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- Chadwick Burton of Chandler
: tries out one of the warm-out
> courts at the newly opened

pickle ball complex at Tumble- -

> weed, one of the city’s 70 parks.

- A newly contracted Salt River :

-~ Project assessment will exam- =
ine Chandler's park irrigation . *
systems for leaks and other -
inefficiencies.  (Independent

! Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

.......

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

o ventually, states and nations will
% E probably need to find more water
on the supply side — completely
new ways to get fresh water to desert
places like Arizona.
In the meantime, cities like Chan-
dler and other end-users of large quan-
tities of water must keep their focus on

WATER LOGGED

Chandler partners with utility for assessments
of park water use

conservation, including water used on
grass, landscaping and other needs at
city parks.

The Chandler City Council has ap-
proved an agreement with Salt River
Project that will hopefully assess all 70 of
Chandler’s parks for water use efficiency.
Chandler maintains nearly 1,200 acres

® See Water on page 11

Gymnastics coach on ALS: ‘| live with it’

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

When Rob Survick was finally diagnosed with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS, he was still
able to move around, make videos on his own and
was a staunch supporter of more federal funding
for ALS research and treatment.

He still believes in all those causes, and still
wants government to do right by patients who
have the rare motor neuron disease. But the pro-
gressive nature of his illness mean these days, he
needs a lot of physical help as part of his daily
routine.

“This is what’s keeping me alive,”

nmnvm@ﬂ_q
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vick says, gesturing across the Aspire gym-
nastics training center in west Chandler.
“My focus now is just to try and have a good
day, contribute and fight for what I can.”
Survick grew up in the Valley and attended Ar-
izona State University in the late ‘90s and early
2000s, competing with Sun Devil Gymnastics,
the club that evolved after ASU dropped men’s
gymnastics as an NCAA sport in the early ‘90s.
Fully self-sustaining now, Sun Devil Gym-
nastics won three national team collegiate ti-
tles, the most recent one this year. In fact, the

® See Coach on page 20
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Gymnastics coach Rob Sur-
vick advises a young gym-
nast during an afternoon
workout. Aspire owner Scott
Barclay said Survick is one
of the main people who kept =
the gym and its athletes ==
connected to high levels ==
of competition as the gym ‘.
reaches its 30th birthday
with a daylong Saturday,
Sept. 13 celebration. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia/Jason
W. Brooks)
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F REEWAY CHEVROLET

TRIPLE YOUR REBATE

at FREEWAY CHEVROLET!

ON SELECT NEW VEHICLES®

EXCLUDES EVS. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED.

/ oL
ey let's drive

E:j ‘ Together

SCAN FOR

1150 N. 54th St., Chandler SPECIAL OFFERS
[114311/1}7 480-735-0399 « FreewayChevy.com

"CHEVROLEY “Dealer discount will be equal to triple the Factory National Consumer Cash Rebate on applicable models, excludes EV modsls. Cannot be combined
with other offers or incentives. Some restrictions may apply.
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Thank\You For,Nominating,\Your,
East\Valley Favorite Businesses!

Get Ready Partner...

EAST VALLEY
FAVORITES

bustmvour vonse W A Sterilization
Purified air throughout

your entire home

» Safely & effectively eliminates airborne allergens,
bacteria, viruses, mold, fungi and more

* Reduces odors by treating at the AC/furnace with
UV sterilization all day

* Allergy/Asthma relief

Call for more info!

il ’
BEFO 3

AFTER

Is your dryer taking too long to dry your laundry ?

You may have a clogged dryer vent.
Clogged dryer vents can cause fires as well as
cost you extra money on your energy hill.

We can clean your vents to help keep your Az
home safer and your energy bills lower. |

| Clean your dryer vent if you have... |
Ml ° Accumulation of lint/debris

« A dryer that is hot to the touch

« To use more than one drying cycle

Do t watt: Coll l‘m/%/

CLEANING
W 480-912-0881

Service 7 days a week
Family Owned Business - Licensed & Insured. *Se habla Espafiol

UR™
NOMINATION

Voting Round Starts:

Sept. 20th - Oct. 20th

Winners Announced
December 1st

Pre-orders Rvailable
for Your 2026 Arizona
Scenic Wall Calendars!

To order your calendar just fill out the coupon or call us
at 623-972-6101 to place your order.

$5 ea. or Two for $8 or I'lve for $15'

PLEASE ADD POSTAGE PRICES to your payment for mailed calendars
One Calendar...$3 - Two...$5 - Three...$7 - Four...$12 . Five...$15

| Independent Newsmedia’s 2026 AZ Scenic Calendar Order Form |

I Name l

Email or Ph.#

*Address

Number of Calendars

*Only if we are mailing your calendars

O Please mail my calendars O I'll pickmineup O Yes, | have indluded my payment (including postage)

| Return coupon and payment to: Independent Newsmedia - 17220 N. Boswell Blvd., Ste. 230, Sun City, AZ 85373

b 'watch Battery Custom Jewelry Creation

Replacement !

*8

Jewelry Repairs

Limited 2
Some Restrictions Apply
Expires 11/30/25

| |
| '
: One coupon per customer : GOId Buy = Appraisals

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Watch Batteries & Servicing * :

Billie's Custom Jewelers
2945 E Riggs Rd #11 Chandler, AZ 85249
www.BilliesCustomlJewelers.com

(480) 388-6967
Tri Huynh Jeweler | Owner
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COMMUNITY NEWS

IN BRIEF

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

MESA — Adults can miss signs of
a teen struggling, Brendan Salisbury
said.

“When you have somebody
who’s consistently not as interested
in activities, not talking as much,
maybe not eating as much, this is the
time when you need to ask yourself
‘How can I have a direct and honest
conversation with my child?,’” Salis-
bury said.

The panelist was answering a
question Aug. 29 about what adults
often miss during “Stronger Togeth-
er: Safe Minds, Safe Communities.”
The half-day teen mental health
awareness and violence prevention
summit was hosted by Marico-
pa County Supervisor and former
Chandler City Council member
Mark Stewart and organized by
some of the people and organizations
trying to shed light on these public
safety topics.

Chandler Vice Mayor Christine Ellis, left, and City
Council members Jennifer Hawkins and 0.D. Har-
ris view the technology in the Institute for Digital
Inclusion Acceleration GFlber Mobile Hive van on
Aug. 11. The van and a “Hive” at San Marcos EI-
ementary School are part of an initiative to bring
greater digital literacy to underserved communi-
ties. (Courtesy of Evolve)

GFiber announces new
city-corporate ‘digital literacy’
partnership with Chandler

Two people spoke enthusiastically
about a city-corporate partnership to
the Chandler City Council at its Aug.
11 regular meeting.

Will Novak of GFiber, or Goo-
gle Fiber,and Dr. Erin Carr-Jordan
of the Institute for Digital Inclusion
Acceleration spoke briefly to council
about the IDIA’s “hive” located at San
Marcos Elementary School, located
near downtown Chandler, as well as

Strong Chandler presence at teen
mental health summit

Riana Alexander speaks as part of a youth panel as Tristan Kuehner, left, Lucy Wegener, center, Bren-
dan Salisbury and panel leader Bridget Vega listen Aug. 29 at the Stronger Together” teen mental
health awareness and violence prevention summit in Mesa. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W.
Brooks)

Brought to the forefront by the fall
2023 murder of Preston Lord, whose
father and stepmother attended the
event, more forums, vigils, commu-
nity meetings on teen safety topics
have taken place in the East Valley.

A handful of individual speakers
made “Ted Talk” like presentations,
followed by three lively panel dis-
cussions, which took audience ques-
tions.

Salisbury and the rest of a stu-
dent-led panel drew some of the
most vocal reactions from those

IDIA’s Mobile Hive. Resembling a
high-tech bookmobile or science lab,
the technology hub is a van “designed
to deliver digital access and literacy
across the state.”

IDIA has reached 22,069 with the
Mobile Hive and pop-up Hives in un-
derserved areas, the release states, and
as of Aug. 11, IDIA’s Chandler Hive
has served more than 3,122 people.

Chandler PD, Secret Service
find no credit card skimming

In a proactive effort to keep resi-
dents and businesses safe from credit

Mike Hollingsworth, Chandler’s facilities and
fleet manager, talks to the City Council on
Aug. 11 about a $350,000 contract to keep
pigeons off of about nine downtown city build-
ings. (Courtesy of city of Chandler)

® See Community on page 9

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

When the city department man-
ager stepped to the podium Aug.

11 to talk about a project priced at
$350,000, the Chandler mayor and
one council member smiled.

Mayor Kevin Hartke asked if
“The Pigeon Guy” was actually in
the room to talk about a contract to
keep bird feces off of some downtown
city buildings.

“I think you (Council member
Angel Encinas) called this in, just to

who were in the ASU Tech Stu-
dent Union room. Riana Alexander,
Tristan Kuehner and Lucy Wegener
all gave responses to questions drawn
on their own recent experiences as
teens from moderator and activist
Bridget Vega.

Wegener said she doesn’t believe
parents and other adults who either
shut down or change the subject
when teen needs come up are being
malicious.

® Sece Stronger Together on page 9

Contract $350K to keep pigeons off city buildings

see what a guy with than moniker
looks like,” Hartke joked.

It’s easy to see why it might
be tough to be serious about bird
droppings. It’s also easy to see why
Encinas and one other council mem-
ber were more serious about the price
tag.

Mike Hollingsworth, the city of
Chandler’s facilities and fleet manag-
er, said he could have worn an Arizo-
na Cardinals suit, but then got to the

® Seec Pigeons on page 12
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VICTORY PAINTING

PAINTING & HANDYMAN SERVICES

RELIABLE QUALITY-SINCE 1993!
VICNEWMAN
Vic@VictoryPaintingAZ.com
Licensed  Bonded ¢ Insured ¢ AZ ROC#: 358760
VictoryPaintingAZ.com

480-931-6669

Screen Repair Free Puzzies!

. Words *« Numbers ¢ Strate
Service gy

YourValley.net/puzzie

McKay's True Value® is the place for screen repair and ] : )))
replacement! You’ll get expert service at a fair price on = .23
repair or replacement of window, patio and door screens. § “YDany

Refresh your old screens—and your home —with 1 IN[)EPENDENT

help f | 1T Value. 7
e from yourfocal Trie vale at YourValley.net

A partner in financial planning.

We work with you to create a roadmap for success with personalized solutions that align with your
unique circumstances and aspirations. Our comprehensive wealth management services are
designed to educate and empower you every step of the way.

I ,leANCIAL DesertFinancial.com/

Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. (RJFS). Desert Financial Credit Union and Desert Financial Wealth Management are
not registered broker/dealers, and are independent of RJFS. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA / SIPC, are not insured by
the NCUA or any other government agency, are not deposits or obligations of or guaranteed by the credit union, and are subject to risks and may lose value.
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BUSINESS

IN BRIEF
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The city of Chandler has announced Simpson
Strong-Tie, a supplier of structural building
products, is expanding its Chandler opera-
tions for the third time, recently signing a
67,000-square-foot lease at 2850 S. Cooper
Road in Chandler Airport Business Park. (Cour-
tesy of city of Chandler)

Chandler structural building

supplier expands again

The city of Chandler has an-
nounced Simpson Strong-Tie, a
supplier of structural building prod-
ucts, is expanding its Chandler op-
erations for the third time, recently
signing a 67,000-square-foot lease
at 2850 S. Cooper Road in Chan-
dler Airport Business Park.

The soon-to-be 67,000 square-
foot facility will include a training
center, small manufacturing depart-
ment, and warehousing, according
to a news release.

Simpson plans to occupy the
new Chandler “3.0” location later
this fall and be fully operational by
the start of 2026. The company
currently employs 12 people at its
Chandler site, expects to hire for a
few new positions soon, and sees
potential to double its headcount in
the coming years.

Event celebrated National
Black Business Month

Entrepreneurs, small business
owners, and community leaders
came together in early August at
the Chandler Center for the Arts for
a celebration kicking off National

® See Business on page 24

Chandler Intel announces

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

On the heels of several high-pro-
file developments over the past few
months, Chandler’s largest employ-
er is going to lose even more jobs.

Intel filed a notice of reduction
with Arizona Workforce Connec-
tions on Aug. 25, saying as many
as 97 workers in Chandler will lose
their jobs.

The move isn’t a complete sur-
prise. Even after Intel filed a notice
on July 7, announcing as many as
172 of its west Chandler employees
could be let go soon, then revised
that total to 696 a few days later,
CEO Lip-Bu Tan said July 24 that
the semiconductor maker has com-
pleted “a significant amount of our
workforce reductions” in the second
quarter.

Tan said Intel is implementing a
plan to reduce its headcount by about
15%, and plans to end the year with

employees through workforce re-
ductions and attrition.

On Aug. 7, the Associated Press
reported President Trump posted
online that he wanted Tan to resign,

97 more layoffs

a global workforce of abu 75,000 |

fewer than five months after the tech
giant hired him. The demand was
triggered by reports raising national
security concerns about Tan’s past
investments in Chinese tech compa-

® Sce Layoffs on page 12

Semiconductor support firm to expand facility

M

[

S

o

e e
Applied Materials, Inc., which has facilities
like the one shown above in Austin, Texas, says
it plans major investment and expansion that
it says could add as many as 200 jobs over the
next five years at a Chandler facility that will
help make semiconductor-industry equipment.
(Courtesy of Applied Materials)

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Applied Materials, Inc. has an-
nounced its expansion plans include
its Chandler facility — though it isn’t
clear yet, exactly to what extent.

The semiconductor industry sup-
port manufacturer announced Aug.
6 that it’s “working with Apple and
Texas Instruments to bolster the
semiconductor manufacturing sup-
ply chain in the U.S.”

Applied is supporting Apple’s
partnership with TI, announcing
that in addition to creating chipmak-
ing equipment at its Austin, Texas
facilities, it plans to invest more than

$200 million “in Arizona to establish
a state-of-the-art facility for man-
ufacturing critical components for
semiconductor equipment.”

In a news release, Applied states
its Austin major production facilities
in Austin are accompanied by simi-
lar ones in Massachusetts, Montana,
and “a new site under development
in Arizona.”

The company said it plans to in-
vest more than $200 million to create
anew advanced manufacturing facil-
ity in Chandler to produce semicon-
ductor equipment components and
parts. The facility could support the

® See Expansion on page 24



YourValley.net | Chandler Independent | September 2025 7

YOUR/GATE NEED)AN/UPDATE?
ENOVATE(I) ——==c
YOUR GATE m[l' s ]

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED

* PRIVACY WALLS o TRELLIS
o NEW CUSTOM GATES  SECURE KEYPAD ENTRY

TEXT/CALLC o LI %51 8570 /4 b= RENOVATEYOURGATE.COM - £

| B
5
.
o T s



September 2025 | Chandler Independent | YourValley.net

BUSINESS MOVES
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OPENINGS

@ Milkshake Factory’s first Arizona
location held an Aug. 2 grand opening
and is now open at 4955 S. Alma School
Rd., Suite 4955-13, in a Hornacek’s
Golf shopping center. The dessert cafe’s
signature items are handspun milkshakes
and small-batch, premium chocolates.
The brand currently has a second store
under construction at SanTan Village

in Gilbert, with more Valley. There’s an
assortment of milkshake flavors, includ-
ing chocolate-dipped strawberry and
Campfire S'mores, alongside handcraft-
ed sundaes, molten chocolate cups, and
chocolate treats. The Chandler Ocotillo
store will be open daily from noon to 10
p-m. Visit milkshakefactory.com to learn
more.

@) The jeweler chain Gorjana has
opened its first storefront in Chandler on
the first floor of the Fashion Center. The
111th opening in gorjana’s nationwide
expansion is happening on the heels of its
100th store being open recently in Scott-
sdale. The Chandler store will feature
gorjana’s signature jewelry collections
that try to blend timeless elegance with
modern trends. The location within the

Chandler Fashion Center on the first
floor, between Scheels and the Round1
arcade, across from Lululemon and the
Apple store. The hours are Mondays
through Saturdays, 10 am to 9 p.m.,
Sundays, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Visit gorjana.
com to learn more.

@ Floor & Decor held a ribbon-cut-
ting in late August for its new showroom
facility at 1901 E. Northrop Blvd, in the
Chandler Airpark area, across from An-
dretti Karting. The chain of shops offers
tile, stone, wood, laminate and vinyl
flooring, along with decoratives, fixtures
and installation materials. The hours

are 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mondays through
Fridays, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturdays and
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundays. Call 480-
444-3959 or visit flooranddecor.com to
learn more.

AWARD

o Quiches & Pies, having only
opened last November, has already
captured a regional award. The Chan-
dler bakery is listed among nine recently
named “Best Places for Pie in the West”
in a recent edition of AAA’s travel
magazine, Via. The pie shop, opened by
Cuisine & Wine Bistro owners Mairéad

MILKSHAKE FACTORY

QUICHES & PIES

and Fabrice Buschtetz in north Chan-
dler, was praised for taste and for using
locally sourced ingredients like goat
cheese and roasted tomatoes, poached
pears and almond cream. Quiche & Pies
is located on the southeast corner of
Alma School and Ray roads. Learn more
at quichesandpies.com.

COMING SOON

© Chandler Innovation Park’s
groundbreaking included Mayor Kevin
Hartke and was held Aug. 27 on the 21-
acre site at the northeast corner of Arizo-
na Avenue and Ryan Road, in the Chan-
dler Airpark area. It;s a three-building
industrial park that will offer about
327,776 square feet of premier industrial
space. It’s designed to accommodate a
wide range of industrial users; the park’s
three Class A buildings will range from
39,000 to 190,000 square feet, with
flexible layouts for tenants from 20,000
square feet to full-building users. The
buildings will feature 28-foot to 32-foot
clear heights, multiple grade-level and
dock-high doors and fully fenced and se-
cured truck courts to meet the demands
of manufacturing, logistics, and light
industrial tenants.

@ Padeland is planning to be the new

INNOVATION PARK

PADELAND

tenant of the space formerly occupied

by LOOK Cinema theater and bar in
downtown Chandler. Opening is still
planned for “late 2025.” Padeland is a
chain of indoor destination fusing padel
— a sport that grew out of Mexico in the
1960s — along with pickleball, wellness
and hospitality. The 35,000-plus-square-
foot facility has four padel courts, five
pickleball courts, a full-scale craft brew-
ery and taproom, restaurant, coffee shop,
co-working space and other hospitality
features planned. Other locations are
planned in the Valley besides the down-
town one at 1 W. Chandler Blvd. Learn
more at padelandaz.com.

CLOSED

@ Abuelo’s is down to only one Arizona
location in Peoria after its west Chan-

dler restaurant closed with no notice in
mid-July. The Mexican-based cuisine sit-
down restaurant, located on the north side
of Chandler Boulevard, across from the
Fashion Center, for about 20 years, served
a wide range of entrees, mixed drinks and
appetizers. The move wasn't a surprise

for the Abuelo’s chain, which has closed
several locations over the past 12 months in
a few states, including near its headquarters
in Texas. The removal of the Chandler
location leaves only 17 on its abuelos.com.
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Stronger Together
¢ From page 4

“I don’t think those reactions
come from a place of wanting to in-
flict harm,” Wegener said. “I think it
comes from a place of fear.”

Wegener also praised the Chandler
Unified School District — the largest
public school district in the Southeast
Valley — for making some strides on
teen well-being, such as opening the
Hope Institute suicide prevention cri-
sis center on the Perry High School
campus in Gilbert.

Another panel included Natasha
Davis, director of counseling and so-
cial services for the Chandler Unified
School District and longtime school
resource officer Steve Dieu, as well
as a local psychologist and other pro-
fessionals whose work includes teen
well-being.

Davis was among those who point-
ed out that not only must schools, law
enforcement and other organizations
collaborate and share information,
they must promote availability of
the tools they have. She mentioned
CUSD’s use of the STOPit reporting

Therapist Myra Hurtado speaks as part of a panel that also included Chandler Unified Schools dirc-

tor of counseling, Natasha Davis, left, and podcaster and motivational speaker Shane Watson, right,
Aug. 29 at the Stronger Together” teen mental health awareness and violence prevention summit in

Mesa. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

app as an example.

The free event also included a
panel, hosted by Stewart himself,
that included state Sen. Carine Wer-
ner and Rep. Matt Gress — sponsors
of various public safety measures in
the Arizona Legislature — alongside
Maricopa County Attorney Rachel
Mitchell.

Mitchell said one of her challenges,
especially with complex cases such as
Lord’s murder, is that much police
and district attorney work must be
done in near-complete privacy and
secrecy, ranging from interviews to

grand-jury proceedings. This can
give the public the false impression
that little, if anything, is being done
on a case.

“The keys are to do everything in
the correct order, and then go public
and talk about what has and hasn’t
happened in order to get accurate in-
formation out there,” Mitchell said.

The county attorney used the oc-
casion to talk about a particular bill
that didn’t pass this year that would
allow parents or group home manag-
ers to confiscate guns if a dangerous
situation presents. She’ll try again to

get the bill passed in 2026, she said.

“Juvenile violent crimes are on the
upswing,” Mitchell said. “We get
parents calling police saying ‘My kid
has a gun, I don’t want them to have
it, things are going to happen.” And
a loophole in a (state) law says a kid
can have a gun in their own residence
or group home without approval of
a parent or group home manager.
That’s ridiculous.”

Other presenters included advo-
cate Katey McPherson, who men-
tioned she advocates for the “away
for the day” device policy. She
showed cell phone images in what she
said was a smaller student being beat-
en by several larger students in a lo-
cal school bathroom, illustrating that
teens with phones on campus, even in
passing periods or during lunch, sets
up a formula for chaos.

Arizona Gang Task Force detec-
tive Julio Chavez said law enforce-
ment agencies are moving away from
the gang-detail approach. He also
said one challenge is the number of
single mothers who are raising chil-
dren and attempting to keep them
safe on their own.

Community
¢ From page 4

card skimming operations, Chandler
Police detectives recently partnered
with the U.S. Secret Service’s
Phoenix Field Office to conduct a

citywide sweep of more than 100
businesses.

The operation found no skimming
devices in Chandler in checks for
illegal skimming devices installed at
point-of-sale terminals and ATMs

Here are some tips to help res-
idents protect themselves from

becoming victims:

+ Inspect machines before use;
Check ATMs, gas pumps, and pay-
ment terminals for anything loose,
crooked, damaged, or unusual.

+ Use chip-enabled cards. Those
are less vulnerable to skimming than
traditional magnetic-strip cards.

+ If a debit transaction is the only
option, carefully enter the PIN using
a hand to block hidden cameras.

+ Choose safe locations. Use
ATMs in well-lit, indoor areas.

+ Monitor bank accounts. Be on
the lookout for suspicious or fraudu-
lent activity.

{HIGHLINE)

_Car Care

/ lan Laufenberg
3 reviews

Fastest car repair service I've dealt with, whole
process was smooth and the work is high quality.

B WE STAND BEHIND THE EXPERTISE OF OUR

14 days ago

on the repair as w

$54.95

Castrol
Full Synthetic
Oil Change*

(up to 5 gts oil & filter, European,
exotic, & diesel are additional.)
MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHECK IN.

TRUSTED TECHS

FREE Second

Opinion

Maximum discount $250

Bring us a written estimate from any
certified service center to receive 5% OR
MORE off their best price!
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide
an open forum for our readers. We
hope to stimulate debate, not to
dominate or control it. We reserve
the right to edit our opinions, and
we insist on civility. Please include
your name and phone number, so
we can contact you for clarification
or confirmation. We welcome your
photo. All opinions must be no more
than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion
writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two
opinions for publication during a
calendar month. T'wo submissions
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission
is the responsibility of the person
who submitted it.

Speak Up

WEe support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

District not in jeopardy of
losing EVIT programs

I am writing in response to your
(Independent Newsmedia’s) Aug. 11
article “Queen Creek Unified sounds
alarm about potential cuts to career
programs.”

Here is some important clarifying
information:

In March 2024, the Arizona
Auditor General issued a report
on East Valley Institute of Tech-
nology (EVIT) that was critical of
their performance on
administering both the
quality of curriculum
and the financial over-
sight of funds provided
by the state for CTE
programs, including
satellite programs at
local campuses. EVIT
agreed with those findings and
sought to upgrade their inter-gov-
ernmental agreements with member
districts.

The revised IGAs were due to be
completed by June 30 of this year,
but has now have been extended
twice, with another deadline quickly
approaching on Aug. 15.

There are 11 member districts
that make up the EVIT CTED.
There is also an ad-hoc “consor-
tium” of nine districts (two are not
participating) that seem to be trying
to undermine the role of EVIT as
the jurisdictional authority over the
CTED.

This role is defined in statute
ARS-15-343 and administered by
the Arizona Board of Education and
the local CTED district. Chandler
Unified chief financial officer Lana
Berry, who is married to Queen
Creek Superintendent Perry Berry,
also a consortium member district, is
playing a significant role in organiz-
ing and driving this consortium.

Kurt Rohrs

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Four of the 11 EVIT member
districts (Mesa Unified (7,215 stu-
dents), Chandler Unified (5,863),
Gilbert Unified (4,591), and Tempe
Union (4,394) comprise over 65% of
EVIT CTED enrollment.

Four more member districts
(Scottsdale Unified, Higley Unified,
Queen Creek Unified, American
Leadership Academy) have between
1,000-2,000 students each that are
participating, bringing the total to
85% of enrollment.

Both Mesa Unified (the largest
member) and Scottsdale (fifth-larg-
est) have already broken from the
consortium and approved their own
individual IGAs.

I am an ardent supporter of career
and technical education programs
in our district schools. T am also
respectful of Arizona statute that
defines the jurisdiction of EVIT
in administering the CTED and
its members as well as the findings
of the Auditor General addressing
deficiencies in oversight that need to
be corrected.

The QCUSD CTE programs are
not in any financial jeopardy. Over-
funded CTE programs was one of
the Auditor General’s findings that
needed correction.

Statute ARS 15.393 (L) describes
the requirements of IGAs with sat-
ellite districts and further states that
“(9) That the payment for services
shall not exceed the cost of the ser-
vices provided.”

In fact, the Queen Creek CTE
account is overfunded by nearly $3
million (typical expenses are about
$500-600K per year) — far in excess
of the Auditor General’s guidance.
QCUSD has routinely been funded
more than their expenses since at
least 2020, resulting in annual in-
creases in their CTE fund balances.

There appears to be an insinuation
that EVIT is threatening satellite
CTE programs at member districts
and that they are in jeopardy of
being shut down. That is highly
unlikely to occur and is disingenuous
and misleading to suggest otherwise.
EVIT has consistently supported sat-
ellite programs at local schools and
will certainly continue their funding
and support.

All this rhetoric appears to be an
attempt to develop false narratives
to discredit EVIT and avoid EVIT’s
state mandated oversight responsi-
bilities. Satellite CTE programs must
have proper oversight over their qual-
ity and financing to ensure compli-
ance with Arizona statute 15-393.

The Arizona Auditor General
report clearly identified deficiencies
with this compliance that each mem-
ber district is responsible for as well.

Kurt Rohrs
Chandler Unified School Board
member

Editor’s note: Rohrs’ personal
opinions do not represent the views of
the Chandler Unified school board as a
whole.
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Water

¢ From page 1

of developed parkland across its 70
parks.

Simone Kjolsrud, the city’s water
resources manager, said SRP will pay
to assess a maximum of 15 parks per
year, with the city and SRP splitting
the cost, 50-50, of any upgrades or
repairs the assessments might reveal.

“We can’t have any leaks in our ir-
rigation system,” she said. “Our water
conservation staff has been working
hard on this program for more than
a year. This is one of the ways we’re
working to be the most sustainable
and water-efficient city in Arizona.”

The 15 assessments per year mean
when the program ends in the year
2030, hopefully, Chandler will take
advantage and have all 70 parks as-
sessed, plus a handful of highly land-

scaped retention basins and medians,
Kjolsrud said.

The city’s 50% cost-share for irri-
gation system repairs is identified in
the existing Chandler parks capital
program for irrigation repairs.

Kjolsrud said professional irriga-
tion consultants will complete cus-
tomized irrigation audits at each park.
She said city staff and Council
have “seen all the headlines” about
likely reductions and restrictions
regarding both Colorado River
water and groundwater that are men-
tioned in various state and federal
proposals.

“The benefit is to reduce as much
waste as we can,” Kjolsrud said. “We
really want to set the example for our
residents by having our infrastructure
as efficient as possible.”

Kjolsrud said she sees the SRP
contract — one of several ways
the city collaborates with the util-
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Residents make usé of :-:\ coolerl Septembe'r’in.orning at Roadrunner Park in east Chandler. A newly

contracted Salt River Project assessment will examine Chandler’s park irrigation systems for leaks
and other inefficiencies. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

ity — as part of a larger effort.
“I see this as one small step in a much
larger program, as we prepare for re-

ductions in the future,” she said.

Email Jason W. Brooks at jbrooks@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments
at yourvalley. net/letters or email them
10 AzOpinions@inusua. org.

February 4, 2025 - January 26, 2026

Visit our website
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chandlermuseum.org

Free Admission

Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm

Sunday 1-5pm

Civility
Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues.

)
“INpEPENDENT

[ Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the
person. Refrain from demonizing others for their opinions.
Assume those you disagree with are, like you, genuinely
interested in improving the community.

O Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults,
name-calling, harassment and threats directed at another
person — or that person'’s race, gender, religion, ethnicity,
etc. — have no place in civil discussions. Find ways to
respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

[ Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts.
Value honesty. Make only accurate statements when
making your point and avoid exaggeration and stereotypes.

When appropriate, cite your sources of information that
others may question.

O Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as
opinions (not stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent
the views of others or falsely claim your opinions represent
someone else. If quoting the words of others, identify and
credit the source.

O Listen and learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen
to those we disagree with (as well as those we support) and
be genuine in our attempts to understand their point of
view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully seeking out views
that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with
others, look for even small areas of agreement — which can
be the gateway to working together for the greater good.

[0 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether
it involves your own information or those with whom you
disagree. Revealing private information about someone
else is rude, unethical, potentially harmful and, in many
cases, illegal.

[ Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online

as well as in public and in your interaction with others.
Encourage others to practice these civil behaviors. And it's
OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be courteous,
respectful and helpful in your approach.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Pigeons
¢ From page 4

reasons why the city should spend
so much to keep birds off of concrete
and other surfaces downtown.

Council is likely to approve the
purchase at its Thursday, Aug. 14
regular meeting.

“We’ve talked with experts about
the best way to handle this,” Holling-
sworth told the council. “And we’ll
come up with some metrics for how
to measure effectiveness.”

A staff report states city staff have
seen “significant pigeon activity” at
multiple downtown facilities over
the past few years, including the

Main Library covered parking, main
Chandler Police parking garage, City
Hall, the City Hall parking garage,
the City Hall cooling towers, the
courthouse’s covered parking, the
Center for the Arts and the recently
completed Oregon Street parking
structure.

The increased bird presence is
contributing to property damage and
creating potential health and safety
concerns due to droppings and nest-
ing materials, the report states.

The report states city staff wanted
to secure a contract for “comprehen-
sive bird abatement services.” The
scope of work will include thorough
cleaning and sanitization of the
affected surfaces, as well as the im-

plementation of targeted abatement
measures in locations where pigeons
are nesting or perching — particular-
ly in downtown parking structures.

The service chosen for through
bidding — “The Pigeon Guy” —
will also incorporate regular monitor-
ing and assessment, including visual
inspections, acoustic monitoring and
damage evaluations, the report states.
Seven bids were received.

The one-year contract includes
the option of as many as four one-
year extensions.

Hollingsworth said some of the
buildings, especially the Oregon
Street structure, have been inundated
by pigeons at about the time those
buildings were finished.

Hollingsworth said there have
already been lessons learned from the
problem, as in designs and proposals
of upcoming buildings having pigeon
abatement as a major consideration.

He mentioned spikes, though he
said netting, while expensive to cre-
ate and install, is the most effective
and generally doesn’t require much
ongoing maintenance.

Encinas and council member
O.D. Harris both balked slightly at
the cost. Acting City Manager John
Pombier said while this contract is
only for select city buildings, poten-
tial action is currently being dis-
cussed by a Council subcommittee to
address pigeon problems across the
city.

BUSINESS

Layoffs

¢ From page 6

nies while he was a venture capitalist.
But Trump backed off after Tan
professed his allegiance to the U.S. in
a public letter to Intel employees and
went to the White House to meet with
the president, who later applauded the
Intel CEO for having an “amazing sto-
The Intel Corp. reported sec-
ond-quarter 2025 financial results
that were accompanied by a letter to
employees from Tan. He said sec-
ond-quarter numbers show “a first

step in the right direction.”

He said the downsize will stream-
line the number of management layers
by about 50% in the process, though
he didn’t mention site-specific reduc-
tions or layoffs in his letter.

Intel not only has an infrastructure
agreement with the city of Chandler,
mainly for its Ocotillo campus on the
south side, it’s investing billions in ex-
panding and building two new fabrica-
tion facilities.

No word has been made at all in
2025 about when those two fabs will
be online and officially open; Chan-
dler economic development director

Micah Miranda said he hasn’t heard
or seen any variation from a planned
fourth-quarter opening of those two
fabs.

Tan did mention the Intel fabs in
the context of ramping up production,
though it isn’t clear what that means in
terms of workforce numbers.

“Job No. 1 is ramping Intel 18A
(Ocaotillo) at scale,” Tan wrote. “Intel
18A and Intel 18A-P are critical nodes
for Intel products and will drive mean-
ingful wafer volumes well into the next
decade.”

Tan also stated the tech giant is on
track to implement its return-to-the-

office policy in September, amid re-
ports the chipmaker has fallen behind
other tech giants like Nvidia in de-
veloping more A.I. technology more
quickly.

Tan also had a message that seemed
directed at Chandler and other res-
idents who have or are about to lose
their jobs with Intel.

“These actions are critical to
strengthening our competitive posi-
tion going forward, but it means we are
saying goodbye to valued colleagues,”
Tan wrote. “To everyone who will be
leaving Intel: Thank you, sincerely, for
your contributions.”
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We offer a range of services to remodel your pool for a contemporary look and modern functionality.
Gilbert Pooiman’s pool remodeling services have helped many customers with their older pools and decks.

daconsultationzWeillprovidela/freelquote:

Our pool technicians and remodeling teams are standing by with your pool. Talk to us today about
specials and get a free quote on your pool remodeling project. L

www:gilbertpoolremodeling:com
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IN BRIEF

Chandler student receives
$10K Cox scholarship

Nila Sathyan, a graduate of Des-
: . ert Vista High School
~ and a Chandler
b resident will receive
' one of 10 Cox Com-
munications’ $10,000
scholarships to pursue
her higher education.
The Arizona State
University-bound
student will study biology, a release
states.

Nila Sathyan

ACP senior nets $50K
scholarship for health care
creation

Brad Wu, a senior at Arizona
College Prep High School in Chan-
dler, has been awarded
a $50,000 Davidson
Fellows Scholarship
for his engineering of a
lightweight, brain-con-
trolled robotic arm
device to help stroke
patients regain move-

Brad Wu

ment.

The Davidson Fellows Scholar-
ship is an honor for students 18 and
younger. His award is part of the pro-
gram’s 25th anniversary year, which
is granting a combined $825,000 to
only 21 students nationwide.

Wu'’s project combines a
brain-computer interface that detects
when patients are actively engaging,
an adjustable forearm exoskeleton
and real-time vibration feedback
to guide recovery. Using advanced
machine learning, it interprets brain
activity to support personalized reha-
bilitation.

Chandler to tech school district:

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

East Valley school districts that
have career and technical education
satellite programs of the East Valley
Institute of Technology are begin-
ning to make points publicly about
changes proposed for next year.

EVIT has proposed cuts it states
would only pay for the costs of ser-
vice, saying some districts are being
overpaid for their services by EVIT
at satellite sites and rolling that mon-
ey over year after year.

At nearly the same time, the
Chandler Unified School District
and other EVIT-contracted districts
have made statements clarifying
their relationship with EVIT and
how they would like to move for-
ward.

Queen Creek, Chandler, Gilbert,
Higley, Cave Creek, Apache Junc-
tion, Fountain Hills, J.O. Combs and
Tempe Union school districts offer
more than 100 satellite programs —
15 of which are available exclusively
on high school campuses.

“EVIT is proposing a reduction in
funding over the course of the next
five years, so instead of receiving
87% of that funding, which we re-
ceive now, EVIT is proposing that
the first year of the next (intergov-
ernmental agreement) that these
satellites receive 83%,” said Erin
McRae, director of college and ca-
reer readiness and career and techni-
cal education with the Queen Creek
Unified School District.

The cuts will continue at about
2% to 3% each year for the contract.

“Essentially, by the time the five
years have passed there will have

4

4

Don’t cut funding

A color guard brings in flags for an East Valley Institute of Technology graduation ceremony in May.
Chandler, Queen Creek and other districts that contract with EVIT for satellite services are opposed
to proposed funding cuts and accountability measures. (Courtesy of EVIT)

been significant cuts to each satel-
lite district to run their programs,”
McRae said.

Under the satellite program, stu-
dents can take CTE classes on their
high school campuses rather than
going to two East Valley Institute
of Technology locations in east and
west Mesa.

Of concern to Queen Creek and
Chandler officials is discussion of an
effort by EVIT to alter intergovern-
mental agreements it has with nine
East Valley school districts in Mar-
icopa and Pinal counties that have
more than 24,000 students enrolled
in satellite programs. Funding for the

CTE satellite programs is distributed
through EVIT.

Queen Creek has 2,600 students
participating in 35 district programs.
Though Chandler has more than
twice as many, a spokesperson said
CUSD’s goals with career and tech-
nical education haven’t changed.

“Our goal is to preserve equitable
access to high-quality, on-campus
or satellite CTE programs that serve
students’ best interests,” CUSD’s
Stephanie Ingersoll wrote in an
email. “Currently, high-level discus-
sions are underway to continue the

® See Funding on page 26
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Arizona’s Special Olympics held an annual

statewide conference Aug. 8 at the San Marcos
Hotel in downtown Chandler. On the left are na-
tional wrestling champion and Hamilton High
School coach Anthony Robles; second from the
right, between two other officers, is Mesa Po-
lice Lt. Bill Peters. (Courtesy of Bill Peters)

Chandler hosts
Special Olympics
conference

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

East Valley Rotary clubs, Rotar-
ians and friends of Rotarians raised
almost $10,000 to sponsor an annu-
al conference and to raise money for
Special Olympics.

The conference, held at the San
Marcos Hotel in Chandler on Aug.
8, included about 150 law enforce-
ment officers and Special Olympics
athletes from across the state for the
one-day annual conference, accord-
ing to a news release.

Participating members were pro-
vided updates on Special Olympics
programs, shared fundraising ideas,
and were encouraged to continue
efforts supporting athletes with in-
tellectual disabilities.

The keynote speaker was Antho-
ny Robles, a Mesa native and current
coach at Hamilton High School.

® See Conference on page 28

TURTLE TAKEOFF

Chandler High alum wrote script for first N 1nja Turt es ﬁlm

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Bobby Herbeck says it’s the surprise that kept him in
business.

The idea of the first Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles’
live-action movie doing well in theaters in the spring of
1990 wasn’t a surprise to Herbeck and the film’s other
writers — but it was a surprise to the studio.

“Writers and directors are often more optimistic than
studios,” Herbeck said. “We thought the film would do
well. But we didn’t know it would do ‘that’” well.”

The TMNT franchise had gone from popular comic
books to a household name with the animated series that
debuted in 1987, so it was unclear to some how well a
movie would be received.

Herbeck wrote the story for the film that used the
characters developed by Peter Laird and Kevin Eastman
in the mid-1980s. The 1990 film would eventually lead
to eight Ninja Turtles movies to date.

Herbeck, a 1963 Chandler High School graduate,
made some public appearances in August in the Valley
for showings of the 1990 Ninja Turtles film that was
re-released to commemorate its 35th anniversary.

The Ninja Turtles project is one of the main career
highlights for Herbeck, 80, who dwells in Cave Creek
these days.

“It’s been a part of who I am, for, basically, half my

stories and Poems

Chandler man releases
second book

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Alan Ramias began writing stories
as a child and never stopped.

Bobby Herbeck poses at a recent fan event. Her- §§
beck, a Chandler High School alum and current . —""
Cave Creek resident, made an appearance in | -
August for 35th-anniversary showings of the film §
he wrote the story for: the first Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles movie. (Courtesy of Bobby Herbeck) -11‘5

Fe |

/

life,” Herbeck said. “I'm glad I got to be a part of it.”

Herbeck bemoans the heavy emphasis on movie tech-
nology and special effects that have become industry sta-
ples and have even crept into the Ninja Turtle franchise;
Michael Bay directed two TMNT films in the 2010s.

“I think viewers want them to go back to the original
look,” Herbeck said. “A lot of moviegoers are smart. A
few have come up to me and talked about the father-fig-
ure stuff involving (The) Shredder.”

® See Turtles on page 28

other regions, according to a news
release.
“Miss Moon: Stories and Poems”

Alan Ramias

“Miss Moon” is the more recent of two books
released within the past year by author Alan Ra-
mais of Chandler. (Courtesy of Alan Ramais)

After graduating from high school
in rural Wisconsin in 1965 — just
as the Vietnam War was escalating
— he served as an Army reporter
and editor, documenting life on the
ground in the Mekong Delta and

was released in June. It follows his
first work, “The Bridge,” released
last year.

When Ramias returned home
from Vietnam, he earned degrees in

® See Book on page 30
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Screenings
save lives.

September is National Prostate Cancer Awarenesss Month. Prostate cancer is the
most common cancer in men, after skin cancer. Be sure to visit your primary care
physician regularly and schedule your annual screening. Screenings are the easiest
way to catch and treat prostate cancer as early as possible.

Scan to schedule your annual screening or visit dignityhealthazcancer.org.

Q2 Dignity Health.
CDG, Can%erlns%iute
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for Remodelling

As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we
offer fast, affordable, and lifetime-
guaranteed bathroom remodelling
solutions across the Phoenix area.

€) LUXURYBATH

Shower remodels « Tub-to-shower conversions
Walk-in tubs « Roll-in showers

@ We'll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing by 10% Guaranteed!

480-629-5525

homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Home Concepts
Custom RemOdelling Licensed, Bonded & Insured « ROC #295792

UNDER CONTRACT
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Free Installation
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30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
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Coach
¢ From page 1

squad has won three of the first
five crowns in the recently formed,
16-team Gymnastics Association
of College Teams, or GymACT.
Aspire, the Chandler Fashion Cen-
ter-area gym where the Sun Devil
men and a junior team train under
Survick’s tutelage, was scheduled
to celebrate its 30th anniversa-
ry Saturday, Sept. 13 with fam-
ily-friendly activities and games
and live demonstrations from As-
pire athletes as a daylong event.
These days, Survick still makes it
to practice, and while he’s made it
past the typical five-year window
since diagnosis of ALS, for which
there’s no cure, he has handed
off most coaching to Aspire own-
er Scott Barclay and former stu-
dent, turned-coach Brian Kern.

“One of the big keys to keeping
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MerchantSquareAnthues com
1509 N Arizona Ave in Chandler

' CHRISTMAS MARKET |
& ANTIQUE STORE +

Unique Vintage, Home Decor, Vintage Furniture, Collectibles,
Vintage Clothing, Tools, Jewelry, & So Much More open 7 Days Per
Week! Plus, visit our Christmas Market Happening Every Day in
November Except Thanksglvmg Day.

this thing going for 30 years has
been people like Rob, who’s been
with us as long as we’ve been in
this building (in about 2005),” Bar-
clay said. “You wouldn’t see all
those champions’ names on the
wall without their hard work and
the work of coaches like Rob.”
ALS often presents in its early stages
with gradual muscle stiffness, twitch-
es, weakness and wasting. After Sur-
vick noticed some symptoms and
doctors finally determined in 2020
that he had ALS and not a pinched
nerve or another problem, he began to
slowly lose the use of his arms and legs.
By the time the Arizona Diamond-
backs reached the 2023 World Series,
in October of that year, that’s about
when he started to need a wheelchair
full-time to go anywhere, he said.
And 2024 marked the end of
out-of-state trips. Eventual-
ly, he’ll lose his ability to speak.
After Survick was picked up by a

ERCHANT

gymnast and moved, via wheel-
chair, from one old recliner chair
in the Aspire gym to another on
a September afternoon, Survick
pointed out that nearly every ALS
patient finds themselves in a dark
place once they’re first diagnosed.
“It’s important to think of this
as a disease we live with, not
that we're dying of it,” he said.
Most cases of ALS, or about 90-95%,
have no known cause, and are known
as sporadic ALS. While genetic and
environmental factors are believed
to be involved, Survick’s children

s Now Open Everyday

Gymnastics coach Rob Survick re-
flects for a moment as coach Brian
Kern, directly behind him, briefs a
group of young athletes before an af-
ternoon workout. Aspire owner Scott
Barclay said Survick is one of the
main people who kept the gym and
its athletes connected to high levels
of competition as the gym reaches its
30th birthday with a daylong Satur-
day, Sept. 13 celebration. (Indepen-
| dent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

have been tested and don’t appear
to have the genes for ALS, he said.
Survick has surpassed the five-year
life expectancy and plans to keep
coaching as long as he can, along
with dealing with ongoing med-
ical costs. To contribute, reach
out to aspirekidsports.com or go-
fundme.com/f/help-rob-fight-als.
Survick only needs to look around the
gym to see the people who motivate
him in his daily routine and in life.
“My wife and my kids are the most
important people in my life,” Survick
said. “But this sure is important, too.”

For Lunch!
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Weekends

* 2025«

VOTE
DAILY
FOR US!

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
= Date Night Out
= Tourist Destination
FOOD & DRINK
= Bakery
= Gourmet Specialty Shop
= Outdoor Dining
= Pizzeria
SHOPPING & BEAUTY
= Gift Store

. evf-2025.yourvalley.net

EAST VALLEY
FAVORITES

VOTING
ROUND:
Sept. 20th to
Oct. 20th

Sept. 13 - 14 & Sept. 20 - 21

Savor: Garlic-inspired
menu from del Piero
Kitchen

Explore: Gourmet
Vendor Alley with
garlic products,
Garlic Olive Oil
Growlers, Garlic-
stuffed olives and
more!

Learn: Live cooking
demos by Perry Rea

Discover: Olive Oil
101 classes

Free Admission
Free Parking

Tour: Garlic-
themed estate
farm tours (tickets
at marketplace
counter)

Enjoy: Live music,
raffles, and games

Sip: Wine and beer
tastings

Shop: Exclusive
event merchandise
at the Garlic Shop

1730 E WilF
| ((FM Cljntock

mpe, AZ.85284
- @80)777-1141
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Calling all Chandler HOAs!

Do you live in a Chandler HOA or manage
one? The city's Neighborhood Programs
Office is creating a master list of all HOA
neighborhoods within city limits. Please
help us gather accurate information for our
Chandler HOA neighborhoods. This ensures
public notices get to the correct areas of
the city to better serve and communicate
with our community. Sign up today at
chandleraz.gov/neighborhoods.
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TRANSPORTATION

Compiled by Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

@ Frye Road, from Hamilton
Street to Arizona Avenue, will be
the site of a full westbound closure
through Thursday, Sept. 18. The
estimated 58-day milling and paving
operation is road work that’s part of
the Frye Road Bike Lane Project.

@ Eastbound Germann Road,
from Hamilton Street to Pioneer
Parkway, will be the site of major re-
strictions through Wednesday, Oct.
8. The estimated 24-day project is
for manhole work.

@) Price Road, from Loop 202

to as far south as Germann Road,
will be the site of minor restrictions
through the estimation completion
date of Nov. 30. The estimated 469-
day sewer bypass and re-lining will
affect both southbound and north

bound traffic, in various spots along
Price Road. Sewer bypass work is
scheduled along southbound Price
Road, from Loop 202 to Queen

Creek Road, through Tuesday, Sept.

30.

© Price and Queen Creek roads,
from will be the site of installation
of concrete “k-rail” barriers through
Dec. 19. The barrier installation is a
estimated 395-day project.

© Andersen Boulevard, is from
Ash Drive to Ray Road, will be the
site of major restrictions in both

directions through Wednesday, Oct.

22. The estimated 45-day closure is

for telecommunications installations.

@ Arizona Avenue, from Pecos
Road to Germann Road, will be the
site of major weekend restrictions
through Monday, Sept. 22. The
estimated 162-day project is for a

ENYONFAWARDIWINNINGICHINESEIEOOD
| |

727 W Ray Rd B1,
Gilbert, AZ 85233

(480) 782-6889

DragonWok.biz

HAPPY HOUR
SPECIALS:

4 Beer, *5 House Wine,
$6 Sm. Saki Bomber,
$7 Cocktails,
$3 OFF Appetizers, |

4-7pm

LUNCH

' 15% OFF |

1 DINNER ORDER OF

1 ) 10% OFF /)
1 1
1 1

$50 ORMORE 1

IExcludes Happy Hour Specials & 1
I Alcohol. Expires 10/31/25 1

Dine In, Pick Up, Delivery

W. WARNER RD. W. BOSTON ST.

S. PRIESTDR.
S. MCCLINTOCK DR.

a

W.RAY RD.

N. ARIZONA AVE.

S. OREGON ST.

a

S. KYRENE RD.
S. RURAL RD.
S. ARIZONA AVE.

=
=
2 W. CHICAGO ST.
a

W. CHANDLER BLVD.

> = ‘ ’
=z B3
7 W. PECOS RD.

202
W. GERMANN RD. 5 5

n W. QUEEN CREEK RD.

N. 56TH ST.

S.VAL VISTA DR.

S. COOPER RD.

GILARIVER
INDIAN RESERVATION

S. LINDSAY RD.

S.PRICERD.
S. MCQu

E. OCOTILLO RD.

S. GILBERTRD.

E. CHANDLER HEIGHTS RD.

@ MAP NOTTO SCALE

variety of purposes, including rebar
work and a catch basin.

of minor nighttime restrictions, in
both directions, through Saturday,
Sept. 27. The estimated 90-day
project is for bore and restoration
work.

@ Dobson Road, from Park Drive
to Lemon Tree Place, will be the site

Be a legend.
Insure your life.

With the right life insurance, you can
leave a legacy for your family. I'm
here to help. LET'S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or W)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
1708145 Bloomington, IL

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Espanol
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CAIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

an Any Hour company

DON'T WAIT TO SAVE BIG ON YOUR NEXT SERVICE!

% 150,00 | 10 /
~ APR | OFF | OFF |
'~ ONNEW ‘| ' ANY REPAIR OF /| | MAINTENANCE |
~ A/C SYSTEM | ' $200 ORMORE 1% REPAIR |
~ GETUPTO | ;
1125
HEATING | BACK ON A NEW :
TUNE-UP | ENERGY-EFFICIENT A/C ;

All offers in this ad are for residential owner-occupied homes only. Not valid with other offers. Must present at time of service. Doesn’t apply to past work. Call for details.

——'1;

480-630-7675

n » Any Hour company www.ChandlerAir.com
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Expansion
¢ From page 6

creation of “potentially 200 addition-
al manufacturing, R&D and services
jobs in the semiconductor field over a
five-year period.”

In Arizona, Applied states, the
company is “already a key part of the
state’s high-tech ecosystem, collabo-
rating closely with customers, part-
ners and universities.”

“Applied Materials’ new advanced
manufacturing facility will further
bolster Arizona’s robust semiconduc-
tor ecosystem and strengthen U.S.
supply chain resiliency,” said Sandra
Watson, president and CEO of the
Arizona Commerce Authority, in the
release. “Across important areas such

as equipment, R&D, and workforce
training, Applied has been a tremen-
dous industry partner, and we're
grateful for their continued leadership
and commitment to Arizona.”

The company states that the
technology it creates is essential to
advancing Al and accelerating the
commercialization of next-genera-
tion chips.

No one from Applied Materials
could be reached directly to answer
questions or comment for this story.

The city of Chandler’s Economic
Development team released a state-
ment saying most of what it knows
about Applied’s plans is what was
announced in their press release and
what was previously included in a
Chandler City Council memo for a
sustainable water service agreement.

In that memo, the team states, Ap-
plied generated $27 billion in revenue
in fiscal year 2024.

The memo stated Applied was
in negotiations to purchase has pur-
chased a 180,000-square foot indus-
trial building at 2377 South Arizona
Ave., between Germann and Queen
Creek roads.

“The company plans to make a sig-
nificant capital investment in build-
ing improvements and equipment
purchases to turn it into an advanced
manufacturing facility,” the memo
states. “Multiple business units will
operate in the facility to serve the re-
gion’s growing semiconductor indus-
try. The activities within the building
will include advanced manufactur-
ing, research and development, and
the service of semiconductor equip-

ment and parts.”

Regarding their role in the tech
landscape, the Chandler Econ team
states, Applied is “a critical part of the
chip manufacturing supply chain. For
example, they are consistently rec-
ognized by Intel and TSMC in their
annual supplier awards.”

The teams states that locally, the
existing Chandler office has histor-
ically supported Intel by providing
installation and maintenance of Ap-
plied equipment used in Intel’s fabs.

In addition to Applied’s plans for
Chandler, the company’s Materi-
als-to-Fab Center partnership with
Arizona State University is a recent
and noteworthy investment that
strengthens the East Valley’s region-
al semiconductor industry,, the team
stated.

Business
¢ From page 6

Black Business Month.
The Black Chamber of Arizona, in

partnership with the city of Chandler
showcased resources, funding oppor-
tunities and educational partnerships.

The Chamber formally announced
its 2025 Community Survey during

the event — a statewide effort to
identify challenges and growth op-
portunities for Black-owned and
small businesses, and to guide future
programming, advocacy and funding.

Affiliated Physician

MDVIP

As your personal doctor, | can serve as your partner
and health coach—helping you to pursue optimizing key
aspects of wellness, including preventive care, fitness,
nutrition, sleep, stress management and healthier

aging. My practice focuses on midlife and older adults,
especially those interested in longevity medicine,
functional health and personalized primary care.

Jason Heavens, MD
. 623.444.2734

@) mdvip.com/JasonHeavensMD

Prioritize your health with personalized
primary care—right here in Tempe

Care includes advanced tests and screenings, with perks
like same- or next-day visits and a dedicated doctor who
understands your health needs. Longevity focused, add

years to your life and life to your years.

Please join me for an informational webinar

on September 25th at 6:00pm.
Please RSVP under Events on my website.

Hiring tod can feel like a revolving door—especially with many job

For more information or to access
the 2025 Community Survey, visit
blackchamberaz.com.

REACH RELIABLE

seekers prioritizing short-term perks over long-term commitment. If youre
looking for employees who value consistency, reliability, and community,
our readers are exactly who you want to reach.

Advertising in our trusted publications puts your employment
opportunities in front of motivated individuals who are looking to build
lasting careers—not just chase the next offer.

Promote your employment opportunities where they’ll
make an impact—right here in your local newspaper.

Email: Azads@iniusa.org

W
INDEPENDENT
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Painting Stucco Siding Doors & Windows

We Do It All: Arizona's Leader for Exterior Remodeling & Repair

America’s Home Pros did a
fantastic job on my house! It
required a lot of repair work
prior to painting - woodwork
| & stucco. All of it was handled
—ki— in-house & turned out great!
; t M Everyone who communicated
Doors & ndow with me (salesman, inspector,
office manager, owner, color

- "Armorcoat” Arlzona s Toughest Paint - Won t Chip, Flake or Peel consultant, project manager,
- Long-Term Paint Solution For Stucco, Block Or Wood Homes site supervisor & workers) were

professional, knowledgeable,

- Stucco Transformations & Repairs - Update To New Sand Finish responsive & friendly. Work was

done on schedule & | love the

- Siding Upgrades & Repairs - James Hardie & Fascia Replacement . results. Maureen M. g
- Doors & Windows - Custom Built & Installed -Lower Energy Bills ‘

Fall Special

20% OFF Amesieas

Call us NOW! Expires 10/31/25
HOMEPROS

480'71 2'5770 AHOMEPROS.COM

ROC #338650
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EDUCATION

Funding

¢ From page 14

funding and support structure for sat-
ellite CTE programs.”

At issue seems to be actual dollar
totals, in terms of how much fund-
ing needs to move from EVIT to dis-
tricts to pay for programming. One
EVIT board member, in the Aug. 11
meeting, said a Tempe district has a
balance of $15 million in a relevant
account, showing districts are receiv-
ing more than the cost of service and
don’t need the funding levels they’ve
been receiving.

Ingersoll didn’t point out any roll-
over balance Chandler Unified might
have in CTED-usable funds from any
school year to the next, but echoed
Queen Creek leaders’ sentiment in
CUSD not wanting to change formu-
las currently in place.

“We believe our data highlights
the benefits of maintaining the system
that already exists,” Ingersoll wrote.

Ingersoll said it appears there may
be misinformation from the coun-
ty superintendent and EVIT board
members regarding satellite CTE
programs that she and CUSD want
to clarify. She then pointed out the
high success rates of Chandler’s CTE
programs, such as 100% compliance
with regulations, 99% of district
CTE programs designated as distin-
guished or proficient by the Arizona
Department of Education Quality
and Compliance review.

Chandler’s CTE students earned
3,645 industry-recognized creden-
tials in 2024-25, its programs received
high ratings, students perform well in
interscholastic CTE competitions,
and 100% of its CTE teachers have
had industry experience and/or have

Protect Your Family's
Future In Under an Hour

Walkaﬂm Wills

Professional = Affordable = Convenien

Our locally-owned firm
helps you:
* Create/update your Will
* SetupaTrust
* Plan for Medicaid
* Secure Powers of
Attorney
* And more...

Don't wait.
Get peace of mind TODAY.

Call for.y.our free consultation.
480-470-7000

1095 W. Queen Creek Rd. Suite 4 | Chandler, AZ 85248
walkinwills.com/chandler

Disclaimer: Time may vary based on client needs.
Services help in safeguarding wishes but do not guarantee outcomes.

relevant current industry credentials,
Ingersoll wrote.

Ingersoll wrote that if EVIT were
to cut funding for all or specific satel-
lite CTE programs, it’s unclear how
the board would allocate the money it
already receives from districts.

In a letter sent to parents, EVIT
said funding and structural changes
to the satellite program would be the
result of an audit by the Arizona Au-
ditor General’s Office.

According to the letter, the audit
“emphasized the EVIT governing
board is ultimately responsible for
the quality and content of all CTE
programs within our district, both
at EVIT and in our district’s high
schools. Our previous method of cal-
culating costs and allocating funds
does not align with best practices
used statewide. We’re asking to adopt
the same funding structure used by

[-.k.w. VT e L el

other large career technical education
districts in Arizona. To be clear, this
isn’t about EVIT wanting more mon-
ey.”

EVIT is proposing to add more “ac-
countability measures” to the inter-
governmental agreements, measuring
program persistence, student-com-
pletion rates, and the number of cer-
tifications earned by students.

“(EVIT has) been calling out that
they’re responsible for the quality
and the content. They don’t feel that
the quality and the content at the
high schools is the same as the quality
and content at EVIT — which is not
true,” McRae said. “We have a lot of
certifications and quite a number of
award-winning programs. So, that
part of their messaging is not accu-
rate.”

Janet Perez contributed to this article..She can be
reached at can be reached at jperez@iniusa.org.
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MUSIC SCHOOL '*ﬂﬁ@

Where kids love playing music.

EVYAMAHAMUSIC.COM/FREE-LESSON
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Get to Know Arizaz Heating and Cooling:
A Business with a Heart

re you ready for an HVAC journey that goes
beyond the ordinary?

Arizaz Heating and Cooling is not just another
heating and air conditioning company in the Valley.
They're your reliable HVAC partner with a heart,
dedicated to delivering exceptional services while
making a positive impact in our community.

What sets them apart is a commitment to quality
service and a remarkable story.

The story begins with Robert Gracia, the owner
of Arizaz Heating and Cooling. Gracia’s journey is
nothing short of inspirational. After serving time in
prison and being released in 2018, he was determined
to become a productive member of society. Armed
with trade certifications, a supportive family, a strong
faith, and a desire for a better life, he embarked on a
path to success.

Gracia’s journey to becoming a successful HVAC
business owner started with his employment at
Alliance Plumbing Service and Repair. He quickly
moved up the ranks and transitioned into the HVAC
mechanical business. Eventually, he became a

Stwmnner Sale

« Up to $3,000 off of new units
« $95 Tuneup/Inspection
« Mini splits starting at $2,999 ¢

foreman for an emerging company in the area, where
he was entrusted with running the HVAC division.

But Gracia had even bigger dreams. He obtained
his contractor’s license and realized his dream by
founding Arizaz Heating and Cooling. Today, he not
only provides top-quality HVAC services but also
serves as an example of resilience, transformation,
and dedication to the community.

Arizaz Heating and Cooling Offers:

Competitive Pricing

24/7 Availability

Free Estimates

Budget-Friendly Options

Energy-Efficient Units

Discounts for First Responders and Veterans
Giving Back to the Community

Exceptional HVAC Services

Arizaz Heating and Cooling takes pride in offering
a comprehensive range of HVAC services designed
to ensure your comfort year-round, including
multipoint inspections to new unit installations and
everything in between.

Multipoint Inspection/Tune-Up
New Unit Installation

Ductless Mini Splits

Duct Modification

For Gracia and the Arizaz Heating and Cooling
team, giving back to the community is a fundamental

part of their mission. They believe that it’s not just
how you start in life; it's how you finish that truly
matters. Gracia’s commitment to his family, his role
as a leader and counselor to those struggling with
self-identity and addiction, and his dedication to
being a productive member of society exemplify the
company’s core values.

Call Arizaz Heating and Cooling at 480-343-4034
or visit arizazheatingandcooling.com to schedule an
appointment.

We can match or beat most competitors to earn your business
and keep you as a long term customer!

AND COOLING ' I,

L)
ROC 341995 Rating

Helping Your Family With All Your HVAC Needs

L 2. 0. 0.0 ¢

DUCTLESS
MINI SPLITS

We offer ductless mini splits
as an alternative option, if you
are trying to keep your man/
woman cave cool, garage cool,
Arizona room cool, mini splits
are a perfect option.

ASK US ABOUT THEM TODAY!

n i
NEW UNIT INSTALLATION

Call or message us today to learn
about deals we are currently
offering on new units! We offer
financing and competitive prices!
Energy efficient units and budget
friendly options available!
Whatever your needs we are here
to help you, and get you back up
and running!

NO COOL OR NO HEAT
SERVICE CALL

We perform a multi-point
inspection to determine
what the problem is. We take
photos and give a full report
to determine the best action to
get your unit up and running
as quick as possible. 100%
satisfaction before we leave!

*subject to site inspection

MULTI-POINT
INSPECTION/TUNE UP

We perform a full, multi-
point tune up which includes
inspection of all mechanical

= and electrical components. We
inspect the physical condition
of the unit including freon
levels and condition of the
condensation drain.

Give us a call: (480) 343-4034
Send us an email: arizazco@gmail.com
On the web: arizazheatingandcooling.com

FREE

SERVICE CALL

with Replacement or Repair
Must Mention Ad
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Conference
¢ From page 16

Robles is a three-time wrestling
All-American and 2011 NCAA
Division 1 National Champion.
He is an inductee of the National
Wrestling Hall of Fame, Arizona
Sports Hall of Fame, and Arizona
State University Sun Devil Ath-
letics Hall of Fame.

Robles told of the obstacles
he’s faced in achieving wrestling
successes despite being born with
only one leg, as documented in the
recently released movie “Unstop-
pable.”

There are nearly 22,000 Special
Olympics athletes in Arizona who
participate in 21 different sporting
events at 675 regional competi-
tions and four state-level events.

While competition and sports-
manship are major components of
Special Olympics programs, the
organization also provides people

with intellectual disabilities of all
ages assistance of many types.

This help includes assistance
meeting health needs like eye ex-
ams, hearing exams and dental
work, the release states.

The Special Olympics program
fosters leadership and confidence
among its athletes, the release
states.

Many athletes describe partic-
ipation in Special Olympics Ath-
letic events as empowering them
physically and socially. Programs
are inclusive of athletes regardless
of their disabilities.

Nationally, law enforcement is
the top fundraising element for
the Special Olympics. In Arizona
alone, officers raise almost $1.1
million annually through fundrais-
ing events like the Law Enforce-
ment Torch Run, Tip-a-Cop and
Fuel of Dreams.

During the Aug. 8 conference,
other fundraising opportunities

were shared by different commu-
nities, such as pickleball tourna-
ments, school events and vehicle
pull competitions. The confer-
ence is critical to continuing and
enhancing fundraising by law en-
forcement in Arizona, the release
states.

Sponsorship and fundraising
not only allowed the conference to
happen, but also allowed officers,
many from remote areas, to attend
at no cost to their organization.
Almost half of such sponsorships
came from East Valley Rotary
clubs, Rotarians or friends of Ro-
tarians.

For more information on vol-
unteering opportunities or other
ways to support Special Olympics
Arizona, click here: tinyurl.com/
mrykyppn

Interested in joining a ser-
vice-oriented Rotary club in the
area? Learn more by clicking on
rotary5495.org.

Turtles
¢ From page 16

Herbeck grew up a military family kid,
ending up in Chandler his sophomore year of
high school when his father was at Williams
Air Force Base.

“There were a lot more dusty roads in the
Valley then,” he said about Chandler in the
early 1960s.

In the entertainment business, Herbeck’s
first TV show as an actor was The Outsider
series in the late 1960s; the short-lived series
starred Darren McGavin.

His first feature film was “Tora! Tora!
Tora!” after his agent passed on him playing
the part of Radar O’Reilly in the M.A.S.H.
film, he recalls.

“What was he thinking?” Herbeck said of
his agent.

That was followed by other TV shows and
stage in various roles, such as Angie, Alice,
Room 222, the Red Skelton Comedy Hour,
the Smothers Brothers Show, CHiPs, The

® See Turtles on page 29

| L

' two maids

A Maid Service Worth Talking About

. FALLSPECIAL |
i Recurring Cleaning
e BT e

480-550-8282 ¢ TwoMaidsCleaning.com

5150 oFF

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

First time customers only. One time use with
coupon. Offer expires 10-31-25.

License #00825-2018
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Turtles

¢ From page 28

Jeffersons, Small Wonder, the Carol
Burnett Show and That’s Incredible.

He appeared in seven episodes of
Diff’rent Strokes.

And he finally made it to
M.A.S.H., appearing in one 1974 ep-
isode as an operating-room patient.

Herbeck said he’s a charter mem-
ber of the Comedy Store troupe at
the Hollywood club that opened in
April of 1972. He says he and his
troupe turned downed the offer to do
the Saturday Night Live pilot back in
1975.

“What were ‘we’ thinking?,” Her-
beck said.

He’s also been the opening-act
stand-up comedian for musicians, in-
cluding George Benson, Jose Felicia-
no, Ricky Nelson, Al Jarreau, Kenny
Loggins, Joe Cocker, Eric Burdon,
Dave Mason and, most recently,
at the Hollywood Bowl for the Zac
Brown band.

Herbeck said his first love is to
make people feel good through the
power of laughter.

“It’s the best elixir for whatever
ails you,” he said.

His writing credits also include
the Facts of Life, Silver Spoons and
the Dick Clark Blooper Show. He
was a co-producer of the Leslie Niel-
sen / Kelly Le Brock 1998 comedy
“Wrongfully Accused.”

Herbeck is currently co-writing
and co-producing a feature for Co-
lumbia Pictures. He said he was cast
in at least one production that was
shrunk by the 2024 Hollywood labor
strikes.

Herbeck’s TV commercial credits
include some brands of the past and
present: Oldsmobile, Sanka coffee,
Kawasaki, Von’s grocery store and
even the WAZE app.

Bobby Herbeck poses at a recent fan event.
(Courtesy of Bobby Herbeck)

Herbeck has also done voice-over
characters, including one for the Go-
morrah streaming series.

It was the Turtles, however, that
gave him his big break. “The Secret
of the Ooze” 1991 film, the sequel to
the 1990 film Herbeck wrote, had an
opening weekend of $20 million in
ticket sales and made $78.7 million
in the U.S., making it the country’s
13th-highest grossing film of 1991.

Herbeck said the re-release in-
cludes never-before-seen footage
from the archives, extended scenes
that had initially been trimmed from
the original 93-minute film; behind-
the-scenes footage and one-on-one
time and commentary with director
Steve Barron.

He also enjoys living in Cave
Creek and visiting some of his favor-
ite restaurants, such as Harold’s and
the Black Mountain Cafe & Lounge
in Carefree.

“It’s quiet out here,” Herbeck
said. “Thanks to the Internet, you
don’t have to live in L.A. to do a lot
of entertainment stuff.”
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Non-Surgical Treatment of

Varicose & Spider Veins
OVER 30, 000 PATIENTS TREATED SINCE 2005

Love Your Legs...
_ /f’ M/

U
Stunning Results!
* |n Office Procedures
* Minimal Recovery Time

* Performed By A Physician
* Free Screenings Available

E
‘:::

ptima
VEIN CAlE

Covered by Most Insurance and Medicare/AHCCCS

FIED PRACTITIONER

Princess Medical Center

8575 E. Princess Dr. Suite 117,
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
480-496-2696

Now Offering REACTEVATE Hormone Replacement Therapy
for MENOPAUSE & ANDROPAUSE

Call today: 480-496-2696

Chandler Medical Office Bldg

485 South Dobson Rd. Suite 103,
Chandler, AZ 85224
480-899-8930

www.OptimaVeinCare.com | WWW.REACT EVATE.cOM
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English, philosophy, and business,
launching a corporate career that
blended communication, learning
and performance strategy.

Ramias eventually made his way
to Chandler.

Working at Motorola, he helped
found Motorola University and
played a key role in early process
improvement projects that laid the
groundwork for Six Sigma.

Ramias later became a partner at
the Rummler-Brache Group, lead-
ing global consulting engagements
for major companies like Shell, 3M,
and HP, and mentoring teams across
Asia, Europe, and the Americas.

As a partner at The Performance
Design Lab, he co-authored two
foundational books on organizational
performance with his mentor, Geary

Rummler, the release states.

Now turning his attention back
to storytelling, Ramias draws on de-
cades of personal and professional
experiences to craft fiction that
explores the complexities of
memory, war, and human mo-
tivation.

Ramias’ first two works
draw deeply from his service
as a U.S. Army journalist and
court-martial clerk in Viet-
nam, blending fiction and po-
etry to capture the unspoken after-
math of war, the release states.

Through the eyes of Charlie, a re-
cently returned soldier haunted by
memory and betrayal, Ramias layers
intimate stories and lyrical poems
that speak both to veterans seeking
recognition and to civilians looking
for understanding.

The release states readers of Tim
O’Brien’s or Karl Marlantes’ work
will enjoy it. Ramias’ work offers the
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Alan Ramais

perspective of the interior lives of or-
dinary enlisted men, around themes
like loneliness, survival, friendship,
love in impossible circumstances.

The book attempts to reach

deep into the psyches of sol-
diers sent to Vietnam, offering
three stories — each based on
real-life characters and inci-
dents:
X + Friends struggle with
clashing emotions of love and
jealousy while navigating lone-
liness and the dangers of a war that
had no boundaries or front lines.

+ A young man is forced to live the
ungodly experiences of war by a con-
trolling monster of a father.

+ A worn and tattered veteran re-
turns home to an endless darkness of
broken promises, trashed friendships,
an unfeeling family and an indifferent
hometown.

The second half of the book, ac-
cording to its online description,

is a collection of poetry written by
Ramias over a span of 40 years: hu-
morous, reflective, experimental, and
always fascinated with language and
imagery, the description states.

“The Bridge,” released in August
2024, is a tale about the bridges —
real and imagined — that soldiers
built in Southeast Asia or that we
build in our minds just to get through,
the release states.

Ramias weaves together fiction,
raw memory, poetic fragments, and
documentary realism to deliver an ac-
count of what it meant to serve, sur-
vive and remember, the release states.

Moving between gritty squad ban-
ter, haunting lyricism, and the quiet
desperation of men unprepared for
the long shadows of war, this is a nov-
el viewed through the eyes of four
soldiers and other characters amid
the humid confusion of Vietnam’s
Mekong Delta.
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Sun City - September 24 2025 Sundial Recreatlon Center
Sun City West - October 22, 2025 - SCW Foundation
Mesa - November 14, 2025 - Mesa Market Place Swap
Apache Junction - January 7,2026 - Central Arizona College
Chandler - February 24, 2026 - Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria - March 26, 2026 - Westbrook Village

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?

HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101
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Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$20 per market - 30 words

Your ad apﬂears in the newspaper
of choice plus online

$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

$60 four markets - 30 words

Your ad appears in four newspapers
of choice plus online
$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
Starting at $30

for one column by two-inch advertisement

5% per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at 530

for one column by two-inch advertisement

$15°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

CLASSIFIED ADS (reate Your Own Ads Online, It's Easy!

ONLINE

Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”
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John York - Owner/O

YORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
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NEED FLOORING OR SHOWERS?

SHOWERS ¢« COUNTERTOPS ¢« BACK SPLASHES
VINYL PLANK ¢ TILE ¢« LAMINATE ¢« WOOD

WE WILL BRING MAJOR MANUFACTURERS SAMPLES TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS OR WE WILL PROVIDE
“INSTALLATION ONLY"” ESTIMATES IF YOU PURCHASE YOUR OWN FLOORING MATERIALS!
FINANCING AND DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE,

CALLTO I_:)AY'

FLOORING. SHOWERS. BATH REMODELS COUNTER TOPS

\', HONEST UP-FRONT PRICING - CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

ZA@INYN S @@ (E@)/\\

ZONA 40@ 93910208

FLOORS
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