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Phoenix 
swears in 

newest 
council 
member

Odd News
Man rescued from Mt. Fuji 

— twice; 13
Your Valley
CD8 constituents protest 

Hamadeh in Peoria; 2

•See Hernandez on page 19

INDEPENDEN
TPHOENIX

Hernandez pledges to 

a be a ‘fighter’ against 

Trump admin, Republican 

state legislature
By Mark Carlisle

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

New Phoenix City Councilmem-

ber Anna Hernandez promised to 

be a “fi ghter” against the Trump ad-

ministration and state government 

budget cuts during her inauguration 

speech Tuesday.

“The residents of District 7 also 

understand that we are in a pivotal 

moment in history, and they over-

whelmingly chose to send a fi ghter 

to City Hall because they know that 

I will always show up to fi ght with 

them,” Hernandez said during her 

By Alysa Horton
CRONKITE NEWS

PHOENIX — A community of 

believers prays for the people outside 

the safe bubble of Grand Canyon Uni-

versity in Phoenix. Students sit at the 

Christian university’s freshly painted, 

purple benches while talking and eat-

ing from one of the campus’s many 

chain restaurants.

Outside the campus, located near 

27th Avenue and Camelback Road, 

restaurants have bars on the windows. 

People walk through strip malls with 

peeling paint and cracked asphalt. A 

community riddled with drugs and 

prostitution says they hope for better.

As both realities transpire, there is 

a need for improvement that unites 

27th Avenue. But what “better” looks 

like to the community along 27th Av-

enue diff ers. Where GCU offi  cials 

see a Whole Foods and solar panels, 

decades-long business owners see a 

future where they don’t have to keep 

weapons behind the counter.

To lessen the divide, the 27Collab 

pumps money and resources into the 

area around 27th Avenue between In-

dian School Road and Northern Av-

enue.
The coalition of around 80 com-

munity organizations is working with 

GCU and the Phoenix Police Depart-

ment. 27Collab hopes to reduce crime 

in the area and work toward “beautifi -

cation and business opportunities.”

Cronkite News spent days with 

GCU students and leaders, police, 

longtime business owners and com-

munity members to learn about the 

diff erent experiences of life near 27th 

Avenue.

Realities diff er along 27th Avenue as 

Grand Canyon University pushes changes

• See GCU on page 12

Grand Canyon University’s plush lawn and crisp purple benches stand in 

stark contrast to the peeling paint and cracked asphalt in the community 

outside its gates. Photo taken on April 2, 2025 in Phoenix. (Photo by 

Samuel Nute/Cronkite News)
Grand Canyon University security guard Samuel South stands at his 

post at the 33rd Avenue entrance to GCU’s campus on April 2, 2025 in 

Phoenix. (Photo by Samuel Nute/Cronkite News)
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Valley experts 

‘disappointed’ 
in RFK 

remarks on 
autism

Football
Cardinals, NFL teams gear 

up for dra ; 22
Meeting
Joe Arpaio and ‘Sammy the 

Bull’ get together; 3

• See RFK on page 19

INDEPENDEN
TPHOENIX

By J. Graber

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Valley experts within the autism 

community expressed a range of re-

actions — from disappointment to 

frustration — with comments made 

last week by U.S. Health and Human 

Services Secretary Robert F. Kenne-

dy Jr.
Those reactions were mirrored na-

tionally a er Kennedy made a num-

ber of statements about autism and 

people on the spectrum during a press 

conference, which some local experts 

said they simply don’t agree with or 

which aren’t rooted in science.

For instance, Kennedy called au-

tism a “disease” and “an epidemic,” 

caused by “an environmental toxin.”

“Our community in general is 

disappointed in how he portrayed 

individuals with autism,” said Bran-

di Coon, co-founder of the Raising 

Voices Coalition, which supports in-

Phoenix business leaders try to 

understand scope of Trump tariff s

By Brent Ruff ner

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The threat of tariff s is creating market confusion 

and uncertainty for one multifamily developer 

in the Valley.

Gorman and Co. Inc. is waiting to hear what the 

tariff s are actually going be on which products to 

determine what, exactly, the impacts will be to the 

business, said Brian Swanton, president and CEO 

of Gorman and Co. Inc.

Rows of homes in the middle-class neigh-

borhood of Glendale. The threat of tariff s is 

creating market confusion and uncertainty for 

one multifamily developer in the Valley. (The 

Associated Press/Dario Lopez-Mills) 

• See Tariff s on page 12
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Home prices  
impacting 
DVUSD  

enrollment  
decline

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Deer Valley Unified School Dis-
trict started classes July 31 and the 
42-school district is sure of one thing: 
enrollment figures to be down.

District administrators are antici-
pating a decline of 900 students from 
one year ago.

A number of contributing fac-
tors are among those 
analyzed in a de-
mographic and en-
rollment report from 
Phoenix consulting 
firm Applied Eco-
nomics that issued its 
findings in October 
2024. The lack of af-

fordable housing for young families 
within the district’s boundaries is one 
of the factors cited.

While the district population fig-
ures to get a major boost over the 
coming years with housing growth 

INDEPENDENT
Glendale

Sports
Playoff snub fuels 
Skyhawks for 
much tougher 
schedule; 10

Community
City Council 
suggests age limits  
for e-bikes, 
e-scooters; 2

• See Enrollment on page 23

Future facility in 
city aims to help sex  

trafficking victims
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Brian and Skye Steele dreamed of 
a singularly dedicated medical and 
therapeutic campus for Where Hope 
Lives for many years.

They co-founded the nonprofit 
is part of City Help Inc. of Phoenix 
(Phoenix Dream Center). Where 

Groundbreaking campus for trafficking Groundbreaking campus for trafficking 
survivors planned for Glendalesurvivors planned for Glendale

From left, Brian D. Steele, CEO of Where Hope Lives, Jeff Gottfurcht, co-founder and CEO of Cyber Dive, 
and Derek Jackson, co-founder and COO of Cyber Dive, pose for a photograph. On July 31, Where Hope 
Lives and Cyber Dive announced a partnership to build the nation’s first tech-integrated recovery hospi-
tal for survivors of child and young adult trafficking in Glendale. (Submitted)

Christy Walker

• See Campus on page 14

A rendering of the nation’s first tech-integrated recovery hospital for survivors of child and young adult trafficking, to be built in Glendale. (Submitted)
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By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Northern Glendale Councilmem-
bers Ray Malnar and Lauren Tolma-
choff see electric scooters and bikes 
zipping by their neighborhood and hear 
about their dangers from constituents.

In southern Glendale, Councilmem-
ber Leandro Baldenegro sees a large 
number of students ride their e-bikes 
to Glendale American School, where 
he works. And Councilmember Lupe 
Coachas had to brake when a kid on an 
e-bike cut in front of him on Maryland 
Avenue before they blew through the 
stop sign.

Glendale does not have an ordi-
nance to deal specifically with e-bikes 
and e-scooters, other than a regulation 
already prohibiting the use of electric 
bicycles and scooters in parks.

Council and staff laid the ground-
work for an ordinance during a work-
shop discussion Aug. 12.

“It’s just a matter of time, in my 
mind, before tragedy strikes and some-
body gets seriously hurt,” said Deputy 
City Manager Rick St. John.

An Aug. 1 colliision between a pick-
up and a 13-year old Mountain Ridge 
freshman riding an e-bike to school 
nearly turned tragic.

St. John said he was told the e-bike 
was not a contributing factor. In that 
wreck, it was just inattention from both 
parties.

“As I understand, he was going the 
same direction as traffic. Both had 
stopped for a red light. And when the 
light turned green for 67th Avenue, 
both vehicles went — the bike to cross 

the street and the truck to turn right,” 
St. John said.

Tolmachoff has heard from many 
constituents worried their child would 
be hurt riding a scooter — or that they 
would get hit darting around in traffic 
— and these calls came before the ac-
cident.

E-scooter and e-bike use escalated 
north of Loop 101, and just south of it, 
in the past year.

“It’s a big problem in Arrowhead 
Ranch. I know it’s a big problem in north 
Phoenix and north Peoria because I talk 
to Ann O’Brien, whose district is to the 
east, and Peoria leaders. We’re dealing 
with the same thing,” Tolmachoff said 
after Tuesday’s council meeting. “Ob-
viously, you can’t just snap your fingers 

and have an ordinance.”
Phoenix recently adopted an elec-

tronic bike ordinance.
Electric bicycles are defined by state 

law as having fully operable pedals and 
an electric motor of less than 750 watts. 
The bikes are broken into three classes.

Electric scooters have two or three 
wheels, handlebars and a floorboard. 
They are powered by an electric motor 
with a maximum speed of 20 mph.

Meanwhile, motor driven cycles do 
not have pedals and are governed by the 
same laws as standard motorcycles.

The fastest electric bikes are limited 
to 28 mph.

“Basically, they are restricted to 

COMMUNITY NEWS
IN BRIEF ORDINANCE

ELECTION 

Goree announces 2026 
council seat bid in 
Ocotillo District

Rory Goree announced his 
candidacy for the Glendale City 
Council seat in the Ocotillo 
District during a Aug. 14 event 
at Bitzee Mama’s restaurant.

The Ocotillo District in-
cludes downtown Glendale and 
stretches west to 75th Avenue 
between Glendale Avenue and 
Bethany Home Road, and to 
67th Avenue from Bethany 
Home south to Camelback 
Road.

Current council member 
Leandro Baldenegro has not 
announced his intentions for the 
2026 election, which will be on 
Aug. 4.

PROMOTION 

Glendale hires new  
deputy city manager  
Adkins

Glendale announced Thomas 
Adkins as the new deputy city 
manager on Aug. 11. His first day 
in the city was Aug. 25.

He replaces 
Brent Stoddard, 
hired by Mesa as 
an assistant city 
manager in July.

Adkins has de-
cades of experience 
working in public 

policy at the local, regional, state 
and federal level, as well as in cri-
sis communications, community 
relations and legislative advocacy.

• See Scooters on page 12

Multiple e-scooters block a sidewalk on the southeast corner of Second Street and McKinley Street on 
Oct. 30, 2023. (Cronkite News/Alyssa Bickle)

City Council considers age limits  
for e-bikes, e-scooters

Thomas Adkins

• See Adkins on page 12
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Act Now! Early Bird Tickets Start at $100!

Visit LiveWellConference.org

Keynote Speaker

Arthur C. Brooks

Harvard Professor and
Best-selling Author

“Build the Life You Want: The Art and 
Science of Getting Happier” & “From 
Strength to Strength”.

Morning Keynote

Maddy Dychtwald

Co-founder of Age Wave, 
Best-selling Author, and 
Global Futurist

Join us for a premier event featuring workshops and 
panels on physical health, cognitive health, aging 
with purpose, and social and emotional wellbeing to 
provide you resources and connections to help live 
healthier and happier for longer.

Inspire Longevity for Life

Register by August 31st for 
Special Early Bird Pricing

November 13 - 14, 2025

Midwestern University
Glendale, AZ

In Partnership With:
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

In a coordinated leadership tran-
sition plan, the Glendale Chamber 
of Commerce Board of Directors 
announced July 31 that Lisa Baker 
of Russ Lyon Sotheby’s Internation-
al Realty will step away from board 
duties and serve as interim president 
and CEO of the Glendale Chamber 
of Commerce.

This interim appointment ensures 
organizational stability and contin-
ued forward momentum while Wa-
verly Partners, a national executive 
search firm, actively recruits for the 
chamber’s next full time president 
and CEO.

“I am honored to serve the Glen-
dale Chamber in this transitional 
role,” Baker stated in the press release. 
“I’m committed to working alongside 
our talented team and devoted oard 
to ensure a seamless transition and 
continued excellence in service to our 
members.”

The Glendale Independent caught 
up with Baker for a question and an-
swer session:

Name: Lisa Baker
Occupation: Global Real Estate 

Advisor with Russ Lyon Sotheby’s 
International Realty and Interim 
President & CEO of the Glendale 
Chamber of Commerce

What made you choose this line 
of work and why is it important 
or interesting to you?: Real estate 
transactions typically occur as a result 
of a life change. It could be a change 
in employment, like a new job or re-

tirement, or a change in household 
size needs, like upsizing or downsiz-
ing. I love helping people navigate 
through those changes and the chal-
lenges from a housing perspective. It 
is very rewarding to assist someone 
with a milestone in their life or guide 
them through a stressful transition 
or change, so they can move on to 
whatever is next for them. There is an 
absolute joy in working through that 
process with someone and being able 
to bring a successful conclusion. 

What do you like most about 
what you do, both working as a 
Realtor and promoting the Glen-
dale Chamber of Commerce? I love 
finding solutions and making connec-
tions, and those are both key aspects 
of my work in real estate and with the 
chamber. 

When did your job bring you in 
contact with the chamber, and how 
did your work benefit from cham-
ber membership? It was June of 
2017, and it actually wasn’t through 

my job. I had just been appointed 
to serve on a committee for the city 
of Glendale and was waiting for the 
first meeting to start. I was talking 
to the person sitting next to me, and 
she suggested I look into joining the 
Glendale Chamber of Commerce. 
She offered to make an introduction 
and asked me for a card. I met with 
the chamber staff and joined imme-
diately. I’ve been involved in the 
chamber ever since, and that person 
has also become one of my dearest 
friends. 

Why did you decide to be a can-
didate for the interim CEO role at 
this point? As a member of the board 
of directors, I understood firsthand 
the challenges we faced in identi-
fying a suitable interim CEO. It is a 
temporary position, and candidates 
typically seek permanent employ-
ment. Consultants we explored were 
often already deeply engaged in their 
own businesses and unable to commit 
the time required for an interim role. 
We also hoped to find someone with 
knowledge of the chamber, or cham-
bers in general, to ensure continui-
ty during this important transition. 
Recognizing these obstacles, I began 
considering an alternative approach. 
We have fantastic agents and support 
staff at our brokerage, and I explored 
ways to leverage those assets so I 
could provide the chamber with the 
support it needs at this critical time. 
This organization means a great deal 
to me, and I felt a strong responsibil-
ity to step forward and do whatever I 

Meet Your Businesswoman: Glendale 
chamber interim CEO Lisa Baker

BUSINESS
IN BRIEF Q & A

MALL 

Ricemill opens in 
Arrowhead, Pickleman’s 
coming soon

Ricemill opened its second 
Arizona location at Arrowhead 
Towne Center in Glendale Aug. 
23.

It is on the second floor food 
court.

The Arrowhead location will 
operate from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday.

Pickleman’s will make its 
debut in Arizona later this fall in 
the mall.

The restaurant will offer pick-
les, naturally, and is also known 
for its sandwiches, tavern-style 
pizzas, salads, macaroni bowls, 
soups and made-from-scratch 
cookies.

“Their high-quality ingredi-
ents, modern vibe, and commit-
ment to community align per-
fectly with our vision for offering 
unique and delicious dining 
experiences to our shoppers,” 
stated Gabrielle Ochoa, general 
manager at Arrowhead Towne 
Center, in a press release.

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

County indicts Glendale 
iSold it on eBay operators 
for multiple

Arizona Attorney General 
Kris Mayes announced Aug. 20 
that a Maricopa County Grand 
Jury has indicted the entity 
‘iSold It on eBay’ in Glendale.

Charles Hudson Jr., Charles 

• See Baker on page 5

Lisa Baker (Glendale Chamber of Commerce)

• See Indicts on page 5



Hudson Sr., Sherry Hudson, and 
Carlos Flores, as well as 24 known al-
leged “boosters,” were indicted after 
a multi-year investigation conducted 
by the United States Department of 
Homeland Security.

The alleged iSold It ring mem-
bers were indicted for organized re-

tail theft, trafficking stolen property, 
fraudulent schemes and artifices of 
$10,000 or more, illegally conducting 
an enterprise, and conspiracy.

From 2018 to 2024, iSold It is al-
leged to have made more than $2 mil-
lion from the sale of previously stolen 
property.

During a search of the business 
and property associated to iSold It, 
investigators recovered more than 
$200,000 in Blu-Ray and DVDs.

Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am - 2:00 pm 

www.TheLinksGrill.com
18823 N Country Club Pkwy • Peoria

Winner for both
Best Family Restaurant 

and Caterer

Looking for a NEW Breakfast 
spot, in the Arrowhead area?

We have a Full Breakfast Menu including Skillets, 
Eggs Benedict, Praline French Toast,
Breakfast Burritos and much more.

Beautiful setting overlooking the Vistas Golf Course in Westbrook Village. 

BUY ONE BREAKFAST
GET ONE FREE!

Mon-Fri Only 8am- 11am
August 15th-September 14th

BUY ONE BREAKFAST

August 15

Established since 2010Established since 2010

2024

WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

YourValley.net

could to support both the staff and 
our members.

What do you think will be the 
most challenging aspect of your 
job, particularly with the turn-
over at the Glendale Chamber’s 
CEO role in the past two years? 
The recent turnover in the CEO role 
has naturally raised questions about 
stability, and I see that as both the 
challenge and the opportunity of 
this position. The most recent CEO 
served for only a year, which is not 
long enough to create a lasting im-
pact. Before that, our previous CEO 
led for more than a decade, and the 
stability he provided became the 
foundation on which the chamber 
still operates today. As interim CEO, 
the most significant challenge will be 
ensuring that our members, partners, 
and the broader community remain 
confident in the chamber’s direction 
during this transition. My focus will 
be on strengthening engagement, 
communicating transparently, and 
reinforcing that the chamber is not 
defined by one individual but by the 
collective strength of our team, our 
members, and our mission. If we can 
sustain that confidence and demon-
strate momentum, I believe we 
won’t just weather this change; we’ll 

emerge stronger, better aligned, and 
ready to grow.

People who inspired me (and 
how)? My parents. They instilled in 
me a sense of responsibility to step 
up and be part of the solution when-
ever possible, and to not back away 
from a challenging situation. My hus-
band inspires me every day with his 
enthusiasm, boundless support, and 
encouragement. The chamber board 
members who have put their trust in 
me and the chamber members who 
love the chamber and can’t wait to 
see what’s next for the organization 
and be a part of it are also an incredi-
ble source of inspiration. 

What is one thing you want pro-
spective members and new busi-
nesses in Glendale to know about 
the chamber? I want prospective 
members and new businesses to know 
that the Glendale Chamber of Com-
merce is the largest business organi-
zation in the West Valley, driven by 
our core principles of business con-
nection, community impact and eco-
nomic prosperity. We’re here to help 
you grow and to strengthen our entire 
community.

What is your advice to today’s 
youth?: There are countless ways 
to contribute through organizations, 
clubs, or your local municipality. 
Find your passion, get involved, and 
show up. You never know where an 
opportunity will take you!

BUSINESS NEWS
Baker
• From page 4

Indicts
• From page 4
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NOW OPEN
Courtesy Escapology

Escapology, a national escape room 
venue, opened its 100th location Aug, 
11 at 9950 W. Glendale Ave. The 
2,900-square-foot space features sev-
en live interactive experiences played 
in private groups of up to eight people. 
Participants in the 60-minute adven-
tures will solve puzzles, open locks and 
discover secret rooms while trying to 
escape.

The B. W. Bakery, better known 
as Baker Wee in Phoenix, featuring its 
custom cakes and neighborhood roots, 
is celebrating 30 years of serving the 
Valley with the opening of its second 

location at Arrowhead Towne Center. 
The new storefront quietly opened in 
June on the ground floor of the mall’s 
center court near the Apple Store and 
Victoria’s Secret. It features a curated 
menu.

This summer Revitalize Your Glow 
Medspa opened at 6630 W. Cactus 
Road, Suite B-107. The store offers 
non-surgical body contouring treat-
ments, Radio Frequency skin tighten-
ing, CoolSculpting ad HydraFacials.

This spring, Bunzee Burgers & 
Wings opened at 8024 N. 51st Ave. 
The restaurant offers burgers, wings, 
wraps and Halal food.

OPENING SOON
The Sandwich Shop is coming to 

Glendale. From 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 13 the shop will celebrate its 
grand opening at 17045 N. 59th Ave., 
Suite 106. Enjoy Hawaiian malasadas 
and cheesecake samples, pin and cup 
giveaways ad a raffle.

REMODELING
The newly renovated and expand-

ed flagship location of Hot Topic in 
Arrowhead Towne Center doubles 
the footprint of its previous location 
and stand as their largest store in Ar-
izona. Hot Topic is located on the up-
per level near the food court. The store 
celebrated its reopening Aug. 2-3.

CLOSED
Due to ongoing gaps in reimburse-

ment from Arizona’s Medicaid pro-
gram, AHCCCS, Jewish Family & 
Children’s Service had to make dif-
ficult decisions. To continue to offer 
services, JFCS had to close its Glendale 
health center, at 5701 W. Talavi Blvd., 
Suite 180, and cut several behavioral 
health and administrative positions.

BUSINESS MOVES

Glendale
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© 2024 City of Hope

HOPE IS
the brightest minds in medicine, 
focused on your cancer diagnosis. 
City of Hope® is one of the largest and most advanced cancer research and treatment 
organizations in the United States. With an independent, National Cancer Institute-
designated comprehensive cancer center that is ranked top 5 in the nation for cancer care 
by U.S. News & World Report at our core, we turn hope into reality by providing world-class 
treatments for all stages and types of cancer. 

The experts at the Gastrointestinal (GI) Cancer Center at City of Hope Phoenix treat all 
gastrointestinal-related cancers, including colorectal, liver, pancreatic and stomach 
cancers, as well as neuroendocrine tumors. Our GI Cancer Center team is dedicated 
to treating patients with new and innovative cancer treatment options for diagnostic 
and surgical needs, using evidence-informed supportive care services to address 
gastrointestinal cancer symptoms and treatment side e� ects — all under one roof. 

Learn more at 
cityofhope.org/phoenix
by scanning the QR code 
or call 855.622.HOPE
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PUBLIC BOND MEETINGS

SCAN FOR MORE INFORMATION

Learn more about the
2025 Special Bond Election at

www.GlendaleAZ.gov/Bond2025

Join us to learn more and have your questions answered!

Meetings Streaming Live
on Facebook & YouTube

THURSDAY  /  SEPTEMBER 25  /  6:30-7:30pm
Civic Center - Topaz/Onyx Ballrooms 
5750 W. Glenn Dr, Glendale, AZ 85301

TUESDAY  /  SEPTEMBER 30  /  6:30-7:30pm
Foothills Recreation & Aquatics Center - Coyote Room
5600 W. Union Hills Dr, Glendale, AZ 85308

THURSDAY  /  OCTOBER 2  /  6:30-7:30pm
Glendale Main Library - Auditorium
5959 W. Brown St, Glendale, AZ 85302

EDUCATION
DEER VALLEY

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Deer Valley Unified School 
District and its governing board is a 
month into the 2025-26 academic 
year.

Two board meetings are already 
down this school year. The next 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 9. Meetings take place in 
person in the DVUSD Governing 
Board Room, 20402 N. 15th Ave., 
Phoenix, and are also streamed live 
on the district’s YouTube channel.

In addition to open meetings, 

This image from the district’s YouTube channel shows most of the Deer Valley Unified School District governing board meeting on May 13, 2025. (Via YouTube)

DVUSD board frequently meets in executive session

• See Board on page 9



SCHOOL NOTES
SCHOLARS 

Glendale residents earn 
degrees, president’s list 
recognition

The following college students 
from Glendale recently earned 
academic honors:

• Jonathon Barron was named 
to the spring 2025 President’s List 
at Muskingum University in New 
Concord, Ohio. Students must 
earn a term GPA of 3.90 or above 
on a minimum of 12 completed 
semester hours.

• Sofia LaBrozzi graduated from 
the University of Jamestown at the 
end of the spring 2025 semester. 
LaBrozzi earned a bachelor of arts 
in psychology.

• Randall Lester earned a spot 
on the spring 2025 president’s list 

at Norwich University in North-
field, Vermont, after achieving a 
semester grade point average of 
4.0.

• David Bird and Nathan Bar-
ron were named to the dean’s list 
from spring semester 2025 at the 
University of Alabama in Tusca-
loosa.

• Krisil Hightower, studying for 
her agricultural business certifi-
cate, earned a spot on the spring 
2025 dean’s list at the University 
of Minnesota-Crookston.

• Abby C. Wilkes earned a 
degree from Clark University in 
Worcester, Mass. Wilkes grad-
uated summa cum laude with a 
bachelor of arts degree, and with 
high honors in sociology and was 
a member of the Phi Beta Kappa 
honor society.

which generally take place every 
two weeks from August through July 
(with exceptions) and are mandated 
by the state’s Open Meetings Law, 
throughout the academic year the 
governing board will periodically 
also meet in executive sessions.

The Arizona Legislature allows 
for executive sessions in numerous 
situations as outlined here. 

The closed-door meetings are pri-
vate to everyone except the public 
body hosting the meeting, legal offi-
cials, and any invited individuals.

From August 2024 through June 
2025, the Deer Valley Unified gov-
erning board met in executive ses-
sion 19 times, according to the dis-
trict’s public record of meetings.

Stated reasons for the executive 
sessions ranged from the board’s 
discussion or consultation for legal 

advice with attorneys regarding the 
superintendent contract to discus-
sion or consultation for legal advice 
regarding complaints against district 
personnel to a review of a teach-
er’s decision to promote a pupil to a 
grade or retain a pupil in a grade, for 
instance.

Promotion, demotion, dismissal, 
salaries, or disciplining or resigna-
tion of a public officer, appointee 
or employee of any public body are 
also protected under executive ses-
sions.

The Deer Valley Unified govern-
ing board met in executive session 
11 times during the 2023-24 school 
year; 14 times during the 2022-23 
school year; and 26 times during the 
2021-22 school year.

Please send your comments about 
this article to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. 
We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Board
• From page 8
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Call Today For Your Free Consultation
No legal advice given – Not a law � rm

Located At 99th Ave & Bell Road      561-2323(623)
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FOR YOUR NEXT CHAPTER
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WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

It is such an anomaly — a 9-1 team 
missing a 16-team playoff bracket — 
that Deer Valley Coach Dan Friedman 
still hears from coaching peers about it 
more than nine months later.

Around the time the calendar flipped 
to 2025, it no longer mattered. Not quite 
half of the 2024 team was returning, de-
termined to find a way to game 11.

Deer Valley was held up as the case 
study for a 24-team bracket in the 58-
team 4A Conference. The irony is, the 
Skyhawks will have to make the ex-
panded playoffs with a much less ex-
perienced team playing a far tougher 
schedule.

“The returning kids took it really 
hard and worked their tails off,” Fried-
man said. “My message to the kids was 
to focus on the now.”

Suffice to say, this small senior class 
of 13 players did not lack motivation.

In case the returning players needed 
something else to point to, there’s the 

mid-summer transfer of senior defen-
sive end/tight end Carter Guggenberg-

er to week one opponent Peoria. The 
6-3, 245-pound end had 3.5 sacks and 
three fumble recoveries last year.

“We have this fire in us right now. 
We just want to get back to it and, 
honestly, punish every team that’s 
against us,” senior defensive end Will 
Simpson said.

Deer Valley benefited from the high 
school transfer game, too.

Junior linebackers Reven Simmons 
(Betty Fairfax) and Cash Smith (Lib-
erty) come from programs on the op-
posite sides of the success spectrum. 
But both are having an impact at a spot 
where the Skyhawks have some expe-
rience, but could use some more size.

“Everyone is raising their level be-
cause of what they bring to the mix,” 
Friedman said.

When they are eligible, it will bol-
ster a unit led by senior Rylan Barnes 
and junior Bryson Keith.

Keith also will  pick up carries as a 
backup running back.

Senior running back Adan San-
chez bided his time, gaining 390 yards 
on just 54 carries backing up Marcus 
Johnson last year.

“We saw a lot of good things from 
him as a sophomore. He played really 
well last year. He’s got great vision,” 
Friedman said.

SEASON PREVIEW

• See DV on page 11

Deer Valley junior receiver Coleston Paxton turns 
and faces the defense after securing a catch Oct. 
11, 2024 against Washington. The Skyhawks’ 
leading receiver returns for the 2025 season. 
(Independent Newsmedia/Courtesy Ed Russell)

Playoff snub fuels Skyhawks for very different 2025 season

18424 N. 51st Ave., Glendale

2024 record: 9-1
Playoffs: Did not qualify
Region: 4A West Valley
Coach: Dan Friedman (8th year)

Deer Valley Skyhawks

DEER VALLEY  
SKYHAWKS
OFFENSE: Spread
DEFENSE: 3-3-5
KEY RETURNEES: Coleston Paxton, 
Sr., WR/DB; Brody Keith, Sr., WR/DB; 
Alex Jimenez, Sr., OL/DL; William 
Simpson, Sr., DE; Rylan Barnes, 
Sr., LB; Bryson Keith, Jr., LB/RB; 
Nathaniel Cervantes, Sr., CB/WR.
TOP NEWCOMERS: Simon Gon-
zales, Sr., S; Cash Smith, Jr., LB, 
(transfer-Liberty).
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Green Muscle was founded on the simple belief to 
treat our customers right and always have their best 
interests at heart. We provide solar solutions with 
a Project Manager, not a high pressure sales rep. 
Reach out to us for a no pressure quote.

NEW LASER & OZONE TREATMENT!

Hard to Treat
Toenails?
Board-certified physicians can
treat your fungus, discoloration,
and painful toenails with
no oral medication!

WE
ACCEPT

MEDICARE

BEFORE AFTER

Foot & Ankle
Specialists of
Arizona

T: 623.544.9090 | footandanklearizona.com

CALL OR COME SEE US AT THE
FOLLOWING LOCATIONS

SUN CITY WEST 13949 W Meeker Blvd. Ste. B
Sun City West, AZ 85375
SUN CITY 10615 W Thunderbird Blvd. #C150
Sun City, AZ 85351
GLENDALE 18301 N 79th Ave. Bldg F #168
Glendale, AZ 85308
  

Sanchez joins third-year starting 
receivers Coleston Paxton and Brody 
Keith in a productive trio of weapons. 
Paxton finished 2024 with 38 catches 
for 542 yards. 

Sophomore receiver/defensive back 
Baxter Floyd impressed Simpson, as 
did sophomore center Kolton Brenden.

“Those two have really made a big 
impact on our scout team and are trying 
to get a starting spot,” Simpson said.

New quarterback Gavin Youngker 
got into four games last year as Tyler 
LeBaron’s backup.

At 5-8, 135 pounds, Youngker will 
need a bit more protection than the 
average junior quarterback. But he has 
learned through this program since be-
fore he started class at Deer Valley.

“Since we came in our freshman 
year, Gavin’s always been around. 
He was coming to the high school 
and practicing with us. We’ve always 
had that connection with Gavin. We 
can trust him and he can trust us,” 
Paxton said.

Though the starting offensive line 
is all new other than Alex Jimenez 
and smaller with Peyton Clemens 
and Dillon Buss graduated, Friedman 
said he has faith in this group and as-
sistant Seth Olsen’s ability to mold 
a line. Junior guard Hudson Yakesh 
started a couple games in 2024 as an 
injury replacement.

Senior twin brothers Anthony and 
Julius Wald worked out all summer and 
improved their skills — they’re the big-
gest offensive linemen on the team.

Simpson and senior defensive line-
man Brian Story are two team leaders 
in the front wall.

Senior cornerback Nate Cervantes 
got better as last season went on and is 
the centerpiece of the secondary.

“Brody Keith has a big role on this 
team,” Paxton said. “Nate Cervant-

es is always on us about giving effort. 
He’s always wanting to work.”

Three years after older brother 
Rudy transferred to Cactus and start-
ed for the Cobras in the 2022 5A title 
game, Sergio and Simon Gonzales are 
putting on the pads for the first time in 
high school. As the season nears, Ser-
gio is playing cornerback and Simon is 
playing safety.

“They add to the athleticism and 
competition level,” Friedman said.

Schedule strength will not keep the 
Skyhawks out of the playoffs in 2025. 
Deer Valley picked up 4A title contend-
er Peoria, 5A district rival and 2024 
playoff team Goldwater and 4A playoff 
teams Arcadia and Thunderbird.

Then the Skyhawks added a road 
game at Scottsdale Chaparral, a 5A 
team that just dropped down from 6A. 
Moving to the West Valley Region 
means Buckeye and Youngker replace 
Alhambra and Maryvale.

One region rival remains. On Oct. 
16 Deer Valley travels to the southern 
tip of Goodyear to face a program that 
beat it for the last two region titles and 
that 4A playoff berth last year.

“One game that stands out to all of 
us is Estrella Foothills. That’s become 
our biggest rivalry,” Story said.

DV
• From page 10

SPORTS

2025 SCHEDULE 
Home games in caps 
Aug. 29 PEORIA
Sept. 5 GOLDWATER
Sept. 12 GREENWAY
Sept. 18 at Arcadia 
Sept. 26 at Thunderbird
Oct. 3 at Chaparral 
Oct. 10 LAKE HAVASU
Oct. 16 at Estrella Foothills
Oct. 24 at Buckeye
Oct. 30 YOUNGKER
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He will oversee the Intergovern-
mental Programs and Communica-
tions departments, which include in-
ternal and external communications, 
media relations, video production, 
website management, graphic design 
and special projects. 

He will provide direction to 
ensure programs meet the needs of 
the community and City Council’s 
goals.

Adkins most recently worked for 
the Arizona Board of Regents, where 
he managed crisis communications 
and community relations through 
high-profile challenges including 
the University of Arizona’s financial 
recovery.

PROMOTION 

Longtime city employee earns 
engineering services director

Glendale announced Djordje Pav-
lovic as the city’s new 
Engineering Services 
Director Aug. 13.

Pavlovic has been 
with the city for more 
than 10 years, serving 
in two instrumental 
roles – structural en-

gineer and building official. His first 
day in the new role was Aug. 25.
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roadways and designated bike lanes on 
roadways,” St. John said.

Bikes that go above 28 mph and 
have pedals are illegal. Malnar said he 
has witnessed some going 40 mph. St. 
John said in most cases families are 
removing a governor that limits the 
bike’s speed.

There is not one area of Malnar’s 
district between, roughly, Peoria Av-
enue and Bell Road, that has more is-
sues with e-bikes than another.

“I think it’s pretty pervasive,” Mal-
nar said.

The main discussion topic was 
whether to build age limits into the 
ordinance. Conchas said he has heard 
a lot from Cactus District residents, 
about the speed and sound of the bikes.

“I would also support that it be 
limited to people over the age of 16, 
or those with a valid permit or valid 
drivers license,” Conchas said. “I read 
recently about a tragic accident that 
happened in Pennsylvania where she 
lost control and ended up in the street 
and getting hit by a car. Their family 
is looking for legislation in their com-
munity to prevent that happening to 
anybody else.”

Malnar and Guzman said limiting 
the use of e-bikes and scooters to age 
16 and up was a bit aggressive. Mayor 
Jerry Weiers was along the same lines.

When prompted to come to a con-
sensus, Tolmachoff favored limiting 
electric scooters to age 12 and up and 
e-bikes to age 16 and, as does Con-
chas. Turner, and Guzman.

“If we set the minimum age to ride 
an electric scooter at 12 and electric 
bicycles at 16, I think we wouldn’t 
have an enforcement issue,” St. John 
said.

Weiers said he wanted to make 
sure all kids using these electric scoot-
ers and bikes are wearing helmets 
first and foremost, as did Turner and 
Tolmachoff. A robust education pro-
gram through schools and for adults in 
Glendale will be a key. Council came 
to consensus on a warning for a first 
offense before going to a civil citation. 
as well as 90-day window before the 
final ordinance is enforced.

“I think if a person is 16 years old, 
they should be held accountable, the 
same as an adult driving the car or a 
16-year-old with a license driving the 
car,” Weiers said.

He believes most current laws 
should cover this. St. John described 
most current laws on e-bikes as “min-
imalist.”

Another debate sprung up on 
whether scooters and e-bikes can be 
ridden on sidewalks or only in desig-
nated bike lanes and neighborhood 
streets.

“Riding some of these small scoot-
ers on roadways that are very bumpy 
is more dangerous than a sidewalk, 

and that causes me some concern,” 
Malnar said.

He said standard bicycles are al-
lowed on sidewalks, which is much 
safe than streets.

Turner and Tolmachoff disagreed 
because of the speed and size of 
e-bikes. Sidewalks in the Cactus Dis-
trict can be narrow and some of them 
end abruptly, Conchas said.

“We heard the word sidewalk as if 
they’re all the same, and I guarantee 
you they’re not,” Baldenegro said.

Allowing e-bikes on sidewalks 
along arterial roads might be feasible 
from an enforcement perspective, St. 
John said. Weiers suggested allowing 
scooters on sidewalks where the speed 
limit on the attached street is 25 mph 
or less. For streets with a higher speed 
limit they could only be on the road-
way in a bike lane. St. John suggested 
the restrictions would work better if 
it was sidewalks on roads with higher 
speeds and streets of slower neighbor-
hood roads.

Staff will now work with the city at-
torney’s office to draft a proposal for the 
ordinance. The main goal is safety for 
kids and safety for drivers watching for 
these kids on scooters, Malnar said. He 
also wants Glendale to allow room for 
agency and the need for an ability for 
parents to be to choose for their child.

“The ultimate goal is to have a little 
bit more mature riders on the e-bikes 
that have a better understanding of 
consequences,” Tolmachoff said.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Scooters
• From page 2

Djordje Pavlovic

Adkins
• From page 2
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Current, former Glendale residents 
sue city for panhandling ordinance

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

One current and two former Glen-
dale residents filed a lawsuit alleging  
the city’s panhandling bans violate 
their First Amendment rights to engage 
in constitutionally protected speech.

In this suit, announced July 30, these 
residents are seeking a preliminary in-
junction to stop Glendale from enforc-
ing the unconstitutional ordinances. 
They are represented by Public Justice, 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Arizona, and the First Amendment 
Clinic at Arizona State University San-
dra Day O’Connor College of Law.

Glendale passed the two ordi-
nances in October 2022, just months 
before it played host to Super Bowl 
LVII. The panhandling ordinance 
forbids people from asking for money, 
donations, or other items of value in 
public — including on public transit, 
at a bus stop, from someone in a car 
and several other places.

The street and median ordinance 
bans pedestrians on medians or in 
streets for any reason, including for the 
purpose of free speech and expression.

“The First Amendment protects 
speech from government regulation 
even, and especially, when that speech 
is disfavored or unpleasant,” stated 
Aaron Baumann, assistant teaching 
professor with the First Amendment 
Clinic at ASU’s Sandra Day O’Con-
nor College of Law, in a press release. 
“Glendale cannot prohibit certain 
messages — like a request for money 
— without a compelling reason, and 
its desire to eliminate the perceived 
‘blight’ of visible homelessness is far 
from sufficient.”

Glendale City Attorney Michael 
Bailey stated in an email that the city 
does not comment on pending litiga-
tion.

Plaintiffs in this suit are resident 
Amy Hughes, and former residents 
Denise Carr and Gabriel Gilbert.

COURT

IN BRIEF
SEPT. 6 & 13

Homecoming Closet
The Peoria North Rotary Club will open 

its Prom Closet doors on two Saturdays in 
September to assist young women looking 

for homecoming dresses in the coming 
months. Only dresses — and primarily short 

dresses — will be available. There is no 
charge and reservations are not required. 

Members of The Rotary Club of Peoria 
North and other Rotary volunteers will be 
on hand to assist shoppers. The event is 

open only to high school students, The club 
will lead its traditional Prom Closet March 

14-15 and March 21-22, 2026.

Glendale System of Care Campus 
7677 W. Bethany Home Road

9 a.m.-noon both days

SEPT. 19

Sister City Funding
The Glendale Sister City program is leading 

a fudraising event to build a strong youth 
program and make it possible to send high 
school students to youth diplomatic lead-
ership conferences starting in 2026. The 
event is a “Kick Off” to Oktoberfest to get 
the Oktoberfest season started featuring 
a 22-piece Bavarian Brass Band from our 

Sister City in Memmingen, Germany. Ticket 
price includes a German dinner buffet, a 

cash bar featuring German beer and wine, 
music and dancing. The evening will also 
include a 50/50 raffle and door prizes.

Glendale Civic Center
 5750 W. Glenn Drive

6 p.m.
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5880 W. Bell Rd. Glendale, AZ 85308 • 623-352-0098 • ejsauction.net

Featuring more than 100 bottles of single malt and blended whiskeys,
including sealed Pitch Nation Rebels & Jedi Bourbon Whiskey, Jameson
Triple Distilled Irish Whiskey, Remus Gatsby Reserve Straight Bourbon,

Garrison Bros Texas Straight Whiskey, Single Malt & Cask Whiskeys, and
other unique expressions.

Online Only Auction
Bidding Open Now!

Friday & Saturday, Sept. 5 & 6 at 12 pm

The Connoisseur’s Pour
Fine Whiskeys Charity Auction

Hope Lives provides trauma-in-
formed residential care and compre-
hensive therapeutic services to survi-
vors of sex trafficking.

When the Steeles found a tech-
nology partner that could handle 
the operation’s scale and could as-
sess and address the healing needs of 
trafficking victims in real time, the 
dream was real enough to announce 
the nation’s first hospital dedicated 
solely to trafficking victims. 

And the planned $60 million facili-
ty will be in Glendale.

“The decision to build in Glendale 
is both intentional and practical. First, 
this is property that we already own, 
which gives us the ability to move for-
ward without the delays or costs of ac-
quiring new land. It’s located in a safe 
community and neighborhood where 

we’ve had a long-term presence, and 
we’ve built very strong relationships 
with both city officials and the Glen-
dale Police Department — both have 
been long-standing supporters of our 
work with trafficking survivors,” Skye 
Steele stated via email.

Where Hope Lives announced the 
first tech-integrated recovery hospi-
tal for trafficking survivors, and part-
nership with Mesa-based technology 
company Cyber Dive on July 31. It is 
planned on 9 acres in Glendale. The 
nonprofit declined to identify any-
thing else about the location because 
of the nature of their patients’ trauma.

The unnamed $60 million recov-
ery campus will provide 170 beds 
— 120 for youth in intensive behav-
ioral health recovery and 50 for sur-
vivors with serious physical injuries or 
chronic conditions.

The three current Where Hope 
Lives facilities in the Valley are part 
of larger campuses. Right now, the 

nonprofit provides 148 total beds for 
children and young adults from ages 4 
to 26. Where Hope Lives serves be-
tween 250 and 300 victims each year.

“Each year the desire and the vision 
grows stronger in response to our ev-
er-growing waiting lists as awareness 
around the issue of human trafficking 
has grown nationally. Unfortunately 
specialized therapeutic services have 
not grown at the same pace leaving, 
thousands of children and young 
adults each year without adequate re-
sources to meet their healing needs,” 
Steele stated.

Cyber Dive launched in 2019 
with the debut of its Aqua One 
smart phone. It was not long before 
co-founder and CEO Jeff Gottfurcht 
met the Steeles.

The new company with a smart-
phone that allows parents to see and 
rewind everything that has been on 
their kid’s screen had a greater sense 
of purpose.

“It was so moving and so needed,” 
Gottfurcht said.

Most importantly, the phone gives 
victims — who in many cases are un-
derage and dealing with the trauma 
of sex trafficking — a way to connect 
with the world that is monitored, reg-
ulated to filter out adult content, and 
does not carry reminders of trauma on 
their old smartphone.

“Where Hope Lives started to buy 
our phones as part of their mission,” 
Gottfurcht said. “A lot of kids would 
turn away from treatment rather than 
give up their phones.”

In 20 years, Where Hope Lives has 
served more than 7,000 children and 
young adults recovering from traffick-
ing, the Steeles said. That experience 
shaped trauma-informed models like 
family systems healing and senso-
ry modulation therapies to address 
the deep neurological and emotional 
wounds survivors carry.

Campus
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

• See Hope on page 24
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Phone and Internet Discounts Available 
to CenturyLink Customer
The Arizona Corporation Commission designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
within its service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for residential voice 
lines are $18.47 per month and business services are 
$35.00 per month. Specific rates will be provided upon 
request.
CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline program, which 
makes residential telephone or qualifying broadband 
service more affordable to eligible low-income individuals 
and families. Eligible customers may qualify for Lifeline 
discounts of $5.25/month for voice or bundled voice service 
or $9.25/month for qualifying broadband or broadband 
bundles. Residents who live on federally recognized Tribal 
Lands may qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they 
participate in certain additional federal eligibility programs. 
The Lifeline discount is available for only one telephone or 
qualifying broadband service per household, which can be 
either a wireline or wireless service. Broadband speeds 
must be at least 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload to 
qualify. 
A household is defined as any individual or group of 
individuals who live together at the same address and 
share income and expenses. Services are not transferable, 
and only eligible consumers may enroll in these programs. 
Consumers who willfully make false statements to obtain 
these discounts can be punished by fine or imprisonment 
and can be barred from these programs.
If you live in a CenturyLink service area, visit 
https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/community/communi
ty-development/lifeline.html for additional information about 
applying for these programs or call 1-800-201-4099 with 
questions.

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Clearly, One Step Beyond Inc. 
and EōS Fitness will have to bump up 
projections for its fourth annual dance 
group fitness fundraiser in 2026.

The original goal was to raise $500 
Aug. 15 in the gym at 20255 N. 59th 
Ave., Glendale, based on last year’s 
number. 

Fitness instructor Jeff Lim led the 
fundraiser for the third straight year 
and said donors had doubled the goal 
before the class began.

The final tally is nearly $1,400 to 
be given to One Step Beyond, a non-
profit organization that provides ed-
ucational, vocational, recreation and 
performing arts programs for adults 
who have intellectual disabilities.

“Every year they get bigger and 

bigger, I think, because they realize 
how important One Step Beyond’s 
focus is. It allows people with disabil-
ities to be part of the community,” 
said Tamara Silva, One Step Beyond 
director of donor relations.

Other Valley Mixxed Fit instruc-
tors helped Lim run the class. Heath-
er Vazquez, EōS district group fitness 
manager, said Lim’s contacts with 
One Step Beyond got this fundraiser 
off the ground in 2023.

Mixxed Fit is a people-inspired 
dance movement that blurs the lines 
between fitness and dance, Vazquez 
said, and very big community based 
organization.

“I believe fitness is for everybody. 
They’re aligned with our goals and 
they’re aligned with my life mission,” 

NEIGHBORS
BENEFIT

Dancers take part in a Mixxed Fit class at EoS Fitness in North Glendale on Aug. 15. The fundraiser 
will provide $1,400 for One Step Beyond Inc. programs. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Fundraiser for 
One Step Beyond nearly  

triples goal

• See OSB on page 17
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For over 15 years we’ve built our practice with  
our patients’ health and comfort in mind!

13629 W. Camino del Sol 
Sun City West, Arizona

(623) 584-7874
veincarearizona.com

Accepting NEW Patients!
Call NOW for a FREE Screening

BETTER LEGS TODAY!
Accepting NEW Patients!

Call NOW for a FREE Screening

BETTER LEG HEALTH 
PROTECTING YOUR VEINS 

for HEALTHIER  LIVING!

13629 W Camino del Sol 
Sun City West, Arizona

(623) 584-7874
www.veincarearizona.com

Accepting NEW Patients!
Call Now for a FREE 

screening.

At Veincare of Arizona we intend to 
provide healthcare that improves 

the quality of our patient’s lives. For 
over 15 years, we have built our vein 

practice with our patients’ health 
and comfort in mind. Our entire 
team is committed to reducing 

the pain, discomfort and cosmetic 
issues associated with a number of 

venous conditions. We have modern 
treatments designed to be as painless 

and effective as possible.

Get personal treatment and real 
answers to your medical questions 
from a board certifi ed surgeon with 

an amazing team of experts.

BETTER LEGS TODAY!

For over 15 years we've built our  
practice with our patients’  

health and comfort in mind!

13629 W Camino del Sol
Sun City West, Arizona

(623) 584-7874
veincarearizona.com

Sundae Funday Sundae Funday 
Open HouseOpen House

Come join us and cool off!

Temple Beth Shalom 
of the West Valley
12202 N. 101st Ave., Sun City

Sunday, Sept. 14
2p.m. - 4p.m.

Make new friends. 
Learn about TBS. 

More information: 
623.977.3240

tbsaz.org

Lim said.
Lim typically teaches this class 

Tuesday nights at EōS Fitness’ gym 
at 5860 W. Thunderbird Road in 
Glendale. The gym further north in 
Glendale has a bigger room, making 
it ideal for the fundraiser.

A donation of $20 was required to 
gain a spot in the glow-themed dance 
workout.

“I love a good theme and also 
making it really fun and unique for 
our members is a way to give back to 
them for giving back to the communi-
ty,” Vazquez said.

The first two years were more 
standard.

Last year donations totaled a bit 
more than $500. Neon-adorned vol-
unteers kept the dark room alight 
while they volunteered.

“We’ve taken it to the next level 
tonight, making it glow and having 
flair. It’s grown to where people are 
looking forward to it every year,” 
Lim said.

Silva said it is one of the five to 
10 community fundraising events for 
One Step beyond in a typical year.

Silva said saw at least 10 OSBI 
members she knows taking part in the 
Aug. 15 fitness class.

“It’s super fun. The best thing 
about Jeff is he puts his own personal 
style on it and makes it super fun. It’s 

not going to the gym and getting on 
the elliptical. It’s fun, healthy and still 
a workout,” Silva said.

All money raised goes to One Step 
Beyond’s programs, and is distributed 
based on need in each program.

Employees and members en-
joy giving back to the community, 
Vazquez said.

“The services they provide that 
really speak to us are their fitness 
and their dance programs,” she 
said.“They have those classes at their 
facilities and a lot of the beneficiaries 
of their programs are members with 
EoS too. So the ties were already 
there.”

One Step Beyond has four loca-
tions in the Phoenix Metro area, in-
cluding Glendale, Peoria, Scottsdale 
and Surprise, as well as a location in 
San Carlos, California.

Programs include culinary train-
ing, performance and fine arts, recre-
ation health and fitness program, life 
skills, employment training, socializa-
tion and respite activities and family 
support.

“I think we’ve made our presence 
felt,” Silva said. 

“It’s really showing the partner-
ships we have with different business-
es. It shows they really support the 
community and individuals with in-
tellectual disabilities. They’re giving 
a voice for them and they’re making 
these companies role models for other 
companies to step up,” Silva said.

OSB
• From page 16

Dancers take part in a Mixxed Fit class at EoS Fitness in North Glendale on Aug. 15. (Independent 
Newsmedia/Richard Smith)
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More Laughs. More Living. Less Worry.
At Glencro	, we’ve redefined what senior living feels like.

SCHEDULE A TOUR | 623-847-3103 | GLENDALE, AZ | GLENCROFT.COM

RETIREMENT SHOULD FEEL LIKE A REWARD

THINGS TO DO

Luke Days announces 2026 air show dates
Popular event draws tens of 
thousands every other year

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The largest fighter wing in the U.S. Air Force will put 
on a show in 2026.

One of the Valley’s most popular events, Luke Days, 
has announced the days for the next air show, which will 
take place Saturday and Sunday, March 21-22. Luke is 
located seven miles west of the central business district of 
Glendale, and also borders Litchfield Park and Waddell.

Luke, which opened in 1941, is home to more than 
120 F-35A Lightning IIs and 20 F-16 Fighting Falcons.

Luke Days draws tens of thousands of enthusiasts ev-
ery other March to the two-day open house air show on 
the base.

WEST VALLEY

A U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning II assigned to the 56th Fighter Wing, Luke Air Force Base, performs a strafing run during Haboob 
Havoc on March 29, 2025, over Barry M. Goldwater Range. Haboob Havoc is a total force competition that provides a way for 
pilots to demonstrate their skills across a diverse range of aircraft while also testing their abilities in different mission sets such 
as dogfighting and gun runs. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Katelynn Jackson, courtesy Luke Air Force Base)

IF YOU GO
What: Luke Days 2026
When: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, March 
21-22
Where: Luke Air Force 
Base, 14185 W. Falcon St., 
Luke Air Force Base
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Homestand will 
close regular  

season before 
championship  

in Vegas
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Tickets are available now for 
when Arizona’s professional bull 
riding team, the Teton Ridge-
owned Arizona Ridge Riders, host 
their Glendale homestand in 2025.

The annual PBR Camping World 
Team Series transforms bull riding 
from an individual to team-format-
ted competition, Ridge Rider Days, 
at Desert Diamond Arena in West-
gate Oct. 10-12.

Ridge Rider Days will mark the 
final event of the PBR regular sea-
son before all 10 pro teams from 
around the country make their way 
to the championship in Las Vegas 
for the PBR Teams Championship 
Oct. 24-26.

In 2024 the Ridge Riders closed 
out the regular season dominating 
their homestand event, riding four 
of their five bulls on the final day 
to down the Missouri Thunder and 
finish 3-0 in Desert Diamond Are-
na.

Tickets for the 2025 three-day 
event are on sale now and range in 
price from $35 to $130. They are 
available at Ticketmaster.com and 
PBR.com, at the Desert Diamond 
Arena box office, or by calling 
1-800-732-1727.

PBR’s return to Glendale comes 
on the heels of a triumphant 2024 

for the Teams league.
Event attendance for the PBR 

Teams season increased 15% com-
pared to 2023, and several CBS 
Game of the Week broadcasts drew 
more than 2 million average viewers.

Visit arizonaridgeriders.com.

Have a sweet year! Join us for

High Holy Days ServicesHigh Holy Days Services
Temple Beth Shalom of the West Valley

12202 N. 101st Ave. in Sun City
Call the TBS office at 623.977.3240 Call the TBS office at 623.977.3240 to purchase to purchase 

non-member tickets at $250 each. non-member tickets at $250 each. 
Tickets are required for all services. Tickets are required for all services. 

Information: Templebethshalomaz@gmail.com or tbsaz.orgInformation: Templebethshalomaz@gmail.com or tbsaz.org

Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan

2025 Arizona 
Scenic Calendar

Pre-orders Available 
for Your 2026 Arizona 
Scenic Wall Calendars!

$5 ea. or Two for $8 or Five for $15!

 Makes a Nice Gift!

PLEASE ADD POSTAGE PRICES to your payment for mailed calendars
One Calendar…$3  •  Two…$5  •  Three…$7  •  Four…$12  •  Five…$15

Independent Newsmedia’s 2026 AZ Scenic Calendar Order Form

     Name _____________________________________________________________________

     Email or Ph.# ________________________________________________________________

     *Address ___________________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________        Number of Calendars ___________
                                             *Only if we are mailing your calendars

q Please mail my calendars         q I’ll pick mine up         q Yes, I have included my payment (including postage)

Return coupon and payment to: Independent Newsmedia • 17220 N. Boswell Blvd., Ste. 230, Sun City, AZ 85373

To order your calendar just fill out the coupon or call us 
at 623-972-6101 to place your order.

Jess Lockwood rides SweetPro’s Long John 
during a past Professional Bull Riders series 
stop in Kansas City, Missouri. (AP Photo/Colin 
E. Braley)

Tickets available for 2025 
Ridge Rider Days in Glendale

IF YOU GO
What: Ridge Rider Days
When: Oct. 10-12, 2025
Where: Desert Diamond Arena, 
9400 W. Maryland Ave., Glendale
Tickets: $35-$130, at Ticketmaster.
com, PBR.com, the Arena box office, 
or 1-800-732-1727

SPORTS
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Glendale councilman’s  
newsletter gives trove  
of information

I’m a longtime resident of Glen-
dale, and I want to share a great way 
to stay connected with our city. I 
live in the Cactus District and my 
Glendale City Council member Lupe 
Conchas puts out a free weekly news-
letter packed with useful information 
for the community.

Every week, Lupe highlights the 
work of Glendale Police and Glendale 
Fire departments, shares updates from 
all city departments, and includes 
news from our local school districts. 
He also spotlights small businesses, 
home repair resources, and other 
programs available to residents. Plus, 
you’ll find clear updates on city 
council meetings so you always know 
what’s happening at City Hall.

It’s an easy, reliable way to keep 
up with all the good things going on 
in Glendale. Go to GlendaleAZ.com/
Cactus and sign up, you won’t want 
to miss it.

Willard Watts
GLENDALE

Political opponents join  
to keep Peoria’s woman  
with her family

We don’t agree on much. In fact, 
we’ve often found ourselves on oppo-
site sides of the street — literally — at 
rallies and protests. But today, we 

stand together for one reason: to keep 
Kelly Yu in the United States with 
her family.

As GOP chair for LD29 and co-
chair of Northwest Valley Indivisible, 
we’ve faced each other in the Arizona 
heat, holding opposing signs at political 
events. We’ve debated fiercely on poli-
cy, values and the future of our coun-
try. Yet, when it comes to basic human 
decency, we find common ground.

Kelly Yu is a Peoria business owner, 
a mother and a valued member of our 
community. She fled China’s “one-
child policy” more than 20 years ago 
while pregnant with her daughter. 
Since then, she has built a life here in 
Arizona — raising her U.S. citizen 
daughter, contributing to our economy 

and living without a criminal record.
Recently, Kelly was detained during 

a routine check-in with Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement. Now she 
faces deportation. Her husband and 
daughter are devastated. They are 
running out of time.

This is not about politics. It’s about 
humanity, family and the values we 
share as Arizonans. Kelly has built a 
business, contributed to our commu-
nity, and harmed no one. Deporting 
her now serves no public good and 
inflicts lasting harm on her family.

We urge our elected officials — at 
every level and from both parties — to 
do everything in their power to prevent 

OPINION

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

LETTERS TO THE NEWSROOMTake the Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take 
the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on ci-
vility. Please include your name and 
phone number, so we can contact 
you for clarification or confirmation. 
We welcome your photo. All opin-
ions must be no more than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person 
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar 
month. Two submissions in the same 
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibili-
ty of the person who submitted it.
 

Speak Up 
    We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.
 

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

• See Letters on page 21

Lisa Everett ad Brent Peak
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Civility
Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues.

o Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the 
person. Refrain from demonizing others for their opinions. 
Assume those you disagree with are, like you, genuinely 
interested in improving the community.

o Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, 
name-calling, harassment and threats directed at another 
person — or that person’s race, gender, religion, ethnicity, 
etc. — have no place in civil discussions. Find ways to 
respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

o Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. 
Value honesty. Make only accurate statements when 
making your point and avoid exaggeration and stereotypes. 

When appropriate, cite your sources of information that 
others may question. 

o Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as 
opinions (not stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent 
the views of others or falsely claim your opinions represent 
someone else. If quoting the words of others, identify and 
credit the source.

o Listen and learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen 
to those we disagree with (as well as those we support) and 
be genuine in our attempts to understand their point of 
view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully seeking out views 
that don’t agree with your own.

o Look for common ground. When disagreeing with 
others, look for even small areas of agreement — which can 
be the gateway to working together for the greater good.

o Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether 
it involves your own information or those with whom you 
disagree. Revealing private information about someone 
else is rude, unethical, potentially harmful and, in many 
cases, illegal.

o Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online 
as well as in public and in your interaction with others. 
Encourage others to practice these civil behaviors. And it’s 
OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be courteous, 
respectful and helpful in your approach.

Kelly’s deportation.
We also ask you, the people of 

Arizona, to make your voice heard. 
Contact your U.S. senators, represen-
tatives and even the White House. 
Tell them Kelly Yu deserves to stay 
here, where she belongs.

When people who disagree as 
strongly as we do stand side by side 
for justice, it should send a message. 
Kelly Yu’s case is not partisan. It is 
personal. It is urgent. And it is the 
right thing to do.

Lisa Everett
Brent Peak

Editor’s note: Lisa Everett is chair 
of the Arizona LD29 Republicans and 
Brent Peak is co-chair of Northwest 
Valley Indivisible.

When success hurts: How  
Arizonans can help teens 
avoid burnout

Today’s teens are striving for 
excellence in a world that equates 
success with self-worth. And because 
of social media likes, college prep 
courses and packed resumes, many 
are silently suffering.

We’re seeing an alarming rise 
in burnout among high-achieving 

adolescents. Teens who have straight 
A’s and full schedules, who always 
push to do more, may “look fine” on 
the outside, but are actually likely 

battling exhaustion, 
anxiety and emotional 
shutdown. The pres-
sure to be perfect is 
leaving many teens 
quietly unraveling. 

Burnout isn’t just 
feeling tired after a long 

day; it’s a chronic condition marked 
by emotional, physical and mental 
exhaustion caused by prolonged 
stress. 

Burnout is hitting teens younger 
and harder than ever before.

Why teens burn out, especially  
in summer

Summer was once a time for teens 
to recharge. Today, it often brings: 

• Loss of routine creates instability 
for teens who thrive on structure.

• Increased screen time heightens 
exposure to cultural comparison and 
FOMO.

• Social shifts, like isolation from 
friends or changes in support systems.

• Excessive heat (especially here in 
Arizona) keeps teens indoors, limiting 
movement and compounding mood 
issues. 

It might look like your teen is simply 
sleeping in or just on the phone, but 
these behaviors may actually be signs 
of something deeper. 

7 signs your teen may be  
experiencing burnout

Here are early indicators of burnout 
parents and caregivers can watch for: 

• Chronic exhaustion, even with 
plenty of sleep

• Lack of motivation toward 
school, goals, or hobbies

• Withdrawal from friends, family 
or previously enjoyed activities

• Increased anxiety, perfectionism 
or emotional numbness

• Physical symptoms like frequent 
headaches or stomachaches

• Irritability or mood swings that 
feel out of character

• Difficulty concentrating or re-
membering things

How to respond if you’re  
concerned

If you suspect your teen is burning 
out, start by listening without judg-
ment. Many teens won’t speak up out 
of fear of letting someone they love 
down. Here’s how you can help your 
teen:

• Validate their experience. Let 
them know it’s OK to feel over-
whelmed.

• Encourage balance. Help them 
build a summer routine that includes 
rest, movement, creativity and con-
nection. 

• Limit screen time and encourage 
offline activities, even if it’s just a walk 
or making a meal together.

• Watch your language. Avoid 
praising productivity over well-being. 

Instead of using phrases like, “You’re so 
busy!” try, “You seem really thoughtful 
about how you spend your time.”

• Seek professional support. If burn-
out signs persist or worsen, don’t wait 
to reach out. Early intervention is key.

Nearly 75% of high school stu-
dents say they’re often or always 
stressed by schoolwork. And 1 in 3 
adolescents now meets the crite-
ria for an anxiety disorder. These 
numbers are likely underreported, 
especially among high-functioning 
teens who are less likely to ask for 
help, but it’s clear many teens are 
in the midst of a crisis. 

If you’re concerned about your 
child, you’re not alone. There is 
hope. I recommend reaching out 
to an organization that provides a 
safe, supportive environment where 
teens can reconnect with them-
selves and rebuild healthy relation-
ships with success, self-worth and 
stress.

Patrick Buehl
HORIZON RECOVERY

Editor’s note: Patrick Buehl is execu-
tive director at Horizon Recovery.

Letters
• From page 20

OPINION

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Buehl
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LIFE ON

Your
TERMS

20240 N 78TH AVE
GLENDALE, AZ 85308

INSPIRAARROWHEAD.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION
 CALL 

(623) 278-4949

OFFERING INDEPENDENT LIVING, ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

License #AL11082C

CALL TODAY
FOR OUR
MOVE-IN
OFFERS!

CALL • COMPARE • SAVE! • CALL • COMPARE • SAVE! • CALL • COMPARE • SAVE!

“Ask Today for  
Your Complimentary  
Analysis Review of

All Your Insurance Policies

AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  BUSINESS

Vote for us for Best  
Insurance Agency/Agent 
in the Best of Glendale!

David Mitchell, CPCU-CIC
MBA, MA.HR, SPHR, SCP in HR

Sarah Mitchell
Sales and Service 
Glendale Office Manager 

Trusted Choice
Pledge of Performance® www.idealins.com

7121 W. Bell Rd. Ste. 240 
Glendale, AZ 85308

602.938.7579

Vote for US!

BESTOF
2022

tarThe Glendale
VOTE NOW!

AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  BUSINESS

Vote for us for Best  
Insurance Agency/Agent 
in the Best of Glendale!

David Mitchell, CPCU-CIC
MBA, MA.HR, SPHR, SCP in HR

Sarah Mitchell
Sales and Service 
Glendale Office Manager 

Trusted Choice
Pledge of Performance® www.idealins.com

7121 W. Bell Rd. Ste. 240 
Glendale, AZ 85308

602.938.7579

Vote for US!

BESTOF
2022

tarThe Glendale
VOTE NOW!

14239 W Bell Rd #205
Surprise, AZ 85374

Please nominate
us for Best 

Insurance Agency!
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Personal and Commercial Insurance Agent
Glendale Office Manager

Preferred Broker for:
Auto Owners  • Safeco • Liberty Mutual

Nationwide • West Bend • Hartford • Met-Life
Travelers • CNA • Progressive • Foremost

GEICO • National General

At Ideal we don’t just quote a price, we also provide advice for know exposures . We do the shopping for you.

Sarah Mitchell
Glendale Office
Manager
sarah@idealins.com
7121 W. Bell Rd. Ste. 210
Glendale, AZ 85308
602-938-7579

Dave Mitchell
CPCU (Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter)

CIC (Certified Insurance Counselor)
AIC, MBA, MAHR, SHRM-SCP

dave@idealins.com
7121 W. Bell Rd. Ste. 210
Glendale, AZ 85308
602-938-7579

 WORKERS COMPENSATION • BONDS • BUSINESS • LIFE • DISABILITY • LONG TERM CARE • HOME • AUTO

Serving the West Valley since 1983 • www.idealins.com
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THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City • September 24, 2025 • Sundial Recreation Center 
Sun City West •  October 22, 2025 • SCW Foundation

Mesa • November 14, 2025 • Mesa Market Place Swap
Apache Junction • January 7, 2026 • Central Arizona College 

Chandler • February 24, 2026 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 26, 2026 • Westbrook Village

Hiring today can feel like a revolving door—especially with many job 
seekers prioritizing short-term perks over long-term commitment. If you’re 

looking for employees who value consistency, reliability, and community, 
our readers are exactly who you want to reach.

Advertising in our trusted publications puts your employment 
opportunities in front of motivated individuals who are looking to build 

lasting careers—not just chase the next offer.

Promote your employment opportunities where they’ll 
make an impact—right here in your local newspaper.

Email:  Azads@iniusa.org 

REACH RELIABLE
TALENT

HIRING SUCCESS!

INDEPENDENT
Glendale

FROM THE COVER

on the northern end of the its foot-
print in Phoenix, Peoria and Glendale 
where some estimates project an An-
them-sized population in the future, all 
those new homes and subdivisions may 
or may not solve the district enrollment 
downward trends.

If, that is, all that new housing is filled 
with owners who don’t have school-age 
children.

“Between 2000-01 and 2007-08, 
every grade experienced a high level 
of growth,” the report’s findings noted. 
“However, faster growth in 9-12 and 
slower growth in Kindergarten to sec-
ond grade (K-2) cohort reflects a shift 
in the housing market as rising values 
limited the supply of entry-level options 
for younger families.”

Christy Walker, board president of 
Phoenix Realtors, sees it regularly.

“Affordability is definitely impacting 
younger buyers,” she said.

Walker said first-time buyers are 
struggling to get into the market with-
out the assistance of their parents help-
ing with the first down payment. She 
further cites the latest Profile of Home 
Buyers and Sellers that shows first-time 
buyers decreased to 24% of the market 
share, down from 32% last year.

This year marks the lowest share of 
first-time buyers since the National As-
sociation of Realtors began collecting 
the data in 1981.

Walker sees a connection between 
enrollment decline in the Deer Valley 
Unified School District boundary and 
young buyers with school-aged kids 
being priced out of the market.

“With the median age of first-time 
buyers spiking to 38, it means fewer 
people are moving into homeownership 
with elementary kids,” she said. “Ad-
ditionally, 73% of recent home buyers 
did not have a child under the age of 18 
in their home, which is the highest per-
centage ever. We are watching statis-

tics closely on this because it drives the 
types of homes that will be in demand. 
If more people are choosing not to have 
children or waiting later in life to have 
children, then they are likely in a move-
up phase rather than a first-time buyer 
phase when they have kids in school.”

The majority of the in-district stu-
dents reside in the southwestern portion 
of the district (Arrowhead area), which 
is a well-established, primarily residen-
tial area. Large student concentrations 
also exist in new subdivisions east of 
Interstate 17 and north of Jomax Road, 
the Applied Economics report found.

“From the assessment I did recent-
ly, it appears that the majority of the 
ZIP codes within the Deer Valley dis-
trict have between 25-30% of house-
holds with children,” Walker said. “In 
looking at the age spread for the area, 
I typically see the highest population 
between 45-54 and 55-59 years of age. 
That leads me to believe most are likely 
to have high school-aged kids or empty 
nesters rather than families with young-
er children.”

Infrastructure on the Biscuit Flats/
North Park community — the largest 
area of the expected growth areas due to 
the $40 billion Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Co. fabrication campus 
in north Phoenix — is expected to get 
under way later this year.

While estimates say this area could 
bring upwards of 20,000 potential new 
units to the parcels south of Carefree 
Highway, west of Interstate 17, and 
north of State Route 303 – all served by 
Deer Valley Unified School District – 
it could be longer until residences start 
appearing. Walker notes that develop-
ment of the nearby technology park 
and surrounding sites zoned for office, 
retail and industrial are up first.

“There are a couple of subdivisions 
currently being developed in the area, 
but that’s because they were purchased 
years ago and the plans for the devel-
opment are finally coming to fruition at 
the right time,” she said.

Enrollment
• From page 1
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Free Estimates! • www.MakeMyDoor.com
9008 N. 99th Ave. • Sun City • 623-915-7777

99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only
Residential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORA

 Located In Sun City For Over 26 Years!

THE WEST VALLEY’S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM!

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY!

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other 
advertised offers. Prices subject to change after 9/30/25.

$100 OFF
Any Steel-backed Insulated 

16’ x 7’ Garage Door

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

$449NOW 
ONLY!

Garage Door Tune-Up
Tighten hinges, lube and/or adjust

door springs and opener.
Includes 16 point safety inspection.

Plus Tax &
Installation

Model 81600-7’ DC

$75
FALL SERVICE SPECIAL16 x 7 Garage Doors

$1899
Includes removing existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine 
with other advertised offers. Prices 

subject to change after 9/30/25.
Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other 

advertised offers. Prices subject to change after 9/30/25.
Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other 

advertised offers. Prices subject to change after 9/30/25.

Installed.
Plus tax.

Starting
at

The Glendale campus can be de-
signed around victims’ unique needs.

“It’s important to honor that hospi-
tals play a vital role — and always will 
— in treating the immediate physical 
injuries that trafficking survivors often 
face. But what’s missing in a traditional 
hospital setting is the long-term, behav-
ioral health environment where survi-
vors can stabilize emotionally, retrain 
their nervous systems, and begin to 
process trauma in a safe and consistent 
way,” Skye Steele stated.

Where Hope Lives combines a spe-
cialized approach with education, vo-
cational training, and digital safety skills 
to create an environment that improves 
patient care and prepares survivors for a 
healthy transition into society. 

This project has the potential to 
double the nonprofit’s occupancy and 

number of young people and children 
served each year.

“Right now, our services are spread 
across multiple sites, which can mean 
disruptions as young people move be-
tween campuses. By consolidating 
everything onto one campus, we cre-
ate a seamless experience where med-
ical care, trauma therapy, education, 
and residential support all happen in 
one safe and consistent environment,” 
Skye Steele stated. 

Cyber Dive’s Aqua X, a technolo-
gy system that gives clinical teams re-
al-time visibility into residents’ digital 
activity, will be the recovery campus’ 
dashboard. It can help to address online 
risk before it becomes a crisis.

Trafficking victims in recovery also 
will have access to tablets and TVs from 
Cyber Dive under the same dashboard.

“As the resident goes through each 
state of recovery the phone opens up to 
them,” Gottfurcht said.

Where Hope Lives is working with 

architects, engineers and its planning 
committee to determine the most re-
sponsible way to launch this project. 

Steeles said choosing Glendale made 
sense because the area provides nearby 
amenities, such as grocery stores, parks 
and employment.

“At the same time, it’s one of the 
safer areas in the Valley to host a be-
havioral health operation of this scale, 
which is essential when you’re caring 
for children and young adults who’ve 
endured significant trauma. So while 
trafficking is unfortunately an issue 
that touches every community, Glen-
dale offers us the right combination of 
safety, community support and practi-
cality to make this facility both secure 
and sustainable,” Skye Steele stated.

The Steeles said Cyber Dive also 
advanced the platform on which 
Where Hope Lives engages the 
for-profit and corporate communi-
ty seeking funding. Based on current 
projections, once the nonprofit raises 

about 10% of the total $60 million 
cost, it will have the sufficient resourc-
es to begin groundbreaking.

“There are other factors we’re 
watching closely — things like the 
economy, the cost of building mate-
rials, and permitting with various li-
censing entities. One way we’re being 
strategic is by looking at opportunities 
to save money through bulk purchasing 
of materials, which helps us steward ev-
ery donor dollar wisely,” Skye Steele 
stated. “So the milestone that allows us 
to officially break ground is in the range 
of about $6 million.”

Once ground breaks, Where Hope 
Lives expects the initial construction 
phase to run 24-30 months including 
commissioning and state licensing. The 
full campus buildout will be phased and 
aligns with the fundraising cadence — 
roughly 5–7 years end-to-end.

Projections are to have the first beds 
online in about two years; with the full 
build in multiple phases.

Hope
• From page 14
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  will not
knowingly accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. If you have
questions or doubts

about any ad on these
pages, we advise that
before responding or

sending money ahead of
time, you check with the
Better Business Bureau

at 877-291-6222 for
previous complaints.

Announcement

Join NOW!
AZ.ShipModelers.com

Our Club Meets 
on the 

Third Saturday 
of the Month!
 CALL Duane

623--826-3187

FFeeeelliinngg  AAlloonnee??
Appreciate a Dose of

Caring & Understanding?
""KKiinnddnneessss  CCaalllliinngg""
Offers Free Upbeat
Joyful Peace Filled

PHONE Chats to
Invigorate Our 

Daily Lives
Occasionally or weekly

Leave Voicemail 
(623) 329-8363

WWEELLCCOOMMEE!!

AC/Heating

Financing Available on 
ALL New Units

602-418-3790
Text for Immediate Response
Bonded/Insured
ROC #276614 / ROC #276616

24/724/7

ANYANY
EmergencyEmergency

RepairsRepairs

Senior
Discounts!

Gilley’s A/C
Service,
ANY Repairs,
Installs & Sales
FREE Estimates

TRANE Units
Now Available

Gilley's A/C
Service,  
ANY Repairs,  
Installs & Sales
FREE Estimates 

Financing Available  
on ALL New Units

602-418-3790
Text for Immediate Response

Bonded/Insured
ROC #276614/ROC#276616

$500 
OFF

When You 
Purchase 

a NEW 
Unit!

Gilley's A/C
Service,  
ANY Repairs,  
Installs & Sales
FREE Estimates 

Financing Available  
on ALL New Units

602-418-3790
Text for Immediate Response

Bonded/Insured
ROC #276614/ROC#276616

$500 
OFF

When You 
Purchase 

a NEW 
Unit!

623-999-8226
www.LevelUpHVAC.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
ROC# 328964

HEATING & COOLING
Residential • Commercial

Ask About Our  Ask About Our  
FREE Mini-SplitFREE Mini-Split
• Maintenance
• Service
• Repair & Installation

NEED A NEW SYSTEM?
Mention this ad for a 

5% DISCOUNT on Installs.
Veterans mention this ad for a 

10% DISCOUNT on Installs

TEMPERATURES ARE IN THE 100’S!TEMPERATURES ARE IN THE 100’S!  
Schedule Your SUMMER Tune Up TODAY!Schedule Your SUMMER Tune Up TODAY!

We Now Offer  Duct Cleaning  & Sanitation!

Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old Coatings

Serving the Valley Since 1987 
With No Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  
602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated
623-925-2424

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • License #300097

$200 Off 

A NEW 
DOOR

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Landscaping

Cleanups-Maintenance
Installation & Repairs
•Trees •Weeds •Lawn

Lighting•Hauling 
& Irrigation Services    

FIRST OPTION
LANDSCAPE

Free Quotes

LANDSCAPELANDSCAPELANDSCAPE

LANDSCAPING

ALL 
MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS 
ACCEPTED 

623-687-6312
www.fi rstoptionlandscape.com ROC#344171

JK Landscaping
Specializing in

Commercial-Residential
LLaannddssccaappee

MMaaiinntteennaannccee
FFrreeee    EEssttiimmaatteess  

In Business 40 years
Licensed and Insured

623--561--7871

AC/Heating
Landscaping

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $30
for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum 

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $30

for one column by two-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

See m�e Classified Ads from �ound the Valley - Online at iniusa.�g/classifieds

 To Advertise
CALL

623-972-6101

YOU 
CAN’T

AFFORD
 NOT 

TO

Landscaping
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Painting

TOP QUALITY
Int & Ext Painting
Company Operating for 30 Years

FREE ESTIMATES!
623-221-7911

Email: dino@dinospainting.com

Licensed / Bonded
Insured / #234028

We BeatWe Beat
Any LicensedAny Licensed

Contractor’s Price!Contractor’s Price!

Remodeling

• BATH • KITCHEN • PAINT • CABINETRY
• DRYWALL REPAIRS  • WALLPAPER & POPCORN REMOVAL

• FLOORING • WINDOWS • DOORS • CROWN-MOLDING
• TRIM WORK • BASEBOARDS & MORE!

CUSTOM INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR PAINTING & FULL 

HOME REMODELING

11126 W. Wisconsin Ave, #5 - Youngtown
Licensed/Bonded/Insured Limited Liability Corp • ROC #155822 KB02

Listed HOA/PORA

▲▲▲▲▲
▲

▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲

▲
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▲

▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
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▲
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▲
▲

▲
▲
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★

★
★

★3536
YEARSYEARS

Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

ROOFING

Free 
Estimate

• Shingles 
• Tile Roofs
• Coatings 
• Repairs
• Solar Removals

30 Years Quality  
Experience

Insurance Work

602-810-3355

PORA/HOA • Bonded • Insured • ROC #194699

Shredding

• Paper
• All shredded paper  

is recycled
• Hard Drives  

in/out of Laptop/Computer
• iPads, Tablets,  

Cell Phones, Etc.

ABCO Shredding Services

623-748-8480 
www.abcoshredding.com

2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

...more than just paper shredding
• Witness the shredding 

8am-2:30pm M-F or drop 
off 8am-4pm

• A Certificate of 
Destruction is included 
on the receipt.

• Pickup Service Available

PAINTING

PAINTING
COMPLETE INTERIOR 

OR EXTERIOR
$1.50/sf

27 Years’ Experience • Family Business 
Free Written Estimates • Pay Upon Completion

Includes  
Dunn Edwards  

Paints

623-418-9194

1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT

Painting Roofing

Plumbing

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Licensed•Bonded•Insured•Lic# C37R122566•L37•122567

Quality Plumbing with Quality Service

Christopher Dobash
Owner

WATER, SEWER, GAS
Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

(623) 878-1102•dobashplumbing@icloud.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Additions • Total Home Remodels

Tel: 623-546-8681 • Web:  TruBuildersAZ.com
Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Full service design builder

Family owned and operated • Over 30 years of experience

On Time
On Budget
For Your Peace of Mind
Your Contractor of Integrity!AZ License ROC275722

Kitchens • Bathrooms  
Additions • Remodels

On Time, On Budget,  
For Your Peace of Mind.  

Free Initial Consultation

623-546-8681 
TruBuildersAZ.com

Licensed/Bonded/Insured • Listed with PORA/SCHOA

Your Contractor of Integrity

We Make YOUR Priorities OUR’S
• Residential-Commercial 
• Roof Replacement & Repair 
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,
 Flat & TPO Roofi ng

We Make YOUR Priorities OUR’S

MONSOON
SPECIAL

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591
Roc #324307

Tree Removal

• Trimming
• Removals
• Stump Grinding

BENNETTBENNETT
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Professional Arborist Tree Care

Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

623-204-1225623-204-1225

Senior
Discounts

Roofing Roofing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Replacement of
* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
* Garbage Disposals

Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Roofing

JLC ROOFING 
                           INC.
FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

FREE ESTIMATES
 ALL TILE ROOFS 
 ALL SHINGLE ROOFS
 ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings
30+ Years Experience in AZ

ROC#122805
Call Today

623-878-9832

LICENSED BONDED

623-878-9832

FREE
ESTIMATES

Call Today ROC#122805

30+ Years Experience in AZ

p  ALL TILE ROOFS  
p  ALL SHINGLE ROOFS 
p  ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings

FREE EstimatesFREE Estimates

VALLEY WIDE
ROOFING

480-490-2812480-490-2812
Same Day Service • All Work Guaranteed
Military & Senior Discounts 10%Military & Senior Discounts 10%

Your leaks stop here!Your leaks stop here!
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTALCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTAL

Specializing in All Roof Repairs
   • Coatings • Flat Roof Hot Mopping & Patching 

   • Total Rubber Roof System Repairs • All Type Roof Repairs

Licensed
Insured

Plumbing Roofing

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classi�eds

BUSINESS
&

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Join the many
businesses that use our

Call us to advertise
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

 

                   
40%

 
Off

Plus
  Free Installation

20
24
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Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or 
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order 
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with any 
unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time of 
purchase only. Expires  02/15/25. Offer not valid in all regions.

PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

IN480-764-2884
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 12 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

09/30/25.
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Backpack

Crayons

Lunchbox

InspectionShinglesPeace of Mind

School List Roof List

YOUR ROOF HAS
      ONE TOO!

your kids have a
back-to-school list...

ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 198009 - 082024 - 318282 

www.JBSroofingAZ.com

EASY

FINANCING

AVA I L A B L E
!

ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 082024 - 318282.

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N

 Repair, Replace, Maintenance

   Installation of Tile, Shingles, 
 Foam & Coatings, Recoats, 
 Singe Ply, Built-Up, Metal
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