100 years

Chandler woman

still bowls; 16

CHANDLER

INDEPENDENT

Al help

Partners make
report-writing
app; 6

January 2026

Volume 4 Issue 6

Your Nonpartisan Community Newspaper - YourValley.net

District draft
plan could lead
to teacher layoffs

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Barb Mozdzen said she can’t re-
member having to discuss potential
Chandler Unified teacher layoffs.

That’s what the 17-year CUSD
Governing Board member and board
vice president said toward the end
of a Dec. 12 board planning meeting
presentation about the district possi-
bly needing to take reduction-in-force
action, or RIF, ahead of the 2026-27
school year.

“Even in 2009, when so many
things were happening with the econ-
omy, we always had a job for every-
one,” Mozdzen said.

The session followed 2026-27
budget planning and staffing presen-
tations that also had tough terms rare-
ly mentioned in regular CUSD board
business meetings.

District chief financial officer Lana
Berry’s presentation on the budget in-
cluded a “First Draft - Right-Sizing”
for Chandler’s 2026-27 maintenance
and override spending. M & O spend-
ing is Arizona school district’s main
operating fund, from which nearly all
staff salaries are paid.

® See Layoffs on page 12

Debates rage over use, where
centers should be built

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
handler City Council members who spoke during
c a December meeting regarding an artificial intelli-
gence data center plan explained their reasons for
voting it down.
But left open in their denial was the question of

where such data centers are supposed to be built, how
many resources should be allotted to such centers, and
how much strain do the facilities place on communities.

These are questions Chandler and other municipal-
ities will need to answer if that type of development is
going to continue across Arizona. And municipalities
putting Al data center development plans under strict
scrutiny are seeing it’s a new area with many questions
that might be difficult to answer.

Chandler Councilmember Jane Poston said council
was only provided a copy of a proposed development

® Sce Data Centers on page 32

Chandler native Julio Lopez speaks to the city council on Dec. 11 with a packed chamber behind him during a hearing on a proposed artificial intelli-
gence data center. The Chandler City Council’s 7-0 rejection of a development agreement and rezoning shed light on the need for more information
on the sustainability, practicality and need for such data centers, and where these centers, if built at all, should be placed. (Jason W. Brooks/Inde-

pendent Newsmedia)
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TRADE OR SELL US YOUR VEHICLE — WE MAKE IT EASY!

1150 N. 54th St, Chandler
480-735-0399 » FreewayChevy.com SCANFOR

0% APR for 36 months. Manthly payment is $27.78 for every $1,000 you finance. Example down payment: 9.7%. Must finance with GM Financial. Some customers SPECIAL
may not qualify. Not available with lease and some other offers. "Up to $11,000 Off select new 2025 Silverado 1500 Crew Cab models from dealer inventory OFFERS
{excludes Trail Boss). Not available with special financing, lease and some other offers. Restrictions apply. All offers, must take new ratail delivery by 2/2/26.




Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

New Patient Special

$9 9 Exam, X-Rays &
Regular Cleaning

New Patients Only.Not for periodontal cleaning.
Some restrictions may apply. Exp. 4/15/2026

Implant-Supported Dentures
Includes 2 implants, attachments & dentures

$5,999 Each

Cash price * Reg. $10,000
With this coupon. Some restrictions may apply.
Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.

FULL DENTURES

Starts at $ 7 9 9 Each

Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.
Some restrictions may apply

All On 4 Fixed Teeth
3,000 OFF

With All On Four Implant System
Call For A Free Consultation
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CREEK

OLIVE MILL

ARIZONA

QUEEN

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Espafol

Be alegend.

Insure your life.

With the right life insurance, you can
leave a legacy for your family. I'm
here to help. LET'S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or W)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

1708145

Bloomington, IL
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Council approves 107 homes on
former Bashas’ site

ON YOURVALLEY.NET

Chandler removes interim
tag for utilities director

Chandler City Manager John
Pombier has announced the ap-
pointment of Jeremy Abbott as the
city’s public works and utilities
director. Abbott, who joined the
city in 2022 as the public works
and utilities assistant director, had
been working as the acting director
since about the time John Knudson
retired in September. Read more at
tinyurl.com/6kvkx75r

Chandler state senator

honored by advocacy group

Stand for Children Arizona has
announced state Sen J.D. Mesnard
(R-Chandler) and Rep. Consuelo
Hernandez (D-Tucson) have been
named its 2025 Legislation Cham-
pions. Both state lawmakers were
selected because of their leadership
on several key issues — ninth-grade
“On-Track,” child care subsidies,
and a child tax credit — all items
that will help Arizona children,
according to a news release. Read
more at tinyurl.com/bduhktn8

City taking apps for disability
scholarship, awards

The Chandler Mayor’s Commit-
tee for People with Disabilities in-
vites the community to participate
in two meaningful opportunities:
the scholarship program and the
2026 Disability Awareness Awards.
The scholarship program invests
in Chandler residents who have a
disability and are pursuing their
educational or career goals. The
2026 Disability Awareness Awards
are now accepting nominations as
well. Read more at tinyurl.com/
bddwb6a5a

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Emotional testimony, complaints about de-
sign and potential added traffic and three lengthy
public discussions led up to the Chandler City
Council approving a large infill residential devel-
opment.

By approving its consent agenda at its Dec.
11 meeting, council greenlighted four items for
Havenwood Manor. That’s a plan for 107 sin-
gle-family homes on the former Bashas’ grocery
facility and corporate headquarters site; the com-
pany relocated to a more-modern facility in west
Chandler in 2023.

Council approved an area plan amendment,
rezoning, preliminary development plan and
preliminary plat for the 18.64-acre site, wedged
along Basha Road, south of Ocotillo Road and
next to the eastern third of Snedigar Park.

Opposition over traffic and to what a few resi-
dents felt was destroying the historic legacy of the
former Goodyear community and south Chan-
dler were the prevalent concerns voiced at a Nov.
19 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, at
a Dec. 8 Council study session and at Council’s
Dec. 11 regular meeting.

The buildings on the Bashas’ site will be torn
down. It wasn’t clear if the Bashas’ water tower

® Sece New Homes on page 9

tesy of city of Chandler)

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

A total of 107 homes are set to be built on the former Bashas’ grocery warehouse and
farm site on Basha Road, near Snedigar Park. Council approved the plan Dec. 11. (Cour-

Chandler has new city clerk in Ekblad

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Chandler City Council took an-
other step Jan. 8 in its effort to wrap up
what’s been a year of changes among
leadership positions.

Jennifer Ekblad will replace Dana
DeLong as city clerk when DeLong

retires in the months ahead. Ekblad of-
ficially started Monday, Jan. 12, in an
overlap on-the-job training role, though
she’s really been preparing to take on all
of DelLong’s duties since the moment
she arrived in Chandler almost three
years ago.

® See Ekblad on page 9

Jennifer Ekblad will replace Dana DeLong as city clerk when DeLong retires in the months ahead. Ekblad
officially moved from her deputy city clerk role of the past three years Jan. 12 after the Chandler City Council
approved Ekblad’s one-year, $190,000 contract as city clerk on its Jan. 8 consent agenda. (Courtesy of City

of Chandler)



YourValley.net | Chandler Independent | January 2026 5

Mckay's True Value Hardware
4939 W Ray Rd
Chandler, AZ 85226
480-686-8064

Screen Repair
Service

McKay's True Value® is the place for screen repair and
replacement! You’ll get expert service at a fair price on
repair or replacement of window, patio and door screens.
Refresh your old screens—and your home —with

help from your local True Value.

ENROLL NOW!
CUSD80.COM f © @CHANDLERUNIFIED
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Chandler, Tempe entrepreneurs have tech startup

Al-based app helps write
home inspection reports

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Mark Garcia said the potentials
for artificial intelligence have barely
been tapped into.

Garcia, a Chandler resident, and a
local business partner have started a
company that helps provide a specific
service using an Al-based app.

“Innovation spawns more innova-
tion, and overall, it creates more than
it destroys,” Garcia said about Al
“Technology will end up being used
in ways we can’t even imagine yet. It
will come out in amazing ways.”

Garcia, a San Francisco Bay-ar-
ea native, and Aryash Dubey have
started Binsr Inspect. “BINSR” is the
acronym for an Arizona inspection
form, the “Buyer’s Inspection Notice
and Seller’s Response.”

The service is a text-focused Al-
based software program that helps
home inspectors write reports and
other wordy documents more quick-
ly.

“Some inspectors can end up per-
forming about three inspections in a
day, leading to three or four hours of
typing to do that night,” Garcia said.
“Our app helps turn voice and video
into reports, 5,000 or 10,000 rows of
data at a time.”

Garcia first came to the state to at-
tend Arizona State University, where
he earned his bachelor’s in busi-
ness and communications. He then
worked for the cloud-based software
company Salesforce, saying he even-
tually wanted to be involved with
startup companies.

Garcia said he was the eighth em-
ployee of the commercial real estate
startup marketing and data platform
Buildout, eventually working as chief
revenue officer for three different

Mark Garcia, left, and Aryash Dubey are the founders of Binsr Inspect. The app is meant to make
home inspection reports easier to generate, with artificial intelligence assistance. (Courtesy of Binsr

Inspect)

startups.

Most recently, he was chief reve-
nue officer for Zendoor, a commer-
cial real estate marketplace backed
by Craft Ventures, working on both
supply and demand growth and mar-
keting until the company was sold.

Two years ago, he started his own
company.

“There are so many barriers to
home ownership, and we wanted to
help find some solutions,” Garcia
said. “We’ve found a way to solve one
— waiting on reports that could be
150 pages or longer, and other docu-
ments to be created.”

Garcia describes how the app saves
time be creating whole sentences or

paragraphs — all of which can be
proofed by the author but don’t need
to be initially hand-typed or copied
and pasted from a form.

He said some reports are not fill-
in-the-box, but are pages of text nar-
rative.

“There is real skill in building those
reports,” Garcia says, “and the Al can
be taught that level of skill.”

Garcia and Dubey, who lives in
Tempe, only have three employees
now, but are looking to hire more, es-
pecially engineers.

“There’s just so much to build,”
Garcia said.

Dubey’s posting on LinkedIn
about taking applications for engi-
neers is worded in a casual way that
shows how he and Garcia might be
able to reach multiple generations of
potential engineers.

Garcia said the number of tasks in
building an app and a business can be
overwhelming — especially since ev-
erything implemented has to function
properly.

“I can’t believe what we’ve built in
a year, but there’s still so, so much to
do,” he said. “Having the latest tech-
nology to help us build it, that helps,
but it’s a lot.”

Garcia said everyone with Binsr
Inspect works from home, as would
any upcoming engineer hires. He
eventually sees some kind of hybrid
space-sharing arrangement, such as
one in which Binsr uses an office one
or two days per week.

In the meantime, Garcia said, it’s
back to using tech to help create tech.

“There are water and electricity
challenges to overcome, no doubt,
though I'm a big fan of some new
ways to generate and move more
power,” Garcia said. “Once we see
the ways that Al can be both expand-
ed and sustainable, we’ll see that we
are really are only in the early innings
of seeing what Al can do.”
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BUSINESS MOVES

W. WARNER RD.

S. MCCLINTOCK DR.

S. PRIESTDR.

W.RAY RD.

00

S. KYRENE RD.
S. RURAL RD.

RD.

W. CHANDLER BLVD.

N.ALMA SCHOOL RD.

N.DOBSON

N. 56TH ST.

GILA RIVER
INDIAN RESERVATION

S.PRICE RD.

@ MAP NOTTO SCALE

W. PECOS RD.

0 202
W. GERMANN RD. ) 1 ;

W. QUEEN CREEK RD.

W. BOSTON ST.

N. ARIZONA AVE.

o

S. OREGON ST.
S. ARIZONA AVE.

W. CHICAGO ST.

o

S.VAL VISTA DR.

S. MCQUEEN ROD.
S. COOPER RD.
S. LINDSAY RD.

E. OCOTILLO RD.

° E. CHANDLER HEIGHTS RD.

S. GILBERT RD.

MAP NOTTO SCALE ®

Compiled by Jason Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

NOW OPEN

€ 1tlu USA is a vegetarian Indian
eatery that recently opened in south
Chandler, at 1890 W Germann Road,
No. 1, on the northeast corner of Dobson
and Germann roads, in the former La
Pen restaurant location. Irani chai, pani
puri (Indian vegetables) malai, naan and
paneer are all part of the menu. Find Itlu
on Instagram: @itluusa or email them at
itlusocial@gmail.com.

@ Aristocrat Coffee Roasters is open
at 201 S. Washington Street in down-
town Chandler, in the former “Civic
Market” building, next to QuartHaus
Pub, across from the City Hall south
parking garage. A presser and fresh beans
are used to make a wide variety of coffee
beverages. The hours are 7 a.m. to 3
p.m., seven days per week. Find the shop
on Instagram: @aristocratcoffee

ANNIVERSARY

€) Helluva Brewing in west Chan-
dler celebrated its 7-year anniversary in
mid-December. The brewery, located
at 3950 W Ray Road, No. 5, on the
northeast corner of McClintock and

Ray in a CVS-centered shopping center,
celebrated its anniversary with several
specials, including a pair of special bar-
rel-aged beers, and freshly baked treats.
The brewery serves both year-round and
seasonal beers and IPAs, along with full
brunch and regular menus that include
burgers, sandwiches and salads. Reach
the brewery online at helluvabrewing.
com or by calling 480-664-6488.

COMING SOON

© Brooker’s Founding Flavors Ice
Cream is set to open soon in the Chan-
dler Festival shopping center, anchored
by Ross, T] Maxx and Nordstrom
Rack. A sign on a door in the center,
located at 2560 W. Chandler Blvd.,

just east of Loop 101, announced the
opening, though there was no opening
date mentioned. The company’s website
mentions Utah and Texas locations. The
“drinking chocolate” menu includes one
item named after each of the original 13
colonies. The ice cream menu includes
many combinations; “Alexander Ham-
ilton’s Not Throwing Away My Scoop”
is chocolate ice cream with chunks of
New York cheesecake with both graham
and chocolate cookie crust chunks and

HELLUVA BREWING

BROOKER’S FOUNDI
ICE CRE/

a chocolate fudge swirl. Check brook-
ersicecream.com for updates on the
Chandler store opening.

6 Johnny Rockets, self-described as
an all-American burger chain founded in
the late 1980s, is set to open a Chan-
dler Fashion Center indoor location in
early 2026. Longtime franchise owner
Richard “Rip” Riva now owns, includ-
ing Chandler and the recently opened
Arizona Mills location in Tempe, all six
Johnny Rockets restaurants in the Valley.
The chain specializes in deluxe burgers,
though hot dogs, chicken strips, sand-
wiches, fries, tots, onion rings and shakes
are also part of the menu. The Chandler
Fashion Center at 3111 W. Chandler
Blvd., west Chandler, northwest of the

G FLAVORS

ARISTOCRAT COFFEE

JOHNNY ROCKETS

loops 101 / 202 interchange. To learn
more, visit johnnyrockets.com.

@ 16 Handles is coming soon to
Fulton Ranch Towne Center in Ocotillo,
southwest corner of Ocotillo Road and
Arizona Avenue, across from Hamilton
High School. It will be the first Arizona
store for the frozen yogurt chain, which
is currently in New Jersey, Massachu-
setts, Texas, South Carolina and Florida.
Their rotating 16 flavors included, as of
Dec. 23, Arriba coffee, birthday cake
and black matcha. There are dozens of
gluten-free, fat-free, reduced-fat, vegan
and artisan options. Party packages and
catering are available. Learn more at
16handles.com.



New Homes
¢ From page 4

will remain; the canal and palm trees
along Basha Road are protected histor-
ical items, according to staff reports.

One resident tearfully spoke of the
help Eddie Basha himself provided for
her family, as one of the many histori-
cal ties to the property and area.

“When my aunt, Kathy, passed
away as a young mom, Eddie catered
the funeral and refused to allow my
grandparents to pay him for that,” Mo-
nique Bogle Fullmer said at the Dec.
11 meeting. She listed other positive
characteristics of Eddie Basha and
ended with “$800,000 homes does not
honor Chandler’s agricultural, or the
Basha family, legacies.”

The design was discussed at the
Planning Commission meeting,
though one board member disagreed
with a resident’s impression the design
for the 107 homes was “uncreative.”

Echoes Unearthed
Closing March 29, 2026

Pricing and affordability of
$700,000-plus homes was brought up
as well. Planning Commission Chair
Rick Huemann said, yes, that’s be-
yond what most Chandler-area resi-
dents can afford, but developments are
being sold out quickly at those prices.

Traffic was discussed at all three
meetings. Chandler traffic engineer
Dana Alvidrez said Dec. 11 a traffic
“study” wasn’t done, but staff includ-
ed a “traffic statement” in the develop-
ment plan.

The statement uses the estimate of
114 additional vehicle trips daily along
Basha Road as its projection. Despite
being only one lane in each direction,
Basha Road is classified as a “collector
street,” the statement reads, that’s only
a 1.2% daily increase in traffic, so no
adjustments are needed.

“As this development goes in, and
people move in, we’ll keep an eye on
what that does to the surrounding traf-
fic network,” Alvidrez said.

-
-
v

—

Pony Up! :
Closing Spring 2026 )
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—
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Ekblad

¢ From page 4

Ekblad moved to Arizona in
March 2023 to become a deputy
city clerk in Chandler. When De-
Long announced to Council a cou-
ple of months ago that she’s retiring.
Ekblad’s name was soon mentioned
on executive-session agendas as an
interim replacement.

The Jan. 8 consent agenda, ap-
proved unanimously by council,
included approval of a one-year,
$190,000 contract for Ekblad as
city clerk. DelLong was set to make
about $199,000 in the second year
of a two-year contract that ends in
June; there are detailed provisions in
her contract for retirement.

Ekblad takes over a department
primarily known for overseeing
board meeting agendas, procedures
and council approvals, though city
elections are a main function of Ar-
izona clerk’s offices as well. There’s

Coming Soon!
Opening March 10, 20

also Chandler’s U.S. passport issu-
ing center and management of that
small staff, as well as coordinating
appointments for Chandler’s 29 vol-
unteer boards and commissions.

“The council is big on succession
planning,” Ekblad told Independent
Newsmedia after the Jan. 8 meet-
ing. “To Dana’s credit, I had the
opportunity to learn a lot in the past
three years.”

Ekblad is from the San Diego
area, with her nearly nine years
combined with the cities of Escon-
dido, where she eventually became
the assistant city clerk, and as city
clerk with Coronado for almost four
years. In Coronado, she performed
many of the functions DeLong
oversaw in Chandler in terms of
meetings and elections.

“It’s all about relationships,” she
said. “I see the clerk as a bridge
between the citizens and their gov-

® Sece Ekblad on page 26

Visit our website
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chandlermuseum.org

EXHIBITIONS ON VIEW

Free Admission
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm

26 Sunday 1-5pm

Andrew LeChuga
6 reviews

The work on our vehicle was great. Wes, Adam,
Chase and the crew do a great job. Great work
overall. An unexpected part was needed and Adam
came through for us. Thank you Highline Car Care.

WE STAND BEHIND THE EXPERTISE OF OUR

TRUSTED TECHS
$54.95

Castrol
Full Synthetic

2 weeks ago

Oil Change*
(up to 5 qgts oil & filter, European,

exotic, & diesel are additional.)
MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHECK IN.

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHE
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119.95

Four Wheel

Alignment
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CUSD board OKs $S42M school rebuild

Chandler Unified board member Claudia Mendoza
speaks during a Dec. 10 meeting. The board got
an update from the Chicago-based firm that’s
leading Chandler’s superintendent search, sup-
plying January dates for the various steps in the
vetting, interviewing and hiring process. (Jason
W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

District
superintendent
search, appointment
to wrap this month

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Chandler Unified now has a more
definitive timeline with how and
when it will finish the process of ap-
pointing its next superintendent.

John Bash is the lead associate with
Hazard, Young, Attea & Associates.
He and two other associates from
HYA met with the CUSD Govern-
ing Board virtually during a Dec. 10
meeting.

Among other updates, Bash and his
HYA associates ran through a calen-
dar of meetings and other events asso-
ciated with the end of the application
process, along with screening, vetting,
interviewing and the final hiring pro-
cess.

The board seemed to be in agree-
ment with the majority of the timeline
HYA presented, requesting a few mi-
nor adjustments.

Thursday, Jan. 29 is when HYA
proposed the board vote, at a special
morning meeting, on a contract for
the new superintendent, with plenty
happening before then.

Dr. Sylvia Ibarra, one of the as-
sociates, said as of Dec. 10, only six

® See Search on page 26

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

One of the campaign selling points
of proponents of the $271.5 million
Chandler Unified School District
bond this year was that passage
would allow CUSD to complete
some major remodels.

By approving a contract at its Dec.
10 regular meeting, the CUSD Gov-
erning Board green-lighted the main
construction phase of its largest and
most-visible upcoming remodel.

The board unanimously approved
a nearly $42 million contract with
CORE Construction for the rebuild
of Hartford Sylvia Encinas Elemen-
tary School.

Located in central Chandler, just
northwest of downtown, Hartford
was completed in 1957, making it
the district’s oldest in-use elementa-
ry school and one of the older active
campuses across the entire district.

Assistant  Superintendent Tom
Dunn explained, at the Dec. 10
meeting, where the funding will
come from and where the contract
approval fits into the timeline of “re-
imagining” Hartford.

“This includes $39,992,063 from

the 2025 bond and $1,997,798 in
Adjacent Ways funding,” Dunn said.
“Grace (Design Studios), formerly
Orcutt Winslow, engaged with stu-
dents, teachers, administrators and
community members over two years
ago about the design of the replace-
ment campus, taking their input and
designing a school for the communi-
ty.”
CUSD Board Vice President Barb
Mozdzen asked when the public will
be able to see some designs — typi-
cally available at this stage.

“We showed some drawings at the
(Sept. 3) joint CUSD / Chandler
City Council meeting, and I’ll have
some for you to see at this Friday’s
(Dec. 12 planning) meeting,” Dunn

Students put on a holiday presentation at Hartford Sylvia Encinas Elementary School in November. The
district will spend at least $42 million to rebuild the 1957 school, using mostly bond funds. (Courtesy

of Chandler USD)

said. “But a lot of the final colors of
things like tile, carpet, wall paint etc.
are still being finalized.”

Rebuilding is meant to boost
enrollment to a maximum of 750
pre-K-6 students and reduce repair,
maintenance and operating costs.
Parking and dropoff /pickup areas
are meant to be improved as well.

Hartford will be the second
CUSD elementary completely re-
built in recent years, having con-
verted nearby Galveston Elementary
from a high-maintenance, 1960s sin-
gle-story school to a more efficient
two-story facility.

The replacement school building
will be about 83,000 square feet,
Dunn said. Parts of the classroom
buildings will be two stories, like the
Galveston rebuild, with a single story
closest to the north edge of campus.

Dunn said district staff have been
talking regularly with city of Chan-
dler officials to help make the permit-

ting process go as smoothly as pos-
sible. He said CORE Construction
should be able to “start turning dirt”
by the end of February, with a goal of
students moving into the new build-
ings in July 2027.

Full completion of the demolition
of the old campus will then be done
in late 2027 and early 2028, he said,
with new play areas to be construct-
ed on the sites of the demolished
buildings.

The new construction will be done
mainly in the north athletic field area
of the campus, Dunn said. Among
the first tasks will be to both move
swing sets and other play equipment
to the south third of the campus and
expand the west parking lot.

Students will be able to remain
on campus throughout construction,
Dunn said, even though the Hartford
buildings are centered and aren’t
built on one end of the site, as with
Galveston.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND

Mesa, AZ — The most common method
your doctor will recommend to treat your
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with
prescription drugs that may temporarily
reduce your symptoms. These drugs
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica,
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure
drugs. These drugs may cause you to feel
uncomfortable and have a variety of

Chronic painand/or peripheral neuropathy
is a result of damage to the nerves often
causing weakness, pain, numbness,
tingling, and the most debilitating balance
problems. This damage is commonly
caused by a hands and feet which causes
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to
lack of nutrient flow.

periphe” d 7
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As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood
vessels that surround the nerves become
diseased they shrivel up which causes the
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue
to survive.When these nerves begin to“die”
they cause you to have balance problems,
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and
many additional symptoms. The main
problem is that your doctor has told you

CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

to just live with the problem or try the drugs
which you don't like taking because they
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now
a facility right here in Mesa that offers you
hope without taking those endless drugs

with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity
examination at the end of this article)
neuropathy three factors must be
determined.

1) What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves
3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow,
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you
back to health is our new $50,000.00
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic
unit to accurately determine the increase
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to
accurately determine the increase in small
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system
delivers energy to the affected area of your
body at varying wavelengths, including
both low-frequency and middle-frequency
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM)
signaling. During a treatment session, the
Sanexas system automatically changes to
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare
restrictions apply) Depending on your
coverage, your treatment could be little to
no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed to
allow the nerves to fully recover varies
from person to person and can only be
determined after a detailed neurological
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage
there is hope!

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain
and neuropathy severity examination
to determine the extent of the nerve
damage as a public service to you and/or
your family and friends. This neuropathy/
pain severity examination will consist of
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this
chronic pain and neuropathy severity
examination from now until February
28, 2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an
appointment to determine if your chronic
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are
limiting this FREE consultation to the first
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 ... NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes
to our voicemail, please leave a message
and we will get back to you asap.

ASPEN

MEDICAL PLLC

GIVING YOU HELP WHERE OTHERS HAVE FAILED

480-796-1136

4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119
Mesa, AZ 85206
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FROMTHE COVER

Layoffs

¢ From page 1

The first draft proposes the district
eliminate 79.15 teaching positions,
along with 28.8 classified positions
and four administrative positions.

District  Superintendent  Frank
Narducci told the board he believes
retirements and annual resigna-
tions will account for much of the
“right-sizing,” helping CUSD ad-
ministration only RIF-eliminate the
positions absolutely necessary to
make the 2026-27 budget balance.
“And even then, I think we would find
that many, many teachers will be able
to transfer and stay with us,” Narduc-
ci said.

Using position totals that aren’t
whole numbers is common in budget
discussions, as the district is simply
talking math and balancing the budget
at that stage. Also, not all teachers are
necessarily “1.0” full-time employees.

But what’s uncommon, at least for
CUSD, is to be discussing such a de-
gree of right-sizing at all. The district
grew nearly exponentially in enroll-
ment for decades leading up to 2018-
19, when slowing birth rates, city
buildout, private and charter school
proliferation, expensive housing and,
eventually, the COVID-19 pandemic
all contributed to CUSD’s enrollment
slowly decreasing and is likely to con-
tinue to shrink.

The loss is coming primarily from

This first draft of a Chandler Unified School District “right-sizing” document, presented at a Dec. 12
planning meeting, mentions the 79.15 proposed certified employee reduction for the 2026-27 school

year. (Courtesy of Chandler USD)

the pre-K-3 grades, with each incom-
ing kindergarten class smaller than the
prior one. That’s led to several ele-
mentary schools operating well below
capacity.

Among other efforts to retain or
boost enrollment the right-sizing will
affect total employment.

District Assistant Superintendent
Chris Rossini presented at the plan-
ning meeting mostly on the proce-
dural aspects of the RIF process. He
began by pointing out that attorneys
guide the process and that it’s import-
ant to distinguish a RIF action from
simply not funding positions.

“The board’s decision to not fund
some positions in a particular budget
year, that’s a one-year budget de-
cision,” Rossini said. “But RIF is a

board policy decision that’s voted on
publicly as its own item.”

Rossini explained that once the
board takes the action of permanent-
ly eliminating positions, affected em-
ployees must be notified immediately,
even though their jobs are safe for the
rest of the current school year.

Rossini also pointed out that:

+ Certificated (certified) employees
who are either probationary or con-
tinuing teachers have rights to a posi-
tion

+ The RIF decision doesn’t include
any type of appeal process.

+ There are 175 CUSD teachers
on “one-year contracts.” The district
hired 168 teachers last year.

+ The transfer process is involuntary
in that teachers or other staff whose

positions were RIF-eliminated can
look to work elsewhere in the district.

+ Any board elimination of an entire
grade level is considered a RIF action.

Board Chair Patti Serrano said both
the board and administrative team
should consider pushing out a public
message about what it’s considering in
its right-sizing process, including the
potential layoffs, in something like a
schoolwide announcement.

“Remember that we talked about
creating the headlines we want to
see,” Serrano said.

After the initial online publication
of this story, Chandler Unified issued
this statement:

“What is occurring is CUSD is
staffing to enrollment. Enrollment
decline is 3% but the proposed staft-
ing adjustment is 2.2%. By aligning
staffing and budgets to current enroll-
ment trends, we can continue to posi-
tion CUSD as the premier district of
choice, prioritize academic achieve-
ment and extracurricular excellence,
protect class size ratios, and redirect
new funding to competitive salaries
and benefits. This approach also hon-
ors the values of our community by
maintaining strong fiscal responsibili-
ty as good stewards of taxpayer dol-
lars.”

Go online to tinyurl.com/4rewdf3v
to read about the action the CUSD
board took on staffing Jan. 14.
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Broadway Stars
Laura Benanti &
Norm Lewis | 1/16 Kenny G | 11/14

Phat Cat Swinger:
A Not So Silent Night | 12/5
Featuring Amercian Idol favorite Blake Lewis!

Christmas with Morgan Freeman’s Symphonic The Texas Tenors: Let Freedom Sing | 11/22
the Celts | 12/8 Blues Experience | 1/8 The America’s Got Talent superstars return by popular demand!

David Foster & Festival
Patti LuPone | 2/16 Katharine McPhee | 3/28 Samara Joy | 4/9 Orchestra | 2/22 - 3/1

A4~2, Arizona Musicfest

Celebrating 35 Years
50+ CONCERTS ARE NOW ON SALE | 480.422.8449 | AZMUSICFEST.ORG
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide
an open forum for our readers. We
hope to stimulate debate, not to
dominate or control it. We reserve
the right to edit our opinions, and
we insist on civility. Please include
your name and phone number, so
we can contact you for clarification
or confirmation. We welcome your
photo. All opinions must be no more
than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion
writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two
opinions for publication during a
calendar month. T'wo submissions
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission
is the responsibility of the person
who submitted it.

Speak Up

‘We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

The value of Chandler
Unified’s career and
technical-ed programs

As educators for career and
technical education programs in the
Chandler Unified School District,
we have collectively spent decades
teaching agriscience, medical
professions, and other career-fo-
cused programs across district high
schools.

As Career and Technical Educa-
tion teachers in Chandler Unified
School District, we have spent
decades watching our students grow
into skilled employees, business
owners, healthcare professionals,
and community leaders.

Their success reflects what strong
CTE programs do best: provide real
skills, confidence, and opportuni-
ty. That’s why recent claims that
CUSD has misused CTE funding
are so damaging — they ignore the
reality of the well-run programs that
help our students grow.

Students stay in CTE because
our programs work. Over the past
five years, Basha’s Agriscience pro-
gram retained 79% of students from
the second to the third year.

At Chandler High School,
students run a four-acre sweet corn
farm and manage a broiler — au-
thentic business experiences not
possible in a traditional classroom.
Even modest cuts to CTE funding
would limit these choices.

That same value is also clear in
Medical Professions — a fast-grow-
ing, high-need field. Students learn
patient care, volunteer in clinical
settings, and earn CNA licenses.
Last year, students achieved a
100% pass rate, with many moving
directly into nursing or accelerated
medical programs.

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org,
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Some have even used their train-
ing to help save family members’
lives.

Satellite programs like these
ensure equitable access for stu-
dents who cannot leave their home
schools because of transportation,
jobs, athletics, special education
needs, or family responsibilities.
These programs allow students —
especially those with the fewest op-
tions — to receive full CTE training
without sacrificing stability.

CUSD follows state law. CTE
funds support teachers, equipment,
certifications, and 71 classrooms
across six high schools. There
has been no misuse of funding. A
responsible carry-forward balance
sustains high-cost programs and
replaces aging equipment.

The truth is straightforward:
these programs work. They prepare
students for high-demand careers,
strengthen Arizona’s workforce, and
change lives. We urge our commu-
nity to continue supporting these
programs that deliver every day.

A]J Argueta, Taylor Rutherford
and Sharon Metzger

Chandler Unified High School
teachers

The authors are Career & Technical
Education teachers in the Chandler
Unified School District and members
of the Chandler Education Associa-
Lion.

SPEAKUP

Here are some recent online
comments about Chandler Inde-
pendent items:

“ARIZONA LEGISLATOR
SEEKS TO NAME LOOP
202 AFTER CHARLIE
KIRK":

“I disagree wholeheartedly with
the scheme to name the Loop 202
after Charlie Kirk. We shouldn’t
be naming roads after people much
less after Kirk. If it’s named after
him, I will never drive on it again.”
— Julianne M. Bergstrom via
email

“This man was no hero. Usually,
people who are this pious are usual-
ly not who they claim to be. They
have unusual ideals and frankly, I
don’t want anything named after
people because you never know
what goes on behind closed doors
and what’s truly in their hearts
and it would be shameful to have
to remove their name later. That
tax money should be used on in-
frastructure not street signs!” —
Shelli Thompson via email

“I'm conservative. He is a bad
example. Do not name a freeway
after him. He only benefited him-
self. He was smug and arrogant
with little life experience. It’s why
he got shot; so arrogant, he went
out with no security when in weeks
before, kids were killed at a church.
I’d rather have the highway named
after the women who exposed Ep-
stein for what he did to them.”

— Asha Paris via story com-
ment
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Chandler ‘Road to Riches’ showcases rides, nonprofits

Corona “Mae” Howard, left, turned 100 years
old in November and is still living life with the
same energy and humor that carried her from
the farm fields of Colorado to her bowling
league in Chandler, according to a news re-
lease. (Courtesy of Dillon Media Consulting)

Chandler’s newest
centenarian still
a bowler

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Corona “Mae” Howard turned 100
yearsold in November and is still living
life with the same energy and humor
that carried her from the farm fields
of Colorado to her bowling league in
Chandler, according to a news release.

Born Nov. 8, 1925, in Greeley,
Colo., Howard grew up on a family
farm where she worked the fields with
six horses, canned everything from
peaches to pickles, and learned that
“sadness was not an option,” in her
words.

Her parents were German farmers
who immigrated to the U.S. through
Ellis Island, bringing with them a deep
work ethic that Mae carried through-
out her life.

At age 18, Howard answered her
country’s call as a true “Rosie the
Riveter,” working on B-17 and B-24
bombers in Cheyenne, Wyo. — oiling
engines, fixing rivets, and helping keep
planes flying strong during World War
II.

Howard later became one of the
only female cab drivers in Colorado in
the 1940s — so fearless, she said, that

® See Centenarian on page 38

New and classic cars, barking
dogs, car show tunes, tasty food and
holiday gifts were all available at the
Dec. 13 Road to Riches Santa event
in Chandler.

The city of Chandler and the Be
A Mushroom Foundation co-host-
ed the car show and holiday market
event at City Hall.

The free community event show-

Doug Powell Jr.’s 2017 Lamborghini
Huracan Spyder was one of the more
late-model vehicles on display Dec.
13 during the Road to Riches Santa
event at Chandler City Hall. (Jason W.
Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

Nelson Guzzo’s 2023 Chevy Corvette Stingray was
one of the more late-model vehicles on display
Dec. 13 during the Road to Riches Santa event
at Chandler City Hall. (Jason W. Brooks/Indepen-
dent Newsmedia)

cased classic and newer show vehi-
cles, holiday shopping for gifts and
trinkets, local food trucks, music
from a live deejay and booths to help
visitors learn about local nonprofit
organizations.

One of the nonprofit booths, for
PAWSS, or Pups and Warriors Side
by Side, had trained service dogs
standing by, looking forward to

demonstrating their skills.

Event proceeds benefit the Chan-
dler Public Housing Authority’s
Road to Riches financial literacy
program. That’s also one of the main
goals of the Be A Mushroom Foun-
dation, or BAM, which can be con-
tacted at info@beamushroom.com
for more information about its pro-
grams.

Connie Meeks’ 2020 Dodge Challenger was one of
the more late-model vehicles on display Dec. 13
during the Road to Riches Santa event at Chandler
City Hall. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsme-
dia)

Kevin Williams’ 1962 Chevy C1
Corvette was one of the older ve-
hicles on display Dec. 13 during
the Road to Riches Santa event
at Chandler City Hall. (Jason W.
Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

Forrest Ward’s 2025 Porsche 911
was one of the more late-model
vehicles on display Dec. 13 during
the Road to Riches Santa event
at Chandler City Hall. (Jason W.
Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

Emery Meeks’ 2025 Lucid Air was one of the more
late-model vehicles on display Dec. 13 during the
Road to Riches Santa event at Chandler City Hall.
(Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

Britt Swann’s 2021 Porsche Cayman 718 was
one of the more late-model vehicles on display
Dec. 13 during the Road to Riches Santa event
at Chandler City Hall. (Jason W. Brooks/Indepen-
dent Newsmedia)
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% Dignity Health.

A member of CommonSpirit

Start your weight loss

journey and take
control of your health.

Ready to embrace a healthier, more active you? Begin your weight loss
journey and put your life on a whole new path with Dignity Health Medical
Weight Loss and Bariatric Surgery. Our multidisciplinary approach is
designed to help you achieve and sustain long-term weight loss success.

Our compassionate team of expert surgeons, experienced nurses,
dedicated nutrition coaches, and vital behavioral and emotional support
specialists will guide you every step of the way. You deserve this
life-changing path — let us help you achieve lasting success.

%"’Lﬂ If you're ready to transform your life, visit
h@ dignityazweightloss.org or call (480) 757-0292.
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Orchestra’s Jan. 25 pops guest
artists are local

“System Overload” is the name of an electronic show, set
for Friday and Saturday, Feb. 27 and 28, at the Rawhide
Event Center, near I-10 and Wild Horse Pass Boulevard.
(Courtesy of Caren West PR)

‘Bass festival
experience’ show in
Chandler Feb. 27-28

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Relentless Beats, and its sub-brand, Af-
tershock, has announced its lineup for what
it calls a “new bass festival experience”
show in the Wild Horse Pass area in Chan-
dler.

“System Overload” is the name of an
electronic show, set for Friday and Satur-
day, Feb. 27 and 28, at the Rawhide Event
Center, near I-10 and Wild Horse Pass
Boulevard.

The lineup —according to a news release
— features a mix of big and burgeoning, un-
derground artists and fan-favorites, promis-
ing high intensity, the release states.

Artists scheduled to perform at the
two-day festival include Akeos, Badklaat,
Blvnkspvce bZb Sqishi, Bommer, Canab-
liss, Codd Dubz, Don Jamal, Eptic, HOL!,
Liquid Stranger, Mrstic, MADVKTM
(Mad Dubz b2b VKTM), Mile32, NG-
HTMRE, Richard Finger, Samplifire, Sis-
to b2b 7L, Slander, Sythyst b2b Hexxa,
Stoned to Death, Warload and Wooli.

Tickets for System Overload, including
general admission and VIP, are on sale now
at SystemOverloadFest.com for all ticket
options and extras.

More show information will become
available as the date approaches, the release
states. Visit relentlessbeats.com for infor-
mation on other shows.

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Chandler Symphony Or-
chestra has announced its guest
artists for its Jan. 25, 2026 pops
concert.

Fronting the orchestra this sea-
son will be Jordan and Kaitlynn
Bluth. They’re a Mesa couple who
will be singing the timeless songs of
Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett and
others.

The couple will perform again at
the Chandler Center for the Arts in
what the orchestra calls, in a news
release, a fortunate win.

Tickets start at $32 and can
be purchased by clicking here: ti-
nyurl.com/25yauvck

Donations are gratefully re-
ceived by CSO at its concerts, or
online anytime at chandlercenter.
org.

Jordan and Kaitlyn Bluth are a Mesa couple who will sing the songs of Frank Sinatra, Tony Ben-
nett and others. The couple will return to the Chandler Center for the Arts as the Chandler
Symphony Orchestra’s guest artists for its Jan. 25, 2026 pops concert. (Courtesy of Jordan and
Kaitlyn Bluth)

Donation checks can be mailed
to the Chandler Symphony Or-
chestra, P.O. Box 6475, Chandler,
AZ 85246. IRA funds available for
donations can be sent directly from

an account to CSO; email info@
chandlersymphony.com for de-
tails.

All donations are fully tax-de-
ductible.

Three-time Grammy Award winner Trisha
Yearwood comes to the Chandler Center
for the Arts March 6 as part of “The Mirror
Tour.” Tickets start at $74 and are on sale
now via Ticketmaster, through chandlercen-
ter.org or by calling 480-782-2680. (Russ
Harrington via Chandler Center for the Arts)

Yearwood, country star, to
perform at Center for Arts

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Three-time Grammy Award winner Trisha Yearwood comes to the
Chandler Center for the Arts on March 6 as part of “The Mirror Tour.”

Tickets start at $74 and are on sale now via Ticketmaster, through
chandlercenter.org or by calling 480-782-2680, according to a news re-
lease.

Yearwood’s The Mirror (Deluxe) is due for release Jan. 23. It’s an
expanded digital edition of her acclaimed album The Mirror, released
this past July, and features four new songs.

The Georgia native hit the road in late 2025 for a symphony tour to
promote her recently released Christmas album.

The 14-date Mirror Tour is about six weeks long, starting in Califor-
nia in early March and heading east, ending Pennsylvania in mid April.

“When we recorded The Mirror, I had such a hard time narrowing it

® See Yearwood on page 38
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*x 2025%

EAST VALLEY
FAVORITES

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

First time customers only. One time use with

WINTER SPECIAL

= *100 OFF

wineR Recurring Cleaning

($20 off first 5 visits) offer expires 2-28-26.

coupon. Offer expires 2-28-26.
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CELEBRATE CHINESE NEW YEAR-WITH-US!
THE YEAR OF THE HORSE

727 W Ray Rd B1,
Gilbert, AZ 85233
(480) 782-6889
DragonWok.biz

HAPPY HOUR
SPECIALS:

$4 Beer, *5 House Wine,
$6 Sm. Saki Bomber,
$#7 Cocktails,
$3 OFF Appetizers, |
4-7pm

N
'\ 10% OFF /|
: LUNCH :

' 15% OFF |

1 DINNER ORDER OF

$50 OR MORE 1|

1 Excludes Happy Hour Specials, Alcohol 1

I special Treat Dinner. Expires 2/28/26 1
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Arizona Crown

Center - THE

affordable dental
(rown experts.

We fix broken teeth
and replace missing
teeth with bridges,
caps and replace
crowns - all at one
low, affordable price!

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699:CROWN

ONE SIMPLE PRICE, NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional prices. We'll also
replace missing teeth with bridges and provide cosmetic crowns to create
the confident smile you deserve — all of this at affordable prices.

1INN d3d

FULL-TIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO ASSIST YOU IN GETTING
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE

*1f your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

CALL TODAY!

480-349-1140

azcrowncenter.com © 2490 West Ray Road, Unit 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

J
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Surprise - January 27,2026 - The Colonnade
Litchfield Park/Goodyear - February 18, 2026 - Tuscany Falls Ballroom
Chandler - February 24, 2026 - Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria - March 26, 2026 - Westbrook Village
Sun City West - April 22, 2026 - SCW Foundation
Sun City - May 4, 2026 - Sundial Rec Center
Fountain Hills - July 7,2026 - Fountain Hills Community Center
Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade
Sun City - September 23, 2026 - Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center
Mesa - November 13, 2026 - Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?

EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101
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applicants had completed part of the
online application process and six had
completed all of it, adding that HYA
expected that number to grow sig-
nificantly, especially over the holiday
break.

“As associates, we continue to
reach out to prospective candidates
and encourage them to apply for the
position,” Ibarra said.

Ibarra said HYA has already begun
screening, background checks and
vetting candidates who’ve applied.

The application portal will close
to applicants Friday, Jan. 2. Next,
vetting and screening continues, cul-
minating in a Jan. 13 reduction to
semifinalists and an online interview
workshop with the CUSD board.
Applicant information will be avail-
able online to board members Jan. 8.

“We need a little time for vetting
and background checks, as some ap-
plicants do tend to apply right at the
end of the time window,” Bash said.

A daylong set of closed sessions of
about six semifinalists will then take
place with the board Saturday, Jan.
24. Two hours are set aside at the

end of that day for deliberations, af-
ter which the board will publicly an-
nounce the names of as many as three
finalists.

Those finalists will then be pres-
ent in Chandler on Wednesday, Jan.
28. That’s when a full day and evening
of in-person candidate evaluation takes
place, starting with a presentation of the
district’s annual report, along with com-
munity forums and panels, a board inter-
view, school tours and a cabinet — ad-
ministrators — interview.

Bash said HYA recommends then
waiting a day to make a decision.

The firm confirmed with district staff
that there are no major CUSD board
or other events set for Jan. 28 or 29, so a
board executive session and meeting can
be scheduled the moring of Thursday,
Jan. 29 to determine which finalist to select
and announce.

Bash said if the board has a strong con-
sensus on a choice after the Jan. 28 activ-
ities and interviews, it’s possible the board
could decide that evening, canceling the
Jan. 29 executive session and meeting.

Bash clarified the difference between a
panel and a forum is that a panel is typical-
ly a cross-section of panelists asking ques-
tions, while a forum is typically more of a
“meet-and-greet” where all members of
the community ask the questions.

Ekblad

e From page 4

ernment. There are so many oppor-
tunities for citizens to participate in
government. And the clerk’s office is
a part of all of those.”

Ekblad, who has a master’s degree
in public administration from San Di-
ego State University, said she was fo-
cused on moving to Arizona for some
time before getting the Chandler job,
though she certainly misses coastal
Coronado and the San Diego shore-
lines and architecture.

“I didn’t appreciate it until I left,
because when you’re working there,
it’s a different experience,” she said.
“But I was focused on coming here

(to Arizona) for a while. I'd done a lot
to network with Arizona city clerks
and a state association.”

Ekblad said one thing Del.ong
emphasized is for a clerk to always be
“forward, future-thinking.”

“I’ve always been focused on exe-
cuting, so working with Dana has re-
ally developed that forward-thinking
part of me, I think,” she said.

Ekblad said Del.ong’s innovation
and constant problem-solving ap-
proach and focus have been helpful.

“Dana tends to have really big
ideas,” Ekblad said. “So that made
me a good fit for her department.
Now, I have the opportunity to take
on the big ideas.”
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City’s pavement improving, but
costs rising

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

When a city of Chandler depart-
ment is about to ask for even more
money than the millions it’s been
spending, it’s always welcome when
a presentation includes a mention of
what good the money has done so far.

The digital presentation that pub-
lic works leaders used in a Dec. 11
Chandler City Council work session
on pavement quality, not only ex-
plained the pavement quality index
system, or PQI, but also showed how
those numbers have improved in re-
cent years.

“$30 million in one-time General
Fund additions (FY 2023-26) has
moved the needle,” the presentation
states.

Public Works and Utilities Di-
rector Jeremy Abbott and pavement
presentation program manager Char-
lie Serna told the council about the
program and how after John Knudson
told council in 2023 that the city’s
PQI is dropping, more funding made
a difference.

The city’s been able to raise its PQI
to 65.8 for its 2,090 lane miles that are
Chandler’s responsibility. That com-
pares to 81.7 for Mesa’s 3,735 lane
miles and the 62 PQI Scottsdale has
maintained for its 2,902 lane miles.

“Every street in Chandler has its
own readings, post to post,” Serna
explained. “For example, McQueen
Road from Pecos Road to Chandler
Boulevard, there are actually four
different readings in between. That’s
how we label it in our matrix — in
street sections.”

PQI is a widely used scoring sys-
tem of measurement of the smooth-
ness of the roadway and any distress
in the pavement surface that assigns
ratings to sections of roadway on a
scale of 0 to 100, Abbot explained.

Serna said as the citv was still

Chandler Streets Division staff say they’'ve made
some progress in improving the overall pavement
quality of city streets, but inflation means it will
take more dollars in the years ahead to keep up
with the city’s 2,090 lane miles of paved streets.
(Courtesy of Arizona Department of Transporta-
tion)

building many streets of all types, es-
pecially in the south half of the city,
in the late 2010s, it’s easy for new
roadways to maintain a high PQI, but
the older-built north and west parts
of Chandler have aged.

Chandler had a three-year rolling
average PQI of 59 in 2016, peaked
at 69.5 in 2019 and dropped to 61.0
again by 2023 before steadily re-
bounding.

Abbott and Serna agreed it will
take even more investment from the
city for streets projects in the years
ahead.

Not only does inflation mean the
same amount of slurry or other pav-
ing material cost more than it did five
years ago, there are often Americans
with Disabilities Act requirements at-
tached to major projects.

There are mandated curb ramp
and sidewalk upgrades required on
every mill-and-overlay project, Ab-
bott explained.

“ADA improvements now con-
sume roughly one-third of the repav-
ing budget,” Abbott explained.
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€) Price Road, southbound from
the Loop 101 off-ramp north of
Loop 202 to West Continuum
Drive, along with northbound from
south of Germann Road to Loop
202, will be the site of major restric-
tions through Thursday, Jan. 22.
The estimated 62-day project is to
remove the sewer bypass chute from
a prior sewer re-lining operation and
for repaving.

@) Arizona Avenue, under and
on both the north and south sides
of Loop 202, will be the site of
major northbound and southbound
daytime and nighttime restrictions
through Thursday, Jan. 29. The es-
timated 25-day project is for punch
list repairs and for Arizona De-

way.

@) Arizona Avenue’s right south-
bound lane will be the site of major
restrictions near Queen Creek Road
through Friday, Jan. 30. The esti-
mated 82-day project is for paving.

@ Knox Road, from Alma School
Road to Arizona Avenue, will be
the site of weekend closures, either
eastbound or westbound, through
Thursday, Jan. 22. The estimated
53-day project is for boring, trench-
ing and pothole restoration.

@ Colt Court and Colt Road, be-
tween Villas Lane and Pennington
Drive, will be the site of weekend
closures of the U-shaped alley that
wraps behind the cul-de-sac homes
through Feb. 5. The estimated 16-

°
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day project is for bore trenching.

@ Queen Creek Road, between
Old Price and Dobson roads, will be
the site of both eastbound and west-
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bound weekend restrictions through
Saturday, Feb. 7. The estimated
62-day project is for sewer bypass
removal.
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Data Centers
¢ From page 1

agreement with developer Activeln-
frastructure about a week prior to the
anticipated council vote on approv-
ing the agreement and rezoning for a
large project. The proposed plan is for
a 420,000-square-foot artificial-intel-
ligence data center to be the center-
piece of a campus with five smaller
research-type buildings to be con-
structed over about a five-year span.

“There were still a lot of questions,
including how such a center was go-
ing to help us attract new employers
to that Price Road corridor,” Poston
said. “And we needed a better under-
standing of a data center versus an
Al data center, and we got conflict-
ing information each time. There just
wasn’t enough time to sort all that
out.”

The Chandler proposal, even
though it was on that Price Road cor-
ridor, drew criticism from residents
amid concerns it might bring noise
and water pollution. That’s aside
from concerns that massive electric-
ity and water use at a time when Al
data centers were meeting resistance
across the U.S.

David De La Torre, Chandler’s
acting planning administrator, said
even with a committee having helped
generate a new 10-year city gener-

This rendering shows what one of the main buildings might look like at an artificial intelligence data
center. A plan to build the data center was rejected by the Chandler City Council in December, prompt-
ing questions in the Valley about the ideal location, specifications and resource use for A.l. data center

plans going forward. (Courtesy of city of Chandler)

al plan, guidelines still won’t go into
great detail on data center restrictions
and limits.

“There are no proposed major
changes in the draft general plan re-
garding data centers,” De La Torre
said. “An economic growth policy
was added, reiterating what the zon-
ing code already requires — that data
centers are not permitted by right un-
less approved by city council through
rezoning.”

Chandler passed a 2022 ordinance
that addressed regulating data center

noise, but also specified the centers as
a primary use of a property, are only
permitted in planned-area develop-
ment zoning areas, as approved by
council. If created as an ancillary use,
data centers will have size limitations,
must indicate a purpose and be locat-
ed on-site.

The Chandler Council has since
approved a handful of plans for an ex-
isting data center expansion, but staff
reports stated the facility is switching
from water cooling to air cooling.

Since 2022, the proliferation of

Al funding and promotion and the
growing awareness of some challeng-
es of having data centers anywhere
have taken off. Data Center Watch,
a group funded by Al firm 10a Labs
that tracks local opposition to the
centers, reported in May 2025 that
$64 billion in data center develop-
ments in the U.S. had been blocked
or delayed in the previous 12 months.

Likewise, industry groups have
lobbied both the Biden and Trump
administrations for more ways to
greenlight growth in the Al sector.

A group called the Data Center
Coalition said part of its mission is to
“advocate for a highly skilled and di-
verse technology workforce, greater
access to clean energy, and compet-
itive business and tax policies to sup-
port the growth and success of this
essential business sector.”

On its website, DCC quotes Sec-
retary of Energy Chris Wright saying,
during his confirmation hearing, “I
am committed to growing our elec-
tricity grid and our energy produc-
tion and removing those barriers that
are standing in the way.”

A lobbying group for tech firms
hired former U.S. Sen. Kyrsten Sine-
ma last spring. The Arizona senator
came to both Chandler Planning and
Zoning Commission and council
meetings in October to threaten “fed-

® Seec Data Centers on page 34



YourValley.net | Chandler Independent | January 2026 33



34 January 2026 | Chandler Independent | YourValley.net

FROMTHE COVER

Data Centers
¢ From page 32

eral preemption” if the Activelnfra-
structure plan wasn’t approved. She
said winning the Al race against Chi-
na is imperative.

DCC echoed that sentiment in a
thank-you letter to the Trump Ad-
ministration in July for its pro-Al
stance.

“With the right approach to de-
ploying data center infrastructure, the
U.S. can win the Al race safely, se-
curely, and to the benefit of all Amer-
icans,” it wrote.

Water use

One element lost in some recent
proposal discussions was water use.
Simone Kjolsrud, Chandler’s water
resources manager, spent time at the
podium during the December hear-
ing detailing the amount of water the

Elizabeth Lee of Gilbert speaks during a Decem-
ber hearing on a proposed artificial intelligence
data center. The Chandler City Council’s 7-0 re-
jection of a development agreement and rezoning
plan shed light on the need for more information
on the sustainability, practicality and the need
for such data centers, along with where these
centers, if built at all, should be placed. (Jason
W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

proposed Price Road plant could use,
given the hardware the city would in-
volve in water delivery.

“In the case of Activelnfrastruc-

ture, they proposed a closed-loop,
air-cooled system, and the Tier 1
allocation was sufficient for their
needs,” Kjolsrud told Independent
Newsmedia. “Tier 1 allocation ... is
the threshold by which the regula-
tions distinguish an average water
user from a large water user. For de-
velopments requesting more water
than average, more than the Tier 1
allocation, the city would apply the
regulations for large water users and
discuss options available for a Tier 2
or Tier 3 high volume user. Tier 2 or
Tier 3 water requires city council ap-
proval.”

While switching from water cool-
ing to closed-loop air cooling appears
to be the main industry talking point
used to address water use, the general
public appears either unconvinced or
unfamiliar with that message. Near-
ly all of the 30-plus opponents who
spoke during Chandler’s December

hearing — coupled with hundreds of
submitted and online comments —
said something to the effect of “data
centers use too much water.”

Yegor Zenkov, a Chandler resident
who said he works in the industry,
said the closed-loop air-cooling con-
cept is mysterious and unproven.

“If no one actually needs this (A.IL.
technology), then why are we build-
ing this?” Zenkov asked. “The scope
of the misdirection makes my posi-
tion clear.”

More power to them

Salt River Project spokesperson
Jennifer Schuricht said the utility
relies on its customer to provide ac-
curate estimates about power load
requirements so it can properly size
equipment and infrastructure to fit
the customer’s needs and account for

® See Data Centers on page 36
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this power load in SRP’s load fore-
casts and plans.

Activelnfrastructure, according to
plans presented, entailed burying an
all-new high-megawatt line across
south Chandler, which recently en-
dured the headaches of its streets be-
ing torn up to bury a similar line for
Intel’s expansion.

Even with Activelnfrastructure
on the hook, in writing, for much
of the cost, the power delivery itself
was a detailed, multiyear process that
would take careful planning and co-
ordination.

“This year, SRP launched a new
large customer integration process
to better address customer requests
for major infrastructure and load,”
Schuricht said. “This process in-
cludes a transmission cluster load im-

pact study, which reviews multiple
large transmission-load projects to-
gether to determine what additional
infrastructure is needed to meet their
service needs.”

Once the initial cluster study is
completed, Schuricht said, SRP
provides financial estimates to these
potential large load customers about
their specific incremental infrastruc-
ture costs.

“That’s so that these costs are
borne by the large load customer, not
SRP’s other customers, including res-
idential and low-income customers,”
she said. “Participants must make
payments and satisfy other condi-
tions to continue in the process.”

As part of its 2025 pricing process,
Schuricht said, SRP’s board of direc-
tors modified the standard price plan
for large load substations customers
— known as its E-67 category — to
ensure capacity and energy costs are
not borne by other customers.

“Under the updated E-67 rate
plan, new accounts with at least 20
MW of forecasted load will be sub-
ject to minimum billing requirements
based on the greater of their actual
demand or 80% of their forecasted
load,” she said.

Faced with a massive cost of build-
ing infrastructure or facing high bills
for years to come, Schuricht said
some potential customers work with
SRP to find ways to limit electricity
use for their operations.

“SRP does offer options to large
load customers, including data cen-
ters, that can help them reduce their
projected load,” Schuricht said.

A plan that gets support
Chandler’s Development Services
staff told the Planning and Zoning
Commission, in writing, it was rec-
ommending disapproval of Activeln-
frastructure’s plans. As an alterna-
tive, staff put together a long list of

detailed stipulations, and insisted the
developer negotiate a development
agreement with the city.

That development plan include
guarantees of certain quantities of
on-site, high-paying jobs by specific
dates. But Chandler councilors —
particular Matt Orlando — seemed
doubtful Activelnfrastructure could
find investors willing to wait years
into massive electrical infrastructure
buildup and campus construction be-
fore making any products to sell.

De La Torre said while the busi-
ness sense of a project is largely for
council to consider, location and fit
are staff’s responsibility.

“Both location fit and potential
resources used are taken into equal
consideration when reviewing a pro-
posed development,” De La Torre
stated. “One does not weigh more
heavily than the other because both
factors need to comply with city ad-
opted policies.”
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City Hall
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Seton Catholic Prep Principal
Victor Serna and Athletic Direc-
tor Jim Shewbridge have made a
joint announcement about their
choice as the next Sentinels foot-
ball coach.

Matt Hanshaw joins Seton
Catholic with more than a decade
of coaching experience, including
what a news release states was a
successful eight years at 6A Pin-
nacle in north Phoenix.

During his time with the Pio-
neers, Hanshaw served as varsity
offensive coordinator, assistant
head coach and running backs
coach.

During his time with the Pio-
neers, Hanshaw served as varsity
offensive coordinator, assistant
head coach and running backs
coach. The wvarsity had four
post-season appearances that in-

cluded a 6A runner-up finish in
2022.

Prior to that, Hanshaw was
head junior varsity and freshman
coach and offensive coordinator.
The Pinnacle JV had two unde-
feated seasons.

Hanshaw is a credentialed ed-
ucator who attended Methodist
University in North Carolina,
completing his post-baccalaure-
ate studies and credentialing at
East Carolina University, the re-
lease states.

“I am excited to welcome
Coach Hanshaw and his staff in
support of our mission and stu-
dent-athletes,” Serna stated in
the news release. “His philoso-
phy, vision and values align well
with Seton’s, and I am confident
in his ability to lead our football
program.”

Shewbridge said working with

YourValley.net | Chandler Independent | January 2026 37

Pinnacle assistant to lead Chandler’s Seton Catholic football

6A players headed for a nation-
al stage is the kind of experience
that will benefit the Sentinels.

“Matt brings a wealth of
knowledge and experience from
working with some of the top
athletes in the state at Pinnacle,”
Shewbridge said. “He brings a lot
of energy and enthusiasm to our
football program and is looking
forward to working with the Se-
ton Catholic community.”

Hanshaw comes over from a
Pinnacle program that produced
current NFL quarterback Spen-
cer Rattler and many successful
FBS college players.

The Sentinels went 4-7 in 2025
and were 1-4 in the 3A Metro Re-
gion under coach Pete Wahlheim,
bowing out of the 3A playoffs in
the first round. They went 8-3 in
2024.

x StepUpStopCancer.org

Seton Catholic Prep in Chandler has hired Pinnacle assistant
Matt Hanshaw to be its next head football coach. (Courtesy of
Pinnacle High School)
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even being kidnapped at gunpoint
on the job didn’t stop her. She
calmly reasoned with her abduc-
tors until they let her go unharmed,
a story she tells with a smile to this
day.

Howard spent three decades
working for the federal govern-
ment, from commissary checker to
clothing sales, before retiring and
following her husband to Arizona,
where she’s lived ever since.

Today, Howard is best known
not only for her incredible life sto-
ry, but also for her continued pas-
sion for bowling — a hobby that
has taken her to every U.S. state
tournament except Delaware and
Maryland.

Howard still bowls weekly with
her league at Bolero Bowling Alley
in Chandler, where she’s known

Corona “Mae” Howard, left, turned 100 years old in November. (Courtesy of Dillon Media

Consulting)
for her competitive spirit and
quick wit.

When asked about the secret
to a long and happy life, Howard’s
advice was simple.

“Be nice to people, stay active,
eat one good meal a day, and drink
water. Maybe a little wine too,”

she said.

Howard’s curiosity and opti-
mism remain unshakable. A ded-
icated coin collector, she owns
a rare 1909 S-VDB penny and
eagerly awaits being able to add
Puerto Rico to her 50-state quar-
ter collection.

Yearwood
e From page 18

down,” Yearwood stated in the news release. “I'd
co-written so many songs for this project, and I just
didn’t want any of them to get lost. This whole
writing portal opened for me, and these songs were
too important to leave behind. The deluxe really
feels like an extension of the album, every track
could have lived on the original record because
they’re all part of the same story.”

Yearwood stated the tour is really about bring-
ing these songs to life in the way they were written,
with just a guitar and a story.

“It’s intimate and stripped down, which is how
I love to share music,” she stated. “I can’t wait for
folks to hear The Mirror in this setting, alongside
the songs that have been part of my career all along.
It’s going to be a fun way to share this chapter.”

Yearwood has sold more than 15 million albums
sold and has had multiple No. 1 hits. She co-wrote
every song on The Mirror — her sixteenth studio
album.

The Chandler Center for the Arts is located at
250 N. Arizona Avenue, just north of Chandler
Boulevard and downtown.
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ears in the newspaper
oice plus online

$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

$60 four markets - 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers
of choice plus online
$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

of ¢

01

I A

Your ad apﬁ

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$15% per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at 545

for one column by three-inch advertisement
“15° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

NOTICE
Independent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,
such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
thatitis.
If you have questions or

Valley
Newspapers is
Hiring!

Full time delivery
driver for busy
print shop. 26-foot
box truck with lift
gate. Must have
clean driving
record and pass
physical.
Competitive wages
with benefits.
Contact Mike
Jacobs at

m'!acobs@iniusa.org

doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-291-6222
for prevmus complaints.

In the Classifieds!
623-972-6101

Call
Today
and
Get
Results

To Advertise
CALL
623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

Emergency Priority Service
Free Estimates on NEW Units
$89 Service Fee

(waived with repair)
Senior Discounts on Repairs
We Offer Fi i

Winter/Summer

Includes Condenser Coil ueanmg

$149.95

CAIL TOIRAYE

602-898-H0me (4663)
]

Glass Repair

Licensed / Bonded / Insured / ROC 354145
www.servicelsthvac.com

Call us today! (480)892-1556
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Glass Repair & Replacement
Window Replacement « Shower Doors

FOR READING
OUR PAPER!

Please visit us at the Daily Independent
at YourValley.net for 24/7 nonpartisan news.

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service

= Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472

LICENSED
BONDED - INSURED
ROC#347844

To Advertise Call

623-972-6101

YourValley.net

—~——g—

623972:6101 iniusa.org/classifieds

Independent Newsmedia

Vour Ad Goes Here! Toavertisecall 623-972-6101

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

480.924.4444

FirstResponseRoofingAZ.com

ROC 337526

*2022%

JONNER,

D ANGLER
ROOFING

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE

No job too big or small
Senior discounts available
ROC #305771
Licensed Bonded Insured

480-518-3246

4

602-705-5209

YORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repairs - Roof Replacements - Flat Roofs Coatings « Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles

Z  John York - Owner/Operator

Senior & Military
Discounts

7\

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993




40 January 2026 | Chandler Independent | YourValley.net

VINYL PLANK - TILE - LAMINATE - SHOWERS - WOOD

NEED F1LOORING?

Showers
Counter Tops
Back Splashes

Financing
& Discounts
Available

LVP, Tile
Laminate

Resea I'Ch No B.S.”Free
Our Installation” or
Reviews “Room Sales”

ZONA
FLOORS

In Home
Estimates
(or Business)

480-939-0208

zonafloors.com

ROC #336899 & 349964
We will bring major manufacturers samples to your home or we will provide “installation
only”estimates if you purchase your own flooring materials!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured




	CH20260115_01
	CH20260115_02
	CH20260115_03
	CH20260115_04
	CH20260115_05
	CH20260115_06
	CH20260115_07
	CH20260115_08
	CH20260115_09
	CH20260115_10
	CH20260115_11
	CH20260115_12
	CH20260115_13
	CH20260115_14
	CH20260115_15
	CH20260115_16
	CH20260115_17
	CH20260115_18
	CH20260115_19
	CH20260115_20
	CH20260115_21
	CH20260115_22
	CH20260115_23
	CH20260115_24
	CH20260115_25
	CH20260115_26
	CH20260115_27
	CH20260115_28
	CH20260115_29
	CH20260115_30
	CH20260115_31
	CH20260115_32
	CH20260115_33
	CH20260115_34
	CH20260115_35
	CH20260115_36
	CH20260115_37
	CH20260115_38
	CH20260115_39
	CH20260115_40

