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Fountain Hills Dark
Sky Preservation
ramping up efforts

Maintain town’s International
Dark Sky Community
designation

By Bob Burns
INDEPENDEWWNT NEWSMEDIA

The construction of the Interna-
tional Dark Sky Discovery Center in
Fountain Hills is an obvious physical
reminder of the efforts in the commu-
nity to preserve and educate the pop-
ulation about light pollution and its
negative effects on people, plants and
animals.

There is also work going on behind
the scenes as the Discovery Center
aims to open its doors to the public lat-
er this year.

Fountain Hills Dark Sky Preser-
vation is now under the International
Dark Sky Discovery Center’s 501c3
and functions as an operating com-
mittee overseeing the Dark Sky Fes-
tival, Dark Sky Champion program
and community education/awareness
efforts, according to John Craft, vice

® See Nature on page 2

STATE OF THE TOWN

Fountain Hills Mayor Gerry Friedel greets residents following his State of the Town address Wednesday, Jan. 25. (Independent Newsmedia/Bob Burns)

Mayor Gerry Friedel delivers his inaugural address

Large crowd turns out to
hear mayor’s speech

By Bob Burns
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
Fountian Hills Mayor Gerry Frie-
del delivered his inaugural State
of the Town address to a capacity
crowd of residents, staff and dig-

\ \FOUNTAIN HiLLS/ |
\ FAVoriTES / A

THE ELECTION MAY BE OVER, BUT WE STILL NEED
YOUR VOTE FOR YOUR FOUNTAIN HILLS FAVORITES!

\\“‘Voting round - January 15th - February 15th, 2025
‘ Winners announced: March 12, 2025
FHEYOURVALLEY.NET

nitaries at the Community Center
Wednesday morning, Jan. 25.

Friedel opened his remarks stat-
ing that success is achieved when
everyone works together toward
common goals for the community.

“The theater deals in drama,”
Friedel said. “We have town busi-
ness to deal with. I pledge to do
that.”

He continued with praise for
town staff saying they carry the
heavy load.

“(The council) sets policy,” Frie-
del said. “The staff implements pol-
icy and runs the town operations.”

He introduced several key staff
members and began to outline ongo-

® Sce State of the Town on page 2
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ing projects the town is involved in.

The town currently has $5.2 million
in paving projects ongoing in the com-
munity, according to Friedel. He also
announced that there is an effort to plan
for reconstruction on Palomino Boule-
vard after the new fiscal year begins in
July. Palomino Boulevard is a location
where many citizen complaints come
from regarding road conditions.

Friedel also stated that the coun-
cil has allocated additional funding to
wash maintenance in Fountain Hills.
He said the town realizes there is a se-
rious problem with fire and flooding
hazards posed in the washes, and the
additional funding will help address
those issues.

Friedel also discussed the ongo-
ing multi-million-dollar flood control
project taking place at Golden Ea-
gle Park. The park location is where
three washes come together at a des-
ignated flood detention basin. Flood-
ing several years ago caused signifi-
cant damage to park facilities.

Friedel said the park is a major as-
set to the town drawing sports tour-
naments and other events. He said
the current project is designed to con-
trol waterflow and mitigate its ability
to cause damage.

Friedel also made a significant an-
nouncement regarding the Park Place
development slated for the downtown
area but has experienced significant
delays. He said the developer is in the
final stages of closing on financing for
the project and work may begin by
mid- to late spring on the next phase
of the mixed-use commercial/resi-
dential development.

Friedel singled out Joe and Nancy
Bill who have devoted more than a
decade of their life to the Internation-
al Dark Sky Discovery Center gar-
nering more than 550 donors inter-
nationally. The 23,000 square-foot
science facility is under construction
aiming for a soft opening in the fall,
Friedel said.

The town is nearing completion
on a significant infill sidewalk proj-
ect creating six to seven new miles
of sidewalk contributing to pedestri-
an safety. The bulk of the project is
grant funded.

“I' want you to understand, these ar-
en’t Gerry’s projects,” Friedel said. “It
is really staff, developers and people
like the Bills behind these projects.”

Friedel applauded the success of
the first year of Fountain Hills Fire
Department operations as a town de-
partment. He acknowledged his pre-
decessor, former Mayor Ginny Dick-
ey, for her inspiration and efforts to
end the contract emergency services

and bring them in house.

“There has been no reduction in
services, and they are doing a great
job,” Friedel said.

There are new initiatives that the
mayor is bringing to the town includ-
ing a Mayor’s Business Spotlight to
appreciate those who made Fountain
Hills the base for their business. He
also announced that in March they
will initiate a Veteran of the Month
program to recognize individuals
from among the 2,800 veterans who
live in Fountain Hills.

Future efforts

Friedel said he made a 100-day
pledge when he took office to bring
accountability to the office. “You
have a right to know what is going on
in this town,” Friedel said.

He announced the formation of a
law enforcement advisory commit-
tee to look at “what makes sense” for
Fountain Hills, possibly having law
enforcement follow the path of fire and
emergency medical services away from
a contract service with the Maricopa
County Sheriff’s Office. Friedel said he
had spoken with Sheriff Jerry Sheridan
who is supporting the process.

“This is not a reflection on the
deputies who serve us in the commu-
nity,” Friedel said. “They do a great
job for this town.”

Another committee forming to assist

in planning is an Economic Develop-
ment Committee, which has met once,
and additional information regarding
this group will be forthcoming.

Friedel said they would continue
to set aside money for the future re-
placement of the liner for Fountain
Lake. “The liner is in good shape
now, but we know we will need to do
this, and it will be an expensive proj-
ect,” Friedel said. “We don’t want to
have to tell residents we have a $10
million to $15 million project we
didn’t plan for.”

Friedel noted that $5 million has
already been set aside.

He said the council will work with
staff to prioritize and do all they can to
address the backlog in street repairs.
He also noted he has scheduled and
already met with some of the town’s
working partners related to utility
services, including SRP, EPCOR
Water and the Sanitary District.

“We want to improve communi-
cation, and we are thankful to have
these good partners,” Friedel said.

Friedel closed his remarks with a
pledge for government transparency.

“You have a moral right to know
what is going on in the community,”
Friedel said.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are commaitted to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines. Bob Burns can be reached at bburns@
iniusa.org.

Dementia caregiver summit is Feb. 8

Second annual event held at
Community Center

To help ease stress and provide
vital assistance to caregivers of those
with cognitive impairment, the Town
of Fountain Hills and Dementia
Friendly Fountain Hills will host its
second annual Dementia Caregiver
Summit on Saturday, Feb. 8, 2025.

The program is titled, “Empowering
Dementia Caregivers: Strategies for Sup-
port, Communication & Self-Care.” The

goal is to offer skills, techniques and strate-
gies to relieve the stress of caregiving, build
resilience and find joy and hope while
dealing with a long and difficult journey.
Statistics show dementia caregivers
suffer chronic illnesses or die prematurely
due to the stress associated with caregiv-
ing, It is estimated that Arizona’s popula-
tion will soon exceed 150,000 people who
have dementia and are over the age of 65.
The summit takes place from 8:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Fountain Hills Communi-
ty Center, 13001 N. La Montana Drive.

“Being a caregiver is exceptionally
draining, both mentally and physical-
ly,” said Fountain Hills Councilmem-
ber Peggy McMahon. “We hope this
summit lets folks know they’re not
alone, there are resources available
and a whole community to lean on.”

Diseases grouped under the general
term “dementia” are caused by abnormal
brain changes. Dementia symptoms trig-
ger a decline in thinking skills, also known
as cognitive abilities, severe enough to im-
pair daily life and independent function.

Several highly qualified and dy-
namic speakers will present and take
questions from the audience. Vendors
will also help connect those who at-
tend with dementia caregiver related
resources and/or services. A buffet
breakfast is included with the event. As
a bonus, attendees can attend a free vir-
tual dementia tour the day before, on
Friday, Feb. 7. Registration is required.

Full details and to register visit
fountainhillsaz.gov/850/Demen-
tia-Friendly-Fountain-Hills.
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president for International Dark
Sky Discovery Center board of di-
rectors and lead for the Preservation
group.“We are raising awareness of
the advantages of keeping our skies
dark,” Craft said. “We are not light-
ing compliance cops.

“This is about using ‘smart’ out-
door lighting.”

Key objectives include using soft
lighting and keeping it shielded to-
ward the ground. Craft said there are
also some locations using parking lot
lighting activated by motion censors
that turn on when people pull into a
parking spot and turn off after they
have left the vehicle.

Most lighting issues are related to
businesses, and the Fountain Hills
Chamber of Commerce and the
Town of Fountain Hills are cooper-
ating with Dark Sky Preservation to
get the word out to businesses and
commercial properties, according to
Craft.

Dark Sky Preservation has devel-
oped a recognition program, Dark
Sky Champion, to encourage busi-
nesses and organizations to learn
about and implement lighting prac-
tices that help maintain dark skies.

A release describing the program
states, “Dark Sky Champion is a
community award presented to rec-
ognized organizations and business
entities that, by their very actions
exemplify leadership qualities and
practices in support of Fountain Hills’
certification as a Dark Sky Commu-
nity.”

The Champion award will be re-
served for organizations and entities
that by their own volition have met
measured attributes or engaged in
Dark Sky Preservation to assist in
achieving compliance.

It is anticipated that award recog-
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DEGEORGE PARTNERS

REALTORS®

Don’t make a move without us.

Karen DeGeorge

COMING SOON!

The observatory dome for the International Dark

Sky Discovery Center in Fountain Hills is com- 14850 E Grandview Dr #226
pleted and is being shipped from the factory in - 3 bed, 2 bath, 2,059 sq ft
lllinois. It is expected to arrive in Fountain Hills " 889,000

within the week to be reassembled on the build-

ing. (Photo courtesy of International Dark Sky UNDER CONTRACT
Discovery Center) T mi il SR : '-
nition will be presented at a semi-an- ——
nual public awards presentation.

The measured standards are de-
scribed as meeting or exceeding the :
town’s exterior lighting standards 1476 N Harper Dr 15230 N San Diego Cr

with shielded lights, CCT warm 2(2:bGed+d|628220%0T,]7§5 nggo . (;\IOFTQ HsiggféGerT:/
: s 1: , POO uilt — $714, 5 bed. 4 bat pool/ spa
i;giis‘[rl::;ail’slan 3000K and avoiding 3527 sq ft, single level - $1,195,000

Businesses that, where appro-
priate, promote complaint lighting - .
products/services and have been a - il 'u il .Ew{"
supporter of dark sky events. ! e ‘l'-- :

Individuals, HOAs and building '

owners are also eligible for recogni- —~ - :
tion when they maintain compliance 17237 E. Grande Blvd #206 14825 E Cholula Drive #29
with exterior lighting policies and $508,000 $1,050,000
practices and strive to meet or exceed
local standards for exterior lighting.
Candidate selection will be done
by a selection committee involving
Dark Sky Preservation, the town and
Chamber of Commerce. Referrals
will come from those involved with
these entities. Site visits will take
place with follow-up findings and
recommendations.

Paul’s Ace Hardware is participat- { See all of our |istings at
ing as a vendor to provide products www.degeorgepartners.com

and information related to dark sky
compliance in Fountain Hills. A store
display is expected shortly. 4 8 0 - 2 2 5 - 3 7 6 6
Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa. 16872 E Ave of the Fountains #103,
org. We are commaitted to publishing a wide variety

r;uuu|1|n LS O mMs &

14951 E Desert Willow Drive #4 16155 E Links Dr

$653,250 $815,000

of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Croility
Guidelines. Bob Burns can be reached at bburns@
iniusa.org.
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FYI

Deputy responses
to recent calls

Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office
district 7 substation based in Foun-
tain Hills is reporting that depu-
ties responded to the following calls
during the week from Thursday, Jan.
23 through Jan. 29.

Thursday, Jan. 23
*Town hall was closed and evacu-
ated in the 16000 block of Avenue of
the Fountains after a subject placed a
suspicious package in the MCSO re-
ception area of the town hall building
resulting in the building being evacu-

ated until the package could be veri-
fied safe.

Friday, Jan. 24

*Deputies received a report from a
business in the 17000 block of Shea
Blvd. that an unknown subject called
the business and made a threat to
commit a shooting at the business.

*A resident of the 16000 block of
Ashbrook Drive reported that a sub-
ject was harassing a roommate by text

Maricopa County Sheriff’s weekly report

message.

Saturday, Jan. 25

*A resident of the 14000 block of
Calle Del Oro reported that an un-
known subject entered a residence
without permission, grabbed proper-
ty belonging to the homeowner, then
left the residence.

*Deputies received a report from a
driver that while attempting to back
out of a parking space at a business a
piece of rebar sticking up from a park-
ing curb caught the vehicle’s bumper
causing damage to the vehicle.

Sunday, Jan. 26

*Deputies responded to the 16000
block of Shea Blvd. where it was
reported that an unknown subject
shoplifted items from a business.

*Deputies responded to Sunridge
and Sierra Madre Drives where it
was reported that an unknown driver
had struck a stop sign causing it to fall
over then left the area without mak-
ing a report.

*A resident of the 16000 block of
Ashbrook Drive reported a tenant

at a rental property attempted to
fraudulently assume ownership of the
property by contacting the mortgage
company and requesting to assume
the loan without speaking to the
homeowner.

Monday, Jan. 27
*A resident of the 15000 block of
Trevino Drive reported that an un-
known subject made online threats to
the complainant.

Tuesday, Jan. 28

*Deputies responded to the 13000
block of Fountain Hills Blvd. where it
was reported that an unknown driver
struck an unattended vehicle in the
parking lot of a business then fled the
area without reporting the incident.
No injuries were reported.

*A resident of the 13000 block of
Hamilton Drive reported a violation
of a court order.

*Deputies made a traffic stop on
Fountain Hills Boulevard at Iron-
wood Drive. The driver was stopped
for failure to stop at a stop sign. Upon
contacting the driver deputies initiat-

ed a DUI investigation. Deputies re-
port the driver was found to be well
under the legal limit but was in pos-
session of an open container of alco-
hol in the vehicle deputies reported.
The driver was issued a criminal ci-
tation.

*A resident reported that an un-
known subject removed the vic-
tim’s vehicle keys from their gym
bag while participating in a sporting
event then stole the victim’s vehicle
from the parking lot of a park in the
14000 block of Del Cambre Avenue.

*Deputies responded to Palisades
and Shea boulevards for a report-
ed traffic collision. MCSO reported
the collision occurred after a driver
dropped an item on the floorboard
and attempted to retrieve it while
driving. The driver drifted out of their
travel lane and side swiped another
vehicle. No injuries were reported, no
vehicles were towed.

*A resident of the 16000 block of
Ashbrook Drive reported that the
complainant’s roommate took their
property without permission and do-
nated it to a thrift store.
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Week of Feb. 5 - Feb. 11

Fountain Hills Community Center
is maintaining its schedule of week-
day events at the Community Cen-
ter, 13001 N. La Montana Drive at
the Cutillo Civic Center. Activities
and events generally require a Com-
munity Center membership for atten-
dance

Activities are scheduled as follows:

Wednesday, Feb. 5
*8 a.m., Back fit with Pilates.
*9 a.m., Video gentle yoga; inter-
mediate bridge; care cards.
*10 a.m., Open paint studio.

*12 p.m., Poker.
*1 p.m., Scrabble/Rummikub;
Euchre.

*2 p.m., Open jam session; Arizo-
na Travel Series #2.
*5:45 p.m., Bunco.
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Check out upcoming activities

*6:30 p.m., Ukulele for beginners.

Thursday, Feb. 6

*8 a.m., Peer led exercise; aerobic
chair exercise.

*9 a.m., Video gentle yoga/Pilates;
Tech Time with Mark.

*9:30 a.m., Beginner line dancing.

*10 a.m., Open paint studio; Span-
ish Club.

*11 Quilts & More.

*1 p.m., Table talk/women; Hand
& Foot Cards; advanced Mah Jongg;
mid/high improv line dancing; Gold-
en Age of Radio; Great Decisions;
No Greater Love.

*4 p.m., Poker.

*5 p.m., Open paint studio; movie.

*6 p.m., Social dancing.

Friday, Feb. 7
*8 a.m., Back fit with Pilates.
*9 a.m., Aerobic chair exercise; in-
termediate bridge; Pinochle.

*1 p.m., Open table tennis; Mexi-
can train dominoes; Woodcarvers/ta-
ble top art; board games/Rummikub;
traditional Mah Jongg; Siamese Mah
Jongg; Matter of Balance; documen-
tary series.

*2:30 p.m., Legal consultations
(appointment required).

Saturday, Feb. 8
*Available for special events.

Sunday, Feb. 9
*Available for events.

Monday, Feb. 10

*8 a.m., Back fit with Pilates.

*9 a.m., Geri fit/fall prevention;
open table tennis.

*10 a.m., Men’s Discussion Group.

*10:30 a.m., Conversational Span-
ish.

*11:45 a.m., Duplicate bridge.

*12 p.m., Poker.

*12:30 p.m., American Sign Lan-
guage.

*1 p.m., Cribbage; Pinochle; be-
ginner Mah Jongg; High beg./low
improv line dancing.

*2:30 p.m., Mah Jongg lessons.

*5 p.m., Aerobic chair exercise;
Hand & Foot Cards.

*6:30 p.m., Mystery Book Club.

Tuesday, Feb. 11

*8 a.m., Peer led exercise; aerobic
chair exercise.

*9 a.m., Video gentle yoga; wom-
en’s poker.

*9:30 a.m.,
dancing.

*10 a.m., Hooks & Needles; open
paint studio.

*10:30 a.m., Veterans to Veterans.

*12 p.m., American Sign Lan-
guage.

*1 p.m., Bingo; Mah Jongg; movie.

Intermediate line

Bernard
(Bernie)
Burl

Bernard (Bernie) Burl,
87, of Casa Grande, AZ,
formerly of Fountain

Hills, passed away
peacefully on Jan 19th at
home.

Born Jan 3lst, 1937
in Frostburg, MD. He
was the son of the late
Thomas Burl and Freda
(Quinn) Burl. In addition
to his parents, he was
preceded in death by
a brother Arthur Burl;

a half-sister, Davanna
Quinn and a stepson,
Dion Hartsock. Bernie
attended Beall High
School and was a driver
for the Kelly Springfield
Tire Company.

Bernie is survived by
his loving wife Grace
(Kifer) Hartsock Burl,

3 sisterin-laws Dolores
(Warren} Howsare,

Clearville, PA; Lee
Kifer, Bedford, PA and
Cathy (Ted) Beers
Shelsby, Darlington,
MD; 2 nephews Brian
Howsare, Wiley Ford,
WYV and Carlton (Shan-
non) Kifer, Niceville,
FL; one niece Carisa
(Brad) Bowser and 3
great nieces Morgan
and Carlee Bowser and
Lilly Kifer and 1 great
nephew, Lincoln Kifer.
Bernie dearly loved his
nieces and nephews. He
was elated when they
would come to visit.
Most of them got to visit
him before he passed
away.

Bernie was an avid
car buff. He loved

Mustangs, especially
ROUSH Mustangs. He
was a member of the
Southern AZ Mustang
Club, Mustang Club

of America and the
ROUSH Owners and
Enthusiasts. He and
Grace traveled the US
to car shows and events
all over from east to west
and north to south. This
earned them the coveted
Jack Roush Award and
the Grace and Bernie
“Many miles and many
smiles” Award. It was
through these travels
that he met and made so
many friends that have
blessed his life. Bernie
loved driving from
Fountain Hills to Tucson

*5:30 p.m., Open table tennis.

for the SAMC meetings
and events. He was
“Mustanger of the Year”
for SAMC in 1997.

Bernie was a former
member of Graceland
Baptist Church in Short
Gap, WV, Christ’s
Church of Fountain
Hills, AZ; North Chapel,
Fountain Hills and was
presently attending
Pinal County Cowboy
Church in Casa Grande,
AZ. Bernie loved his
Lord and enjoyed doing
Mission trips, feeding
the homeless, taking care
of the church vans; the
weekly Bible studies and
the Retired and Ram-
bling group activities.

At Bernie’s request

he will be cremated. A
casual Celebration of
Life Service will be held
on Feb 15th at 2:00 pm
at the ] Warren Funeral
Services, 525 N. Peart
Road, Casa Grande,
AZ. In honor of Bernie
please wear your favorite
car, truck, NASCAR, or
club shirt. A reception
will follow. If you plan to
attend, please let Grace
know so she can give

a count to the catering
service.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to the
Pinal County Cowboy
Church; Reigning
Grace Ranch; St Jude’s
Children’s Hospital or a
charity of your choice.
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OPINIONS

Take the
Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide
an open forum for our readers. We
hope to stimulate debate, not to
dominate or control it. We reserve
the right to edit our opinions, and
we insist on civility. Please include
your name and phone number, so
we can contact you for clarifica-
tion or confirmation. We welcome
your photo. All opinions must be no
more than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion
writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two
opinions for publication during a
calendar month. Two submissions
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission
is the responsibility of the person
who submitted it.

Speak Up

‘We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation
or even danger to their families
and/or careers. Pen names are
an important part of our nation’s
history.

Corrections
We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with
a letter.

Can citizens save America’s
broken politics?

After observing American pol-
itics for more than six decades, I
never imagined it could sink this
low.

I realize that criticizing either
Donald Trump or Joe Biden will
offend many...Biden and Harris
leaned far left of common-sense
Americans and abused the separa-
tion of powers to impose their agen-
da. Meanwhile, Trump and Vance
are authoritarians with little respect
for the Constitution, using their
power to reward supporters and
punish dissenters.

Our Constitution established a
government with a separation of
powers because the Founders did
not want an all-powerful president.
Yet both Biden and Trump have
disregarded constitutional limits
on their power — something that
should concern all of us, regardless
of political affiliation...

As a citizen, you can take action:

+ Speak out against overreaching
presidents and in favor of our consti-
tutional separation of powers.

+ Don’t idolize politicians, espe-
cially those who claim to be our “sav-
ior.” All humans are flawed; none are
perfect.

+ Break out of partisan echo cham-
bers. Expose yourself to diverse view-
points, think independently, and en-
gage in honest, civil discussions.

+ Don’t demonize friends who
disagree. Listen respectfully, seek
understanding, and learn from each
other.

+ Support the American Promise
constitutional amendment to limit
political spending so ordinary citizens
— not just billionaires — have a voice
in our democratic republic.

+ Back the Open Primaries move-
ment to ensure Americans don’t have

to join a political party to have a say
in choosing candidates.

+ Consider alternatives like No La-
bels or the Forward Party instead of
supporting major parties that priori-
tize power over national interest.

Joe Smyth

SCOTTSDALE

This opinion is edited for length and
can be read in full online at yourval-
ley. net/stories/can-citizens-save-amer-
icas-broken-politics, 560038

It’s always the season to be
an angel for a neighbor in
need

We’ve just completed the Christ-
mas season. We passed by trees
where we could pick paper orna-
ments and generously buy a toy for
a child. Or maybe we chose to adopt
a family through our churches and
community organizations. It’s prac-
tical, easy and heart-warming when
we know the specific needs of a
child or family.

At St. Vincent de Paul we won-
dered: What if that kind of “adopt
a family” happened year-round?...
How many people could we save
from hardships and homeless-
ness...?

That’s the hope St. Vincent de
Paul offers with its Angels on Call
program, an app-based “adopt a
family” experience. When our so-
cial work team identifies families
facing financial hardship, they load
their profiles and stories into the
program’s app. Through notifica-
tions, the app shares the needs of
local families with a compassion-
ate community of donor “Angels”
ready and willing to help...

We have 440 Angels who have
signed up by downloading Angels
on Call in the App Store or Goo-
gle Play. And I know from living in

Arizona for many years that if more
Arizonans knew about Angels on
Call, we might have thousands of
Angels. But it starts with someone
being number 441...
Ryan Corry
CHIEF PHILANTHROPY OFFICER,
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
PHOENIX
This opinion is edited for length and
can be read in full online at yourvalley.
net/stories/its-always-the-season-rto-be-
an-angel-for-an-arizona-neighbor-in-
need,558134.

$125 million in subsidies?
Challenging Arizona’s
Hollywood handouts

Arizona politicians are eagerly
forking over public funds to film
companies that make movies in
state — leaving taxpayers on the
hook for up to $125 million in sub-
sidies every year.

But tax dollars should fund gov-
ernment functions — not movies.
That’s why the Goldwater Institute
has filed a lawsuit on behalf of two
taxpayers, challenging Arizona’s
unconstitutional tax subsidies for
filmmakers.

Arizona has seen this picture be-
fore. Two decades ago, the Arizo-
na Legislature enacted an “incen-
tive” program for motion picture
production that ended up costing
the state millions, with little to
show for it. After the state’s own
reports showed that lavish Holly-
wood handouts failed to generate
even enough indirect benefits to the
state to justify the program, it was
allowed to expire in the wake of the
Great Recession.

Then in 2022, when the state
legislature controlled a $5.3 billion

+ See Opinions on page 7
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surplus, film industry executives
and lobbyists who for years had
failed to revive a subsidy program
seized their chance to get back in on
the action. They cobbled together
enough votes to enact the Arizona
Motion Picture Production Pro-
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gram, which provides up to $125
million in refundable tax credits
each year to qualified film produc-
tion projects.

“Refundable” means that if a
film company qualifies for more in
credits than they owe in taxes, the
state cuts them a check! That’s even
worse than the old program, which
only allowed for “transferable”
credits, meaning the recipient could

transfer or sell the credit to someone
else, but the state didn’t directly
send them cash.

In short, the sequel is worse than
the failed original...

Parker Jackson

STAFF ATTORNEY, GOLDWATER

INSTITUTE

This opinion was edited for length

and can be read in full online at

yourvalley.net/stories/lights-cam-

era-125-million-in-subsidies-chal-
lenging-arizonas-hollywood-hand-
outs,558115.

More online

Approved letters are published at
fhtimes.com throughout the week.
They will be published in the paper,

space permitting,

Fountain Hills’ dark skies
provide great view

By Bob Burns
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

With the International Dark Sky
Discovery Center quickly rising out
of the ground in the Cutillo Civic
Plaza area of Fountain Hills, it is no
surprise that the town touts its dark
sky credentials by reminding people
of unusual or unique celestial events
taking place in the heavens.

Right now, astronomers are talking
about an unusual planetary alignment
that will be visible largely to the na-
ked eye over the next few weeks.

Vicky Derksen, host of the Night
Sky Tourist podcast and serves on
dark sky boards in Fountain Hills
is posting to her social media sites,
“The Parade of Planets: Your Quick

Planetary alignment provides celestial showcase

Guide.”

“All five visible planets—Venus,
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars and soon Mer-
cury—are viewable in the night sky
right now,” Derksen said. “You can
spot most of these cosmic neighbors
after dinner with your naked eye.
Mercury will join low on the western
horizon in late February.

“Neptune and Uranus are also part
of this celestial lineup, but you’ll need
a telescope to see them.

Best part. This isn’t a one-night
event. The parade lasts for several
weeks, giving you plenty of chances
to stargaze. Head outside after sunset
and look west.”

Besides her podcast, Derksen is
a member of the International Dark
Sky Discovery Center board of direc-
tors as well as the Fountain Hills Dark
Sky Association. She is also a mem-

Vicky Derksen with her telescope sets up for a
Star Dudes program. (Photo courtesy of Vicky
Derksen/Clayton Corey photo)

ber of the “Star Dudes,” who bring
out their telescopes to offer people a

view of the dark skies.

Fountain Hills was designated as
an International Dark Sky Commu-
nity in 2018, just the 17th such lo-
cations in the world at the time. It
is still the only dark sky designated
community in proximity to a major
metropolitan area.

The International Dark Sky Dis-
covery Center will feature the Hy-
perspace Planetarium and an obser-
vatory with a 27.5-inch PlaneWave
Telescope, the largest telescope in the
Phoenix area. The facility will also
include the Inspiration Theater, Im-
mersion Zone and Einstein Explora-
tion Station.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are commutted to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines. Bob Burns can be reached at bburns@
iniusa.org.

Civility
Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues.

“INDEPENDENT

i ¥ g

[ Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the
person. Refrain from demonizing others for their opinions.
Assume those you disagree with are, like you, genuinely
interested in improving the community.

[0 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults,
name-calling, harassment and threats directed at another
person — or that person'’s race, gender, religion, ethnicity,
etc. — have no place in civil discussions. Find ways to
respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

[ Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts.
Value honesty. Make only accurate statements when
making your point and avoid exaggeration and stereotypes.

When appropriate, cite your sources of information that
others may question.

O Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as
opinions (not stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent
the views of others or falsely claim your opinions represent
someone else. If quoting the words of others, identify and
credit the source.

O Listen and learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen
to those we disagree with (as well as those we support) and
be genuine in our attempts to understand their point of
view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully seeking out views
that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with
others, look for even small areas of agreement — which can
be the gateway to working together for the greater good.

[0 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether
it involves your own information or those with whom you
disagree. Revealing private information about someone
else is rude, unethical, potentially harmful and, in many
cases, illegal.

[ Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online

as well as in public and in your interaction with others.
Encourage others to practice these civil behaviors. And it's
OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be courteous,
respectful and helpful in your approach.
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Race cars, motorcycles,
helicopters and more
on display

Phoenix Children’s 11th annual
Concours in the Hills will take place
Saturday, Feb. 15, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Fountain Park.

The “Greatest Car Show on Grass”
will showcase breathtaking cars, mo-
torcycles, helicopters and military
vehicles, all supporting Phoenix Chil-
dren’s Center for Cancer and Blood
Disorders as well as the Cardiotho-
racic Surgery Support Fund, accord-
ing to a press release.

Concours in the Hills creator Pe-
ter Volny built a thriving advertising
business around promoting the auto-
mobile industry. Migrating to Arizo-
na, a “mecca’ for car collectors, he

Concours in the Hills is Feb. 15

The 11th annual Concours in the Hills will com-
mence Saturday, Feb. 15, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Fountain Park. (Photo courtesy of Concours in
the Hills)

turned his passion for speed and ex-
otic cars into the premier auto show
that draws car enthusiasts from across
the Southwest.

As a childhood cancer survivor,
Phoenix Children’s is a cause near to
Volny’s heart.

“We are honored to be celebrating
the 11th anniversary of Concours in
the Hills in 2024,” Volny said. “The
car enthusiast community is just as
generous as it is passionate, creating
a truly special event that attracts par-
ticipants from across the country and
around the world.”

While the money raised has always
gone to Phoenix Children’s, Volny
handed the reigns of the event over
to Phoenix Children’s in 2022. The
auxiliary group, PCHS50, now leads
Concours in the Hills, with member
Dr. Kris Birkeland as chair.

The group, also known as “The
Fifty,” has a mission to harness the
energy, enthusiasm and experience
of 50 driven community leaders as
the next generation of supporters of
Phoenix Children’s.

The show is organized into sections

for domestics, imports, race cars, lim-
ited-edition exotics, off-road and mo-
torcycles. Helicopters on display will
range from civilian to military.

The show is supported by leading
car clubs and dealers, including Fer-
rari, Lamborghini, Porsche, McLar-
en, Corvette, Viper, Ford GT, Audi,
BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Mustang,
Jaguar, Cadillac, Lotus and others.

The value of vehicles is many hun-
dreds of millions, with several indi-
vidual cars worth over $10 million,
the release said.

Concours in the Hills began in
2014 with 220 cars and 3,000 spec-
tators. In 2024, there were approxi-
mately 50,000 spectators, 1,200 ve-
hicles and more than 100 vendor and
sponsor booths.

Event admission and parking are
free to spectators.

Contract with
Kimley-Horn for $99,891

By Bob Burns
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Fountain Hills Town Council
has approved an amendment to an ex-
isting agreement with Kimley-Horn
and Associates to complete the design
phase of a widening project on Shea
Boulevard through Fountain Hills.

The council voted unanimously to
approve $99,891.39 to complete the
project design.

The Shea Boulevard widening
project has been part of the Maricopa
Association of Governments Arterial
Life Cycle Program which is partially
funded through the county half-cent
transportation sales tax. The work

Town Council approves funding to complete design for Shea Boulevard widening

would be done in Fountain Hills with
a grant of approximately $1.8 million,
70% of the total cost. The town is re-
sponsible for funding the remainder.

There are two sections to the Shea
work. The portion of the project being
addressed with this funding includes
the eastbound lanes between Pali-
sades and Fountain Hills boulevards.
It would be widened to three lanes as
the westbound side already is.

Public Works Director Justin
Weldy told the council in his staff
report that Kimley-Horn submitted
completed plans in late 2022, howev-
er, it was determined that additional
engineering would be needed after
geotechnical evaluations regarding
slope stability.

This section of Shea Boulevard between Fountain
Hills and Palisades boulevards is slated to be
widened within the next few years. (Independent
Newsmedia/Bob Burns)

“These investigations, performed
by RAMM Engineering, have now
been completed allowing the project
to proceed,” Weldy said.

Kimley-Horn will analyze the geo-
technical finding and develop design
alternatives for slope stability, and

incorporate the preferred alternative
into the design, according to Weldy.
He told the council that it might re-
quire retaining walls where the slope
is too steep to obtain an acceptable
slope for stability.

The plans are expected to be com-
pleted within Fiscal Year 2025, al-
lowing construction to begin in FY
2026, according to Weldy.

The funding for the additional
work is to come from the town’s Cap-
ital Improvement Fund. The motion
included authorization for budget
transfers if necessary.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines. Bob Burns can be reached at bburns@
iniusa.org.
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ENTERTAINMENT

PASS THE BATON

River of Time welcomes new executive director

Sherri Starkey takes on new
leadership role

By Cyrus Guccione
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

With soon-to-be former Executive
Director Cherie Koss stepping down
from her leadership post, the River
of Time Museum board has chosen
its new executive director to lead the
museum into its next chapter.

Effective Feb. 1, Sherri Starkey will
be the new executive director at the
River of Time Museum & Exploration
Center, bringing with her a wealth of
experience in the museum world.

Starkey has served as a board
member for the Museum Association
of Arizona (MAA) for over five years
and has consulted for several muse-
ums throughout Arizona including
the Deer Valley Petroglyph Preserve,
the Maricopa County Justice Muse-
um, the S’edav Va’aki Museum (for-
merly Pueblo Grande Museum) and
the Tubac Presidio, to name a few.

She also consulted for the River of
Time Museum during its 2018 Gala,

“Taste of P
Bar Ranch.”
Most  re-
cently, Star-
key served as
the director
of  museum
operations at
the Heritage
Square Foun-
dation  and
acting admin-
istration man-
ager at the
International
Rescue Com-
mittee.
Starkey holds an Associate of Ap-
plied Science degree in Early Child-
hood Education from Northland Pi-
oneer College, a Bachelor of Arts in
Elementary Education from Prescott
College and a Master’s in Museum
Studies from Arizona State University.

Sherri Starkey is the new
executive director at the
River of Time Museum &
Exploration Center in Foun-
tain Hills. (Photo courtesy
of Sherri Starkey)

Water a priority
An Arizona native, Starkey says
focusing on water and the desert is
very close to her heart.

“I've got a lot of ideas but always
want to tie back to our mission to
engage, entertain, educate and in-
spire people about the Lower Verde
Valley, the river that runs through it,
and the life that water brings to the
desert,” Starkey says. “For me per-
sonally, I really want to do more with
the desert flora and fauna and help
people understand more about desert
gardening.”

Starkey says the museum’s rela-
tionship with the Fort McDowell
Yavapai Nation in offering tours on
the reservation is central to its mission
of understanding the lives of those
who came before. She is currently
developing new events and program-
ming and plans to expand on the mu-
seum’s outreach and collaborations
with the local business and nonprofit
community.

Paying homage to its outgoing ex-
ecutive director, Starkey says Koss
led the museum during one of its
darkest periods, the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when roughly a third of small
museums around the country closed
and never reopened.

“This is my ninth year at the mu-
seum and to put that much time into
it, you really hope that the things you
work towards can be continued and
transition well,” Koss said. “Our vi-
sions are very aligned.”

Starkey says for the past few weeks,
she has become a sponge as she learns
as much as she can in preparation for
her new role.

Taking the reigns at the River of
Time, Starkey says she feels blessed
to be part of a community that appre-
ciates the art, history and culture of
the Lower Verde Valley.

“ If there’s anything you’d like to
discuss or if you simply wish to get
acquainted, please don’t hesitate to
reach out,” Starkey said in her ad-
dress to the community last week.
“Your insights and expertise are in-
valuable to our collective success.”

To contact the museum executive
director, call 480-837-2612 or send an
email to director@riveroftime.center.
Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines. Cyrus Guccione can be reached at
COUCCIONe@INTUSA. 072

Cherie Koss

Former executive director
leaves post after nine years

By Cyrus Guccione
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Before the doors open at the L.
Alan Cruikshank River of Time
Museum & Exploration Center in

bids farewell to River of Time Museum

Fountain Hills, Cherie Koss looked
forward to showing up before anyone
arrived to get work done.

In those early hours, she imagined
the characters living inside the mu-
seum coming to life, envisioning the
stories they might tell if they could
move and speak.

“It’s sort of the ‘Night at the Mu-

seum’ idea, that when we’re not here,
some of the statues and things have
their own lives,” Koss said. “I just
imagined all the different characters
that are alive and moving around. It’s
special to come into a place like this.”

After nine years, Koss is stepping
down from her post as the executive
director of the museum, taking with

her countless memories, a deep ap-
preciation for the community’s histo-
ry and the impact of the connections
she’s fostered through her work.
“I've met the goals that I set for
myself when I took over and I have
some other things I want to be do-

® See Museum on page 12
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Museum

* From page 10

ing,” Koss said. “It’s time for me pro-
fessionally to pursue some new chal-
lenges.”

Planning to pursue consulting and
contract work, Koss says she hopes to
reengage with her passion of educat-
ing people.

With a degree in natural resource
interpretation, Koss spent nearly 20
years at the San Diego Zoo which has
received numerous awards for its ex-
hibits, programs and conservation ef-
forts since its establishment in 1916.

What Koss enjoyed the most was
developing programs that were inter-
active - that sparked people’s imagi-
nation and got them involved.

“Wildlife education is my passion
and T hope to get back to working
with some zoos, aquariums and mu-
seums,” she added.

As Koss passes the baton to in-
coming Executive Director Sherri
Starkey, she does so knowing that
her work will continue, including the
work done during the 18 months that

“It’s time for me professionally to
pursue some new challenges.”

Cherie Koss
Former executive director of the River of Time Museum &
Exploration Center

the museum was closed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

During that time, Koss and her
dedicated staff secured several grants
to rebrand and renovate the museum
and obtained its Museum Operations
Certification from the American Alli-
ance of Museums.

The museum board established its
first long-range strategic plan and se-
cured a multi-format publicity strate-
gy during the pandemic.

“We really accomplished a lot in a
short period of time,” Koss said.

One of her proudest accomplish-
ments was obtaining the museum’s
PAL certification which enhances
the accessibility for sensory-chal-
lenged visitors.

As a certified Pal’s Place, the Riv-
er of Time ensures its accessibility to
guests with developmental disabilities.

“Among the many partnerships that

Cherie Koss recently announced her departure
as the River of Time Museum’s executive director.
(Independent Newsmedia/Cyrus Guccione)

have enriched our work, our relation-
ship with the Fort McDowell Yavapai
Nation stands out as a true highlight,”
Koss wrote in her recent address. “The
trust and shared vision we have culti-
vated with the Fort McDowell Yavapai
Nation through the extremely popular
River of Time/FMYN tours will re-
main a cornerstone of our legacy.”
The River of Time Museum be-
longs to the community, Koss says.
And as it enters its next phase of lead-
ership, she hopes the community will
support it as the rich resource of his-

tory that it is.

“I've worked at a lot of different
organizations and to have something
like this in a town of this size is pretty
extraordinary,” Koss said.

As Koss prepares to step away, she
leaves behind a legacy of growth and
transformation with vibrant stories
that make the River of Time unique.

As the museum lights dim and the
doors lock at the end of each working
day, one can’t help but wonder about
the statue of Jack Swilling, known to
many as the father of Phoenix, tower-
ing near the exhibits.

“It’s funny,” Koss says, “Jack
Swilling just looks like, if we’re not
looking, he’s getting into trouble.”

Perhaps, in the quiet hours of the
early morning or late at night he comes
alive - continuing the stories that Koss
loved to imagine and ensuring the Riv-
er of Time remains a place where his-
tory isn’t just preserved but feels alive.
Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are commuitted to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines. Cyrus Guccione can be reached at
cguccione@iniusa.

The Skateboard Classic pre-
sented by Musco Lighting is back
for 2025 at the newly renovated
Desert Vista Skate Park in Foun-
tain Hills.

Participate or join the competi-
tion from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 8.

Pre-registration required to
compete is now underway. The
fees are $20 to enter but free to
watch. Open divisions for com-

Annual Skateboard Classic returns to Fountain Hills
Feb. 8 at Desert Vista Park

petitors include 18+, 13-17, and
12 and under. Also there are spon-
sored divisions for male and fe-
male competitors. Skaters are en-
couraged to register early as each
division has a limited number of
spots.

Skaters will bring their best
90-second run out to the park to
win some swag and up to $500 in
gift card prizes for first through
third place in each division.

The event will also feature a D],
food truck, and local shops includ-
ing Brilliant Victory Skateboards,
Skate it Forward, Tig3r12 Cloth-
ing, Phoenix Skateboards, Shado
Clothing, Skate True and more
will be on site handing out swag.

Visit fountainhillsaz.gov/Skate-
ClassicRegistration to register.

To learn more about this event,
contact Sarah Lind at slind@foun-
tainhillsaz.gov.

Skaters perform at the Skateboard Classic com-
petition in Fountain Hills. (Photo courtesy of
Town of Fountain Hills)
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SCHOOLS

Kiwanis K-Kids looking for new recruits

Students create pI'OI’I‘lOthl’l pOStCI‘S

By Cameron Chester
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Kiwanis K-Kids focused on one
word at its Wednesday, Jan. 22,
meeting.

Promotion. The organization de-
cided its task was to create posters
to help promote and recruit mem-
bers for the club. The K-Kids goal is
adding at least 20 new members, and
they have various ideas to help recruit
new students to join.

“The kids have asked if they can
make announcements during school,”
said club leader Marcia Hoenle. “If
the kids get an announcement during
school, they can put some history up
promoting it, and I've given them

forms so they can give their friends
the forms to sign up and I think that
we will get more participation.”

During the meeting, students used
bright posters and markers to create
big signs that should catch interested
students’ attention in the hallways.
The number of K-Kids has dwindled
in size over the past few years, but that
didn’t stop the great work this organi-
zation continues to do, Hoenle said.

K-Kids supports the community
by assisting or sending care packages
to local shelters and retirement homes
in the Fountain Hills community.
Also, members have taught students
how to strive for more and be leaders
in the world.

Kiwanis K-Kid member Devin
Gest shared why joining this club not

o

Kiwanis K-Kids member Aurora Robinson creates
a promotion poster. (Independent Newsmedia/
Cameron Chester)

only benefits the community but also
McDowell Mountain Elementary
and the students.

“I think people should join be-
cause it’s a fun learning experience,
and people can also do other things
they never tried or learned before,”

Gest said. “You can sign up at the ta-
ble some days when the cafeteria is
open. You can have a pancake break-
fast, the art fair, send toys to the ani-
mal shelters and other fun things that
happen when we have meetings. It’s a
very fun learning experience, and the
club helps our environment.”
Students at McDowell Mountain
Elementary School will have a chance
for the rest of the school year to join
a fun and exciting young club that
protects its community values while
learning how to navigate through life
by being a leader.
Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Croility

Guidelines. Cameron Chester can be reached at
cchester@iniusa.org.

Fountain Hills High School preparing for the future

Students learning the criteria
for the next level

By Cameron Chester
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fountain Hills High School host-
ed a Future Freshmen Night at the
school’s lecture hall.

The event focused on teaching the
upcoming freshmen and their parents
the criteria to be successful at the next
educational level. During the meet-
ing, Fountain Hills High School Prin-
cipal Barrie Pinto , teachers Kristinia
Robinson and Siirri Julian discussed
the various types of diplomas, credits
needed, classes and extracurricular
activities offered at the high school.

Pinto shared more on the main

purpose of the introduction to the up-
coming freshmen.

“The main goal is, first, to ease in-
coming freshmen parents’ and stu-
dents’ worries about what high school
is all about and, you know, what kind
of classes do I have to take, how many
credits do I have to have?” Pinto said.
“We like to do it early so that there’s
time for discussions and conversations at
home. We talked about the three differ-
ent diplomas. If they must really make
that decision kind of day one of ninth
grade, and we want to give families an
opportunity to discuss that and decide.”

Parents and students also learned
that Fountain Hills students must have
a certain amount of community ser-

Fountain Hills High School teachers Kristini;
Robinson and Siirri Julian discuss their Power-
Point presentation during the Future Freshmen

Night.
Chester)

(Independent Newsmedia/ Cameron

vice hours and career practicum work
site hours in order to graduate. Foun-
tain Hills High School offers three
types of diplomas: Standard Diploma,
Diploma with Honors, and Diploma
with Highest Distinction. The goal of

the school’s graduation program is to
honor and reward academic success.
“The other reason that we do it
early is because we want to know
the interest, level of different courses
so that we can plan our staffing and
things for next year,” said Pinto. “We
only start in August, but I have to do
all the planning. So, planning early
with eighth graders, we kind of get
an idea of which road, which diploma
kids want to take. Then I can allocate
the resources for honors or advanced
placement classes as needed.”
Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Gioility

Guidelines. Cameron Chester can be reached at
cchester@iniusa. org.
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CLUBS

_poumcs
Republican Club

elects new officers

Cecil Yates honored

The Fountain Hills Republican
Club elected new officers for the
2025-2026 term at the recent annual
meeting when they also heard from
State Representative Joseph Chaplik
and State Senator John Kavanagh
about expected legislation in 2025.

Elected were Dr. Dennis Cooper
as president and Charmaine Roth as
second vice president and member-
ship chairman.

Re-elected were Boe James as first
vice president and program chair, Su-

san Sirls as third vice president and
hospitality chair, Barry Worlborsky
as treasurer and Debbie Skehen as
secretary.

As usual at FHRC meetings, all
elected officials present were also giv-
en an opportunity to make short re-
marks.

In appreciation of his six years as
club president, First Vice President
Boe James presented outgoing pres-
ident Cecil Yates with an carved
wooden elephant as a gift.

For more information about Foun-
tain Hills Republican Club, visit
fountainhillsrepublicanclub.com.

A FOUNTAIN HILLE,;

REPUBLICAN

The Fountain Hills Republican Club board expressed their appreciation of the soon to be past-Pres-
ident Cecil Yates for his leadership. Yates has served with distinction for the past six years. (Photo

courtesy of FHRC)

| CONNECTION
Valley Singles

celebrates 25 years

Social club motto:
‘Don’t do it alone’

By Cyrus Guccione
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

What began as a personal quest for
connection after what she described
as a “nasty divorce,” Fountain Hills
resident and founder of Valley Singles
Debbie Dehner says her social club
has blossomed into a thriving com-
munity of singles who socialize, “stay
busy” and embrace all that the Valley
has to offer.

Now, after 25 years, Dehner says
she is amazed she’s been doing this
for so long.

“I've met so many people in the
club, and it makes me happy to make
other people happy,” Dehner said.

Hosting weekly gatherings like
game nights, hikes, dinners and social
outings, Valley Singles grew from 25
members to now over 200 members.
Dehner takes credit for at least two
marriages on account of her club.

The club was initially named the
Fountain Hills Social Club, but Deh-
ner started to field questions like, “Do I
have to be from Fountain Hills to join?”

Wanting everyone 50 years of age
and above to feel welcome, Dehner
renamed the club Valley Singles and
her motto is “Don’t Do it Alone.”

Dehner makes it clear that Valley
Singles is not a dating or matchmak-
ing service; It’s a group of social sin-
gles who get together for a variety of
activities.

To ring in its silver anniversary,
Dehner and 95 others gathered Sat-

I—

“Damn't Dy 1t Al
Wb, corm |

&

b -

Debbie Dehner (left) celebrates 25 years as the
founder of the Fountain Hills-based social club,
Valley Singles. She is pictured with her late hus-
band Paul Martin. (Photo courtesy of Debbie
Dehner)

urday, Jan. 18, at the VFW Post 3513
to celebrate together.

VIP club members Edwardo and
Marijo Ortiz met during a club out-
ing to The Monastery Bar & Grill in
Mesa. The pair danced all night, says
Dehner.

Edwardo and Marijo have been
married for 10 years.

Pam and James Brener also met
through the club.

“James was one of my original
members. He came out one night and
asked me, ‘Hey, who’s that girl at the
end of the table?” And I said, “That’s
Pam, she’s a sweetheart,”” recalled
Dehner. “I introduced him and they
clicked and the rest is history.”

To inquire about Valley Singles
and its upcoming events, visit meetup.
com/valley-singles/ or send an email
to Dehner at valleysingles2000@
gmail.com.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are commuitted to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines. Cyrus Guccione can be reached at
cguccione@iniusa.
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Fountain Hills students

invited to enter art contest

2025 Dark Sky Festival

Students in Fountain Hills will
have the chance to win cash and
showcase their art with a contest
for the annual Dark Sky Festival in
March.

To enter, the student must attend
a Fountain Hills School or be a Foun-
tain Hills resident.

Students K-12 can submit draw-
ings or paintings (no digital art) illus-
trating the comunity’s dark sky. This
year’s theme is “The Night Shift:
Critters That Crave the Dark Sky.”

Students can begin their work
anytime, at home or as a school as-
signment, but can only enter one art
piece. Entries must be original draw-
ings or paintings. Sizes can be 8.5” x
11”7 to 22” x 28”, vertical or horizon-
tal orientation. No matted, mounted
or framed submissions will be accept-
ed. No digital art or A-I generated
art will be accepted.

Complete guidelines and en-
try blanks may be obtained from
art teachers at each school. Home
schooled students can get more infor-
mation or entry blanks from peggy.
yeargain@gmail.com or cindycarol-
couture@hotmail.com.

All artwork must be submitted
with an official entry form, signed by

the parent or legal guardian and taped
to the back.

Grade level prize categories include
Kindergarten, 1-3, 4-5, 6-8, 9-10 and
11-12. The top 10 pieces from each
grade level category will be on display
in the Community Center during the
week leading to the festival.

Kindergarten winners will receive
$25 each for the top three entries.
Grades 1-12 first place winners in
each category will receive $100, sec-
ond place $50 and third place $25.
Winners will be notified by email.
Prizes for the top three entries will
be awarded at 4 p.m. on the Com-
munity Center Ballroom stage during
the Dark Sky Festival on Saturday,
March 29. Students will be notified
of their top three status prior to the
festival but will find out their prize
placement during the ceremony.

The deadline to submit artwork to
the student’s art teacher, school of-
fice, or to Peggy Yeargain or Cindy
Couture is Thursday, Feb. 27. The
submissions will be picked up the day
after the deadline at each Fountain
Hills School office, or you may con-
tact Couture or Yeargain to drop them
off. All entries will be returned to the
school for pick up or may be picked up
from the contest organizers in April.

TOWN COUNCIL APPROVES ADDITIONAL FUNDING
FOR WASH MAINTENANCE

The Town Council unanimously approved additional funding to have a landscape
company expand its maintenance operations in the washes to cut down on
hazards, including fire threat. If you missed our earlier reporting, you can catch
up online at thtimes.com/stories/fountain-hills-town-council-approves-addition-
al-funding-for-wash-maintenance,559388.
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RELIGION

DEDICATION

Ascension priest celebrates 30 years of ordination

M: | %i.'j: |

Fr. Jilson says ‘Excitement
has never been lost’

By Cyrus Guccione
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

At the end of each day, when the
parishioners have left and the sanc-
tuary is quiet, The Rev. Father Jil-
son Panakkal can be found alone in
an hour of private adoration before
the blessed sacrament, praying and
listening to God.

“That hour gives me the courage
I need every day,” Panakkal said. “I
submit everything to the Lord and I
feel at ease.”

Celebrating 30 vyears of his
priestly ordination, Panakkal says
his journey has been full of excite-
ment and challenges. As the priest
at the Church of the Ascension in
Fountain Hills, Panakkal thanks his
staff, volunteers and parishioners
for accepting him and making him
feel like family.

“Most of all, I am grateful to
God for choosing me to become a
priest,” he said.

One of eight siblings, Panakkal
found his calling to priesthood at an
early age.

Panakkal’s journey to priesthood
began in India where, beginning in
the 10th grade, he began 12 years
of seminary formation at the St. Jo-
seph’s Pontifical Seminary under
the Jesuit formation.

His early inspirations were his
parents who were devout Catholics

e -
LY

I |

The Rev. Father Jilson Panakkal celebrates 30 years of ordination in the Catholic church. (Independent

Newsmedia/Cyrus Guccione)

and exemplary in their faith and
dedication to the church. Igniting
in him a passion to follow a similar
path, three of his older siblings also
joined the church clergy.

Panakkal served as an altar server
for six years, assisting the priest in
celebrating and performing Mass.

“When you are working so close-
ly with the priest, you feel like you
are connected to Jesus more than
anything,” he said. “I wanted a
closer relationship with Jesus and I
became attracted to holy Mass and
priesthood.”

During his major seminary,
Panakkal obtained degrees in histo-
ry, social science, economics, theol-

ogy and philosophy.

He was 27 years of age when
he was ultimately found worthy of
priesthood.

Panakkal spent a decade work-
ing in the Diocese in India before
obtaining his doctorate degree in
Canon Law at the Pontifical Urban
University of Rome.

He returned to work in the tribu-
nal in India for seven years before
eventually joining the Roman Cath-
olic Diocese of Phoenix in 2017. He
became the pastor at the Ascension
in 2021.

Looking back on 30 years of or-
dination, Panakkal says he has “ma-
tured” in his priesthood. He enjoys

the serenity of Fountain Hills where
he offers spiritual and social fellow-
ship to his parishioners.

Now in his fourth year at the As-
cension, Panakkal says the church
has grown in both community
openness and fellowship.

From the church’s youth devel-
opment, religious education and
outreach ministries—such as sup-
porting clothing and food for the
homeless in Maricopa County and
building homes for families in In-
dia—Panakkal expresses gratitude
to God for these accomplishments
and the church members for be-
lieving in the true spirit of faith in
action.

“I am grateful to the people
around me for their prayers and
support,” he said. “They are a gift
and they have become my family.”

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@

intusa.org. We are committed to publishing a

wide variety of reader opinions, as long as they

meet our Crotlity Guidelines. Cyrus Guccione
can be reached ar cguccione@iniusa. org

Fr. Jilson became a priest at the age of 27. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia/Cyrus Guccione)
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SPORTS

Fountain Hills winter sports finds ways to win toward end of season

Falcons’ sports dominating
at the right time

By Cameron Chester
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Boys Basketball

The Fountain Hills High School
boys varsity basketball team earned
two great wins last week.

In their first game, they defeated
Highland Preparatory West in dom-
inating fashion 72-28. The Falcons
were on both sides of the ball clicking
on all cylinders. Junior Ahren Lloyd
was a perennial offensive weapon for
the Falcons, scoring 19 points. Senior
Lucas Grieco is having a stellar sea-
son and continued his positive scoring
streak adding 12 points.

Fountain Hills faced Madison
Highland Preparatory next and de-
feated the Heat by 22 points, 55-33.
The Falcons once again showed how
efficient they can be on both sides of
the ball. Fountain Hills defense put a
lot of pressure on the Heat and made
it tough for them to find a basket
with ease. The Falcons are enjoying
a three-game win streak and have a
high case of morale on their side as
this season continues.

The next big game will be an away re-

gion game against Rancho Solano Prepa-
ratory on Tuesday, Feb. 6, at 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball

The Fountain Hills High School
varsity girls basketball is on fire right
now and dominating their opposing
competition recently.

Earning a seven-game winning
streak, the Lady Falcons have been
a big problem for opponents of-
fensively thanks to senior captains
Seilah Smith and Kaylee Lewis.
Fountain Hills dominated Highland
Preparatory West 71-5 then han-
dled Madison Highland Preparato-
ry 62-7.

Smith shared why the Falcons
have been on a great run recently and
how her game has improved.

“We compete hard in each game,
simple as that,” Smith said. “We
leave everything out there on the
court and make sure each team-
mate understands the assignment.
Shifting and finding open lanes has
improved a lot for the team and my-
self. I'm keeping defenders on their
toes, and that helps finding open
teammates whenever I need to dish
out the ball.”

The Lady Falcons’ next big game
is an away region game against Ran-
cho Solano Preparatory on Tuesday,

Feb. 6, at 5:30 p.m.

Wrestling

The Fountain Hills High School
wrestling team competed at Valley
Christian, and the Falcons went 2-0
beating Valley, 60-12 and Hayden
High School, 53-18.

“With the season winding down
we are trying to correct the little
things that can cost us matches and
also trying to stay healthy and in the
best shape,” said head coach Luke
Salzman. “We have one more tourna-
ment and two more duals before the
Sectional tournament.”

Girls Soccer

The Fountain Hills High School
varsity girls soccer team competed
with heart and didn’t let the score
faulter their competitive spirit.

However, the Falcons suffered a
4-0 loss to the Cicero Preparatory
Academy Centurions. The Centuri-
ons’ high paced offense was hard for
the Falcons to match.

With only a few games left, the
Falcons have to find adjustments to at
least finish the season with one win.

Boys Soccer
The Fountain Hills High School
varsity boys soccer team is building up
steam toward the end of the season.

Fountain Hills High School senior Tyler Griggs
nearly scores a goal during the match against Ci-
cero Preparatory Academy. (Independent News-
media/Cameron Chester)

Having a two-game win streak un-
der their belts, the Falcons have high
morale around the team. Fountain
Hills in the first game dominated the
North Phoenix Preparatory Academy
Gladiators, 7-4. Senior Tyler Griggs
led the scoring with four goals, and ju-
nior Mason Meyen scored two goals.

The following game, the Falcons
defeated the Cicero Preparatory Acad-
emy Centurions, 4-1. Griggs again led
the scoring, bagging two goals while
junior Alec Kimmel and senior JD
Manely each scored one goal.

Fountain Hills is finding its groove
at the right time before the end of the
season.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variery
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines. Cameron Chester can be reached at
cchester@iniusa.org.

Bogey boys hit the links

The Bogey Boys played their reg-
ular round at Orange Tree on Mon-
day, January 27. The winning team
at -13 was Tim Zaspal, Chris Sudak,
David Murphy, and Lee Miller. Low

SPORTS BRIEFS

net for the day was David Murphy
with 69. Brad Strehlow won low net
in A/B flight with 71. Strehlow and
Mike Hoops each won two of the sev-
en skins.

The Wednesday travel group
played at Aguila Golf Course in

Phoenix on January 29. The win-
ning team at -3 was Rich Piatchek,
Alan Lindsay, Rod Eaton, and
Wayne Bumgardner. Closest to
the pin winners were Jim Kidwell,
Chris Sudak, Rod Eaton, and Alan
Lindsay.

The Bogey Boys have opened a
window for those interesting in join-
ing the group. Potential players can
go to azgolf.com, click on join/re-
new, then search the club directory
for “Bogey Boys of AZ”.
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BUSINESS

SENIOR-FOCUSED

DeGeorge Partners plans ‘Retirement Next Steps’ workshops

Navigate retirement with
expert guidance

DeGeorge Partners, Russ Lyon
Sotheby’s International Realty has
released its schedule for the first half
of 2025 for the Retirements Next
Steps Workshop series.

This informative workshop series
is designed to offer insights and guid-
ance for those preparing for or cur-
rently navigating retirement, accord-
ing to a press release.

Each session will feature industry
leaders addressing key topics to help
attendees make informed choices
about their future.

“We are excited to bring this com-
prehensive workshop series into 2025
to continue helping individuals nav-
igate the complexities of retirement
planning,” said Jill Templeton-Hais-

Y¥

DeGeorge Partners is hosting its “Retirement
Next Steps” workshops. Register by calling 303-
204-4432. (Metro Creative)

lip, Realtor and Senior Real Estate
Specialist at DeGeorge Partners.
“Our goal is to provide attendees with
the knowledge and tools necessary to
make informed decisions and create a
fulfilling retirement.”

Upcoming sessions include:

Feb. 27: Navigating the Senior
Journey

Explore the wvariety of options
available to older adults and why se-
nior living is an excellent choice for
maintaining independence, comfort
and class with Jeannie Grates of Co-
gir Senior Living.

March 27: How to Choose Senior
Living
A beginner’s guide to confidently
making senior living decisions with
clarity and knowledge with Julia
Moon of New Day Lifestyles.

April 24: Safety in the Home

Learn practical tips for enhanc-
ing home security in retirement with
Karen and Josh Logan of Guardian
Training and Consulting.

May 22: Reverse and Home Equity

Conversion Mortgages

Discover how reverse mortgages
have evolved into a powerful financial
tool, including their use for purchas-
ing a new home and offering retirees
more flexibility with Richelle Hop-
kins of Mutual of Omaha.

Karen DeGeorge, principal of De-
George Partners and a leading Real-
tor in Fountain Hills will also be fea-
tured in the workshops.

With 23 years of experience, De-
George is an Accredited Buyer Rep-
resentative, Short Sale and Reloca-
tion Resource and a Certified Luxury
Home Marketing Specialist.

The workshops are free, but regis-
tration is required due to limited seat-
ing.

To register or for more informa-
tion, contact Templeton-Haislip
at 303-204-4432 or email Jill@de-
georgepartners.com.

Dogs and cats welcome

Fearless Kitty Rescue is hosting
a free microchip event for cats and
dogs Saturday, Feb. 8, from 10 a.m.
to noon.

This is the first of four planned mi-
crochip events in 2025.

A microchip is the best way to en-
sure pets are quickly identified and
reunited with their families, accord-

WeRE KTy KiTTY
Fearless Kitty to host free microchip event Feb. 8

ing to a press release.

The American Veterinary Medi-
cal Association has reported that one
in three pets will go missing at some
point. Of those, only 22% of dogs and
less than 2% of cats are returned to
their families.

The percentage rises dramatically
if the dog or cat is microchipped.

The microchip event will be held
in the north parking lot of Fearless

Fearless Kitty Rescue in Fountain Hills is hosting
a free microchip event Saturday, Feb. 8, from 10
a.m. to noon. (Metro Creative)

Kitty Rescue, 16832 E. Avenue of the
Fountains,

The event is free thanks to do-
nation of microchips by fi-NANO.
There are no appointments required,
however, cats must be in carriers and
dogs must be on leashes.

Another clinic is planned for May
3.

To learn more, visit fearlesskit-
tyrescue.org.
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&0 SCOTTSDALE
Y, PERFECT SMILES

59900

Includes comprehensive exam,
all necessary xrays and
oral cancer screening

Friendly, Expert Team

We are a team of skilled and compassionate
dental professionals who are dedicated to
providing high-quality care to our patients.

Dr. Richard Feldhake & Associates

Exceptional Care & Support
We pride ourselves on providing exceptional care to all of
our patients, including those with special needs.
Affordable & Flexible Pricing Options

We offer a range of affordable and flexible pricing options
to ensure that you can get the care you need without
breaking the bank.

(480) 661-0660 « ScottsdalePerfectSmiles.com
10565 N 114th St., Suite 105, Scottsdale, AZ 85259
Monday - Thursday 8am - 5pm « Friday 8am - 12pm

Fountain Hills Resident

* Pre-Emergent
* Free Estimates

o Treelrimming/-’AlliTrees;
< Weed Spraying

e

*@ne-Time Clean Ups
slIrrigation, Trouble Shooting
e‘TreelRlanting
Ol X CE I E S RELES

s Hedge Trimming
\Weed Pulling
elteaf Blowing

< Debris'Removal

rh'

‘«é::g

A BETTER DEAL 4 U

LANDSCAPING
1 Free Visit Upon/Referral | Tony/(480)468-0114

*Pay in Full for a 12 month lease
and receive 1 month FREE

* 5x5 to 10x30 units * 24 Hour Access
* 24 Hour Security *» Fenced & Lighted

Colony Drive Mini Stnrage
480-837-1137

17006 E. Colony Dr.

(Just east of Saguaro Blvd. on Colony Dr.)
Office Open Monday - Friday 9 am -5 pm ¢ Closed Saturday and Sunday

MUSIC COMEDY JOUSTING FEASTING
GAMES RIDES SHOPPING

> o s g > oo s o > e Lo ol & 2 o

37T ANNUAL ARIZONA

SSANCE
STIVAL.

& AKTISAN MARKETPLACE
NINE FESTIVE WEEKENDS

FEBRUARY' 1
MARCH 30 '§

SAT., SUN., PRES DAY - 10AM-6PM =

SAVE WITH DISCOUNT TICKETS AT: ' %

Aashas & FOODCITY §

o oo oo *-

TICKETS, DIRECTIONS &. FESTIVAL INFO
ARIZONA RENFESTINFO.com

Area Home Sales

January 13, 2025 - January 17, 2025
The Verdes

17045 E Bobwhite Way $499,900 29679 N Juventino Way $1,550,456
17910 E Cindercone Rd $885,000 17404 E Monument Ct $2,499,000
28225 N Crook Ct $645,000 27101 N Palo Fiero Rd $1,480,000
16912 E Desert Vista Trl $1,250,000 17948 E Slide Rock Dr $980,027
25515 N Forest Rd Unit 1 $385,000 17856 E Stocking Tt $1,125,000
177041 E Fort Verde Rd $800,000

Median Price: $980,027
Median Price: $911,909

Average price: $1,099,944
Average price: $911,909

Homes sold this period: 11
Same period last year: 2

Fountain Hills

16214 E Bainbridge Ave $625,000 14402 E Highland Ave $1,489,995
17010 E Calle Del Flores $460,000 16111 E Kingstree Bivd, #3  $621,000
17031 E El Lago Bivd, #2112 $372,000 10801 N Mangrum Ct $898,000
15559 E Golden Eagle Bivd ~ $582,628 17011 E Monterey Dr $1,055,000

17237 E Grande Blvd, #206 ~ $508,000

Median Price: $621,000
Median Price: $635,500

Average price: $734,625
Average price: $589,667

Homes sold this period: 9
Same period last year: 12

Properties listed may have been sold by various Brokers &/or Owners.
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Fountain Hills Town Council approves zoning amendment

Allows permit for displaying
vehicles in neighborhood
commercial zoning

By Bob Burns
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A small commercial plaza has oc-
cupied the corner of Fountain Hills
and Glenbrook boulevards since the
1970s and over the past 50 years has
been occupied by a variety of busi-
nesses including a convenience mar-
ket with gas pumps, restaurants, bike
shops and even a small gym.

It has almost never been empty and
currently there is a shop for the sale of
e-bikes and a variety of golf carts.

A year or so ago, the applicants,
Christine Sheppard or Phyllis Kriko-
rian-Meagher, the property owners,
discovered they had run afoul of town
zoning regulations by displaying golf
carts for sale in the parking lot, which
is not permitted in the C-1 neighbor-
hood light commercial zoning dis-
trict. After a visit from code enforce-
ment officers, the applicants went to
the town to ask how they could legal-
ly display the carts outside.

A golf cart sales business wants to display ve-
hicles outdoors in front of the shop on Fountain
Hills Boulevard but needs help to address zoning
issues. (Independent Newsmedia/Bob Burns)

Staff at Town Hall initially rec-
ommended a zoning amendment to
change the site to C-2, where out-
door display of vehicles is allowed.
That plan was prepared and went to
the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion where there was resistance from
not only commission members, but
residents who did not want the zon-
ing changed to allow more intense
commercial uses at the location near
churches, an elementary school and
residential neighborhoods.

However, both commission mem-
bers and the residents told staff they
had no objection to this business be-

ing allowed to display vehicles in the
parking lot; they just wanted to be sure
some potential future owner could not
have more intense commercial use.

Development Services Director
John Wesley said the option for that
would be to a zoning amendment to
allow the vehicle display in C-1 zon-
ing with a special use permit only.
The commission directed staff to take
that approach.

This all took place last fall, and the
applicant had some concern about
the time it would take to get the rules
changed and the special use permit.
That was mostly rectified at the sug-
gestion of a resident that staff should
not take any enforcement action,
particularly since there were no com-
plaints related to the location.

In December, the Planning and
Zoning Commission heard the zon-
ing amendment and recommended
it be approved by the town council.
The ordinance allows for the display
of vehicles up to one-ton within the
C-C and C-1 zoning districts with a
special use permit. The permit appli-
cation allows staff, the commission

and council to consider other circum-
stances related to the location that
might make the use inappropriate or
add stipulations to the permit.

Staff had some concerns related to
the amount of parking available for
the shopping center but suggested
limiting the display to a small area at
the corner of the lot.

The council voted 6-1 in favor of
the zoning amendment with Coun-
cilmember Peggy McMahon casting
the dissenting vote. McMahon said
she had concerns about the expan-
sion of the business into a much larger
dealership operation.

“I think this goes beyond the scope
of the objective for this amendment,”
she said.

The Planning and Zoning Com-
mission recommended approval of
the special use permit at its January
meeting, however, the council still
needs to consider the actual special
use permit.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Cioility

Guidelines. Bob Burns can be reached at bburns@
iniusa.org.

dent Newsmedia/Bob Burns)

VOLUNTEER RETIREMENT

Paul Appeldorn has been a fixture
as a volunteer for Noon Kiwan-
is-sponsored blood drives in Foun-
tain Hills for nearly two decades.
The blood drive held Jan. 24-25
was his last as he has decided to
retire from that aspect of his local
volunteer efforts. Paul will still be
around taking part in other com-
munity service projects. (Indepen-

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

Effective March 1, 2025, there will be a $2.75 fee for the cost to print and mail

invoices when renewing or establishing a new subscription to Independent

Newsmedia’s print products. You will not be charged this fee if you request

the invoice via email, rather than a physical copy. Please provide your email
address to customerservice@iniusa.org.
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THE ELECTION MAY BE OVER, BUT WE STILL NEED
YOUR VOTE FOR YOUR FOUNTAIN HILLS FAVORITES!

TIMELINE

Voting round - January 15th - February 15th, 2025
Winners announced: March 12, 2025

4 OR GO TO FHFE.YOURVALLEY.NET
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Fountain Hills’ Desert Vista Dog Park turns 25

Mayor Friedel plans $50k for
park upgrades

By Cyrus Guccione
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Community members and their
canine companions gathered at the
Desert Vista Dog Park Tuesday, Jan.
28, to commemorate the 25th anni-
versary of the park.

Council members Gayle Earle and
Rick Watts were present at the cere-
mony along with Fountain Hills May-

Dogs enjoyed a morning of fun at the park. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia/ Cyrus Guccione)

Dog owners come from Fountain Hills, Scottsdale
and Mesa to bring their pets to the Desert Vista
Dog Park. (Independent Newsmedia/Cyrus Guc-
cione)

Vice president of the Association of Dog Owners
Groups (ADOG) Bill Hindman speaks to the gath-
ered public Tuesday, Jan. 28. (Independent News-
media/ Cyrus Guccione)

or Gerry Friedel, who announced that
he plans on approving $50,000 in the
town budget to upgrade the dog park.
According to Friedel, the funds
will go toward additional trees at the
park, improved drainage, new sig-
nage, weed control and fine grading.
“This town is pleased to be able to do
that and with the support of our coun-
cil members, we're going to get that
approved in the next budget so we can
address those needs,” he said. “We have
one of the best dog parks in the East Val-
ley and we want to keep it that way.”

History of ADOG

The Association of Dog Owners
Group (ADOG) was formed in 1998
to advocate for a permanent dog park
in Fountain Hills.

Spearheaded by the late Foun-
tain Hills resident Kim Marshburn,
ADOG's efforts, including research and
community outreach, led to the Town
Council approving the creation of the
Desert Vista Off-Leash Recreational
Facility (OLRF) in September 1998,
which opened in December 1999.

Since then, ADOG has raised
funds to enhance the park with fea-
tures like water stations, shade struc-
tures and a splash pad, while also sup-
porting local dog welfare initiatives.

As a non-profit, ADOG continues
to rely on donations and community
support to improve the park and fos-
ter a strong bond between dog own-
ers and the community.

“We’ve come a long way,” added
Bill Hindman, vice president of ADOG
who says the dog park is the first-ever
planned municipal dog park in Arizona.

Hindman thanked Community
Services Director Kevin Snipes and
Parks Superintendent Brandon Put-
man for their efforts in maintaining
and improving the park.

Community members and dog owners gathered at the Desert Vista Dog Park in Fountain Hills to com-

o et

memorate its 25th anniversary. (Independent Newsmedia/Cyrus Guccione)

Community spirit

Fountain Hills resident Chris Vandell
has been coming to the dog park for the
last 12 years. His dog, Vinny, loves see-
ing his friends and Vandell has a group
chat with a few other parkgoers called
“The Fountain Hills Dog Park Posse.”

“I've come here even when I don’t
have Vinny because I love being
around these dogs,” Vandell said. “A
lot of people come from Scottsdale
and Mesa to enjoy this park.”

Debbie Edmundson enjoys coming to
the park with her dog, Finley. A snow-
bird from Calgary, Alberta, Edmundson
says Hindman has led the charge in mak-
ing the Desert Vista Dog Park an import-

v 3 T

The Desert Vista Dog Park is open daily from 6
a.m. to 9 p.m. (Independent Newsmedia/Cyrus
Guccione)

ant part of the community.

“The people are great and the dogs
are very good,” she said. “Everyone
here is so welcoming.”

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines. Cyrus Guccione can be reached at
CUCCIONe@INIUSA. 072

Randy Forsberg and one of his dogs, Goofy, visit
the park twice a day. (Independent Newsmedia/
Cyrus Guccione)



Fhtimes.com | Fountain Hills Times Independent | February 5, 2025 29

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yO u r h O m e, tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

" 40 %0t

Plus

Free Installation
PLUS TAKE scy
AN EXTRA 1 0 Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with any

unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time of
purchase only. Expires 02/28/25. Offer not valid in all regions.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 12 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Notavailablein all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2384 @ (D ClosetsbyDesign

closetsbydesign.com nmoeo

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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THE VERDE COMMAUNITIES

VERDEEVENTS
2025 Verdes ASU

lecture series ongoing

Events scheduled through
early March

Verdes residents and their guests
are invited to attend the 2025 Verdes
ASU lecture series at the Community
Church of the Verdes. All programs
are held at 4 p.m. Tuesdays.

The series continues Tuesday,
Feb. 11, when Volcanoes of Arizona
is the topic. Professor Steve Semken
from the School of Earth and Space
Exploration presents this program.

Tuesday, Feb. 18, Professor Jef-
frey Kordower, ASU-Banner Neu-
rodegenerative Disease Research
Center School of Life Sciences, will
speak on Pathogenesis and Exper-

imental Therapies for Movement
Disorders.

ASU Explores the Solar Sys-
tem will be the topic Tuesday, Feb.
25, with Professor David Williams,
School of Earth and Space Explora-
tion.

The lecture series traditionally
concludes each year with a musical
performance as is the case on Tues-
day, March 4. Dr. Wesley Skinner,
School of Music, and Professor Meng
Yuan, Cleveland Institute of Music,
will present French Impressions: A
Tour of French Music for Cello and
Piano.

Rio Verde resident and RVCA
member Frank Haggard organizes
the annual lecture series.

| EVENT SERIES
Community Church of the
Verdes host lectures, concerts

Americana in concert Feb. 7

The Performing Arts Committee
of the Community Church of the
Verdes is hosting a series of concerts
and lectures for the 2025 season.

Americana will perform in con-
cert at the church Friday, Feb. 7.
This group pays tribute to the music
of the ‘60s and ‘70s with music from
the Mamas and Papas, Simon and
Garfunkel, Crosby, Stills and Nash,
Carole King, Credence Clearwater,

Linda Ronstadt and more.

TOBY, A Tribute to Toby Keith,
is Friday, March 7. The concert is
a ride through the heart and soul
of country music with the ultimate
tribute band to the bad boy of coun-
try music. Hollywood Yates takes
center stage singing country music
anthems like “How Do You Like Me
Now,” “Should Have Been a Cow-
boy” and “I Love This Bar.”

Concerts start at 7 p.m. Tickets

| WILDFIRE |
Verde volunteers clean up

brush for Firewise certification

Dry conditions bring potential
for brush fires in area

The Verde Communities have be-
gun their annual border maintenance
efforts in January to maintain the
Firewise certification for the commu-
nities, according to Firewise coordi-
nator Diane Newcomb.

Volunteers are working behind
Rio Verde on the boundary with
McDowell Mountain Regional Park.
The county granted permission to
continue with the annual cleanup ac-
tivity on park land.

“The vegetation is not as lush as
it has been in past years due to the
severe drought, but we are removing
dead vegetation and trimming where

necessary,” Newcomb said.

“There are no words for the devas-
tation in California. Our fuel systems
are drastically different from theirs,
but wildfires and high winds are an ex-
tremely dangerous combination under
any circumstances. We only hope that
people can learn from some of tragedy
in California and try to do more to their
own backyards, towns and states.”

Both Rio Verde and Tonto Verde
have been certified as Firewise com-
munities by the National Fire Pro-
tection Association for a number of
years. The experience of the 1995
Rio Fire prompted local residents to
bring wildfire mitigation efforts to the
forefront.

are $40.

Tickets may be purchased any-
time during church office hours,
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.;
or at the table in the Rio Verde Post
Office, from 4 to 5 p.m. Monday
through Thursday the week of each
concert.

The free lecture series continues
Monday, Feb. 17, with David Dan-
ford, director of Business and In-
dustry at Hillsdale College. He will
speak about the free “Online Cours-
es for Lifelong Learners” offered
through Hillsdale College.

Monday, March 10 with Pat Miles
closes out the lecture series for the

season. After losing her husband to
cancer, Miles found healing by writ-
ing about grief, loss and planning her
own mortality. She reveals how her
husband’s untimely death affected
every aspect of her life and parallels
how others have dealt with the grief,
financial upsets and daily life changes
that come with a painful loss.

Miles prepares her audiences for
problems such as the shock of loss,
cognitive decline, finding support,
grieving, family disputes and caring
for yourself after the loss.

The lectures take place at 4 p.m.
All events are at the Community
Church of the Verdes.
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¢ PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL *
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

DON'T WAIT TO SAVE BIG ON YOUR NEXT SERVICE!

29 99 °100. °50.

FALL SINGLE EV GARBAGE
HEATING DRAIN CLEAR CHARGING DISPOSAL
TUNE-UP NORMAL ACCESS STATION REPLACEMENT

$ 4 9 ™ SAVE UP TO
1500
WATER HEATER | & & & ON A NEW HIGH EFFICIENCY
TUNE-UP 'ﬁi-' A/C SYSTEM

All offers in this ad are for residential owner-occupied homes only. Not valid with other offers. Must present at time of service. Doesn’t apply to past work. Call for details.

AC J_ 602-767-6725 SCHEDULE E?;E

www.ACbyJ.com ONLINE — Eﬁ&’
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SHARPEN YOUR PENCILS AND YOU MIND

7 6|8

Level: Intermediate

Here's How It Works: See Below

MORE PUZZLES © YOURVALLEY.NET

MorningStar

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE of FOUNTAIN HILLS

love liuves Lere

(480) 327-6797

morningstarseniorliving.com

16800 E Paul Nordin Parkway,Fountain Hills, AZ

GUESS WHoO »

I am a singer born in California on
February 8,1961. | was interested in music
and various sports in high school. In 1981, |

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to low vision.

LPIUP

formed the hair metal band | would be in
for the majority of my life. We had many
hits throughout the 1980s.

118N S2UIA Jemsuy idnd tiemsuy
Answers:
3 CLUES ACROSS
1.'The Las Vegas of the East’
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Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

6. Cook

10. Manning and Wallach
are two

14, Chameleon

15. A way to fill up

17.What MLBers hope to
playin

19. Unhappy

20. Indefinite period of time

21. Excites

22. Males

23. Mongol leader Genghis

24, Turfs

26. Soda comes in them

29, Not nice

31. Professional organization

32. Part of a play

34, Sea eagle

35. Emily Blunt's character
in ‘Sicario’

37 Beige

38. Mental sharpness

39. Valley

40. Alcyone's husband

41, A place to gamble

43, Flightless Australian birds

45, Call out somebody’s name
over a PA. system

46. US spy group

47. Pancakes from buckwheat
flour

49, Swiss river

50. Disfigure

53. Have surgery

57. Formal withdrawal

58, Early English council

59. Square measures

60.2,000 Ibs.

61. Siskel and __, critics

CLUES DOWN

1. Mouths

2. Buffalo

3.You plug itin

4, Each

5. Largest English dictionary

(abbr.)

6. King of Thebes

7. English name meaning
‘mythical hunter'

8. Indicates near

9. More herbaceous

10. Gas-powered cars need
one

11. Dishonest individual

12. Systems, doctrines,
theories

13. The woman

16. The whole of one’s
holdings

18. Witnesses

22. Doctor

23, Paul __, Swiss painter

24, Kids look for him on
December 24

25.Single

27 Competitions

28. Predict the future

29. Cage for trained hawks

30. Musician Clapton

31. Frozen water

33, Semiformal men's
evening attire

35. Most worn

36. Common soap ingredient

37 Former EU monetary unit

39. Provisions

42, Book parts

43, Republic of Ireland

44, Partner to 'Pa’

46. Sammy __, songwriter

47. Dutch colonist

48, Clare Booth __, American
writer

49, Solar disk in Egyptian
mythology

50. Minute arachnid

51. From a distance

52. Monthly apartment cost

53. Young women'’s
association

54, Tourist destination

55. 'Woman' in Ojibwe
language

56. Pointed end of a pen
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GLASSIFIEDS

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES

& MERCHANDISE RATES
$20 per market - 30 words

Your ad appears in the newspaper
of choice plus online

$5°9 for color and each additional photo
.25¢ extra per additional word

560 four markets - 30 words

Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online

#8°° for color and each additional photo
.25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

BUSINESS/SERVICE
DIRECTORY RATE

Starting at 330

for one column by two-inch advertisement

$45° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $30

for one column by two-inch advertisement

azobits@iniusa.org

2
")INDEPENDENT

NEWSMETD

Celebrating & Connecting Our Commumtles

CLASSIFIED ADS

ONLINE

$4 5 per inch after (maximum size 8.5 inches)
Logo and photos included Create Your Own
No minimum commitment requirement AdS OnIine It’s Easy|
) !
EMAILS L
iniclassads@iniusa.org |n|usa.orgchaSS|f|eds
legals@iniusa.org Then select “PLACE YOUR AD”

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds / EMAIL US: iniclassads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm / OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 8am-4pm

NOTICE . s
Independent Buying Military
Newspapers will not Items _&
knowingly accept any Souvenirs.
advertisement that is Sought by Private

Collector/Historian.
Daggers, Swords, Flags,

illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases

of questionable value, Metals, Uniforms, WWII§
such as promises of Items, Etc. Paying
guaranteed income from Cash.
work-athome programs - Gall Jeff at
if it sounds too good to 602-488-3607

be true, chances are

that it is. If you have Houses- Rent

questions or doubts . L
House in Fountain Hills

about any ad on these
for sale or lease.

pages, we advise that Call owner for details.

hefore responding or
. 480-837-1148 or
sending money ahead of 180.330.4742

time, you check with the
Better Business Bureau
b )
BUY!
Sell!

at 871-291-6222 for
previous complaints.

WANTED  older cars
1940°s 50's 60's 70's
80's 90s, 2000s Etc.
Running or not. Can tow
non running car. Please
Call or Text me what you
have

480-375-8959 or email
oldcar@usa.com

Golf Cars

Buying Non Running Golf
Carts 2000 & Newer.
We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-89617

ATTORNEY

STERNFELS & WHITE ruic

Emphasis in:
- Business & Corporate Law
« Trusts, Wills, Probate
+ Divorce

(Mediation & Litigation) s““w“‘“‘ o “‘““ o
+ Real Estate

(Sales, Development & HOA)
- Litigation

. |
TODAY,
(480) 816-9985 Fax (480) 816-5342

16803 E. Palisades Blvd.

‘ Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 - website: sternfelslaw.com

Beauty Salons

BEAUTY SALON

FOUNTAIN
HAI RWORKS

!| Full Line of Hair Services
& Facial Waxing

Open
Tuesday thru Saturday
o by appointment
Chris, Karen & Marlene
For that great hair day, see us! CALL
TODAY

480-837-3221
16716 E. Parkview Ave., Ste. 105

Walk-Ins Welcome ¢ Appointment Recommended

Secur ri.th,c_ne.enS*& Security,Doors;
Veteran Founded & Family Owned

Call Today!

623-239-0900

www.SteelShieldSecurity.com

Electrical, plumbing, painting,
landscaping, window cleaning,
gate repair & replacement,
power washing decks &
patios, and more.

40 years experience
Fountain Hills resident over 30 years
Call Jimmy at

602-570-293

Not a licensed

contractor

ROBERT the

20 Years Experience
<REPAIR _ x...2/
o
« INSTALL ‘\/"
Put Things Together!

480-231-4604

rmyren55@gmail.com
Fountain Hills Resident

Inthe Clasanﬁeds‘
623-972-6101

iniusa.org/ classifieds
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| Insurance Miscellaneous MovinglHauling

Health Care

HEARING HEALTH

Fountain Hills Hearing Health
Your Local Hearing Health One Stop Office
YES - WE ARE OPEN!

Ask About Senior Discounts
* FREE Hearing Screening
© The Ones That Work Hearing

Instruments & Accessories

 All Make Service and Repair

o Cleaning and Adjustments Martin Case
 Batteries and Accessories BC-HIS CALL
© Swim Plugs - Shooters Plugs TODAY,

Better Hearing Healthcare for Over 33 Years
17100 E. Shea Blvd., #616-620
480-372-8383 * 1-800-707-EARS (3277)

INSURANCE

Specializing in Medicare, education,
deadlines, plan comparison, drug
plans and more.

SeniorLife Insurance Solutions
Christine Itami
480-694-7753
chris.itami@gmail.com

Call Or Email To Schedule Your
Complimentary Consultation

CALL
TODAY,

PHYSICAL THERAPY

HELPING THE FOUNTAIN HILLS COMMUNITY
MOVE BETTER & FEEL BETTER SINCE 1995!

General Orthopedics S SPOONER

16838 E Palisades Blvd.

Hand Therapy

Balance Training

' Suite B-121
Vertigo Treatment Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
Dry Needling 480.837.2595

Therapy for Parkinson's

Total Joint Replacement Rehabilitation

VISIT WWW.SPOONERPT.COM FOR MORE SPECIALTY PROGRAMS
Home Improveme

Interior & Exterior:
_ Pamting
g v and s
Kome improvement
Y Needs

'

602.930.2278 q
This Month ONLY - Save 10% With This Ad

LIFE'S BETTER WHEN YOU'RE PROTECTED UNDER OUR ROOF.
Save up to 23% when you bundle auto and home-
Call or scan to get

aquote and start
saving today.

Kimberly Pace, Agency Branch Manager
Shisler & Associates Insurance, Inc
Fountain Hills, AZ

(480) 951-5056

InsureLocalAZ.com

—_———
AMERICAN FAMILY
| iINnSurRANCE |

Landscaping

\*'//AZEU LANDSCAPE

DESIGN"BUILD MAINTAIN
+ Landscape Installation/Maintenance
+ Tree Trim/Cactus Trim and Removals
+ Move In and Move Out Cleanings
+ Install gravel/stone or refresh old
+ Weed Control
+ Property Cleanup
+ Yard lighting LED or traditional
« Irrigation Install & Repair
+ Monthly, Quarterly & 1 Time Cleanups
No Contract Necessary

BB Landscape
Your Local Landscaper

Maintenance

Irrigation Install / Repair
Trees Trimmed

and Shaped

Plants Removed

and Installed CALL

e TODAY,
Call for a FREE Estimate
480-392-1372

Not alicensed contractor |

11605 N. Saguaro Blvd. Suite A
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

11605 N. Saguaro Blvd. Suite A
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

MORTUARY

MESSINGER

FOUNTAIN HILLS MORTUARY

* Cremation
* Burial
¢ Advanced Planning

50 Years of Community Service

480-837-5588 "L
112065 N. Saguaro Blvd.

Miscellaneous

o LT e v T e N e LT T

i FOUNTAIN |
| FIXER
B S Remosclerb ;Cféepair

b | Serving AZ Over 30 Years

Robert Robinson

E 1 602-586-7538

n

FINANCIAL

Does Your Portfolio
Need a Jumpstart?

Terry D. Cox

AAMS® WMS Financial Advisor
www.tdc.financial / terrycox@tdc.financial
oFFIcE 480-837-4590 / rax 844-272-1923
16845 E. Ave. Of The Fountains, Suite 106

MOVING
We specialize in all your “Little Moves”

Need to move a couple of items from the store?
Have a full size move?
Flat rates starting as low as $55.
Hourly rates also available.

We move safes & pianos!

Little Moves, Inc.

480-837-4445 <. \iR
3 littlemovesinc @gmail.com “S[0]»):\")

www.littlemovesinc.com

FH Based e Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured El

PAINTING

Prima
j Painting,LLC

-Interior and Exterior Painting

-Cabinet Re-Finishing

-Epoxy Garage Floors and Cool Deck Painting
-Entry Door Restoration

-Elastomeric Roof Coatings

primapaintingllc@gmail.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured/License #ROC3188280C

Real Estate Services

U?] homeowners ™ Martinson Team

YOUR MORTGAGE TEAM

Bl

Kent Martinson Tyler Martinson
NMLS#305128 NMLS#305452

% (602)319-4663
jSlaf kentmartinson.com

Homeowners Financial Group USA, LLC-NMLS#93718
BK 090622:

To Advertise Call

623-972-6101

YourValley.net




ToPlace
Your Classified

1 Call us!

Call 623-972-6101

Our frigndly team members
will be happy to assist you in
placing your advertisement
in any of our community
newspapers throughout the
Valley. Garage sales ads.
Auto for sale. Help wanted and
more! Call us for assistance.
Office hours: 8-4 MF.

A

iniclassads@iniusa.org

Ads can be emailed to us as
well. Private party and/or
business ads are welcome and
our staff will get back to you
quickly on pricing and other
information.

Place Your
atl ONLINE

iniusa.org/classifieds

Take advantage of our
self-service option by placing
the ad yourself online.
All'ads will appear online.
There’s a nominal charge
to have your ad appear in
the newspaper.

W
*‘)INDEPENDENT

NEWSMETDIA
s ing & Conmeoti N

our G
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Senior & Military
YORK

Discounts
ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repairs - Roof Replacements - Flat Roofs Coatings - Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs - Turbine Repairs - House Painting

D)
G & John York - Owner/Operator

602-705-5209

WM= Do yun | — . FREE
i ¥ ESTIMATES
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

Check out the
advertisers in this n 4 &o
Business and ' &
Services Directory!

Or if you would like to
place an ad call
623-972-6101.
iniusa,org/classifieds

Public Notice

Notice to Creditors

The decedent, Betty J. Glick, who lived at
33515 N 141st. ST, Scottsdale, Arizona
85262 died on 12/24/2024

Creditors are notified to present claims by
mail to Holly Dahlen, Trustee, at 33515 N
141st. ST, Scottsdale, Arizona 85262 within
three weeks of this notice first published on
January 29,2025.

Publish: Fountain Hills Times Independent
January 29, February 5, 12, 2025/15733

Discover
Valuable
Treasures

NEW
Garage Sale
Listings
Daily

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPERS
CLASSIFIEDS

SEE MORE
VALLEYWIDE
Garage Sale Listings

Online at

iniusa.org/classifieds

To advertise,
call:
623-972-6101
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PELLEGRINI i g
GROUP
Fountain Hills Highest Producing Agents
with over $600 million sold in Fountain Hills since 2004

LUXURY SENIOR LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING + MEMORY CARE

"‘ ~ ~ » Y 4

= o FaL ol
Tony Pellegrini \ , RN -',A’ A
480-600-1057 | " AR %
) - AU . &N
Susan Pellegrini > ,‘-‘, i,
480-600-4035 4%

%VeStruckLlstlngs com '

Adero Canyon with Views

=
I}_I “ne .m : EP t . -— : - -Tii_ « - i_‘-'___;..

Sow & Growe: "/
#77 Garden Lecture Series

b 5

-

Patio Home with Casita!

X o -l Thursday, February 20

16076 E Ridgestone Drive 14245 N Territory Trail 2:00-3:00PM T ‘\; s i
Offered at: $1,300,000 i‘ Offered at: $3,300,000 - e
www.tourfactory. com/3175808 www.tourfactory.com/3182305 e 3 :

Slngle Level Stunner Walk to Fountain -
. — - Food lovers unite-as we explore
Ll . . how fresh hers can transform
- +1 - \ LF ' 4 Wi everyday dishes.

¢ Thursday, March 20
11420 N Kiowa Circle 16616 E Palisades Blvd. #206 00—_2-
Offered at: $1,450,000 Offered at: $390,000 2:00—3:00M
www.tourfactory.com/3177604 www.tourfactory.com/3185707

Great Backyard & Pool! ~ S Weekly Market Update for 85268 - We'll comb ine_.‘ gardening &
' ! Data Source: Altos Research, Inc. . know-how with the art of = ot
re ! January 28, 2025 & blending herbal teas to cultivate e

$1,150,000 | 104 averace well-being.

MEDIAN LIST PRICE | DAYS ON MARKET

$402 153

480.708.3437

16205 N Zane Grey Lane PRICE PER SQFT INVENTORY Rsvp ‘ E’E\FYSRE Ktristin
Offered at: $675,000 Find out why our success record is second to 168000 E. Paul Nordin Pkwy Ftn Hills
www.tourfactory. com/3185162 none by visiting 85268.com/marketing 480.708.3437 | ftnhills. DCR@MStarLiving.com

MorningStarfountianhillscom
Give us a call to Experience the Pellegrini Difference! | i

480-315-1555 | WWW.85268.COM | HOMES@85268.COM
»>——>» MCO

REALTY e



