 
to get warmer, the kind 
of heat where it feels like 
someone’s blowing a hair-
dryer on your face.
 This signaled the begin-
ning of swimming season 
in Arizona. But this year 
felt different; I didn’t feel 
the usual excitement to 
breathe the fresh sum-

mer air and take a dip 
in the pool to escape the 
heat. I had recently been 
diagnosed with PCOS, a 
thyroid and hormonal con-
dition. PCOS has many 
symptoms, but there was 
only one I was concerned 
about – my weight.
 In a span of six months, 
I had gained nearly 50 
pounds. I would stand star-
ing at myself in a swimsuit, 
debating if I wanted to walk 
out to the pool to swim with 
even just my family. My 
stretch marks and skin 
rolls had nowhere to hide. 
My cute summery bikinis 
and tank tops that I had 
once loved now made me 
feel insecure and ashamed. 
 I spent most of my spare 
time mindlessly scroll-
ing through social media, 
seeing gorgeous thin girls 
wearing itty-bitty bikinis 
on their personal yachts; it 
made my heart ache. I read 

articles about their life-
styles, diets and workout 
routines. I scrolled through 
their comments upon com-
ments, worshipping them 
for physical qualities that 
I didn’t possess.
 I researched dieting tips 
to help me look more like 
them. Unfortunately, the 
fastest dieting tip wasn’t 
the healthiest one, because 
there wasn’t much food in-
volved at all. This rapidly 
unfolded into an uncon-
trollable habit. That day I 
decided to go for a run with 
only a protein shake in my 
system. I often did this 
when I felt my lowest. After 
a large, heaping serving of 
insecurity from looking at 
social media stars, I was 
fueled up for my run. About 
30 minutes into my jog I 
ended up on the hot asphalt 
crying – contemplating the 
choices that brought me to 
this street corner.

 Social media was hurt-
ing me mentally and physi-
cally.
 We are in a time of ev-
er-changing beauty stan-
dards, from the body types 
of runway models with 
slim figures and long legs, 
to hourglass figures with 
implants, liposuction, large 
busts and basically any 
plastic surgery you can 
imagine.
 We live in a world where 
women’s body types are 
trends. Where one day a 
body figure is “in” and the 
next they are considered 
out of style. Body types 
shouldn’t be something 
that goes in and out of fash-
ion. Social media is a driv-
ing force for our internal 
self-loathing monologues. 
We have lost sight of what 
is truly important.
 Internal beauty far out-
weighs our fleeting exter-
nal beauty. Social media 

and its addictive, drug-like 
effects blind us from what’s 
important. We aren’t de-
fined by our looks, and our 
worth doesn’t lie in our 
facial features or how our 
body looks from a certain 
angle.
 We’ve let others deter-
mine beauty’s definition. 
Who decided small noses 
and waists are beautiful 
but not stretch marks and 
acne scarring? Not only do 
the effects of social media 
harm our minds, it can af-
fect the way we take care 
of our bodies. 
 According to Eating Dis-
order Hope, “Exclusive 
statistics have revealed 
that in the past three years 
the number of children and 
teenagers searching for 
help for an eating disorder 
has risen by 110 percent.” 
What causes this sudden 
surge? According to an-
other study done by Polaris 

Teen Center, 69 percent 
of females (ages 10 to 18) 
state that photographs of 
models and celebrities in 
the media motivated their 
“ideal” body shape.
 Social media is leaving 
a significantly negative 
impact on our generation.
 The effects of social me-
dia can’t easily be fixed, but 
I believe we can all work to 
support our generation in 
the fight regarding mental 
health. Everyone struggles 
with their appearance, and 
we are all broken people.
 But positivity on social 
media can impact someone 
and patch up the holes 
within their soul. I hope 
that my story can one day 
speak in someone else’s 
heart and give them hope 
and comfort, knowing that 
you can grow past your 
insecurities and live in the 
truth that social media 
doesn’t define you.

 Winners of the 11th an-
nual Fountain Hills Coali-
tion Essay Contest were 
honored during a ceremony 
hosted out of the District 
Learning Center on March 
9.
 In total, 13 students 
were awarded honorable 
mention recognition with a 
tie for third place, as well 
as a second and first place 
winner.
 First place went to Olivia 
Sopeland (see related sto-
ry), with Sophia Boyce tak-

ing second. Maggie Lucas 
and Jayden Harned tied for 
third place. Honorable men-
tion recognition went to Elle 
Young, Jaysonn Thompson, 
Allison Guerrette, Deli-
lah Hudoba, Skyler Pond, 
Judd Krushefski, Ryan 
Miller, Lucas Williams, 
Christopher Towne, Brooke 
Lyons, Emerson Uphoff, 
Leah Newsham and Mason 
Taylor.
 Students chose one of 
the following prompts as 
the focus for their essays.

 1. Think about your 
generation and the future. 
What concerns you most 
about your generation, and 
what do you believe can be 
done about those concerns? 
Or conversely, what stands 
out positively about your 
generation? Are you ex-
cited or nervous about the 
future? You can only choose 
one side to write about.
 2. When you think about 
social media, and its im-
pact on your generation, 
what do you think your 

generation may be in the 
process of losing? Or what 
is it gaining? Pick a posi-
tion and discuss if the ben-
efits outweigh the costs or 
vice versa.
 3. Identify a fictional 
character from a book, 
movie, anime or online 
show/series with whom 
you can connect and write 
about that connection and 
how that character has af-
fected your life or the way 
you think.
 Cash prizes included 

$1,000 for first place, $300 
for second place, $100 for 
third place and $50 for 
honorable mention. Title 
sponsor was the Verne C. 
Johnson Family Founda-
tion.
 Additional sponsors in-
cluded Stephanie – Sami 
Fine Jewelry, Tait D. Elkie 
with Fountain Hills Law 
Firm, Stop & Go Driving 
School, Dan Kuchan, CPA; 
The Martinson Team with 
Homeowners Financial 
Group, Dori Wittrig with 

Sonoran Lifestyle Team at 
RE/MAX Sun Properties, 
and The Fountain Hills 

Times.
 Organizers also wish to 
thank Fountain Hills High 
School English teachers 
for facilitating the essay 
contest, including Siiri 
Julian, Jamie Sunshine, 
Brent Olsen and Kimberly 
Flowers.
 For additional informa-
tion about the Fountain 
Hills Coalition, visit fhco-
alition.org.

Winners of the 11th annual Coalition Essay Contest.
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PTO hosts another successful book fair

Board approves contracts, disagrees on vaping prevention program
By George Zeliff
Times Reporter

Times photos by George Zeliff

 The Fountain Hills 
Unified School District 
Governing Board met last 
Wednesday, March 8, for 
an executive session and 
a business meeting. The 
executive session was for 
discussions on employee 
salary and benefits nego-
tiations, and the Board ap-
proved eight action items 
related to meet and confer 
staff agreements.  
 After informational re-
ports from each Board 
member, the Board hon-
ored Falcons of the month. 
The students honored from 
each school were Jillian 
Henry, Jordan Ruiz and JP 
Cahill, and the staff who 
received honors were Talia 
Houseal, Chris Peterson, 
Austin Keating and Valerie 
Fernandez. 
 The Board then heard 
reports from Student Gov-
ernment and middle school 
administrators. The high 
school STUGO is planning 
prom and fundraising op-
portunities through the 

Fountain Hills Coalition’s 
Falcon Promise Pledge to 
avoid vaping, drinking and 
other drugs. 
 The  midd le  s choo l 
principal, Dr. Kimberly 
Weeldreyer, and Dean of 
Students, Valerie Reichler, 
were both new to their 
positions this year. They 
delivered a presentation 
on their goals and progress, 
like building a PBIS store 
and bringing Red Ribbon 
Week back, and the Board 
was satisfied with their 
ongoing work. 
 After public comments 
and a 5-0 decision to au-
thorize Superintendent Dr. 
Cain Jagodzinski to move 
forward with replacing the 
high school field, the Board 
moved on to more action 
items. Many items, such 
as policy advisories, new 
course proposals and de-
tails about the before and 
after school programs, had 
been discussed before. The 
Board quickly approved 
these items upon second 
readings. 
 Jagodzinski clarified 
that even though all 11 new 

course proposals at the high 
school were approved, they 
may not get implemented 
right away. With the move 
to a trimester schedule, 
there will be several logis-
tical matters to work out 
before they can be taught. 
 The high school football 
team needs a new head 
coach, but the Board did 
approve the team trip to 
the Cal Lutheran Football 
Camp in Thousand Oaks, 
California this July. Jag-
odzinski believes the school 
will hire a new coach by 
the time of the trip, but 
the language was changed 
so the team can still attend 
with assistant coaches and 
district staff attending as 
chaperones. 
 The Board approved the 
name “Club Falcon” for 
before and after school pro-
grams. They also approved 
the pricing at $5 daily for 
before-school care, and $10 
daily for after-school care. 
 The Board approved 
the new salary schedule 
for certified staff and ad-
ministration. They also 
approved the issuance of 

new contracts to go out to 
certified staff so they can 
sign and return for next 
year. The vote to approve 
the school and work calen-
dars for 2023-2024 passed 
4-1. Board member Dana 
Saar voted against the cal-
endars because he wants a 
balanced yearlong school 
calendar instead. 
 “For 30 years, I’ve voted 
against this,” Saar said. “I’ll 
vote against this tonight.”
 That wasn’t the only 
point of disagreement in 
the meeting. The Board 
approved the Fountain 
Hills Coalition’s CATCH 
My Breath program 3-2, 
and they approved the job 
description of a childcare 
specialist 4-1. 
 Board members Madi-
cyn Reid and Libby Settle 
voted against teaching the 
CATCH My Breath E-Cig-
arette prevention program 
in Fountain Hills classes. 
The Coalition will acquire 
the curriculum to teach the 
program from the Maricopa 
County Department of Pub-
lic Health, and “for that 
reason, my vote will be dif-

ferent,” Settle said.
 Settle and Reid each 
said they opposed the 
anti-tobacco program be-
cause the Coalition would 
have to share anonymous 
data with the county. The 
county asks for survey 
data before and after the 
program to determine how 
successful it was in getting 
children to understand 
E-cigarettes are addictive 
and unhealthy. 
 This was the second 
Board  d i s cuss i on  on 
CATCH My Breath. After 
the first discussion, the dis-
trict changed the language 
to make surveys on an 
opt-in form, but that was 
still not enough to convince 
Reid or Settle. 
 “I do still have a little 
bit of concern with the 
surveying of students,” 
Reid said. “I know that it’s 
anonymous, I’m just one of 
those people that shy away 
from data collection.” 
 The childcare specialist 
position was discussed and 
tabled at the Feb. 22 work 
study session. The lan-
guage of the position was 

changed from supporting 
“with specific responsibility 
for implementing programs 
for the personal and emo-
tional growth of the referred 
students,” to “with specific 
responsibility of supporting 
teachers in the personal 
and emotional growth of the 
referred students.” 
 The childcare special-
ist position is in line with 
the Arizona early learn-
ing social emotional stan-
dard per state law, and 
the change in language 
means they can only as-
sist teachers in personal 
and emotional growth. 
Reid had concerns over 
“personal and emotional,” 
 and voted against the posi-
tion description. 
 The Board will meet 
next for a work study ses-
sion on Wednesday, March 
22, at 5 p.m. All meetings 
are held in the FHUSD 
Learning Center and are 
livestreamed and recorded 
on the FHUSD YouTube 
channel. To find old meet-
ings, click on the “Live” 
section on the FHUSD 
YouTube home page. 

Alene Phillips helps her daughters, Lianna, Shaylin and Reid, as they shop at the 
PTO’s Scholastic Book Fair.

Students like Braxton Spears, pictured above, were able to visit the Book Fair before 
school and all PTO proceeds will be put back into the district. 

Sports fan Aiden Smith added more memorabilia to his collection with this 
Diamondbacks poster. 

Ivy Butler, left, and Riley Jacobi, right, shop for pens and pencils to add to their 
collection. 

Check out the latest 

Fountain Hills news at

fhtimes.com
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Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
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The Arts & Enter tainment

13434 N. La Montana Dr. #2
(In UMB Bank Building)

480.836.7444
.chocofi n.com

Open Tues. - Sat.

Homestyle Corned Beef 

served with Cabbage, Carrots, 

and Potatoes/ Homemade Irish Stew 

Music - Drinks - Food - Fun

Jeremy Marsh - Live 6 - 9 pm

St. Patrick’s Day 

at the Saddle Bronc!

Saddle Bronc Bar & Grill
11056 N Saguaro Blvd., Fountain Hills, AZ

(480) 816-5900

www.saddlebroncgrill.com

What A DEAL!

17053 E. Shea Blvd.

480-837-5307

$5.00
 OFF

Not to be combined with any other off er. Exp. 3/31/23

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Your Total Bill
$20 or more

‘Angels in America’ has final run this weekend

Spring Choir

dates are set

Swingtime plays WWII favorites

‘Scapin’ to open at theater

Summer
market
planned
 The River of Time Muse-
um & Exploration Center is 
now accepting gently used 
household items which 
can be dropped off at the 
museum Wednesday to 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
to help raise funds for the 
museum.
 The Summer Market 
will be held each week, 
Wednesday to Saturday, 
May 6-31, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and again June 1 to Aug. 
26, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 Merchandise will change 
frequently, so visitors are 
encouraged to shop early 
and shop often. Donations 
are appreciated and re-
ceipts are available upon 
request.

 Fountain Hills Theater 
announces the opening of 
the comedy, “Scapin.”
 In this wild physical 
comedy, the crafty servant, 
Scapin, jumps into the 
story as he first promises 
to help in the affairs of his 
neighbor ’s son, Octave, 
then to aid in those of his 
own charge, Leander.

 Both young men have 
fallen in love with unlikely 
and penniless beauties 
and both need money to 
help solve their dilemmas. 
Scapin knows a good ruse 
will always win the day 
and he drafts Sylvestre, 
Octave’s servant, into his 
schemes.
 “Brimming with zany 
characters and improvisa-
tion, this play is an up-
roarious romp of hugely 
theatrical proportions,” 
a press release reads. 
“Adapting and updating 
Moliere’s 1671 original 
with topically fresh dia-
logue, dance hall music 
and the occasional soft 
shoe routine, the cast 
takes great joy in blowing 

the fourth wall to pieces 
as they portray servants, 
ruthless employers and 
the two sets of young lov-
ers - complete with tall 
boots and appropriately 
heaving bosoms – all with 
a penchant for mayhem.”
 “Scapin” is directed by 
Peter J. Hill and is present-
ed by special arrangement 
with Broadway Licensing, 
LLC servicing the Drama-
tists Play Service Collec-
tion.
 “Scap i n ”  w i l l  p l a y 
March 24 through April 
9 with performances on 
Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sundays at 2 p.m. In-
dividual tickets are $35 for 
adults and $18 for youth 

17 and under. Seniors re-
ceive a $5 discount on all 
Thursday performances. 
Group, active duty and 
veteran discounts are 
available.
 All performances are 
at Fountain Hills Theater 
on its Mainstage at 11445 
N. Saguaro Blvd. (The 
Corner of Saguaro and 
Rand). Tickets are avail-
able through the theater 
box office at 480-837-9661 
x3 or by visiting fhtaz.
org. Box office hours are 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday 
through Saturday.
 For additional informa-
tion, call Fountain Hills 
Theater Artistic Director, 
Peter J. Hill at 480-837-
9661 x7. 

 Take a musical jour-
ney down memory lane 
as Swingtime remembers 
the favorite songs of World 
War II on Tuesday, March 
21, at 1 p.m. in the Town of 
Fountain Hills Community 
Center.
 Music has played an im-
portant role in many major 
conflicts, yet no other war 
offered a wider range of 
music than World War II. 
From swing to sentimental 
ballads to stirring service 

songs, Swingtime takes a 
nostalgic tour of unforget-
table war-time tunes.
 The afternoon’s program 
includes such memorable 
pop hits as the Andrews 
Sisters’, “Don’t Sit Un-
der the Apple Tree,” Do-
ris Day’s signature song, 
“Sentimental Journey” and 
the haunting acapella of 
“Comin’ In on a Wing and a 
Prayer,” by The Song Spin-
ners.
 All attending this spe-

cial Swingtime session are 
invited to contribute their 
own thoughts and feelings 
about the music, the music 
makers and to share their 
own special memories.
 Membership in the Com-
munity Center is required 
to attend Swingtime meet-
ings. For more information, 
contact Bill Whittaker at 
480-837-7961 or the Com-
munity Center at 480-816-
5200.
 A spin-off of the Golden 

Age of Radio, Swingtime 
plays vintage recordings 
from that magical era when 
swing was king. Listen to 
the big bands and small en-
sembles, the crooners and 
singing groups. Remember 
the grand ballrooms, the 
dance crazes and dance 
contests. While not all 
the music of the time was 
swing, the term itself de-
fines that period from the 
depression years through 
World War II.

 Tickets for the 2023 
Fountain Hills Community 
Chorus Spring Concerts 
are now available for pur-
chase. The concerts are on 
Saturday, April 1, at 4 p.m. 
and Sunday, April 2, at 4 
p.m. 
 The theme for the Spring 
Concerts is “Movie Music,” 
featuring songs from popu-
lar movies. Tickets can be 

purchased online at fhcc-az.
org or at eventbrite.com/e/
fountain-hills-community-
chorus-spring-concerts-
tickets-492045841357. 
They can also be purchased 
from any choir member or 
at Cards of Fountain Hills, 
12645 N Saguaro Blvd., 
Suite 6. Tickets are $15 
in advance and $17 at the 
door.

 Fountain Hills Theater 
(FHT) is showing the Pulit-
zer Prize-winning play, “An-
gels in America: Part One, 
Millennium Approaches.”
 “Angels in America: 
Part One, Millennium Ap-
proaches” is a metaphori-
cal and symbolic vision of 
America during the mid-
1980s. In the midst of the 
AIDS crisis and a conserva-
tive Reagan administra-
tion, New Yorkers grapple 
with life and death, love 
and sex, heaven and hell.
 In Tony Kushner’s play set 
in New York City, a gay man 
is abandoned by his lover 
when he contracts the AIDS 
virus, and a closeted Mormon 
lawyer’s marriage to his pill-
popping wife stalls.
 Other characters include 
the infamous McCarthy-ite 
lawyer Roy Cohn, the for-
mer drag queen who works 
as a nurse Ethel Rosenberg 
and an angel.

 “‘Angels in America’ is 
an epic drama that has 
deservedly earned awards 
for its portrayal of con-
temporary America - its 
mixture of brutal reality 
and miraculous fantasy, 
its tragedy and comedy, 
cruelties and compassion,” 
a press release reads.
 “Angels in America: Part 
One, Millennium Approach-
es” is directed by Chris R. 
Chávez and stars Rob Alloc-
ca, Keith Chandler, Raheem 
D’Angelo, Debra Lyman, Ka-
tie Marburger, Cindy Pru-
ett, Van Rockwell and Pat 
Russel. Presented through 
Special Arrangement with 
Concord Theatricals.
 This presentation is 
rated R for sexual situa-
tions, language and adult 
content. For Mature audi-
ences 18 and older.
 “Angels in America: 
Part One, Millennium Ap-
proaches” plays at FHT 

through March 19. Per-
formances are Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 
7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2 
p.m. Individual tickets are 
$35 and seniors receive a 
$5 discount on all Thurs-
day performances. Group, 
Active Duty and Veteran 
discounts are available.
 All performances are 
at Fountain Hills Theater 
on its Mainstage at 11445 
N. Saguaro Blvd. Tickets 
are available through the 
Theater Box Office by call-
ing 480- 837-9661 x3 or 
by visiting fhtaz.org. Box 
Office hours are 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday.
 For additional informa-
tion, call Fountain Hills 
Theater Artistic Director 
Peter J. Hill at 480-837-
9661 x7.

From left, Rob Allocca, Keith Chandler and Cindy Pruett cast in “Angels in America: 
Part One, Millennium Approaches,” finishes its run at Fountain Hills Theater this 
weekend. Tickets can be purchased at fhtaz.org.

Desert Belle on Saguaro Lake

 Saguaro Lake Marina ~ 480-984-2425

฀ •฀ Wednesday฀-฀4฀pm฀-฀Scott฀Hallock
฀ •฀ Friday฀-฀4฀pm฀-฀Ian฀Eric
฀ •฀ Saturday฀-฀4฀pm฀-฀Moon฀Dog
฀ •฀ Sunday฀-฀4฀pm฀-฀Eric฀Miller

Phil’s Filling Station Grill

฀ 16852฀ E.฀ Parkview฀ Ave฀ ~฀ 480-816-8200
฀ •฀ Thursday฀-฀6-9฀pm฀-฀Jim฀Doeden฀&฀Miss฀Erin฀
฀ •฀ Friday฀-฀6-9฀pm฀-฀Ageing฀Hipsters
฀ •฀ Saturday฀-฀6-9฀pm฀-฀Aaron฀Church

Saddle Bronc Grill

฀ ฀ ฀ 11056฀ N.฀ Saguaro฀ Blvd.฀ ~฀ 480-816-5900
฀ •฀ Friday฀ -฀ 6-9฀ pm฀ -฀ Jeremy฀ Marsh
฀ •฀ Saturday฀ -฀ 6-9฀ pm฀ -฀ Ageing฀ Hipsters

Fountain Hills

Below is a list of current advertisers with live music between 

March 15 and March 21.

Information is accurate to the best of our knowledge, but 
dates and times are subject to change without notice.
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(480) 816-8226
16948 E. Shea Blvd. #105

 (next to Circle K)

(480) 816-5317
13525 N. Ftn. Hills Blvd.

 (next to Snap Fitness)

Phone order, 
Takeout & 
Delivery 

through 
DoorDash, 

Postmates and 
Uber Eats

10% OFF
Your Total Bill

Must bring ad. Not to be combined with 

any other offer or special. Exp. 03/31/23

Quality Meats 
That Give You an 

Exceptional Eating Experience 

• Beef • Buffalo 
• Lamb • Pork 

• Poultry • Seafood 
• Seasonings

(480) 307-6491
17100 E. Shea Blvd. #500, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Family Owned & Operated

Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm  •  Sun. 10am - 3pm

Experience the Majesty of Saguaro Lake 
on a Desert Belle Cruise

March Schedule:
7 Days a Week- 3 Daily Cruises 

12PM, 2PM & 4PM

Live Music Cruises - 4PM 
Wed, Fri, Sat & Sun

80 MINUTE PUBLIC CRUISES

480-984-2425
desertbelle.com

ADULTS $26 • CHILDREN 12 & UNDER $17

Check out the latest 

Fountain Hills news at

fhtimes.com

GEORGIE’S
16252 E. Avenue of the Fountains #C110

(480) 837-4392 |Seven Days a Week 7 am - 3 pm

Bring In This Ad & Receive 

15% OFF 
Your Food Bill

excludes alcohol

Serving 
Breakfast and Lunch 

Visit Our Website To View Our Menu

12605 N. Saguaro Blvd. #4
(Corner of Saguaro & El Lago)

480-836-8400
www.RosatisFH.com 

Authentic Chicago Pizza

1/2 Price
 Cheese Pizza

Every Tuesday 

4-9 pm

Carry Out or Delivery

‘Razzle Dazzle’ 
opens April 14

Munch and Music set
New Storytellers event planned

March 22
is World
Water Day

Art demonstrations continue

This week at the library
 The Library is hold-
ing a regular schedule of 
events throughout this 
week. An up-to-date list 
of events can be found on 
their website at mcldaz.
org/locations/fountain-
hills/ by clicking “Browse 
Events.” As always, this 
week’s schedule is subject 
to change.
 Activities are scheduled 
as follows:
 Thursday, March 16
 *10 a.m., Time for Tod-
dlers.

 *1 p.m., Inside the Lines-
Adult Coloring.
 Monday, March 20
 *10 a.m., Time for Pre-
schoolers.
 Tuesday, March 21
 *6 p.m., Family Book 
Club.
 The Fountain Hills Li-
brary is located at 12901 
N. La Montana Dr. They 
are open Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Friday and Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and closed 
Sunday.

Museum changes hours
 Effective March 1, 2023, 
the River of Time Museum 
will be closed Sunday, Mon-
day and Tuesday for the 
rest of the year.
 The Museum’s  new 
hours  wi l l  change to 
Wednesday through Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
through the month of May.
 In the summertime, 
from June through August, 
the hours will change to 
Wednesday through Sat-
urday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

 Following summer, from 
September through De-
cember, the Museum hours 
will revert to Wednesday 
through Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
 On occasion, the Muse-
um may have a special tour 
on a Tuesday which will be 
marketed in advance. For 
more information, visit riv-
eroftime.center, call 480-
837-2612 or send an email 
to admin@riveroftime.cen-
ter. 

 Kelly Bowman is the 
next artist to be featured 
at Fountain Hills Artists’ 
Gallery. Bowman’s acrylic 
paintings will be on dis-
play at the Gallery for 
two weeks, on Tuesdays, 
March 21 and March 28, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 “I live, think, play and 
am inspired by color,” Bow-
man said. “I cherish the 
colors of things in nature 
and surround myself with 
color. Along with color, I 
have always had a connec-
tion with animals, in par-
ticular, dogs and horses. It 
only made sense combin-
ing them to create happy, 
energetic, touching and 
telling portraits of ani-
mals.”
 Bowman’s inspiration 
for paintings come from 
her love of animals, the 
desert and her experience 
of the Southwestern life-
style.
 The Gallery is located 

at 16858 E. Avenue of the 
Fountains and is open 
Monday to Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sun-
days 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

For more information 
about exhibitions, events, 
workshops and upcoming 
demos, visit fountainhill-
sartistsgallery.com.

Acrylic Painter Kelly Bowman will feature her art at the 
Fountain Hills Artists’ Gallery on Tuesday, March 21 and 
28, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 Tickets for “Grand Can-
yon: Sculpted and Sus-
tained by Water,” are 
online now at riveroftime.
center. The talk by Mike 
Buchheit celebrates World 
Water Day Wednesday, 
March 22. The talk starts 
at 4:30 p.m. at Fountain 
Hills Community Center.
 The $10 admission fee 
for members and $12 for 
non-members support the 
important mission of the 
River of Time to share the 
rich natural and cultural 
history of the lower Verde 
River Valley.
 Buchheit is currently 
exhibiting his photographs 
in the Art Gallery at the L. 
Alan Cruikshank River of 
Time Museum & Explora-
tion Center. His talk on 
March 22 will offer a deep 
dive into the world’s most 
famous chasm.
 As a landscape photog-
rapher, outdoor educator 
and 30-year park resident, 
Buchheit will share photo-
graphs from his extensive 
portfolio and stories from 
his many excursions and 
experiences atop and be-
tween the Canyon’s ancient 
walls.
 Buchheit’s fine art pho-
tographs will be on display 
through Friday, March 24, 
in the Museum Art Gallery. 
Prints are available for 
sale.
 The River of Time con-
tinues its mission to edu-
cate the public about water 
conservation and Buchheit 
provides a partnership that 
brings awareness to how 
people can help in that mis-
sion.

 Fountain Hills Friends 
of the Library (FHFL) is 
sponsoring the second in a 
series of storyteller events.
 Having produced the last 
well-attended storyteller 
event in November, FHFL 
presents “Family Matters,” 
held on Thursday, March 
23, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Community Center. 
This event is free and no 
registration is required. 
 This second in the story-
teller series will offer true 
stories from five to seven 
Fountain Hills residents 
about the importance of 
family in their lives.
 “We invite the public to 
attend what promises to be 
another exciting program,” 
a press release said of the 
event.
 Donations will be ac-
cepted to Friends of the 
Library to support the 

 The next Munch and 
Music event is set for this 
Friday, March 17.
 Attendees are encour-
aged to come and see the 
Big Band Grandstand 
playing at the Community 
Center from noon until 1 
p.m.

 Munch and Music is a 
series of four springtime 
concerts that bring in high-
quality performers from 
around the Valley. Every 
concert is free to the pub-
lic and is hosted at the 
Fountain Hills Community 
Center. 

 Fountain Hills Theater 
announces the opening of 
“Razzle Dazzle: A Review 
Preview Revue,” a musical 
trip down the Great White 
Way featuring classic tunes 
and modern hits.
 Talented regulars and 
special guests take the 
stage in a celebration of 
Broadway and Fountain 
Hills Theater. There are 
prizes to be won, songs to 
be sung and the announce-
ment of the Theater’s 37th 
season.
 “Razzle Dazzle” is direct-
ed by Peter J. Hill, musi-
cally directed by Kathleen 
Berger, choreographed by 
Noel Irick and hosted by 
Patrick Russo.
 “Razzle Dazzle” will 

play April 14 – 23 with 
performances Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. Ticket 
price $25 for adults and 
$18 for youth under 17 and 
students. All performances 
are at Fountain Hills The-
ater on its Mainstage at 
11445 N. Saguaro Blvd. 
(The Corner of Saguaro 
and Rand).
 Tickets are available 
through the theater box 
office at 480-837-9661 x3 or 
by visiting fhtaz.org. Box 
office hours are 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Tuesday through 
Saturday. For additional 
information, call Fountain 
Hills Theater Artistic Di-
rector, Peter J. Hill at 480-
837-9661 x7.

Free Give Aways 
All Day to Everyone 

Coming in to Join Us!
Beer Promos All Day!

Green Beer

Bud Light

16oz Pints

16852 East Parkview Ave. • (480) 816-8200 

Corned Beef & Cabbage 
w/Boiled Potatoes & 

Irish Soda Bread

Shepherd’s Pie 
w/Irish Soda Bread

Bag Pipers 12-1 pm & 5-6 pm

Live Music by Ageing Hipsters 6-9 pm

many programs offered by 
the library including those 
for children and teens, an 
annual scholarship for a 
graduating senior and the 

annual paper shredding 
event being held on Satur-
day, April 1, in the Library 
parking lot.
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Sun Valley Nursery, LLC

Free planting on any box tree. Buy 5 trees, get the 6th tree FREE!

LARGE Box Tree Grower
www.SunValleyNursery.com

11416 E. Desert Cove Ave., 
 Scottsdale, AZ 85259

Just North of Frank Lloyd Wright & Shea Blvd.

480-767-1800
Mon-Sat:  8 am - 5:30 pm

 Sun:  9 am - 5 pm

E. Shea

Via Linda

Frank Lloyd 

W
right

PREMIUM SHRUBS

BUY 3 
 GET  1 FREE

Hibiscus
Rosemary
Little John
Yellow Bells
Oleander & much more!

100s Arriving Weekly

Buy 3 get 4th FREE

Family Owned 

Arizona Business

Gift Certifi cates 
Available!

PROFESSIONALLY PLANTED & GUARANTEED!

3 for $599

Call For FREE 
Tree Analysis
Bonded & Insured

LARGE BOX 

TREES

HERBS, FLOWERS 

& VEGETABLES

PROFESSIONALLY PLANTED 

AND GUARANTEED!

$599
STARTING AT 3 FOR

Perfect for privacy and 

to block unwanted views

$599
STARTING AT 3 FOR

CARIBBEAN 

HEDGE

POTTERY
MANY SIZES AND STYLES 

AVAILABLE

20% Off 

$99 delivers to most areas 
in Maricopa County!

100s to choose from

Premium Date, Foxtail, 

Pygmy Palms & much more

PINEAPPLE  PALM

& EXOTIC PALMS

2-3FT
PYGMY PALM

$19.99

SAGUAROS

1’ TO 30’

Cactus specials:
5 gal. cactus $10 off 

15 gal. cactus $50 off 

FREE AT HOME 

CONSULTATION!

Let our pros 

design your yard!
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Fountain Irish Fest goes green

Stacy Anderson, David Bossart and Bette Bossart, visiting from Fargo, N.D., enjoy 
some music while waiting for the Fountain to turn green.

Hundreds of visitors gathered around Fountain Park on March 11 to witness the 
greening of the Fountain at noon and 4 p.m. at Irish Fountain Fest.

Elaine Morrissey stayed plenty busy passing out frosty beverages during Fountain 
Irish Fest.

The festive Mayerniks and Friels gather for a group shot.

Trotter’s Wake was the first band to take the stage at Irish 
Fountain Fest. Other musical entertainment included 
Kilted Spirit, Phoenix Pipe and Drum Band and Traveler.

Raenette and Gary Hamann play a friendly game of 
cornhole.

Silas Arola, visiting with his family from Minnesota, 
enjoys one of the inflatable attractions.

A shot of the 4 p.m. greening of the Fountain, as seen from a trail in the nearby 
Preserve.

Green event shirts and beads flew off the shelves as 
visitors arrived.

L. Alan 

Cruikshank
Publisher
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By George Zeliff
Times Reporter

By George Zeliff
Times Reporter

Sports

R Kevin A. Rauter, D.D.S., P.C.
G e n e r a l  D e n t i s t r y

480-816-1011

16921 E. Palisades Blvd., Suite 111

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

  www.Krauterdds.com

A CONFIDENT 
SMILE FOR LIFE!

Experience Quality, 

Comprehensive Dentistry in a 

Caring, Personalized Environment

FREE

•฀Missing฀Tooth฀(single฀or฀multiple)
•฀Fractured฀Teeth
•฀Sore฀or฀Loose฀Partial฀Dentures
•฀Sore฀or฀Loose฀Complete฀Dentures

Dental Implant 

Consult STERNFELS & 
WHITE PLLC

16803 E. Palisades, 

Fountain Hills, AZ

Tel. 480.816.9985

Fax. 480.816.5342

www.sternfelslaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Now offering full service 

residential & commercial moves

Little Moves, Inc. 
480-837-4445

www.littlemovesinc.com

FH Based • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Still doing “Little Moves” 

starting at $55 (Flat Rate)

We move safes & pianos!

Falcons overcome challenges, move to 5-1

Softball gains lessons from rapid-fire tournament

Junior Sydney Boeshans is forced to be creative and 
uses her elbow to keep the ball alive.

Junior Savannah Peterson has played every varsity match so far this season and 
has a 5-1 record. Last year, her record was 2-2 in varsity matches. 

 The Fountain Hills High 
School beach volleyball 
team won twice and im-
proved to 5-1 last week. 
The Falcons held their 
second round of challenge 
matches in between the 
two games, and there was 
some shake up at the top of 
the line up. 
 Head coach Peter Mc-
Gloin’s goal is to get his 
players to play matches 
like they play in practice. 
The challenge matches 
between two Falcon pairs 
help because they imitate 
the high stakes of winning 
and losing by having play-
ers move up or down the 
line up, and the players 
have to dig deeper into 
their bag of tricks to defeat 
their teammates. 
 “I think it’s more of a 
competitive game because 
you’ve been seeing them 
play for so long, and all of 
your shots are instantly 
more predictable to them,” 
junior Bella Garman said. 
“A team doesn’t know I’m 

going to do this every time, 
but Sophie and Elle know 
I’m going to do it every 
time, so you have to push 
harder and unleash your 
arsenal.” 
 Garman and her partner, 
junior Sydney Boeshans, 
are 5-1 so far this season. 
They played at the two 
pair for two matches be-
fore besting juniors Sophie 
Wickland and Elle Schulze 
on Tuesday, March 7, and 
reclaiming the one pair. 
 The competition be-
tween the top four Falcons 
was fierce. The first set was 
decided 23-21, and then it 
went to a third set after 
Garman and Boeshans lost 
17-21. They were losing 3-8 
in the tiebreaker, but they 
turned on the jets and won 
15-13. 
 The Falcons didn’t lose 
a set in either of their 
matches against Veritas 
Prep on Monday, March 6, 
or North Valley Christian 
on Wednesday, March 8, 
last week. North Valley 
Christian is a new school 
with only freshmen and 
sophomores on their roster, 
but McGloin said the Fal-

cons did what they needed 
to do to win. 
 “We controlled the con-
trollables well,” McGloin 
said. “We were able to play 
to our potential, and even 
when the ball was mov-
ing slow, we were able to 
move fast and play with 
purpose.”
 In the fifth pair, juniors 
Bree March and Savannah 
Peterson won 21-14, 21-19 
on Monday, and 21-0, 21-0 
on Wednesday. The pair is 
5-1 so far this season, and 
last year, they combined to 
play in only seven varsity 
games.   
 Senior Liv Sopeland 
went 2-2 on varsity last 
year, and she’s already 4-2 
paired with sophomore 
Lucia Kalmbach this year. 
They beat Veritas Prep 21-
7, 22-20 on Monday, and 
then beat North Valley 21-
6, 21-14. 
 “It takes off a lot of 
pressure,” Garman said. 
“We’re confident that our 
teammates are going to 
win their games, and then 
there’s so much less pres-
sure on us. All of our teams 
this year are very good. 
Everyone’s very skilled.”
 Sophomores Kitrick Gar-
man and Jocelyn Bloedel 
have played the three pair 
spot all year and remained 
perfect this week. They 
improved to 5-0 with a 21-
13, 21-15 win over Veritas 
Prep, and a 21-7, 21-9 win 
over North Valley Chris-
tian. 
 Boeshans and Bella Gar-
man played in the two 
pair on Monday and were 
back at one for North Val-
ley Christian. They beat 
Veritas Prep 21-12, 21-13, 
and won 21-13, 21-5 on 
Wednesday. 
 Schulze and Wickland 

beat Veritas Prep’s top pair 
21-14, 21-6, and then they 
beat the second pair from 
North Valley 21-4, 21-8. 

 McGloin said the Fal-
cons put a lot of the things 
they’ve talked about at 
practice into action last 
week. They stayed in the 
moment out in the sand, 
and they didn’t let mis-
takes or freak bounces 

they couldn’t control weigh 
them down.  
 The Falcons are cur-
rently on spring break, 
and the second half of the 
season will be challeng-
ing. On the first day back, 
Monday, March 20, they 
will travel to last year’s 
state champion runner up, 
Flagstaff (2-1). Between 
higher elevations and tak-
ing a week off, the Falcons 
will have their hands full. 
  “We’ve never really 
embraced being underdogs 
because we’ve had such 
success as a program be-
fore,” McGloin said. “I’ve 
always wanted us to get 
that underdog mental-
ity. I would love for us to 
do that, with our backs 
against the wall. Being ok 
with getting on the verge 
of recklessness. We got to 

be so aggressive that we’re 
getting to that point where 
we’re really pushing the 
boundaries.”
 Official AIA rankings 
will be available starting 
on Thursday, March 23, at 
noon. The Falcons were 3-2 
by spring break last year, 
and 5-1 at that point this 
year. They lost 3-2 to Flag-
staff last year, but eight of 
the 10 Falcons who played 
that match have returned 
with more resolve and a dif-
ferent mentality this year. 
 “I think we like to cower 
behind the fact that teams 
are going to be good, and 
then we’re like ‘oh no, we 
can never win,’” Boeshans 
said. “Just play them like 
they’re a regular team, like 
our own team. You can only 
do what you can control, so 
just do what you can.”

“...Even when the 

ball was moving 

slow, we were 

able to move fast 

and play with 

purpose.”

Peter McGloin
Head coach

Sophomore Sammantha Hughes is leading the Falcons with 10 hits on .833% batting 
six games into the season. 

 The Fountain Hills High 
School softball team lost 
both their games to Cris-
mon and Show Low last 
week. They will play in 
their second tournament 
of the regular season up 
in Payson this Friday and 
Saturday, March 17-18. 
The young team has shown 
signs of progress so far and 
the four games this week-
end will help more lessons 
sink in. 
 The Falcons have more 
new players than return-
ers, and they utilized their 
first tournament as a way 
to grow and get on the 
same page as one another. 
They hope to take more 
steps forward over spring 
break and return ready 
for the second half of the 
season. 
 The Falcons lost 22-11 at 
home to Crismon (2-6) on 
Wednesday, March 8, and 
then lost 23-2 at Show Low 
(4-2) on Thursday, March 9. 
The rookies played better 
at home and put up three 

runs, one RBI and two hits, 
but most of the load was 
carried by the four veter-
ans. 
 Against Crismon, senior 
Mia Duda hit two triples 
and had five RBIs on .667% 
batting. Sophomore Sam-
mantha Hughes had three 
RBIs on three hits, includ-
ing a double and a triple. 
Hughes continues to lead 
the team with .833% bat-
ting through six games so 
far. 
 Junior Hailey Chandler 
currently leads region 3A 
North Central in stolen 
bases with 12, and she 
stole two in each game 
last week. She also batted 
.500% in both games. 
 Sophomore pitcher Sha-
nia Rivera has stepped up 
her game after only pitch-
ing two innings as a fresh-
man. She’s the only pitcher 
now, and she threw six 
strikeouts against Crismon 
and three against Show 
Low. She also batted .584% 
last week and had one RBI. 
 “I feel like, as of right 
now, the best thing I can do 
for myself is just be there 
for my team and make sure 

we have playable balls,” Ri-
vera said. “For us, I think 
it’s just, go our pace, and 
we’ll be okay. If we let the 
other teams…dictate our 
pace, we’re going to get 
overrun.”
 Rivera said she worked a 
lot on her pitching and bat-
ting with Michaela Quin-
tana after she graduated 
over the summer. Quintana 
was an all-region honor-
able mention last year and 
returned as an assistant 
coach this season. With 
Quintana readily avail-
able in her corner, Rivera 
is more confident on the 
pitcher’s mound. 
 Confidence can do a lot 
for a player. Some of the 
new players have prior 
experience, but the game 
moves much faster at the 
varsity level than their 
previous middle school or 
club leagues. Sophomore 
Caroline Hales played soft-
ball growing up in Ala-
bama, and then played on 
the Fountain Hills middle 
school team in her eighth 
grade year. 
 Hales didn’t play as a 
freshman at Fountain Hills 

because she wanted to get 
accustomed to the high 
school workload first. She’s 
had to find her footing on 
the diamond again, but the 
team has been supportive 
to her and every other 

rookie.
 “They really all picked 
me up and made me join 
their family,” Hales said. 
“It’s a really great place, 
everyone’s so kind. It’s lov-
ing.”
 The Falcons are gelling 
and building team chem-
istry, and each game is a 
learning experience for the 
new players. The Falcons 
are 1-6 currently, but their 
lone win came in the Phoe-
nix Country Day School 
tournament.
 “I think, the first tour-
nament, we learned a lot 
from it, and we’ve been do-
ing a lot of it in practice,” 
Hales said. “We’ve just got 
to work more, be confident 
and just stay with each 
other. We know the plays, 

we know what players can 
do, and we’re just going to 
learn from it and do it in 
our next tournament.”
 The Falcons play in the 
Gracie Haught Classic at 
Rumsey Park in Payson 
this weekend. The Falcons 
start this Friday, March 17, 
against the Benson Bob-
cats (5-2) at 10 a.m. Then 
at 1:45 p.m., the Falcons 
will play the Blue Ridge 
Yellowjackets (1-1). 
 The Falcons will play 
the Safford Bulldogs (4-4) 
at 6:45 p.m. on Friday, and 
then play Sahuarita (4-5) 
in their final match at 8:30 
a.m. on Saturday, March 
18.  After the tournament, 
the Falcons will start their 
region schedule against 
Chino Valley (2-0) on Mon-
day, March 20, at 3:45 p.m. 
They will play their last 
freedom schedule game 
at Crismon on Thursday, 
March 23, at 3:45 p.m. 
 

Fountain Hills Hearing Health
Lend Me Your Ears & Enjoy Better Hearing!

Better Hearing Healthcare for Over 33 Years
17100 E. Shea Blvd., #616 (Beside Desert Title & Tag) 

480-372-8383฀•฀1-800-707-EARS฀(3277)
Martin Case

Board Certified Hearing 
Instrument Specialist

fountainhillshearinghealth.com

Fountain Hills 
Hearing Health

 Authority
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pick us up.” 
 Butcher and Murdock 
both played in the second 
match at Sun City Country 
Club on Thursday, March 
9. Schafer led the Falcons 
with 42, and Murdock came 
in second at 43. 
 “[Murdock’s] a highlight 
on the team,” Buczek said. 
“It’s like someone we didn’t 
really expect to come out 
and play as well as he did. 
It’s really impressive, com-
ing from an injury and then 
shooting some really low 
scores.” 
 Murdock broke his col-
larbone during the wres-
tling season, but he’s been 
swinging his clubs well in 
golf. He’s carving out a role 
on the team with his play, 
and he’s a big part of team 
culture even as a freshman. 
 Last Saturday, March 

11, Buczek gave Murdock 
a private lesson in the 
morning. Murdock planned 
with his teammates, and 
after his private lesson, he 
played a round with Butch-
er, Schafer and Tiebert in 
their free time.  
 Another freshman stand-
out has been Adam Oberg, 
who tied with Tiebert at 
48 in his first match last 
Thursday. Oberg played 
on the middle school team 
and had his first chance to 
prove he can play at the 
high school level too. 
 “We could use any of 

their scores,” Buczek said. 
“You got to make a spot 
for yourself on the team, 
you’ve got to earn it. With 
that, I love the idea that 
it’s become even more of a 
challenge for even some of 
last year’s team. It’s not a 
given anymore. We have a 
lot of talent on the team.”
 The new players, young 
and old, have brought en-
ergy and excitement to the 
team. Buczek said he’s seen 
the benefits of that, as well 
as additional support from 
Desert Canyon Golf Club 
this year. 
 All the players have to 
do is show their student 
I.D.’s at Desert Canyon and 
they can get a bucket of 
balls and putt and chip for 
free. Buczek commented 
that since his players have 
been taking full advantage, 
the Desert Canyon staff 
recognize them after a few 
weeks into the season. 
 Buczek said he has yet 
to see anything from his 
players but support for 
their teammates when 
he calls the roster for the 
next match. The players 
all want to make the state 
tournament at the end of 
the season, and they are 
having fun with each other 
while pushing each other to 
qualify.  
 The golf team will con-
tinue to practice over the 
break. Buczek normally 
doesn’t get much one-on-
one time with players in 
practice, but he’ll have 
more time to work individ-
ually with the players that 
stay in town this week. 
 The Falcons’ next match 
will be Friday, March 24, at 
Chaparral Pines Golf Club 
in Payson. They will face 
Holbrook, Show Low and 
Payson after they return 
from spring break.

Featuring daily news updates. 
Sign up today at

fhtimes.com

By George Zeliff
Times Reporter

By George Zeliff
Times Reporter

Baseball wins four of last five games

Times photos by George Zeliff

Times photo by George Zeliff

 The Fountain Hills High 
School baseball team beat 
Payson (2-5) 19-1 on Mon-
day, March 6, and then won 
2-0 in a pitcher’s duel on 
Wednesday, March 8. The 
Falcons are 4-1 in nontour-
nament games, and they 
start the region schedule 
after spring break. 
 Anytime they beat Pay-
son, it’s a good day for 
the Falcons. The Falcons 
scored five runs in the first 
and four in the second, and 
they exploded with 10 runs 
in the third inning. 
 “As a team, I think we 
were really connected,” se-
nior Tim Lamar said. “Our 
heads were in the game. 
We put the ball in play. 
Good defense, good offense, 
it was just good overall.”
 Lamar had one RBI 
and a stolen base against 
Payson. He spent the last 
three years on the Foun-
tain Hills track team and 
is the first base runner to 
get substituted for junior 
catcher Ty Flynn this year. 
Lamar currently is tied 
for the team lead in stolen 
bases, and he gets to bat 

Sophomore Aiden Cronican hit three RBIs against Payson, pictured above, and he also pitched seven strikeouts 
in the Falcons’ 2-0 win over Scottsdale Prep. 

Junior Nathan Hughes is one of two left-handed hitters on the Falcons team. He is the Falcons’ leadoff hitter and 
is tied for third on the team in hits. 

himself when the Falcons 
take a huge lead.
 Flynn had three RBIs 
against Payson, as did two 
other Falcons. Sophomore 
Aiden Cronican had three 
RBIs, and junior Ty Langer 
was walked three times but 
got three RBIs on his triple 
hit. Sophomore Cooper 
Loyet had two RBIs, and so 
did freshmen Jack Irwin. 
 Junior Lucas Williams 
pitched three innings as 
the starting pitcher, and 
only allowed two hits. He 
pitched three strikeouts, 
and senior Cy Dethlefs 
pitched two strikeouts in 
relief. 
 The Falcons had 10 hits 
total and the Longhorns 
tried a new pitcher each 
inning because they had 
no answers for the Falcon’s 
hitting. 
 “It builds confidence, but 
we can’t get overconfident,” 
Lamar said. “We have to 
stay focused and just get 
ready for each game and 
prepare like it’s a big deal, 
because it’s a big deal.” 
 The Falcons came ready 
for their final game before 
spring break, but the win 
came in a more stressful 
fashion. After scoring 12 
or more runs in three of 

their past four games, the 
Falcons beat Scottsdale 
Prep (1-1) 2-0. 
 Junior Nathan Hughes 
scored off a Cronican single 
in the first inning, and 
sophomore Eli Johnson 

scored on a walk right 
afterwards. Senior Devyn 
Hernandez started the sec-
ond inning off with a triple, 
but that would be the last 
hit from either team. 
 “They came ready to 

play. We did, too, we just 
couldn’t get our bats go-
ing,” senior Zach Mendello-
Gratton said. “It was just 
a really good pitcher dual. 
Our pitchers played amaz-
ing, didn’t really allow 
any hits. Their pitcher did 
great after the first inning. 
It really wasn’t anything 
new that we hadn’t seen 
before, we just had our off 
day.” 
 Junior Kyan Taylor 
started for the Falcons, 
throwing five strikeouts 
in three innings. He al-
lowed one hit, and Croni-
can didn’t allow a hit in 
his four innings pitching. 
Cronican also threw seven 
strikeouts in relief. 
 The Falcons allowed 
three walks total and 
showed control on the 
mound. The pitchers an-
swered the call when the 
team needed them, but it 
also gave the team moti-
vation to work over spring 
break. 
 “It was good, but it 
could’ve been better,” La-
mar said. “We put the ball 
in play kind of, but we 
should’ve had more hits 
and more runners on base 

because we are definitely 
better than we showed.” 
 The Falcons scored 59 
runs in the four games be-
fore Scottsdale Prep. Flynn 
and Langer are leading the 
team in several categories 

like they did last year as 
sophomores, and Irwin 
continues to make noise 
as a freshman. Irwin is 
currently leading the team 
with nine hits and nine 
RBIs, and he’s only struck 
out once in eight games 
played. 
 The Falcons will have 
some practices over the 
break for athletes that 
stayed in town, and they 
return to action next Mon-
day, March 20. The Falcons 
hosted region opponent 
Chino Valley (1-2) on Mon-
day and then traveled 
to American Leadership 
Academy – Ironwood (2-4) 
on Tuesday, March 21. 

“As a team, I think 

we were really 

connected.”

Tim Lamar
Senior

“You got to 

make a spot for 

yourself on the 

team, you’ve got 

to earn it.”

Bob Buczek
Head coach

A wealth of talent on Falcon golf team

Junior Jaxson Butcher, left, watches junior Tom Tiebert, right, work on his putt at 
Desert Mountain Golf Club. 

 The Fountain Hills High 
School golf team started 
its season last week and 
took second place in both 
matches played. The team 
has high ambitions, and 
the new additions to the 
team have pushed every-
one to do better this year. 
 The Falcons beat Veritas 
Prep and Gilbert Classical 
in their first match on Mon-
day, March 6. Junior Jaxson 
Butcher and freshman Riley 
Murdock played their first 
golf matches in the fourth 
and fifth spots respectively, 
and Murdock finished third 
on the team with 47. 
 Junior Tom Tiebert led 
the team at 41, and junior 
Ethan Schafer came in 
second on the team with 
45. Butcher scored 48, and 
sophomore Savannah Mill-
er rounded out the scoring 
at Desert Canyon with 50. 
 “From last year to this 
year, we’re actually scor-
ing better as a team,” head 
coach Bob Buczek said. 
“Some of last year’s play-
ers are playing a little bit 
better than they were last 
year, and a couple of the 
new players that came on 
are playing really good.”
 The Falcons all scored 
close together, but Buczek 
said Schafer had an off day 
for what he’s capable of. 
Buczek said that everyone 
had a rough start, but they 
all played much better in 
the back half. 
 “The number four and 
five spot actually played 
really well, which is great 
to see,” Buczek said. “When 
[Schafer] doesn’t have his 
‘A’ game going on, a couple 
of the other kids on the 
team have that ability to 
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Times photos by George ZeliffSports Briefs

By George Zeliff
Times Reporter

Falcon Relays a huge success for track

VOTS plays
regular round 
 The Valley of the Sun 
golf group played at Paint-
ed Mountain Golf Course 
on Wednesday, March 8. 
The winners of this week’s 
three-man best ball were 
Randy Eckerson, Steve 
Duganz, Pete Tramonte 
and Donald Hrdlicka. 
 Coming in second place 
was the team of James 
Sandow, Michael Saladino, 
George Vogelgesang and 
Ray McGinley. A/B low net 
winners were Michael 
Saladino and James Sand-
ow. C/D low net winners 
were Donald Hrdlicka and 
Pete Tramonte. 
 The closest to the pin 
hole winners were Michael 
Saladino and Jim Kelly. 
Longest putt winners were 
Robert Fancher and Pete 
Tramonte. 
 Contact  Ray Yusko 
at 216-272-4173 or at 
rayray924@yahoo.com for 
more information.

Bogey Boys 
weekly results
 The Bogey Boys played 
their regular three-man 
best ball game at Orange 
Tree Golf Resort on Mon-
day, March 6. The winning 

team at -14 was Gary Bege-
man, Dave Olson and Dan 
Watson with a par shooter. 
 Second at -12 was the 
team of Rodney Eaton, 
Clark Ewing, Mike Hoops 
and Jim Jackson with Gary 
Fritcke, Dave Habicht, Bob 
Nemec and Monyou Tong 
third at -10. Gold flight 
low net winners were Dave 
Stensrud at 68 and Mo-
nyou Tong at 71 with Silver 
flight going to Dave Olson 
at 66 and Jack Cranmer at 
68. 
 Ten golfers won skins: 
Wayne Bumgardner, Jack 
Cranmer, Clark Ewing, 
Gary Fritcke, Mike Hoops, 
Jim Kidwell, Jim Sand-
ow, Dave Stensrud, Dan 
Watson and Tim Zaspal.
 The Wednesday trav-
el group played at The 
Grand Canyon University 
golf course with Messrs. 
Leibundgut,  Lindsay, 
Mendini and Watson win-
ning at -8. Closest to the 
pin winners were Jim Kid-
well, Brian Shore and Dave 
Stensrud with longest putt 
going to Gale Mendini
 For membership infor-
mation, go to azgolf.org; 
click on join/renew, join a 
club, and search the club 
directory for “Bogey Boys 
of AZ.”

Senior Jentezen Behnke came in second in the javelin 
toss last week and is now fourth in school history with 
a 126’3” toss.

 No one on the Fountain 
Hills High School track and 
field team had ever had 
a home meet to start the 
season. The seniors spoke 
of comfort and excitement 
racing in their own back 
yard, and both the boys 
and girls teams won second 
place in the home Fal-
con Relays last Thursday, 
March 9. 
 “It’s nice to do it early on 
so we can kind of get that 
out of the way,” head coach 
Kevin Clancy said. “It was 
a fun meet for everyone. 
Marks don’t matter a ton at 
this point. People are still 
getting good and into their 
fitness. We can just focus 

The Falcons were excited to start their season at home. From left are senior Brandon 
Despain, junior Brendan Davies, junior Caleb Lara, senior Space Kingphakorn, junior 
Ayden Nguyen, and junior Tyler Tolis. 

on coaching and developing 
our athletes after.” 
 There were hundreds 
of competitors, and it took 
parent and teacher vol-
unteers, as well as a full 
coaching staff, to make it 
all happen. Clancy was 
thankful for all the sup-
port, and he said the meet 
was well-liked by the five 
other teams present. 
 The Falcons won sev-
eral events, like the 100m 
hurdle relay and girls long 
jump. The Falcons have 
only practiced for a few 
weeks, but the impact of 
Ed Tafoya, a new assistant 
throwing coach, along with 
former javelin state cham-
pion Stephanie Lies, was 
noticeable right away. 
 Seven Falcons vaulted 
up into the school records 

in javelin this past week. 
Senior Jentezen Behnke 
placed second in the Fal-
con Relays, and is now 
fourth in school history 
with a 126’3” toss. Coming 
in fourth at the relays, and 
now ninth in school history, 
is senior Brandon Despain 
with a 105’0” toss. 
 Junior Julian Sepulveda 
is now 13th in school his-
tory (91’10”), freshman 
Jaysonn Thompson is 16th 
(75’10”), and senior Dylan 
Horsfall is 17th (75’7”). 
Sophomore Tyler Tolis is 
now 19th (68’7”), and ju-
nior Katelyn Smout is now 
eighth for girls (39’0”).  
 Sophomore Katherine 
Hampton already held the 
fifth best record and came 
in third in the javelin toss 
last week (63’2”). Junior 
Skye Alker is also on the 
leaderboard and set a 
new season best last week 
(44’0”). 
 Junior Keian Evans 
came in third in shot put 
(34’5.5”). He is still 10th all 
time in school history with 
his new personal record, 
and his younger brother, 
sophomore Avery Evans, 
moved up to 20th all time 
in shot put (31’8.5”). 
 Another new Falcon 
through recent transfer, 
sophomore Sara Dethlefs, 
shined in the long jump. 
She came in first at the 
relays (13’5”) and also fin-
ished fifth in 300m (48.13). 
She was the first Falcon to 
finish, and another fellow 

first time Falcon runner, 
sophomore Aysha Rasool, 
finished close behind in the 
300m (54.75). 
 Junior Erin Hooley came 
in third on the long jump 
(12’8”) and senior JP Cahill 
tied for second place in the 
long jump (17’10”). Seniors 
Zion Atwood and Gunnar 
Wise tied for first in the 
100m hurdles at (19.7). 

 The seniors and ju-
niors have devoted years 
to running, but they are 
impressed with how the 
underclassmen have been 
performing. The upper-
classmen hope to benefit 
from the large influx of 
talent by making the state 
meet this year, and they 
also have high hopes for 
the future of their team-
mates.  
 “It’s really surprising, 
how into it they already 
are,” senior Franklin Fiola 
said. “We have a lot of peo-
ple already coming in every 
day, and even before prac-
tice they stay with Clancy 
and do their homework so 
they’re all ready and stress 
free. They’re really putting 
in the work and you can see 
it already.” 
 The Falcons have eight 
freshmen on a roster of 45 
athletes. Allison Guerrette 
is the only freshman girl, 
and she ran cross country 
with freshmen Tyler East-
man, Mathew Gonzales 
and Colby Wright last year. 
They are all experimenting 
with shorter distances and 
field events in track and 
field.  

 Several of the freshmen 
only ran relays and do not 
have specific times to re-
port yet. Gonzales (44.72) 
and Eastman (54.65) ran 
the 300m race, and accord-
ing to senior Tyler Irvine-
Violette, Wright is trying to 
do pole vaulting this year. 
 “He’s always trying so 
hard at practice, and it’s 
just really awesome to 
see,” Irvine-Violette said of 
Wright. “I know by the time 
he’s in his senior year, that 
kid’s going to be a lot faster 
than I am.”
 The Falcons ran a se-
nior lap at the end of the 
meet and had fun by using 
a leaf blower as a relay 
baton. The seniors did not 
have home meets as fresh-
men or sophomores, and 
they had two home meets 
last year against one other 
team. 
 The home meet kicked 
off the season with high 
spirits, but now the Fal-
cons will focus on qualify-
ing for state. Their next 
chance will be this Friday, 
March 17, when they travel 
to Tucson for the Mario 
Castro Invitational at Sun-
nyside High School. 
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(In person at 10am or Online anytime after 6pm)

Sunday Service 10:30 AM (in person or online)

10215 N Saguaro Blvd, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

480.837.3374 | www.cfc� .org

Jesus, our founda� on
Family, our focus

World, our mission

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH (LCMS)
The Friendly Church with a Heavenly View

PASTOR JOHN KOCZMAN

13770 N. FOuNTAiN HillS Blvd. 480-837-0130 
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SUNDAY SERVICES at 8:00 & 10:30 A.M. 

 WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES at 7:00 P.M.

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

 Sermon Series Theme “Amazing Grace”

Soup Suppers @ 5:30 P.M.

  

 Yet there are 

people who speak 

with an “accent” 

of faith.  Wheth-

er it is Sunday, 

or Friday night, 

or they are alert 

or tired, this can-

not be hidden. 

In this sense, an 

“accent” is what 

is emphasized 

and prioritized in 

their speech.

 James 3:1-12 speaks about the power of 

the tongue in speech.  What “accent” does 

our speech reveal?

Accents
 I have been blessed to have been to a va-

riety of places, mostly in the United States. 

Through these experiences, I have come to 

know many of the accents of people in these 

areas.  Forgive me if these seem stereotypi-

cal, or if you find them limited to people like 

me, white middle class persons, but these 

are what I know. For the people of Balti-

more, Maryland, the city is called “Bal-mer.” 

For the people of Charlotte, North Carolina, 

nearby “Cherryville” is called “Chur-vul.”  

For those who live in Richmond, Virginia, 

Virginia is “Vuh-gin-uh.”

 The southeast has wonderful phrases 

like “all y’all”  and “bless your heart.” The 

Midwest does as well: “Won’t you have a 

little lunch?” Chicagoans and folks from 

Wisconsin have a bit of a nasal accent, 

and Minnesotans have a distinctive pro-

nunciation of their “o”s.

 There are books out there that have 

fun with accents.  They have titles like 

“How to Speak Southern” and “A Guide 

to Minnesota Speak.”  They can be funny 

and revealing.

 I find that listening to persons I come 

across, really listening, can give me a clue 

to their background.  My husband is from 

New York, and he has worked hard to get 

rid of his New York accent.  But when he 

is tired, he says “ide-r” instead of “idea,” 

and his expressions turn to things like 
Paid Advertisement

Cathy Northrup is the pastor of Community 
Church฀of฀the฀Verdes฀฀•฀฀www.verdefaith.org

“food shopping” rather than “going to the 

grocery store.”

 Thinking about these things made me 

ponder what people hear when they lis-

ten on other levels.  Can we tell not only 

where a person is from, but can we also 

tell what they believe? Can we tell if a 

person is a Christian?

 Listening to persons we come across 

should give a clue to this.  Someone who 

is very overt about the Christian faith 

and being a Christian sometimes makes 

me think they “doth protest too much,” in 

a kind of way.  Someone who uses God’s 

name in vain as well as vulgar language 

makes me wonder about the context in 

which they think it is acceptable.

Cathy Northrup, 
Pastor

Wisdom from the Bible 
by Ken Vos

1. Most Bible scholars recognize James 

the Just as the author of the book of 

James. What is the relationship of 

James the Just and Jesus?

a) Uncle  b) Brother c) Cousin  d) 

Nephew 

2. In James 3:1 a warning is given to 

those who become teachers.  What is 

this warning?

a) Judged on the last days. b) Judged by 

other scholars.  c) Judged with greater 

strictness.  d) Judged with no mercy.

3. In James 3:8 James claims the tongue is a 

special part of the body.  What is true of the 

tongue?

a) No one can tame the tongue.  b) No one can 

loosen the tongue. c)  No one can give up on the 

tongue. d) No one can do without the tongue.

4. According to James 3:10 what can come 

from the same mouth?

a)Quiet and loud.  b) Love and hate.  c) Hope 

and despair.  d) Blessing and cursing.

Answers: 1)b, 2) c, 3) a, 4) d

Movie night at JOY

Mats for the homeless

Easter Sunrise Service April 9

‘The Chosen’ 

featured

JOY hosts choir
 The Free Lutheran Bible 
College Concert Choir will 
present a concert of sacred 
music at JOY Christian 
Community Church in 
Fountain Hills on Tuesday, 
March 21, at 6:30 p.m.
 Free and open to the 
public, the 34-member Col-
lege Concert Choir will 
present a musical concert 
titled, “My Rock and My 
Redeemer.”
 The Concert Choir from 
the Free Lutheran Bible 
College (FLBC) in Plym-
outh, Minn., is on tour, 
sharing the Gospel mes-
sage in word and song. The 
FLBC Concert Choir has 
traveled throughout the 
United States, Norway and 
central Europe.
 This year, the Choir is 
traveling throughout the 
Western United States, 
performing concerts in Ari-
zona, California, Oregon 
and Washington during 
their 17-day tour.

 FLBC offers a two-year, 
college-level Bible and min-
istry program that empha-
sizes, “Scripture without 
distraction, discipleship 
without distance, and min-
istry through the congrega-
tion.”
 FLBC has been train-
ing students since 1966 
to be spiritual leaders in 
their homes, churches and 
workplaces. According to 
the press release, one of its 
distinctions is its in-person 
approach to Christian edu-
cation.
 “In this age of distance 
online learning, FLBC af-
firms the centrality of com-
munity in the Christian’s 
life and offers a Christian 
college experience like no 
other,” the release said.
 JOY Christian Com-
munity Church is at 13430 
N. Saguaro Blvd. Visit 
joychurchaz.com or call 
480-837-5744 for more in-
formation.

 Come celebrate the res-
urrection of the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ as hun-
dreds will gather together 
and proclaim as Christians 
have done through the 
centuries, “He is risen! He 
is risen indeed!”
 Each year, the Fountain 
Hills Christian Ministe-
rial Association (FHCMA) 
holds an Easter Sunrise 
service at the Fountains 
Hills amphitheater. The 
service begins at 6 a.m.
 Pastor Rod Warembourg 
from Desert Creek Fellow-
ship will deliver this year’s 
message and music will 
be led by Reigning Grace 
Ranch Chapel.
 A special offering will 
be received for the Good 
Samaritan fund which is 
used to help Fountain Hills 
residents who are going 
through difficult times.
 The FHCMA is an as-

sociation of pastors who 
hold to the essential beliefs 
and teaching of Christian-
ity which are found in the 
Holy Scriptures, expressed 
by Apostle’s Creed. The 
FHCMA stands and works 
together for the sake of Je-
sus Christ and His gospel.
 FHCMA members in-
clude Pastor Rick Ponzo, 
Calvary Chapel Fountain 
Hills; Pastor Keith Pa-
via, Christ’s Church of 
Fountain Hills; Rev. Dr. 
Cathy Northrop, Commu-
nity Church of the Verdes; 
Pastor Rod Warembourg, 
Desert Creek Fellowship; 

Pastor Tony Pierce, Cor-
nerstone Family Church; 
Pastor Bob Simmons, Pres-
byterian Church of Foun-
tain Hills; Pastor Clayton 
Wilfer, JOY Christian 
Community Church; Pas-
tor Rich Griffith, SBC - 
Fountain Hills; Pastor Jeff 
Teeples, Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church 
and Pastor John Koczman, 
Trinity Lutheran Church.
 Seating is around the 
amphitheater and attend-
ees are encouraged to bring 
a chair or blanket to sit on. 
It is generally 60 degrees at 
sunrise.

 Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church will 
host live viewings every 
Wednesday in March of 
the third season of the 
award-winning series, “The 
Chosen.”
 The community is invit-
ed to Shepherd of the Hills 
to view the series every 
Wednesday at 1 p.m. and 
a second showing at 6:30 
p.m.
 Today,  Wednesday, 
March 15, episode four, 
“Clean Part One” and epi-
sode five, “Clean Part Two,” 
will be shown. The viewing 
will conclude with a brief 
discussion of the episode 
and give the audience the 
opportunity to ask any 
questions and share their 
insights.
 The Fountain Hills com-
munity is invited to attend 
any or all showings of “The 
Chosen” at Shepherd of the 
Hills, 16150 E. El Lago 
Blvd.
 For more information, 
visit their website at so-
thaz.com or call the church 
at 480-837-9532.

 JOY Community Chris-
tian Church is hosting a 
movie night on Saturday, 
March 25, at 7 p.m.
 “The Mulligan” is a story 
about second chances. Paul 
McAlister is a success at 
everything, except what 
really matters. Separated 
from his wife and estranged 
from his son, McAlister 

keeps his focus on his next 
boardroom mega-deal.
 Like an errant tee shot 
on a difficult hole, McAli-
ster’s life could use a do-
over, a “mulligan.” A retired 
golf pro tries to point this 
successful businessman 
who is far from God toward 
what really matters in life.
 Through their  new 

friendship, the old pro 
helps McAlister discover 
there is hope for second 
chances in the one who 
offers “the ultimate mul-
ligan.”
 JOY Church is located 
at 13430 N. Saguaro Blvd. 
The movie is free to attend 
along with popcorn and soft 
drinks. All are welcome.

 Parishioners of  the 
Church of the Ascension 
in cooperation with the 
Society of Saint Vincent de 
Paul - Church of the Ascen-
sion Conference, have been 
producing sleeping mats 
for people suffering from 
homelessness.
 Made of recycled plastic 
shopping bags, the mats 
measure three feet by six 
feet, providing a barrier 
when sleeping on cold or 
wet ground. 
 Each mat takes 35 hours 
to complete, using over 700 
plastic grocery bags. The 
bags are cut into loops and 

then intertwined to pro-
duce plastic yarn. The yarn 
is then crocheted into the 
finished product, including 
a carrying strap to contain 
the rolled mat.
 The Conference of the 
Ascension will be donat-
ing the f inished mats 
to the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Diocesan Council for 
distribution in Phoenix. 
Within each rolled mat, 
socks and toiletries will 
be provided as well. So 
far, 37 mats have been 
produced.
 The Conference of the 
Ascension has been work-

ing with their neighbors 
in the Fountain Hills, Fort 
McDowell and the Verdes 
communities for 34 years, 
bringing stability to those 
they serve in any way they 
can.
 For those who are in 
need of food or other aid, 
call the Conference of the 
Ascension Hotline at 480-
837-7287. 
 For those who are in-
terested in joining the 
effort to produce sleep-
ing mats, call the hotline 
number as well to leave 
a message for Carol, the 
project coordinator.

Church of the Ascension parishioners gathered last weekend to create 37 recycled 
plastic mats for people suffering from homelessness.
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Clubs

Area home sales          
February 21, 2023 - February 24, 2023

Properties listed may have been sold by various Brokers &/or Owners.

Fountain Hills

The Verdes

Homes sold this period:  17 Median Price $584,000 Average price: $823,994
Same period last year:    27 Median Price $640,000 Average price: $683,725

16812 E Lamplighter Way Unit 12 $330,000 
13112 N Northstar Dr $584,000 
12050 N Panorama Dr Unit 108 $329,900 
17302 E Quail Ridge Dr $450,000 
10401 N Saguaro Blvd Apt 132 $299,000 
14604 N Saguaro Blvd Apt B $460,000 
14209 N San Carlos Dr $735,000 
16337 E Trevino Dr $1,165,000 

15622 N Audubon Pl $1,165,000 
15813 E Cactus Wren Ct $615,000 
15911 E Cholla Dr $740,000 
11225 N Crestview Dr $4,200,000 
16107 E Emerald Dr Apt 106 $350,000 
16246 E Emerald Dr $815,000 
15051 E Greene Valley Dr $775,000 
9817 N Gorden Dr $470,000 
15040 N Greenhurst Ave $525,000 

Homes sold this period: 4 Median Price: $825,744 Average price: $785,237
Same period last year:   7 Median Price: $718,000 Average price: $702,658

17903 E Oak Creek Canyon Ln $787,876 
17308 E Pinnacle Vista Dr $530,000 

17910 E Fort Verde Rd $863,611 
17873 E Oak Creek Canyon Ln $959,462 

Area home sales          
February 13, 2023 - February 17, 2023

Properties listed may have been sold by various Brokers &/or Owners.

Fountain Hills

The Verdes

Homes sold this period:  11 Median Price $524,900 Average price: $579,005
Same period last year:    17 Median Price $630,000 Average price: $868,883

16240 E Links Dr $654,000 
15331 E Palomino Blvd $670,000 
13211 N Vista Del Lago $515,000 
16631 E Westby Dr Apt 104 $319,900 
14228 N Yerba Buena Way $429,000 

15843 N Aspen Dr $760,750 
16644 N Aspen Dr $524,900 
15740 E El Lago Blvd $626,500 
14850 E Grandview Dr Unit 220 $935,000 
16820 E La Montana Dr Unit 104 $465,000 
17240 E La Pasada Dr $469,000 

Homes sold this period: 5 Median Price: $900,000 Average price: $986,142
Same period last year:   8 Median Price: $687,932 Average price: $823,012

17329 E Morning Vista Ct $1,700,000 
24818 N Vado Ct $900,000 

17703 E Bismark Lake Ct $900,000 
17443 E Cindercone Way $610,000 
17876 E Fort Verde Rd $820,712 

Club Briefs

Garden
seeks 
members

Desert Derby reservations due today

FHDC meets this Thursday

Coin Club recognized

Tea Party to

meet March 16
 Fountain Hills AZ Tea 
Party will welcome spe-
cial guest Mark Spencer 
on Thursday, March 16 at 
6:30 p.m. at Fountain Hills 
Community Center. 
 Mark is the SW Regional 
Director of Judicial Watch 
and a retired Phoenix Po-
lice officer. Judicial Watch 
is a government watch-
dog organization whose 
motto is “Because no one 
is above the law.”   Mark 
will share some of what 
Judicial Watch has been 
doing to foster government 

transparency and account-
ability.
 All interested parties 
are welcome to join the 
meeting. Admission is 
free but donations to cov-
er expenses are welcomed 
and appreciated. Foun-
tain Hills AZ Tea Party is 
a local not-for-profit or-
ganization established in 
2010 to provide education 
about important issues of 
government and govern-
ing.  
 For more Information, 
please visit fhteaparty.us.

 The Four Peaks Coin 
Club (formerly the Foun-
tain Hills Coin Club) was 
recognized at the National 
Money Show on Thursday, 
March 2. The show, spon-
sored by the American 
Numismatic Association 
(ANA), took place March 
2-4 at the Phoenix Conven-
tion Center.

 The ANA is a national 
coin organization founded 
in 1891. The four coin clubs 
in Metro Phoenix acted as 
hosts.
 For information regard-
ing the Four Peaks Coin 
Club visit their website at 
fountainhillscoinclub.com 
or call John Gibson at 480-
231-3896.

Photographed from left is Mesa Coin Club President 
Gary Krueger, ANA President Dr. Ralph Ross, Arizona 
Territorial Coin Club President Gloria Conner, Four 
Peaks Coin Club President John Gibson and Phoenix 
Coin Club President Steve Schklair.

 The Fountain Hills 
Democratic Club (FHDC) 
will meet on Thursday, 
March 16, at the Com-
munity Center. Time for 
socializing and refresh-
ments begins at 6 p.m., 
with the meeting starting 
at 6:30 p.m. There will be 
three speakers addressing 
the club: Rachel Clawson, 
digital organizing director 
for Save Our Schools Ari-
zona and Rich and Wendy 
Barnard from the Fountain 
Hills Gridiron Club.
 Clawson is an Arizona 
native who attended pub-
lic schools in Tempe and 
graduated from ASU with 
a BA in history and a mas-
ter’s degree in secondary 
education. She returned to 
teach history and govern-
ment at her high school 

alma mater where she 
discovered a passion for 
education advocacy.
 Clawson has helped co-
ordinate advocacy efforts 
in the East Valley while 
serving as the digital or-
ganizing director for Save 
Our Schools Arizona.
 Rich and Wendy Bar-
nard will address the state 
of Fountain Hills public 
schools.
 “Does all the news about 
the spending cap depriv-
ing our schools of money 
already set aside for them 
have you wondering how 
our school district will 
cope?” Chris Clemens said, 
vice president of FHDC. 
“Will the funding for the 
football field be achieved? 
What are the plans for 
progress after the bond 

issue and override were 
voted down? How are our 
schools implementing a 
plan to bring students back 
up to grade level and ad-
dressing mental health 
issues as a result of Covid? 
Please come hear these 
experts and find out how 
you can help.
 “ R e m e m b e r,  g o o d 
schools result in higher 
property values,” Clem-
ens continued. “So, even 
if you don’t have children 
or grandchildren in our 
schools, don’t miss being 
educated about this impor-
tant topic!”
 Join the Fountain Hills 
Democratic Club for an op-
portunity to socialize with 
friends and fellow Foun-
tain Hills residents and 
hear informative speakers.

Digital Organizing Director 
for Save Our Schools 
Arizona, Rachel Clawson, 
will speak at the upcoming 
Fountain Hills Democratic 
Club meeting on Thursday, 
March 16, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Community Center.

 For those who haven’t 
already gotten their tick-
ets to the Fountain Hills 
Women’s Club’s (FHWC) 
2023 Annual Scholarship 
Fundraiser, time is run-
ning out.
 Today,  Wednesday, 
March 15, is the deadline 
for reservations to the Des-
ert Derby Luncheon and 
Fashion Show to be held on 
Sunday, April 2, at ADERO 
Scottsdale Resort, 13225 N. 
Eagle Ridge Drive.

 This luncheon is FH-
WC’s only annual signature 
fundraiser, with proceeds 
benefiting scholarships for 
women who live or work in 
Fountain Hills. Since its 
founding in 1974, the club 
has provided more than 
$300,000 in scholarships to 
women in the community.
 This year’s attendees 
can show off their best 
“hat-itude” for the Desert 
Derby theme while enjoying 
a luncheon, silent auction 
baskets, a live auction, 
a 50-50 cash raffle and 
trending fashions for both 
women and men from local 
boutiques, Classy-Jazzy, On 

the Ave, ZOEY’S Boudoir 
and Manny’s Local 816.
 Tickets for the Luncheon 
and Fashion Show are priced 
at $65 per person and can be 
reserved at fountainhillswo-
mensclub.com. Tickets are 
also available in person at 
Classy-Jazzy, 16725 Avenue 
of the Fountains.
 Ad space is also avail-
able in the event program 
to show one’s support and 
promote their business. 
The FHWC is still wel-
coming donations of prize 
items for the silent and live 
auctions. Contributions of 
gift certificates, gift cards, 
tickets, merchandise, wine, 

jewelry, beauty products, 
home decor, and more are 
gratefully accepted.
 The deadline for both ads 
and auction items is today, 
Wednesday, March 15. For 
information about ads and 
donations, email fhwcfund-
raiser@gmail.com.
 For details about the 
Fountain Hills Women’s 
Club, including member-
ship, meetings and other 
events, visit fountainhills-
womensclub.com. Be sure 
to like and follow the Foun-
tain Hills Women’s Club 
page on Facebook for all 
the latest updates through-
out the year.

 For those interested in 
getting involved with one 
of the “most peaceful place 
in Town,” join the Fountain 
Hills Desert Botanical Gar-
den Club.
 The Club’s mission is to 
keep the trail throughout 
the garden in good condi-
tion so everyone can enjoy 
their time there.
 The next Club meeting 
is at 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 16, at the Chamber 
of Commerce, 16837 E. 
Palisades Blvd. Come and 
meet the people in Foun-
tain Hills who share a love 
for this special oasis.

FH Rotary Club
hosts speakers
 The Rotary Club of 
Fountain Hills invites the 
public to its 2023 speaker 
series. On Tuesday, March 
21, Diplomatic Corps of 
Arizona (DCA) Ambas-
sador at Large Enrique 
Melendez will speak about 
his experience with DCA.
 Held at American Legion 
Post 58, 16837 E. Parkview 
Ave., Rotary Club of Foun-
tain Hills meets at 4 p.m. 
every first and third Tues-
days of the month.

Men’s Discussion 
Group resumes 
 The Fountain Hills 
Men’s Discussion Group 
will host a presentation at 
10 a.m. on Monday, March 
20, Town Clerk Linda 
Mendenhall will present 
on the workings of town 
government.
 The group meets at the 
Community Center each 
Monday. Attending the dis-
cussions are free for Com-
munity Center members or 
$5 for non-members. Call 
the Community Center at 
480-816-5200 to register.

Contract bridge 
winners told
 Contract bridge is played 
every Wednesday and Fri-
day from 9 a.m. to noon at 
the Community Center. 
Membership in the Com-

munity Center is required 
to participate.
 Winners from March 8 
include Anand Paranjape 
in first place, Mike Lem-
onidis in second and Alan 
Max in third. Winners 
from March 10 include 
Roger Watton in first place, 
Joanne Arneson in second 
and Mike Lemonidis in 
third.
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Public Notices

Business

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Town of Fountain Hills
16705 East Avenue of the Fountains

Fountain Hills, Arizona  85268

SOLICITATION INFORMATION AND 
SELECTION SCHEDULE*

Project Name: As-Needed Painting 
Services
Project ID:  RFP-2023-004
Release Date:
March 8, 2023
Advertisement: Fountain Hills Times:
3/8/23 & 3/15/23
Advertisement: Arizona Business 
Gazette:
3/9/23 & 3/16/23
Final Date and Time for Inquires:
March 30, 2023, 5:00pm
Proposal Due Date and Time:
April 13, 2023, 5:00pm
Bid Opening:
4/13/23 @ 5:30pm
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/876549859
92?pwd=TFhOOGs0djlhRHdta0syWH
BVS1NZQT09

Meeting ID: 876 5498 5992
Passcode: eZY2ut

Shortlist Announced for Oral Inter-
views (if necessary):
April 20, 2023
Oral Interviews (if necessary):
Last week of April
Anticipated Agreement Start Date:
May 1, 2023

Or click on the meeting link in our 
E-Portal for the project
https://procurement.opengov.com/
portal/fhaz

Town Representative:  
Rob Durham  
Procurement Administrator
rdurham@fountainhillsaz.gov
480-816-5128 
  
*The Town of Fountain Hills reserves 
the right to amend the solicitation 
schedule as necessary

**In the event that a Vendor cannot be 
selected based solely on Proposals 
submitted, Oral Interviews may be con-
ducted at the Town’s sole discretion.

TOWN OF 

FOUNTAIN HILLS

Published in FH Times: 
March 8 and March 15, 2023

MCO Realty names top agents

Aline Health MedSpa adds new team, rebrands
By Cyrus Guccione
Times Reporter

Times photo by Cyrus Guccione

 Those familiar with 
Aline Health Med Spa 
and Wellness Center will 
notice a facelift to the up-
scale, integrative center 
on the Avenue, which is 
making a grand foray into 
aesthetics.
 Celebrating four years of 
service, Aline has spent the 
last two redefining what it 
means to be a medical spa 
in Fountain Hills, which 
includes the addition and 
certification of new staff 
members along with new, 
state-of-the-art equipment 
for clients looking for a 
more personalized experi-
ence.
 “I’m just thrilled with 
the team that runs Aline 
Health,” CEO Peter Hof-
fend says. “It’s been an 
absolute pleasure to build 
and I really do feel like this 
is a tremendous gift that 
we give to the community.”
 As Co-Founder Clair 
Morley begins to pursue 
her passion in energy med-
icine, Aline Health has 
shifted its focus towards 
aesthetics by offering an 
array of new and improved 
services, including an in-
frared sauna and salt ther-
apy, micro-needling, laser 
hair reduction, medical 
grade facials, body contour-
ing and more.
 Peter’s daughter, Ava 
Hoffend, is Aline’s certi-
fied laser technician who 
provides a number of aes-
thetic services, including 
micro-needling.
 “It tightens the skin; 
that is its main claim to 
fame. I can do it on any 

part of your body from 
head to toe,” Ava said. “It’s 
also great for scar tissue, 
stretch marks, helps with 
acne scars, discoloration in 
the skin; it really can do a 
whole lot.”
 According to Ava, colla-
gen, the skin’s main com-
ponent of connective tissue, 
dwindles in production 
by the age of 30. Micro-
needling allows for the 
protection, generation and 
stimulation of new colla-
gen.
 Ava also provides facials, 
and laser hair reduction for 
all skin types, pigments, 
body areas and ages. 
 Evelyn Grace Cutting, 
BSN, RN, is Aline’s nurse 
injector who provides der-
mal fillers and neurotoxins 
including both Botox and 
Jeuveau.
 “I am not an injector 
that makes people look 
fake. I just enhance your 
natural beauty and use 
your anatomy as our limit,” 
Evelyn says, whose slogan 
is, “Helping Fountain Hills 
age gracefully, one injection 
at a time.”
 To carry on the family at-
mosphere at Aline Health, 
Evelyn is joined by her 
mother, Criquette Cutting, 
who runs the sauna and 
serves as Aline’s adminis-
trative director.
 “We have an infrared 
sauna that has salt therapy 
which is really unusual in 
this area,” Criquette said. 
“It’s really beneficial for 
your respiratory system…
aches and pains and some-
times, if you’re just feeling 
sick and you go in there for 
a half an hour, it’s a great 
detox.”

Aline is online
 An exciting addition to 
Aline’s capabilities is the 
integration of their new 
application which allows 
customers the ability to 
shop for its services in the 
comfort of their homes. 
 Customers who sign up 
are automatically entered 
into Aline’s VIP rewards pro-
gram, which includes a free, 
30-minute infrared sauna or 
$50 off any service at Aline.
 “Clients can gain reward 
points towards services im-
mediately when they sign 
up for the app,” Peter said, 
who is offering the opportu-
nity to win a trip for two to 
Costa Rica for Aline Health 
app users.
 “Costa Rica is one of like 
seven places in the world 
that has a special energy,” 
Criquette said.
 The drawing for the 
trip is Friday, April 7, and 
clients can enter by visiting 
the website, alinemedspa.
repeatmd.com.

In the community
 Aline Health Med Spa 
will have a booth set up 
along the Avenue on Sat-
urday, March 18, during 
the Fountain Hills Day 
event, where newcomers 
will have the opportunity 
to add their names to the 
drawing and put faces to 
names at Aline.
 On Wednesday, March 
22, Aline will host an open 
house for the community to 
enjoy a tour of their clinic, 
learn about their new ser-
vices and enjoy complimen-
tary refreshments and go 
home with a gift.
 The open house will be 

held on March 22, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and in the 
evening from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Attendees are encouraged 
to RSVP by calling/texting 
480-546-7463. 
 “I love boosting people’s 
confidence. That makes 
nursing worth it for me,” 
Evelyn says, who also 
works as the assistant 
coach for the FHHS girls’ 
soccer team with her fa-
ther and head coach, Mal-
colm Cutting, adding that 
Aline’s infrared sauna is a 
perfect place for athletes 
to come and recover from 
a hard day on the field.
 Both Ava and Criquette 
say their favorite part of 
working at Aline is mak-
ing people feel better about 
themselves and getting to 
know their clients.
 “We started out as just 
a couple of basic wellness 
practices if you will and 
we’ve grown into aesthet-
ics,” Peter said. “That’s why 
the new team is here, and 
there are more, but this is 
the core of who we are.”
 Aline Health Med Spa 
and Wellness Center is 
located at 16845 E. Avenue 

From left, CEO Peter Hoffend, Aesthetic Registered 
Nurse Evelyn Grace Cutting, BSN, RN, Certified Laser 
Technician and Certified Integrative Health Coach Ava 
Hoffend and Administrative Director Criquette Cutting. 
Aline Health Med Spa and Wellness Center is holding 
an open house on March 22, at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. For 
more information, visit alinehealthaz.com.

 MCO Realty President 
and Designated Broker 
Steve Vargo has announced 
the recipients of his compa-
ny’s sales awards and top 
agents for listing volume 
and number of listings, 
January 2023. January 
honorees are Melinda 
Stanton, Pat Kenney and 
The Gurczak Group for the 

Main Visitor Center.
 The first sales award 
went to Melinda Stanton, 
whose consistent perfor-
mance as an MCO Realty 
top producer has earned 
her the position of Number 
One Agent in Fountain 
Hills several years run-
ning, according to Vargo.
 “In this ever-changing 
market, Melinda stays 
ahead of the game by in-
vesting in personal de-
velopment, continuing 
education and a daily pro-
gram of customer contact 
and research,” Vargo said. 
“Her dependability and 
unwavering attention to 
client satisfaction has cre-
ated and sustained her 
successful business.”
 Stanton can be found 
at the MCO Realty Main 
Visitor Center, 9617 N. 
Saguaro Blvd., or by calling 
480-837-2500. To reach her 
directly, call 480-688-9191.
 Pat Kenney also re-
ceived a sales award.
 “Her knowledge of the 
area, the business and 
market nuances make her 

a great asset to clients,” 
Vargo said. “The heart of 
Pat’s philosophy is trust 
and integrity.”
 Kenney can also be 
found at the Main Visitor 
Center or reached directly 
at 480-216-4948.
 H i g h e s t  v o l u m e 
($10,760,900) and most list-
ings went to The Gurczak 
Group, made up of John, 
Anna and Irene Gurczak.
 “This  mother,  son, 
daughter-in-law team has 
complementary skills and 
boundless energy,” Vargo 
said. “Irene, John’s mother, 
brings over a decade of local 
real estate knowledge in 
residential, commercial and 
hospitality transactions.
 “…John, a Realtor, also 
owns and runs, Gurczak 
Luxury Development, a lo-
cal homebuilding company 
on Eagles Nest’s list of Pre-
ferred Builders. The com-
pany showcases numerous 
projects in the area. With 
a degree in marketing and 
Realtor experience, Anna, 
John’s wife, lends a clear 
voice to plan and direct ad-
vertising efforts in reach-
ing prospective buyers, 
as well as shaping The 
Gurczak Group’s dynamic 
message.”
 The Gurczak Group can 
be reached at MCO Re-
alty’s Main Visitor. John 
can be reached directly 
at 480-272-1308, Anna at 
480-206-2427 and Irene at 
480-272-1307 to schedule 
an appointment. 

RECITALS:

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Town of Fountain Hills (the “Town Council”) 
adopted Ordinance No. 93-22 on November 18, 1993, which adopted the Zoning Ordinance 
for the Town of Fountain Hills (the “Zoning Ordinance”); and

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to amend Chapter 1, Introduction, Section 1.12, 
Definitions, and Chapter 12, Commercial Zoning Districts, Sections 12.05 and 12.06 to 
provide for detoxification facilities and drug and alcohol treatment centers; and

WHEREAS, the C-2 and C-3 zoning districts have the primary purposes of providing for the 
sale of commodities, provision of services, and wholesale and distribution; and

WHEREAS, the Town wants to ensure uses in commercial areas are focused on businesses 
that provide for the sale of goods and services to the community, especially those that 
provide jobs and generate revenues for the Town; and

WHEREAS, the uses included in this ordinance are appropriate in commercial areas but 
should be limited to maintain the primary purpose of these districts; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance and pursuant to ARIZ. REV. STAT. 
§ 9-462.04, public hearings regarding this ordinance were advertised in the November 23 
and 30, 2022, editions of the Fountain Hills Times; and

WHEREAS, public hearings were held by the Fountain Hills Planning & Zoning Commission 
on December 12, 2022, and January 9, 2023.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Article II, Sections 1 and 2, Constitution of Arizona, and the 
laws of the State of Arizona, the Town Council has considered the individual property rights 
and personal liberties of the residents of the Town and the probable impact of the proposed 
ordinance on the cost to construct housing for sale or rent before adopting this ordinance.

ENACTMENTS:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
OF FOUNTAIN HILLS as follows:

SECTION 1.  The recitals above are hereby incorporated as if fully set forth herein.

SECTION 2. The Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 1, Introduction, Section 1.12, Definitions, is 
hereby amended as follows:
…

DETOXIFICATION FACILITY, OUTPATIENT: FACILITIES PROVIDING OUTPATIENT 
DRUG OR ALCOHOL DETOXIFICATION SERVICES WITH OR WITHOUT TRAINING, 
EDUCATION, OR TREATMENT SERVICES AT THE SAME LOCATION.

DETOXIFICATION FACILITY, INPATIENT: FACILITIES PROVIDING INPATIENT DRUG 
OR ALCOHOL DETOXIFICATION SERVICES.
…
SUBSTANCE ABUSE OR ADDICTION Treatment Center: Facilities providing lodging and 
meals and, primarily, treatment, training or education as a part of an alcoholism or drug 
addiction program WITHOUT ON-SITE DETOXIFICATION, LODGING, OR MEALS.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE OR ADDICTION TREATMENT CENTER, LODGING:  FACILITIES 
PROVIDING TREATMENT, TRAINING, OR EDUCATION AS PART OF AN ALCOHOLISM 
OR DRUG ADDICTION PROGRAM.  MAY INCLUDE PROVIDING DETOXIFICATION 
SERVICES IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE TREATMENT AND MAY INCLUDE 
PROVISIONS WHERE CLIENTS CAN LODGE AT THE FACILITY AND RECEIVE MEALS.
…

SECTION 3. The Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 12, Commercial Zoning Districts, Section 
12.02 C. Additional Uses Permitted in C-2 and C-3 Zoning Districts, is hereby amended 
as follows:

 26. SUBSTANCE ABUSE OR ADDICTION TREATMENT CENTER. MUST 
  BE LOCATED AT LEAST 2,000 FEET FROM ANY OTHER DETOXIFICATION  
  CENTER, SUBSTANCE ABUSE OR ADDICTION  TREATMENT CENTER,  
  OR TRANSITIONAL COMMUNITY RESIDENCE.

SECTION 4. The Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 12, Commercial Zoning Districts, Section 
12.03, Uses Subject to Special Use Permits in C-1, C-C, C-2, and C-3 Zoning Districts, is 
hereby amended as follows:

C.  Group Homes for the Handicapped and Elderly PeopleCOMMUNITY RESIDENCES 
SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS IN SECTION 5.13, Nursing Home, Homes for the 
Aged, Convalescent Home.

SECTION 5. The Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 12, Commercial Zoning Districts, Section 
12.05, Uses Subject to Special Use Permits in C-2 Zoning Districts, is hereby amended 
as follows:

…
O. DETOXIFICATION CENTER, OUTPATIENT.  IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS 
IN SECTION 2.02 FOR CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT, APPLICANTS 
SHALL:
 1. PROVIDE A COPY OF LICENSE OR CERTIFICATION BY THE STATE OF  
  ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES.
 2. PROVIDE SUFFICIENT INDOOR ACTIVITY AND WAITING SPACE.
 3. PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION AND PROCESS FOR RESOLUTION  
  OF COMPLAINTS.
 4. COMPLY WITH ARS 36-601.01, THE SMOKE-FREE ARIZONA ACT,  
  AND DESIGNATE SMOKING AREA(S), INCLUDING AREAS FOR VAPING  
  AND E-CIGARETTES, AS FAR FROM ADJACENT USES AS POSSIBLE.

ORDINANCE NO. 23-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA, AMENDING THE TOWN OF FOUNTAIN 
HILLS ZONING ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 1, INTRODUCTION, 
SECTION 1.12, DEFINITIONS, AMENDING THE DEFINITIONS OF 
TREATMENT CENTER; AMENDING CHAPTER 12, COMMERCIAL 
ZONING DISTRICTS, SECTION 12.02 SECTION 12.03 C. TO ADD 
SUBSTANCE AND ALCOHOL ABUSE TREATMENT CENTER; 
SECTION 12.03 TO UPDATE THE LANGUAGE FROM GROUP HOME 
TO COMMUNITY RESIDENCE; SECTION 12.05, USES SUBJECT 
TO SPECIAL USE PERMITS IN C-2 ZONING DISTRICTS BY 
ADDING NEW SECTIONS O AND P REGARDING DETOXIFICATION 
FACILITIES AND TREATMENT CENTERS; SECTION 12.06, USES 
SUBJECT TO SPECIAL USE PERMITS IN C-3 ZONING DISTRICTS 
ONLY BY ADDING NEW SECTIONS F, G, H, AND I REGARDING 
DETOXIFICATION FACILITIES AND TREATMENT CENTERS; AND, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 18, TOWN CENTER COMMERCIAL ZONING 
DISTRICT, SECTION 18.05 B. TO UPDATE THE LANGUAGE FROM 
GROUP HOME TO COMMUNITY RESIDENCE
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 5. DOCUMENT THROUGH A MARKET ANALYSIS BY A CREDENTIALED  
  PROFESSIONAL USING THE MOST RECENT, APPLICABLE FOUNTAIN  
  HILLS CENSUS DATA AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH  
  SERVICES ADMINISTRATION DATA, THE NEED FOR THE SERVICE  
  ON AN ONGOING BASIS FOR RESIDENTS OF FOUNTAIN HILLS.  THE  
  ANALYSIS SHALL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ANY EXISTING SERVICES  
  ALREADY PROVIDED IN THE TOWN.
 6. A DISCHARGE POLICY THAT IS GEARED TOWARD REPATRIATING THE  
  CLIENT BACK TO THEIR PLACE OF ORIGIN.
 7. BE LOCATED AT LEAST THE FOLLOWING DISTANCES FROM THE 
  LISTED USES, MEASURED FROM NEAREST PROPERTY LINE TO  
  NEAREST PROPERTY LINE:
  A. 2,000 FEET FROM ANY OTHER DETOXIFICATION CENTER,  
   SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT CENTER, OR TRANSITIONAL  
   COMMUNITY RESIDENCE.
  B. 1,000 FEET FROM ANY CHURCH, PUBLIC LIBRARY, PARK,  
   PERSERVE AND TRAIL, OR SCHOOL, PRE-SCHOOL, OR DAY CARE.
  C. 500 FEET FROM ANY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT OR USE  
   INCLUDING PLANNED AREA DEVELOPMENTS WITH A  
   RESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY USE. 

SECTION 5. The Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 12, Commercial Zoning Districts, Section 
12.06, Uses Subject to Special Use Permits in C-3 Zoning Districts Only, is hereby 
amended as follows:

F.  DETOXIFICATION CENTER, OUTPATIENT AND INPATIENT.  IN ADDITION TO 
THE REQUIREMENTS IN SECTION 2.02 FOR CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE 
PERMIT, APPLICANTS SHALL:
 1. PROVIDE A COPY OF LICENSE OR CERTIFICATION BY THE STATE OF  
  ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES.
 2. PROVIDE SUFFICIENT INDOOR ACTIVITY AND WAITING SPACE.
 3. PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION AND PROCESS FOR RESOLUTION  
  OF COMPLAINTS.
 4. COMPLY WITH ARS 36-601.01, THE SMOKE-FREE ARIZONA ACT,  
  AND DESIGNATE SMOKING AREA(S), INCLUDING AREAS FOR VAPING  
  AND E-CIGARETTES, AS FAR FROM ADJACENT USES AS POSSIBLE.
 5. DOCUMENT THROUGH A MARKET ANALYSIS BY A CREDENTIALED  
  PROFESSIONAL USING THE MOST RECENT, APPLICABLE FOUNTAIN  
  HILLS CENSUS DATA AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH  
  SERVICES ADMINISTRATION DATA, THE NEED FOR THE SERVICE  
  ON AN ONGOING BASIS FOR RESIDENTS OF FOUNTAIN HILLS.  THE  
  ANALYSIS SHALL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ANY EXISTING SERVICES  
  ALREADY PROVIDED IN THE TOWN.
 6. A DISCHARGE POLICY THAT IS GEARED TOWARD REPATRIATING THE  
  CLIENT BACK TO THEIR PLACE OF ORIGIN.
 7. BE LOCATED AT LEAST THE FOLLOWING DISTANCES FROM THE  
  LISTED USES, MEASURED FROM NEAREST PROPERTY LINE TO  
  NEAREST PROPERTY LINE:
  A. 2,000 FEET FROM ANY OTHER DETOXIFICATION CENTER,  
   SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT CENTER, OR TRANSITIONAL  
   COMMUNITY RESIDENCE.
  B. 1,000 FEET FROM ANY CHURCH, PUBLIC LIBRARY, PARK,  
   PERSERVE AND TRAIL, OR SCHOOL, PRE-SCHOOL, OR DAY  
   CARE.
  C. 500 FEET FROM ANY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT OR USE 
INCLUDING PLANNED AREA DEVELOPMENTS WITH A RESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 
USE. 

I.  SUBSTANCE ABUSE OR ADDICTION TREATMENT CENTER, LODGING. IN 
ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS IN SECTION 2.02 FOR CONSIDERATION OF A 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT, APPLICANT SHALL:
 1. PROVIDE A COPY OF LICENSE OR CERTIFICATION BY THE STATE OF  
  ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES.
 2. PROVIDE SUFFICIENT INDOOR ACTIVITY AND WAITING SPACE.
 3. PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION AND PROCESS FOR RESOLUTION  
  OF COMPLAINTS.
 4. COMPLY WITH ARS 36-601.01, THE SMOKE-FREE ARIZONA ACT,  
  AND DESIGNATE SMOKING AREA(S), INCLUDING AREAS FOR VAPING  
  AND E-CIGARETTES, AS FAR FROM ADJACENT USES AS POSSIBLE.
 5. DOCUMENT THROUGH A MARKET ANALYSIS BY A CREDENTIALED  
  PROFESSIONAL USING THE MOST RECENT, APPLICABLE FOUNTAIN  
  HILLS CENSUS DATA AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH  
  SERVICES ADMINISTRATION DATA, THE NEED FOR THE SERVICE ON AN  
  ONGOING BASIS FOR RESIDENTS OF FOUNTAIN HILLS.  THE ANALYSIS  
  SHALL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ANY EXISTING SERVICES ALREADY  
  PROVIDED IN THE TOWN.
 6. A DISCHARGE POLICY THAT IS GEARED TOWARD REPATRIATING THE  
  CLIENT BACK TO THEIR PLACE OF ORIGIN.
 7. BE LOCATED AT LEAST THE FOLLOWING DISTANCES FROM THE LISTED  
  USES, MEASURED FROM NEAREST PROPERTY LINE TO NEAREST  
  PROPERTY LINE:
  A. 2,000 FEET FROM ANY OTHER DETOXIFICATION CENTER,  
   SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT CENTER, OR TRANSITIONAL  
   COMMUNITY RESIDENCE.
  B. 1,000 FEET FROM ANY CHURCH, PUBLIC LIBRARY, PARK, PERSERVE  
   AND TRAIL, OR SCHOOL, PRE-SCHOOL, OR DAY CARE.
  C. 500 FEET FROM ANY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT OR USE  
   INCLUDING PLANNED AREA DEVELOPMENTS WITH A RESIDENTIAL  
   PRIMARY USE. 

SECTION 6. The Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 18, Town Center Commercial Zoning Districts, 
Section 18.05, Uses Subject to Special Use Permits, is hereby amended as follows:

B.  Group Homes for the Handicapped and Elderly PeopleCOMMUNITY RESIDENCES 
SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS IN SECTION 5.13, Nursing Home, Homes for the 
Aged, Convalescent Home.

SECTION 7. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this 
Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional by the decision of any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
of this Ordinance.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Fountain Hills, Arizona, 
this 21st day of February 2023.

FOR THE TOWN OF FOUNTAIN HILLS: ATTESTED TO:
/s/Ginny Dickey, Mayor /s/Linda Mendenhall, Town Clerk

REVIEWED BY:  APPROVED AS TO FORM:
/s/Grady E. Miller, Town Manager Aaron D. Arnson, Town Attorney

of the Fountains, Suite 
D-108. It is open Monday 
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. and closed 
Saturday and Sunday. 

 For more information, 
visit alinehealthaz.com, 
call 480-546-7463 or send 
an email to alinehealthaz@
gmail.com.

Kuhse joins 

Barker Team
 The Barker Team is 
proud to announce the 
addition of a new agent to 
their team, Tatum Kuhse.
 Kuhse is 
an Arizona 
native, born 
and raised 
i n  E a s t 
Mesa. She is 
fresh out of 
school at Ar-
izona State 
U n i v e r -
sity (ASU) 
where she earned her bach-
elor’s degree in business 
management.
 In addition to her stud-
ies, Kuhse was a member 
of the ASU Spirit Squad 
which kept her busy and 
involved with the commu-
nity. After dancing com-
petitively for almost 15 
years, she is ready to hang 
up her ballet shoes and ea-
ger to enter a new chapter 
with The Barker Team and 
Keller Williams Arizona 
Realty.
 Kuhse is passionate 
about her faith, family and 
honesty. Her positivity and 
lightheartedness radiate to 
those around her creating 
a calm and comfortable 
environment for business.
 For more information 
on The Barker Team, visit 
thebarkerteam.com

Tatum Kuhse

PUBLIC NOTICE
Neighborhood Property Owners’ Association
The Neighborhood Property Owners’ 
Association of Fountain Hills Arizona, Inc. will 
hold its Annual General Meeting on
Monday, March 20, 2023
at 6:00 PM to be held at the
Fountain Hills Community Center, Yavapai 
Room.
Delegate check in begins at 5:30 PM
Member property owners are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  For more information 
contact the Association office at (480) 837-
5317 or info@npoafh.org 
Published Fountain Hills Times 03/15/2023
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General Services

Business Showplace
Health Care Ser vices

Home & Miscellaneous Services

• Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
• Hearing Aid Selection and Fitting

• Hearing Aid Repairs
• Tinnitus Evaluation & Management

• Wax Removal

(480) 331-6521
16747 E. Parkview Ave, #2 

Priority-Hearing.com

Prima

Painting,LLC
Quality work at 

Reasonable prices!
- Interior and Exterior Painting
- Cabinet Re-Finishing
- Epoxy Garage Floors and Cool Deck Painting
- Entry Door Restoration
- Elastomeric Roof Coatings

George Valnicek
480-939-9230

primapaintingllc@gmail.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Licensed # ROC 318828

Family Owned & Operated  •  43 Years Experience in AZ
Free Estimates • Monday through Saturday

623-873-1626
Licensed 2006
ROC 223367
Bonded 
Insured

• Weed Control
• Tree Pruning
• Irrigation Installation
• Sprinklers

• One Time Clean-up
• Regular Maintenance
• Masonry & Cool Decks

Your Yard

Is Our

Pride

   A
WARD WINNING

Landscaping Company

602-291-9207
Licensed, Bonded, & Insured ROC 

ROC#197382

See Our Reviews

Weekly Services
Netting ● Brushing ● Emptying Baskets

Equipment Check ● Water Testing

Other Services
Pump/Motor Repair & Replacement ● Sand/Water Change
Repair ● Acid Wash ● Handrails ● Filter Cleaning & Repair

Pool Tile Cleaning ● Green Pool Clean Up

Owners: Angela Clark, Chelsea Clark, & Homer Clark

ROC 303766 ● 480-489-0713
lizardpools.com Not A Licensed Contractor Insured with Integrity

BB Landscape
Your Local Landscaper

Call today for 

a FREE Estimate

480-392-1372

• Maintenance
• Irrigation Install / Repair
• Trees Trimmed
 and Shaped
• Plants Removed
 and Installed

Not a 

licensed contractor

Sun Valley Nursery, LLC

FREE  AT  HOME  CONSULTATION!

Free planting on any box tree. 

LARGE Box Tree Grower

www.SunValleyNursery.com

11416 E. Desert Cove Ave.,  Scottsdale
480-767-1800

Mon-Sat:  8 am - 5:30 pm
 Sun:  9 am - 5 pm

Handyman
Electrical, plumbing, painting, 

window cleaning, tile repair, 

landscaping, power washing 

decks & patios, and more. 
40 years experience

Fountain Hills resident over 30 years

Not a licensed contractor.

If you have any questions, 

call Jimmy at 602-570-2931. 

• Landscape Installation/Maintenance
• Tree Trim/Cactus Trim and Removals
• Move In and Move Out Cleanings
• Install gravel/stone or refresh  old
• Weed Control
• Property Cleanup
• Yard lighting LED or traditional
• Irrigation Install & Repair 
• Monthly, Quarterly & 1 Time Cleanups 
  No Contract Necessary
For a free quote contact Kristian Hill

www.AZCO.us 

Cell 480-352-1054 • kristian@azco.us

We specialize in all your “Little Moves”

Little Moves, Inc. 

480-837-4445
littlemovesinc@gmail.com

www.littlemovesinc.com

Need to move a couple of items from the store? 
Have a full size move? 

Flat rates starting as low as $55. 
Hourly rates also available.

We move safes & pianos!

FH฀Based฀•฀Licensed฀•฀Bonded฀•฀Insured

Light Therapy

for Natural Healing
• Arthritis

• Chronic Pain
• Neuropathy
• Brain Health
& Much More

Mention this ad for a free session

The Answer To 

Managing Pain Is 

Not In A Bottle

16810 E Avenue of The Fountains, Suite 203 

Call: 630-624-6579

Handyman

Remodel/Improvements

•฀5฀Star฀Rating฀on฀Google฀Reviews!
•฀Same฀Day฀Service฀Available
•฀Family฀owned฀and฀operated
•฀Residential฀and฀Commercial

Summer Cleaning? Call! We Haul!

Junk
Storage฀Units

Bulk฀Trash
Garage฀Cleanout

Yard฀Debris฀

Estate฀Cleanout
Furniture฀Cleanout
Appliance฀Removal
Construction฀Debris

Foreclosures

www.arizonajunkhauling.com

Call or send photo for 
 quick quote 480-233-2131

Be SEEN 
in the Business Showplace

$26.90
 (per week, black and white)

$36.90
 (per week, color)

Call 480-837-1925

Computers

 Puzzled By The Maze 

Of Medicare?

SeniorLife Insurance Solutions

Christine Itami

480-694-7753
chris.itami@gmail.com

Know Your Rights, Entitlements and Options

Call Or Email To Schedule Your 
Complimentary Consultation

Specializing in Education about Medicare, 
Deadlines, Comparing Insurance Plan Pros and 
Cons, Drug plans and Your Out of Pocket Costs

(480) 837-5971
www.FountainWealth.com
16921 E. Palisades Blvd.  Suite 105

Fountain Hills, AZ  85268
 

We at Fountain Financial Group, Inc. 
define our success by the results we 

achieve for clients.  We offer investment, 
financial and estate planning services with 

“Easy to Understand” strategies.

Mark D. Johnson, CFP
® 
, CKA

®

Certified Financial Planner

Art Tolis
President/Senior Loan Officer
NMLS#198491
Art@TolisMortgageUSA.com
480-270-9244

Purchase Loans and Refinance

MB#0934426 • NMLS#1467650

Business & Financial Ser vices

Nebraska Grain L.L.C.

6045 Stable Lane, Lincoln, NE 68523
nebraskagrain@yahoo.com
Toll Free: 800-245-3450
Local: 402-423-3500
Cell Phone: 308-350-0321

Commodity Brokerage 

Services since 1979

Darrel Potthoff
Broker

Joyce Potthoff
Operations Manager

Fountain Hills, Arizona

Office: 480-816-5000

Scott Holman

12625 N Saguaro Blvd, Suite 101 

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

(480) 837-3353

Scott Holman
Financial Advisor 

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

®

Be SEEN 
in the Business Showplace

$26.90
 (per week, black and white)

$36.90
 (per week, color)

Call 480-837-1925

Check out the latest 

Fountain Hills news at

fhtimes.com

Need internet help?! I can assist with 
routers, modems, printers, pc and wifi 
issues. I am a retired telecommunica-
tions engineer residing in Fountain Hills. 
Call/text Joe at (480)-868-9945. or email 
joeinternet55@gmail.com or visit www.
joetechaz.com

Handyman services. Electrical, plumb-
ing, painting, window cleaning, tile repair, 
landscaping and etc. If you have any 
questions call Jimmy at 602-570-2931. 
Not a licensed contractor.

FaceliftHomes General Contractor. Fa-
ther & Son. If you can dream it, we can 
make it happen. Ross 480-406-4249. 
ROC#297942

RIGHT
Delivered

to YOU

Call for delivery 837-1925
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Call 480-837-1925

It pays to 
advertise in

TIMES 

TIMES 

Subscribe to

Call 480-837-1925

Help Wanted

Jobs/Careers
Help Wanted

Your Fountain Hills Area Marketplace
 • Help Wanted • Garage Sales • Vehicles • Real Estate 

• Merchandise for Sale

f o u n ta i n   H i l l S

Classifieds
TIMES
THE FOUNTAIN HILLS

Call 
480-837-1925

Help Wanted

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 
which makes it illegal to advertise any prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or 
national origin, or an intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or discrimination.
 This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in viola-
tion of the law. Our readers are  hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis.

Deceptive or misleading advertising 
is never knowingly accepted by this 
newspaper.  Any offer requiring an 
investment should be thoroughly 
investigated and your attorney con-
sulted.  Complaints regarding adver-
tising should be directed in writing to:

READER 
NOTICE

Better Business Bureau,
4428 N. 12th Street, 
Phoenix, AZ  85014

Automobiles

Vehicles for Sale
Automobiles Automobiles

Merchandise for Sale
Furniture Miscellaneous

Help Wanted

Wanted to Buy

Attract some 
attention!

Call for details

480-837-1925

TIMES
THE FOUNTAIN HILLS

Garage 
Sales

Real Estate for Sale and Rent
Homes/Duplexes for Rent

Condos for Rent

Condos for Sale

Make a Diff erence 
Enhance the life of a 

senior in your community 

through non-medical 

companionship and 

home-helper services. 

Build lasting relationships, 

while helping seniors 

remain safe and 

independent in their 

own homes. 

Home Instead 

Senior Care 

Call Today: 480-500-6550

Or visit us online: 
www.homeinstead.com/818

Each Home Instead Senior Care® 

franchise offi  ce is independently 

owned and operated

•฀฀Servers
•฀฀Bussers
•฀฀Cooks
•฀฀Prep฀Cooks
•฀฀Hostesses
•฀฀Dishwashers

NOW HIRING 

(480) 816-8200

Apply within at:

16852 E. Parkview Ave.

Interested in rewarding career with VerdeCares?

VerdeCares Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit Arizona corporation, currently in our  
14th year, is growing and we need your help.

Check out our Associate Director job opening. 

Please visit our website to review the job descriptions  

at www.verdecares.org/careers

VerdeCares is dedicated to enhancing the quality of life and promoting the health and 
well-being of residents in our lower Verde Valley communities. The organization provides 

its non-medical, life-changing services through a team of trained and empowered 
community volunteers. We are committed to providing no charge services and programs 

that benefit and encourage goodwill to our aging-in-place communities. 

Vicki Beseke, Executive Director, VerdeCares Inc.

... neighbors helping neighbors

Electrical Resident Engineer/In-
spector at Local Electrical Engi-
neering Firm. Minimum of 2 years 
of experience as an electrical 
engineer or inspector/ journeyman 
electrician, in the Industrial/Com-
mercial/Aviation/Institutional Fields. 
Full benefit package included. Email 
resumeís to calcorn@creng.com

Help Wanted
Poolstar Enterprise is looking for 
pool maintenance technician. Must 
have good driving record, no crimi-
nal history, able to communicate 
with customers and staff. Great pay, 
no experience necessary. We will 
train. 480-560-2990.

Janitorial services. Friday through 
Monday. 4 hour shifts. $15.00/hour. 
Apply at Peaks Athletic Club. 12545 
N. Saguaro Blvd.

Little Moves Inc., Fountain Hills 
based moving company is hiring, 
$23 to $25/hr plus tips, paid weekly. 
Minimum 25-35 hours per week, no 
Sundays. 480-837-4445.

Our classifieds get results, call 480-
837-1925 for rates.

1995 Mustang GT convertible. 
27,000 Miles. All garage kept. No 
sales tax. Call 519-851-1160 or 
519-851-0941. Email Ericandlizc@
gmail.com

2003 Ford Windstar 7 passenger. 
Very clean. No sales tax. Call 519-
851-1160 or  519-851-0941. Email 
Ericandlizc@gmail.com

2008 Audi A8. Very clean. No 
sales tax. Call 519-851-1166 or 
519-851-0941. Email Ericandlizc@
gmail.com

Reclining sofa, love seat, $50 set; 
wooden queen headboard, $5; 
dresser, mirror, nightstand, $50 set; 
end tables, media center, coffee 
table, $950 set. 480-254-5960.

Weber Genesis II E435 black stain-
less steel barbecue floor model, 
never used. Natural gas $500 cash. 
602-790-5466.

Cash for collectibles. Buying: coins, 
vehicles, jewelry, sports memora-
bilia, records, toys, comics, military 
items, stamps, antiques, and col-
lectibles. 480-430-1511. Collect-
ibles Wanted.

Friday & Saturday. 8:00am-noon. 
17022 E. Calaveras Ave. (Saguaro 
to Grande, left on Del Cambre and 
left on Calaveras) Tools, collect-
ibles, antiques, books, framed art, 
camping, telescope, jewelry, rocks/
minerals, and much more!

Fr iday & Saturday. 10:00am-
2:00pm. 13826 N. Cambria #B 
Home decor, bedding, electronics 
& misc.

Need help moving your garage 
sale purchases?  Little Moves, Inc. 
can help. 6’ x 12’ enclosed trailer.  
Delivery fee starting at $55.00.  
480-837-4445.

For rent 2BR condo, all appliances, 
one car garage, and fenced back-
yard. $1,800/Month. 480-836-4199.

For sale by owner. 1 BR Condo 
Lakeside Casita, Fountain Hills. 
Great location near Fountain. Up-
dated windows, appliances, floor-
ing. Call 641-680-3975. No texts.

2BR/2BA Duplex for rent. Single 
level, garage, private fenced yard, 
appliances. $1700/month. (831)-
824-4342.

For rent. Sun Ridge Canyon home. 
2BR + den/office, 2BA, pool, all 
appliances, 2 car garage. $2,500/
month. Call/text 480-250-5555

3BR, 2BA, 3 car garage, with pool. 
Backs up to wash. 2,400/Month. Call 
602-410-4443.

Home for rent, 3BR, 2BA, 2 car 
garage. Backyard oasis, pool, fully 
furnished. June-September.
$2500/month. 480-837-8099.

Home for rent, 3BR, 2BA, 2 car 
garage and pool. June-September. 
$2500/month. 480-837-8099.

480-837-4663

16858 E Avenue of the Fountains 

Suite 106 

 www.CPLPropertiesOnline.com

Real Estate & 
Property Management

For LEASE

For SALE

 

Upstairs 2 BR , 2 BA, split fl oor plan, detached garage, 
amazing views, close to shopping 

$349,900

3 BR, 2 BA, 2 CG, All Appliances, 
Single Family Home, Fenced Yard 

$2600/month

3 BR, 2 BA, 2 CG, All Appliances, Gated Community, 
Community Pool & Spa, Fantastic Views

$2900/month

Fountain Hills 
     Property Management 
               and Real Estate

Michelle Kern (Broker) 
480-837-5226 • michellek@fhpropertymanagement.com

*25 words. Extra words $11 each

Advertise in 93
Arizona newspapers 

Place your order by 
calling us at 
480-837-1925

for just$330*

Miscellaneous

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
Most Local MLB Games! CHOICE 
Package, $89.99/mo for 12 
months. Stream on 20 devices 
in your home at once. HBO Max 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-877-
841-0507 AzCAN)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-844-730-0219 (AzCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the details! 
1-877-330-2712, www.dental-
50plus.com/azna #6258 (AzCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-836-3396 
(AzCAN)

Caring for an aging loved one? 
Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-
home care? Caring.com’s Family 
Advisors are here to help take the 
guesswork out of senior care for 
you and your family. Call for your 
FREE, no-obligation consultation: 
1-866-447-0138 (AzCAN)

FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus of-
fer: Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom to-
day! 1-833-525-1071 (AzCAN)

For legal advertising rates, please contact The Fountain Hills Times 
at 480-837-1925 or email michael@fhtimes.com
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The Verde Communities

Verde News Briefs

FH Times Crossword Puzzle

Answers on page 2

Water issues topic

RVCA annual meeting speaker

Sign of spring

New development plans unveiled

Art League lecture March 24

 The Rio Verde Commu-
nity Association will hold 
its annual meeting at 9 
a.m. on Tuesday, March 
28, with a guest speaker 
discussing water issues.
 ASU Professor Rhett 
Larson will discuss a topic 
important to Verde resi-
dents this year. “Drought 
and Development – Ari-
zona Groundwater Policy 
and the Rio Verde Foot-
hills Controversy.” Profes-
sor Larson is the Richard 
Morrison Professor of Wa-
ter Law in the Sandra Day 

O’Connor College of Law.
 The five nominated 
Board candidates are Jill 
Arnold, Rick Lindenberg-
er, Kathleen Mayer, Paul 
Rosenkoetter and Nan-
cy Werner. Ballots were 
mailed to all residents 
in February. In order for 
a ballot to be counted it 
must be in the mail before 
midnight on March 24, 
dropped off at the RVCA 
Office in the Community 
Center or deliver to the 
secretary before the start 
of the annual meeting.

 Th e  a n n u a l  m e e t -
ing agenda will include 
remarks by the RVCA 
President Kevin War-
ing plus Treasurer Trish 
Ugorowski ’s  f inancial 
report and review of the 
2022 Audit.
 The March meeting 
of the RVCA Board will 
be held immediately fol-
lowing the annual meet-
ing in the Community 
Church Choir Room. The 
top agenda item is the 
election of officers for 
2023-2024. 

Tonto speaker se-
ries March 16
 The Tonto Verde Events 
and Activities Committee 
will host The Speaker Se-
ries with Jonathan Sebat, 
professor of psychiatry and 
cellular molecular medi-
cine and UC San Diego on 
Thursday, March 16.
 Professor Sebat will 
discuss Autism Spectrum 
Disorders talking about 
various genetic factors 
contributing to the risk 
for autism, schizophrenia, 
bipolar disorder and major 
depression.
 The program will be at 
the Clubhouse multi-pur-
pose room from 3:30 to 5:30 
p.m. There is a cash bar 
from 3:30 to 3:50 p.m., the 
lecture is from 4 to 5 p.m. 
with Q&A session from 5 to 
5:30 p.m.
 This is a complimen-
tary event, but seating is 
limited. Register online at 
the Tonto Verde Lifestyle 
Activities registration.

VAL Spring Art
Show & Sale
 The Verdes Art League 
Spring Art Show & Sale 
will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, March 
18, in the Rio Verde Com-
munity Center. 
 The Show will feature 
the work of 25 Verde art-
ists, many of whom have 
won awards locally and na-
tionally. A variety of media 
will be presented, including 
jewelry, paintings, textiles, 
photography, greeting cards, 
decorative gourds, wood 
carving, ceramics, leather-

work and glass. 
 In addition, there will be 
a silent auction of works 
donated by many of the 
participating artists. Come 
and enjoy a fun day. Every-
one is welcome.

Verdes Church
hosts lectures
 The Community Church 
of the Verdes is hosting 
two upcoming lectures this 
season.
 On Monday, March 20, 
also at 4 p.m., the speak-
er will be Shereen Yusuff 
discussing “Breathing 
Techniques.” The church’s 
annual spring dinner will 
follow that presentation at 
5 p.m. on Monday, March 20.
 Visit verdefaith.org for 
additional information.

Tonto to host 
Mind & Soul
 Tonto Verde is hosting 
a Mind & Soul Yin Stretch 
Yoga & Charka Healing 
Workshop on Saturday, 
March 18, from 1 to 3:30 
p.m.
 Stacey Bristow will pres-
ent the workshop focusing 
on a relaxing, healing, 
gentle Yin stretch class de-
signed for those wanting to 
investigate combination of 
depth of movement, aware-
ness and deep breathing.
 Bristow is owner of En-
ergy Co., a lifetime volun-
teer, executive life coach, 
semi-retired government 
executive and wellness 
expert.
 The cost of the workshop 
is $35 to be paid directly 
to the instructor. Class is 

limited and registration 
required. Visit the Tonto 
Verde website to register.

Tonto plans trip, 
Spring Training
 Tonto Verde is plan-
ning an outing for Spring 
Training baseball to see the 
Chicago Cubs and Chicago 
White Sox at Solan Park in 
Mesa on Tuesday, March 28 
(12:05 p.m.).
 The package includes 
seating in the party deck 
for 30 people, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, salad and 
cookies. A full-service bar 
is also available. The cost 
is $115 per person/plus tax 
and service charge.
 Sign up is on the Tonto 
community website. There 
must be 30 reservation to 
order tickets.  
 

Verdes blood
drive March 28
 To meet the continuing 
high demand for blood 
the Verdes are teaming 
up with Vitalant to hold a 
Spring Blood Drive for Rio 
and Tonto residents from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 28, in the Rio Verde 
Community Center. 
 To sign up to donate 
visit bloodhero.com. New 
donors click “Sign Up” to 
register. Returning donors 
use previous login email or 
username and password. 
The location is “Verde Com-
munity,” on March 28. Se-
lect a donation time slot.
 Questions may be di-
rected to Rio Verde res-
ident Scott Doerfler at 
scottd754@gmail.com.

 The final event for The 
Verdes Art League Lecture 
Series for this season will 
be on Friday, March 24, 
with the subject, “Historia 
De Un Gran Amor – Story 
of a Great Love: Diego Ri-
vera and Frida Kahlo,” by 
Isabel Ballerna.
 Diego Rivera and Frida 
Kahlo were two iconic 20th 
Century Latin American 
artists, each possessed 
with boundless talents, 
unbending wills and a fe-
rocious love for each other. 

But beyond their intimate 
love was a more profound 
love of the country of their 
birth – Mexico. 
 The lecture is presented 
by Phoenix Art Museum 
docents. For information 
about all the Verdes Art 
League events, activities 
and meetings visit the Art 
League website at verde-
sartleague.org. 
 The website includes 
photos and bios of Art 
League members as well as 
information on how to join.

 Rio Verde Community 
Association (RVCA) Presi-
dent Kevin Waring has 
updated residents on two 
proposed new develop-
ments just west of the 
Verdes along Rio Verde 
Drive. The plans include 
a large master-planned 
community and a shopping 
center. 
 The RVCA Board of Di-
rectors recently formed an 
Ad Hoc Committee to moni-
tor and advise the Board on 
them. 
 “In April, the Associa-
tion will host representa-
tives of Toll Brothers and 
Park West to make com-
munity presentations on 
their proposed projects, 
described (here further),” 
Waring said in a state-
ment. “Meanwhile, email 
any questions to Doris 
Findling, RVCA Executive 
Director at doris@rioverde-
hoa.org.
 “A Toll Brothers/Shea 
Homes joint venture is 
proposing to develop a 
master planned commu-
nity on West 36, a 492-acre 
property bounded by Tonto 
Verde, McDowell Mt. Park, 
176th Street, and Rio Verde 
Drive. Toll Brothers will 
apply to rezone the prop-
erty from Rural-43 (one 
acre per dwelling unit) to 
R-6 (minimum 6,000 sq. ft. 
per dwelling unit).”
 The property is in EP-
COR’s Rio Verde water dis-
trict and will be required 
to demonstrate a 100-year 
assured water supply. The 
property is not now in EP-
COR’s wastewater district 
but may be annexed into it.
 According to a recent 
public statement, “Cur-
rent plans for the proposed 
community include single-
family residential homes 
on a variety of lot sizes, and 
a wide range of lifestyle 
amenities. In addition to 
a clubhouse, the commu-
nity will include swimming 
pools, sport courts, and 
trails.
 “The project team an-
ticipates the timeline from 
initiation of the rezoning 
to final plat approvals and 
start of construction to be 
approximately 18 to 24 
months.
 “Thereafter, the project 
will be constructed in mul-
tiple phases over the course 
of several years. Models 
will be open and home sales 
started approximately 18 
months after the initial 
start of construction and 

from there, subsequent 
phases will be constructed 
as dictated by demand. 
 “General ly,  the ap-
proval process includes 
obtaining approval from 
M a r i c o p a  C o u n t y  t o 
amend the previously 
approved Development 
Master Plan. Thereafter, 
the County would have 
to approve a Preliminary 
Plat for the community 
and then Final Plats and 
Final Improvement Plans 
for each phase of develop-
ment.”
 On Dec. 22, 2022, Park 
West Partners applied to 
rezone 16.84 acres at the 

southeast corner of 174th 
Street and Rio Verde Drive 
to C-2 CUPD (Commercial 
Unit Planned Develop-
ment) for a shopping center 
called “Shops at Rio Verde.” 
Per the application, “The 
proposal includes a variety 
of commercial uses such as, 
but not limited to, a grocery 
store, hardware/tack and 
feed store, drive-through 
restaurants, full-service 
restaurants, bank, automo-
tive uses for tire and bat-
tery repair, coffee shop, gas 
station, convenience store, 
assorted retail services, 
and medical and office us-
ers.”

A flock of over 20 Robins recently descended on Les and 
Rhoda Haight’s bird bath for a drink and a bath. It was 
a welcome sight to Michiganders Les and Rhoda who 
note that the robin is their State Bird and a traditional 
sign of spring just a week away on the calendar. There 
were 117 Robins counted in the RV bird count Feb. 17-
20. (Photo courtesy of RV Roadrunner)

This week’s crossword puzzle 

sponsored by 

16800 E Paul Nordin Parkway,

Fountain Hills, AZ

(480) 327-6797
morningstarseniorliving.com

love lives here
2 column x 4

FH Times Crossword Puzzle

Answers on page 2

CLUES ACROSS

1. Half-conscious states

8. Unnatural

13. Deep regret

14. Rogue

15. Taken without  
  permission

19. An alternative

20. After B

21. Partner to flowed

22. Weekday

23. Body part

24. World’s longest  
  river

25. One of the Greats

26. Make clean

30. C. Canada  
  indigenous peoples

31. Japanese seaport

32. Most unclothed

33. Small grouper fish

34. Soluble ribonucleic  
  acid

35. Distinguishing  
  sound

38. French realist  
  painter

39. Popular beer brand

40. Views

44. God depicted as a  
  bull

45. Relieve

46. Residue after  
  burning

47. Habitation

48. Poe’s middle name

49. Japanese title

50. TV series  
  installation (abbr.)

51. Beloved country  
  singer

55. Single unit

57. Genuine

58. Develop

59. Traveled through  
  the snow

CLUES DOWN

1. Clues

2. Do again

3. Current unit

4. Neither

5. Corporate exec  
 (abbr.)

6. Second sight

7. The absence of  
 mental stress

8. Supplemented with  
 difficulty

9. Stop for good

10. College dorm  
  worker

11. Bones

12. Most supernatural

16. Spanish island

17. Unlimited

18. Where golfers begin

22. No charge

25. Print errors

27. Professional drivers

28. Kiss box set

29. Short, fine fibers

30. Administers  
  punishment

32. Czech city

34. Normal or sound  
  powers of mind

35. The academic world

36. Crustacean

37. Currency

38. Pastoral people of  

  Tanzania or Kenya

40. Cloth spread over a  
  coffin

41. Grouped together

42. On land

43. Glistened

45. A type of extension

48. One who assists

51. College sports  
  conference

52. Zero

53. Midway between  
  northeast and east

54. Type of screen

56. The 13th letter of  
  the Greek alphabet


