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Town raising
wastewater
fees for new
construction

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Starting this month, Queen
Creek will be raising wastewater
capacity fees for new business and
residential construction.

Following a public hearing
during a recent meeting, the Queen
Creek Town Council voted 6-0 to
raise the fee effective Jan. 5. Mayor
Julia Wheatley was still on leave.
No members of the public spoke on
the increase during the hearing.

Wastewater capacity fees are
one-time charges for new construc-
tion intended to offset the cost of
infrastructure improvements relat-
ed to growth. The fee is not paid by
existing residents and businesses.

“It’s paid by new development
under the mantra of growth pays
for growth. It’s not paid by current
residents and businesses, and it’s
paid at the time a building permit
is issued by future residents and

® See Fees on page 22

Developers
seek to beautify
downtown
Queen Creek

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A lex Matheson is a longtime Queen

Creek resident, a dentist and a member
of the planning and zoning commission.

Now he’s ready to make a mark on the
downtown landscape.

Matheson will soon break ground on The
Matheson building at the southeast corner of
Ellsworth Loop and Ocotillo roads. The com-
pleted development will bring 20,000 square
feet of medical office space to the Downtown
Core.

“We’ve completely grown out of the space

® See Development on page 8

Alex Matheson holds architectural renderings on the site
where his new medical office building will rise in downtown
Queen Creek. (Courtesy Alex Matheson)
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A San Tan Valley man was sentenced to 20
years in a fatal drunk-driving collision in
Queen Creek. (PCS0)

Man sentenced in

drunk-driving death

A 34-year-old San Tan Valley
man has been sentenced in the
2024 drunk-driving death of a
young girl in Queen Creek.

Jason A. Sanchez was sen-
tenced to 20 years after being
convicted of second-degree mur-
der and one count of aggravated
assault.

tinyurl.com/mr3ye8zy

Lamb announces bid

Former Pinal County Sheriff
Mark Lamb has announced he
is running to replace U.S. Rep.
Andy Biggs in Congress.

Lamb declared his candida-
cy for Congressional District
5 during a November rally in
Queen Creek.

tinyurl.com/47abau8cs

Town adds new positions

The Queen Parks and Recre-
ation department is adding a new
deputy director for recreation and
a deputy director for parks. The
parks job will be filled by reclassi-
fying an existing position.

tinyurl.com/mvjknwf9

Wheatley thanks council,
community following leave

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

After a more than three-month
leave of absence, Queen Creek May-
or Julia Wheatley presided over her
first town council meeting since Au-
gust with an emotional message.

“I’'m so thrilled to be here and I've
been so excited to come back and just
from the bottom of my heart I just ap-
preciate the support and the patience
with our residents, our council, nota-
bly Vice Mayor (Leah) Martineau,”
Wheatley said at the top of the Dec.
17 council meeting as she visibly held
back some tears. “It is so good to be
back, and we were in good, good,
good hands while I was gone.”

Wheatley officially returned to
town hall on Dec. 15. On Aug. 28,
Wheatley announced that she was
taking a leave of absence until late fall
to focus on her family.

“What an incredible opportunity

Mayor Julia Wheatley returned from leave in De-
cember. (Town of Queen Creek)

(the leave) provided me to be able
to just spend time with my family,
reconnect with them. They’ve only
ever known me their entire life as a
council member or a mayor,” Wheat-
ley said. “It was once in a lifetime for
me and my family, and it means so

much.”

Wheatley has served on the Queen
Creek Town Council since 2010 and
as mayor since 2023. During her ab-
sence, Wheatley did not accept her
mayoral stipend.

Martineau helmed council meet-
ings and took on some mayoral du-
ties, along with help from councilors,
during Wheatley’s leave.

“This council, our vice mayor,
stepped up so much to support me
and support my family, and it means
the world and I am forever indebted
and grateful,” Wheatley added.

The Dec. 17 council meeting was
the last of 2025. The first meeting of
2026 will take place on Wednesday,
Jan. 21.

Please send your comments about this article to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as

long as they meert our Civility Guidelines. Janet
Perez can be reached at jperes@iniusa. org.

Queen Creek council approved plans for medical offices

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The town is annexing about 5 acres
of land that will be the site of four med-
ical and general office buildings at the
southwest corner of San Tan Boulevard
and Ellsworth Road.

The Queen Creek Town Coun-
cil approved a request by Frank West
Capital LLC to annex the Maricopa
County land at a recent meeting.

The developer also asked that the
site be rezoned from rural to light com-

mercial and requested site-plan approv-
al. Those requests were approved on a
5-0 vote by the council.

The annexation was part of the
council’s consent agenda, while the re-
zoning and site plan requests were on
the public hearing agenda.

Frank West Capital plans to build
four single-story buildings amounting
to 30,644 square feet of general office
and medical office space. The four
buildings will consist of 60% medical
offices and 40% general offices.

The site is bordered by San Tan
Boulevard on the north and Ellsworth
Road on the east. To the west and
south of the site are residential homes
and more vacant land along Ellsworth
Road, according to the project narra-
tive.

“This is in an interesting area.
You’ve got rural residential to the west,
but you’ve also got the Jordy commer-
cial property to the east and Ellsworth
Road, which is the big major road that

® See Offices on page 28



YourValley.net | Queen Creek Independent | January 2026 3

VINYL PLANK - TILE - LAMINATE - SHOWERS - WOOD

NEED FLOORING?

Showers
Counter Tops
Back Splashes

Financing
& Discounts
Available

LVP, Tile
Laminate

Research

No B.S."Free
Our Installation” or
REViews “Room Sales”

ZONA
FLOORS

In Home
Estimates
(or Business)

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

480-939-0208

zonafloors.com

ROC #336899 & 349964
We will bring major manufacturers samples to your home or we will provide “installation
only”estimates if you purchase your own flooring materials!
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East Valley

Services

THANK YOU for voting us

* 2025*

WINNER

EAST VALLEY
FAVORITES

YourValley.net

ADHD Treatment
Anxiety Relief

Med Management/
Evaluations

Insomnia Treatment
Depression Care

4365 E. Pecos Road, Suite 138
Gilbert, AZ 85295

866-387-7924
eastvalleypsych.com

JOSEPH CARACCI
MSN, APRN, PMHNP-BC

The Vestar development includes large retailers such as Hobby Lobby, Ashley and Costco. (Vestar)

Vestar: Queen Creek
Crossing now 100% leased

Shopping center owner and man-
ager Vestar has announced the com-
pletion of Queen Creek Crossing, a
31-acre retail development that broke
ground in 2022.

Anchored by Costco, Queen
Creek Crossing spans more than
400,000 square feet of retail and din-
ing space and is now 100% leased,
Vestar stated in a press release.

“This center brings together a vi-
brant mix of retail, service and din-
ing options that serve residents’ daily
needs, and we’re proud to deliver a
project that also contributes to the
town’s long-term economic growth
and community vitality,” Jeffrey Ax-
tell, executive vice president of devel-
opment at Vestar, stated in the release.

Located at Ellsworth Road and
East Fulton Parkway, Queen Creek
Crossing sits within a five-mile radius
of more than 150,000 residents.

In addition to Costco, other ten-
ants include Ashley Furniture,
Hobby Lobby, BJ’s Restaurant and
Brewhouse, Ono Hawaiian BBOQ,
Smoothie King, Sleep Number, Fleet
Feet, Well Groomed Pets, Desert Fi-
nancial Credit Union, Natural Pedia-
trix, Gallery Nails and Snip-Its.

The Habit Burger Grill is set to
open in December, and U.S. Bank is
projected to open in late 2026.

Queen Creek Crossing joins Ve-
star’s other developments in the town,
including Queen Creek Marketplace
and Vineyard Towne Center.



The Queen Creek Chamber of
Commerce recently joined chambers
from across the country in Washington,
D.C., as part of a national advocacy trip
organized by Chambers for Innovation
and Clean Energy.

The visit brought together chamber
executives from across the nation to
engage with federal officials on policy
discussions related to permit reform, in-
frastructure investment and long-term
energy reliability, according to a cham-
ber press release.

“We can’t afford delays due to per-
mitting red tape or because of political
ideology. Choosing one type of pro-
duction over another is not possible
as we already face shortages of crucial
parts and infrastructure limitations. Ev-
erything that exists now, we will need
twice as much of,” stated Chris Clark,
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Chamber leader advocates for energy policy

president and CEO of the Queen Creek
Chamber of Commerce, in the release.

Over the next 10 years, according
to the release, the nation’s utilities will
need to double their electrical out-
put to keep up with growth, requiring
production on a scale not seen before,
and will take massive increases in every
form of generation.

“Our goal is to ensure the voices of
local businesses are heard at the nation-
al level,” Clark stated in the release.
“Reliable and affordable energy is es-
sential to sustaining economic growth,
supporting innovation and improving
quality of life for our residents. By en-
gaging directly with policymakers,
we’re helping shape solutions that en-
sure reliable and affordable electricity
while maintaining economic opportu-
nity.”

Queen Creek Cham-
ber of Commerce
President and CEQ
Chris Clark was part
of a group of nation-
al chamber leaders
advocating fora
clean energy policy
(Queen Creek Cham-
ber of Commerce)
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BUSINESS MOVES

o Superstition Ranch
Farmers Market
(202)
| { 60 X
Freestone
District Park
| Arizona Athletic
Grounds .
Slick City Action Park
. (202) q
InDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA the Valley. The eatery was founded in Santa Barba-
COMPLETED ra, California in 1969. It is known for its chargrilled
© Queen Creek Crossing burgers, chicken and tuna all cooked-to-order over an

Ellsworth Road and East Fulton Parkway
Shopping center owner and manager Vestar has an-
nounced the completion of Queen Creek Crossing,
a 31-acre retail development that broke ground in
2022. Anchored by Costco, Queen Creek Crossing
spans more than 400,000 square feet of retail and din-
ing space and is now 100% leased.

COMING SOON

© Habit Burger & Grill

Queen Creek Crossing

9980 S. Ellsworth Road

Habit Burger & Grill is set to open soon at Queen
Creek Crossing. The chain has locations throughout

open flame, according to the company’s website. The
location is currently hiring employees.

LIQUOR LICENSE

© QuikTrip

The Queen Creek Town Council approved recom-
mending a liquor license for a QuikTrip at Signal
Butte and Germann roads to the Arizona Department
of Liquor Licenses and Control. The business is seek-
ing a Series 10 beer and wine store license. The con-

venience store is under construction with completion
set for April 2028.

HABIT BIRGER GRILL

CONFERENCES

O Elevate For Tomorrow

ASU Polytechnic Campus

7001 E. Williams Field Road, Mesa

The Queen Creek Chamber of Commerce is hosting
its annual Elevate for Tomorrow workforce develop-
ment conference. The event is set for Friday, Jan. 9
at the ASU Polytechnic Campus, 7001 E. Williams
Field Road in Mesa. Businesses can connect with
more than 800 local high school juniors to expand
awareness about their fields, skills and experience.
Register at zurl.co/12gp4..

© 2026 East Valley Breakfast with the Governor
Delta by Marriott Phoenix—Mesa

200 North Centennial Way, Mesa

The East Valley Chambers of Commerce Alliance
and PHX East Valley Partnership will be hosting
Gov. Katie Hobbs’ annual State of the State Address
starting at 8 a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 13 at the Delta by
Marriott Phoenix—Mesa, 200 N. Centennial Way in
Mesa. The address will be followed by an audience
Q&A. Register at zurl.co/fxL.d4.

O Tri-City Economic Update

The Avion Center

1733 E Northrop Blvd., Chandler

The Queen Creek, Chandler and Gilbert chambers
of commerce will be hosting their Tri-City Economic
Update starting at 7:30 a.m., Wednesday, Jan. 21 at
the Avion Center, 1733 E. Northrop Blvd. in Chan-
dler. Attendees will hear a regional economic update
from Chris Mackay of the Greater Phoenix Econom-
ic Council. Register at zurl.co/ms7mp.
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2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yO u r h O m e’ tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 1/31/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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Development
¢ From page 1

that we are at. We’re right next door,
actually, to that space (where The
Matheson will be built). We’re in
the Queen Creek Office Park. It’s
just a few little medical offices and
to the east of (The Matheson) par-
cel,” Matheson said. “We need a lot
more space, and that’s kind of what
prompted it in the beginning.”

On Aug. 6, the Queen Creek Town
Council gave its approvals for the site
plan for The Matheson and rezoning
the land from general commercial to
Downtown Core. Matheson recused
himself when the issue went before
his commission for approval.

Downtown Core is exploding

The Matheson is part of the wave
of commercial development taking
place in Queen Creek’s Downtown
Core that will bring retail, restau-
rants, office space and even a multi-
family home development.

Development in the area has
jumped from 4,000 square feet in
2024 to 230,000 square feet today.

Downtown Development Man-
ager Jennifer Lindley unveiled the
stats during a recent Queen Creek
Town Council meeting where she
also presented an update on all proj-
ects planned, under construction and
already opened in the area.

“This (Town Center Plan) has
guided our vision for walkability, de-

sign, quality and the mix of uses in
our downtown. The town has invest-
ed in this area over the years, lead-
ing up to what we’re seeing today,”
Lindley told the council. “From the
Downtown Core zoning overlay dis-
trict to the strategic property acquisi-
tion to the design and construction of
our new connector roadways, the vi-
sion and plan has helped set the stage
for the private investment that we’re
seeing in this area.”

The increased development has

The Matheson took design inspiration from the
$120 million mixed-use project, The Switchyard,

now under construction in downtown. (Rendering

courtesy of Creation)

The Matheson will be two stories and supply
20,000 square feet of medical office space
to the Downtown Core. (Rendering courtesy

of town of Queen Creek)

translated into about $200 million in
private investment in the Downtown
Core.

“This is a clear sign of confidence
from our development and business
community,” Lindley said. “Eco-
nomic development is a marathon,
not a sprint. It isn’t always about
those quick wins. It’s a long-term
strategy in order to create the sustain-
able development investment that we
want. The planning, investments, vi-
sion and patience is beginning to take

shape in Queen Creek.”

The following projects are current-
ly in the works for downtown:

+ Homewood Suites — Expected
to open in early 2027, the Home-
wood Suites is on East Maya Road.
When completed, the four-story ho-
tel will have 124 rooms. It will be the
town’s second hotel.

+ QC Accounting — The busi-
ness at 22237 S. Ellsworth Road
was a recipient of the town’s former
facade-improvement program. It has
since acquired property to the north
of its location, and it has expanded to
5,000 square feet of office space. The
expansion is expected to open soon.

+ The Sacred Pint — Now open,
The Sacred Pint is on the site of what
was once the town’s first Circle K,
which went through several iterations
over the years. The 2,587-square-
foot taproom is at 22020 S. Ellsworth
Road.

+ The Perch Development — The
62,093 square feet of commercial de-
velopment includes a brewery and
additional retail/restaurant space.
The Perch portion of the develop-
ment, on Munoz Street between Ells-
worth and Ellsworth Loop roads, is
scheduled to open in late 2026.

+ Circle K — Long seen as an eye-
sore in the downtown area, the old
Circle K building has been torn down
and is being replaced with a more
modern design at 21895 S. Ellsworth
Road. The new store will be about

® See Downtown on page 31
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

EdwardJones FINANCIAL FOCUS® - Al in personal finance: The promise and the limits

Your smartphone buzzes with an alert: Your
budgeting app has spotted an unusual spending
pattern and suggests transferring $50 from
your savings account to your checking account.
Later that day, a robo-advisor automatically
rebalances your investment portfolio.

Welcome to the age of artificial intelligence
(AI) in personal finance, where technology is
reshaping how we manage money.

games and simple question-and-answer formats,
making financial literacy more accessible.

Where Al falls short. Here’s what the
algorithms can’t do: understand what truly
matters to you.

Al doesn’t know whether you value sustainable
investing over maximum returns. It can’t weigh
the emotional complexity of saving for a child’s
education versus retiring early. When sudden
illness strikes or a job change upends your plans,
AT lacks the context and empathy to guide you
through those human moments.

What Al can do for your wallet. From
tracking every latte to forecasting next month’s
bills, AI-powered tools are making financial
management more accessible than ever. Some
apps categorize transactions automatically,
while other platforms offer conversational
financial advice through text messages. These
tools can monitor your credit score, suggest
budget adjustments and even negotiate lower
bills on services like cable and internet.

Technology can crunch numbers brilliantly,
but it can’t offer wisdom. It can’t replace human
judgment, experience or ethical reasoning. Robo-
advisors’ predetermined algorithms may not suit
investors with complex financial needs like estate
planning or comprehensive tax planning.

The human touch still matters. This is where
human financial advisors remain indispensable.
They provide what technology can't:

The investing landscape has transformed as
well. Robo-advisors use algorithms to build
diversified portfolios, automatically rebalance
holdings and apply strategies to minimize tax
bills. Educational tools powered by Al can
explain complex concepts through interactive

® Long-term perspective: Help you maintain
focus when markets get volatile and emotions
run high

® Goal coordination: Balance competing
priorities, help partners merge their financial
visions and remind you of goals you've tucked
away and didn’t know still mattered

® Accountability: Keep you on track with your
financial strategy through life’s inevitable
changes

® Emotional support: Offer reassurance and
wisdom during major financial decisions

Find the right balance. The future likely lies
in a hybrid approach: combining data-driven Al
insights with the human wisdom of a financial
advisor who understands your values, priorities
and life’s inevitable curveballs. Think of Al as a
powerful calculator and your financial advisor as
the mathematician who knows which equations
to use.

As these technologies evolve, the key is treating
Research validates it: Those who regularly work Al as a tool, not a guide.
with a financial advisor and have a financial
strategy are more likely to feel optimistic about
their financial future than those who manage
finances on their own, according to 2025 research

from Edward Jones and Morning Consult.

Stay curious about what technology can do for
your finances. Stay critical of its limitations. And
remember: What matters most in your financial
life is something only you can define.

Bert Mills
CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

James M Hundley
AAMS®
Financial Advisor

Justin ] Grimes
Financial Advisor

2919 S Ellsworth Rd Ste 129
Mesa, AZ 85212
480-931-3774

2919 S Ellsworth Rd Ste 129
Mesa, AZ 85212
480-931-3566

2919 S Ellsworth Rd Ste 129
Mesa, AZ 85212
480-931-3565

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult
your attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Your gift.
Their health.

This holiday season, your donation to Circle the City can
do more than provide compassionate healthcare to all
individuals facing homelessness in Maricopa County-it
can also give you something back.

With Arizona’s Charitable Tax Credit, you can donate up
to $495 as an individual or $987 as a couple filing jointly,
and it comes right off your state taxes. It's a win-win: your
generosity helps deliver critical care to those who need it
most, and you benefit from a tax credit.

Visit circlethecity.org to make an impact today.

*Qrcle the City

HEALING HOMELESSNESS. TOGETHER. Tax ID: 26-2420730 | QCO Code: 20693
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to
take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate
or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on
civility. Please include your name
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confir-
mation. We welcome your photo.
All opinions must be no more than
300 words.

Those that are judged as personal
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion
writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two
opinions for publication during a
calendar month. T'wo submissions
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission
is the responsibility of the person
who submitted it.

SpeakUp

‘We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

‘We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to the
people about whom we write. Readers
who disagree with a news story are
welcome to respond with a letter.

Queen Creek needs protected
bikeways

From 2,500 residents in 1990 to
nearly 90,000 today, we know that
Queen Creek is no longer a small
country town. Yet, we still want
country comfort alongside city con-
venience, but don’t build our infra-
structure for convenient and safe
mobility.

With most of our workforce com-
muting out of town, $200 million in-
vested over the past decade and con-
gestion remaining the top resident
complaint, it is clear that we cannot
pave our way out of traffic troubles.

Queen Creek’s general plan
promises a “multimodal transporta-
tion system,” but in reality, cars are
the only practical mode.

Sure, road projects include bike
lanes that are just a strip of white paint
next to cars speeding by at 50 mph.
Paint is not protection. It does not stop
a distracted driver. It does not keep
bikers safe from potential harm. Thus,
it does not extend the freedom of mo-
bility to those who can’t drive.

Proposed funeral home in
Queen Creek

“Should look less industrial, with stained glass
windows in the front side of the building. Make it
nice for families.” - Jennifer Sos via Next Door

“When I first moved here, I thought it strange
there was only one funeral home around. There
need to be more. Do it!” - Renee Walker via Next
Door

“Great business to add to our city. Beautiful
building for that corner.” - Victoria Young via
Next Door

Pinal County land annexed

“Too many people already.... new developments

Nate Hunt (Submitted photo/Lola Hunt)

Ask yourself: Would you feel
safe with your child biking on these
lanes? If the answer is no, then our
transportation system is wholly in-
sufficient.

As long as our “network” consists
of scary shoulders on high-speed
arterials, residents will continue to
drive, even for short trips, further
clogging our roads. The solution?
Prioritizing physically separated,
practically protected cycling infra-
structure when selecting and de-
signing transportation projects, and

should pay for increased demand.” - D and C
Davison via Next Door

“Time to slow down all building until the
infrastructure catches up with massive population
growth.” - Elaine Giles via Next Door

“We also need for our elected officials to

stop dragging the anchor on building up our
needed infrastructure and start hitting up large
corporations for their fair share of the needed
funding. Time for some pay for play here in such
a vibrant business potential. We have a lot to
offer in highly qualified workers, transportation
infrastructure and favorable living opportunities.
Time for Arizonans to get off bended knee and
start demanding a better cut of the pie. Let’s get
some!” - Everett Allen via Next Door

“Should have done STV, then QC would be a

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

planning for functional mobility, not
just recreational riding.

We must pivot away from eternal-
ly adding lanes and instead work to
separate cyclists with curbs or bol-
lards, fostering a bikeable environ-
ment. We have the space, we have
the budget; we just need the political
momentum.

If we want a truly livable town,
our bikeways must be suitable for all
residents on any number of wheels.
We have the policy on paper; it’s
time to put it into practice on our
pavement.

Nate Hunt

Queen Creek

Nate Hunt is a lifelong Queen Creek resident pursuing
a degree in sustainability and urban planning at
Arizona State University. Please send your comments
about this article to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We

are committed to publishing a wide variety of reader
opinions, as long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

huge city.” - Barbara Rhoades via Next Door
“More traffic.” - Jeff Friedel via Next Door

“When I moved here 12 years ago, I was moving
to a quiet rural area. That is no longer true. There
is too much of everything!! The noise levels at all
hours of the day and night are deafening, vehicles
racing up the road with no regard for hour of the
day. I used to enjoy sitting outdoors, I don’t at all
anymore.” - Elaine Laventure via Next Door

“Need to stop Queen Creek from annexing Pinal
County land as it takes away potential Pinal
County tax base.” - Allen Eckert via Next Door

“We have enough wrecks without more
commercial building. No no no.” - Norm
Whisman via Next Door
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Medicare Advantage Plans,

Designed for Your Health.

Discover added benefits and services available.

Our goal at HealthSpring®™? To be a true health partner
that supports your needs. Our plans offer all the coverage
of Original Medicare plus added benefits. Plans in your
area may include:*

*  $0 monthly premium
*  Upto $185 back in your Social Security check each month**

+ Fitness program, dental, hearing, vision and

transportation services Talk to a local Licensed
* $0 primary care provider and low cost specialist visits Insurance Agent to learn more.
« Upto $200 in rewards for completing healthy activities Shannon Farquharson
* Vision services plus an eyewear allowance of up to $350 480-215-0565

each year 9 a.m. -5 p.m., Monday - Friday

Great health is built together. SIS PR @R L Lo

Together, we are so much more.*

You may be eligible to enroll in a Medicare Advantage plan

i right away if you meet certain criteria, such as moving, K Healthspring

retiring, losing coverage and more. Learn more today.

*Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/service area. Limitations, copayments, exclusions, and restrictions may apply. Contact the plan for more information.
**HealthSpring will reduce your monthly Part B premium based on the plan’s specific benefit amount.

HealthSpring products and services are provided exclusively by or through operating subsidiaries of Health Care Service Corporation, a Mutual Legal Reserve Company. Health
Care Service Corporation and its affiliates contract with Medicare to offer Medicare Advantage HMO and PPO plans and Part D Prescription Drug Plans (PDP) in select states,
and with select State Medicaid programs. Enroliment in a HealthSpring plan depends on contract renewal. © 2025 Health Care Service Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

Y0036_26_1687224291_M 5001520.1025
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Not combined with any other offers

Expires 1/31/26

20911 E. Rittenhouse Rd * Queen Creek

480-912-4011

GILBERT LOCATION
894 E. Warner Rd. - Suite 101
Gilbert, AZ 85296
(480) 207-7295

QUEEN CREEK and STV

40615 N Gantzel Rd #103 « STV 85140

480-664-1614

CHANDLER LOCATION
2990 E. Germann Rd.
Chandler, AZ 85286
(480) 758-4040

CHANDLER Il LOCATION
4991 S. Alma School Rd.
Chandler, AZ 85248
(480) 572-1247

| Epucamon |
Queen Creek teachers
awarded grants from
Fiesta Sports Foundation

During the Fiesta Sports Foundation Wishes for Teachers Draft Day, 540 educators, including 14 from
Queen Creek, were each surprised with $2,500 classroom grants. (Jon Mouer/Fiesta Sports Foundation)

A foundation has granted the wishes
of 540 educators in Arizona this year,
including 14 teachers at Queen Creek
schools.

In its 10th year, the Palo Verde Fi-
esta Sports Foundation Wishes for
Teachers recently awarded $2,500
grants that went to educators at 404
different schools, covering 142 school
districts and 31 new cities for a total of
$1.5 million.

“Behind every unique classroom
wish is an Arizona teacher with a vision
to create a more meaningful learning
experience for their students. Helping
honor, support and celebrate our Arizo-
na educators in every corner of the state
has been the core of Wishes for Teach-
ers for 10 years,” Fiesta Sports Founda-
tion Executive Director and CEO Erik
Moses stated in a press release. “It takes
a collective effort to provide resources

that these teachers wouldn’t otherwise
have.”

The Queen Creek teachers and their
classroom wishes are:

+ Kelly Anderson, a third through
eighth-grade gifted education teacher
at EDUPRIZE Schools-San Tan Val-
ley Campus , will integrate new tech-
nology such as a MacBook, 3D printer
and robotics materials to foster creativ-
ity.

+ Stacy Benton, first-grade gener-
al education teacher at EDUPRIZE
Schools-San Tan Valley Campus, will
add a digital whiteboard to make les-
sons more interactive and engaging.

+ Hollie Bush, a sixth-grade math
and science teacher at EDUPRIZE
Schools-San Tan Valley Campus, will
upgrade the sound system for school
theater productions to improve perfor-

® See Grants on page 13



Grants
¢ From page 12

mance quality.

+ Victor Castruita, a seventh through
eighth-grade Spanish and English lan-
guage learner teacher at J.O. Combs
Middle School, will provide flexible
seating and classroom supplies that
support bilingual learning and student
comfort.

+ Kristen Culley, a ninth through
12th-grade digital photography, jour-
nalism and film teacher at Queen
Creek High School, will upgrade pho-
tography and journalism programs with
a professional-grade camera and lens.

+ Christy Cunico, a seventh through
eighth-grade counseling teacher at
Casteel Junior High School, will design
a mindfulness room with soft seating,
lighting, art, books and sensory tools
for emotional regulation.

+ Angie Fort, a fifth-grade English
language arts and social studies teach-

0

"THE PORK SHOP

Quality Fresh Pork 3

er at EDUPRIZE Schools-San Tan
Valley Campus, will replace outdated
furniture with flexible seating that en-
courages movement and collaboration.

+ Lila Guzman, a seventh through
eighth-grade family and consumer sci-
ence teacher at J.O. Combs Middle
School, will purchase kitchen ranges,
surge protectors and stove parts for cu-
linary and sewing classes.

+ Brittani Hinson, a K through sixth-
grade special education teacher at Aux-
ier Elementary School, will furnish a
new special-education classroom with
flexible seating, a sensory area and task
boxes.

+ Christina Madril, a K through
sixth-grade visual arts teacher at Corti-
na Elementary School, will expand art
education resources and materials for
students across all grade levels.

+ Kelly McGregor, a kindergarten
general education teacher at Benjamin
Franklin Charter School-Power Cam-
pus, will provide manipulatives such as
puzzles and math games that promote

IS0,
IPOIRIES
SIGEIOIP

The Pork Shop
Proteins Feed
The Machine!!

collaboration and creative play.

+ Mackenzie Mills, a K through
sixth-grade music teacher at American
Leadership Academy-San Tan Valley,
will expand the music program with
new instruments and hands-on materi-
als for all grade levels.

+ Andre Mossman, a seventh through
12th-grade art teacher at American
Leadership Academy-Ironwood, will
launch an animation program with light
tables and cameras to connect students
with industry professionals.

+ Kiristina Tandler, a K through
sixth-grade social emotional learning
teacher at Ranch Elementary School,
will add sensory tools, flexible seating
and snacks to support student comfort,
focus and engagement.

With the support of Palo Verde, the
Fiesta Sports Foundation has donat-
ed more than $9.7 million to Arizona
classrooms over the last decade through
the program, benefiting more than
3,100 teachers and more than 1 million
students, the release continued.
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“We're grateful for the dedication
and creativity Arizona teachers bring
to their classrooms every day. These
grants aim to remove barriers, provide
resources students need to thrive and
help educators turn their visions into
reality,” stated Jennifer Spina, vice
president of the Palo Verde Generating
Station, in the release.

The teachers are informed about
their awards during the Fiesta Sports
Foundation Wishes for Teachers Draft
Day, which took place earlier this
month. On draft day, celebrities, com-
munity partners and volunteers make
surprise phone calls and notifications
to the recipients, who are selected in a
random drawing.

In addition to the $2,500 classroom
grants, recipients are invited to attend
the 2025 Rate Bowl on Dec. 26, where
they will be honored on the field in a
halftime presentation. They will also
be invited to march in the Vrbo Fiesta
Bowl Parade on Jan. 3.

Your Local Meat Market For Pork
Sarnivere or L eto e 1:1ve

e ok to Fros o

FREE LB. oF
BRATWURST

With $25 purchase.

Limit one per customer, please.

' lyo-e the [Pat ale
\(our Liffe Baek

OPEN:
Tues.-Sat. 8-5pm * Sun 9-3pm
3359 E. Combs
Queen Creek, AZ 85140

(480) 987-0101

theporkshopaz.com

Superstition Frwy (US 60)
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Unified School District

GROW WITH QCUSD

Preschool - 12" Grade

@; Queen Creek

Queen Creek Unified School District offers: el e

STEM-Focused Academics
Certified Teachers

College & Career Readiness

Accelerated Learning

www.qcusd.org

Mesa Gateway Airport

welcomes first flight to
Virgin Galactic SpaceShip

By Dan McCarthy
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A recent landing at Mesa Gate-
way Airport marked a major step in
Virgin Galactic’s plans for space-
ship transport flights.

“This was the first time bringing
our launch vehicle to our SpaceShip
Factory in Mesa,” Aleanna Crane,
vice president of communications
for Virgin Galactic, said.

Virgin Galactic, an aerospace
and space travel company, signed a
long-term lease in 2022 for a new
final assembly manufacturing facil-
ity in Mesa for its next-generation
Delta class spaceships.

The facility is capable of pro-
ducing up to six spaceships per year
and will bring hundreds “of highly
skilled aerospace engineering and
manufacturing jobs to the area,” ac-
cording to Virgin Atlantic.

Crane said VMS Eve is the
method Virgin Galactic will use to
transport new spaceships to launch
facilities at Spaceport America in
New Mexico.

“So, with our first ship expected
to be finished next year, it was time
to begin familiarizing our pilots and
operations teams with Mesa Gate-
way Airport and operating from our
facility here,” Crane said.

The company has been receiving
major parts and subassemblies from
suppliers which are being integrat-
ed into the build of its spaceship at
the new Mesa facility, she said.

“Our spaceship final assembly
factory is key to accelerating the

production of our Delta fleet, en-
abling a rapid increase in flight ca-
pacity that will drive our revenue
growth,” Virgin Galactic CEO Mi-
chael Colglazier said in a 2022 re-
lease.

“We’re thrilled to expand into
the greater Phoenix area which is
home to outstanding aerospace tal-
ent — and we look forward to grow-
ing our team and fleet at our new
facility.”

An important step occurred Nov.
17 when Virgin Galactic launch ve-
hicle Eve landed at Mesa Gateway
Airport in Mesa.

Virgin  Galactic motherships
will ferry completed spaceships to
Spaceport America for flight tests
and commercial operation.

Spaceships will not land in Mesa,
though.

“Not in the way you’re probably
thinking. While you will see Eve
more often between now and when
our new SpaceShip is complete,
our spaceships themselves won’t be
landing here in Mesa,” Crane said.

“Part of the beauty of our space-
flight system is that after re-enter-
ing the atmosphere, we return our
astronauts to the same runway from
where they took off. And that’s at
Spaceport America.”

What people in the Valley will be
able to see, she said, is “the space-
ship taking off from Mesa Gateway,
carried under the giant wing of our
beautiful launch vehicle, Eve, on its
way to New Mexico.

® See Airport on page 15
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¢ From page 15

“And that is exactly what it looks
like at the beginning of every space-
flight we make from Spaceport.”

Crane said the company will
coordinate with the airport when
making flights to Mesa.

“It really is a sight, watching a
rocket-powered spaceship, held se-
curely between the twin fuselages
of Eve, lift off for the first time. And
then, not too long after that, she’ll
return to pick up our second space-
ship.”

Virgin Galactic Launch Vehicle Eve lands at Mesa
Gateway Airport in Mesa on Nov. 17. (Virgin
Galactic)

D PIZZA DATE NIGHT SANGRIA SOCIAL ’/ OLIVE TO PAINT & SIP CANADA WEEK

VISIT WEBSITE FOR TICKETS FREE ADMISSION » VISIT WEBSITE FOR TICKETS FREE ADMISSION

JAN 14, FEB 11, MAR T JAN 17, FEB 7 JAN 21 JAN 31-FEB 8
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HoMETOWN HEROES AWARDS® WINNER

Karen McLendon

Entrepreneurship runs in Karen McLendon’s family.

Her mother owned two hair salons, and after marrying her husband, Haskell, in 1964, the couple eventually opened two pet
grooming salons in Tempe and Chandler.

In 1988, the couple made their move to Queen Creek and less than 10 years later in 1996, they opened the town’s first state-
licensed assisted living care home. But it wasn’t easy.

“They met four different times to talk business with the town and were told three times (that) Queen Creek will never have
a need for senior care,” stated Yvonne Dudley, one of the MclLendons’ two daughters, in her Queen Creek Hometown Hero
nomination of her mother. “Karen said, ‘l know there isn’t much out here right now, but can’t you see in five or 10 years it’s really
going to be a busy place here in Queen Creek?”

On the fourth try, the couple got the OK to open A Caring Manor and later founded a second location.

Haskell passed away 22 years ago, leaving Karen to operate the business by herself. She has since handed over operations to
her daughters.

“Providing comfort to people in their final years has been one of the most meaningful experiences of my life,” Karen said.

Name: Karen McLendon

Age: 82
Business Name: A Caring Manor Assisted Living

What | like most about living here: When | moved here almost 40 years ago, Queen Creek really was a very small rural town,
and that’s why | loved it. Today, it has grown so much that it no longer feels small to me, but it has become a very nice place to
live with friendly people and a strong sense of community.

What | do: I'm retired after opening and managing two assisted living homes, A Caring Manner in Rancho Jardines, and
another in Montelena. Both are still managed by my two daughters. Caring for others has always been close to my heart.
Providing comfort to people in their final years has been one of the most meaningful experiences of my life.

Professional background highlights: | spent many years as a small-business owner in the pet industry. | was trained to groom
dogs at 16 and eventually bought Lois and Jane’s grooming shop in Tempe. Later, we expanded to Chandler, and we renamed
our business Pet Concerns, and owned it for 20 years before transitioning to elder care. In 1996, my husband and | opened
Queen Creek’s very first licensed residential care home for seniors, A Caring Manor, located at 18642 E. Cloud Road. Fourteen
years later, | opened a second home located at 20338 E. Via Del Oro, and today, each of my daughters, Yvonne and Alisha,
manage a home.

What | like most about what | do: Knowing that we've created places where people feel at home, where care feels personal,
and local employees can make a real difference in someone’s life, that’s what community is all about,

What does being nominated for this category mean to you? That | can be recognized for the years of service that | put forth
into the community.

What do you think you bring to the local community that makes it better? There are many new large facilities coming into
Queen Creek that can be less personal. | have provided a small individual care homes that supply vital support for seniors, open
more job opportunities for local community members, and create a tender social bond with residents and family.

What would you tell people about why it’s important to make a difference in Queen Creek? It’s important to make a
difference and preserve its family-friendly vibe

Changes I'd like to see in this area: A few more finer dine-in restaurants, and possibly wider streets for roads such as
Rittenhouse and Ocotillo. How about an art school and a dance studio?

Favorite community cause & why: Our EMTs and fire department are there when it matters most providing life-saving help
and reassurance to everyone in need.

My family: My family means the world to me. They are my left and my right hand.

My interests and hobbies: Crafts diamond paintings, gift baskets, floral arrangements, also reading and decorating my home.

The trait(s) | admire in others: | have always admired
people with patience, and people who can sing beautifully.

People who inspired me (and how): My mother inspired
me always. She was capable of doing anything she set her
mind to. She owned two hair salons at the same time, and
my father with his wonderful vocabulary and suave fashion
sense, showed me how individuality can shine.

My guiding philosophy: Learn as much as you can about
what you love.

My advice to today’s youth: Designate time each day
to turn off your devices, pray always, and stay close to
your Heavenly Father. Those quiet moments will guide you
through life better than anything else.

The Queen Creek Independent is pleased to announce
Karen McLendon as the January 2026 Hometown Hero
bestowed in the category of Trailblazer. The Queen Creek
Independent along with East Valley Institute of Technology
and the Queen Creek Olive Mill salute Mrs. McLendon as this
month’s Queen Creek Hometown Heroes Awards recipient.

q)%)aEEN CREEK

INDEPENDENT




YourValley.net | Queen Creek Independent | January 2026 17

NOMINATE YOUR QUEEN CREEK HOMETOWN HERO

Hometown Heroes Awards is a celebration of individuals for their local achievements and distinguished contributions for the community of Queen Creek.

If you know of a deserving person who lives and/or works in Queen Creek, call or email us today!
Nominations Needed For:

Veteran: Former military person who continues to serve within the community
Emergency Responder: Person who steps forward during an emergency
Entrepreneur: An individual who launches an idea into a new business and serves the community
Lifetime Achievement: Long standing community member who has consistently stepped forward and exemplified a passion for giving back to the Queen Creek community within any category
Leader of Tomorrow (17 or younger): Youth who shows leadership and involvement within the community

Congratulations 2025-2026 Queen Creek Hometown Heroes Awards Winners
Trailblazer: Karen McLendon, Founder, A Caring Manor Assisted Living
Educator: Jarrod Posner, Teacher and Coach, Benjamin Franklin Charter School - Crismon Campus

Volunteer: Julie Hartman, Volunteer, Town of Queen Creek, Queen Creek Chamber, Central Christian Church
Healthcare: Amy Webster, Founder, Hope Heart Heal Medical Nonprofit
Spiritual Leader: Curt McReynolds, Campus Pastor, CCV Queen Creek

Mentor/Coach: Jake Allen, Teacher/Coach, Crismon High School and Co-Founder, MAW Wrestling Academy

Community Cheerleader: Patty Campbell, Governing Board Member- Queen Creek Unified School District

Supf;;;’tlg S L‘-HH.':% e W|Sh|ng Youa

Prosperous 2026

from Queen Creek’s 2025 Emerging

OLIVE MILL Business of the Year!

ARIZONA

of

FARM | MARKET | EATERY

37724 N Gantzel Rd #104, Queen Creek, AZ 85140
480-212-0813
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THE SHOOTING RANGE

Your Friendly Neighborhood Shooting Range

FAMILY FRIENDLY
20 LANES

FULL RETAIL SHOP
RENTAL FIREARMS
CLASSES
MEMBERSHIPS
COMPETITIONS
PRIVATE PARTIES
& MORE

MONDAY - SATURDAY
9AM - 8PM

SUNDAY
1AM - 5PM

LADIES DAY
TUESDAY & THURSDAY

*2022* *2023*

L N
|\ _WINNER | \
EAST VALLEY

WINNER |
EAST VALLEY
Favorires /R \ FASIOGETEY /R SRl

STILL Your Favorite
Firearms Store

1 2 FOR 1 RANGE TIME

I +FREE FIREARM RENTAL I

1
1 DISCOUNT VALID WITH COUPON 1
STANDARD RULES APPLY

L---------J

(480) 840-9202
18618 SOUTH 186TH WAY, QUEEN CREEK, AZ 85142
WWW.THESHOOTINGRANGEAZ.COM

MUSIC COMEDY JOUSTING FEASTING
GAMES RIDES SHOPPING

s <>

b
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TICKETS, DIRECTIONS &. FESTIVAL INFO
ARIZONA .RENFESTINFO.com

THINGS T0DO
On with the show

“Angel of Music” (Gold Canyon Arts Council)

New stage shows are
coming to area this winter

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

For lovers of stage musicals and
concerts, the new year is bringing an
exciting slate of shows for rock, jazz,
country and Broadway standards.

Residents of Queen Creek have
access to performing arts centers in
town as well as surrounding areas.

From Jan. 22-24, the Queen Creek
Performing Arts Center, 22149 E.
Ocotillo Road, will present the “The
Importance of Being Earnest” by Os-
car Wilde. This enduring comedy
satirizes London society’s rigid so-
cial norms and hypocrisy. The play
revolves around two young men who
both lead double lives to escape their
social obligations and enjoy a freer
and more frivolous lifestyle. Tickets
are $17.50 for adults and $15.50 for
children and seniors.

The Chandler Performing Arts
Center, 250 N. Arizona Ave., is
hosting the Lunar New Year Gala:
Rhythm of China 2026 at 6 p.m.,
Jan. 17. Presented by Green Apple

Art Academy, this year’s gala brings
together dancers, young artists and
professional instructors to present a
showcase themed to China’s celebra-
tions of the new lunar year. Tickets
are $22, with VIP tickets going for
$37.

Tribute bands are always popular
and the Higley Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 4132 E. Pecos Road in
Gilbert, will be featuring Hotel Cali-
fornia - “A Salute to the Eagles” start-
ing at 7 p.m., Feb. 16. The tribute is
billed as the “only show to have ever
received ‘Official Authorization’ to
perform the Eagles catalog of music.

The Gold Canyon Arts Council
is wrapping up its season over the
coming months. In “Angel of Music,”
Broadway veterans Franc D’ambro-
sio and Glory Crampton celebrate the
music of Andrew Lloyd Webber and
his musicals featuring songs from his
most-acclaimed shows. The program
starts at 7 p.m., Jan. 9 at the Gold
Canyon United Methodist Church,
6640 S. Kings Ranch Road in Gold
Canyon Ticket prices range from $5
for students to $35 for non-council

members.
® See Shows on page 19



Shows
¢ From page 18

There are more shows coming to
the southeast Valley over the winter
months.

Queen Creek Performing Arts Cen-
ter

Hooray For Hollywood

2 p.m.

Jan. 17

Hollywood’s greatest musical hits
featuring cinema classics such as
“A Star is Born,” “Frozen,” “Flash-
dance,” “Dirty Dancing,” “The Wiz-
ard of Oz” and more.

BYU Living Legends

Jan. 30

Celebrating the native cultural
heritage of North and South America
and the South Pacific, Living Leg-
ends presents a vibrant spectacle of
energy, music, costume and dance.

Fleetwood Mac: Go Your Own

Way

2 p.m.

Feb. 7

A tribute to one of the most pop-
ular groups of the 1970’s. Fleetwood
Mac: Go Your Own Way features the
best of their most famous hits.

Johnny and Dolly: Together At
Last!

2 p.m.

Feb. 14

Celebrate two legends of country
music in one concert in this brand-
new production starring two of the
most sought-after tribute artists in
America. Scott Moreau is Johnny
Cash and Karen Hester is Dolly Par-
ton.

Diva Legends: Songs From the
Greatest Female Singers of All
Time

2 p.m.

Feb. 21

Celebrate the hit music of female
vocal icons such as Celine Dion, Bar-
bra Streisand, Cher, Aretha Franklin,

Donna Summer, Whitney Houston
and more.

Legally Blonde: The Musical

Feb. 26-28

Sorority President Elle Woods is
anxiously awaiting a marriage pro-
posal when her boyfriend, Warner,
breaks up instead. Elle devises a plan
to follow Warner to Harvard and
prove that she is more than just a pret-
ty face.

The Chandler Performing Arts
Center

Sixtiesmania -
Through The Sixties

3 p.m.

Jan. 11

The nostalgic adventure spans the
thrills of the Beatles’ British Invasion
to the legendary anthems that defined
Woodstock. Sixtiesmania recreates
the iconic sounds of beloved artists,
including The Rolling Stones, Creed-
ence Clearwater Revival, The Doors,
The Monkees, The Beach Boys, The

A Journey

maxzpa ‘

CardinaleWay #1 MAZDA DEALER IN ARIZONA! 7,

6343 E Test Dr Mesa, AZ 85206 | cardinalewaymazdamesa.com 05310

Sales: 480-355-4411 | Service: 480-355-4412
Sales: 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM | Service: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM .
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Kinks, Cream and many more.

Kirk Whalum: Songs of Change

7:30 p.m.

Jan. 15

With a dynamic blend of jazz, gos-
pel and R&B, Kirk Whalum delivers
a program featuring “Love Is the An-
swer,” “Keep On Pushing,” “Let It
Be” and “What’s Goin’ On.”

CSO Pops: Jordan Bluth Sings
Sinatra & Bennett

3 p.m.

Jan. 25

Local crooner Jordan Bluth brings
back favorite Frank Sinatra and Tony
Bennett songs — some of the great
jazz music from the mid-20th cen-
tury. The Chandler Symphony pro-
vides the backup,

Ailey IT

7:30 p.m.

Feb. 6

Ailey II is a modern dance com-
pany founded by the incomparable
dancer Alvin Ailey that provides a

® See Shows on page 20

Service

Full Synthetic Oil Change
& Tire Rotation

$99.95

Includes engine oil & oil filter change with
OEM approved oil and a tire rotation.
Price may be higher for some models.

*Must present when service order is written. One coupon per customer.
May not be combined with other offers. Not applicable to prior purchases.
Not responsible for typographical, digital download, or printing errors. Other
restrictions may apply. Most listed prices are starting prices and pricing may
vary based on make, model, specific amounts, sizes, quantity, quality, and
other variables. Please see your service advisor for complete details, exact
pricing, and availability.

CARDINALEWAY
MAZDA MESA

S

Expires 1/31/2026
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Shows
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platform for diverse artists to share
the joy and beauty of dance with au-
diences worldwide.

Less is More an Evening with
Joss Stone

7:30 p.m.

Feb. 7

She blends heartfelt vocals with a
tight, rhythmic band, bringing songs
such as “Tell Me ‘Bout It,” “You Had
Me” and “Right to Be Wrong” to
life. Her shows balance energy with
smooth delivery, offering a modern
take on soul that honors tradition
while showcasing her style.

Sons of Serendip

7:30 p.m.

Feb. 14

Billboard-charting, classical-cross-

“The Importance of Being Earnest” (Queen Creek
Performing Arts Center)

Experience their arrangements of
songs such as “Somewhere Only We
Know” and “Hallelujah” in a roman-
tic evening of music.

Showtime Series-Walkin’
Line: A Tribute to Johnny Cash

the

ny Cash in this tribute to the Man in
Black. Hear all of Cash’s biggest hits,
such as “Folsom Prison Blues,” “Ring
of Fire,” “Boy Named Sue” and
“Walk the Line.”

Higley Center for the Performing
Arts

Fleetwood Mask

7:30 p.m.

Jan. 10

Fleetwood Mask is the only tribute
band in the Americas endorsed by
Fleetwood Mac-founding member
Mick Fleetwood.

Frankie Avalon

7 p.m.

Jan. 19

With a career that spans more than
five decades in music, television and
motion pictures, Frankie Avalon has
certainly made the transition from
teen idol to legendary star.

Feb. 2

Toast is tribute band to the ’70s
hit band, Bread. Toast presents a
“feel-good” show that includes all of
Bread’s top hits.

Gold Canyon Arts Council

The Face Vocal Band

7 p.m.

Feb. 20

This a cappella all-vocal rock band
comes from Boulder, Colorado. They
use only voices, including a vocal
drummer, to perform popular songs
without instruments or special ef-
fects. They first appeared nationally
in 2009 as one of eight original groups
on NBC’s premiere season of “The
Sing-Oft.”

Please send your comments about this article to
A=Opinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as

over quartet Sons of Serendip won 3 p.m. Toast-The Ultimate Bread Ex- long ‘;f[}””y me;“””ri’z"l ity Guidelines. Jane:
. . Feb. 14 . erez can ve reacrie ﬂf]perez@lﬂlufﬂ.ﬂrg'.
the hearts of fans and judges alike as g . perience
finalists on “America’s Got Talent.” Relive the amazing songs of John- 7 p.m.
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Deep Clean or

Move In/
Move Out Clean

First time customers only. One time use with
coupon. Offer expires 1-30-26.

WINTER SPECIAL

*100 OFF

Recurring Cleaning

($20 off first 5 visits) offer expires 1-30-26.

480-550-8282 : TwoMaidsCleaning.com

License #00825-2018




YourValley.net | Queen Creek Independent | January 2026 21

THINGS TO DO

Schnepf Farms
24810 S. Rittenhouse Road

JAN. 17

Citrus Clinic

Learn the ins and outs of planting, pruning,
watering and fertilizing citrus trees.

9-11 a.m.

Queen Creek Library, Zane Grey Room
21802 S. Elisworth Road

JAN. 21
Family Art Hangout

Parents and their kids ages 5-8 can work
together on a family art project.
6:30-7:15 p.m.

JAN. 10 & 24 Queen Creek Library

21802 South Elisworth Road
Queen Creek Family Market
Support local artisans by attending the
market and buying crafted gifts, home décor,
soaps and more.

S MaryGloriaFoundation.org - 480-577-2069

00
PET ADOPTATHONS!

BIG TWO TOYOTA
ORGS ON SITE! .
RED MOUNTAIN FLOORING AZ 1250 Gibert R, Chandler, AZ 85286
10104 E. APACHE TRAIL APACHE JUNCTION 50/50 RAFFLES Saturday, Jan 24 . 10:00am - 3:00pm
480-380-3211 ACCEPTING PET FOOD ST ANTHONY ON THE DESERT EPISCOPAL CHURCH
“YOUR FLOORING PROFESSIONALS" DONATIONS 12990 E Shea Bivd, Scottsdale AZ 85259

WE SELL CARPET- TILE - LAMINATE - WOOD - VINYL .
WE CLEAN CARPET - TILE - GROUT - UPHOLSTERY e ALL PETS ALTERED Spomsored by:
WE DO FLOOR REPAIR AND MORE & IMMUNIZED
L e e e i iy T s e s e B B i e i i |
1 $20.00 OFF CARPET CLEANINGII®® 1 1$36.00 OFF TILEAND GROUT CLEANINGIF®)| | [R\2="R[®]  \/icit us at
] INCLUDES: Pre-treatment, spot treatment, no-residue rinse, | || 100% EVERY INCH GUARANTEE!! 1 ' 3
| Fake & deodorizer as needed, truck mount hot water extraction | ¢ I PACC911.0RG

480-380-3211 . 480-380-3211 I to learn morel

1 *DISCOUNT OFF MINIMUM JOB OF $120.00 *DISCOUNT OFF MINIMUM JOB OF 235 S/F




22 January 2026 | Queen Creek Independent | YourValley.net

Power Tag, Titles & More

Family Owned Approved Service Provider for the Arizona Motor Vehicle Division

www.powertagstitlesandmore.net

I

Family Member
Always On Duty

Our Florence Office
Will Renew Your
Registration Over The Phone.

JUST CALL!

M-F 9am to 3pm only
DRIVER’S LICENSES!

*Hunt Highway
Location Only

v/ Title and Registration ' Permits v Driver’s License Record
v/ Registration Renewal v Plates v Vehicle Inspection

OTHER SERVICES INCLUDING:
* Carfax ¢ Sold Nofice ® Faxing ® Finger Printing * Notary

* Insurance Verification ® Address Change ¢ Credit Plate Refund
* PARALLEL PARKING ¢ ROAD TESTS ¢ CAR INSURANCE

NEW EXPANDED LOCATION!!! 2ND LOCATION NOW OPEN!!!

3125 W Hunt Highway Ste. 104 495 N Pinal Parkway #105
Queen Creek, AZ 85142 (just west of Gary Rd.) Florence, AZ 85132
480-677-3132 520-788-6014

OPEN: M-F 8am - 6pm Call If You Are Running Late OPEN: M-F 9am - 4pm Call If You Are Running Late

x StepUpStopCancer.org

A new wastewater capacity fee will be paid by new residential and business construction. As much as
70% of the town’s projected growth during the next 10 years will come from new single-family homes.
(Special to Independent Newsmedia/Arianna Grainey)

Fees
¢ From page 1

businesses to pay their fair share of
the infrastructure that either exists
that they’re tapping into or that we
will be building as a result of the
demand that they’re putting on
the system,” Queen Creek Depu-
ty Town Manager and CFO Scott
McCarty told the council.

The wastewater capacity fees
will increase from $2,901 to $6,144
for new structures.

Wastewater capacity fees were
last updated in 2019. The reason
for the proposed increase is the ex-
pansion of the existing wastewater
treatment plant.

The Greenfield Wastewater
Treatment Plant in Gilbert is a
community partnership among
Mesa, Gilbert and Queen Creek.

“The proposed 10-year infra-
structure improvement plan ...
identified a total of $138.2 mil-
lion of infrastructure needs. Of
this amount, $101.4 million is for
growth and $36.8 million for non-

growth,” according to a staff re-
port.

The wastewater capacity fees
will pay $73.2 million in growth-re-
lated infrastructure over the next
10 years. The proposed revenue
would be added to the $28.2 mil-
lion cash balance currently in the
capacity fee fund, covering the
$101.4 million of growth-related
wastewater project costs, the staff
report stated.

The non-growth portion will be
paid through wastewater revenue
from monthly billings.

“On the last fee update prior to
this one, (the wastewater capac-
ity fee) actually came down. The
reason it came down was because
at that particular time we weren’t
adding capacity to the treatment
plant,” McCarty said. “And that’s
conversely the reason that the fees
are going up. This time it’s mainly
the addition of (2 million gallons
per day) of capacity to the plant to
meet the growth over the next 10
years from mainly homes and mul-
tifamily units.”

® See Wastewater on page 23



Wastewater
¢ From page 22

In calculating the increase, staff
found that 70% of the growth pro-
jected over the next 10 years is ex-
pected to come from single-fami-
ly homes, 17% from multifamily
complexes, 5% from commercial
businesses and about 8% from in-
dustrial companies, McCarty said.

“When we set the fee, we were
trying to have that corollary of the
reason we’re building the fee and
who should be paying the fee,”
McCarty said. “We've got 70%
of the people are coming from sin-
gle-family homes. They should be
paying roughly about 70% of the
cost of the new infrastructure that
they’re tapping into.”

Expansion of the Greenfield
plant, which is scheduled to con-
clude in March 2031, will support
future growth over the next eight

years. To handle all the growth
over the next 10 years, another
wastewater treatment facility will
need to be built, likely on the east
side of town.

In introducing the proposal
during the council’s Oct. 1 meet-
ing, McCarty said a typical equiv-

alent residential unit sends 168
gallons per day in water flow to the
treatment plant.

With the number of equivalent
residential units expected to grow
by 14,600 in 10 years, the total
number of daily wastewater gallons
sent for treatment will reach 2.5

CHANDLER UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

REGISTRATION
BEGINS JAN 7!

CUSD80.COM f © @CHANDLERUNIFIED
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million.

“We don’t have 2.5 million gal-
lons of treatment capacity costs in
this plan. We have 2 million, which
basically is the expansion to the
Greenfield plant,” McCarty said
during the Oct. 1 meeting. “When
we reset the fee in the next two or
three years, we’ll pick up that ex-
pansion beyond Greenfield in the
next fee update.”

The new fees will be effective
Jan. 5, 2026. A delay in imple-
menting the new fees would have
cost the town up to $7.7 million in
revenue.

Please send your comments about this article to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions,

as long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Janet Perez can be reached at jperez@iniusa.
org.
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By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Queen Creek Town Council
has given the go-ahead to plans to build
a funeral home on 2.72 acres on the
northwest corner of Ocotillo and Hawes
roads.

SCI Shared Resources, which does
business at SCI Funeral Services, re-
quested that a 0.14-acre parcel current-
ly in Maricopa County be annexed, and
the entire 2.72 acres site be rezoned
from rural to light commercial to build a
single-story, 7,630-square-foot funeral
home and associated parking.

The project site is surrounded by an
existing residential community to the
west, the Queen Creek Wash to the
north, Ocotillo Road and residential es-
tate lots to the south, and Hawes Road

1870 W Germann Rd St 100,

Chandler, AZ 85286

oeveiopue
Council approves funeral home project

The proposed funeral home will be built by SCI Shared Resources, which does business at SCI Funeral Services on the northwest corner of Ocotillo and

Hawes roads. (Town of Queen Creek)

and the Queen Creek Wash to the east.
At a recent meeting, the council
unanimously voted to annex the parcel
as part of the consent agenda and gave
rezoning and site plan approvals for the
overall project after a public hearing.
One member of the public, Jake Ells-

480-674-6200 | K9Resorts.com

20% OFF

if you board with us between

Jan. 5 and Mar. 1, 2026

Cannot be combined with any other discount.

New reservations only.

worth, spoke in opposition to the proj-
ect. He said the proposed business is too
close to the intersection and would add
to already existing traffic congestion. He
claimed that neighbors did not have an
opportunity to speak out on the project.

“If there is an option to buy more

IViultiPAWaKdVVimmiae:

' Flewless customer service
o Cage ffree lrwry beareling
o [Leving amnd carfing stafi?

o Stafte-citihe-art fadides

time, I can promise you I can get you
guys 200 different people calling in and
opposing to this because there’s a lot of
opposition,” Ellsworth said. “Every-
body’s just kind of confused on when
these meetings are, or they moved, or

® See Funeral Home on page 25

DOG 1BOARIDIN G

Your pet’s home away ffrom heme. Where a dog can be a cdog)
Intermeationally Recogmiaed,




Funeral Home
¢ From page 25

hey, is this a final hearing,” he asked.
“The first time a bunch of neighbors
showed up is kind of just the company
putting on their own little thing.”

Sean Lake of the law firm of Pew and
Lake, which represents SCI, countered
that they had mailed notices to all area
residents about a public meeting held in
June, which was attended by six people.

The public also had an opportunity
to speak out during the Nov. 12 plan-
ning commission meeting when the site
plan and rezoning were recommended
for approval. No member of the public
spoke at the commission meeting.

“There were a number of questions
regarding the funeral home operations.
One of the biggest was with regard to
any crematory operations occurring
here. This will not have that at this loca-
tion,” senior town planner Les Johnson
told the council. “There were really no

(other) concerns identified by those in
attendance.”

The town received one email in op-
position about two months ago from a
resident living about a mile west of the
site, Johnson said.

Focusing on the issue of road conges-
tion, Council Member Travis Padilla
asked what additional traffic the funeral
home could bring.

“Traffic for this type of an operation
is typically off-peak-hour type traffic,”
Lake said. “People coming during the
day to services, smaller gathering type
services. This is not going to be a loca-
tion where you’re going to have a mon-
ster funeral that I think this community
has seen. And those are typically held
at religious buildings like a stake center,
where you would have those big, huge
facilities that would cause a lot of traf-
fic problems. They just don’t have the
spacing or capacity to have that type of
a funeral.”

Lake said the funeral home has a ca-
pacity to hold 100 people.

Padilla also pointed to the long-time
interest the community has had in the
site and fears of what could go in there.

“One of the sentiments that I get
from local residents nearby this corner
is that they will be excited to have that
piece of property improved,” Padilla
said. “That’s something that they have
wanted to see for some time, and we
appreciate anything that would be done
there.”

Council Member Robin Benning
said the funeral home was “certainly a
lot better than some of the other appli-
cations that we've seen for this parcel,
and for that reason I'm generally sup-
portive of this.”

“While I might have hoped for a dif-
ferent business, it doesn’t really matter
because we are a property-rights state,
and at the end of the day, what I real-
ly don’t believe is that anybody would
have purchased that property to build a
single-family residence that close to one
of the busier intersections,” Benning
said.

YourValley.net | Queen Creek Independent | January 2026 25

In her first council meeting since re-
turning from a leave of absence, Mayor
Julia Wheatley said a low-intensity proj-
ect such as the funeral home was likely
one of the best options for the location.

“There are many other things that
could go on this corner — drive-thrus,
gas stations, car washes — all of these
high-intensity uses. I do see this as a
low-intensity use,” Wheatley said.
“Where the alternative is leaving it
residential, it just doesn’t make sense
on that parcel. It’s one of the reasons it
sat like that for so many years. So, I do
understand the reasoning behind the re-
zone, and I think given its use, it makes
sense.”

Branded as Dignity Memorial, SCI
has several funeral homes in the Valley,
but this will be its first location in Queen
Creek.

Please send your comments about this article to
A=Opinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long
as they meet our Croility Guidelines. Janet Perez can
be reached at jperez@iniusa.org.

Your Local
Flooring Experts

From luxurious plush carpets to sturdy vinyl plank flooring and exquisite
custom area rugs, we have the area’s most extensive selection of quality
floor covering options to complement every room in your home.

Serving Mesa Since 1975!

2760 East Main Street #106 | Mesa, AZ 85213

480-833-7025

mesasalesandsupply.com

New!

Flooring Products
and Installation
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« Free 1/2 inch, 6lb pad with new carpet
« 50% Off Binding for new Custom Area Rug!
« Free Moisture barrier for new LVP!

Discounts Available

Window Coverings

and Installation Countertops

Financing &
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Local girl receives state gift for National Adoption Month

As part of National Adoption Month, 12-year-old Queen Creek girl
Zoey McClellan was surprised by Arizona State Treasurer Kimberly
Yee with a $529 contribution to open an AZ529 Education Savings
Plan. (Office of the Arizona State Treasurer)

ARMADILLO, LLC

¢ Reconfigure

SCREENS:
480-883-9255

sunscreens-armadillo.com
Licensed Bonded Insured ROC 195034 ROC 322703

SHADE SCREENS ® ROLL SHADES ® RAIN GUTTERS

¢ New Installation e Rainwater Harvesting
e Sunscreens and Roll Shades BY PHIFER

GUTTERS:
480-570-1011

a-1seamlessraingutter.com

A 12-year-old Queen Creek girl has found her for-
ever family and received a financial leg up toward her
future education.

In celebration of National Adoption Month in No-
vember, Arizona Treasurer Kimberly Yee recently sur-
prised a local adoptive family by contributing $529 to
open an AZ529 Education Savings Plan for Zoey Mc-
Clellan, according to a press release.

This gift was made in partnership with Hope & A
Future, a nonprofit organization that has been support-
ing children in Arizona’s foster care system since 2004.

Zoey’s parents have four adopted children, as well as
four foster children under their care.

“WEe are so grateful for this incredible gift and for rec-
ognizing National Adoption Month in such a meaning-
ful way,” Zoey’s mother, Jenn McClellan, stated in the
release. “This contribution doesn’t just support Zoey’s
future, it gives her the chance to dream beyond high
school, to imagine college or any path she chooses. It
brings hope, stability and the belief that there’s some-
thing more ahead. For kids like Zoey, that kind of en-
couragement means everything.”

Zoey dreams of becoming a veterinarian.

Yee was joined by former Arizona Gov. Jan Brew-
er and AZ529 Advisory Committee Member Charlie
Shields, himself an adoptive parent, who doubled the
contribution for Zoey.

“National Adoption Month is a wonderful time to
celebrate the families who open their hearts and homes
to precious children in need, giving them a forever
home,” Yee stated in the release. “Families like Zoey’s
have already taken significant steps toward building a
brighter future for their children with a pathway to ac-
complish their dreams.

“By investing in this child’s future through the

AZ529 Education Savings Plan, we are recognizing all
of the remarkable adoptive families in our state, while
also sharing the important message that every child
should have endless opportunities for their future ed-
ucation.”

There are currently more than 10,000 children in
Arizona’s foster care system, and each year, more than
800 of them age out without permanent families or
needed support.

“It’s a meaningful investment in Zoey’s future and
a powerful reminder of what community support can
achieve,” stated Michael Brewer, president and CEO
of Hope & A Future, in the release. “With over 10,000
children currently in Arizona’s foster care system, and
only 3% of those who age out ever graduating from
college, we must continue finding ways to uplift these
youth. Every effort counts, and today’s gesture shows
how we can all play a role in helping children like Zoey
thrive.”

The AZ529 Education Savings Plan offers a tax-free
approach to setting money aside for college, communi-
ty college, vocational training, trade school and other
educational avenues for high school graduates. Arizona
residents can receive a dollar-for-dollar state tax deduc-
tion for contributions made to an AZ529 account each
year, up to $2,000 per beneficiary or $4,000 per bene-
ficiary, depending on filing status., the release stated.

Funds earned over time will remain tax-free when
used for covered educational expenses. Additionally,
AZ529 Plan beneficiaries can now roll over unused
funds into a Roth IRA, up to a $35,000 lifetime limit
free of income tax or tax penalties.

Friends and family members may also add to a
child’s AZ529 Plan at any time and earn the same tax
benefits for themselves.

SunTex.80/90
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Offices

¢ From page 2

funnels a lot of traffic,” Sean Lake, an attorney from
the law firm of Pew & Lake who represented the de-
veloper, told the council. “I think the property owner
has done a good job of working with staff to design
something that really fits in between those uses and
does provide a good buffer.”

The nearest residential property lines are about 90
feet from the proposed development to the west and
118 feet to the south.

“To the west and to the south, there’s a 30-foot
and 40-foot landscape buffer that provides a double
row of trees,” Sarah Clark, a principal planner with
the town, told the council. “That’ll provide a year-
round screening to those adjacent property owners.
Additionally, there’s a 6-foot solid wall along that
western and southern property line.”

Frank West Capital submitted an annexation ap-
plication in August 2024 for the proposed site, along
with the site plan and request to rezone the land. The
town council held its first public hearing on the an-
nexation request on Aug. 6.

“The proposed medical and general office complex

offers a much-needed use that will support the exist-
ing and future residential development in the area,”
according to the project narrative. “The site is along
an arterial road and has been designed to complement
the community.”

The project will not have 24-hour businesses or
uses that require conditional-use permits, as well as

no drive-thrus. In addition, the buildings will not ex-
ceed 30 feet in height and illuminated signs will not
face residential areas, the narrative stated. Parking lot
lights will be dimmed by 50% starting at 10 p.m.

The Queen Creek Planning Commission unani-
mously voted Nov. 12 to recommend approval of the
rezoning and site plan.

SAVE FOR THE MOMENTS

YOU’LL NEVER FORGET.

Stop by or visit westernbanks.com to learn about our CD special.

Western

Bank . Invest « Insure

Your Hometown Bank

=

Member FDIC
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PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
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Mesa, AZ — The most common method
your doctor will recommend to treat your
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with
prescription drugs that may temporarily
reduce your symptoms. These drugs
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica,
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure
drugs. These drugs may cause you to feel
uncomfortable and have a variety of

Chronic painand/or peripheral neuropathy
is a result of damage to the nerves often
causing weakness, pain, numbness,
tingling, and the most debilitating balance
problems. This damage is commonly
caused by a hands and feet which causes
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to
lack of nutrient flow.

periphe” d 7
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As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood
vessels that surround the nerves become
diseased they shrivel up which causes the
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue
to survive.When these nerves begin to“die”
they cause you to have balance problems,
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and
many additional symptoms. The main
problem is that your doctor has told you

CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

to just live with the problem or try the drugs
which you don't like taking because they
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now
a facility right here in Mesa that offers you
hope without taking those endless drugs

with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity
examination at the end of this article)
neuropathy three factors must be
determined.

1) What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves
3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow,
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you
back to health is our new $50,000.00
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic
unit to accurately determine the increase
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to
accurately determine the increase in small
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system
delivers energy to the affected area of your
body at varying wavelengths, including
both low-frequency and middle-frequency
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM)
signaling. During a treatment session, the
Sanexas system automatically changes to
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare
restrictions apply) Depending on your
coverage, your treatment could be little to
no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed to
allow the nerves to fully recover varies
from person to person and can only be
determined after a detailed neurological
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage
there is hope!

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain
and neuropathy severity examination
to determine the extent of the nerve
damage as a public service to you and/or
your family and friends. This neuropathy/
pain severity examination will consist of
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this
chronic pain and neuropathy severity
examination from now until January
31, 2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an
appointment to determine if your chronic
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are
limiting this FREE consultation to the first
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 ... NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes
to our voicemail, please leave a message
and we will get back to you asap.

ASPEN

MEDICAL PLLC

GIVING YOU HELP WHERE OTHERS HAVE FAILED

480-796-1136

4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119
Mesa, AZ 85206
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
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EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES
azads@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES
legals@iniusa.org
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560 four markets - 30 words

Your ad appears in four newspapers
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Independent
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will not knowingly
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advertisement that is

illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of

guaranteed income from

work-at-home programs -

if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
that it is.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-2916222
for previous complaints.

FOR ALL OF YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

CLLLL *B

ROC - 133603
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IF ELECTRIC RUNS TO IT,
WE CAN DO IT!

¢ Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

480-226-8850

Glass Repair

Call us today! (480)892-1556
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Glass Repair & Replacement
Window Replacement « Shower Doors

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service

= Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

FREE
ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
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ROC#347844

SHOP WITH
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Search our classifieds for all your
business & professional service
needs! Tell our advertisers
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Services:

= Tree Trimming

= Stump Grinding

= Tree Removal

= Wood Chipper

= Tractor Work Available
= Yard Maintenance

= Yard Clean ups

= Pavers
JOSE R CORTEZ [EREE]
LANDSCAPING

Poren 480-232-2095

Exterior/Interior
Drywall Repairs
Epoxy Floors

@i < if}

Owner Operated
Licensed-Bonded-Insured-ROC #330199

EREDIT I:MIDS AGGEPTE[I

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

480.924 .4444

FirstResponseRoofingAZ.com

ROC 337526



Pool & Spa

NEVER DRAIN YOUR
POOL!

MOBILE REVERSE
0SMOSIS
*Water conservation
*Lower calcium
hardness and CYA
*Pool equipment
longevity
Quotes/scheduling

GOT STUFF?

DOA GARAGE SALE
623-972-6101

Have
ajob
to fill?

Place your
ad in our
classifieds.

‘We have what
you need
online and
in print.

623-972-6101

)
M d
‘)))

Di\u.\'
INDEPENDENT
at YourValleynet

Downtown
¢ From page 8

5,200 square feet.

+ The Switchyard — Located
on about 8 acres of formerly town-
owned land, the first phase of The
Switchyard will include a mix of
restaurant, retail and office space to-
taling just under 48,000 square feet.
Phase two will include luxury multi-
family housing. The first phase is set
to open during third-quarter 2026.
Postino, Shake Shack and Snooze
have announced locations in phase
one. The Switchyard is at Ellsworth
Loop and Ocotillo roads.

+ Rusty Buckle Saloon — The
8,930-square-foot bar and restaurant
is in the permitting process and set to
open in mid-2026 at 21838 S. Ells-
worth Road.

+ Magma Plaza — The old Mag-
ma Engineering at 20955 E. Ocotillo
Road will be torn down to make room

Go

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Apache Junction - January 7,2026 - Central Arizona College
Surprise - January 27, 2026 - The Colonnade
Litchfield Park/Goodyear - Feb. 18, 2026 - Tuscany Falls Ballroom
Chandler - February 24, 2026 - Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria - March 26, 2026 - Westbrook Village
SunCity West - April 22, 2026 - SCW Foundation
Sun City - May 4, 2026 - Sundial Rec Center
Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade

o the Doos

NIOR EXPQ THEPREMIER SENIOR

HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?

EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

This longtime building at 21838 S. Ellsworth
Road in downtown Queen Creek will be trans-
formed into a new bar and restaurant called the
Rusty Buckle Saloon. (Town of Queen Creek)

for an 8,500-square-foot commercial
development. The project is still go-
ing through the permitting process.

“I know locals that were born and
raised here and so I’'m sure it’s a little
bittersweet sometimes to see some of
those old spots change, but we really
do appreciate it and we appreciate the
investment from these companies and
businesses that are willing to come
into Queen Creek and just make it a
beautiful and wonderful place to con-
tinue to raise our families and to live,”
Vice Mayor Leah Martineau said
during the August council meeting.

Projects also are under develop-
ment at 22036 S. Ellsworth Road
— the former Grand Canyon Title
building — and 22225 S. Ellsworth
Road.

“We’re not able to announce (the
projects) right now,” Lindley said,
adding the town is working with the
new property owners.

The Matheson

His need for more office space
provided Matheson with an opportu-
nity to contribute to the Downtown
Core’s transformation.

“We’re longtime Queen Creek res-
idents. I grew up here and we have a
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vested interest in the beautification of
downtown and making it look nice,”
Matheson said. “We have a partner
that we’re working with, and we de-
cided we wanted to do a nice project
here in downtown.”

In approving the site plan and re-
zoning, council members praised the
building’s design, which will blend
mid-century modern with the desert
landscape.

The project will provide pedestri-
an connectivity through sidewalks
along Ellsworth Loop and Ocotillo
roads. It will be adjacent to Ocotillo
Road with the main entrance on the
building’s south side facing its park-
ing lot.

The second floor will include an
outdoor deck on the north and south
sides, with the southwest corner deck
covered. The covered deck will also
provide shade to the area below on
the first floor.

Along with providing landscaping,
the developer will build three deco-
rative screen walls along Ellsworth
Loop Road that will have art patterns
depicting “fauna native to Queen
Creek,” a staff report stated.

“We want to do a really nice proj-
ect to just complement all the other
cool things that have gone in and will
go in,” Matheson said.

Matheson and his architects have
taken inspiration from the design for
The Switchyard.

“There have been so many chang-
es to the downtown and the town
council has a vision of what they
would like to see,” Matheson said.
“I think it was really good to be able
to work together with town staff and
town council to make something that
fits into their vision, as well as some-
thing that’s going to be just really nice
for the town.”

Please send your comments about this article to

AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as

long as they meert our Civility Guidelines. Janet
Perez can be reached at jperes@iniusa. org.
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COOLING HEATING PLUMBING

YOUR HOME COMFORT
SPECIALIST FOR ALL SEASONS

WINTER TUNE UP SPECIALS $ 49

\.
>1000 orr| FREE

Second Opinion on

NEW SYSTEM Major HVAC or Plumbing

ANY DRAIN
UNCLOC OR TANK INSTAI.I. ATIUN Repairs or Replacement
WATER HEATER Please mention this coupon when ytor:esrugrl?;sb?oflijitvtehjsq: g;?lfarr?? V;STI
FLUSH scheduling free estimate. Limited give you a FREE second opinion. Must
Time Only present this ad when scheduling.
Ask us about our ssoo OFF
FREE MAINTENANCE
for LIFE program for Any new whole-home
active military & water softener
> veterans. installation
g PLUS
,../vw Free Water
I N T E R EST SOTE.COH[.iItI(fJnS may lluality Test
PAY M E N Ts apply, mgel{[l;ﬁ&or more A $99 Value

for 6 Months on New Installations! G

Call for details. On approved credit. Must be installed by 1/31/2026.
4.9 Stars

BLOWOUT SPECIAL' on Google

UPTO E PLUMBING ROC 321722  HVACROC 349214
Free estimates Valleywide

25% OFF -
NEV?HVA?:S%TEMS L% (602) 517-0375

while inventory supplies last. .
www.westernstateshomeservices.com

’ '
DON'T MISS OUT! 24-HOUR SERVICE - MAINTENANCE INSTALLATION

Offer expires 1/31/2026
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