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By Brina Brown
SUPERSTITION HARLEY-DAVIDSON 

MARKETING MANAGER 

The final numbers are in, and the 
10th Annual Trolls Teddy Bear Run 
proved once again that the motor-
cycle community shows up when it 
matters most.

This year, 150 riders came togeth-
er with one mission on Dec. 6: make 
the holidays brighter for Arizona kids 
who need it most. Thanks to their 
generosity, we collected an incredi-
ble 679 teddy bears and toys, all of 
which are being distributed to advo-
cacy centers across the state to bring 
comfort and joy to children during 
difficult times.

What started years ago with Troll 
and Shelly Ward alongside the Mesa 
Family Advocacy Center has grown 
into a powerful annual tradition root-
ed in community, compassion and 
good old-fashioned boots-on-the-
ground support. Ten years in, the 
heart behind this ride is stronger than 
ever.

This impactful event would not 
be possible without the continued 
support of our sponsors, Superstition 
Harley-Davidson and Law Tigers, 
whose commitment to giving back 
helps keep this tradition rolling year 
after year. Their support plays a huge 
role in turning miles ridden into re-
al-world impact for Arizona families.

This year, we were honored to 
have representatives on-site to receive 
toys for the kiddos from the following 
organizations: Mesa Family Advo-
cacy Center, Defenders of Children, 
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Police seize dynamite 
during crisis response

Police officers found dynamite 
in a vehicle during an investiga-
tion Dec. 10 at a drug and alco-
hol addiction treatment center in 
Apache Junction.

Officers found the explosives 
when they responded to a call 
about a person in crisis at Axi-
om Care, 105 N. Ocotillo Road, 
police said.

They connected the person, 
who told them there was dyna-
mite in their vehicle, with ap-
propriate mental health services, 
police said.

Officers requested assistance 
from the Mesa Police Depart-
ment Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal Unit to assess and handle 
the materials, which were safely 
seized, police said.

Go to https://tinyurl.com/
mr2h8kx5

US60 project in Globe 
breaks for winter

The Arizona Department of 
Transportation advises drivers 
that active work on the pavement 
rehabilitation project on U.S. 
Highway 60, between Santee 
Street and U.S. Highway 70 
(mileposts 250-252) in Globe will 
go on break through the winter 
months.

Go to https://tinyurl.com/
4j92sys2 • See Giving on page 15

10th Annual Trolls Teddy Bear Run held

Greg “Troll” Hughes with the teddy bears and toys at the 10th Annual Trolls Teddy Bear Run. (Brina 
Brown)

Superstition 
Harley-Davidson 

celebrates a 
decade of giving

From right 
are Greg 
“Troll” 
Hughes 
and Shelly 
Ward at 
the 10th 
Annual 
Trolls 
Teddy 
Bear Run 
in Apache 
Junction. 
(Brina 
Brown) 

Officers found explosives when they respond-
ed to a call about a person in crisis at Axiom 
Care, 105 N. Ocotillo Road, Apache Junction, 
police said. (AJPD)
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Mesa, AZ — The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with 
prescription drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These drugs 
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are 
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause you to feel 
uncomfortable and have a variety of 

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy 
is a result of damage to the nerves often 
causing weakness, pain, numbness, 
tingling, and the most debilitating balance 
problems. This damage is commonly 
caused by a hands and feet which causes 
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to 
lack of nutrient flow.

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood 
vessels that surround the nerves become 
diseased they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to “die” 
they cause you to have balance problems, 
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and 
many additional symptoms. The main 
problem is that your doctor has told you 

to just live with the problem or try the drugs 
which you don’t like taking because they 
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now 
a facility  right here in Mesa that offers you 
hope without taking those endless drugs 
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity 
examination at the end of this article)
neuropathy three factors must be 
determined.

1)  What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been 
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve 
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for 
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition 
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen 
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow, 
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you 
back to health is our new $50,000.00 
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art 
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic 
unit to accurately determine the increase 
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to 
accurately determine the increase in small 
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system 
delivers energy to the affected area of your 
body at varying wavelengths, including 
both low-frequency and middle-frequency 
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated 
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM) 
signaling. During a treatment session, the 
Sanexas system automatically changes to 
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric 
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS 
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare 
restrictions apply) Depending on your 
coverage, your treatment could be little to 
no cost to you! 

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 
determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have 
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage 
there is hope! 
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nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to 
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has told you to just live with the 
problem or try the drugs which you 
don’t like taking because they make 
you feel uncomfortable. There is now 

you hope without taking those endless 
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The Sanexas electric cell signaling system 

of your body at varying wavelengths, 
including both low-frequency and 
middle-frequency signals. It also 
uses amplitude modulated (AM) and 
frequency modulated (FM) signaling. 
During a treatment session, the 
Sanexas system automatically changes 
to simultaneously deliver AM and FM 
electric cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS 
IS COVERED BY MEDICARE AND MOST 
INSURANCE! Depending on your 
coverage, your treatment could be little 
to no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 

determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you 
have not sustained at least 95% nerve 
damage there is hope!

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a 

neuropathy.

this chronic pain and neuropathy 
severity examination from now 
until March 31, 2023.  Call 480-
274-3157 to make an appointment 
to determine if your chronic pain 
and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

are limiting this FREE consultation 

HAVE TO SUFFER ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL 
Call 480-274-3157 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call 
goes to our voicemail, please leave a 
message and we will get back to you 
asap.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

Fig. 2

480-274-3157
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

480-796-1136
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/ 
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed 
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this 
chronic pain and neuropathy severity 
examination from now until January 
31, 2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an 
appointment to determine if your chronic 
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are 
limiting this FREE consultation to the first 
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER 
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes 
to our voicemail, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you asap.
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Medicare • Individuals 
& Families • Small/Large 

Groups • Long Term Care • 
Life Insurance

Plans With Zero Deductibles

Low Copays & 
Afforadable Premiums

Choose Your Own Doctors

Retired? Not old enough for 
Medicare? 

PPO plans available with low copays  
and deductibles. We can get you on 
a plan that fits your budget that you 

won’t be scared to use.

Buffelgrass
• From page 1

In desert areas where fire is not a 
common ecological process, invasive 
species including buffelgrass have in-
vaded natural areas, threatened na-
tive species and provide the fuel that 
allows fires to spread through desert 
areas, according to the Arizona wild-
life conservation strategy section of 
the Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s website.

Volunteers have been pulling 
the buffelgrass off the mountain for 
about three years, said Elliott Anuta, 
Apache Junction natural resources 
and outdoor recreation coordinator.

“We are about halfway up the 
mountain now with just manual pulls. 
Manual pulls can be a really effective 
way of treating buffelgrass as long 
as we ensure we are getting the en-
tire root system. It does less damage 

to the local ecosystem because that 
way we’re not using chemicals as 
well,” he said. “There are areas of the 
mountain that we know are not safe 
for participants to go to so those areas 
we will treat with chemicals. We try 
to minimize that as much as possible 
and do things like this.”

The all-volunteer effort started 
several years ago with a grant from 
the Arizona Department of Forestry 
and Fire Management, Anuta said.

“In it we identify specific areas that 
have a higher fire potential because of 
the invasive plants and so those are 
the areas that we really target hard for 

fire mitigation and also for vegetation 
health. So these invasives can choke 
out a lot of the native vegetation so 
we try to remove them to create that 
natural Sonoran desert, which has 
the gaps that we are all used to and it 
definitely helps with the fire mitiga-
tion,” he said.

Micah Hudson, who pulled buffel-
grass to gather National Junior Hon-
or Society community service hours, 
volunteered on Dec. 6 with his moth-
er, Amber. They both live in Gold 
Canyon, and 14-year-old Micah at-
tends Legacy Traditional Schools in 
east Mesa. 

It was the first time they volun-
teered to pull buffelgrass.

Micah said he has hiked on Silly 
Mountain in the past.

“Hiking and there was a campfire 
here once,” he said.

East Mesa resident Jan Favorite, 

• See Buffelgrass  on page 6

FROM THE COVER

Volunteers at the Dec. 6 buffelgrass removal at Silly Mountain Park are, standing from left, Jan Favor-
ite, Micah Hudson, Ruby Bigelow, Michael Castle, Nickolaus Laneaster-Eistle, Ivan Laneaster-Eistle, 
Geoffry Fitzwater-Castle and Robert Sanor; and sitting from left, are Amber Hudson and Lena Bigelow. 
(Independent Newsmedia, Richard H. Dyer)



YourValley.net |  Apache Junction Independent |  January 2026  5  

3 DAYS OF RODEO, FOOD, VENDORS, &
CARNIVAL PLUS

Rodeo, Friday-Sunday at 1:30 pm
Brat Party, Thursday, Feb. 26 at 12 pm
Rodeo Dance, Friday, Feb. 27 at 7pm
Parade, Saturday, Feb. 28 at 9am

FEBRUARY 27-  March 1 ,  2026

More informat ion atMore informat ion atMore informat ion atMore informat ion atMore informat ion at
LostDutchmanDays .orgLostDutchmanDays .orgLostDutchmanDays .orgLostDutchmanDays .orgLostDutchmanDays .org

More informat ion at
LostDutchmanDays .org

Main events take place at 1590 E Lost Dutchman Blvd, Apache Junction,
AZ 85119. Please check the website for specific times and locations.

LOST DUTCHMAN DAYSLOST DUTCHMAN DAYS

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT AJ  CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

Your  Home Town Your  Home Town 
Tire and  Service Tire and  Service CenterCenter

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
480-982-8489

OPENOPEN
M-F 8am to 5:30pmM-F 8am to 5:30pm
Saturday 8am-2pmSaturday 8am-2pm

Closed SundayClosed Sunday

FREE 4 TIRE ROTATION AND SAFETY INSPECTION
Most cars, up to 5qts 5w30, 5w20 bulk oils, new oil filter, chassis lube. Reset 
TPMS not included. Plus $3 waste fees. (Canister oil filter - additional oil - 
larger vehicles - Foreign Euro vehicles - and special vehicles, extra charges 
will apply.) Must present Coupon printed or digitally. Expires 1-30-26

$2999

BASIC LUBE, OIL &
FILTER CHANGE

$5499

SYNTHETIC LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER CHANGE

OR

 

 
  

  

2023

EAST VALLEY
FAVORITES

YourValley.net

740 W Apache Trail • Apache Junction, AZ 85120740 W Apache Trail • Apache Junction, AZ 85120

 480-982-8489 480-982-8489
See Our New Specials at:See Our New Specials at:  

AJTIRESANDSERVICE.COMAJTIRESANDSERVICE.COM
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$100 OFF
Recurring Cleaning

WINTER SPECIAL

($20 off first 5 visits) Offer expires 1-30-26.

480-550-8282 • TwoMaidsCleaning.com

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY AND MONTHLY
CLEANING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

480-550-8282
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm; Closed Weekends.

www.twomaidsgilbert.com License # 000825- 2018

$5000
      OFF

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean
First time customers only. One time use.
With this coupon. Offer expires 5-15-23.

$2000 OFF 
Your First

Recurring Cleaning
First time customers only. One time use with 

coupon. Offer expires 1-30-26.

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

License #00825-2018

$150OFF

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY AND MONTHLY
CLEANING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

480-550-8282
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm; Closed Weekends.

www.twomaidsgilbert.com License # 000825- 2018

$5000
      OFF

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean
First time customers only. One time use.
With this coupon. Offer expires 5-15-23.

$2000 OFF 
Your First

Recurring Cleaning

FROM THE COVER

also a volunteer, saw in the city of 
Apache Junction’s e-newsletter that 
volunteers were needed to pull buf-
felgrass, which she had never done 
before, she said.

Mesa resident Jill Bigelow’s two 
daughters, 13-year-old Ruby and 
15-year-old Lena, volunteered pull-
ing buffelgrass.

“I think it’s important to always 
take care of your community,” Jill Bi-
gelow said. “October was rough — it 
was like 95 degrees outside.”

Volunteer numbers have been in-
creasing in the past year, Anuta said.

“So last year when we did it we 
did get smaller groups, usually like 
between three and eight people. But 
October/November we had 15 each 
time. So this year has been a little bit 
more momentum,” Anuta said. “We 

do get a lot of people who come from 
the surrounding areas, especially like 
the east Mesa border. Gold Canyon 
has a pretty large investment in com-
ing out here as well just because their 
community borders the east side of 
Silly Mountain. So definitely do get 
people that reside outside of Apache 
Junction.” 

Parks and Recreation Director Liz 
Langenbach was at Silly Mountain 
the morning of Dec. 6 identifying ar-
eas where stinknet, another invasive 
plant, has taken root. 

Having the monthly manual pulls 
of buffelgrass by volunteers helps 
community members better recog-
nize the invasive plant and greatly 
helps the city, Langenbach said.

“It can be on their own property 
or other areas that they are hiking,” 
she said. “There’s just no way that 
we would be able to attack this all 
without volunteers. So the more that 
we can get folks engaged, the bet-

ter we are going to be able to impact 
the work we’re doing here on Silly 
Mountain.”

Volunteers were used a couple 
years ago to pull stinknet from the 
mountain, Langenbach said.

“We’re unhappy seeing it popping 
up here. It wasn’t here last year,” she 
said. “It smells terrible, it has a terri-

ble oil and then it will also become an 
invasive if we let it stay.”

For information on the volunteer 
effort to remove invasive plants, go 
to https://www.apachejunctionaz.
gov/1168/Invasive-Species.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@iniusa.
org, or on X @rhdyer. To voice your opinion on this 

story, connect with us at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

FROM THE COVER

Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Coordinator Elliott Anuta, right, speaks to volunteers. 
(Independent Newsmedia, Richard H. Dyer) 

Buffelgrass
• From page 4
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Office: 480-497-1110 • goldcanyonplumbing.com

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

ROC-269970-K37

FEATURED
IN PLUMBER 
MAGAZINE

24/7 PLUMBING 
SERVICE

WOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATED
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24/7 PLUMBING 24/7 PLUMBING 
SERVICESERVICE
Licensed
Bonded
Insured

ROC-269970-K37
Office: 480-497-1110 • goldcanyonplumbing.com

Call Today
for Your Water

Treatment Options

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699 CROWN

FULL-TIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO ASSIST YOU IN GETTING 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional prices. We’ll also 
replace missing teeth with bridges and provide cosmetic crowns to create 

the confident smile you deserve — all of this at affordable prices.

azcrowncenter.com•2490 West Ray Road, Unit 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

CALL TODAY!
480-349-1140

ONE SIMPLE PRICE, NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

PER U
N

IT

Arizona Crown 
Center – THE 
affordable dental 
crown experts. 
We fix broken teeth 
and replace missing 
teeth with bridges, 
caps and replace 
crowns – all at one 
low, affordable price!

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

ART GALLERY GIFTS
Featuring Owners

Susan Paige
and husband

Lt Col Barry
and

Local Artists
Downtown Apache Junction

Paige Artists Gallery

300 West Apache Trail, Suite 106A
Visit all shops in the Plaza

Summer Hours Fri. & Sat. 10am-4pm    susanpaige@susanpaige.com
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Attorney Samantha S. York 
grew up in Globe. She moved to 
Gold Canyon with her husband 
about eight years ago to be closer 
to work and to escape the bustle 
of city life.

She volunteers with several 
community organizations to sup-
port children in foster care. York 
coordinates and collects dona-
tions, and delivers gifts during 
Christmas and again at the start 
of the school year. She says, “It’s 
one of the most meaningful parts 
of my life outside of the office — 
being able to brighten a child’s 
day and remind them that their 
community cares deeply about 
them.”

Name: Samantha S. York
Age: I’m old enough to have 

earned every one of my gray 
hairs and grateful for the wisdom that came with them.

Occupation: Attorney
Hometown: I was born and raised in Globe.  
Family: I grew up in a loving home where some of my 

best memories were made fishing, camping, and enjoy-
ing the outdoors. Today, I’m happily married to the love 
of my life. We share a blended family of three adult sons 
and an adult daughter, and we are proud grandparents to 
a lively grandson who keeps us young. Much of our lives 
were spent cheering on our kids at sporting events, choir 
concerts, school competitions, and everything in between. 
Now that they’re grown, we’re slowing down just a little, 
except which it comes to football games for our grandson. 
We love traveling and enjoying life together. 

What brought you to Gold Canyon? My husband and 
I moved to Gold Canyon about eight years ago to be closer 
to work and to escape the bustle of city life. We immediate-
ly fell in love with the beauty of the area and enjoy hiking, 
bike riding and taking long walks through the community. 

Business: Gold Canyon Law PLLC, formerly The Law 
Office of Samantha Sue Elledge PLLC, is proud to serve 
the Gold Canyon community by helping individuals and 
families plan for the future with confidence, understand-

ing and care. We are committed to 
offering accessible, compassionate 
legal services to those navigating 
some of life’s most important de-
cisions. 

Hours of operation: 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. Monday-Friday.

How can people contact you? 
(Email, phone, website, etc.): 

• Phone: 480-807-1654
• Fax: 480-983-6711
• Email: SamanthaYork@

GCLawAZ.com
How long have you worked 

at the Law Office of Samantha 
S. Elledge and what services 
do you offer? I am an Arizona 
attorney with over a decade of 
experience serving families, chil-
dren and individuals in complex 
and sensitive legal matters. Since 
being admitted to the State Bar 
of Arizona in 2015, I’ve built my 

career on a foundation of advocacy, integrity, and com-
passion. 

Although my firm has been established in Gold Can-
yon for eight years, much of my early practice involved 
contract work with Pinal and Gila counties, where I repre-
sented children and families in juvenile, guardianship/con-
servatorship and family law matters. Drawing on years of 
experience in guardianships, conservatorships, family law, 
probate and juvenile law, the firm is now fully transition-
ing to private practice. We are expanding our services to 
include estate planning, wills, trusts and elder law – ensur-
ing that clients have comprehensive support through every 
stage of life. 

What I am promoting: The Gold Canyon Law team is 
eager to provide personalized, client-centered services to 
the community. My practice focuses on protecting what 
matters most: your family, your future and your peace of 
mind.   

What drew you to your community? Gold Canyon 
has a unique charm; the stunning views, the peaceful at-
mosphere and the sense of neighborliness all drew us here. 
Living and working here gives me the opportunity to build 
meaningful connections with the people I serve.

BUSINESS LICENSES

• See Business on page 12

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

There were 71 business licenses 
issued in November 2025 in the city 
of Apache Junction.

The following business licenses 
are listed by name — including do-
ing business as or dba; city; contact 
name; and North American Industry 
Classification System (code). For the 
full list, go to YourValley.net.

• Nicole Binkley dba Jean Anne 
Gluten Free Micro Bakery; Mesa; 
Nikki Binkley; Perishable Prepared 
Food Manufacturing (311991).

• Ameris Bank dba Balboa Capi-
tal; Atlanta, Georgia; Heather Park-
er; Commercial Banking (522110).

• California Witch; Apache Junc-
tion; Dolly Phillips; All Other Per-
sonal Services (812990).

• Bug N Dots dba Bug N Dots 
Custom Gift Shop; Apache Junction; 
Denise Durard; Gift, Novelty, And 
Souvenir Retailers (459420).

• Sewn In Sunshine; San Tan Val-
ley; Jayden Bagge; Sewing, Needle-
work, And Piece Goods Retailers 
(459130).

• Advanced Clinical Technolo-
gy; Wixom, Michigan; Angie Haw-
kins; Medical, Dental, And Hospital 
Equipment And Supplies Merchant 
Wholesalers (423450).

• The Altman Shoppe; Queen 
Creek; Eric Altman; All Other Mis-
cellaneous Fabricated Metal Product 
Manufacturing (332999).

• Central Arizona Regional Eco-
nomic Development Foundation; 
Glendale; Patti King; Business Asso-
ciations (813910).

• Titan Pools LLC; Queen Creek; 
Matt Farley; All Other Specialty 
Trade Contractors (238990).

• Jon Ryan dba Jon Ryan Jewelry 
Design; Apache Junction; Jon Ryan; 
Jewelry And Silverware Manufactur-
ing (339910), Electronic Shopping 

Meet Your Business: York an attorney 
at Gold Canyon Law PLLC 

Samantha S. York
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O�ces, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

�
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Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 1/31/26.
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BUSINESS MOVES

Compiled by Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Map not to scale
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LIQUOR LICENSES

JERSEY MIKE’S SUBS

IN THE NEWS
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NOW OPEN
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Eleven area businesses and organizations 
participated in the 2025 Jingle in the Junc-
tion decorating contest. Votes could be 
cast Nov. 29-Dec. 17 for the business that 
lights up the Apache Junction communi-
ty with the most holiday spirit in 2025. 
Participating businesses and organizations 
were:

• Apache Junction Area Chamber 
of Commerce, 567 W. Apache 

Trail

• Avista Apache Junction, 675 W. 
Broadway Ave.

• Dashing Groomer, 1075 S. Idaho 
Road No. 214

• Handlebar Pub and Grill, 650 
W. Apache Trail

• Horizon Heath and Wellness, 
Earth Heart Park Garden Club, 

625 N. Plaza Drive

• Maggies Lounge, 100 N. Plaza 

Drive

• Mozzie Fox Salon, 850 S. Iron-
wood Drive Suite No. 106

• Sunny Dea Sweet Treats, 1075 
S. Idaho Road No. 103

• Toast Gio’s, 1422 E. Broadway 
Ave.

• Twistd Treatz food truck

• VFW Post 7968 and Auxiliary, 
250 S. Phelps Drive

The winner was to be announced Dec. 19. Jersey Mike’s Subs, known 
for its sliced/fresh grilled subs, 

opened Dec. 3 at 2540 W. Apache 
Trail in Apache Junction.  Rich Ma-
cLachlan is the franchise owner. The 
restaurant’s hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
seven days a week. Contact this loca-
tion directly at 480-327-6799. Jersey 
Mike’s is looking for individuals inter-
ested in career opportunities. Candi-
dates are invited to apply at https://
www.jerseymikes.com/careers.

The 10th Annual Trolls Teddy 
Bear Run was held Dec. 6 at 

Superstition Harley-Davidson, 2910 
W. Apache Trail in Apache Junction. 
“We’re talking teddy bears, roaring 
engines, community love, and a whole 
lot of heart — all benefiting our local 
family advocacy center, police, and 
first responders who support kids and 
families when life gets real,” it states in 
a release.

A new series 6 bar liquor 
license is being sought for 

Hitching Post Saloon in Apache 
Junction. The Apache Junction City 
Council on Dec. 2 voted unanimous-
ly to recommend that the Arizona 
Department of Liquor Licenses and 
Control approve the license for the 
business at 2341 N. Apache Trail. 
Mehmood Mohiuddin is the agent 
and owner. A series 6 bar liquor li-
cense allows a bar retailer to sell and 
serve spirituous liquors to be con-
sumed in the original container on 
the premises, it states on the Arizona 
Department of Liquor Licenses and 
Control website.

SUPERSTITION  
HARLEY-DAVIDSONJINGLE IN THE JUNCTION

Plans on the city of Apache Junction’s 
Geographic Information System map 
at apachejunctionaz.gov/472/Maps-
GIS include:

• Apache Trails Retail, east of 
the northeast corner of North 

Apache Trail and Old West Highway 
in Apache Junction, is in the zoning 
review process. The development 
includes three drive-thru restaurant 
buildings..

• A site plan and zoning has been 
approved for a development 

on the southwest corner of East 28th 
Street and South Goldfield Road in 
Apache Junction with an AM PM con-
venience store, car wash building and 
eight gas pumps under a canopy.

• A site plan and zoning has been 
approved for a 42-foot-tall Sundt 

Construction Inc. fabrication facility 
east of the southeast corner of U.S. 
Highway 60 Superstition Freeway and 
South Royal Palm Road. 

• A site plan and zoning has been 
approved for a Phoenix Metro 

Towing facility on East Baseline west 
of Tomahawk Road.
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THETHE
PORKPORK
SHOPSHOP

THE PORK SHOP
Quality Fresh Pork

With $25 purchase. 
Limit one per customer, please.

FREE LB. FREE LB. OFOF
BRATWURSTBRATWURST

OPEN:OPEN:
Tues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pmTues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pm

3359 E. Combs3359 E. Combs
Queen Creek, AZ 85140Queen Creek, AZ 85140

(480) 987-0101(480) 987-0101
theporkshopaz.comtheporkshopaz.com

Your Local Meat Market For Pork

Superstition Frwy (US 60)

Riggs Rd. Riggs Rd./Combs Rd.
Cloud Rd.
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THE
PORK
SHOP

The Pork Shop The Pork Shop 
Proteins Feed  Proteins Feed  
The Machine!!The Machine!!

And Mail-Order Houses (454110).
• Elizabeth Rivera dba The Ravens 

Nest AZ; Mesa; Elizabeth Rivera; 
Gift, Novelty, And Souvenir Retailers 
(459420).

• Engrave It AZ LLC; Queen 
Creek; Alyson Bazinet; Commercial 
Printing (Except Screen And Books) 
(323111).

• Riggs Distler & Co. Inc.; Phoe-
nix; Denise Fearon; All Other Special-
ty Trade Contractors (238990).

• Rose Arbor Soaps LLC dba Rose 
Arbor Soaps; Mesa; Sheri Semones; 
Soap And Other Detergent Manufac-
turing (325611).

• Dixie Liberty LLC dba Dix-
ie Liberty Co.; Florence; Haylie 
Nunez; Commercial Screen Printing 
(323113).

• Sundae Driver Ice Cream Truck 
dba Ethan Miles Ferrera; Apache 

Junction; Ethan Ferrera; All Other 
Specialty Food Retailers (445298), 
Mobile Food Services (722330).

• Kitchen Brat; Gilbert; Michael 
Tatum; All Other Specialty Food Re-
tailers (445298).

• Spiker Sports LLC; Chandler; 
Eugene Spiker; Other Spectator 
Sports (711219).

• Bean Drywall Inc.; Phoenix; Hei-
di McBroom; Drywall And Insulation 
Contractors (238310).

• RDH Electric LLC; Phoenix; 
Rick Huber; Electrical Contractors 
And Other Wiring Installation Con-
tractors (238210).

• Willow Eve Veterinary Services 
PLLC dba East Valley Urgent Pet 
Care; Mesa; Robert McBeth; Veteri-
nary Services (541940).

• Phoenix Book Co. LLC dba 
Phoenix Book Co,; Phoenix; Jade 
Corn; Book, Periodical, And Newspa-
per Merchant Wholesalers (424920), 
Book Retailers And News Dealers 
(459210).

A business license is a license issued to a person conducting business activity within the city of 
Apache Junction or any person or business having a privilege tax or use tax license listing Apache 
Junction per city code. The fee for a business license is $50. An application must be approved along 
with the fee paid before a business may lawfully engage in business in the city of Apache Junction. For 
questions regarding business licenses, call 480-474-5050 or email the business license coordina-
tor at businesslicense@apachejunctionaz.gov. Applications are at apachejunctionaz.gov/997/Busi-
ness-License. (Metro Connection)

Business
• From page 8
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Good Food, Good Vibes

Comfortable Venue & Patio
Daily $5 Specials
New American Cuisine
Live Entertainment
Art Boutique

100 N Plaza Dr, Downtown Apache Junction

www.MaggiesLoungeAJ.com    602.620.0697

info@MaggiesLounge.com

CALL 1-888-718-6608
O R  V I S I T P I T T M A N D A V I S . C O M / P 6 Y G 2 3
Order Item #PTZX, mention Code P6YG23

PITTMAN & DAVIS • HARLINGEN, TX 78552 IC: P6YG23

SAVE 
32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

#PTZX Christmas Tree Pretzels
Crisp, golden pretzels shaped like cheerful 

Christmas trees are dipped in smooth, creamy white 

confectioner’s coating, then sprinkled with merry 

red and green accents for a treat as beautiful as it 

is delicious. Presented in our exclusive Pittman & 

Davis holiday tin, these festive sweets are perfect for 

sharing, gifting, or brightening up your holiday table.

• Pretzels covered 
in creamy white 
confectioner’s coating

• Decorated with festive 
red-and-green sprinkles

• Just the right balance of 
salty and sweet fl avors

• Presented in a Pittman 
& Davis exclusive citrus 
holiday tin

Live Music, 
Pool tournaments, 
Bingo & Karaoke
First Water Cocktail Bar

1545 W Broadway Ave., Apache Junction 
Open Noon-2am every day
602-677-0932

NOW
OPEN!
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OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take 
the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on 
civility. Please include your name 
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confirma-
tion. We welcome your photo. All 
opinions must be no more than 300 
words. 

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person 
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar 
month. Two submissions in the same 
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibil-
ity of the person who submitted it.
 

Speak Up 
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

LETTERS TO THE NEWSROOM

Here are some comments about 
stories happening in your area:

APACHE JUNCTION 
ACHIEVES DARK-SKY 

DESIGNATION FOR 
LIGHTING AT 2 PARKS
“Now to get the sports complex on 

Ellsworth to have the same rule. At 
night that place is the brightest place 
in the skyline I can see from my front 
porch.” — Josh Cullipher via Face-
book comment

AJUSD FORECASTS 
$12K-A-YEAR SAVINGS 

CHANGING SOLID WASTE 
SERVICES

“The savings is good for AJ. Too 
bad residents are not allowed to shop 
around, to find a cheaper rate as 
well.” — Paul Miles via Facebook 
comment

***
“Paul Miles, I agree with you. 

My garbage is covered in my HOA, 
which I pay $905 a quarter. We all 

have opinions.” — Dawn M Buerg-
er via Facebook comment

SRP HERDS FISH TO BE-
GIN MONTHLONG CANAL 

REPAIR PROJECT
“But if me and my friends did that 

it’s illegal. Hahaha.” — George Al-
derton via Nextdoor comment

***
“George only if you take them out 

of the canal.” — Phillip G. via Nex-
tdoor comment

***

Fire board thanks voters for 
approving bond election

On behalf of the entire Superstition 
Fire and Medical District, we extend 
our deepest gratitude to our commu-
nity for your incredible support in 
our recent bond election. Your en-
gagement and encouragement mark 
a meaningful step forward in shaping 
the future of our organization and en-
hancing the services we provide to 
the residents we are honored to serve.

We also want to acknowledge 
and respect those who held differing 
views throughout this process. Your 
voices matter, and we remain stead-
fast in our commitment to listening, 
learning, and serving with transpar-
ency and accountability. It is through 
open dialogue and shared purpose 
that we grow stronger together.

This community continues to in-
spire us with its resilience, unity, and 
dedication to public safety. We are 

excited for what lies ahead and look 
forward to continuing this journey 
with you.

With sincere appreciation, 
Board Chairman Kathleen 

Chamberlain 
Board Clerk Connie Van Driel 

Board Director Jeff Cross 
Board Director Jason Moeller
Board Director Shawn Kurian
The SFMD Board of Directors

Retiree to retirees: Don’t clog 
the grocery aisles

When I was working, I vowed that 
when I retired I would never go in a 
grocery store after 5 p.m. on weekdays 
or at any time on the weekend. It was 
frustrating to stand in line behind all 
those retired people (mostly seniors) 
who were able to grocery shop during 
the day when the working class cannot.

Now that I am retired, I have kept 
my word and you will not find me 
buying groceries on the weekend or 

after 5 on weekdays. As we know, 
the Phoenix-area population increas-
es enormously during the winter 
months. Wouldn’t it be nice to show 
a bit of courtesy to the working class 
by going to the grocery store when 
they can’t.

Please, seniors and retired folks, 
shop during the day, stay home after 
5 and do something fun on the week-
ends. There is so much to explore 
and do in our area, get out and play; 
don’t spend weekend time clogging 
the aisles in the grocery store. Be 
thoughtful, be kind.

VJ Winters
Apache Junction

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

• See Speak Up on page 30

SPEAK UP
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Our goal at HealthSpring℠? To be a true health partner 
that supports your needs. Our plans offer all the coverage  
of Original Medicare plus added benefits. Plans in your 
area may include:*

• $0 monthly premium

• Up to $185 back in your Social Security check each month**

• Fitness program, dental, hearing, vision and  
transportation services

• $0 primary care provider and low cost specialist visits

• Up to $200 in rewards for completing healthy activities

• Vision services plus an eyewear allowance of up to $350  
each year

You may be eligible to enroll in a Medicare Advantage plan 
right away if you meet certain criteria, such as moving, 
retiring, losing coverage and more. Learn more today.

Medicare Advantage Plans,  
Designed for Your Health.
Discover added benefits and services available.

*Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/service area. Limitations, copayments, exclusions, and restrictions may apply. Contact the plan for more information.
**HealthSpring will reduce your monthly Part B premium based on the plan’s specific benefit amount.
HealthSpring products and services are provided exclusively by or through operating subsidiaries of Health Care Service Corporation, a Mutual Legal Reserve Company. Health 
Care Service Corporation and its affiliates contract with Medicare to offer Medicare Advantage HMO and PPO plans and Part D Prescription Drug Plans (PDP) in select states, 
and with select State Medicaid programs. Enrollment in a HealthSpring plan depends on contract renewal. © 2025 Health Care Service Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
Y0036_26_1687224291_M 5001520.1025

Great health is built together.
Together, we are so much more.℠

Shannon Farquharson 

480-215-0565 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday – Friday 

Shannon_Farquharson@HCSC.com

Talk to a local Licensed 
Insurance Agent to learn more.
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JAN. 23

Police Foundation  
fundraiser

An Apache Junction Police Foundation 
golf tournament will raise money to send 

department members and members of Officer 
Gabriel Facio’s family to Washington, D.C., for 
National Police Week 2026, where his name 

will be unveiled on the memorial wall and 
honored during the candlelight vigil.

Facio, 46, a three-year veteran on the force, 
died June 8 from injuries suffered while 

answering a June 2 radio call about a driver 
waving a gun in what was described as a threat-

ening manner. He is the first Apache Junction 
police officer to be killed in the line of duty. The 
tournament is at Apache Creek Golf Club, 3401 

S. Ironwood Drive in Apache Junction, with 
check-in at 7 a.m. and a shotgun start at 8 a.m. 
Cost is $150 per player, $600 per team of four.

Register at https://tinyurl.com/4chkht29.

JAN. 31

Wine-tasting fundraiser
Enjoy an evening of fine wine, great company 

and prizes — all in support of Soroptimist 
International of the East Valley’s mission to 

empower women and girls.
Event features Wine For Humanity, a nonprofit 

dedicated to providing high-quality wines 
while supporting charitable causes. Guests 
will have the opportunity to sample a selec-

tion of new wines debuting this year, making it 
a fresh experience for newcomers and return-

ing attendees alike. Alongside the tasting, 
the fundraiser will include a 50/50 raffle and 
door prizes, offering fun ways to get involved 

while helping raise funds for SIEV’s programs, 
scholarships, and community service efforts.
4-7 p.m. at 6021 S. Kings Ranch Road in Gold 

Canyon.
Tickets available at https://givebutter.com/

LfvMUj

JAN. 24

Gold Canyon Arts Festival
Juried Gold Canyon Arts Council show  

features 95 artists in a wide variety of genres 
and styles. 

Live musical performances.
No admission fee and free parking. Please, 

no dogs or skateboards.
9 a.m.-4 p.m. on the grounds of the Gold 

Canyon United Methodist Church, 6640 S. 
Kings Ranch Road.

Go to https://www.goldcanyonarts.org/
copy-of-gold-canyon-arts-festival.

Apache Junction Senior Expo Jan. 7 
at Central Arizona College

Seniors and families from Apache 
Junction, Gold Canyon and neigh-
boring communities are invited to at-
tend the Apache Junction Senior Expo 
hosted by Independent Newsmedia 
9 a.m.-noon Wednesday, Jan. 7, at 
Central Arizona College, 805 S. Idaho 
Road in Apache Junction.

There will be a variety of business-
es with information on health care and 
wellness, home improvement, financial 
services, insurance, retirement living 
and more.

Vendors are being sought for the 
event.

“If your business can provide a 
healthier, happier and wealthier life-
style for seniors, join us,” a release 
states.

Reserve your sponsorship today 
by calling 623-972-6101 or emailing 
AZads@iniusa.org.

Apache Junction Senior Expo Jan. 7 at 
Central Arizona College

Arizona Lecture Series Jan. 5-March 30 
in Apache Junction

Those attending the Arizona Lec-
ture Series at the Performing Arts 
Center at Apache Junction High 
School in 2026 will be introduced to 
the rich culture and history of Arizo-
na. 

The first lecture is on Monday, 
Jan. 5. Doors open at 6 p.m. with 
each lecture starting at 7 p.m. at the 
PAC, 2525 S. Ironwood Drive.

Season tickets are available for 
$100. Purchase tickets at https://
ajpac.ludus.com through Jan. 12. 
Each lecture ticket will be sold one 

week in advance online starting Jan. 
1 at $10.00 per ticket. If you have any 
questions, call Joel Hernandez-Payan 
at 480-982-1110 ext.2250. 

“We look forward to seeing you 
here for another fun-filled season. 
Whether you come for one evening 
or the entire series, we guarantee you 
will leave with a greater appreciation 
for Arizona and other fascinating his-
torical insights,” it states in a release.

There will be no lectures on Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day, Presidents 
Day or on Monday, March 16.

The lineup for 2026 Arizona Lec-
ture Series Jan. 5-March 30 is:

• Jan. 5 — Wyatt Earp, “A Life on 
the Frontier”

• Jan. 12 — Jay Mark, “Only in 
Arizona”

• Jan. 20 — Christine Reid, 
“Haunted AZ” (Tuesday lecture)

• Jan. 26 — Kevin Schindler, 
“Brighty of the Grand Canyon”

• Feb. 2 — Laura Tohe, “Navajo 
Code Talkers Talking Code with a 

THINGS TO DO

• See Lecture on page 30
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WEDNESDAY, JAN. 7TH • 9AM-NOON 

Free Admission
Plenty of 
Parking

Win Raffle 
Prizes

• Explore the most thrilling and extensive   
 selection of products and services
• Connect with local and national vendors
• Access essential health screenings

• Enjoy free samples & giveaway
• Enter exciting door prize drawings
• Plus, many more surprises

DISCOVER THE ULTIMATE SENIOR HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPO

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

INDEPENDENT
ApAche Junction/Gold cAnyon

TESTING/LEARNING CENTER: BUILDING F
805 S IDAHO RD, APACHE JUNCTION

Apache Junction
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Get The Primary Care
You Deserve.
MDVIP Wellness Program

Expert comprehensive screenings and tests 
and acustom wellness plan designed for you.

Better Health Outcomes
Members have better control of chronic 

conditions liketype 2 diabetes, high 
cholesterol and hypertension.Dr. Heavens has 
extensive training in care of menopause and 

hormonereplacement therapy for women and 
men, he is also a certified Biote provider.

Available After Hours
The doctor is available by phone and after-

hours and on weekends.
Better Doctor- Patient Relationship
97% of MDVIP members are satisfied with their 

relationship(vs 58% in traditional PCP)

www.mdvip.com/doctors/jasonheavensmd
Located at 4450 South Rural Road Suite A210 Tempe.

Dr. Heavens is currentlyDr. Heavens is currently
accepting new patientsaccepting new patients

Get Started Today Get Started Today 

623.444.2734623.444.2734

Sign up at 
the expo for 

FREE HVAC Tune Up & 
Whole Home 

Plumbing Inspection
602-962-2817

Come See us at the 
AJ Senior Expo

Call (480) 404-8161 for your FREE window and door diagnosis

Got Medicare Questions?

Let us answer your questions, explain your coverage, 
and guide you towards the best plan for your needs.

Impact Med Solutions is here to help you 
understand your Medicare options!

Amber Ethridge  
480-220-0022

Becky Subramanian 
480-292-6171

Impact Med Solutions is here to help you understand your Medicare options!

Let us answer your questions, explain your coverage,  
and guide you towards the best plan for your needs.

Amber Ethridge  
480-220-0022

Becky Subramanian 
480-292-6171

Lin Sue Flood, Director of Community Engagement

More than hospice care
We support people living with chronic 
illnesses like cancer, heart disease, 
COPD and all stages of dementia.
Call 24/7. We can help.

Your not-for-profit
hospice serving

all in need since 1977

(602) 530-6900 hov.org
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Dr. Chris Allen’s new  
personalized care program  
is designed to give  
you peace of mind  
and control over  
your healthcare.

For More Information: 
480.761.2500 
SignatureMD.com/Allen

24/7/365 physician 
availability, via phone, 
text, or email

Discover  
Personalized 
Care 

Same or next business 
day appointments

For More Information:
480.761.2500
SignatureMD.com/Allen
Deseret Medical Associates 
6410 S. Kings Ranch Rd.
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118

*At most locations. Primary care services are provided by Oak Street Health. AARP and its affiliates do not employ Oak 
Street Health physicians and staff, and are not responsible for the services provided by them. Oak Street Health pays 
a royalty fee to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP.

Healthcare shouldn’t be one size fits all. At Oak Street Health, we specialize in 
primary care for older adults that’s designed to keep you healthy, not just treat you 
when you’re sick. Say goodbye to healthcare hassles and hello to a healthier you.

 � Same day/next day appointments* 
and 24/7 patient support line 

 � Locations in your 
neighborhood

 � Help understanding your  
Medicare benefits 

 � Hassle-free transfer of medical 
records and health history

See how easy healthcare can be:

Schedule a visit today.

Get more 
from the years ahead.

(602) 767-8758
Oak Street Health - Apache Trail
183 W Apache Trail, Suite B109, Apache Junction,  AZ 85120
oakstreethealth.com | Se habla español

*At most locations. Primary care services are provided by Oak Street Health. AARP and its affiliates do not employ Oak 
Street Health physicians and staff, and are not responsible for the services provided by them. Oak Street Health pays 
a royalty fee to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP.

Healthcare shouldn’t be one size fits all. At Oak Street Health, we specialize in 
primary care for older adults that’s designed to keep you healthy, not just treat you 
when you’re sick. Say goodbye to healthcare hassles and hello to a healthier you.

 � Same day/next day appointments* 
and 24/7 patient support line 

 � Locations in your 
neighborhood

 � Help understanding your  
Medicare benefits 

 � Hassle-free transfer of medical 
records and health history

See how easy healthcare can be:

Schedule a visit today.

Get more 
from the years ahead.

(602) 767-8758
Oak Street Health - Apache Trail
183 W Apache Trail, Suite B109, Apache Junction,  AZ 85120
oakstreethealth.com | Se habla español
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Have you seen   

us around? 

Zippity Split has repaired over

 750 sewer pipes in Sun City 

$1,500 OFF 
your sewer repair or

replacement
exclusions apply- call the office for details*

ROC #324954

$200 OFF 
Water Heater
Replacement 

exclusions apply- call the office for details* exclusions apply- call the office for details*

$50 OFF 
ANY plumbing

repair

We are the Sun City sewer experts, but we are also a   

full service plumbing company! 

Have you seen
us around?

Zippity Split has repaired thousands 
of sewer pipes in the Valley

WITHOUT DIGGING!

480-274-9041

  up to $1,000 OFF
Sewer Repairs

We are the Sun City sewer experts, but we are also a
full service plumbing company!

*On approved credit. No interest if paid in full before the promotional period ends. Minimum purchase of 3 windows required for window projects. 
Not applicable for projects involving insurance claims. Cannot be combined with other offers. Must book appointment by 12/31/26 to be eligible.

(480) 637-5384

480-983-7756 | abrazofuneralhome.com
Get Your FREE “Peace of Mind Planning Guide”

Give Your Family Peace – Not Pressure
Meet the Caring Team at 

Abrazo Funeral Home & Cremation
Compassion, clarity, and a� ordable options – 

because your family deserves care, not stress.

Can’t Hear on the Phone?
Enjoy phone conversations confident 
you’ll catch every word! Read closed 
captions of everything your caller says.
 
Deborah Hulkoff
248-910-3147
deborah.hulkoff@oeius.org No

Landline
Needed!
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Doctors who make you  
feel heard, not hurried.

It’s about time.

Schedule your tour now
602-671-2845

CenterWellTours.com
MIRACLE-EAR: EAST MESA • 480-807-6335 
1155 S Power Rd, Ste 109 • Mesa, AZ 85206

FIND OUT WHY YOU MAY:
• Hear Certain Sounds While Not Understanding The Words
• Often Ask Others To Repeat Themselves
• Have Difficulty Hearing On The Telephone

THE APACHIE JUNCTION SENIOR EXPO
Date: Wed., Jan. 7, from 9am to Noon
Location: Central Arizona College 
805 S. Idaho Rd., Apache Junction, AZ 85119 

Miracle-EarMINI™
Small but MIGHTY!

COME HEAR! Visit our 
booth and ask about a 

FREE Hearing Evaluation!

Schedule Your Complimentary 
Design Consultation Today!
(480) 746-7672 | ArtofDrawers.com

A/C • Heat • Plumbing • Insulation
480-593-2265

Family Owned and Operated

A Family Name You Can Trust

EllsworthHomeServices.com

ROC# 361935  ROC# 259768 ROC# 267572

Full inspection of unit, 
check refrigerant levels, 
and inspect for proper 

airflow in all rooms

Full inspection on whole 
house system with 

water heater flush and 
water quality test

*First time customer only and must own the 
home and be main residence

*First time customer only and must own the 
home and be main residence

FREE A/C & HEAT FREE A/C & HEAT 
CHECK UP!CHECK UP!

NEW A/C & HEATINGNEW A/C & HEATING
UNIT STARTING AT $49UNIT STARTING AT $49

PER MONTHPER MONTH

FREEFREE
PLUMBINGPLUMBING
CHECK UP!CHECK UP!

10% SENIOR10% SENIOR
AND VETERANAND VETERAN

DISCOUNTSDISCOUNTS

Value of $69.90Value of $69.90 Value of $198.00Value of $198.00

ABA Bluegrass Roundup
Bluegrass Festival

11 Bands over 3 days
Friday Band Scramble
Food Trucks & Vendors

Camping starts Tuesday at 9 AM
Jamming & Specialty Workshops

Jan 30 & 31, Feb 1, 2026
Apache Junction Rodeo Grounds

arizonabluegrass.com
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Come See Us At The 
APACHE JUNCTION/GOLD CANYON SENIOR EXPO

480-983-0700
apachejunctionhc.com

• SKILLED NURSING
• SHORT-TERM REHAB

• SOCIAL SERVICES
• ACTIVITIES

Learn more at ArchWellHealth.com  
or call (480) 870-7133.

Stay active. Stay connected. After age 60, it’s critical 
to have a primary care team that understands your 
health. That’s why ArchWell Health centers host activities 
designed to keep you moving and meeting new people.   

Primary Care for Phoenicians Age 60+

Is staying active your next move?
We’re with you.

Thank you to the Independent Newsmedia readers for choosing us as your  
East Valley Favorite Dentist Office

Crowns
$275
$475

Root
Canal
$475

Implants
(includes crown)

1,900$

Crowns
$275
$475

Root
Canal
$475

Implants
(includes crown)

1,900$

American Owned Dental Office in Los Algodones, Baja California, Mexico

Root
Canal
$475

Crowns
$275
$475

Courtesy
Transportation

from
many Valley

Locations

Implants
(includes crown)

$1,900

DENTAL TOURISM IS REAL.
Los Algodones is the dental mecca of North America.

Amazing Dental Care Provides:
• Licensed specialists in cosmetic dentistry, implants, and oral surgery
• Courtesy transportation from many Valley locations
• A discount to our veterans and first responders
• Most insurance companies cover international claims
• Cost comparisons. Email us your treatment plan, 
 we will send you our cost for the same procedure. 

Thank you to the Independent Newsmedia readers for choosing us as your
East Valley Favorite Dentist Office

Questions or Appointments:

480-332-0774

Your Smile Powers Our Success!

Your Smile Powers Our Success!

Amazing Dental Care Provides:
• Licensed specialists in cosmetic dentistry, 
    implants, and oral surgery
• Courtesy transportation from many 
    Valley locations
• A discount to our veterans and 
    first responders
• Most insurance companies cover 
    international claims
• Cost comparisons. Email us your 
    treatment plan, we will send you our 
    cost for the same procedure.

DENTAL TOURISM IS REAL.
Los Algodones is the dental mecca of North America.

American Owned Dental Office in Los Algodones, Baja California, Mexico

Questions or Appointments:

480-332-0774 Shower & Bath Remodeling Company 
Serving Phoenix, AZ
Phoenix's Local Shower & Bathroom Remodeling Company 

(480) 447-9260
www.apexwindowsandbath.com

See Us At The Senior Expo
1850 W Rio Salado Parkway, Tempe, AZ 852811850 W Rio Salado Parkway, Tempe, AZ 85251

wellcare.com

Body Donation Program  
Tomorrow’s Healthcare Team

Your gift will help educate compassionate 
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.
For more information, call: 623-806-7990

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308 
623-806-7990 | azbodydonation@midwestern.edu 

www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation

FRUSTRATED BY 
YOUR BIG BANK?
You’re more than a number here.

480-807-7500 • WESTERNBANKS.COM • 59801 McKellips Rd, Suite 104 • Mesa
Southwest corner of McKellips Rd and Recker Rd

Member FDIC

FRUSTRATED BY 
YOUR BIG BANK?
You’re more than a number here.

480-807-7500 • WESTERNBANKS.COM • 59801 McKellips Rd, Suite 104 • Mesa
Southwest corner of McKellips Rd and Recker Rd

Member FDIC

CALL DIANE FOR OPTIONS TODAY!

CURIOUS ABOUT YOUR
MEDICARE OPTIONS IN 2026?
I offer comprehensive solutions to meet your health insurance and
retirement needs. Members can receive licensed, local assistance
at no cost or obligation to enroll.

Medicare Advantage (MA) & More!

Prescription Drug Plans (PDP)

Curious about exploring options?

Turning 65 soon (~ 3 months)?

Diane Ayers, Licensed Agent

480-255-4005  TTY:711 AYERSAGENCYAZ@GMAIL.COM

Calling will direct you to a licensed agent serving Arizona state.

CURIOUS ABOUT YOUR MEDICARE OPTIONS IN 2026?
Members can receive licensed, local assistance at no cost or obligation to enroll.

Diane Ayers, Licensed Agent
Medicare Advantage (MA) & More!
Prescription Drug Plans (PDP)
Turning 65 soon (~ 3 months)?
Curious about exploring options?

480-255-4005 
TTY:711

 AYERSAGENCYAZ@GMAIL.COM

Calling will direct you to 
a licensed agent serving 

Arizona state.
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SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T YApache Junction

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:

Wednesday, January 7th  •  9am-Noon
Central Arizona College
Testing/Learning Center: Building F
805 S Idaho Rd, Apache Junction

Abrazo Funeral Home
Amazing Dental
Apache Junction Health Center
Apex Home Repair Remodeling
Archwell Health
Arizona Relay Service
Art of Drawers
AudioNova 
Ayers Insurance Agency of AZ
Banner Goldfield Medical Center
CapTel Outreach
Centerwell
Dr. Chris Allen/Desert Medical Associates
Ellsworth Home Services
Encompass Health-East Valley
For Energy
Heaven’s Medical

Home Concepts Custom Remodeling
Hospice of the Valley
Impact Med Solutions
Lifetime Home Remodeling
Midwestern University Body Donation Program
Miracle Ear
Oak Street Health
Renewal By Andersen
Scan Healthcare
Semper Fi Heating & Cooling
Stressless Remodeling
TrialSphere Clinical Research
United Healthcare
Wellcare
Western State Bank
Zippity Split Plumbing

Free
Admission
& Parking 

Hosted by

Apache Junction

INDEPENDENT
ApAche Junction/Gold cAnyon
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SMALL LOCAL BUSINESS

LLC 
(602) 804-8806

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ROC #350839

• Lighting Upgrades
• Diagnose and Repair 

Electrical Issues
• Ceiling Fans 

• Outdoor Power for 
Spas and RVs 

• Panel Upgrades
• Electric Vehicle 

Chargers

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Tread designs may vary on all tires shown. Prices subject to change. State or local taxes or surcharges for environmental protection will be an extra charge.

APACHE JUNCTION 
35 S. IDAHO ROAD • 480-288-1978

Up to 5 quarts conventional oil • Most cars & light trucks • At participating store 
Shop supplies additional • With coupon • Not valid with any other offer 
No cash value • Waste handling fee extra • Expires 2-28-26 • AJIndy126

$2195
PREMIUM OIL CHANGE

LUBE CHASSIS • REPLACE FILTER
22 POINT INSPECTION

4 TIRE ROTATION

Many cars • With coupon • At participating stores • Shop supplies additional
Charge for additional service/parts, if needed • Not valid with any other offer 

Expires 2-28-26 • AJIndy126

$50OFF

4 WHEEL BRAKE JOB

FREE  
BRAKE INSPECTION

$25  
Per Axle

FRESH
TREADS

$80 - $120
INSTANT SAVINGS*

ON 4 SELECT,  
IN-STOCK TIRES WITH 
INSTALLATION PURCHASE.  
VALID 1/5/2026 – 1/25/2026

On purchases of $1,200+ for 12 months or $199 - $1,199 for 6 
months at participating locations with the Big O Tires® and Service 

Credit Card. Interest will be charged to your Account from the 
purchase date if the promotional plan balance is not paid in full 

within the promotional period. Promotional Plan Fee may apply.**

+ ZERO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL  
WITHIN 12 OR 6 MONTHS

*$120 Instant Savings on in-stock sets for four Nitto Crosstek2 tires. $100 instant savings on in-stock sets of four Cooper Endeavor, Cooper Endeavor Plus, 
Nexen N-Priz AH8, Sumitomo HTR Enhance LX2/CX2 or Sumitomo Encounter HT2 tires. $80 instant savings on in-stock sets of four Sumitomo HTR AS P03 
or Nexen N-Priz AH5 tires. Installation charges extra; required on all four tires. Disposal fees and shop fees extra where permitted. See store for pricing. Eligibility 
may vary. Not valid with other offers. At participating locations. No cash value. Valid 1/5/2026 – 1/25/2026. **Deferred Interest, Payment Required plan: Interest 
will be charged to your Account from the purchase date if the promotional plan balance is not paid in full within the promotional period. Minimum payments are 
required for each Credit Plan. Minimum payments are NOT guaranteed to pay the promotional plan balance within the promotional period. You may have to 
pay more than the minimum payment to avoid accrued interest charges. Valid for single transaction only. As of 12/2025, terms for new Accounts: Purchase APR 
of 35.99%. Variable Penalty APR up to 39.99%, based on Prime Rate. Minimum interest charge of $3 in any billing period in which interest is due. Promotional Plan 
Transaction Fee is 2% of the promotional plan purchase. A fee of $2.99 per month may apply for each paper billing statement mailed to you. You can avoid this fee 
by enrolling in paperless statements. Existing Cardholders: see your credit card agreement for Account terms. Credit card offers are subject to credit approval. Big 
O Tires® and Service Credit Card Accounts are issued by Comenity Capital Bank. The Big O Tires® and Service Credit Card is valid at participating Big O locations.

FRESH
TREADS

AJ Independent 2025-Dec30.indd   1AJ Independent 2025-Dec30.indd   1 12/18/25   10:49 AM12/18/25   10:49 AM

Quality Healthcare, Close to Home  
Putting Patients First

Now Accepting 
New Patients!

(480) 444-1160Dr. Jason Heavens, M.D.Dr. Jason Heavens, M.D.

Heavens Urgent Care
8am-8pm Monday to Friday8am-8pm Monday to Friday

8am-4pm Saturday and Sunday8am-4pm Saturday and Sunday
7 days a week for all your urgent care needs!

95 S. Idaho Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119
Beside Fry’s Marketplace in Apache Junction     www.heavensurgentcare.com

 Access our Online 
Urgent Care here

 Access our Online 
Urgent Care here
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Dr. Chris Allen’s new  
personalized care program  
is designed to give  
you peace of mind  
and control over  
your healthcare.

For More Information: 
480.761.2500 
SignatureMD.com/Allen

24/7/365 physician 
availability, via phone, 
text, or email

Discover  
Personalized 
Care 

Same or next business 
day appointments

For More Information:
480.761.2500
SignatureMD.com/Allen
Deseret Medical Associates 
6410 S. Kings Ranch Rd.
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118

Low Priced EZGO Lithium Options AvailableLow Priced EZGO Lithium Options Available
��������������������

Reserve Your Rental Today!
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480-983-1234
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• 24 Hour Service
• Licensed, 
   Bonded and  
   Insured
• Sales, Service 
   and Installation

480-594-6775 
clkplumbing1@gmail.com

clkplumbing.net 
ROC# 332239

$200 OFF  
WATER HEATERS 
OR SOFTENERS

“Phillip, I don’t know how fish 
and game would feel about me doing 
this at the Salt River.” — George 
Alderton via Nextdoor comment

***
“Do you think they love that job?” 

— Bonnie Levine via Nextdoor 
comment

***
“I think they love doing it.” — 

Joyce Arthur via Nextdoor com-
ment

LEASE/PURCHASE OF 
$2M LADDER TRUCK 
TO BE CONSIDERED 

WEDNESDAY BY SUPER-
STITION FIRE & MEDICAL 

DISTRICT
“Support whatever they need to 

make their job more efficient. Hope-
fully the ladder does that..” — Kelly 
Bergquist via Nextdoor comment

***
“If they need a ladder truck I say 

give em one. Their job is difficult and 
dangerous. Whatever makes it easi-
er.” — Doug J. via Nextdoor com-
ment

***

“Absolutely a community neces-
sity for public safety. Support this 
effort without reserve.” — Everett 
Allen via Nextdoor comment

***
“Since I live in a second story res-

idence, I am thrilled we have a func-
tioning ladder truck.” — Jay Led via 
Nextdoor comment

HUNDREDS WATCH 
APACHE JUNCTION ALL 
AMERICAN VETERANS 

PARADE
“I liked the small replica of the 

USS Arizona. Very clever!.” — DI-
ANE WHITFIELD via Nextdoor 
comment

300-UNIT, 3-STORY MUL-
TIFAMILY RENTAL COM-

MUNITY BEFORE APACHE 
JUNCTION COUNCIL

“Whoever owns the property 
should be able to do whatever they 
think will make them the most mon-
ey, I know I would.” — TJ H. via 
Nextdoor comment

***
“Water?” — Pamela Eisnor via 

Nextdoor comment

Speak Up
• From page 16

Secret Weapon”
• Feb. 9 — Rodo Sofranac, “Take 

A Hike! Explore, Enhance, and Ex-
perience Your Understanding of Ar-
izona”

• Feb. 17 — Marshall Shore, “Ar-
izona’s Cosmic Connections” (Tues-
day lecture)

• Feb. 23 — Barbara Jaquay, “Fa-
ther Kino — Journey to Discovery”

• March 2 — Christine Reid, 
“Earthquakes in Arizona”

• March 9 — Oscar Mancinas, 
“Authoring Home — Refugio Savala, 
Mario Suárez, & Arizona’s Indige-
nous and Chicano Literary History”

• March 23 — Pamela Stewart, 
“Arizona Pioneer, Rebel, and Fear-
less Advocate for Women’s Sports: 
Ina Gittings”

• March 30 — Yolanda Hart Ste-
vens, “Indigenous Signs and Sym-
bols: Pee-Posh/Kwatsan”

Lecture
• From page 18
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$1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! $1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! 
Valley Wide Remodelers You Can Depend On!

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

Luxury BathLuxury Bath
is Your Only Choice 

for Remodelling
As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we 
offer fast, affordable, and lifetime-

guaranteed bathroom remodelling 
solutions across the Phoenix area.

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

We’ll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • ROC #295792

Shower remodels • Tub-to-shower conversions
Walk-in tubs • Roll-in showers

Reliable help when you need it.
Our personalized in-home care services empower  

your family to live life with peace of mind. 

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and

operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company.

© 2024 Home Instead, Inc.

Our personalized in-home care services empower
your family to live life with peace of mind. 

Reliable help when 
you need it.

homeinstead.com/195
(480) 827-4343

(480) 827-4343 | homeinstead.com/195

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company.
© 2024 Home Instead, Inc. 

Notary Services Available

ACCOUNTING  
PAYROLL • TAX SPECIALISTS

• Accounting - Easy-to-use software: services include set up 
then range from periodic review to processing all transactions; 
we customize our service to meet YOUR needs

• Payroll - Now is the time to change. Get Payroll Services with 
one who is Accessible, Efficient and Reasonably priced.

• Taxes - Personal, all business, estates & trusts, non-residents; 
Also Sales taxes and payroll taxes. Secure Document Portal. 
Unfiled tax returns? We are a judgement-free zone!

H.A.T.S.
Harris Accounting & Tax Service

Tel (480) 605-3710 * Fax (480) 605-3720
e-mail: Tax@HarrisAccounting.net

1000 W Apache Trl Ste 107, Apache Junction, AZ 85120
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CARS • TRUCKS • RV’S • 4X4CARS • TRUCKS • RV’S • 4X4

10% OFF*10% OFF*
FOR ALLFOR ALL

VETERANSVETERANS
& SENIORS& SENIORS

MUST PRESENT CARD AT TIME

MUST PRESENT CARD AT TIME

OF SERVICE. LABOR ONLY.

OF SERVICE. LABOR ONLY.

FREEFREECHECK ENGINE
CHECK ENGINELIGHTLIGHTDIAGNOSTIC!
DIAGNOSTIC!

AC SERVICE SPECIAL

 *Freon extra on applicable vehicles.
Plus tax. Must present coupon 

at time of service.

$9999We Now Offer Financing!

Synchrony Financial
NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS!NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS!

480-964-3832480-964-3832

CarCareONEONE

A+A+
FamilyFamily
ownedowned

& Operated& Operated
for overfor over

30 years!30 years!

2YEAR - 24,000 MILE WARRANTY
On Most Repair Work

WWW.DOUGSTRANSMISSION.COM

DIFFERENTIAL • CLUTCH REPAIR • AIR CONDITIONING • TRANSMISSION REPAIR • TRANSFER CASE

TRANSMISSION
SERVICE

*On applicable vehicles. Plus tax.
Must present coupon at time

of service.

$18999
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRCOMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Veteran Owned & Operated • Technicians: Steve, Casey & Tanner

WE OFFER 
MILITARY 

DISCOUNTS

www.stevedickac.com

• New Construction, Mobile Homes, Park Models • Compressor Change-Outs 
• Heat Pumps • Gas Furnaces • Ductless Mini Splits

STEVE DICKSTEVE DICK
A/C & HEATINGA/C & HEATING

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

SAME

DAY

SERVICE

Since 
1985

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Cell (602) 526-0242
events      stamp mill      trains      museum shop      elvis chapel      apacheland      mining history      lost dutchman lore      geology

HEROES’ DAY

9AM-4PM - FREE

DESERT DELIGHTS FAMILY DAY:

PICASZOO

11AM-2PM - FREE

WAGGING TAILS & SAFE TRAILS

1�AM-12PM - FREE �REGISTER ONLINE�

HEROES’ DAY
9AM-4PM - FREE

DESERT DELIGHTS FAMILY DAY:
PICASZOO
11AM-2PM - FREE

WAGGING TAILS & SAFE TRAILS
10AM-12PM - FREE (REGISTER ONLINE)

4087 E. APACHE TR, APACHE JUNCTION, AZ 851194087 E. APACHE TR, APACHE JUNCTION, AZ 85119

JAN
10

JAN
17

JAN
17

SMLDM.ORG          480.98�.4888SMLDM.ORG          480.983.4888

Hiring today can feel like a revolving door—especially with many job 
seekers prioritizing short-term perks over long-term commitment. If you’re 

looking for employees who value consistency, reliability, and community, 
our readers are exactly who you want to reach.

Advertising in our trusted publications puts your employment 
opportunities in front of motivated individuals who are looking to build 

lasting careers—not just chase the next offer.

Promote your employment opportunities where they’ll 
make an impact—right here in your local newspaper.

Email:  Azads@iniusa.org 

REACH RELIABLE
TALENT

HIRING SUCCESS!

INDEPENDENT
ApAche Junction/Gold cAnyon
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ree
 Phase Mechanical

Air Conditioning & Heating

Residential/Commercial

24/Hr. & Weekend Service
No Premium Charge
All work is 100% guaranteed!

$34.95
check up

Never a
Trip Charge

480-671-0833
Free service call with any repair!

ROC247803 Lic. Bonded. Ins

•Sales     •Installation
•Service  •Repair

All work is 
100% 

guaranteed!

•Sales
•Installation
•Service
•Repair

Air Conditioning & Heating

480-671-0833
Free service call with any repair!

ROC247803 Lic. Bonded. Ins

$3995
check up

Never a Trip Charge!

Residential/Commercial

24/Hr. & 
Weekend 
Service

No Premium Charge

GRAND OPENING DEALS UNDER $15,000GRAND OPENING DEALS UNDER $15,000
2011 CHEVROLET EQUINOX STK#18069  ............$5,990
2017 FORD FUSION STK#18192 ....................... $10,855
2 012 LINCOLN MKX SKT#17845 .......................$10,990
2017 FORD FLEX STK#18103 ...........................$11,527

2019 KIA OPTIMA STK#U7163 .........................$11,800
2013 HONDA PILOT STK#U7210  ......................$12,990
2006 FORD F-350 SUPER DUTY LARIAT STK#18176 ..$14,000
2015 CADILLAC ESCALADE STK#L17187  ............$14,990

GET UP TO $3,000 OVER BOOK VALUE FOR YOUR TRADE!GET UP TO $3,000 OVER BOOK VALUE FOR YOUR TRADE!

EVENT LOCATIONEVENT LOCATION
8024 E. MAIN ST., MESA, AZ8024 E. MAIN ST., MESA, AZ

CREDIT ISSUES? FIRST TIME BUYER?CREDIT ISSUES? FIRST TIME BUYER?
*Prices exclude tax, title, license, registration and dealer doc fees

$0
DOWN AND 

DRIVE!

NO  PAYMENTSNO  PAYMENTS
FORFOR
9090

DAYS!DAYS!

100% GUARANTEED100% GUARANTEED
FINANCING AVAILABLE!FINANCING AVAILABLE!

BRING IN THIS AD PLUS:
• 2 most recent Pay Stubs or Proof of SSI/Disability/child support

 • A recent Phone/Cell Phone Bill or Utility Bill • Other Bill with your Name & Address

CALL OR TEXT (623) 300-6762

USED CARS • SERVICE

MESA, AZ
,
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Body Donation Program
Tomorrow’s Healthcare Team

Your gift will help educate compassionate
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.
For more information, call: 623-806-7990

Your gift will help educate compassionate

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308
azbodydonation@midwestern.edu | www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Apache Junction • January 7, 2026 • Central Arizona College 
Surprise • January 27, 2026 • The Colonnade

Litchfield Park/Goodyear • Feb. 18, 2026 • Tuscany Falls  Ballroom
Chandler • February 24, 2026 • Sun Lakes Country Club

Peoria • March 26, 2026 • Westbrook Village
SunCity West • April 22, 2026 • SCW Foundation

Sun City • May 4, 2026 • Sundial Rec Center
Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade

EDUCATION

AJUSD forecasts $12K-a-year 
savings changing solid waste 

services

The change was sought after AJUSD’s previous waste hauler increased its costs, Board President Dena 
Kimble said. (Independent Newsmedia, Arianna Grainey)

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Apache Junction Unified 
School District has changed its con-
tractor for solid waste and recycling 
services and is to save as much as 
$12,000 a year.

The AJUSD governing board vot-
ed unanimously recently to approve 
a three-year service agreement with 
Green and Blue Waste Solutions 
LLC, also known as Waste Connec-
tions of Arizona. 

Republic Services had provided 
the work but was not under contract 
by the district, according to a dis-
cussion in the minutes of the board’s 
Oct. 14 work session.

The change was sought after 
AJUSD’s previous waste hauler in-
creased its costs, Board President 

Dena Kimble said before the vote.
“Charges from the current 

waste-service provider increased by 
approximately 70% from the previ-
ous year. Because the district did not 
have a signed contract in place, bids 
were solicited from multiple vendors. 
After careful evaluation, Green and 
Blue Waste Solutions was selected as 
the most cost-effective option,” she 
said.

The change is expected to save the 
district $10,000 to $12,000 annually, 
she said.   

“We should take the deal,” AJUSD 
Superintendent Robert Pappalardo 
said before the vote.

Total costs per month include a 
$150 fee for a Green and Blue Waste 
Solutions consult and account man-

• See Savings on page 39
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JAMES TIRE
480-982-7422

Up to 5 quarts. Must 
present coupon at 
time of service

$3695
Plus Tax

LARGE SELECTION OF TIRES IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

1755 W. Apache Tr. • Apache Junction
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR BY CERTIFIED AUTO TECHNICIANS

WE CAN HELP WITH ALL OF YOURWE CAN HELP WITH ALL OF YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR NEEDSAUTOMOTIVE REPAIR NEEDS

Your gift.  
Their health.

Tax ID: 26-2420730 | QCO Code: 20693HEALING HOMELESSNESS. TOGETHER.

This holiday season, your donation to Circle the City can 
do more than provide compassionate healthcare to all 
individuals facing homelessness in Maricopa County–it  
can also give you something back.
With Arizona’s Charitable Tax Credit, you can donate up 
to $495 as an individual or $987 as a couple filing jointly, 
and it comes right off your state taxes. It’s a win-win: your 
generosity helps deliver critical care to those who need it 
most, and you benefit from a tax credit. 
Visit circlethecity.org to make an impact today.

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A 60-foot-high flagpole is to be in-
stalled at a temporary sales office at 
a model homes complex within the 
Entrada Del Oro community in Gold 
Canyon.

The Pinal County Board of Super-
visors voted unanimously recently to 
approve the flagpole within a com-
prehensive sign package at the 0.17-
acre site at 48741 N. San Vincent 

Lane in Gold Canyon. No one spoke 
at a public hearing on the item. 

RenRen Cicero of American Flag 
and Pole Co. is the agent. KB Home 
Phoenix is the owner.

The county’s sign review com-
mittee recommended approval of the 
case.

The applicant is seeking the sign 
package to increase visibility, im-
prove effectiveness of business signs 

60-foot-tall flagpole OK’d 
at KB Home development 

in Gold Canyon

The applicant is seeking the sign package to increase visibility, improve effectiveness of business 
signs and provide the sales office with a taller flagpole than the sign code currently permits. (Pinal 
County) 

DEVELOPMENT

• See Development on page 39



Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

Call 888-357-9745 or visit HaleGroves.com/H6YG42
Mention Code H6YG42 for your savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SINCE 1947  -  HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966 IC: H6YG42

SAVE OVER 

52%
includes shipping

REG. $49.99

NOW 
$3499

+$7.99
shipping

This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and 
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or 
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine 
and sweetness straight to your door.

SAVE OVER 

46% 
BONUS DEAL! 

NOW $2999
+$7.99 
shipping

REG. 
$39.99  

#485X Hale Select Gift Box

#483X | Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box

ager fee and $6,112.43 for commer-
cial frontload service, it states in a 
proposal overview document.

Separate customer service agree-
ment documents from Waste Con-
nections of Arizona show the cost 
and frequency of pickups at AJUSD 
locations such as the cafeteria, con-
cession stand, gym, transportation 
and maintenance yard at Apache 
Junction High School; the elementa-
ry schools; The Early Learning Cen-
ter; and the junior high school.  

AJUSD has three elementary 
schools; a K-5 school designed to 

provide students with a traditional, 
liberal arts education; a junior high 
school; and a high school. The dis-
trict boundaries run from Meridi-
an Road on the west to the town of 
Queen Valley on the east and from 
the Goldfield Mountains to the north, 
south into the San Tan Corridor. 
Communities served include Apache 
Junction, Gold Canyon, Peralta Trail, 
Queen Valley and unincorporated Pi-
nal County land in-between.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them 
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 

long as they meet our Civility Guidelines, https://
www.yourvalley.net/civility-checklist/.

Savings
• From page 36

and provide the sales office with a 
taller flagpole than the sign code cur-
rently permits, Senior Planner Pat-
rick Zaia-Roberts stated in a memo 
to the sign review committee.

“The maximum building height in 
the zoning district is 30 feet; there-
fore, a comprehensive sign review 
process is required for the proposed 
60-foot American flagpole at the 
Entrada Del Oro model homes com-
plex,” it states. “If this request is ap-
proved, the applicant may request 
permits to construct a 10-inch out-
er diameter to 4-inch tapered white 
flagpole of aluminum round pipe on 
a 24-inch diameter base, as indicated 
in the sign elevation details. The flag 
area will be 12 feet by 18 feet — 216 
square feet.”

It is to match and maintain consis-
tency with other flagpoles by other 
builders in the same development, 
Amy Zinger, vice president of studio 
and marketing for KB Home Phoe-
nix, wrote in a letter to Pinal Coun-
ty’s planning and zoning division.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@iniusa.
org, or on X @rhdyer. To voice your opinion on this 

story, connect with us at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

The Pinal County Board of Supervisors voted 
unanimously Dec. 3 to approve the flagpole with-
in a comprehensive sign package at the 0.17-
acre site at 48741 N. San Vincent Lane in Gold 
Canyon. (Pinal County)

Development
• From page 38
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Announcement

Removal,
Relocation & Sales

Saguaro • Totem Poles • Agave • Yucca • Mexican Fence PostSaguaro • Totem Poles • Agave • Yucca • Mexican Fence Post

480-859-7561480-859-7561
ArizonaCactusExchange.com

Joshua Trees Available!
Specializing in  

Mature Plants & Cactus Senior Discount

Building Materials

GRANITE GRANITE 
DELIVEREDDELIVERED

480-330-2256480-330-2256

Wyatt Works  
Trucking WHOLESALE

PRICING

Support Your Small Local Businesses

Pets/Supplies

NOW OPEN under NEW Management

10839 E Apache Trail #127
480-219-7665

Grooming • Pet BoArding Coming Soon!
$5 OFF

Call us to make
your appointment

Plumbing Supplies
PLUMBING

Call 24/7  480-497-1110
https://www.goldcanyonplumbing.com/

Go Green
with

Gold Canyon
Plumbing

COPPERTOP PLUMBING DBA GOLD CANYON PLUMBING

HELP HAS ARRIVED!
LIC, Bonded, INS • ROC-269970-K37

WOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATED

GOLD  CANYON 
PLUMBING

GOLD  CANYON 
PLUMBING

GOLD  CANYON 
PLUMBING

Commercial 
CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  LLoott  

FFOORR  RREENNTT
½ Acre Lot Available
$2,000 Month For A

6-Months Lease 
Min. Required

 In Apache Junction
Crossroads 

 Guadelupe & Ironwood
Contact  Karol @

448800--224477--22990077  
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Automobiles
WANTED older cars
1940’s 50’s 60’s 70’s
80’s 90s 2000s Etc.
Running or not. Can tow
non running car. Please
Call or Text me what you
have
480-375-8959 or email
oldcar@usa.com

Heavy Duty 
For sale: 2006 Chevy
Silverado HD, clean
$63,000 mi. $12,900;
2005 Honda Goldwing
trike, 30th anniversary
edition, very good
condition $13,900; 
2000 Jayco Designer
5th wheel RV 32 ft.
good condition, $7,500.
Call 440-865-2401 for
viewing.

AC/Heating
● Emergency Priority Service
● Free Estimates on NEW Units
● $89 Service Fee
 (waived with repair)

● Senior Discounts on Repairs
● We Offer Financing

Licensed / Bonded / Insured / ROC 354145

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

602-898-Home (4663)

$149.95 Winter/Summer Check Up
Includes Condenser Coil Cleaning

with coupon.

www.service1sthvac.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $45
for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

See m�e Classified Ads from �ound the Valley - Online at iniusa.�g/classifieds

Automobiles

I BUY 
MOTORCYCLES 

RUNNING OR NOT
Fast Cash, Fair 

Prices Hassle-Free 
Pickup All Makes/
Models Considered 
Call or Text Today
To Sell Your Bike

(480) 586-8161
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Computers

Intellitech
IInn  HHoommee  

CCoommppuutteerr  SSeerrvviicceess  
Networking - Printers

And More!
Residential & Commercial

Serving : 
East Mesa And 

Surrounding Areas 
448800--771199--99005555

Education/Instruction

602.692.6350602.692.6350
divergentscholars@gmail.com

812 N Meridian Dr. 
Apache Junction, AZ  85120

Divergent ScholarsDivergent Scholars
AcademyAcademy

Private, K-8 School for 
Special Learning Needs

Electrical

LLCLLC

Steven HamiltonSteven Hamilton

Commercial & ResidentialCommercial & Residential
Licensed-Bonded-Insured- ROC#219009 C11Licensed-Bonded-Insured- ROC#219009 C11

New Construction or RemodelsNew Construction or Remodels
Custom Homes & AdditionsCustom Homes & Additions
Tenant ImprovementsTenant Improvements
Trouble Shooting & RepairsTrouble Shooting & Repairs
Service ChangesService Changes
EV Charger InstallsEV Charger Installs

FREE
ESTIMATES!

480-238-5495 shccellc@gmail.com

Custom Creations ElectricCustom Creations Electric

Electrical
FOR ALL OF YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

ROC - 133603

• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

IF ELECTRIC RUNS TO IT, 
WE CAN DO IT!

ELECTRIC

480-226-8850

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Handyman

PPaauull''ss  
HHoommee  SSeerrvviiccee

*Int. & Ext. Painting
* Carpentry 

* Roof Coating &
Repair

* Siding Repair 
And MORE! 

Free Estimates Insured
30 Years Experience

FFAAIIRR  RRAATTEESS!!
Local References 
448800--555533--88770088

Handyman

Reliable, Affordable, & 
Local! From Repairs to 
Installs...We Handle It All!

Fast, Friendly 
Service You 
Can Trust

480-232-7689 - Nick480-232-7689 - Nick

Call/Text 
NOW  

for an  
Estimate

DEPENDABLE & FULLY INSURED 480-628-4512

DDARWINARWIN H HOPKINSOPKINS
HANDYMAN LLC

REPAIR - REPLACE - INSTALL 
•  Water Heaters  •  Plumbing  •  Electrical  •  Ceiling Fans  •  Lighting

• Drywall Repair  •  Door Installation  •  & More

Home Improvement

HONEST 
ESTIMATES

QUALITY 
WORK 

GUARANTEED

We Provide These ServicesWe Provide These Services
• Built- in cabinetry and shelving• Built- in cabinetry and shelving
• Door installation and repair• Door installation and repair
• Custom woodworking• Custom woodworking
• Door and window trim• Door and window trim
• Crown molding• Crown molding
tewabuilds.com

480-332-2187 
info@tewabuilds.com

ROC# 341211ROC# 341211

Handyman

FREE
ESTIMATES

D&D’sD&D’s
LANDSCAPING SERVICE

• Tree Trimming & Removal
• Complete Yard Clean Up

Licensed • Insured480-432-7050 • 480-306-3253480-432-7050 • 480-306-3253

Call Today for a  
Cleaner Tomorrow!

Landscaping

AZ Whole Heart 
Connection, LLC
Professional Mental Health Counseling
Specializing in PTSD, Complex-PTSD and Relationships  

6641 S Kings Ranch Rd., Suite 1, 
Gold Canyon, AZ

(480) 371-5883 
connect@whctherapy.com

www.whctherapy.com

Health Care

Handyman

CALL PETECALL PETE
Your  Local  HandymanYour  Local  Handyman

480-280-4000480-280-4000

SPECIALIZING IN:   Roof Repair • Baths 
with Ceramic Showers • Laminate Flooring

Very REASONABLE RATES

Services:
 • Tree Trimming
 • Stump Grinding
 • Tree Removal
 • Wood Chipper
 • Tractor Work Available
 • Yard Maintenance
 • Yard Clean ups
 • Pavers

Jose R. Cortez  
Landscaping / Tree Trimming

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATESESTIMATES

 480-232-2095Please call
or text -

JOSE R CORTEZJOSE R CORTEZ
LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

LandscapingComputers

 To Advertise
CALL

623-972-6101

YOU 
CAN’T

AFFORD
 NOT 

TO

Shop with 
Con�dence

Search our classifieds for all your 
business & professional service 

needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

Independent!
iniusa.org/classifieds

iniusa.org/classi�eds
just a click away
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Plumbing

PLUMBING SERVICES

WE ARE A FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING COMPANY
SPECIALIZE IN WATER & SEWER LINE REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

• Drain & Sewer  • Water Leaks  • Hydro Jetting
• Camera Inspections  • And More

rescuemyplumbing.com
LOCALLY OWNED
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
ROC# 333354480.286.5372 

Plumbing

Locally Owned & Operated
Licensed-Bonded-Insured

• DRAIN CLEANING 
• WATER HEATERS
 AND SOFTENERS
• TOILETS   • FAUCETS
• GARBAGE DISPOSALS 
• AND MORE

24/7

PLUMBING

• GARBAGE DISPOSALS • GARBAGE DISPOSALS 

No Job 
too 

SMALL!

480-401-8334  480PlumbingAZ.com
Call Tom

 

 
  

  

2022

YourValley.net

WINNER
WEST VALLEY

FAVORITES

Remodeling

Fast 24 hour response!
480-430-7737 Cell

AAAFinishers@live.com Email

Since 
1978

aaaActionContractingInc.com
LIC/BONDED/INSURED | Residential | Commercial | ROC#218802

Drywall & Stucco Repairs
Bath & Kitchen Remodels • Cabinets

Remodeling • Painting • Plumbing • Electrical
Doors & Windows  • Roofing • Tenant Improvements

Water & Fire Damage Restoration

(480) 232-6017 studmanak47@aol.com

• Bath & Kitchen Remodel• Bath & Kitchen Remodel
• Painting •  Plumbing • Doors • Painting •  Plumbing • Doors 

• Dry Wall & Stucco Repair  • Dry Wall & Stucco Repair  
•  Cabinets • Electric  •  Cabinets • Electric  

• Roofing •  Handyman Service• Roofing •  Handyman Service
LOCAL RESIDENT • ROC #289321 and ROC #289320LOCAL RESIDENT • ROC #289321 and ROC #289320

Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofi ng Specialist
No job too big or small

Senior discounts available

ROC # 305771
Licensed Bonded Insured

480-518-3246

ANGLER
CONSTRUCTION

  Catching Your Attention with Quality and Service
No job too big or small

Senior discounts available
ROC # 305771 

Licensed Bonded Insured

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE

FREE 
ESTIMATES

480-518-3246

 

 
  

  

2022

WINNER
EAST VALLEY

FAVORITES

YourValley.net

ROOFING

Roofing

Weatherproof  LLCWeatherproof  LLC
((800800)) 230-5341   230-5341  ((480480)) 823-1138 823-1138

New Roofs-Roofing Repair New Roofs-Roofing Repair 
Shingle, Tile, Flat & Foam RoofsShingle, Tile, Flat & Foam Roofs
Turbine Vent ReplacementTurbine Vent Replacement
Exterior House PantingExterior House Panting

We Fix Roof Leaks!
ROC #317976 ROC #317977ROC #317976 ROC #317977

SeniorSenior
DiscountsDiscounts

Family OwnedFamily Owned
& Operated& Operated

Free Evaluation

Remodeling

Roofing

PAINTING

CRAIG ALLEN PAINTING
Exterior/Interior
Drywall Repairs
Epoxy Floors

Owner Operated
Licensed-Bonded-Insured-ROC #330199

480-221-7375

Free 
No Pressure
Estimate!

ALL MAJOR 
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CRAIG ALLEN PAINTINGCRAIG ALLEN PAINTING

480-221-7375480-221-7375

Painting

TRANSPORTATION

Airport TransportationAirport Transportation

480-707-1393 480-707-1393 •• www.dartaz.com www.dartaz.com

Affordable
&

Dependable!

DESIGN A RIDE TRANSPORTATION
• • Direct Personal Ride

• • Door to Door Service on YOUR Schedule
• •  No Stops • •  No Waiting •• Insured

Transportation

FAMILY TREE  FAMILY TREE  
TRIMMING LLCTRIMMING LLC

“It’s Not Just Tree 
Trimming, It’s FAMILY 

TREE TRIMMING”

familytreellc.landscape@gmail.com

We Trim or  
Remove Anything!
No Tree Too BIG 
or SMALL!

GOT a
TREE?

CALL ME!

Cody Graham 480-340-7907

 

 
  

  

2024

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER

Landscaping

FORWARD BOUND
MASSAGE THERAPY

Adam DeBrosse
fwdbound.abmp.com

949.209.7965

Massage

Advertise in our Business
and Service directory and
connect with  thousands
of potential customers!

Call 623-972-6101 for details today.
iniusa.org/classifieds
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incarizona.com

TUESDAY January 20th @11:30
INTEGRITY NEUROPATHY CENTER • 1122 S Greenfield Rd, #102, Mesa 

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED. SPACE IS LIMITED TO 15! 
RSVP by January 16th (480)820-9147PRESENTED BY

DR. AARON T SHAPIRO, DC, BCN

WITHOUT THE USE OF
DRUGS AND SURGERY

CLINICAL STUDIES REVEAL:
The debilitating pain, numbness
and tingling experienced by
patients su�ering from Peripheral 

Neuropathy can be successfully
treated 

IN THIS CUTTING-EDGE FREE SEMINAR YOU’LL LEARN:

If you’re experiencing pain, burning, numbness, tingling 
or pins & needles in your hands or feet ---

Don’t miss this FREE Seminar on Peripheral Neuropathy!

BREAKTHROUGH NEUROPATHY TREATMENT

HOW TO 
GET LASTING 

RELIEF 
FROM:

WITHOUT 
THE USE OF 
DRUGS OR 
SURGERY!

HOW TO 
GET LASTING 

RELIEF 
FROM:

WITHOUT 
THE USE OF 
DRUGS OR 
SURGERY!

BREAKTHROUGH NEUROPATHY TREATMENT

• Why many current treatments for neuropathy don’t work.
• The underlying causes of peripheral neuropathy, and the key to prevention!
• The Nobel prize winning discovery that every neuropathy patient MUST know.
• How peripheral neuropathy is diagnosed, and when it can be successfully treated.
• A technology originally developed by NASA that decreases neuropathy symptoms.
• Advanced diagnostic testing to help determine if your condition can be treated.
• A simple home therapy that is used by some of the largest specialty hospitals in the

country to treat certain types of neuropathy.
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