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concert; 16
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Community
Cave Creek OKs 
financing options 
for Harquahala 
Valley water 
purchase; 6

By Zev Black
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Town of Carefree Planning 
and Zoning Commission held a 
meeting Nov. 10 to discuss House 
Bill 2447, which requires munici-
palities to designate an administrator 
to review and approve plans without 
public input. This bill was approved 
by Gov. Katie Hobbs on March 31 
and will go into effect Dec. 31.

For the Town of Carefree, this 
designated person would be Plan-
ning Director and Zoning Adminis-
trator Stacey Bridge-Denzak.

In addition, the bill puts an expe-
dited review process into place for 
those in good standing with code 
and allows at-risk submittals for in-
frastructure work.

Chairperson Peter Burns does 
not approve.

“I think it’s very important that 
the people of Carefree understand 
why the legislature did this, it’s of-
fensive frankly,” he said. “They 
usurp the authority of the council, 

• See Planning on page 3

Carefree  
officials push 
back against  

new Arizona law

Cave Creek Director of Community Risk Reduction Jim Ford stands in front of a town of Cave Creek fire truck. (Courtesy of Jim Ford) 

Cave Creek fire and Cave Creek fire and 
rescue director  rescue director  
retires after 51 retires after 51 
years of serviceyears of service

By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Jim Ford had no plans of being 
a firefighter in 1975.

He was 19 years old, taking 
some college courses, when he got 
a call that changed the trajectory 
of his life.

“Initially I wasn’t interested,” 

Ford said. “I was right out of high 
school and I was taking first aid 
and extrication classes at the com-
munity college. Someone with 
Rural Metro contacted me, “We 
have a temporary opening at our 
downtown Scottsdale station and 
with your certifications already, 
we can put you there for four 

months and see if you like it or 
not.’”

That began a 51 year love of 
labor that came to an end Nov. 
30 as Ford retired as director of 
community risk reduction for the 
town of Cave Creek.

• See Ford on page 4
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Desert Foothills
Air Conditioning and Heating

Local Family Owned & Operated

480-595-0938 | www.desertfoothillsac.com

Winter Specials

Specialties Include:
•  Installations
•  All Makes and Models
•  Service and Repair

•  Air Conditioning Units
•  Furnaces
•  Split Systems

•  Heat Pumps
•  Package Units
•  Mini Splits

Carrier® Rebates
up to $1,700

Expires 12-31-25

• Visually inspect heat exchanger
• Check amps on blower motor
• Check duct connections at furnace
• Change air fi lter 

(customer supplied)
• And much more!

Multi Point 
Furnace Service

$49
Offer Expires 12-31-25

Desert Foothills
Air Conditioning and Heating

Local Family Owned & Operated

Summer Specials

• Installations
• All Makes and Models

• Service and Repair
• Air Conditioning 

Units

• Furnaces
• Split Systems
• Heat Pumps

• Package Units
• Mini Splits

Specialties Include:

Carrier® Rebates
up to $1,700
Expires 8/29/2025

Multi Point A/C Service
• Check Amps on

Compressor and Motor
• Check Refrigerant Level
• Check Wire Connections
• Check Disconnect Box
• Check Run Capacitors
• Check Contactor
• Replace Filter

(Customer Supplied)

And Much More!

O� er Expires       
$49                             8/29/2025

480-595-0938
www.desertfoothillsac.com

• Check amps on compressor 
and motor

• Check refrigerant level
• Check defrost control
• Check run capacitors
• And much more!

Multi Point Heat 
Pump Service
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Not every meaningful gift fits under the tree.

At Morris Hall, we help families protect their 
legacy with thoughtful, 
customized estate plans — 
providing peace of mind that 
lasts far beyond the holidays.

For over 55 years, Arizona 
families have trusted us  
to guide them with care  
and clarity.

THIS HOLIDAY  
SEASON,  
GIVE THE GIFT  
THAT LASTS

OUR SERVICES
• Wills and Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
•  Trust Administration  

and Probate
•  Advanced Estate  

Planning
•  Preparation of Health  

Care Documents

Proud member of the American Academy  
of Estate Planning Attorneys

To schedule a 
complimentary estate 
planning consultation 
with an attorney,  
call 480.455.3693  
or visit morrishall.com.

The new house bill will go into effect on Dec. 31. (Submitted Photo/Town of Carefree)

the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion and the public to offer input on a 
development that’s in their neighbor-
hood. It’s atrocious.”

Town of Carefree Councilmember 
Colleen Rose-Scurti also disapproves.

“This bill takes all the power away 
from the public, from the government 
entities and puts it with one person,” 
she said. “I love Stacey, but it’s just 
not a good thing. Hopefully there will 
be some opposition to this, some re-
visions coming in the next legislative 
session. But I think that we need to 
be aware and we need to work on it.”

The town staff is looking for ways 
to add these new requirements while 
staying in line with the larger mission 
of the Zoning Ordinance Update. 
They have coordinated with the 
Town’s legal counsel and Michael 
Baker International, the Town’s Zon-
ing Ordinance Update consultant, to 
determine the best course of action.

“This approach allows the Town 
and community another opportunity 
to evaluate these legislative changes 
in context with other potential up-
dates, ensuring that all amendments 
are thoughtfully integrated and re-
main consistent with the commu-

nity’s long-term goals and expecta-
tions,” Bridge-Denzak stated in the 
meeting agenda.

They have found four documents 
that required amending: the Sub-
division Ordinance amendment, 
the Zoning Ordinance amendment, 
the Site Plan Development Review 
Manual and the Land Divisions De-
velopment Review Manual.

The commission voted on and 
unanimously passed Zoning Case 
No. 25-11-TA to allow for these 
modifications to the code.

Burns is also looking for other ways 
to circumvent the new law while still 
complying.

“I’m not trying to stand in the way 
of getting this done by Jan. 26, which 
is what the mandate is,” he said. “I’m 
wondering if we could insert in our 
code where the Planning Director 
might be able to call a public hearing 
to gather input. I would like to com-
ply with the law, but try to weasel 
around to accomplish some things 
that maybe we would like to see in 
the law.”

He asked Bridge-Denzak to speak 
with the League of Cities and Towns 
about the bill and “urge the legisla-
ture to reconsider approval of 2447.”

To watch the full meeting, go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=tUchJMN-
WGfI&t=678s.

Planning
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER
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Ford, a Cave Creek resident, was 
honored during the Nov. 18 Cave 
Creek Town Council meeting for 
the years of service provided to not 
only Cave Creek, but with both 
Rural Metro and the Scottsdale Fire 
Department.

“I remember when we decided 
that we weren’t cutting it with 
our fire protection, that Carrie 
(Dyrek), the town manager at 
the time, came and said, “Well, 
Scottsdale has this fella who knows 
everything about fire,’” Mayor 
Robert Morris said during a pre-
sentation of a plaque to Ford during 
the council meeting. “And so we go 
through all this process, and then 
afterwards someone said it really 
difficult putting in a fire depart-
ment from scratch.

“It was easy, we just gave it to 
Jim and said do the financing. That 
was the hard part. But the fire im-
plementing was seamless,” Morris 
added.

Ford’s passion for firefighting 
took him from the Rural Metro Fire 
Department to Scottsdale in August 
1975. 

“Back in 1975, there were only 
three fire stations in the entire town 
of Scottsdale,” Ford said. “So they 
opened up positions and I passed all 
the testing and joined them.”

Current town manager Grady 
Miller read some of Ford’s achieve-
ments after Ford gave his first quarter 
report to the Council.

Ford worked through the ranks in 
Scottsdale, arising to the position of 
Deputy Fire Chief, Miller said. 

Ford helped guide that depart-
ment from three stations through it 
big growth to 16. Along the way, 
he became a respected expert in fire 
prevention and safety. 

Ford successfully led Scottsdale to 
adopt a sprinkler ordinance, which 
resulted in saving both property and 
lives. It served as a model to other 
communities not only here in the 
Valley but elsewhere in the country. 
That ordinance led Ford to induction 
into the Arizona Fire Fighters Hall of 
Fame in 2009.

“Writing those papers and impact-
ful studies on residential sprinklers in 
1985 got me into the Hall of Fame, 
and it got me recognized all around 
the county and eventually all around 
the world,” Ford said.

Ford also earned the James M. 
Shannon Advocacy Medal in 2022 
from the National Fire Protection 
Agency for recognition of his in-
volvement with groundbreaking 
residential sprinkler initiatives in 
Scottsdale.

Ford then inducted into the Scott-

sdale Hall of Fame in 2023. 
“That just shocked me, I had no 

idea,” Ford said. “That’s reserved for 
former mayors and chamber folks. I 
never thought that I had that much 
of an impact on the business commu-
nity.”

In 2021, Ford was tapped by 
Dyrek to help determine the direc-
tion Cave Creek wanted to go with 
its fire and rescue services. 

“Initially I came out in 2021 on 
loan from Scottsdale,” Ford said. “I 
was paid by Scottsdale through an 
intergovernmental agreement and 
I would work in Cave Creek to put 
a plan together of options for Cave 
Creek to move forward.”

“Once I completed the first year 
and the intergovernmental agree-
ment came up, Cave Creek decided 
they wanted to hire me,” Ford add-
ed, “and so I retired from Scottsdale 

and then took the position full time 
in Cave Creek.”

Developing an intergovernmental 
agreement with Daisy Mountain Fire 
& Medical in 2022 is what Ford says 
is one of his proudest moments work-
ing for Cave Creek.

“The town had nothing at the 
time,” Ford said. “It was a win-win 
for both. People didn’t want proper-
ty taxes in the town. We figured out 
what the protection levels needed to 
be.”

“The town committed to that 
level of protection,” Ford added. 
“We did and we got everything. So 
the town went from having zero, not 
owning a station, not owning a truck, 
not having staff, not having a hose, 
to now reaping the benefits of the 
agreement.”

As far as who will fill his shoes in 
Cave Creek, Ford says he will leave 
that up to Miller and Fire Chief 
Brian Tobin from Daisy Mountain to 
determine.

Morris thanked Ford for his ser-
vice to the town.

“Your contributions are going 
to last far beyond all the people in 
this room,” Morris said. “Our town 
is going to be safer for decades and 
maybe hundreds of years into the 
future with what you’ve done.”

“You’re so easy to work with,” 
Morris added. “You are just an ab-
solute dream to work with. It’s been 
just wonderful to have you a part 
of Cave Creek. I don’t know what 
we’re going to do without you.”

“I am leaving the department in 
good hands,” Ford said.

As Ford heads into retirement, he 
plans to remain in his role as exec-
utive director of the Arizona Fire 
Chiefs Association, a position he has 
had since 2023, so he can help with 
future firefighters in the industry.

“It’s also time to travel, do some 
different stuff, and have a little recre-
ation time as well,” Ford said.

Ford
• From page 1

Cave Creek Director of Community Risk Reduction Jim Ford, right, and Daisy Mountain Fire Chief Brian 
Tobin present their quarterly report at the Town Council Meeting Nov. 18, 2025 in Cave Creek. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia/Jeff Wendt)

FROM THE COVER
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RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
AC AND HEATING REPAIR AND AC AND HEATING REPAIR AND 

REPLACEMENT SERVICESREPLACEMENT SERVICES
25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
SERVICES WE OFFER:
 HVAC System Installation & Replacement
• Mini-Split & Multi-Split Systems
• High-Efficiency Heat Pumps
• Gas Furnace Installation & Service
• Energy-Efficient Air Conditioning Systems
• Roof-Top & Package HVAC Units
• Full HVAC Diagnostics, Service & Repair
• We Service All Brands & Model
• Professional Air Duct Cleaning & Sanitizing
• Whole-Home Air Purification Systems
• Dryer Vent Cleaning & Safety Inspection

Licensed, Bonded and Insured  ROC 316068

BEST PRICE GUARANTEE ON ALL COOLING 
AND HEATING SYSTEM INSTALLS AND REPAIRS.

Complete HVAC Tune & Safety Check
Warm Hearts & Warm Homes:  Donate 2  

non-perishable items for the $39 HVAC Check.
Improve your indoor air.

CALL US TODAY about our duct cleaning specials. Locally owned and operated

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE!24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE!

480-450-7283480-450-7283
OR SCHEDULE ONLINEOR SCHEDULE ONLINE

actionmechanicalservice.comactionmechanicalservice.com
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Cave Creek OKs financing options for Harquahala 
Valley water purchase

By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Town Council 
voted 5-2 Tuesday night to approve 
financing options for the upcoming 
purchase of water rights in the Har-
quahala Valley area west of Phoe-
nix.

The town will move forward with 
an application for a loan from the Wa-
ter Infrastructure Finance Authority 
of Arizona, as well as authorizing to 
pursue excise tax obligations, and to 
authorize reimbursement of expendi-
tures from the General Fund if need-
ed. The town could also decide to use 
a mixture of all the options available 
to them, but that would be decided at 
a future council meeting.

“We are going through an exten-
sive due-diligence process,” Vice 
Mayor Kathryn Royer said. “We’re 
doing our extensive investigations of 
everything related to it.”

“We’re doing the responsible thing 
as elected town councilmembers,” 
Royer added, “That is to provide for 
the future of our town in terms of its 
water supply.”

Prior to the council voting on the 
measure, Town Finance Director 
Cherie White and town bond counsel 
Timothy A. Stratton presented the 
pros and cons to all the options placed 
before the council. And the town’s 
Municipal Advisor Jim Stricklin 
walked the councilmembers through 
all the options they had.

Mayor Robert Morris reminded 
everyone that this is still in the begin-
ning stages.

“This is no action, this is part of 
the investigation that people want to 
know the answer, you have to know 
the options,” Morris said. “This is 

one of the options, the financing of 
it.”

Morris also reminds residents that 
the town is 14 months away from a 
reduction in water received from the 
Colorado River via the Central Ari-
zona Project. 

“We are anywhere from zero to 
100% reduction of water from the 
Colorado River,” Morris said. “At 
100%, we’re in deep trouble.”

Councilmember Cynthia Driskell 
also knows they are up against a time-
line to get this matter taken care of.

“I agree the town has a very chal-
lenging timeline to deal with the wa-
ter and augmentation issues,” Driskell 
said. “And no one knows this better 
than the staff, who has been working 

diligently trying to find us options 
and find us information.”

“Personally I don’t have a firm 
opinion on the best course of action, 
but I consider this resolution to be a 
step in the right direction to start the 
process to get funding for water aug-
mentation if that is our choice.”

Councilmembers Tom Augher-
ton and Dusty Rhoades opposed the 
measure, as they did in opposing the 
authorization of the purchase of the 
lot at the Oct. 21 meeting.

“I just want to clarify a couple 
things,” Augherton said. “What this 
money is allocated for is an acre of 
land in the Harquahala Valley. It 
doesn’t bring the wet water, it brings 
you the ability to obtain the wet wa-

ter with the affiliation of the organi-
zation. And then the other unspeci-
fied costs that come with getting the 
water from ground to the town of 
Cave Creek.”

One of the options Augherton 
would like to see is the possible pri-
vatization of water companies in 
Cave Creek.

“The staff is looking to put out 
RFPs (Requests for Proposals) out to 
test the private sector’s interest in pri-
vatizing the water companies in Cave 
Creek,” Augherton said. “If we had 
the answer to the RFP’s in the pro-
cess to selling the water companies 
and using that asset value for other 
priorities in the town, this might take 
on a different complexion.”

WATER

The Cave Creek Town Council approved financing mechanism for the purchase of a lot in the Harquahala Valley for groundwater at the meeting on Nov. 4, 2025. 
(Courtesy of the Town of Cave Creek)
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480.488.1622 
www.heritagecarefree.com  

36590 North Pima Road, #3481  
Carefree, AZ 85377 

(On Pima Road South of Cave Creek Road) 

Email: 

heritageseniorliving@gmail.com

• Independent 
• Assisted and Memory Care 

• Luxury Elegant Living 
• Month - Month Rent 
• Private Apartments 
• 24 hr. Care Service 

• Family Owned and Operated 



8  December 2025  |  Cave Creek/Carefree Independent  |  YourValley.net

News from the Cromford Report 
By Janet Mohr

MOHR REALTY

I am really feeling these statistics. 
The supply is very low in our area.

Active listing counts are dropping 
quickly now. This is following a typical 
seasonal pattern, but the trend is stron-
ger than we normally expect to see.. 

For all areas and types in the ARM-
LS database, we record a 2.3% de-
crease over the last week in the number 
of active listings without a contract.

One of the drivers of this trend 

is the drop in the arrival rate of new 
listings. In the last week we have seen 
just 1,653 listing records added to the 
database. This is down 7% from the 
same week last year. For most of 2025 
we have seen higher arrivals compared 
to 2024, so this new trend is a surprise.

Cancellations are unusually high, 
with 622 listings changed to cancelled 
status in the last 7 days. Expirations 
are modest at only 146, while closings 
are 1,559. This means the last 7 days 
have seen a listing success rate of only 

50.7%. This is discouraging for sellers.
Indeed, it seems that sellers are pes-

simistic and that a larger number than 
normal are taking their homes off the 
market until the new year. When a lot 
of sellers do this, it makes life easier for 
the remaining listings, since they have 
fewer competitors. 

The drop in supply has caused the 
Cromford® Supply Index to change 
direction and head lower. At the 
same time, demand is moving steadi-
ly higher, even though it remains far 

below normal. We therefore expect the 
Cromford® Market Index to cruise to 
a higher level over the next 5 weeks, 
moving above 80 again. This is good 
news for the sellers who remain active.

REAL ESTATE

Prepared by The MOHR Group - Since 1985!, All information should be verified by the recipient and none is guaranteed as accurate by ARMLS.
DND2 ( D o N ot D isplay or D isclose) - the data in fields marked with DND2 is confidential, for agent use only, and may not be shared with customers or clients in any manner whatsoever. 11/26/2025 8:14 AM © 2025 ARMLS and FBS.
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Statistical Market Analysis
Status #

Listings
List

Volume
Sold

Volume
List

Price
Sold
Price

Sale/List
Price

Approx
SQFT

List Price Per Approx
SQFT

Sold Price Per Approx
SQFT

Agent Days on
Market

Cumulative Days on
Market
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Avg

High
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628,467
650,000

605,000
621,833
640,000

0.98
0.99
1.01

2,469
2,469
2,469

242.61
254.54
263.26

245.04
251.86
259.21

34
70
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Cancelled 2 1,283,000 0 Low
Avg

High

608,000
641,500
675,000

0
0
0

0.00
0.00
0.00
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2,469
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246.25
259.82
273.39
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0.00
0.00

75
76
77

73
74
75
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Avg
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633,680
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621,833
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Selection Criteria for Comparable Properties
Specified listings from the following search: Property type Residential; Inside the map search Rectangle (-112145212,33858789,-112116974,33824712); Inside the map search Rectangle
(-112117746,33861212,-112093027,33842323); Status of 'Active', 'Cancelled', 'Closed', 'Coming Soon', 'Expired', 'Pending', 'Temp Off Market','UCB (Under Contract-Backups)','CCBS
(Contract Contingent on Buyer Sale)'; Approx SQFT between 2200 and 2500; # of Interior Levels between 2 and 2; Subdivision like %anthem%; Under Contract Date relative 365 days back;
Close of Escrow Date relative 184 days back; Expire Date relative 184 days back; Temp Off Market Date relative 365 days back; Cancel Date relative 365 days back.

Closed Listings
MLS # Address FE Bed Bth SqFt YR OLP LP SP COE LP/SP/$/SF ADOM CDOM

6923222 41122 N MAJESTY WAY 42.5FDPSO3G3S 4 2.5 2,469 2001 650,000 650,000 640,000 10/30/2025 263.26 / 259.21 34 34
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6880704 40814 N MAJESTY CT 42.5FD3G3S 4 2.5 2,469 2001 599,000 599,000 605,000 07/30/2025 242.61 / 245.04 45 120

Cancelled Listings
MLS # Address FE Bed Bth SqFt YR OLP LP SP COE LP/SP/$/SF ADOM CDOM

6842017 40814 N MAJESTY CT 42.5FD3G2S 4 2.5 2,469 2001 625,000 608,000 246.25 / NA 75 75

6756716 3125 W STEINBECK DR 32.5FRXO3G3S 3 2.5 2,469 1999 720,000 675,000 273.39 / NA 77 73

Real Estate in Carefree, Cave Creek, North Scottsdale, Phoenix, AZ and MOHR!

Janet Mohr
Realty Executives / 602-980-7653 / CCIM, CRS, CLHMS, Associate Broker

Th e MOHR Group

www.mohrhomes.com

GORGEOUS TERRITORIAL on 2.8 acres located in one of the 
most sought-after areas of the Town of Cave Creek!  Mesmerizing 
Views! $1,195,000 -Call us today for a private viewing!

Prepared by The MOHR Group - Since 1985!, All information should be verified by the recipient and none is guaranteed as accurate by ARMLS.
DND2 ( D o N ot D isplay or D isclose) - the data in fields marked with DND2 is confidential, for agent use only, and may not be shared with customers or clients in any manner whatsoever. 11/26/2025 8:14 AM © 2025 ARMLS and FBS.
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Coffee, wifi, music, art and sun. 
Yes, this is what brings the Snowbirds 
back to roost. So today we will join 
the “others” at three of our favorite 
patios.  

First, we will venture into the 
human-built cave — The Grotto Cafe 
— and order our usual, Machiatto in 
a real cup and an americano in paper 
with a lid, stir-stick and napkin — 
but wait!  Don wants something more 
traditional. He went for the house 
drip with half-and-half in a paper to-
go cup! (Where are we going?) 

Is an americano really American? 
Maybe the beans were from America 
and brought in by the Red Truck out 
front! Whatever. Fact check: Colum-
bian Beans. 

The American baristas and blue-
berry scones were most excellent as 
was the quick and friendly service. 
Very intriguing feng shui. No bats… 
but beware of the grackles! 

We wind our way through the 
labyrinth of private spaces to find the 
perfect spot. So, it appears that a grot-

to is really not 
a cafe or a bar 
or a shop or a 
bodega, but 
rather a space 
or grotto, as 
defined by 
the Greeks, 
then the 
Romans, then 
the English, 
and finally by 
the Creekers. 
Google it. 

Now that 
we understand 
what we have 
entered, we come in, do the lineup, 
order from the rather extensive menu 
on the wall behind the attentive 
baristas. It can get crowded with 
people you may or may not know, but 
that must mean it’s good, right? We 
needed the time to read the wall and 
investigate pastries. We were happy to 
see muffins and scones served as cave 
food.

We admire 
the truly im-
pressive array 
of musician 
photos, mostly 
from the 60s 
and 70s, not 
to mention 
the Buck 
Owens style 
guitar on the 
wall. Wow! Of 
course, Don 
could identify 
the album’s 
artists ad 
infinitum and 

every song they sang and when. 
More coffee please. The build-

ing itself is a work of some kind of 
wonderfully creative art — concrete 
art? Grotto art? The tree covered 
patio is inviting and comfortable. The 
machiatto was delightful except that 
Don kept getting up to look for the 
recycling bin for his paper cup and stir 
and napkin. There are lots of birds, 

including grackles, which created a 
new appreciation for patios and the 
furnishings and a new story.     

We decided to follow the Trail of 
the Grackle (long story — more to 
come) and visit a couple more patios.  

As we often do, we stopped at 
Local Jonny’s. The most sought-after 
part of the outside of Local Jonny’s is 
the “front porch” (so to speak), where 
hungry customers sit up on high ta-
bles and watch the world go by. (Don 
reports that it’s his granddaughter’s 
favorite place to sit and eat in Cave 
Creek.) 

When live music is happening, the 
spacious, shady, side patio is good for 
experiencing the music up close or 
back a ways, whichever.  

In our case, the front porch was 
full, so we had coffee in the back 
room. We often head in that direc-
tion anyway, since it’s a great quiet 
morning spot to be served breakfast 
and assume our roles as local (ahem) 

Coffee, wifi, music, art and sun! 

• See The Cup on page 12

OPINION

The Holiday Season in Cave Creek is About Community 
By Robert Morris
CAVE CREEK MAYOR

Cave Creek is celebrated for its 
independent spirit and its commit-
ment to western heritage. The com-
munity embraces activities such as 
hiking, horseback riding, motorcy-
cling, biking, and enjoying the arts. 
Most importantly, it fosters a strong 
sense of community, which attracts 
many people to live here.

The holiday season is a time 
for sharing, and I am proud to say 
that the residents of Cave Creek 

are known for their 
generosity and sup-
port for one another. 
Our Town is home to 
several non-profit or-
ganizations that make 
a significant difference 
in the lives of those in 
need. For instance, the 

Desert Hills Food Bank has report-
ed a 30% increase in demand for 
its services in just the past month. 
While the Food Bank accepts food 
donations year-round, the need is 

particularly critical this Christmas 
season due to the recent federal 
government shutdown, which has 
left many families struggling to meet 
basic food needs. Additionally, the 
Daisy Mountain Fire District and 
the Daisy Mountain Firefighters 
Charities run an annual holiday 
family adoption program to support 
families in need during this festive 
season.

These are just a couple of the 
outstanding organizations making 
an impact in our community, with 

many others contributing in various 
ways. To learn more about some 
of these incredible organizations 
helping those in need this holiday 
season, or to discover the benefits 
of volunteering, please visit www.
DesertFoothillsVolunteers.com.

As both a resident and the Mayor 
of Cave Creek, I feel fortunate to be 
part of such a beautiful and caring 
community. On behalf of the Town, 
I wish you and your family a Happy 
Hanukkah and a Merry Christmas 
this holiday season!

FROM THE MAYOR

Robert Morris
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Prioritizing your health: Is it really 
worth compromising? You’ve spent 
years building a lifestyle defined 
by comfort, success, and rewarding 
experiences. Now, as you embrace 
your later years, it’s becoming clear 
that your greatest treasure isn’t your 
wealth, it’s your health.

Celebrating my 30th year as a 
physician, I’ve observed why some 
patients recover faster and maintain 
better overall wellness. Their key to 
success? They never compromise 
their health. My commitment and 
purpose, widely recognized through 
my work online, television, radio, 
and newspaper, is straightforward: 
empowering people to enjoy long, vi-
brant, pain-free lives, without drugs 
or surgery. Our last promotion was 
such a success that I want to extend it 
for the holidays. Especially for those 
who may have missed my April ar-
ticle.  I am offering 30% off regen-
erative treatments, including stem 
cells, until December 31, 2025!

At first glance, premium natural 
healthcare may seem more cost-
ly. But ask yourself honestly: what 
would it really cost you, in lost time, 
comfort, and overall life quality, to 
settle for something less?

Take knee replacement surgery, 
for instance. Often overlooked are 
the hidden costs, lengthy downtime, 
painful recovery periods, dependen-
cy on caregivers, ongoing appoint-
ments, and medications. There are 
also the inherent risks and stress as-
sociated with surgical procedures 
and prolonged rehabilitation. The 
number one cause of mortality in 
the US is heart disease. The use of 
NSAIDS, like ibuprofen, when used 
for chronic conditions like joint pain, 

increase the risk of heart attack and 
stroke. By getting regenerative ther-
apies to assist the body to regrow tis-
sue rather than hiding the pain, pa-
tients can reduce their risk of heart 
disease greatly. I will be writing an 
article on this subject soon.

Natural and regenerative treat-
ments including stem cells, present 
a clear alternative. Patients who 
choose these methods spend signifi-
cantly less time in medical offices 
and pharmacies, thereby reducing 
disruptions to their everyday lives 
and reduce their risk of heart disease. 
They maintain their independence, 
mobility, and precious time with 
family and friends.

The long-term results reinforce 
this approach. Those investing in 
proactive health care typically face 
fewer chronic issues, experience 

fewer flare-ups, and enjoy a notice-
ably better quality of life.

Savvy patients recognize that true 
value lies not in minimal upfront ex-
penses but in sustained health, hap-
piness, and independence. Priori-
tizing your health now ensures you 
won’t face greater costs, financially, 
physically, and emotionally in the 
future.

Ultimately, the essential ques-
tion isn’t whether premium natural 
healthcare costs more upfront; it’s 
whether you’re willing to risk your 
long-term wellbeing by choosing 
anything less.

 If you’re committed to naturally 
maintaining optimum health, vital-
ity, and well-being, and you appre-
ciate the real value of investing in 
yourself, then we invite you to expe-
rience exceptional care tailored spe-

cifically for you.
Should you or anyone you know, 

suffer from chronic joint pain, lung 
issues, nerve pain, neuropathy, or 
many other debilitating conditions, 
please call my office to schedule a 
complimentary consultation to see if 
you qualify for treatments that keep 
you in the game of life without stress-
ful downtime. If you qualify, I will 
honor this discount as a holiday gift 
to you or to your friends and family.

DrLeisa@CaringPainRelief.com 
or call my office.

Leisa-Marie Grgula, DC
Chiropractic Physician
Accurate Care Medical Wellness Center
18261 N. Pima Rd. Ste. #115
(480) 584-3955

Sponsored Content

The celebration goes on for my 30th year  
in practice with a holiday gift for you
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journalists. We’ve mentioned Local 
Jonny’s in several of our past articles. 
People seem to show up from all 
over the place to enjoy the food and 
atmosphere. Their breakfast burrito 
es muy bueno! Firecreek Coffee. 

Then there is Janey’s patio, for 
basking in the sun in the early morn-
ing, having great coffee, and watch-
ing the customers with dogs. These 
phenomena could be an entire future 
CUP article. 

People talk to them and ask them 
what  they would like to eat. (They 

somehow communicate.) You must 
check out the “tiny monks’ booths” 
inside on your way outside. They’re 
three feet by three feet and seat 4 
small monks or 4 jockeys. 

Outside, the Sonoran desert is 
right there, on top of the hill in back 
of the patio. Lush after the rain. (You 
can sit at the bar inside, too, and 
look out on that same desert scene.) 

There’s a real stage on the east 
end of the patio, and the owner, 
Julian, has a large calendar out front 
with who’s coming to play on week-
ends. There are plenty of  full-size 
picnic tables with umbrellas — cof-
fee with breakfast in the morning, 

lunch, and music with a full menu on 
weekends. 

Then there’s the red ATM ma-
chine on the west end (Don could 
not get his crypto to work), along 
with the Liverpool FC Soccer Club 
flag on the wall. We love Premier 
League Football. This patio where 
we sat drinking our drip with half-
and-half and oat milk, respectively, 
is among the most comfortable in 
town. Makes you want to wear 
something Creeker. We left, carefree 
and caffeinated. We checked out all 
the license plates in the parking lot.

Incidentally, we received several 
pieces of correspondence from our 

last articles.  One from a real monk 
who praised the tiny booths and pa-
per cups to go. Where does a monk 
go anyway? 

Another reader asked why Don’s 
coffee was American? Oh. Someone 
please answer this for Don. We can’t.  

Another follower asked if we 
know what Army Coffee is. We do. 
Cowperson Coffee as well.  

More on the Tale of the Grackles 
and the “tiny monks’ booths” to 
follow. 

Welcome back Snowbirds.
If you have a fun story from the history of our 

Coffee Row, please write to Don and Jim at 
The CUP, AZNews@iniusa.org

The Cup
• From page 10

Janey’s Coffeehouse (Courtesy of Jim White)
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Upscale Singers and Upscale Kids present

“Christmas Memories
in Song”

Cactus Shadows Fine Arts Center
33606 N. 60th, Scottsdale

Sat., Dec. 13, 2025 2:00 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 14, 2025 4:00 p.m.

Adults $30/Youth (18 and under) $10

Tickets: www.upscalesingers.com

“Christmas Memories

Save t�  date: Save t�  date: SHOW TUNES & CHART TOPPERSSHOW TUNES & CHART TOPPERS
Cactus Shadows Fine Arts Center, ScottsdaleCactus Shadows Fine Arts Center, Scottsdale

4/18/26 2:00 p.m | 4/19/26 4:00 p.m.4/18/26 2:00 p.m | 4/19/26 4:00 p.m.

Town of Carefree approves 
new water pipes

By Zev Black
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Board of Directors of the 
Town of Carefree Arizona Utilities 
Community Facilities District and 
the Board of Directors of the Care-
free Water Company, hosted a joint 
meeting Tuesday, Nov. 4. 

The purpose of this session, held at 
Carefree Town Council Chambers, 
was to discuss Resolution 2025-03, 
which would authorize a project that 
would replace 4,000 feet of existing, 
aging pipeline with a new water pipe. 

The current pipe is a three-inch 
PVC pipe. The new pipe going in 
would be eight inches in diameter 
and be made from ductile iron. Sev-
en new fire hydrants in the highlands 
would also be installed.

“The advantages that that replace-
ment affords are many,” Carefree 
engineer C.J. DiMaggio said. “The 
ductile iron material can withstand 
higher pressures. It can convey more 
volume, that’s just common sense … 
because it can take more pressure, it 
can allow the installation of hydrants, 
the extension of fire protection ser-
vices into this part of the town.”

The pipeline is going to feed to the 
existing Carefree Water Company 
tanks that are in Silver Saddle. It will 
be able to convey water uphill and 
downhill depending on demand.

The majority of the funding for 
this project, 80% of the total price, 
was expected to come from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency Com-
munity Grant. This is on hold due to 
the ongoing federal government shut-
down.

The total bid amount was 
$894,466, meaning that the EPA 
would contribute $715,573. The rest 

of the $178,893 would come from 
the Utilities Community Facilities 
District. A 25% contingency was re-
quested for UCFD-approved change 
orders or a variance in “hard dig” 
ground.

Hard dig is when an excavator en-
counters naturally formed cement in 
the gravel. It can be extremely diffi-
cult to dig around. 

DiMaggio said that around 20% of 
the 4,000 foot pipe qualifies as “hard 
dig.” He said that this could add 
$70 to $75 per foot, or $200,000 to 
$300,000 total.

The resolution was passed unani-
mously by the council.

Mayor John Crane also gave an 
update on the open general manager 
position after Greg Crossman’s retire-
ment.

“He did a great job for us in the 13 
years he was here,” Crane said. “He 
did the water consolidation project, 
which was a big heavy lift.”

Several resumes have been re-
ceived and the town is going through 
the interview process.

To watch the full meeting, go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=4e4EwWk-
1SWs.

UTILITIES

C.J. DiMaggio presents the waterline project to 
the Town Council. (Submitted photo/Town of 
Carefree)
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GOOD DEEDS GUIDE
2025 End of Year Giving

YOUR GUIDE TO INFORMED GIVING IN THE VALLEY.

make a difference! 
DONATE TODAY!

AID TO ADOPTION OF SPECIAL KIDS 
(AASK)
There are more than 13,000 children in 
Arizona’s foster care system due to abuse, 
neglect, and abandonment. For over 35 
years, AASK has served kids and teens in 
Arizona’s foster care system by matching 
them with supportive, caring adults who 
are looking to foster, adopt, or mentor. 
Donations help the compassionate staff 
of AASK provide these children with 
opportunities to enjoy stable, nourishing 
relationships—often the first in their lives.
aask-az.org
A NEW LEAF
A New Leaf is dedicated to helping Valley 
families overcome homelessness and escape 
domestic violence. By providing shelter, 
food, and support, families are given hope 
and a chance to rebuild their lives. This 
lifeline is only possible through continued 
community support. Every donation, big 
or small, can literally mean the difference 
between a family sleeping on the street or 
finding shelter—helping to restore dignity 
and break the cycle of violence. Together, 
we can create a stronger, safer community 
for everyone.
turnanewleaf.org
ARIZONA SUNSHINE ANGELS
Arizona Sunshine Angels supports children 
in foster care residing in group homes 
across Maricopa County by providing 

essential items that nurture self-esteem, 
education, independent living, and hope 
for a brighter future. With welcome boxes, 
clothing closets, holiday gifts, and more, 
the organization helps every child feel seen, 
valued, and loved. Help brighten children’s 
lives today!
sunshineangelsaz.org
CHILDREN’S CANCER NETWORK
Finding out a child has cancer is 
devastating. The emotions and 
experiences throughout cancer treatment 
and beyond can weigh heavily not just 
on the child, but on the entire family. 
Children’s Cancer Network supports 
children and families throughout their 
cancer journey with programs designed to 
provide financial assistance, psychosocial 
support, and encouragement for healthy 
lifestyles.
childrenscancernetwork.org
CREIGHTON UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
The award-winning Creighton 
neighborhood schools inspire adventurous 
thinkers, collaborative learners, and kind-
hearted leaders. Tax credit donations help 
provide educational and extracurricular 
programs for thousands of Arizona children 
each year—shaping the minds of future 
leaders, compassionate caregivers, and 
inspired inventors.
creightonschools.org

EAGLE PATHWAY
Each year, more than 24,000 young 
individuals age out of the foster care system 
with no real direction or next step. Eagle 
Pathway helps many of these young men, 
women, and often mothers by providing 
empowering programs that teach them 
to fully realize who they are and how to 
become contributing members of the 
community.
eaglepathway.org
HONORHEALTH FOUNDATION
For almost 100 years, HonorHealth Desert 
Mission has served the most vulnerable 
members of the community. Donations 
support programs like Desert Mission 
Food Bank—a center that provides free and 
reduced-cost food programs, nutrition 
education, and resource services. Adult 
Day Healthcare is a senior enrichment 
program offering older adults and those 
with physical or cognitive challenges a 
safe environment during the day. These 
and many other programs demonstrate 
HonorHealth’s ongoing commitment to 
strengthening the community.
honorhealthfoundation.org
HOPE & A FUTURE
Children in foster care need compassion 
that is actively demonstrated through 
love and encouragement. Hope & A 
Future provides just that through reliable, 
relationship-based programs of acceptance 

for abandoned and neglected children in the 
community. By supporting these programs, 
donors directly impact many of the 15,000 
foster children in Arizona—teaching life 
skills and providing mentoring, tutoring, 
educational scholarships, and summer 
camps.
azhope.com
KIWANIS CLUB OF CAREFREE
The Kiwanis Club of Carefree is a 
community of civic-minded, patriotic men 
and women united by a common goal: 
enriching the lives of children and young 
adults in the area. Members are dedicated 
to creating brighter futures for local children 
through hands-on support, educational 
programs, scholarships, and community 
events.
kiwaniscarefree.org
PREGNANCY CARE CENTER OF 
CHANDLER
Pregnancy Care Center provides free 
pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, life-affirming 
options, counseling, and community 
resources. Being pregnant while 
unemployed, uninsured, or undocumented 
can be frightening, and the need for 
PCC’s services in cases of unplanned 
pregnancy has never been greater. Clients 
receive prenatal care, life skills education, 
fatherhood programs, ICU Mobile services, 
diapers, and other essentials.
pccchandler.com
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Your gift.  
Their health.

Tax ID: 26-2420730 | QCO Code: 20693HEALING HOMELESSNESS. TOGETHER.

This holiday season, your donation to Circle the City can 
do more than provide compassionate healthcare to all 
individuals facing homelessness in Maricopa County–it  
can also give you something back.
With Arizona’s Charitable Tax Credit, you can donate up 
to $495 as an individual or $987 as a couple filing jointly, 
and it comes right off your state taxes. It’s a win-win: your 
generosity helps deliver critical care to those who need it 
most, and you benefit from a tax credit. 
Visit circlethecity.org to make an impact today. Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

Carefree Development Review Board approves new house
By Zev Black

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Town of Carefree Develop-
ment Review Board hosted a meet-
ing Monday, Nov. 10, to discuss and 
vote on a request for an exception to 
Article IX regarding landscaping for 
a new home.

The specific subparagraph that was 
addressed was Section 9.10 Grading 
and Drainage, subparagraph (7) (C), 
which requires the amount of fill ma-
terial to not exceed the amount of cut 
material on a building site.

Tyler Green from Green Studio in 
Scottsdale is looking to build a new 
three-bedroom, four-bathroom house 
with a second floor and a one-bed-
room casita. It is located at 3049 
Ironwood Road, Lot 24, Boulders 
Carefree Unit 5 and is 18,339 square 

feet.
“It’s an absolutely gorgeous lot,” 

Commissioner Les Hardie said. “The 
idea that you have to have more fill 
than cut makes perfect sense. It’s one 
of the textbook reasons why there 

have to be exceptions to general cut-
and-fill rules and I think this is a per-
fect example of an exception.”

The reason for the exception is 
that there is a large slab of granite on 
the property that Green said would 

be nearly impossible to cut into. The 
proposed plan for the house has raised 
floors that would minimize distur-
bance to the existing rocks in the lot. 
This would greatly simplify construc-
tion and would keep the natural land-
scape in place.

Section 9.10 exists because rais-
ing houses off the ground could 
block views for neighbors. On June 
30, Green mailed notification letters 
to the 23 surrounding houses and 
HOAs. They were notified that the 
house would not significantly block 
any view.

There is a golf course to the north 
and to the east of the property, a road 
to the west and 40 feet of open space 
to the south.

The board approved the exception 
to the article.

Tyler Green presents his vision for the new house. (Submitted Photo/Town of Carefree)

LANDSCAPING
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Upscale Singers present Christmas concert
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Upscale Singers are set to 
present their Christmas concert  
“Christmas Memories in Song!”

The concert will take place Dec. 
13 at 2 p.m. and Dec. 14 at 4 p.m. 
at the Cactus Shadows Fine Arts 
Center, located at 33606 North 
60th Street in Scottsdale. 

There will be the audience fa-
vorites, such as “Rise Up, Shep-
herd, and Follow,” “Sing We Now 

of Christmas” and a mix of Latin 
and German, “In Dulce Jubilo.” 

There will also be new songs, 
such as “Somewhere in My Memo-
ry,” “That’s Christmas to Me” and 
the Hanukkah number, “We Are 
Lights,” which director Catherine 
Wendt calls “a beautiful melody 
that hints at the scales you would 
associate with Jewish music.”

“Upscale Singers have been 
successful as a chorus for so many 

years, there’s a certain element we 
want to keep within expectations 
and add a little bit from there,” 
said Wendt, who has taken over 
from founding director Margaret 
Miner. “To come in and undo any-
thing doesn’t seem to make a lot of 
sense.”

“People want to hear some new 
things, but not too new,” Wendt 
added. “They really want to feel 
like it’s Christmas. Here in Arizona, 

it’s even harder to get that feeling 
that Christmas is around the corner 
unless you’re intentional about it. I 
think these songs definitely kick off 
those memories, those emotions, 
those feelings that this IS the hol-
iday season even though we don’t 
have snow.”

Tickets are $30 for adults and 
$10 for youths age 18 and under.

Visit www.upscalesingers.com 
to purchase tickets.

ARTS

The Upscale Singers present their annual Christmas concert, this year titled “Christmas Memories in Song!” on Dec,. 13 and 14 at the Cactus Shadows Fine Arts Center in Scottsdale. (Courtesy Linda Sheeran, 
Upscale Singers)
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CAVE CREEK 
Fine Art & Wine

FESTIVAL

JAN
9-11

Friday through
Sunday

10 a.m. to
5 p.m.

Stagecoach Village: 7100 E. Cave Creek Rd. 
Cave Creek, AZ 85331 

vermillionpromotions.com

Kiwanis Club of Carefree 
to host Christmas event 

downtown
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Kiwanis Club of Carefree 
will transform downtown into a 
winter wonderland to host its annu-
al “Christmas for the Kids.” 

The event will take place Sat-
urday, Dec. 6 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and it is free for all to attend.

The event is powered by Kiwan-
is volunteers and local high school 
students who come together each 
year to spread holiday magic.

With more than 1,000 expected 
to attend, guests can experience:

• A visit with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus — perfect for holiday photos.

• Live animal encounters featur-
ing Arizona creatures.

• Miniature ponies.

• Hayrides through the festive 
sights of Carefree.

• Hot dogs, cotton candy, and 
popcorn.

• Face painting, balloon art, and 
games for all ages.

• Hourly bicycle giveaways — 
over 50 brand-new bikes will be 
raffled off by age group. Winners 
must be present to claim their priz-
es.

“This event is pure joy,” Kiwan-
is Club President Gordon Minns 
shared in a release. “It brings to-
gether families, volunteers, and lo-
cal students to create a truly special 
day for the community.”

For more information or to get 
involved, visit kiwaniscarefree.org.

Attendees at the 2024 Kiwanis Club of Carefree Christmas event. The 2025 event takes place Dec. 6 
in downtown Carefree. (Courtesy of Jen Miles/TechFourLife)

KIDS
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Desperados, a nonprofit organi-
zation committed to land, wildlife and 
environmental conservation, as well 
as cultural enrichment in and around 
the Desert Mountain community, 
announced two philanthropic grants 
to Carefree Park and to the Sonoran 
Arts League. The presentations were 
made during a Nov. 10 event in Desert 
Mountain.

The Desperados contributions sup-
port two efforts in the neighboring 
Desert Mountain community. Carefree 
Park is working to acquire the last re-
maining 48-acres of accessible Sonoran 
Desert in Carefree to preserve it for all to 
enjoy. The Sonoran Arts League is an 
arts organization dedicated to actively 
advancing art, artists and art education.

Since the Desperados were formed 
in 2016, the group has supported neigh-
bors who share and promote its mission 
with more than $200,000 in grants, in-
cluding regional museums and art orga-
nizations, land trusts and government 
agencies, wildlife and environmental 
conservancies and outdoor recreation 
associations.

About the desperados
The Desperados were founded in 

2016 when two outdoor enthusiasts re-
alized the potential to protect a 3,000-
acre wilderness preserve for the Desert 
Mountain community by establishing a 
carefully developed trails system. The 
trails were master planned and devel-
oped over a decade, modeled after the 
McDowell Sonoran Preserve trail sys-
tem. The result is a magnificent, private 
25-mile stacked loop trails system that 
won the national “Best New Trails” 
award from American Trails. Since 
then, many other trails amenities have 
followed.

“The Desperados applaud the efforts 
of both Carefree Park and the Sonoran 

Arts League,” Desperados co-founder 
and vice president Troy Gillenwater 
said. “Carefree Park’s work to pre-
serve a pristine parcel of desert and 
the Sonoran Arts League’s mission of 
advancing the arts are in perfect align-
ment with our values. The Desperados 
are proud partners of both organizations 
and support the great work they are 
doing throughout the Desert Foothills 
community.”

Over the years, the Desperados grew 
into an outdoor enthusiast group with 
several hundred members. In time, 

Desperados philanthropy extended into 
the Tonto Foothills region, supporting 
17 like-minded philanthropic organiza-
tions dedicated to preserving the natu-
ral environment. Today the Desperados 
are a 501(c) (3) organization comprised 
of volunteer leaders, active steward 
members and celebrated contributors 
all focused on furthering the Despera-
dos’ mission.

About carefree park
Carefree Park is a 501 (c) (3) non-

profit organization with the mission of 
acquiring, preserving and making ac-
cessible to the community the last re-
maining 48-acres of accessible Sonoran 
Desert in Carefree, Arizona. Supporters 
are volunteers who love the natural look 
and feel of the Sonoran Desert and who 
are committed to preserving the land as 
open space for all to enjoy.

“There is a sense of urgency to save 
this parcel of land in Carefree,” Carefree 
Park co-founder and president Wendy 
Mattes said. “We are especially grate-
ful to the Desperados for their financial 
support, and perhaps more importantly, 
for their encouragement and moral sup-
port.”

According to Mattes, the organiza-
tion’s primary objective is to acquire 
the land for the benefit of future genera-
tions. Carefree Park is cultivating public 

and private partnerships, conducting 
fundraising activities and accepting do-
nations and pledges from individuals, 
corporations and foundation grants. 
Carefree Park’s strongest commitment 
is toward preservation of this land, 
which is home to hundreds of ancient 
saguaros, natural Sonoran Desert vege-
tation and is a thriving wildlife habitat 
and wildlife corridor.

About the sonoran arts league
The Sonoran Arts League is a 

non-profit 501 (c) (3), volunteer-based, 
arts service organization dedicated to 
actively advancing art, artists and art 
education. The League, celebrating its 
50th year, began in 1975 as an informal 
gathering of local artists who put on art 
shows under the Tamarisk groves in 
Cave Creek. Today, the organization 
has grown to over 550 members.

“The Sonoran Arts League’s vision 
is to inspire a life of art in our commu-
nity,” Sonoran Arts League president 
David Court said. “The generous sup-
port from our friends, the Desperados, 
helps make it possible for us to provide 
high-quality art and helps to fund edu-
cational programs for a broad spectrum 
of constituents, including free classes for 
Veterans and youth.”

Notable programs impacting target 
groups include: Hidden in the Hills 
Artist Studio Tour, which offers op-
portunities for the public to learn about 
artists’ techniques from 165 artists at 41 
studios; Empty Bowls, benefiting the 
Foothills Food Bank; scholarships for 
graduating high school Seniors, year-
round free youth art classes; art events, 
mentoring and workshops for youth; 
Art in Public Places, bringing free art 
events and exhibits to the general pub-
lic; a Veteran Art Program with free art 
classes and exhibits for military veter-
ans; and art classes and workshops for 
community members.

DESPERADOS

Location of proposed Carefree Park. (Submitted 
Photo/Carefree Park)

Left to right: John Crane, Carefree Mayor; Troy Gillenwater, Desperados; Sharon Wong, Desperados; 
Wendy Mattes, Carefree Park; David Court, Sonoran Arts League; Robert Borsch, Desperados. (Sub-
mitted Photo/Desperados)

Desert Mountain’s land preservation group supports neighboring community
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Desert Hills Presbyterian ChurchDesert Hills Presbyterian Church
34605 N. Tom Darlington Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 

480-488-3384   •  www.deserthills.org480-488-3384   •  www.deserthills.org

SOUNDS OF THE SEASONSOUNDS OF THE SEASON

DECEMBER 7 DECEMBER 7 atat 4:00 PM 4:00 PM
FREE EVENT!FREE EVENT!

Experience the magic of Christmas with a Experience the magic of Christmas with a 
spectacular musical performance featuring spectacular musical performance featuring 

the Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir, Salt River the Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir, Salt River 
Brass Quintet, Fountain Hills Saxophone Brass Quintet, Fountain Hills Saxophone 

Quartet, orchestra and more!Quartet, orchestra and more!

Desert Hills Presbyterian ChurchDesert Hills Presbyterian Church
34605 N. Tom Darlington Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 34605 N. Tom Darlington Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 

480-488-3384   •  www.deserthills.org480-488-3384   •  www.deserthills.org

Join us in celebrating Join us in celebrating 
Christ this Season!

Advent 
Traditional Services
Join us at 9 am or 10:30 am

November 30 - “HOPE”
December 7 - “FAITH”
December 14 - “LOVE”

December 21 - “PEACE”

Christmas Eve 
Services Dec. 24

“Celebrating the Birth of Christ”
3 pm - Family Candlelight Service

5 pm - Candlelight Service 
7 pm - Candlelight Service

(In-person and livestreamed)

Desert Hills Presbyterian ChurchDesert Hills Presbyterian Church
34605 N. Tom Darlington Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 34605 N. Tom Darlington Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 

480-488-3384   •  www.deserthills.org480-488-3384   •  www.deserthills.org

Candlelight Service ofCandlelight Service of
Refl ection and HealingRefl ection and Healing

Presented by Walking Beside Ministry

Are you feeling sadness, loss or grief this 
holiday season? All are welcome to fellowship 
with us in this spiritual service of healing that 

encourages and o� ers hope as we celebrate the 
peace of Christ’s healing love.

Dec. 21 • 5-6pmDec. 21 • 5-6pm
Complimentary light supper to be Complimentary light supper to be 

o� ered. RSVP by calling the church o� ered. RSVP by calling the church 
o�  ce at 480-488-3384.o�  ce at 480-488-3384.

Christmas 
Worship Guide 2025

I N D E P E N D E N T 
N E W S M E D I A ’ S
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LOCAL ROOFING COMPANY SINCE 2000 

Deck Coating Systems • Caulking 
Roof Restoration • Waterproofing 

COMMERCIAL / INDUSTRIAL / RESIDENTIAL 
ROC CR42-155140 & CR5-165098 

480-595-5590 

COMPLETE     
AND WATERPROOFING

ROOFING

YourValley.net

Daily news at 
your fi ngertips.
Sign up for your daily 
newsletter today.

Carefree town councilmembers want suggestions  
for Town Hall redevelopment

By Maya McFall
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

An open house to discuss the 
future of the Carefree Town Hall 
took place Nov. 6 at Town Council 
Chambers, 33 Easy St.

Town council members were 
at stations during the community 
event to discuss ideas for the rede-
velopment of the Town Hall build-
ing at 8 Sundial Circle. The build-
ing currently generates no sales tax 
revenue, according to the town’s 
website.

The Town Hall is part of the 2023 
Village Center Redevelopment plan 
to “restore and enhance the eco-
nomic vibrancy of the Village Cen-
ter in a way that supports the long-
term viability and sustainability of 
the entire Carefree community,” ac-
cording to the redevelopment plan.

No budget has been set for the 
project as the council awaits com-
munity feedback.

Community members can fill out 
a written survey during the open 
house to share their suggestions.

“We’re really just trying to gar-
ner feedback and suggestions from 
the community on what they would 
like to see at this site,” said Madi-

syn Garret, the council’s communi-
cations manager, during the Nov. 4 
council meeting.

Proposed ideas include turning 
the property into a restaurant, retail 
storefronts or extra parking.

Councilmember Sheila Amoroso, 
expressing her support for redevel-
oping the Town Hall, described the 
building as a “prime piece of real es-
tate.”

“Exploring the options makes 

sense to just start and move for-
ward,” Amoroso said. “It can be an 
entrance, an iconic building that 
draws the eye in to see the rest of 
the gem that…is not visible from the 
street.”

Councilmember Lon Johnson 
echoed Amoroso’s vision for the 
town.

“I think it’s holistically under-
standing what we do best, why 
people come here, and having that 

plan,” he said. “I think if we do that, 
we can sell this town.”

The Town Hall redevelopment is 
one of Carefree’s newest construc-
tion projects, following the develop-
ment of Stagecreek Estates and the 
Carefree Quarter.

Resolution 2025-18 for the replat 
of a final plat for Stagecreek Estates 
was voted on and approved unani-
mously by council during the Nov. 
4 meeting.

COUNCIL

An open house to discuss the future of the Carefree Town Hall took place Nov. 6, at Town Council Chambers, 33 Easy St. Submitted Photo/Town of Carefree
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INSTALLATION
HALFPRICE
SALE

All flooring
types!

up to

NO
INTEREST

60
MONTHS

DADDYFLOOR
SEXY FLOORING AFFORDABLE PRICES QUALITY INSTALL

35$

ROOM SALE*

VINYL PLANK    LAMINATE    WOOD    TILE    CARPETVINYL PLANK    LAMINATE    WOOD    TILE    CARPET

Lifetime Labor Warranty*

Worry Free Guarantee*
(You break it, we fix it, within 1 yr)

Wholesale Pricingto the Public!
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SALESALE

DADDY

F R E E  A I R  D U C T  C L E A N I N G
with qualified Flooring Purchase*

(602) 691-4610
Call today for a FREE in-home consultation.

www.FloorDaddy.com

call or text

SELECT STYLES & PRODUCTS*

ROC 352055

Licensed bonded and insured.

Must present a coupon or ad at the time of initial appointment. Offers are first appointment incentives only and only good if both
decision-makers are present. Cannot combine offers. $35 room sale, must buy the largest room at regular price, each additional room,
$35 for product only. Must pay for labor. 12x15 is min size to be included. Rooms greater in size or using upgraded flooring will add
additional costs. Does not include stairs or rip up. Financing is based on approved credit. $5,500 min purchase for free air duct cleaning.

SAVE ADDITIONAL

750750OFF*$

FlooringFlooring
OFFER
CODE
0383

ChristmasChristmas

PET & CHILD PROOF FLOORINGPET & CHILD PROOF FLOORING
Scratch & Stain resistant*
Waterproof f�ooring*Waterproof flooring*

FREE in-ho�e shoppingFREE in-home shopping

Senior Citizens, First Responders, Te���ers, Mi�i

Gov G���add’ 10% OFF!*

Senior Citizens, First Responders, Teachers, Military

Gov GET add’ 10% OFF!*

Lifetime Labor Warranty*

Wholesale Pricingto the Public!INSTALLATION
All flooringAll flooring
types!types!All flooring
types!All flooring

up to

NO
INTEREST

60up to60up to

MONTHS

Senior Citizens, First Responders, Teachers, Military
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Town Council 
passes hotel,  

bed tax increase  
to little fanfare

By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Town Council 
unanimously approved increasing 
the town’s hotel tax by 2% up to 5% 
and the bed tax by 1% up to 5% at 
its meeting on Tuesday night.

“It’s a tourist town so you know 
we we’re largely dependent (on tax-
es),” councilmember Tom McGuire 
said. “We don’t have 
a town property tax, 
and that’s a benefit to 
those that have these 
short-term rentals. So 
I think this is a very 
good idea. It’s not a 
huge increase.”

Town Finance Director Cherie 
White presented the council again 
with the same presentation that 
was given back in October with no 
changes made.

The town is able to make the tax 
increases without having limitations 
on what the tax is used for. Any-
thing over a 2% increase, and those 
tax revenues must be directly ap-
plied to promotion of tourism.

The tax code defines a “hotel” as 
public or private hotel, inn, hostelry, 
tourist home, house, motel, rooming 
house, apartment house, trailer, or 
other lodging place offering lodging, 
wherein the owner thereof, for com-
pensation, furnishes lodging to any 
transient.

And a “transient” is defined as 
any person who either at the per-
son’s own expense or at the expense 
of another obtains lodging space or 

CAVE CREEK

Cave Creek customers will likely see price hike  
in water rates

By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Town Council 
on Tuesday put plans in motion to in-
crease the water rate for customers of 
Cave Creek Water, Desert Hills Water 
and Cave CreekWastewater system.

The 7-0 vote to increase the rate by 
6% will results in water bill increases 
to most of the 5,500 customers Cave 
Creek serves.

The votes sets in motion the pro-
cess to increase the rates in February of 
2026. A written report will be released 
to the town’s customer on Nov. 7, and a 
public hearing on the rate increase will 
take place Jan. 6, 2026 with adoption of 
the rate increase at that meeting.

Also included in the rate increase is 
a new tiered system, where the top lev-
el comes cown from 50,000 gallons per 
month to 40,000 and creates a new tier 
from 0 to 4,000 gallons per month.

The council decided against adding 
a water resource fee, which was first 
discussed in the Oct. 15 work study 
session, saying it needed more real data 
to decide whether a resource fee should 
be added to customers’ bills. The coun-
cil also decided against going to a sea-
sonal rate, seeing that there was not 
much change to customers’ bills, with 
the rate on increasing minimally, and 
councilmembers decided there wasn’t 
enough gain in revenues to justify the 
seasonal rate.

“I mean, we’ve squeezed blood from 
that turnip already. So I think 6%’s a 
pretty reasonable increase based on the 
cost we’re incurring,” councilmemeber 
Dusty Rhoades said.

The residential customers in the first 
three tiers under Cave Creek water will 
see a modest 3-4% increase while the 
top end customers will see between 

a 17-19% increase in their bill. Cave 
Creek water has nearly 2,000 custom-
ers, with nearly 1,850 customer with-
in the first three tiers of the new plan. 
Cave Creek Water also has 200 com-
mercial customers, who will also see 
their rates increased as well.

Most customers on the Desert Hills 
water system, however, will see a de-
crease in their bills, between 1 and 7%. 
Customers at the highest tiers on Des-
ert Hills water will see a 1% increase in 
their bills.

Of Desert Hills’ 1,800 customers, 
just over 1,500 of its customers would 
see the decrease in their bill. 

Mayor Robert Morris Rhoades 
couldn’t figure out why there are resi-
dential customers that are using an acre 
foot of water (approximtely 325,000 
gallons) per month.

“It just seems like that’s problem-
atic,” Rhoades said. “Particularly as 
we’re facing massive shortages here. 
We need to talk to anybody that’s over 
40,000 gallons.”

“There’s a difference between com-
mercial and residential in my view be-
cause the problem in Arizona is out-

door water use,” Morris added. “And 
when you’re that high, it’s highly un-
likely that you’re using that much wa-
ter indoor.”

Rhoades asked Cave Creek Utilites 
Service Director Shawn Kreuzwiesner 
if there was a way to control the highest 
users from using too much water.

“There are actually some jurisdic-
tions who through conservation have 
actually given customers both instanc-
es,” Kreuzwiesner said. “One example 
we looked into is actually in California 
where they go out with their customers 
and actually give them a yearly annu-
al balance, and if they go over that and 
they don’t throttle back after being no-
tified three times they’ll actually go put 
a reducer on.”

Utiliies Advisory Committee chair-
man William Sullivan expressed con-
cern over the fact the committee did not 
have much say when it came to setting 
the rates and wopuld like to see more 
interaction between the committee and 
the council in the next rate study.

“One of the things that we would 
ask in the next go around is to create a 
process that we can be involved in, and 
that means seeing the data that they’re 
considering before they come up with 
recommendations to you so we can 
have input right away,” Sullivan said. 
“We never saw a cost of service study. 
We never saw what customers were 
using what so that we could help really 
define what rates should be proposed.”

“So it’s pretty important to keep us 
involved if you want a meaningful rec-
ommendation from the committee,” 
Sullivan added.

Sullivan said the committee was 
supportive of the recommendations 
brought forth to the council from the 
previous work study.

Cave Creek Mayor Robert Morris speaks at a 
recent Cave Creek Town Council meeting. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia/Jeff Wendt)

COSTS

Cynthia Driskell

• See Bed tax on page 31
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In 30 Minutes I Had a Plan for My Shoulder Pain that 
Didn’t Require Surgery or Pills

By Shoulder Pain Expert, 
Dr. Matthew Hernandez

ETHOS INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE

“I was losing sleep. I couldn’t get 
comfortable at night and would wake 
up constantly. That was the most frus-
trating part. Everything I was told to 
do was not helping… the pain was only 
getting worse.”

Tim, 46, came to us aft er exhausting 
every option outside of surgery. A 
competitive volleyball player, energetic 
entrepreneur, and father to two boys, 
Tim took pride in his active lifestyle and 
was determined to fi nd a solution for his 
shoulder pain.  

Ice packs and heat compresses were 
no longer helpful, and relying on 
pain-pills was not an option he want-

ed to take. He committed to physical 
therapy for several weeks with little 
impact, tried dry needling and corti-
sone injections without success, and 
was ultimately told by multiple doc-
tors to stop all activity that aggravated 
his arm. Tim had done everything his 
insurance allowed but was still stuck at 
square one.

WHAT THE OTHER DOCTORS MISSED…
Tim had fallen into what we call “The 
Gap”— where insurance-based care 
cycles with no end in sight, surgery 
isn’t an option, and waiting for the 
pain to get worse seems like the only 
choice. Most providers only look for 
what they know how to treat. But our 
comprehensive ‘Deep Dive’ approach 
and expertise allowed us to bridge that 
gap for Tim.

Using a detailed pain profi le, 32-point 
shoulder inspection, MSK ultrasound 
scan, and diagnostic injection, we 
were able to confi rm Tim’s SC Joint 
injury and quickly develop a targeted 
treatment plan to heal the damaged 
tissue.

A COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTION, NO 
SURGERY OR PILLS
In just 4 weeks, the pain improved 
signifi cantly, allowing Tim to regain 
his range of motion, sleep soundly at 
night, and return to the sport he loves:

“My body is performing better than 
before, and I have resumed playing 
volleyball — something I didn’t think 
I would ever be able to do again! If 
you’re tired of the ‘just hope for the 
best’ from many in the medical fi eld, 
and want a complete set of options, 

Ethos Integrative Medicine is the 
place to go.”

YOUR NEXT STEP: THE DEEP DIVE FOR A 
PAIN-FREE SHOULDER
You’re one step away from a pain-free 
shoulder, too! Imagine being able to 
comfortably sleep in your side again, 
play catch with your kid, or put on a 
t-shirt without pain…

Call 480-573-6171 to schedule 
your Deep Dive with our specialists 
at Ethos Integrative Medicine and 
scan the �R 
code to access 
our free report, 
“Shoulder 
SOS: The 
Expert Guide to 
Decoding Your 
Pain.”

Sponsored Content

Call 888-357-9745 or visit HaleGroves.com/H6YG42
Mention Code H6YG42 for your savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SINCE 1947  -  HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966 IC: H6YG42

SAVE OVER 

52%
includes shipping

REG. $49.99

NOW 
$3499

+$7.99
shipping

This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and 
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or 
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine 
and sweetness straight to your door.

SAVE OVER 

46% 
BONUS DEAL! 

NOW $2999
+$7.99 
shipping

REG. 
$39.99  

#485X Hale Select Gift Box

#483X | Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box

EXPERIENCE THE FREEDOM
OF A PAIN-FREE SHOULDER:

1. Ethos Pain Profile: Identifying the specific characteristics of your pain 
is the first step to pinpointing exactly where it’s coming from.

2. 32-Point Shoulder Inspection: We thoroughly inspect the movements 
causing pain, taking us one step closer to eliminating your discomfort.

3. Precision Shoulder Scan: Our advanced in-office MSK ultrasound scan 
provides a detailed, real-time view of your shoulder’s structures.

4. Ethos Pain Map: A diagnostic injection to confirm the source of pain.

5. Easy-To-Understand Explanation: No complex terms — Just an honest 
breakdown of your diagnosis, and a personalized strategy to achieve relief.

6. Leave You Better Promise: If by the end of the visit you do not have a 
better understanding of your pain or what your options are moving forward 
we will give you a full refund on your visit.

Get Out Of Pain TODAY: Call 480-573-6171 to Get Started 
with your Deep Dive at Ethos Integrative Medicine!
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Come Celebrate
Cave Creek’s

History
Friday, January 9

10:00 a.m.
Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area

44000 N. Spur Cross Road

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Apache Junction • January 7, 2026 • Central Arizona College 
Surprise • January 27, 2026 • The Colonnade

Litchfield Park/Goodyear • Feb. 18, 2026 • Tuscany Falls  Ballroom
Chandler • February 24, 2026 • Sun Lakes Country Club

Peoria • March 26, 2026 • Westbrook Village
SunCity West • April 22, 2026 • SCW Foundation

Sun City • May 4, 2026 • Sundial Rec Center
Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade

Cave Creek Unified looks at new calendar 
with longer breaks for next year
By Maya McFall

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A Cave Creek Unified School Dis-
trict committee is proposing a new 
calendar with longer spring and fall 
breaks starting next year.

The committee, led by CCUSD 
Director of Student Services Jill Sar-
raino, proposed a 2-2-2 schedule to 
the Cave Creek school board at the 
Nov. 18 governing board meeting.

A 2-2-2 schedule refers to a calen-
dar school year that has two weeks of 
fall break, two weeks of winter break, 
and two weeks of spring break. The 
committee created example calendars 
for the next three years that would 
implement this schedule.

This schedule provides more fre-
quent breaks throughout the school 
year but shortens summer break from 
10 to 8 weeks. With this change, the 
2026-27 school year would begin July 
27.

Sarraino, presenting the proposed 
change, said, “through collaborative, 
transparent, and data-informed plan-
ning, the committee believes that our 
recommendation builds a positive 
and equitable educational experience 
for all.”

The potential benefits of such a 
change, Sarraino said, could include:

• Attracting potential employees by 
providing more frequent work breaks 

• Reduced loss of learning over the 
summer.

• Having solid mental health breaks 
for students and staff.

• Allowing families the freedom to 
travel more often.

Concerns about the new sched-
ule discussed during the committee 
meetings, Sarraino said, include:

• Summer break will be shortened 
for vacationing families.

• Students who rely on food assis-

tance may experience gaps in access 
to daily meal services.

• It could negatively affect some 
special needs students who rely heav-
ily on consistent schedules and struc-
tured routine.

Sarraino addressed the concerns 
and assured the board that families 
will still have the same amount of 
time off, it would just be dispersed 
more throughout the year.

According to Sarraino, 14% of 
students at CCUSD qualify for food 
assistance.

“The district will collaborate 
closely with Child Nutrition to de-
velop a comprehensive plan ensuring 
that any student in need continues to 
receive appropriate assistance,” Sar-
raino said.

For students with special needs, 
the 2-2-2 schedule would align bet-
ter with those families, Sarraino ex-
plained.

“ESS will develop individualized 
plans, aligned with each student’s 
IEP and specific needs, to ensure ap-
propriate support for the small per-
centage of students who may be im-
pacted,” said Sarraino.

Cave Creek Unified School District’s governing 
board building 33016 N. 60th Street, Scotts-
dale. (Maya McFall/Independent Newsmedia)

SCHOOLS

• See Calendar on page 31
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CALL 1-888-718-6608
O R  V I S I T P I T T M A N D A V I S . C O M / P 6 Y G 2 3
Order Item #PTZX, mention Code P6YG23

PITTMAN & DAVIS • HARLINGEN, TX 78552 IC: P6YG23

SAVE 
32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

#PTZX Christmas Tree Pretzels
Crisp, golden pretzels shaped like cheerful 

Christmas trees are dipped in smooth, creamy white 

confectioner’s coating, then sprinkled with merry 

red and green accents for a treat as beautiful as it 

is delicious. Presented in our exclusive Pittman & 

Davis holiday tin, these festive sweets are perfect for 

sharing, gifting, or brightening up your holiday table.

• Pretzels covered 
in creamy white 
confectioner’s coating

• Decorated with festive 
red-and-green sprinkles

• Just the right balance of 
salty and sweet fl avors

• Presented in a Pittman 
& Davis exclusive citrus 
holiday tin

Chanukah in Carefree announces 
2025 celebration schedule

For the ninth consecutive year, 
Chanukah in Carefree invites the 
community to gather for its weeklong 
holiday celebration at the Sanderson 
Lincoln Pavilion in the Carefree Des-
ert Gardens. The festivities will take 
place each evening beginning 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14, through Sun-
day, Dec. 21.

The event features the nightly 
lighting of a 6 ½-foot Chanukiah (me-
norah), traditional Chanukah songs 
and themed programs hosted by local 
organizations. Guests can enjoy latkes, 
sufganiyot, coffee, hot chocolate and 
apple cider each evening.

A silent auction will also bene-
fit this year’s Spirit in Giving recip-
ient, the Hilton Family Holocaust 
Education Center. Winners will be 
announced on the last night of Cha-
nukah.

Mayor John Crane invites the en-
tire community to experience this 
cultural holiday event.

 “Chanukah in Carefree will offer 
a great line up of events this year,” he 
said. “We strive to bring the commu-
nity together and bring the lights of 
the holiday to each and every family. 
Please join us.”

 2025 Schedule of Events:
Sunday, Dec. 14 – Community 

Night: Hosted by the Carefree Cave 
Creek Chamber of Commerce, fea-
turing the mayors of Carefree and 
Cave Creek, local businesses and a 
performance by the Cactus Shadows 
Honors Choir under the direction of 
Karen Dolezal.

Monday, Dec. 15 – Family 
Night: Presented by the Center for 
Jewish Philanthropy, with games, 
crafts and music by Israeli musician 
Erez Kessler. PJ Library will provide 

free books and activities for children.
Tuesday, Dec. 16 – Chanukah 

Around the World: Temple Chai 
presents global Chanukah food and 
music with Cantors Sharona Feller 
and Tanya Greenblatt and the Tem-
ple Chai adult and children’s choirs.

Wednesday, Dec. 17 – Kids Light 
Up the Night: Hosted by five local 
nonprofits including the Cave Creek 
Museum, Desert Foothills Library, 
Desert Foothills Land Trust, Sonoran 
Arts League and the Kiwanis Club of 
Carefree. Live music by Cantorial so-
loist Sharon Friendly.

Thursday, Dec. 18 – Family Fun 
Night: Hosted by Chabad of Anthem 
and the North Valley, featuring a ma-
gician, holiday treats and kids’ activ-
ities.

Friday, Dec. 19 – Rocking Shab-
bat Chanukah: Temple Kol Ami’s 
celebration with Rabbi Schneider, 
Cantor Noa, the Temple Kol Ami 
Congregational Band and the Bau-
man family.

Saturday, Dec. 20 – Chanukah 
Havdalah: Congregation Kehillah 
with Rabbi Bonnie Sharfman and Is-
raeli guitarist Erez Kessler.

Sunday, Dec. 21 – Closing 
Night: Hosted by the Phoenix Ho-
locaust Association, featuring Holo-
caust survivor and speaker Dr. Mi-
chael Markson.

This year’s celebration is made 
possible through the support of the 
Kiwanis Club of Carefree, the Center 
for Jewish Philanthropy, APS, Spirit 
in the Desert and Temple Chai.

The event is free, open to all faiths 
and held outdoors with enhanced se-
curity measures.

For more information, visit Cha-
nukahinCarefree.com.

EVENTS
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Your Local A/C, Heating and Plumbing Experts

“We have a combined 45 years of 
experience and strive to provide the very 
best service to all our clients. We believe 
we can provide top notch customer service 
that is unmatched in the Valley market.”

Your Local A/C, Heating and Plumbing Experts
Call Today: 480-489-3210

fourseasonshs.com
ROC #: R-39 081504 & C-79 081513

Free 2nd Opinion on any major repairs!

“We have a combined 45 years of experience and 
strive to provide the very best service to all our clients. 
We believe we can provide top notch customer service 
that is unmatched in the valley market.”

Your Local A/C, Heating and Plumbing Experts
Call Today: 480-489-3210

fourseasonshs.com
ROC #: R-39 081504 & C-79 081513

Free 2nd Opinion on any major repairs!

“We have a combined 45 years of experience and 
strive to provide the very best service to all our clients. 
We believe we can provide top notch customer service 
that is unmatched in the valley market.”

FREE 2nd Opinion on any major repairs!

Call Today: 480-489-3210
fourseasonshs.com

ROC #: R-39 081504 & C-79 081513

ASK US 
about how to 
qualify for a 

$2,000 
tax credit 

for a heat pump

CROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

CLUES ACROSS
1. Dough made from corn 	
flour
5. Rise
11. Gratitude
14. A low wall
15. Kidnap
18. A cup golfers want to win
19. Outgoing
21. “Partner” to flow
23. Former Michigan coach 	
Brady
24. Proverb
28. Gasteyer and de Armas 
are two
29. Helps a body recover
30. Baseball Cy Young winner
32. Very fast airplane
33. Offensive baseball stat
35. Body of water
36. Record of one’s heartbeat
39. Signs a contract
41. Atomic #24
42. Bind securely
44. French Jesuit theologian
46. Fragrant brown balsam
47. Post office box
49. Sells tickets at inflated 

prices
52. Places to hang coats
56. Jewish salutation
58. Yellow fruits
60. Poorly educated
62. Microorganism
63. Talk show host Barrymore
 
CLUES DOWN
1. A way to plan
2. Three-banded armadillo
3. Mobile
4. Romanian city
5. Making sour
6. Take a seat
7. “The Golden State”
8. When you hope to arrive 9. 
Pointed ends of pens
10. Extinct flightless bird
12. Sharp-pointed dueling 
sword
13. Nape of neck
16. Problems (Spanish slang)
17. Narrow carpet
20. To avoid the risk of
22. Spiritual academic 
degree (abbr.)
25. Equally

26. Traditional cars still
need it
27. Eligible voters
29. Greek alphabet letter
31. Body part
34. Referee-declared 
outcome
36. Means to moving money
37. Popular footwear brand
38. Cockatoo
40. NFL’s big game
43. Botswana currencies
45. News-reporting organi-
zation
48. Batman villain
50. Urgent request
51. Not all
53. Hallmark’s specialty
54. Knot in a tree
55. Satisfy
57. Notable space station
58. Baby’s dining accessory
59. Stitch clothing
61. __ and behold

 SOLUTION ON PAGE 30
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Residential & Commercial 44 Years in the Valley

Family Owned & Operated

Call Phillips Roofi ng for Honesty, Quality, 
Fair Pricing and Warranties Like No Other!

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING
• Wood Shingle • Wood Shake
• Asphalt Shingle • Hot Asphalt 
• Tile (all types) • Modifi ed Bitumen

• Coating • Metal Decra

• No Job Too Big 
or Too Small

• 2 to 25 Year 
Warranties

• Labor & Material

FREE Estimates | 623-873-1626

Licensed,  Bonded, 
Insured

ROC 223367 CR 42

Arizona Contractor
Licensed Since 2006

We Service Entire 
Valley Area and Beyond

ONLINE PUZZLES!
$1 for the first month with digital subscription

YourValley.net/puzzle

at YourValley.net
INDEPENDENT

DAILY

FUN BY THE NUMBERS
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku.  

This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked  
from the moment you square off, so sharpen  

your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid,  

broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku,  
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row,  

column and box. Each number can appear only  
once in each row, column and box. You can figure  

out the order in which the numbers will appear  
by using the numeric clues already provided  
in the boxes. The more numbers you name,  

the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SOLUTION ON PAGE 30

SUDOKU BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Employment
WWee’’rree  HHiirriinngg  
  NNaaiill  TTeecchhnniicciiaannss

PPeerrffeecctt  1100  NNaaiill  SSppaa
6528 E. Cave Creek Rd

Cave Creek AZ
Full or Part-Time

Join our vibrant team at

PPeerrffeecctt  1100!!  
We’re Looking for

Talented Nail
Technicians Who Love

Creating Beautiful Nails 
Perform Manicures

Pedicures, and 
Nail Enhancements

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::
Licensed Nail Technician

 Friendly Professional
Attitude

Flexible Schedule
Great Team Environment

Potential for Growth
AAppppllyy  TTooddaayy!!

Send Your Resume to
amyspradlin77@gmail.com

Or Call: 

602-684-1049

Pets/Supplies

Yorkie Puppies
Four Females born

9/30/25. Registered.
Black/Tan. 

Beautiful non-shedding,
no-mat hair coats.

Available Now.
303-842-4783

AC/Heating

Desert Foothills

480-595-0938

Local Family Owned and Operated

www.desertfoothillsac.com

Specialties Include:
• All Makes and Models
• Service and Repairs
• Installations
• Air Conditioning Units
• Furnaces
• Split Systems
• Heating Pumps
• Package Units
• Mini Splits

Air Conditioning and Heating

Cleaning

SYLVIA'S
CLEANING

Residential
Cleaning

--MMoonntthhllyy  **OOnnee  ttiimmee
--SSeeaassoonnaall  rreennttaallss

--MMoovvee  IInn  //  MMoovvee  OOuutt
--IInncceennttiivveess  ooffffeerreedd

660022--337777--22882222

Cleaning
ROSY CLEANING

SERVICE
- Professional
- Dependable

-15 Yrs Experience
- Long-time clientele

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn
Short-term rentals,

Townhouses,
Move-in/Move-out,

Residential and
Business

NNooww  SSeerrvviinngg
Carefree, Paradise
Valley, Biltmore,

Arcadia, Old Town
Scottsdale, Kierland,
Gainey Ranch and

McCormick Ranch. 

Call Today
660022--332233--66666633

Announcement

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $45
for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

See m�e Classified Ads from �ound the Valley - Online at iniusa.�g/classifieds

����������������������

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classi�eds

BUSINESS
&

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Join the many
businesses that use our

Call us to advertise
Shop with Confidence! 

 

 

Search our classifieds 
for all your business 

and professional service needs!
Tell our advertisers you saw their

ad in the Independent!
 

iniusa.org/classifieds
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Collectibles

Stickhorse Collection
Donald Alberts Antiques

The Men's Corner
Živel Natural Creations

Trish Prawl 480.322.2486At Stagecoach Village

Visit our online store 24/7:
Stickhorsecollection.square.site

New Hours: Wed.-Sun. 11-6 • Oct-May
7100 E Cave Creek Road #139

Cave Creek, AZ 85331

www.stickhorsegallery.com

Come see what’s inside!
Fine Antiques • Bar Accessories

Art • Home Decor & Great Gift Ideas

NOW OPEN!

Concrete

~Arizona Crossings
~Custom Home Foundations
~Sidewalks/Driveways
~Retaining Wall Systems

sig@guentherconcrete.com
GguentherConcrete.com

Roc 184024

623-465-4990

Floor Coverings

Prima
Painting  LLC

QQuuaalliittyy  WWoorrkk  aatt
RReeaassoonnaabbllee  PPrriicceess
--IInntteerriioorr  &&  EExxtteerriioorr

PPaaiinnttiinngg
--CCaabbiinneett

RReeffiinniisshhiinngg
--EEppooxxyy  FFlloooorrss

--EEllaassttoommeerriicc  RRooooff
CCooaattiinngg

George Valnicek
480-939-9230

Licensed, Bonded,
Insured

Licensed #ROC318828

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Handyman

RESIDENTIAL PAINTINGRESIDENTIAL PAINTING
&&

FLAT ROOF COATINGFLAT ROOF COATING
• RESIDENTIAL PAINTING
• SMALL AND BIG PROJECTS
• QUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL WORK

CALL NOW:CALL NOW:
623-418-9627 
480-307-0134
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Handyman

HHAANNDDYYMMAANN
Home Repair Specialist

Plumbing -- Electric
Ceiling Fans -- Disposals

Drywall Repairs -- Etc.
Do-It-All <> No Job Too

Small
FREE ESTIMATES

Serving Cave Creek for
15 Years

Call PPAAUULL  448800--557755--11115566
Over 30 Years Experience

SAUL'S
SERVICES

WE OFFER:
*Clean-up
Services

*Hauling Services
*Landscape

Services
*Demolition

Services
623-210-5403

Handyman

WWOOOODDWWOORRKKIINNGG
  AANNDD  

HHAANNDDYYMMAANN  
SSEERRVVIICCEESS
  **CCuussttoomm

WWooooddwwoorrkkiinngg
PPrroojjeeccttss

**  MMaannyy  YYeeaarrss  ooff
EExxppeerriieennccee

**FFrreeee  EEssttiimmaatteess
CCaallll  DDoonn

660022--339900--00110099
NOCHE4@icloud.com

JON NYREN
CARPENTRY &
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

480-353-6469

• REPAIRS
• ELECTRIC  
• PAINTING  
• DRYWALL
•HOME WATCH
NO JOB TOO SMALL!!!
30 Yrs Exp • Not a Licensed 
Contractor • Fully Insured

nymanbuildit@gmail.com

Improvement
ABOVE AND

BEYOND
GLASS, LLC

Custom Glass 
Shower Doors & 

Enclosures, Window
Glass Replacement, 
Mirrors, Glass Table

 Tops & Shelves
Come visit our Custom

Glass Showroom
BEHIND THE DAIRY

QUEEN IN CAVE CREEK

448800--223355--66110011
aabboovveeaannddbbeeyyoonnddggllaassss..ccoomm

Landscaping

KINGSCAPE
Landscaping &
Maintenance

*Sprinkler Repair
*Tree Trimming
*Lot Clean Up

*Weed Prevention
*Rock Spreading
*Weekly/Biweekly

FREE Estimates
CCAALLLL  BBOOBB

623-297-3763 Cell
not a licensed contractor

Rabbitt
Landscape LLC
Maintenance Professionals

Sprinkler System, 
Yard Clean-up

Flagstone, Desert clean,
Gravel spread

Trees cut & clean
 Weekly, bi-weekly, 
one-time clean-ups

INSURED
Agustin:

602-576-4611
602-703-3112

not a licensed contractor

ProfessionalProfessional
Maintenance &Maintenance &
Trimming LLCTrimming LLC

For Your CompleteFor Your Complete
Landscaping Needs!Landscaping Needs!

- 25 Yr Exp.- 25 Yr Exp.
- Pavers- Pavers

- Tree Service- Tree Service
- Sprinklers- Sprinklers

- Maintenance- Maintenance
- One Time Clean Up- One Time Clean Up

We do it ALL!We do it ALL!
Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Call FranciscoCall Francisco

602-576-7855602-576-7855

Landscaping

LandscapingHandyman

Handyman

iniusa.org/classifieds • 623.972.6101

Independent Newsmedia
CLASSIFIEDS

Snap Up a Deal 
in the Classifieds

Call or 
go online 

to browse,
buy or 
sell! 

Shop with Confidence! 
 

 

Search our classifieds 
for all your business 

and professional service needs!
Tell our advertisers you saw their

ad in the Independent!
 

Call us for details
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

Post your Items for Sale                        
 at  

 iniusa.org/classifieds

Visit us online: iniusa.org/classifieds
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Landscaping

NATURALNATURAL
CHOICECHOICE

LANDSCAPING LLCLANDSCAPING LLC
FULL LANDSCAPE DESIGN

• Residential
• HOA Community Specialist
• Great Service  • Best Prices
• Sprinkler Installs, Repairs

• Low Voltage Lighting
• Block Walls, Pavers

• New Installs  • Tree Trimming
• Maintenance, etc.

• Iron Gates & Fencing
• Full Hauling Service

ROC # 304195
Licensed Bonded Insured

602-295-9198602-295-9198
naturalchoicellc@cox.net

Masonry
Avanti

Enterprise,
LLC

For all your Masonry,
Hardscape, & Tile needs,

Inside or Out. 
Property Management.

We also provide
cleanups & hauling

service
Call Avanti
Enterprise

480-634-7047
Licensed Bonded Insured

ROC #237212

Moving/Hauling

• Dump Truck Hauling Services 
• ¼’’ minus, ABC, Dirt, Sand, 
    Decorative Rock & other 
    Aggretgates  
• Direct from Quarry to You
• Formerly known as 
   Jody’s Trucking

Call for Your Next Project
480-689-9705

Masonry

Prima
Painting LLC

QQuuaalliittyy  WWoorrkk  aatt
rreeaassoonnaabbllee  pprriicceess

George Valnicek
480-939-9230

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Licensed #ROC318828

Painting

Dynamite
CCuussttoomm  PPaaiinnttiinngg

Interior, Exterior,
Re-paint Specialist,

Handyman, 
High Quality

Custom Work done
by Owner
FREE

Estimates
Licensed, 

Bonded, Insured
623-297-1059

ROC#167888

EXQUISITE
 PAINTING

6
0
2
-
5
2
1
-
2
6
6
2

10% OFF
Any home project for new 
and returning customers!
Expires 12/31/25

• Interior & Exterior
• Epoxy Coating
• Cabinet Refi nishing
• Stucco & Drywall Repair
• Wallpaper Hang/Removal
• Moulding Installation
• Flat Roof Coating

ROC #317015
ROC #345989

rightchoicepaintingaz.com

Plumbing

Cobra
Plumbing LLC

Drain Cleaning, 
Water Heater,

 Repaired or Replaced,
Disposals, 

Faucets, Toilets

AALLLL  PPLLUUMMBBIINNGG
RREEPPAAIIRRSS

602-663-8432

Plumbing

Plumbing Contractors Since 1984

Commercial - Residential - Industrial
BACKFLOW TESTING & REPAIRS

Matt Evangelista
P.O. Box 1417, Carefree, AZ 85377

805.423.0220
matt.evangelista@me.com

AZ-ROC 33890

Pool & Spa

CC&&CC  PPooooll
SSeerrvviiccee

Weekly Service &

Repairs

RRaatteess  SSttaarrtt  @@
$$113355//mmoo

All chemicals

included

Serving Cave Creek,

Carefree, 

N. Scottsdale

448800--443333--88998899

Propane

CHECK THE HEALTH OF  
YOUR PROPANE TANKS BEFORE 

THERE’S A PROBLEM!

Tina Peters

480.364.7035
Tina@PCPropane.com

www.pcpropane.com
Family Owned And Trusted

MAINTENANCE TIME!

COMPLIMENTARY
Gas Check and Cathodic Tests

Complimentary monitoring system.
 No delivery fees.* Call today!

*Must purchase propane.

24/7 Emergency Service: 800-307-0058
Prices of propane varies per tank size.

YOUR FLAME - OUR FUEL

Remodeling

MANNY'S
REMODELING

& REPAIRS,
LLC

Roof--Electrical
Plumbing-Carpentry

Framing--Drywall
Doors--Windows

Painting--Tile--Stone
Blockwalls--Stucco

Flooring--Pavers
Concrete--Iron Work

No Job Too Small

480-307-0134
Not a licensed

contractor

RemodelingPainting

Painting

PUZZLE ANSWERS
from page 26 & 27

Painting

Plumbing

Advertise in our Business
and Service directory and
connect with  thousands
of potential customers!

Call 623-972-6101 for details today.
iniusa.org/classifieds

Advertise 
Today
Call 

623-445-2700

Ge
t R

es
ul

ts
Ge

t R
es

ult
s

Advertise
Today!
Call

623-972-6101

 To Advertise 
CALL

623-972-6101

GET
 OUT

THERE
NOW!

Have ZERO business on your website?

Use a print ad to describe your services and drive people to your website.

put your website address here
Advertising gets results! Call 623-972-6101   YourValley.net



the use of lodging space on a daily 
or weekly basis, or on any other ba-
sis for less than 30 consecutive days. 
Anything over 30 days becomes a 
long-term rental.

The annual revenue increase es-
timated is $57,000 on each 1% in-
crease. So the town expects to see an 
increased revenue of approximately 
$171,000.

An example given by White 
showed that a hotel with 100 rooms 
and an average occupancy of 69% 
and a room rate of $150 a night would 
generate approximately $378,000 of 
tax revenue.

As far as the impact on the cus-
tomer, White gave the example of 
someone paying $150 a night would 
see their taxes increase from $10.50 
to $15 a night.

The tax revenues could help with 
the strain on the General Fund Re-
sources, such as the fire budget (set 
at $4.7 million), the streets funds 
budget ($2.4 million), and support 
the utility funds of Cave Creek 
Wastewater ($2.9 million), Cave 

Creek Water ($1.2 million) and Des-
ert Hills Water ($502,000).

After the tax increases, only sev-
en municipalities will have a bed tax 
higher than Cave Creek’s, and only 
four municipalities will have a hotel 
tax rate higher than Cave Creek’s.

The Arizona Department of Rev-
enue requires 60 days for a tax to be 
implemented instead of the normal 
30 days the town has to implement 
new taxes, so the tax increase will 
become official on Feb.1, 2026.

“I think one thing to consider is 
we don’t know in the upcoming ses-
sions what other legislative restric-
tions might be applied to a town’s 
ability to tax certain categories,” 
councilmember Cynthia Driskell 
said. “We lost the long-term rent-
al residential tax revenue, and it is 
certainly possible that we could lose 
other tax revenues depending on 
which way the wind blows in the 
legislature.”

“So, I think it’s a reasonable in-
crease,” Driskell added “It makes us 
maybe a little less competitive with 
immediate areas, but I think we’ll 
see other prices, market prices kind 
of support the properties that attract 
attention.”

ESS is an acronynm for Education-
al Support System which provides 
support to students with disabilities. 
An IEP is an Individualized Educa-
tion Program which helps students 
who require modified schedules.

The board will vote on the new 
schedule during the Dec. 9 board 
meeting. Doors open to the public at 
5:30 p.m. and the meeting begins 6 
p.m.

When asked for a comment about 
the potential new calendar change by 
the Cave Creek Independent, Super-
intendent Bill Dolezal said, “The cal-
endar committee did a great job com-

municating the benefits they believe 
a 2-2-2 calendar provides.”

“In my mind, the best thing I can do 
before retirement is leave the district I 
love on a trajectory of innovation and 
student-centered decision-making, 
setting up the next superintendent for 
success,” Dolezal said.

The 2025-26 school year is 
Dolezal’s final year serving as super-
intendent. The board moved to hire 
McPherson and Jacobson LLC for 
the superintendent search.

The company conducts nation-
al superintendent searches and has 
helped other districts such as Dysart 
Unified in 2017-18, Peoria Unified in 
2017-18, and Mesa Public Schools in 
2019-20.

Roofing

PPHHIILLIIPPSS
RROOOOFFIINNGG  LLLLCC
BONDED / INSURED

philipsroofing@cox.net

-All employees
verified

-Free estimates
valleywide

-40 years experience
in AZ

-Licensed contractor
since 2006

pphhiilliippssrrooooffiinngg..oorrgg
RESIDENTIAL  ROC223367

COMMERCIAL

662233--887733--11662266

AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE
RROOOOFFIINNGG

JML COATING LLC
Affordable Flat

Roof Re-Coats &
Repairs

Restoring Flat
Roofs for over 

15 yrs.
Locally Owned &

Operated
Call Joe

660022--330011--33553366
ROC#269277

55%%  DDiissccoouunntt  wwhheenn
yyoouu  mmeennttiioonn  tthhiiss  aadd

Most credit cards
accepted

Septic Systems

ADVANCED SEPTIC 
SOLUTIONS

“Family Owned Since 2008”

Please call for FREE Quote!
(623) 473-4769

Septic Certifications
Septic Inspections

Septic Repairs
Septic Installations

AZ State Inspector #14317ITC
AZ R.O.C. #  247028

Licensed, Bonded & Insured
NO HIDDEN CHARGES...

Flat Fees on all
Septic Certifications

www.septicaz.com

Upholstery

OUT WEST

Quality Upholstery 
22 Years Experience

Residential &
Commercial

"My Fabric or Yours"
480-390-2533

Robert Sexton
38252 W Jacqueline Dr.

Ste D
Cave Creek, AZ

Welding

MOBILE
WELDING &

FABRICATION
Better Call Saul

All types of Custom
Welding

*Gates * Fencing
*Pool Fencing

*Free Estimates
20 years experience

Work Guaranteed

623-210-5403

Windows
CAREFREE

CLARITY
PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  WWiinnddooww

CClleeaanniinngg
Luxury Home Specialists
SSeerrvviinngg  LLooccaallllyy  SSiinnccee

11998855
Have that Fresh New

Look Again!
SScchheedduullee  OOnnlliinnee

www.CarefreeClarity.co
m

480-488-3572
Licensed, Bonded,

Insured

Public Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF CAVE CREEK
UTILITY RATE INCREASES

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing
will be held by the Town of Cave Creek Town
Council on Tuesday, January 6, 2026 at 5:00
p.m. at the Cave Creek Town Hall, 37622 N.
Cave Creek Road, Cave Creek, AZ to consider
approval of proposed changes to the Town of
Cave Creek Water, Town of Cave Creek
Wastewater, and Desert Hills Water utility
rates pursuant to A.R.S. Section 9-511.01.

The Final Rate Study Report can be found on
the Cave Creek Town Website
www.cavecreekaz.gov

Questions about the proposed changes can be
directed to Cherie White, Finance Director at
480-488-6600 or cwhite@cavecreekaz.gov.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, November 28,
Cave Creek/Carefree Independent, December
3, 2025/34248_1

Roofing

Classified doesn’t cost... It Pays!
For information, Call the Independent at

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classi�eds

BUSINESS
&

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Join the many
businesses that use our

Call us to advertise

$MAKE
MONEY
Advertise Now!
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

Shop the Classifieds first!
iniusa.org/classifieds

YourValley.net  |  Cave Creek/Carefree Independent  |  December 2025  31  

Bed tax
• From page 22

Calendar
• From page 24
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O�ces, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

�

                   
40%
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Plus
Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 12/31/25.
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