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Arizona@Work Pinal County 
officials available 3 days a week

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

In addition to being a one-stop shop for checking out books and 
other media, the Apache Junction Public Library is home to 
Arizona@Work Pinal County services three days a week un-

der a recently expanded partnership that provides free services such 
as helping with job searches and meeting with a career coach.

Arizona@Work Pinal County officials who had been at the li-
brary, 1177 N. Idaho Road, one day a week are now there 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. Mondays and 9 a.m.-noon Tuesdays and Thursdays. Officials 
recently celebrated the expanded partnership with the city during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony outside the library.

Area residents seeking Arizona@Work Pinal County services 
previously had to travel to Casa Grande, which for years has been 
the economic growth center of the county, said Joel Millman, di-

Library expands access  Library expands access  
to job-hunting resourcesto job-hunting resources

A ribbon-cutting ceremony for Arizona@Work Pinal 
County was recently held outside the Apache Junc-
tion Public Library, 1177 N. Idaho Road. From left 
are Moriah Robles, compliance and monitoring spe-
cialist with Arizona@Work Pinal County; Shannon 
McHenry, administrative specialist with Arizona@
Work Pinal County; Mayor Chip Wilson; Apache 
Junction Public Library Director Pam Harrison; Pinal 
County Supervisor Jeffrey McClure; Leroy Sparrow, 
workforce specialist at the Arizona Department of 
Economic Security; Harold Christ, chair of the Pinal 
County Workforce Development Board; Pinal Coun-
ty Supervisor Jeff Serdy; Nicolis Martinez, work-
force re-entry coordinator with Arizona@Work Pinal 
County; Emily Jackson, workforce career coach with 
Arizona@Work Pinal County; Joel Millman, director 
of the Pinal County Economic and Workforce Devel-
opment Department; and Jose Alvarado, one-stop 
operator with Arizona@Work Pinal County. (City of 
Apache Junction)• See Library on page 4 • See Election 2025 on page 4

In separate ballot 
item, city mayor term 

changed to 4 years
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Apache Junction and Gold Can-
yon voters decided in a mail-only 
ballot Election Day Nov. 4 that Su-
perstition Fire and Medical District 
can issue bonds to provide funds to 
construct, renovate, improve, equip 
and furnish fire stations and other 
district facilities, acquire apparatus, 
vehicles and equipment, and other 
costs. 

In a separate ballot item, voters 
agreed the Apache Junction mayor’s 
term of office should be lengthened to 
four years from the present two years.

Fire bonds
Unofficial results posted at 4:45 

p.m. Nov. 10 in Pinal County and 
4:25 p.m. Nov. 8 in Maricopa Coun-
ty for the fire bonds are:

• Yes, 9,456 in Pinal County plus 
21 in Maricopa County for a total of 
9,477.

Superstition Fire & 
Medical District’s 

$33.8M bond OK’d
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By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

There would be no sales tax ben-
efit derived from the Apache Junc-
tion Sewer District obtaining 501(c) 
tax-exempt status for the nonprofit 
utility, the five-member volunteer 
board was told recently.

Board Member Roy Starr made 
the suggestion during an Aug. 26 
meeting that the district’s qualifica-
tion for tax-exempt status as a utili-
ty and not-for-profit organization be 
discussed, according to the meeting’s 
minutes.

District Manager Darron Anglin 
and District Counsel Jason Cassidy 
separately researched the benefits in 
seeking 501(c) tax-exempt status for 
the utility such as not paying sales 
taxes on items needed to construct 
new facilities. They updated the 
board Sept. 23 about their progress 
and then on Oct. 28 to say it was not 
possible.

“A little more research done... 
501(c)(3)s in Arizona are still re-
quired to pay sales tax. In other states 
they are not required to — in Arizona 
they are,” Anglin said Oct. 28.

“Essentially because in Arizona 
we don’t really have a sales tax — it is 
a use tax,” Cassidy said Oct. 28 of the 
state’s transaction privilege tax. “It’s 
a tax on the person doing the selling. 
So if the district became a charity it 

has to pay sales tax.”
The sewer district is an inde-

pendent, public, nonprofit entity de-
veloped solely for the benefit of its 
customers and the Apache Junction 
community to operate and maintain 
a regional system for the collection, 
transport and treatment of sewage 
from the properties existing within its 
boundaries.

Board members to the sewer dis-
trict are appointed by the Apache 
Junction City Council.

Members of the district board 
serve as volunteers who are responsi-
ble for setting policy and rates, adopt-
ing a budget and other high-level de-

cision making regarding all aspects of 
the district’s operation and on-going 
business affairs.

By state law, board members 
cannot own 40 acres in the district, 
cannot be an employee or agent of 
a landowner who owns 40 acres or 
more in the district, cannot be an em-
ployee of the city or the county and 
cannot be an elected official of the 
city or county.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them 
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 

long as they meet our Civility Guidelines, https://
www.yourvalley.net/civility-checklist/.

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Pinal County employee 
leading new state board 
A member of Pinal County 
Attorney Brad Miller’s executive 
team has been tapped to head 
a new statewide board on sex 

offenders.
Beth Goulden, 

communications 
and intergovern-
mental affairs for 
the Pinal County 
Attorney’s Office 
was recently elect-
ed to be the first 

chair of the newly established Ar-
izona Sex Offender Management 
Board.

Go to tinyurl.com/mr7p49j

Human trafficking a 
problem in Arizona, 
expert says

Human traffickers love Arizo-
na, Karen Cahn, with the Safe 
Action Project, told a crowd of 
about 75 people at a recent event.

We’ve got great weather, 
tourist attractions like the Grand 
Canyon and sporting events like 
the Superbowl that draw traffick-
ers to the area, she said.

Victims of sex trafficking often 
see their trafficker as someone 
who is helping them out of a bad 
situation, such as trouble at home 
or a lack of food or drugs, Cahn 
said.

Go to tinyurl.com/58b3x26s

2 thefts, 1 burglary 
reported in Apache 
Junction to AJPD

The Apache Junction Police 
Department took reports of thefts 
and a burglary.

Go to tinyurl.com/vrt9d3jr

Sewer district can’t use higher nonprofit 
status to save money

From left are Apache Junction Sewer District Board member Roy Starr, Treasurer Phil Tremonti, Chair-
person Kathleen Waldron, Vice Chairman Jim Reynolds and Secretary Jesse Gage at the board’s Oct. 
28 meeting. (Independent Newsmedia, Richard H. Dyer)

Beth Goulden 
(Pinal County)

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Apache Junction Sewer Dis-
trict recently approved a $400,000 
flocculant system that adds a liquid 
polymer so solids can coagulate and 
settle more effectively as they enter 
clarifiers. 

The five-member sewer district 
board voted unanimously to approve 
the equipment’s installation at the 
east and west secondary clarifiers to 
be paid from the capital and replace-
ment fund.

The board in 2023 approved 
spending $300,000 for the installa-

tion but the project was put on hold, 
District Manager Darron Anglin said 
prior to the vote.

“It is $100,000 over. We had 
budgeted several years ago... This 
just got backburnered,” he said prior 

$400K flocculant system purchased

• See Sewer on page 22
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rector of the Pinal County Economic 
and Workforce Development De-
partment.

“The primary target job seeker for 
Arizona@Work Pinal County career 
services are individuals with barriers 
to employment,” he said. “It is almost 
inconceivable to ask those who need 
our services and live in other parts of 
the county to find their way to Casa 
Grande.”

Apache Junction Library Direc-
tor Pam Harrison said she was ap-
proached by Millman in April 2024 
about permanently housing a few 
Arizona@Work Pinal County staff 
members at the library to increase 

the program’s presence across the  
county. 

“The library was excited about his 
partnership and worked with the city 
attorney to develop (a memorandum 
of understanding) with Arizona@
Work Pinal County,” she said.

“The services provided through 
Arizona@Work align closely with 
both the library’s and the city’s prior-
ities by expanding access to opportu-
nity and supporting economic mobil-
ity for our residents,” Harrison said.

The library’s mission centers on 
lifelong learning, equity of access and 
connecting people with the resources 
they need to improve their lives, she 
said.

Library
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

• No, 3,657 in Pinal County plus 
6 in Maricopa County for a total of 
3,663.

SFMD Fire Chief John Whitney 
in a statement thanked voters for their 
support.

“While the results aren’t yet offi-
cial, on behalf of our entire organiza-
tion I want to personally thank our 
community for your incredible sup-
port. This is such a meaningful step 
forward for the future of our organiza-
tion and the residents we’re honored 
to serve,” he said. “We also recognize 
and respect those who had different 
views, and we remain committed to 
listening, learning and serving our 
community with transparency and 
accountability. We’re deeply grateful 
for this community and so excited for 
what’s ahead.” 

The $33.8 million proposal ap-
pears on the special election ballot as 
Proposition 494. The estimated av-
erage tax rate for the proposed bond 

authorization is 27 cents per $100 of 
net assessed limited property value.

To meet the demands of the grow-
ing community, the bond recommen-
dation includes funding for a new fire 
station (Station No. 266) to serve the 
Superstition Vistas area, which was 
annexed into the Superstition Fire 
and Medical District in 2021. Adding 
this station would potentially help en-
sure crews remain strategically locat-
ed across the district — supporting 
faster response times for all residents,

In addition to the new station, the 
bond recommends funding for equip-
ment, vehicles and improvements to 
existing facilities to increase capacity 
and efficiency, as well as address on-
going training needs.

Mayor term of office
The mayor of Apache Junction 

presently is elected to serve a two-
year term and six council members 
each are elected to serve four-year 
terms.

Unofficial results posted at 4:45 
p.m. Nov. 10 in Pinal County and 
4:25 p.m. Nov. 8 in Maricopa Coun-

ty on changing the term to four years 
are:

• Yes, 3,611 in Pinal County plus 
34 in Maricopa County for a total of 
3,645.

• No, 2,557 in Pinal County plus 
29 in Maricopa County for a total of 

2,586.
The salary for the position of may-

or is paid at the rate of $1,000 per 
month, for vice mayor it is $900 per 
month and for a council member it is 
$800 per month, according to Apache 
Junction City Code.

Election 2025
• From page 1

A 2018 fire near Lost Dutchman Boulevard and Ironwood Drive in Apache Junction. Superstition Fire 
and Medical District is an all-hazards organization responding to more than just fire. Over 76% of all 
requests for emergency services include rescue and emergency medical services. (Independent News-
media, Arianna Grainey)

ARIZONA@WORK PINAL COUNTY
Arizona@Work has offices throughout the state to provide locally tailored re-
cruitment, training and retention solutions for employers alongside comprehen-
sive workforce readiness services to help job seekers enhance their employabil-
ity and secure employment opportunities. 
For information on Arizona@Work Pinal County, including career services, 
in-demand jobs, job-seeker events and no-cost business services, go to https://
arizonaatwork.com/locations/pinal-county.

APACHE JUNCTION LIBRARY
The Apache Junction Public Library, 1177 N. Idaho Road, has a training center 
with computers to search for jobs, view job listings and find information on 
job-related skills such as resume development. 
Call 480-474-8579, email JobsHelp@AJPL.org or go to https://www.ajpl.org/jobs.
The library is open 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, it states at https://www.ajpl.org.• See Library on page 5
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Library
• From page 4

Arizona@Work network
Arizona@Work Pinal County ser-

vices available at the Apache Junc-
tion Public Library include: 

• Job search assistance
• Resume development
• Creation of Arizona Job Connec-

tion accounts
• Referrals to additional career de-

velopment resources
Arizona@Work Pinal County is 

part of the statewide Arizona@Work 
network that connects job seekers 
and employers through what officials 
said were comprehensive workforce 
development and business services, 
Millman said.

“This network helps employers 
recruit, develop, and retain a skilled 
workforce, while providing job seek-
ers with the tools, training and sup-
port they need to achieve career 
success,” he said. “By expanding ac-
cess points and services across Pinal 
County, Arizona@Work continues to 
strengthen local communities, foster 
economic opportunity and help resi-
dents reach their career goals.”

Plan for expansion
One priority of the 2025-28 Ari-

zona@Work Pinal County workforce 
development plan is to expand ac-
cess to career services throughout the 
county, Millman said.

The Pinal County Workforce 
Development Board, which sets the 
strategic direction of Arizona@Work 
Pinal County, and the city of Apache 
Junction recently approved a formal 
partnership to strengthen the collab-
oration, he said.

“Through this partnership, Arizo-
na@Work Pinal County has expand-
ed service days at the Apache Junc-
tion Public Library ... ensuring that 
more residents can conveniently ac-
cess career guidance, job search sup-

port and employment resources close 
to home,” Millman said.

Pinal County’s economic develop-
ment efforts are focused on attract-
ing new businesses to the region and 
supporting the growth and success of 
existing employers, he said.

“As part of this mission, Arizona@
Work Pinal County plays a vital role 
in helping employers recruit quali-
fied workers while ensuring that job 
seekers are prepared for in-demand 
occupations throughout the county,” 
Millman said.

“By providing Arizona@Work Pi-
nal County services at the Apache 
Junction Public Library, we are ex-
panding access to essential workforce 
resources,” he said. “These no-cost 
services help individuals become bet-
ter prepared to meet the workforce 
needs of Pinal County employers and 
contribute to the region’s continued 
economic growth,” he said.

Harrison said she likes that the 
Arizona@Work offerings make the 
library a hub where learning can lead 
to employment and self-sufficiency. 

“For the city, these services di-
rectly support priorities around eco-
nomic development and workforce 
readiness. Helping residents find 
meaningful work contributes to a 
stronger local economy, reduces bar-
riers to employment and improves 
overall quality of life. Together, this 
partnership allows us to leverage 
shared resources to achieve commu-
nity-wide goals — creating a more 
resilient, skilled, and connected 
workforce,” she said.

In addition to its partnership with 
Arizona@Work, the library has long 
provided job and career support 
through its computer lab and knowl-
edgeable staff, she said.

“Our staff can assist with online 
job searches, résumé preparation and 
basic digital skills — whether some-

• See Library on page 22

FROM THE COVER
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Your gift. 
Their health.

Tax ID: 26-2420730 | QCO Code: 20693

HEALING HOMELESSNESS. TOGETHER.

This holiday season, your donation 
to Circle the City can do more 
than provide compassionate 
healthcare to all individuals facing 
homelessness in Maricopa County–
it can also give you something back.
With Arizona’s Charitable Tax 
Credit, you can donate up to $495 
as an individual or $987 as a couple 
fi ling jointly, and it comes right off 
your state taxes. It’s a win-win: your 
generosity helps deliver critical 
care to those who need it most, 
and you benefi t from a tax credit. 
Visit circlethecity.org to make 
an impact today.

Body Donation Program  
Tomorrow’s Healthcare Team

Your gift will help educate compassionate 
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.
For more information, call: 623-806-7990

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308 
azbodydonation@midwestern.edu | www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Rio Salado College students can complete their 
required student-teaching hours at Apache Junction 
schools under an agreement approved recently.

The Apache Junction Unified School District gov-
erning board voted unanimously Oct. 28 to approve 
an affiliation agreement with the college in the Mar-
icopa County Community College District for stu-
dent teachers.

The student teachers at AJUSD may be hired for 
the district after they graduate from college, board 
President Dena Kimble said before the vote.

“This agreement with Rio Salado College is de-
signed to strengthen the teacher recruitment pipe-
line. Through this partnership, Rio Salado students 
are able to complete their required student teaching 
hours with district schools while the district benefits 
from early access to a pool of well-prepared teacher 
candidates who may be considered for employment 

AJUSD seeks Rio Salado College student teachers 

The student teachers at Apache Junction Unified School District may be hired for the district after they graduate from college. 
(Metro Creative)• See Agreement on page 7
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Apache Junction Unified School 
District has three “B” rated, one 
“C” rated and one “D” rated 
school grade in the 2024-25 state 
accountability labels released Oct. 
29.

That is a decrease over last year 
where AJUSD had one “A” rated, 
three “B” rated and one “C” rated 
school grade in the 2023-24 state 
accountability labels.

The system measures year to 
year student academic growth, 
proficiency on English language 
arts, math and science, the profi-
ciency and academic growth of 
English language learners, indica-
tors that an elementary student is 
ready for success in high school 
and that high school students are 
ready to succeed in a career or 
higher education and high school 
graduation rates, according to the 
website of the Arizona State Board 
of Education.

Local schools an their grades 
are:

• Four Peaks Elementary School, 
1785 N. Idaho Road in Apache 
Junction, received a “C” grade, 
down from a “A” grade for 2023-
24.

• Peralta Trail Elementary 
School, 10965 E. Peralta Road 
in Gold Canyon, received a “B” 
grade, also receiving a “B” grade 
for 2023-24.

• Apache Junction High School, 
2525 S. Ironwood Drive, received 
a “B” grade, also receiving a “B” 
grade in 2023-24.

• Desert Vista Elementary 
School, 3701 E. Broadway Ave. in 
Apache Junction, received a “B” 
grade, also receiving a “B” grade in 
2023-24.

• Cactus Canyon Junior High 
School, 801 W. Southern Ave. in 
Apache Junction, received a “D” 
grade, down from a “C” grade in 
2023-24.

Agreement
• From page 6

upon completion of their degrees,” 
she said.

“It would be a pipeline for us,” 
AJUSD Superintendent Robert 
Pappalardo said before the vote.

AJUSD has three elementary 
schools; a K-5 school designed to 
provide students with a traditional, 
liberal arts education; a junior high 
school; and a high school. The dis-
trict boundaries run from Meridi-
an Road on the west to the town 

of Queen Valley on the east and 
from the Goldfield Mountains to 
the north, south into the San Tan 
Corridor. Communities served in-
clude Apache Junction, Gold Can-
yon, Peralta Trail, Queen Valley 
and unincorporated Pinal County 
land in-between.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email 
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are 

committed to publishing a wide variety of 
reader opinions, as long as they meet our 

Civility Guidelines, https://www.yourvalley.
net/civility-checklist/.

Apache Junction district 
schools make grades B, C, D 

EDUCATION

YourValley.net |  Apache Junction Independent |  December 2025  7  
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By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Cape and slurry seal work cost-
ing more then $300,000 could begin 
as soon as March 2026 on sections of 
streets east of Winchester Road be-
tween U.S. Highway 60 and Baseline 
Road in Apache Junction.

The Apache Junction City Coun-
cil on Oct. 21 voted unanimously to 
approve a consent agenda with other 
items that included awarding a contract 
to M.R. Tanner Construction for pave-
ment preservation work. It is through a 
city of Buckeye cooperative job order 
contract for $272,753.75 plus a 10% 
contingency for unforeseen change 
orders in the amount of $27,275.37 
for a total project cost not to exceed 
$300,029.12. 

According to the website of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Federal 
Highway Administration:

• A cape seal is a thin surface treat-
ment constructed by applying a slurry 
seal or microsurfacing to a newly con-
structed chip seal. It is designed to be 
an integrated system where the primary 
purpose of the slurry is to fill voids in the 
chip seal.

• Slurry seals involve spraying a mix-
ture of slow setting emulsified asphalt, 
well graded fine aggregate, mineral filler 
and water on the pavement surface. It is 

used to fill cracks and seal areas of old 
pavement, to restore a uniform surface 
texture, to seal the surface to prevent 
moisture and air intrusion into the pave-
ment, and to improve skid resistance.

Work is planned on sections of 34th, 
26th, 37th, 38th and 39th avenues as 
well as Colt, South De Niza and Padre 
roads, according to a city of Apache 
Junction document.

The work will last for about two 
weeks within the March to May 2026 
time frame, Public Works Deputy Di-
rector Shane Kiesow wrote in a memo 
to the council.

“The work involves the application 
of a cape seal to a portion of Winchester 
Road and slurry seal to streets within the 
industrial park,” he said. “Work would 
occur during the daytime hours charac-
terized by single street lane closures and 
intermittent disruptions to business en-
trances as the street maintenance moves 
along within the respective work areas. 
This work will not result in any full 
street closures.”

The project is budgeted for this fiscal 
year through city sales tax monies ded-
icated for the purpose of street mainte-
nance. Kiesow said.

BUSINESS LICENSES

• See Business on page 12

$300K pavement work planned 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

There were 86 business licenses 
issued in October 2025 in the city of 
Apache Junction.

The following business licenses 
are listed by name — including do-
ing business as or dba; city; contact 
name; and North American Industry 
Classification System (code). For the 
full list, go to YourValley.net.

• Alta CMTI LLC dba Alta Envi-
ronmental And Infastructure; Tem-
pe; Sean Fabor; Engineering Ser-
vices (541330).

• Wilson Engineers LLC; Tem-
pe; Kim Kusa; Engineering Services 
(541330).

• New Horizons Learning LLC 
dba New Horizons; Boston, Massa-
chusetts; Linda Stewart; Computer 
Training (611420).

• Fennemore Craig P.C.; Phoenix; 
Carolyn Galbreath; Legal Services 
(541100).

• The Nurses Pantry LLC; Mesa; 
Madeline Stock; Fruit And Vegeta-
ble Retailers (445230).

• Kris McCourt dba Kris Krafts; 
Mesa; Kris Mccourt; Independent 
Artists, Writers, And Performers 
(711510).

• Door Sales & Installations LLC; 
Door Sales & Installations LLC; 
Tempe; Katie Strickler; Finish Car-
pentry Contractors (238350).

• Midwest Best Choice; Apache 
Junction; Maegen Evans; Packaged 
Frozen Food Merchant Wholesalers 
(424420).

• Best Darn Concepts LLC dba 
Phat Cheeks; Mesa; Susan Carde-
nas; Mobile Food Services (722330).

• Claynsoap; Clay + Soap — A 
Luxury Soap Brand; Gilbert; Lori 
Poplawski; Soap And Other Deter-
gent Manufacturing (325611).

• Distinction By Design LLC; 
Maricopa; Harold Clark; Indepen-
dent Artists, Writers, And Perform-
ers (711510).

• Freckled Blonde Boutique; 
Freckled Blonde Boutique; San Tan 

Slurry seals involve spraying a mixture of slow setting emulsified asphalt, well graded fine aggregate, 
mineral filler and water on the pavement surface. (Metro Connection)

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A new series 12 restaurant liquor 
license is being sought for Mickey D’s 
Cafe in Apache Junction.

The Apache Junction City Council 
on Oct. 21 voted unanimously to rec-
ommend the Arizona Department of 
Liquor License and Control approve 
the license for the business at 1408 W. 
Apache Trail.

Alcoholic beverages would be of-
fered from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. for breakfast 
and lunch, a representative of the busi-
ness told the council prior to the vote.

A menu with the license application 
includes brunch cocktails such as a mi-
mosa flight, The Original Mimosa and 
a single mimosa; classics and signatures 
such as an old-fashioned, screwdriver 
and beer; and nonalcoholic mocktails 
such as blood orange, blackberry san-

gria and lime mojito.
The Arizona Department of Liquor 

License and Control received the ap-
plication on Sept. 19 and forwarded it 
to the city of Apache junction the same 
day, City Clerk Evie McKinney said 
prior to the vote.

“We did a posting of the public hear-
ing for tonight’s date and that was post-
ed for over 20 days, meeting the state 
law requirements,” she said.

Liquor license sought by Mickey D’s Cafe
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Our goal at HealthSpring℠? To be a true health partner 
that supports your needs. Our plans offer all the coverage  
of Original Medicare plus added benefits. Plans in your 
area may include:*

• $0 monthly premium

• Up to $185 back in your Social Security check each month**

• Fitness program, dental, hearing, vision and  
transportation services

• $0 primary care provider and low cost specialist visits

• Up to $200 in rewards for completing healthy activities

• Vision services plus an eyewear allowance of up to $350  
each year

You may be eligible to enroll in a Medicare Advantage plan 
right away if you meet certain criteria, such as moving, 
retiring, losing coverage and more. Learn more today.

Medicare Advantage Plans,  
Designed for Your Health.
Discover added benefits and services available.

*Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/service area. Limitations, copayments, exclusions, and restrictions may apply. Contact the plan for more information.
**HealthSpring will reduce your monthly Part B premium based on the plan’s specific benefit amount.
HealthSpring products and services are provided exclusively by or through operating subsidiaries of Health Care Service Corporation, a Mutual Legal Reserve Company. Health 
Care Service Corporation and its affiliates contract with Medicare to offer Medicare Advantage HMO and PPO plans and Part D Prescription Drug Plans (PDP) in select states, 
and with select State Medicaid programs. Enrollment in a HealthSpring plan depends on contract renewal. © 2025 Health Care Service Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
Y0036_26_1687224291_M 5001520.1025

Great health is built together.
Together, we are so much more.℠

Shannon Farquharson 

480-215-0565 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday – Friday 

Shannon_Farquharson@HCSC.com

Talk to a local Licensed 
Insurance Agent to learn more.



10  December 2025  |  Apache Junction Independent  |  YourValley.net 

BUSINESS MOVES

Compiled by Richard H. Dyer
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A new series 12 restaurant liquor 
license is being sought for Mickey 

D’s Cafe in Apache Junction. The 
Apache Junction City Council on Oct. 
21 voted unanimously to recommend the 
Arizona Department of Liquor License 
and Control approve the license for the 
business at 1408 W. Apache Trail. Al-
coholic beverages would be offered from 
6 a.m. to 1 p.m. for breakfast and lunch, 
a representative of the business told the 
council prior to the vote. A menu with 
the license application includes brunch 
cocktails such as a mimosa flight, The 
Original Mimosa and a single mimo-
sa; classics and signatures such as an 
old-fashioned, screwdriver and beer; and 
nonalcoholic mocktails.

A special event license is being 
sought by Snoddy Ileen Doris for 

the Four Peaks Paired with Four Peaks 
Fundraiser to be held 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 28, at the Superstition 
Mountain Lost Dutchman Museum, 
4087 E. Apache Trail in Apache Junction, 

The Cult Fiction Bookshop, 300 
W. Apache Trail Suite 106 Unit 

C in Apache Junction, opened Oct. 1 and 
held its grand opening Nov. 1. New and 
used books, gifts, games, comics, music, 
collectibles. Open  11 a.m.-6 p.m. Tues-
day-Thursday, 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday and 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday; and closed Sun-
day and Monday, it states on Facebook @
Cult-Fiction-Bookshop-61578734623925. 
Also on Instagram @cultfictionbookshop.  

Dutchman County BBQ recently 
opened at 1615 N. Apache Trail 

— the southeast corner of the Apache 
Trail and Tomahawk Road — in Apache 
Junction. “Led by MasterChef Champi-
on Chef Shaun, we specialize in smoked 
brisket, St. Louis ribs, pulled pork, turkey, 
chicken, and house-made sausage — clas-
sic BBQ staples cooked low and slow. Our 
menu is packed with stacked sandwiches, 
hearty sides, and timeless recipes,” it states 
at https://www.dutchmansbbq.com.

as discussed at the Nov. 5 meeting of the 
Pinal County Board of Supervisors.

The Apache Junction Area Chamber of 
Commerce, 567 W. Apache Trail, recent-
ly held ribbon-cutting ceremonies for:

•  Eaux’s Infused Olive Oil at 
Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet, 

10550 E. Baseline Road in Mesa.

•  Dolce Vita at Superstition 
Mountain, 3301 S. Goldfield 

Road in Apache Junction, at the back of 
the property where the new home devel-
opment is happening.

Under development and seeking permits 
from the Apache Junction Sewer District 
are following, according to the district 
board’s Oct. 28 packet:

• American Leadership Academy 
Inc. for nine units, a private charter 

school to be in Radiance at Superstition 
Vistas at Meridian and Warner. The Ele-
mentary through high school is proposed 
to serve approximately 2,400 students 
and over 100 employees. This project re-
cently began construction and is proposed 
to open in summer of 2026.

• Empact Suicide Prevention 
Center, an outpatient medical 

clinic under construction on the northeast 
corner of Superstition and Delaware.

Plans on the city of Apache Junction’s 
Geographic Information System map 
at apachejunctionaz.gov/472/Maps-
GIS include:

• Apache Trails Retail, east of the 
northeast corner of North Apache 

Trail and Old West Highway in Apache 
Junction, is in the zoning review pro-

cess. The development includes three 
drive-thru restaurant buildings ranging 
from 2,258 square feet to 2,473 square 
feet. The maximum height is to be 60 
feet, it states in the site plan.

• A site plan and zoning has been 
approved for a development 

on the southwest corner of East 28th 
Street and South Goldfield Road in 
Apache Junction with a 5,040-square-
foot, 26-foot-tall AM PM convenience 
store, a 2,400-square-foot car wash 
building, and eight gas pumps under a 
canopy.

• A site plan and zoning has been 
approved for a 42-foot-tall Sundt 

Construction Inc. fabrication facili-
ty. The conceptual site plan shows a 
58,340-square-foot industrial building 
east of the southeast corner of U.S. 
Highway 60 Superstition Freeway and 
South Royal Palm Road. 

• A site plan and zoning has been 
approved for a Phoenix Metro 

Towing facility on East Baseline west 
of Tomahawk Road. The front two-sto-
ry building will be approximately 
11,811 square feet with two garage 
bays to house two heavy wrecker tow 
trucks. A service building with three 
bays will be behind the main building. 
Staff will park behind the main office 
building. Impound lot parking will be 
on a dust free surface of asphalt paving, 
decomposed granite or other stabilized 
surface material, it states in the site 
plan.

• A commercial development 
on the southeast corner of U.S. 

Highway 60 and Tomahawk Road is in 
building/construction plan review an 
includes a three-story hotel.
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Your Local Team

Richard Dyer
Managing Editor
rdyer@iniusa.org

Erik Maurer
Graphics Team Leader
emaurer@iniusa.org

Sarah Nieto
Multimedia Advertising Consultant
snieto@iniusa.org

Heather DeBrosse
Multimedia Advertising Consultant
hdebrosse@iniusa.org

Arizona Leadership
Circulation Manager: Terri Rodgers ...................................trodgers@iniusa.org
Digital Sales Manager: Austin Moose ................................amoose@iniusa.org
Editor-in-Chief: Patrick O’Grady ..........................................pogrady@iniusa.org
Business Operations Manager: Kathleen Kotzbauer .....kkotzbauer@iniusa.org
V.P. of Sales & Marketing: Barbara Wandling .................bwandling@iniusa.org
President & CEO: Charlene Bisson .......................................cbisson@iniusa.org

To Reach Us
Newsroom: aznews@iniusa.org
Advertising: azads@iniusa.org
Obituaries: azobits@iniusa.org
Advertising: 623-972-6101
Customer Service: 888-665-3848

Apache Junction e-subscriptions
https://yourvalley.net/subscribe-today/

Memberships

© 2025 Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA. The publication of any advertisement in this newspaper does not constitute an endorsement by the 
publisher of products or services advertised. All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act. We will not knowingly 
accept any advertising that is illegal or considered fraudulent.

INDEPENDENT
ApAche Junction/Gold cAnyon

We said, “How about today?”
Whether it’s same-day sick appointments or a doctor that takes 
the time to understand your needs, we’re constantly asking our 
members how we can do better—and then acting on it.

Are you looking for a primary care provider that dares to care 
more about you as a patient?

Become a member today 
at ArchWellHealth.com or 
call (480) 870-7133.

You dared us to

GET YOU 
IN SOONER.

Primary Care for Phoenicians Age 60+

Low Priced EZGO Lithium Options AvailableLow Priced EZGO Lithium Options Available
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Reserve Your Rental Today!
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480-983-1234
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events      stamp mill      trains      museum shop      elvis chapel      apacheland      mining history      lost dutchman lore      geology

11/29-30 9AM-4PM
ARTS & CRAFTS
BOUTIQUE

12/13-14 9AM-4PM
CHRISTMAS
BOUTIQUE

ACCEPTING DONATIONS
FOR THE SUPERSTITION
FOOD BANK

SEASON LECTURE
SERIES BEGINS JAN 8!

4087 E. Apache Tr,

Apache Junction, AZ 85119

480.98�.4888

smldm.org

4087 E. Apache Tr,
Apache Junction, AZ 85119

480.983.4888
smldm.org
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Valley; Shimbra Smith; Furniture Re-
tailers (449110).

• Erickson Framing AZ LLC; 
Chandler; Deena Schaefer; Framing 
Contractors (238130).

• Cuban Bites AZ dba Cuba 
Bites; San Tan Valley; Ahmed Fallat; 
Restaurants And Other Eating Places 
(From 7221) (722500).

• Painted Desserts LLC dba Arizo-
na Painted Desserts; Gilbert; Cather-
ine Saleck; Retail Bakeries (311811).

• Dwayne Taylor dba Rachels Sew 
Creative; Casa Grande; Rachel Ne-
al-Taylor; Independent Artists, Writ-
ers, And Performers (711510).

• Treasures Galore; Apache Junc-
tion; Roy Montgomery; Gift, Novel-
ty, And Souvenir Retailers (459420).

• Edward D. Jones & Co. L.P. dba 
Edward Jones; Apache Junction; Molli 
Ricks; Securities Brokerage (523120).

• Desert Eats LLC; Apache Junc-
tion; Owner; Mobile Food Services 
(722330).

• Manna Bread Co.; Chandler; 
Tracy Vandervort; Bread And Bakery 
Product Manufacturing (311810).

• Apache Auto Holdings LLC; 
Apache Junction; Ben Ditzer; Lessors 
Of Nonresidential Buildings (Except 
Miniwarehouses) (531120).

• Mesa Psychic Reader dba Psy-
chic Palm And Tarot Readings; Mesa; 
April Adams; All Other Personal Ser-
vices (812990).

• Livin On Mars; Apache Junction; 
Gordon Allen; Musical Groups And 
Artists (711130).

• Twelve18ten Dog Training LLC 
dba Twelve18ten Dog Training Bou-
tique; Apache Junction; Shannon 
Ryan; Pet And Pet Supplies Retailers 
(459910).

• Xcel Xteriors Inc. dba JLC Enter-
prises; Gilbert; Tim Dolan; Residen-
tial Building Construction (236110).

• ELC Beauty LLC; Melville, New 
York; Alice; Cosmetics, Beauty Sup-
plies, And Perfume Stores (446120).

• Bjornstad Development LLC; 
Show Low; Steve Bjornstad; Indus-
trial Building Construction (236210).

• Lisa Criswell dba Sew Tarot; 

Mesa; Lisa Criswell; Gift, Novelty, 
And Souvenir Retailers (459420).

• Wallism Inc; Francisco, Califor-
nia; Won Jeong Han; Paint And Wall-
paper Retailers (444120).

• Who Says Series dba Kimberly 
Waters; Show Low; Kimberly Wa-
ters; Independent Artists, Writers, 
And Performers (711510).

• Small Bloom LLC dba Ema 
Merkt; Mesa; Ema Merkt; Indepen-
dent Artists, Writers, And Performers 
(711510).

• Sour Jo’s Sourdough Bakers LLC; 
Mesa; Joanne Fields; Bread And Bak-
ery Product Manufacturing (311810).

• Fresh Squeeze; Apache Junction; 
Laurie Wagner; Fruit And Vegetable 
Canning (311421).

• Mears Broadband LLC; Lenexa, 
Kansas; Nancy Sappington; Electrical 
Contractors And Other Wiring Instal-
lation Contractors (238210).

• Bloom! All Things Floral; San 
Tan Valley; Melissa Shaw; Gift, Nov-
elty, And Souvenir Stores (453220).

• Journey Davis dba Jbloom By 
Journey; San Tan Valley; Journey Da-
vis; Jewelry Retailers (458310).

• NCVIPS LLC dba Bargain Bins 
AZ - East Valley Dumpster Rentals; 
Mesa; Nicholas T Stran; Other Waste 
Collection (562119).

• Honor Contracting LLC dba 
Honor Contracting; Peoria; Jason 
Herring; All Other Specialty Trade 
Contractors (238990).

• Jon Dewar Consulting dba Mod-
ern Media; Apache Junction; Jon 
Dewar; Marketing Consulting Ser-
vices (541613).

• RP Plastering Stucco LLC; Sub-
contractor; Apache Junction; Nich-
olas Piedra; Masonry Contractors 
(238140).

• L & C Auto Sales; Apache Junc-
tion; Larry Stover; Automobile Deal-
ers (441100).

• Raelee Home Co. LLC dba 
Raelee Home Co.; Apache Junc-
tion; Leah Kunselman; Electronic 
Shopping And Mail-Order Houses 

(454110).
• Family Market At Radiance; 

Apache Junction; Andreas Lorenz; 
Convention And Trade Show Orga-
nizers (561920).

• Sweet Oasis Lemonade; Mesa; 
Tiera Cayen; Fruit And Vegetable 
Canning (311421).

• KP Moks LLL dba Moxie By 
Design; Mesa; Lynn Moksvold; Gift, 
Novelty, And Souvenir Retailers 
(459420).

• Top Choice Electrical Contrac-
tors dba Top Choice Electric; Chan-
dler; Carmen Lorenzana; Electrical 
Contractors And Other Wiring Instal-
lation Contractors (238210).

• CNV Enterprises LLC; Waffle 
Crush Arizona; San Tan Valley; Val-
erie Miesel; Mobile Food Services 
(722330).

• Skewered Co LLC; Queen Creek; 
Henry Tran; Mobile Food Services 
(722330).

• Regal Nails; Apache Junction; 
Tuan Tran; Nail Salons (812113).

• Simply Sweet Drizzle & Co; 
Apache Junction; Carol Williams; 
Confectionery Manufacturing From 
Purchased Chocolate (311352).

• Third Symbol LLC; Mesa; Min-
dy Benson; Baked Goods Retailers 
(445291), Confectionery And Nut 
Retailers (445292), Sewing, Nee-
dlework, And Piece Goods Retailers 
(459130).

• HBS LLC dba Twisted Bee 
Farms Honey; Glendale; Brian Szy-
mura; Apiculture (112910), Other 
Grocery And Related Products Mer-
chant Wholesalers (424490).

• Halo Turf AZ; Los Alamitos, Cal-
ifornia; Tommy Mercurio; Landscap-
ing Services (561730).

• Farm And Country Eats; Gilbert; 
Amery Schacker; Retail Bakeries 
(311811).

• Gnome Market; Mesa; Kirk Hill-
sten; Independent Artists, Writers, 
And Performers (711510).

• Anna Baum LLC dba Pet Wants 
Gilbert North; Mesa; Anna Baum; Pet 
And Pet Supplies Stores (453910).

• Southwest Sawcutting And Mill-
ing LLC dba SWB Paving; Phoenix; 
Kris Smith; Highway, Street, And 

A business license is a license issued to a person conducting business activity within the city of Apache 
Junction or any person or business having a privilege tax or use tax license listing Apache Junction 
per city code. The fee for a business license is $50. An application must be approved along with the 
fee paid before a business may lawfully engage in business in the city of Apache Junction. For ques-
tions regarding business licenses, call 480-474-5050 or email the business license coordinator at 
businesslicense@apachejunctionaz.gov. Applications are at apachejunctionaz.gov/997/Business-Li-
cense. (Independent Newsmedia, Arianna Grainey)

Business
• From page 8

• See Business on page 14
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THETHE
PORKPORK
SHOPSHOP

THE PORK SHOP
Quality Fresh Pork

LLeett  uuss  hheellpp  yyoouu  
wwiitthh  TThhee  HHoolliiddaayyss

With $25 purchase. 
Limit one per customer, please.

FREE LB. FREE LB. OFOF
BRATWURSTBRATWURST

WWee  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaakkiinngg  LLooccaall  HHaanndd  
CCrraafftteedd  SSmmookkeedd  TTuurrkkeeyyss  aanndd  

SSmmookkeedd  HHaammss  SSiinnccee  11997799..

OPEN:OPEN:
Tues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pmTues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pm

3359 E. Combs3359 E. Combs
Queen Creek, AZ 85140Queen Creek, AZ 85140

(480) 987-0101(480) 987-0101
theporkshopaz.comtheporkshopaz.com

Your Local Meat Market For Pork

Superstition Frwy (US 60)

Riggs Rd. Riggs Rd./Combs Rd.
Cloud Rd.
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THE
PORK
SHOP

Live Music, 
Pool tournaments, 
Bingo & Karaoke
First Water Cocktail Bar

1545 W Broadway Ave., Apache Junction 
Open Noon-2am every day
602-677-0932

NOW
OPEN!

AJ

1901 S. Signal Butte Rd. Ste 101 • Mesa, AZ 85209
480-354-3400

NO
MSG

• OVER 200 ITEMS EVERYDAY 
• BEST FOOD GOOD FOOD  
• PREPARED FRESH DAILY 
• AMERICAN, CHINESE & JAPANESE CUISINE!   
• CRAB LEGS, SUSHI, BBQ GRILLED & MORE EVERYDAY! 
• PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

WE ARE OPEN!

15% OFF BUFFET
And Take Out Order

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE DOOR
Not valid with any other offer or on holidays. Expires 12/30/2025

WOOCHI SUPER BUFFET
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2430 W. Apache Trail Suite #4 2430 W. Apache Trail Suite #4 
(Northwest corner of Apache Trail and Delaware)(Northwest corner of Apache Trail and Delaware)

 Phone 480-982-7109 | CatwagonAZ@gmail.com Phone 480-982-7109 | CatwagonAZ@gmail.com

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS   
11am-6pm Monday - Thursday and all day Sunday. 11am-6pm Monday - Thursday and all day Sunday. 

9 lives, 26 draft beers, several wine varieties and over 100 can & bottle options9 lives, 26 draft beers, several wine varieties and over 100 can & bottle options

Must Present Coupon. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer.  

Expires December 30, 2025

15% 
OFF  

Total Bill

CALL 1-888-718-6608
O R  V I S I T P I T T M A N D A V I S . C O M / P 6 Y G 2 3
Order Item #PTZX, mention Code P6YG23

PITTMAN & DAVIS • HARLINGEN, TX 78552 IC: P6YG23

SAVE 
32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

#PTZX Christmas Tree Pretzels
Crisp, golden pretzels shaped like cheerful 

Christmas trees are dipped in smooth, creamy white 

confectioner’s coating, then sprinkled with merry 

red and green accents for a treat as beautiful as it 

is delicious. Presented in our exclusive Pittman & 

Davis holiday tin, these festive sweets are perfect for 

sharing, gifting, or brightening up your holiday table.

• Pretzels covered 
in creamy white 
confectioner’s coating

• Decorated with festive 
red-and-green sprinkles

• Just the right balance of 
salty and sweet fl avors

• Presented in a Pittman 
& Davis exclusive citrus 
holiday tin

Bridge Construction (237310).
• Southwest Barricades LLC; Phoe-

nix; Kris Smith; Highway, Street, And 
Bridge Construction (237310).

• Lost Dutchman Owner LLC dba 
Lost Dutchman; Apache Junction; 
Tome Tomaj; Lessors Of Other Real 
Estate Property (531190).

• Chasingrecoverymerch LLC; 
Queen Creek; Cassandra Reyes; 
Clothing And Clothing Accessories 
Retailers (458110).

• Desert Lush; Mesa; Christine 
Morris; Nursery, Garden Center, And 
Farm Supply Stores (444220).

• Simple Treasures; Bryan Witte; 
Florence; Bryan Witte; Jewelry And 
Silverware Manufacturing (339910).

• Twist Es Pretzels LLC; Queen 
Creek; Elise Felix; Commercial Bak-
eries (311812).

• Desert Chill Shaved Ice; Chan-
dler; Wendy Marshall; All Other Gen-
eral Merchandise Retailers (455219).

• Sandoval Associates LLC dba 
Simple Memories Mobile Bar; Queen 
Creek; Sierra Sandoval; Caterers 
(722320).

• Beignets In A Box; Queen Creek; 
Cari Scott; Mobile Food Services 
(722330).

• F-4 Enterprises LLC dba Alma 
Imports AZ; Apache Junction; Cathy 
Ferguson; Motor Vehicle Parts (Used) 
Merchant Wholesalers (423140).

• T Enterprises dba 1-Vision; Hous-
ton, Texas; Lisa Wyat; Commercial 
Lithographic Printing (323110).

• Gulfside Supply Inc. dba Gulfea-
gle Supply; Tampa, Florida; Steven C 
Blake; Other Building Material Deal-
ers (444180).

• CZOP Law Firm PLLC; Gil-
bert; Steven Czop; Legal Services 
(541100).

• A Plus Home Watch Of Arizona; 
Mesa; Jill Wagner; All Other Personal 
Services (812990).

• CMH Homes Inc. dba House 
Smart 1206; Mesa; Tellie Parker; 
Manufactured Home (Mobile Home) 
Manufacturing (321991).

• Strada Services LLC; Sanford, 
Florida; Joseph Strada; Electrical 

Contractors And Other Wiring Instal-
lation Contractors (238210), Plumb-
ing, Heating, And Air-Conditioning 
Contractors (238220).

• Just Like Grandmas; Apache 
Junction; Skylar Brindle; Retail Bak-
eries (311811).

• Lost Dutchman Liquidators LLC; 
Apache Junction; Steven Wade; All 
Other General Merchandise Retailers 
(455219).

• C2 RV Services LLC; Mesa; 
Lynn Catlin; General Automotive Re-
pair (811111).

• Enchanted Entertainment; Gina 
Archer; Gilbert; Gina Archer; Other 
Performing Arts Companies (711190).

• Culinary Jems LLC dba Culinary 
Jems; Gilbert; Brian Rahberger; Per-
ishable Prepared Food Manufacturing 
(311991).

• ACKO Consulting; Apache Junc-
tion; Chuck Rumbuc; Computer Sys-
tems Design Services (541512).

• Shugbug Soaps LLC; Gilbert; 
Heather Bunderson; Cosmetics, 
Beauty Supplies, And Perfume Retail-
ers (456120).

• Repeached Wear; Apache Junc-
tion; Agnes Taylor; Agents And 
Managers For Artists, Athletes, En-
tertainers, And Other Public Figures 
(711410).

• X-Contracting; Glendale; Nich-
ole Escobar; Oil And Gas Pipeline 
And Related Structures Construction 
(237120).

• Flatiron BBQ Co. LLC; dba 
Dutchmans Country BBQ; Apache 
Junction; Clay Eagar; Drinking Plac-
es (Alcoholic Beverages) (722410), 
Full-Service Restaurants (From 
722110) (722511).

• Phase II Environmental LLC 
dba Coopers Sewer And Drain & 
A-American Septic; Apache Junction; 
Vince De Sotomayor; Septic Tank 
And Related Services (562991).

• Knotty Creations Inc. dba Knot-
ty Creations; Apache Junction; Mi-
chael Olsen; Sawmill, Woodworking, 
And Paper Machinery Manufacturing 
(333243).

• Parker Tabor dba Parkers Push-
in Pizza; Apache Junction; Parker 
Tabor; Limited-Service Restaurants 
(From 722211) (722513)

Business
• From page 12
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EAT   DRINK   CHILL

Comfortable Venue & Patio
Daily $5 Specials
New American Cuisine
Live Entertainment

100 N Plaza Dr, Downtown Apache Junction

www.MaggiesLoungeAJ.com    602.620.0697

info@MaggiesLounge.com

RESTAURANT-BOUTIQUE-PATIO-BAR-ART

Call 888-357-9745 or visit HaleGroves.com/H6YG42
Mention Code H6YG42 for your savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SINCE 1947  -  HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966 IC: H6YG42

SAVE OVER 

52%
includes shipping

REG. $49.99

NOW 
$3499

+$7.99
shipping

This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and 
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or 
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine 
and sweetness straight to your door.

SAVE OVER 

46% 
BONUS DEAL! 

NOW $2999
+$7.99 
shipping

REG. 
$39.99  

#485X Hale Select Gift Box

#483X | Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box
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OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take 
the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on 
civility. Please include your name 
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confirma-
tion. We welcome your photo. All 
opinions must be no more than 300 
words. 

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person 
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar 
month. Two submissions in the same 
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibil-
ity of the person who submitted it.
 

Speak Up 
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

SPEAK UP

Here are some comments about 
stories happening in your area:

MAN SENTENCED TO 22 
YEARS IN PRISON FOR 

LEAVING MOTORCYCLIST 
TO DIE IN APACHE JUNC-

TION ACCIDENT
“Should never be issued a DL 

in the US again.” — Rob Rose via 
Nextdoor comment

***
“22 years is not enough.” — Jan-

ete Bequeaith via Nextdoor com-
ment

***
“A shame.” — Mary Sokalsky 

via Nextdoor comment

***
“Drinking and driving is always a 

bad thing.” — Jo Havelick via Nex-
tdoor comment

***
“How horrible. To hit someone 

and not try to help them. I hope your 
nightmares bring you suffering.” — 
Jean Stockton via Nextdoor com-
ment

PORTION OF OCOTILLO 
DRIVE CLOSED IN 

APACHE JUNCTION 
THROUGH WEEKEND

“Being we have advanced warn-
ing (thank you) we’ll just go another 
way.” — Robert Broch via Next-
door comment

3-STORY APARTMENT 

COMPLEX PLANNED 
AT IDAHO, SCENIC IN 

APACHE JUNCTION
“What do they think ‘affordable’ 

is?  $1,500 or more per month is not 
affordable.” — Linda Fleming via 
Nextdoor comment

***
“It will block the view of the Su-

perstitions if it’s three stories tall.” — 
Carol Tabb via Nextdoor comment

***
“Apache Junction is not what it use 

to be. I moved here because it was a 
small town. You can’t stir the people 
with a stick now and you want to add 
more people. No more scenic view — 
it’s all being taken away. Then when 
the snow birds come that more peo-
ple. We are turning into Calif.” — PJ 
Shepard via Nextdoor comment

***
“It will definitely block the moun-

tain View. I vote no on three stories. 
Once it’s built it’s to late. Stupid idea 
for sure.” — Fred Obermeyer via 
Nextdoor comment

***
“Does it block the view of the 

mountain? The design looks like it 
belongs in Scottsdale or Mesa. Nice 
idea but it doesn’t fit in with values 
we love and why we moved to this 
area.” — Peggy Morrison via Next-
door comment

***
“You know I don’t live there, but 

my best friend does and every time I 
visit, the city feels so special, a little 
piece of the old west, no chain stores, 
no high rise apartments, just stunning 
views of the Superstitions, with such 
dark night skies where you can see 
so many stars. It’s always so peaceful 

out there and when this development 
goes in the AJ as we know and love 
will become a very different place. 
Just sad and mad of course.” — Deb-
bie Robinson via Facebook com-
ment

2025-26 SALT SPEAKERS 
SERIES BEGINS

“It’s sad the area cannot be pre-
served for the bit of non-concrete we 
have left in the valley. I am for na-
ture, views, wildlife and no more en-
croachment please.” — Patti Capps 
via Nextdoor comment

***
“Some of the state trust land is 

worthy of being a forest preserve 
or national park and should be left 
alone.” — Brian Erik via Nextdoor 
comment

HUMAN TRAFFICKING A 
PROBLEM IN ARIZONA
“Yes it is and it is largely ignored 

by most because then one would have 
to admit some wrongs and biases.” — 
Mazie S. via Nextdoor comment

***
“Mazie, people think it won’t hap-

pen to them. Sadly, it is everywhere 
and it can happen to anyone.” — Jo-
anne Schuster via Nextdoor com-
ment

OLD WEST HIGHWAY 
SIDEWALKS PROJECT 

BEFORE STATE 
TRANSPORTATION 

BOARD FRIDAY
• See Speak Up on page 22
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Sun Flooring CompanySun Flooring Company

This season, give your home the gift of comfort
and beauty. Enjoy special savings on carpet,
tile, luxury vinyl, and more—perfect for holiday
gatherings or a fresh start in the new year.

This season, give your home the gift of comfort
and beauty. Enjoy special savings on carpet,
tile, luxury vinyl, and more—perfect for holiday
gatherings or a fresh start in the new year.

6832 S. Kings Ranch Rd #2
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118
6832 S. Kings Ranch Rd #2
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118

Deck the Halls, the 
Walls & the Floors!
Deck the Halls, the 
Walls & the Floors!
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HotHolidayDeals! 

Up to 15% discount on products. Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Labor, extra charge.  Expires 1/31/2026

480-336-3801

Your Neighborhood Flooring S toreYour Neighborhood Flooring Store

ROC # 352270 

Dr. Chris Allen’s new  
personalized care program  
is designed to give  
you peace of mind  
and control over  
your healthcare.

For More Information: 
480.761.2500 
SignatureMD.com/Allen

24/7/365 physician 
availability, via phone, 
text, or email

Discover  
Personalized 
Care 

Same or next business 
day appointments

$100 OFF
Recurring Cleaning

FALL SPECIAL

($20 off first 5 visits) Offer expires 12-30-25.

480-550-8282 • TwoMaidsCleaning.com

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY AND MONTHLY
CLEANING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

480-550-8282
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm; Closed Weekends.

www.twomaidsgilbert.com License # 000825- 2018

$5000
      OFF

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean
First time customers only. One time use.
With this coupon. Offer expires 5-15-23.

$2000 OFF 
Your First

Recurring Cleaning
First time customers only. One time use with 

coupon. Offer expires 12-30-25.

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

License #00825-2018

$150OFF

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY AND MONTHLY
CLEANING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

480-550-8282
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm; Closed Weekends.

www.twomaidsgilbert.com License # 000825- 2018

$5000
      OFF

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean
First time customers only. One time use.
With this coupon. Offer expires 5-15-23.

$2000 OFF 
Your First

Recurring Cleaning
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Apache Junction Parks and Recreation will be hosting 
its annual holiday program and light parade on Saturday, 
Dec. 6.

The holiday program is 3-6:30 p.m. at Flatiron Com-
munity Park, 100 N. Apache Trail. There will be parking 
in the dirt lots east of the park; please don’t park in areas 
designated for business.

“Join us for this one-of-a-kind free event for the whole 
family. We have something for everyone: Winter Won-
derland presented by Chasse Building Team, Photos with 
Santa, Candy Cane Lane, inflatables and more,” it states 
in a release.

Holiday light parade
The holiday light parade starts at 7 p.m. and the route 

will be on Apache Trail between Phelps Drive and Gold 
Drive. 

Individuals, businesses, nonprofit agencies and groups 
are welcome to enter their floats in the 28th Annual 

Holiday Light Parade. Pre-registration at tinyurl.com/
ytbsv42j is required. 

Local Apache Junction businesses and agencies are 
encouraged to come out and showcase your excellent 
products and services. This is only open to city of Apache 
Junction businesses and nonprofits. Pre-registration at 
tinyurl.com/45n547yb is required and the registration 
deadline is Dec. 3.

Invasive plant removal
Spend 8-10 a.m. at Silly Mountain with your 

hands in the dirt pulling invasive plants, 
managing Buffelgrass and Stinknet. Wear 

closed-toe shoes and bring water. Parks and 
Recreation will bring all tools needed but feel 

free to bring your own gloves or tools. Event 
may be canceled due to inclement weather.

Meet at the ramada at the park, U.S. Highway 
60 and Silly Mountain Road, between 7:45 
a.m. and 8 a.m. then walk as a group to the 

pull site.

JAN. 3

DEC. 13

Movie in the park
“The Santa Clause” will be shown 6-7:30 p.m. 

at Flatiron Community Park, 100 N. Idaho 
Road in Apache Junction.

Bring your blanket or lawn chair and enjoy a 
nice evening outside watching a fun family 
movie brought to you by SRP. In the event of 

bad weather prior to movie time, the program 
could possibly be moved to the Multi-Gener-
ational Center. Call 480-983-2181 or go to 

apachejunctionaz.gov/parks

Photos with Santa Paws
Bring your furry four-legged friend and take a 
photo with Santa 10 a.m.-noon at Painted Sky 
Dog Park, 10200 S. Picacho Trail; or 2-4 p.m. 
at Dutchman Dog Park, 247 E. Superstition 
Blvd., both in Apache Junction. No registra-

tion required.
apachejunctionaz.gov/calendar

DEC. 20

DEC. 1-23

Christmas Fest
The all new Christmas event at Vertuccio 
Farms, 4011 S. Power Road in Mesa, is 

designed for family and friends. Enjoy classic 
holiday music playing throughout the farm as 
you stroll, take pictures in a giant ornament 

and visit a 25-foot corn stalk tree. 
Santa is to visit. Pictures will be available 

Dec. 5-7 and Dec. 12-23.
Get an up-close look at the lights, animals 

and everything the farm has to offer.
Admission $15 per person.  The event runs 

daily with gates open at 5:30 p.m. The event 
closes at 9:30 p.m. Sunday-Thursday and will 

close at 10 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays.  
Go to vertucciofarms.com/events/vertuc-

cio-farms-christmas-fest/

The holiday light parade starts at 7 p.m. and the route will be on Apache Trail 
between Phelps Drive and Gold Drive.  (Independent Newsmedia, Arianna 
Grainey)

Annual holiday program, light parade Dec. 6
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Mesa, AZ — The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with 
prescription drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These drugs 
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are 
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause you to feel 
uncomfortable and have a variety of 

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy 
is a result of damage to the nerves often 
causing weakness, pain, numbness, 
tingling, and the most debilitating balance 
problems. This damage is commonly 
caused by a hands and feet which causes 
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to 
lack of nutrient flow.

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood 
vessels that surround the nerves become 
diseased they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to “die” 
they cause you to have balance problems, 
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and 
many additional symptoms. The main 
problem is that your doctor has told you 

to just live with the problem or try the drugs 
which you don’t like taking because they 
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now 
a facility  right here in Mesa that offers you 
hope without taking those endless drugs 
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity 
examination at the end of this article)
neuropathy three factors must be 
determined.

1)  What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been 
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve 
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for 
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition 
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen 
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow, 
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you 
back to health is our new $50,000.00 
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art 
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic 
unit to accurately determine the increase 
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to 
accurately determine the increase in small 
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system 
delivers energy to the affected area of your 
body at varying wavelengths, including 
both low-frequency and middle-frequency 
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated 
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM) 
signaling. During a treatment session, the 
Sanexas system automatically changes to 
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric 
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS 
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare 
restrictions apply) Depending on your 
coverage, your treatment could be little to 
no cost to you! 

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 
determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have 
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage 
there is hope! 

Mesa, AZ — The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with 
prescription drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These drugs 
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are 
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause you to 
feel uncomfortable and have a variety of 

Chronic pain and/or peripheral 
neuropathy is a result of damage to 
the nerves often causing weakness, 
pain, numbness, tingling, and the 
most debilitating balance problems. 
This damage is commonly caused by a 

hands and feet which causes the nerves 
to begin to degenerate due to lack of 

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood 
vessels that surround the nerves become 
diseased they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to 
“die” they cause you to have balance 
problems, pain, numbness, tingling, 
burning, and many additional symptoms.

The main problem is that your doctor 
has told you to just live with the 
problem or try the drugs which you 
don’t like taking because they make 
you feel uncomfortable. There is now 

you hope without taking those endless 

(See the special neuropathy severity 
examination at the end of this article)

neuropathy three factors must be 
determined.

1) What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been 
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% 
nerve loss, there is likely nothing that we 
can do for you.

3) How much treatment will your 
condition require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen 
Medical has three main goals.

nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

back to health is our new $50,000.00 
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art 
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic 
unit to accurately determine the increase 

to accurately determine the increase in 

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system 

of your body at varying wavelengths, 
including both low-frequency and 
middle-frequency signals. It also 
uses amplitude modulated (AM) and 
frequency modulated (FM) signaling. 
During a treatment session, the 
Sanexas system automatically changes 
to simultaneously deliver AM and FM 
electric cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS 
IS COVERED BY MEDICARE AND MOST 
INSURANCE! Depending on your 
coverage, your treatment could be little 
to no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 

determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you 
have not sustained at least 95% nerve 
damage there is hope!

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a 

neuropathy.

this chronic pain and neuropathy 
severity examination from now 
until March 31, 2023.  Call 480-
274-3157 to make an appointment 
to determine if your chronic pain 
and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

are limiting this FREE consultation 

HAVE TO SUFFER ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL 
Call 480-274-3157 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call 
goes to our voicemail, please leave a 
message and we will get back to you 
asap.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

Fig. 2

480-274-3157
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

480-796-1136
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/ 
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed 
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this 
chronic pain and neuropathy severity 
examination from now until December 
30, 2025. Call 480-796-1136 to make an 
appointment to determine if your chronic 
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are 
limiting this FREE consultation to the first 
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER 
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes 
to our voicemail, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you asap.
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Jewelry, toys, antiques, autoparts, magic,  
collectibles, metal art, artisians, handmade,

Unique Finds for All Kinds. Gifts Galore & 
Much More

Mesa Location
480-875-7265

4422 E. University Dr. #101 
 Mesa, AZ

Apache Junction Location
480-474-2054

185 W. Apache Trail 
Apache Junction, AZ

mallofpeddlers@gmail.com www.mallofpeddlers.com

Happy Thanksgiving to our valued 
readers who make it worthwhile to 
publish community digital and print 
publications. 

We appreciate your enduring sup-
port during this holiday season. 

If you’re like me and you have teen-
agers, you may often wonder how 
the modern language 
keeps shifting into short-
ened words, or lingo 
that doesn’t quite make 
sense. 

I’m still trying to un-
derstand the phenome-
non of 6-7, and why my 
teenagers and/or their 
friends try to bait me to 
say it. And, not so sur-
prisingly, it made word 
of the year, and an NFL 
football commercial. 
Huh?

Moving on, I recently learned fire 
now means it’s cool, and crashed out 
doesn’t mean passing out on the couch. 
Apparently, it means he’s mad or frus-
trated about something. 

I asked AI what the rest of the pop-
ular slang words are in 2025 that teen-
agers and young adults use. Here’s the 
AI quick hits:

Bussin’: Describes something as re-
ally good or amazing.

No cap: Means “no lie” or “for real.”
Ate that: Used to praise someone 

for doing a great job, especially in a 
performance or presentation.

Sus: Short for suspicious.
Rizz: Short for charisma, a term 

used to describe someone’s charm or 
skill in romantic situations.

Bet: Used to show agreement or 
confirmation.

Iykyk: An acronym for “if you 
know, you know.”

It’s giving: Used to describe the 
vibe or energy something is exuding 
(e.g., “It’s giving 80s”).

Drip: Refers to someone’s great 
style or fashionable out-
fit.

Bae: An abbreviation 
for “before anyone else” 
or baby, used to refer to a 
romantic partner or close 
friend.

Cap: Means “lie” or 
“false” (the opposite of 
“no cap”).

Glow-up: A signif-
icant improvement in 
someone’s appearance or 
confidence.

Mid: Describes some-
thing that is mediocre or unimpressive.

Big yikes: An expression of embar-
rassment or secondhand cringe.

Touch grass: An insult telling 
someone to go outside and be more in 
touch with reality.

Delulu: Short for delusional, used 
to describe someone with unrealistic 
expectations.

I’ve heard about half of the above, 
but not as much as late as 6-7, which 
is the 2025 Word of the Year from Dic-
tionary.com. 

Best wishes during the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday. 

P.S. If you’d like to share your 
thoughts on slang language that’s not 
inappropriate, please email me at cbis-
son@iniusa.org. 

FROM THE CEO

Enjoy Thanksgiving as you 
navigate ‘sus’ comments 

during family dinner

Charlene Bisson



Medicare • Individuals 
& Families • Small/Large 

Groups • Long Term Care • 
Life Insurance

Plans With Zero Deductibles

Low Copays & 
Afforadable Premiums

Choose Your Own Doctors

Retired? Not old enough for 
Medicare? 

PPO plans available with low copays  
and deductibles. We can get you on 
a plan that fits your budget that you 

won’t be scared to use.
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The Classical Academy at Super-
stition Mountain is launching a new 
junior master gardener program be-
ginning after the winter holiday break, 
made possible through a partnership 
with the Superstition Mountain Master 
Gardeners. 

It will be an ongoing enrichment of-
fering for academy students as part of 
its whole-child, character-focused ed-
ucational model, according to a release.

For information on the school in the 
Apache Junction Unified School Dis-
trict, 1575 W. Southern Ave., go to 
https://www.ajusd.org/classical-acad-
emy.

The program is an internation-
al youth gardening initiative created 
and managed through the university 
Cooperative Extension network and 
led nationally by Texas A&M AgriL-
ife Extension. The curriculum is re-
search-based, academically aligned, 

and implemented in schools across the 
country.

The junior master gardener’s mis-
sion is: “Growing good kids by igniting 
a passion for learning, success, and ser-
vice through a unique gardening edu-
cation.”

As part of the program, students will 
design and help build:

• Raised vegetable gardens to learn 
cultivation, sustainability and nutrition.

• A succulent garden that explores 
water conservation and desert ecology.

• A monarch butterfly waystation 
garden supporting pollinators and hab-
itat preservation.

Through these projects, students 
will:

• Gain hands-on gardening and en-
vironmental science experience.

• Develop leadership, stewardship, 
and personal responsibility.

• Complete service-learning efforts 

that benefit both campus and commu-
nity.

• Work toward Junior Master Gar-
dener certification and recognition.

Instruction will be delivered by 
certified members of the Superstition 
Mountain Master Gardeners, with fa-

cilitation from Master Gardener Tricia 
Schaeffer in collaboration with Acade-
my staff.

“This partnership brings learning to 
life,” Principal Brett Bitterman said in 
the release.

“Students won’t just read about sci-
ence and stewardship. They’ll experi-
ence it firsthand. Working in the gar-
den gives them a real sense of purpose, 
pride, and connection to the natural 
world.”

To support the start-up phase of the 
garden build, the academy is accepting 
donations of gardening supplies such as 
soil, seeds, tools, irrigation components, 
and outdoor learning materials. Com-
munity members, local businesses or 
organizations interested in contributing 
may contact the school office for a list 
of needed items or shop the program’s 
Amazon Wishlist: https://tinyurl.com/
rrywrdtc.

As part of the program, students will design and 
help build  succulent garden that explores water 
conservation and desert ecology; and a  monarch 
butterfly waystation garden supporting pollina-
tors and habitat preservation. (Metro Creative)

Junior master gardener program launching at elementary school
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ADR HARDWARE TRUE VALUE 
(480) 982-7461
237 N. Apache Trail, 

Apache Junction, AZ 85120-3916 
WWW.ADRHARDWAREAZ.COM
Apache Junction, AZ 85120-3916 
WWW.ADRHARDWAREAZ.COM

W Superstition Blvd

W Broadway Ave

Apache 

N Apache Trail Idaho Rd

E Old West Hwy

Trail

STARTSSTARTS
 12/1/25 12/1/25

ENDS ENDS 12/31/2512/31/25
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ADR HARDWARE

While Supplies While Supplies LastLast

 AJ's Original Hardware Store

We’re down the road from higher We’re down the road from higher pricesprices

$3999
Reg. 
$13799

Reg.
$60900

$1299

Reg.

$29999

Reg.
$979

Reg. 
$7499

Reg. 
$2799
Reg. 

$1299

16” Multi 
LED 

Snow� ake
Item # 
816760

$2999

Milkhouse 
Heater

Item 
#106107

Reg.
$1649
Reg.

$499

$1299
Reg.
$1299

100pk 8” Wht 
Zip Tie

Item
#120224

36” 
LED Gld 

Snowman
Item

#873646

Reg. 
$599
Reg. 

$249

Reg. 
$7999

Airblown Santa Scene
Item #116096

Reg.
$899

4’ Clr 
Christmas 

Tree
Item #224069

Reg. 
$3699

40” Lg 
Snowman 

Statue
Item 

#177986

Reg. 
$4199

Reg.
$11900

Reg
$6899
Reg

$4599

36x27 Pillow Pet Bed
Item #133917

Reg.
$4799

16oz 
Seafoam

Item 
#200934

15oz Micro 
Sani Spray

Items
#264689

Reg.
$2699

Reg. 
$2199

Reg. 
$1999

Reg. 
$8899
Reg. Reg. 

$3999

$1299
Reg. 
$3599

100 
6 Func 

Bulb 
Set
Item 

#274758

HW 50ct 
Multi Lgt 

Set
Item

#195533

Red 
Heated 
Quad 
Chair
Item 

#121269

Elite 2B 
Griddle

Item
#114436

ME Pist Grip 
Wrklght

Item #248701

$1299
Reg. 
$4599

4 Gal SS 
Wet/Dry 

Vac
Item 

#120549

Reg.
$1599
Reg.Reg.

$999

MM Mini Multi Tool
Item #250438

MM 10pc 
Prec 

Screwdvr 
Set
Item 

#269019

Reg.

$999
Reg.

$579
Reg.

$499

17.5” 
Santa 

Plaque
Item 

#932278

Reg. 

$2199

Reg.

$10900

FS Table Top 
Patio Heater

Item
#108116

“We need no sidewalks where 
there are little business and no 
homes.” — r. joe lorden via Next-
door comment

***
“100% No. Joe said it best.” — 

Sunny W. via Nextdoor comment

***

“Some people actually have to 
walk to get around town and some 
like to get exercise and don’t want to 
run and bike on the roads right there. 
I think great idea to help improve the 
community and take a step forward.” 
— Wayne Langenbach via Next-
door comment

***
“They spend money like mad with 

no sense of costs..” — Stephanie 
Ryan via Nextdoor comment

Speak Up
• From page 16

one is creating their first résumé or 
updating an application. We also offer 
free computer and internet access, 
printing and scanning services, and a 
variety of online tools for career de-
velopment,” Harrison said. “When 
Arizona@Work representatives are 
not on site, our library team ensures 
that patrons can still get help con-
necting to job opportunities and de-
veloping the skills they need to suc-
ceed.”

No increased need during federal 
shutdown

There has not been an increased 
need of Arizona@Work services with 
the federal government shutdown 
and decreased benefits, Millman said.

“To date we have not experienced 
an increase in need of our services as 

a result of the federal shutdown,” he 
said. 

In a statement provided through 
the city of Apache Junction, an Ar-
izona Department of Economic Se-
curity official had a similar response 
regarding needs increasing during the 
shutdown.

“There hasn’t been an overwhelm-
ing demand at this time, but we are 
at the early stages of benefits being 
affected by the community. Once the 
community is fully experiencing the 
effects of the federal shutdown, we 
do anticipate our services being in 
demand and an increase in communi-
ty outreach,” Leroy Sparrow, ADEQ 
workforce specialist, said.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them 
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 

long as they meet our Civility Guidelines, https://
www.yourvalley.net/civility-checklist/.

Library
• From page 5

to the vote.
Because the wastewater treatment 

system is dependent on a biological 
process, the system occasionally ex-
periences upsets and other events that 
can cause higher solids and turbidity 
than what are allowed in the effluent 
stream. The flocculant during those 
times will help to ensure permit limits 

are met and reclaimed water can be 
distributed. The system will not be 
needed when the process is running 
well, Anglin and Operations Supervi-
sor James Drye wrote in a staff report.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@ini-
usa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit comments 
at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to AzOpin-
ions@iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing 
a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as they 
meet our Civility Guidelines, https://www.your-
valley.net/civility-checklist/.

Sewer
• From page 2



DONATION MOVERS
THE ARIZONA MOVERS

Call us today! (480)529-9586

20+ Years
Serving Arizona

A+ Rated
Better Business 

Bureau

Full Service
Local & Long  

Distance

Veteran
Owned & Operated

Full Residential Moving
Relocate Your Business with Confidence

For more than 20 years, people have trusted Donation Movers with 
their moving and relocation needs.

Call Donation Movers LLC for dependable moving service that 
mirrors the values and integrity of small town values. Donation 

Movers LLC can promise hassle- and problem-free professionalism 
with its services. We want to help you make your move.

donationmovers.com

SMALL LOCAL BUSINESS

LLC 
(602) 804-8806

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ROC #350839

• Lighting Upgrades
• Diagnose and Repair 

Electrical Issues
• Ceiling Fans 

• Outdoor Power for 
Spas and RVs 

• Panel Upgrades
• Electric Vehicle 

Chargers

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Gather with neighbors and local celebrities 
in December in Apache Junction to learn from 
and teach each other what you find important 
about the Bill of Rights. 

Local constitutional scholars are invited to 
read one of the original amendments and tell a 
story related to it. Each year is different, based 
on the readers and their stories. Everybody 
learns something and everybody has fun, it 
truly is amazing, according to a release.

This year Congressman Andy Biggs and 
Cindy Biggs will be the guest speakers. Both 
are considered constitutional scholars with 
tons of stories and accounts of our fight for in-
dependence, it states in the release.  

The 3-5:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, event 
at the Mammoth Steakhouse and Saloon at 
Goldfield Ghost Town, 4650 N. Mammoth 
Mine Road, is a nonpartisan celebration of our 
country and our youth event, open to all who 
celebrate the U.S. Constitution. 

Purchase tickets for $40 and get updates on 
the Fourth Annual Future of the Bill of Rights 
at https://tinyurl.com/yc8ess53.

Also present will be Apache Junction High 
School student Bill of Rights essay contestants. 

“These kids put their talents to work telling 
their own stories about why the Bill of Rights is 
important to them. The contest kick-off, held 
on Constitution Day Sept. 17, brought 300 
seventh-11th grade students together with the 
team that organizes the Bill of Rights celebra-
tion event. The organizers perform skits and 
games to warm the kids up for the essay chal-
lenge. Our goal is to create the next Madisons 
and Jeffersons for our country through thought 
and study of our Bill of Rights,” it states in the 
release.  

The celebration includes signature dishes 
prepared by the cowhand chefs at Mammoth 
Steakhouse and those spectacular views of the 
Superstition Mountains.

The 3-5:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, event at the Mammoth Steakhouse and 
Saloon at Goldfield Ghost Town, 4650 N. Mammoth Mine Road, is a non-
partisan celebration of our country and our youth event, open to all who 
celebrate the U.S. Constitution. (Metro Connection)

Fourth annual Bill of Rights celebration in December
THINGS TO DO

YourValley.net |  Apache Junction Independent |  December 2025  23  
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Your  Home Town Your  Home Town 
Tire and  Service Tire and  Service CenterCenter

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
480-982-8489

OPENOPEN
M-F 8am to 5:30pmM-F 8am to 5:30pm
Saturday 8am-2pmSaturday 8am-2pm

Closed SundayClosed Sunday

FREE 4 TIRE ROTATION AND SAFETY INSPECTION
Most cars, up to 5qts 5w30, 5w20 bulk oils, new oil filter, chassis lube. Reset 
TPMS not included. Plus $3 waste fees. (Canister oil filter - additional oil - 
larger vehicles - Foreign Euro vehicles - and special vehicles, extra charges 
will apply.) Must present Coupon printed or digitally. Expires 12-30-25

$2999

BASIC LUBE, OIL &
FILTER CHANGE

$5499

SYNTHETIC LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER CHANGE

OR

740 W Apache Trail • Apache Junction, AZ 85120740 W Apache Trail • Apache Junction, AZ 85120

 480-982-8489 480-982-8489
See Our New Holiday Specials at:See Our New Holiday Specials at:  

AJTIRESANDSERVICE.COMAJTIRESANDSERVICE.COM
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EAST VALLEY
FAVORITES

YourValley.net

Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A 300-unit, three-story multifami-
ly residential affordable-housing rent-
al community — with rents $1,262 
for a one-bedroom unit to $1,950 for 
a four-bedroom unit including utili-
ties — is planned in Apache Junction.

The project will use the Section 
42 low-income housing tax credit 
program, which allows developers to 
offer affordable housing to residents 
earning up to 60% of the area’s me-
dian income.

A conditional-use permit request 
by Roers Cos., represented by Greg 
Davis of Iplan Consulting, will be dis-
cussed at the 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 2, 
meeting of the Apache Junction City 
Council in the council chambers, 300 
E. Superstition Blvd.

The Apache Junction Planning 
and Zoning Commission on Oct. 28 
voted 4-1 to recommend the council 
approve the permit with Commis-
sioner Sandra Mykland voting no. 
Commissioners Ari Kalan and Nich-

olas Kelley were absent.
The proposal is consistent with 

the city’s general plan land-use goals 
for multifamily living to support the 
downtown business community, Se-
nior Planner Nick Leftwich told the 
commission prior to the vote.

The primary entrance will be 
on the property’s south side with 
a shared access on Idaho Road. A 
right-only emergency gate on Idaho 
Road is planned, he said.

“The applicant is also providing 
plenty of on-site amenities,” Leftwich 
said. “There is open space with tot 
lots, there is a clubhouse ... dog park, 
open spaces, a community pool.” 

A multiuse trail is planned outside 
the community wall on Idaho Road 
and Scenic Street that connects to 
the more rural area of the city to the 
east, he said.

A market-rate multifamily apart-
ment development is planned, Davis 
of Iplan Consulting told the commis-
sion prior to the vote.

Affordable apartment development 
planned at Idaho, Scenic

A variety of materials are 
proposed including smooth 
finish stucco, brick, vertical 
cement planks, corrugated 
metal, and metal accents 
and railings. (City of Apache 
Junction)

• See Housing on page 26

LOW-INCOME HOUSING



YourValley.net |  Apache Junction Independent |  December 2025  25  

$1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! $1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! 
Valley Wide Remodelers You Can Depend On!

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

Luxury BathLuxury Bath
is Your Only Choice 

for Remodelling
As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we 
offer fast, affordable, and lifetime-

guaranteed bathroom remodelling 
solutions across the Phoenix area.

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

We’ll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • ROC #295792

Shower remodels • Tub-to-shower conversions
Walk-in tubs • Roll-in showers

ART GALLERY GIFTS
Featuring Owners

Susan Paige
and husband

Lt Col Barry
and

Local Artists
Downtown Apache Junction

Paige Artists Gallery

300 West Apache Trail, Suite 106A
Visit all shops in the Plaza

Summer Hours Fri. & Sat. 10am-4pm    susanpaige@susanpaige.com

Mail To:   Genesis Project
  P.O. Box 5156
  Apache Junction, AZ 85178

Donate in Person:  564 N. Idaho Road, Suite #5
  Apache Junction, AZ 85119
  10am-2pm

Donate via PayPal:  www.GenesisProjectAZ.org

Thanks to the Arizona State Charitable Giving Tax Credit you can  
donate up to $421 for individuals and $841 for joint filers and receive  

a dollar for dollar credit on your Arizona State Taxes!

Genesis Project is a community focused, volunteer ran, faith based 
501(c)3 non-profit and Qualified Charitable Organization with a  

mission to feed, clothe, and hydrate the hungry and homeless.

Thanks to the Arizona State Charitable Giving Tax Credit you can donate up 
to $495 for individuals and $987 for joint filers and receive a dollar for dollar 

credit on your Arizona State Taxes!

Genesis Project is a community focused, volunteer ran, faith based 501(c)3 
non-profit and Qualified Charitable Organization with a mission to feed, 

clothe, and hydrate the hungry and homeless, as well as connect individuals to 
social services to assist in overcoming the root causes of food insecurity.Mail To:   Genesis Project

  P.O. Box 5156
  Apache Junction, AZ 85178

Donate in Person:  564 N. Idaho Road, Suite #5
  Apache Junction, AZ 85119
  10am-2pm

Donate via PayPal:  www.GenesisProjectAZ.org

Thanks to the Arizona State Charitable Giving Tax Credit you can  
donate up to $421 for individuals and $841 for joint filers and receive  

a dollar for dollar credit on your Arizona State Taxes!

Genesis Project is a community focused, volunteer ran, faith based 
501(c)3 non-profit and Qualified Charitable Organization with a  

mission to feed, clothe, and hydrate the hungry and homeless.

 Mail to:  Genesis Project
  P.O. Box 5156
  Apache Junction, AZ 85178

 Donate in Person:  1050 W. Superstition Blvd.
  Apache Junction, AZ 85120
  10am - 2pm

 Donate Online:  www.GenesisProjectAZ.org

You decide 
where your

money goes!
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• 24 Hour Service
• Licensed, 
   Bonded and  
   Insured
• Sales, Service 
   and Installation

480-594-6775 
clkplumbing1@gmail.com

clkplumbing.net 
ROC# 332239

$200 OFF  
WATER HEATERS 
OR SOFTENERS

Urban Chic Salon Suite
Indulge in an hour of pure bliss with a Japanese Head Massage. 

Experience the harmony of aromatherapy, rejuvenating scalp 
scrubs, micro-steam, and soothing light therapy.

Elevate your senses with a tailored one-hour session and Elevate your senses with a tailored one-hour session and 
transform your well-being. Book your escape today.transform your well-being. Book your escape today.

1 hour session $90.00 Japanese Head Spa
$20.00 off full highlights

$25.00 women’s cuts

Cannot combine offers

Urban Chic Salon Suite
1153 W 12th Ave, Apache Junction, Az 85120

By appointment only | Hours Monday - Friday 9:00-5:00
480-401-8351

“Our density is about 22 units per 
acre. The zoning district allows up 
to 40 so we’re well under that. The 
height limitation is 60 feet; we’re 
building three stories, which comes 
out to be a little less than 40 feet so 
we’re compliant with that require-
ment as well,” he said.

Western-style elements such as 
vertical board and batten like a barn 
and corrugated steel like from a 
trough out in a field have been added 
to the buildings, Davis said.

“We’ve been through a few itera-
tions trying to get the magic clue of 
what Western architecture is. We met 
with the council — everyone had a 
different opinion of what that might 
look like,” he said. “I think (what) 
the architects drew upon is there are 
a lot of different elements that feel 
Western, and we may not be able to 
make a three-story apartment build-
ing look Western but we can certain-
ly introduce a lot of those elements to 
these buildings.”  

Bela Flor Enterprises LLC is the 
owner of the 13-acre development 
near the southeast corner of Idaho 
Road and the Scenic Street align-
ment.

The development plan proposes 14 
three-story buildings. The residential 
units will include 48 one-bedroom/

one-bath, 132 two-bedroom/two-
bath units, 84 three-bedroom/two-
bath units and 36 four-bedroom/
two-bath units. Parking is to include 
370 surface spaces and 300 covered 
parking stalls.

The buildings are clustered around 
community open space areas or along 
the perimeter, including along Idaho 
Road, it states in a written project 
narrative from Iplan Consulting.

The single-story office/clubhouse 
structure is off the project entrance in 
the southwest portion of the proper-

ty. A small, single-story maintenance 
building is also planned in the north-
west corner of the property, it states.

The primary duties of the plan-
ning and zoning commission include 
community contact regarding items 
including a zoning change request, 
to an application from a developer 
for a shopping center development 
or housing project. Also included are 
conditional use permits with the final 
decision being handled at the plan-
ning and zoning commission level, 
according to the city’s website.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them 
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 

long as they meet our Civility Guidelines, https://
www.yourvalley.net/civility-checklist/.

Bela Flor Enterprises LLC is the owner of the 13-acre development near the southeast corner of Idaho 
Road and the Scenic Street alignment. (City of Apache Junction)

Housing
• From page 24 LOW-INCOME HOUSING 

TAX CREDIT PROGRAM
The project will use the Section 
42 low-income housing tax credit 
program.
It allows developers to offer afford-
able housing to residents earning 
up to 60% of the area’s median 
income. 
Rental rates are set annually by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. For this area 
in 2025, rents range from $1,262 
for a one-bedroom to $1,950 for 
a four-bedroom unit, inclusive of 
utilities.
Families must meet both income 
and household size requirements to 
qualify for housing under the LIHTC 
program. In 2025, the maximum 
income limits were:
• One-person household: $47,160
• Two-person household: $53,820
• Three-person household: $60,600
• Four-person household: $67,320
Source: City of Apache Junction
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incarizona.com

INTEGRITY NEUROPATHY CENTER • 1122 S Greenfield Rd, #102, Mesa 
LUNCH WILL BE SERVED. SPACE IS LIMITED TO 15! 

RSVP by December 5th (480)820-9147

TUESDAY December 9th @11:30

PRESENTED BY
DR. AARON T SHAPIRO, DC, BCN

WITHOUT THE USE OF
DRUGS AND SURGERY

CLINICAL STUDIES REVEAL:
The debilitating pain, numbness
and tingling experienced by
patients su�ering from Peripheral 

Neuropathy can be successfully
treated 

IN THIS CUTTING-EDGE FREE SEMINAR YOU’LL LEARN:

If you’re experiencing pain, burning, numbness, tingling 
or pins & needles in your hands or feet ---

Don’t miss this FREE Seminar on Peripheral Neuropathy!

BREAKTHROUGH NEUROPATHY TREATMENT

HOW TO 
GET LASTING 

RELIEF 
FROM:

WITHOUT 
THE USE OF 
DRUGS OR 
SURGERY!

HOW TO 
GET LASTING 

RELIEF 
FROM:

WITHOUT 
THE USE OF 
DRUGS OR 
SURGERY!

BREAKTHROUGH NEUROPATHY TREATMENT

• Why many current treatments for neuropathy don’t work.
• The underlying causes of peripheral neuropathy, and the key to prevention!
• The Nobel prize winning discovery that every neuropathy patient MUST know.
• How peripheral neuropathy is diagnosed, and when it can be successfully treated.
• A technology originally developed by NASA that decreases neuropathy symptoms.
• Advanced diagnostic testing to help determine if your condition can be treated.
• A simple home therapy that is used by some of the largest specialty hospitals in the

country to treat certain types of neuropathy.
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NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699 CROWN

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

In house financing available for larger treatment plans

FULL-TIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO ASSIST YOU IN GETTING 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional prices. We’ll also 
replace missing teeth with bridges and provide cosmetic crowns to create 

the confident smile you deserve — all of this at affordable prices.

azcrowncenter.com•2490 West Ray Road, Unit 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

CALL TODAY!
480-349-1140

ONE SIMPLE PRICE, NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

PER U
N

IT

Arizona Crown 
Center – THE 
affordable dental 
crown experts. 
We fix broken teeth 
and replace missing 
teeth with bridges, 
caps and replace 
crowns – all at one 
low, affordable price!

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Out of a total of 214 building per-
mits listed in Apache Junction for 
October 2025, there were a total of 
140 issued as of Nov. 5.

Examples of building permits filed, 
according to a website off of apache-
junctionaz.gov/622/Permits, in-
clude:

• New/replace/upgrade commer-
cial over 200A at 2866 W. Radiance 
Ave.; applying for a 400amp pedestal 
at 19.29 Radiance Lake for lighting 
and irrigation controller; permit is-
sued Oct. 6; SiteWorks Develop-
ment; Kent Akbay.

• Demo single family home at 
1210 S. Desert View Drive; demol-
ish approximately 2,000-square-foot 
under-roof single-family residence; 
submittal received Oct. 7; Odorico 
Bautista.

• Commercial foundation only at 
1000 S. Idaho Road; repairs to the 
south side of the recreation hall at the 
concrete footing at the Roadhaven 
Resort community; in review Oct. 
20; Hobbs Masonry Construction - 
Moroni Mejia; Roadhaven Resort of 
Apache Junction - Phase I.

• Electric repair/add circuit, lights 
— commercial at 21 E. Old West 
Highway; downlighting to be added 
to building and canopy; submittal re-
ceived Oct. 21; Daniel D. Filuk, ar-
chitect - Kim Filuk. 

• Commercial- new gas storage at 
2831 W. Apache Trail; installation 
of a 120-gallon propane tank, securi-
ty enclosure, four protective bollards 
and gas piping; submittal received 
Oct. 30; AutoZone - Mitch Bramlitt.

• Electric repair/add circuit, lights 
— residential at 2524 W. Stanton 
Ave.; electrical circuit addition to 
shade structure; permit issued Oct. 
6; Rider Permit Service - Annette 
Gordon; Superstition Vistas Phase 
1B - Parcels 19.10, 19.11 & Model 

Complex
• Wall sign, no electric, at 10034 

S. Canyon Trail; to install five each 
model home signs; submittal received 
Oct. 8; Impact Sign and Graphics - 
ROC 274451 - David Garcia; Blos-
som Rock Phase 2.

• New single family home at 2032 
W. Starkey Ave.; permit issued Oct. 
9; DR Horton East Construction; 
Superstition Vistas Phase 2B - Parcel 
19.22.

• In-ground swimming pool at 
866 S. Buena Vista Drive; building 
a 404-square-foot in-ground swim-
ming pool with all the equipment; 
permit issued Oct. 13; AZ Backyard 
Lifestyles - ROC 305438 - Larry 
Simmons.

• Demo in-ground pool at 1074 E. 
Mesquite Ave.; permit issued Oct. 
13; Michael Snyder; Palm Springs 
Unit 2.

• Roof replace at residence at 
593 S. Desert View Drive; shin-
gle-for-shingle and rolled roofing on 
front patio approximately 840 square 
feet; permit Issued Oct. 13; Jennifer 
Irwin; Homie Homes.

• Build addition to park model at 
1000 S. Idaho Road space No. 1437; 
remodel existing 12-feet-by-18-feet-
six-inches Arizona room; submittal 
received Oct. 27; Shelly Sullivan; 
Roadhaven Resort of Apache Junc-
tion - Phase I.

A new single family home is being constructed at 
2032 W. Starkey Ave. in Apache Junction. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia, Arianna Grainey)

140 building permits issued in
October in Apache Junction
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By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fourteen Apache Junction-area 
residents recently were appointed 
or reappointed as volunteer mem-
bers to various city boards and 
commissions.

After interviewing candidates 
during a work session Oct. 20, 
council members on Oct. 21 made 
separate motions for each position 
open. Most were unanimous ap-
provals but three were not. 

Mayor Chip Wil-
son thanked all who 
applied for a spot on a 
board or commission 
to serve the city of 
Apache Junction and 
its residents.

“This is a great way 
to influence how our 
city development and growth occur 
and to ensure the vision is for the 
future,” he said.

A total of 26 applications were 

received this year, 
which was a record, 
City Clerk Evie McK-
inney said.

“We’re super 
thrilled with that 
many,” she said.

Board of Adjustment
Lamont Klepper and John Gor-

don were appointed to the board of 
adjustment, each for a term ending 
Oct. 31, 2028. Catherine Meek was 
appointed for a term ending Oct. 
31, 2027.

The board’s primary duty is to 
hear and decide appeals or deci-
sions made by the zoning adminis-
trator in enforcement of the zoning 
ordinance. 

Members also hear appeals from 
the zoning administrator’s decisions 
in granting or denying issuance of 
building use permits and hear and 

Area residents appointed 
to commissions, boards

• See Appointed on page 30

Chip Wilson

Evie McKinney

After interviewing candidates during a work session Oct. 20, council members on Oct. 21 made sep-
arate motions for each position open. Most were unanimous approvals but three were not. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia, Arianna Grainey)
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AJ’s Finest Guitar Shop!
Servicing the East Valley and beyond with new 

& used guitars, amps, lessons, accessories, 
repairs, refurbishments, and customizati ons.

Visit us online, call or stop by today!

Lost Dutchman Music & Supersti ti on
Strings combine to make

www.lostdutchmanmusic.com | (602) 619-8703
1000 West Apache Trail (#125)  | Apache Juncti on, AZ 85120

(North/back side of Thunderbird Plaza)

10104 E. APACHE TRAIL  APACHE JUNCTION 
448800--338800--33221111  

WE SELL   CARPET- TILE - LAMINATE - WOOD - VINYL 
WE CLEAN   CARPET - TILE - GROUT - UPHOLSTERY 
WE DO   FLOOR REPAIR AND MORE 

INCLUDES:  Pre-treatment, spot treatment, no-residue 
rinse, rake & deodorizer as needed, truck mount hot water 

extraction 

*DISCOUNT OFF MINIMUM JOB OF $120.00 

448800--338800--33221111  
*DISCOUNT OFF MINUNUM JOB OF 235 S/F 

IICRC CERTIFIED 
ROC #201105 

448800--338800--33221111  

100% EVERY INCH GUARANTEE!! 

INCLUDES: Pre-treatment, spot treatment, no-residue rinse, 
rake & deodorizer as needed, truck mount hot water extraction 

480-380-3211480-380-3211  
*DISCOUNT OFF MINIMUM JOB OF $120.00

480-380-3211480-380-3211  
*DISCOUNT OFF MINIMUM JOB OF 235 S/F

$20.00 OFF CARPET CLEANING!!**$20.00 OFF CARPET CLEANING!!** $35.00 OFF TILE AND GROUT CLEANING!!**$35.00 OFF TILE AND GROUT CLEANING!!**
100% EVERY INCH GUARANTEE!!

“YOUR FLOORING PROFESSIONALS”“YOUR FLOORING PROFESSIONALS”
WE SELL   CARPET- TILE - LAMINATE - WOOD - VINYL 
WE CLEAN   CARPET - TILE - GROUT - UPHOLSTERY 
WE DO   FLOOR REPAIR AND MORE 

ROC #201105 
IICRC CERTIFIED

10104 E. APACHE TRAIL APACHE JUNCTION
480-380-3211480-380-3211

decide all matters referred to the 
board by the zoning administrator. 
There are seven members who must 
be city residents.

City construction code board of 
appeals

John Gordon was appointed to 
the non-general contractor position 
on the construction code board of 
appeals for a term ending Oct. 31, 
2027. Dave Hantzsche was reap-
pointed as a general public member 
with a term ending Oct. 31, 2028.

The board’s primary duty is to 
hear and decide appeals made by 
individuals regarding construction 
codes and decisions made by the 
building and safety manager, to pro-
vide for reasonable interpretations 
of the provisions of the technical 
codes on the suitability of alternate 
materials and methods of construc-
tion, and to recommend changes of 
the various building and fire codes 

to the building and safety manager. 
The five members do not need to 

be residents of the city.

City health and human services 
commission

Elisa Krcilek was 
appointed to the 
health and human ser-
vices commission for a 
term ending Oct. 31, 
2028. Jeffrey Dan-
ford was reappointed  
in a 5-2 vote — with 
Councilmembers Dar-
ryl Cross and Peter 
Heck dissenting — to 
a term ending Oct. 31, 
2028. Dwan Mont-
gomery was appointed 
to a term ending Oct. 
31, 2028.

The commission 
conducts public hear-
ings to determine city residents’ 
needs with regard to public health, 
provision of human services and 
care of the elderly, handicapped 

and developmentally disabled. The 
commission reviews requests sub-
mitted by health and human ser-
vices providers for city funding and 
makes recommendations to council 
regarding such funding. 

There are seven members with at 
least four city residents and no more 
than three being area nonresidents. 

City industrial development  
authority

No applications were received to 
serve on the industrial 
development author-
ity.

C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
Tess Nesser asked if 
anyone in the audi-
ence wanted to serve.

“Raise your hand,” 
she said. 

“Be advised that the last time 
they held a meeting was what, 
1989?” Cross said.

There are four presently on the 
seven-member authority so it has 
a quorum, City Clerk McKinney 

said.
“We’re just trying to fill vacan-

cies that have been on there for the 
last two terms. So you don’t have to 
do anything on this one tonight if 
you don’t want to,” she said. 

The authority’s main purpose 
is to be a funding mechanism for 
tax-exempt, low-interest bond fi-
nancing made available by federal 
law for certain eligible construc-
tion projects. State and federal laws 
restrict the types and cost of proj-
ects the authority may finance. In 
Arizona, the beneficiaries of such 
funding are almost always 501(c)
(3) entities such as hospitals, pri-
vate universities, charter schools, 
museums, etc. 

There are seven members who 
must be city residents.

City library board
Judy Borey and Robin Barker 

were reappointed and Alexandra 
Wyroba was appointed to the li-
brary board, all with terms ending 

Appointed
• From page 29

• See Appointed on page 32

Darryl Cross

Peter Heck

Tess Nesser
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See Clearly 
Live Fully
Protect your vision with a 
comprehensive eye exam.

We detect and manage eye diseases 
early to keep your eyes healthy for life.

Schedule your 
appointment
(602) 837-2515



Apache Junction 
110 S. Idaho Rd #160, 
Apache Junction, AZ 85119

Scan for
Location

Notary Services Available

ACCOUNTING  
PAYROLL • TAX SPECIALISTS

• Accounting - Easy-to-use software: services include set up 
then range from periodic review to processing all transactions; 
we customize our service to meet YOUR needs

• Payroll - Now is the time to change. Get Payroll Services with 
one who is Accessible, Efficient and Reasonably priced.

• Taxes - Personal, all business, estates & trusts, non-residents; 
Also Sales taxes and payroll taxes. Secure Document Portal. 
Unfiled tax returns? We are a judgement-free zone!

H.A.T.S.
Harris Accounting & Tax Service

Tel (480) 605-3710 * Fax (480) 605-3720
e-mail: Tax@HarrisAccounting.net

1000 W Apache Trl Ste 107, Apache Junction, AZ 85120

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Apache Junction • January 7, 2026 • Central Arizona College 
Surprise • January 27, 2026 • The Colonnade

Litchfield Park/Goodyear • Feb. 18, 2026 • Tuscany Falls  Ballroom
Chandler • February 24, 2026 • Sun Lakes Country Club

Peoria • March 26, 2026 • Westbrook Village
SunCity West • April 22, 2026 • SCW Foundation

Sun City • May 4, 2026 • Sundial Rec Center
Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade
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SPONSOR A 
FAMILY’S MEAL

$35
D o n a t i o n  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  b e l o w  i s  n e e d e d :  

S t u f f i n g ,  B o x e d  P o t a t o e s ,  G r a v y ,  

C r a n b e r r y  S a u c e ,  C a n n e d  V e g g i e s ,

C o r n b r e a d  M i x ,  &  P i e  F i l l i n g

superstit ionfoodbank.org

(4  People)

SUPERSTITIONFOODBANK.ORG

TAX DAY
INCENTIVES

APRIL 15, 2026

Feed Families & Get Every Dollar Back!
Donate to Superstition Community Food Bank today and

claim the FULL Arizona Charitable Tax Credit!
✅ QCO Code: #20221 

✅ Singles: up to $495 back
 ✅ Married filing jointly: up to $987 back

Your gift fights hunger in Apache Junction—and comes
straight back to you when you file your taxes. 

Instant receipt online!
� Donate now & make a difference

501(c)(3) | 100% tax credit | Zero cost to give 
#SuperstitionFoodBank #AZTaxCredit #GiveAndGetBack

Oct. 31, 2028.
The board’s primary responsibil-

ity is to inform and advise council 
on matters of public interest and 
need in relation to the resources 
and services of the Apache Junction 
Public Library. The board also rec-
ommends the policy for governing, 
control and improvement of the li-
brary and promotes the public’s 
awareness of the services available 
at the library. 

There are seven members who 
must be city residents.

City parks and recreation com-
mission

Manny Vega was appointed to 
the parks and recreation commis-
sion for a term ending Oct. 31, 
2027; Heather Moeller was reap-
pointed for a term ending Oct. 31, 
2028; and Lamont Klepper was 
appointed to a term ending Oct.  
31, 2028.

The commission recommends 
regulations and policies for the gov-
ernment, control and improvement 
of public parks. The commission 
also recommends use fees for pub-
lic park facilities and other chang-
es for the city parks and recreation 
program. There are seven members 
who must be city residents.

City planning and zoning  
commission

Nicholas Kelley was appointed 
to the planning and zoning com-
mission for a term ending Oct. 31, 
2026. Dave Hantzsche and Robin 
Barker were reappointed for terms 
ending Oct. 31, 2028. 

The commission’s primary duties 
are to formulate, create and admin-
ister any lawful plan duly adopted 
by the governing body for the pres-
ent and future growth of the city 
pertaining to the use of land and 
buildings for any purpose, together 
with all activities commonly known 
as planning and zoning. 

There are seven members who 

must be city residents.

City public arts commission
Jeffrey Danford was reappointed 

in a 6-1 vote — with Vice Mayor 
Robert Schroeder dis-
senting — to the pub-
lic arts commission for 
a term ending Oct. 31, 
2028. Janet Cooper 
was appointed in a 5-2 
vote — with Coun-
cilmember Heck and 
Vice Mayor Schroed-
er dissenting — for a term ending 
Oct. 31, 2028.

“Only because I had some-
one else in mind. No offense Jeff,” 
Schroeder said in voting no for 
Danford.

“No. Only because I had some-
one else for that. So no,” Heck said 
in voting on Cooper.

“Again, I had someone. So no,” 
Schroeder said in voting on Cooper.

The public art commission was 
created to promote and encourage 
diverse resident participation in 

public art; assist corporations, com-
mercial developments, and other 
private and governmental entities 
to incorporate public art; recom-
mend the operating and capital im-
provement program budgets for the 
public art program; conduct the re-
quest for qualifications process for 
all public art installations; review 
gifts of art offered to the city for ar-
tistic and cultural purposes; provide 
information, recommendations, 
and advise city council and staff on 
public art policies and initiatives 
relating to the city’s mission and 
vision statements for all art; serve 
as a recommending body on public 
art projects relating to art in public 
places; and serve as a recommend-
ing body on public art projects re-
lating to art in private development.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email 
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are 

committed to publishing a wide variety of 
reader opinions, as long as they meet our 

Civility Guidelines, https://www.yourvalley.
net/civility-checklist/.

Appointed
• From page 30

Robert  
Schroeder
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NOW OFFERING: PICKUP & DELIVERY!

BEST IN
TOWN!

Apache Junction’s
State-of-the-Art Laundrymat;

Bright, Ultra Clean
& Air-Conditioned

$$55 OFF OFF
with $25
of Wash

USE US 
FOR ALL OF 

YOUR LAUNDRY 
NEEDS & 

SERVICES
725 W. Apache Trail

Apache Junction, Arizona 85120
www.superstitionlaundry.com

(480) 359-3964

Quality Healthcare, Close to Home  
Putting Patients First

Now Accepting 
New Patients!

(480) 444-1160Dr. Jason Heavens, M.D.Dr. Jason Heavens, M.D.

Heavens Urgent Care
8am-8pm Monday to Friday8am-8pm Monday to Friday

8am-4pm Saturday and Sunday8am-4pm Saturday and Sunday
7 days a week for all your urgent care needs!

95 S. Idaho Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119
Beside Fry’s Marketplace in Apache Junction     www.heavensurgentcare.com

 Access our Online 
Urgent Care here

 Access our Online 
Urgent Care here

• See Museum on page 34

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The final draft of the city of 
Apache Junction’s parks and recre-
ation strategic plan was recently ap-
proved by a city commission.

The Apache Junction Parks and 
Recreation Commission voted 5-0 to 
approve the 14-page document. Vice 
Chair Diele Kyhn and Commissioner 
Manny Vega were absent.

“I think it’s ready to go. It really 
looks professional, which gives a lot 
of credibility to it,” Commissioner 
Frank Schoenbeck said before vot-
ing. “If it doesn’t look right no mat-
ter what you have inside of it doesn’t 
mean much. But the fact it does look 
professional will get it the attention it 
deserves.”

The final draft shows some key 
achievements from last fiscal year  — 
July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025 
— and some strategies for the current 
year.

“This is an important document to 
us,” Parks Director Langenbach, Liz 
said prior to the vote. “Following the 
city’s general plan and the important 
goals, we also use this in our budget 
document that goes out and it’s uti-
lized by our auditors. It has the key 
strategies that are also emphasized 
in the budget each year so they pull 

those directly from this.”  
The commission recommends 

regulations and policies for the gov-
ernment, control and improvement 
of public parks. The commission also 
recommends use fees for public park 
facilities and other changes for the 
city parks and recreation program. 
There are seven members who must 
be city residents.

The final draft shows some key achievements 
from last fiscal year  — July 1, 2024 through June 
30, 2025 — and some strategies for the current 
year. (City of Apache Junction)

Strategic plan OK’d by parks, 
recreation commission

The Superstition Mountain Lost 
Dutchman Museum has its annual 
holiday boutiques on the weekends of 
Nov. 29-30 and Dec. 13-14 spotlight-
ing local arts and crafts, gifts, cuisine 
and more.

“We are eager to host our annual 
boutiques and highlight our incredibly 

talented local artists, creators and ven-
dors,” Chelsea Greene, museum events 
coordinator, said in a release. “We are 
honored to be a center that supports 
and uplifts our community, and we 
will be accepting donations to the Su-
perstition (Community) Food Bank in 

Museum hosts holiday boutiques
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THANK YOU FOR THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR VOTEYOUR VOTE

EAST VALLEYEAST VALLEY
FAVORITES!FAVORITES!

Winners
Announced
Jan. 1, 2026

Thank You For Your Vote forThank You For Your Vote for
East Valley Favorites!East Valley Favorites!

evf-2025.YourValley.Netevf-2025.YourValley.Net

Museum
• From page 33

The holiday 
boutiques are 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Nov. 29-30 and 
Dec. 13-14 at 
the Superstition 
Mountain Lost 
Dutchman Mu-
seum grounds, 
4087 E. Apache 
Trail (State Route 
88) in Apache 
Junction. (Super-
stition Mountain 
Lost Dutchman 
Museum)

accordance with that mission.”
The holiday boutiques are 9 a.m.-

4 p.m. Nov. 29-30 and Dec. 13-14 
at the Superstition Mountain Lost 
Dutchman Museum grounds, 4087 
E. Apache Trail (State Route 88) in 
Apache Junction.

The free holiday market brings lo-
cal artists, vendors and food together 

for a gift-shopping experience at the 
base of the Superstition Mountains. 
Visit Santa and get a special gift. Bring 
nonperishable donations to benefit the 
Superstition Community Food Bank.

Visitors can learn about the area, 
ranching life, geology, Indigenous 
culture, early settlers and more. Learn 
about the Lost Dutchman and his leg-
acy, even to this day, drawing gold 
hunters and myth busters alike. Go to 
www.smldm.org.

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Apache Junction Police Depart-
ment personnel will soon be outfit-
ted with special earbuds to protect 
their hearing when training at the 
gun range thanks to a more than 
$19,000 grant from the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Communi-
ty.

The Apache Junction City 
Council on Oct. 21 voted unani-
mously to approve a consent agen-
da with other items and an inter-
governmental agreement with the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community to accept grant funds 
in the amount of $19,638 for the 
Xcor hearing-protection equip-
ment.

Proposition 202, passed with the 
2002 gaming compact in Arizona, 
directs participating tribal govern-
ments to share 12% of their gaming 
revenues with surrounding local 
governments. Nonprofit organiza-
tions are eligible to compete with a 
local government agreeing to serve 
as a pass-through agent.

This is the first year that Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity allowed the Apache Junc-
tion Police Department to apply for 

the 12% gaming fund grants, AJPD 
Chief Michael Pooley said to the 
council at the Oct. 7 meeting.

“We are looking to get some 
hearing protection for our officers 
so when they are out at the range,” 
he said. “The big request is the (in-
tergovernmental agreement) and 
really partnering with the Salt Riv-
er Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity for the future and really appre-
ciating the work that they do with 
other entities, not only ours.”

A total of 110 to 120 hearing 
protection devices will be pur-
chased, he said.

The ear protection is needed by 
the city’s law-enforcement officers, 
Councilman Bryan Soller said at 
the meeting.

“As we know from the military, 
hearing is a big issue, especial-
ly when you are shooting a lot of 
firearms. So it’s good that you are 
looking into getting proper ear-pro-
tection for our troops,” he said.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email 
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are 

committed to publishing a wide variety of 
reader opinions, as long as they meet our 

Civility Guidelines, https://www.yourvalley.
net/civility-checklist/.

City receives funding for 
police hearing protection
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CARS • TRUCKS • RV’S • 4X4CARS • TRUCKS • RV’S • 4X4

10% OFF*10% OFF*
FOR ALLFOR ALL

VETERANSVETERANS
& SENIORS& SENIORS

MUST PRESENT CARD AT TIME

MUST PRESENT CARD AT TIME

OF SERVICE. LABOR ONLY.

OF SERVICE. LABOR ONLY.

FREEFREECHECK ENGINE
CHECK ENGINELIGHTLIGHTDIAGNOSTIC!
DIAGNOSTIC!

AC SERVICE SPECIAL

 *Freon extra on applicable vehicles.
Plus tax. Must present coupon 

at time of service.

$9999We Now Offer Financing!

Synchrony Financial
NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS!NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS!

480-964-3832480-964-3832

CarCareONEONE

A+A+
FamilyFamily
ownedowned

& Operated& Operated
for overfor over

30 years!30 years!

2YEAR - 24,000 MILE WARRANTY
On Most Repair Work

WWW.DOUGSTRANSMISSION.COM

DIFFERENTIAL • CLUTCH REPAIR • AIR CONDITIONING • TRANSMISSION REPAIR • TRANSFER CASE

TRANSMISSION
SERVICE

*On applicable vehicles. Plus tax.
Must present coupon at time

of service.

$18999
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRCOMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Hiring today can feel like a revolving door—especially with many job 
seekers prioritizing short-term perks over long-term commitment. If you’re 

looking for employees who value consistency, reliability, and community, 
our readers are exactly who you want to reach.

Advertising in our trusted publications puts your employment 
opportunities in front of motivated individuals who are looking to build 

lasting careers—not just chase the next offer.

Promote your employment opportunities where they’ll 
make an impact—right here in your local newspaper.

Email:  Azads@iniusa.org 

REACH RELIABLE
TALENT

HIRING SUCCESS!

INDEPENDENT
ApAche Junction/Gold cAnyon
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Expert Painting Services

Written workmanship warranty on all exterior paint jobs  •  We are here for you even after the job is done!

Call for a FREE estimate
623-462-2552 

Request a free quote online Paint48.com

full interior or full exterior 
painting project 
call for details offer expires 12/31/25

15% OFF
$0 DOWN pay when the job is complete 

no deposit needed

LICENSED & INSURED  ROC# 358282

Price Match
Guarantee

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Request a free quote online Paint48.com

15
$0 DOWN

Apache Junction resident Nancy Berhorst, Ms. Super Senior Universe 2024 and 2025, 
waves from a vehicle in the annual Apache Junction All American Veterans Parade on Vet-
erans Day. (Independent Newsmedia, Richard H. Dyer)

Apache Trail Chapter 
of the Daughters of 
the American Revo-
lution in the annual 
Apache Junction All 
American Veterans 
Parade on Veterans 
Day. (Independent 
Newsmedia, Richard 
H. Dyer)

America Legion Post 27 Apache Junction honor guard float at 
the annual Apache Junction All American Veterans Parade on 
Veterans Day. (Independent Newsmedia, Richard H. Dyer)

Hundreds 
watch 

Veterans 
Day parade

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Hundreds of people lined 
Apache Trail to watch the annu-
al Apache Junction All American 
Veterans Parade on Veterans Day, 
Tuesday, Nov. 11.

The parade started at Phelps 
Drive and headed west on Apache 
Trail, turning south onto Gold 
Drive, then heading east onto 
Apache Trail and ending back at 
Phelps Drive.

Pinal County Sheriff Ross Tee-
ple as this year’s grand marshal.

The Apache Junction High School Naval Junior Reserve Officers 
Training Corps members marching in the parade. (Independent 
Newsmedia, Richard H. Dyer)
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Th

ree
 Phase Mechanical

Air Conditioning & Heating

Residential/Commercial

24/Hr. & Weekend Service
No Premium Charge
All work is 100% guaranteed!

$34.95
check up

Never a
Trip Charge

480-671-0833
Free service call with any repair!

ROC247803 Lic. Bonded. Ins

•Sales     •Installation
•Service  •Repair

All work is 
100% 

guaranteed!

•Sales
•Installation
•Service
•Repair

Air Conditioning & Heating

480-671-0833
Free service call with any repair!

ROC247803 Lic. Bonded. Ins

$3995
check up

Never a Trip Charge!

Residential/Commercial

24/Hr. & 
Weekend 
Service

No Premium Charge

Reliable help when you need it.
Our personalized in-home care services empower  

your family to live life with peace of mind. 

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and

operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company.

© 2024 Home Instead, Inc.

Our personalized in-home care services empower
your family to live life with peace of mind. 

Reliable help when 
you need it.

homeinstead.com/195
(480) 827-4343

(480) 827-4343 | homeinstead.com/195

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company.
© 2024 Home Instead, Inc. 

GRAND OPENING DEALS UNDER $15,000GRAND OPENING DEALS UNDER $15,000
2011 CHEVROLET EQUINOX STK#18069  ............$5,990
2017 FORD FUSION STK#18192 ....................... $10,855
2 012 LINCOLN MKX SKT#17845 .......................$10,990
2017 FORD FLEX STK#18103 ...........................$11,527

2019 KIA OPTIMA STK#U7163 .........................$11,800
2013 HONDA PILOT STK#U7210  ......................$12,990
2006 FORD F-350 SUPER DUTY LARIAT STK#18176 ..$14,000
2015 CADILLAC ESCALADE STK#L17187  ............$14,990

GET UP TO $3,000 OVER BOOK VALUE FOR YOUR TRADE!GET UP TO $3,000 OVER BOOK VALUE FOR YOUR TRADE!

EVENT LOCATIONEVENT LOCATION
8024 E. MAIN ST., MESA, AZ8024 E. MAIN ST., MESA, AZ

CREDIT ISSUES? FIRST TIME BUYER?CREDIT ISSUES? FIRST TIME BUYER?
*Prices exclude tax, title, license, registration and dealer doc fees

$0
DOWN AND 

DRIVE!

NO  PAYMENTSNO  PAYMENTS
FORFOR
9090

DAYS!DAYS!

100% GUARANTEED100% GUARANTEED
FINANCING AVAILABLE!FINANCING AVAILABLE!

BRING IN THIS AD PLUS:
• 2 most recent Pay Stubs or Proof of SSI/Disability/child support

 • A recent Phone/Cell Phone Bill or Utility Bill • Other Bill with your Name & Address

CALL OR TEXT (623) 300-6762

USED CARS • SERVICE

MESA, AZ
,
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Veteran Owned & Operated • Technicians: Steve, Casey & Tanner

WE OFFER 
MILITARY 

DISCOUNTS

www.stevedickac.com

• New Construction, Mobile Homes, Park Models • Compressor Change-Outs 
• Heat Pumps • Gas Furnaces • Ductless Mini Splits

STEVE DICKSTEVE DICK
A/C & HEATINGA/C & HEATING

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

SAME

DAY

SERVICE

Since 
1985

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Cell (602) 526-0242

Gold Canyon Chapter ES, P.E.O. 
— Philanthropic Educational Orga-
nization — raised more than $4,000 
selling pecans for scholarships to 
support education goals for women.

The Gold Canyon chapter meets 
from September through May with 
the primary goal of raising mon-
ey through various fundraising en-
deavors.

Chapter ES is one of approxi-
mately 6,000 chapters across the 
U.S. and Canada. Since its incep-
tion in 1869, PEO has raised more 

than $430 million in grants, schol-
arships, awards and loans to women 
throughout the U.S. and interna-
tionally.

It also owns and supports Cottey 
College in Nevada, Missouri.

Beyond the state and internation-
al fundraising, Chapter ES also rais-
es funds each year for a local high 
school student to receive a scholar-
ship to attend a college or university 
of their choice.  

For information on PEO, go to 
www.peointernational.org. 

Pictured with an oversized check for $4,031.50 are the top achievers, from left:  Judy Johnson, Lor-
na Merifjeren, Susan Olsen, Janie Moseley, Lauren Collins-Mitchell and Mary Jo Vibber. (Gold Canyon 
PEO)

Gold Canyon PEO Chapter raises $4K 
for scholarships by selling pecans

NEIGHBORS

Annual effort pays off
Celebrate Christmas

�i�� u� a�
G�l� C��y�� U�i�e� Me�ho�is� C��r��

12/13 @3
Concert 

12/24 
@4 or 6 pm
Xmas Eve
Services

with Message,
Candlelight,

Music &
Petting Zoo!

6640 S. Kings 
Ranch Rd.

Gold Canyon, AZ
480-982-3776

GoldCanyonUMC.org
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JAMES TIRE
480-982-7422

Up to 5 quarts. Must 
present coupon at 
time of service

$3695
Plus Tax

LARGE SELECTION OF TIRES IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

1755 W. Apache Tr. • Apache Junction
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR BY CERTIFIED AUTO TECHNICIANS

WE CAN HELP WITH ALL OF YOURWE CAN HELP WITH ALL OF YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR NEEDSAUTOMOTIVE REPAIR NEEDS

SKYLINE HIGH SCHOOL  
PERFORMING ARTS AUDITORIUM 

845 S. Crismon Road / East Mesa  
(one block north of Southern Ave)

NATIONAL TALENT 
1000-Seat 

 State-of-the-Art  Theatre  

 Enjoy the convenience of  
parking just steps from  

the entrance! 
Restaurants blocks away!

Friday, February 27

COLORFUL 
COSTUMES

DANCING QUEEN 
Songs of ABBA



40  December 2025  |  Apache Junction Independent  |  YourValley.net 

Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Announcement

Removal,
Relocation & Sales

Saguaro • Totem Poles • Agave • Yucca • Mexican Fence PostSaguaro • Totem Poles • Agave • Yucca • Mexican Fence Post

480-859-7561480-859-7561
ArizonaCactusExchange.com

Joshua Trees Available!
Specializing in  

Mature Plants & Cactus Senior Discount

Garage Sales

PRESBY
PICKINS’

FLEA MARKET

SSaatt..,,  DDeecc..  66
13001 Fountain Hills
Blvd, Fountain Hills,
Presbyterian Church

parking lot.

58 vendor spots, food
trucks and live music.

Shop, shop, shop!
Toys, collectibles,

household, jewelry, art,
crafts, and more!

More info:
fhpresbyterian.info/

fleamarket.

Building Materials

GRANITE GRANITE 
DELIVEREDDELIVERED

480-330-2256480-330-2256

Wyatt Works  
Trucking WHOLESALE

PRICING

Support Your Small Local Businesses

Jewelry

I Buy Gold and Silver Jewelry 
Broken or not 
Missing Earrings
Class Rings
Sterling Silverware
Gold or Silver
Dental 
Native Jewelry

Jewelry Refiner 

Eric 480-694-2412
jannie3777@gmail.com

$$$$$ WANTED $$$$$

Pets/Supplies

NOW OPEN under NEW Management

10839 E Apache Trail #127
480-219-7665

Grooming • Pet BoArding Coming Soon!
$5 OFF

Call us to make
your appointment

Plumbing Supplies
PLUMBING

Call 24/7  480-497-1110
https://www.goldcanyonplumbing.com/

Go Green
with

Gold Canyon
Plumbing

COPPERTOP PLUMBING DBA GOLD CANYON PLUMBING

HELP HAS ARRIVED!
LIC, Bonded, INS • ROC-269970-K37

WOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATED

GOLD  CANYON 
PLUMBING

GOLD  CANYON 
PLUMBING

GOLD  CANYON 
PLUMBING

Commercial 
CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  LLoott  

FFOORR  RREENNTT
½ Acre Lot Available
$2,000 Month For A

6-Months Lease 
Min. Required

 In Apache Junction
Crossroads 

 Guadelupe & Ironwood
Contact  Karol @

448800--224477--22990077  
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Automobiles
WANTED older cars
1940’s 50’s 60’s 70’s
80’s 90s 2000s Etc.
Running or not. Can tow
non running car. Please
Call or Text me what you
have
480-375-8959 or email
oldcar@usa.com

AC/Heating
● 24 Hour Emergency Service
● Free Estimates on NEW Units
● $89 Service Fee
 (waived with repair)

● Senior Discounts on Repairs
● We Offer Financing

Licensed / Bonded / Insured / ROC 354145

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

602-898-Home (4663)

$39.95 Fall/Winter Checkup
with coupon

www.service1sthvac.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $45
for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

iniusa.org/classifieds • 623.972.6101

Independent Newsmedia
CLASSIFIEDS

Snap Up a Deal 
in the Classifieds

Call or 
go online 

to browse,
buy or 
sell! 

����������������������

Classified doesn’t cost... It Pays!
For information, Call the Independent at

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

GOT STUFF?
DO A GARAGE SALE! 
623-972-6101

Announcement

Garage Sales
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Electrical

LLCLLC

Steven HamiltonSteven Hamilton

Commercial & ResidentialCommercial & Residential
Licensed-Bonded-Insured- ROC#219009 C11Licensed-Bonded-Insured- ROC#219009 C11

New Construction or RemodelsNew Construction or Remodels
Custom Homes & AdditionsCustom Homes & Additions
Tenant ImprovementsTenant Improvements
Trouble Shooting & RepairsTrouble Shooting & Repairs
Service ChangesService Changes
EV Charger InstallsEV Charger Installs

FREE
ESTIMATES!

480-238-5495 shccellc@gmail.com

Custom Creations ElectricCustom Creations Electric

FOR ALL OF YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

ROC - 133603

• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

IF ELECTRIC RUNS TO IT, 
WE CAN DO IT!

ELECTRIC

480-226-8850

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Handyman

CALL PETECALL PETE
Your  Local  HandymanYour  Local  Handyman

480-280-4000480-280-4000

SPECIALIZING IN:   Roof Repair • Baths 
with Ceramic Showers • Laminate Flooring

Very REASONABLE RATES

Handyman

DEPENDABLE & FULLY INSURED 480-628-4512

DDARWINARWIN H HOPKINSOPKINS
HANDYMAN LLC

REPAIR - REPLACE - INSTALL 
•  Water Heaters  •  Plumbing  •  Electrical  •  Ceiling Fans  •  Lighting

• Drywall Repair  •  Door Installation  •  & More

Reliable, Affordable, & 
Local! From Repairs to 
Installs...We Handle It All!

Fast, Friendly 
Service You 
Can Trust

480-232-7689 - Nick480-232-7689 - Nick

Call/Text 
NOW  

for an  
Estimate

Health Care

2080 W. Southern Ave 
Ste A2,
Apache Junction, AZ 85120

REQUEST A
$49 APPOINTMENT

AT 4809826568

Experience the future 
of non-invasive relief

for just

$49

AZ Whole Heart 
Connection, LLC

Professional Mental Health Counseling
Specializing in Trauma and Relationships  

6641 S Kings Ranch Rd., Suite 1, 
Gold Canyon, AZ

(480) 371-5883 
connect@whctherapy.com

www.whctherapy.com

Home Improvement

HONEST 
ESTIMATES

QUALITY 
WORK 

GUARANTEED

We Provide These ServicesWe Provide These Services
• Built- in cabinetry and shelving• Built- in cabinetry and shelving
• Door installation and repair• Door installation and repair
• Custom woodworking• Custom woodworking
• Door and window trim• Door and window trim
• Crown molding• Crown molding
tewabuilds.com

480-332-2187 
info@tewabuilds.com

ROC# 341211ROC# 341211

Improvement

Community Nedley Depression and 
Anxiety Recovery Program™

RECLAIM HOPE —
RECOVERY IS FOR YOU

ATTEND A FREE INTRODUCTORY SESSION.
Saturday, Dec. 20th, 2025 at 9:30 AM

1650 S. Ironwood Dr., Apache Junction, AZ

Text Duane 480-276-1689 RSVP
www.nedleyhealth.com

Landscaping
Services:
 • Tree Trimming
 • Stump Grinding
 • Tree Removal
 • Wood Chipper
 • Tractor Work Available
 • Yard Maintenance
 • Yard Clean ups
 • Pavers

Jose R. Cortez  
Landscaping / Tree Trimming

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATESESTIMATES

 480-232-2095Please call
or text -

JOSE R CORTEZJOSE R CORTEZ
LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

Electrical

Health Care

Handyman

FREE
ESTIMATES

D&D’sD&D’s
LANDSCAPING SERVICE

• Tree Trimming & Removal
• Complete Yard Clean Up

Licensed • Insured480-432-7050 • 480-306-3253480-432-7050 • 480-306-3253

Call Today for a  
Cleaner Tomorrow!

Landscaping

Landscaping

FAMILY TREE  FAMILY TREE  
TRIMMING LLCTRIMMING LLC

“It’s Not Just Tree 
Trimming, It’s FAMILY 

TREE TRIMMING”

familytreellc.landscape@gmail.com

We Trim or  
Remove Anything!
No Tree Too BIG 
or SMALL!

GOT a
TREE?

CALL ME!

Cody Graham 480-340-7907

 

 
  

  

2024

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER

Advertise in our Business
and Service directory and
connect with  thousands
of potential customers!

Call 623-972-6101 for details today.
iniusa.org/classifieds

Gutters

Advertise 
Today
Call 

623-445-2700

Ge
t R

es
ul

ts
Ge

t R
es

ult
s

Advertise
Today!
Call

623-972-6101
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Massage

FORWARD BOUND
MASSAGE THERAPY

Adam DeBrosse
fwdbound.abmp.com

949.209.7965

Painting
PAINTING

CRAIG ALLEN PAINTING
Exterior/Interior
Drywall Repairs
Epoxy Floors

Owner Operated
Licensed-Bonded-Insured-ROC #330199

480-221-7375

Free 
No Pressure
Estimate!

ALL MAJOR 
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CRAIG ALLEN PAINTINGCRAIG ALLEN PAINTING

480-221-7375480-221-7375
Plumbing

Locally Owned & Operated
Licensed-Bonded-Insured

• DRAIN CLEANING 
• WATER HEATERS
 AND SOFTENERS
• TOILETS   • FAUCETS
• GARBAGE DISPOSALS 
• AND MORE

24/7

PLUMBING

• GARBAGE DISPOSALS • GARBAGE DISPOSALS 

No Job 
too 

SMALL!

480-401-8334  480PlumbingAZ.com
Call Tom

 

 
  

  

2022

YourValley.net

WINNER
WEST VALLEY

FAVORITES

PLUMBING SERVICES

WE ARE A FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING COMPANY
SPECIALIZE IN WATER & SEWER LINE REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

• Drain & Sewer  • Water Leaks  • Hydro Jetting
• Camera Inspections  • And More

rescuemyplumbing.com
LOCALLY OWNED
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
ROC# 333354480.286.5372 

Remodeling

(480) 232-6017 studmanak47@aol.com

• Bath & Kitchen Remodel• Bath & Kitchen Remodel
• Painting •  Plumbing • Doors • Painting •  Plumbing • Doors 

• Dry Wall & Stucco Repair  • Dry Wall & Stucco Repair  
•  Cabinets • Electric  •  Cabinets • Electric  

• Roofing •  Handyman Service• Roofing •  Handyman Service
LOCAL RESIDENT • ROC #289321 and ROC #289320LOCAL RESIDENT • ROC #289321 and ROC #289320

Remodeling

Fast 24 hour response!
480-430-7737 Cell

AAAFinishers@live.com Email

Since 
1978

aaaActionContractingInc.com
LIC/BONDED/INSURED | Residential | Commercial | ROC#218802

Drywall & Stucco Repairs
Bath & Kitchen Remodels • Cabinets

Remodeling • Painting • Plumbing • Electrical
Doors & Windows  • Roofing • Tenant Improvements

Water & Fire Damage Restoration

Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Plumbing Roofing

Roofi ng Specialist
No job too big or small

Senior discounts available

ROC # 305771
Licensed Bonded Insured

480-518-3246

ANGLER
CONSTRUCTION

  Catching Your Attention with Quality and Service
No job too big or small

Senior discounts available
ROC # 305771 

Licensed Bonded Insured

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE

FREE 
ESTIMATES

480-518-3246

 

 
  

  

2022

WINNER
EAST VALLEY

FAVORITES

YourValley.net

ROOFING

Weatherproof  LLCWeatherproof  LLC
((800800)) 230-5341   230-5341  ((480480)) 823-1138 823-1138

New Roofs-Roofing Repair New Roofs-Roofing Repair 
Shingle, Tile, Flat & Foam RoofsShingle, Tile, Flat & Foam Roofs
Turbine Vent ReplacementTurbine Vent Replacement
Exterior House PantingExterior House Panting

We Fix Roof Leaks!
ROC #317976 ROC #317977ROC #317976 ROC #317977

SeniorSenior
DiscountsDiscounts

Family OwnedFamily Owned
& Operated& Operated

Free Evaluation

Roofing

Spa Services

HAIR SERVICES or MASSAGE

A Bit of Bliss Day SpaA Bit of Bliss Day SpaA Bit of Bliss Day SpaA Bit of Bliss Day Spa
1000 W. Apache Trail #109, Apache 1000 W. Apache Trail #109, Apache Junction, AZJunction, AZ

480-474-9107480-474-9107    bitofbliss.combitofbliss.com

Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/25

Massage, Facials, Pedicures, Hair Cuts & Color, & MoreMassage, Facials, Pedicures, Hair Cuts & Color, & More

$$1010OFFOFF
20%20%OFFOFF
First MassageFirst Massage

Any HairAny Hair
ServiceService

-OR-

TRANSPORTATION

Airport TransportationAirport Transportation

480-707-1393 480-707-1393 •• www.dartaz.com www.dartaz.com

Affordable
&

Dependable!

DESIGN A RIDE TRANSPORTATION
• • Direct Personal Ride

• • Door to Door Service on YOUR Schedule
• •  No Stops • •  No Waiting •• Insured

Transportation

Transportation

Plumbing

Get the best of both worlds,
in print and online, all in your local newspaper!

   To Place a Classified Ad  Call 623-972-6101, Email iniclassads@iniusa.org
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds

iniusa.org/classifieds
Independent Newsmedia
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Discover the Ultimate Senior Health & Lifestyle Expo!
Your Gateway to Wellness and Fun

Central Arizona College
805 S. Idaho Rd., Apache Junction, AZ 85119

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

• Explore the most thrilling and extensive selection of products and services
• Connect with local and national vendors
• Access essential health screenings
• Enjoy free samples & giveaways
• Enter exciting door prize drawings
• Plus, many more surprises

Apache Junction

COME JOIN THE FUN!

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 7, 2026
9:00AM - NOON

Free Admission & Free Parking

INDEPENDENT
ApAche Junction/Gold cAnyon
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HUGE SALE!      NEW
 FLOORING

VINYL PLANK     TILE     CARPET     LAM
INATE   
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INSTALLATION
HALFPRICE
SALE

All flooring
types!

up to

NO
INTEREST

60
MONTHS

DADDYFLOOR
SEXY FLOORING AFFORDABLE PRICES QUALITY INSTALL

35$

ROOM SALE*

VINYL PLANK    LAMINATE    WOOD    TILE    CARPETVINYL PLANK    LAMINATE    WOOD    TILE    CARPET

Lifetime Labor Warranty*

Worry Free Guarantee*
(You break it, we fix it, within 1 yr)

Wholesale Pricingto the Public!

   
  C

AR
PE

T

SALESALE

DADDY

F R E E  A I R  D U C T  C L E A N I N G
with qualified Flooring Purchase*

(602) 691-4610
Call today for a FREE in-home consultation.

www.FloorDaddy.com

call or text

SELECT STYLES & PRODUCTS*

ROC 352055

Licensed bonded and insured.

Must present a coupon or ad at the time of initial appointment. Offers are first appointment incentives only and only good if both
decision-makers are present. Cannot combine offers. $35 room sale, must buy the largest room at regular price, each additional room,
$35 for product only. Must pay for labor. 12x15 is min size to be included. Rooms greater in size or using upgraded flooring will add
additional costs. Does not include stairs or rip up. Financing is based on approved credit. $5,500 min purchase for free air duct cleaning.

SAVE ADDITIONAL

750750OFF*$

FlooringFlooring
OFFER
CODE
0383

ChristmasChristmas

PET & CHILD PROOF FLOORINGPET & CHILD PROOF FLOORING
Scratch & Stain resistant*
Waterproof f�ooring*Waterproof flooring*

FREE in-ho�e shoppingFREE in-home shopping

Senior Citizens, First Responders, Te���ers, Mi�i

Gov G���add’ 10% OFF!*

Senior Citizens, First Responders, Teachers, Military

Gov GET add’ 10% OFF!*

Lifetime Labor Warranty*

Wholesale Pricingto the Public!INSTALLATION
All flooringAll flooring
types!types!All flooring
types!All flooring

up to

NO
INTEREST

60up to60up to

MONTHS

Senior Citizens, First Responders, Teachers, Military
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