
Congratulations
to the 2024 West Valley Favorites!
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You voted. We counted.  You voted. We counted. 
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

At 906 Wellness/Equine, healing 
doesn’t happen in a therapist’s offi  ce 
or a hospital, it happens in the quiet 
presence of a horse.

“We have families come in, and 
they don’t get along, and in one ses-
sion, they can walk out arm in arm,” 
said Frank Gandee, who co-runs the 
equine-assisted therapy program with 
his wife, Tammy Tomich. “And that’s 
OK because we helped with that 
change.”

Located in Buckeye, 906 Wellness/
Equine provides a space where people 
can work through trauma, rebuild re-

lationships and reconnect with them-
selves, all with the help of horses.

Through equine-assisted psycho-
therapy and equine-assisted learning, 
the facility off ers a hands-on approach 
to emotional healing and personal 
growth.

“What’s beautiful about it is that it 
happens organically,” Gandee said.

The facility is home to 10 horses, 
all of whom have found their way to 
906 Wellness/Equine through diff er-
ent circumstances. Some were surren-
dered, others were rescued through 
the livestock commissioner, and at 
least one was saved from a kill pen.

Unlike traditional therapy pro-
grams that assign clients a specifi c 
horse, Gandee and Tomich allow 
each person to choose the horse they 
feel most connected to.

“Our horses only work probably 
about seven hours a week when we’re 
busy, and we don’t like any of them 
to work back to back,” Gandee said.

This balance ensures the horses are 
well cared for and able to fully engage 
in their work as therapy partners.

“They off er so much. There is a lot 
of wisdom in there,” Tomich said.

At Phoenix Goodyear Airport, 
United Aviate Academy is training 
the next generation of airline pilots. 
As a wholly owned subsidiary of 
United Airlines, the academy pro-
vides aspiring pilots with a direct 
path to the fl ight deck of a major 
carrier, off ering an intensive train-
ing program, hands-on mentorship 
and a commitment to excellence.

“This is an opportunity to be a 
United Airlines pilot,” said Mi-
chael Hales, CEO of United Aviate 
Academy. “We are trying to get 
students through as quickly and 
effi  ciently as possible, but at the 
same time, I want a high-quality 
product at the end of this that I can 
then hand off  to the airline.”

With a nationwide pilot short-
age continuing to impact the avia-
tion industry, United Aviate Acad-
emy is working to fi ll the gap by 
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Preview 
your college

experienceWest Valley Camps offers high 
school students the opportunity to 
explore professions including law, 
medicine and forensic science, all 
in a college environment.

West Valley Camps are four-day experiences 
designed for high-school students to explore 
their interests in a college environment 
on the beautiful ASU West Valley campus.
Think of it as a sneak preview of the college 
experience with opportunities for hands-on 
learning, personal development and
making new friends.

Forensic Science Institute, June 2–5
Students interested in a career in forensic 
science will explore real-life case studies, 
learn about crime scene investigation and 
interact with industry professionals.

Future Lawyers Institute, June 2–5 or June 9–12
Students considering law school after college 
will explore foundational legal concepts and engage 
with seasoned legal professionals and 
law school students.

Future Doctors Institute, June 9–12
Students who aspire to attend medical school after 
college will examine disciplines including biology, 
chemistry and health care innovation 
with expert instructors.

Scholarships are available. Register at 
newcollege.asu.edu/west-valley-camps.

Scholarships

Explore available scholarships, including 
some unique to ASU West Valley, at 
financialaid.asu.edu/estimator.

 Sun Devil Signing Day 
 Celebration 
Sunday, May 4, 2–4 p.m.
ASU’s West Valley campus, 
La Sala Ballroom

Arizona State University invites you to 
celebrate College Signing Day with a 
special Sun Devil Signing Day event on 
your campus. This is your time to share 
your college decision and get excited 
about your future at ASU.

What to expect:
• ASU swag and giveaways
• Photo backdrop with Sparky and ASU 

props — perfect for social media
• Customized commitment certificates
• Games and prizes
• Q&A stations with ASU 

representatives
• Light refreshments 

Join your future Sun Devil classmates 
and make College Signing Day a 
memorable moment. We can’t wait to 
celebrate with you!

Register at visit.asu.edu/
signing-day-celebration.

asu.edu/west-valley
W. Thunderbird Road
and N. 43rd Avenue
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Grandview Terrace
Sun City West

La Loma Village
Litchfield Park

The Colonnade
Surprise

Sun Health At Home
Your Home

(623) 400-7241
SunHealthCommunities.org

NO MORE DIY
             Just R&R 
Discover relaxation and peace of mind at our maintenance-
free, resort-style retirement communities, where the upkeep 
is handled so you can focus on what matters.
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WE SPECIALIZE IN
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Additions • Total Home Remodels

Tel: 623-546-8681 • Web:  TruBuildersAZ.com
Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Full service design builder

Family owned and operated • Over 30 years of experience

On Time
On Budget
For Your Peace of Mind
Your Contractor of Integrity!AZ License ROC275722

By Mary Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Held at the Goodyear City Coun-
cil chambers, the event drew a full au-
dience, including a Goodyear coun-
cilmember, members of the historical 
society and groups from Sun City and 
Sun City West. Attendees gathered for 
an hour to hear from former Arizona 
Highways publisher Win Holden, who 
shared insights into the magazine’s leg-
acy and the photographers who shaped 
its reputation.

“We’re happy to be partnering with 
Arizona Humanities for today’s pre-
sentation. This is part of our heritage 
lecture series,” said Lisa Hegarty, ex-
ecutive director of the P.W. Litchfi eld 

Heritage Center. “Our program focuses 
on the history of the Southwest Valley.”

“(We’re highlighting this Arizona) 
publication which is recognized as one 
of the highest travel magazines in the 
world,” said Hegarty.

Founded in 1925 by the Arizona 
Highway Department as a simple pro-
motional brochure, Arizona Highways 
has grown into one of the most respect-
ed travel publications in the world. It has 
showcased the landscapes, culture, and 
history of Arizona for generations, cap-
tivating readers with striking photogra-
phy and in-depth storytelling. Unlike 
many magazines that rely heavily on 
advertising revenue, Arizona Highways 

COMMUNITY NEWS
IN BRIEF

Eastbound ramp closes in 
Goodyear 

The eastbound Interstate 10 
on-ramp from Estrella Parkway 
will be closed through May 9 as 
part of an ongoing interchange 
improvement project.

Drivers are encouraged by city 
offi  cials to use alternate routes 
such as Bullard Avenue and Sa-
rival Avenue. 

The closure is part of a larger 
project aimed at improving traffi  c 
fl ow and capacity at the Estrella 
Parkway, PebbleCreek Parkway 
and I-10 interchange. Addition-
al closures are scheduled in the 
coming months, including a west-
bound I-10 off -ramp closure from 
May through July and a tentative 
eastbound I-10 off -ramp closure 
in September.

Nighttime lane restrictions 
will remain in eff ect through June 
2025. The southbound right lane 
on Estrella Parkway, PebbleC-
reek Parkway will be closed from 
McDowell Road to I-10, Sunday 
through Friday, from 9 p.m. to 5 
a.m.

The eastbound I-10 off -ramp 
will be reduced to a single lane 
during the same hours, while the 
westbound off -ramp will be lim-
ited to a single le -turn lane and 
two right-turn lanes.

The construction project, 
which is scheduled to continue 

Arizona Highways magazine celebrates 
100 years with lecture in Goodyear

Win Holden presents a lecture for the P. W. Li-
tchfi eld Heritage Center. (Mary Goldmeer/Inde-
pendent Newsmedia)

West Valley charity license plate approved by Governor Hobbs
By Mary Goldmeer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A bill to create a specialty license 
plate supporting West Valley chari-
ties was passed through the Arizona 
Legislature.  

Senate Bill 1311 establishes the 
West Valley Charity specialty plate, 
which generates funds for the West 
Valley Charity Specialty Fund. The 
proceeds will be allocated to an or-
ganization that has existed since 
2013, has at least 50 active members 
and supports children, families and 

• See Plate on page 6• See Ramp on page 8 West Valley charity license plate approved by Governor Hobbs. (Submitted photo/West Valley Maver-
icks Foundation)

• See Highways on page 8
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WHEN YOU WERE A KID EVERYTHING GOT A SECOND LOOK

Brent Wilson, OD, • Brayden Lundquist, OD, FAAO, FSLS 
Tyler Mullen, OD • Michael Furey, OD • Dean Mallory, OD

(One block south of Thomas Road)
(623) 932-2020

www.westvalleyvision.com

Comprehensive Eye Exams • Myopia Management • Glaucoma • Cataracts • Diabetic Retinopathy

Serving the West Valley for over 60 years

Over 2,000 
Eyeglass 
Frames!

Taking care of your eyes is something that should start at an early age. Taking care of your eyes is something that should start at an early age. 
Schedule regular eye exams for a lifetime of healthy vision.Schedule regular eye exams for a lifetime of healthy vision.
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Voter registration deadline nears 
for Goodyear’s special election

 Goodyear residents have until 
Monday, April 21, to register to 
vote in the city’s upcoming all-mail 
special election on May 20. The 
election includes six ballot ques-
tions: four proposed amendments 
to the City Charter and two fran-
chise agreements with private utili-
ty providers.

Ballots will be mailed to regis-
tered voters beginning April 23 and 
must be returned by Election Day 
to be counted.

The proposed charter changes 
were recommended by the Charter 
Review Ad-Hoc Committee and, 
if approved, would permanently 
amend the city’s foundational gov-
erning document. The two fran-
chise questions ask voters to au-
thorize private water companies to 
continue service within the city in 
exchange for franchise fees paid to 
Goodyear.

As a charter city, Goodyear op-
erates under a locally adopted doc-
ument that functions similarly to a 
constitution. The charter defi nes 

the city’s council-manager form 
of government, qualifi cations and 
terms for elected offi  cials, and the 
scope of local authority. Changes to 
the charter require voter approval.

Voters can expect six questions 
on the ballot:

• Question 1 would clarify that 
the City Council may adopt land 
use and development regulations, 
including zoning ordinances and 
architectural design standards, by 
a simple majority vote, as long as 
they align with the city’s General 
Plan.

• Question 2 would update the 
title of Article II, Section 11 to 
include “Benefi ts,” and would ex-
pand the scope of the Citizens 
Compensation Committee to make 
recommendations on both salaries 
and benefi ts for council members. 
The council would be limited to a 
simple majority vote to accept or 
reject the committee’s recommen-
dation.

• Question 3 would transfer au-
thority to create, consolidate or 

eliminate city departments from 
the City Council to the city man-
ager, as long as any changes remain 
within the council-approved bud-
get and staffi  ng levels.

• Question 4 would codify allow-
able categories for municipal trans-
action privilege tax and clarify the 
city’s existing procedures for ap-
proving and issuing bonds.

• Question 5 asks voters to ap-
prove a franchise agreement with 
EPCOR Water Arizona Inc. to pro-
vide water distribution and waste-
water collection services in Good-
year. The city would receive a 
franchise fee under the agreement.

• Question 6 seeks approval of 
a similar franchise agreement with 
Liberty Utilities (Litchfi eld Park 
Water and Sewer) Corp.

All voting will be conducted by 
mail. There will be no in-person 
voting on Election Day. Ballots 
may be returned by mail or dropped 
off  at Goodyear City Hall.

Visit goodyearaz.gov for more 
information.

Goodyear 
hosts a special 
election in May 
2025. (Submit-
ted photo/City 

of Goodyear)
veterans. The organization must 
also have an annual grant award 
process.  

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. Frank 
Carroll, R-District 28, said the 
West Valley Mavericks Founda-
tion, a nonprofit based in Litchfield 
Park, would be a likely recipient of 
the funds. 

“The West Valley Mavericks 
have been doing some phenomenal 
work supporting families and veter-
ans and everybody in the West Val-
ley basically for a lot of great caus-
es,” Carroll said.  

The foundation, a nonprofit, pro-
vides grants to programs focused on 
education, healthcare and commu-
nity development. Mark James, di-
rector of community issues at Luke 
Air Force Base and a board mem-
ber for the Mavericks, said the spe-
cialty plate would help broaden the 
group’s impact.  

“The Mavericks have a bold mis-
sion to enhance the communities in 
the West Valley and create a bet-
ter future for all,” James said. “The 
West Valley Mavericks Foundation 
is making a real impact: supporting 
families, strengthening businesses 
and investing in the future of our 
region”

Arizona has more than 100 spe-
cialty license plates, which must be 
approved by the Legislature. Orga-
nizations seeking a specialty plate 
must secure $32,000 for production 
costs, and most plates cost $25 an-
nually, with $17 going to the desig-
nated nonprofit.  

West Valley Charity plate will 
provide a new way for residents to 
support local initiatives.

“This license bill will help the 
Mavericks to continue changing 
lives,” said James.

Visit azleg.gov for more informa-
tion.

Plate
• From page 4
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Newest Cardiologist
James Kim, MD
Interventional Cardiologist

Select Procedures Performed/Conditions Treated
• Cardiac Computed Tomography

• Echocardiography

• General Arrhythmias

• Interventional Cardiology

• Lipid Disorders

• Transesophageal
Echocardiogram (TEE)

• Valvular Disorders

To schedule an appointment,
call 602-698-7289 or scan the code.

Learn more at BiltmoreCardiology.com

s

Welcome Our

Mayor Thomas Schoaf provides an update on Litchfi eld Square
By Mary Goldmeer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

After years of planning, invest-
ment and community input, Litch-
field Square is taking shape. May-
or Thomas Schoaf provided an 
update on the project at the State 
of the City meeting, outlining its 
progress, challenges and future 
plans.

“Our goal is to enhance the city 
of Litchfield Park by preserving 
the uniqueness of our community,” 
Schoaf said. “As we look at chang-
es and as we look at development 
… we try to make sure that that 
change will not hurt the character 
of our neighborhoods.”

The concept of a downtown 
hub for Litchfield Park dates back 
to 1994, when the City Council 
adopted the Village Center Plan. 
Between 1994 and 2007, the city 

worked to acquire the land needed 
for what would become Litchfield 
Square.

From 2018 to 2021, city officials 
met with residents and communi-
ty groups to ensure the project 
aligned with community interests. 
From 2021 to 2025, the city fo-
cused on infrastructure, laying the 
groundwork for the future down-
town district.

Unlike many developments that 
rely on major retail anchors to 
draw visitors, Litchfield Square’s 
central feature is its park.

“For us, our anchor is the park,” 
Schoaf said.

The city has invested $40 mil-
lion into the project, exceeding ini-
tial budget estimates due to timing 
and market conditions. However, 
Schoaf reassured residents that the 
city’s financial stability remains 

intact.
“We will still have a capital pro-

gram, we’ll still main-
tain our streets, we’ll 
still have our fire and 
our police, so every-
thing that’s important 
to your normal life-
style is not going to 
be impacted,” he said.

Schoaf also noted that even if no 
further construction occurred at 
Litchfield Square, the city’s bud-
get and quality of life would not be 
compromised.

The first building, developed by 
Heritage Partners, is expected to 
break ground in early May. 

The mixed-use space will in-
clude two restaurants, office space 
and retail.

A second building, anticipated 
to begin construction by October, 

will also be a mixed-use commer-
cial space.

Looking ahead, a third planned 
building will be three stories, with 
retail and restaurants on the first 
floor and condominiums on the 
upper levels.

Construction is expected to be-
gin before 2026.

“(It) is a really good start. It’s 
about half of what will end up 
eventually there … we’re anticipat-
ing significant interest in the other 
parcels for the finishing pieces,” 
Schoaf said.

As construction continues, Li-
tchfield Square is expected to be-
come a focal point of Litchfield 
Park, blending modern develop-
ment with the city’s historic char-
acter.

Visit litchfieldpark.gov for more 
information. 

Thomas Schoaf
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has sustained itself through subscrip-
tions, book publishing, calendars, and 
retail sales, a model that has helped it 
outlast numerous national publications.

Holden, who served as the mag-
azine’s sixth publisher beginning in 
2000, detailed how Arizona Highways 
evolved from a government-issued 
pamphlet into an internationally recog-
nized publication. He emphasized that 
its lasting success was driven by the 
photographers who defi ned the maga-
zine’s visual identity.

“How it became this worldwide 
phenomenon that is so highly respect-
ed… in short, is the photographers,” 
said Holden.

Throughout his presentation, Hold-
en highlighted the work of renowned 
photographers whose images have 
helped shape Arizona’s image for gen-
erations. Among them were Barry 
Goldwater, an Arizona political icon 
and accomplished photographer; Da-
vid Muench, known for his striking 
desert and canyon landscapes; Esther 
Henderson, one of the magazine’s pi-
oneering photographers; and Ansel 
Adams, whose black-and-white pho-
tography captured the grandeur of the 
Southwest.

“As you look at a magazine, wheth-
er it’s Arizona Highways or National 
Geographic or whatever, I encourage 
you to step back and think about what 
that photographer might be trying to 
show you with their choices,” said 
Holden.

Beyond its visual storytelling, Ar-
izona Highways has played a signif-
icant role in promoting Arizona as a 
travel destination. The magazine has 
inspired countless road trips, support-
ed local businesses, and contributed to 
the state’s tourism industry by bringing 
global attention to Arizona’s natural 
wonders and cultural heritage.

“It’s a tough game,” said Holden. 
“You start thinking about the maga-

zines that you know and grew up with 
as a kid and if any are still around, there 
are not many.”

Despite the challenges of the print 
industry, Arizona Highways continues 
to thrive, boasting subscribers in all 50 
states and more than 100 countries. 
The magazine also has a signifi cant 
economic impact, generating over $65 
million annually for Arizona’s tourism 
industry.

“We’re the best ambassador for the 
state of Arizona of anything the state, 
including in the good work done in 
the Arizona Offi  ce of Tourism,” said 
Holden.

The presentation featured a collec-
tion of historical and contemporary 
photographs, illustrating the maga-
zine’s infl uence and its role as a cultural 
and economic force.

The lecture was part of the P.W. 
Litchfi eld Heritage Center’s ongoing 
speaker series, which explores topics 
related to the Southwest. The next lec-
ture, scheduled for May, will feature 
historian Steve Hoza discussing The 
Wallace and Ladmo Show.

Visit pwlhc.org for more informa-
tion on upcoming lectures.

Highways
• From page 4

Eastbound I-10 on-ramp at Estrella Parkway 
closes for construction in Goodyear. (Submitted 
photo/City of Goodyear)

through December 2025, will add 
a second le -turn lane and a third 
through lane in both directions on 
Estrella Parkway and PebbleCreek 
Parkway. Other planned improve-
ments include structural upgrades 
at the I-10 interchange, new traffi  c 
signals, lighting and drainage en-
hancements, and modifi cations to 
raised medians with landscaping 
updates.

Although no full closures are 
planned, delays are expected. 
Drivers should allow extra travel 
time, follow posted signage and use 
caution in construction zones.

Visit goodyearaz.gov for project 
updates and traffi  c impact details.

Estrella Mountain Regional 
Park prepares to start
annual fi re ban

Maricopa County’s annual fi re 
ban will begin Thursday, May 1, and 
remain in eff ect through Sept. 30. 
The City of Phoenix Parks and Rec-
reation Department will implement 
its fi re ban on the same day, eff ecting 
Estrella Mountain Regional Park and 
all of the county’s other parks.

The fi re bans align with the Mar-
icopa County Air Quality Depart-
ment’s regulations, which prohibit 
outdoor fi res during the summer 
months across all of the county’s 
regional parks.

“In 2024, Maricopa County 
received 4.54 inches of rain. That 
is well below our average annual 
rainfall of 7.36 inches,” said Mar-
icopa County Parks and Recreation 
Director Jennifer Waller. “With the 
summer heat quickly approaching 
and the vegetation as dry as it is, 
the parks are on high alert. Our 
team may implement temporary 
fi re bans due to high winds or 

poor air quality before the annual 
fi re ban goes into eff ect to ensure 
public safety and protect the park’s 
resources. When temporary fi re 
bans are issued, we post the infor-
mation on the website, and visitors 
are notifi ed upon entry to the park. 
The parks also stop selling fi rewood 
during this time.”

The ban prohibits campfi res, fi re 
pits and charcoal grills. Gas and 
propane grills may still be used, 
but only in designated areas such 
as semi-developed and developed 
campsites. Campfi res along the 
shoreline at Lake Pleasant Regional 
Park are also prohibited. 

Smoking is restricted to enclosed 
vehicles and campers, and visitors 
are asked to properly extinguish and 
dispose of cigarette waste.

Although the ban is set to end 
Sept. 30, park offi  cials will monitor 
conditions throughout the summer 
and may extend it if necessary. 

Ramp
• From page 4

Ariozna Highways began publsihing 100 years ago. 
(Arizona Highways)
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Join Us for Our Annual Meeting 2025
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Rosati’s Pizza 
has offi  cially opened 

its doors in Goodyear, 
bringing Chicago-style 
pizza to the West Val-
ley. The new location 
at 560 N. Estrella Park-
way off ers a full menu 
of deep-dish favorites 
and crispy thin-crust op-
tions. Guests can dine in 
or carry out.

QuikTrip is now 
open at 17260 W. 

Yuma Road in Goodyear. 
The convenience store 
and fuel station features a 
QT Kitchen off ering hot 
meals and snacks, along 
with a wide selection of 
drinks and grab-and-go 
items.

The Yard Milk-
shake Bar is now 

open at 2015 N. Globe 
Drive in Goodyear. 

Known for its extrav-
agant milkshakes, ice 
cream creations, and 
edible cookie dough, the 
dessert shop celebrated 
its ribbon-cutting cere-
mony on March 14. A 
full grand opening week-
end followed through 
March 16.

Ono Hawai-
ian BBQ is expand-

ing in Goodyear with 
two locations current-
ly under construction. 
The restaurants will 
be located at 1205 N. 
Estrella Parkway and 
16960 W. Yuma Road. 
The fast-casual chain is 
known for its grilled Ha-
waiian barbecue plates 
and island-inspired 
sides. Opening dates 
have not yet been an-
nounced. 

BUSINESS MOVES

CAMELBACK RD.

W. INDIAN SCHOOL RD.

MCDOWELL RD. MCDOWELL RD.

W. VAN BUREN ST

YUMA RD.

W. LOWER BUCKEYE RD.

CITRUS RD.

PERRYVILLE RD.

N. JACKRABBIR TRAIL

S. COTTON LN.

SARIVAL AVE.

ESTRELLA PKW
Y

N. BULLARD AVE.

N. LITCHFIELD RD.

PEBBLE CREEK PKW
Y303

I-10

DYSART RD

NOW OPEN
1

2

4

52

1

4

3

The Yard Milkshake Bar opens. (Mary Goldmeer/Independent 
Newsmedia)

Rosati’s Pizza opens its doors. (Submitted photo/Goodyear Eco-
nomic Development)

QuikTrip opens its newest Goodyear location. (Submitted photo/
Goodyear Economic Development)
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Litchfi eld Park to move forward with Litchfi eld Square development project
By Mary Goldmeer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Litchfi eld Park City Coun-
cil will consider key amendments to 
its Litchfi eld Square development 
agreement with LP Heritage Part-
ners LLC

The amendments, to be consid-
ered at 6 p.m. Wednesday, April 2, at 
at 101 W Wigwam Blvd.,  in the Li-
tchfi eld Park Branch Library Com-
munity Room, are intended to keep 
the developer on track for construc-
tion for the project in the city’s long-
planned downtown district.

Heritage Partners purchased Par-
cel 3 in Litchfi eld Square in 2022 and 
acquired Parcel 4, a parking area, in 
2024 through an amended agree-
ment. Under that agreement, con-
struction was required to begin by 
April 15, 2025.

The proposed second amendment 

would push that deadline slightly, re-
quiring all permits to be paid by April 
15 and groundbreaking to begin by 
May 1.

If construction does not start on 
time, the developer will face a $500 
daily late fee.

Once work begins, the project 

must be completed within 18 months 
unless an extension is granted. The 
city would also provide reimburse-
ment for asphalt construction at the 
Litchfi eld Square entry, in addition 
to curb and gutter costs previously 
covered.

To support Heritage Partners in 

securing fi nancing, the city also will 
consider a subordination agreement 
that grants UMB Bank priority in-
terest in the property as collateral for 
the developer’s construction loan. 
The city would retain the right to re-
claim the property if construction is 
not completed on schedule, though 
any reconveyance would be subject 
to satisfying the bank’s deed of trust.

City staff  have recommended ap-
proval of both agreements, emphasiz-
ing their importance in keeping the 
project on track.

Heritage Partners’ project will be 
among the fi rst major development 
in Litchfi eld Square, a downtown 
hub that has been in the works for 
decades. The city fi rst envisioned the 
district in 1994, acquiring land over 
the years and working with residents 
to ensure the development aligns 
with the community’s character. 

Litchfi eld Park prepares to move forward with Heritage Partners project in Litchfi eld Square. (Submit-
ted photo\City of Litchfi eld Park)

BUSINESS
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Goodyear facility celebrates window production milestone 
Employees at Andersen Win-

dows’ Goodyear facility recently 
joined in a nationwide celebration 
as the company marked the pro-
duction of its 10 millionth 100 Se-
ries window.

Founded in 1903, Andersen 
Corporation is headquartered in 
Bayport, Minnesota, and employs 
more than 12,000 people across 
North America. 

The company manufactures 
windows and doors under several 
brands, including Andersen Win-
dows & Doors and Renewal by An-
dersen, serving the new residential, 
home improvement and light com-
mercial building sectors.

The Goodyear plant, which as-
sembles products in the 100 Series 
line, held an event recognizing em-
ployees’ contributions to the mile-
stone. Staff gathered for remarks, 
refreshments and the opportunity 
to sign a commemorative window.

“This milestone is a testament 
to the dedication and hard work of 
our team at Andersen,” said Bran-
don Berg, senior vice president of 
research, development and inno-
vation at Andersen Corporation 
and a board member of Twin Cit-
ies Habitat for Humanity. “We are 
proud to see the impact our 100 
Series windows have had on homes 

across America, and we are excited 
to continue to support the work of 
Habitat for Humanity to make sta-
ble, affordable homeownership a 
reality for more families.”

 The windows are made from a 
composite material that includes 
40 percent reclaimed wood fiber by 
weight. According to the company, 
the line was developed to offer en-

ergy efficiency and durability.
The Goodyear facility is one of 

three in the U.S. assembling the 
100 Series, alongside sites in Bay-
port, Minn., and Garland, Texas. 
Products built at the Arizona site 
are distributed nationwide.

To mark the production mile-
stone, Andersen is donating 100 
Series windows to a Twin Cities 
Habitat for Humanity home in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. The home is 
part of “The Heights,” a 147-unit 
affordable housing development 
that Twin Cities Habitat says is its 
largest project to date. The Heights 
is being designed as one of Minne-
sota’s most energy-efficient neigh-
borhoods, aligning with the materi-
al and performance qualities of the 
donated products.

“Andersen has been an integral 
partner in Twin Cities Habitat’s 
mission since 1989, contributing 
millions in sponsorship and prod-
uct, and invaluable volunteerism 
and board service,” said Chris 
Coleman, president and CEO of 
Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity. 
“Hundreds of Twin Cities Habitat 
homeowners have improved home 
efficiency and lower utility bills 
thanks to Andersen windows.”

Visit renewalbyandersen.com 
for more information.

Andersen Windows’ Goodyear celebrates the production of its 10 millionth window. (Submitted photo/
Aliki Vrohidis)
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Close-knit Tigers surprise 
state

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Millennium baseball’s senior class 
and third-year coach James McDon-
ald were determined to make this 
season diff erMillennium baseball’s 
senior class and third-year coach 
James McDonald were determined 
to make this season diff erent, from 
the day they fi rst got together in the 
fall.

The result is stunning to those 
outside the Southwest Valley. The 
Tigers were 14-14 in the 5A Con-
ference in 2024 and it was a rough 
season, other than a play-in upset of 
Scottsdale Desert Mountain.

As of April 15, Millennium was 
16-8 and ranked No. 9 the 6A Con-
ference despite moving up into one 
of the toughest regions in the con-
ference, which is deeper now than at 
any point this decade.

McDonald said he believed this 
team could compete in 6A from day 
one.

“The thing I saw that excited me 
was they care for one another. And 

I understand that as a player. When 
someone cares, you’re going to get 
the most out of that person,” Mc-
Donald said. “They can go out there 
and play beyond what they think 
they’re capable of in baseball when 

they have that type of support sys-
tem.”

This team also is not piling up wins 
against the bottom half of 6A, split-
ting its Central Region showdowns 
with fellow top 10 teams Tempe Co-

rona del Sol, Phoenix Brophy Prep 
and Phoenix Desert Vista.

Senior pitcher David Sheppard 
said a 2-1 loss to Brophy in fall 
proved this team was not scared. 

VS

Rumble on the Gridiron: 
With every ticket purchase, you're not just witnessing an epic game but also supporting the local community—
Proceeds support community journalism at the Daily Independent newspaper at YourValley.net. It's a win-win!

Don’t wait—tickets won’t last long. 
Secure your spot today and be part of the action!

Location: Desert Diamond Arena, Glendale
Date: Saturday, June 14th
Kickoff: 6:05 PM

PURCHASE 
TICKETS HERE

INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

PMark your calendars and prepare for a showdown you won't want to miss.

SPORTS

Millennium baseball players celebrate a ealk-off  win March 18 against Mountain Ridge on their home fi eld in Goodyear. (Courtesy James McDonald)

Millennium moves up to 6A baseball, into contention
WEST VALLEY PREPS

• See Tigers on page 15



Upsets over Sunrise Mountain and 
Centennial in the preseason tourna-
ment reinforced that belief.

“Last year it was kind of an old-
er group and kind of this animos-
ity among each other. As a group 
we didn’t really click,” Sheppard 
said. “This year, being a senior and 
having that experience, I and Josue 
Malave were able to take the team 
under our wing.”

Malave credited the second tour-
nament game, the 9-8 win over Sun-
rise Mountain in eight innings, with 
setting the tone.

“For me it was the game against 
Sunrise Mountain,” Malave said. 
“We were down in the last inning 
by three runs. We were able to come 
together and come through in the fi -
nal inning. That’s when I really saw 
what we truly had inside.”

He and McDonald also credited 

every member of this team for their 
ability to let go.

The key, Malave said, was to stop 
worrying about results and to not 
force players into a certain template.

“We let everybody be who they 
are and we adjust to each other’s 
strengths and weaknesses. That’s 
what’s really helping us,” Malave 
said.

The coach also curbed his natural 
inclinations, sitting back and enjoy-
ing the ride.

“I also think I’ve let go and trust-
ed in them. Let them play their 
game and be who they are. That’s a 
bigger growth moment for me as a 
coach, taking a step back and letting 
those boys be themselves,” McDon-
ald said.

Two sophomores and two fresh-
man regularly start in the batting 
order.

Freshmen Chase Fillman and 
Peyton Burgess shuttle in and out of 
the lineup and are the team’s top two 
in on-base percentage. Sophomore 

Matthew Nevarez has a team high 
three home runs and leads in slug-
ging percentage, and sophomore Cy 
Buchberger tops the Tigers in stolen 
bases and runs scored.

“I feel like we’re swinging it bet-
ter and we’re a lot more athletic this 
year. We’ve got a lot of young, ath-
letic kids that can make plays. We 
can make plays with our legs, our 
speed and also with our hitting ap-
proach — our two-strike approach 
is a big difference this year. When 
we get two strikes, our boys are 
touching their helmets and looking 
at the dugout, to let them know this 
at bat is for the team,” McDonald 
said.

Seniors made a point to mentor 
the younger players.

Other senior leaders include out-
fi elder/pitchers Sullivan Causey and 
Gabriel Mendoza. Malave credit-
ed senior pitchers Mason Rescina, 
Christian Moreno and Ryan Daniels 
with providing the team with energy 
in the dugout.

“Yes, the talent is there. We’ve 
got some good young talent. But 
the biggest thing for me is the senior 
leadership of that young talent is 
having is the special thing. They’re 
teaching them the right way,” Mc-
Donald said.

Sheppard, the No. 1 starting 
pitcher, said he is not worried about 
who the Tigers play. 

No matter the circumstances, the 
ace believes the team can get the job 
done.

A 4-0 win at Corona del Sol April 
1, and a 4-0 win at Brophy April 7 
add credibility to that view.

“This being my last year, and 
with everything this team has been 
through, it would mean everything 
to me. Knowing that there’s other 
great teams in the state and playing 
great competition is really reward-
ing, especially when you come out 
on top. When we beat Corona del 
Sol, that was a great feeling and we 
knew we had something special,” 
Sheppard said. 
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By Mary Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Litchfi eld Elementary School 
District Governing Board approved a 
lease agreement to bring more than 
$1.2 million in classroom technology 
to 11 district campuses over the next 
three years.

Under the plan, the district would 
enter into a master lease agreement 
with TEQlease Education Finance to 
acquire 420 Promethean ActivPanel 
9 Premium interactive displays, along 
with mobile stands, so ware licenses 
and extended warranties. The equip-
ment would support a districtwide 
refresh of classroom technology that 
will last up to 15 years. 

The Promethean ActivPanel is a 
75-inch interactive display designed 
for education. It functions as a digi-
tal whiteboard, touch-screen mon-
itor and instructional hub, allowing 
teachers and students to interact di-

rectly with lessons. Teachers can cast 
content from their laptops, launch 
educational apps and annotate docu-
ments in real time. The devices also 
come with classroom management 
so ware that allows IT staff  to mon-
itor and update the equipment re-
motely.

According to board documents, 
the panels will be installed at the fol-

lowing schools: Wigwam Creek Mid-
dle School, Palm Valley Elementary, 
Western Sky Middle School, Mabel 
Padgett Elementary, Litchfi eld Ele-
mentary, Corte Sierra Elementary, 
Verrado Heritage Elementary, L. 
Thomas Heck Middle School, Belen 
Soto Elementary, Scott Libby Ele-
mentary and White Tanks Learning 
Center. 

EDUCATION

Litchfi eld Elementary’s school board is set to vote on a $1.2 million lease for digital whiteboards. (Sub-
mitted photo/Litchfi eld Elementary School District)

IN BRIEF
Goodyear school receives 
family experience award

The Goddard School of Good-
year has been honored with The 
Goddard Outstanding Family Ex-
perience Award for the second con-
secutive year. This award recog-
nizes franchisees who consistently 
deliver exceptional experiences to 
families.

JoEllen Johnson and Kimberly 
Camarillo, owners of The Goddard 
School of Goodyear, were named 
The Goddard Outstanding Family 
Experience Award winners at the 
2025 Goddard School Franchisee 
Convention in Las Vegas.

“Johnson and Camarillo culti-
vate family loyalty by fostering a 
culture within their school that en-
sures the highest level of service and 
care is provided to both current and 
prospective families,” stated Joseph 
Markle, the Public Relations Spe-
cialist for The Goddard School. 
“Their unwavering commitment to 
consistent excellence—a key com-
ponent of this award’s criteria—has 
earned them this recognition for the 
second consecutive year.”

Established in 2009, The God-
dard School of Goodyear off ers ear-
ly childhood education programs 
for infants through pre-kindergar-
ten.

The school operates Monday 
through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. It is nationally Cognia ac-
credited, Cognia STEM certifi ed, 
and recognized as a 5-Star Quality 
First School.

The Goodyear location celebrat-
ed alongside other award recipients 
from across the country.

Visit goddardschool.com for 
more information. 

Todd appointed to Liberty Elementary School Board
amid budget concerns

By Mary Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Michael Todd was appointed to the 
Liberty Elementary School District 
governing board, fi lling a months-long 
vacancy on the fi ve-member board.

Maricopa County School Superin-
tendent Shelli Boggs announced the 
decision in a press release, citing the 
district’s fl uctuating budget as a key 
factor in her selection.

Boggs’ offi  ce stated she attended a 
candidate forum hosted by the district, 
met with applicants and community 
members, and ultimately chose Todd 
because of his prior experience on the 

board and familiarity with budget is-
sues.

“Mr. Todd brings a strong fi nan-
cial and business background coupled 
with deep community ties and existing 

knowledge of the dis-
trict,” Boggs said in a 
press release.

Todd previously 
served as board presi-
dent until his resignation 
in September 2024 over 
concerns regarding the 

district’s response to an assault and a 
school shooting threat.

His appointment comes just ahead 

of a special board meeting on Thurs-
day, April 3, where members will select 
new board leadership. Currently, Kellie 
Zimmerman serves as vice president. 
When she was voted into the role, she 
had also sought the board presiden-
cy following the resignation of former 
board president Bryan Parks, whose 
empty seat Todd will fi ll.

Tood and Liberty leadership did not 
respond to request for comment.

Following the appointment, 4 Lib-
erty Kids, a political action committee 
made up of district parents and com-
munity members, issued a statement 
expressing concerns. 

Michael Todd

Litchfi eld Elementary board approves $1.2 million 
lease for classroom tech
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For Tomich, working with hors-
es isn’t just a career, it’s a calling 
that goes back to her earliest mem-
ories. As she grew older, her passion 
for horses remained strong, but she 
wanted to do more than just work in 
the industry, she wanted to create a 
space where horses and people could 
connect in a meaningful way.

“When my grandfather passed, 
I realized that I wanted to contin-
ue with horses in a way that would 
be community regulated,” she said. 
“Not so much just being a horse 
trainer, but creating a sense of com-
munity.”

Before founding 906 Wellness/
Equine, Tomich worked in various 
equine disciplines but felt there had 
to be a diff erent approach, one that 
focused on relationships rather than 
competition.

Her father, a Vietnam veteran, was 
one of her biggest supporters. A er 
he and her mother passed, she used 
her inheritance to invest in the prop-
erty she and Gandee now run, build-
ing a healing space for others.

“The timing of it — God’s hand 
was in it,” she said. “We just hap-
pened to have money at the time, and 
we thought, ‘Well, this would be a 
good stewardship of the money they 
had worked really hard for.’”

For Gandee, the journey into 
equine therapy was unexpected. He 
had never been around horses before 
meeting Tomich, but a er sitting in 
on one of her seminars, something 
changed.

“I don’t want to work for corpo-
rate,” he told her. “I want to do this 
because I can see how much joy it 
brings.”

Beyond working with individual 
clients, Gandee and Tomich are pas-
sionate about expanding equine-as-

sisted therapy through education.
Recently, they hosted a profes-

sional training seminar led by the 
O.K. Corral Series, an organization 
founded by Greg Kersten, the pio-
neer of equine-assisted psychother-
apy. The event drew professionals 
from across Arizona, as well as from 
Colorado, Alabama and Tennessee.

Scott and Kim Warner, founders 
of Hope thru Hooves, led the train-
ing. Scott, a farrier with nearly 30 
years of experience, and Kim, a li-
censed special education teacher 
with a master’s degree in organiza-
tional management, guided partic-
ipants through the fundamentals of 
equine-assisted therapy.

“If the horses don’t address the 
thing that causes them pressure, it 
will become pain. Humans are the 
same way,” Kim Warner said.

Attendees learned how to use 
equine-assisted exercises to help cli-
ents recognize their own behaviors 
and emotional patterns.

“We’re prompting our clients 
to ask questions about themselves, 
questions that they can answer 
through refl ection and through the 
experiences mirrored with the hors-
es,” Warner said.

One of the core principles empha-
sized was that horses naturally refl ect 

human emotions without judgment, 
allowing clients to process their feel-
ings in a nonverbal, deeply personal 
way.

“When I’m with them, I feel the 
presence of the Lord next to me,” 
Tomich said. “They don’t have any 
ego. They don’t care what you look 
like. They don’t care what they look 
like. They behave because that’s 
how they are. They respond to what 
you’ve got going on, and they give 
you the space — or hold the space — 
for you to fi gure it out.”

The seminar, titled “Giddy Up 
and Get Over It!,” covered key 
equine-assisted therapy techniques, 
including:

- Catch and Halter: Teaching in-
dividuals about trust and relation-
ship-building.

- Lunging: A metaphor for control 
and communication.

- The Lie Detector: Helping cli-
ents recognize personal authenticity.

- Life’s Little Obstacles: A guided 
exercise that mirrors real-world chal-
lenges.

These exercises were developed 
by Kersten in the 1990s and continue 
to be foundational in equine-assisted 
therapy today.

As equine-assisted therapy grows 
in popularity, competition within the 

industry has sometimes created bar-
riers to collaboration.

“Too o en, people see it as be-
ing competitive,” Tomich said. “But 
the thing is, there are enough horses. 
There are enough people who can 
benefi t. And the more that we raise 
each other, the better it gets.”

Gandee and Tomich are working 
to change that by educating others 
and making equine therapy more 
accessible. Their ultimate goal is to 
become an accredited educational 
facility, ensuring more professionals 
are trained in these transformative 
techniques.

The philosophy behind equine-as-
sisted therapy is simple: Horses teach 
people about themselves. Because 
horses are highly sensitive to human 
emotions, they mirror behaviors and 
help individuals understand their 
own emotional responses.

“Your horses do your pulling for 
you, encouraging them forward,” 
Warner said.

For Gandee and Tomich, the work 
is deeply personal. They have seen 
fi rsthand how equine therapy can 
help people overcome trauma, build 
confi dence and strengthen relation-
ships. They believe that, by sharing 
their knowledge, they can make a 

Equine professionals learn techniques on equine assisted learning administrators. (Mary Goldmeer/Independent Newsmedia)

Horses
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

• See Equine on page 27
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$500 
OFF

Kitchens & 
Vanities

Must present at time 
of consultation

Offer expires 8/31/25

StepUpStopCancer.org

Isabella, 4

Help us stop 
childhood cancer 
in its tracks.
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Goodyear priest to depart for role in national 
vocations ministry  

By Mary Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Rev. Andrew Fritz will leave 
Goodyear’s St. John Vianney Catholic 
Church and School this summer to be-
gin a new assignment as associate direc-
tor of vocations for the U.S. Province of 
the Congregation of Holy Cross.  

The Congregation of Holy Cross, 
which provides priests and brothers to 
serve at St. John Vianney, periodical-
ly reassigns clergy members to various 
roles.

In his new position, Fritz will assist 
with retreats, pilgrimages and voca-
tional events. He will also help people 
interested in dedicating themselves to 
Catholisism by connecting them with 
the church and guiding them through 
their educational and pastoral develop-
ment.  

Fritz arrived at St. John Vianney as 
a seminarian in 2021 and was ordained 
as a priest in August 2022. In a state-

ment released in the church’s bulletin 
on Sunday, March 2, Fritz thanked the 
parish community for its support.  

“Since I showed up here in Good-

year as a seminarian… I have been 
keenly aware of exactly how all of you 
have been given to me as a gi  from 
God. Now that awareness is even more 
profound.” Fritz stated. “Please pray for 
me during these months of transition 
into this role and know that your names 
are in mine every day.”

Fritz, a Maryland native, began his 
formation with the Congregation of 
Holy Cross in 2012 while studying an-
thropology and philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. 

He later earned a Master of Divinity 
from Notre Dame in 2021. His ministry 
has included roles in education, service 
to people experiencing homelessness, 
and pastoral care in the United States 
and abroad. 

St. John Vianney community mem-
bers will have an opportunity to recog-
nize Fritz’s contributions before his de-
parture in July. 

Visit sjvaz.net for more information.

NEIGHBORS

The Rev. Andrew Fritz will leave Goodyear church 
to begin a new assignment with the U.S. Holy 
Cross. (Submitted photo/St. John Vianney Cath-
olic Church)

Goodyear native honored as Junior Sailor of the Quarter
Petty Offi  cer 3rd Class Roberto Val-

dez, a Goodyear native and 2017 grad-
uate of Estrella Foothills High School, 
has been named Junior Sailor of the 
Quarter while serving with U.S. Navy 
Medicine Readiness and Training 
Command Sigonella in Italy.

The award recognizes enlisted sailors 
in the E-4 pay grade who demonstrate 
superior performance, leadership, and 
professionalism.

“Valdez is an outstanding sailor re-
warded for the work and sacrifi ces he 
has made and for his potential to be a 
future Navy leader,” said Lt. Fremmy 
Cuadra, Emergency Department divi-
sion offi  cer. “Selfl essness and camara-
derie are distinguished attributes that… 

Valdez brings to our… team.” 
Valdez credits his upbringing in 

Goodyear for shaping his character and 
career.

“I was taught how to be disciplined, 
humble and caring by my parents, and 
that has made me the person I am to-
day,” Valdez said.

He joined the Navy nearly seven 
years ago a er initially considering the 
Marine Corps.

“I wanted to join the Marines at fi rst 
because I wanted to do grunt (or) infan-
try stuff ,” Valdez said. “Then, one of my 
friends from high school recommended 
that I become a hospital corpsman so I 
could do grunt (or) infantry stuff  and 
save lives.” 

Roberto Valdez is named Junior Sailor of the Quar-
ter. (Submitted photo/Megan Lemly)

IN BRIEF
New Life Center begins 
renovations on suites 
for domestic violence 
survivors

New Life Center, one of Ari-
zona’s largest domestic violence 
shelters, has begun construction 
on new single suites designed to 
provide customized support for 
survivors.

Previously, individuals 
arriving alone stayed in casitas 
intended for families. The new 
suites will optimize shelter ca-
pacity while ensuring that each 
survivor receives personalized 
care and space.

 Visit newlifectr.org for more 
information.

 

Wildlife World Zoo 
announces newborn 
giraff e

Wildlife World Zoo, Aquari-
um & Safari Park is welcoming 
a new addition to its family, 
Bailey, a newborn reticulated 
giraff e. Born on March 15, Bai-
ley stands six feet tall. 

Wildlife World Zoo welcomes a newborn re-
ticulated giraff e.(Submitted photo/Wild-
life World Zoo)
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Civility
Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues.

 Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the 
person. Refrain from demonizing others for their opinions. 
Assume those you disagree with are, like you, genuinely 
interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, 
name-calling, harassment and threats directed at another 
person — or that person’s race, gender, religion, ethnicity, 
etc. — have no place in civil discussions. Find ways to 
respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. 
Value honesty. Make only accurate statements when 
making your point and avoid exaggeration and stereotypes. 

When appropriate, cite your sources of information that 
others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as 
opinions (not stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent 
the views of others or falsely claim your opinions represent 
someone else. If quoting the words of others, identify and 
credit the source.

 Listen and learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen 
to those we disagree with (as well as those we support) and 
be genuine in our attempts to understand their point of 
view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully seeking out views 
that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with 
others, look for even small areas of agreement — which can 
be the gateway to working together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether 
it involves your own information or those with whom you 
disagree. Revealing private information about someone 
else is rude, unethical, potentially harmful and, in many 
cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online 
as well as in public and in your interaction with others. 
Encourage others to practice these civil behaviors. And it’s 
OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be courteous, 
respectful and helpful in your approach.

Renowned jazz percussionist and 
educator Dominick “Dom” Moio 
will headline this month’s Hot Cof-
fee Art Lecture series in Goodyear 
with an exploration of Brazilian mu-
sic, its cultural roots, and its vibrant 
rhythms.

The free event takes place Tues-
day, April 29, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Goodyear City Hall in the Canyon 
Trails Training Room, located at 
1900 N. Civic Square.

Moio, who retired from Arizona 
State University in 2023 a er 33 
years as the Jazz Drum Set Profes-
sor and Director of the ASU Latin 
Jazz Ensemble, continues to perform 
across the Phoenix area. Known for 
his deep knowledge of Latin and 
Brazilian music, Moio will guide at-
tendees through the diverse regional 
styles of Brazilian music and demon-
strate traditional percussion instru-
ments in an interactive, hands-on 
format.

Moio’s lecture, titled “Brazil 
and Its Music,” draws on decades 
of experience. In 2011, he spent 
two weeks in Brazil performing and 
teaching, immersing himself in the 
country’s rich musical traditions. 
That journey built upon a career 
shaped by jazz legends and interna-

tional stages.
Moio began playing drums in the 

fi  h grade under the mentorship of 
Dick Demers, eventually studying 
with celebrated drummers Bernard 
Purdie in New York and Alan Daw-
son in Boston, dedicating his fi rst 
book “Be Bop Phrasing for Drums” 
to the latter.

Before settling in Arizona, Moio 
spent a decade working the show 
circuit in Reno, Nevada, including 
a four-year stint as house drummer 
for the MGM Grand and the “Hello 

Hollywood Hello” show. There, he 
performed alongside entertainment 
icons like Don Rickles, Joan Rivers, 
Tony Orlando, Shirley Jones, and 
Debbie Reynolds. During this time, 
he also played with jazz greats such 
as Ahmad Jamal, Don Menza, Herb 
Ellis, and Red Holloway.

 The Hot Coff ee Art Lecture series 
is hosted monthly and is open to the 
public. Attendees are encouraged to 
arrive early for the best seating.

Visit goodyearaz.gov for more in-
formation.

THINGS TO DO
IN BRIEF

Dom Moio 
leads 
Goodyear’s 
April lec-
ture series 
teaching 
about 
Brazil and 
its music. 
(Submitted 
photo/ Dom 
Moio)

Jazz drummer Dominick Moio to lead Goodyear’s April
 Hot Coff ee Art Lecture 

Star Party
A free event put on by the West Valley Astronomy 
Club. Live jazz and education opertunities for the 

family with high powered telecopes.
Georgia T Lord Library
1900 N. Civic Square,

Goodyear
7-8:30 p.m.

 

Mayor Select Art 
Awards

An event celebrating Goodyear’s youth artists. A 
cerimony will take place to distribute scholarships 

and ribbons to the artists.
Goodyear Civic Square 
1900 N. Civic Square,

Goodyear
6:30 p.m

 
P.W. Litchfi eld 

Heritage Lecture
The P.W. Litchfield Heritge Center presents a lecture 

on the history of the Wallace and Ladmo Show. Steve 
Hoza will speak on the history of the program and 

distribute show memorabilia, including Ladmo bags.
Goodyear City Hall

1900 N. Civic Square,
Goodyear
10-11 a.m.

APRIL 22

MAY 2

MAY 15
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training high-quality pilots while also 
creating opportunities for individuals 
who may not have previously consid-
ered aviation as a career.

United Aviate Academy is de-
signed for students with little to no 
prior fl ight experience, preparing 
them to become fully certifi ed pilots 
in about a year. The training begins 
with earning a private pilot license in 
as little as four months, followed by 
additional certifi cations needed for 
commercial aviation.

The program is rigorous, with stu-
dents training in single-engine and 
multi-engine aircra , as well as ad-
vanced simulators. The student-in-
structor ratio is 2-to-1, allowing for 
highly personalized instruction.

“It’s very fast-paced learning here. 
Within the fi rst week, I was up in 
the air,” said Steven Lochhead, a 
student from Las Vegas. “It’s a little 
like drinking from the fi rehose, but 
there’s a lot to get done.”

That rapid pace means students 
must be highly disciplined and com-
mitted to their training.

“You really have to be passion-
ate about aviation to succeed here,” 
Lochhead said. “I’m learning how to 
fl y safely and at a professional stan-
dard, I want to get to that commercial 
level.”

United Aviate Academy off ers a 
structured career path that guides 
students from their fi rst fl ight lesson 
to a job with United Airlines. Many 
graduates stay on as instructors, help-
ing train future students while accu-
mulating fl ight hours required to ad-
vance in their careers.

Alex Doña, a certifi ed fl ight in-
structor from Washington, D.C., 
took that path a er completing the 
program.

“I joined the program with the 

idea of eventually fl ying for United,” 
Doña said. “Aviation has always been 
in my family—my dad was a naviga-
tor—so it kind of runs in the blood. 
When I had the opportunity here, 
I jumped on it and haven’t looked 
back.”

As an instructor, Doña is now re-
sponsible for training the next wave 
of pilots.

“We have to put the work in,” he 
said. “At the end of the day, it’s not 
just learning how to fl y a plane. It’s 
learning how to fl y a plane safely.”

Hales, who previously led avia-
tion education programs at Delaware 
State University, said his experience 
in higher education has helped him 

anticipate and address challenges at 
the academy.

“A lot of the things that were suc-
cessful for me at Delaware State Uni-
versity are applicable here,” he said. 
“This is purely fl ight training, but it’s 
also an educational institution, and 
many of the leadership concepts that 
apply in aviation education are need-
ed here as well.”

According to Hales, United Aviate 
Academy stands apart from tradition-
al fl ight schools by off ering a clear ca-
reer path with United Airlines. The 
program is highly competitive, with 
fewer than 10% of applicants accept-
ed.

“This is a very highly selective 

program to get into,” Hales said. “We 
want the best and brightest, and we 
are setting them up for long-term 
success.”

Through United’s Aviate program, 
graduates can transition to fl ying for 
an Aviate United Express carrier or a 
Part 135 operator before eventually 
moving up to United Airlines. The 
academy also provides mentorship, 
coaching and early exposure to Unit-
ed’s culture.

With a training cost of approx-
imately $89,000, United Aviate 
Academy off ers fi nancial assistance 
through scholarships and loan op-
tions. The academy partners with 
organizations such as the Latino Pi-
lots Association, National Gay Pilots 
Association, Organization of Black 
Aerospace Professionals and Women 
in Aviation International to distribute 
scholarship funds.

But the academy’s investment ex-
tends beyond its students. Hales said 
the organization is also committed to 
supporting the local community.

“We realize we’ve got to fl y 
friendly. That’s true regardless of 
whether there were complaints about 
us or not,” he said. “We are part of 
this community, we embrace this 
community. We’re providing jobs 
and revenue in this community, 
and we’re a huge revenue generator 
for Goodyear Airport as well as the 
greater Phoenix area.”

The academy operates the major-
ity of fl ights at Goodyear Airport, 
though it is not the only fl ight school 
there. Hales said the academy has re-
viewed noise complaints and identi-
fi ed aff ected communities as part of 
its eff orts to be a good neighbor.

“It’s an investment in the individ-
ual as well as the community, and 
then we become part of that success 
story for the student who ultimately 
perhaps catches the vision and de-

Steven Lochhead learns to fl y at United Aviate Academy. (Mary Goldmeer/Independent Newsmedia)

Michael Hales said he prioritizes student success at the United Aviate Acadamy. (Mary Goldmeer/
Independent Newsmedia)

UAA
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

• See Aviation on page 27
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John Nix
602-234-3426

9515 W Camelback Rd
¡Hablamos Español! 

APRIL 25 THROUGH JUNE 5, 2025
It’s Not “So Far Away”

Get Your Tickets Before “It’s Too Late”, baby.
azbroadway.org  |  623.776.8400

PEORIA LOCATION
9800 N 91st Ave, Ste. 120, Peoria
Olive & 91st Ave (Between Olive & Peoria)

LITCHFIELD PARK LOCATION
5110 N Dysart Rd, Ste. B150, Litchfield Park

Dysart & Camelback (Next to II Primo, Tailgaters)

www.bravodancefamily.com
info@bravodancefamily.com | @bravo__dance_family

CLASS OFFERINGS
Starting at age 18 months -Adult

Toddlers, Preschool, Elementary,
 Teens, and Adults

Hip Hop • Jazz • Acro • Ballet • Lyrical

PEORIA LOCATION
9800 N 91st A e Ste 120 Peor

CLASS OFFERI
Starting at age 18 month

Toddlers, Preschool, El
 Teens, and Adu

Hip Hop • Jazz • Acro • Ba

TEENS 11 AND UP
Register and pay for 1 month, 

get a second month FREE!
Offer expires May 31, 2025

2024

WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

YourValley.net

S 11 ANDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD UP

YourValley.netlley.net
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Shopping & Beauty
Aesthetician Optimal Weight and Wellness MedSpa
Aesthetician Taylor O’Hara of Trinity Aesthetics
Aesthetician Angel Garcia-E3 Cryo & Wellness

Professional Services
Window Cleaning Legacy Window Cleaning
Veterinary Hospital Apollo Aminal Hospital
Veterinary Hospital Sunburst Animal Hospital
Veterinary Hospital Blue Pearl Peoria Ave
Veterinarian Apollo Animal Hospital
Veterinarian Sunburst Animal Hospital
Veterinarian Peoria Animal Hospital
Travel Agent Mary Waddell
Travel Agent Bon Voyage Travel
Travel Agent Michael Giorgetti
Title Company Old Republic Title & Escrow - Glendale
Title Company Renee Cazzell Landmark Title
Title Company Magnus Title
Tax Preparer Simply Taxes CPA PLLC
Tax Preparer Kendal T. Mueldener CPA
Tax Preparer Erin Berry Simply Taxes
Senior Living Avanti Senior Living at Peoria
Senior Living The Grand
Senior Living Solstice Senior Living
Real Estate Team Chris and Mickey McGee - Award Realty
Real Estate Team Tami & Christopher Williams
Real Estate Team 501 C. Realty Group
Real Estate Agency Award Realty
Real Estate Agency Rapaport Team @West USA Reality
Real Estate Agency 501 C. Realty Group
Real Estate Agent Connie Byrne
Real Estate Agent Karrie Blum
Real Estate Agent Cie Marchi - Award Realty
Printer  Ambient Business Printing
Printer  Moore Graphics
PPrinter  Precision Printing
Photographer Picture Lady Photography, LLC
Photographer Packer Family Photography
Photographer Sarah Hoag
Pet Boarding Duke's K-9 Lodge, LLC
Pet Boarding Pet Hotel on Bell
Personal Injury Attorney Law Ancora Law Group

West Valley readers pick their favorite businesses
2024

WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

YourValley.net

WINNER

Personal Injury Attorney Law Bryan Folger / Folger Law Firm
Personal Injury Attorney Law Lerner and Rowe
Mortgage Lender  Ed Knowles of Flagstar
Mortgage Lender  Chris Busse with APEX Mortgage
Mortgage Lender  Flagstar Bank
Medical Services  Cardiac Solutions
Maintenance/Janitorial  Big and Small Property Solutions
Maintenance/Janitorial Clean 4 Less
Internet Service Provider Verizon
Internet Service Provider Cox
Insurance Agent  Heather Olsen Olsen Insurance
Insurance Agent  Raymond Grim
Insurance Agent  Julie Griff ith
Insurance Agency  Olson Insurance
Insurance Agency  Raymond E. Grim Agency
Insurance Agency  Ideal Insurance Agency
Funeral Home  Surprise Funeral Care
Funeral Home  Regency Mortuary
Financial Advisor  Michael Murphy with Ironbridge  
      Wealth Counsel
Financial Advisor  Stephen Lomsdalan
Financial Advisor  Oxford Retirement & 
      Estate Planning

Estate/Trust Attorney  Ancora Law Group
Estate/Trust Attorney  HP Law Group
Estate/Trust Attorney  Civitas Law Group
Electrical Contractor  Belmont Electric
Electrical Contractor  A&M Electrical
Electrical Contractor  Perfection Electric LLC
Customer Service  Award Realty
Customer Service  Lerner & Rowe
Customer Service  Johnson & Associates, P.L.L.C.
Credit Union  OneAz
Credit Union  Desert Financial
Computer Consulting Firm Micro One Technologies
Computer Consulting Firm Happy Geeks
Commercial Real Estate 
   Agent/Agency  AWARD REALTY
Commercial Real Estate 
   Agent/Agency  Andrew Monoghan of the   
      Monoghan Group
Commercial Real Estate 
   Agent/Agency  Bob Saling/Award Realty
Childcare/Daycare Facility Growing Minds Preschool
Childcare/Daycare Facility Guidepost Montessori
Childcare/Daycare Facility Word of Life
Cellular Phone Provider Verizon
Cellular Phone Provider T mobile
Cellular Phone Provider Consumer Cellular
Bank   Flagstar Bank
Bank   Az one Credit Union
Bank   Washington Federal
Attorney/Law Firm  Ancora Law Group
Attorney/Law Firm  HP Law
Attorney/Law Firm  Folger Law
Assisted Living Facility Brookdale North Glendale
Accounting Firm  Da Bookeeping
Accounting Firm  Cambium Consulting
Accounting Firm  Simply Taxes CPA PLLc

Check out next month’s Peoria edition for 
the remaining list of winners. 
If you can’t wait, go to YourValley.net and 
click on Favorites. 

The Daily Independent at YourValley.net hosted an online best-of competition where readers vote for their 
very favorite places to visit. 48,959 people voted for their favorites.

At its core, Valley Favorites helps businesses to thrive. It celebrates the great local businesses and organizations 
serving our communities and keeps them top of mind with local consumers. Congratulations to those who take 
home the honors for their local community. 

Th ank you to our sponsor!
Regency Specialties

14725 W Mountain View Blvd.
Surprise, AZ 85374

Regencyspecialties.com
623-243-9077

marketing@regencyspecialties.com
manager@regencyspecialties.com

Regency Specialties off ers expert plastic surgery, 
dermatology, vein treatment, and spa services, 

providing personalized care and advanced treat-
ments in Arizona

Old Republic Title
17235 N. 75th Avenue

Suite A-125
Glendale, AZ 85308
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our community has to offer - 
the West Valley Favorites!

Voting Results:Voting Results:

Congratulations
to the 2024 West Valley Favorites!

You voted. We counted.  You voted. We counted. 
 

Or go to Or go to 
wvf.yourvalley.net

2024

WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

YourValley.net
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Announcement Part Time
Remote Job Opportunities:

Part-Time Data Entry Specialist
We are seeking a detail-oriented and self-motivated 
individual to accurately and efficiently manage data 

in a flexible work environment.
Part-Time Customer Care Representative

We are looking for a customer-focused and reliable 
individual to assist with inquiries and provide 

support to our clients. Strong communication skills 
and a friendly demeanor are essential.
To Apply: Please send applications to  

apply@willowsbridgepc.com

AC/Heating

GILLEY’S
AC

ROC#276614 | ROC#276616

Residential &
Commercial

Providing Air Conditioning Sales, Service & Installation
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

602-418-3790

MINI WILL COOL ANY
ROOM WITHIN 2 MINUTES

AC/Heating

HEATING & COOLING
Residental • Commercial

Maintenance  • Service  • Repair & Installation
Ask  About  Ductless  Minisplit  UnitsAsk  About  Ductless  Minisplit  Units

Present This Ad for
10% OFF  a New Install!

WE NOW
OFFER DUCT
CLEANING &
SANITATION!

• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured
• ROC# 328964

623-999-8226 www.LevelUpHVAC.com

••
•
••

AIR CONDITIONING & DUCT CLEANING

Call Today To Schedule Your Service Check!

TEMPERATURES IN THETEMPERATURES IN THE
 VALLEY ARE CRAZY! VALLEY ARE CRAZY!

Get Your Service On!Get Your Service On!

Cleaning

HOUSES • OFFICES • APARTMENTSHOUSES • OFFICES • APARTMENTS
Monthly • Bi-Weekly • One TimeMonthly • Bi-Weekly • One Time

References AvailableReferences Available

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
623-261-6360623-261-6360

ANNA’S ANNA’S
HOUSEKEEPINGHOUSEKEEPING LL

C
LL

C

Clean Windows

Excellent 
Window
Cleaning 

&
SUNSCREENS

Free Estimates
Interior/Exterior
Local/Reliable

Steve 
623-341-8197 

Electrical

ELECTRICAL
REPAIRS

602-418-3790

 Electrical Panel Repairs
 Panel Labeling
 Circuit Locations
 Installs

Keeping your lights on 
since 1998

623-810-9788 • LakeElectricAZ.com
lakeelectrician@gmail.com : LakeElectricAZ

MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE HOME 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTION

Senior and veteran’s discounts

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL

Our electricians are highly trained and ready 
for any emergency electrical situation.

CLASSIFIEDS

VISIT US /  EMAIL US
DEADLINE:DEADLINE:   Wednesdays by 3pm /  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

  CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own
Ads Online, It’s Easy!

Go to:
iniusa.org/classifieds

Then select “Place an ad”

$20   per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

.25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60    four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

.25¢ extra per additional word 623.972.6101

Starting at $30
for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum 

BUSINESS/SERVICE
DIRECTORY RATE

EMAILS
iniclassads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org
azobits@iniusa.org

Starting at $30
for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

SELL IT NOW
Call

623-972-6101
To place your ad.Your Ad Goes Here!   To advertise call   623-972-6101 Read the News                       at

 iniusa.org/classifieds

 

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

LET
THEM
KNOW
WHO
YOU
ARE

TODAY
& GET

RESULTS
TOMORROW

To Advertise call

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

GOT STUFF?
DO A GARAGE SALE! 
623-972-6101
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Alex Doña teaches Steven Lochhead how to safely pilot a single engine aircraft. (Mary Goldmeer/In-
dependent Newsmedia)

cides, ‘Hey, I want to be a United pi-
lot,’” he said.

United Aviate Academy is open 
to U.S. citizens and legal permanent 
residents who are at least 18 years 
old and hold a high school diploma 
or GED. Applicants must be able 
to train in provided aircra  with a 
height limit of 6 feet, 3 inches and a 
maximum weight of 250 pounds.

Applications are open several 

times each year. The selection pro-
cess includes assessments, a virtual 
behavioral interview and conditional 
acceptance before training begins.

For students who are accept-
ed, the program requires a full-time 
commitment. Training takes place at 
the academy’s 340,000-square-foot 
facility at Phoenix Goodyear Air-
port, where students have access to 
state-of-the-art simulators, comput-
er-based instruction and hands-on 
fl ight experience.

Visit apply.aviateacademy.com for 
more information.

Aviation
• From page 22

Gutters

602-300-7472
miguelgaxiola9@gmail.com

ROC#347844

QUALITY PRODUCTS & SERVICE
• Seamless 5” & 6” Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES! 
10% OFF with New Installation 

www.RainGutterExpress.com 

EXPERIENCE •LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Landscaping

SUNSET
YARD MAINTENANCEYARD MAINTENANCE

Andres 623-204-7694 
INSUREDINSURED

A dA d 623 204 7694623 204 7694

    Irrigation & Sprinkler RepairsIrrigation & Sprinkler Repairs
    Tree & Palm TrimmingTree & Palm Trimming    
    All Yard NeedsAll Yard Needs
    Weed Control PreventionWeed Control Prevention    
    PaversPavers    
    Concrete WorkConcrete Work

�

�

�

�

�

�

Plumbing

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Licensed•Bonded•Insured•Lic# C37R122566•L37•122567

Quality Plumbing with Quality Service

Christopher Dobash
Owner

WATER, SEWER, GAS
Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

(623) 878-1102•dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
* Garbage Disposals

Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Remodeling

• BATH • KITCHEN • PAINT • CABINETRY
• DRYWALL REPAIRS  • WALLPAPER & POPCORN REMOVAL

• FLOORING • WINDOWS • DOORS • CROWN-MOLDING
• TRIM WORK • BASEBOARDS & MORE!

S I N C E 1 9 8 9

3535
YEARSYEARS

CUSTOM INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR PAINTING & FULL 

HOME REMODELING

11126 W. Wisconsin Ave, #5 - Youngtown
Licensed/Bonded/Insured Limited Liability Corp • ROC #155822 KB02

Listed HOA/PORA

G&G Design & Remodeling

• Home Additions
• Patio Covers
• Kitchens & Baths

����
����	
���
����

623-332-0672 ggdremodeling@cox.net
www.ggdesignremodeling.com �
���������������

���	��� • ����������www.ggdesignremodeling.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Additions • Remodels

On Time, On Budget, 
For Your Peace of Mind.

Free Initial Consultation

623-546-8681
TruBuildersAZ.com

Licensed/Bonded/Insured • Listed with PORA/SCHOA

Your Contractor of Integrity

FROM THE COVER

lasting impact on the fi eld.
“We love our space, and people 

feel safe here,” Gandee said. “What’s 
beautiful about it is that it happens 
organically.”

As 906 Wellness/Equine continues 
to grow, Gandee and Tomich remain 
committed to their mission: providing 
a safe, welcoming space where both 
people and horses can heal

Through their work with clients, 
their educational programs and their 
commitment to community, they are 
proving that equine-assisted therapy 

is more than just an alternative heal-
ing method, it’s a powerful tool for 
transformation. 

The 906 Wellness/Equine part-
ners with veterans and families 
through the Southwest Family Ad-
vocacy Center, collaborating with 
law enforcement from the City of 
Goodyear, City of Avondale, the 
City of Buckeye, and Maricopa 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.

“There must be a diff erent way,” 
Tomich said. “A diff erent way that 
we could bring the horses to commu-
nity.”

And through 906 Wellness/
Equine, they are doing exactly that.

Equine
• From page 18
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40%O
Free Installation
PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA % O

SPECIAL FINANCING

05/31/25.
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