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City takes
more steps
toward building
crime lab

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

With a lengthy discussion, most-
ly about terms and the timeline and
procurement and pre-construction
items, the Chandler City Council
took steps this week toward one of its
larger municipal building projects it’s
taken on since the COVID-19 pan-
demic ended.

Sept. 15, council heard presenta-
tions and asked questions of Chan-
dler Police Department staff and a
division manager about construction
of what the city calls its new “Foren-
sic Services Facility,” or crime lab.

Council approved a contract Sept.
18 with Willmeng Construction for
$431,000 as its “construction manag-
er at risk” to build the lab.

Dan Haskins, the city’s capital
projects division manager, explained
that a construction manager at risk,
or CMAR, contract is where the city
has chosen the contractor for the job,
with exact costs of the entire project
still to be calculated and finalized.

® See Crime Lab on page 12
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Several East VaIIey Dlwal| events slated

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

ot everyone knows what Diwali is all about.
N That’s OK with Kriti Agarwal, who’s willing

to teach a little about the annual celebration.

Agarwal, born in India and a longtime Chandler

resident and dance studio owner, says Diwali symbol-
izes one of the more common spiritual commemora-
tions: the victory of good over evil.

33

Diwali or “Dipawali” means “Festival of Lights.”
Diwali is the five- or six-day Hindu festival of lights,
with variations celebrated in other Indian religions,
like Jainism and Sikhism, according to the organiza-
tion Step-Up Religion.

“It’s an important tradition in my family,” Agarwal
said. “It involves prayer, feasting, fireworks, communi-

® See Diwali on page 9

Kyrene de la Paloma Elementary School students perform at a 2022 Diwali celebration. The Hindu holiday is now recognized internationally,
including in Chandler, where there are community events and codified fireworks-permitted dates on file. (Edmundo Mendez, Jr./City of Chandler)
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TRADE OR SELL US YOUR VEHICLE — WE MAKE IT EASY!

1150 N. 54th St, Chandler

480-735-0399 » FreewayChevy.com SCANFOR
Dealer discount will be equal to triple the Factory National Consumer Cash Rebate on applicable models, excludes EV models. SPEC|AL
Cannot be combined with other offers or incentives. Some restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. Photos are for OFFERS

illustration purposes only. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may change without notice.



Mesa, AZ — The most common method
your doctor will recommend to treat your
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with
prescription drugs that may temporarily
reduce your symptoms. These drugs
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica,
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure
drugs. These drugs may cause you to feel
uncomfortable and have a variety of

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy
is a result of damage to the nerves often
causing weakness, pain, numbness,
tingling, and the most debilitating balance
problems. This damage is commonly
caused by a hands and feet which causes
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to
lack of nutrient flow.

W

periphe” ol
Nerves

o

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood
vessels that surround the nerves become
diseased they shrivel up which causes the
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue
to survive.When these nerves begin to“die”
they cause you to have balance problems,
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and
many additional symptoms. The main
problem is that your doctor has told you
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

to just live with the problem or try the drugs
which you don't like taking because they
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now
a facility right here in Mesa that offers you
hope without taking those endless drugs
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity
examination at the end of this article)
neuropathy three factors must be
determined.

1) What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves
3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow,
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you
back to health is our new $50,000.00
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic
unit to accurately determine the increase
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to
accurately determine the increase in small
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system
delivers energy to the affected area of your
body at varying wavelengths, including
both low-frequency and middle-frequency
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM)
signaling. During a treatment session, the
Sanexas system automatically changes to
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare
restrictions apply) Depending on your
coverage, your treatment could be little to
no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed to
allow the nerves to fully recover varies
from person to person and can only be
determined after a detailed neurological
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage
there is hope!

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain
and neuropathy severity examination
to determine the extent of the nerve
damage as a public service to you and/or
your family and friends. This neuropathy/
pain severity examination will consist of
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this
chronic pain and neuropathy severity
examination from now until November
30, 2025. Call 480-796-1136 to make an
appointment to determine if your chronic
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are
limiting this FREE consultation to the first
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136... NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes
to our voicemail, please leave a message
and we will get back to you asap.

ASPEN

MEDICAL PLLC

GIVING YOU HELP WHERE OTHERS HAVE FAILED

480-796-1136

4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119
Mesa, AZ 85206




ON YOURVALLEY.NET

Friends of Library
announce annual gift of
$100K

The Friends of Chandler
Public Library has announced
its approved investment of
$100,000 to support the Chan-
dler Public Library for the rest
of fiscal year 2026.

Community members
can support the Friends of
Chandler Public Library by
purchasing used books at the
Downtown or Sunset branches.
Online donations are accepted
year-round by clicking here:
tinyurl.com/3v96f5yf

For information about the
Friends of Chandler Public
Library or programs available
at the Chandler Public Library,
call 480-782-2800 or click
here: tinyurl.com/u9p5xdxu

‘Newest Americans’
exhibit explores
citizenship, immigration

A temporary exhibit at the
Chandler Museum captures
experiences of immigrants from
23 countries.

“The Newest Americans” is
on view through Jan. 18, 2026,
at Chandler Museum, 300 S.
Chandler Village Drive.

The hours are Tuesday-Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; closed
Mondays. There’s no charge
for Chandler Museum admis-
sion.

Find more information on
the exhibitions and program-
ming by going to tinyurl.com/
yrj9ja97 or calling 480-782-
2717.
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South Chandler Dominium parcels the
subject of pre-annex contract

By Jason W. Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Two south Chandler
land parcels that have been
the source of passionate
public discussions over the
past three years are now
one step closer to being of-
ficially within city limits.
A group calling itself Chan-
dler Acquisition I LLC re-
ceived approval Sept. 18
for a pre-annexation de-
velopment agreement with
the city. The Chandler
City Council, by approv-
ing the agreement, clears
the way for further annex-
ation and industrial devel-
opment permitting steps.
Dominium Properties tried

This online map shows the two Maricopa County island parcels — sitting just above the “E” in E. Ocotillo Road —

for which a developer and the city of Chandler negotiated a pre-annexation agreement. The Chandler City Council

® See Dominium on page 26

nearly-25-acre site. (Courtesy of Maricopa County)

FAMILY CAMPAIGN

approved the agreement Sept. 18 after developer Dominium applied with the county for industrial-only use of the

Chandler initiates $190K ‘young families’
marketing campaign

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The average age of Chandler resi-
dents is increasing — faster that some
city and school district officials would
like.

Chandler’s City Council approv-
ing an intergovernmental agreement
Sept. 18 intended to help minimize
or reverse that trend.

Council approved a contract with
the Chandler, Kyrene, Mesa and
Tempe Union school districts, whom
it convinced to help pay for what the
city calls the Young Families and
Young Professionals Community

Attraction Campaign. Each of those
district’s governing boards voted to
hand over $10,000 for the marketing
campaign, which is intended to help
attract young families and young pro-
fessionals to live within Chandler’s
city limits.

The city will use grant funds from
the Chandler Industrial Development
Authority to cover a $150,000 por-
tion of the cost of the campaign.

A staff report states demographic
concerns related to the city of Chan-
dler were presented to the Council
during a study session presentation in
August 2024, along with a discussion

that took place during council’s one-
day retreat in late April. The Chan-
dler Unified Governing Board has
also received multiple presentations
in the past few years from a demogra-
pher, analyzing several drivers behind
plummeting public school enrollment
in the East Valley.

Chandler Economic Development
director Micah Miranda and his di-
vision will lead communication with
marketing, though he said dialogue
with the four school districts about
strategy will be ongoing.

® See Campaign on page 24
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ROOM SALE*

A Scratch & Stain resistant* 4 ’NO N Worry Free Guarantee®™
' \ (You break it, we fix it, within 1yr)

|' INTEREST '
—_— 1

o o | to !
in=lnenne sheppin v uP ; ) -
Vo RIS s X MGONg . Exclusively Providing

Senier Citizens, First Responelers, leachers, Military S0 L7 Mitigoting Moisture Barrier
Gov GET gelef

S~ ="

FREE AIR DUCT CLEANING

with Flooring Purchase*

'< @(602) 691-4610

o Call today for a FREE in-home consultation.

s |
www.FloorDaddy.com

V]

FLOOR DADDY o =

SEXY FLOORING | AFFORDABLE PRICES | QUALITY INSTALL ROC 352055

Must present a coupon or ad at the time of initial appointment. Offers are first appointment incentives only and only good if both
decision-makers are present. Cannot combine offers. $35 room sale, must buy the largest room at regular price, each additional room,
$35 for product only. Must pay for labor. 12x15 is min size to be included. Rooms greater in size or using upgraded flooring will add
additional costs. Does not include stairs or rip up. Financing is based on approved credit. $5,500 min purchase for free air duct cleaning.
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Clinic’s studies don’t require money, insurance

NEWS IN BRIEF

The city of Chandler ranked high nationally in a
study of economic growth and other municipal
metrics — though not quite as high as some
neighboring jurisdictions. (Courtesy of city of
Chandler)

City ranks high in economic
growth study

A study commissioned by Co-
workingCafe highlighted the U.S.
cities that experienced the most
economic growth in recent years,
split into categories of population
size: large, mid-sized, and small.

Chandler took the fifth spot
overall among mid-sized cities. The
13% growth in educational attain-
ment and the 14% more housing
units added both place Chandler
fourth in mid-sized for these met-
rics.

The city also had a drop of 24%
in crime from 2019-23, ranking fifth
for this metric,

CoworkingCafe states it
crunched the latest data from 2019
through 2023 across 11 key metrics,
including GDP growth, job gains,
housing expansion, export strength
and infrastructure buildout.

Consulting firm leases
almost 5K square feet

An East Valley consulting firm
that assists companies in imple-
menting and managing automated
workflow platforms has leased office
space in Chandler to keep up with
its rapid growth since launching in

® See Business on page 28

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

In August 2024, MD First Re-
search Chandler earned a demen-
tia-friendly business designation.

That was just one of many mile-
stones and accolades for the Chan-
dler clinic where dozens of medical
studies have taken place.

The clinic opened officially in
2016 and has been at its current
3190 S. Gilbert Road, Suite 5 loca-
tion since 2017, according to Direc-
tor Giulia Andrews.

And according to Penny
Kalscheur, MD First Research
Chandler’s clinical research market-
ing director, the significant changes
planned or expected with Medicare
and Medicaid in the years ahead
won'’t affect their studies or clients.

“All study-related medical exams,
lab tests, and treatments are covered
by the study sponsor, so participants
do not need insurance or pay out of
pocket for these services,” Kalscheur
said. “Assistance with travel may
also be provided to help make par-
ticipation accessible.”

Dr. Hemant K. Pandey, M.D., right, assesses a
patient at MD First Research Chandler. Qualify-
ing participants for studies offered at the clinic
don’t require payments, co-payments or insur-
ance. (Courtesy of MD First Research Chandler)

The clinic’s led by Dr. Hemant
K. Pandey, M.D., a board-certified
neurologist, dementia, and sleep
specialist.

In affiliation with the Brain and
Spine Center and Nuronz, MD First
Research specializes in clinical trials
for conditions such as dementia, di-

CELEBRATION

abetes, migraines, and neuropathy.

Kalscheur said the team brings
more than 20 years of experience in
treating neurological conditions and
chronic illnesses.

“We are currently conducting
memory screenings in the office that
includes a complimentary biomark-
er blood plasma test that is 95%
accurate in identifying Alzheimer’s
disease, for those that qualify,”
Kalscheur said. This groundbreak-
ing test represents a significant ad-
vancement in early detection and
care strategies.”

Kalscheur said MD First has also
partnered with Amydis for an eye
study related to Alzheimer’s disease
and is actively working to expand
our research portfolio, with plans to
launch new trials addressing addi-
tional conditions soon.

The clinic is helping to shape the
future of patient care through re-
search, she said.

Pandey, via Kalscheur as spokes-
person, said a major concern for the
future is the rapid growth of the de-

® See MD First on page 22

Cash and praise for coach at gym’s 30th celebration

Students perform on balance beams during the Aspire Kids Sports Center’s 30th birthday celebra-
tion Sept. 13 in west Chandler. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Aspire Kids Sports Center cele-
brated its 30th birthday with a bang
— and a thump, and then another
bang.

Those bangs and thumps are the
sound of heavy mats being moved
around Aspire’s west Chandler facili-
ty, or someone landing on one.

The Sept. 13 activity, quite heavy
for a Saturday at the gym, was part of
the business’s 30th anniversary, hav-
ing been in the same specially con-

® See Gym on page 28
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BUSINESS MOVES
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

OPENINGS

@) J. Alexander’s starts hiring
Monday, Sept. 15 for its first Arizona
steak and seafood restaurant, set to
open in west Chandler in mid-No-
vember, according to a news release.
The chain, which has more than three
dozen locations in various states, is
taking over the former Buca di Beppo
building at 7111 W. Ray Road, just
east of I-10, across from Lowe’s and
In-N-Out Burger. J. Alexander’s will
operate seven days a week, offering

a menu of hand-cut steaks, signature
salads and sandwiches, handcraft-

ed cocktails and an extensive wine
list, the release states. Interested job
applicants can apply for a J. Alexan-
der’s position in person at a nearby
hotel: Sonesta Select Phoenix, 920 N.
54th St. Applications will be accepted
Mondays through Fridays, 9 a.m. to 6
p.m., Saturdays, 9 a.m. to noon. Visit
jobs.jalexanders.com to learn more.

@) Keenstack is a consulting firm

W. BOSTON ST.

N. ARIZONA AVE.

@

S. OREGON ST.
S. ARIZONA AVE.
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E. OCOTILLO RD.

S. GILBERTROD.

E. CHANDLER HEIGHTS RD.
MAP NOTTO SCALE

that assists companies in implement-
ing and managing automated work-
flow platforms has leased office space
in Chandler to keep up with its rapid
growth since launching in January. It
has leased 4,650 square feet of office
space at The Park at SanTan, 3075
W. Ray Road, where a five-story
building looms over the Price frontage
road along Loop 101.1It was slated to
start occupying space in September.
KeenStack is now hiring for Service-
Now account executives, architects,
business analysts and developers, it
states. The website is keenstack.com.

@) Floor America held a rib-
bon-cutting opening ceremony in late
September for its new 6909 W. Ray
Road, No. 5 location in west Chan-
dler, at 56th Street. The showroom
includes many samples of carpeting,
vinyl flooring and other types. Off-
site services are available as well. Call
480-447-1801 or email flooringameri-
caofchandler@gmail.com to reach the
store.

J. ALEXANDER’S m FLOOR AMERICA

© Rise Up Benefits is now open at
2160 N. Alma School Road, suite 102,
north of Warner Road, in the Len-
ny’s Burger, Malts & Fries shopping
center, near Pep Boys. Viola Lucero,
CLTG, is a licensed agent whose
website, riseupbenefitsgroup.com,
states she helps navigate the world of
healthcare and employers. Call 480-
300-5776 to find out more about Rise
Up’s services.

@® Spiced Up Smoothie Bar is
open at 1909 E. Ray Rd, Suite 5,

on the southwest corner of Cooper
and Ray roads in a center anchored
by CubeSmart Storage. The locally
owned smoothie and juice shop uses
herbs and spices and claims to com-
bine new tastes with nutritious, filling
shakes. It targets gym enthusiasts,
foodies, and those who want an unex-
pectedly flavorful, refreshing smooth-
ie. Favorites include the Espresso
Cherry Bomb and Cayenne Papaya
Craze. Reach the shop at 602-489-

®
SPICED UP
RISE UP BENEFITS SMOOTHIES m

3841 or through spicedupsmoothies.
com.

NEW HIRES

(D Feringhee Modern Indian
restaurant, in its effort to bring Indian
fine dining to Arizona, has announced
the promotion of long-time culinary
talent, chef Vikas Rahna to head chef.
A part of Feringhee’s kitchen since

its opening day, Rahna has worked
alongside the founding team as sous
chef, mastering the art of blending
modern technique with Indian soul.
Now, as Head Chef, he’s bringing his
creative vision in with a brand-new
lunch menu. Launched this month,
the menu includes special pricing.
Feringhee’s is at 3491 W. Frye Road,
in the Target shopping center across
from the Chandler Museum and the
Fashion Center mall. Email info@
feringhee.com or call 480-534-7178 to
learn more.
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Diwali
¢ From page 1

ty gatherings and forgiveness. Diwa-
li is celebrated by decorating homes
with lamps and colorful lights, shar-
ing special meals, exchanging gifts,
and enjoying fireworks. Families sit
together and pray for prosperity and
happiness for everybody.”

In the East Valley, where there are
many residents who practice Hindu
faiths, Agarwal said, that will mostly
take the form of feasts and dance per-
formances.

And since Arizona and other U.S.
states have altered their fireworks
laws to accommodate Diwali, expect
to hear some loud daytime bangs this
month.

Agarwal said the growth of the
religion, along with people moving
from India across the world, have led
to acceptance of the festival’s practice
many places.

“Diwali is India’s biggest festival
and is celebrated globally by over a
billion people across faiths,” she said.

Agarwal said the acceptance and
acknowledgment of world religious
practices, including Diwali, can be
seen across the U.S. and internation-
ally. President Biden held a White
House media event commemorating
Diwali in 2024.

“Given that Asian American pop-
ulation increasing every year, the

Young people perform at a 2024 Diwali celebration. (Courtesy of city of Chandler)

cultural awareness and community
engagement has elevated Diwali’s
prominence,” Agarwal said.

Four U.S. states have made Di-
wali either a state or school holiday.
Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke men-
tions Diwali during City Council
meetings each year; Phoenix Mayor
Kate Gallego has already issued a
“Diwali Week” proclamation.

In 2022, Arizona municipalities
passed new measures acknowledg-
ing the state legislature had carved
out some early-autumn Diwali-re-
lated dates for a revised holiday fire-
works calendar.

“Fireworks signify getting rid of
evil and starting afresh with new be-

ginnings,” Agarwal said.

The sale and use of permissible
consumer fireworks are allowed in
Chandler, thanks to an ordinance
the Chandler City Council approved
in late 2022.

Chandler’s ordinance allows the
sale from two days before the first
day of Diwali through the third day
of the celebration each year. The
use of such fireworks is only allowed
from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. on the sec-
ond and third days of Diwali of each
year.

In 2025, the five-day festival
runs through Oct. 23, by consen-

® See Diwali on page 11

Priyanka Shah and Kriti Agarwal perform a tradl-
tional Diwali celebration dance. The Hindu holi-
day is now recognized internationally, including
in Chandler, where there are community events
and codified fireworks-permitted dates on file.
(Courtesy of Clicks & Claps Photos)

X or
iversity, Equity & Inclusion
Division

Women perform a Diwali celebration dance. The
Hindu holiday is now recognized internationally,
including in Chandler, where there are communi-
ty events and codified fireworks-permitted dates
on file. (Courtesy of city of Chandler)
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Chandler school board member:
Reduce ethnicity tracking

NEWS IN BRIEF

Students and staff helped Chandler contribute
to major triumphs at an August international
academic decathlon in China. Chaz Crismon,
the Arizona academic pentathlon director, is at
back left. Back right is Casteel High School vol-
unteer Michelle Smith. Front and near center, to
the right of student wearing dark pants, is Ba-
sha High and Accelerated Middle School teach-
er Joann Wuthrich. (Courtesy of Chandler USD)

Chandler students travel to

China, help win titles

Seventeen students who attend
Chandler Unified schools, compet-
ing with other Arizona students and
against students from around the
world, earned top honors at the first
International Academic Decathlon
during the World Youth Forum —
Future Liberal Arts Leadership
Summit 2025 in Macau, China in
late August.

Teams were composed of
standout academic decathletes and
pentathletes from schools across the
Metropolitan Phoenix area, includ-
ing students from BASIS charter
schools and CUSD.

One of the high school teams
took first place, making it a world
champion, with the other team
placing fifth. The junior high
eighth-grade team also won a world
title, with the seventh-grade team
placing second.

Chandler teacher among
finalists for state award

A Chandler Unified teacher
is among the five finalists for the
Arizona Educational Foundation’s
Teacher of the Year award, to be

® See Education on page 30

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

One Chandler Unified School
District board member questioned
the use of ethnicity when collect-
ing data on student achievement
during a recent meeting.

The discussion came following
a presentation of assessment data
the district uses to measure student
achievement during the Sept. 10
meeting.

Board member Kurt Rohrs said
he would like to see the district
move away from that.

“There seems to be — still — an
obsession with ethnicity,” Rohrs
said. “And I'm not terribly con-
vinced ethnicity is a good indicator
of a kid’s behavior or their perfor-
mance. Every kid’s different.”

Rohrs said if there’s a language
ability problem, that will show up
somewhere else besides in assess-
ment scores.

® See Assessment on page 30

This graph, part of a Chandler Unified Governing Board study session packet, showing how CUSD stu-
dents consistently have recently outperformed state averages in English and language arts, or ELA,
and math. Other cohort and subgroup data in the presentation was not as positive. (Courtesy of Chan-

dler USD)

Students in Chandler Unified’s Early Childhood
CTE program, left, help host an April event. The
Chandler Unified Governing Board approved
two legal steps at its Sept. 10 meeting in its
effort to prevent funding cuts to programs by
the East Valley Institute of Technology. (Cour-
tesy of Chandler USD)

SPECIAL COUNSEL

Chandler district preps for legal
battle with tech-ed school

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Chandler Unified School
District has become one of eight East
Valley school districts in Maricopa
and Pinal counties to take legal steps
to stop what some CUSD staff states
are proposed East Valley Institute of
Technology reductions.

The CUSD Governing Board, at
its Sept. 10 meeting, voted 5-0 to
hire the law firm of Osborn Maledon

P.A. as special counsel to the district
for the “EVIT Satellite IGA.” In a
separate action, the board voted, 4-1,
to “authorize legal action if needed
regarding CTED funding statute and
related EVIT IGA matters.”

Board member Kurt Rohrs voted
against the legal-action motion.

“I’'m opposed to authorizing legal
action at this time,” Rohrs said.
“This could get dragged out a lot

® Sec Special Counsel on page 30




FROMTHE COVER

YourValley.net | Chandler Independent | October 2025 11

Diwali
¢ From page 9

sus of sources, though one can
find many other five-day Octo-
ber-November spans online.

Agarwal said in Arizona, one
can find public Diwali celebra-
tions in communities as diverse as
downtown Phoenix Paradise Val-
ley. Tempe has held Diwali cele-
brations for the past five years,
she said, while Chandler’s is in
at least its third year.

Agarwal said Diwali is proba-
bly one of the biggest, most im-
portant annual times in Hindu
culture, comparable to the way
many Americans regard Christ-
mas.

“Many foresee Diwali be-
coming a more broadly cele-
brated part of the fall and win-

ter holiday season, joining the
‘pantheon of holiday parties’
that mainstream Americans are
used to,” Agarwal said.

Agarwal, who serves on the
city of Chandler’s Human Rela-
tions Commission, said like with
many religions, she hopes Amer-
icans focus on the most positive,
powerful messages from Diwali.

“Diwali is considered start
of the Hindu financial year,”
Agarwal said. “Hindus worship
Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth
and prosperity. Diwali’s core
theme is the triumph of light
over darkness — and knowledge
over ignorance.”

Several Valley restaurants
that serve Indian cuisine will of-
fer specials or host events.

]

+STRUCTURES:

DESERT-INSPIRED @
ARCHITECTURE
AND DESIGN

SONORAN SHAPES [

IF YOU GO
2025 Diwali
event in
Chandler

Saturday, Oct. 25
Diwali: Festival of
Lights

10a.m.to 1:30 p.m.
Downtown Chandler
Public Library, 22 S.
Delaware St.

Free all-ages event
with live music,
dancing, and
performances; stop
by The Makery for
free arts-and-crafts
activities intended
for all ages.

Kriti Agarwal
shows a candle
display while
dressed fora
traditional Diwali
celebration. The
Hindu holiday is
now recognized
internationally,
including in Chan-
dler, where there
are community
events and codi-
fied fireworks-per-
mitted dates on
file. (Courtesy of
Kriti Agarwal)

chandlermuseum.org

EXHIBITIONS ON VIEW

o
\\ 4\, Free Admission
The Newest Americans BRI L ey AL oo

Sonoran Shapes + Structures

September 20, 2025 - February 1, 2026 Sunday 1-5pm

September 30, 2025 - January 18, 2026

Civility
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Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues.

[ Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the
person. Refrain from demonizing others for their opinions.
Assume those you disagree with are, like you, genuinely
interested in improving the community.

O Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults,
name-calling, harassment and threats directed at another
person — or that person'’s race, gender, religion, ethnicity,
etc. — have no place in civil discussions. Find ways to
respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

[ Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts.
Value honesty. Make only accurate statements when
making your point and avoid exaggeration and stereotypes.

When appropriate, cite your sources of information that
others may question.

O Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as
opinions (not stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent
the views of others or falsely claim your opinions represent
someone else. If quoting the words of others, identify and
credit the source.

O Listen and learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen
to those we disagree with (as well as those we support) and
be genuine in our attempts to understand their point of
view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully seeking out views
that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with
others, look for even small areas of agreement — which can
be the gateway to working together for the greater good.

[0 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether
it involves your own information or those with whom you
disagree. Revealing private information about someone
else is rude, unethical, potentially harmful and, in many
cases, illegal.

[ Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online

as well as in public and in your interaction with others.
Encourage others to practice these civil behaviors. And it's
OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be courteous,
respectful and helpful in your approach.
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Crime Lab
¢ From page 1

He pointed out that “guaranteed
maximum price preparation” is one
of the steps called for in the CMAR
contract.

The city states, in staff reports,
that it has $55.6 million in 2021 bond
funds earmarked for the project, with
the about $10 million remaining por-
tion of the estimated construction
cost to come from the city’s general
fund.

Council member O.D. Harris
asked about the final cost of the facil-
ity, to be built on city-owned Pecos
Road property, adjacent to the Chan-
dler Police’s evidence and property
storage facility.

“I’m going to have a hard time vot-
ing for a $60 million project without
knowing the exact dollar amount,”
Harris said.

Haskins explained state law pre-
vents local agencies from talking
about project cost with bidders on
CMAR contracts, unless it’s the win-
ning firm that’s been awarded a con-
tract.

“If the cost comes in too high, we
can go to the (second-place) bidder,”
Haskins explained. “But it’s quali-
fications-based alone. The winner
is the only one we talk dollars with.
And we’re still early in the design
phase, so we have some engineering
estimates, but we’re not quite there

This diagram, presented at the Chandler City Council’s Sept. 15 study session, shows the Chandler
Police Department property where the city plans to build a new “Forensic Sciences” crime lab on prop-
erty it owns along Pecos Road. A construction management contract was discussed at the session.

(Courtesy of city of Chandler)

yet on final design details and cost.”

In April, council approved a
$430,000 design contract for the new
lab.

Haskins said the CMAR process is
regimented and standardized. Mayor
Kevin Hartke mentioned that a Mes-
quite Groves Park $320,000 CMAR
contract was also on the Sept. 15
study session agenda for what will be
a multi-million-dollar, multi-phase

project.

In March, Harris and five other
council members voted to approve
a CMAR pre-construction services
contract to the same firm, Willmeng
Construction, for the first phase of
planned A.J. Chandler Park renova-
tions.

Haskins, in response to another
Harris question, said the four firms
that were interviewed for the con-

tract were Willmeng, Core, Okland
and Mortenson. Caliente, Jacobson,
M.]. Harris and Sun Eagle also bid,
but weren’t interviewed.

The planned 30,000-square-foot
new lab will address both capac-
ity and technology constraints as
it replaces the 5,500-square-foot,
26-year-old lab Chandler Police use
now at their downtown station on
Chicago Street.

The Chandler Police’s forensic
services manager, Alicia Rosenburg,
spoke at the study session about the
need for the new facility.

She said the new lab will create
more capacity for police to continue
the 10-print analysis, DUI blood al-
cohol analysis, seized drug analysis
and latent fingerprint services the de-
partment already provides. It will also
allow Chandler to offer, for the first
time, DNA, blood, drug, sex assault,
computer forensics/digital and evi-
dence analysis.

“The connection between the two
buildings will allow for secure transfer
of evidence,” Rosenburg said. “This
will allow us to provide forensic ser-
vices that we think are currently very
important, and in the future, also
taking some cases we currently must
send to the state lab.”

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are commutted to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines. Jason W. Brooks can be reached at
Jbrooks@iniusa.org.
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AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

an Any Hour company

\

DON'T WAIT TO SAVE BIG ON YOUR NEXT SERVICE!

AP:;A) - $5 OOFF 1 OFF

ON NEW ANY REPAIR OF MAINTENANCE
A/C SYSTEM $200 OR MORE REPAIR
$ 2 9 GETUPTO
1[1 2 5
HEATING BACK ON A NEW
TUNE-UP ENERGY-EFFICIENT A/C

All offers in this ad are for residential owner-occupied homes only. Not valid with other offers. Must present at time of service. Doesn’t apply to past work. Call for details.

’—1__

480-630-7675

n » Any Hour company www.ChandlerAir.com
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide
an open forum for our readers. We
hope to stimulate debate, not to
dominate or control it. We reserve
the right to edit our opinions, and
we insist on civility. Please include
your name and phone number, so
we can contact you for clarification
or confirmation. We welcome your
photo. All opinions must be no more
than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion
writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two
opinions for publication during a
calendar month. T'wo submissions
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission
is the responsibility of the person
who submitted it.

Speak Up

We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

Vote yes on Chandler’s
Proposition 410

I am a veteran and a lifelong
member of this great community.

I grew up here, graduated from
Chandler High School, raised a
family, and built a successful busi-
ness right here in our city.

I feel compelled to speak directly
to you about an important matter
that impacts the future of Chan-
dler’s leadership and governance.

This upcoming vote is not just
about policy — it’s about preserv-
ing the proven and effective way
our citizens were heard for decades.

I urge you to Vote YES to clarify
the language in our City Charter.

This structure isn’t new. It has
been successfully used by two of
our past mayors and our current
Mayor today.

It provides a clear pathway for
experienced leadership, ensuring
that those who seek to guide our
city have firsthand knowledge of its
operations, challenges, and oppor-
tunities.

These leaders didn’t just show
up — they earned their way
through service, and that experi-
ence has served Chandler well.

Changing this structure would
disrupt a system that has worked
effectively for our community. It
would strip away an important
step in preparing future mayors to
lead with wisdom, knowledge and
continuity.

I've seen firsthand the positive
outcomes of this model — as a
resident, a business owner, and
a proud supporter of responsible
governance.

We must not allow anyone to
distort or rewrite the intent of our
charter for political convenience.
Let’s make sure anyone running for
office does so on their own merit.

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Let’s stand together for clarity,
stability, and experienced leader-
ship.

Vote YES on Proposition 410 to
keep Chandler on the right track.

Joe Granado
CHANDLER

Editor’s note: Joe Granado is the
chair of the political action committee
“Keep Chandler Term Limits.”

Vote to approve both
city of Chandler election
propositions

The City Charter is essentially
Chandler’s “constitution.” From
time to time, it needs updates to
address ambiguities or improve
clarity so our community continues
to function with transparency and
fairness.

For these reasons, the City
Council placed two important
Charter amendments on the Nov.
4 ballot.

Proposition 410 rectifies newly
created confusion over Council and
Mayor terms by:

+ Ensuring experienced Coun-
cilmembers who serve two terms
are then eligible to run for Mayor,
the historical practice for over sixty
years. The last three persons to
serve as Mayor all served two full
terms on the Council and then were
elected Mayor.

+ Limiting Mayors or Coun-
cilmembers to the current two
terms for those specific offices.

+ Establishing a combined

® See Commentary on page 32

SPEAKUP

Here are some recent online
comments about Chandler Inde-
pendent items:

“MAN GETS 25 YEARS
FOR SHOOTING AT
CHANDLER POLICE":

“So he gets the right to live
on taxpayers dollars for free .. 25
years. Really .. and the poor dogs
in the shelters who have no one to
adopt them .. get euthanized in
days. What a joke.”

— Evelyn Ulmer via story
comment

“The problem, of course, is that
he will be released from prison
— probably before the end of his
25-year sentence. Unless he’s re-
habilitated, which is unlikely, he’s
going to present a danger to the
public.”

— Ronald Bates via story
comment

“EAST VALLEY
PLAYERS ON FIRST
NATIVE QUALIFIER FOR
BASEBALL NATIONALS":

“Congratulations to all of you.”
— Elaine Giles via story
comment

“REGISTER FOR
CHANDLER'S CODE
ENFORCEMENT
RESIDENT ACADEMY ":

“The annual snitch academy.”
— NotoriousCHA via story
comment
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Chandler will hold a Special Bond Election on Nov. 4
This election includes proposed bond funding for:

Parks & Recreation Fire Department

Streets & Traffic Police Department

The city projects NO increase to the property tax.

Chandler llevara a cabo una Eleccion Especial de Bonos el 4 de noviembre
Esta eleccién incluye la financiaciéon propuesta de bonos para:

Parques y Recreacion Departamento de Bomberos

Calles y Trafico Departamento de Policia

La ciudad No proyecta aumento alguno a la tasa del impuesto sobre la propiedad.
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Memorial bike ride tied to Chandler

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

An annual group bicycle ride is de-
voted to a late Chandler-area rider —
as his Chandler-resident father and a
nonprofit try to keep memories and a
push for greater safety alive.

The Rob Dollar Memorial Foun-
dation works to raise awareness
around the dangers of cycling, but
more importantly, according to a
news release, what the community
can do to keep riders safe.

That foundation’s 2026 version
of its signature annual event is set to
happen in late October.

The eighth annual Rob Dollar Me-
morial Ride is set for Sunday, Oct. 26
in Phoenix. The ride honors Dollar,
who was tragically killed by a motor-
ist in 2017.

Rob’s father John, a Chandler resi-

dent, started the ride and the founda-
tion to bring to light the issue of bike
safety and road awareness.

Arizona is notoriously known for
being the worst state for cyclists, with
the number of fatalities being about
30 a year, according to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion.

Rob grew up in the Chandler area,
moving to California, but returning to
Arizona just a few months before he
was killed.

The 2025 Rob Dollar Memorial
Ride is from 7 a.m. to noon on Oct.
26, at South Mountain Park, 10919
S. Central Ave., Phoenix.

The base cost to register for the
ride is $19 per person.

Learn more about the ride and reg-
ister at robdollarfoundation.org/rob-
dollar-ride.html.

Glowing Pumpkins is an immersive Hallow-
een experience for all ages, featuring path-
ways of lit pumpkin sculptures and displays
with music, sounds and special effects. It's
held at Riverwalk at Rawhide, 5700 W. North
Loop Road, Chandler, near Wild Horse Pass
Boulevard, through Nov. 1, from dusk to 10
p.m., with ticket prices varying. Check glow-
ingpumpkins.com. (Courtesy of Evolve PR)

An annual group bicycle ride is devoted to a late Chandler-area rider — as his Chandler-resident father
and a nonprofit try to keep memories and a push for greater safety alive. The eighth annual Rob Dollar
Memorial Ride is set for Sunday, Oct. 26 at Phoenix’s South Mountain Park. (Courtesy of Rob Dollar
Foundation)
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urgoalis
early detection.

October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Prioritize your health, and
book an appointment for your annual mammogram. Regular mammograms can
detect early signs of breast cancer, when treatment options have the greatest
chances of success. Take time for your health—you deserve it.

Scan to schedule your annual mammogram or visit dignityhealthazcancer.org.

\J Dignity Health.

’) Cancer Institute
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@ MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD > NUMBER OF HOMES NUMBER OF HOMES

Sale price 85224 85225 85226 85248 85249 85286 59 84 29 36
$800,000 98 156 49 73
$750000 0 49 56 21 34
$700,000 . 14.60% 63 97 21 17
$650000 . o o) 14 164 55 58
$600,000 ° 90 132 34 37
- @ @ ° ce—¢)  AVERAGE DAYS
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$450,000 "~~. © 33 61
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TAYLOR TEAM 62 78
52 74

katie@thegoodmantaylorteam.com
480-220-6364

48 59
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Swimming Pool Tile m Equipmentinstall

Swimming Pool Remodeling DeckiRemodeling Weekly Service

We offer a range of services to remodel your pool for a contemporary look and modern functionality.
Gilbert Pooiman’s pool remodeling services have helped many customers with their older pools and decks.

NeedlalconsultationgWeyllprovidelajficelquotes
o help

Our pool technicians and remodeling teams are standing by with your pool. Talk to us today about
specials and get a free quote on your pool remodeling project.

4809600018

wwwigilbentpooliemodelingicom
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Compiled by
Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

€D Frye Road, from Arizona
Avenue to Hamilton Street, will be
the site of a full eastbound closure
through Thursday, Nov. 6. The es-
timated 46-day phase is for concrete
work that’s part of the Frye Road
Bike Lane Project.

@ 56th Street, from Frye Road

to Ray Road, will be the site of
minor restrictions in both directions
through Thursday, Oct. 23. The
estimated 11-day project is for pave-
ment restoration.

€) Price Road, from Loop 202

to as far south as Germann Road,
will be the site of minor and major
restrictions through the estimation
completion date of Nov. 30. The
estimated 469-day sewer bypass and

re-lining will affect both southbound
and north bound traffic, in various
spots along Price Road. Manhole
rehab will also take place as part of
this roadwork.

© Ray Road, from west of Mc-
Clintock Drive to about Pennington
Drive, will be the site of night-

time restrictions in both directions
through Thursday, Nov. 6. The
estimated 23-day project is for mill
and overlay operations.

@ Elliott and Alma School roads
is and several residential streets

to the southeast will be the site of
major restrictions in both directions
through Thursday, Oct. 30. The
estimated 45-day project — which
also involves major restrictions on
Hartford Street, Mesquite Street,
Marlboro Drive, Evergreen Street
and Palomino Drive — is for install-
ing telecommunications as part of

TRANSPORTATION

W. WARNER RD.

S. PRIESTDR.

W.RAY RD.

S. RURALRD.
ﬁCLINTOCK DR.
Bl

N.DOBSON RD

CHANDLER BLVD.

N.ALMA SCHOOL RD.

©

b S. KYRENE RD.

N.56THST.

=
S
S

GILA RIVER
INDIAN RESERVATION

S.PRICE RD

® MAP NOTTO SCALE

the “Gigapower” project.

@ Ryan Road, from Arizona Ave-
nue to McQueen Road, will remain
closed in both directions through

O

N. ARIZONA AVE.

W. PECOS RD.

W. GERMANN  RD. ae

W. QUEEN CREE K RD.

W. BOSTON ST.

S. OREGON ST.
S. ARIZONA AVE.

W. CHICAGO ST.

S.VAL VISTA DR.

S. COOPER RD.
S. LINDSAY RD.

o

E. OCOTILLO RD.

S. GILBERTROD.

E. CHANDLER HEIGHTS RD.

Saturday, Nov. 29. The estimated
181-day project is for unspecified
work that requires the city to “close
off 4 sections of road in phases to
work safely.”

$1000 PLUS A FREE PREMIUM DESIGN UPGRADE!

for Remodelling

As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we
offer fast, affordable, and lifetime-
guaranteed bathroom remodelling
solutions across the Phoenix area.

()

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

[YAER

Shower remodels « Tub-to-shower conversions
Walk-in tubs « Roll-in showers

480-629-5525

homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured « ROC #295792

We'll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing by 10% Guaranteed!
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DOG IBOAJRID] NG

Your pet’s home away frem home. Where a deg) can be a dogfl

Intesnationally
VUl aPAVY AR VIS
o service

1870 W Germann Rd St 100, > Cage firee lvwry bearding
Chandler, AZ 85286 o Loviing emnd carfing
480-674-6200 | K9Resorts.com LRStatesofithesalt

FREE BATH

in October for
Boarding Stays.

($29.00 value)

ENYONFAWARDIWINNINGICHINESEJEOOD

www.verochicagopizza.com

20% 20%

Any In-Store or Online,

Plck-up Order.

*Must present coupon at time of pickup

Any Di ne- I n Order. for redemption, online use code below

*Must present coupon at time of
payment for redemption

1\ 10% OFF /'
727 W Ray Rd B1, (HAPPYHOUR | LUNCH !
NOT VALID FOR DINE-IN Gilbert, AZ 85233 Be;'i';i:oAu'-sSe-Wine : ° :
$6 Sm. Saki Bomber, 1 15 /O OFF 1

(480) 782-6889 $7 Cocktails, 1 DINNER ORDER OF

$3 OFF Appetizers, 1 $500RMORE 1
4-7pm

| D) ragonWok. biz I Excludes Happy Hour Specials, Alcohol 1
| Special Treat Dinner. Expires 11/30/25 |
ol

Dine In, Pick Up, Dellvery
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MD First

¢ From page 6

mentia market and the impor-
tance of ensuring that the nec-
essary resources are in place to
provide quality care for this pop-
ulation.

The average age of Chandler
and of Arizona residents is slowly
rising, along with the average for
the U.S.

Kalscheur said in addition to
sponsors covering all medical
and travel expenses related to
studies, participants often can
receive therapies years before
those become publicly available.

She said there is education
and screenings beforehand, as
well as ongoing “around-the-
clock” support to ensure safety
and comfort throughout each
study.

Here are MD First’s current

* 2029~

EAST VALLEY
FAVORITES

Director Giulia Andrews welcomes partic-
ipants into MD First Research Chandler.
Qualifying participants for studies of-
fered at the clinic don’t require payments,
co-payments or insurance. (Courtesy of MD
First Research Chandler)

clinical studies and research ini-
tiatives:

+ Migraines: Two active stud-
ies; an Ipsen study will be closing
soon

+Lower back pain: One active
study

VONEINOW,
FOEYOUR

SIS

EAVORIMES!

+Hypertension: One active
study

+Neuropathy nerve pain: One
active study

Here are MD First’s upcom-
ing C=clinical studies:

+ Annovis: Early Alzheimer’s
study

+ Biohaven Therapeutics, Ltd:
Early Parkinson’s disease

+ Eli Lilly: Early Alzheimer’s
Study

+ Merz Therapeutics: Xeomin
for the prevention of chronic mi-
graine

+ Merz Therapeutics: Xeomin
for the prevention of episodic mi-
graine

Anyone interested in the stud-
ies listed above or wants to know
what other studies are on the
horizon can contact the office at
623-267-8314 or online through
mdfirstresearchaz.com/studies.

EY]

VOTEINOW:
GojTolevi’2025:YourValleyiNet

Get Ready Partner...

Voting Round Starts:

Now!

Winners Announced

December 1
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Broadway Stars
Laura Benanti &
Norm Lewis | 1/16 Kenny G | 11/14

Phat Cat Swinger:
A Not So Silent Night | 12/5
Featuring Amercian Idol favorite Blake Lewis!

Christmas with Morgan Freeman’s Symphonic The Texas Tenors: Let Freedom Sing | 11/22
the Celts | 12/8 Blues Experience | 1/8 The America’s Got Talent superstars return by popular demand!

David Foster & Festival
Patti LuPone | 2/16 Katharine McPhee | 3/28 Samara Joy | 4/9 Orchestra | 2/22 - 3/1

A4~&, Arizona Musicfest

Celebrating 35 Years
50+ CONCERTS ARE NOW ON SALE | 480.422.8449 | AZMUSICFEST.ORG
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Non-Surgical Treatment of

Varicose & Spider Veins

OVER 30,000 PATIENTS TREATED SINCE 2005

MET YOUR
DEDUCTIBLE?

SCHEDULE

V10N

480-496-2696

Now Offering

Love You Legs...

Covered by Most Insurance and Medicare/AHCCCS
Princess Medical Center

8575 E. Princess Dr. Suite 117,
Scottsdale, AZ 85255

for MENOPAUSE & ANDROPAUSE
Call today: 480-496-2696

Stunning Results!

* In Office Procedures

* Minimal Recovery Time

* Performed By A Physician
* Free Screenings Available

Chandler Office Park

5505 W, Chandler Blvd, Ste. 11
Chandler, AZ 85226
480-899-8930

Hormone Replacement Therapy

www.OptimaVeinCare.com | WWW.REAC T EVATE.cOM

This chart shows
some  project-
ed declines in
Chandler Unified
district  enroll-
ment within the
next decade. The
city of Chandler,
along with CUSD
and three other
school districts,
are pooling
money to pay
for a marketing
campaign meant
to draw young
families and
young  profes-
sionals into the
city. (Courtesy of
Chandler USD)

Campaign
e From page 4

The Chandler Unified school
board member who abstained in
voting to approve CUSD’s $10,000
contribution to the marketing, Ryan
Heap, said he feels high costs of hous-
ing and interest rates are main factors
in school enrollment dropping, and
the campaign isn’t intended to ad-
dress those factors.

Chandler Vice Mayor Christine
Ellis asked Miranda if the city is look-
ing at how to overcome the challenge
of housing costs in getting couples
with one income or two small in-
comes to live in the city.

Miranda said that challenge is one
of the elements to be addressed in as-
sembling the campaign.

“However, when we look at our
peer communities in the region,
Chandler might not always be the
most expensive location for those
families,” Miranda said. “Some of our
surrounding communities are actually
more expensive destinations. Young
families are choosing to go there.
We want to understand why they’re
making those decisions, as part of this
campaign.”

Miranda listed several real estate

metrics in which he said Chandler
is at or near at least the rest of the
Southeast Valley, if not the entire
Valley. He also said Chandler’s age
and real estate situation is partly dic-
tated by the city having developed
and brought in a tech workforce ear-
lier in the ‘90s and 2000s than other
Valley communities, which are still
growing quickly.

Chandler grew almost exponen-
tially for about 30 years before the
COVID-19 pandemic, when real
estate, near-buildout of land and the
constraints of construction financing
slowed the growth of the city consid-
erably.

A staff report states that an aging
population and low birth rate are fac-
tors not unique to Chandler, but do
pose significant challenges for the
city and schools.

“At a city level, slower growth and
an aging population could affect fu-
ture labor force availability, consum-
er spending, service expectations and
the sustainability of municipal reve-
nue streams,” the report states.

Miranda said the campaign is ex-
pected to be stretched out over at least
a couple of years, so aside from direct
feedback on marketing, there won'’t
be many quick ways to evaluate the
cambpaion to know if it’s workine.
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SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

FREE ADMISSION AND PARKING

GET TICKETS
NOw!

NOVEMBER 1- 16, 2025
HERBERGER THEATER CENTER

FOR TICKETS:
vyt.com/tickets
(602) 252-8497

PRESENTED BY
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Dominium
¢ From page 4

to get Maricopa County develop-
ment plan approval for apartments
on nearly 25 acres of property along
the north side of Ocotillo Road, be-
tween Arizona Avenue and Mec-
Queen Road, using multiple incarna-
tions of plans — the more recent of
which was called Sonoran Landings.
Met with strong community resis-
tance both times, mainly over add-
ed traffic congestion and water is-
sues, the Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors advised Dominium to
pursue annexation of the county-is-
land land by the city of Chandler.
Dominium announced earlier this year
it’s selling the property, though that
thought is apparently at least paused,
as the company’s name is mentioned
throughoutastaffreportontheagreement.
Dominium submitted a revised land
use entitlement application to Mar-

icopa County Planning and Zon-
ing in early 2025 that proposed an
industrial-oriented  project  only
with no residential component.
The staff report states Chandler De-
velopment Services Director Kev-
in Snyder sent a letter in April to
Maricopa County Planning and
Development Director Tom Ells-
worth, responding to Dominium’s
revised application for industrial use
only. The letter called for a long list
of tasks and steps Dominium would
need to complete in order to have the
property annexed by Chandler and
considered for development permits.
Annexation into the City of Chan-
dler is required for the city to add
the developed property to its wa-
ter and wastewater system, Snyder
wrote, and a pre-annexation agree-
ment is required and must be ap-
proved by the council and executed
prior to any annexation application.
Also, land uses of the site must be
consistent with Chandler’s Gen-

eral Plan and Airpark Area Plan.
Snyder wrote that Maricopa Coun-
ty “should specify additional land
uses identified in the letter as pro-
hibited for consistency with the
city’s land use policies.” Data cen-
ters should be a prohibited land
use by the county, Snyder wrote.
After Snyder sent the letter to
Ellsworth, Dominium represen-
tatives requested a continuance
of a hearing that had been sched-
uled before the county supervisors.
Afterthat continuance, the staff report
states, city staff and Dominium repre-
sentatives met multiple timestodiscuss
and negotiate elements of the pre-an-
nexation development agreement.
The agreement not only includes
the land use policies, building and
safety standards, engineering reg-
ulations, transportation standards
and prohibited Planned Indus-
trial-1 (I-1) zoning uses, the city
added a few more prohibitions.
At the Sept. 18 meeting, Council

I

I

I
e e e e e -~ 1
E FALL SPECIAL |
%100 OFF
: |
: |
. Recurring Cleaning ! !
LA i s

480-550-8282 + TwoMaidsCleaning.com

3150 oFF

Move Out Clean

First time customers only. One time use with

member Matt Orlando read into the
record anamendment with alist of pro-
hibited commercial-type uses. These
included “third-party parcel distri-
bution centers in excess of 400,000
square feet in aggregate, including
no single parcel distribution build-
ing in excess of 200,000 square feet.”
The report states the city will have the
ability to concurrently approve, along-
side Maricopa County, during its re-
view process, all specified land uses,
building design, site design, parking
area layouts and site access points.
“Further, this agreement re-
quires that annexation occur pri-
or to any construction at the
project site,” the report states.
City staff contacted property man-
agement representatives for Pinelake
Place and Kerby Estates — located
across Ocotillo Road from the parcels
— to notify them of the process, but
had not heard back from them as of
Sept. 18, the report states.

Deep Clean or
Move In/

coupon. Offer expires 11-30-25.

License #00825-2018
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Painting Stucco Siding Doors & Windows

We Do It All: Arizona's Leader for Exterior Remodeling & Repair

L 8 8.6 6 ¢

America’s Home Pros did a
fantastic job on my house! It
required a lot of repair work
prior to painting - woodwork
& stucco. All of it was handled
in-house & turned out great!

- Everyone who communicated
m m m with me (Sa|esman, inspector,
[} n - ) - 1 - ﬂ: 1 ] I
- “Armorcoat” Arizona's Toughest Paint - Won't Chip, Flake or Peel Coneaftart pries

consultant, project manager,

- Long-Term Paint Solution For Stucco, Block Or Wood Homes site supervisor & workers) were

professional, knowledgeable,

- Stucco Transformations & Repairs - Update To New Sand Finish responsive & friendly. Work was

done on schedule & | love the

- Siding Upgrades & Repairs - James Hardie & Fascia Replacement results. Maureen V.
- Doors & Windows - Custom Built & Installed -Lower Energy Bills

Fall Special

20% OFF

Call us NOW! Expires 11/30/25

480'71 2'5770 AHOMEPROS.COM

ROC #338650
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Gym

¢ krom page 6

structed gym for the past 20.

Getting to three decades wasn’t
easy, owner Scott Barclay told the
hundreds of parents, family mem-
bers and others who showed up
Sept. 13 — but it was the young
athletes who made it happen.

And since one of the two-de-
cades-plus coaches on staff has a
rare and incurable condition, the
event was also a fundraiser and
tribute for Rob Survick.

Survick spoke briefly in be-
tween performances by student
gymnasts.

“I don’t feel sick,” said Survick,
who was diagnosed with ALS in
2021.” Survick told the attendees.
“All T feel is the love I've gotten
from this community.”

Aspire Kids Sports Center owner Scott Barclay holds
the microphone for coach Rob Survick on Sept. 13.
The daylong event served as both a 30th birthday
party for the center and a fundrasier for Survick,
who has ALS. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W.
Brooks)

Elliott Foster completes a routine as part of Aspire
Kids Sports Center’s 30th birthday celebration Sept.
13 in west Chandler. (Independent Newsmedia/Ja-
son W. Brooks)

Coach Megan Connor, with microphone, oversees
and directs young gymnasts as they demonstrate
during Aspire Kids Sports Center’'s 30th birthday
celebration Sept. 13 in west Chandler. (Independent
Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

Business
¢ From page 6

January.

KeenStack has leased 4,650
square feet of office space at
The Park at SanTan, 3075 W.
Ray Road, where a five-story
building looms over the Price
frontage road along Loop 101.

KeenStack would start oc-
cupying space in September, it
states.

Thiru Thangarathinam,
founder and CEO of Keen-
Stack, said in a statement that
KeenStack’s workforce has al-
ready grown from five employ-
ees in January to 48 worldwide.
He wants to grow the company
to about 100 employees globally
by the end of 2026.

A partner in financial planning.

We work with you to create a roadmap for success with personalized solutions that align with your
unique circumstances and aspirations. Our comprehensive wealth management services are
designed to educate and empower you every step of the way.

/Y INANCIAL

DesertFinancial.com/

Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. (RJFS). Desert Financial Credit Union and Desert Financial Wealth Management are
not registered broker/dealers, and are independent of RJFS. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA / SIPC, are not insured by
the NCUA or any other government agency, are not deposits or obligations of or guaranteed by the credit union, and are subject to risks and may lose value.




CHANDLER STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT

The Jim Kennedy Scholarship Fund was created by Jim
Kennedy to help Cox employees’ children go to college.
The scholarship provides $10,000 annually toward the
cost of tuition for 15 selected recipients each year.

COX

www.coxenterprises.com
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x StepUpStopCancer.org

Be a legend.
Insure your life.

With the right life insurance, you can
leave a legacy for your family. I'm
here to help. LET'S TALK TODAY.

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Espanol

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
1708145 Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm’

Assessment
¢ From page 10

“I’m kind of hoping we can move
away from that and start treating
these kids as individuals and address-
ing their needs as individuals —and
not start perpetuating stereotypes
that we should have gotten away
from long ago,” Rohrs said.

Assessment data is useful and nec-
essary, Dr. Jennifer Fletcher said.

“Assessments and data are good to
help drive student success,” Fletcher
said prior to Rohrs comments during
the Sept. 10 meeting. “Our teachers
use data and assessments to help stu-
dents’ abilities be on campus, engage
on campus, love school and start their
learning journeys.”

Following the comments, Fletch-
er said it’s the obligation of districts,
under state and federal laws, to report
data by subgroups to ensure districts
are driving toward success for every
child.

“We agree with you,” Fletch-
er said. “It’s not the ethnicity that’s
driving the behavior.”

Board President Patti Serrano
agreed with Fletcher, noting one pur-
pose of extensive research is to help
stave off districts and school systems
from past behaviors of marginalizing
different groups of students.

“The data does indicate that we
have, in fact, marginalized subgroups
(through the years),” Serrano said.
“The other example we saw there
was our special education students.”

Special Counsel
¢ From page 10

longer than we want to. We have a
superintendent search and bond and
override elections happening. I don’t
think we want to get involved in le-
gal proceedings unless it’s absolutely
necessary.”

Board President Patti Serrano re-
minded Rohrs that the “if needed”
clause is in the motion.

Earlier in the Sept. 10 meeting,
more than 15 teachers, students,
former students and parents spoke
during public input about on-site
career and technical education, all
in positive ways. Their main con-
tention was that the board should
preserve and continue to fight for
on-campus CTE programming, as
opposed to arrangements that in-
volve students having to travel from
their homes to one of EVIT’s Mesa

facilities.

Rohrs interrupted at the end of
public input, stating there are no
plans to eliminate any Chandler
CTE programs, pointing out CUSD
has doubled its budget and has
millions of dollars in a designated
reserve. Serrano reminded Rohrs to
limit his feedback on public input to
correcting the record on facts.

But Stephanie Ingersoll, spokes-
person for CUSD, said EVIT is
proposing funding cuts of 5% in the
first year, 9% in the second year
and 12% in the third year.

CUSD spends $873,000 annual-
ly to transport students to EVIT’s
Central campus in Mesa, Ingersoll
said. Among Chandler’s 21 CTE
programs, nine are unique to the
district and are not offered at EVIT.

At least seven other districts have
joined CUSD in taking legal steps
to stop the cuts, as of this writing.

Education
¢ From page 10

announced Oct. 18.

Angelica Abbey, a sixth-grade
teacher at Frye Elementary School
in Chandler, is among those five
educators.
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Affiliated Physician

MDVIP

Prioritize your health with personalized
primary care—right here in Tempe

Care includes advanced tests and screenings, with perks
like same- or next-day visits and a dedicated doctor who
understands your health needs. Longevity focused, add
years to your life and life to your years.

As your personal doctor, | can serve as your partner
and health coach—helping you to pursue optimizing key
aspects of wellness, including preventive care, fitness,
nutrition, sleep, stress management and healthier

aging. My practice focuses on midlife and older adults,
especially those interested in longevity medicine,
functional health and personalized primary care.

Jason Heavens, MD

& 623.444.2734
&) mdvip.com/JasonHeavensMD [a]

EAST VALLEY | NORTH PHOENIX

YAMAHA piee

MUSIC SCHOOL

Where kids love playing music.

EVYAMAHAMUSIC.COM/FREE-LESSON
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OPINION

Commentary
¢ From page 14

service cap of 16 consecutive years as
Mayor and/or Councilmember before
requiring a four-year break.

+ Clarifying how resignations
and partial terms are treated under
term-limit rules.

These updates remove ambiguity,
provide clarity for everyone and ensure
consistent application of term limits
moving forward.

Proposition 411 addresses Charter
language about the hiring and removal
of Chandler’s City Manager by:

+ Clarifying that the Manager serves
at the pleasure of the City Council.

+ Empowering the City Council
to remove the Manager for whatever
reason by a majority vote in a public
meeting.

+ Requiring severance pay for a
Manager be established in the contract

Tempe « McClintock - Marcos de Niza - Corona del Sol - Mountain Pointe - Desert Vista

ACADEMICS

between the City Council and the City
Manager.

These changes are intended to align
the Charter with modern best practices
in local governance and ensure ac-
countability between the City Council
and its appointed administrator.

I ask all residents to vote Yes on both
Propositions 410 and 411 and encour-
age your involvement in shaping the
ways we govern ourselves as a commu-
nity.

Additional details and the text of the
proposed amendments are available on
the City of Chandler’s Special Election

webpage: tinyurl.com/394cbswx.
Matt Orlando
CHANDLER CITY COUNCIL MEMBER

Editor’s note: Matt Orlando has served
six terms on the Chandler City Council,
the last rwo continuously since 2019. He
has filed a statement of interest to run for
mayorin 2026.

REVERENT DEDICATION

The Sons of the American Revolution were part of recognition of Constitution Week on Sept.
15 with the Chandler City Council. From the left are Council member Jane Poston, SAR mem-
bers David Bonnet, Jim Hinsey (holding the certificate), Mayor Kevin Hartke and SAR mem-
bers Brad Hopkins and Bill Baran. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

ACTIVITIES
ATHLETICS

’ CHRISTMAS MARKET

& ANTIQUE STORE

. 4 ¥

Unique Vintage, Home Decor, Vintage Furniture, Collectibles,
Vintage Clothing, Tools, Jewelry, & So Much More open 7 Days Per
Week! Plus, visit our Christmas Market Happening Every Day in
November, Except Thanksgiving Day.

MerchantSquareAntiques.com
1509 N Arizona Ave in Chandler
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2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I mag i ne yOu r home, tOta I Iy Orga n ized! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

40 %0t

Plus
Free Installation

ST 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with any
unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time of
purchase only. Expires 11/15/25. Offer not validin all regions.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 12 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not availablein all areas.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org

DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm | OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

EMAILS

azads@iniusa.org

legals@iniusa.org
azobits@iniusa.org

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

)
INDEPENDENT

NEWSMETDIA

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

PRESBY
PICKINS'
FLEA MARKET

Sat., Nov. 1
13001 Fountain Hills
Blvd, Fountain Hills,
Preshyterian Church

parking lot.

58 vendor spots, food
trucks and live music.
Shop, shop, shop!
Find toys, collectibles,
household, jewelry,
art, crafts, and more!

For more info:
fhpresbyterian.info/
fleamarket.

GOT STUFF?

DO A GARAGE SALE!
623-972-6101

NOTICE
Independent
Newspapers will not
knowingly accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,
such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
that it is. If you have
questions or doubts
about any ad on these
pages, we advise that
before responding or
sending money ahead of
time, you check with the
Better Business Bureau
at 871-291-6222 for
previous complaints.

4§ Likeuson

facebook

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$20 per market - 30 words

Your ad apﬁears in the newspaper
oice plus online

$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

560 four markets - 30 words

Your ad appears in four newspapers
of choice plus online

$50 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

of ¢

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service

= Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

FREE
ESTIMATES?]

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472

LICENSED
BONDED - INSURED
ROC#347844

SHOP WITH
CONFIDENCE

Search our classifieds for all your
business & professional service
needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

INDEPENDENT!
iniusa.org/classifieds

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

for one column by three-inch advertisement
*15% per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)

Starting at $45

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

$15°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 20+ YEARS
- Drain & Sewer Cleaning . Sewer Video Inspection
« Hydro-Jetting « Trenchless Sewer Lining
- Water Heaters « Water Treatment Solutions

« Faucets
" FiXtUreS Over 300 5-Star Reviews
« Leak Locating Go gle
FREE ESTIMATES L]
CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL 24/7 i,
480-895-5858 I

\_ cureallplumbing.com [Sl: y,

Post your Items for Sale EZ_IE E at YourValley.net

YORK

Senior & Military
Discounts

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

Roof Repairs - Roof Replacements « Flat Roofs Coatings « Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles

7\

& John York - Owner/Operator

602-705-5209

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

D ANGLER
ROOFING

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE

No job too big or small
Senior discounts available
ROC # 305771
Licensed Bonded Insured

480-518-3246

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

480.924.4444

FirstResponseRoofingAZ.com

ROC 337526

Your Ad Goes Here! Toadvertise call 623-972-6101




Commercial Full Time Glass Repair
Property

Commercial Lot

FOR RENT
'/ Acre Lot Available
$2,000 Month For A
6-Months Lease
Min. Required
In Apache Junction
Crossroads
Guadelupe & Ironwood
Contact Karol @

480-241-2907
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Call us today! (480)892-1556
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Glass Repair & Replacement
Window Replacement * Shower Doors

To Advertise Call

623-972-0101

YourValley.net

NO TRICKS, JUST TREATS

Inthe Classifieds!
623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

REACH RELIABLE
TALENT

HIRING SUCCESS!

Hiring today can feel like a revolving door—especially with many job
seekers prioritizing short-term perks over long-term commitment. If you’re
looking for employees who value consistency, reliability, and community,
our readers are exactly who you want to reach.

Advertising in our trusted publications puts your employment
opportunities in front of motivated individuals who are looking to build
lasting careers—not just chase the next offer.

Promote your employment opportunities where they’ll
make an impact—right here in your local newspaper.

Email: Azads@iniusa.org

‘RC)HANDLER
INDEPENDENT
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Y(\/ Sove e Dutes
SENIOR EXPQ THEPREMIERSENOR

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Sun City West - October 22, 2025 - SCW Foundation
Mesa - November 14, 2025 - Mesa Market Place Swap
Apache Junction - January 7,2026 - Central Arizona College
Surprise - January 27,2026 - The Colonnade
Litchfield Park/Goodyear - Feb. 18, 2026 - Tuscany Falls Ballroom
Chandler - February 24, 2026 - Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria - March 26, 2026 - Westbrook Village
Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?

EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

Pre-orders Rvailable
for Your 2026 Arizona
Scenic Wall Calendars!

To order your calendar just fill out the coupon or call us
at 623-972-6101 to place your order.

$5 ea. or Two for $8 or Five for $15!

PLEASE ADD POSTAGE PRICES to your payment for mailed calendars
One Calendar...$3 + Two...$5 - Three...$7 - Four...$12 - Five...$15

Makes a Nice Gift!

| Independent Newsmedia’s 2026 AZ Scenic Calendar Order Form
I Name |
1 Email or Ph.# I
| i
*Address
I 1
| Number of Calendars |
I *Only if we are mailing your calendars I

U Please mail my calendars O V'l pickmineup U Yes, | have included my payment (including postage)

i Return coupon and payment to: Independent Newsmedia - 17220 N. Boswell Blvd., Ste. 230, Sun City, AZ 85373
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NEED FLOORING OR SHOWERS?

SHOWERS ¢« COUNTERTOPS ¢« BACK SPLASHES
VINYL PLANK ¢ TILE ¢« LAMINATE ¢« WOOD

WE WILL BRING MAJOR MANUFACTURERS SAMPLES TO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS OR WE WILL PROVIDE
“INSTALLATION ONLY"” ESTIMATES IF YOU PURCHASE YOUR OWN FLOORING MATERIALS!
FINANCING AND DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE,

CALL TODAY!
REFER A FRIEND AND RECEIVE A $250 VISA GIFT CARD!*

*PROJECTS OVER $2500... ALL
OTHERS GET 10% OFF TOTAL

FLOORING. SHOWERS. BATH REMODELS. COUNTER TOPS

ZONARIISORSICONIN * ==~

ZONA IS OIS0 20'8

FLOORS
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