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By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

When the Arizona Legislature 
picks up again in January, Chandler 
leaders and local representatives will 
bring new ideas for bills together along 
with the resumption of some annual 
battles. 

But lawmakers and local lead-
ers hope some proposals and prob-
lem-solving will make headway.

Defi ning “middle housing” for the 
public is among the priorities the Ar-
izona Legislature and local leaders 
might pursue in 2026. 

An ordinance approved by the 
Chandler City Council by a 5-2 vote 
in November defi nes middle housing 
as duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes and 
townhomes. Councilmember Matt 
Orlando said he not only wants to 
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City starts early on US 250th events
By Jason W. Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

B efore Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke counted 
down the fi nal seconds of his city’s Tumbleweed 
Tree lighting Dec. 6, he promised big things in 

the weeks and even the full year ahead.

In addition to promoting some Chandler activities 
and events this month, Hartke said many events of the 
next year will have a common theme: celebrating the 
U.S.’s 250th birthday.

“The red, white and blue lights on our tree are just a 
small preview of the way Chandler plans on celebrat-
ing America in the year ahead,” Hartke told the A.J. 

• See Holiday Events on page 9
• See Priorities on page 12

Elena Hector of Chandler 
walks in her city’s Parade of 

Lights on Dec. 6 as a member 
of Girl Scout Troop 3997’s 

“human snow globe” entry. 
(Jason W. Brooks/Indepen-

dent Newsmedia)

ECRWSSEDDM
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE 

PAID
Phoenix, Arizona
Permit No. 1424

Geared up to celebrateGeared up to celebrate

Food 
Festival
Attendees indulge, 
endure rain; 16



2  December 2025  |  Chandler Independent  |  YourValley.net



YourValley.net  |  Chandler Independent  |  December 2025  3

Painting Doors & WindowsStucco Siding

We Do It All: Arizona’s Leader for Exterior Remodeling & Repair

America’s Home Pros did a 
fantastic job on my house! It 
required a lot of repair work 
prior to painting - woodwork 
& stucco. All of it was handled 
in-house & turned out great! 
Everyone who communicated 
with me (salesman, inspector, 
office manager, owner, color 
consultant, project manager, 
site supervisor & workers) were 
professional, knowledgeable, 
responsive & friendly. Work was 
done on schedule & I love the 
results. Maureen M.
done on schedule & I love the 
reeeeeeeeeesults. Maureen M.

Call us NOW! 

480-712-5770 AHOMEPROS.COM

ROC #338650

• “Armorcoat” Arizona’s Toughest Paint - Won’t Chip, Flake or Peel

• Long-Term Paint Solution For Stucco, Block Or Wood Homes

• Stucco Transformations & Repairs - Update To New Sand Finish

• Siding Upgrades & Repairs - James Hardie & Fascia Replacement

• Doors & Windows - Custom Built & Installed -Lower Energy Bills

Fall Special

20% OFF
Expires 1/30/26

Painting Doors & WindowsStucco Siding
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By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Chandler’s City Council seemed 
poised to embark on a lengthy, ex-
pensive city manager search until 
Nov. 21.

Three days later, council aban-
doned that inclination and decided 
its interim leader was the one to stick 
with — and to save taxpayers at least 
$50,000.

Council approved, by a 6-1 vote, 
awarding a $360,000 annual con-
tract to John Pombier. Running 
through June 30, 2027, the contract 
gives Pombier the title of city man-
ager, removing the “acting city man-
ager” title he’s held since he started 
with the city July 13.

Councilmember Angel Encinas 
was the lone “no” vote on the con-
tract, explaining his vote was a pro-
test of the process, rather than a vote 
against Pombier as a manager.

The vote and mayor and council’s 

Council makes ‘acting’ city 
manager permanent

John Pombier speaks during an August meet-and-greet at City Hall’s Vision Gallery with Assistant 
City Manager Tadd Willie, right. The Chandler City Council voted 6-1 to award Pombier a 19-month, 
$360,000-per-year contract that will remove the “acting” label and make him the next permanent 
city manager. (Courtesy of Chandler Chamber of Commerce)

• See City Manager  on page 18

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The city of Chandler’s been suc-
cessful in getting residents, busi-
nesses and other water customers to 
take advantage of its water conser-
vation rebate programs.

So successful, in fact, the city has 
decided to roll back a few of those 
rebates.

The Chandler City Council 
unanimously approved a Nov. 13 
consent agenda that included some 
rollbacks to how much city staff  can 
credit several water-saving actions 
taken by users. 

The changes go into eff ect Jan. 1, 
2026.

Simone Kjolsrud, Chandler’s 
water resources manager, presented 
a robust water picture to council at 
a Nov. 10 work session. She talked 
about shortages, droughts and oth-
er conditions that could impact the 
Valley’s overall water supply in the 
years ahead, but she also spent con-

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

No major changes or newly 
proposed rates evolved from the 
Chandler City Council’s most re-
cent work session on planned utility 
rate increases.

Chandler is still planning a 15% 
across-the-board utility rate hike for 
water and wastewater service and 
6% for solid waste to start in early 
March 2026 and to change its cost-
of-service review from biannual to 
annual. 

But city leaders and staff  now 
possess important feedback.

City fi nance director Dawn 
Lang, speaking Nov. 10 at the 
council’s third utility rates work 
session in the past four months, said 
feedback about the proposed rate 
increases from a pair of in-person 
sessions, across social media and in 
other electronic communications, 
was limited. But the city did get 
some useful data.

The in-person sessions were 
“lightly attended,” by staff  descrip-

tions, and there were only eight 
emails and fi ve website comments 
made about the proposed increases. 
And 211 people opened the website 
“calculate your bill” page, presum-
ing all or most who opened it used it 
to make a calculation.

But the eight emails and 43 social 
media comments provided some 
insight, Lang said.

Among other statistics and sum-
maries, the city’s plan was met with:

• One comment supporting pro-

Council moving ahead with utility rate hike proposal

• See Rate Hike on page 13

UTILITIES

Chandler Water Resources Manager Simone 
Kjolsrud, left, presents proposed conservation 
rebate rollbacks and other water information to 
the City Council on Nov. 10. Council approved 
the rebate rollbacks later that same week; the 
new rebates go into eff ect Jan. 1. (Jason W. 
Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

City rolls back 
water 

conservation 
rebates

• See Water on page 21
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Mesa, AZ — The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with 
prescription drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These drugs 
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are 
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause you to feel 
uncomfortable and have a variety of 

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy 
is a result of damage to the nerves often 
causing weakness, pain, numbness, 
tingling, and the most debilitating balance 
problems. This damage is commonly 
caused by a hands and feet which causes 
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to 
lack of nutrient flow.

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood 
vessels that surround the nerves become 
diseased they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to “die” 
they cause you to have balance problems, 
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and 
many additional symptoms. The main 
problem is that your doctor has told you 

to just live with the problem or try the drugs 
which you don’t like taking because they 
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now 
a facility  right here in Mesa that offers you 
hope without taking those endless drugs 
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity 
examination at the end of this article)
neuropathy three factors must be 
determined.

1)  What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been 
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve 
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for 
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition 
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen 
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow, 
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you 
back to health is our new $50,000.00 
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art 
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic 
unit to accurately determine the increase 
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to 
accurately determine the increase in small 
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system 
delivers energy to the affected area of your 
body at varying wavelengths, including 
both low-frequency and middle-frequency 
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated 
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM) 
signaling. During a treatment session, the 
Sanexas system automatically changes to 
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric 
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS 
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare 
restrictions apply) Depending on your 
coverage, your treatment could be little to 
no cost to you! 

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 
determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have 
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage 
there is hope! 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

480-796-1136
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/ 
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed 
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this 
chronic pain and neuropathy severity 
examination from now until January 
31, 2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an 
appointment to determine if your chronic 
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are 
limiting this FREE consultation to the first 
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER 
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes 
to our voicemail, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you asap.
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Dignity breaks ground on new 
hospital tower

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Dignity Health and city of Chan-
dler offi  cials were at Chandler Re-
gional Medical Center on Nov. 5 as 
a groundbreaking ceremony marked 
the start of construction of a new am-
bulatory care tower.

This expansion — which Dignity 
Health stated in a news release is de-
signed to meet the accelerating needs 
of the rapidly growing East Valley — 
is set to house several services.

The 100,000-square-foot,b  
four-story facility will house a ded-
icated ambulatory surgery center, an 
imaging center and a Dignity Health 
Medical Group multispecialty prac-
tice.

Several specialized services, such 
as neurological, thoracic, and reha-
bilitation care are set to be off ered in 
the tower, which is expected to open 
in fall 2026.

Firm acquires, plans delivery of west Chandler data center
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Commercial real estate fi rm Lincoln Property Co. an-
nounced the purchase of a 191,000-square-foot, partially 
occupied data center on 14.5 acres at 2500 W. Frye Road 
in west Chandler.

The company plans to build out the facility’s vacant shell 
space, delivering new “turnkey” data center inventory and 
making cooling system improvements that a news release 
stated could save millions of gallons in monthly water con-
sumption.

No dollar fi gures were mentioned in the news release.
The data center property is located near the Loop 101-

Loop 202 freeway interchange, within the Price Road 
technology corridor, the release states.

• See Data Center on page 25

Commercial real estate fi rm Lincoln Property Co. has announced the pur-
chase of a 191,000-square-foot, partially occupied data center on 14.5 
acres at 2500 W. Frye Road in west Chandler. (Courtesy of FocusAZ)

Several Dignity Health and city of Chandler offi  cials were at the Nov. 5 groundbreaking of a new   am-
bulatory care tower on the Chandler Regional Medical Center campus. From the front, in the front 
row of seating, are Dignity Health East Valley CEO Jeff  McBee, Chandler Council member Jennifer 
Hawkins, Chandler Vice Mayor Christine Ellis, Dignity Health East Valley President Mario Garner, 
Chandler Council members Angel Encinas and O.D. Harris and Mayor Kevin Hartke. (Courtesy of Dig-
nity Health)

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Kovach Enclosure Systems, a 
maker of high-performance facade 
systems and architectural enclo-
sures that’s based in Chandler, has 
announced a series of leadership 
appointments and the addition of a 
new board member.

All leadership changes come from 
within Kovach’s existing team, ac-
cording to a news release.

Brad Wright has been appoint-
ed CEO. His leadership philosophy 
centers on building a healthy, profi t-
able, and employee-owned company 
where people thrive and the client 
experience remains best-in-class, the 
release states.

James Hatch has been named 
president and chief strategy offi  cer. 
In this role, Hatch will continue to 
lead Kovach’s pursuit and precon-
struction alignment eff orts to ensure 
project profi tability and strong client 
partnerships.

Deseray Gruben has been ap-
pointed chief fi nancial offi  cer. Her 

• See Tower on page 23

DEVELOPMENT
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Building 
enclosure maker 

shuffl  es 
executive team

Deseray Gruben’s recent appointment as chief 
fi nancial offi  cer at Kovach Enclosure Systems 
is one of several executive lineup changes an-
nounced at the Chandler-based fi rm. (Courtesy 
of Kovach Enclosure Systems)

• See Kovach on page 23
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• PRIVACY WALLS 

• NEW CUSTOM GATES
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Text/Call 480.331.3704480.331.3704 • RenovateYourGate.com
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Compiled by Jason Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
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ANNIVERSARY
  1  The Ostrich celebrated its 10-
year anniversary in October. The 
speakeasy cocktail bar, located in the 
basement of the San Marcos Hotel, 
beneath Crust restaurant in down-
town Chandler, opened in 2015. 
According to theostrichbar.com, in 
2014, proprietor Michael Merendino, 
decided that a basement with a dirt 
fl oor, then accessible only via a ladder, 
would be revived in the older build-
ing as a bar. Crust is located at 10 N. 
San Marcos Place, on the northwest 
corner of San Marcos Place and Com-
monwealth Street, as part of the San 
Marcos/Crowne Plaza Hotel complex.

NOW OPEN
  2 Bodybar Pilates Chandler 
opened Nov. 12 at 2490 S. Gilbert 
Road Suite 100, in a shopping center 
building formerly home to SHOWIT. 
Studios include Pilates reformers and 
apparatus; the location is open 7 days 
per week. For information, visit body-
barpilates.com/studios/chandler/, call 
480-433-8543 or follow the location 

on Instagram: @bodybarchandler

  3 Portillo’s has opened in a shop-
ping center at 7200 W. Ray Road in 
far west Chandler, between Interstate 
10 and Priest Drive/56th Street, in the 
former Sandbar Mexican Grill loca-
tion. The Chicago-style chain focuses 
on hot dogs, Maxwell Street Polish 
and Italian beef, fries and desserts. 
Open at 10 a.m. seven days a week; 
closing at 10:30 p.m. Sundays through 
Thursdays and 11 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays. Call 480-637-0269 or visit 
portillos.com to place an order.

  4 Back Alley BBQ opened in early 
November in downtown Chandler on 
Boston Street, west of Oregon Street, 
in the space recently vacated by West 
Alley BBQ & Smokehouse. It’s the 
second downtown Chandler restau-
rant by Hospitality First Concepts, 
with DTC Sport Grille being the fi rst. 
The chef-centered smokehouse is run 
by Hospitality First executive chef 
Shaun O’Neale and pit boss Ken Da-
vis. Features on the menu include bris-
ket and other smoked meats, barbecue 

sandwiches and sides. A full cocktail 
and dra  beer bar are accompanied, 
at times, by live music. Learn more by 
calling 602-888-8227 or going online 
to eatbackalleybbq.com.

COMING SOON
  5 Pure-Logic Industries
broke ground Nov. 14 on its new 
29,845-square-foot headquarters 
and production building at 2605 E. 
Cessna Drive in the Chandler Air-
park area, set to open in September 
2026.The building will consolidate 
Pure-Logic’s operations under one 
roof, providing expanded space for 
manufacturing, research, production, 
and administration for the company, 
which fabricates metal products for 
everything from blood pumps for 
heart and lung machines to cryogenic 

bio-archive systems, military aircra  
and ground combat vehicles seat safe-
ty systems, spacecra  crew module 
seats on NASA’s Artemis program 
and commercial aircra  evacuation 
systems.

CLOSED
  6  Duck Donuts’ last-remaining 
Arizona store — located in a south 
Chandler shopping center at Ari-
zona Avenue and Ocotillo Road, 
across from Hamilton High School 
— recently closed. The chain is still 
expanding, with most new locations 
planned for the eastern seaboard or 
California. The chain specializes in 
dozen or half-dozen build-your-own 
variety boxes.

2

6

5

1

3

BUSINESS MOVES

THE OSTRICH

BACK ALLEY BBQ

BODYBAR PILATES

PURE-LOGIC

PORTILLOS

DUCK DONUTS

4
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$54.95
Castrol

Full Synthetic
Oil Change*

(up to 5 qts oil & filter, European,
exotic, & diesel are additional.)

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHECK IN.

Stephanie Padilla
3 reviews 3 weeks agoS

Excellent customer service, quick turnaround, and 
quality work! The team was professional and made 
sure my car was well taken care of. I really appreciate 
how smooth the whole process was. Thank you!!

WE STAND BEHIND THE EXPERTISE OF OUR

TRUSTED TECHS

SCHEDULESCHEDULE 
TODAY! TODAY! 

$119.95
Four Wheel 
Alignment

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHECK IN

Chandler Park crowd.
“Through next December, Chan-

dler will have activities, programs, 
exhibits and many more ways to cel-
ebrate this milestone.”

The tree will be lit nightly through 
Sunday, Jan. 4, providing an op-
portunity for visitors and residents 
alike to take photos with family and 
friends.

Since 1957, according to a news 
release, Chandler has been the only 
Southwestern U.S. city to have a 
tumbleweed Christmas tree.

Using about 1,000 tumbleweeds 
collected from around the city, 
members of the city’s park staff  
decorate a 25-foot-tall wire-framed 
Christmas tree. Once attached to the 
frame, the tumbleweeds are sprayed 
with 25 gallons of white paint, 20 
gallons of fl ame retardant, and then 
dusted with 15 pounds of glitter.

The tree is later adorned with 
about 1,200 holiday lights, the re-
lease states.

Here are some other events 
planned for this month. Note that 
advance tickets or reservations 
are necessary for some attractions 
and times and dates vary for select 
events.

For more events and details, visit 
chandleraz.gov/ChandlerForThe-
Holidays.

Holiday Magic featuring Sugarland
Through Dec. 30, take selfi es in 

the oversize candy sleigh, climb on 
giant gumdrops and stroll through a 
candy cane-lined path around down-
town Chandler, at any hour.

Cookies & Carols
Listen to holiday stories, sing fa-

vorite songs and decorate cookies 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 16, 
at Basha Library, 5990 S. Val Vista 
Drive. 

Snow Day
Play in the snow 10:30-11:15 a.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 17, or stay cozy 
inside with winter-themed pre-K ac-
tivities at Chandler Museum, 300 S. 
Chandler Village Drive. 

Ugly Sweater Tennis Social
Break out an ugly tennis sweater 

and play tennis with a side of holiday 
spirit at 3-6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20, 
at Chandler Tennis Center, 2250 S. 
McQueen Road.

Santa’s House
Santa Claus is coming to A.J. 

Chandler Park in downtown Chan-
dler 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20. 

Visit with him at Santa’s House, share 
your wish list and get a free photo.

All About Broadway: A New Year’s 
Eve Celebration

Ring in the New Year at Chan-
dler Center for the Arts, 250 N. 
Arizona Ave., with favorite songs 
from acclaimed Broadway musicals 
songs at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
31, performed by six vocalists and 
backed by Showtune Productions’ 
10-piece orchestra.

FROM THE COVER

Holiday Events
• From page 1

Above: Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke, foreground, and Council member O.D. 
Harris wave to spectators along Arizona Avenue during the city’s Parade of 
Lights on Dec. 6. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)
At left: Rylee Brindle, center, wearing a red hat, looks at prizes while Ainsley 
Logan, right, spins a prize wheel. The two Gilbert attendees of downtown 
Chandler’s Dec. 6 Parade of Lights events were hoping to win prizes from the 
Garner Orthodontics table. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)
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Profi le report shows 
survey, forum results

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Chandler Unifi ed’s governing 
board president took a moment at a 
planning meeting to acknowledge 
completion of an exhaustive process.

“This checks off  an important 
box,” Patti Serrano said Nov. 21 at 
the end of a meeting devoted to an 
unveiling of a report. 

Hazard, Young, Attea & Associ-
ates is the Chicago-based search fi rm 
guiding the mechanics of CUSD’s 
national search for a replacement for 
retiring Superintendent Frank Nar-
ducci. The Nov. 21 planning meeting 
was where three HYA staff  met with 
the Chandler board via videoconfer-
encing, presenting the leadership pro-

fi le report it has assembled.
That report is a 24-page document 

that’s mostly Chandler survey and 
forum results and summaries of those 

results, as conducted by HYA, and 
can be read here: tinyurl.com/32m-
maumy

HYA associates came to Arizona 

earlier this month to talk with com-
munity members as part of gathering
feedback for the profi le.

“This is probably the most pages 
I’ve seen in a report like this,” HYA 
lead associate John Bash said during
the Nov. 21 meeting. “And I think
some of our applicants were waiting 
for this to be produced before com-
pleting their recruiting profi les.” 

The profi le focuses on responses
from community forums and surveys 
this month, mixed into both HYA 
staff  summaries and statistics from 
the online surveys. An example of a 
summary of an in-person forum ques-
tion about culture, trust and commu-
nication states “Several focus groups
and survey responses reference such 
issues as 1) a desire for greater clar-
ity and transparency in communica-
tions regarding district decisions and 

• See Profile on page 27

CUSD ‘leadership profi le’ details superintendent it seeks

Chandler Unifi ed governing board members met the morning of Nov. 21 for the unveiling of its superin-
tendent search leadership profi le. From the left are Board President Patti Serrano and Board Members 
Ryan Heap, Claudia Mendoza and Kurt Rohrs. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

INDIGENOUS CELEBRATION

The Taylor family performs during the Nov. 12 Chandler Unifi ed governing board meeting as part of a 
recognition of Indigenous Peoples Month. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

Antonette Shirley stands with awards and gifts between Chandler Unifi ed governing board President 
Patti Serrano, CUSD Superintendent Frank Narducci and others during the Nov. 12 meeting as part of 
a recognition of Indigenous Peoples Month. Shirley was recognized during the celebration as the 2025 
Johnson-O’Malley Association National Teacher of the Year. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsme-
dia)
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

�

                   
40%
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Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 1/15/26.
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see more such housing constructed, 
but also for the Legislature to help get 
Chandlerites and other Arizonans into 
such housing more easily.

“More multifamily housing needs 
to be owned by the occupants,” Orlan-
do said. “So we probably need more of 
those condos, townhomes, those sorts 
of things. And we need more ways for 
folks to get into that ownership.”

Orlando said he wants the Legisla-
ture to examine what he thinks might 
be “onerous warranty requirements,” 
even if those were put in place initially 
to protect buyers, as well as lowering 
other barriers for both fi rst-time and 
returning-from-renting homebuyers. 

“For fi rst-time homebuyers, a lot 
boils down to aff ordability, especially 
in down payments or other up-front 
costs,” Orlando said. “Maybe there 
are tax breaks that could be imple-
mented. I’m not sure of all the solution 
would entail. I need to be briefed on 
what’s possible here.”

One person who could end up 
briefi ng Orlando on middle housing or 
other topics could be one of his com-
petitors in the 2026 Chandler mayor’s 
race, Jeff  Weninger. The Legislative 
District 13 state representative met 
with the full council last December, 
ahead of the 2025 session, along with 

state Sen. J.D. Mesnard.
Weninger said he’s not planning 

to lead or sponsor any bills that target 
middle housing.

“I’ll see what comes up,” Weninger 
said. “Housing could become a sort of 
parcel-by-parcel thing.”

Water is another area of concern for 
the city, as offi  cials have taken multi-
ple steps and invested as much as any 
Valley city in securing future supplies, 
Orlando said. But as some supplies be-
come more scarce, it’s important state 
leaders fi nd a united front and have 
the same mission and goals in mind.

Orlando said that’s important with 

any discussions regarding Colorado 
River water and other interstate, fed-
eral and international negotiations.

“We can’t look disjointed, or some 
of the other Colorado River play-
ers will run over us,” Orlando said. 
“We’ve got to stay on the same page, 
all the time. And we need a long-term 
strategy that involves not only moving 
and storage and how to get water from 
A to B, but also, we need to be looking 
at renewable water sources, like de-
salination, on a large scale.”

Orlando said water policy is one 
area in which state lawmakers really 
need to “take off  their partisan hats 

and work with the cities.”
Weninger said he isn’t one of the 

legislators who specialize in water 
and typically hasn’t led legislation on 
that front. But he did point out that 
because technology advances, Arizo-
nans shouldn’t get stuck thinking of 
certain facilities or activities as always 
using specifi c amounts of water, as 
conservation tends to improve. 

Data centers have become a wa-
ter issue, Weninger acknowledged, 
though he wants to get the word out 
about how much less water data cen-
ters use with air-cooling replacing wa-
ter-cooling, among other advances.

Weninger said he opposes an AI 
data center plan the Chandler City 
Council was set to vote on in Decem-
ber for the same reason he wants more 
structure statewide on data centers: 
location is important. 

“I’m not opposed to data centers 
as a concept, and am not looking for a 
prohibition on them,” Weninger said. 
“But I would like to have places for 
them to go. We need to look at state 
trust land for opportunities, along with 
places not prime for other construc-
tion, i.e. land next to noisy places, 
prisons or the Palo Verde nuclear pow-
er plant.”

Weninger said all six Chandler City 
Council members, along with Mayor 
Kevin Hartke, have his contact infor-
mation any time they want to discuss 
any active or potential legislation.

Priorities
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Chandler Councilmember Matt Orlando, left, speaks as state Rep. Jeff  Weninger, center, and Sen. J.D. 
Mesnard listen during a December 2024 meeting on state legislative topics. Orlando and Weninger 
each have ideas on a few other things the legislature could somewhat easily address. (Independent 
Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)
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Some feedback from the public on proposed Chandler water, wastewater and solid waste increases set 
to go into eff ect in March 2026 involved not wanting the city to increase rates as dramatically as other 
Valley municipalities. (Courtesy of city of Chandler)

posed changes
• One comment in support for 

across-the-board allocation
• One request for more data-based 

allocation to customer classes
• Twelve comments generally not 

in favor of rate increases
• Six comments to the eff ect of 

increases as not welcome news, but 
understandable

• Five comments expressing some 
concern with the cost split between 
residents and businesses

Councilmember Matt Orlando 
asked Lang if he was correctly re-
membering an 18% increase fi gure, 
at some point. Lang clarifi ed that 
looking down the road, if staff  were 
to follow its previously directed 
pattern of reviewing cost of service 
every 24 months, an 18% increase 
would be a projected option.

“That’s the point at which council 
started talking about reviewing rates 
and costs every year,” Lang said. 

At both July and August work 
sessions, three types of rate increase 

plans were introduced, with the 
across-the-board plan that Mayor 
Kevin Hartke and council verbally 
directed staff  to move forward with.

Council isn’t set to formally adopt 
the ordinance creating the new rate 
structure until its Jan. 8 and Jan. 22 
meetings.

The 15% increase impacts heavy 
industrial water users the least. It 
would still be a signifi cant increase 
for that class of users, who are look-
ing at a monthly city water-waste-
water bill increase of more than 
$300,000. 

The “blended cost-of-service” 
option would raise the monthly bill 
for Intel and other Chandler indus-
trial customers by almost $500,000, 
with two other plans that are across-
the-board/blended cost-of-service 
combinations landing in between 
those two totals.

The 15% across-the-board pro-
posal would raise the average multi-
family housing complex (150 units 
or more) bill by about $470. That 
increase would be $666 per month 
under one of the blended plans, but 
only $387 under another.

Rate Hike
• From page 4
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OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifi cation 
or confi rmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions 
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission 
is the responsibility of the person 
who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

Taxes are why 
Gallego must go

By Wayne Manier
SUN LAKES

Taxes are too high now and are 
going up every year, due to increased 
property values.

Gallego has to go.

Chandler is putting innovation 
to work for our residents

By Kevin Hartke
MAYOR OF CHANDLER

Chandler has earned a reputation 
by becoming a sought-a er home to 
entrepreneurs and to leading multi-
national companies.

Fostering a successful environ-
ment for innovation has 
generated billions of 
dollars for our commu-
nity, created quality 
jobs, and supported the 
development of reli-
able, more climate-re-
silient infrastructure. 

Our commitment 
to innovation also extends beyond 
attracting businesses. For Chandler’s 
city government, we have an obli-
gation to put technology to work for 
the public good.

If new tools can help us advance 
cost-eff ective and creative solutions 
that better serve our residents, we 
have a duty to employ them respon-
sibly.

Artifi cial intelligence (AI) stands 
to do just that, and I am proud to 
say that Chandler is already fi nding 
meaningful uses for AI while main-
taining thoughtful land use planning 
and resource management.

Our Chandler Police Department, 
in partnership with Arizona State 
University’s Cloud Innovation Cen-
ter, explored ways to utilize AI in 
handling traffi  c-related complaints, 

including speeding, reckless driv-
ing, road rage, and other incidents. 
With the help of ASU students, we 
launched a new chatbot to stream-
line the traffi  c complaint process, 
ensuring that every complaint is 
addressed and mapped for local law 
enforcement response. 

AI is also helping us serve our 
residents more equitably. This year, 
Chandler was recognized in the 
2025 Smart Cities North America 
Awards for the implementation of 
our Real-Time Instant Language 
Assistant (ILA) pilot.

In partnership with TranslateLive, 
a company that provides AI-pow-
ered real-time translation services, 
we successfully conducted over 560 
face-to-face conversations, spanning 
2,200 minutes, across 10 city de-
partments and 20 divisions in just six 
months.

Breaking down language barriers 
made our city services more accessi-
ble to communities that far too o en 
go underserved.

That focus on useful, resident-fi rst 
solutions is also paving a new path 
for our transportation network. In 
early September, Chandler became 
the fi rst municipality in Arizona to 
incorporate Waymo’s network of 
autonomous vehicles directly into 
our public transit system.

If the past few years of progress 
have shown us anything, it’s that 
responsibly integrating tech like AI 
can be transformative — whether it 
improves road safety or makes our 
services more accessible.

Here are some recent online 
comments about Chandler Inde-
pendent items:

“CHANDLER-AREA 
VETS ORGANIZATION 
RAISES MORE THAN 

$17K”:
“I’ve always wanted to start a 

rescue for retired working dogs, it 
would be very rewarding for my-
self and the pups.” 

— David Eckert via story 
comment

“CHANDLER ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR 
CIVIC PROGRAM”:

“The Freedom of Information 
Act gives those that are interested 
access already. This is an attempt 
at grooming. Whose idea was 
this? Smoke screen. If you go in 
and ask for this information about 
government, you might fi nd a lot 
of resistance.” 

— Todd Gaidzik via story 
comment

“FIRM ACQUIRES, 
PLANS DELIVERY OF 

WEST CHANDLER DATA 
CENTER”:

“What’s with all of these data 
centers in AZ? What are we not 
being told about the overall plans? 
Who occupies these facilities and 
collects data?” 

— I.O. via story comment

SPEAK UPPlease send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Kevin Hartke

• See Opinions on page 24
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By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Even though a debut Chandler 
event happened to be held on one 
of the few stormy Saturdays of the 
year, it still drew in thousands of 
attendees.

Frybread Festival 2025 brought 
visitors from multiple states to the 
Rawhide Event Center on Nov. 
22. The live entertainment on the 
outdoor Sonoran Lawn stage had 
to be staggered as storms rolled 
across the Gila River Indian Com-
munity, though most attendees 
stayed for the all-a ernoon event.

Vendor trucks had long lines, at 
times, for their frybread and oth-
er favorites popular at Indigenous 
events across the Southwest U.S. 
A carnival was set up on the lawn 
as well.

The headliners and emcees 
were actors and entertainers Fun-
ny Bone and Lil Mike. They were 
cheered every time they took the 
microphones — even if it was 
simply to pass along event infor-
mation.

Funny Bone and Lil Mike 
might be best known for their 
roles as Mekko and Mose, the 
wisecracking bicyclists and gos-
sipers on the Hulu series Reserva-
tion Dogs.

Stateline, a dance hall country 
group from the Navajo Nation; 
local Gila River alternative rock 
band One Way Sky and Gertie 
N The T.O. Boyz, from the To-
hono O’Odham Nation, were part 
of the all-Indigenous bill of live 
bands on the lawn stage.

Under the adjacent Rawhide 
Events Center roof, dozens of 
performers performed tradition-
al dancers on stage, with artisans 
and other vendors set up around 
the building.

Chandler food festival attendees indulge, endure rain

Rapper and actor brothers 
Funny Bone, left, and Lil Mike 

were the headliners and emcees 
for the Nov. 22 Frybread Festival 

at the Rawhide Event Center at 
Wild Horse Pass in Chandler. 

(Jason W. Brooks/Independent 
Newsmedia)

Miss Gila River 2025-26, Gabrielle Garcia, was 
among the local Indigenous ambassadors at the 
Nov. 22 Frybread Festival at the Rawhide Event 
Center at Wild Horse Pass in Chandler. (Jason W. 
Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

There were long lines 
for the signature food 
item Nov. 22 during the 
Frybread Festival at the 
Rawhide Event Center 
at Wild Horse Pass in 
Chandler. (Jason W. 
Brooks/Independent 
Newsmedia)

The signature dish was available with red chile 
sauce or other spicy fi xings Nov. 22 during the 
Frybread Festival at the Rawhide Event Center at 
Wild Horse Pass in Chandler. (Jason W. Brooks/
Independent Newsmedia)

The local Gila River 
alternative rock band 
One Way Sky was 
among the music 
performers on the 
Sonoran Lawn on Nov. 
22 during the Frybread 
Festival at Wild Horse 
Pass in Chandler. (Ja-
son W. Brooks/Inde-
pendent Newsmedia)

A carnival and fun for all 
ages were available Nov. 

22 during the Frybread 
Festival at the Rawhide 

Event Center at Wild 
Horse Pass in Chandler. 
(Jason W. Brooks/Inde-

pendent Newsmedia)
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Start your weight loss
journey and take
control of your health.
Ready to embrace a healthier, more active you? Begin your weight loss
journey and put your life on a whole new path with Dignity Health Medical
Weight Loss and Bariatric Surgery. Our multidisciplinary approach is
designed to help you achieve and sustain long-term weight loss success.

Our compassionate team of expert surgeons, experienced nurses,
dedicated nutrition coaches, and vital behavioral and emotional support
specialists will guide you every step of the way. You deserve this
life-changing path – let us help you achieve lasting success.

If you’re ready to transform your life, scan the qr code
or call (480) 757-0292.



18  December 2025  |  Chandler Independent  |  YourValley.net

Free Admission
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm

Sunday 1-5pm

EXHIBITIONS ON VIEW

Gaman
February 4, 2025 - January 26, 2026

Sonoran Shapes + Structures
September 20, 2025 – February 1, 2026

The Newest Americans
September 30, 2025 – January 18, 2026

chandlermuseum.org

Visit our website

explanations for their votes were the 
lone items handled at the 25-min-
ute Nov. 24 special meeting, held 
in Council chambers a er a lengthy 
a ernoon executive session about a 
pending court case.

Pombier was initially to be off ered 
— according to a contract attached 
to a meeting agenda published late on 
the a ernoon of Nov. 21 — an annual 
salary of $375,000, which is exactly 
what his predecessor, Josh Wright, 
was set to make in the fi nal year of 
his most-recent contract, had he not 
decided in May to take an adminis-
trative position at the University of 
Arizona.

Encinas said during the special 
meeting he wanted to stay true to 
what he said was a promise to a con-
stituents to have a transparent, na-
tionwide search.

“I have been very clear about hon-
oring my commitment to the city’s 
tradition, our established processes 
and the history that guides how we 
select city managers in the past,” En-
cinas said. “I said here in June that I 
would proceed with a nationwide re-
cruitment process for Chandler’s fu-
ture leadership — one that would be 
competitive, and that our residents, 
employees and community partners 
would be part of.”

Pombier’s appointment as acting 
city manager in June was met with 

concern about transparency from at 
least one council member, Jennifer 
Hawkins, including why his appoint-
ment was initially discussed in an ex-
ecutive session. No other candidates 
for acting or permanent city manager 
were mentioned on any meeting doc-
uments.

Hawkins explained Nov. 24 why 
she voted yes on Pombier’s contract. 
She had been the lone dissenter in a 
6-1 decision  in late June to appoint 
Pombier as acting city manager.

“I had initial concerns that led 
to my vote,” Hawkins said. “But I 
shared with John that I would sup-
port him, because when he succeeds, 
Chandler succeeds. Over the past 
three and a half months, with input 
from residents, employees and busi-
ness owners, one message has been 
consistent: John Pombier has earned 
the confi dence and trust of the com-
munity.”

Hawkins also said it wouldn’t be 
fi scally responsible to spend at least 
$39,500 with a fi rm named Mosaic, 
which recently submitted a bid for 
that amount to the city as its base 
charge for a national search for a city 
manager.

Councilmembers Matt Orlando 
and Jane Poston both said they were 
voting on a candidate, not a process. 
Both expressed regrets about ending 
up announcing a huge Monday deci-
sion at about 3 p.m. on the prior Fri-
day, saying that sort of short-notice 
seems avoidable.

Mayor Kevin Hartke said even 

with council having a well-liked, tal-
ented, capable Pombier to hire, there 
still should be examination of its exec-
utive hiring processes going forward.

“I told the acting city manager 
several times that I don’t like how we 
got here, but I’m glad we got here,” 
Hartke said. 

The mayor also pointed out there 
was never a movement among coun-
cil members for Pombier to not be the 
next permanent city manager.

The only council member who de-
fended the process was O.D. Harris.

“It was a good process per our 
charter,” Harris said. “John has been 
under evaluation over the past four 
months and how he works with our 
staff . So it’s a smart decision, both in 
terms of our own integrity and the in-
terest of the taxpayers.”

Chandler Chamber of Commerce 
Director Terri Kimble spoke during 
a Nov. 10 work session about a city 
manager search, off ering several pos-
itive comments about how well Pom-
bier has done as acting city manager. 
Two residents did the same at the 
Nov. 24 meeting.

In addition to reducing the annu-
al salary from $375,000 to $360,000, 
the other late change to Pombier’s 
contract is a $10,000 signing bonus, 
along with giving him six months to 
move within city limits, consistent 
with the city charter. 

Pombier’s contract calls for him, 
in the event council wants to dismiss 
him, to choose between two pack-
ages, one with nine-months’ salary 

in a lump sum, or one with up to 12 
months’ ongoing salary and benefi ts, 
to end if retirement or a new full-time 
job and health care benefi ts start.

Pombier joined the city team a er 
having worked for Amazon for a time 
as a “senior manager community en-
gagement consultant.”

He’s mainly known to Chandler
leaders as a 19-year employee of the
city of Mesa, the last 11 as an assis-
tant city manager, overseeing every-
thing from courts, fi re and police to 
environmental management and sus-
tainability, fl eet services, innovation 
and technology, human resources 
and public information.

Pombier, who has a law degree 
from Arizona State University, also 
worked as Mesa’s city prosecutor for 
eight years.

Voters ended up approving every-
thing on Chandler ballots Nov. 4,
including a $475 million bond and a 
charter amendment that allows a city
manager appointee and the council 
to negotiate together on a severance 
provision in a contract.

Pombier’s $360,000 annual salary 
ranks fourth among Valley city man-
agers, based on most recent annual 
data, behind the managers of Phoe-
nix, Glendale, Scottsdale and Tem-
pe. Mesa City Manager Christopher 
J. Brady made $350,000 in the most
recent year reported. 

Pombier’s salary also would have 
made him the 11th-highest paid mu-
nicipal employee in the Valley.

City Manager
• From page 4
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Discover the Ultimate Senior Health & Lifestyle Expo!
Your Gateway to Wellness and Fun

Sun Lakes Country Club
25061 E. Sun Lakes Blvd. N., Chandler, AZ 85248

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

• Explore the most thrilling and extensive selection of products and services
• Connect with local and national vendors
• Access essential health screenings
• Enjoy free samples & giveaways
• Enter exciting door prize drawings
• Plus, many more surprises INDEPENDENT

CHANDLER

Chandler
COME JOIN THE FUN!

TUESDAY, FEB. 24, 2026
9:00AM - NOON

Free Admission & Free Parking
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ENJOY AWARD-WINNING CHINESE FOODENJOY AWARD-WINNING CHINESE FOOD

Dine In, Pick Up, Delivery

10% OFF 
LUNCH

15% OFF 
DINNER ORDER OF 

$50 OR MORE

HAPPY HOUR  HAPPY HOUR 
SPECIALS:SPECIALS: 

$$4 Beer, 4 Beer, $$5 House Wine,  5 House Wine, 
$$6 Sm. Saki Bomber,  6 Sm. Saki Bomber, 

$$7 Cocktails,  7 Cocktails, 
$$3 OFF Appetizers,  3 OFF Appetizers, 

4-7pm4-7pm 

727 W Ray Rd B1,
Gilbert, AZ 85233

(480) 782-6889

DragonWok.biz Excludes Happy Hour Specials, Alcohol 
Special Treat Dinner. Expires 1/30/26

WE WILL BE OPEN CHRISTMASWE WILL BE OPEN CHRISTMAS
AND NEW YEAR’S DAY!AND NEW YEAR’S DAY!

*ONLY VALID AT EITHER THE GILBERT
OR CHANDLER VERO CHICAGO PIZZA

LOCATIONS - LIMIT ONE PER USER
**EXCLUDES ALL ALCOHOL**

*ONLY VALID AT EITHER THE GILBERT
OR CHANDLER VERO CHICAGO PIZZA

LOCATIONS - CANNOT USE COUPON WITH
ANY OTHER OFFER

NOT VALID FOR DINE-IN

Any Dine-In Order.
*Must present coupon at time of 

payment for redemption

Any In-Store or Online,
Pick-up Order.

*Must present coupon at time of pickup 

for redemption, online use code below

20%
OFF20%

OFF

www.verochicagopizza.com

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The 30th annual Art Quilts 
exhibition showcases creations that 
celebrate the minimalist aesthetic, 
according to a news release.

“Art Quilts: Palette Cleanser” is 
on display at Vision Gallery, and will 
remain so through Friday,  Jan. 10, 
2026.

Susan Allred, exhibition juror, 
stated in the news release that these 
art pieces are where one can feel how 
simplicity grows out of deep practice.

“The artists in ‘Palette Cleanser’ use 
intentional forms and colors that invite 
you to slow down and take a breath,” 
Allred stated. “Each person fi nds their 
own way to clarity, using restraint to 
make works that express who they are 

and what matters to them.”
Fiber artists from across the coun-

try and abroad were invited to submit 
to Chandler’s annual exhibition of 
contemporary art quilts, showcasing 
their textile art.

“Art Quilts: Palette Cleanser” 
opened on Nov. 8 with a reception.

The Vision Gallery is at 10 E. 
Chicago Street, across the City Hall 
courtyard from the Council cham-
bers. Hours are Tuesdays through 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed Sundays 
and Mondays. Free admission.

Find information on the exhi-
bitions and programming online at 
visiongallery.org or by calling 480-
782-2695.

Chandler’s 30th annual quilt 
exhibit on display through Jan. 10

The 30th annual Art Quilts exhibition, called “Art Quilts: Palette Cleanser,” will be on display at Vision 
Gallery in downtown Chandler through Friday,  Jan. 10, 2026. (Courtesy of city of Chandler)

THINGS TO DO
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siderable time on Chandler water use itself.
“We’re one of the few communities that can 

say, even with population growth, we’re using 
roughly the same amount of gallons of water 
as we were 10 years ago,” Kjolsrud said about 
Chandler. “Some of that is technology and ap-
pliance effi  ciency. A lot of it is that our educa-
tion about conserving is making a diff erence.”

Kjolsrud said on average, Chandler residen-
tial users are using 20% less water than 10 years 
ago — and fewer lawns at single-family homes 
seem to be part of that decrease.

“We’ve seen about the same amount of grass 
removal at homes in the past two years that we 
did in the previous two, even though participa-
tion has gone up,” Kjolsrud said. “So it’s more 
people, just with smaller projects.”

Kjolsrud’s presentation showed several in-
creases in participation when the city raised 
its incentives in October 2023. Since then, for 
example, commercial/HOA participation alone 
has increased 260%, with about 371,000 square 

feet of grass removed and about $770,000 in re-
bates issued during the past two years. 

Kjolsrud said it’s important for residents, 
businesses and homeowners associations that 
want to take advantage of a rebate program to 
contact their water provider fi rst to get it cleared. 

Chandler Water Resources can be contacted 
at 480-782-3580 or conserve@chandleraz.gov.

 The city stated, in a news release that poli-
cies are being amended “to promote continued 
participation and ensure funding availability.”

The Jan. 1, 2026 updates include:
• Extend the single-family grass removal re-

bate, reduce the per square foot rebate amount 
from $2.00 to $1.50 and reduce the maximum 
rebate from $3,000 to $2,000

• Extend the large landscape grass removal 
rebate and reduce the maximum rebate from 
$75,000 to $20,000

• Extend the water-effi  cient technology re-
bate, amend the policy to include installation 
costs, and modify Chandler’s grant agreement 
with the Water Infrastructure Finance Author-
ity of Arizona to reduce the funding amount to 
$600,000

Water
• From page 4

Chandler property with new
fl oor store sold for $7M

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Real estate brokerage fi rm Marcus & Millichap 
has announced the sale of a net-leased Floor & Decor 
property in Chandler for $7 million, according to a 
news release. 

Located at 1901 E. Northrop Blvd., the newly con-
structed, 65,056-square-foot Floor & Decor opened 
in August and is secured by a 20-year absolute tri-
ple-net ground lease.

The property is situated on 6.33 acres, adjacent to
Chandler Municipal Airport.

“We’re seeing increased demand from buyers for 
quality net-lease assets,” stated Nick Christifulli, as-
sociate director of investments. “With alternative in-
vestment returns diminishing and recent rate cuts, we 
anticipate 2026 to be a strong year in the net-lease
investment space.”

The seller was a Delaware LLC and the buyer’s an 
Arizona LLC, the release states.

BUSINESS
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Be a legend. 
Insure your life.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL1708145

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

With the right life insurance, you can 
leave a legacy for your family. I’m 
here to help. LET’S TALK TODAY. Screen Repair

Service
McKay's True Value® is the place for screen repair and 
replacement! You’ll get expert service at a fair price on 
repair or replacement of window, patio and door screens. 
Refresh your old screens—and your home—with 
help from your local True Value.

Mckay's True Value Hardware 
4939 W Ray Rd    

Chandler, AZ 85226
480-686-8064

REAL ESTATE
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85225 38 72
85226 53 50
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85249 63 53
85286 49 68
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85226 29 34
85248 24 23
85249 56 77
85286 35 32
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ON THE MARKET
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85224 52 75
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85226 54 57
85248 67 104
85249 150 189
85286 99 136

$0
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MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD
WITH YEAR-OVER-YEAR PERCENTAGE CHANGE
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DATA PROVIDED BY KATIE TAYLOR OF THE GOODMAN 
TAYLOR TEAM

katie@thegoodmantaylorteam.com
480-220-6364
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“This new building represents a 
profound commitment to the health 
and well-being of the East Valley,” 
said Brian Galle, vice president of 
operations for  Dignity Health East 
Valley, in the news release.“As our 
community continues to expand 
at an incredible pace, it is our re-
sponsibility to ensure our neighbors 
have access to high-quality  medi-
cal care and this facility will bring 
many of those services under one 
roof.”

Present for the groundbreaking 
were several health care and local 
offi  cials, including Dignity Health 
East Valley CEO Jeff  McBee and 
President Mario Garner, Chandler 
Mayor Kevin Hartke, Vice Mayor 
Christine Ellis and Council mem-
bers Jennifer Hawkins, Angel Enci-
nas and O.D. Harris.

Tower
• From page 6

This 3-D model shows how a new ambulatory care tower on the Chandler Regional Medical Center 
campus will change the look. (Courtesy of Dignity Health)

leadership is counted on for fi nancial 
strategy, forecasting, and helping ensure 
the long-term sustainability of Kovach’s 
employee stock ownership plan.

Jansen Miller assumes the role of chief 
construction offi  cer, overseeing all project 
execution and delivery. The team ele-
vates quality, training and collaboration 
among employee-owners across all proj-
ect teams.

Allen “Kelly” Sands, chairman of the 
Kovach board, announced the board’s ad-
dition of Jack Kucera, who brings decades 
of executive leadership, entrepreneurial 
success, and philanthropic commitment, 
the release states, especially with a com-
pany called Climatec.

Kucera recently completed his sixth 
year as board chair of the Air Force Acad-
emy Foundation, helping raise nearly 
$300 million in support of Academy pro-
grams.

Kovach
• From page 6

Your gift.  
Their health.

Tax ID: 26-2420730 | QCO Code: 20693HEALING HOMELESSNESS. TOGETHER.

This holiday season, your donation to Circle the City can 
do more than provide compassionate healthcare to all 
individuals facing homelessness in Maricopa County–it  
can also give you something back.
With Arizona’s Charitable Tax Credit, you can donate up 
to $495 as an individual or $987 as a couple filing jointly, 
and it comes right off your state taxes. It’s a win-win: your 
generosity helps deliver critical care to those who need it 
most, and you benefit from a tax credit. 
Visit circlethecity.org to make an impact today.
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NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699 CROWN

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

FULLTIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO ASSIST YOU IN GETTING 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional prices. We’ll also 
replace missing teeth with bridges and provide cosmetic crowns to create 

the confident smile you deserve — all of this at affordable prices.

azcrowncenter.com•2490 West Ray Road, Unit 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

CALL TODAY!
480-349-1140

ONE SIMPLE PRICE, NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

PER U
N

IT

Arizona Crown 
Center – THE 
affordable dental 
crown experts. 
We fix broken teeth 
and replace missing 
teeth with bridges, 
caps and replace 
crowns – all at one 
low, affordable price!

Hope that holds when the 
world feels unsteady

By Rev. Dr. Derrick Elliott
PASTOR, SUN LAKES, 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

As the Advent season begins, 
many communities across the nation 

and the world are light-
ing candles of hope, 
peace, joy, and love.

We need this re-
minder even as head-
lines fi ll with uncer-
tainty.

We’ve watched as 
stories about government shutdowns, 
economic strain, and growing divi-
sions have taken their toll on every-
day life. 

Whether those struggles are on-
going or have passed by the time you 
read this, the eff ects remain: people 
are weary, trust feels fragile, and 
many are wondering what the future 
holds.

And yet, Advent arrives again, 
whispering a truth that refuses to 
fade, the light is coming. The word 
Advent means “arrival.”

The season of Advent is a time 
of waiting and preparation for the 
coming of Christ. A time for both as 
a remembrance of his birth and as a 
renewal of hope for the future.

In a culture that prizes instant 
answers, Advent teaches us to slow 
down and listen. The waiting be-
comes holy when we remember that 
God’s promises do not depend on 
the pace of our world or the perfor-
mance of our institutions.

The fi rst candle of Advent we 
light is the candle of Hope. Hope can 
feel harder to hold these days. But 

Christian hope doesn’t rest on ideal 
circumstances.

Hope is rooted in the belief that 
God is still at work. God is at work 
even when the systems around us 
falter.

That kind of hope has carried 
generations through wars, depres-
sions, and pandemics. It can take us 
now.

The next candle we light is the 
candle of peace. Peace should re-
mind us that peace is not the absence 
of confl ict but the presence of grace.

In our moments of fear or frus-
tration, peace begins in small acts: a 
calm word, a willingness to listen, or 
a simple refusal to add more noise to 
the chaos.

The last two candles in the Ad-
vent season are joy and love. The joy 
we seek is found not in perfection 
but in perseverance.

The joy is around the kitchen 
tables, in shared laughter, and in 
communities that keep showing up 
for one another.

Love is the fi nal candle before we 
light the Christ candles. The love 
candle calls us to care for our neigh-
bors, reach out to the lonely, and 
stand beside those who are strug-
gling.

Advent should remind us that 
even when the world trembles with 
uncertainty, God’s presence is 
steady. The candles we light each 
week are not decoration but decla-
ration: that light still shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

 Please send your comments to AzO-
pinions@iniusa.org. We are committed 
to publishing a wide variety of reader 
opinions, as long as they meet our 
Civility Guidelines.

Rev Derrick 
Elliott

Opinions
• From page 14

OPINION
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$1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! $1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE!
Valley Wide Remodelers You Can Depend On!

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

Luxury BathLuxury Bath
is Your Only Choice 

for Remodelling
As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we 
offer fast, affordable, and lifetime-

guaranteed bathroom remodelling 
solutions across the Phoenix area.

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

We’ll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • ROC #295792

Shower remodels • Tub-to-shower conversions
Walk-in tubs • Roll-in showers

The Frye Road property off ers 28 
megawatts of confi rmed utility power, 
served by an existing and dedicated on-
site Salt River Project substation, the 
release states.

It features four data center halls, one 
of which is fully leased to a Fortune 500 
enterprise user, the release stated. Lin-
coln plans to fi t out the remaining three 
halls, adding 16 megawatts of capacity 
and positioning the building for imme-
diate lease-up.

An initial 4.2 megawatts is targeted 
for delivery early in the fi rst quarter of 
2026.

Lincoln will also transition the proj-
ect from an evaporative cooled to air 
cooled mechanical system, the release 
states, creating the potential for as much 
as 3 million gallons of water savings per 
month for the city of Chandler’s sys-
tem.

The site is planned for additional de-

velopment, which was approved by the 
city of Chandler as part of a develop-
ment agreement initiated by the prop-
erty’s previous owner.

“Arizona’s unprecedented, immedi-
ate demand from hyperscale, enterprise 
and neocloud users has pushed local 
data center vacancy to record lows,” 
Lincoln Property Co. Executive Vice 
President and national data center 
group leader Ryan Sullivan. “This fa-
cility will add critical turnkey capacity 
with immediately available utility pow-
er. It’s a rare combination that we look 
forward to delivering as part of our on-
going value-add data center strategy.”

Lincoln will serve as the building’s 
property manager. Leasing will be han-
dled by Lincoln’s data center leasing 
team.

Lincoln has a history at the Frye 
Road property, the release states, serv-
ing as its owner a er acquiring the 
building in 2018 as part of a larger data 
center portfolio.

It sold the asset in 2019 to the cur-

rent seller.
Lincoln Senior Executive Vice Pres-

ident David Krumwiede said when his 
company sold the asset, it was to an en-
tity that was equally committed to pre-
serving and enhancing its value.

“Now, it is our turn to set yet anoth-
er performance bar for tenants and the 
Chandler market, at a time when the 
need for responsible data center space 
couldn’t be higher,” Krumwiede said.

According to CBRE, metro Phoenix 
ranks as the nation’s fourth-largest data 
center market, with steady demand and 
absorption pushing vacancy rates below 
2%, the release states.

The Frye Road facility adds to that 
new data center inventory, bringing 
Lincoln’s metro Phoenix footprint to 
23.2 million square feet of owned and 
managed space across Class A offi  ce 
and industrial projects such as Park303, 
Luke Field, Goodyear AirPark, Union 
and the Grand at Papago Park Center.

Data Center
• From page 6

AWARDS

CITY 
STAFF AWARDS
City of Chandler staff  were recog-
nized for excellence in fi nancial 
reporting for the 43rd consecutive 
year. From the left are Chandler 
Council member O.D. Harris, Joanne 
Chang, Sara Storey, Accounting Se-
nior Manager Julie Goucher, Julie 
San Miguel, Financial Services Di-
rector Kristi Smith and Mayor Kevin 
Hartke. (Independent Newsmedia/
Jason W. Brooks)w
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K Y R E N E  K I D S  A R E  R E A D Y  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E

6 TOP 100 
AZ SCHOOLS

BEST
RANKINGS

U.S. News

12 A+ SCHOOLS 
OF EXCELLENCE

A-RATED SCHOOL
DISTRICT

3RD MOST 
DIVERSE DISTRICT

From Preschool to Promotion 
and Every Milestone In Between.

From learning how to read and write 
to leading projects, solving real-world 

problems, and stepping confidently into 
high school, Kyrene students grow 

every step of the way.

Take a Virtual Tour of 
our Campuses!

One click. Anytime. Anywhere.

ENROLLMENT OPENS IN FEBRUARY
kyrene.org/kyrenekids 

or call 480-541-1000

Compiled by 
Jason W. Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

  1   Price Road, from Loop 202 to 
south of Queen Creek Road, will be 
the site of major restrictions through 
about Dec. 21 southbound and 
about Jan. 2, northbound. Crews 
are completing the sewer bypass 
removal and paving Price Road. The 
estimated project time is 30 days. 
The project follows the estimated 
469-day sewer bypass and relining 
that has aff ected both southbound 
and northbound Price Road traffi  c.

  2   Queen Creek Road, from Price 
Road to Old Price Road, will be the 
site of minor westbound restrictions 
through Friday, Dec. 19. The esti-
mated 395-day project is for instal-
lation of concrete “K-Rail” barriers 
along Queen Creek Road.

  3   Germann Road, from Alma 
School Road to Beverly Place, will 
be the site of eastbound right-lane 
and sidewalk closures among minor 
restrictions through Thursday, Dec. 
18. The estimated 11-day project 
does not have a stated purpose on 
the city’s GIS interactive map.

  4   Alma School Road, between 
Commonwealth and Erie streets, 
will be the site of major northbound 
restrictions through Thursday, Dec. 
18. The estimated 11-day project is 
for  utility work.

  5   Ray Road, from Mission Park 
Boulevard to McClintock Drive, 
will be the site of major weekend 
restrictions westbound through 
Tuesday, Dec. 30. The estimated 
42-day project is for power lines and 
poles.
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  6   McQueen Road, northbound 
and southbound near Loop 202 and 
Willis Road, will be the site of major 
restrictions through Thursday, Dec. 

18. The estimated 116-day project is 
to install concrete and “bullnose” on 
the sidewalk ramps, plus stripping.

6

3

TRANSPORTATION



YourValley.net  |  Chandler Independent  |  December 2025  27

2) greater listening, collaboration and 
follow-through from district leaders.”

An example of one of the multi-
ple-selection questions in the online 
survey, “What should the next super-
intendent’s top three overall priorities 
be?” The responses included 56.8% 
choosing recruiting and retaining 
high-quality staff ; 55.4% choosing 
academic achievement/closing learn-
ing gaps (student-outcome gover-
nance) and 37.6% choosing school 
safety and facilities.

Next up in the process was an up-
date from HYA on the search as part 
of the Wednesday, Dec. 10, regular 
CUSD board meeting. The online 
application deadline is Jan. 2, fol-
lowed by screening, interviewing of 
semifi nalists and then the fi nalists, 
leading up to a consideration of a 

contract at the Feb. 11 meeting.  
Late on the a ernoon of Nov. 21, 

the district released a statement about 
the profi le, and how it will help guide 
interview questions and other parts 
of the search and selection process. 
Serrano pointed out the importance 
of the profi le.

“As we begin accepting applica-
tions, this leadership profi le serves as 
our compass,” Serrano stated within 
the district statement. “It helps ensure 
that candidates are not only strong 
administrators, but leaders whose 
values and vision align with those 
of our community. We are seeking 
a collaborative superintendent who 
can build on our strengths, address 
our challenges, and partner with our 
community to move our district for-
ward.”

The district’s web page about its 
superintendent search can be found  
at tinyurl.com/4vwfsuxs

Profile
• From page 10

Get The Primary Care
You Deserve.
MDVIP Wellness Program

Expert comprehensive screenings and tests 
and acustom wellness plan designed for you.

Better Health Outcomes
Members have better control of chronic 

conditions liketype 2 diabetes, high 
cholesterol and hypertension.Dr. Heavens has 
extensive training in care of menopause and 

hormonereplacement therapy for women and 
men, he is also a certified Biote provider.

Available After Hours
The doctor is available by phone and after-

hours and on weekends.
Better Doctor- Patient Relationship
97% of MDVIP members are satisfied with their 

relationship(vs 58% in traditional PCP)

www.mdvip.com/doctors/jasonheavensmd
Located at 4450 South Rural Road Suite A210 Tempe.

Dr. Heavens is currentlyDr. Heavens is currently
accepting new patientsaccepting new patients

Get Started Today Get Started Today 

623.444.2734623.444.2734

FUNDRAISING

FAST 
FUNDRAISING
Jewish War Veterans 
Copper State Post 619 
raised more than $17,000 
in donations at 10 Fry’s 
grocery stores in the East 
Valley over Veterans Day 
weekend. This is the fi rst 
poppy campaign where 
shoppers who don’t 
carry cash were able to 
donate to help homeless, 
hospitalized and at-risk 
veterans by using a digital 
payment network; the 
Post took in $500 via 
Zelle. From the left are 
JWV veteran Gabe Fors-
berg, JWV volunteer Dawn 
Quinn and Zelle donor and 
Chandler-area resident 
Bri Armijo. (Courtesy of 
Nancy Stutman)
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By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Grand Canyon Sisters of Per-
petual Indulgence were among the 
many represented groups and orga-
nizations at Chandler Pride this year.

The event, held on the somewhat 
rainy a ernoon and evening of Nov. 
15, drew in everyone from celebra-
tors to local LGBTQIA-friendly 
businesses, churches and advocacy 
organizations to elected offi  cials and 
candidates.

LLL Reptile had a manager on-
site showing snakes, lizards and other 
creatures. Cheer Arizona performed 
again this year, encouraging everyone 
to be or become allies, as did some lo-
cal musicians.

Elected offi  cials, such as state Rep. 
Stacey Travers and Sen. Mitzi Ep-
stein, were there, along with Chan-
dler City Council members Angel 
Encinas, Jane Poston and Matt Or-
lando. Some spoke briefl y. 

Orlando and Congressional Dis-
trict 4 candidate Elizabeth Lee were 
among those getting petition signa-
tures and talking issues with partici-
pants.

The Grand Canyon Sisters of Per-
petual Indulgence, whose stated de-
scription is an “order of 21st-century 
queer and trans nuns dedicated to the 
promulgation of universal joy and the 
expiation of stigmatic guilt,” had at 
least a pair of representatives in atten-

dance.
Chandler Pride has been held in 

November for at least the past few 
years, as the traditional pride month 
of June is among the hottest, most 
dangerous times to be outdoors or 
holding special events in Arizona.

Phoenix Pride, probably the larg-
est annual such set of events in Arizo-
na, is held in October.

Pride draws hundreds to downtown Chandler

Derrick Van Hyning of LLL Reptile, above, shows 
a lizard to attendees at Chandler Pride on Nov. 
15 at Dr. A.J. Chandler Park downtown. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

Cheer 
Arizona 
performed 
again this 
year at 
Chandler 
Pride, held 
Nov. 15 
at Dr. A.J. 
Chandler 
Park down-
town. (In-
dependent 
Newsme-
dia/Jason 
W. Brooks)

Chandler City 
Councilmember 
Jane Poston 
speaks while 
standing on a 
seating structure 
at Chandler Pride 
on Nov. 15 at Dr. 
A.J. Chandler 
Park downtown. 
(Independent 
Newsmedia/Ja-
son W. Brooks)

Above, Chandler City Council member An-
gel Encinas greets a participant at Chan-
dler Pride on Nov. 15 at Dr. A.J. Chandler 
Park downtown. (Independent Newsme-
dia/Jason W. Brooks)

At left, State Sen. Mitzi Epstein speaks during Chandler 
Pride on Nov. 15 at Dr. A.J. Chandler Park downtown. (In-
dependent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)
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$100 OFF
Recurring Cleaning

FALL SPECIAL

($20 off first 5 visits) Offer expires 1-30-26.

480-550-8282 • TwoMaidsCleaning.com

First time customers only. One time use with 
coupon. Offer expires 1-30-26.

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

License #00825-2018

$150 OFF

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Claim Assist Solutions, a provid-
er of insurance claim support ser-
vices, has announced plans to open 
a 58,000-square-foot offi  ce at One 
Chandler Corporate Center, located 
in west Chandler.

The new offi  ce will be the compa-
ny’s fi rst in Arizona, helping to meet 
the growing demand for its services 
in the Phoenix area while providing 
support for clients across the country, 
according to a news release from the 
city.

“Our decision to expand into 
Chandler is driven by both client 
demand and the area’s strong tal-
ent pool,” Ramon Lopez, president 
of San Antonio-based Claim Assist 
Solutions, stated in the news release. 
“This is a signifi cant investment for 
us, and we see great long-term growth 

opportunities in Chandler.”
“Chandler continues to attract 

companies from a variety of indus-
tries that create diverse, quality job 
opportunities for our residents,” 
Mayor Kevin Hartke stated.

Micah Miranda, Chandler’s eco-

nomic development director, stated 
his department’s job isn’t necessarily 
done when the city lands a new em-
ployer like Claim Assist Solutions. 

“Our team looks forward to sup-
porting their ramp-up and helping 
them integrate into the local business 

community,” Miranda stated.
The release states Claim Assist 

Solutions wanted to begin by hiring 
about 40 employees to launch the of-
fi ce starting in mid-November, with 
plans for as many as 400 positions 
over the next two to three years.

New insurance adjusters will be 
hired in cohorts and go through com-
pany training together.

For hiring information, go online 
to claimassistsolutions.com/join-the-
team/

The company’s website states it 
specializes in streamlining the claims
process for carriers, adjusters, and 
policyholders. It’s aided by Claim
Assist Technologies, a proprietary
claims management so ware plat-
form that provides rapid claims pro-
cessing through enhanced visibility
and real-time communication.

Claim Assist Solutions, a provider of insurance claim support services, has announced plans to open 
a 58,000 square-foot offi  ce at One Chandler Corporate Center, located in west Chandler. (Courtesy of 
city of Chandler)

Insurance support fi rm expands into Chandler
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Thank You, 
Chandler.

Gracias, 
Chandler.

chandleraz.gov/BondElection

Muchas gracias a todos aquellos residentes de Chandler que participaron en 
la Elección Especial del 4 de noviembre. Su participación ayuda a guiar cómo 

invertimos en proyectos y servicios para Parques y Recreación, Calles y Tráfico, 
y los Servicios de Bomberos y de Policía. Estas áreas son vitales para mantener 

nuestra ciudad segura, conectada y próspera.

Thank you to all Chandler residents who participated in the Nov. 4 Special 
Election. Your engagement helps guide how we invest in the projects and 
amenities for Parks & Recreation, Streets & Traffic and Fire and Police 
Services. These areas are vital to keep our city safe, connected and thriving.
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Need food assistance? 
Want to help others?
Chandler has resources to support families facing food 
insecurity — and ways for residents to give back. Whether 
you’re looking for a local food bank, donation site, or 
volunteer opportunity, we’ll connect you with trusted 
partners in our community.

Learn more at chandleraz.gov/WeCanHelp

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A er Chandler Unifi ed leaders 
had a chance to process, refl ect upon, 
and, in a few cases, appeal some of 
this year’s state school letter grades, 
district administrators put together a 
presentation that focused on the suc-
cesses.

Chandler leaders, in a Nov. 12 
CUSD governing board study session 
presentation, made a point of empha-
sizing the district of about 44 schools 
maintains a district letter grade of A.

School and district letter grades for 
the 2024-25 school year were released 
recently by the Arizona Department 
of Education.

And perhaps almost as noteworthy, 
one of its most embattled schools on 
some fronts, Hartford Sylvia Encinas 
Elementary, moved from a C grade to 
an A for the most recently completed 
school year. Hartford, a 1957-built 

school that serves one of the most 
socio-economically challenged pop-
ulations within CUSD, is due to be 
“remimagined” and rebuilt as one 
of the cornerstones of the district’s 
$271.5 million bond voters approved 
in the Nov. 4 special election.

Assistant Superintendent Jennifer 

Fletcher told the board that having 42 
of 44 CUSD schools with an A or a B, 
or 95%, is the best the district has per-
formed since the Department of Ed-
ucation began assigning letter grades 
a er the 2016-17 year.

“We had three schools for which 
we appealed their letter grades (An-

dersen and Bologna elementaries and 
Bogle Junior High),” Fletcher said. 
“Those three were within hundredths 
of a point of being ‘A’ schools. But 
even if those become a B, we’ll still 
have enough points to remain an ‘A’ 
district.”

Fletcher explained the criteria, 
which diff ers for various grade-level or 
types of schools. Profi ciency, growth 
and the progress of English-language 
learners are factors at every level, 
while career readiness, for example, is 
only used in evaluating high schools.

Other improvements include six 
CUSD schools improving from grade 
B to A, only two receiving C grades, 
zero CUSD sites receiving a D grade 
and three of its six high schools scoring 
among the top 10% in the state.

Arizona College Prep High School 
led the state in points among high 
schools with 89.97.

Chandler celebrates ‘A’ grade of district, 31 schools  

Chandler Unifi ed had one of its best years in 2024-25 in terms of the metrics the Arizona Department 
of Education uses to determine school, district and area letter grades. (Courtesy of Chandler USD)
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THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Apache Junction • January 7, 2026 • Central Arizona College 
Surprise • January 27, 2026 • The Colonnade

Litchfield Park/Goodyear • Feb. 18, 2026 • Tuscany Falls  Ballroom
Chandler • February 24, 2026 • Sun Lakes Country Club

Peoria • March 26, 2026 • Westbrook Village
SunCity West • April 22, 2026 • SCW Foundation

Sun City • May 4, 2026 • Sundial Rec Center
Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade

1870 W Germann Rd St 100, 
Chandler, AZ 85286

480-674-6200 | K9Resorts.com

20% OFF
if you board with us between 

Jan. 5 and Mar. 1, 2026
Cannot be combined with any other discount.

New reservations only.

DOG CARE & BOARDINGDOG CARE & BOARDING
Your pet’s home away from home. Where a dog can be a dog!

Internationally Recognized, Internationally Recognized, 
Multi Award-Winning Multi Award-Winning 

Pet CarePet Care
• Flawless customer service• Flawless customer service
• Cage free luxury boarding• Cage free luxury boarding
• Loving and caring staff • Loving and caring staff 
• State-of-the-art facilities• State-of-the-art facilities
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Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

480-883-8000
10325 E. Riggs Rd. Sun Lakes, AZ

(Basha’s Shopping Center)

DENTURE LAB ON SITE
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Dr. Sroujieh DDS.DABOI.FAAID. • SunLakesFamilyDental.com

All On 4 Fixed Teeth
$3,000 OFF
With All On Four Implant System
Call For A Free Consultation

FULL DENTURES
Starts at $799 Each

Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.
Some restrictions may apply

Implant-Supported Dentures
Includes 2 implants, attachments & dentures

$5,999 Each
Cash price • Reg. $10,000

With this  coupon. Some restrictions may apply.
Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.

New Patient Special
Exam, X-Rays & 
Regular Cleaning

New Patients Only.Not for periodontal cleaning.
Some restrictions may apply. Exp. 4/15/2026

$99

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Nick Arreola says he doesn’t feel 
like a hero. 

Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke 
begs to diff er.

Hartke presented Arreola with 
a community hero award Nov. 10 
during the city council meeting. 

Arreola, a Chandler resident who’s 
a nurse, was on his way home from a 
late-night shi  in October when he 
passed a Chandler house that he saw 
was on fi re. He stopped and banged 
on the door of the house, alerting the 
family inside about the fi re.

All fi ve Quezada family occupants 
escaped the house.

Arreola spoke during the council 
meeting, saying he did what he be-
lieved most people would do, and 
that he was in the right place at the 
right time.

“It’s kind of weird being called a 
hero,” Arreola said. “I don’t really 

feel like a hero. I feel like I did what 
everyone would do, but some people 
have said to me ‘I wouldn’t do that.’”

Arreola thanked his parents for
raising him to be the kind of person 
who takes action. He said he was im-
pressed and how fast Chandler fi re, 
EMS and police were on-scene, and
that fi refi ghters and the quick re-
sponse “pretty much saved the entire 
building.”

Members of Arreola’s family and 
the Quezada family took photos with 
the mayor and council.

Hartke thanked Councilmember 
Angel Encinas for bringing the in-
cident to the attention of staff  and 
council.

He said Arreola is the kind of res-
ident who he prefers to think of as a
role model.

“Because of Nick, a family is alive 
today,” Hartke said. “We are remind-
ed of the profound power and impor-
tance of looking out for one another.”

Chandler resident and nurse Nick Arreola holds a statuette given to him as a community award Nov. 10, 
with his girlfriend, Kassandra Martinez, and Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke at his sides, surrounded by 
the City Council, along with some of Arreola’s family and the Quezada family. The Quezadas’ home was 
on fi re on an October night when Arreola, passing by, stopped and alerted all fi ve members in time to
get out safely. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

Nurse honored for heroic 
help with house fi re
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Announcement
Commercial 

Property
AC/Heating

Emergency Priority Service
Free Estimates on NEW Units
$89 Service Fee
(waived with repair)

Senior Discounts on Repairs
We Offer Financing

Licensed / Bonded / Insured / ROC 354145

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

602-898-Home (4663)

$149.95 Winter/Summer Check Up
Includes Condenser Coil Cleaning

with coupon.

www.service1sthvac.com

Glass Repair

Call us today! (480)892-1556
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Glass Repair & Replacement
Window Replacement • Shower Doors

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Plumbing

• Drain & Sewer Cleaning
• Hydro-Jetting
• Water Heaters
• Faucets
• Fixtures
• Leak Locating

Over 300 5-Star Reviews

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL 24/7
480-895-5858
cureallplumbing.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 20+ YEARS
• Sewer Video Inspection
• Trenchless Sewer Lining
• Water Treatment Solutions

Roofi ng

ANGLER
CONSTRUCTION

No job too big or small
Senior discounts available

ROC # 305771 

Licensed Bonded Insured

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE

FREE 
ESTIMATES

480-518-3246

2022

WINNER
EAST VALLEY

FAVORITES

YourValley.net

AANNGGGLLEERR
ROOFING

480.924.4444480.924.4444
FirstResponseRoofingAZ.com

FINANCING AVAILABLE | MILITARY DISCOUNTS
ROC 337526

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofi ng

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

Your Ad Goes Here!   To advertise call   623-972-6101

In Print & Online
• merchandise  • services
• jobs  • homes  • vehicles  • & more

Buy or Sell
in the Classifieds
All Types of 
Classified Ads

Call or Go Online to Place an Ad:
623.972.6101
iniusa.org/classifieds
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LVP, Tile
Laminate

Financing 
& Discounts 

Available

No B.S.”Free 
Installation” or 
“Room Sales”

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

In Home 
Estimates 

(or Business)

Showers 
Counter Tops 

Back Splashes

Research 
Our

Reviews

480-939-0208

NEED FLOORING?
VINYL PLANK • TILE • LAMINATE • SHOWERS • WOOD

zonafloors.com
ROC #336899 & 349964

We will bring major manufacturers samples to your home or we will provide “installation 
only” estimates if you purchase your own flooring materials!
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