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$155M budget proposed

for city of Apache Junction
$21M for ‘25-26 earmarked for public safety

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
public hearing and adoption of the final $155 mil-
Alion budget for fiscal year 2025-26 for the city of
Apache Junction is slated for a Monday, June 16
meeting.
It starts at 7 p.m. in the city council chambers, 300
E. Superstition Blvd.
The proposed expenditures of the top five depart-
ments funded by the $155,819,660 budget, according
to city records, are:

+ Public safety, $21,087,797;

+ Parks and recreation, $8,899,028;

+ Management services, $6,327,043;

+ General government operations, $6,107,262; and

+ Development services, $3,992,266.

The draft balanced city budget represents the coun-
cil’s goals and objectives for the community, City
Manager Bryant Powell said during a May 5 council
budget work session.

He thanked the finance department for its work to
“correlate where we ended the last fiscal year, where

Shopping local
helps economy,
Apache Junction
businesses

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Apache Junction, Gold Canyon
and Mesa businesses — including the
Apache Junction/Gold Canyon In-
dependent newspaper — are offering
discounts this summer to holders of a
shop local card sold by the Apache
Junction Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

The card costing $2 — valid only
for May 1-Oct. 31, 2025 — is availa-
ble 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday at
the chamber, 567 W. Apache Trail.

The list of where the cards can
be used and discounts offered are
at https://www.ajchamber.com/
shop-local. Discounts range from
10% to 25%. There also are special
discounts such as a free lunch with a
tour of a facility or a free book from a
church.

The chamber’s shop local program
began in May 2015 and was designed
to stimulate local spending by cre-
ating an incentive for consumers to

® Sce Budget on page 10

The top proposed expenditure funded by the $155,819,660 budget, according to city records, is for public safety, $21,087,797. (Rayna Steffen, AJPD)

The Phoenix Independent Captures
Valley News With a Focus on Community

Twice weekly in your USPS mailbox. $12 every four weeks,
or subscribe for one year by paying $150 for 52-weeks and
receive a free t-shirt

888-665-3848

" or email us at customerservice@iniusa.org

support local businesses and boost

® See Shop Local on page 12
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COMMUNITY NEWS

IN BRIEF

GOVERNMENT
Council approves
telecommunications license

A telecommunications license
agreement has been approved between
Flying Bull Internet LL.C — doing
business as Novos Fiber — and the city
of Apache Junction.

The Apache Junction City Council
in a consent agenda with other items
voted unanimously on May 6 to ap-
prove the agreement, authorizing City
Engineer Emile Schmid to execute the
agreement.

Novos Fiber plans to install and
operate telecommunications fiber optic
lines and related support equipment in a
portion of the city’s right of way.

LIBRARY
Apache Junction Public Library

closure postponed

The anticipated closure of the
Apache Junction Public Library, initial-
ly scheduled for Friday, May 16, and
Saturday, May 17, has been postponed
due to equipment shipping delays.

The library, 1177 N. Idaho Road,
was initially set to close to allow for city
contractors to safely remove and replace
the Distribution Board 1 Service En-
trance Section.

The electrical work will be resched-
uled at a later date.

SEWER
Apache Junction Sewer District
budget public hearing slated

A public hearing on this year’s
budget will be held at the June 24
meeting of the Apache Junction Sewer
District board. The meeting starts at 8
a.m. in the District Board Room, 5661
S. Ironwood Drive.

The district is an all-hazards organization responding to more than just fire. Over 76% of all requests for emergen-
cy services include rescue and emergency medical services. (Independent Newsmedia, Arianna Grainey)

Superstition Fire & Medical District
calls for November $33.8M bond election

The board of directors for the Su-
perstition Fire & Medical District
voted unanimously recently to call
for a special election to seek voter
approval to issue bonds to provide
funds to construct, renovate, im-
prove, equip and furnish fire stations
and other district facilities, acquire
apparatus, vehicles and equipment,
and other costs.

The $33.8 million proposal will
appear on a Nov. 4 special election
ballot. The estimated average tax
rate for the proposed bond author-
ization is 27 cents per $100 of net
assessed limited property value.

The April 16 decision was the

culmination of several months of
work by a citizen’s advisory com-
mittee that conducted a public pro-
cess to explore a potential general
obligation bond to address public
safety needs, consider improve-
ments and weigh possible costs to
the taxpayers, according to a re-
lease.

The committee focused on the
history of the district, how fire dis-
tricts are funded in Arizona, current
and future service levels, budgeting
and financial issues, capital needs,
and toured current facilities, it
states.

Following their deliberative pro-

cess, the committee recommended
a special election in 2025 to provide
revenue for modern public safety fa-
cilities, vehicles and equipment.
“We appreciate our local res-
idents who dedicated their time
to review the issues facing our
district,” SFMD Fire Chief John
Whitney said in the release. “Over
the past 10 years, the annual call
volume in the Superstition Fire &
Medical District has increased by
more than 60% from 8,000 calls in
2014 to nearly 13,000 calls in 2024.
At the same time, we face capped

® See SFMD on page 5
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BUSINESS

IN BRIEF

Business licenses
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

There were 48 business licenses
issued in April 2025 in the city of
Apache Junction.

The following business licenses
are listed by name — including do-
ing business as or dba; city; contact
name; and North American Industry
Classification System (code). For the
full list, go to YourValley.net.

+ Dataworks Plus LLC; Green-
ville, South Carolina; Lisa Cole;
Custom Computer Programming
Services (541511).

+ Thirty Second Design LLC
dba Budget Blinds; Phoenix; Ken
Bonham; Interior Design Services
(541410).

+ Decca Multi Family Builders
Inc. Scottsdale; Kristen Zeno; New
Single-Family Housing Construction
(Except For-Sale Builders) (236115).

+ Brothers HVAC Inc.; Peoria;
Tina And Guy Swisher; Plumb-
ing, Heating, And Air-Conditioning
Contractors (238220).

+ Pavion Corp.; Chantilly, Vir-
ginia; Lindsay Driscoll; Audio And
Video Equipment Manufacturing
(334310).

+ Power Of Pain Foundation Inc.
dba International Pain Foundation;
Apache Junction; Ken Taylor; Civic
And Social Organizations (813410).

+ The Back Rub Company LLC;
Phoenix; Tiffany Richards; Other
Personal Care Services (812199).

+ Apex Cleaning Services; Apache
Junction; Gina Schaefer; Janitorial
Services (561720).

+ American Wolf Construction;
Mesa; Richard Carns; New Sin-
gle-Family Housing Construction
(Except For-Sale Builders) (236115).

® See Business on page 14

March 2025 busiest month in history
at Mesa Gateway Airport

By Connor Greenwall
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Mesa Gateway Airport had its
busiest month in history in March
2025, officials said.

More than 200,000 passengers
traveled through the airport in March
2025, the most ever for the airport.
March marked the fourth consecu-
tive month of increased passenger ac-
tivity, said Ryan Smith, the commu-
nications director of Mesa Gateway
Airport.

The airport expects to see dou-
ble-digit growth throughout the sum-
mer based on passenger bookings,
Smith said.

In anticipation of the growth, the
airport had been planning for years,
Smith said. In 2024, the airport
opened a new terminal with five new
passenger gates to handle the addi-
tional volume.

Mesa Gateway Airport is the
largest reliever airport in the greater
Phoenix area, and helps take some of
the passenger load from Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport, the
busiest airport in Arizona.

The airport started in 1941 as
Mesa Military Airport, but was later
renamed to Williams Air Base when
it was acquired by the U.S. military
and was used for flight training during
World War II.

Williams Gateway Airport began
passenger service in the 2000s and
has continued to see year-after-year
growth alongside the surrounding
area.

In 2024, 1.88 million passengers
flew through the airport, a 0.46%
increase from 2023, according to the
Bureau of Transportation Statistics.

Interior of the remodeled terminal in 2024 at Mesa Gateway Airport. (Sean Egan/ Gateway Airport)

MESA GATEWAY AIRPORT

The airport is operated by the Mesa Gateway Airport Authority Board of Direc-
tors, which consists of representation from Apache Junction, Mesa, Queen Creek,
Gilbert and the Gila River Indian Community.

The airport authority was formed to develop, reuse, operate and maintain the
airport property and facilities at the former Williams Air Force Base, which
closed in September 1993, according to https://www.gatewayairport.com/lead-

ership.

After seeing a decline in passen-
gers in 2020, the airport returned to
and has exceeded its pre-COVID-19
pandemic numbers, following the
trend set prior to 2020.

Increased passenger demand has
driven development and growth
around the airport and in east Mesa.
Large industrial parks, shopping cen-
ters and subdivisions have been built
in the rapidly growing area.

“It’s caused a little bit of slowing
and delays and getting where you
need to go,” said Keith Jorgensen,
who has lived in Mesa near the air-
port for more than 20 years. “It’s also

brought in jobs into the area, so it’s a
good thing for property value in your
home as well.”

Jorgensen said he was excited the
airport and area continue to grow, but
he has never flown out of the airport
himself.

“It’d be awesome to be able to fly
out of there and not have to drive
to Phoenix, but every time we’ve
looked, it seems like there’s no flights
that are available wherever we want,”
Jorgensen said.

Jorgensen said he will keep check-
ing for flights out of Mesa Gateway

® See Mesa Gateway on page 14
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SFMD

¢ From page 2

tax rates and reduced valuations that
make addressing this growth a chal-
lenge. We thank them for their delib-
eration and hard work.”

It is the opinion of the SFMD
board of directors that it will be chal-
lenging to address increases in the
costs of emergency equipment and
emergency response vehicles, com-
bined with many current resources
reaching the end of their useful life
with current budget resources, the
release states.

“The cost of personnel equipment
(helmets, coats, gloves, etc.) to equip
our public safety personnel has more
than doubled since 2019. The cost
of breathing apparatuses alone has
nearly tripled in that time,” SFMD
Governing Board Director Jason Mo-
eller said in the release. “Many of our

vehicles are years past their service
date — with rising repair costs and
risks of being out of service. Several
vehicles are near the end of their use-
ful life and may take up to three years
to replace. Our board of directors has
determined that a bond would be an
effective way to address these items.”

To meet the demands of the grow-
ing community, the bond recommen-
dation includes funding for a new fire
station (Station No. 266) to serve the
Superstition Vistas area, which was
annexed into the Superstition Fire
and Medical District in 2021. Add-
ing this station would potentially help
ensure crews remain strategically lo-
cated across the district — support-
ing faster response times for all resi-
dents, the release states.

In addition to the new station, the
bond recommends funding for equip-
ment, vehicles and improvements to
existing facilities to increase capacity
and efficiency, as well as address on-

going training needs.

“Bonds are used to finance large
capital items like facility improve-
ments and new equipment that are
not typically covered by the regular
maintenance and operations budget.
The district sells bonds to investors
to generate funding for the projects
and then pays the investors back with
interest over a period of 20 years. It
is a way to plan for capital expenses
that could help to avoid costly repairs
or emergency replacement. We look
forward to sharing information with
the voters over the next few months,
SFMD Governing Board Chair Kath-
leen Chamberlain said in the release.

The sale and issuance of general
obligation bonds must first be au-
thorized by a majority of the quali-
fied electors of the district at a special
bond election called for such purpos-
es before the district can proceed. For
information, voters can go to Www.
sfmd.az.gov or call 480-982-4440.

About the Superstition Fire and
Medical District

Superstition Fire and Medical
District employs 104 public safety
personnel, 24 ambulance personnel
and 14 support civilian staff serving
the areas of Gold Canyon, Apache
Junction and Superstition Vistas.

The district is an all-hazards or-
ganization responding to more than
just fire. Over 76% of all requests
for emergency services include res-
cue and emergency medical servic-
es.

The district has maintained re-
sponse times with an average time
of 4:33 minutes on emergency calls.
The district uses fiscally responsible
measures including pursuing grant
opportunities, reducing pension li-
ability, restructuring its health care
system, and partnering with munic-
ipalities for shared services and pur-
chasing, the release states.
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BUSINESS MOVES

W. McKellips Blvd.

W. Lost Dutchman Blvd.

N. Signal Butte Rd.

z =
2 g
F4 T
E
g £
b D
>
“ﬂahwak Rd.
N. Goldfield Rd.
N. M tain View Rd.

N.Idaho Rd.

85119

W. Southern Ave.

E. Baseline Rd.
W. Houston Ave.

W. Guadalupe Rd.

E.Elliot Rd.

S.Signal Butte Rd.

E.Wamer Rd.

Ironwood Rd.

W.Ray Rd.

S. Mountain Rd.

S. Meridian Dr

85118

]
Map not to scale
Compiled by Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
IN THE NEWS Vargas of Border Health Inc. and

o Brookdale Apache Junction,
2080 S. Ironwood Drive, has
been recognized by U.S. News &
World Report as Best Independent
Living and Best Assisted Living among
senior living communities across the
nation, which includes high per-
formance in activities, enrichment,
management and staff. Residents and
family members were surveyed in
thousands of independent living, assist-
ed living, memory care, and continuing
care retirement communities across the
country. Brookdale Apache Junction,
achieved the highest possible rating.

e A conditional-use permit has
been approved to continue the

use of an existing Apache Junction
marijuana cultivation and infusion
kitchen facility under new ownership.
The property at 1575 E. 18th Ave. has
been used for marijuana cultivation and
infusion kitchen operations since 2014
pursuant to multiple conditional-use
permits approved when management
or ownership has chaneed. Scott

Cortex Holdings LLC, represented by
Justin Brandt of Bianchi Brandt, is the
applicant. Cortex Holdings LL.C/Scott
Vargas is the property owner.

Mesa Gateway Airport soared

to new heights this March,
achieving its busiest month in history,
welcoming a record-breaking 261,536
total passengers. This surpasses the pre-
vious record from March 2022 by 9.3%
and represents significant continued
growth - with passenger numbers up
24% from March 2024 and flight ac-
tivity increasing by an impressive 36%.
Eight of the past 10 months have set
year-over-year records. This spring, Al-
legiant Airlines boosted service to daily
flights on nearly a dozen destinations,
attracting sun-seeking travelers looking
to enjoy Spring Training, restaurants,
and other outdoor activities. The air-
port is operated by the Phoenix-Mesa
Gateway Airport Authority. PMGAA
consists of representation from Apache
Junction, Mesa, Queen Creek, Gilbert,
Gila River Indian Community. Go to
WWWw.gatewavairport.com.

BROOKDALE

GOLD STALLION RESTAURANT

The Gold Stallion Restaurant,

6030 S. Kings Ranch Road in
Gold Canyon, participated in Arizona
Restaurant Week May 16-25 and of-
fered a three-course prix fixe meal with
an appetizer, entree and dessert. As
of May 15 there were 230 restaurants
offering deals, according to https://
arizonarestaurantweek.com. Go to
https://goldstallionaz.com.

Reptile Junction, 90 S. Iron-

wood Drive in Apache Junction,
May 17-18 offered a 15% discount as
part of a grand reopening, according
to a Facebook post @Reptilejunction-
az. “We're so excited to celebrate our
store’s improvements and we hope
you’ll join us,” it stated. “Come out and
see our animal ambassadors — snag
some adventurous photos, maybe pur-
chase a reptile friend to take home, and
be sure to tag us. Can’t wait! #reptile-
junction.” Go to https://www.reptile-
junctionaz.com.

Gold Canyon RV and Golf

Resort, 7151 E. U.S. Highway
60 in Gold Canyon, has new hours
for the summer. From May 1 to Sept.

MESA GATEWAY AIRPORT

30, the office will be open 8 a.m.-3
p.m. Monday-Thursday and 8 a.m.-2
p.m. Friday; activities will be offered
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Thursday
and 8 a.m.-2 pm. Friday; the rent-

al office will be open 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Tuesday-Wednesday and 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Thursday; the clubhouse will be open
7 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Thursday and

7 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, with gym access
via gate card 5 a.m.-10 p.m. daily; the
mail room will be open 10 a.m.-noon
Monday-Friday; and the laundry facil-
ity will be open 24/7. For information,
call 480-576-2995.

My Sister’s Cafe, 6822 S.

Kings Ranch Road in Gold
Canyon, is now also open Thursdays.
“Join us for an expanded menu featur-
ing fresh, locally-sourced ingredients
and a cozy atmosphere. Whether
you're stopping by for a quick sand-
wich or a leisurely dinner, we’ re
thrilled to welcome you on Thursdays,”
it states at https://www.facebook.com/
profile.phprid=61557916690730. The
business is open 7 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4-8
p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
Call 480-982-0173.

North Star Halibut and

Seafood, 6499 S. Kings
Ranch Road in Gold Canyon, has
new summer hours: 11 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Wednesday-Friday. “As fishing
season in Alaska continues to wind up
we will continue to get fresh seafood
in,” Jim Smith, on Facebook @ jim.
smith.460689, posted on a Gold Can-
yon community Facebook page.
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Shop Local

May 1 - October 31, 2025
Your Home Town
Tire and Service Center

740 W Apache Trail * Apache Junction, AZ 85120

480-982-8489

See Our Current Specials!!!
NEW COUPONS AVAILABLE AT:

AJTIRESANDSERVICE.COM

Support local small businesses and receive discounts & special offers! BASIC LUBE, OIL & SYNTHETIC LUBE, OIL
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Move Out Clean
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Recurring Cleaning :
($20 off first 5 visits) offer expires 6-30-25. :I

License #00825-2018

--------
r-------

480-550-8282 ° TwoMaldsCIeamng com
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EDUCATION

SCHOOL NOTES

RECORDS

$10K charged for public records
request, AJUSD board decides

An individual representing a commer-
cial business that seeks to be chosen for a
future contract with Apache Junction Uni-
fied School District will be charged more
than $10,000 for public records regarding
a closed bid process.

The AJUSD Governing Board on April
22 voted unanimously to charge $10,550.

The company/vendor is seeking records
concerning the district’s eRate costs,
Human Resources Director Sue Paschal
told the governing board at an April 1
work session, according to the meeting’s
minutes.

“The person requesting the information
would use the bids to use the information
to increase their odds of getting a potential
bid in the future. We plan to charge a fee
of $10,550 to provide this information,”
she said.

“The vendor would like to see what
other companies provided and what we
liked and disliked about each bid so they
could have a better shot at being chosen in
the future,” Executive Director of Edu-
cational Services Meara Verna said to the
governing board, according to the minutes.

Public records requests are outlined in
AJUSD procedure 3-402.A Records —
Disclosure of Public Records, which states
in part “Any person is entitled to inspect
(during regular office hours) public re-
cords in the custody of the district or to be
furnished copies, printouts or photographs
of any public record subject to applicable
legal requirements and payment of rele-
vant costs.”

It states that once the records are ready,
if a copy charge is assessed, the requester
will pay in full prior to receiving material.

See the policy at https://www.board-
policyonline.com/bl/?b=apache_junc-
tion#&&hs=1788173.

A 39-page draft version of the document discussed by the EVIT board during a recent meeting has table-of-con-
tents listings from active-shooter response protocols to windstorms, accounting for students in a disaster to
hazardous materials spills and even war. (Metro Creative)

EVIT crisis manual update to
include video training

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

East Valley Institute of Technol-
ogy is preparing an updated man-
ual for students and staff that lays
out who to call and what to do in a
variety of crisis situations.

A 39-page draft version of the
document discussed by the EVIT
board during a recent meeting has
table-of-contents listings from ac-
tive-shooter response protocols to
windstorms, accounting for stu-

dents in a disaster to hazardous ma-
terials spills and even war.

John Zuccato, EVIT director
of safety and student support, has
retooled, reformatted and updated
EVIT’s crisis plan, Superintendent
Chad Wilson told the board at a re-
cent meeting.

“Crisis plans are incredibly im-
portant at organizations on a num-
ber of different levels — first and
foremost to keep our students and
staff safe,” he said.

Zuccato said he worked with
an employee of Valor Threat Pro-
tection to go through every EVIT
building.

“The thing I love about EVIT
is that we’re unique and the chal-
lenges were very unique. And so
where traditionally in for example
in a lockdown situation it’s really
easy — you lock the door, close
your windows and you’re good to

® See EVIT on page 25
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Budget

¢ From page 1

current revenues and current ex-
penditures are at, and then to try to
forecast where things are going. And
in these times, sometimes that can be,
you know, a little difficult.”

A total of $3.5 million is set aside
in the budget for work at the Apache
Junction Rodeo Grounds, 1590 E.
Lost Dutchman Blvd.

“A couple years ago we purchased
land at the rodeo grounds and this will
be the next phase, the next chapter as
we get going through that,” Powell
said.

A total of nine new general fund
employees are in the budget, four new
water employees and two grant-fund-
ed employees, Powell said.

“And this budget also has in it right
around July 1 a 2.5% step increase for
all of our staff. That is not quite to the

Finance Director Angelie Hawley (City of Apache
Junction)

market that we compare to — it’s a
little bit under — but the purpose of
that is to keep the best we can in terms
of managing what we’re not sure of in
the marketplace,” he said.

The budget’s revenue go into three
categories — general funds, special
revenue funds and capital funds, Fi-
nance Director Angelie Hawley said

City Manager Bryant Powell (City of Apache Junc-
tion)
during the work session.

If council approves the proposed
budget, some of the larger capital im-
provements planned include $1.5 mil-
lion for continued design of Weeke’s
Wash, $2 million for Palm Wash de-
tention improvements, $3 million for
continued design for Southern Av-

® See Budget on page 12

LINE ITEMS IN BUDGET

The city of Apache Junction’s doc-
ument for its tentative $155 million

budget for fiscal year 2025-26

includes line items of expenditures
from the general fund such as:

- $1,433,850 for south campus archi-
tectural design of police substation,
library, park and maintenance yard.

- $700,000 for construction of library
reading garden.

- $400,000 for aquatic center
fencing and masonry replacement

construction.

- $150,000 for dog park shade

structures.

- $125,000 for surveillance cameras.

- $100,000 for freestanding re-
strooms at public safety range.

How to use this Bingo Card

This card is intended to help build resilience in older children and tweens by helping them
see the benefits of doing small things to help improve themselves and/or the world around

them. Encourage your child to try for a Bingo up, across, or diagonal. Choose a small treat
or reward they can earn when they get one. Maybe offer a larger reward if they fill their
Bingo card by doing all the activities!

mental fealth

BINGO

[ Set a goal

2 or 3 things
you are
good at

people a
compliment

L J J U

Take a Give 5 a
1 fi to meet by Help with
nature people a fist end of B
walk bump
L. J L J {__month J LU J
~ N = N N ~
Give 3 Write down Try that new Volunteer at a

thing you have
been wanting
to start

local agency
(library, animal
shelter, etc)
. J

- N
Invite a
friend to
hang out

Leave an
encouraging
note where
someone random

will find it
. J U

) |_follow along |

' " ~
Find a fun
free exercise
video and

( Choose a

healthy
alternative
(fruits, veggies,
kwater, exercise) J

~N -\
what has Df)nate VESE
one right items to a
9 9 local shelter
lately

. J J

" Reflect on

'S ~

Invite your
family to sing
a song or do a

fun dance

L together

( Make a silly )

video and share
it with someone
who needs

J

cheering up J

LearmMoreAZ.org
www.standupaj.org

_/

Source: AAP | This publication was made possible by grant number
H79TI085739 from SAMHSA. The views, opinions and content of
this publication are those of the author and do not necessarily
reflect the views, opinions, or policies of SAMHSA or HHS.
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With every ticket purchase, you're not just witnessing an epic game but also supporting the local community—
Proceeds support community journalism at the Daily Independent newspaper at YourValley.net. It's a win-win!

)
~‘)HN\IIE)EPENDENT

WS MEDIA
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities
YourValley.net

DON'T WAIT-TICKETS WON'T LAST LONG.
SECURE YOUR SPOT TODAY AND BE PART OF THE ACTION!

Civility
Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues.

[ Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the
person. Refrain from demonizing others for their opinions.
Assume those you disagree with are, like you, genuinely
interested in improving the community.

[0 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults,
name-calling, harassment and threats directed at another
person — or that person'’s race, gender, religion, ethnicity,
etc. — have no place in civil discussions. Find ways to
respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

[ Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts.
Value honesty. Make only accurate statements when
making your point and avoid exaggeration and stereotypes.

When appropriate, cite your sources of information that
others may question.

O Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as
opinions (not stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent
the views of others or falsely claim your opinions represent
someone else. If quoting the words of others, identify and
credit the source.

O Listen and learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen
to those we disagree with (as well as those we support) and
be genuine in our attempts to understand their point of
view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully seeking out views
that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with
others, look for even small areas of agreement — which can
be the gateway to working together for the greater good.

[0 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether
it involves your own information or those with whom you
disagree. Revealing private information about someone
else is rude, unethical, potentially harmful and, in many
cases, illegal.

[ Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online

as well as in public and in your interaction with others.
Encourage others to practice these civil behaviors. And it's
OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be courteous,
respectful and helpful in your approach.
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FROMTHE COVER

Shop Local

¢ From page 1

the economy during the slower
summer months, after the departure
of winter visitors.

When the program launched,
nonmember businesses were invited
to participate for a fee. As the pro-
gram has evolved, it has become an
essential member benefit and is now
open only to chamber members to
participate.

The annual program’s format has
not changed for 2025, said Cham-
ber President and CEO Mary Ann
Przybylski.

“The shop local card does need
to be purchased every year; there is
a new card for each year,” she said.
“(T)he proceeds from the sale of
the cards go toward the chamber’s
scholarship program.”

Scott’s Automotive of Apache
Junction, 2085 W. Apache Trail,
is offering 10% off a service up to
$150. It cannot be combined with
other offers or coupons and ex-
cludes oil changes, tires and brakes.

Julie Larson, chief marketing of-

A $2 shop local
card — valid
only for May
1-Oct. 31,2025
— is available
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday-Friday
at the Apache
Junction Area
Chamber of
Commerce,
567 W. Apache
Trail. (Inde-
pendent News-
media, Richard
H. Dyer)

ficer at Scott’s Automotive & Tire
Centers Inc., said the business par-
ticipates in the shop local program
because it believes in investing in
the communities that support it.
“The chamber’s shop local pro-
gram is a great way to connect with
our neighbors, support other small
businesses and show customers that
when they shop local they’re keep-

ing our town strong,” she said.

The program’s biggest benefit is
the sense of community it builds,
Larson said.

“We’ve met new customers, net-
worked with fellow business owners
and felt more connected to Apache
Junction through the program. It’s
also a great way to remind people
that local shops like ours offer not

just quality service — but real, per-
sonal relationships,” she said.

Shopping local matters more than
ever. With rising costs and econom-
ic uncertainty, small businesses are
feeling the pressure, Larson said.

“Programs like this remind peo-
ple that their choices have power.
When you support a local business,
you’re helping real people — your
neighbors, friends and families —
stay in business and keep local jobs
alive,” she said.

One of the biggest challenges
Scott’s Automotive is facing is the
ongoing shortage of skilled automo-
tive technicians.

“Finding and retaining great
talent in this industry is tough, es-
pecially when demand for quality
service continues to grow. That’s
why we’re committed to creating
a workplace where technicians can
build rewarding careers — because
at the end of the day, our people are
what set us apart,” Larson said.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@iniusa.

org, oron X @rhdyer. To voice your opinion on this
story, connect with us at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

Budget

¢ From page 10

enue and Palm Wash, $1.35 million
for fleet vehicle replacement and $1.7

million for a south campus master
plan, according to Hawley’s pres-
entation.

Councilmember Bryan Soller
thanked city staff for their efforts to
put forward a balanced budget.

“I want to thank you for having a
balanced budget unlike the state that
always wants to take our money. So
thank you to all of the people that
worked on our budget to make it bal-
anced,” he said.

The city’s tentative FY 2025-
26 budget is at https://www.
apachejunctionaz.gov/78/Cur-
rent-Budget-Information.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@iniusa.
org, oron X @rhdyer. To voice your opinion on this
story, connect with us at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
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Total Bill

Must Present Coupon. Cannot be
combined with any other offer.
Expires June 30, 2025

26 draft beers, 12 wine varieties and over 100 can & bottle options -

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
11am-6pm Monday - Thursday and all day Sunday.

2430 W. Apache Trail Suite #4

(Northwest corner of Apache Trail and Delaware)

Phone 480-982-7109 | CatwagonAZ@gmail.com

Live Music,
Pool tournaments,
Bingo & Karaoke

First Water Cocktail Bar
1545 W Broadway Ave., Apache Junction
Open Noon-2am every day

602-677-0932

ICIS0E,

o
THE PORK SHOP
Quality Fresh Pork

SEresh]Rork(Cuts
SJChops]
JSmokedISausage:]
linguisajGermanikolish!
o Smeled Weiners
SBratsl&dtaliansi&{More!

OPEN:
| Tues.-Sat. 8-5pm * Sun 9-3pm
3359 E. Combs
Queen Creek, AZ 85140
(480) 987-0101

theporkshopaz.com

FREE LB, oF !
BRATWURST !

With $25 purchase. I
o Limit one per customer, please. "

1901 S. Signal Butte Rd. Ste 101 - Mesa, AZ 85209
480-354-3400

WE
ARE OPEN:
* OVER 200 ITEMS EVERYDAY :
» BEST FOOD GOOD FOOD
» PREPARED FRESH DAILY

* AMERICAN, CHINESE & JAPANESE CUISINE!
* CRAB LEGS, SUSHI, BBQ GRILLED & MORE EVERYDAY!
* PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

15% OFF BUFFET

And Take Out Order

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE DOOR
Not valid with any other offer or on holidays. Expires 6/30/2024

WOOCHI SUPER BUFFET
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BUSINESS

Mesa Gateway
¢ From page 4

airport.

“I'm looking forward to more airliners possibly
coming in there, and offering more options to fly to
more places, and getting to check it out, because
we haven’t tried it yet,” Jorgensen said.

The smaller, growing airport offers a different
experience some passengers might not be used to.

“The weird part was getting on the plane, be-
cause you had to go outside onto the tarmac and go
up the ramps,” said Rachel Nye, a passenger who
has flown at Mesa Gateway airport. “It was defi-
nitely a lot quicker and easier and more convenient
than going to Sky Harbor.”

The airport expects to have its busiest summer
ever in 2025, Smith said.

“We’re pretty positive about the summer and
about the rest of the year, and hopefully things will
stay consistent,” Smith said.

Greenwall, a student at the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism

and Mass Communication, wrote the story about the continued
growth of Gateway Airport for one of their classes.

“Advertising in the Independent Community Newspaper

Has Been a Game-Changer for Our Business!”

At Vero Chicago Pizza, we've always prided ourselves on delivering the best
pizza in town — fresh, flavorful, and made with love. But we knew that great food
alone wasn't enough to stand out in such competitive market. That's when we
decided to partner with the independent Newsmedia for our local advertising,

and the results have been incredible!

Since we started running ads in the Gilbert and Chandler editions, we've seen a
noticeable increase in foot traffic. Our weekday lunch specials are getting more
attention, and we've had more families and new customers coming in to try us
out. The exposure we've gotten has been invaluable — it feels like our restaurant

has become a true local favorite!

The newspaper’s readers really resonate with the personal, community-oriented
approach we've taken in our ads. We've received so many positive comments
from customers who say they saw our ad and decided to give us a try.

Thanks to the Independent Newsmedia, we're not just a pizzeria — we're part
of the community, and it's been amazing to see the growth we've experienced.
We highly recommend advertising here to anyone looking to connect with local

customers!

— Isaac Younan, Owner

Business
¢ From page 4

+ Welch Companies Inc. dba
Welch Electric; Chandler; Mi-
randa Geyer; Electrical Contrac-
tors And Other Wiring Installa-
tion Contractors (238210).

+ Mozzie Fox; Apache Junc-
tion; Laurie Debusk; Beauty Sa-
lons (812112).

+ Dump N Delivery Services
LLC; Apache Junction; Jimmy
L Rush Ii; Landscaping Services
(561730).

+ 3 Dog Saloon LL.C dba Dog
Run Saloon; Apache Junction;
John Cordova; Drinking Places
(Alcoholic Beverages) (722410).

+ AM Properties And Invest-
ments LLC; Gilbert; Robert
Jarman; New Housing For-Sale
Builders (236117).

+ Ironwood Station LLC dba

Ironwood Station LLC; Mesa;
Tina Reitzel; New Housing For-
Sale Builders (236117).

+ Lush Handmade Cosmetics
LLC dba Lush Fresh Handmade
Cosmetics; Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada; Nimeshika
Gabbalage; Cosmetics, Beauty
Supplies, And Perfume Retailers
(456120).

+ LLR Inc. dba Lularoe;
Jackson, Wyoming; Jamie Ellis;
Clothing And Clothing Accesso-
ries Retailers (458110).

+ Lexisnexis Risk Solutions
Fl Inc.; Newton, Massachusetts;
Terence E Stone; All Other In-
formation Services (519190).

+ Lexisnexis Risk Data Man-
agement LLC; Newton, Mas-
schusetts; Terence E Stone;
All Other Information Services
(519190).

+ Unified Door And Hard-
ware Group LLC; Tempe; Darin

Tuch; Other Miscellaneous Du-
rable Goods Merchant Whole-
salers (423990).

+ 1836 Installations LLC; Ta-
coma, Washington; Tetiana Sha-
fer; Finish Carpentry Contrac-
tors (238350).

+ Yellowstone Plumbing And
Drains LL.C; Queen Creek; Josh-
ua Chasteen; Plumbing, Heating,
And Air-Conditioning Contrac-
tors (238220).

+ S-Comm Inc.; Raytown,
Missouri; Anna Hanson; All
Other Miscellaneous Retailers
(459999).

. Electric-All-N-1-Llc;
Apache Junction; Ed Gibson;
Electrical Contractors And Oth-
er Wiring Installation Contrac-
tors (238210).

+ Verde Valley Turf LLC;
Phoenix; Stefin Gallison; Other
Miscellaneous Durable Goods
Merchant Wholesalers (423990).

(\

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Do the Doos

IOR EXP() THEPREMIER SENIOR

HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

Fountain Hills - July 15, 2025 - Fountain Hills Community Center
Sun City - September 24, 2025 - Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West - October 21,2025 - Briarwood Country Club
Apache Junction - January 7,2026 - Central Arizona College

Chandler - February 24, 2026 - Sun Lakes Country Club

Peoria - March 26, 2026 - Westbrook Village
INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?

EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101
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Y e ? )
DA]LY
@ INDEPENDENT @ gf
at YourValley.net

TAKE US WITH YOU!

Stay Informed & Connected
News « Sports « Entertainment - Puzzles & More
$5/per month or $55 annually

Visit yourvalley.net/subscribe or fhtimes.com/subscribe

Congratulations to the 2024 \votreresus
East Valley Favorites! Olg-{0

* 2024

SR SHRVALEEN We present to you the best [=]F:
our community has to offer - ——
the East Valley Favorites! T e viie net
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help my
community become a safe place for
people to engage in civil discourse
about public issues. Visit iniusa.
org/civility-pledge/ to take the
pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate or
control it. We reserve the right to edit
our opinions, and we insist on civility.
Please include your name and phone
number, so we can contact you for
clarification or confirmation. We wel-
come your photo. All opinions must
be no more than 300 words.

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar
month. T'wo submissions in the same
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibili-
ty of the person who submitted it.

SpeakUp

‘We support the use of pen names. Too
many people don’t speak up because
they fear intimidation or even danger
to their families and/or careers. Pen
names are an important part of our
nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to the
people about whom we write. Readers
who disagree with a news story are
welcome to respond with a letter.

Apache Junction street work

leaves section unpaved

The city
chip sealed all
of Starr and
Cortez except
for a quar-
ter-mile right
in the middle of
each street.

Was told
lack of funds
to do whole
street. Today

they freshly The city of Apache Junction

striped all of recently chip sealed all of
the new pave- Starr and Cortez except

ment. They did fora quarter-mile rightin
not even give the middle of each street.

us the cour- (Terry Dunn)

tesy of fresh striping on our old and
decrepit little left out section. Thirty
years here and have never felt so
unappreciated or unrepresented in all
this time.

It really leaves one to question the
oversight and leadership of our city
departments. This is the tip of the
iceberg to many.

I sent emails like this one to four
council members and the vice may-
or asking for a response. I have not
received any response from any of
them. I did get a call from Bryant
Powell, the city manager, and the
best response I can get is basically
in so many ways and words is “We
missed it” and, “We will try to do
better.”

Why should the city be in such a
financial situation they cannot chip
seal — the cheapest option out there
— 100% of the two streets, only 93%?

Feeling gaslit here.

Terry Dunn
Apache Junction

LETTERS TO THE NEWSROOM

Appreciating the First
Amendment

As I stood surrounded by colorful
signs and slogans, made with intent
and conviction, I felt appreciative of
the opportunity to do so, but I now re-
alize that the freedom to assemble and
express ourselves is a fragile thing, an
opportunity, that could be suppressed
or even taken away.

I attended the 50501 demonstration
in Apache Junction on April 19 to cap-
ture documentary video and pictures
of the event. This demonstration was
what one would expect from a peace-
ful demonstration: American citizens
holding signs at intersections, making
their views about issues known to the
traffic driving by. Many passers-by
honked and waved in solidarity, and,
of course, some whose views were the
polar opposite expressed their — let’s
call it “reactions.” At times, tense, but
overall, the demonstration remained
peaceful and even pleasant with a
sense of community.

There was a freelance reporter there
conducting interviews and getting
stories from some of the demonstrators.
One of the attendees she interviewed
was a European woman who grew up
in the wake of Nazi Germany, and
whose mother and family were subject
to the hardships of targeted harassment
by the German officials of that time
- the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiterpartei, or NSDAP, which
later became commonly known as the
Nazis.

Her story was typical of the stories
Europeans tell of this time, a warning
echoing Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
Kristallnacht message after the Jan. 6
violent insurrectionist assault on the
U.S. Capitol by supporters of Presi-

® See Letters on page 24

Here are some comments about
stories happening in your area:

APACHE JUNCTION
COUNCIL TO DISCUSS
INCREASING A
MAYOR'S TERM TO 4
YEARS

“Four years, but we need term
limits of two terms for mayor and
council members too. 7 — Tim
LaBorde via story comment

MAYBE ONE DAY AZ

DRIVERS WILL FIG-

URE OUT ROUNDA-
BOUTS

“And parallel parking! LOL.”
— REDragon88 via story com-
ment

VALLEY LGBTQIA+
RESIDENTS DESERVE
STABLE HOUSING,
THRIVING LIVES

“They only deserve hous-
ing the same as anyone else. No
special privileges. 7 — Jager via
story comment

LETTER — USING
TAXPAYER MONEY
FOR STADIUM RAISES
READER’S IRE

“The stadium was built with
® See Speak Up on page 24
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THANK YOU TO ALL VETS FOR
YOUR SACRIFCE AND SERVICE

NEW ELOORING e HUGESALE!

ONIJOOTIMIN

-

Scratch & Stain resistant*® NO
l' _INTEREST _ \
in=hemeshopping \ UPW6O ) -
. A Exclusively Providing
Senlior €itizens, FirstRespeondelrs, Teachers, IMIllitalny; N §M_ o o Mitigating Moisture Barrier
GeoVv/CET add:
| FREE RIR DUCT CLEANING @ (
h 4 with Flooring Purchase* 6 O 2 ) 6 9 1 - 4 6 1 0
" e— Call today for a FREE in-home consultation.
. e— 9 XK % 9
www.FloorDaddy.com
SEXY FLOORING | AFFORDABLE PRICES | QUALITY INSTALL ROC 352055
Must present a cou pono adanhetmeof ntalappo ntment. Offers are first appointment incentivs esonlyand onygood if both
decision-makers are present. Cannot combine offers. $35 r omsl must buy the largest room at r gl price, each ddt nal room,

$35 for product of LyM tpyf Lb 1215smm5 tb lddRomsg eater gpg ddfl gwwll add
additional costs nclude stairs or rip up. Financing is n ed on approved ci dt$5500mmp e for free air duct cleaning.
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THINGS TO DO

Farm event

The last day of Vertuccio Farms’ spring event to
celebrate Arizona’s fabulous sunflowers, Sun-
flower Days, has family-friendly activities, at-
tractions and tasty snacks. Admission $10 per
person for adults.

Children 2 years of age and under are free with
a paid adult. Parking is free. https://vertuccio-
farms.mazeplay.com/

Open 3-7 p.m. Sunday

4011 S. Power Road in Mesa

Coffee with a Cop

Join your neighbors and Apache Junction Police
Department for coffee, donuts and conversa-
tion. 9-10 a.m.

Apache Junction Public Library

1177 N. Idaho Road
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1324898798720503

Cowboys & Cuties

Celebrate Father’s Day with

annual father-daughter barn

dance hosted by Apache

Junction Parks & Recreation.

Activities include learning the

two-step, rodeo fair-themed

events and Western-style

crafts. Catered dinner. Event

is designed for fathers and their daughters, ages
4-14 years old. Fathers can be substituted with
any father figure in a young lady’s life.

4:30-6:30 p.m.

1035 N. Idaho Road
https://www.facebook.com/

events/1466943644271764

Patriotic flag exchange event on Flag
Day in Apache Junction

In celebration of Flag Day, the
Apache Junction Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post Nos. 7968 and 9399 auxil-
iaries, in conjunction with the city of
Apache Junction, will host an Amer-
ican flag exchange on Saturday, June
14.

The event will take place 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. at the Veterans Memorial
Park gazebo, 1001 N. Idaho Road in
Apache Junction, according to a re-
lease.

During the event, community
members are invited to bring old,
worn-out flags and exchange them
for a new 3-foot-by-5-foot American
flag. One flag may be exchanged per

® Sec Flag Day on page 26

During the event, community members are invited to bring old, worn-out flags
and exchange them for a new 3-foot-by-5-foot American flag. One flag may be
exchanged per person for the first 249 flags available, on a first-come, first-

served basis. (Metro Creative)

The Cars tribute band Broken Lullaby
headlines benefit concert

By Pam Burks
GOLD CANYON RESIDENT

Make a road trip to The Cars trib-
ute band fundraiser concert in July
and help raise money for an import-
ant Apache Junction Unified School
District improvement project — up-
grading the Cactus Canyon Junior
High School sports field.

The Cars tribute band Broken
Lullaby will bring you cool live mu-
sic July 18 to break the summer heat.
Broken Lullaby plays popular 1980s
rock ’n’ roll music by The Cars.

They will turbocharge your en-

gines and keep them revving through
the entire concert. You won’t want to
miss out on The Cars experience.

Let’s all vroom-vroom to the fin-
ish line and buy your tickets before
they sell out. Tickets at https://
ajpac.ludus.com/index.php?show
id=200483992 are $25 per person for
the show at the Apache Junction Per-
forming Arts Center, 2525 S. Iron-
wood Drive.

Doors open to the concert at 5
p.m., the concert begins at 6 p.m.
July 18. Come early. The first 100
purchasers at the student-run conces-
sion stand — serving a slice of pizza

and a beverage for $5 — will receive
a souvenir mini race car. The conces-
sion stand will be in the gym next to
the Performing Arts Center and will
open at 4 p.m.

Get your motors running and rev
up your engines for a night of fun.
You'll be dancing in your seats and
helping your local school district earn
money for essential improvements
that will make us all proud.

The students and staff want to be
part of the solution by working to-
gether to improve their schools, one
project at a time.
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Nestled in Arizona's picturesque Sonoran Desert.
Our luxury assisted living facility offers a serene
4.5-acre property with stunning views of the
Superstition Mountains. Enjoy easy access to top-
notch healthcare, nearby churches, golf courses,
hotels, and dining options. Experience upscale
comfort and a vibrant community at Gold Canyon
Assisted Living. Learn more at GoldCanyonAL.
com.

Gold Canyon Assisted Living offers a range of
amenities for its residents, including spacious
private suites, gourmet dining, personalized
care plans, and recreational activities tailored
to residents’ interests. The facility features
beautifully landscaped grounds, common areas
for socializing, and access to transportation
for appointments and outings. Additionally,
residents benefit from 24-hour on-site staff,
fitness programs, and various wellness services
aimed at enhancing their quality of life.

1°" MONTH FREE!*

Contact us to set up a tour

*first month free with a 6 month contract

480-983-0939 | GoldCanyonAL.com
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NEIGHBORS

Youths win aerial drone championship in high school division

The  Superstition = Mountain
Branch Boys & Girls Club team from
Apache Junction recently earned the
Championship Award in the high
school division at an aerial drone
competition.

“The team excelled across multi-
ple categories,” Anna Prakash-Ash-
ton, co-founder of Education Em-
powers Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in
Chandler that hosted the event, said
in a release.

The team’s coach — Angela Da-
vis, the branch director for the Su-
perstition Mountain Branch Boys &
Girls Club, 2805 S. Ironwood Drive
in Apache Junction, said she was
surprised when the team of Avery
Romero and Bryan Rivas Garay won
in the high school division.

“I was surprised but know we had
very strong members on both our
teams. The teams met every day for
the last three weeks, just working on
fine tuning everything from the cod-
ing, to team work, communication
and practice the piloting which just
requires continuous practice,” she
said.

“With the help of Education Em-
powers Inc. we have been able to
bring robotics and technology to all
of our members. We will be work-
ing this summer on Coding Robots

In the center, Bryan Rivas Garay and Avery Romero of the Superstition Mountain Branch Boys & Girls
Club team from Apache Junction recently earned the Championship Award in the high school division
at an aerial drone competition. (Education Empowers Inc.)

so that when the next season of First
Lego League starts, our members
will have some experience with the
coding to make it easier for them,”
Davis said. “We will continue work-
ing not only on coding the Lego
robots but also getting some new
members familiar with the drones
and even the Edison Robots. The
more opportunities and hands-on
experiences we can give our mem-
bers the better.”

The aerial drone competition was
held May 3 at St. Peter’s Indian Mis-
sion Catholic School in Bapchule.

Fourteen youth teams from across
Arizona competed in the event host-
ed by Education Empowers Inc. in
partnership with local schools, trib-
al communities and Boys & Girls
Clubs. The competition included
three skills challenges — drone pi-
loting challenge, autonomous drone
coding challenge and the communi-
cations challenge.

Founded in 2017, Education
Empowers Inc. delivers year-round
hands-on STEAM programs in ro-
botics, drones, Al, coding and sus-
tainability for K-12 youth. The

AERIAL DRONE
COMPETITION
HIGHLIGHTS

Key highlights of the competition
include:

- High School Division Champion:
Superstition Mountain Branch Boys &
Girls Club (Apache Junction).

- Middle School Division Champion:
Saint Peter's Indian Mission Catholic
School.

- The Best Communication Award:
Chandler Community Drone Team.

- Judges Awards: HS - Saint Peter’s
Indian Mission Catholic School; and
MS - Superstition Mountain Branch
Boys & Girls Club

- Best Coach/Mentor: Bryan Rivas
Garay (Superstition Mountain Branch
BGC)

- Best Volunteer: Sam Biggs (Saint
Peter’s Indian Mission Catholic School)

nonprofit focuses on empowering
underserved communities through
education and career exploration.
Go to http://www.educationem-
powers.org or email contact@educa-
tionempowers.org.

Happy Father’s Day from

Kyhns Jewelers

Your Family Jeweler since 1972

« Gold

OPEN
Mon - Thur

v‘\v

0

« Diamonds « Gemstones
« Jewelry Repair « Watch Batteries

3061 W. Apache Trail
(S.E. corner Meridian & Apache Trail)

480.982.0300

« Remounting

on )
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Low Priced EZGO Lithium Options Available

Warranties Included!
Reserve Your Rental Today!

2165 S. Coconino, Apache Junction, AZ
(1Block N, of Southern, 1Block W. of Idaho)

480-983-1234

Electric
Cart Service 86900

www.robinsongolfcarsupplyaz.com
Since

i STEVE DICK

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL A/C & HEATING

o New Construction, Mobile Homes, Park Models « Compressor Change-Outs
o Heat Pumps « Gas Furnaces « Ductless Mini Splits

ALL WORK GUARANTEED | WEQFFER
Licensed ® Bonded ¢ Insured DISCOUNTS

eteran Owned & Operated « Technicians: Steve, Casey & Tanner

CE" (602) 526-0242 www.stevedickac.com

>200 OFF R
WATER HEATERS ed
OR SOFTENERS ales, Service
o]0 Y 0
RO g e -
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cauNAL, Find your path at
communTy  centralaz.edu/find-your-path
Edwal'djonesﬁ > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD rates

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

3-Month 6-Month

4,35% 4,257

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

1-Year

4,15%

David L Culbertson
Financial Advisor

6724 S Kings Ranch Rd Ste 103
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118
480-288-9341

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/16/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov
or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such
that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance
does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All

CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
Y ) € P v P ) FDI-18670-A-E-FL AECSPAD 2
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NEIGHBORS

AJ Inner Circle hosts fundraiser in support of local wrestling programs

On the evening of May 9, the Apache
Junction Inner Circle held a heartfelt and
impactful fundraising event at the Moose
Lodge in Apache Junction.

The event was dedicated to rallying
support and raising funds for all levels of
Apache Junction wrestling, from youth
programs to high school competition, ac-
cording to a release.

The evening featured inspirational
guest speakers, including seven-time state
champion coach, 1987 State Champion
and AJHS Class of 1987 alumnus Roy
Lopez; Hall of Fame Coach Glenn Mc-
Minn; and incoming AJHS Athletic Di-
rector Traston Yates, also an AJHS grad-
uate. Their stories reflected the strength,
legacy and potential of the Apache Junc-
tion wrestling community.

A special acknowledgment was
made to Jerry Burgess Sr., president of
the Moose Lodge, for his longstanding

philanthropy since 1969. Burgess was
honored with an award from the Apache
Junction Inner Circle for his unwavering
support. He generously sponsored the
evening’s dinner and venue and donated
checks to both the Black & Gold football
program and Apache Junction Inner Cir-
cle, the release states.

With 81 attendees, the event marked
a strong and positive step forward for the
local wrestling community.

Apache Junction Inner Circle is a
nonprofit organization founded by four
successful AJHS alumni who have gone
on to achieve excellence in their careers
and continue to give back to their com-
munity:

+ Glenn McMinn Jr. — Class of 1983,
three-time State Champion, ASU grad-
uate (1989), law degree recipient (1991),
practicing attorney and entrepreneur.

+ Kelly Branham — Class of 2002,

three-time High School All-Ameri-
can, three-time College All-American,
AJHS’ only Collegiate National Cham-
pion, now a world-traveling personal
trainer transforming lives.

+ Lauren Armagost — Class of 2007,
successful roofing business owner for
13 years and devoted mother of two fu-
ture Prospectors, she’s the heart of the
Apache Junction Inner Circle.

+« Mark “Pun” Perkins — Class of 2002,
three-time Arizona National Team
Member, part of the 2002-03 NAIA
National Championship team at Mis-
souri Valley College, 2008 graduate of
Pacific University, and now an insurance
business owner in Tempe.

Guided by the motto “We over Me,”
AJ Inner Circle remains committed to
strengthening the entire wrestling eco-
system in Apache Junction — supporting
athletes, coaches and families alike.

Above, Mark
Perkins

and Jerry
Burgess Sr.
at the Apache
Junction
Inner Circle
fundraiser. At
right, Glenn
McMinn at
the Apache
Junction Inner
Circle fund-
raiser (Kelly
Branham)

ACCOUNTING
TAX SPECIALISTS « PAYROLL

cAccounting

Reasonably priced.

- Easy-to-use software: services
include set up then range from periodic review
to processing all transactions; we customize our
service to meet YOUR needs

e Taxes - Personal, all business, estates & trusts,
non-residents; Also Sales taxes and payroll taxes.
Secure Document Portal.

*Payroll - Now is the time to change. Get Payroll
Services with one who is Accessible, Efficient and

Notary Services Available
H.A.T.S.

Harris Accounting & Tax Service

Tel (480) 605-3710 * Fax (480) 605-3720
e-mail: Tax@HarrisAccounting.net
1000 W Apache Trl Ste 107, Apache Junction, AZ 85120

GOLDICANYONIPLUMBING

WOMANOWNED/ANDOPERATED

FEATURED! IN
PLUMBER MAGAZINE

2477 PLUNVBING
SERV/I@GE
Licensed
Bonded

Insured
ROC-269970-K37

Office: 480-497-1110 ¢ goldcanyonplumbing.com



BilGg) TIRES.

BUY 3 GET 1 FREE

On 4 select, in-stock Big O® branded tires
with installation purchase. Valid 5/27/25-6/22/25.

PLUS Industry leading protection included with your purchase!

- FREE Flat Repairs

- FREE Rotations & Balancing

- FREE Roadside Assistance up to $75

- 3-Year Road hazard repair or replacement warranty
- 3-Year Workmanship defect warranty

BIG
PRO-TEC+

AND GET $50 IN REBATE SAVINGS** ON PURCHASE OF $199 OR MORE
WHEN YOU USE YOUR BIG O TIRES" AND SERVICE CREDIT CARD!

VALID 5/27/2025 - 6/22/2025.

+ Zero Interest if paid in full within 12 or 6 months

BIGQTIRES

On purchases of $1,200+ for 12 months or $199 - $1,199 for 6 months at participating
st 712 32 aibb locations with the Big O Tires® and Service Credit Card. Interest will be charged to
s fbbr your Account from the purchase date if the promotional plan balance is not paid in

full within the promotional period. Promotional Plan Fee may apply.**

*On in-stock sets of four Big O* branded tires. Installation charges extra; required on all four tires. Disposal fees and shop fees extra where permitted. See store
for pricing.Eligibility may vary. At participating locations. No cash value. Valid 5/27/2025 - 6/22/2025. **Offer only available at participating Big O locations.
Customer must apply for mail in rebate. Cannot be combined with other offers. Valid one time only. Duplicate offers will not be accepted. Maximum of $50.
Offer will not be re-issued if lost, stolen or destroyed or with return/refund of merchandise. The entire transaction amount after discount must be placed on
the Big O Tires® and Service Credit Card. Prepaid cards are generally accepted, not available for recurring payments, expiration dates apply, fees apply to
Mastercard®, use restrictions. See rebate form for terms and conditions. ***Deferred Interest, Payment Required plan: Interest will be charged to your Account
from the purchase date if the promotional plan balance is not paid in full within the promotional period. Minimum payments are required for each Credit Plan.

inii are NOT to pay the pi plan balance within the promotional period. You may have to pay more than the minimum

payment to avoid accrued interest charges. Valid for single transaction only. As of 04/2025, terms for new Accounts: Purchase APR of 35.99%. Variable Penalty
APR up to 39.99%, based on Prime Rate. Minimum interest charge of $3 in any billing period in which interest is due. Promotional Plan Transaction Fee is 2%
of the promotional plan purchase. A fee of $2.99 per month may apply for each paper billing statement mailed to you. You can avoid this fee by enrolling in
paperless statements. Existing Cardholders: see your credit card agreement for Account terms. Credit card offers are subject to credit approval. Big O Tires*
and Service Credit Card Accounts are issued by Comenity Capital Bank. The Big O Tires® and Service Credit Card is valid at participating Big O locations.

B $219%

% $199

A/C PERFORMANCE
CHECK

We'll thoroughly inspect your compressor,
belts, hoses, pressure and temperature.

PREMIUM OIL CHANGE
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| LUBE CHASSIS « REPLACE FILTER
1 22 POINT INSPECTION

1 4 TIRE ROTATION

: Up to 5 quarts conventional oil = Most cars & light trucks « At participating store
1

U

I

U

Shop supplies additional « With coupon « Not valid with any other offer
No cash value » Waste handling fee extra « Expires 6-30-25 + AJIndy525

Refrigerant at additional cost, if needed » Valid on R134a systems,
RI234yf systems are additional » Shop supplies additional
Most vehicles « Not valid with other offers « No cash value * With coupon
At participating stores + Charge for addiitional parts/service if needed
See store for complete details * Expires 6-30-25 + AJincly525

BIGJ TIRES BIGJ TIRES

APACHE JUNCTION
35 S. IDAHO

* 480-288-

1978
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Dr. Jason Heavens, M.D.
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Quality Healthcare, Close to Home
Putting Patients First

Now Accepting
New Patients!

(480) 444-1160

Heavens Urgent Care
8am-6pm Monday to Friday

8am-4pm Saturday and Sunday

o cars 3 wesk foral your urgent carencecsl -~ ()

Beside Fry's Marketplace in Apache Junction www.heavensurgentcare.com

Reliable help when you need it.

Our personalized in-home care services empower
your family to live life with peace of mind.

home instead.
(480) 827-4343 | homeinstead.com/195

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company.

©2024 Home Instead, Inc.
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OPINION

Letters
¢ From page 16

dent Donald Trump.

Kristallnacht, which occurred
Nov. 9-10, 1938, was a devastating
event in the rise of Nazi rule, where
violent mobs, fueled by hatred and
intolerance, targeted institutions and
communities against fellow citizens
who happened to be Jewish. Arnold
Schwarzenegger recounts his fami-
ly’s memories of this time period and
it is a message well worth heeding as
are all messages of warning about the
rise of fascism.

After the interview, I was speak-
ing with the husband of this woman,

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

and at that time, some demonstrators
were leaving the event to get ready
for their Easter weekend. They
said to us, “Thank you for coming
out and joining us today.” And the
husband answered, not with a re-
ciprocal “Thank you too,” but with
a thought-provoking comment that
demonstrated a unique perspective
that many of us may take for grant-
ed. He said, “Well, I appreciate the

opportunity to be able to come out
here (and demonstrate).”

Whether you are one of the
attendees of a demonstration, one of
the people who drive by and honk
in solidarity with demonstrators, or
one of the drivers-by who disagrees
wholeheartedly with a particular
demonstration and expresses them-
selves “in their own way,” we must
ask ourselves: do we really appreci-
ate the opportunity, the freedom, to
be able to have peaceful demonstra-
tions, or is this something we take
for granted? Could it be that we can
only truly appreciate this freedom
when it is taken away or suppressed?
I hope we will never learn apprecia-
tion that way.

You are an American, living in
America! You can participate in
peaceful demonstrations. You are
free to support organizations that
advocate for civil liberties. It’s our
tradition to contact our representa-
tives with our concerns. It’s our na-
ture to engage in respectful and civil
dialogue, and we must stay informed
with reputable news sources to do so.
Supporting a free and independent
press makes sure we stay free and
independent. We can vote! Stay
vigilant! Let’s uplift and support our
marginalized communities, and learn
about and support our First Amend-
ment!

Eric Newlon
Mesa

Speak Up

¢ From page 16

taxpayer dollars to bring in revenue to

AZ. But whoever is overseeing the
stadium is not running it appropri-
ately or mismanaging the revenue.
The day-to-day overhead and sal-
aries were paid. Now the stadium

ART GALLERY GIFTS

Featuring Owners
Susan Paige

and husband

Lt Gol Barry

and
Local Artists
Downtown Apache Junction

Paige Artists Gallery
300 West Apache Trail, Suite 106A

Visit all shops in the Plaza
Summer Hours Fri. & Sat. 10am-4pm  susanpaige@susanpaige.com

needs some repairs and they are
asking for more taxpayer money to
do so. If the revenue stream doesn’t
keep up with the costs of the stadi-
um, including maintenance and re-

Midwestern University
Body Donation Program

Tomorrow's Healthcare Team

pairs, why did they build it in the
first place? Obviously, no feasibili-
ty reports were done first. This is a
money pit.” — L.O. via story com-
ment.

4+ A+ ++
++++++++++
++++++++++

Your gift will help educate compassionate
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.

For more information, call: 623-806-7990

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308

azbodydonation@midwestern.edu | www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation




EDUCATION

EVIT

¢ From page 8

go. Well, when your classroom is
(a) 4,000-square-foot auto shop,
how does that work?” he told the
board. “We tried to pair with the
state standards on how to lock down
a classroom and we’re working with
IT to facilitate some of those chang-
es.

The document shown to the
board is an outline for what the full
document is to look like, Zuccato
said.

“There’s some details for each
building. On this campus alone we
covered 19 buildings and we have
people in every building at all times
of the day, and so it creates quite the
challenge for us,” he said of the main
EVIT campus at 1601 W. Main St.
in Mesa.

“Even in this place we have to
consider what would happen if an
airplane came down on our school
and finding evacuation places,”
Zuccato said. “We had to define
classrooms and shops and the differ-
ences and how to lock those down
and protect our students from out-
side threats, from inside threats, and
the line of communication and chain
of command there.”

The board is to approve the full

® See EVIT on page 26

CRISIS MANUAL

The draft EVIT crisis manual table of
contents includes 25 sections:

- Crisis/safety committee members
- Incident command structure

- Emergency operations plan

- Communication protocol

- Contact information

- Responsibilities of the crisis/safety
committee

- Immediate response protocol

- Major disturbances on campus

- Evacuation procedures

- Lockdown procedures

- Modified lockdown response

- Active shooter response protocol

- Fire procedures

- Bomb threat response protocol

- Explosion or threat of explosion
response protocol

- Communicable disease policy

- Air pollution emergency

- Windstorm

- Death of a student or staff member
- Hazardous material spill

- Hazardous materials

- Fallen aircraft

- War

- Accounting for students in a disaster
- Reunification procedures

Source: EVIT

NOW OFFERING: PICKUP & DELIVERY!

| e |

I%@Eﬁl

I with $25 I
of Wash
[ = - |

725 W. Apache Trail
Apache Junction, Arizona 85120

www.superstitionlaundry.com
(480) 359-3964
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JAMES TIRE
480-982-7422

1755 W. Apache Tr. « Apache Junction

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR BY CERTIFIED AUTO TECHNICIANS

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Up to 5 quarts. Must
present coupon at
time of service

5362

WE CAN HELP WITH ALL OF YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR NEEDS
LARGE SELECTION OF TIRES IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES

Would you like to be more

active in your community?
Join
us for
cycling,
hiking,
and
social
events.
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Eco-Friendly, Kid & Pet-Safe, Powerful Cleaning
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

20% Off New
: Residential Customers;:

15% Off New
:Commercial Customers :

(602)1833:211SRWWW:SUDSYCLECAN!CO

Lost Dutchman Music & Superstition
Strings combine to make

AlJ’s Finest Guitar Shop!

Servicing the East Valley and beyond with new
& used guitars, amps, lessons, accessories,
repairs, refurbishments, and customizations.

Visit us online, call or stop by today!

www.lostdutchmanmusic.com | (602) 619-8703

1000 West Apache Trail (#125) | Apache Junction, AZ 85120
(North/back side of Thunderbird Plaza)

VISIT INCLUDES:

« 50+ point check that
covers every critical
component of your
HVAC system

 Primary drain line flush

- Filter check
and change
(if owner provided)

« Chemical wash of
the outdoor coil/ full
inspection of the
indoor coil

- Test functions of all
motors to ensure
proper operation

calB IMAidConditioning]
cemien for genaeicns

- Photo documentation
of every step along the
way

You value your family’s comfort. We do too.
At JLM Air Conditioning and Heating, we believe that comfort is a critical part of what makes a
house a home. Our team of certified technicians deliver the highest level of service.

602-619-3609

.
ROC #329152 JLMairconditioningandheating.com in

EDUCATION

EVIT

e From page 25

manual at a future meeting. Also
planned are videos produced by
EVIT’s marketing department for
training new employees and for sum-
mer training, Zuccato said.

A printed version of the crisis man-
ual will be available in each classroom
for substitute teachers. Employees
will be instructed to use an online
version, EVIT Chief Academic Of-
ficer Ronda Doolen said.

“The paper documents really just
there to back up in case you don’t
have access to the Internet,” she said.

Each staff member will not be re-
quired to look at all training videos
produced, Doolen said.

“It’s going to be an assignment we
do through Canvas. We have certain
assignments they have to do every
year, like blood-borne pathogens.
This will be one of those depending
on what building they’re in they’re
going to have to watch procedures for
their building. It is different depend-
ing on where you are on campus as to
what your role is and what you are
supposed to do,” she said.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@iniusa.

org, oron X @rhdyer. To voice your opinion on this
story, connect with us at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

EVIT

East Valley Institute of Technology is a public trade school providing 50 career training
programs for East Valley high school students and Phoenix-area adults at two central
campuses in Mesa. East Valley school districts include Apache Junction, Mesa, Queen
Creek, Cave Creek, Chandler, Fountain Hills, Gilbert, Higley, J.0. Combs, Scottsdale and
Tempe. Classes are 8-10:35 a.m. or noon-2:35 p.m. Monday through Friday. Classes
with four-hour blocks are 7-11a.m. or noon-4 p.m. Monday through Friday. Classes are
also held at satellite campuses, according to https://www.evit.edu.

THINGSTO DO

Flag Day

e From page 18

person for the first 249 flags available,
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Event organizers will also properly
dispose of the old, traded flags. At-
tendees will also have the opportuni-
ty to spin a prize wheel to win local
city of Apache Junction flags as well
as other promotional items.

Community members of all ages
are encouraged to attend, as the event
will also feature a Pledge of Alle-
giance challenge for children ages 14
and under. Each child that can recite
the Pledge of Allegiance will receive
2 goodie bae as a prize.

Observed annually across the
U.S., Flag Day commemorates the
adoption of the first U.S. flag by
Continental Congress in the First
Flag Resolution of June 14, 1777.
Although the 200-year anniversary
of this date was celebrated by flying
flags on public buildings and holding
remembrances in several cities, Flag
Day wasn’t officially recognized un-
til President Harry Truman signed it
into law in 1949.

For information about the Ameri-
can flag exchange event, go to www.
apachejunctionaz.gov/flagexchange.
To learn more about the VEW post
auxiliary or to find a local auxiliary,
go to www.vfwauxiliary.org.
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Superior Service & Selection of Quality
Products Including Many

Tariff-Free & Made In The USA!

BENEFITS

"Hangover Recovery v Speed Recovery

" Hydration v Reduce Stress Symptoms
"Increase Energy v Aid Weight Loss
"Enhance Performance + Decrease Inflammation

" Boost Immune System ' Support Overall Wellness

PR{ME

HY DRATION & WELLNESS

2025 N, POWER RD, STE 106 - MESA, AZ85215 | (480)902-4202 ==
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Gold Canyon PEO chapter ES presents scholarship to
Apache Junction senior

Gold Canyon Chapter ES, P.E.O.
a philanthropic educational organ-
ization, recently presented Apache
Junction High School Senior Brianna
Quintanar with the chapter’s Patricia
Mortensen Scholarship at the AJHS
Academic Awards and Scholarship
Night,

On May 5 Quinanar received
$1,500 to go toward her tuition at
Arizona State University and she also
received $840 from the chapter to be
spent toward coursework books.

The Chapter ES Book Club col-
lected $840 through books read
throughout the year, giving a “pen-
ny-a-page” read toward this fund.

The scholarship amount was taken
from the chapter’s yearly fundraising
projects such as pecan sales, magnet

sales and other fundraising efforts.

Chapter ES is one of approxi-
mately 6,000 chapters across the
U.S. and Canada that raise money
in various ways within their commu-
nities. These funds have contribut-
ed to more that $420 million given
in grants, scholarships, awards and
loans to women in the U.S. and in-
ternationally.

The primary amount of Chap-
ter ES’s fundraising goes toward the
P.E.O. international projects, with
the remainder going toward P.E.O.
Arizona state projects and its own
Patricia Mortensen  Scholarship,
which goes to a young woman from a
local high school each year.

For information about P.E.O.. go
to www.peointernational.org.

NEED AN

(602) 804-8806

= Lighting Upgrades

= Diaghose and Repair
Electrical Issues

= Ceiling Fans

SMALL LOCAL BUSINESS

= Outdoor Power for
Spas and RVs

= Panel Upgracdes

= Electric Vehicle
Chargers

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ROC #350839

Apache Junction High School Senior Brianna Quintanar. (Gold Canyon Chapter ES, P.E.O.)

e|nstallation

eService
*Repair
Air Conditioning & Heating
24/Hr. &
480-671-0833 Weekend
Free service call with any repair! Service

ROC247803 Lic. Bonded. Ins No Premium Charge

Residential/Commercial
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org

DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm | OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES EMPLOYMENT ADS
azads@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES . $3o ] $30
legals@iniusa.org Starting at Starting at

azobits@iniusa.org szo per market - 30 words | ¢, .00 (oiymn by two-inch advertisement | for one column by two-inch advertisement

Your ad appears in the newspaper 15 Sam00 . . . .
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 15°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
To pla(e vom ad (a" us at of (ﬁ oice plus online Logo and photos included Logo and photos included

$E0 ).
5" for color and each additional photo 4-weeks minimum No minimum commitment requirement
25¢ extra per additional word
0 0

$60 four markets - 30 words

Your ad appears in four newspapers

‘%NDEPENDENT of choice plus onljne

$5% for color and each additional photo
CeEbra.Eng\gICmsmecm“ﬂlg e ammanines 25¢ extra per additional word
' Clean Windows .
Announcement AC/Heating | Cleanwindows |/ RN,
NOTICE A B CALL
Independent Removal, Froe Estimates o NEW Units 623-972-6101
Newspapers wil not Relocation & Sales S

knowingly accept any

advertisement that is Joshua Trees Available! We Offer Financing
ior Di i inter/Summer Ch
Senior Discount :‘ $39.95 Winte /S&l“hmng eckup YOU

CAILL TIODAYY
such as promises of ... .u

guaranteed income from 48 m -859 -756] 602;§3§ﬂ;ﬁ&%§4£§663) C A N / T

V\.m.rk-at-home programs - Arlzonaca ctUSEXCha n gE.CO m www.servicelsthvac.com [:

Senior Discounts on Repairs

illegal or considered Specializing in
fraudulent. In all cases Mature Plants & Cactus
of questionable value, Saguaro - Totem Poles - Agave - Yucca - Mexican Fence Post

if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are ) . 3 :
that it is. If you have Automobiles Building Materials Electrical

questions or doubts
i WY/NNRF(5) [ GRANITE
pages, we advise that ] )
before responding or older, cars 1940;s]50;s]60is}70;s{80;s 9_0’3 2000;s: DELIVERED Comercial & Resfdentfa] 108
sending money ahead of Running{orinot*\Canjtow/non|running car:

. . New
time, you check with the Blease[CallloriText{melwhatiygultiave’ @@J@ .

Support Your Small Local Businesses
Better Business Bureau 4 840_35_8\9 5 9 PP Tenant Improvements
‘ R Trouble Shooting & Repeirs ‘

at 8_77-291-6222_for Wyatt Works Service Changes
previous complaints. EV Charger Installs

Stteven Hamilton

480-238-5495 shecellc@gmail.com

Trucking

§ Likeuson
facebook 1480-330-2256 |

T0
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Electrical Employment Lawn & Garden

FOR ALL OF YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

ROC - 133603

WE CAN DO

COMMERCIAL t RESIDENTIAL

LICENSED « BONDED « INSURED
CR-11 ROC # 357740

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service
- Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation
= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

EREE
ESTIMATES]

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED
BONDED - INSURED
ROC#347844

[SELELL *B

IF ELECTRIC RUNS TO 1T,

TAKING CHARGE OF YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

480-714-1592

02—

IT!

NEW RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION-METAL BLDG & TI

EXCAVATION
UNDERGROUND UTILITIES & NEW
POWER POLE SETS
RENOVATIONS
ELECTRICAL PANELS - UPGRADES
SERVICE CALLS
ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL SERVICE CALLS
INCLUDING POOLS

ED GIBSON

LOCAL CONTRACTOR

Inthe Classlﬁedsl
623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

JOIN OUR GROWING NEWSMEDIA TEAM

Hiring Top-Notch, Full & Part-time,
Multimedia Advertising Consultants

Winning Attributes:
+ Self-starting attitude

+ Proactively identify,
qualify and on-board
new advertising and
recommended partners

+ Manage relationships

+Sales experience,
advertising and/
or digital media
sales history preferred

We strive to attract people

who are enthused about
Independent’s Mission and who
share our values. EOE

Y
INDEPENDENT

NEWSMEDIA

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities
YourValley.net

Apply by emailing resume to azads@iniusa.org

480-983-1606

Mon. - Fri. 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

5063 N. StarrRd. - Apache Junction

North on Idaho to McKellips, go east till it ends, turn left, stay on
paved road to the Pit. Delivery Available

Landscaping

Services:

= Tree Trimming

= Stump Grinding

= Tree Removal

= Wood Chipper

= Tractor Work Available
= Yard Maintenance

= Yard Clean ups

= Pavers
JOSE R CORTEZ [EREE]
LANDSCAPING

Please call

or text - 480'232'2095

Health Care Health Care

AZ Whole Heart
Connection, LLC

Professional Mental Health Counseling.

Emotions Education 101 Weekly
Group Starting in July!

6641 S Kings Ranch Rd., Suite 1,
Gold Canyon, AZ
(480) 371-5883
connect@whctherapy.com
www.whctherapy.com

Repair-IReplace-
Dependablel& Fullylinsured

Darmin Hepldns

Home Repair & Handyman Services

CiToilets} ;
o W ot These Senies
ClFaucets]Disposals o Bl o el end helving
o oanamaﬂr
Hlllight{DrywalllRepair; oGP TG
LIDoorInstallation oaﬁmftﬂm
CIAnd[More]

Install

480-628-4512

QUALITY
WORK
GUARANTEED

RoE#341211]

480-332-2187
info@tewabuilds.com

MIGUEL VARGAS LANDSCAPING

We CanProvide:

e Regular yard services

e Irrigationrepair andinstall
* Tree tfrimming

e Yardcleanup

480-251-5892

EEAEIRITENEATNNG
~/ O

Exterior/Interior
Drywall Repairs
Epoxy Floors

Owner Operated
Licensed-Bonded-Insured-ROC #330199

48 U-ZZ 1 '7 3 7 5 cninlrkl:lkn’gwgcinsu

Your Ad Goes Here! Toadvertise call 623-972-6101



YourValley.net | Apache Junction Independent | June 2025 31

Landscaping Remodeling Transportation

D&D’s
LANDSCAPING SERVICE

e Tree Trimming & Removal
« Complete Yard Clean Up

Call Today for a
Cleaner Tomorrow!

480'432'7050 O 480'306'3253 Licensed - Insured

Pets/Supplies Plumbing Supplies

WOMAN OWNED/AND/OPERATED

GOID|GANYON
PLUMBING] [N

HELD HAS ARRIVIED]

UG, Benelel, INS  ROC-ANCTOLET

NOW OPEN under NEW Managment

GROOMING - PET BOARDING COMING SOON!
10839 £ APACHE TRAIL #127
480-219-7665

with
Gold Canyon
Plumbing,

PLUMBING SERVICES

WE ARE A FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING COMPANY

SPECIALIZE IN WATER & SEWER LINE REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
 Drain & Sewer « Water Leaks « Hydro Jetting
« Camera Inspections « And More
rescuemyplumbing.com

LOCALLY OWNED
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
ROC# 333354

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE
No job too big or small
Senior discounts available

ROC # 305771
Licensed Bonded Insured

480-518-3246

* Residential & Commercial
* Emergency 24 Hour Service
* Senior & Military Discounts
e Licensed & Insured

We ARE The Master ¢
Drain Cleaners!

480-288-4584 | mikedavisplumbing@gmail.com

(dba MD Plumbing & Rooter)

Post your Items for Sale (L)APJE_E at YourValley.net

TRANSPORTATION

AiGnogiy
IRanspoitation

VXN (N WE DO ITALL! J

CONTRACTING INC.
Specializing in:
Drywall & Stucco Repairs
Bath & Kitchen Remodels - Cabinets
Remodeling « Painting « Plumbing - Electrical
Doors & Windows « Roofing « Tenant Improvements

Water & Fire Damage Restoration

Fast 24 hour response!
480-430-7737 cen
480-833-7353 office

o Direct Personal Ride

Design A Ride

o Door to Door Service ~ Transportation

on YOUR Schedule
o NoStops o NoWaiting
o Insured

U393 www tortas cam

ARBORIST/ TREE SERVICE

aaaActionContractinglnc.com

LIC/BONDED/INSURED | Residential | Commercial | ROC#218802 =

- Bath & Kitchen Remodel FAMILY TREE
- Painting - Plumbing - Doors TRIMMING LLC
- Dry Wall & Stucco Repair “It’s Not Just Tree
- Cabinets - Electric Trimming, It’s FAMILY
TREE TRIMMING”

- Roofing - Handyman Service
LOCAL RESIDENT - ROC #289321 and ROC #289320

We Trim or
(480) 2 32'60 17 studmanak47@aol.com Remove Anything!
No Tree Too BIG or SMALL!

il.com

familytreellc.land

CoDY GRAHAM 4'340'7907

Your Ad Goes Here! Toadvertise call 623-972-6101

Roofing

Senior & Military
Discounts

YORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repairs - Roof Replacements - Flat Roofs Coatings - Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs « Turbine Repairs - House Painting
7\

John York - Owner/Operator

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

bhech [ls fut
ONLINE!

Independent Newsmedia

iniusa.org/classifieds

602-705-5209
Weather,proof

(800)1230=53411N(480)1823=1138

&
Diise

& (

Free Evaluation

NEWIRoGfsSRoGlingjREpain
S Suletahiat!

at

Iniusa.org/classifieds
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ARIZONA

NATIVE

CALL NOW!

. $0 SERVICE CALL'
. WITH ANY REPAIR!

° 480-908-6100

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services

) . i
. estimate !
. on replacement or |
) 2nd opinion i
. 480-908-6100 !

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services

32 point
tune up

includes condenser !
coil acid wash

480-908-6100

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services
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