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approval
bucks recent
Deer Valley
election trends

Having already faced 50+
staff cuts with full-day
kindergarten at risk, district
moves forward

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Voters within the Deer Val-
ley Unified School District have
forged a new path to financially
support schools.

After two consecutive Novem-
bers of the electorate turning away
ballot initiatives to extend the
maintenance and operations bud-
get override, final unofficial elec-
tion results this time around show
voters approving the measure.

Two vyears ago the measure
failed by a 55% to 45% margin.
One year ago the gap closed to a

® See DVUSD on page 10

HOLIDAY SHOPPING

Shoppers mill about on the second floor of Arrbwhead Towne Center in Glendale on ov. 12. (Independent Newsmedia/Philip Haldiman)

Arrowhead area presents
something new for
Black Friday
By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Spencer’s TV and Appliance
Arrowhead Store Manager Patrick

Gleason said he still finds the no-
tion of the locally-based retailer as
a Black Friday destination a bit odd.
The retailer sells TVs and mat-
tresses as well but both are niches
supporting the bread and butter of
the appliances. Gleason said 90-
91% of his Bell Road store’s sales
dollars come from appliances.

“I’'ve never thought of an ap-
pliance store being a Black Friday
store because people are buying
Christmas presents. But we have
just blown up,” Gleason said. “It’s
no longer Black Friday. It’s Black
November, with Black Friday pric-

® See Shopping on page 14
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Council debates allowing
residents more code
violation complaints

For the rest of this year, Glendale
will not change its policy limiting
residents to two reports of code
violations in their neighborhood per
week.

Consensus, however, is building
to once again allow up to five code
violation complaints a week per
resident in the city’s GlendaleOne
app/portal.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/3ey3srjf

Stage Left theater exits
Glendale for Peoria

Practically a year to the day
Stage Left Productions arrived in
Glendale, the left the city for Peoria
because of a zoning-related fee.

On Oct. 26, the run of “Rosen-
crantz & Guildenstern Are Dead”
wrapped at 5930 W. Greenway
Road, Suite 1A, Glendale. On Oct.
27, Artistic Director Cody Dull and
his partner, Stage Left President
Rodney Rickard, were taking what
set decorations, chairs and furniture
they could into storage.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/2f7ubyvé6

Cascalote affordable
housing for seniors blooms

The Cascalote community
opened at 4910 W. Glenn Drive
in August. Many residents of this
148-unit apartments for seniors age
62 and older took part in its grand
opening festivities Oct. 22.

This $61 million project also
marked the return to the Valley of
Mercy Housing, which had not
developed a community in Arizona
in 13 years.

Read more: https://tinyurl.
com/58s84cnn

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale is recalcutating and
searching for funding sources for
renovating its operations campus
after voters sent a $35 million bond
proposal for the campus down to
defeat by a slim margin Nov. 4.

Final unofficial vote totals re-
leased by Maricopa County Nov. 8,
show Glendale’s bond question fail-
ing by a mere 12 votes, with 12,652
against (50.02%) and 12,640
(49.98%) for it. On election night,
the “no” votes led by nearly 300.

The Glendale City Council de-
clared the canvass of votes official at
a special meeting Nov. 14.

“The city will look at alterna-
tive funding sources as part of the
10-year capital improvement plan,
which will be presented for con-
sideration in the spring of 2026,”
Assistant City Manager Vicki Rios
stated in a text Nov. 17.

The proposed project was envi-
sioned to cost $39.6 million. Some
of that cost would not be funded by
bonds or it will be paid back by city
enterprise funds.

The operations bond question
was all about the city facilities near
62nd Avenue and Orangewood
Drive, just south of Grand Avenue.

A new police evidence storage
facility opened Sept. 24 at the site.
Now most of the other buildings at
the site need to be revamped or de-
molished.

Glendale’s fleet — police cars,
fire vehicles, trash pickup trucks
and the like — is maintained here.
The operations campus stores ware-
house equipment. Glendale has ran
out of space on the campus.

The former home of Spring City
on this campus was converted into
a storage facility, but it leaks and

Glendale residents walk into and exit the Foothills Reéreation and Aquatic Center the morning of Nov.
4, some of them dropping off their election ballots. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

needs to be demolished.

Some of the buildings at the op-
erations campus still have swamp
coolers instead of air conditioning.
Operations campus bond funds in-
clude language can only use for
things related to the campus.

That bond question focused on
upgrading operations facilities that
support city infrastructure mainte-
nance.

Bond question 1 passed comfort-
ably. It dealt with flood control and
water retention and is for $30 mil-
lion.

Final results showed 14,056 votes
(53.32%) in favor of this question
and 12,308 votes (46.68%) against
1t.

“The surprise was the number of
people who voted on question 1 —
either yes or no — but did not vote
on question 2. There were 1,072
people who didn’t vote on question
2,” Rios stated.

The last update revised voter
turnout in Glendale to 22.82%.

It is the second city bond pro-
posal targeted at specific areas. In

2023, Glendale voters passed an
$82 million public safety bond and
a $78 million street improvements
bond, both by fairly large margins.

Glendale’s original bond discus-
sions beginning in January were for
a much larger package in four areas,
including $65 million for parks and
recreation upgrades and $50 million
for library renovations.

Survey results caused city staff
and council members to agree to re-
move the parks and library proejcts
from the bond.

Bond projects, if approved by
voters, come with a strict time lim-
it. All bond money must be spent
within three years of issue date to
avoid arbitrage, Rios said in Sep-
tember.

For the flood control projects,
Glendale would receive matching
funds from the Maricopa County
Flood Control District.

Glendale listed five flood con-
trol projects, the largest planned
on Bethany Home Road from 43rd
to 51st avenue, estimated to cost
$13.6 million.
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Pilates studio opens in Village at Arrowhead

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Glendale Planning Commission
approved conditional-use permits for
two new fitness-related businesses in
opposite areas of town on Oct. 23.

Reformed Pilates received its condi-
tional-use permit and opened its new-
est location at 20028 N. 67th Ave., just
south of Loop 101, in October.

It is in the Village at Arrowhead
shopping center, two suites south of
AJ’s Fine Foods.

“At any time there will be anywhere
between five to 10 employees on site,”
planner Joseline Castaneda said during
the commission meeting.

Reformed Pilates will be open 6
a.m.-7:30 p.m. daily.

The lone response from the public to
the permit application was in support of
the Pilates studio.
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Reformed Pllates opened earlier in October at
20028 N. 67th Ave. in Glendale. (City of Glendale)

Planners also unanimously approved
another conditional-use permit appli-
cation that night, for a fitness center for
2KnuckleSports MMA & Fitness.

The gym is on 2.2 acres north of Ol-
ive Avenue and west of 43rd Avenue. It
is in a commercial shopping center, Ol-
ive Crossing.

This 4,800-square-foot gym will

offer instruction for karate, jiu jujitsu,
Muay Thai and boxing.

It will be open 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and 3-9
p.m. Monday-Friday and 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Saturdays. The gym is closed on Sun-
days.

“Neither staff nor the applicant re-
ceived any communication based on
this application letter,” Glendale Senior
Planner Alex Lerma said.

Glendale staff found no issues with
the application.

Both conditional-use permits do not
require approval from the City Council.

“I am one of the principal owners
of that shopping center. I've owned
four shopping centers within the city of
Glendale and every single center I have
owned, I always wanted it to be better
when I sold it. Olive Crossing is a cen-
ter I'm very concerned with. That’s the
reason I'm here,” said Martin Kornblu-

USS

th of Scottsdale.

At its brief Nov. 13 meeting, the
commission denied a request for a retail
smoke and vape shop called S Smoke n
Snacks at 13810 N. 51st Ave. Commis-
sioner Bryan Hooper was absent, and
commissioners Vern Crow, John Crow
and Sergio Arellano voted against the
permit, while commissioners Ed Ny-
berg, John Geurs and Tom Cole voted
for it.

The 3-3 deadlock means the mea-
sure fails.

Another retail smoke and vape shop
previously operated in this store.

“This is essentially a change of own-
ership where the applicant was actually
the previous proprietor of that previous
smoke and vape show in that tenant
space. A new party is coming in to be
the entrepreneur of a tobacco shop,”
Senior Planner Phil Martinez said.

DOOR SHO LiftMaste

A AR AR A ROO
W
OPERA ONAL DOORS & OP RS ON D PLA ar
| Lif , Model 81600-7 DC | | 16 X 7 Garage Doors R A A *
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arage Door Opener $1899 Plus tax. q al al Dlele )
NOW $ Plus Tax & Includes removing existing door b ghte ge be andZor adju
‘ ONLY! 449 Installation & reconnecting existing opener. e A or Al
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offers. Prices subject to change after 12/31/25. offers. Prices subject to change after 12/31/25. 0[S O PO ale PDE 0
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Retirement Living, Reimagined

Discover an independent lifestyle that elevates senior living
with unparalleled choice! With a wide range of floorplans to
choose from, you can customize your living space to suit your
personal preferences. Plus, with our Signature Freedom
Dining program, your choice also extends to the plate.
We believe that the dream retirement lifestyle is different
for everybody, which is why our lifestyle is tailored to you.

All-Inclusive Amenities

* Live-In Managers! n ! \
¢ Month-to-Month Rent

¢ Signature Freedom Dining Program Y
¢ 3 Fresh Chef-Prepared Meals Daily 5\
¢ 24-Hour Concierge & Valet Services

¢ 24-Hour Emergency Alert System

¢ Weekly Housekeeping Q 0dc
¢ Robust Social Calendar /1 Q ' /

¢ And Many More!

20025 N. 81st Ave. ¢ Peoria, AZ85382 ¢ ArrowheadValleyRetirement.com = n
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BUSINESS MOVES
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©®La-Z-Boy Incorporated, the

American furniture brand, opened its
newest distribution center in Glen-
dale. The facility spans approxi-
mately 225,000 square feet and em-
ploys 30 team members. Located
at 17000 W. Glendale Ave., Suite
D100, the new Glendale Distribu-

. tion Center will serve as a key logis-
| tics hub, streamlining product stor-

age, order fulfillment, and delivery

. operations.

@O Pickleman’s Gourmet Café
opened Nov. 20 on the second level
of Arrowhead Towne Center, at 7700

W. Arrowhead Towne Center Drive,
near the food court.

© At the beginning of this year, Play
and Bloom Speech Services opened
at 11851 N. 51st Ave., Suite C-140.
It offer pediatric speech and language
pathology services.

OBlack Cadillac Salon and Bar-
ber opened in late May as part of The
Beauty Studios in Glendale. It is at
7155 W. Campo Bello Drive, Suite 18.

COMING SOON

© Frederick Fisher Jewelers an-
nounced it plans to open soon in the
northern end of the city at 23423 N.
67th Ave.

REMODELING

© Babbo Italian Eatery recently ex-
panded its original Arrowhead location
at 20211 N. 67th Ave B3, Glendale.
The restaurant opened in 2002. Babbo
opened as a 22-seat, bring-your-own-
bottle neighborhood eatery and has
evolved into a 5,000-square-foot restau-
rant featuring a private dining room, ex-
panded bar, wine wall, updated patio
and the debut of a new To-Go Market.
Its grand opening celebration was Nov.
13, to coincide with Pancreatic Cancer
Awareness Month.

GROUNDBREAKING

Photo courtesy NCG Hospitality

@ONCG Hospitality, a national hotel
ownership, development and opera-
tions company, officially broke ground
on Moxy Glendale in early November.
This new five-story, 153-room hotel at
the northwest corner of 95th Avenue
and Maryland Avenue joins NCG Hos-
pitality’s existing three-hotel Glendale
campus and is slated to open in summer
2027.
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TRUSTED GUIDANCE
FOR YOUR NEXT CHAPTER

LIVING TRUSTS & WILLS « POWER OF ATTORNEY FORMS
HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES ¢ DEEDS & BENEFICIARY DEEDS

Retirement Income Planning ¢ Insurance & Annuities
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{GAMEDAY }

Ny MEN’S HEALTH &

" BLACK FRIDAY

AT GAMEDAY MEN’S HEALTH

Financial Security Group

25 Years of
Your Security,
Your Peace of Mind

Call Today For Your Free Consultation

623 l — 2 2 Located At 99th Ave & Bell Road
No legal advice given - Not a law firm

1 YEAR OF VITAMINS

AT OUR BEST PRICE EVER

VITAMIN B12:
MIC / B12:
GLUTATHIONE:

ARIZONA OWNED & OPERATEDH™ ="

WE
ACCEPT
MEDICARE

PHOENIX 926 E McDowell Road, Suite 121
Phoenix, AZ 85006

FOOt & Ankle GLENDALE 18301 N 79th Ave. Bldg F #168

Glendale, AZ 85308

SpeCialiStS Of SUN CITY WEST 13949 W Meeker Blvd. Ste. B

. Sun City West, AZ 85375
A]"l 7Z0ona SUN CITY 10615 W Thunderbird Blvd. #C150
Sun City, AZ 85351

OUR SERVICES
S8 J @ K

LOW TESTOSTERONE PEPTIDES AND E.D. AND SEXUAL MEDICAL JOINT + MUSCLE
TREATMENTS VITAMIN THERAPY ENHANCEMENT WEIGHT LOSS PAIN RELIEF

DESERT HILLS: 3120 W Carefree Hwy. Suite B15 | (480)-637-2434
ARROWHEAD RANCH: 18555 N 79" Ave. Ste D107 / (602)-641-6656

A Sole Horizon Podiatry Partner

T:623.544.9090 | footandanklearizona.com
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Established since 2010

Looking for a NEW Breakfast
spol, in the Arrowhead area?

We have a FulliBreakfast Menu including Skillets,
Eggs Benedict, Praline French Toast,

_ Breakfast Burritos and much more.
B_ela_gt_iful setting overlooking the Vistas Golf Course in Westbrook Village.

BUY ONE BREAKFAST
GET ONE FREE! |

Mon-Fri Only 8am- 11am
November 15'"- December 15|

No schools
throughout the
district received
TaVy .

a ‘D’ rating
By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Arizona State Board of Edu-
cation released school letter grades for
the 2024-25 school year.

Deer Valley Unified School Dis-
trict — a district with 42 schools span-
ning almost 400 square miles across
Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria, Anthem,
New River, Cave Creek, and unincor-
porated areas of Maricopa County —
jumped to having 93% of all schools

rated with either A or B scores.
The district received an overall

\ ‘vf:.;f..Wmner for: ébo
" Best Famlly Re
and Gat er:

Mon - Sat 8: 00 am- 8 00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

WEST VALLEY
FAVORITES

www.TheLinksGrill.com
18823 N Country Club Pkwy « Peoria

Legend Springs Elementary School, at 21150 N. Arrowhead Loop Road, in Glendale, hosts summer
programming for students on July 17, 2025. (Independent Newsmedia/Steve Stockmar)

How Deer Valley Unified
fared in statewide letter

grades report

A rating, and has no schools that re-
ceived a D.

Mirage Elementary (K-6), at 3910
W. Grovers, in Glendale, in particular,
moved up to a B rating this year under
Principal Bobbi Cerro. Mirage had
been close to a D rating when Cerro
arrived on campus and has steadily
worked its way up.

Also, all five Deer Valley Unified
high schools maintained their A rat-
ing. Barry Goldwater specifically was
named the first Model PLC (Profes-
sional Learning Community) High
School in all of Arizona.

State statute requires the Arizo-
na Department of Education, subject
to final adoption by the State Board
of Education, develop an annual
achievement profile for every pub-
lic school in the state based on an A
through F scale.

® See Grades on page 9



Grades
® Lrom page 8

The process evaluates key mea-
sures, including student proficiency
on statewide assessments, academic
growth from year to year, graduation
rates (at the high school level), and
readiness indicators such as college
and career preparation. State schools
earn points in each area, and those
points combine to determine the over-
all letter grade for each school.

“This collaborative approach allows
us to identify what’s working, address
areas for improvement, and ensure ev-
ery student receives the support they
need,” the district notes on its website.
“That ongoing cycle of reflection and
teamwork in our district helps drive
both stronger student outcomes and
continued improvement in our letter
grades year after year.”

All nine high schools in the Glen-
dale Union High School District
earned an A rating.

YourValley.net | Glendale Independent | November/December 2025

INSIDE THE NUMBERS

Arizona has 2,431 public schools that are comprised of 1,572 district schools, 572 charter schools, and 287 Career and Tech-
nical Education (CTED) school sites.

There are 661 districts in Arizona that are comprised of 236 traditional districts and 425 charter districts.
SOURCE: Arizona Department of Education

WHAT DOES EACH LETTER GRADE MEAN?

A (Excellent): Distinguished performance on the statewide assessment, significant student growth, high four-year gradua-
tion rates, students on track to proficiency; overall performance is significantly higher than state average.

B (Highly Performing): High performance on statewide assessment and/or significant student growth and/or higher four-
year graduation rates and/or moving students to proficiency at a higher rate than the state average.

C (Performing): Adequate performance but needs improvement on some indicators, such as proficiency, growth or gradua-
tion rate.

D (Minimally Performing): Inadequate performance in proficiency, growth and/or four-year graduation rate relative to the
state average.

F (Failing): Systematic failures in proficiency, growth and graduation rates (below 67%); performance is in bottom 5% of the
state

SOURCE: Arizona State Board of Education

This holiday favorite
is iconic for a reason!

Arizona Broadway Theatre ushers in the holiday
season with A Christmas Story The Musical.

NOVEMBER 14 THRrOUGH
DECEMBER 28, 2025

We triple dog dare ya to get your tickets today!

ARIZONA

BROADWAY

~ THEATRE

azbroadway.org | 623.776.8400 25/26

7701 W. Paradise Lane | Peoria, AZ85382 S E A S ON
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DVUSD

® From page 1

53% to 47% defeat.

The result this time shows the “yes”
votes with an unofficial winning mar-
gin of just 1,512 votes out of more than
50,000 cast.

Maricopa County Elections show a
local voter turnout for the Deer Valley
Unified off-year election ballot of just
29%, although that’s slightly better
than the county’s average voter turnout
of almost 27%. The school district was
asking voters for a continuation of the
existing 15% M&O budget override,
which provides for the district’s oper-
ating resources, including staff salaries.
Voters can authorize the district to ex-
ceed the amount of the budget other-
wise allowed by the state by 15%.

The override was first approved by
voters in 1991. The current override
was reauthorized in 2019, but with its
seven-year lifespan approaching, fiscal
year 2025 was the last year of its full
funding.

In anticipation of sunsetting money,
the district had trimmed $11 million
from its 2025-26 budget, which result-
ed in 51 staff positions being cut. While
the new authorization won’t result in
new money injected into the district,
the M&O override will now likely pre-
vent drastic staff cuts next year. Also,
had the measure failed, the district

Legend Springs Ele-
mentary School, at
i 21150 N. Arrowhead
Loop Road, in Glen-
& dale, hosts summer
programming for
students on July
17,2025. Voters in
November passed a
15% M&O override
ballot question for
Deer Valley Unified
School District.
(Independent
Newsmedia/Steve
Stockmar)

would have been faced with ending its
full-day kindergarten programming as
soon as next school year.

The override authorized by this
election will be funded from a levy of
taxes on the taxable property within
the school district and will be in effect
for seven years.

Overrides around Maricopa County
generally had a good night on Election
Night in November.

Of 15 school districts, including
Deer Valley Unified, to put an M&O
override on the ballot, 11 passed.

Bond sale questions for school dis-
tricts, meanwhile, didn’t fare as well.

Bonds are sold to investors who are
repaid with interest over time from
property tax collections, generally be-
tween 10 and 25 years. The approved
Deer Valley Unified 2019 bond led to
the construction of Inspiration Moun-
tain School and Union Park School,
plus improvements at all five high
schools, for instance.

But while Deer Valley Unified didn’t
put a bond question to the voters this
time around, 10 other county school
districts did put bonds on the ballot,
with six of those measures failing.

With 42 schools and nearly 3,600
employees serving almost 34,000 stu-
dents in Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria,
Anthem, New River, Cave Creek, and
unincorporated Maricopa County,
Deer Valley Unified is one of the largest
school districts in Arizona.
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Now Open!

EET THE AREA’S NEWEST DENTIST, Dr. Brady ¥ 4"

l \ / I Garrett and his team at The Grove Family Dental.

- Every patient is treated like family here. Dr. Brad

W & Garrett brings advanced training .
THE GROVE and a passion for modern dentistry. g
PAMUERERTY From kids to adults, we're here to

GRAND make every visit gentle, comfortable,
and stress-free. No corporate feel;

just real relationships, modern
dentistry, and a reason to smile.

Sign up for our
in-house plan. Call for details for a great
savings plus get 30% OFF treatment.

$500 OFF FREE $69 Find your academic path with hundreds of course offerings

taught by expert faculty.
Clear Correct Teeth Exam and X-Rays
Orthodontics or any Whitening with Non-invasive

Cosmetic Procedure* for Life Cleaning GLENDALE
*$3,000 or more e 310 Savings
& N = % COMMUNITY COLLEGE

A MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Discover an amazing, rewarding, and affordable experience

at Glendale Community College.

Learn more at gccaz.edu

CALL - COMPARE = SAVE! - CALL - COMPARE = SAVE! - CALL - COMPARE = SAVE!
At Ideal we don't just quote a price, we also provide advice for know exposures . We do the shopping for you.

“Ask Today for

$ Your Complimentary
Analysis Review of

mm All Your Insurance Policies
m:am (85 Dreage of Performance

INSURANCE AGENCY [

Serving the West Valley since 1983 » www.idealins.com [=]

DAVE MITCHELL SARAH MITCHELL

CPCU (CHARTERED PROPERTY CASUALTY UNDERWRITER) GLENDALE OFF]CE Prefe rred Bro ker for:
(CERTIFIED INSURANCE COUNSELOR) MANAGER .

AIC, MBA, MAHR, SHRMSCP sarah@idealins.com Auto Owners = Safeco = Liberty Mutual

dave@idealins.com 7121 W. Bell Rd. Ste. 210 Nationwide « West Bend - Hartford - Met-Life

glih‘évallze}i;gbgt:é 210 Glendale, AZ 85308 Travelers - CNA - Progressive = Foremost

602_9’38_7579 602-938-7579 GEICO - National General
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, [ will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues. Visit
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take
the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate
or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on ci-
vility. Please include your name and
phone number, so we can contact
you for clarification or confirmation.
‘We welcome your photo. All opin-
ions must be no more than 300 words.

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar
month. Two submissions in the same
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibili-
ty of the person who submitted it.

SpeakUp

‘We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

‘We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide
variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines. |
|

Donation delights Glendale
animal shelter volunteer

It was heartening to read of Sun
Canyon Bank’s generosity (No-Kkill
animal shelter relies on resident
donations) — but especially which
organization was their beneficiary.

As a volunteer with Sun Valley
Animal Shelter, I was delighted to
find an informative article about the
worthy service they provide, even
amid financial challenges.

Visiting with the dogs at SVAS
several times a week, I can attest that
this relatively small shelter manages
to use their donation-only funding to
offer an extremely nurturing envi-
ronment to all the dogs and cats they
take into their care.

Sun Valley Animal Shelter in
Glendale may not be the largest
or most well-known shelter in the
Valley, but rest assured that they
are continually working hard, and
lovingly, to place pets into carefully
matched forever homes.

They are definitely worthy of
donations of time, money and/or
physical items.

Robin Kilrain
SUN CITY WEST

Public interest must come
before private gain in CD8

When public officials control the
flow of federal dollars, they also carry
the responsibility to protect the pub-

LETTERS TO THE NEWSROOM

lic interest above private gain. That’s
what makes recent defense-related
moves in Arizona’s 8th Congressio-
nal District worth a closer look.

Rep. Abe Hamadeh recently met
with representatives of the Israeli
Defense Force to discuss “research
and development.”

f\ Only a few months
3

ago, Hamadeh insert-
g ‘ﬁg}ﬁﬂ-a ed language into the

National Defense Au-
thorization Act tasking
Peoria Mayor Jason
Beck’s company, TYR
Tactical, with produc-
ing a research report on next-genera-
tion body armor for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense. Beck had visited
Hamadeh in Washington shortly
before that language appeared.

TYR Tactical already holds major
federal contracts supplying gear to
the military and law enforcement.
Beck is also Peoria’s mayor, which
means he holds both public pow-
er and private interest in the same
hand. None of that is illegal on its
face, but the appearance of a conflict
matters.

Taxpayers deserve to know
whether congressional influence is
being used to advance personal gain.
Were any companies discussed in
Hamadeh’s IDF meeting? What
oversight exists when a member of
Congress promotes legislation that
could benefit a friend’s business?
Has Mayor Beck ever formally
recused himself from related city or
federal matters?

These are reasonable, civic
questions — not accusations. Qur
community deserves transparency
from both men. Public trust depends
on knowing that decisions about de-
fense spending and federal research

Brett Peak

are guided by service to the district,
not by personal or political connec-
tions.

In a democracy, sunlight isn’t
optional — it’s the guarantee that
power still serves the people.

Brett Peak
PHOENIX

Editor’s note: Brent Peak is the co-
chair of the progressive grassroots group,
Northwest Valley Indivisible.

Families have resources for
food, essentials

As holiday lights begin to glow
across Arizona neighborhoods, many
families are preparing to celebrate.
Yet countless others are stretching
grocery budgets, watching pantry
staples run low and deciding which
essentials will have to wait.

With everyday costs rising and
programs like the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program disrupt-
ed, many families may be seeking
help for the first time this winter. So
where can they turn?

Locate food in your community
The Arizona Food Bank Network,
azfoodbanks.org/in-this-together,
connects individu-
als and families with
food banks, pantries,
community centers
and meal programs
statewide. Using the
directory and holiday
distribution calendar,
families can locate
nearby sites, mobile distributions and
seasonal meal boxes. They also can

Kelly McGowan

+ See Letters on page 13
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| FROM THE CEO_
Enjoy Thanksgiving as you navigate ‘sus’ comments during family dinner

Happy Thanksgiving to our val-
ued readers who make it worth-
while to publish community digital
and print publications.

We appreciate your enduring
support during this holiday season.

If you're like me and you have
teenagers, you may often wonder
how the modern language keeps
shifting into shortened words, or
lingo that doesn’t quite make sense.

I'm still trying to understand the
phenomenon of 6-7, and why my
teenagers and/or their friends try to
bait me to say it. And, not so sur-
prisingly, it made word of the year,
and an NFL football commercial.
Huh?

Moving on, [ recently learned fire
now means it’s cool, and crashed

out doesn’t mean passing out on
the couch. Apparently, it means
he’s mad or frustrated
about something.

I asked AI what
the rest of the popu-
lar slang words are in
2025 that teenagers
and young adults use.
Here’s the Al quick

Charlene Bisson

hits:

Bussin’: Describes something as
really good or amazing.

No cap: Means “no lie” or
real.”

Ate that: Used to praise some-
one for doing a great job, especially
in a performance or presentation.

Sus: Short for suspicious.

Rizz: Short for charisma, a term

“for

used to describe someone’s charm
or skill in romantic situations.

Bet: Used to show agreement or
confirmation.

Iykyk: An acronym for
know, you know.”

It’s giving: Used to describe the
vibe or energy something is exud-
ing (e.g., “It’s giving 80s”).

Drip: Refers to someone’s great
style or fashionable outfit.

Bae: An abbreviation for “be-
fore anyone else” or baby, used to
refer to a romantic partner or close
friend.

Cap: Means “lie” or “false” (the
opposite of “no cap”).

Glow-up: A significant improve-
ment in someone’s appearance or
confidence.

“if you

Mid: Describes something that
is mediocre or unimpressive.

Big yikes: An expression of em-
barrassment or secondhand cringe.

Touch grass: An insult telling
someone to go outside and be more
in touch with reality.

Delulu: Short for delusional,
used to describe someone with un-
realistic expectations.

I’'ve heard about half of the
above, but not as much as late as
6-7, which is the 2025 Word of the
Year from Dictionary.com.

Best wishes during the Thanks-
giving holiday.

P.S. If you’d like to share your
thoughts on slang language that’s
not inappropriate, please email me
at cbisson@iniusa.org.

Letters
¢ From page 12

call the Hunger Hotline at 602-528-
3434,

Get help with SNAP

Wildfire, wildfireaz.org/find-
help/snap, offers free enrollment
assistance for SNAP, including
guidance via the Arizona Self Help
screening tool, which helps families
check eligibility and determine

next steps.

Access WIC nutrition support
Women, Infants and Children
program, azdhs.gov/

prevention/azwic,
provides monthly nu-

‘: tritious foods, breast-
feeding support and
referrals for pregnant

AprilBadham  individuals, caregivers

and children under 5.
Many appointments can be com-
pleted by phone, reducing transpor-

tation barriers.

Receive free diapers

Wildfire partners with communi-
ty action agencies across 13 Arizona
counties to provide up to 150 free
diapers per month for each child in a
household.

Visit wildfireaz.org/find-help/
arizona-diaper-pilot-program. Some
locations also offer wipes or cloth
diaper Kkits.

How neighbors can help
Call ahead before donating to

confirm high-need items, consider
giving financially to help food banks
fill inventory gaps, and when possi-
ble, offer groceries or diapers directly
to a neighbor.

Kelly McGowan and April

Bradham
PHOENIX

Editor’s note: Kelly McGowan is
executive director of statewide an-
ti-poverty nonprofit, Wildfire. April
Bradham is president and CEO of the
Arigona Food Bank Network.
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FROMTHE COVER
Shopping

® krom page 1

ing all November. It happened with
Home Depot and Lowe’s and those
guys. All of a sudden you have to
follow suit. I don’t think of Black
Friday as that big day, except for
the business presents. But I'm sur-
prised at how busy we are on Black
Friday.”

He’s worked in the area since
Spencer’s opened its former Arrow-
head area location in May 2005 at
7346 W. Bell Road. Sales trends
suggest Nov. 28 will be the store’s
biggest Black Friday yet.

This is the retailer’s first Black
Friday and holiday season at its new
freestanding location, 7760 W. Bell
Road, Glendale.

The new store opened in late May
and sales are up 28% from the same
time frame last year, Gleason said.

Glendale Independent | YourValley.net

Appliance’s new store on Bell Road and Glendale, just south and west of the entrance to Arrowhead
Towne Center. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

“Rick’s goal was, I thought, over
the top because he said, “The min-
ute you move down there, you’'re
going to increase by 20%. I would
be happy with 10% because the
market is 6%. He was right. We’ve

& & (&
17271 N 87TH AVE,
PEORIA, AZ 85382

License No: #ALIZ1S8C

been up over 20% since we’ve been
over here,” Gleason said. “We rely a
lot on word of mouth, that we have
— hopefully — the greatest cus-
tomer service, we know what we’re
talking about and that we have our

THE

&

Sales associates and employees work with customers just inside the entrance of Spencer’s TV and

own service center.”

The new store, largest of the
company’s 11 in Arizona, also ben-
efits from a new location a short
walk from the entrance road to Ar-
rowhead Towne Center, rather than
a big box spot a half-mile away. The
mall remains the main local draw on
Black Friday

Senior Marketing Manager Ra-
chel Olish began working at Arrow-
head in January 2021, after begin-
ning with mall owner Macerich in
2019.

Online shopping has, and will
continue to, take a chunk out of the
mall’s former business. But market
surveys suggest shopper behaviors
are changing a bit.

She cited an International Coun-
cil of Shopping Centers Holiday In-
tentions Study released in October
stating that 92% of shoppers plan to

® See Black Friday on page 15

Vi/éz_ _
by COgIr

ONTECITO

| SENIOR LIVING

FOR MORE
INFORMATION CALL

(623) 323-1550

TheMontecitoSeniorLiving.com



Black Friday

® krom page 14

spend time in a physical store look-
ing for gifts.

“We see people looking for things
and then coming in. They like to feel
the specific item,” Olish said.

According to Mastercard in 2024
in-store sales grew by 0.7% while
online increased by 14.6% for a total
year-over-year retail increase of 3.4%
for Black Friday.

Olish said the National Retail Fed-
eration projects sales to increase be-
tween 3.7% and 4.2% on Black Fri-
day. But Deloitte forecasts between
2.9% and 3.4%.

Spencer’s is the biggest indepen-
dent appliance dealer in Arizona,
with about $300 million in sales. A
decent percentage of its business
comes from contractors when a new
apartment complex goes up, or some-
thing similar.

Its most direct competition are
gigantic brands like Home Depot,
Lowe’s, and, now, Costco.

Sears formerly dominated the ap-
pliance market but began closing
its department stores rapidly in the
2010s. Now, only five stores remain
in the U.S. and none are in Arizona.

“Spencer’s being here over 50
years helps. But of course we have
thousands of people moving in here
every day in Arizona that don’t know
anything about Spencer’s. They
know Home Depot, Lowe’s and Best
Buy,” Gleason said. “The one thing I
love that Rick’s always had the phi-
losophy of is once you walk in the
door, even if they’re saying ‘Black
Friday pricing, 36% off,” we’re usu-
ally lower. Then when Black Friday
ends, that doesn’t change.”

In 2015, Spencer’s became an em-
ployee-owned business. The service
department, Envirotec water purifi-
cation company and all employees
with six years of more of service be-
come vested in the Employee Stock
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Ownership Plan.

Delivery services are independent
of the employee-owned model.

Former owner Rick Biederbeck’s
retirement in 2015 started the transi-
tion to an employee-owner business.
Biederbeck was the architect and de-
signer of this new building.

Arrowhead Towne Center also has
several new and renovated stores to
present a new face for Black Friday.

Nine stores are new since the 2024
holidays, while others are in newer
spaces. Recent arrivals Kendra Scott
and James Avery Artisan Jewelry pre-
pare for their first Black Friday.

“We see a multigenerational base
of shoppers and they make a day of
it,” Olish said.

For TVs and mattresses, Spencer’s
focuses on Simmons beds, because
when a retailer buys the bed, it owns
the bed. Plus, beds are unsanitary to
resell.

Simmons are built in Arizona and
have a very low dissatisfaction rate
after 60 days. Mattress Firm is ubiq-
uitous in the market.

The in-store TV displays are also in
a narrower range, as Spencer’s cannot
come close to matching a Costco and
Target in sheer volume of options.

“TVs anymore have become a
dime a dozen. It’s a hard business
to stay in, but our store says TV and
appliance,” Gleason said. “Model for
model, we try to go narrow and deep,
so we can buy enough of them to have
the right price. Model for model, we
have good prices on T'Vs. But as you
can see, my store is not full of T'Vs.”

Once the shopping is done, plen-
ty of spots for food and diversions are
nearby. Roundl opened smack in
the middle of December 2023 and is
now a place to go after the shopping
is done, or at least for a break from it.

Both Sizzle and Pickleman’s
opened in the last calendar year.

“Chompie’s, Sizzle and Pick-
leman’s are great opportunities to
sit down and eat. They’re great for
brunch,” Olish stated.

INDEPENDENT
NEWSMEDIA’'S
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Christmas Eve Worship
Wednesday 12/24
3:00 pm & 5:00 pm

ANNIVERSARY

Christmas Day Worship
Thursday 12/25

17200 N Del Webb Blvd.
930 am Sun City, AZ 85373
623-974-2512
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High school athletes cherish readmg days at Copper Creek
e e i w8 | \\ = E":‘"_‘*J'TJ ZJ,J

Tre Hickem’s connection to com- \ ﬁ
munity service started when he at- * =y
tended the local boys and girls club, ) . W
then deepened as a player at Scottsdale . “\ E{Ii ! ‘ 1\
Saguaro from 2011 to 2013. : )

He came back to the area as an as-
sistant coach at Horizon High School
on the border of Phoenix and Scott-
sdale. Then, when Mountain Ridge
hired former Saguaro assistant Andy
Johnson in summer 2024, Hickem
joined his staff and started setting up
new connections.

Hickem is the program director at
the Louis & Elizabeth Sands Branch
of the Boys and Girls Club at 4730 W.
Grovers Ave., Glendale. He started
taking Mountain Ridge football play-

Mountain Ridge cheer, foothall and flag football athletes, left, read to third grade students at c;)pper Creek Elementary School, just down the street in
ers to read to students at nearby Cop-  glendale on Nov. 7. Athletes in the photo are, from right, Teymur Ehitsham, Sanel Eminovic, Hayden Fiore, Alianna Escobido and Ava Griffith. (For Indepen-

® Sce Reading on page 24  dent Newsmedia/ Courtesy Elliott Glick)

For 50+ Years
Arizona Families

Trust Us With

Our compassionate Assisted Living and
f ~ Memory Care lifestyles provide
t personalized support with dignity and
CENTER FOR MODERN AGING regpect. That's our continuum of care on
one campus.

INDEPENDENT ASSISTED MEMORY SKILLED
623-847-3105 | GLENCROFT.COM | 8611 N. 67th Ave Glendale, AZ 85029
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Your gift.
Their health. LS | | CAVE CREEK

[ ) [ )
P FFine Art § Wine
This.holiday season, your donation ’ 7 T

than provide compassionate. | uE N FE S Tl VA L

healthcare to all individuals facing

homelessness in Maricopa County-
it can also give you something back.

With Arizona’s Charitable Tax
Credit, you can donate up to $495
as an individual or $987 as a couple
filing jointly, and it comes right off
your state taxes. It's a win-win: your
generosity helps deliver critical

care to those who need it most, “’(‘ . .
and you benefit from a tax credit. ,(‘,#Clrde the City
Visit circlethecity.org to make HEALING HOMELESSNESS. TOGETHER.

an impact today.

Tax ID: 26-2420730 | QCO Coc 069!

CHRISTMAS IN
THE PARK

HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
DECEMBER 13
IAM-3PM
LITCHFIELD 3QUARE PARK

PRESENTED BY

ggm®mﬂlw

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING
c MORE THAN 60 ARTISANS SELLING THE PERFECT GIFTS
* HOLIDAY PARADE AND CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES

c LIVE HOMETOWN PETTING Z00

PARADE ALONG PICTURES HOLIDAY INFLATABLES ' ‘ . RM I L L I O N

OLD LITCHFIELD RD WITH SANTA SANTA'S WORKSHOP ;
AT 1000AM FROM 11AM TO 2PM AND MORE! : EAEEOIMIO ATdI 10Ny

c/f:\'}’ & @ Stagecoach Village: 7100 E. Cave Creek Rd.

CiTi-oF Cave Creek, AZ 85331

@) e,
623-935-9040 {k\ Litchfield Park litchfieldpark.gov Vermllllonpromotlons.com
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#p1zx Ghristmas Tree Pretzels

Crisp, golden pretzels shaped like cheerful

o Pretzels covered
in creamy white
confectioner’s coating

e Decorated with festive
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CROSS COUNTRY

The-lendale Prep boys cross country team holds up the Division IV trophy and placard Nov. 15 at Cavé

Creek Golf Course in Phoenix. This is the Griffins second straight state title. (Courtesy Anthony K.

Lam/For Independent Newsmedia)

Glendale Prep boys cross country
holds off Hopi for repeat

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Nothing was guaranteed, not a
spot on the Glendale Prep boys cross
country top seven for state, and not
a repeat Division IV state title.

All of the Griffins top eight run-
ners returned, yet the defending
state champions were pushed to the
limit by Arizona’s most legendary
small school distance runners from
Hopi High School.

A team’s five best runners deter-
mine the final the score — the lower

out fast in the first mile. That’s just
what Hopi does almost every year.
We saw all five of them and we were
trying to pick them off one by one,”
Griffins junior Luke Webdale said.
Webdale placed fourth in Divi-
sion IV, just behind senior teammate
Daniel Andersen in third. Sopho-
more Alde Kuwawytewa was the
top finisher for Hopi in sixth.
Andersen and Webdale game
planned to stay together. Anders-
en said he and his teammates were
definitely aware of the Hopi runners

Christmas trees are dipped in smooth, creamy white
confectioner’s coating, then sprinkled with merry
red and green accents for a treat as beautiful as it

is delicious. Presented in our exclusive Pittman &
Davis holiday tin, these festive sweets are perfect for
sharing, gifting, or brightening up your holiday table.

. . CALL1-888-718-6608
UL E LB oR VISIT PITTMANDAVIS.COM/PGYG23

Order Item #PTZX, mention Code P6YG23
PITTMAN & DAVIS * HARLINGEN, TX 78552 IC: P6YG23

red-and-green sprinkles

the better — and all of the top five because at the beginning all five of
runners for Glendale Prep and Hopi them got in front of all of the Grif-
placed in the top 19. Hopi led the fins.

race after one mile, but Glendale The duo’s finish was likely the
Prep reeled the Bruins in during the determining factor.

finals to win with 34 points com- “They both PR’ed at state, which
pared to Hopi’s 47. is unusual. That was the difference, I

“We knew they were going to go ® See Cross country on page 19

e Just the right balance of
salty and sweet flavors

e Presented in a Pittman
& Davis exclusive citrus
holiday tin

Farm Fresh Gifts Since 1926




Cross country
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think, their performance,” Glendale
Prep Coach Eric Webdale said.

Sophomore Logan Hartman fin-
ished eighth, junior James Reamer
was 11th and junior Tanner Janssen
placed 16th to round out the Griffins’
top five.

The Griffins needed all of them,
because in a couple of major meets
earlier this fall, Hopi edged by the
defending champs.

“They actually beat us at T'wilight
and then we saw them at Woodbridge
and they beat us at Woodbridge,”
Eric Webdale said. “We thought
okay, we look good in the rankings
but head to head they got us.”

Both team posted a better score
than the Griffins’ 68 points to win
the title in 2024, by a razor-thin
three points over Flagstaff Northland
Prep with 71.

Glendale Prep built up toward this

& & &
20240 N 78TH AVE
GLENDALE, AZ 85308
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meet all year. And the whole team
contributed.

Eric Webdale said nine Glendale
Prep runners have times under 18
minutes.

Senior Zack Rich placed sixth for
Glendale Prep and 34th overall. He
is a home school student that runs for
the Griffins.

“Every single hard day, every lit-
tle practice, we’re just trying to stay
with the group and keep that pack
mentality. That definitely helps,”
Rich said.

The team got better this year, by
constantly competing for top seven
places.

Junior Rafael Gameros earned a
spot in the top seven after just miss-
ing out last year. He was the Griffins’
seventh best runner Saturday, plac-
ing 36th overall.

“There’s not one person that does
it for us. We all have to do it togeth-
er,” Andersen said. “This year was a
big improvement for all of us.”

\PIONSHIPS |

—— - =

e

Glendale Prep senior Daniel Andersen, right, prepares to cross the finish line Division 0YS Cross
country race while junior teammate Luke Webdale, left, finishes fourth on Nov. 15 at Cave Creek Golf
Course in Phoenix. Glendale Prep repeated as Division IV team champions. (Independent Newsmedia/
Richard Smith)
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City welcomes public to True Star Christmas Parade

Glendale shares
the spirit of Christmas
during its annual Home-
town Christmas Parade,
where the community
comes together to honor
the true star of the sea-
son: Jesus Christ.

The parade starts at
11 a.m. Saturday, Dec.
13, and the route is on
Glendale Avenue, from
51st Avenue to 58th Av-
enue.

In the center of down-
town Glendale, this
festive event features a
marching band compe-
tition, floats and awards
for the best Christmas
Spirit.

All  proceeds bene-

fit Hope for Hunger, a
Glendale-based
bank that brings help
and hope to local families

in need.

Attendees will include
Mayor Jerry P. Weiers
and honorary marshall
Mel Martin, founder of
the Martin Auto Mu-
seum on the border of
Glendale and Phoenix.

Local mascots
professional and colle-
giate teams will be fea-
tured in the parade, as
will more than 20 classic
cars from Martin Auto

Museum.

Santa is there for the

festivities.

100 floats are expected.

food

from

than

" The Glendale
Hometown
Christmas Pa-
rade returns
down Glendale
Avenue. (Cour-
tesy Lisette
Perez)

MUSIC COMEDY JOUSTING FEASTING
GAMES RIDES SHOPPING
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) " po & HIRING SUCCESS!

Hiring today can feel like a revolving door—especially with many job
seekers prioritizing short-term perks over long-term commitment. If you’re
looking for employees who value consistency, reliability, and community,
our readers are exactly who you want to reach.

& ARTISAN MARKETPLACE
NINE FESTIVE WEEKENDS

JANUARY 31

MARCH 29

SAT., SUN., PRES DAY * 10AM-6PM

Advertising in our trusted publications puts your employment
opportunities in front of motivated individuals who are looking to build

lasting careers—not just chase the next offer. SAVE WITH DISCOUNT TICKETS AT:
Promote your employment opportunities where they’ll : : W3 %> FOODCITY
make an impact—right here in your local newspaper. e O
Email: Azads@iniusa.org oGl
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With cooler temperatures, it’s fes-
tival time in the Valley, particularly
for those who like wine.

There are six upcoming wine festi-
vals stretching from the Phoenix area
up to Willcox in northern Arizona for
those looking to partake in something
off the vine, courtesy of Arizona
Wine Events, Vermillion Produc-
tions and Wilcox Wine Country.

Each festival will have different
award-winning local wineries in at-
tendance, nationally renowned art-
ists from across the U.S., live enter-
tainment and local eateries.

The lineup is:

Nov. 21-23: The 16th Annual
Sonoran Fine Art & Wine
Festival

A three-day festival in Cave Creek
will feature open-air shopping, fine

/N

Mr. MediGa

-

P
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s
Fall brings series of wine festlvals to Phoemx area

wine tastings, patio dining, and live
musical entertainment. Local and
regional artists will showcase their
work, and a variety of Arizona win-
eries will be in attendance for wine
tasting.

Dec. 5-7: Wigwam Holiday
Festival of the Arts

This three-day event at the histor-
ic Wigwam Resort in Litchfield Park
provides a weekend of art, entertain-
ment, and festive cheer. Guests are
invited to enjoy a glass of wine while
strolling through the resort’s holiday
display.

“The Arizona wine industry is
bigger than ever but since many don’t
have nearby tasting rooms, festivals
like these are one of the best ways for
wine lovers to find ones they like, and

The Westworld Art & Wine Experience is one of six wine festivals in the Valley and around the state that
will occur through the end of the year. (Submitted photo/Vermillion Productions)

it’s one of the easiest ways for festi-
vals to connect with communities
throughout the state,” said Mike Pig-
ford, owner of Arizona Wine Events.

The Medicare “Annual Enrollment & Personal Review” Center!
*Annual Enrollment *Recently Moved to Arizona or Retired *Aging Into Medicare
If in search of wiser, more personal & comprehensive cost effective Medicare coverage, While being afforded accurate direction
and peace of mind...then I’'m here for you! Experience Matters! Commitment Matters! Being Local Matters!
Focusing on Our Long-Term Relationship... So without Delay, I Invite You to Call Today!

MR. MEDIGAP

Complete Guidance with Everything Medicare

o All Plan Coverage Options, Properly Examined and Explained
« Additional Assistance Programs for Lower Income Challenges
o Never a Cost to You For Guidance & Services

o Proven Medicare Community Advocate

-
[=1=1-9 Rating Q

480-296-3900 tTY:711

Jim@MrMediGap.Info

Licensed & Certified
Medicare Expert

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all your options.

“These events not only give wine
lovers access to exceptional local vin-
tages but also shine a spotlight on the

® See Wine on page 23
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ry7,2026 - Central Arizona Colleée

Surprise - January 27,2026 - The Colonnade
Litchfield Park/Goodyear - Feb. 18, 2026 - Tuscany Falls Ballroom
Chandler - February 24, 2026 - Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria - March 26, 2026 - Westbrook Village
SunCity West - April 22, 2026 - SCW Foundation
Sun City - May 4, 2026 - Sundial Rec Center
Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

T

- GROVES’

|

CHOCOLATE
CHIF COOKIES |

SAVE OVER

S52%

includes shipping

¥

- - ey -"!‘?‘,"L.— =4 J ‘ :“‘:l L3 .' v
#483x | Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box

This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine
and sweetness straight to your door.

VXA BONUS DEAL! &5

<y NOW $299°
Call 888-357-9745 or visit HaleGroves.com/HB6YG 42

.485x Hale Select Gift Box
A R e —

Mention Code H6YG42 for your savings on Items #483X or #485X.

*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction com|
freshness

pletely guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of

Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025

SINCE 1947 - HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966

1C: H6YG42

Sedona Red Rocks, taken by Charles M. Foley, Peoria

2026 Scenic Arizona
calendar now available

Independent Newsmedia’s 2026
Scenic Arizona calendar is now
available.

Cost is $5 each, two for $8 or five
for $15.

Call 623-972-6101 to place an
order.

Valley photographers featured
are: Lynn Behlendorf, Sun City;
Gregory Alper, Scottsdale; Vasi-
liki Cobb, Sun City; Dominique
Ferguson, Fountain Hills; Sally
Atherton, Sun City; Karen Engel-
bardt, Scottsdale; Janet Simcic,
Sun City West; Sharon Simon,
Sun City; Mike Duda, Sun City
West; William Deuel, Sun City;

JC Wickey, Apache Junction;
Jeani Paulson, Sun City West;
John Sanders, Fountain Hills;
Nancy Zawacki, Sun City West.
Also, Bill Svensson, Sun City
West; Charles M. Foley, Peoria;
Deb Peterson, Sun City; Carmen
Payne, Sun City; Randy Pinner,
Sun City; Nancy Gallagher, Sun
City; Kimberly Gimmarro, Scott-
sdale; Leslie Pellien; Marsha G.
Rory, Sun City; Allen Pancio,
Anthem; Colin Sadlon, Fountain
Hills; Sharon Dennis, Fountain
Hills; Melody Kennedy, Fountain
Hills; and Keith Gazda, Sun City
West.



Wine

® From page 21

arts through our long-running part-
nership with Vermilion Promotions
who showcases award-winning art-
ists from across the country,” Pig-
ford said.

Entry to each festival is free and
early bird tickets for wine tast-
ing — ranging from $20 to $35
per person — are on sale at www.
willcoxwinecountry.org or www.
vermillionpromotions.com. Tick-
ets will be available day-of, ranging
from $30 to $45 per person.

Every wine tasting ticket will in-
clude a commemorative wine glass
and tasting tickets. Additional tast-
ing tickets will be available for $10,
which includes five tickets, and
each winery will be pouring by the
glass.

For information, visit www.will-
coxwinecountry.org or Www.ver-
millionpromotions.com.
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HOLIDAY LIGHTS

Glendale Glitters returns night after Thanksgiving

Glendale recently announced the
return of its holiday tradition, Glendale
Glitters, lighting up Downtown Glen-
dale once again this holidays.

The kickoff event will take place
5-10 p.m. Nov. 28 and 29. This two-
day celebration will feature an arrange-
ment of lights, complemented by inter-
active displays and holiday scenes for
visitors of all ages.

Guests can visit local shops, enjoy
seasonal treats, listen to the sounds of
carolers and meet Santa Claus himself.

The official lighting ceremony will
take place at 5:45 p.m. Nov. 28 in front
of the Glendale Civic Center, 5750 W.
Glenn Drive.

There will be more than 20 vendors
in attendance offering a variety of treats,
crafts, and local favorites. This includes
desserts from Nothing Bundt Cakes,
holiday and variety-themed facepaint-

A father and his baby look at Christmas Lights
during the 2024 Glendale Glitters kickoff event
in Downtown Glendale. (Dana Gibbons/City of
Glendale)

ing from Visualize Creativity, food from
KTT Concessions, and dishes from Is-
land Noodles.

Visitors can extend the celebration
on Small Business Saturday 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Nov. 29 to support local shops, dis-
cover holiday gifts, and enjoy promo-

Eve
Mo

ent
Counts

Your support brings hope and
healing to children like Cassidy.

Donate Now 2 XIS

Presented by

\I71 Phoenix
%5 Children's

E-I

CornerStone
Staffing

tions throughout Downtown Glendale.

After the kickoff weekend, the Hol-
iday Light Display will continue 5-10
p.m. through Dec. 31.

In addition to the ongoing lights,
Santa Claus will be at Santa’s Village
every Friday and Saturday, beginning
Dec. 5 through Dec. 20. Starting at 6
p-m. families can visit Santa at 5836 W.
Palmaire Ave., with photos available for
$5.

“It truly is the most wonderful time of
the year,” stated Glendale Mayor Jerry
P. Weiers in a press release. “Glendale
Glitters has become synonymous with
the Christmas season across the Val-
ley. I urge everyone and their families
to come down and take in the holiday
festivities in our downtown.”

For information, visit www.glen-
daleaz.gov or follow @GrowGlendale
on social media for updates.
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WSJ KIS

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

TOP 12

Wines You Need to Try
plus Bonus Bottles & Glasses

JUST $24922 $69°°

Our Top 12 wines feature nothing but award winners and 5-star favorites.
Enjoy them all plus two bonus California Cabs and a pair of Dartington Crystal
stemless glasses—for only $69.99 (plus $19.99 shipping & tax) as your special
introduction to the WSJ Wine Discovery Club.

Go To Buywsjwine.com/Cork58
OR CALL 1-855-357-0879 and mention code AGRJOO1

Monday-Friday 9 AM-9 PM and Saturday 9 AM-6 PMET
WSJ Wine is operated independently of The Wall Street Journal and Dow Jones & Company, Inc. Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

ONLINE PUZZLES!

$1 for the first month with digital subscription

YourValley.net/puzzle

Y
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at YourValley.net

Reading

® From page 16

per Creek Elementary School last fall.

“When we got hired last year, we
first wanted to instill the culture be-
cause before, it was all over the place.
WEe had kids in and out of the program
because they didn’t know who was go-
ing to be head coach,” Hickem said.
“At least now we’re establishing some-
thing into the community that we’re
going to stay.”

After the first football season deeper
ties were made on campus.

Three teams regularly go this school
year.

“I got girls flag football doing the
Sands Christmas party. They got into
it from there. Cheer started going to
Copper Creek this year too,” Hickem
said.

These Mountain Ridge seniors read
every Friday before noon. The cheer
program sends 10 girls, and up to 25
student athletes show up.

Senior Ethan Fernandez is a regular
and said now the players and the ele-
mentary students have formed a bond.

“It’s a very positive school,” Fernan-
dez said. “People always say, ‘school is
sad. I don’t want to go to school.” But
I enjoy coming here. I like walking
through those doors.”

Senior Teymur Ehtisham said se-
nior friends described the reading to
the kids last year. All of them want to
help people and make a impact on the
community, he said.

“I think this is a huge part of the
community, bringing everyone togeth-
er,” Ehtisham said.

Flag football senior star Cameron
Mailloux and teammates have enjoyed
their reading sessions.

“I always wanted to be a role mod-
el and coach. This is definitely in my
ballpark. T love going in there any
they’re all excited to see you. They’re
yelling your name and voting for you to
read,” Mailloux said.

Ehtisham, Mailloux and fellow se-

nior Sanel Eminovic read to Ms. Mans’
third-grade class.

Eminovic saw how joyful his friends
were after visiting Copper Creek.

“That day, before the game, they’d
be smiling, all happy and really excited.
I wanted to try it and the kids sounded
like they really enjoyed it,” he said.

Hickem said the seniors read to spe-
cial education, pre-K and third-grade
classes regularly. Sometimes they add
another class.

Senior Jacob O’Dell joins Fernan-
dez in the special needs class.

“It’s a really rewarding thing to see
how happy they get to see us, the big
football players,” O’Dell said.

He said the kids seem to like all the
stories.

“One of our kids used to give us
feedback after every page,” O’Dell
said. “It was really nice to hear all his
big opinions.”

Seniors can go to Copper Creek af-
ter class is over on Fridays.

It’s also a chance to unplug from
school, and the preparation for the next
game.

“We don’t have to worry about a
record. We come here and bond with
fellow teammates. We read to the kids
and enjoy their company. They bring a
spark to our day,” Fernandez said.

Hickem said the group of readers
probably will be bigger next year.

He plans to get together kids from
these three teams for the Sands Branch
Christmas party this year.

“It’s amazing to see it come full
effect. This is my biggest group and
probably one of my closest groups, if
not the best group I've had,” Hickem
said. “It’s a blessing to see because ev-
ery Friday, every practice, they thank
me. The coolest thing is they’ve been
asking for recommendations.”

On Nov. 7 Ms. Mans’ class put on a
talent show.

It takes the seniors back.

“When I was that age, I was always
excited to see older kids, whether it
was two grades older or four grades
older,” Mailloux said.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org

DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm | OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

AC/Heating

Service,

ANY Repairs, ‘

Installs & Sales

FREE Estimates

o TRANE

Financing Available on
ALL New Units

602-418-3790 §no . 4

Text for Immediate Response

TRANE Units
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Let Us Help
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Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities
Announcement | Announcement @ Announcement

(LASSIFIED ADS ~ Create Your Own Ads Online, It' Easy!

iniusa.org/classifieds

ONLINE "
then select “Place an ad"
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;‘:‘I";,%’;‘;; LANDSCAPING
!! -.!r l *
Quality Products & Service | | —¢® : :
- Seamless 5" & 6” =IRS
Gutter Installation AIRST QPTl@N
= Custom Fabrication (LANIDSGAPE
- Cleaning, Restoring DESIGN/INSTALL
& Repair MAINTENANCE
EREE] IRRIGATION
ESTIIATESE Turf - Pavers - Tree Service
www.RainGutterExpress.com Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623268726312

602-300-7472

LICENSED
BONDED - INSURED
ROC#347844

DINO’S
PAINTING

TOP QUALITY
Int & Ext Painting

Company Operating for 30 Years

Contractor’s Price!

Licensed / Bonded
Insured / #234028

-
Includes ™
Dunn Edwards
Paints

27 Years' Experience « Reliable Family Business
Free Written Estimates « Pay Upon Completion

Replacement of

* Water Heaters
* Garbage Disposals

623-670-8060

Remodeling

* Sewers * Toilets * Faucets

N il

Builders
AZ ROC Licenses
275722 & 3861072

DESIGN,
BUILD,
REMODEL

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

CUSTOM INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR PAINTING & FULL
HOME REMODELING

BONDED / INSURED

-All employees
verified
-Free estimates
valleywide
-40 years experience
in AZ
-Licensed contractor
since 2006
philipsroofing.org
RESIDENTIAL R0C223367
COMMERCIAL

623-813-1626

(623)
trubuilde
ALBRECHT AND 50N LLC
Painting and Bath and Kitchen Remodeling
623-933-4312
www.ALBRECHTAnoSON.com

« Waterproof Coatings

JLC ROOFING
INC

FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS-

A ALL TILE ROOFS
A ALL SHINGLE ROOFS
A ALL FLAT ROOFS

« Roof Maintenance & Inspections

30+ Years Experiencein AZ
Call Today Rroc#122805

623-878-9832

P FREE
R ESTIMATES

Advertise in our Business
and Service directory and
connect with thousands

of potential customers!
Call 623-972-B101 for details today.

iniusa.org/classifieds

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

Christopher Dobash
Owner

Quality Plumbing with Quality Senuice
WATER, SEWER, GAS

Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction
(623) 878-1102  dobashplumbing@idoud.com

Licensed * Bonded  Insured © Lic# (37R122566 o L37 * 122567

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

Roof Repais - Roof Replacements - Flat Roofs Coatings « Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles

& John York - Owner/Operator

602-705 5209

Senior & Military
Discounts

/\

Y FREE
" ESTIMATES

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

« Shingles
« Tile Roofs
« Coatings
* Repairs
 Solar Removals
Insurance Work

30 Years Quaity
Experience

‘if‘ Estimate

PORA/HOA - Bonded * Insured *+ ROC #194699

'AN.
PRIORITY
ROOFING

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
« Residential-Commercial MONSOON-

* Roof Replacement & Repair
« Shingle, Tile, Foam, (:oaling,\.s‘PEﬁlA_L-_
Flat & TPO Roofing
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

02l &

Shredding

ABCO Shredding Services

...more than just paper shredding

SCHOA

+ Paper « Witness the shredding

- All shredded paper 8am-2:30pm M-F or drop
is recycled off 8am-4pm

« Hard Drives « A Certificate of

Destruction is included
on the receipt.

« Pickup Service Available

in/out of Laptop/Computer

- iPads, Tablets,
Cell Phones, Etc.

co 623-748-8480
S"m'd-"r- www.abcoshredding.com
2640 E Rose Garden Lane

Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

BENNETGT
REE SERVICE

it Professmnal Arborist Tree Care

Senior
Discounts

 623-204-1225
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DON'T WAITTO
HEAR WHAT YOU'VE
BEEN MISSING.

Exhausted, Helpless, Lonely, Afraid?

You’'re Not Alohe and
You're Not Without Hope

5 Medical Benefits of Treatment

Improved Quality of Life
Increased Cognitive Function
Reduced Experience of Tinnitus

\

99 -

So many people can

Reduce Dementia Risk benefit from getting
. . the proper treatment
Reduce the Risk of Falling | for their hearing loss. |
\] -Carl

Learn More

NE Get a Free Copy of
gt oo Dr. Darrow’s Book at
s>¥” HBCABookOffer.com

Clarity Guaranteed
CallNow: (520) 492-0724
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/Raﬂs

YOU CAN BE
THAN K‘f UL O R. = > New Construction, Repairs,

Recovers, Maintenance

» Installation of Gutters

&> Shingles, Tile, Built Up Single Ply,
45 Foam & Coatings, Metal, Shake

SCHOA

ESTABLISHED IN We’ Here To Answer Your -
1982 Questions. Give Us A Call! J B S ROO FI N G

623.247.9252 JIM BROWN & SONS ROOFING
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