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| GOVERNMENT
Council
hires next
city manager

Patrick Banger served in
same role at Gilbert

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers
said the city council faced a diffi-
cult choice for the next city man-
ager between Gilbert Town Man-
ager Patrick Banger and Glendale
Assistant City Man-
ager Vicki Rios.

Council  unani-
mously voted to ap-
point Banger as city
manager during its
Oct. 14 meeting. Af-
ter the meeting end-
ed, Weiers said the decision came
down to one factor.

During direct interviews with
the council Oct. 7, he said, both
were asked how long they were
comfortable serving as city man-
ager before retiring. Banger’s time
line was longer.

“Patrick is a proven innovator,

Patrick Banger

® See City Manager on page 22

LICENSE PLATE READERS

xr

HOAs aj

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
Homeowners associations in
northern Glendale are adding to
the city’s available license plate
reader network, agreeing to install
cameras that monitor cars driving
through the subdivisions.
The Flock Safety cameras have
been in use by the city of Glendale
and other cities and police depart-
ments in the West Valley, but lo-
cal homeowners association are
joining that network as residents
seek more safety in their neighbor-
hoods.
The Arrowhead Lakes com-
munity first discussed the cameras
three years ago, HOA board vice
president Brian Kelley said.
These cameras became a more
practical, less expensive solution
to increasing crime and trespassing
in the upscale community. Arrow-
head Lakes” HOA approved and
installed 16 cameras at communi-
ty entrances a little more than two
years ago.
“There was a lot of talk from
some of the residents about want-

. Arrowhead Lakes HOA Vice
~ President Brian Kelley
" stands by a Flock camera
at the 59th Avenue and
&2, Melinda Lane entrance to
#— the Glendale community.
.. (Independent Newsmedia/
=% Richard Smith)
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® See Cameras on page 14
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Calles announces City
Council candidacy

Michael Calles, a fourth-gen-
eration Arizonan, veteran of two
branches of the armed forces, retired
Phoenix Police officer, and longtime
community leader, announced his
candidacy for Glendale City Coun-
cil in the Barrel District on Oct. 10.

Bart Turner is the incumbent
council member in the Barrel Dis-
trict.

Read online: https://tinyurl.com/
yunmbr9t

Government shutdown not af-
fecting Glendale, GESD, yet

As of mid-October, none of the
social services offered by the city
or the Glendale Elementary School
District at the GESD System of
Care Center, 7677 W. Bethany
Home Road.

“No program operations are
affected by the shutdown right
now or anticipated in the next two
to three weeks. If the shutdown
extends to December or later there
would be challenges to some of our
leslprogram funding,” stated Glen-
dale Community Services deputy
director Matt Hess in an email.

Read online: https://tinyurl.com/
y525ae2y

Shea Homes prepares final
phase of Legacy Place

The Glendale Planning Com-
mission unanimously approved a
preliminary plat for Legacy Place
Phase 2, at the southeast corner of
75th and Northern avenues during
its Sept. 25 meeting.

Colliers is the applicant for the
plat. Shea Homes will build the
151-lot, single-family subdivision
on 35 acres.

Read more: https://tinyurl.com/
y6ksfsmu

A view from the edge of Murphy Park to the proposed gazebo in the downtown Glendale park. Renovations were scheduled to begin in October. (City ofl

Glendale)

City fine tunes plans
to revamp Murphy Park

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale’s reimagination of its
downtown is starting to focus on
Murphy Park, just outside City Hall.

During the Sept. 23 City Council
workshop, council members and city
staff mostly discussed where a new
gazebo would be placed in the park
and how it would look.

The gazebo was originally located
in the southeast corner of the park.

“There were comments that it
might be too busy and too loud. It
was moved to the northeast corner
of the property. With that, we’re
providing an accessible, sloped plain
up to that elevated platform for those
special events. Mainly, that northeast
corner is a little quieter. It’s better for
special events,” said Michael Jacobs,
principal at Holly Street Studios, the

architects for the downtown project.

In the latest designs, the gazebo
has a more modern, tent-like roof.

Mayor Jerry Weiers, Vice May-
or Lauren Tolmachoff and council
member Ray Malnar all said they like
idea of railing around the gazebo.

“To look like a gazebo, it needs
to have some sort of railing going
around it,” Weiers said. “The advan-
tage of that would be to have it look
like a more traditional gazebo. But
also this would keep the skateboard-
ers from jumping off the edge onto
the sidewalk.”

Council member Lupe Conchas
said he was concerned that a crowd
of people around the gazebo could
block people walking on the side-
walk.

Council member Bart Turner said
perhaps the gazebo would work well

near Glendale Civic Center.

Conchas and Malnar said they like
a bit more traditional looking gazebo.

“The more traditional it looks, I
think the more citizens would want
to utilize it. And that’s what I want,”
Weiers said.

Malnar said he prefers a more tra-
ditional gazebo roof. Weiers asked to
see two or three roof options.

City Architect Eddie Garcia
pushed back on that idea, based on
longterm plans.

“We like the idea that is not nec-
essarily a completely covered roof
system. It’s just light and shadow,”
Garcia said. “We thought the roof
was very elegant.”

Tolmachoft asked if the gazebo’s
new location and park reconstruc-
tion will fit in with eventual plans for

® Sce Murphy Park on page 26
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Inspire Longevity for Life

Join us for a premier event featuring
workshops and panels on physical health,
cognitive health, aging with purpose, and
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Keynote Speaker

Arthur C. Brooks

Harvard Professor and
Best-selling Author

“Build the Life You Want: The Art and
Science of Getting Happier” & “From
Strength to Strength”.

Morning Keynote

Maddy Dychtwald

Co-founder of Age Wave,
Best-selling Author, and
Global Futurist

Visit LiveWellConference.org
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| BUSINESS |
Glendale chamber hires new CEO from Tucson area

The Glendale Chamber of Com-
merce announced the appointment
of Zach Yentzer as its next president
and chief executive officer on Oct. 7.

Yentzer will start in the new role
in November and joins the Glen-
dale Chamber from The Chamber
of Southern Arizona (formerly the
Tucson Metro Chamber), where he
served as vice president of business
advocacy, representing more than
1,400 businesses employing more
than 150,000 individuals across
Tucson and Pima counties.

In this role, he led the chamber’s
public policy and government af-
fairs, oversaw strategic communica-
tions, the military affairs committee,
and workforce development initia-
tives.

During the merger of the Tucson
Metro Chamber and Sun Corridor

NOVEMBER 14 THROUGH
DECEMBER 28, 2025

Laugh-Out-Loud Holiday Tradition.

Inc., he played a role in aligning pol-
icy priorities and integrating strate-
gic initiatives in the newly formed
Chamber of Southern Arizona that
brought economic development and
business advocacy together under
one organization.

“This is an exciting and pivotal
moment for Glendale — a rapid-
ly growing leader in the Valley for
sports and entertainment, technol-
ogy and innovation, aerospace and
defense, workforce development,
and more,” Yentzer stated in a press
release. “What happens in the next
two to five years will shape the next
25, and the Glendale Chamber of
Commerce will play a vital role in
creating that future. I'm grateful to
build on the strong foundation laid
by our outstanding board and staff,
and my family and I are thrilled to

CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 11 THRoUGH
DECEMBER 21, 2025

Legendary Music,

be part of Glendale’s present and fu-
ture story.”

Yentzer’s experience in advocat-
ing for business, public policy, and
workforce development, paired with
a commitment to collaboration and
results, will strengthen the cham-
ber’s role as a driving force for eco-
nomic prosperity and regional lead-
ership.

“Zach Yentzer’s work ethic, ex-

perience, and passion for commu-
nity-building are what we need to
continue building our legacy and
help Glendale continue to thrive.
The board looks forward to sup-
porting his leadership as we ad-
vance economic opportunity and
innovation throughout Glendale and
the entire West Valley,” stated Dr.
Jennifer Cruz, Glendale Chamber
board chair.

On Oct. 7, the Glendale Chamber of Commerce
hired Zach Yentzer as its new president and
chief executive officer. He will begin in this roie
in November. (Glendale Chamber of Commerce)

Traditional Holiday
— Favorites To Make Your

S E

Holiday Magic.

Memorable B_“’.ad
Delicious Dining:

DECEMBER 13 THROUGH

DECEMBER 23, 2025
Holiday Magic for Little Ones.

son Merry & Bright!

——ARIZONA
—— BROADWAY —

THEATRE

29/26

ASON

productions,
wﬁgliday Magic.

azbroadway.org | 623.776.8400




YourValley.net | Glendale Independent | October/November 2025 5

R

RESORT LIFESTYLE
COMMUNITIES

lyrahend Valley

Retire Well. Retire Here.

Discover an independent lifestyle that elevates senior living
with unparalleled choice! With a wide range of floorplans to
choose from, you can customize your living space to suit your
personal preferences. Plus, with our Signature Freedom

Dining program, your choice also extends to the plate. 1
We believe that the dream retirement lifestyle is different JSgiL Py ‘ "
for everybody, which is why our lifestyle is tailored to you. &=

, " S
All-Inclusive Amenities I Al — -- D,

¢ Live-In Managers!
¢ Month-to-Month Rent

+ Signature Freedom Dining Program
¢+ 3 Fresh Chef-Prepared Meals Daily 5\ = B
¢ 24-Hour Concierge & Valet Services —

¢ 24-Hour Emergency Alert System > 2Ll AL
* Weekly Housekeeping 0 0dd
¢ Robust Social Calendar
A0 / Q
O

¢ And Many More!

20025 N. 81st Ave. * Peoria, AZ 85382 ¢ ArrowheadValleyRetirement.com @ n




6 October/November 2025 | Glendale Independent | YourValley.net

BUSINESS MOVES
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NOW OPEN

@© MENSHO, a ramen destination
from Tokyo,celebrated the grand open-
ing of its newest location at Westgate
Entertainment District Oct. 11. The
store is at 9380 W Westgate Blvd D101,
After its first month, the store will begin
opening at noon. MENSHO is closed
on Mondays.

© Super Star Car Wash celebrated
its grand opening with a ribbon cutting
ceremony led by The Glendale Cham-
ber of Commerce on Oct. 3 at 5131 W.
Olive Ave.

© Dick’s House of Sport, has arrived

at Westgate and celebrated its grand
opening of its more than 100,000
square foot store in the Westgate area at
6385 N. 99th Ave., on Oct. 17.

O Arizona Automotive Institute re-
cently added a CDL rande at it Glen-
dale location, 6829 N. 46th Ave.

PURCHASES

Photo courtesy Cushman-Wakefield Hospitality/
Marketing

© Chicago-based Cushman & Wake-
field announced Sept. 22 that the firm
has successfully arranged the sale of As-
cension at Manistee Ranch, 71-unit
build-to-rent townhome community
located in the Manistee Ranch Master
Plan at 7959 N. 53rd Ave., in Glendale.
The property was sold by Kinella Cap-
ital and was acquired by NextWave In-
vestors for $23.45 million.

© Commercial real estate firm Lincoln
Property Co. announced on Oct. 1 the
sale of a 1.25 million-square-foot, Class
A industrial building in its Park303 lo-
gistics park in Glendale to Dollar Tree,
Inc. Park303 totals 210 acres and 3.75
million square feet of industrial space
along Loop 303 at Glendale Avenue.

GROUNDBREAKING

Photo courtesy Cushman-Wakefield Hospitality/
Marketing

© Creation, a Phoenix real estate de-
veloper with a nationwide footprint,
in partnership with QuarterMoore,
broke ground Oct. 7 on Harbor Park,
a two-building industrial complex on
9.69 acres in Glendale. Harbor Park
is already 67% preleased to PODS
Phoenix, a local franchise division of
PODS Moving & Storage.

CLOSED

© Gravity Coffee recently closed its
location at 5250 W. Bell Road.
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DON'TWAITTO

HEAR WHAT YOU'VE

BEEN MISSING.

Exhausted, Helpless, Lonely, Afraid?

You're Not Alone and

You're Not Without Hope

5 Medical Benefits of Treatment

Improved Quality of Life
Increased Cognitive Function
Reduced Experience of Tinnitus
Reduce Dementia Risk

Reduce the Risk of Falling

Clarity Guaranteed
CallNow: (520) 492-0724

99 w
So many people can
benefit from getting
the proper treatment

for their hearing loss. |
\

Learn More

Wl Get a Free Copy of
all Dr. Darrow’s Book at
HBCABookOffer.com
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| ELECTION 2025 |
Arrowhead Ranch residents

take part in bond meeting

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale will offer five locations
for ballot drop boxes and in-person
voting for its Nov. 4 bond election.
They are, along with the day they
open:

+ Foothills Recreation and Aquatic
Center, 5600 W. Union Hills Drive.
Opens Oct. 27.

+ Peoria Unified School District
Office, 6330 W. Thunderbird Road.
Opens Oct. 27.

+ Glendale Civic Center, 5752 W.
Glenn Drive. Open since Ovt. 14.
Drop box only.

+ Glendale Elementary School Dis-
trict System of Care Center, 7677 W.
Bethany Home Road. Opens Nov. 4.

+ West-MEC District Office, 5487
N. 99th Ave. Opens Oct. 31.

If Glendale’s two-question, $65
million bond proposal is approved
by voters, the projects it covers will
not directly effect the city’s northern
neighborhoods.

Still, several residents living north
of Bell Road attended a Sept. 30 bond
information meeting at the Foothills
Recreation and Aquatic Center.

Bond question 1 deals with flood
control and water retention and is for
$30 million. Bond question 2 focuses
on upgrading operations facilities that
support city infrastructure mainte-
nance and would be for $35 million.

Bond projects, if approved by vot-
ers, come with a strict time limit.

“All of the bonds must be spent
within three years of when we issue
them to avoid what we call arbitrage,”
said Assistant City Manager Vicki
Rios. “Let’s say we invested these
bonds in the market and we earned
5% interest but we’re only paying

3.5% interest on the bonds. Any of
that difference is called arbitrage and
we would have to pay it back because
they’re tax exempt bonds. We would
have to pay that to the federal govern-
ment as a tax on Glendale.”

Glendale  lowered

its property tax rate for
nearly 10 consecutive
years, she said.
e For the flood con-
e trol projects, Glendale
would receive matching
funds from the Marico-
pa County Flood Control District.

The city listed five flood control
projects, the largest planned on Beth-
any Home Road from 43rd to 51st av-
enue, estimated to cost $13.6 million.

“If you think about it, geographi-
cally and the way the city is oriented,
all of the water starts in the north-
ern part of the city and it flows sort
of downhill. That’s because we’re
sloped and it’s actually a downbhill
slope from the northern part of the
city to the southern part. We have
collectors along the way, but a lot of
the water ends up at this intersection.
When it gets there, it floods during
heavy rain events and it is very diffi-
cult to drain,” Rios said.

The operations bond question is
about the city facilities near 62nd
Avenue and Orangewood Drive, just
south of Grand Avenue.

A new police evidence storage
facility opened Sept. 24 at the site.
Now most of the buildings at the site
need to be revamped or demolished.

The city’s fleet — police cars, fire
vehicles, garbage trucks among others
— is maintained here. The operations
campus stores warehouse equipment.

® See Bond Election on page 15

Vicki Rios
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Election Day could bring more Deer Valley Umfled cuts

District hoping to reverse trend last 2
years, maintain original funding

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Deer Valley Unified District students and families
will learn this month about their maintenance and op-
erations budget — and possible cuts.

The existing 15% M&O override was first approved
by voters in 1991 and provides for the district’s op-
erating resources, including staff salaries and student
extracurricular activities.

Voters the past two years voted against continuing
the override. As a result, the district cut $11 million
from this year’s budget, which amounted to cutting
almost 50 staff positions, and also raised fees for extra-
curricular activities.

The district put the override on the November Gen-
eral Election ballot to prevent having to cut another
$11 million from next year’s budget and to maintain
previous funding levels.

20240 N 78TH AVE
GLENDALE, AZ 85308

License #AL11082C

IFYOU GO

What: DVUSD Governing Board November Meeting

When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 18

Where: DVUSD Governing Board Room, 20402 N. 15th Ave,,
Phoenix or live streamed at youtube.com/@dvusdboard/

streams

“Until that personally hits you and you don’t see
that, you’re not affected by it and you don’t really do
anything about it,” governing board member Stepanie
Simacek said from the dais in an Oct. 14 public meet-
ing. “But for all of those families who have a future
kindergartener, we will not have full-day kindergarten

if we do not pass this override.”

The General Election is Tuesday, Nov. 4.

The current override was authorized in 2019, but
FY2025 was the last year of its full funding.

This year the district used cash accounts to offset

® See Override on page 15
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COMING UP

Tuesday, Nov. 4:
Election Day

More Information:
DVUSD.org/election

Students make their way through campus at Copper Creek
Elementary School in Glendale on Sept. 8, 2025. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia/Steve Stockmar)
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TO AGE
YOUR WAY

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION
(623) 278-4949
InspiraArrowhead.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING, ASSISTED LIVING
& MEMORY CARE
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Established since 2010

Looking for a NEW Breakfast
spol, in the Arrowhead area?

We have a Full Breakfast Menu including Skillets,
Eggs Benedict, Praline French Toast,

Breakfast Burritos and much more.
Be)agtiful setting overlooking the Vistas Golf Course in Westbrook Village.

BUY ONE BREAKFAST
GET ONE FREE!

Mon-Fri Only 8am- 11am

—

~ Winner forboth
Best Famlly Restaurant
S
and @atere \:3

*2024*

WEST VALLEY
FAVORITES

v

Mon - Sat 8:00 am- 8:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
www.TheLinksGrill.com
18823 N Country Club Pkwy « Peoria

' October 15"- November 15t |

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Chrlstme Twidwell has run the Flagstaff Marathon. (Submltted photo)

Principal of Glendale based
virtual school opens up

Q&A with leader of Insight

Academy of Arizona
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The  Glendale Independent
caught up with Christine Twidwell,
principal at virtual learning school
Insight Academy of Arizona, which
is based at 5323 N. 99th Ave., Suite
210, Glendale, for a question and
answer session:

Name: Christine Twidwell

Where I live and work: Glendale

Why do you live in Arizona? I
was born in Arizona and was for-
tunate to grow up here. I attended
Northern Arizona University and
have worked all over the state. Work-
ing in virtual education through In-

sight Academy of Arizona provides
me with the opportunity to explore
our great state while helping stu-
dents from all over Arizona. I can’t
imagine living anywhere else.

What do you like most about
living in Arizona? There is no oth-
er state like Arizona! You can visit
beautiful mountain towns to expe-
rience the fall colors and snow, ex-
plore the desert in the winter, spend
time on the water at Lake Powell or
on the rivers and of course there is
the Grand Canyon.

What activities do you enjoy?
Spending time with my family, trail
running, camping, back country hik-

® See Principal on page 11



Principal
¢ From page 10

ing, baking, reading and traveling.
What clubs/organizations are
you involved in? I am on the chil-
dren’s ministry team for my church
and have the opportunity to lead our
5-8-year-old kids each month.
What is your favorite charity or
volunteer activity and why does
it deserves support from others?
I volunteer each month at a local
shelter that supports women and
children experiencing homeless-
ness. Together with a small group,
we prepare and serve themed meals
to the residents. The shelter offers
a safe and nurturing environment
where women receive essential
physical and mental health care. It
also provides job training and place-
ment services, empowering them to
build independent, sustainable lives
for themselves and their families. Al-

YourValley.net | Glendale Independent

though space and resources are lim-
ited, the shelter and its volunteers
play a vital role in offering hope and
connection to the women and chil-
dren as they work toward a brighter
future.

What is your No. 1 suggestion to
new residents looking for ways to
get involved in their community?
One of the best ways
to feel at home is to get
involved. Explore lo-
cal events, community
¥ centers and activities.

y Whether you're into
fitness, art, volunteer-
ing or just meeting new
people, finding your
niche helps you build connections
and discover groups that matter to
you.

What one thing would you like
to see changed in your communi-
ty? I would like to see more oppor-
tunities for kids to connect in the
community while engaging in ac-

Christine
Tidwell
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Friday, October 31% - 9:00-2:00pm
Saturday, November 1 - 9:00-2:00pm

Willowbrook United Methodist Church
19390 North 99th Avenue, Sun City

Quality handcrafted items from over 75 local artisans
Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe - homemade goodies, ethnic foods, and lefse

Hot Lunch available 11:00-1:00 on the patio

Various Raffles With Drawings on Saturday @ 1:30pm
You Need Not Be Present To Win!

Proceeds support the church'’s various outreach and missions projects.

ey 42
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7 A

tivities that align to their interests.
As a principal of an online school,
Insight Academy of Arizona, I see
first-hand how important it is that
students of all ages find connections
with their peers, pursue interests and
get involved in their community.

Describe your family I have been
happily married for 23 years to my
husband, Marc. We have a son who
will graduate from Arizona State
University this year and a daughter
who just started her freshman year
of college at West Texas A&M Uni-
versity. We have a large extended
family that is spread throughout Ar-
izona and we always look forward to
spending time together.

What do you do?: I am the prin-
cipal at Insight Academy of Ari-
zona. After nearly a decade with
Insight Academy of Arizona, it has
been such a blessing to help students
access a meaningful, personalized
and flexible learning experience.
Whether a student is working to-

| October/November 2025 11

ward credit recovery, traveling for
sports, managing family commit-
ments or simply looking for a quieter
learning path, online education is a
great option for those looking for in-
dividualized support.

What people are an inspiration
to you? I am fortunate to be sur-
rounded by people who are always
looking for ways to improve the
world around them. I am inspired
by those who look for the best in a
person or situation because it always
leads to something good and brings
hope for a positive outcome no mat-
ter what the challenge.

What is your advice to today’s
youth? Try doing one thing each
day that helps you grow. Read some-
thing interesting, volunteer your
time, watch a movie that motivates
you, or try something totally new.
Join a club, play a sport, or hang out
with people who share your inter-
ests, connecting with others makes
the journey way more fun.

e >
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Litchfield Park ESTIVAL OF ARTS DAILY

DISCOVER THE PARK

Spend a perfect fall weekend strolling the streets surrounding Litchfield Square Park.
Shop for fine art, one-of-a-kind jewelry, and unique artisanal treasures from more than 125 vendors.
Enjoy beer, wine, delicious festival fare, and our downtown restaurants.

Ryan, Pastel Paintings
Pictured: Pastel on LaCarte
Color My Mountain

AZ's “King of the Blues” Big Pete Pearson
takes the stage daily from 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Per lineup also includ
« Cold Shott & The Hurricane Horns

« Notes from Neptune
* R&B Tastings
o The Jam Bam Band

\ James Sandoval -
5 ) Custom Jewelry !f e
‘#‘ " Pictured: 9mm x 6mm P

}‘ X 2mm ring PR |

Dave Hatton Pho!ograé:hy

Southwest Landscapes ani
Pictured: Black Rock Oak Creek

LITCHFIELD SQUARE PARK
179 N. LA LOMA AVE.
JUST NORTH OF WIGWAM BLVD.
BEHIND LITCHFIELD PARK CITY HALL

Eric Tippit
Unique
Functional
Pottery
Pictured: Bt &

One-of-a-Kind g
Flower Vase

Nature

Michelle and Todd Haden
Hand cut Berkshire Bags
Pictured: Alisha Carryall

FREE ADMISSION
AND PARKING

litchfieldpark.gov.
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues. Visit
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take
the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate
or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on ci-
vility. Please include your name and
phone number, so we can contact
you for clarification or confirmation.
‘We welcome your photo. All opin-
ions must be no more than 300 words.

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar
month. Two submissions in the same
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibili-
ty of the person who submitted it.

SpeakUp

‘We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

‘We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

LETTERS TO THE NEWSROOM

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Resident explains
support of bond

Glendale voters will see two
General Obligation (GO) bond
measures on the ballot this Novem-
ber. I had the privilege of serving on
the Glendale Bond Committee and
wanted to share what I learned from
our meetings:

+ In March 2025, the city con-
ducted a survey of 400 residents
(0.15% of the city’s population) to
gauge public interest in four possible
GO bond categories: Operations
facilities, flood control, parks, and
libraries.

+ In May 2025, before the first
meeting of the bond committee was
held, the city council decided that
only operations facilities and flood
control would be considered for the
November election.

+ Question 1 is for $30 million of
flood control bonds that will address
recurring stormwater flood control
issues throughout the city, with a
significant focus on the area around
Bethany Home Road, 43rd Avenue,
and Grand Avenue.

+ Question 2 is for $35 million
of operations facilities bonds that
will address unacceptable work-
ing conditions for city staff at the
Glendale operations campus. This
30-acre campus was first constructed
in 1976 and inadequate investment
in maintenance has led to significant
issues including lack of central air
conditioning, unnecessary exposure

to hazardous materials, obsolete and
deteriorating structures, etc.

I was shocked to learn that city
staff are working in 100-plus degree
heat to maintain the police and fire
vehicles that we all depend on for
emergency services. I don’t think
anyone in our community would find
this to be acceptable. How can we
be confident in the city’s ability to
ensure public safety for 260,000 res-
idents when it is clearly struggling to
provide a safe working environment
for 2,000 employees?

This election will provide voters
with an opportunity to resolve both
of these longstanding issues. I hope
you will join me in supporting both
GO bond measures in November.

James Ngyuen
GLENDALE

LD26’s Crews: Prop 409
an investment in people

In Legislative District 26 in Mar-
icopa County, we look out for each
other. We check in on our elders, we
show up for our kids and we believe
that no one should be turned away
when they need help.

That’s why it’s important to know
about a bond election happening this
November, Proposition 409. Prop
409 will expand Valleywise Health,
our county hospital, and its services.

Valleywise is where people go
when life takes an unexpected turn,
insured or not. I know that struggle
personally. As a working mom who’s
juggled multiple jobs just to keep the
lights on and food on the table, ac-
cess to quality, affordable health care
has been essential for my family’s
survival.

Let’s be honest: the Valley is
growing fast, and our health care sys-
tem must grow with it. That’s why
I’'m voting yes on Prop 409.

Prop. 409 will help expand pri-
mary and pediatric care, build a new
behavioral health facility and train
the next generation
of nurses and doctors.
Many of these health
professionals will
directly from the very
neighborhoods they’ll
serve. Can you imagine
receiving care from a
health professional who understands
the local environmental and societal
pressures that impact your health?

This bond is more than dollars
and cents. It’s a moral investment in
our people.

Voting yes means keeping the
doors open for the next family in
crisis. It means building the kind of
Arizona we all deserve: one where
dignity, healing and hope are avail-
able to everyone.

Join me this November in voting
yes on Pro. 409. Let’s choose care.
Let’s choose community. Let’s
choose each other. We’re all we’ve
got!

Quanta Crews

Rep. Quanta Crews
LD 26

Editor’s note: Rep. Quantd Crews
represents Phoenix and Glendale the
Arizona Legislature.

Chamber interim CEO: Vote
yes to invest in Glendale

On Nov. 4, the city of Glendale
will ask voters to invest in their

+ See Letters on page 13
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community in the form of an all-mail
election with two ballot questions.

Question 1 asks voters to support
an investment in flood control and
water retention projects. If you’ve
ever driven through flooded streets
or seen storm drains overflow during
monsoon rains, you know how un-
safe and costly poor drainage can be.

Question 2 asks voters to support
an investment in city facilities that
help support critical operations, like
maintaining public safety vehicles,
repairing roads and keeping neigh-
borhoods clean and safe.

City operations facilities are
outdated and aging, and some have
been repurposed over the years from
their original use. Improvements for
safety, water conservation and ener-
gy efficiency are greatly needed, as
is the replacement of swamp coolers
with modern HVAC systems.

These questions share the same
goal: improving safety, efficien-
cy and quality of life in Glendale.
You can find audio recordings and
presentation documents detailing
the needs and proposed projects on
the city Boards and Commissions
website page under Citizen Bond
Election Committee Agendas and
Minutes.

I urge residents to vote yes on

questions 1 and 2. Voting to pass

the bonds is voting to invest in your
community. It is voting to increase
road safety and the efficiency of
services you receive. It
is voting to direct how
you want your proper-
ty taxes spent by your
municipal government.

A yes vote is not a
tax increase. It’s a re-
investment of existing
property tax dollars, guided by a city
policy that prevents new bonds from
raising property taxes.

As a Glendale resident and a
member of the last three Citizen
Bond Election Committees, I believe
these investments are vital. I will be
voting yes because Glendale and its
people are worth it. I hope you will
join me.

Lisa Baker I

Lisa Baker
GLENDALE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

From gap to growth: How
West-MEC is powering
Arizona’s workforce

A skilled and capable workforce
is essential to keeping any economy
thriving, especially in fast-growing
regions like Arizona’s West Val-
ley. With major employers such as
Ambkor, Nestlé, Amazon and others
expanding operations in metro Phoe-
nix, and with population growth

soaring, the demand for skilled
careers is only expected to rise,
particularly in the semiconduc-
tor and advanced manufacturing
industries.

The region faces several chal-
lenges in building the talent pipe-
line needed to meet this demand.
The high number of entry-level
openings, coupled with an aging
workforce approaching retirement,
has created a widening skills gap.
Compounding the issue is a general
lack of awareness about careers in
advanced manufacturing, specif-
ically what these jobs entail, the
benefits they offer and the paths to
enter them.

Arizona must act now to meet
the growing demand for skilled
workers. One organization helping
to address this challenge is Western
Maricopa Education Center, or
West-MEC.

West-MEC is a public career
and technical education district
serving more than 45,000 students
from 49 high schools across 3,800
square miles in the northern and
western Phoenix metro area. Each
year, more than 3,000 students
receive hands-on, industry-aligned
training at West-MEC’s four cen-
tral campuses.

CTE programs are developed
in close collaboration with local
employers and advisory councils
made up of industry profession-

als. This ongoing feedback loop
ensures West-MEC’s offerings are
responsive to workforce needs,
whether by updating curriculum or
launching new programs like the
Advanced Manufacturing program.

West-MEC equips high school
students with a powerful jump-
start toward in-demand careers, yet
misconceptions persist. A common
myth is that CTE students forgo
college or are not suited for higher
education. In reality, about 70%
of West-MEC graduates go on to
further their education, while 28%
enter the workforce directly out of
high school.

For example, students who com-
plete relevant programs at West-
MEC could pursue careers with
companies like Amkor Technology
Arizona in roles such as:

+ Manufacturing operations

+ Facility technicians (HVAC,
electrical, mechanical, water, con-
trols)

+ Logistics and warehouse tech-
nicians

Every student’s path is different;
some go to college, others enter the
workforce. Many do both. CTE
does not limit a student’s future; it
expands it.

West-MEC has over 30 career
training programs in areas includ-
ing auto tech, coding, welding and

+ See Opinion on page 22
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Cameras

® From page 1

ing to gate the community. There
was a feeling that we were seeing
people in the community that didn’t
necessarily belong. We had some in-
cidents — some burglaries, where they
broke into cars in the neighborhood and
mailboxes were being burglarized,” Kel-
ley said. “We have eight entrances and
exits. To gate that was really not feasible.
You have to own the property where the
gates would be.”

Flock cameras can scan plates and
run information through state police
watch lists and the FBI’s primary crimi-
nal database. It also allows users to create
“hot lists” to generate an alarm if a listed
plate is identified.

Kelley, a retired law enforcement of-
ficer, moved into the Arrowhead Ranch
community six years ago. He brought
the idea for the cameras to the commu-
nity.

Some residents voiced concerns with
who would have access to the license
plate data. Kelley said after the vote and
installation of the cameras all Arrow-
head Lakes residents, including he and
the board, were kept out of the loop in
their day-to-day operation and data col-
lected.

Cameras are tied into the real time
crime center for Glendale Police De-
partment, and now linked with the
Arizona Department of Public Safety,
Kelley said.

“The opposing side was that there
were people feeling like it was an inva-
sion of our privacy. Or they were afraid
the information would be used for some-
thing it shouldn’t be used for. Which is
really not possible,” Kelley said. “We
made sure no one at Arrowhead Lakes,
including myself, has access to that sys-
tem. I gave the Glendale PD the pass-
word, which I don’t even remember and
didn’t write down. They may have since
changed it. I don’t know. I was the only

one that had it to begin with.”

West Valley residents, particularly
in Surprise and Goodyear, voiced con-
cerns about privacy violations and how
data is shared, could be hacked and re-
tained in the system, then misused.

There is some legal precedent back-
ing up claims about Flock cameras and
misuse of similar methods of data col-
lection using emergent technology. In
2022, a car set off an automated license
plate reader system alarm in Litchfield
Park. The camera system told police
the vehicle was stolen. An officer pulled
over the driver for a stolen vehicle alert,
but the Flock Al made a mistake.

In 2021, the Fourth Circuit Court
found in Leaders of a Beautiful Strug-
gle v. Baltimore Police Department that
extended drone surveillance constituted
a Fourth Amendment search because
it created an intimate mosaic of private
tendencies.

In 2021, a Kansas police officer al-
legedly used the Flock system to snoop
on his estranged wife. He was later fired
and arrested.

Representatives of Flock did not re-
turn calls prior to publication.

Kelley helped neighboring Mohawk
at Arrowhead Ranch get their Flock
cameras in place. Arrowhead Ranch
Phase I is installing them.

Arrowhead Ranch Phase II HOA
board president Helena Johnson said the
HOA board is voting on Flock cameras
at its Oct. 21 meeting. Results were not
available at press time.

Glendale Police had six Flock cam-
eras in place by 2023. That August, the
camera system helped police arrest two
suspected car thieves.

On Feb. 13, 2024, the Glendale
City Council voted to approve a linking
agreement with Flock and the purchase
of 12 additional cameras for the police
department to deploy. The contract
is valid through Sept. 30, 2027, and
cannot exceed $400,000.

“This is a very inexpensive way

® See Flock on page 22
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¢ From page 9

the loss and minimize the impact to students and staff. If next
month’s measure fails at the ballot box, the override will reduce to
5%, from the original 15%, in FY27 and be eliminated in FY28.

“We actually didn’t cut any of the (FY2026) services that we
are providing through the override funding and so we had to find
alternative methods to continue to provide those services,” Deer
Valley Unified School District Deputy Superintendent Heather
Mock told the governing board at the meeting,.

Some of those alternative methods included instituting a fur-
lough day, which is coming on Jan. 5, for staff members; a one-
time option to use cash reserves, which in this case amounted
to just over $1 million; elimination of some summer programs;
and hikes in sports and arts participation fees for students and
families.

Asfor the 2019 bond (the bond measure is not on next month’s
ballot, only the override is) the district has about $45 million, or
26%, left of that original bond to spend over the next four years,
Mock said.

The bond money in 2025-26 has gone toward music instru-
ments in 21 district schools, uniforms and athletic equipment at
17 district schools, fire alarm projects at 29 schools, and roofing
and flooring needs at various district schools, among other
needs.

For 50+ Years
Arizona Families

Trust Us With

Memory Care lifestyles provide

Gleﬁ}roft“

one campus.

Our compassionate Assisted Living and

personalized support with dignity and
CENTER FOR MODERN AGING espect. That's our continuum of care on
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Bond Election
¢ From page 8

Glendale has ran out of space on the
campus.

“There is no space for them to have safe-
ty meetings, so they did it outside, used a
projector and projected it onto one of the
trucks,” Rios said.

The former home of Spring City on this
campus was converted into a storage facili-
ty, but it leaks and needs to be demolished.
Some buildings at the operations campus
still have swamp coolers instead of air con-
ditioning.

The total project costs $39.6 million.
Some of that cost will not be funded by
bonds or it will be paid back by the city’s
enterprise funds.

“I was telling them that there’s no air cir-
culation in there at all. It’s very dry,” Ar-
rowhead Ranch resident Helena Johnson
said.

Newer buildings will save water and
electricity use.

Operations campus bond funds include
language stating they can only be used for

INDEPENDENT ASSISTED MEMORY SKILLED

623-847-3105 | GLENCROFT.COM | 8611 N. 67th Ave Glendale, AZ 85029

things related to the campus.

Vice Mayor Lauren Tolmachoff said
the city has been fiscally conservative for
at least a decade. The city restricted itself
from raising its secondary property tax rate.

“We have a fiscally conservative com-
munity and we don’t want to go out for a
bond and start paying interest before we
need the money,” Tolmachoff said. “Vic-
ki and her staff do a great job on managing
that process.”

Arrowhead Ranch resident Tommy Cra-
mer asked if the improvements around 59th
Avenue and Thunderbird Road will tie into
the canal for drainage or will it be all un-
derground.

Glendale plans a $2.8 million flood con-
trol project at the intersection.

“The canal is right there but as it devel-
oped, we couldn’t get the water out of the
intersection,” City Engineer David Beard
said.

“Over the years we’ve been able to do
some different things to fix that. There’s
still a little bit left underground to get it
from that intersection to the canal.”
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Knuckleheads help Glendale ngh studelnts stay in game

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A bunch of knuckleheads
decided to put their heads and
hearts together for old Glendale
High School.

This group of friends, most of
whom graduated from GHS in
1977 and played baseball, start-
ed to meet in a local garage. Over
time gatherings grew to more than
20 people, with some coaches of
these former athletes joining in.

“About 20 of have been meet-
ing twice a year in a garage and
we called ourselves the ‘knuck-
leheads.” We all graduated in
77, except for a couple ’76ers,”
Mike Biciolis said, “Our hearts
have always been for Glendale
High School, even though we’ve

- K72 Pho
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moved away.”
Their talks started to turn from
old times in old town to the needs

of athletes and students now at

Glendale High.

Ed Russell, who runs a photog-
raphy studio in north Glendale,
followed friend Carla Bajek, an
assistant softball coach for Bartt
Underwood — also a knuckle-
head — at Cactus High School,
when Bajek took over the Glen-
dale High softball program for the
2022 season. She asked Russell
to take some game photos of the
Cardinals.

“When I went over to do pho-
tos, I started to get to know the
kids and find out their back sto-
ries and how tough these kids re-

® See Knuckleheads on page 17
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Founding members of the Knucklehead Foundatlon Ed Russell, Ieft Randy Shanahan, center and Mike Blclolls,
right, get together for lunch Oct. 10 at The Spot in north Glendale. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)
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experience at Glendale Community College.

Find your passion with hundreds of course
offerings taught by expert faculty.

Learn more at gccaz.edu

GLENDALE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

A MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGE




Knuckleheads

¢ From page 16

ally have it tough. Although they’re
great kids, they and their families
financially struggle,” Russell said.
“We started with four guys in Ben-
ny’s garage. Now there’s about 25.
Somebody started calling us the
knuckleheads. When I saw what
was going on at Glendale I thought,
‘let’s do something.’”

The Knucklehead Foundation
earned its 501(c)3 status in April.
Now, the nonprofit is preparing for
its second fundraiser at the spot
where it all started.

Originally planned to raise dona-
tions for Glendale Cardinals sports
teams, The Knuckleheads expanded
their focus to include fundraising for
cheerleaders, glee club and art pro-
grams.

The Knucklehead Foundation
will present a car show from 9 a.m.

YourValley.net | Glendale Independent

to 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 15 in Glen-
dale High School parking lot, 6216
W. Glendale Ave. Some athletes
will be there.

All vehicles and guests are wel-
come and the car show will include
raffles, music and food. Vehicle en-
try is $25, vendor spaces are $35.

“We wanted to focus on the high
school because it’s our first attempt
at doing anything like this,” Randy
Shanahan said. “We have hopes that
someday, the kids can replace us on
the board.”

Shanahan worked as an accoun-
tant and handles the charity’s finan-
cials.

The first fundraiser in April was an
unqualified success, raising $5,340
for Glendale athletics. Russell said a
lot of small donations helped.

This event at Bullshooters at
3337 W. Peoria Ave., Phoenix, of-
fered dart, cornhole and pool tour-
naments. Knuckleheads sold base-
ball tickets, a boom box and other

Glendale/Peoria
EET THE AREA’S NEWEST DENTIST, Dr. Brady Garrett
M and his team at The Grove Family Dental. Every
patient is treated like family here. Dr. Brady Garrett
brings advanced training and a FIERIICE
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just real relationships, modern
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FREE
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for Life

Call for details.
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Clear Correct
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$29
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with Non-invasive

Cleaning
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%7215 N. 72nd Drive, Suite A100, Glendale, AZ 85308
. Y 623.872.6080 | grovedentalaz.com
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raffle items.

Bullshooters owner Michael Bates
used to torment the Knuckleheads,
leading rival Apollo High to a num-
ber of close baseball wins against
Glendale in the '70s. Now he had
the Cardinals’ backs.

“Mike Bates was phenomenal. He
opened his place up to us. He didn’t
charge us for cornhole or pool. We
had to pay a little bit for darts be-
cause of the vendor,” Russell said.
“It was pretty cool. We played
against him ad he was very good.
It was kind of cool having the old
Apollo-Glendale rivalry come to-
gether to help Glendale High kids.”

Biciolis said parents and coaches
taught them to give back.

His wife makes custom cakes and
baked four of them for the Bull-
shooters fundraiser.

“That’s the cool part of our group.
Mike’s a knucklehead and his wife
just jumps in and makes a cake,”
Russell said. “Randy’s our money

Foot & Ankle
Specialists of
Arizona

A Sole Horizon Podiatry Partner
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guy and he spent hours helping on
the fundraiser.”

Biciolis said the newer the high
school, the better the neighbor-
hoods, the more money for the
sports programs and activities. The
group’s mission is to put money in
place to allow school programs and
students a chance to continue in dif-
ficult conditions.

“Some of the things I've seen are
coaches pulling out of their pockets
to buy shoes for athletes,” Russell
said.

Shanahan said the next Knuckle-
heads fundraiser will be a golf tour-
nament in April.

Russell has taken photos of sports
and activities at Cactus High School
for more than a decade. He said it’s
cool if the Knuckleheads concept
catches on at other high schools in
Glendale and the West Valley.

“We’re all in our mid-60s so it
would be nice if we left that legacy,”
Russell said.

WE
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PREP FOOTBALL

Skyhawks keep pushing past | |njur|es to wms

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

At this point, Deer Valley football expects more
and tougher obstacles, and the Skyhawks believe
they will overcome them.

Take the Oct. 10 home game against Lake Ha-
vasu. After three straight road losses, Deer Valley’s
gauntlet continued against a 5-1 team on a four-
game winning streak.

By the second offensive drive, the Skyhawks were
without star wide receiver Coleston Paxton due to a
knee injury and by the second quarter senior safety
Simon Gonzales was out with an dislocated elbow.
Yet, this determined team built a 17-7 halftime lead
and held on for a 24-23 victory.

“I think my staff and I have gotten really good
at playing Tetris since we’ve been at Deer Valley.
We come in on the weekends and we’ve got to put
different people at different positions and scheme it
up,” Skyhawks Head Coach Dan Friedman said.
“My defensive coaches do a really good job of that.

Our d-line is different every week, it seems like. We
have four linebacker positions and it seems like one
is getting hurt every game. So our kids have to know
every position. Coach C is doing a great job. The
same with Bubba (Clement) with the corners.”

Paxton took a hit to the knee during a punt return
Oct. 3 at Scottsdale Chaparral. He hobbled off and
was checked out by trainers. That night, the injury
appeared to be a contusion.

An MRI Oct. 14 revealed Paxton had torn his
ACL and MCL and has a small fracture in his knee.
He learned the diagnosis Oct. 15. The next night,
the Skyhawks made the trip to Estrella Foothills to
face the team the kept it from the playoffs a year ago.

At 5-9, 160 pounds, Paxton developed into a
great high school football player, Friedman said.

“He’s one of my favorite kids that I've had in
a long, long time. He’s such a hard worker and so
competitive,” Friedman said. “This senior group, all
of 13 them played for us as freshmen, which is cool.

® See DV on page 19

Deer Valley senior linebacker/safety/quarterback Rylan Barnes
does a rep on the bench press at the Glendale school Oct. 15.
(Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)
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Coleston was one of the leaders of that
group. As sophomores after the season
we were 0-10, they were frustrated
they wanted to work. They loved foot-
ball and wanted to work at that.”

Paxton led the team with 44 catch-
es for 518 yards, exactly double that of
fellow senior Brody Keith (22 catches
for 259 yards).

He shined in the second half come-
back against Goldwater Sept. 5, when
the Skyhawks erased a 34-14 halftime
deficit to beat their rival 38-34. Pax-
ton made 10 catches for 179 yards and
three touchdowns.

“Everything I wanted to do was to
come here and make Deer Valley a
success,” Paxton said. “I still feel like
we haven’t played to the best of our
potential yet.”

In the game where Paxton was in-
jured at Chaparral, he caught eight
passes for 115 yards and a score.

He practiced a bit the week of the
Lake Havasu game.

“He played against Havasu for a se-
ries or two and caught a couple of balls.
He went out on a post pattern that was
kind of under thrown, he went up for
it and came down. He landed on his
left foot and said, ‘My knee’s killing
me.” So we took the pads off and he
was done,” Friedman said.

Senior interior lineman Alex
Jimenez, who starts on both sides of
the ball, has not been back since the
Goldwater. It is the third straight sea-
son he has missed a couple of games.
He may be able to return Oct. 24 at
Buckeye, Friedman said.

Deer Valley was originally given a
game against 6A Mesa Desert Ridge
by the AIA schedule makers.

Not having the option to play a 4A
team, that game was switched to 5A
Chaparral.

Junior defensive end Marcus Wil-
liams went off in an ambulance that
night. Fortunately testing that night
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revealed no fractures to his back, just
deep bruising.

“We just have a team full of ath-
letes,” senior linebacker/quarterback
Rylan Barnes said. “I think what this
team has that a lot of previous Deer
Valley teams didn’t is the chemistry
and how tight we are. We don’t give
up on each other.”

Barnes knows that firsthand, hav-
ing played snaps at linebacker and
safety, and coming in as a backup
quarterback Sept. 27 at Thunderbird
when junior starter Gavin Youngker
was checked for a possible concussion.

The defense had to improvise again
after Gonzales went out against Lake
Havasu.

“I play linebacker, but I know all
the linebacker positions,” Barnes said.
“I play what we call the ‘dawg’ safety
position and can move to the WILL
linebacker or SAM linebacker. Bryson
Keith ended up taking Simon’s safety
position when he went down. That’s
where he played last year.”

Most of the Skyhawks’ 13 seniors
have played together since their fresh-
man year and really play for each oth-
er, Paxton said.

To him, the Goldwater comeback
was the epitome of this group.

“Going down to a team that just
runs the ball and chews clock, that’s
hard to stop,” Paxton said.

All year, Deer Valley has been driv-
en by its playoff snub as a 9-1 team in
2024. At 4-3 despite a much tougher
schedule, the Skyhawks are also play-
ing for Paxton now.

“He’s been one of our No. 1 guys.
Coleston is a huge leader. I don’t
know anybody who loves football
more than him. For him to go down
like that is really sad,” Barnes said. “I
also know that he wants us to succeed.
As far as how close our relationships on
this team are, I spend a lot more time
with my football teammates than I do
at home. I didn’t grow up with them
but lot of our senior group has known
each other since they were little.”

W_/_ |
‘ by COZIr

SENIOR LIVING

-

Call for more information

(623) 323-1550

17271 N 87th Ave, Peoria, AZ 85382

TheMontecitoSeniorLiving.com

License No: #AL12198C Y w
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Free Dino’s Git-Down returns to stadium parking lot

SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Dino’s Git-Down, the largest GM
only truck and car show in the coun-
try, returns to State Farm Stadium in
Glendale Nov. 14-15.

More than 8,000 custom and re-
stored Chevy trucks will be on dis-
play from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 14.

The event opens up to anything
GM — custom hot rods, cars and
trucks — from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 15.

Dino’s Git-Down features custom
and vintage Chevy and GM trucks
from across North America. Admis-
sion and truck participation is free.

There is no charge for parking. Fri-
day is dedicated to Chevrolet/GMC
trucks only, while Saturday is open to
all GM vehicles.

Give Your

Child the
Gift of
Broadway!

Three incredible shows
curated for young

people with big
|mag|nat|0ns >

ARIZONA

BROADWAY

THEATRE
PRESENTS

THEAIRE

FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES
2025/2026 SEASON
azbroadway.org
623.776.8400

The event, organized by Dino
Battilana and presented by Classic
Performance Products, attracts thou-
sands of vehicles and spectators each
year.

This is the event’s 15th year, be-
ginning in Battilana’s backyard and
evolving into a major event in the na-
tional car show scene.

In addition to the thousands of
vehicles on display, the event will
feature an auto-themed expo with
250 local and national vendors spe-
cializing in Chevrolet/GM products
offering engines, transmissions, sus-
pension parts, audio systems, wheels,
paint, mufflers, lifts, upholstery, met-
al fabricators and more. Everything
needed to build a custom project will
be there.

® See Car Show on page 21

Car and tuck enthhsiasts packed State Fam Stadium in e 2023 Dino’s Git-Down event in Glendle.
The 2025 version will be Nov. 14-15. (Photo by Kendra Aceto Photography/Courtesy Dino’s Git-Down)

TRUSTED GUIDANCE
FOR YOUR NEXT CHAPTER

LIVING TRUSTS & WILLS « POWER OF ATTORNEY FORMS
HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES ¢ DEEDS & BENEFICIARY DEEDS

Retirement Income Planning ¢ Insurance & Annuities

Financial Security Group

25 Years of
Your Security,
Your Peace of Mind

Call Today For Your Free Consultation

623 l — 2 2 Located At 99th Ave & Bell Road
No legal advice given - Not a law firm

ARIZONA OWNED & OPERATEDAH =



Car Show

¢ From page 20

Included again this year are a
cruising lane and top 100 trucks,
some of which will be in the Bar-
rett-Jackson and Mecum auctions.
Attendees can enjoy food, live
music and dancing in the tailgate
grass area. Food Truck Alley will
have specialty offerings.

There will be a free raffle of
vendor products Nov. 15, includ-
ing three engines from Courte-
sy Chevrolet, Blueprint Engine/
Summit Racing and Auto Nation
Parts/Performance Chevrolet.

“It’s all free and there is some-
thing for everyone. You will never
see this many trucks in one place
in Arizona. We've got great food
and the kids can play in the grass
and just have fun.” Battilana stat-
ed in a press release.

Battilana greets ever truck own-
er as they come in the gate, that
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way he gets to see every partic-
ipating truck, meet every owner
and hear their vehicle run.

Battilana stated there is a wave
of enthusiasm across the country
for custom and restored GM trucks
and it’s only getting more popular
every year.

In addition, Cure Realty will sell
T-shirts with all proceeds donated
to children’s cancer network; C10
Club. Arizona T-shirt sales will
benefit The Foster Alliance; the
Glendale Community College au-
tomotive department will have a
booth to recruit students; Salt Riv-
er Police Department will be on
hand recruiting; and She’s All Cat
will have a cat adoption booth.

Dino’s Git-Down is presented
by Classic Performance Products
and sponsored by Courtesy Chev-
rolet, Speedway Motors, Switch
Suspension, UP Car Parts, Auto
Nation Parts, O’Reilly Auto Parts
and Chevy On.

OCT. 24-JAN.4

Tianyu Lights Festival

The Tianyu Lights Festival returns to the
West Valley this fall with more than 60
groups of handcrafted lantern displays
featuring more than 1,000 illuminated

pieces. This exhibit opens Oct. 24 and is

on display through Jan. 4, 2026 at Cam-
elback Ranch. Tickets are available for
purchase. Ticket prices start at $25 for
children and adults ages 12 and up and
$18 for children ages 3-11. Entrance is
free for ages 2 and under. The entrance
to the parking lot is on Camelback Road.
Parking is $10 per car when purchased
online in advance ad $15 per car when
purchased on site with a credit or debit
card. Cash is not accepted. Created with
a centuries-old lantern-making technique
reimagined with steel, fabric and LED
lights, the installations will transform
Camelback Ranch-Glendale into a glowing
spectacle stretching more than one mile.

Camelback Ranch-Glendale
10710 W. Camelback Road
Wednesday through Sunday nights from
6-10 p.m.

DesicN ARRAY
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PROFESSIO

16 x 7 Garage Doors

7" DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

NOW 449k
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A aYa DA 210 ateq

Startmg 1 8 9 9 Installed.
Plus tax.

Includes removing existing door
reconnecting existing opener.
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Boo Bash

Celebrate the Halloween season in the
Foothills Library Youth Department and
Patio for some spooky, fun-filled activi-
ties. Come dressed in your Halloween best
and take part in games and crafts that the
whole family can enjoy.

Glendale Foothills Branch Library
19055 N. 57th Ave.
4-5p.m.

(City of Glendale)
ARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM! [FTi1A:
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= OF A
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* % Located In Sun City For Over 26 Years! )
Free Estimates! « www.MakeMyDoor.c@m

9008 N. 99th Ave. = Sun City « 623-915-7777

Pl 99th Avenue & Olive « Monday-Friday 8am-5pm « Saturday by appt only
2= @2 Residential & Commercial = LIC # ROC 161375 = HOA = COA = PORA
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City Manager

® From page 1

and his experience aligns with Glen-
dale regarding economic development
and diversification of industries. His
forward-thinking leadership and re-
sults-driven approach make him the
perfect fit for Glendale as we continue
to grow, innovate, and lead across the
Valley,” Weiers stated in a press release.

Then Weiers had the unenviable
task of letting Rios know the decision,
he said. She started working for the city
in 2013 following a long career in the
private sector.

Rios attended the Oct. 14 meet-
ing and gave a brief report for anoth-
er agenda item. Weiers said after the
meeting he hoped both Banger and
Rios will both be part of the city man-
ager’s office going forward.

Banger was at the Gilbert Town
Council meeting at the same time Oct.
14.

His last day as Gilbert town man-
ager will be Jan. 2 Banger will start as
Glendale city manager Jan. 12.

“I'm honored to take on the role
of Glendale city manager, but I leave
Gilbert with deep gratitude and pride.
Over the past 14 years, I've had the
privilege of working alongside excep-
tional staff, visionary elected leaders,
and engaged residents and community
partners who have made Gilbert the
remarkable town it is today,” Banger
stated Oct. 14.

Glendale City Manager Kevin
Phelps announced his intent to step
down in February, kicking off the na-
tionwide search for his replacement. He
left the date of his departure open end-
ed. Phelps will remain with Glendale
until the end of January to complete the
transition, according to the press release.

“I am deeply honored to have been
selected as Glendale’s next city man-
ager and grateful to the mayor and
council for placing their trust in me,”
Banger stated. “I look forward to work-

ing alongside them and with Glendale’s
exceptional employees as we serve this
vibrant community and keep building
on the city’s momentum for continued
success.”

Under his leadership, the Gilbert
Heritage District attracted $387 mil-
lion in private investment and 748,000
square feet of new development.
Banger’s career includes private-sector
work, though he spent 24 years in gov-
ernment positions.

“I want to begin by expressing my
deep gratitude to Mr. Phelps, who has
led Glendale with distinction for nearly
a decade, and to every applicant who
stepped forward for this role,” Coun-
cilmember Lupe Conchas said before
casting his vote. “This vote isn’t just
about selecting a new city manager. It’s
about the future of Glendale for the de-
cades to come. For the Cactus District,
it’s an important opportunity to grow
and serve our residents. I'm confident
Mr. Banger’s leadership will help us
continue the path forward.”

Flock

® From page 14

to address crime,” Council Member
Lauren Tolmachoff said in 2024.

From his law enforcement career,
Kelley said he knew these camer-
as were vital in investigations. More
than 85% of crime investigation will
involve the use of license plate read-
ers, he said.

WEST VALLEY
FAVORITES

Arrowhead Lakes’ Flock camera
cost about $100 per house per year
— or $45,000 total each year.

This summer, Arrowhead Lakes also
decided to hire off-duty police officers
to patrol the neighborhood at random
times. Use of the lakes by nonresidents
was mostly a liability concerns.

Flock captures a license plate and
a photo of the car. A private individ-
ual would have to have access to the

VOTE
WEST VALLEY Announced

FAVORITES'

system to learn information from the
license plate. Residents also cannot
influence police to look up others’
personal information.

“I think people feel a little bit more
secure,” Kelley said. “According to
Glendale Police our crime rate — al-
though it was ever really high — is
down 23% to 25%. We’ve had some
successes with recovering stolen

property.”

OPINIONS

Opinion
¢ From page 13

nursing. Each program is aligned
with local industries to ensure
students are learning what an
entry-level employee would need
to know to excel in their role.
Not only are students taught the
technical skills required to obtain
these roles, but just as important-
ly, they are learning the profes-
sional skills required to keep and
progress their careers.

As the West Valley’s workforce
evolves, CTE is proving to be a
powerful launchpad for lifelong
success. By empowering students
with real-world skills, industry
credentials and a head start in
the job market, West-MEC helps
bridge the gap between education
and employment, an urgent need
in our rapidly changing economy.

An investment in CTE is an
investment in a future-ready
Arizona — one with a skilled
workforce, a robust economy and
a thriving community.

Scott Holman
AMKOR TECHNOLOGY ARIZONA

Editor’s note: Scott Holman is
vice president of human resources ar
Ambkor Technology Arizona.

ThankiyoulforVOURIVoTe?
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Phat Cat Swing ]
AlNot So Silent nght |112/5
Featuring Amercian Idol favorite Blake Lewis!

The Texas Tenors: Let Freedom Sing | 11/22
The America’s Got Talent superstars return by popular demand!

Christmas with Morgan Freeman’s Symphonic
the Celts | 12/8 Blues Experience | 1/8
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" Festival
Samara Joy | 4/9 Orchestra | 2/22 31

A4~2, Arizona Musicfest

Celebrating 35 Years e
50+ CONCERTS ARE NOW ON SALE | 480.422.8449 | AZMUSICFEST.ORG

Patti LuPone | 2/16

Katharlne MéPhee | 3/28
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Independent
Newspapers will not
knowingly accept any
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Quality Products & Service
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Shredding

ABCO Shredding Services

...more than just paper shredding

Murphy Park

¢ From page 2

Velma Teague Library, particularly

+ Paper « Witness the shredding . - ¢
« Al shredded paper 8am-2:30pm M-F or drop if the council eventually decides to

is recycled off 8am-4pm build a new library building in the
« Hard Drives « A Certificate of

Destruction is included
on the receipt.

« Pickup Service Available

623-748-8480
www.abcoshredding.com
2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

park.

“If the decision is to proceed with
this proposed idea of a gazebo be-
ing in the northeast corner, we can
definitely look at some opportuni-
ties along that edge of Glenn Drive.
I think we’re only talking about
11,000 square feet of area that we’re
considering to program,” Garcia said.

Time is running out to begin work
at Murphy Park in order to finish it
at the same time as City Hall and the
amphitheater.

The goal was to begin construc-
tion in October with Murphy Park
renovations substantially complete in
April 2026.

Following discussions with the
council in June, city staff came up

REACH RELIABLE
&» TALENT

in/out of Laptop/Computer

« iPads, Tablets,
Cell Phones, Etc.
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\&
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with a compromise for the look of the
park’s light poles.

Lights along the park’s perimeter
— Glenn Drive, 58th Avenue, Glen-
dale Drive and 59th Avenue — will
retain their old time look. The poles
will be rewired with new LED lights.

New ornate poles with a more
contemporary look will ring the inte-
rior loop.

“I know there was discussion of
these kind of shower-head looking
lights that were being proposed,”
Tolmachoff said.

These multi-light poles will have
colored lights that are programmable
and can shine onto existing mature
trees, Jacobs said. Operators can also
program a pattern within the lights.

The interior area lighting, park
benches and trash cans will all match
the renovated City Hall.

Donor plaques relocated to similar
locations in four different areas of the
park. Tests showed these plaques can
be moved without being damaged.

Murphy Park’s redesign allows
flexible spaces for community events
and pop up retail.

More desert adaptive plants along
with trees and shrubs will be added.
The perimeter of the park will have a
green edge.

The majority of park would still
be turf. Evergreen elm, Chinese Pis-
tache and oak trees will be planted to
provide larger specimens.

Shrubs will provide color, same
palate as around the new city hall,
just not as many.

Turner suggested planting a good
amount of Arizona ash trees. Their
leaves turn gold in the fall and would
complement the red leaves on the
pistache.

“Mr. Turner was talking about ash
trees and I agree with him. I actually
planted 10 of those at my property 25
years ago ad I get the most beautiful
red ad gold colors,” Weiers said. “The
great news is you get shade when you
need it in the summertime.”

One Calendar..

Pre-orders Rvailable
for Your 2026 Arizona
Scenic Wall Calendars!

To order your calendar just fill out the coupon or call us
at 623-972-6101 to place your order.

$5 ea. or Two for $8 or I'lve for $15'

PLEASE ADD POSTAGE PRICES to your payment for mailed calendars
.$3 - Two...$5 - Three...$7 - Four..

.$12 . Five...$15

| Independent Newsmedia’s 2026 AZ Scenic Calendar Order Form
I Name

I Email or Ph.#

: *Address

| Number of Calendars

*Only if we are mailing your calendars

I U Please mail my calendars O V'l pickmineup U Yes, | have included my payment (including postage)

i Return coupon and payment to: Independent Newsmedia - 17220 N. Boswell Blvd., Ste. 230, Sun City, AZ 85373
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2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I mag i ne yOu r hOme, tOta | Iy Orga n ized! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
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— =9 4070

Plus
Free Installation

ST 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with any
unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time of
purchase only. Expires 11/30/25. Offer not valid in all regions.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 12 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not availablein all areas.

I

I

s

N

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 © D ClosetsbyDesign

closetsbydesign.com neoao

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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» New Construction, Repairs,
Recovers, Maintenance

ﬂ%. » Installation of Gutters

S

=" ) Shingles, Tile, Bullt Up Single Pl
Foam & Coatings, Metal, Shake

estasLisnen v We’re Here To Answer Your ‘ ” o
1982 Questions. Give Us A Call! J BS ROO FI N G

623.247.9252 JIM BROWN & SONS ROOGFING
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