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Hernandez pledges to 

a be a ‘fighter’ against 

Trump admin, Republican 

state legislature
By Mark Carlisle

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

New Phoenix City Councilmem-

ber Anna Hernandez promised to 

be a “  ghter” against the Trump ad-

ministration and state government 

budget cuts during her inauguration 

speech Tuesday.

“The residents of District 7 also 

understand that we are in a pivotal 

moment in history, and they over-

whelmingly chose to send a  ghter 

to City Hall because they know that 

I will always show up to  ght with 

them,” Hernandez said during her 

By Alysa Horton
CRONKITE NEWS

PHOENIX — A community of 

believers prays for the people outside 

the safe bubble of Grand Canyon Uni-

versity in Phoenix. Students sit at the 

Christian university’s freshly painted, 

purple benches while talking and eat-

ing from one of the campus’s many 

chain restaurants.

Outside the campus, located near 

27th Avenue and Camelback Road, 

restaurants have bars on the windows. 

People walk through strip malls with 

peeling paint and cracked asphalt. A 

community riddled with drugs and 

prostitution says they hope for better.

As both realities transpire, there is 

a need for improvement that unites 

27th Avenue. But what “better” looks 

like to the community along 27th Av-

enue di  ers. Where GCU o   cials 

see a Whole Foods and solar panels, 

decades-long business owners see a 

future where they don’t have to keep 

weapons behind the counter.

To lessen the divide, the 27Collab 

pumps money and resources into the 

area around 27th Avenue between In-

dian School Road and Northern Av-

enue.
The coalition of around 80 com-

munity organizations is working with 

GCU and the Phoenix Police Depart-

ment. 27Collab hopes to reduce crime 

in the area and work toward “beauti  -

cation and business opportunities.”

Cronkite News spent days with 

GCU students and leaders, police, 

longtime business owners and com-

munity members to learn about the 

di  erent experiences of life near 27th 

Avenue.

Realities diff er along 27th Avenue as 

Grand Canyon University pushes changes

• GCU  12

Grand Canyon University’s plush lawn and crisp purple benches stand in 

stark contrast to the peeling paint and cracked asphalt in the community 

outside its gates. Photo taken on April 2, 2025 in Phoenix. (Photo by 

Samuel Nute/Cronkite News)
Grand Canyon University security guard Samuel South stands at his 

post at the 33rd Avenue entrance to GCU’s campus on April 2, 2025 in 

Phoenix. (Photo by Samuel Nute/Cronkite News)
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Hernandez pledges to 

a be a ‘fighter’ against 

Trump admin, Republican 

state legislature
By Mark Carlisle

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

New Phoenix City Councilmem-

ber Anna Hernandez promised to 

be a “  ghter” against the Trump ad-

ministration and state government 

budget cuts during her inauguration 

speech Tuesday.

“The residents of District 7 also 

understand that we are in a pivotal 

moment in history, and they over-

whelmingly chose to send a  ghter 

to City Hall because they know that 

I will always show up to  ght with 

them,” Hernandez said during her 
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Valley experts within the autism 

community expressed a range of re-

actions — from disappointment to 

frustration — with comments made 

last week by U.S. Health and Human 

Services Secretary Robert F. Kenne-

dy Jr.
Those reactions were mirrored na-

tionally a  er Kennedy made a num-

ber of statements about autism and 

people on the spectrum during a press 

conference, which some local experts 

said they simply don’t agree with or 

which aren’t rooted in science.

For instance, Kennedy called au-

tism a “disease” and “an epidemic,” 

caused by “an environmental toxin.”

“Our community in general is 

disappointed in how he portrayed 

individuals with autism,” said Bran-

di Coon, co-founder of the Raising 

Voices Coalition, which supports in-

Phoenix business leaders try to 

understand scope of Trump tariff s

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

T
Rows of homes in the middle-class neigh-

borhood of Glendale. The threat of tariff s is 

creating market confusion and uncertainty for 

one multifamily developer in the Valley. (The 

Associated Press/Dario Lopez-Mills) 

• Tariff s  12

The Phoenix Independent Captures 
Valley News With a Focus on Community

888-665-3848
or email us at customerservice@iniusa.org

Twice weekly in your USPS mailbox. $12 every four weeks, 
or subscribe for one year by paying $150 for 52-weeks and 

receive a free t-shirt

Governing board approves 
first price hike in five years

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

High food prices plus the rate of 
infl ation will lead to the fi rst rise in 
Deer Valley Unifi ed School District 
meal costs in fi ve years.

The governing board unanimously 
approved a measure to increase meal 
costs for the 2025-26 school year.

Deputy Superintendent Jim Mi-
gliorino, in his presentation to the 
board, noted that student meal prices 
have not gone up since 2020.

“Since then, U.S. food prices have 
risen signifi cantly, with infl ation ex-
ceeding 20%,” Migliorino wrote in 
his proposal. “During this period, 
we have also increased staff  salaries 
and made substantial investments in 
kitchen equipment.”

The board raised breakfast costs at 
K-8 schools from $1.50 to $1.65 and 
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• See Prices on page 12

School meal 
prices rise 

on DVUSD 
campuses

• See Phelps on page 19

City manager starts path to 
departure, looks back over 

9 years
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

When Kevin Phelps leaves his job as 
Glendale city manager in the next 
year or so, it will be diff erent than a 

resignation and it is not a retirement.
It’s more of a gradual glide path out of 

the job, one he fi rst announced in February. 
January is his month for planning next year.

This will be the second time Phelps said 
he thinks he is leaving at the pinnacle. He 
sold his private company, Landmark Con-

Phelps plans Glendale Phelps plans Glendale 
exit at high pointexit at high point

Glendale City Manager Kevin Phelps sits in a chair at the 
Glendale Convention and Visitor’s Bureau on May 19. 
Phelps announced in February he will step down from 
his role some time in the next year. (City of Glendale)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
IN BRIEF VAI RESORT

BUDGET

City Council considers 
fi nal budget adoption 
during June 10 meeting

During a special meeting 
at 5:30 p.m. June 10 in the 
Glendale Civic Center, 5750 
W. Glenn Drive, the Glendale 
City Council will decide the 
fate of the Fiscal Year 2026 city 
budget.

At its May 14 meeting, the 
council unanimously approved 
a $1.46 billion tentative bud-
get. The amount of the fi nal 
city budget cannot exceed the 
amount approved in the tenta-
tive budget.

The tentative budget includ-
ed an operating budget of $710 
million and a capital improve-
ment budget of $478 million.

Glendale’s debt service 
budget is $115 million in fi scal 
year 2026. The budget also has 
a contingency appropriation of 
$157 million.

The city projects $1.02 
billion in revenue during the 
budget year, plus a transfer 
budget of $223 million.

Glendale will not increase its 
property tax rate in this bud-
get, and the council will decide 
whether to adopt the property 
tax levy rate during another 
special meeting at 5:30 June 
24, also in the Glendale Civic 
Center.

Council policy is to adjust 
the primary and secondary 
property tax rates in accordance 
with the home’s assessed value 
so that the levy is as close to the 
same as possible year over year.

Eff ects on VAI Resort 
to be determined

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

On may 22, a full day a er Marico-
pa County Elections released updated 
vote totals in the May 20 Glendale 
special election related to the VAI Re-
sort, both campaign involved released 
statements.

It was a split decision. Not surpris-
ingly, each group focused its com-
mentary on the vote result that was a 
“win.”

Glendale voters denied Proposition 
401, with 13,803 no votes (50.9%) 
adding to its initial margin over yes 
votes, which now are at 13,315 
(49.73%).

Vote percentages tightened a bit on 
Proposition 402 but the ultimate result 
did not. Voters are approving the prop-
osition with 12,896 yes votes (50.94%) 
versus 12,418 no votes (49.06%).

“What we’ve accomplished is big-
ger than just one vote—it’s about forc-
ing the conversation on transparency 
and the need for our city’s leadership 
to be accountable to us as residents,” 
Glendale resident Shawn Foley stat-
ed in a press release. “I’ve personal-
ly spoken to hundreds of neighbors 
and we’ve started a conversation that 
needs to continue. The city needs to 
listen to residents when making these 
kinds of decisions.”

Foley is one of the volunteers who 
worked on the “No” campaign led 
by Worker Power, a California-based 
political action committee with local 
offi  ces.

On Dec. 20, 2024, Worker Power 

PAC fi led two referendum petitions 
with the City Clerk’s Offi  ce to refer 
the adoption of Resolution No. R24-
131 and Ordinance No. O24-46 to 
Glendale voters.

Proposition 402 is tied to Ordinance 
No. 024-46, which amended the VAI 
Resort Centerpoint Planned Area De-
velopment to rezone 66.31 acres at the 
southeast corner of Cardinals Way and 
the Loop 101 freeway.

Yes for Glendale Campaign Chair-
man — and VAI Global Development 
President — Grant Fisher  released a 
statement Thursday night regarding 
the special election.

“Glendale residents voted to sup-
port the VAI resort rezoning. This 
result is a step in the right direction, 
and we look forward to bringing new 
jobs and new tax revenues to the city 
of Glendale,” Fisher stated. “As we 
said throughout this campaign, this 
was about more than just VAI Resort. 

I deeply appreciate the support of our 
entire coalition, including elected of-
fi cials, the business community, and 
public safety leaders.”

Proposition 401 is regarding Reso-
lution No. R24-131 which amended 
the property on Glendale’s general 
plan map from “parks and open space,” 
to “corporate commerce center.”

The no vote denied this amendment 
and may lead to delays as the zoning is 
discussed further.

“Glendale residents made it clear 
that they didn’t like the idea of chang-
ing the land’s zoning from parks and 
open space to zoning that would allow 
an offi  ce building and parking lot,” 
stated Brendan Walsh, executive di-
rector of Worker Power. “A recent 
study ranked Glendale as the least sus-
tainable of the 100 most populated cit-
ies in the United States.  ... Tuesday’s 
results are a step in the right direction 
for Glendale’s future.”

Construction crews work on the VAI Resort in south of State Farm Stadium in Glendale in November 
2024. Two Glendale City Council actions related to the project were sent to Glendale voters to decide 
on in a special election May 20. Voters rejected Proposition 401 and approved Proposition 402. (Cour-
tesy VAI Resort)

Voters approve Prop 402, reject Prop 401
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Free Estimates! • www.MakeMyDoor.com
9008 N. 99th Ave. • Sun City • 623-915-7777

99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only
Residential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORA

Located In Sun City For Over 26 Years!

THE WEST VALLEY’S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM!

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY!

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 6/30/25.

$100 OFF
Any Steel-backed Insulated 

16’ x 7’ Garage Door

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

$449NOW 
ONLY!

Garage Door Tune-Up
Tighten hinges, lube and/or adjust

door springs and opener.
Includes 16 point safety inspection.

Plus Tax &
Installation

Model 81600-7’ DC

$75
SUMMER SERVICE SPECIAL16 x 7 Garage Doors

$1899
Includes removing existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine 
with other advertised offers. Prices 

subject to change after 6/30/25
Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 

offers. Prices subject to change after 6/30/25.
Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 

offers. Prices subject to change after 6/30/25

Installed.
Plus tax.

Starting
at

BUSINESS

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A veterinary hospital which pro-
vides only emergency services will 
move in to an unused side of a build-
ing on the Arrowhead Towne Center 
circle in Glendale.

The Glendale Planning Commis-
sion unanimously approved a condi-
tional use permit for VEG Glendale 
at 7720 W. Bell Road, during its 
April 24 meeting.

“This is an old Trader Joe’s site. 
They have since relocated to an area 
within the vicinity. This new veter-
inary hospital will have an adjacent 
suite next to it, which is the existing 
Sketchers outlet,” Glendale planner 
Joseline Castaneda said.

Since it is a conditional use permit 

at an existing building, the project 
does not require additional approval 
from the Glendale City Council.

VEG will be in a 9,752 square-foot 

suite. 
The acronym is short for Veter-

inary Medical Group, which 100 
hospitals nationwide, including three 

other Arizona locations in Chandler, 
Oro Valley and Phoenix.

The company was founded in 
2014. The Glendale veterinary hos-
pital will employ a staff  of 20, with at 
least fi ve employees always on site.

VEG does not provide overnight 
boarding. Pets are only kept on the 
site for in-patient medical care and 
receive direct supervision by a nurse 
and a veterinarian.

“You stay with your pet. We’re 
an open concept,” VEG Director of 
Real Estate Samantha Fishbone said. 
“We use the highest level of technol-
ogy to handle emergencies.”

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@
iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet our 
Civility Guidelines. Richard Smith can be reached 

at rsmith@iniusa.org.

The VEG Glendale veterinary hospital will come in to the eastern half of the building and parking lot just 
south of Arrowhead Towne Center. (City of Glendale)

Planners approve veterinary ER south of Arrowhead mall
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JOIN THE MODERN 
AGING MOVEMENT

Schedule a tour today and see what a 
purpose-driven lifestyle in an affordable, 

community-focused setting looks like.

Contact us and mention code THRIVE 
to waive the Community Fee!

623-847-3103
GLENCROFT.COM

COMMUNITY NEWS

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Work never really ends for the 
city of Glendale transit staff  in terms 
of surveying and implementing im-
provements to bus stops in the city, 
but the 2025 fi scal year — ending 
July 1 — has seen major progress on 
the issue.

Councilmember Lauren Tolma-
choff  and then-Councilmember Joyce 
Clark brought bus stop inadequa-
cies to the forefront during a March 
5, 2024, council budget workshop. 
Tolmachoff  asked the city to include 
more pullout lanes near bus stops, and 
use remaining funding to improve bus 
stop seating facilities and shelters.

Out of that budget process came 
an annual funding source of $225,000 
for bus stop-related improvements. 
Glendale budgeted $162,000 in fi scal 
year 2025 for new and replacement 
bus stop structures, Transit Adminis-
trator Nathan Whyte said.

“We were able to secure a steady 
stream of budget money,” Tolma-
choff  said. “I’ve received multiple 
complaints from residents over the 
years that we need more pullouts.”

A pullout lane has been added on 
northbound 59th Avenue for the bus 
stop north of Bell Road, and another 
was fi nished early this year at Union 
Hills Drive and 67th Avenue.

A lack of seating for people wait-
ing for the bus — or outdated seating 
without any shade structure — also 
was an issue.

Glendale crews are caught up with 
improvements or new bus stop struc-
tures in the city’s northern area, along 

Bell Road and all the stops north of it. 
Whyte said the work was on no more 
than fi ve or six shelters in north Glen-
dale.

Citywide, more than 10 bus stop 
structures were renovated or replaced 
this fi scal year.

Many more are to come.
“We’ve identifi ed at least 30 more 

that we will see if they meet (Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act) require-
ments,” Whyte said.

• See Shelters on page 21

TRANSPORTATION

This shaded bus stop seating area on eastbound 
Union Hills Drive near 67th Avenue has been built 
from scratch in the past year by the city of Glen-
dale. (City of Glendale)

Glendale upgrades several 
bus stop shelters
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 NOW OPEN
Along with a location of Dutch 

Bros recently opened at 5940 N. 75th 
Ave., just south of Bethany Home 
Road, several other businesses are 
in place at The Shops retail center. 
Nothing Bundt Cakes, Cali Tacos 
Restaurant, BeBa Nails & Spa and a 
BeMobile Verizon Store also opened 
in the center. 

Earlier this year, Cabinets 4 Less 
opened a Glendale location at 5830 
W. Bell Road. The store had its grand 
opening ceebration on May 5. It is the 
Mesa-based cabinet and counter top 
company’s fi rst location west of Inter-

state 17.
Courtesy Westpac

Westpac Construction recently 

announced the completion of Mar-
bella Northern Parkway Phase 1, a 
LEED-certifi ed project and the fi rst 

step in a six-building, 51-acre indus-
trial park master-planned for Northern 
Parkway and Dysart Road in Glen-
dale. Developed by Panattoni Devel-
opment Company and designed by 
Ware Malcomb, this project delivers 
445,000 square feet of industrial space 
across three buildings.

OPENING SOON
Dick’s House of Sport recently

received its business license for a lo-
cation near Westgate at 6385 N. 99th 
Ave. Like a standard Dick’s Sporting 
Goods store, this location will continue 
to sell athletic gear, but add a variety of 
sporting activities around their stores 
such as rock climbing walls, batting 
cages for for baseball, so ball, lacrosse 
and soccer, and virtual driving ranges.

REMODELING
Courtesy Streets of New York

Streets of New York reopened its
remodeled location at 9240 W. North-
ern Ave., in late April. The redesigned 
space blends modern-industrial design 
with warm touches while. Red ex-
posed ductwork, whitewashed brick 
columns, and black accents complete 
the look.

Fabletics plans to open a store 
inside a vacant suite at Arrowhead
Towne Center, with opening slated 
for this summer.

BUSINESS MOVES
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2025

NORTH VALLEY
 FAVORITES

2025

WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

2025

FOUNTAIN HILLS
 FAVORITES

2025

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

COMING SOON!
2025 VALLEY FAVORITES

We are highlighting business favorites across the Valley.
This year we have separate ballots – 

West Valley, East Valley, North Valley, and Fountain Hills.
Our readers will nominate the best businesses in 
our communities to tell us who they want to see 

in the voting round. 
Only top 5 nominations move on to the voting round.

NOMINATE YOUR 
FAVORITE BUSINESS!

NOMINATION ROUND JULY 1ST- JULY 31ST
INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities
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EDUCATION
SCHOOL NOTES

DVUSD

ROLES

Deer Valley Unifi ed deputy 
superintendent steps down

Jim Migliorino, Deer Val-
ley Unifi ed School District’s 
longtime deputy superintendent 
for Fiscal & Business Support 
Services, has been appointed the 
executive director of the Arizona 
Association of School Business 
Offi  cials, eff ective July 1.

Migliorino joined Deer 
Valley Unifi ed in 2005 and has 
served in his role since 2007.

The district governing board 
in May hired Heather Mock to 
succeed Migliorino. Mock, who 
has served in the district fi nanc-
es department for 19 years, will 
assume her new post on July 1.

LEADERSHIP

4 new principals to take 
over DVUSD campuses

When the 2025-26 academic 
year opens on July 31, there will 
be four new DVUSD principals.

Kelly Zywczyk will be princi-
pal of Gavilan Peak School, Pam 
Vigil is the new campus leader 
at Park Meadows Elementary 
School, and Sharon Wieser takes 
over at Barry Goldwater High.

Jim Migliorino, Heather Mock

Health scare led Mark 
Anderson to change his 

career, but he’s not done 
teaching students

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Mark Anderson has been around 
schools, students, classrooms, and ed-
ucation for so long even he can’t quite 
remember exactly when it all started.

Was it when he started running a 
summer program for the city of Scott-
sdale when he was only 16? Within 
a year there were hundreds of kids in 
the program that blossomed into an 
a er-school responsibility during the 
school year. Or was it at a young age 
when he helped his mom, who for 32 
years was a special ed teacher herself?

What is clear is the moment he 
knew he wanted to be a principal.

As a student in the Paradise Val-
ley School District as a kid, Ander-
son came across Richard Ebert, who 
served 17 years as principal of Palomi-
no Elementary School, which during 
his tenure received three Arizona A+ 
awards.

“He knew every single kid’s name 
as they walked in and he knew every 
kid’s name as they walked out. And I 
went to my mom when I was this big 
and thought ‘I want to do that,’” An-
derson said. “I just knew that he had a 
connection with people.”

With a career in education that lit-
erally started in his teens, Anderson, at 
the young age of 50, has just retire from 
his post at Highland Lakes School, 
which itself this past February was 
one of only three Deer Valley Unifi ed 

School District campuses to earn an 
A+ rating from the Arizona Education-
al Foundation. Opened in 1999 and lo-
cated at 19000 N. 63rd Ave., in Glen-
dale, Highland Lakes serves pre-K 
through eighth grade students. The last 
day of school was May 22, marking 
the end of Anderson’s 21st year on the 
north Glendale campus and his 23rd 
year overall with Deer Valley Unifi ed.

Amanda Hicks was appointed by 
the governing board in February to 
take over as principal in 2025-26. An-
derson said earlier in the spring that he 
was not exactly looking forward to that 

last day of school with his 76 teachers 
and Highland Lakes students.

“I don’t know that I can keep my 
composure,” he said. “I’m not a good 
crier.”

A health episode four years ago set 
in motion this career decision. At the 
time a high blood pressure diagnosis 
came as a shock and would end up 
changing his life.

“At that time I didn’t look like me, 
like I look like I have a syndrome or 
something. Something’s not right,” he 
recalled.

Mark Anderson sits surrounded by memories in his principal’s offi  ce at Highland Lakes School on April 
17. When the last day of school arrives May 22, it will mark the end of Anderson’s 21st year on the north 
Glendale campus and his 23rd year overall with Deer Valley Unifi ed. (Independent Newsmedia/Steve 
Stockmar)

Longtime Highland Lakes principal retires

• See Anderson on page 24
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Lang’s Legal is a dedicated and experienced law firm 
focused on helping Veterans navigate the VA disability claims 

process. Founding attorney Matthew Lang is accredited with the 
VA and committed to securing the benefits Veterans deserve.

VETERAN ADVOCACY FROM ONE WHO SERVED

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:

•New and Original Claims
•Increase Claims
•Supplemental Claims

•Higher-Level Reviews
•Proposed Reductions
•Clear and Unmistakable 

Errors (CUE)

•Board of Veterans 
Appeals Notice of 
Disagreements

Let Lang’s Legal fight 
for the benefits you’ve earned

Contact Us Today 
for a FREE

Case Evaluation

13991 W Grand Ave, Suite 100, Surprise, AZ 85374

(480) 219-2101 | veteranlang.com

•
•••S
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MATTHEW LANG
Accredited VA Attorney

SPORTS
Mountain Ridge hurdler: 

State is steep learning curve

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

MESA — Mountain Ridge junior 
Samel Eminovic acknowledged there’s 
a lot to learn about an all-classes state 
championship meet.

And some of it, such as adjusting 
for unexpected wind, an athlete almost 
has to experience once before they 
know how to adjust to it.

The wind was one element Emi-
novic learned about during the week-
end of May 16-17. That’s when he 
competed in the 110 and 300 hurdles 
at the AIA Open State Track & Field 
Championships for the fi rst time.

Eminovic placed third in the 110 
hurdles fi nal and was fi  h in the 300.

“The wind was defi nitely pushing,” 
Eminovic said a er the 110 fi nal. “I 
messed up on a few hurdles, but was 
still able to come in third.”

Eminovic burst onto the scene this 
season. He won the 300 hurdles at the 
Division I meet on May 10 in a person-
al record of 37.65. 

He posted the best time in his divi-

sion in the 110 meters in preliminaries 
May 8 and was disqualifi ed in the fi nal 
May 10.

Another element Eminovic learned 
about was varied competition: he not 
only faced familiar rivals from the West 
Valley and/or Mountain Ridge’s di-
vision, but also top rivals like Bellemy 
Amina-Harris of Desert Edge, who 
he’d only raced against at a Chandler 
meet before the Open meet.

Amina-Harris easily won both rac-
es. 

The 300 fi nal featured many of the 
same hurdlers who made the 110 com-
petitive. One exception was Highland 
Prep senior Marcel Pratt, who narrow-
ly beat two other hurdlers and Emi-
novic to be the 300 runner-up.

Eminovic said he’d like to run track 
in college. But his fi rst priorities include 
prepping for a senior year that involves 
returning to, and winning at, the Open 
championships.

“Absolutely, I’d love to do track in 
college,” Eminovic said. “And I want 
to win here next year.”

Samel Eminovic, left, of Mountain Ridge, clears a hurdle in the May 17, 110-meter fi nal at the AIA 
Open State Track & Field Championships in Mesa as Keegan McCarthy of Canyon View, right, closes 
in. Eminovic placed third in the 110 hurdles and was fi fth in the 300 at the Open meet.(Independent 
Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)
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SPORTS

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

 QUEEN CREEK — In the fi rst 
decade of beach volleyball as a sanc-
tioned sport in Arizona, one North 
Valley squad has been the defi nition of 
a dynasty.

The O’Connor Eagles wrapped up 
their fourth consecutive Division I 
crown by sweeping Xavier Prep, 3-0, 
April 30 in the team fi nals at Casteel 
High School. The duos of Leyton 
Heldt and Kaylee Woodruff , Kaiya 
Kearney  and Imani Huesca and Sami 
Mondino and Alyssa Archiello were 
all victorious against the rival Gators.

Coach Jamey Spartz — a er be-
ing doused by a water cooler again 
—said this year’s team was bolstered 
by strong freshman and sophomore 
players.

“We can keep building,” Spartz 
said. “We had three freshmen who 
contributed to varsity this year. 
The level of play and the number of 
schools with strong programs is really 
rising with the popularity of the sport, 
though.”

Mondino and Archiello are sopho-
mores; three Eagle juniors played April 
30. But most championships are won 
with at least some senior leadership; se-
nior Leyton Heldt teamed with junior 
Kaylee Woodruff  to easily win their 
two-set match against Xavier.

Heldt can say she was a state cham-
pion all four years of high school beach 
volleyball.

“We’re really close, and I wouldn’t 
ask for a diff erent group to do this with,” 
Heldt said. “The competition was hard. 
Facing Xavier is always intense.” 

O’Connor completes 4-peat in beach volleyball

O’Connor girls beach volleyball junior Kaiya Kearney dives for a dig against Xavier Prep in the Ea-
gles’ fourth consecutive state team Division I team championship clinching match April 30 in Queen 
Creek. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)
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at the high school level from $1.50 to 
$1.75. Lunch at K-8 schools will rise 
from $2.95 to $3.10, and rise at the 
high school level from $3.50 to $3.75.

In March of this year food prices 
were 3% higher than in March 2024, 
according to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

“In 2025, overall food prices are 
anticipated to rise slightly faster than 
the historical average rate of growth,” 
the Department notes. “In 2025, 
prices for all food are predicted to in-
crease 3.5%.”

School Nutrition Association, 
a national nonprofi t representing 
50,000 members who have provided 
meals to students across the country 
since 1946, surveyed its school nutri-
tion director members this past fall. 
The survey evaluated current chal-
lenges, gauged the state of school nu-
trition program fi nances and staffi  ng, 
and examined other concerns.

Almost 4,000 school districts 
across the U.S. were given surveys, 
with 191 of those responding noted 
as being from the “Southwest.” 

There are more than 200 public 
school districts in Arizona serving 
approximately 900,000 students, ac-
cording to the Arizona Department 
of Education.

Among the survey’s fi ndings are 

that 74% of Southwest respondents 
said that food costs were rated as a 
signifi cant challenge.

Among respondents that do not of-
fer free meals to all students, 96.8% re-
ported challenges with unpaid school 
meal charges/debt. Other reported 
challenges include families in need 
not receiving free and reduced-price 
benefi ts (89.3%), paperwork/admin-
istrative burden (88.7%), students 
going hungry/choosing not to eat 
(73.5%) and stigma for low-income 
students (68.9%).

The study also shows an ongoing 
nearly decade-long trend of increas-

ing median unpaid meal debt. The 
reported unpaid meal debt of $6,900 
in fall 2024 was 102.9% higher than 
the median reported unpaid debt 
in 2017-18 and 245% higher than 
the median reported unpaid debt in 
2014-15.

A whopping 92.1% of responding 
directors reported serious or moder-
ate concern for the fi nancial sustain-
ability of their school meal programs 
three years from now.

In the Southwest, the median per-
meal charge for students who pay full 
price for lunch for school year 2024-
25 is $2.75 (elementary), $2.95 (mid-

dle), $3.10 (high). Elementary and 
middle in the Southwest are lowest or 
tied for the lowest region in the coun-
try. The high school rate of $3.10 is 
second lowest ($3, Southeast).

School meals must meet calorie, 
sodium and fat limits and off er stu-
dents fruits, vegetables, milk and 
entrees made with lean proteins and 
whole grains.

Deer Valley Unifi ed has worked 
to absorb rising food and labor costs 
through procurement practices, use 

CHALLENGES FOR 
U.S. SCHOOL MEAL 
PROGRAMS
The top 5 challenges for school 
meal programs, calculated by 
combining the percentages of each 
item rated as ‘moderate’ or ‘signifi-
cant’ challenges, are:
Food costs – 97.9% 
Labor costs – 94.9%
Equipment costs – 91.4%
Staff  Shortages – 88.7%
Procurement issues (e.g. long lead 
times, substitutions, late deliveries, 
insuff icient bid responses) – 86.8%
SOURCE: School Nutrition Associa-
tion 2024-25 Report

Prices
• From page 1
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• See Meals on page 13

(MetroCreative Connection)
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of USDA Foods, and by maximizing 
available funding under the Child 
Nutrition Program, Migliorino said. 
Additionally, he added, tempo-
rary supply chain assistance mon-
ey helped off set some of the most 
signifi cant cost increases in recent 
years.

“These combined eff orts allowed 
us to delay the need for a price ad-
justment until now,” Migliorino 
writes. “However, despite these 
strategies, we are no longer able to 
generate suffi  cient revenue to fully 
off set our increased operating ex-
penses. Additionally, there is current 
uncertainty surrounding the level of 
future federal funding and potential 
regulatory changes that may further 
impact revenue and drive up costs.”

Nearly one in fi ve children in 
Arizona face hunger, according to 
Feeding America.

Support is available in the West 
Valley at Hope for Hunger Food 
Bank (phoenixrescuemission.org/
hope-for-hunger), 5605 N. 55th 

Ave., in Glendale, and at Valley 
View Community Food Bank (feed-
ingaz.org), 10771 W. Peoria Ave., 
in Sun City.

Visit https://www.dvusd.org/de-
partments/food-nutrition to apply 
for free and reduced lunches.

DVUSD CURRENT 
MEAL PRICES (NEW 
PRICES)
Breakfast K-8: $1.50 ($1.65)
Breakfast High School: $1.50 ($1.75)
Breakfast Adult: $2 (a la carte 
pricing)
Lunch K-8: $2.95 ($3.10)
Lunch High School: $3.50 ($3.75)
Lunch Adult K-8 Campuses: $4.50 
($4.75)
Lunch Adult High School: $4.75 ($5)
SOURCE: Deer Valley Unified School 
District

FREE SUMMER KIDS 
MEALS AVAILABLE 
AT THESE 2 PHOENIX 
SPOTS
Deer Valley Unified School District will 
provide free meals for children this 
summer.
The district’s Summer Food Service 
Program off ers meals to all children, 
ages 18 and under, without charge, re-
gardless of a child’s race, color, nation-
al origin, sex, disability, or age. There 
will be no discrimination in the course 
of the meal service.
Meals are available at the sites and 
times as follows:
Constitution Elementary
18440 N. 15th Ave., Phoenix
Meal service dates: Now through July 
30, Monday through Thursday (meals 
will not be served at this location the 
week of June 30-July 4)
Breakfast: 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Lunch: 11 a.m.-noon
Deer Valley Community Center
2001 W. Wahalla Lane, Phoenix
Meal service dates: Now through July 
25, Monday through Friday (meals will 
not be served at this location June 19 
and July 4)
Lunch: 11 a.m.-noon
Snack: 3:30-4 p.m.
Visit www.dvusd.org/summermeals for 
more information about the Summer 
Food Service Program.

Meals
• From page 12

FROM THE COVER
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5.8%
Higher Prices

2025 INDEPENDENT STUDY
An independent study released in 2025 showed 
that the last 11,618 home sellers who used our 
program had a median sale price 5.8% higher 
than other local MLS sales.

A Higher Price for Your Home
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Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 8:00 pm • Sunday 8:00 am - 2:00 pm 
www.TheLinksGrill.com

18823 N Country Club Pkwy • Peoria

2024

WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

YourValley.net

Winner for both
Best Family Restaurant

and Caterer

Looking for a NEW Dinner 
spot, in the Arrowhead area?

We have a Full Dinner Menu to satisfy
everyone’s taste, along with Daily Specials.

Beautiful setting overlooking the 
Vistas Golf Course in Westbrook Village. 

BUY ONE ENTREE
GET ONE HALF OFF!

Monday through Thursday 4pm-8pm

Established since 2010Established since 2010

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

South Glendale now features anoth-
er innovative solution to the aff ordable 
housing crisis a er a recent grand open-
ing.

Family Promise Legacy Village 
debuted May 6 as community-based 
small-scale housing for families. The 22 
units feature six repurposed 640-square-
foot ocean containers transformed into 
fully furnished small apartments.

Legacy Village, on the campus of Ig-
lesias Dios de Segunda Oportunidad at 
6242 N. 59th Ave., is designed for fam-
ilies who have experienced homeless-
ness. Families can move in starting June 
1 by calling Family Promise of Great-
er Phoenix, which will put together a 
waiting list.

“The genesis of the project was to 

fi gure out how to develop aff ordable 
housing that is infi ll. It’s very rare,” 
Family Promise CEO Ted Taylor said. 
“This particular church, they have 3.84 
acres. We could use about an acre of it 
to develop a housing project so the fam-
ilies could be inside the community, 
where they could be close to school and 
close to work instead of being on the 
outskirts where the parents are pulled 
out of their family’s lives.”

Family Promise works with 54 con-
gregations,

BHHS Legacy Foundation is the 
seed founder on the village and con-
tributed the greatest amount toward it.

“They believed we could do this, 
even though it had never been done in 
the Valley, building out of containers in 
this kind of confi guration and full solar 

NEIGHBORS
COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Family Promise CEO Ted Taylor, right, Mary Thompson from the BHHS Legacy Foundation and Glendale 
Mayor Jerry Weiers smile just after cutting the ribbon cutting for the new Family Promise Legacy Village 
in Glendale on May 6. (Courtesy 10 to 1 Pulic Relations)

Family Promise unveils Glendale 
container village for homeless

• See Village on page 17
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on the top. It’s amazing,” Taylor said. 
“They were at the heart of this.”

Local Initiatives Support Corpora-
tion, Garcia Family Foundation, Fiesta 
Bowl, The Nina Mason Pulliam Char-
itable Trust, SRP, and the Arizona 
Housing Fund also contributed to the 
project.

In particular, Taylor thanked The 
Fiesta Sports Foundation, which con-
tributed the development’s playground 
and a sports court.

Family Promise partners with Head 
Start, Deep Behavioral Health Care, 
Iglesias Dios de Segunda and the city 
of Glendale pitched in to put the proj-
ect together.

“There were volunteers from the 
city building our fence. The columns, 
those are with the city’s help to build 
them. And they have little messages 

painted on rocks by the children,” Tay-
lor said.

Glendale brought water to the site.
Mayor Jerry P. Weiers was on hand 

to cut the ribbon.
“This village will provide families in 

need with a chance to get their life back 
on track,” Weiers stated in a press re-
lease. “Family Promise has done a great 
job in developing quality homes at this 
site and will provide wrap-around ser-
vices to the residents living here.”

Using containers decreased costs, 
Taylor said. Each two-bedroom home 
cost about $101,000 to manufacture.

He said Family Promise devised this 
community model with more conven-
tional houses 13 years ago in its South 
Scottsdale location, with the homes 
ringing a central courtyard.

“Homelessness is partly a problem 
of a lack of housing. So we really need-
ed to get into the housing space, which 
we are. But we knew if we didn’t bring 
community to those developments, we 
really miss the whole purpose of bring-
ing families in,” Taylor said. “We’re do-
ing something very unique and very in-
novative here that we know works. So 
you know, 86% of the families that go 
through our units end up in permanent 
housing and be sustainably housed.”

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety 
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 

Guidelines. Richard Smith can be reached at 
rsmith@iniusa.org.

Fiesta Sports Foundation contributed this basketball half court at Family Promise Legacy Village in Glen-
dale, a transitional community for families experiencing homelessness. (Courtesy 10 to 1 Pulic Relations)

NEIGHBORS
Village
• From page 16

From humble beginnings in the 1950s, to a regional growing chain 
in the southwest, Carolina’s has been serving up fresh, homemade 
burritos straight from the heart of the Valley. What started with Carolina 
Venezuela selling burritos from the back of her car at local youth sports 
games and construction sites has grown into a beloved local brand 

sourced from local Arizona vendors.

Valid at all locations 
Valid at all locations

EXP. 8/31/25
EXP. 8/31/25

GLENDALE: 5920 W. Greenway RD  
623.878.6277 •  HOURS 7am to 9pm •  CLOSED SUNDAYS

WWW.CAROLINASMEXICANFOOD.COM

Family Owned since 1968 with catering available

Free Chips and Salsa
Free Chips and Salsa

with Code INDEPENDENT
with Code INDEPENDENT
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SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Stage Le  Productions, celebrating 
its 10th anniversary year in the West 
Valley, will raise the curtain on “The 
Outsiders” in June.

The play is a searing story of real 
kids in real situations with real conse-
quences seen through the eyes of young 
Ponyboy, a theater press release states.

“Territorial battles between the 
have-it-made rich kids — the Socs — 
and Ponyboy’s tough, underprivileged 
‘greaser’ family and friends are just a 
part of life,” Stage Le  sums up. “But 
even in the midst of urban gang war-
fare, somehow Ponyboy can’t forget a 
short poem that speaks to their fragile 
young lives.”

The teen drama is adapted by Chris-
topher Sergel from the book by S.E. 
Hinton.

Performances take place: 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 5; 7 p.m. Friday, June 
6; 2 & 7 p.m. Saturday, June 7; 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 12; 7 p.m. Friday, June 
13; and 2 & 7 p.m. Saturday, June 14.

Tickets are $25.
Stage Le  Productions is located at 

5930 W. Greenway Road, Suite 1A, in 
Glendale.

Email tickets@stagele az.com or 
text/call 623-285-6321 for informa-
tion.

Visit https://app.arts-people.com/
index.php?show=256320 to purchase 
tickets.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety 
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 

Guidelines. Richard Smith can be reached at rsmith@
iniusa.org.

THINGS TO DO
JUNE 1

JUNE 2

JUNE 21

House Rocking Blues
Big Daddy D & the Dynamites are back 

at WestsidBlues, Jazz & More. Led by the 
talented and charismatic Darryl “Big Dad-
dy D” Porras, and matched on stage by the 
powerhouse vocals of Betty Jo Vachon and 
the Dynamites, this is gonna be a rockin’ 

Sunday afternoon, so grab your tickets 
now to save your seat. The vocalists and 

guitarist are joined by Rachelle Romeo on 
sax, Rick Mutter on keys; Mahlon Hawk on 
bass and Dr. Bob Sellani on drums. Reser-
vations are only held until start of music. 

Open seating. First come fi rst served.

Westside Blues, Jazz & More
 17045 N. 59th Ave., Suite 104

3 to 6 p.m.

Cooking With Larry
Chef Larry Canepa leads an evening of 
Street Life: Eating on the World’s Most 

Famous Avenues at Foothills Library. The 
world off ers an array of street food de-

lights, each region boasting unique fl avors 
and culinary traditions. Street food is the 
ultimate in casual dining and a sensory 
window into the culinary heritage of a 

hungry metropolis. Learn how to recreate 
these foods — to go. Samples are provided. 

Canepa is a certifi ed culinary educator.

Foothills Branch Library
19055 N. 57th Ave.

6-7:45 p.m.

Make Music Day
Make Music West Valley is a festival led by 
the West Valley Arts Council and designed 

to showcase local musical talent and 
inspire others to play music. Events are 

planned across the West Valley, including 
a songwriters circle in downtown Glendale 

led by On Stage Now Entertainment. 

Coyote Oaties
7005 N. 58th Ave.

Time TBD

ON STAGE

IF YOU GO
What: “The Outsiders”
When: June 5-14
Where: Stage Left Productions, 5930 W. Greenway Road, Suite 1A, Glendale
More Information: Email tickets@stageleftaz.com or text/call 623-285-6321

(Show poster provided by Stage Left Productions)

Local theater troupe to stage 
coming of age ‘The Outsiders’
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Rumble on the Gridiron: 
With every ticket purchase, you're not just witnessing an epic game but also supporting the local community—
Proceeds support community journalism at the Daily Independent newspaper at YourValley.net. It's a win-win!

Don’t wait—tickets won’t last long. 
Secure your spot today and be part of the action!

Location: Desert Diamond Arena, Glendale
Date: Saturday, June 14th
Kickoff: 6:05 PM

PURCHASE 
TICKETS HERE

INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

PMark your calendars and prepare for a showdown you won't want to miss.

vention Center in Washington state, 
in 2007 a er a record year.

He points to the opening of a new 
City Hall, Heroes Park, and an invig-
orated staff  as reasons to turn the oper-
ation over to someone else.

“If you’re not careful, sometimes 
senior leadership will stay on where 
you start going into a decline, then 
they leave when things are not as 
strong as they were,” Phelps said.  

Phelps said he hopes to help the 
council pick the next leader. That 
came with a detailed plan to council 
on six- to eight-month recruitment 
process. Hiring an out of state replace-
ment would add a month.

When the next city manager is 
hired, Phelps envisions but being 
available as a consultant for as long as 
fi ve months.

Phelps said he is not retiring, and 
most likely will end up back in the pri-
vate sector.

“If there’s a Glendale secret, it’s 
that when we say we’re for econom-
ic development, that’s not just some-
thing we put on a business card,” 
Phelps said.

If there is a regret from roughly a 
decade on the job, Phelps said, it is 
trying to build a bridge to Arizona 
Cardinals.

When Phelps began work in 2016, 

the Cardinals and the Arizona Sports 
& Tourism Authority had a 2012 
claim of $66.7 million against Glen-
dale. In November 2016 the city set-
tled the suit for $17 million and the 
agreement to add new lots.

The relationship between the city 
and Cardinals Owner Michael Bid-
will never improved. Bidwill came out 
against the VAI resort and ignored the 
city when it made a $3 million contri-
bution to the Super Bowl Host Com-
mittee.

“ I did everything I could to try to 
make them successful. What I learned 
was, no matter what we did it would 
never be enough,” Phelps said.  

Getting the house in order
Glendale hired Phelps, then the 

deputy executive in Pierce County, 
Washington, in November 2015. He 
started as city manager in February 
2016.

The city’s situation with the Na-
tional Hockey League and Arizona 
Coyotes was important at the time. 
But his top priorities were internal, 
addressing the city’s fi nancial troubles 
and its inability to retain top employ-
ees.

Former City Manager Ed Beas-
ley le  in 2012 followed by Horatio 
Skeete as interim city manager. Dick 
Bowers came on board as acting city 
manager, Brenda Fischer was hired in 
summer 2013 and resigned in Febru-
ary, causing Bowers to fi ll in again.

Mayor Jerry Weiers credits Phelps 
for leading the city’s turnaround in 
the years the city stumbled out of the 
Great Recession..

“ Kevin’s business development fo-
cus since joining Glendale has resulted 
in bringing world-class brands to the 
city, creating quality jobs in the area, 
growing experiential off erings and po-
sitioning Glendale as a leading city in 

Arizona,” Mayor Jerry Weiers stated 
in an email.

Phelps said he was surprised an or-
ganization Glendale’s size had been 
more than a decade without a strate-
gic plan. Employee morale was low

“What happens when there’s bad 
retention and bad culture is your good 
employees leave and your bad em-
ployees stay. The bad ones don’t have 
any options. So you wind up with a 
lower common denominator,” Phelps 
said. “Fortunately, there were still a 
lot of really dedicated employees that 
stuck out through some pretty tough 
times. The minute we showed some 
momentum, it was easy to get some 
buy in.”

Defi ning Glendale as an
entertainment epicenter

 When Phelps fi rst started, he 
viewed his new home city a bit dif-
ferent than some longtime Valley res-
idents, and he drew inspiration from 
his home in Washington.

“ “Tacoma considered itself a blue 
collar, kind of gritty community,” 
he said. “I saw a lot of similarities 
between Tacoma and Glendale. So 
much of what was happening was our-
selves holding us back and not leaning 
into  what we could be. And when you 
don’t think you’re worth anything, 
you can’t expect other people in the 
Valley to do that.”

FROM THE COVER
Phelps
• From page 1

Glendale City Manager Kevin Phelps walks on 
the ground fl oor of the Glendale Convention and 
Visitor’s Bureau on May 19. Phelps announced in 
February he would step down from his role some 
time in the next year. (City of Glendale)

• See Manager on page 22
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OPINION

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

LETTERS TO THE NEWSROOMTake the Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take 
the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on ci-
vility. Please include your name and 
phone number, so we can contact 
you for clarifi cation or confi rmation. 
We welcome your photo. All opin-
ions must be no more than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person 
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar 
month. Two submissions in the same 
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibili-
ty of the person who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
    We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.
 

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

• See Letters on page 23

Five safe driving essentials 
Valley parents should teach 
their teens

For many teens, getting a driver’s 
license is more than just a milestone 
— it’s a symbol of freedom, indepen-
dence and stepping into adulthood. 
But behind the excitement lies a seri-
ous reality: with newfound freedom 
comes real risk.

According to the U.S. Department 
of Transportation, teen drivers, ages 
16 to 19, are three times more like-
ly to be involved in a fatal crash at 
night compared to adults aged 30 to 
59, measured per mile driven. And 
the danger spikes even higher during 
the summer, when teens are 20% 
more likely to be involved in a fatal 
collision.  As parents, mentors and 
community leaders, we have a unique 
opportunity to empower the next 
generation of drivers with life-saving 
knowledge. Here are fi ve essential tips 
to help your teen drive smarter and 
safer, especially when it matters most. 

Set clear boundaries and 
expectations

Establishing clear structure is one 
of the most eff ective ways to help 
teens grasp the seriousness of being 
behind the wheel. Implementing 
a driving agreement with clearly 
defi ned rules and consequences sets 
expectations early and creates ac-
countability. Consider setting night-
time driving restrictions and limiting 
the number of passengers — both 
proven strategies to reduce distrac-
tions and lower crash risk. Curfews 
and occupancy limits may seem strict, 
but they are practical tools that sig-
nifi cantly improve teen driver safety. 
By creating thoughtful boundaries, 
parents and guardians can help young 

drivers build safe, responsible habits 
from the start. 

Be a leader for your learner
A teen’s driving habits o en mirror 

what they see at home. Parents who 
consistently model safe, responsible 
driving play a powerful role in shaping 
their teens’ behavior behind the wheel. 
Wearing your seatbelt every time, 
avoiding distractions like cell phone 
use and following traffi  c laws are 
not just good practices, they’re daily 
lessons. When teens regularly observe 
conscientious driving, they’re far more 
likely to adopt those same habits, rein-
forcing safety through example rather 
than just instruction. 

Create a plan for the unknown
Being in an unfamiliar area or en-

countering unexpected situations can 
be challenging for new drivers. Before 
going to a new location, discuss the 
route, potential issues and what to do 
in case of an emergency. Encourage 
teens to stay calm, pull over safely if 
needed and contact a trusted adult if 
they feel uncomfortable. Practicing 
these scenarios can build confi dence 
and preparedness. 

Understand the duties of being a 
passenger

If a teen happens to be riding with 
another new driver, they also play a 
key safety role in the car. Passengers 
should avoid distracting the driver 
with loud conversations, sudden 
movements and showing them photos 

or videos on a phone. Encourage pas-
sengers to speak up if they feel unsafe 
and fi nd alternative transportation if 
necessary. Being a responsible passen-
ger contributes to overall road safety. 

Establish an accident plan
In the unfortunate event of a car 

accident, proper documentation is 
essential. Keeping a checklist in the 
vehicle can help guide the driver 
through a stressful situation with 
clarity and confi dence. This checklist 
should include steps such as collecting 
the personal and insurance information 
of all parties involved, fi ling a police 
report, obtaining witness statements 
if available, taking photographs of the 
scene and maintaining detailed records 
of any medical treatment received. 
Auto accidents can have far-reaching 
consequences — fi nancially, emotion-
ally and psychologically — so having 
an advocate to help pursue justice and 
fair compensation can be an important 
step in the recovery process. 

By setting clear expectations, mod-
eling safe driving habits and preparing 
for potential incidents, teens are better 
equipped to navigate the responsibili-
ties of the road. Ongoing support and 
open communication from parents 
play a vital role in reinforcing positive 
behaviors and helping young drivers 
build a strong foundation for a lifetime 
of safe and responsible driving.

Cristina Perez Hesano
PEREZ LAW GROUP  

Cristina Perez Hesano is founding 
partner of Perez Law Group, PLLC in 
Glendale.

Weiers gives kudos to 
Glendale University graduates

Congratulations to the Glendale 
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Civility
Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues.

 Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the 
person. Refrain from demonizing others for their opinions. 
Assume those you disagree with are, like you, genuinely 
interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, 
name-calling, harassment and threats directed at another 
person — or that person’s race, gender, religion, ethnicity, 
etc. — have no place in civil discussions. Find ways to 
respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. 
Value honesty. Make only accurate statements when 
making your point and avoid exaggeration and stereotypes. 

When appropriate, cite your sources of information that 
others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as 
opinions (not stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent 
the views of others or falsely claim your opinions represent 
someone else. If quoting the words of others, identify and 
credit the source.

 Listen and learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen 
to those we disagree with (as well as those we support) and 
be genuine in our attempts to understand their point of 
view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully seeking out views 
that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with 
others, look for even small areas of agreement — which can 
be the gateway to working together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether 
it involves your own information or those with whom you 
disagree. Revealing private information about someone 
else is rude, unethical, potentially harmful and, in many 
cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online 
as well as in public and in your interaction with others. 
Encourage others to practice these civil behaviors. And it’s 
OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be courteous, 
respectful and helpful in your approach.

COMMUNITY NEWS

The bus stop structures at 51st, 
67th and 83rd avenues and Bell Road 
were refurbished, as was the stop at 
75th Avenue and Union Hills Drive.

A structure on eastbound 67th Av-
enue and Union Hills Drive is com-
pletely new.

“All I can see there is the concrete 
landing pad, which is new. And it has 
an arch over the shelter,” Whyte said.

Before deciding to build a new 
structure at a current stops, the city 
must confi rm the site has the required 
dimensions to build an ADA-required 
landing pad.

A er identifying a site, the tran-
sit department takes a proposal to 
engineering. Some sites cannot be 
changed because of electric or water 
lines under them — or other factors,

If the city can upgrade a current 
bus stop, it will lay more concrete on 
a landing pad.

“You have to see what is under-
neath the actual pavement,” Whyte 
said. “The ones that are not ADA 
compliant are sort of grandfathered 
in.”

Lower volume stops fl oat to the 
bottom of the priority list, Whyte 
said. Tolmachoff , now Glendale’s 
vice mayor, is on the Valley Metro 
board of directors.

She said usage studies for each bus 

stop in the Valley will help determine 
whether buses should continue going 
there and inform cities on how they 

could allocate resources.
“Now that we’re going to be sur-

veying more effi  ciently, we’re going 

to have a better idea of how to prior-
itize how they should be used,” Tol-
machoff  said.

Shelters
• From page 5

This shaded bus stop seating area on westbound Bell Road just west of 52st Avenue was rebuilt by the city of Glendale in the past year after a crash tore up 
portions of the old structure. (City of Glendale)
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The key was to diff erentiate Glen-
dale from other Valley suburbs. Phelps 
said it would be diffi  cult to compete 
with Scottsdale and its resorts and at-
tractions, or even a city like Chandler 
— where he also interviewed for a city 
manager position — with its large tech 
center employment.

What Glendale was building was 
built around fun. Glendale, Phelps 
said, boasts a stadium, an arena and 
22,000 parking spaces right off  a free-
way, plus 1 million square feet of retail 
and a number of hotel properties near-
by. That’s an advantage over every 
Valley suburb.

Glendale had 879 hotel rooms 
in 2016. When the VAI Resort gets 
opened up, and the Desert Diamond 
White Tanks Casino adds 469 rooms, 
Glendale’s total soars above 4,000 
rooms.

Phelps did not foresee anything like 
VAI, but when it fi rst was presented as 
Crystal Lagoons in 2019, he knew it 
would be a game changer. Even with 
delays, Phelps sees good things as the 
city waived about $5 million in poten-
tial fees on the project.

“Normally most developers are 
fi nding ways to cut things from the 
budget. These guys keep getting big-
ger,” Phelps said. “It’s going to be 
there for 30, 40 or 50 years. To me 
what they’re doing is truly a legacy 
project.”

Building business bridges
A er solidifying city staff , the next 

goal was to bolster revenue by attract-
ing new businesses instead of raising 
taxes. Phelps saw promise in land off  
Loop 101 originally slated as a park-
and ride.

“We had a relationship to where 
we reached out to a guy named Larry 
Van Tuyl, who had sold his portfolio 

to Warren Buff et for over $8 billion in 
2015. His non-compete went away if 
he only developed the property. He 
couldn’t operate it. We got him to 
come in to build the BMW,” Phelps 
said. 

 The dealership was a catalyst for 
Volvo Cars Arrowhead, Jaguar Ar-
rowhead, Land Rover Arrowhead, 
INEOS Grenadier Arrowhead, a Car-
vana across Loop 101 and under con-
struction Arrowhead Porsche.

Phelps credited Development Ser-
vices Director Randy Huggins for 
building relationships with the busi-
ness community.

Shortly a er a Red Bull factory 
opened off  Loop 303 in Glendale, the 
city and another West Valley city were 
recruiting Whiteclaw — as was a Utah 
city.

Mark Anthony Group founder An-
thony Von Madi visited Glendale. At 
the time, his company could not sup-
ply retail stores with enough White-
claw product.

Glendale laid our a plan to have 
open a 1 million-square-foot brewing 
facility in one year from groundbreak-
ing to a certifi cate of occupancy,

Von Madi said it was a nearly im-
possible goal. Phoenix base Merit 
Partners developed the Red Bull cam-
pus for Ball. Merit President Kevin 
Czerwinski went through the process 
and by the end of the day, Phelps said, 
Mark Anthony selected Glendale as 
the site and Merit as the developer.

 Since then Mark Anthony brought 
down its science and research team 
and built a distribution center in Glen-
dale.

 Weiers said council was not sur-
prised when Phelps announced his 
plan to retire from the city, because in 
his usual style he presented a smooth 
transition plan.

“In my opinion, Kevin’s legacy as 
the Glendale City Manager is focused 
on business development and fi nancial 
responsibility,” Weiers stated.

Manager
• From page 19

FROM THE COVER
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www.footandanklearizona.com623-544-9090623-544-9090

New Laser
Treatment

Board Certified Physician can treat
your  fungus, discoloration, and painful 

toenails with no oral medication!

m
We Accept

MEDICARE

SUN CITY WEST: 13949 W Meeker Blvd, Suite B, Sun City West, AZ 85375
SUN CITY: 10615 W Thunderbird Blvd, C-150, Sun City, AZ 85351
GLENDALE: 18301 N 79th Ave, Bldg F #168, Glendale, AZ 85308

Hard to Treat Toenails?

Call or come see us at the following locations:

LEAVE A LEGACY
NOT A LEGAL MESS!

LIVING TRUSTS & WILLS
POWER OF ATTORNEY FORMS
HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES • DEEDS & BENEFICIARY DEEDS

Retirement Income Planning • Insurance & Annuities

Located At 99th Ave & Bell Road

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

FSGtrusts.com

ARIZONA OWNED & OPERATED No legal advice given
Not a law fi rm

      561-2323(623)

At Vero Chicago Pizza, we’ve always prided ourselves on delivering the best 
pizza in town — fresh, flavorful, and made with love. But we knew that great food 
alone wasn’t enough to stand out in such competitive market. That’s when we 
decided to partner with the independent Newsmedia for our local advertising, 
and the results have been incredible!

Since we started running ads in the Gilbert and Chandler editions, we’ve seen a 
noticeable increase in foot traffic. Our weekday lunch specials are getting more 
attention, and we’ve had more families and new customers coming in to try us 
out. The exposure we’ve gotten has been invaluable — it feels like our restaurant 
has become a true local favorite!

The newspaper’s readers really resonate with the personal, community-oriented 
approach we’ve taken in our ads. We’ve received so many positive comments 
from customers who say they saw our ad and decided to give us a try.

Thanks to the Independent Newsmedia, we’re not just a pizzeria — we’re part 
of the community, and it’s been amazing to see the growth we’ve experienced. 
We highly recommend advertising here to anyone looking to connect with local 
customers!

— Isaac Younan, OwnerIssaaaaa cc YYoYoununaanan OOwner

“Advertising in the Independent Community Newspaper 
Has Been a Game-Changer for Our Business!”

University class of 2025.
The participating residents heard 

from all our city departments during 
this free 10-week course that is spon-
sored by Arizona State University.

Each year we host this in-depth 
look at how city government works. 
Attendees learn the inner work-
ings of a variety of city services, 
including public safety, city court, 
libraries, public works, fi nance 
and budget, parks and recreation, 
public aff airs, neighborhoods, water 
services, boards and commissions, 
and more.

Glendale residents and business 
owners whose businesses reside in 
the city are eligible to register for 
Glendale University to learn more 
about city government directly from 

the Mayor, City Manager’s offi  ce, 
and  senior management from other 
departments.

In the more than 25 years since 
the program was started, more than 
1,000 people have attended. The 
program’s continued popularity is 
credited to the one-on-one interac-
tions and the core curriculum that 
focuses on city operations.

If you are interested in attending 
Glendale University, visit this web-
page https://www.glendaleaz.com/
your_government/city_council/
mayor_jerry_weiers/glendale_uni-
versity for updates on how and when 
to register for the next round of class-
es, which will begin in March 2026.

For information, contact the May-
or’s Offi  ce at 623-930-2260 or email 
GlendaleUniversity@glendaleaz.
com.

Jerry P. Weiers
MAYOR OF GLENDALE

Letters
• From page 20

OPINION
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Usually on campus by 7 in the 
morning each day, Anderson rarely 
le  before 7 p.m. That included up to 
a dozen work phone calls on Saturday, 
and Sundays saw him at work in his of-
fi ce almost six hours. His cardiologist 
noted that Anderson was for the most 
part healthy. But one factor stood out.

“It’s not because there’s something 
wrong with you because you’re in 
shape, because you’re not overweight, 
you don’t have bad habits,” he remem-
bers his doctor telling him. “He goes, 
‘It’s the job.’”

Anderson happily lives a completely 
diff erent lifestyle now. His days involve 
exercising, meal prepping, and he’s on 
meds and supplements that keep him 
at healthy levels. He recognizes his 
own situation can remind others — 

especially fellow guys like himself; he 
admits he rarely visited a doctor before 
his health scare – to prioritize diet and 
fi tness, not to mention a good work/life 
balance.

“That’s my message to everybody 
that asks,” he said.

With such an early start to his career 
enabling him to pile up his retirement 
points, Anderson was able to step away 
at only 50. He has no plans to stay idle, 
though.

Anderson runs a real estate business 
on the side, on which he’ll now focus 
primarily. He has two grandchildren 
to spoil, and maybe best of all given his 
long career in education that started as 
a special ed teacher, he’s already on the 
Deer Valley Unifi ed list to substitute 
teach as needed.

“Now I just get to focus on kids and 
focus on parents and focus on teach-
ers and have those conversations and 
make a diff erence,” he said.

customers right and always have their best interests at heart. We 
provide low pressure solar solutions with a Project Manager, not a 
high-pressure Sales Rep. Reach out to me for a low-pressure quote.

               (602) 562-7799
W W W . G R E E N M U S C L E S O L A R . C O M

Low pricing & Premium Equipment
I h I t ll b t t

W W W . G R E E N M U S C L E S O L A R . C O M

✓ $0 Down Loan 
✓ Low pricing & 
   Premium Equipment
✓ In-house Installers, 
   no sub-contractors

Green Muscle was founded on the simple 
belief to treat our customers right and always 
have their best interests at heart. We provide 

Manager, not a high-pressure Sales Rep. 
Reach out to me for a low-pressure quote.

Solar Install Professionals
Meet with a Project Manager

Anderson
• From page 8

EDUCATION

LEAVING THE NEST
Graduates in the Deer Valley High School Class of 2025 look around Desert Diamond Arena in Glendale 
at the crowd gathered for the May 15 ceremony. (Courtesy DVUSD)
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Announcement AC/Heating

10 Year
Warranty

602-301-2993602-301-2993
www.cardinalairaz.com

3 Ton
Installed
$$6,5006,500

4 Ton
Installed
$$7,5007,500

5 Ton
Installed
$$8,5008,500

AC/Heating

GILLEY’S
AC

ROC#276614 | ROC#276616

Residential &
Commercial

Providing Air Conditioning Sales, Service & Installation
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

602-418-3790

MINI WILL COOL ANY
ROOM WITHIN 2 MINUTES

HEATING & COOLING
Residental • Commercial

Maintenance  • Service  • Repair & Installation
Ask  About  Ductless  Minisplit  UnitsAsk  About  Ductless  Minisplit  Units

Present This Ad for
10% OFF  a New Install!

WE NOW
OFFER DUCT
CLEANING &
SANITATION!

• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured
• ROC# 328964

623-999-8226 www.LevelUpHVAC.com

•
•
••

AIR CONDITIONING & DUCT CLEANING

Call Today To Schedule Your Service Check!

TEMPERATURES IN THETEMPERATURES IN THE
 VALLEY ARE CRAZY! VALLEY ARE CRAZY!

Get Your Service On!Get Your Service On!

Concrete

Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:

*Cool Deck
*Simulated
Flag-Stone

*Garage Floor
Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old
Coatings

Serving
the Valley
Since 1987

With No
Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  

602-486-9598
ROC#  Lic/Bond

Electrical

E f ficie n t  E l e ct ric
Panel Upgrades
Remodels
Additions
•Fans•Lights
•Outlets
•Troubleshooting

Fa m i l y  O w n e d /O p e ra t e d

PORA/ SCHOA/ A+ BBB
•Licensed
•Bonded
•Insured

Residential • Commercial

WE DO 
IT ALL!

623-810-9905

Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated
623-925-2424

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • License #300097

$200 Off 

A NEW 
DOOR

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $30
for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum 

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $30

for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm
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Employment

JOIN OUR GROWING NEWSMEDIA TEAM

Apply by emailing resume to azads@iniusa.org

Hiring Top-Notch, Full & Part-time, 
Multimedia Advertising Consultants

Winning Attributes:
• Self-starting attitude

• Proactively identify,   
 qualify and on-board   
 new advertising and   
 recommended partners

• Manage relationships

• Sales experience,   
 advertising and/  
 or digital media   
 sales history preferred

We strive to attract people 
who are enthused about 
Independent’s Mission and who 
share our values. EOE

Floor Coverings Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Landscaping

Cleanups-Maintenance
Installation & Repairs
• Trees • Weeds • Lawn

Lighting•Hauling 
& Irrigation Services    

FIRST OPTION
LANDSCAPE

Free Quotes

ALL 
MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS 
ACCEPTED 

623-687-6312
www.fi rstoptionlandscape.com ROC#344171

Landscaping

Miscellaneous

• Paper
• All shredded paper 

is recycled
• Hard Drives 

in/out of Laptop/Computer
• iPads, Tablets, 

Cell Phones, Etc.

ABCO Shredding Services

623-748-8480 
www.abcoshredding.com

2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

...more than just paper shredding
• Witness the shredding 

8am-2:30pm M-F or drop 
off 8am-4pm

• A Certificate of 
Destruction is included 
on the receipt.

• Pickup Service Available

Painting

TOP QUALITY
Int & Ext Painting
Company Operating for 30 Years

FREE ESTIMATES!

623-221-7911
Email: dino@dinospainting.com

Licensed / Bonded
Insured / #234028

We BeatWe Beat
Any LicensedAny Licensed

Contractor’s Price!Contractor’s Price!

PAINTING
COMPLETE INTERIOR 

OR EXTERIOR
$1.50/sf

27 Years’ Experience • Family Business 
Free Written Estimates • Pay Upon Completion

Includes  
Dunn Edwards  

Paints

623-418-9194

1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT

Plumbing

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Licensed•Bonded•Insured•Lic# C37R122566•L37•122567

Quality Plumbing with Quality Service

Christopher Dobash
Owner

WATER, SEWER, GAS
Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

(623) 878-1102•dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
* Garbage Disposals

Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Remodeling

• BATH • KITCHEN • PAINT • CABINETRY
• DRYWALL REPAIRS  • WALLPAPER & POPCORN REMOVAL

• FLOORING • WINDOWS • DOORS • CROWN-MOLDING
• TRIM WORK • BASEBOARDS & MORE!

S I N C E 1 9 8 9

3535
YEARSYEARS

CUSTOM INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR PAINTING & FULL 

HOME REMODELING

11126 W. Wisconsin Ave, #5 - Youngtown
Licensed/Bonded/Insured Limited Liability Corp • ROC #155822 KB02

Listed HOA/PORA

Call
Today
and 
Get 

Results

623-972-6101

GREAT
RATES

iniusa.org/classifieds
Independent Newsmedia
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Remodeling

G&G Design & Remodeling

• Home Additions
• Patio Covers
• Kitchens & Baths

����
����	
���
����

623-332-0672 ggdremodeling@cox.net
www.ggdesignremodeling.com �
���������������

���	��� • ����������www.ggdesignremodeling.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Additions • Remodels

On Time, On Budget, 
For Your Peace of Mind.

Free Initial Consultation

623-546-8681
TruBuildersAZ.com

Licensed/Bonded/Insured • Listed with PORA/SCHOA

Your Contractor of Integrity

Roofi ng

JLC ROOFING                           INC.
FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

LICENSED BONDED

623-878-9832

FREE
ESTIMATES

Call Today ROC#122805

30+ Years Experience in AZ

 ALL TILE ROOFS 
 ALL SHINGLE ROOFS
 ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs • Turbine Repairs • House Painting

John York - Owner/Operator FREE 
ESTIMATES

Licensed • Bonded • Insured 
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Roofi ng

Free 
Estimate

• Shingles 
• Tile Roofs
• Coatings 
• Repairs
• Solar Removals

30 Years Quality 
Experience

Insurance Work

602-810-3355

PORA/HOA • Bonded • Insured • ROC #194699

We Make YOUR Priorities OUR’S
• Residential-Commercial 
• Roof Replacement & Repair 
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,
 Flat & TPO Roofi ng

MONSOON
SPECIAL

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591
Roc #324307

Tree Removal

• Trimming
• Removals
• Stump Grinding

BENNETT
TREE SERVICEE VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT RRRRRRRRVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVRRRRRRRRRRRRRR CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCSSE VICTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEE SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVIIICCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCEEEEEEEEE

Professional Arborist Tree Care

Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

gg

623-204-1225623-204-1225

Senior
Discounts

StepUpStopCancer.org

Isabella, 4

Help us stop 
childhood cancer 
in its tracks.

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

 Fountain Hills • July 15, 2025 • Fountain Hills Community Center 
Sun City • September 24, 2025 • Sundial Recreation Center 
Sun City West •  October 21, 2025 • Briarwood Country Club
Apache Junction • January 7, 2026 • Central Arizona College 

Chandler • February 24, 2026 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 26, 2026 • Westbrook Village

Classified doesn’t cost... It Pays!
For information, Call 

iniusa.org/classifieds
623-972-6101
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© 2024 City of Hope

HOPE IS
the brightest minds in medicine, 

focused on your cancer diagnosis. 

City of Hope® is one of the largest and most advanced cancer research and treatment 

organizations in the United States. With an independent, National Cancer Institute-

designated comprehensive cancer center that is ranked top 5 in the nation for cancer care 

by U.S. News & World Report at our core, we turn hope into reality by providing world-class 

treatments for all stages and types of cancer. 

The experts at the Gastrointestinal (GI) Cancer Center at City of Hope Phoenix treat all 

gastrointestinal-related cancers, including colorectal, liver, pancreatic and stomach 

cancers, as well as neuroendocrine tumors. Our GI Cancer Center team is dedicated 

to treating patients with new and innovative cancer treatment options for diagnostic 

and surgical needs, using evidence-informed supportive care services to address 

gastrointestinal cancer symptoms and treatment side eff ects — all under one roof. 

Learn more at 

cityofhope.org/phoenix

by scanning the QR code 

or call 855.622.HOPE
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