
By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

While homelessness is up in general 
throughout Maricopa County, accord-
ing to Maricopa Association of Gov-
ernment’s annual Point-in-Time count, 
Glendale saw a nearly 20% decrease in 
unsheltered people.

Volunteers fanned out across Mar-
icopa County on Jan. 29 to count those 
experiencing homelessness in the coun-
ty. Glendale’s number was 169 — the 
city’s lowest since 2017 — and a sign 
of progress from the 2024 count of 211 
unsheltered people.

With Family Promise Legacy Vil-
lage opening a 22-unit shipping con-
tainer village of transitional housing in 
June and a Veterans Community Proj-
ect under construction with 50 smaller 
cottages for veterans scheduled to open 
in 2027, there’s a belief that the num-
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Some campuses 
will be over 

capacity, some 
below 50%

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Changing campus bound-
aries within a school 
district is never an easy 

process, and rarely a popular 
one.

Deer Valley Unifi ed 
School District – one of the 

Riley works on summer programming 
for students at Legend Springs Ele-
mentary School, at 21150 N. Arrow-
head Loop Road, in Glendale, on July 
17. (Independent Newsmedia/Steve 
Stockmar)

DVUSD starts year with eye DVUSD starts year with eye 
on boundary changeson boundary changes

IF YOU GO
What: DVUSD governing board 
meetings this month
When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 12 and 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 26
Where: District off ice at 20402 N. 
15th Ave., or streamed live in on the 
district’s YouTube channel
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COMMUNITY NEWS
IN BRIEF STATE FARM STADIUM

SUPPORT

City sets up annual Stand 
Up for Veterans event

Glendale’s 12th annual Stand 
Up for Veterans is scheduled for  
8 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 11, at Ari-
zona Christian University, 1 W. 
Firestorm Way, Glendale.

Stand Up provides free legal 
aid, job opportunities, career 
support, Motor Vehicle Depart-
ment services, health check-ups, 
veterinary services, a blood drive, 
haircuts, and a barbecue lunch.

Those interested in participat-
ing should visit triplemaz.com 
and register.

Each year, donors and volun-
teers support veterans. For infor-
mation call Mayor Jerry Weiers’ 
offi  ce at 623-930-2260.

CLASSES

Foothills Rec Center host 
line dancing, belly dancing

Foothills Recreation & Aquat-
ic Center, 5600 W. Union Hills 
Drive, will play host to a pair of 
classes Aug. 7. They are:

• Beginner Country Line 
Dance from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Learn the basic steps of line 
dancing. No partner is needed.  
Ages 15 and up are welcome. 
Cost for the eight-week class 
is $60 per resident and $70 per 
non-resident.

• Beginner Belly Dancing from 
6 to 7 p.m. Learn the basics of 
belly dance movements. Ages 15 
and up are welcome. 

Cost for the eight-week class 
is $60 per resident and $70 per 
non-resident.

• See VAI on page 12

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

In recent years, one of the most di-
visive issues facing the Glendale City 
Council has been the deals proposed 
by city staff  regarding VAI Resort, 
particularly the parking lots nearby.

The fi nal council meetings for six 
weeks, on June 24, were the latest 
in this debate. In the workshop, the 
council debated an agreement with 
VAI Resort to manage parking at the 
4,011 spaces at the black lot south of 
State Farm Stadium near the resort.

The proposal passed by a 4-3 vote, 
with Mayor Jerry Weiers and council 
members Ray Malnar, Leandro Bald-
enegro and Dianna Guzman voting 
for this 25-year contract due in large 
part to its $500,000 in annual revenue 
for Glendale.

Vice Mayor Lauren Tolmachoff  
and council members Bart Turner 
and Lupe Conchas believe the city 
had better revenue sharing deals of-
fered that would bring its taxpayers 
more money.

“I know there are concerns that we 
are giving something away to the VAI 
Resort. I don’t see it that way. I see 
the VAI Resort providing us a great 
service,” Malnar said. “We have little 
to no risk.”

During the June 24 voting meeting, 
Tolmachoff  moved to table the vote 
until a new city manager is hired, but 
it was denied by the same 4-3 vote.

Turner pointed out the item was 
discussed only an hour or so earlier 

that day in a workshop and placed on 
the consent agenda for a simple yes 
vote along with 42 other items. The 
contract was pulled from the consent 
agenda and discussed.

“I wouldn’t do this agreement if 
I owned this property myself. And I 
won’t do this agreement for my tax-
payers and people that put trust in 
me when they voted me into offi  ce. 
This is a big transfer of money from 
our taxpayers over to an enterprise 
that I hope will be successful, but not 
at the cost of taking money out of our 
taxpayers’ pockets. Parking was not 

part of the deal that brought VAI to 
Glendale,” Turner said.

Glendale fi nished construction on 
the $27.2 million Black Lot in 2018 
and the project included a $3.5 mil-
lion pedestrian passageway under 
Cardinals Way. The lot is now de-
signed to fulfi ll the city’s require-
ments to provide parking for Arizona 
Cardinals games.

VAI will not manage the lot or col-
lect revenue from it on NFL event 
days or mega event days — those that 
have 40,000 or more attendees.

VAI Global Development President Grant Fisher looks out on the VAI Resort site under construction 
during a tour in Glendale in May 2023. (Independent Newsmedia/Steve Stockmar)

Split council approves VAI
to operate black lot parking
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BUSINESS
IN BRIEF

AWARD

Glendale man partners in 
top landscaping business 
to work for

Glendale resident and entre-
preneur Mike DiFabbio’s com-
pany, Encore Landscape Man-
agement, was named one of only 
26 companies in the nation as 
best places to work by Lawn & 
Landscape Magazine earliest this 
summer.

“We are thrilled to receive this 
prestigious recognition for anoth-
er year,” stated Encore Land-
scape Management partners Juan 
Hernandez, Mike DiFabbio and 
John Garigen in a press release. 
“Being named one of the best 
places to work by Lawn & Land-
scape is a reflection of our team-
first culture and the incredible 
people who show up every day 
with pride, purpose, and pas-
sion.” 

Phoenix-based Encore Land-
scape Management offers a 
number of services, including 
landscape maintenance, design, 
installation, tree care, water man-
agement and plant health care 
services. 

The company was also named 
one of the best places to work in 
2022 and 2024.

The second part of the survey 
process consisted of an employee 
survey that measured the employ-
ees’ experience. This part of the 
process was worth approximately 
75% of the total evaluation.

For information on Encore 
Landscape Management, visit 
www.encorelm.com or call 602-
568-2582.

DUTCH BROS

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Two drive-through restaurants 
without the indoor restaurant part will 
go up on the northwest corner of 59th 
and Northern avenues in Glendale.

One is a well known drive through 
in Dutch Bros. Coffee., while the oth-
er, Smalls Sliders, is just starting to 
grow into Arizona.

During the June 26 Glendale Plan-
ning Commission meeting, commis-
sioners unanimously approved condi-
tional use permits for Dutch Bros. at 
5960 W. Northern Ave., and Smalls 
Sliders at 5950 Northern. 

Neither project a mile north of 
downtown requires council approval.

Portland-based Cole Valley Part-
ners, owns both properties. Mitchell 
Reynolds spoke June 26 on its be-
half.

“We started this about a year ago 
and purchased the lot. We worked on 
getting the existing buildings demol-
ished,” Reynolds said. 

“We’re really excited to get this go-
ing.”

Planner Amy Schwenner said this 
land was formerly owned by the Sal-
vation Army, which now operates just 
to the west.

A single-family community is just 
north of the two proposed drive.

Drive through signs must be posted 
at least 100 feet from any residential 
use. The menu board and speaker are 
approximately 180 feet from the back 
door of the nearest resident.

“Transportation has required a de-

celeration lane to be added on North-
ern Avenue and planning has empha-
sized the importance of a landscape 
buffer on the north property line and 
enhanced shad opportunities for on-
site uses,” Schwenner said.

Dutch Bros. will have shielded light 
fixtures, a six-foot high block wall and 
trees along the rear property line.

The coffee chain’s outdoor space 
for dining will be open from 5 a.m. to 
11 p.m.

Atlanta-based Smalls Sliders 
will be next door. East of the slider 
restaurant is an Auto Zone. The drive 
through will have shared access off 
Northern. 

Small Sliders board and speaker 
are approximately 180 feet from the 
back door of the nearest resident.

The interior for employees is 800 
square feet with an additional 1,600 
square feet of shaded canopy. It is also 

primarily drive through for customers 
and will be open from 10 a.m. to 11 
p.m.

No residents attended the neigh-
borhood meetings or made comments 
to city staff since notices were first 
mailed in late March.

The only complaint at the planning 
meeting was more of a general lament 
about traffic nearby than anything to 
do with these two plans.

“Development in this part of Glen-
dale is encouraged and appreciated. 
I live pretty close to this and ... the 
traffic on Northern is horrendous. I 
have to make a left-hand turn east of 
this major intersection from the north, 
headed east, on a routine basis. In 
heavy traffic hours, I sometimes feel 
like I’m taking my life into my own 
hands trying to get left on to Northern 
eastbound,” commissioner Tom Cole 
said.

Elevations for a Dutch Bros. Coff ee shop planned for 5960 W. Northern Ave. in Glendale. The city’s 
planning commission unanimously approved a conditional use permit for the coff ee shop June 26. (City 
of Glendale)

Drive-thrus approved 1 mile 
north of downtown
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Starting
at

biggest in Arizona with 42 schools and 
31,000-plus students – is no stranger 
to the concept, or to its divisive nature 
among residents.

Four years ago the district faced the 
issue with regards to campuses on the 
north end of Peoria and Phoenix near 
Happy Valley Road that were each fac-
ing student overcrowding issues.

“It’s a hard thing to make boundary 
changes,” then-governing board mem-
ber Ann Ordway said. “One neighbor-
hood is going to be unhappy, another 
neighborhood is going to be happy. It’s 
just not an easy thing to do boundaries.”

The eff ort to re-boundary at the time 
stalled, something Superintendent Dr. 
Curtis Finch likened then to “kicking 
the can down the road.”

The issue returns with the start of the 

new 2025-26 school year on July 31.
This past May the district took ini-

tial steps to begin a review of school 
attendance boundaries again. DVUSD 

formed a school attendance boundary 
committee with the ultimate goal to 
recommend suggested changes for the 
2026-27 school year.

The committee includes a parent 
from each high school region, a repre-
sentative from each of the district’s rec-
ognized employee groups, various dis-
trict staff , a representative from parent 
organizations, a business partner, and a 
representative from the district’s inter-
faith council.

Starting in August, the group is 
tasked with dra ing scenarios, present-
ing those scenarios at public hearings, 
and creating fi nalized proposals through 
December.

A board vote is expected in early 
2026.

ENROLLMENT NUMBERS
Student numbers throughout the dis-

trict present a complicated picture.
On the one hand, DVUSD is antic-

ipating a drop of 900 students this year 
from a year ago. Furthermore, some 
district schools are operating at over 

DVUSD
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

DVUSD boundary graphic.

• See District on page 13
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NOW OPEN
Courtesy Glendale Chamber of Commerce

James Avery Artisan Jewelry, 
a family-owned jewelry retailer that 
designs and cra s 90% of its jewelry 
in Texas, has expanded into Arizona 
with the opening of two new stores at 
Arrowhead Towne Center and Chan-
dler Fashion Center in Chandler. The 
retailer’s annual charm event allows 
customers to receive a complimentary 
charm holder (up to a $79 value) with 
the purchase of two charms. The event 
runs through Aug. 4. The store at 7700 
W Arrowhead Towne Center, Suite 
1049, from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Sunday.

HTeaO, a leading national iced tea 
franchise debuted in Arizona with the 
opening of its fi rst location in Glendale 
on July 19. The store will be on the 
outskirts of Westgate Entertainment 
District at 9161 W Glendale Ave. A 
second HTeaO location will open in 
Glendale in October.

This summer Best Discount Fur-
niture and Mattress opened in the 
former Glendale location of Bed, Bath 
& Beyond at 7340 W. Bell Road. The 
store is open from noon to 6 p.m. ev-
ery day. For information, call 602-620-
3470.

On July 11, the Glendale Chamber 
of Commerce led a ribbon cutting for 
The Scribbled Hollow, Glendale’s 
newest independent bookstore and 
mystical emporium, at 5719 W. Glen-
dale Ave.

Doobie’s Smoke & Vape Shop 
opened this spring at 15224 N. 59th 
Ave.

PURCHASE
GO Industrial, a developer, owner 

and operator of institutional quality 
industrial and e-commerce real estate 
in the Southwest U.S., bought a 
freestanding 75,000-square-foot Class 
A industrial building in Glendale, as 
announced July 1. This vacant building 
is situated on 6.41 acres at 10950 W. 
Northview Ave., includes a ±1.23 acre 
paved and secured yard. Cushman 
& Wakefield advised the sale for an 
undisclosed amount. 

OPENING SOON
California-based Vallarta Super-

markets will soon open a 60,000-square 
foot grocery store at 5836 W. Camel-
back Road.

BUSINESS MOVES
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StepUpStopCancer.org

Isabella, 4

Help us stop 
childhood cancer 
in its tracks.

EDUCATION

By Steve Stockmar
and Philip Haldiman

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Arizona is officially in the legal battle 
for more than $132 million the Trump 
administration is withholding for stu-
dents, including those within Deer Val-
ley Unified School District.

On July 14 Attorney General Kris 
Mayes joined a coalition of 23 states 
suing the administration over its “un-
constitutional, unlawful, and arbitrary 
decision” to freeze $132,302,753 for 
Arizona students and approximately 
$6.8 billion nationwide in funding ad-
ministered by the U.S. Department of 
Education.

The move to withhold the mon-
ey comes close to the start of the new 
school year. Deer Valley Unified’s first 
day of classes is Thursday, July 31.

“It’s unlawful for President Trump 
to hold up this education funding and 
wreak havoc on Arizona’s students and 
families — and it’s having an imme-
diate and devastating impact,” Mayes 
stated in a Monday press release.

The administration is withholding 
the education funding for K-12 schools 
and adult education Congress approved 
before he was in office. The education 
money was due to the states by July 1, 
as required by law.

Deer Valley Unified’s Deputy Su-
perintendent of Fiscal and Business 
Services Heather Mock told the Inde-
pendent the district has received and 
budgeted for preliminary federal grant 
awards at 80% of the fiscal year 2025 
allocations but has no indication from 
the Arizona Department of Education 

of when the grant money will be final-
ized.

The Arizona Department of Educa-
tion this spring applied for federal fund-
ing under the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act for the period of 
July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, 
but has not provided final approval for 
most federal grant applications includ-
ing IDEA and the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act, Deer Valley 
Unified’s largest federal grants, the dis-
trict noted.

The Arizona Department of Ed also 
posted statements that U.S. Depart-
ment of Education has not provided 
any grant award notifications meaning 
Arizona cannot guarantee even the 
preliminary awards will be honored, 
Mock further stated.

Peoria Unifi ed School District could lose about 
$2 million in funding the Trump Administration 
has frozen. (Courtesy Peoria Unifi ed School Dis-
trict)

Deer Valley, Peoria 
districts trying to avoid 
‘reduction in support’

• See Support on page 9



Federal money is used to provide 
additional staffing for academic and 
behavior interventionists as well as in-
structional coaches in low socioeco-
nomic status schools, Deer Valley Uni-
fied noted. 

It also provides academic, program-
matic, and student supports for high-
needs populations including but not 
limited to special education.

“Any reductions to federal grant 
funds would result in a reduction in 
force for those positions, and a reduc-
tion in support for our students,” Mock 
wrote in an email.

Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., and Rep. 
Greg Stanton, D-Ariz., are demanding 
President Trump immediately release 
the funding for Arizona schools.

The education funds were due to the 

states by July 1, as required by law.
For the Peoria Unifi ed School Dis-

trict, which begins classes July 31, the 
withheld funds represent about $2 mil-
lion that has already been budgeted 
and allocated for the upcoming school 
year.

PUSD spokeswoman Danielle Airey 
said those funds are budgeted directly 
to support learning and teaching within 
the district.

“We continue to monitor what is 
taking place at the federal level and 
remain hopeful that these dollars are 
released in a timely manner to allow us 
to maximize the impact for student suc-
cess,” she said.

The freeze also aff ects The Boys 
and Girls Club of Arizona, losing $1.3 
million of their operating budget, po-
tentially forcing BGCAZ to reduce 
programs, close summer camps early, 
and even shut down facilities, the letter 
states.

Support
• From page 8

EDUCATION

SCHOOL NOTES
SCHOLARS

Glendale residents earn 
degrees, dean’s list spots

The following college students 
from Glendale recently earned aca-
demic honors:

• Karis Joe and Jayllyn Traff ord 
both earned spots on the spring 2025 
semester dean’s list at Belmont Uni-
versity in Nashville.

• Leonille Maniraguha was named 
to the spring 2025 dean’s list at the 
University of Jamestown.

• Riley Suzanne Lanning grad-
uated summa cum laude with high 
distinction for a degree in history 
& philosophy and psychology on 
May 17 from Hastings College in 
Nebraska.

• Aubrey Leyba earned a spot on 
the honor roll at McPherson College, 
a four-year private college located in 
central Kansas,

• Samantha Garcia graduated 
summa cum laude with a bache-
lor of arts in criminal justice from 
Graceland University in Lamoni, 
Iowa. Garcia also ended a spot on 
the president’s list, for students with 
a perfect 4.0 grade point average.

• Patrick Weyrauch is in the class 
of 2027 at Central College in Pella, 
Iowa. He recently earned a spot on 
the spring 2025 dean’s list.

• Jonathon Barron was named 
to the spring 2025 President’s List 
at Muskingum University in New 
Concord, Ohio, for a GPA of 3.90 or 
above.
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• See Mountain Lions on page 11

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Mountain Ridge players were more 
than content with a paint by numbers 
off season.

It was a fi rst for every student ath-
lete in the program. The last two years, 
returning Mountain Lions players did 
not know who their head coach would 
be until a er spring ball and the school 
year ended,

Now senior quarterback Lukas 
Baughman entered the summer on 
the same page with receivers more of-
ten and is confident with the deeper 
reaches of the playbook. Senior center 
Wyatt Tollefson can introduce more 
o-line calls and double calls to the 
front wall.

“It’s such a big, drastic difference. 
We haven’t had it our whole high 
school career and it’s something really 
cool to be a part of,” senior linebacker 
J.T. Shaffer said.

While the previous two teams faced 
brutal non-region games to start the 
season and closed against a much eas-
ier region, the return of coach Andy 
Johnson and virtually all of his assis-
tants should set up this team for a bet-
ter start.

Mountain Ridge began 2023 with 
six losses and was 1-5 at the same 
point last year.

“It’s been nice to have a consistent 
plan for them. This group has really 
bought in and they’ve been work-
ing hard on a consistent basis. I think 
they’ve been excited to have that 
structure,” Johnson said.

Following an opening victory over 

Tollefson, the Mountain Lions lost five 
straight blowouts to 6A playoff teams.

Then they beat fellow rebuilding 
Desert Valley Region teams Valley 
Vista and Shadow Ridge, then dou-
bled up on 5A playoff team Goldwa-
ter 42-21.

“It all clicked around week six 
when we finally got something and ev-
erybody understood what they’re do-
ing. That’s when it started getting fun 
and we won a lot of games down the 
stretch,” Baughman said.

In a way, those were the games 
Mountain Ridge was supposed to win.

Senior offensive tackle Jacob O’Dell 
said the team gained more momentum 
from the season ending 28-25 loss to 
rival O’Connor. The Mountain Lions 
fell behind a 6A playoff team 28-6 and 
fought back, unlike the beginning of 
the season losses.

“I think we took some really big 
steps at the end and we’re trying to 
keep it together and make it into the 
season. We’ll be a completely different 
Ridge team than you’ve seen in the 
past,” Tollefson said.

Assistant coaches Travis Haw-
thorne and Gary Ornelas lead the 

team in the weight room in the offsea-
son. Ornelas is one of several new as-
sistants who was on Jason Mohns’ staff 
with Johnson at Scottsdale Saguaro.

Ornelas will coach on the junior 
varsity as well as helping lead lifting. 
Offensive coordinator Nyles Outley 
developed a rapport with Johnson at 
Saguaro and coached at Brophy Prep 
last season. Senior defensive analyst 
Gary Hernandez coached on the Sa-
bercats’ 2021 Open Division cham-
pions. 

Eric Guilford is a former NFL re-
ceiver and a Peoria High graduate. 
Linebackers coach Bobby Green was 
the Mountain Ridge head coach from 
2006-2016.

This team will need all the conti-
nuity and coaching acumen it can get, 
thanks to another rough schedule.

Mountain Ridge scrimmaged 
against Cactus most of this decade, 
and now will open its season hosting 

Mountain Lions embrace rare regular off season
MOUNTAIN RIDGE 
MOUNTAIN LIONS 
OFFENSE: Spread
DEFENSE: Multiple
KEY RETURNEES: Lukas Baugh-
man, Sr. QB; Ethan Fernandez, Sr., 
WR; Wyatt Tollefson, Sr., C/DT; Jacob 
O’Dell, Sr., OT; Brody Hinks, Sr., DE; 
J.T. Shaff er, Sr., LB. 
NEWCOMER TO WATCH: Ethan 
Palbykin Jr., DT.

Mountain Ridge
   Mountain Lions

2024 record: 4-6
Playoff s: Did not qualify
Region: 6A Desert Valley
Coach: Andy Johnson (Second 
year)22800 N. 67th Ave., Glendale

Mountain Ridge sophomore running 
back Easton McClanahan looks 
to make a cut during a Sept. 27, 

2024 home game against Queen 
Creek. McClanahan is the team’s 

leading returning rusher. (Courtesy 
Mountain Ridge Football Boosters 

Facebook)



the 5A runners up. Then the Moun-
tain Lions travel to Phoenix Pinnacle 
then host Phoenix Mountain Pointe.  

“There’s nowhere to hide on this 
schedule. We’re going to have to be 
ready to compete from week one,” 
Johnson said.

Baughman will need to improve. 
Like his teammates, he improved his 
play in the final four games.

Senior receiver Ethan Fernandez 
and senior tight end Ethan Holley are 
the top returning receivers. Elite se-
nior hurdler Sanel Eminovic provides 
a deep threat.

Yet the quarterback is most excited 
about junior running back Easton Mc-
Clanahan, second on the team in car-
ries and yards last year.

“This year he came out full speed. 
He got a lot bigger and a lot stronger. 
He’ll be the starting running back this 
year. He’s a powerhouse,” Baughman 
said.

The Mountain Lions’ offensive line, 
led by Tollefson and O’Dell, is the 
bedrock of this team.

Junior guard Bryson Olney and se-
nior tackle Landon Williams looked 
improved in the big man competitions.

“We will ride on our offensive and 
defensive lines this year. That’s like the 
soul of our team right now,” Johnson 
said.

Both lines also are fairly deep.
O’Dell and Tollefson, who also will 

see heavy snaps at defensive tackle, 
pointed to each other’s growth since 
last season.

“He’s been dominating his reps and 
getting call outs at NAU and ASU 
camps. He’s going to dominate this 
season and we’re going to be one of the 
best offensive lines in the state,” O’Dell 
said.

Top pass rusher Brody Hinks, a 
senior defensive end, is back, along 

with senior Parker Juhas. Tollefson is 
impressed with junior defensive tackle 
Ethan Palbykin.

Shaffer is the unquestioned defen-
sive leader. Fernandez said junior mid-
dle linebacker Nick Motz is now ready 
for the role.

While Shadow Ridge and Valley 
Vista are still on the schedule, Open 
Division champion Liberty and 6A 
champ Centennial replaced those 
schools in the Desert Valley.

That level of competition will bring 
out the best in the Mountain Lions, 
Shaffer said.

“Those schools have been primar-
ily at the top of the Open and 6A in 
there. Throw O’Connor and Boulder 
Creek in there and it’s great competi-
tion we’re able to go against. We want 
to show we’re in the same category as 
those teams,” Johnson said.

Mountain Ridge wants to return to 
the 6A playoffs for the first time since 
2022 and win at least one game, like 
the 2021 team did.

“We’re going to be the class that 
turns it,” O’Dell said. “We’re not that 
same lay down team, We’re going to hit 
them in the mouth and keep punching 
until the end. That’s the kind of team 
we have now.”

Mountain Lions
• From page 10 2025 SCHEDULE 

Home games in caps 
Aug. 29 CACTUS
Sept. 5 at Pinnacle
Sept. 12 MOUNTAIN POINTE 
Sept. 18 DESERT VISTA 
Sept. 26 at Valley Vista
Oct. 3 LIBERTY 
Oct. 17 BOULDER CREEK
Oct. 24 at Centennial
Oct. 31 at Shadow Ridge
Nov. 7 at O’Connor

SPORTS

Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am - 2:00 pm 

www.TheLinksGrill.com
18823 N Country Club Pkwy • Peoria

Winner for both
Best Family Restaurant 

and Caterer

Looking for a NEW Breakfast 
spot, in the Arrowhead area?

We have a Full Breakfast Menu including Skillets, 
Eggs Benedict, Praline French Toast,
Breakfast Burritos and much more.

Beautiful setting overlooking the Vistas Golf Course in Westbrook Village. 

BUY ONE BREAKFAST
GET ONE FREE!

Mon-Fri Only 8am- 11am
July 15th-August 15th

Established since 2010Established since 2010

2024
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The resort will oversee the lot 
through a partnership with Nash-
ville-based Parking Management Co. 
The vendor would be responsible for 
operations and management, as well 
as removing illegally parked cars.

Glendale would receive more than 
$18.2 million over the course of the 
25-year agreement.

The city estimates $4.4 million in 
operations and maintenance savings, 
and $725,000 in estimated sales tax 
revenue — for a total of $2.36 million 
in fi nancial benefi ts over the 25-year 
agreement.

“To date, no economic develop-
ment or parking revenue has been 
generated from the black lot,” Glen-
dale Budget and Finance Director 
Levi Gibson said.

Tolmachoff  said having an agree-
ment with a fi xed reimbursement 
rather than the revenue sharing pro-
posal originally required in the city’s 
request for proposal limits Glendale’s 
revenue possibilities.

The Black Lot is the closest spot 
to the resort.

“We’ve been banking on the fact 
that VAI Resort is going to be in-
credibly successful, and that cars are 
going to park in this parking lot and 
generate revenue. But let’s just say 
the lot’s half full three times a week. 

If the lot’s half full three days a week, 
that would generate — at a $30 a day 
space — $9.5 million a year,” Tolma-
choff  said.

She said the city-required business 
insurance was not required for VAI. 
Business automobile insurance is not 
required, nor are several other insur-
ance coverage.

Four groups submitted proposals.
Phoenix resident Morningstar 

Bloom, representing Worker Power 
Institute  the sponsors of Proposi-
tions 401 and Proposition 402,  spoke 
at the voting meeting June 24. Her 
group made a public records request 
to see all four proposals.

“What a records request revealed 
is that the VAI Resort’s bid on re-
quest for proposals is not necessar-
ily the most lucrative for the city,” 
Bloom said. “Why is VAI getting an 
exemption on having to cover the 
maintenance cost when the RFP 
states that the contract shall be re-
sponsible for all maintenance and re-
pairs for the parking lot and parking 
management equipment. Looking at 
the other bids, Premium Parking Ser-
vices LLC proposes a tiered 60-90% 
revenue split with the city. In their 
projected fi nancials they estimate 
a possible $897,608 revenue to the 
city.”

Premium Parking manages park-
ing at the nearby Westgate Entertain-
ment District and Tanger Outlets.

Glendale already paid VAI consid-

erably more per space for the resort’s 
upcoming multi-level garage, Tolma-
choff  said.

The city waived permit fees for the 
resort and clearly wants it to succeed, 
but she said this agreement is a bridge 
too far.

“This is akin to somebody owning 
a home and hiring a property manag-
er, and the property manager saying, 
‘I’m going to give you $100 a month 
and I’m going to keep the rest of the 
money,” Tolmachoff  said. “I want 
VAI to be as successful as anybody 
else. But I don’t believe it’s the tax-
payer’s responsibility to provide a 
revenue stream for them.”

The agreement takes eff ect Feb. 1, 
2026, and lasts 25 years, with two op-
tional 10-year renewals at the city’s 
discretion. Glendale has the right to 
terminate the notice if it gives VAI a 
24-month notice.

Resident Rory Goree asked during 
the voting meeting if Glendale lead-
ership had not learned anything with 
the lawsuits and referendums. Resi-
dents just voted on Propositions 401 
and 402 regarding VAI Resort agree-
ment, and Goree said this is another 
sweetheart deal for the resort.

“For all those reasons and more I’ll 
put it succinctly, I think this would 
be akin to our agreement for Camel-
back Ranch as being a ripoff  of our 
own taxpayers if we enter into this,” 
Turner said. “I think there is a heck of 
a lot more money to be made on that 

parking out there than what dribble 
comes down to our taxpayers.”

Baldenegro said the VAI proposal 
is low risk.

Malnar pointed out there is no rev-
enue guarantee with the other three 
other proposals.

“I don’t see it the way everybody 
else does. I do see a huge potential. I 
wish I was so positive as other council 
members knowing that VAI Resort is 
going to turn us into billionaires over-
night. I hope it’s true. But I don’t 
know anybody that can predict the 
future,” Weiers said.

Putting past VAI Resort contro-
versies aside, Conchas said this is a 
bad deal.

He said at these terms the initial 
lease should be fi ve years.

Phelps has done a great job of 
maintaining a relationship with VAI, 
Conchas said. But the city manager 
has announced plans to step down in 
2026, likely before the resort opens.

“If the resort isn’t going to open 
until the end of next year and we’re 
right now in the middle of a city man-
ager process, why can’t we pump the 
brakes on this, table it, and let our 
new city manager negotiate the terms 
of this agreement,” Conchas said.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@
iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing a wide 

variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet 
our Civility Guidelines. Richard Smith can be 

reached at rsmith@iniusa.org. His handle on X is 
@RSmithYWV

COMMUNITY NEWS
VAI
• From page 2



For over 15 years we’ve built our practice with  
our patients’ health and comfort in mind!

13629 W. Camino del Sol 
Sun City West, Arizona

(623) 584-7874
veincarearizona.com

Accepting NEW Patients!
Call NOW for a FREE Screening

BETTER LEGS TODAY!

Lang’s Legal is a dedicated and experienced law firm 
focused on helping Veterans navigate the VA disability claims 

process. Founding attorney Matthew Lang is accredited with the 
VA and committed to securing the benefits Veterans deserve.

VETERAN ADVOCACY FROM ONE WHO SERVED

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:

•New and Original Claims
•Increase Claims
•Supplemental Claims

•Higher-Level Reviews
•Proposed Reductions
•Clear and Unmistakable 

Errors (CUE)

•Board of Veterans 
Appeals Notice of 
Disagreements

Let Lang’s Legal fight 
for the benefits you’ve earned

Contact Us Today 
for a FREE

Case Evaluation

13991 W Grand Ave, Suite 100, Surprise, AZ 85374

(480) 219-2101 | veteranlang.com

•
•••S
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MATTHEW LANG
Accredited VA Attorney

100% capacity while other schools are 
below 50% usage.

According to a demographic and 
enrollment analysis from Applied Eco-
nomics, an economic consulting fi rm in 
Phoenix, which issued its fi ndings in a 
64-page report in October 2024, total 
K-8 enrollment throughout the district 
has decreased by 2.6% over the last 
three years, yet high school enrollment 
has grown by 3.8%.

As for why enrollment is down, 
there are a number of factors.

Competition comes in the form of 
32 charter schools operating either in 
the district or within one mile of the 
district’s boundaries, plus fi ve private 
schools in the district and another two 
within one mile of the boundaries. All 
told, charters and private schools serve 
nearly 15,000 combined students, per 
the Applied Economics report.

The numbers also show that the dis-
trict’s enrollment has not returned fully 
from the COVID years.

The initial return of students in 
2021-22 has not continued, according 
to the report. Total enrollment remains 
well below pre-pandemic levels, down 
almost 2,300 students (6.8%) com-
pared to the 2019-20 total enrollment.

And the area within district bound-
aries, quite simply, is aging. Both the 
0-5 and 5-13 age groups have expe-
rienced yearly population declines of 
0.4% and 0.2%, respectively. In the 
past four years, the strongest growth 
(1.7%) has been in the 75+ age group.

Yet by 2034-35, with massive popu-
lation growth on the horizon, total dis-
trict student enrollment is projected to 
rise to more than 33,000 students.

POPULATION GROWTH
Those enrollment trends fi gure to 

change through explosive residential 
development under way throughout 

the Deer Valley Unifi ed School District 
footprint, specifi cally up north.

Consider Verdin, a new community 
coming online in North Phoenix within 
the DVUSD boundaries. Some 1,250 
units on almost 500 acres are expect-
ed with the fi rst closings on homes in 
early 2026, stated Brad Schoenberg, 
Phoenix Division president at Taylor 
Morrison.

Verdin will be served by Desert 
Mountain School (K-8) and Boulder 
Creek High School in Anthem. Even 
more impactful will be the upcoming 
Biscuit Flats/North Park community.

Adjacent to the $40 billion Taiwan 
Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. 
fabrication campus in North Phoenix, 
the area will bring as many as 20,000 
potential new units to the parcels south 
of Carefree Highway, west of Interstate 
17, and north of State Route 303.

That area, too, will be served by 
Deer Valley Unifi ed School District.

“Signifi cant growth over time is ex-
pected in the Stetson Hills, Sonoran 

DVUSD SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE 
BOUNDARY 
COMMITTEE
May 2025: Committee formation, 
data analysis, first committee 
meetings
August-December 2025: Draft 
scenarios, present scenarios at 
public hearings, create finalized 
proposals
January-March 2026: Board vote, 
family notification, transition 
planning
August 2026: Implementation of 
new boundaries begins with the 
school year

District
• From page 5

FROM THE COVER

• See Growth on page 23
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brokered by 

NO ONLINE FOOTPRINT  

Studies show buyers pay more when 
they feel like VIPs with early access. 

No yard sign, no listing on 
Zillow, Realtor.com, or the MLS.

Gauge buyer interest first 
before deciding to sell.

No online photos mean less
risk of targeting by thieves.

You can change your mind at 
  any time with no downside. 

There is no online record of price 
changes or days on market.

  TEST THE MARKET

sell your home privately

THE BENEFITS OF SELLING YOUR HOME INVISIBLY

ENHANCED SECURITY

FLEXIBLE EXIT 

  TOTAL PRIVACY

  AURA OF EXCLUSIVITY



16  August 2025  |  Glendale Independent  |  YourValley.net

st interests at heart. We 
a Project Manager, not a 
for a low-pressure quote.

               (602) 562-7799
W W W . G R E E N M U S C L E S O L A R . C O M

Low pricing & Premium Equipment

W W W . G R E E N M U S C L E S O L A R . C O M

$0 Down Loan 
Low pricing & Premium Equipment
In-house Installers, no sub-contractors

Solar Install Professionals
Meet with a Project Manageroje

Green Muscle was founded on the simple belief to 
treat our customers right and always have their best 

a Project Manager, not a high pressure sales rep. 
Reach out to us for a no pressure quote.

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Surprise • August 20, 2025 • The Colonnade 
Sun City • September 24, 2025 • Sundial Recreation Center 

Sun City West •  October 22, 2025 • SCW Foundation
Apache Junction • January 7, 2026 • Central Arizona College 

Chandler • February 24, 2026 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 26, 2026 • Westbrook Village

NEIGHBORS
LIBRARY

• See Teague on page 17

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

While a future direction for Velma 
Teague Library is coming to focus, 
recent discussions in Glendale council 
and library advisory board meetings 
made one thing clear.

No one is willing to make that deci-
sion, in public, right now.

The City Council discussed the advi-
sory board’s recommendations for mock 
ups on two options June 24. Council 
members reached a consensus to add a 
third — and most popular — option to 
mock up and scheduled a September 
council workshop focused only on the 
future of the downtown library.

“It sounds to me like they don’t have 
enough information and want more, 
and we don’t have enough informa-
tion and want more. I’m thinking that 
maybe we need to postpone this and 
move it to a different meeting,” Council 
Member Diana Guzman said.

The major council debate was about 
whether to include a rendering of Vel-
ma Teague if it was moved to the cur-
rently vacant city-owned Promenade 
on Palmaire building two streets north 
of Murphy Park.

Based on public sentiment as well 
as their own, Vice Mayor Lauren Tol-
machoff and council members Lupe 
Conchas and Bart Turner wanted to 
remove this option to squelch the pos-
sibility of moving the library out of the 
park. Mayor Jerry Weiers, Guzman and 
council member Ray Malnar said they 
wanted to explore this low cost option.

“I don’t think we should give up on 
Option 4. We still have to figure out 
how to pay for it and if we find out we 

don’t have the money, that may be one 
of the only options we have. I don’t 
want to quit that idea even though it 
doesn’t seem like the popular one right 
now,” Weiers said.

Council member Leandro Baldene-
gro originally supported moving the 
library to the Palmaire building, be-
fore reversing course in January. That 
lead to Turner’s council item of special 
interest, which the library board dis-
cussed in March and returned to the 
council Tuesday.

Baldenegro reiterated that he does 
not support moving the library out of 
the park, but did throw the Palmaire 
location a lifeline during the workshop.

“I’ll give my vote to consensus on 
any of the options you six want to deal 

Patrons keep busy at the Velma Teague Library 
in downtown Glendale. Further discussions of 
the library’s location within downtown will take 
place in the fall. (Independent Newsmedia/Steve 
Stockmar)

Council will focus on Velma 
Teague’s future in fall
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with as long as No. 3 is in there I’m tell-
ing you right now, that’s the only thing 
I’m going to vote for,” Baldenegro said.

He is referring to option No. 3, de-
molishing the current library building 
and constructing a new Velma Teague 
Library elsewhere in Murphy Park — 
probably on the northeast corner.

The library board did not recom-
mend a mock up of this option, but as 
of now it is favored by the majority of 
the council.

“I’m not going to change my mind 
about moving it to the Promenade. 
I don’t want it there. I want it in the 
park,” Baldenegro said. “One of the 
things that I’ve been hearing, and 
they’re very quick to tell me though 
their numbers may be a little off, is that 
you can spend $150 million on the City 

Hall but you won’t spend any money 
on the library ... I understand the sen-
timent.”

Tolmachoff also said public opinion 
is firmly in favor of keeping the library 
somewhere in Murphy Park.

Turner said he still favored putting 
together an ad hoc committee since the 
library board did not make a clear de-
cision. The rest of the council did not 
want to form another committee.

Relocating the library to one end 
of the park would open back up the 
park for a greener more inviting space. 
Turner said investing in a new building 
along would provide another down-
town point of pride along with the new 
City Hall opening in 2026.

The current library was built in 1971 
and has not been adequately main-
tained in recent years. It would require 
at least $5 million in improvements to 
continue functioning if the council de-
cided to not make any changes to it.

“For any of you that don’t recall the 
Glen Lakes Golf Course fiasco, this is 
that all over again. Except we’re the 
ones now at the table, instead of the 
councils previous to us. We have an 
asset that’s important to the commu-
nity. We haven’t been maintaining it 
or keeping it relevant. This is the chal-
lenge we’re faced with,” Turner said.

Moving to the already construct-
ed and wired Promenade on Palmaire 
(Option 4) would cost approximately 
$7.8 million.

A complete renovation of the ex-
isting building (Option 1) would cost 
$17.653 million. A brand new Velma 
Teague Library at another spot in Mur-
phy Park (Option 3) would be slightly 
more expensive at $17.896 million.

Turner called that option a chance 
to do at least something visionary while 
still respecting the past.

“I think Velma Teague herself 
would want us to build the best possible 

library for downtown Glendale and for 
the people who live here now. I think 
that’s what we ought to be committing 
ourselves to,” Turner said.

Malnar said he has changed his mind 
on the library’s future several times. He 
wants to incorporate a broader com-
munity response before the next work-
shop.

Tolmachoff asked if the city is con-
sidering a temporary facility or mobile 
library to fill the void while the old 
building is out of commission.

“From what I’m looking at, redo-
ing the library where it is will probably 
not be where we’re at, so I’m guessing 
we’re doing either option 3 or 4 so we’ll 
need some sort of an interim solution 
rather than waste $2.5 million on a 
building that’s going to be torn down,” 
Tolmachoff said.

Glendale will examine taking the 
mobile library to schools or commu-
nity sites.

Teague
• From page 16
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More Laughs. More Living. Less Worry.
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Hiring today can feel like a revolving door—especially with many job 
seekers prioritizing short-term perks over long-term commitment. If you’re 

looking for employees who value consistency, reliability, and community, 
our readers are exactly who you want to reach.

Advertising in our trusted publications puts your employment 
opportunities in front of motivated individuals who are looking to build 

lasting careers—not just chase the next offer.
Promote your employment opportunities where they’ll 
make an impact—right here in your local newspaper.

Email:  Azads@iniusa.org 

REACH RELIABLE
TALENT

HIRING SUCCESS!

INDEPENDENT
GLENDALE

Arizona Jazz Festival 
returns to Glendale in 

November
By Steve Stockmar

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Tickets are on sale for the resched-
uled Arizona Jazz Fest with a rare 
chance to see the legendary Al Green 
live in Arizona.

The annual event, going strong 
for more than a decade, had been 
slated for March. Organizers posted 

to social media that “circumstances 
beyond our control” necessitated the 
new dates, which will now be Fri-
day through Sunday, Nov. 7-9, at 
the West Valley Event Complex, less 
than a couple miles from Westgate, in 
Glendale.

Green has been nominated for 
21 Grammys and has won 11. He’s 
also a member of the Rock and Roll, 
Gospel Music Association, and the 
Songwriters halls of fame. He’ll be 
among the festival’s Sunday head-
liners, along with Babyface, who has 
produced 26 No. 1 R&B hits and has 
won 13 Grammys himself.

Green’s spot will mark a rare live 
appearance in Arizona.

The “Let’s Stay Together” sing-
er, according to setlist.fm and con-
certarchives.org, has performed in 
the Grand Canyon State only four 
times in the past 36 years: 2008 and 
2005 at Desert Diamond Casino in 
Tucson; 2004 at the Dodge Theatre 

THINGS TO DO
ENTERTAINMENT

IF YOU GO
What: Arizona Jazz Fest
When: Friday-Sunday, Nov. 7-9
Where: West Valley Event Complex, 
10020 N. Ball Park Blvd., Glendale
More Information: azjazzfest.com

Left, Al Green performs at the Fox Theatre on May 
3, 2019, in Atlanta. The 11-time Grammy winner will 
perform at Arizona Jazz Fest in Glendale on Sunday, 
Nov. 9. (Photo by Robb Cohen/Invision/AP)

Al Green to make rare Arizona appearance at jazz festival

• See Jazz on page 19



in Phoenix (with local favorite Hans 
Olson as opening act); and in 1989 at 
Celebrity Theatre in Phoenix during 
the same January week he and Annie 
Lennox’ single “Put A Little Love In 
Your Heart” reached the Billboard 
Top 10.

This past February Green issued 
a new album, “Layin’ All My Trou-
bles Down,” featuring live recordings 
from 1974.

Arizona Jazz Fest 2025 Lineup
Friday, Nov. 7 – Main Stage
Charlie Wilson, Anthony Ham-

ilton featuring The Ton3s, Dru Hill, 
Eric Benét

Friday, Nov. 7 – Jazz Stage
Mike Phillips, Jeff  Bradshaw, Mar-

ion Meadows, JJ Sansaverino
Saturday, Nov. 8 – Main Stage
An All-Star Tribute To Frankie 

Beverly featuring JUBU formerly of 
MAZE & special guests: 112, A er 
7, Calvin Richardson, Dave Hollister, 

LeVelle, Raheem DeVaughn, Steph-
anie Mills, Kem

Saturday, Nov. 8 – Jazz Stage
Eric Darius, CeCe Peniston, Mar-

cus Anderson
Sunday, Nov. 9 – Main Stage
Al Green, Babyface, Robin 

Thicke, Stokley
Sunday, Nov. 9 – Jazz Stage
Ruben Studdard, J. Brown, J. 

White, Paul Taylor, Rebecca Jade
Tickets: azjazzfest.com.

AL GREEN 
ARIZONA CONCERT 
APPEARANCES
2025: Glendale, Nov. 9
2008: Tucson
2005: Tucson
2004: Phoenix
1989: Phoenix
Sources: setlist.fm and concertar-
chives.org

Jazz
• From page 18

THINGS TO DO

AUG. 1-2 AUG. 14

Stand Up Comedy
David C. Smalley stops in Westgate for 
four shows of his stand up comedy in 

two night. Through comedic relief and 
southern charm, David brings up typically 

controversial topics such as race, cul-
ture, and family life in a humorous and 

thought-provoking way. His podcast and 
online videos have been a success – he 

says what people are thinking and does it 
with edgy humor.

Amassing 1.7 million followers on TikTok, 
David has proven his ability to connect 

with large audiences. His energetic and 
entertaining videos often include accom-

paniment by his daughter.
Johnathan Gregory and Zac Allen will open 

for Smalley.

Stir Crazy Comedy Club
 6751 N. Sunset Blvd. Suite E-206

7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Contemporary Funk
The Stanley Serrano Trio returns to West-

side. Stanley’s musical journey began at a 
remarkably young age, fi nding his passion 

in Los Angeles. Before his 8th birthday, 
he and his younger brother already made 
a mark on the local Christian Latino com-

munity with two recorded albums.
Serrano became a self-taught multi-in-

strumentalist. This skill set earned him a 
reputation as a sought-after sideman.

After a fulfi lling 16-year tenure as a side-
man, Stanley found himself drawn back 
to his roots, rekindling his passion for 

singing. Since 2013, he has navigated the 
Phoenix scene, captivating audiences of 
all backgrounds and ages with his covers 

and charismatic performances.

Westside Blues, Jazz & More
17045 N. 59th Ave.

6-9 p.m. Doors open at 5
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Former fi ghter pilot weighs in 
on jet noise complaints

I have heard some people complain 
about the noise of the F-35. Let me 
provide a brief history and my point of 
view.

Luke Air Force Base is fi ghter coun-
try, and the roar of the jets is “The 
Sound of Freedom!”

Luke AFB became a fi ghter training 
base in 1940 and is named for Frank 
Luke Jr., an Arizona native, a fi ghter 
pilot and the fi rst aviator to be awarded 
the Medal of Honor.

One suggestion to convert Luke 
AFB to a cargo base is despicable. 
Luke AFB is home to our fi ghter 
pilots and those coming from our allies 
around the world. It is also a driver of 
our economy.

I visited Luke AFB in July 1965 to 
get a briefi ng on a new fi ghter, the F-4, 
as I was heading to Southeast Asia. I 
eventually fl ew 35 combat missions in 
the F-4. 

I was assigned to Luke AFB in 
1983 as hospital commander and at-
tached to the 550 TFS for fl ying time 
in the F-15.

The people who are complaining 
about the F-35 should do two things: 
Read your home purchase agreement 
and see that it tells you that Luke AFB 
is your neighbor. Second, consider 
selling your home and moving to a 
quiet location. Antarctica is quiet

Leonard Kirschner 
LITCHFIELD PARK

Editor’s note: Leonard Kirschner MD, 
MPH is a retired U.S. Air Force colonel, 
former AHCCCS director and past presi-
dent of AARP Arizona. He lives in Litch-
fi eld Park.

From drugs to degrees: How 
losing custody of my child 
helped me fi nd myself

For much of my life, it felt like one 
hardship a er another — childhood 
trauma, the loss of my brother, abuse, 
life in a group home and divorced 
parents. My biological father wasn’t 
involved, and my mother was diag-
nosed with cancer a er we moved 

to Arizona. I grew up feeling angry, 
unheard and labeled as “disruptive.”

At 18, I began using 
drugs to escape my 
pain. The pattern of 
addiction continued 
on and off  into my 30s. 
When I became preg-
nant, I tried to reduce 
my use, but it wasn’t 
enough. I developed 

serious health issues during pregnan-
cy, and due to my past substance 
use, my newborn son was placed in 
foster care. Soon a er, I was reunited 

OPINION

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

LETTERS TO THE NEWSROOMTake the Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take 
the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on ci-
vility. Please include your name and 
phone number, so we can contact 
you for clarifi cation or confi rmation. 
We welcome your photo. All opin-
ions must be no more than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person 
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar 
month. Two submissions in the same 
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibili-
ty of the person who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
    We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.
 

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter. • See Letters on page 21

Melissa
Zimmerman

Leonard Kirschner suited up and displayed the American fl ag at his home in Litchfi eld Park on Memo-
rial Day 2025. (Submitted)



through completing required tests and 
services, but my ongoing struggles and 
unhealthy relationships led to further 
complications. Just before his third 
birthday, my son was removed again.

Determined to break the cycle, I 
entered inpatient treatment and com-
mitted fully to my recovery. I com-
pleted every service, sought additional 
support, and worked hard to rebuild 
my life. There were setbacks, but I 
refused to give up. A er three years of 
eff ort, I reunifi ed with my son in 2015 
— a moment that changed everything.

Losing my child was one of the 
hardest things I’ve ever faced, but the 
Arizona Department of Child Safety 
never gave up on me. I was fortunate 
to work with the same case manager 
and supervisor throughout my journey 
— someone who believed in me and 
truly wanted to see my family suc-
ceed. Even when tough decisions had 
to be made and things looked bleak, 
my case manager stayed by my side. 
When I was fi nally reunited with my 
son, he was healthy, joyful and thriv-
ing. Throughout all the hardships and 
frustrations, I knew at that moment I 
would never let him go again.

Since then, I’ve become the fi rst in 
my family to graduate from both high 
school and college. My circumstances 
lit a fi re under me that no one could 

put out. I’ve earned two master’s de-
grees — in criminal justice and social 
work — and became a licensed master 
social worker. My experiences, good 
and bad, lead me to want to make a 
change to the system that I was a part 
of for so long.

Today, I work at Terros Health, 
the same agency where I began my 
recovery. I now sit on statewide and 
national advisory boards, using my 
voice to advocate for parents and 
help improve how systems, including 
AZDCS, interact with families. I focus 
on building understanding, eliminating 
bias, and promoting a family-centered 
approach.

My story isn’t unique. Every day, 
parents are doing the hard work to 
get their children back. What they 
need most is support, belief and the 
opportunity to prove they can change. 
I am living proof that reunifi cation is 
possible — and that families can go on 
to thrive with the right resources and 
encouragement. Throughout June — 
National Reunifi cation Month — I re-
fl ect on the people who accompanied 
me on my journey, during the perils 
and the triumphs that I experienced. 

This journey hasn’t been easy, 
but it’s shaped me. And now, I get to 
be an ally for others who need one, 
standing in the gap for them, just like 
someone did for me.

Melissa Zimmerman 
TERROS HEALTH

Editor’s note: Melissa Zimmerman, 
MSW, MCJ, LMSW is a clinician at Ter-
ros Health, which has locations in Glen-
dale, Mesa, Phoenix, Tempe and Tucson.

Funding cuts, rising temps are 
hurting Arizonans right now

For the past 25 years, it has been 
my privilege to lead a team that pro-

vides a variety of home 
improvement programs 
for Arizonans of all ages. 
I’ve seen fi rsthand how 
a properly weatherized 
home or a paid utility 
bill can mean the diff er-
ence between life and 

death during our brutal summers. 
 In a state where summer tempera-

tures regularly soar into the triple dig-
its, rising utility bills and non-working 
or failing cooling systems can be fatal. 
But this year the problem isn’t just the 
price of keeping cool — it’s the erasure 

of the programs that help our most 
under-resourced neighbors survive the 
heat. 

On April 1, 2025, nearly the entire 
staff  administering the Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program 
was laid off . LIHEAP and the orga-
nizations it supports assist 6.2 million 
low-income households each year, in-
cluding seniors, families with children 
and people with disabilities. It helps 
fund the work we do at AllThrive 365: 
weatherizing homes, providing utility 
assistance, delivering meals and more.

One of the most vital programs 
supported by LIHEAP is the Weath-
erization Assistance Program. Since 
its inception in 1977, WAP has been 
a cornerstone of energy equity and 
housing stability, backed by decades 
of strong bipartisan support. With 
that support from both sides of the 
aisle, WAP has transformed the lives 

Civility
Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues.

 Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the 
person. Refrain from demonizing others for their opinions. 
Assume those you disagree with are, like you, genuinely 
interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, 
name-calling, harassment and threats directed at another 
person — or that person’s race, gender, religion, ethnicity, 
etc. — have no place in civil discussions. Find ways to 
respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. 
Value honesty. Make only accurate statements when 
making your point and avoid exaggeration and stereotypes. 

When appropriate, cite your sources of information that 
others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as 
opinions (not stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent 
the views of others or falsely claim your opinions represent 
someone else. If quoting the words of others, identify and 
credit the source.

 Listen and learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen 
to those we disagree with (as well as those we support) and 
be genuine in our attempts to understand their point of 
view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully seeking out views 
that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with 
others, look for even small areas of agreement — which can 
be the gateway to working together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether 
it involves your own information or those with whom you 
disagree. Revealing private information about someone 
else is rude, unethical, potentially harmful and, in many 
cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online 
as well as in public and in your interaction with others. 
Encourage others to practice these civil behaviors. And it’s 
OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be courteous, 
respectful and helpful in your approach.

Office 623-975-1871 ROC #240852

www.dzpaint.comwww.dzpaint.com
daniel@dzpaint.com

Free Free
EstimatesEstimates

• Interior/Exterior• Interior/Exterior
• • Cabinet Repaints/StainsCabinet Repaints/Stains
• • Drywall RepairsDrywall Repairs
• • Cool Deck Refinishing

dddddd i l d i

20+ yrs experience20+ yrs experience
 Family Owned and Operated Family Owned and Operated
Licensed, Bonded & InsuredLicensed, Bonded & Insured
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Katie Martin

• See Martin on page 24
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www.footandanklearizona.com623-544-9090623-544-9090

New Laser
Treatment

Board Certified Physician can treat
your  fungus, discoloration, and painful 

toenails with no oral medication!

m
We Accept

MEDICARE

SUN CITY WEST: 13949 W Meeker Blvd, Suite B, Sun City West, AZ 85375
SUN CITY: 10615 W Thunderbird Blvd, C-150, Sun City, AZ 85351
GLENDALE: 18301 N 79th Ave, Bldg F #168, Glendale, AZ 85308

Hard to Treat Toenails?

Call or come see us at the following locations:

ber of unsheltered people will continue 
to drop.

“Through our new partnership with 
the Veterans Community Project, a 
new Veterans Village comprised of 50 
cottages is being developed as transi-
tional housing for veterans in need to 
further tackle the homeless challenge. 
Our ultimate goal will always be zero 
homelessness in our city,” Mayor Jerry 
Weiers stated in a news release.

Living unsheltered could include 
sleeping in parks, cars, and other plac-
es not meant for habitation. Count re-
sults are a “snapshot” and will be used 
to help the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development support 
homeless assistance programs and allo-
cate resources.

Glendale’s homeless count peaked 
at 406 in 2022, the fi rst year the sur-
vey could monitor the eff ect of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on housing. The 
count then nose dived to 170 in 2023 
before creeping up to 211 in 2024.

“Glendale recognizes that the one-
year reduction in the Point-in-Time 
Count is an encouraging sign that we 
are making a diff erence among peo-
ple experiencing homelessness. This 
progress is promising and refl ects the 
tremendous eff orts put forth by our 
service providers, as well as local and 
regional eff orts to meet the needs of our 
most vulnerable population,” said Elise 
Smith, human services coordinator in 
Glendale’s Community Services De-
partment.

MAG does not collect city-level 
data for the sheltered count, people 
with at least a temporary place to live.

The group maintains an aggregate 
count by region. In the West Valley, 
242 people experienced sheltered 
homelessness, either residing in an 
emergency shelter or some form of 
temporary housing.

“We are committed to the regional 
eff orts coordinated by MAG, including 
Pathways Home, which aligns resourc-
es across the Valley to increase safe 
housing options and support partner-
ships to address homelessness. Our lo-
cal eff orts include street outreach, case 
management, housing assistance and 
the creation of new aff ordable hous-
ing,” Smith stated.

The southern part area of Glendale 
also has several aff ordable housing 
multi-family developments like Cen-
terline on Glendale, a $120 million 
community fi nanced in part by Arizo-
na state tax credits for nine buildings 
and 368 units.

Centerline opened early this year, 
joining other aff ordable communi-
ties like Bethany Glen and Bethany 
Crossing. Both of those developments 
opened earlier this decade.

“My top priority — and that of our 
City Council — is to improve the lives of 
the people we serve every single day,” 
Weiers stated. “We remain commit-

MAG
• From page 1

• See Homelessness on page 23

MORE ABOUT THE 
COUNT
The annual Point in Time homeless-
ness count is required by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and happens in each 
metropolitan region in the United 
States during the last 10 days in 
January. Maricopa Association 
of Governments coordinates the 
Maricopa Regional count, which 
provides a one-day snapshot of 
homelessness in Maricopa County. 
The count uses volunteer teams, 
including city, county, and state 
representatives; community and 
faith-based organizations; busi-
nesses; and private residents.
Source: MAG
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ted to fi nding eff ective, compassionate 
solutions to reduce homelessness in our 
community. Our community services 
team continues to develop innovative 
strategies that make a real diff erence in 
the lives of our residents.”

MAG offi  cials said between 2024 
and 2025, federal funding expired for 
more than 1,000 shelter beds across 
the region, which was instrumental 
in reducing unsheltered homelessness 
during that time.

It is the lowest number of unshel-
tered homeless people in Glendale un-
der this counting method since 2017.

“I was pleased to see Glendale’s 
homeless point-in-time count has 
gone down this year,” Weiers stated. 
“These improved numbers are the di-
rect result of the dedicated, coordinat-
ed work of our Community Services 
Department, the Glendale Police De-
partment, and the Glendale Works 

program.”
While the downtown area may 

be where unsheltered homelessness 
is the most visible, Smith said indi-
viduals can experience homelessness 

anywhere in the city, 
whether it is sheltered 
or unsheltered.

Places where un-
housed individuals take 
refuge can change de-
pending on available 
resources, their needs 

and even the weather. To best respond 
to these needs, Glendale’s street out-
reach teams connect with people ex-
periencing homelessness wherever 
they may be.

“Successful outreach requires 
building rapport with clients over time 
to establish enough trust to begin the 
journey to end their homelessness. By 
remaining responsive to these shi s, 
we are literally meeting people where 
they are at, in order to provide the 
most eff ective level of care possible,” 
Smith said.

Homelessness
• From page 22

Foothills, Union Park, and Desert 
Mountain attendance areas – driven 
by new developments as a result of the 
opening of the Taiwan Semiconduc-
tor plant,” the Applied Economics 
report noted.

Among the boundary committee’s 
initial observations is that those four 
campuses listed in the report “are 
expected to be over capacity.” Com-
bined with other district schools pro-
jected to be under capacity, bound-
ary change proposals are expected.

Applied Economics data shows 
that in the past year nearly 2,500 new 
housing units were added to district 
boundary inventory at a pace project-
ed to remain at or above that level un-
til 2034-35, by which time the district 

area’s population will have increased 
by more than 334,000 people.

New residential development in 
the Biscuit Flats/North Park com-
munity is expected to begin in 2027 
or 2028.

Other developments within the 
DVUSD boundaries include Alora-
vita (expected to build out in 2026); 
Norterra/Union Park (last subdi-
vision should be fi nished this year, 
though substantial multifamily po-
tential is expected to be added); 
Adobe Dam (construction on 300 
new lots expected to begin in early 
2026 and completed by 2028); Cop-
perleaf North (1,000-plus estimated 
total lots should begin construction in 
2028); and Smartopia (work on 850 
estimated lots expected to start about 
2027).

Comments welcome at AzOpinions@iniusa.org. 
Reach Steve Stockmar at sstockmar@iniusa.org. 

Growth
• From page 13
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Jerry Weiers
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Arizona AG 

declines 

to defend 

legality of 

abortion 

restrictions

Entertainment

Danny Elfman to perform 

his classics with the 

Phoenix Symphony; 20

Your Valley

Signatures, opposition grow 

to BNSF hub encompassing 

multiple communities; 2 INDEPE
NDENT

PHOENIX

By Howard Fischer

CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

PHOENIX — Attorney General 

Kris Mayes will not defend the legality 

of abortion restrictions on the books in 

Arizona being challenged in the wake 

of enactment of Proposition 139.

Mayes told Capitol Media Ser-

vices that her sta   has reviewed three 

laws that the Center for Reproductive 

Rights and others contend run afoul of 

the initiative approved by voters in No-

vember that enshrine a “fundamental 

right to obtain an abortion” in the Ari-

zona Constitution in cases prior to fetal 

viability, generally considered between 

22 and 24 weeks of pregnancy.

The challenged provisions include a 

24-hour waiting period and a prohibi-

tion on prescribing abortion-inducing 

• AG  19

Hometown 
Pride

Phoenix-based one-n-ten

off ers LGBTQ+ youth 

programs across Arizona

By Mary Goldmeer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Pride Month, recognized every 

June, serves as both a cele-

bration and a call to action for 

LGBTQ+ communities across the 

globe.
The month honors the 1969 Stone-

wall Uprising in Manhattan, a pivotal 

moment in the gay liberation move-

ment in the United States, accord-

ing to the U.S. Library of Congress. 

What began as a single march on the 

anniversary of Stonewall has evolved 

into a global phenomenon: a time for 

parades, concerts, educational events, 

K Krznarich develops programs to help LGBTQ+ 

youth make community  connections across Arizo-

na. (Submitted photos\ K Krznarich)

• Pride  12
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Our  Our 
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package is back!package is back!

Call Today For Your Free Consultation

No legal advice given – Not a law fi rm
Located At 99th Ave & Bell Road      561-2323(623)

ARIZONA OWNED & OPERATED

TRUSTED GUIDANCE
FOR YOUR NEXT CHAPTER
LIVING TRUSTS & WILLS • POWER OF ATTORNEY FORMS

HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES • DEEDS & BENEFICIARY DEEDS
Retirement Income Planning • Insurance & Annuities

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

of more than 7 million households 
nationwide — and over 26,000 in 
Arizona alone.

For many low-income families, 
seniors and individuals with disabilities, 
weatherization is the diff erence between 
hardship and health, between surviving 
the summer and thriving at home. It’s 
not just about lowering utility bills — it’s 
about preserving health, restoring dignity 
and in many cases, saving lives.

The uncertainty surrounding the fu-
ture of these federal programs is already 
sending ripple eff ects across the coun-
try. In Maricopa County, where last 
year’s extreme summer heat claimed 
602 lives — a slight but meaningful 
decrease from 645 in 2023 — we were 
just beginning to see signs of progress.

Programs like the Weatherization 
Assistance Program were playing a 

critical role in that shi , helping vulner-
able residents stay safer in their homes. 
But now, with no clear path to restored 
funding or operational capacity, that 
progress is at risk. So far this summer, 
local emergency departments have 
already reported over 1,000 heat-relat-
ed illness visits — and we haven’t even 
reached the hottest part of the season. 
The stakes couldn’t be higher.

As a direct consequence of these 
possible funding cuts, AllThrive 365 
was forced to halt intake of new clients 
for our Weatherization Assistance Pro-
gram as of April 22. Our waitlist num-
ber has grown signifi cantly since this 
hold was issued, and we are currently 
facing a backlog of over 500 individuals 
and families with an urgent need for 
safer, healthier and homes with a lower 
fi nancial energy burden. 

For decades, this program has 
allowed Arizonans to age in place 
with dignity, reduced hospitalizations 

from chronic conditions like asthma 
and COPD, and drastically lowered 
monthly utility bills. Without it, tens 
of thousands are now at risk — not 
just of discomfort, but of serious health 
consequences.

This is more than a housing issue — 
it’s a public health emergency. Heat-re-
lated deaths have reached alarming 
levels among the most under-resourced 
members of our community. And with 
no secured LIHEAP funding for the 
coming year, we fear those numbers 
will rise. Roughly 20,000 AllThrive 
365 participants rely on federally fund-
ed programs. Now, they’re le  in limbo, 
unsure where to turn for help. Mean-
while, the cost of cooling continues to 
rise. The National Energy Assistance 
Directors Association estimates that the 
average family could pay $784 to cool 
their home this summer. For many Ari-
zonans already struggling to make ends 
meet, that’s simply out of reach.

The combination of record-breaking 
heat and shrinking federal dollars is a 
dangerous one. AllThrive 365 is urging 
Congress, state and local leaders to act 
and prioritize funding for LIHEAP and 
the Department of Energy’s weather-
ization programs. We can’t aff ord to 
put more lives at risk due to a lack of 
funding.

I’ve dedicated my career to helping 
people live with dignity and safety. 
But now, I’m watching as decades of 
progress unravel. We need Congress, 
state and local leaders to act — urgent-
ly. Restore LIHEAP. Fund weather-
ization. We can’t let another summer 
become a death sentence.

Katie Martin
ALLTHRIVE 365

Editor’s note: Katie Martin is home 
improvements program administrator for 
AllThrive 365, Phoenix-based nonprofit 
that supports adults as they age.

Martin
• From page 21
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  will not
knowingly accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. If you have
questions or doubts

about any ad on these
pages, we advise that
before responding or

sending money ahead of
time, you check with the
Better Business Bureau

at 877-291-6222 for
previous complaints.

Announcement

FFeeeelliinngg  AAlloonnee??
Appreciate a Dose of

Caring & Understanding?
""KKiinnddnneessss  CCaalllliinngg""
Offers Free Upbeat
Joyful Peace Filled

PHONE Chats to
Invigorate Our 

Daily Lives
Occasionally or weekly

Leave Voicemail 
(623) 329-8363

WWEELLCCOOMMEE!!

Cemetery Lots

 FOR SALE
CEMETERY PLOT

 Sunland Memorial Park
Sun City, AZ.

In the Military Section of
the Cemetery 

Garden of Valor
Valued at $21,000 
With  Associated 

Services
ASKING  $9,900 

(714) 318-7409

AC/Heating

GILLEY’S
AC

ROC#276614 | ROC#276616

Residential &
Commercial

Providing Air Conditioning Sales, Service & Installation 
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

602-418-3790

MINI WILL COOL ANY
ROOM WITHIN 2 MINUTES

HEATING & COOLING
Residental • Commercial

Maintenance  • Service  • Repair & Installation
Ask  About  Ductless  Minisplit  UnitsAsk  About  Ductless  Minisplit  Units

Present This Ad for
10% OFF  a New Install!

WE NOW
OFFER DUCT
CLEANING &
SANITATION!

• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured
• ROC# 328964

623-999-8226 www.LevelUpHVAC.com

AIR CONDITIONING & DUCT CLEANING

Call Today To Schedule Your Service Check!

TEMPERATURES IN THETEMPERATURES IN THE
 VALLEY ARE CRAZY! VALLEY ARE CRAZY!

Get Your Service On!Get Your Service On!

Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:

*Cool Deck
*Simulated
Flag-Stone

*Garage Floor
Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old
Coatings 

Serving
the Valley 
Since 1987 

With No 
Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  

602-486-9598
ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Floor Coverings

DECKS 
DONE RIGHT

        DECKS 
DONE RIGHT

Concrete Restoration
 Flagstone
 Kool Decking
 Crack Repair
 Dust Free Grinding
 Epoxy Floors 

PORA Member 
Senior Discounts

623-210-7542
www.decksdoneright.net
Commercial & Residential 

ROC# 213790 

Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated
623-925-2424

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • License #300097

$200 Off 

A NEW 
DOOR

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Landscaping

JK Landscaping
Specializing in

Commercial-Residential
LLaannddssccaappee

MMaaiinntteennaannccee
FFrreeee    EEssttiimmaatteess  

In Business 40 years
Licensed and Insured

623--561--7871AC/Heating

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $30
for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum 

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $30

for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

View Valleywide Classified ads at iniusa.org/classifieds

Call us for details
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

Get a quick response to
any item you may be selling

with a classified ad.
Email us at: azads@iniusa.org
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Miscellaneous

• Paper
• All shredded paper  

is recycled
• Hard Drives  

in/out of Laptop/Computer
• iPads, Tablets,  

Cell Phones, Etc.

ABCO Shredding Services

623-748-8480 
www.abcoshredding.com

2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

...more than just paper shredding
• Witness the shredding 

8am-2:30pm M-F or drop 
off 8am-4pm

• A Certificate of 
Destruction is included 
on the receipt.

• Pickup Service Available

Painting

TOP QUALITY
Int & Ext Painting
Company Operating for 30 Years

FREE ESTIMATES!
623-221-7911

Email: dino@dinospainting.com

Licensed / Bonded
Insured / #234028

We BeatWe Beat
Any LicensedAny Licensed

Contractor’s Price!Contractor’s Price!

PAINTING

PAINTING
COMPLETE INTERIOR 

OR EXTERIOR
$1.50/sf

27 Years’ Experience • Family Business 
Free Written Estimates • Pay Upon Completion

Includes  
Dunn Edwards  

Paints

623-418-9194

1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT

Plumbing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Replacement of
* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
* Garbage Disposals

Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Remodeling

• BATH • KITCHEN • PAINT • CABINETRY
• DRYWALL REPAIRS  • WALLPAPER & POPCORN REMOVAL

• FLOORING • WINDOWS • DOORS • CROWN-MOLDING
• TRIM WORK • BASEBOARDS & MORE!
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★

★
★

★3535
YEARSYEARS

CUSTOM INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR PAINTING & FULL 

HOME REMODELING

11126 W. Wisconsin Ave, #5 - Youngtown
Licensed/Bonded/Insured Limited Liability Corp • ROC #155822 KB02

Listed HOA/PORA

WE SPECIALIZE IN
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Additions • Total Home Remodels

Tel: 623-546-8681 • Web:  TruBuildersAZ.com
Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Full service design builder

Family owned and operated • Over 30 years of experience

On Time
On Budget
For Your Peace of Mind
Your Contractor of Integrity!AZ License ROC275722

Kitchens • Bathrooms  
Additions • Remodels

On Time, On Budget,  
For Your Peace of Mind.  

Free Initial Consultation

623-546-8681 
TruBuildersAZ.com

Licensed/Bonded/Insured • Listed with PORA/SCHOA

Your Contractor of Integrity

Roofing

JLC ROOFING 
                           INC.
FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

FREE ESTIMATES
 ALL TILE ROOFS 
 ALL SHINGLE ROOFS
 ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings
30+ Years Experience in AZ

ROC#122805
Call Today

623-878-9832

LICENSED BONDED

623-878-9832

FREE
ESTIMATES

Call Today ROC#122805

30+ Years Experience in AZ

p  ALL TILE ROOFS  
p  ALL SHINGLE ROOFS 
p  ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings

Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs • Turbine Repairs • House Painting

John York - Owner/Operator FREE  
ESTIMATES

Licensed • Bonded • Insured 
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

ROOFING

Free 
Estimate

• Shingles 
• Tile Roofs
• Coatings 
• Repairs
• Solar Removals

30 Years Quality  
Experience

Insurance Work

602-810-3355

PORA/HOA • Bonded • Insured • ROC #194699

We Make YOUR Priorities OUR’S
• Residential-Commercial 
• Roof Replacement & Repair 
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,
 Flat & TPO Roofi ng

We Make YOUR Priorities OUR’S

MONSOON
SPECIAL

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591
Roc #324307

Tree Removal

• Trimming
• Removals
• Stump Grinding

BENNETTBENNETT
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Professional Arborist Tree Care

Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

623-204-1225623-204-1225

Senior
Discounts

Painting Remodeling

Roofing

Roofing

FOR READING 
OUR PAPER!

Please visit us at the Daily Independent 
at YourValley.net for 24/7 nonpartisan news.

Advertise in our Business
and Service directory and
connect with  thousands
of potential customers!

Call 623-972-6101 for details today.
iniusa.org/classifieds

Tree Removal
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(602) 529-1633

CELEBRATING A PERFECT TEN!

CHEERS TO TEN YEARS With AZ Perfect Comfort!

Deal of the Decade!

Celebrate 10 years of service with our BIGGEST OFFER EVER*

• FREE 10 Year Labor warranty - Value $1,250
• FREE 10 Year Maintenance Agreement - Value $2400
• 0% Financing Available And $2,500 instant savings

• Enjoy $6,150 in savings and discounts PLUS a decade ofcomfort & reliability. 
• Contact us today to learn more!
*AVAILABLE UNTIL 5/30/25 OR WHEN 20 SYSTEMS ARE SOLD

20650 N 29th Pl STE 104,
Phoenix, AZ 85050

azperfectcomfort.com

EMEMSS ARAREE SOSOLDLDSTTEE

2065500 NNNNNNNNNNNN 29299999992999999thth PPll STE 101 4

• Veteran and Family 
   Owned & Operated

  Technicians
• Lifetime Repair Guarantee

ROC #300933
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© 2024 City of Hope

HOPE IS
the brightest minds in medicine, 

focused on your cancer diagnosis. 

City of Hope® is one of the largest and most advanced cancer research and treatment 

organizations in the United States. With an independent, National Cancer Institute-

designated comprehensive cancer center that is ranked top 5 in the nation for cancer care 

by U.S. News & World Report at our core, we turn hope into reality by providing world-class 

treatments for all stages and types of cancer. 

The experts at the Gastrointestinal (GI) Cancer Center at City of Hope Phoenix treat all 

gastrointestinal-related cancers, including colorectal, liver, pancreatic and stomach 

cancers, as well as neuroendocrine tumors. Our GI Cancer Center team is dedicated 

to treating patients with new and innovative cancer treatment options for diagnostic 

and surgical needs, using evidence-informed supportive care services to address 

gastrointestinal cancer symptoms and treatment side eff ects — all under one roof. 

Learn more at 

cityofhope.org/phoenix

by scanning the QR code 

or call 855.622.HOPE
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