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for change

in 2026
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to watch

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

LOCAL BUSINESS

Glendale is preparing for a year
of change in 2026 with a renovat-
ed City Hall slated to open, a city
manager taking office this month, a
recent hire as the Glendale Cham-
ber of Commerce CEO and three
city council seats up for grabs in
the August elections, with at least
one new council member guaran-
teed.

Here are five things to look for-
ward to in 2026:

Downtown gets new
centerpiece with modern
City Hall

Dubbed the Downtown Cam-
pus Reinvestment Project by

offices, at 10550 W. Mariposa St., Suite 1, Phoenix. Yentzer started in the role in November 2025. (Inde-
® See Change on page 10

pendent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Glendale Chamber CEO jumps in
for crucial new era of development

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale Chamber of Commerce
CEO Zach Yentzer saw how pivotal
the rest of this decade would be in
setting up the next half century.

He wanted in.

After planting roots in Tucson for
more than a decade and serving as
vice president of business advocacy
with the Chamber of Southern Ar-
izona, Yentzer sought the challenge
in Glendale. The chamber hired
Yentzer in October 2025, and he
started in the role in November.

“I believe that in the next two to
five years what we do here will shape
the next 25,” Yentzer said. “And the
chamber has to be a part of shaping
and shepherding that. We can’t be
divorced from that. We have to be a
part of driving it forward as a cham-
pion for this community.”

Part of that — Yentzer and the
chamber board believe — is a more
cordial relationship with the city.

The partnership with city staff and

Glendale Chamber of Commerce CEO Zach Yentzer smiles Jan. 20 outside the entrance to the chamber Glendale’s Economic Development

® See Chamber on page 11
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Holiday season car crashes
decline in Glendale
from prior year

According to data from the Ar-
izona Governor’s Office of High-
way Safety pulled by the Glendale
Police Department, the city had
significantly fewer vehicle-related
accidents this holiday season than
the same period a year ago.

For this story, the holiday season
is defined as Dec. 19, 2025 to Jan.
4, 2026, with the prior year statis-
tics from Dec. 19, 2024 to Jan. 4,
2025.

The holiday period just past
saw 203 total crashes in Glendale,
compared to 263 in the same span a
year ago

Read online:
https://tinyurl.com/yaz2a6e5

Companies moved into
nearly 1.5M square feet
in industrial corridor

The openings of La-Z Boy
Incorporated and Broadrange Lo-
gistics capped off a prolific 2025 for
the industrial district at Glendale’s
west end at the Loop 303 corridor.

According to the city of Glen-
dale’s figures, five businesses moved
logistics or distribution centers
in the area, occupying a total of
1,461,964 square feet.

https://tinyurl.com/67yp9tu7

Council picks Malnar
as vice mayor

Glendale Councilmember
Raymond “Ray” Malnar was
unanimously appointed by the
Glendale City Council to serve
as Vice Mayor during its Jan. 13
meeting.

He is the council member for
the Sahuaro District, the city’s
second northernmost.

https://tinyurl.com/44p8hkwd

Councilmembers Baldenegro,
Tolmachoff announce intent to run

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Two of the three Glendale City
Council members with terms ending
this December are seeking to remain in
their seat in the Aug. 4 primary elec-
tion.

In the case of Ocotillo District
Councilmember Leandro Baldenegro,
he is not technically seeking re-elec-
tion. Baldenegro was appointed by the
council in April 2024.

Lauren Tolmachoff, first elected
as the Cholla District representative,
decided to seek a fourth term and an-
nounced her candidacy in early Janu-

ary.
“I think you need some voices on the
council who are experienced. We've got
people who are just going through their
second budget cycle. It’s a big learning
curve to understand how all of that works,”
Tolmachoft said. “I just felt like it was not
a good time for me to step away. With a
new city manager, even though he’s expe-
rienced he doesn’t know Glendale.”

Lupe Conchas and Dianna Guzman
won primary elections in August 2024 and
debuted on the council that December.

The Cholla District is the northernmost
in the city, and every Glendale address
north of Union Hills Road is in the district,
which also jogs south to Bell Road from
51st to 59th avenues and from 79th to 83rd
avenues.

Right of way beautification is one of her
goals in the next four years. Current medi-
an improvements along Union Hills Road
almost serve as a pilot program.

Sustainability of the lake system in
Arrowhead Lakes is her top priority.

“We haven’t quite got there yet.
It’s a work in progress,” Tolmachoff
said. “The HOAs and the country

Leandro Baldenegro (City of Glendale)

club own lakes but the water system
is part of the city’s treatment system.
It’s efHuent water. The system is old,”
Tolmachoff said. “It’s been a couple of
years and we’re not done yet. We're
working on a sustainability program,
where we can partner with Arrow-
head Amenities, with the HOAs and
with the city to make sure we have a
sustainable system.”

Tolmachoff said she hopes to serve as a
conduit to things that happened in the past
10 years in the city.

She also wants to ensure Glendale’s
characteristic fiscal restraint is maintained
even in tough economic times.

Tolmachoff was a driving force on the
city’s policy to not increase secondary
property taxes for bonds.

As of now, she does not have an op-
ponent in August. Glendale City Clerk
Julie Bower stated in an email that five
people have filed statements of interest
and formed candidate committees for the
election.

In addition to Tolmachoff, Baldene-
gro and Rory Goree intend to run in the
Ocotillo District. Political newcomers Lisa

Lauren Tolmachoff (City of Glendale)

Baker and Michael Calles are the candi-
dates in the Barrel District, where current
councilman Bart Turner decided not to
run.

These candidates filed annual and
fourth quarter 2025 campaign finance re-
ports Jan. 15. Excerpts from these reports
include:

+ Baker: Her first report of the cam-
paign shows receipts of $2,956 and a dis-
bursement of $512.75. The local Realtor
contributed $800 to her fund, Turner and
former councilmember Yvonne Knack
each gave $500.

+ Calles: Calles received $6,842,41 total
and $4,068,74. Arthur Sandoval donated
$1,041.98. Calles contributed $5,000 to
his campaign.

+ Baldenegro submitted his statement of
organization on Jan. 13.

+Goree: Listed total receipts of
$41,332.30 and  disbursements  of
$37,996.67. Goree has relied on small dona-
tions over time, However, Sun City resident
Richard Van Gelisti gave $1,500 in Octo-
ber. Bitzee Mama’s owner Lourdes Rodri-
guez has given a total of $400, in four install-
ments. Baker has contributed $80 total.
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Council star

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Glendale City Council does not
have a consensus on how to go about a
bond election in 2026, but they do agree
that the process needs to pick up speed.

During its Jan. 13 workshop, the
council agreed to have councilmembers
Dianna Guzman, Ray Malnar and Lau-
ren Tolmachoff meet with staff and put
together a plan and present to council in
two weeks.

The bond committee meeting for the
two 2025 bond initiatives still meet Jan
21. That meeting and the council staff
discussions included conversations on
forming two subcommittees, one each
for likely bond items about libraries and
parks.

“The committee may decide that
2026 is not the best year to do a bond,”
Malnar said.

“We would still have a chance to dis-
cuss that and vote on it.”

Councilmember Bart Turner said he
would like to see a larger bond com-
mittee this time around. Malnar said he
would prefer subcommittees for each
bond item.

Tolmachoff suggested using some
members if the library advisory board
and parks commissions could act as sub-
committees or form the bulk of those
committees.

Assistant City Manager Vicki Rios
said the boards could do joint meetings
instead of adding subcommittees.

“I do have a concern that it will con-
sume time,” Mayor Jerry Weiers said.

No other councilmember backed
Lupe Conchas’ suggestion to do away
with a bond committee and reach out for
more direct citizen engagement. He said
this process will add a lot of time for city
staff while not giving them direction.

Much of the debate resulted from the
$35 million bond proposal for the city’s
operations campus failing by a mere 12

Glendale Parks and Recreation Director John Kennedy stands in the grass at Dos Lagos Park in northern Glendale in March 2025. The city decided to hold

back on seeking a bond election for parks projects, including a small one at Dos Lagos. Glendale is considering a parks projects bond in 2026. (Indepen-

dent Newsmedia/Nash Jensen)

votes in November, with 12,652 against
(50.02%) and 12,640 (49.98%) for.

Weiers said blame for half of the 2025
bond’s failure cannot only be laid at
the feet of the bond committee. As he
pointed out, if each council member per-
suaded two more votes in their district
to change their vote or come to the polls
instead of sitting out, the bond passes.

“The council has to be more en-
gaged,” Weiers said. “We all have to
take some responsibility for that.”

Bond question 1 passed comfortably
last year. It dealt with flood control and
water retention and is for $30 million.

Surveys taken last year suggested
Glendale voters would pass both bond
questions but were lukewarm about
bonds on library and park projects.

“The survey also made some assump-
tions that people would understand the
bond,” Malnar said. “I'm not sure we
had the proper education. We had some
education, but as we saw it was lacklus-
ter compared to what some other cities
have done.”

If Glendale seeks a bond this year,
Rios said, surveys will be done in late
February and early March.

The city must notify Maricopa

County by May 7 if it wants to have a
bond election this November, so April
22 is the last regular meeting before that.

Rios said Glendale needs to adopt the
ballot language by June 8. Arguments
for and against the bond printed on the
ballot are due Aug. 5.

“If you form additional formal sub-
committees, it will take longer and we
run the risk, again, that we get into the
situation where we form these subcom-
mittees but they don’t really have the
opportunity to do anything because
we’re too close to these deadlines,” Rios
said.
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BUSINESS MOVES

NOW OPEN

@ Vallarta Supermarket, a Lati-
no-owned grocery chain known for
fresh foods and in-store experience,
opened its first Arizona location in
Glendale Jan. 14. The store, at 5836 W.
Camelback Road, will bring Vallarta’s
fresh produce, an in-house carniceria,
freshly made tortillas, a panaderia and
prepared foods inspired by traditional
Mexican cuisine.

©Influence Studios, a production
and digital marketing company, is now
a full-service creative agency head-
quartered at 7018 N. 57th Ave., in
Downtown Glendale. The agency de-
livers video production, creative rentals,
and marketing, offering a full-service
creative stack that spans video produc-
tion, studio and equipment rentals, and
digital marketing with brand strategy.
© Pencco, Inc., a family-owned man-
ufacturer of water and wastewater
treatment chemicals, recently opened
its Arizona manufacturing operation in
Glendale. Pencco’s facility is at 5090
W. Camelback Road. It will manufac-
ture specialty chemicals used by munic-
ipal, mining, and industrial customers
to treat drinking water and wastewater.
OThe reimagined La Perla Sports
Club, which shares a name with a
legendary downtown restaurant, had
its ribbon cutting ceremony Dec. 5
at 5723 W. Glendale Ave. It is now a
sports bar by day and a dance club by
night.

OPENING SOON

©Boba Cucue announced plans to
open early this year in Glendale, at a
storefront at 5930 W. Greenway Road,
Suite No. 19.

GROUNDBREAKING

© On Dec. 4, International Furniture
Direct broke ground on its new, near-
100,000-square-foot facility at 73rd

303

PY PIRYYMIN

Luke Air Force Base

and Northern avenues. It will serve as
the company’s international headquar-
ters and distribution center.

ANNOUNCEMENT

@©Red Hawk Development recently
played host to a pre-construction sales
event near Glendale Municipal Air-
port. Charles Eckert, founder and prin-
cipal of the Phoenix-based business,
stated in an email that vertical con-
struction should start in June on Red
Hawk Industrial Park-Glendale at
7922 N. Glen Harbor Blvd. The proj-
ect will feature Class A construction
and amenities on condos ranging from
966 to 3,000 square feet.
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_susivess |
Meet Your Busmess Loved Before Ready ForMore

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Diane McMillion retired from
work in the dental field in August
2024 after 45 years.

With the support of her hus-
band, Gary, McMillion looked into
opening a resale clothing store for
children. Loved Before Ready For
More had a soft opening just west of
67th Avenue and Greenway Road
in Glendale early in the summer of
2025 and was open by August.

“I wanted to create a space where
families could buy and sell gen-
tly used children clothing and feel
good about it financially and for the
environment,” McMillion said.

It helps fill a void in the area
that grew with the closing of Other
Mothers at 2734 W. Bell Road in

Phoenix. Owner Diane McM|II|on opened the children’s resale clothing store Loved Before Ready For More in Glendale in 2025 The store also offers childrens’ ac-
® See Loved on page 9  cessories and toys. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)
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The Glendale Independent
caught up with the McMillion for a
question and answer session:

Name: Diane McMillion

Business: Loved Before Ready
For More, 15410 N. 67th Ave.,
Suite 1, Glendale

What type of store is it? Chil-
dren’s resale clothing store as well
as toys and all children accessories.

What made you choose this
line of work and why is it im-
portant or interesting to you? I
am always touched when children
can dress nice. They always have a
more outgoing personality and feel
more confident in themselves. In a
world where kids outgrown their
clothes it seems overnight, our store
offers a smarter and sustainable way
to cloth their children.

What separates you from your
competition? Our store carefully
selects gently used clothing. And
the thing that makes our store dif-
ferent is we take every piece that we
take in and launder it and sterilize

it before it goes on the rack with
eco-friendly detergents.

How important was it to offer
more than just clothes, and to in-
clude car seats, strollers, toys and
other items any parent of a young
child will need? It helps parents
save money, reduce waste, and keep
high quality children’s clothing in
circulation — all while building a
strong sense of community.

What advice would you give to
someone contemplating starting
their own business? It’s always
hard to start new things. Starting a
new business always has its ups and
downs. But the reward is worth it.

What has been the most re-
warding aspect of providing an
affordable service for families?
As we are building the community,
we continue to hear that our store
is a little different in that way. It
has been mentioned that there is
not a place in that area that meets
this need. Everyone is excited that
we have joined in the community.
Our statement piece is every child
deserves to dress nice without the
high price.

ol EDBEFER BTG Y FERTIOE
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The chlldren S resole clothmg store Loved Before Ready For More opened on Greenway Road in Glendale in
August 2025. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)
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Change

® Lrom page 1

Glendale staff, the renovations to
City Hall began in August 2022 with
concepts and designs. Work on the
$94 million project to transform City
Hall and the immediate area around
it began in late 2023.

As this year began, Glendale said
the City Hall remains on track for a
spring 2026 ribbon cutting.

“Most of the work now is at ground
level, outside of the south fagcade,” City
Architect Eddie Garcia said during a
presentation at the Dec. 9, 2025, coun-
cil workshop. “Where the back of the
link for the bridge is, there’s a two-sto-
ry space and that’s being glazed as we
speak. That’s the last of the curtain
wall that’s being installed on the north
facade. We’ll be moving in to the end
of the calendar year with all of those
things completed.”

Changing face of council resumes
with August election

Glendale had a largely static city
council for a decade before three new
members joined in 2024 — Leandro
Baldenegro, Lupe Conchas and Di-
anna Guzman. That unit has been
stable since then and should stay the
same until the end of 2026.

One change is for certain. In No-
vember, longtime Barrel District
Councilmember Bart Turner an-
nounced he will not seek reelection.
In December, he endorsed Lisa Bak-
er for the seat. Michael Calles an-
nounced his candidacy in October
and is endorsed by Guzman.

Baldenegro said he intends to run
for the first time in the Ocotillo Dis-
trict — he replaced Jaime Aldama in
2024. Rory Goree was the first can-
didate to announce in mid-August.
He will run against Baldenegro and
has an endorsement from Conchas.

Cholla District Councilmember

Lauren Tolmachoff formally an-
nounced her candidacy in the first
week of January. She does not have
an opponent, as of Jan. 21.

City Manager, chamber CEO have
say in business community

New City Manager Patrick
Banger starts the job Jan. 12, ar-
' riving from Gilbert to
replace Kevin Phelps
nearly a year after
Phelps decided to step
down.

As he said in a De-
cember interview,
downtown Glendale
will be an early focus.

The Glendale Chamber of Com-
merce hired Zach Yentzer as CEO
last fall and began in the role. At
times, the relationship between
City Hall and the chamber have
been frosty, but appears improved
with new players in place.

Banger

VAI Resort enters year without
opening day target

The $1.2 billion mega resort near
State Farm Stadium took pains to not
commit to an opening date in 2026.

Owners originally expected it to
open — with less amenities than
planned now — in January 2023.

As VAI continues to grow, current
and future city leaders are confident
VAI will be worth the wait. Do resi-
dents share those sentiments?

Arrowhead Towne Center
continues reinvention

Construction fencing is now up
around the former site of Sears at Ar-
rowhead Towne Center. Mosaic at
Arrowhead Towne Center is project-
ed to open by the end of the year and
will focus on Asia Pacific cuisine.

Planned stores and restaurants in-
clude 99 Ranch Market, TESO Life,
Kinokuniya Books, Pho 602, Swirl
Crepe and Bafang Dumpling.



Chamber

® krom page 1

department has always been positive,
Yentzer said. Years of policy disagree-
ments and procedural frustrations be-
tween some elected officials and the
chamber piled up.

He’s the third full-time CEO in
three years, following Joshua Gunn,
who was hired in May 2024 and re-
signed in July 2025. Yentzer credited
Gunn with beginning the thaw in the
relationship with City Hall.

“I know Joshua really wanted
a positive relationship. I'm really
pleased to share with you today that
I've been able, in partnership with
the board, to finish that work. We’ve
been able to sort through and resolve
some of the issues and challenges
that created that frostiness. The ice is
breaking in a massive way,” Yentzer
said.

The chamber’s board decided
before hiring Yentzer to not endorse

YOUR WAY

candidates in Glendale elections any-
more, he said.

Instead it will take part in forums
and legislative scorecards and be
more involved in ballot items and pol-
icy issue stances.

“We still have to get the work
done. We realized over time that the
endorsement strategy was getting in
the way of being able to get the work
done,” Yentzer said.

Decade-long CEO Robert Heidt
grew the Glendale chamber from
around 200 to about 1,400 members.

He left in December 2023 for the
same role at the Sacramento Metro
Chamber.

“He grew the Glendale chamber
into one of the five largest in the state,
which was incredible,” Yentzer said.
“Walking in, the board was very clear
of the past growth we have and the
stability. Members are engaged and
the chamber is in a good place.”

Jim Peyton was the interim CEO
before Gunn was hired, and Lisa
Baker served as interim between
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Gunn and Yentzer.

Clearly, the desire for stability in
leadership was crucial in the most re-
cent search.

Born in Pennsylvania, Yentzer
moved to Arizona in 2002. Other
than a year studying abroad, he has
lived here every year since.

Most of that time was in Tucson,
though Yentzer earned his degree
from Arizona State University.

Many chambers are torn between
operating as a sales chamber and
solutions chamber, Yentzer said.

The vision needs to extend beyond
the chamber to the greater Glendale
community.

“I’ve been telling our members that
I want to be a great sales chamber and
a great solutions chamber. The Glen-
dale moment requires us to be both.
I’ve had members come up to me and
say, ‘My business has never been bet-
ter and more successful than when the
chamber is successful,”” Yentzer said.

® See Downtown on page 24

% INsp
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PUSD PROPOSES
CHANGES, CUTS
IN GLENDALE

Pioneer Elementary School in Glendale is one
of two schools in the city, along with Kachina EI-
ementary, proposed to be closed by the Peoria
Unified School District. The public can speak up
about this proposal, as wall as the plan to make
Cactus High School a 7-12 campus during a
community forum beginning at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 19 at Cactus, 6330 W. Greenway Road,
Glendale. Read Philip Haldiman’s reporting on
these proposals affecting five PUSD schools in
Glendale at www.yourvalley.net/glendale-inde-
pendent. (Peoria Unified School District)

by COgir

ARROWHEAD

Experience Elevated Independent
Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

> FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

7 (623) 278-4949

20240 N 78TH AVE |
GLENDALE, AZ 85308 ||

------

InspiraArrowhead.com



12 February 2026 | Glendale Independent | YourValley.net

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help my
community become a safe place for
people to engage in civil discourse
about public issues. Visit iniusa.org/
civility-pledge/ to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate or
control it. We reserve the right to edit
our opinions, and we insist on civility.
Please include your name and phone
number, so we can contact you for
clarification or confirmation. We wel-
come your photo. All opinions must be
no more than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal at-
tacks or complaints about neighbors,
businesses or other opinion writers will
not be considered. No person may
submit more than two opinions for
publication during a calendar month.

Two submissions in the same issue
will not be published. The content of
a submission is the responsibility of the
person who submitted it.

SpeakUp

‘We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up be-
cause they fear intimidation or even
danger to their families and/or careers.
Pen names are an important part of our
nation’s history.

Indivisible invites local
Republicans, Independents
concerned about ICE
overreach

To Republicans and indepen-
dents in the Northwest Valley who
are concerned about recent ICE and
Border Patrol operations in Minnesota
and other states: this is an invitation to
stand with your neighbors and show
up with Northwest Valley Indivisible.
Like you, we believe in secure borders
and the rule of law while also expect-

= ing federal agencies to
f 4 operate within clear legal
: | limits.

"
g = Eg": If you are hesitant
' . due to concerns about
safety or disorder,
Brett Peak here are the facts. Last
year, Northwest Valley

Indivisible organized more than 40
peaceful events, with over 8,400 local
residents participating. These events
were calm, orderly, and non-threaten-
ing. Most were coordinated in advance
with local law enforcement to ensure
public safety.

‘We maintain strong working
relationships with the Surprise Police
Department and Phoenix PD, and
we have coordinated multiple dis-
trict-wide events with Glendale PD,
Peoria PD, and the Maricopa Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. We respect law
enforcement and the communities they
serve. Our events reflect that respect

by remaining peaceful, non-vulgar, and
family-friendly.

This is not about opposing police or
undermining public safety. It is about
accountability, constitutional bound-
aries, and the long-standing American
principle that government power must
have limits.

I have personally partnered ex-
tensively with a local Republican
leader on immigration issues over the
past year. We first met when she led
counter-protests at our events and we
coordinated for safety and civility be-
tween our groups. Today, we are close
friends. That experience reinforced
something important: concern about
federal overreach crosses party lines.

Many Republicans and indepen-
dents in our community are deeply
uneasy about what is happening now.
If that includes you, now is the time to
lend your voice.

Our events are safe places to do so.

View upcoming events at:

https://www.mobilize.us/north-
westvalleyindivisible/.

For information, visit www.north-
westvalleyindivisible.org.

Brett Peak
CO-CHAIR, NORTHWEST VALLEY
INDIVISIBLE

Councilmember cheers
Vallarta Supermarket debut,

leads tenant rights town hall
The opening of Vallarta Supermar-

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

ket at 59th Avenue and Camelback
Road is a moment that fills my heart.
It’s a sign that our com-
munity is being seen and
invested in. I got my first
job in a grocery store
when [ was a teenager.
That experience shaped
me, and seeing a place
like Vallarta open its
doors here feels incredibly meaningful.

My priority is to make our district
a place where families feel safe, sup-
ported, and proud. We are working
to improve our streets and infrastruc-
ture, clean up neighborhoods, support
public safety and invest in our parks
so children can play and families can
gather.

I invite Cactus District residents
and Glendale residents to join me for a
Housing and Tenant Rights Town Hall
with Arizona Attorney General Kris
Mayes from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 29 at the Glendale Women'’s
Clubhouse, 7032 N. 56th Ave.

Lupe Conchas
GLENDALE CITY COUNCIL, CACTUS
DISTRICT

Lupe Conchas

2

(GLENDALE

Your Local Team

Richard Smith
Reporter
rsmith@iniusa.org

INDEPENDENT

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

"~ Steve Chernek
News Page Designer
schernek@iniusa.org

Arizona Leadership
Circulation Manager: Terri Rodgers
Digital Sales Manager: Austin Moose..
Editor-in-Chief: Patrick O'Grady.....
Business Operations Manager: Kathleen Kotzbaue

trodgers@iniusa.org
.amoose@iniusa.org
.pogrady@iniusa.org
kkotzbauer@iniusa.org

To Reach Us

Newsroom: aznews@iniusa.org
Advertising: azads@iniusa.org
Obituaries: azobits@iniusa.org
Advertising: 623-972-6101
Customer Service: 888-665-3848

V.P. of Sales & Marketing: Barbara Wandling.............. bwandling@iniusa.org

President & CEO: Charlene BiSSon.......wms cbisson@iniusa.org

Ann Kampmeyer
Multimedia Advertising Consultant
akampmeyer@iniusa.org

Glendale e-subscriptions
https://yourvalley.net/subscribe-today/

Memberships ﬂé.‘.ﬂ‘.? i

© 2026 Independent Newsmedia, Inc,, USA. The publication of any advertisement in this newspaper does not constitute an
endorsement by the publisher of products or services advertised. All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair

Housing Act. We will not knowingly accept any advertising that is illegal or considered fraudulent.

Mona Lisa Navarrette
Graphic Designer
mnavarrette@iniusa.org

Circulation

A%

Norma Kilpatrick

nkilpatrick@iniusa.org

Lisa Norman
Multimedia Advertising Consultant
Inorman@iniusa.orq




YourValley.net | Glendale Independent | February 2026 13

Thank you for 21 Seasons of live, musical
dinner theatre. You make Us possible.
We are so grateful to be building
a theatre community with you.

ARIZONA

ROADWA

THEAT RE
azbroadway.org | 623.776.8400
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WINNER

WEST VALLEY
FAVORITES

Art Gallery

Date Night Out

Event Planner

Event Venue

Festival

Hotel/Resort

Live Theatre

Local Attraction

Local Author

Movie Theater

Museum

Music School/Instruction

Music Venue

WHAM Community Art Center
Arts HQ Gallery
Ground Floor
West Valley Symphony
Dillons @ Western Trails Ranch
Breakthrough Smash Room
West Valley Symphony
Paint the Party Mobile Art Studio
Bente
Vista Performing Aris Center
West Valley Symphony
Dillon's at Western Trails Ranch
Dysart Festival of the Arts
Christmas Tree Lighting, Surprise
Renaissance Festival
Wigwam
Desert Hotel and Casino
Arizona Broadway Theatre
West Valley Symphony
Theater Works
Wildlife World Zoo & Aquarium
West Valley Symphony
Andretti Indoor Karting & Games
Nancy Kasten
Rusty Bradshaw
Sarah Mulleneaux
Harkins Arrowhead
AMC Surprise Point 14
FatCats
Del Webb Sun Cities Museum
Musical Instrument Museum
Phoenix Art Museum
Dysart Schools
Musical Surprise
Thunderbird High School-

Vocal Ensemble
The Vista Center for the Arts
West Valley Symphony
Westside Blues and Jazz

Place to Have a Birthday Party

Place to People Watch

Place to Take the Kids

Sporting Event

Tourist Destination

Wedding Venue

Administrative
Assistant/Receptionist

Charter School

College/University

Community Event

Shadow Ridge High School
Dysart Schools
Musical Surprise
Fat Cats Surprise
Organ Stop Pizza
Dillons @ Western Trails Ranch
Arrowhead Mall
Westgate
Walmart
TEAM 4 Kids Pediatric Therapy
Wildlife World Zoo & Aquarium
Phoenix Science Center
Spring Training at
Surprise Stadium
Arizona Cardinals
Arizona Rattlers
Bearizona
World Wildlife Zoo
White Tanks Regional Park

Briarwood Country Club
The Spicery in our 1895 Home
Trilogy Country Club

Brandi Harris
Jenesis Palacios - TEAM 4 Kids
Pediatric Therapy
Christina Bertelsen TEAM 4 Kids
Paradise Honor High School
Black Mountain
Science Academy
ASU
Ottawa
ASU-Barrett Honors College
TEAM 4 Kids Cruisin Car Show
Dysart Festival of the Arts
Sun City Home Owners Association
(SCHOA) - Day of Service

Fundraising Event

Non-Profit Civic Organization

Park

Philanthropic
individual/organization

Place For a One Day Trip

Place For a Quiet Stroll

Place to Work

Place to Worship

Pre-School

School District

Teacher

Youth Organization

TEAM 4 Kids Cruisin’ Car Show
A Very Merry Christmas -
@ Dillons
Phoenix Feeding Farms
Sun City Home Owners
Association (SCHOA) Foundation
Dysart Education Foundation
Feeding Phoenix Farm Inc.
Surprise Park
Viewpoint Lake, Sun City
Fellowship Square - Surprise
Paloma Park

Dysart Education Foundation
Sun Cities 4 Paws
Feeding Phoenix Farms
Fellowship Square - Surprise
Soldier’s Best Friend
Bearizona
Prescott
Lake Pleasant
Vietnam Memorial
Fellowship Square - Surprise
TEAM 4 Kids Pediatric Therapy
Dysart Unified School District
Western State Bank
ccy
Saint Claires Catholic Church
St. Clement of Rome
Growing Minds Preschool
Black Mountain Science
Academy
North Valley Christian Academy
Dysart Unified School District
Pheenix Union High
School District
Nadaburg School District
Bonnie Armstrong
Aimee Jensen - Valley Vista
High School
Deborah Forest
YoungLife
Girl Scouts Cactus Pine Council
Ewa Fencing Club



Asian Restaurant

Bakery

Bar

BBQ

Breakfast

Brunch

Burger

Butcher/Meat Market

Caterer

Chicken

Chinese Restaurant

Coffee Shop

Comfort Food

Date Night Restaurant

Donuts
Family Restaurant

Fine Dining Restaurant

Thom Yun Surprise

Good China

Saigon Kitchen

Oasis Bagels

Wildflower Bakery

New York West

Coopers Hawk

Charley’s at The Lakes
Charley's Sports Grill
Fuzzys

Dillons BBQ

Texas Road House

Eric's!!!

Oasis Bagels

Over Easy

First Watch

Oasis Bagels

The Wigwam

Hashhouse

In-N-Out Burger

Five Guys

Charley's at The Lakes
Bob's Butcher

Troub’s Butcher Shop

0ff The Hook Meat Shop
Oasis Bagels

Abuelos

Moe's Southwest Grill

The Spicery in our 1895 Home
Popeye's

Charley’s at The Lakes
Big Budda

Good China

Great Wall

Oasis Bagels

Spencer's Place

Boyer

The Links Neighborhood Grill
Oasis bagels

Cracker Barrel

Cooper's Hawk

State48

Picazzo's

BoSa Donuts

Links Neighborhood Grill
Cold Beers and Cheeseburgers
Chili's

Links Neighborhood Grill
Cooper's Hawk

Flemings

French Fries

Frozen Treats

Grocery Store

Happy Hour

Ice Cream

Italian Restaurant
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Five Guys

McDonald's

Freddy’s

Handel's Homemade Ice Cream
Culvers

Dairy Queen

Safeway

Winco

Sprouts

Barrio Queen

Charley's at The Lakes
Handel's Homemade Ice Cream
Baskin Robins

Cinnabon Swirl

Babbo Italian Eatery

Olive Garden

The Sicilian Butcher - Peoria

Mexican Restaurant Rio Mirage Cafe

Outdoor Dining

Pizzeria

Restaurant

Sushi

Takeout Food

Wings

Wine Bar

Chiropractor

Day Spa/Massage

Abuelo’s

Macayo's

Dillons

Charley's at The Lakes
Torchys

Barrows

Taste of Italy

Ray’s Pizzeria

Texas Roadhouse
Long Horn Steakhouse
Chili's

Dillons

Squid Ink

Uni's

Trapper's

Cafe Zupas

Torchys

Jack in the Box
Booty's

Arizona Pizza Company
Charley's at The Lakes

Cooper’s Hawk
Postino
Sip atthe Ranch

'HEALTH FITNESS & WELLNESS

Trinity Advanced Health

AFC Physical Medicine &
Chiropractic Centers

Muscle Chiropractic

Dr. Katharine Cordova, Beatrice Keller Clinic
Emily Jenson, PA-C, US Dermatology Partners
Dr. Karan Lal

Sun City West Dental

Village Dental

Breez Dental

Goodman Dental

Dentistry: Cosmetic Village Dental

Breez Dental

Lameh’s Dental Center

Breez Dental

Fox Family Dentist

Minted Dental

Village Dental

Doctor Trinity Advanced Health
Dr. Tim Ballitch D.C.
Muscle Chiropractic
Regenerative and Restorative

Health Center

Fitness Center/Gym Positively Fitt

Red Hawk Academy

Eos

Golf Course Trilogy
Westbrook Village Lakes
Union Hills Country Club
Gymnastics School Surprise Angels
Red Hawk Academy
Arizona Sunrays
Health Insurance Agent Jay Jones
Dave Mitchell / Ideal Insurance Agency
Harp Medical Insurance
Hearing Aid Center Grusecki Audiology

Dermatologist

Dentistry

Dentistry: Family

Hospital Banner Thunderbird Medical Center
Banner Del E Webb Medical Center
Mayo Clinic

IV Therapy West Valley Naturopathic Center

Local Pharmacy ~ Walgreens
Rightway Pharmacy Sun City

Safeway in Estrella

Optimal Weight & Wellness
Med Spa

Muscle Chiropractic-Frequency
Based and Soft Tissue Therapy

Synergistic Living Massage &
Wellness Center

Med Spa

Medicare
Insurance Agent  Jay Jones
Dave Mitchell / Ideal Insurance Agency
Mental Health

Therapist Dan Kapelle-DK Counciling

Optimal Weight and Wellness Med Spa
Massage at Arrowhead Creekside

Synergistic Living Massage & Wellness Center

Becoming Transformed Counseling
Horizon Recovery
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WINNER

WEST VALLEY
FAVORITES
Personal Trainer

Physical Therapist

Physical Therapy Center

Physician: Dermatology

Physician; Plastic Surgeons
Physician; Podiatry

Vein Treatment Center
Weight Loss Centers

Carpet Cleaning Company

Contractors/General

Electrician Company

Exterminator/Pest Control

Floor Covering Store

Furniture Store
Garage Door Sales & Service

Positively Fitt

Chrissy Shaver

Wall 2 Wall Sports Rehap
Dr. Caleb Walls

Madison Marquart - TEAM 4 Kids
Pediatric Therapy

TEAM 4 Kids Pediatric Therapy

TEAM 4 Kids Pediatric Therapy

Walk 2 Wall Sports & Rehab

Positively Fitt

Dr. Karan Lal

Dr. Kevin Svancara

Dr. Dustin Heringer

Dr. Blake Wallace

Peoria Foot and Ankle

Thunderbird Vein

Optimal Weight & Wellness
MedSpa

Elements Carpet Cleaning
Five Star Carpet & Upholstry Care
Crown Carpet
Advanced Development &
Building Services
Titan General Contracting
Tru Builders
Belmont Electric
A&M Electric Lighting
Copperstate Pest Management
Greentree Pest Control
Action Termite and Pest Control
Floor Covering
International-Phoenix
Floors N More
Maust Flooring -
Empire Flooring Today
American Furniture
State 48
Well Hung Garage Doors
Apex Garage Door

Heating & AC Services

Home Repair Company

House Cleaning

Landscaping Company

Moving Services

Plumber/Plumbing Company

Rain Gutter Services
Real Estate Appraisal
Remodeling Company

Restoration Services
Roofing Company

Accounting Firm

Assisted Living Facility

Cool Blew

Island Breeze Air Conditioning
and Heating

FBI Cooling and Heating

Semper Fi Heating and Cooling

Aud Jobs Handyman Services

Albrecht and Son

Arizona's Best Sunscreens

R&R Clean Co.

Clean 4 Less, LLC

Adela’s Home Cleaning Service

Visionary Landscape Techs

AZ Tree and Hardscape

First Option Landscaping

Prestige Movers

Copperstate Moving Company

Sun Cities Moving Services

Dignity Plumbing

Wyman Plumbing and
Mechanical

Dobash Plumbing

Summit Plumbing Pros

JBS Roofing

Rain Gutter Express

Copperstate Appraisal

Michele DeAlto at ReMax

Titan General Contracting

Albrecht & Son

Rainbow Restoration of Glendale

JBS Roofing

Advanced Quality Roofing LLC
All Star Roofing

J:PROFESSIONAL SEIRVICES

Simply Taxes CPA

DA Bookkeeping

Sun City Tax Service
Fellowship Square - Surprise
Sun City West Senior Living

Attorney/Law Firm

Bank

Cellular Phone Provider

Commercial Real Estate

Agent/Agency

Computer Consulting Firm

Customer Service

Electrical Contractor

Estate/Trust Attorney
or Law Firm

Financial Advisor

Independent Senior
Living Community

Insurance Agency

Insurance Agent

Landscape Maintenance
Mortgage Lender

Folgers Law Firm

HagEstad Law Group

Lerner & Rowe Injury Attorneys
Western State Bank

Chase

Flagstar Bank

Verizon

T Mobile

Award Realty

Bob Saling / Award Realty Inc.
Kevin Beasley

Micro One Technologies
Flovara

Surprise Computer
Award Realty

Flovara

Belmont Electric

A&M Electrical

AC-DC Electric

Hasegawa Probate &
Estate Planning
HagEstad Law Group
Affordable Estate Planning
Michael Murphy with
Ironbridge Wealth
Montse Terepacki
Edward Jones-Clifford Selsor ||

Fellowship Square - Surprise

Sun City West Assisted Living

Olson Insurance

Raymond E. Grim American
Family Insurance

Ideal Insurance Agency

Heather Olson

Raymond Grim

Minu Johnson

Visionary Landscaping

Flagstar Bank - Ed Knowles

Legacy Lending

Flagstar Bank



Personal Injury
Attorney Law/Firm

Pet Boarding

Photographer

Printer/Photocopying

Real Estate Agent

Residential Real Estate Agency

Residential Real Estate Team

Senior Living Community
Tax Preparer

Title Company

Travel Agent

Veterinary Hospital

Window Cleaning

Aesthetician

Boutique Clothing Store

Cannabis Store

Gift Store

Bryan Folgers/Folgers Law Firm
Lerner & Rowe Injury Attorneys
Sun Cities Four Paws
Kimburs
Christine Andert with

Picture Lady Photography
Ashley Durham Photography
Flovara
Ambient printing
Moore Graphics
Michael Rapaport
Connie Byrne / Award Realty Inc.
Jack Cuttell / Award Realty Inc.
Award Realty Inc. Sun City West
Tina L Campbell Team
Re Max
Tami Sieberg & Chris Williams
The McGees
Cie Marchi & Diana Brown
Fellowship Square - Surprise
Sun City West Assisted Living
Simply Taxes CPA
Brian Baker
Landmark Title
Old Republic Title Agency
Clear Title Agency of Arizona
Mary Waddell with

Mickey Travels
Haden + Kay
Mickey Travels
White Tanks Venterinary/Hospital
Petsvet Animal Hospital

Excellent Window Cleaning
John's Window Cleaning

Optimal Weight and
Wellness MedSpa
Tru Beauty Esthetics
Skin & Beauty Company
Consigning Women
Memory Lane Trinkets
and Treasures
Sol Flower Dispensary
White Mountain
White Mountain Health Center
Cynthia's Fine Gifts & Cards
Del Sol Gallery
Memory Lane Trinkets
and Treasures

Gift Store

Hair Salon

Jewelry Store

Paddle, Racket & Apparel Sales
Sporting Goods Store

Auto Detailing
Auto Glass Repair

Auto Service Departments

Automotive Salesperson

Golf Cart Store

0il Change

Tire Services

Used Car Dealer
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Cynthia's Fine Gifts & Cards
Del Sol Gallery
Memory Lane Trinkets

and Treasures
Salon Plus Hair Additions
Starface 2 Day Spa & Salon
Bella Donna Salon
Fantastic Sams
Setterberg Jewelers
V Jewelers
Del Sol Gallery
Gaston Jeweler
Landmark Jewelers
Osborne Jewelers
Ray’s Rackets

Ray’s Rackets
Dicks
Tortoise and Hare Sports

Dillon’s Mobile Detailing
AZ Specialty Detailing

11 Bravo Mobile Auto Glass
Trinity Auto Glass

Pete Nelson Automotive

H. Smith Automotive
Automotive Dynamics
Skoro Auto Sales

Trevor Skoro

Joshua Reeves - Germain Honda
Discount Golf Cars of Arizona
Discount Golf Cars

Pete Nelson Automotive

H. Smith Automotive
Valvoline Instant Oil Change
Pete Nelson Automotive
Discount Tire

Big Brand Tire & Service
Skoro Auto Sales

Trevor Skoro

Germain Honda
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_ oNTOUR |
Bruno Mars announces Glendale stop on upcoming tour

Grammy winner
to take on first full
headline tour in
almost a decade

SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Bruno Mars will bring his first full
headline tour in nearly a decade to
Glendale this spring.

His The Romantic Tour launches
April 10 in Las Vegas with a second
stop, on April 14, at State Farm Stadium
in the West Valley.

The Grammy winner’s tour will span
nearly 40 shows across North America,
Europe, and the UK, marking one of the
biggest global outings of the year.

Joining Mars in Glendale will nine-

IFYOU GO

Who: Bruno Mars
When: April 14

Where: State Farm Stadium, 1 Cardi-
nals Drive, Glendale

Tickets: Available at BrunoMars.
com

time Grammy-winning artist and Silk
Sonic collaborator Anderson .Paak as
D] Pee .Wee as well as Leon Thomas.

The tour announcement follows re-
cent news of Bruno’s upcoming fourth
solo album, “The Romantic,” arriving
everywhere on Feb. 27 via Atlantic Re-
cords.

Tickets available at BrunoMars.
com.

Bruno Mars’ new album, “The Romantic,” arrives Feb. 27. (Photo provided by Live Nation)

Retire with Purpose
and Support

Make the move to a community
built on trust and 50+ years of

Arizona care

A . Acommunity that feels like home
G Ie n C rOft Not-for-profit, trusted for over five decades

CENTER FOR MODERN AGING  Chef-driven dining + active campus life
Retirement deserves Arizona

Independent today. Supported tomorrow. Tour and see the difference.
623-847-3105 | GLENCROFT.COM | 8611 N. 67TH AVE GLENDALE, AZ 85302
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Almeida Roofing Inc.
All Types of Roofing

602-743-3175

THANKS FOR THE VOTES -
Best of Peoria!
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Discover an amazing, rewarding, and affordable
experience at Glendale Community College.

Find your passion with hundreds of course
offerings taught by expert faculty.

Learn more at gccaz.edu

GLENDALE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

A MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

PR

34 Allyson, 16

x StepUpStopCancer.org JI'NDEPENDENT

NEWSMETDIA

BOYS BASKETBALL

Deer Valley senior guard Simon Gonzales, Ieﬁ and Sergio Gonzales smile in the lobby of the Glendale
school’s gym Jan. 22. The twins flank the 4A boys basketball state title trophy that the Skyhawks won
in 2024 when they were sophomores. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Gonzales twins try to double
Deer Valley hoops titles

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

It’s nearing the end of the Gon-
zales twins’ senior basketball season,
but it feels like the end of a nine-year
era.

Deer Valley Coach Jed Dunn first
heard about Sergio and Simon Gon-
zales then.

“Their dad was telling me about
these twin boys all the time. They
were probably in the fourth grade at
that point,” Dunn said. “We would
always see them, and then I coached
Rudy. And Lanae, their sister, played
volleyball with Kobie, so we've
known them for a long time.”

Funny enough, Simon Gonzales
said the twins saw themselves as foot-
ball players growing up. They started
in the club basketball world in fifth
grade and began to focus more on
hoops as freshmen.

‘With older sister Lanae, then older
brother Rudy, playing for Deer Val-
ley as the twins grew up, Sergio and
Simon learned how to compete at a
young age. They saved the one-on-

one battles for the driveway.

“We’ve always been on the same
team,” Sergio Gonzales said. “Having
a twin is a good partner. It’s someone
that can hold you accountable and
push you everyday.”

They started at Deer Valley in the
fall of 2022 and things were a little
weird. Rudy Gonzales had just trans-
ferred to Cactus for his senior year,
mostly to play quarterback for the
Cobras.

Cactus also had a quality 4A bas-
ketball team at the time, led by center
Bradey Henige and Rudy Gonza-
les. The Cobras split two basketball
games with the Skyhawks

“The experience was amazing be-
cause those seniors we came in with
our freshman year, we grew up with
those kids because our brother grew
up with them. We had our brothers
at school and our brother at Cactus,”
Sergio Gonzales said. “It was great
experience to make that state run,
play against our brother. I think it set

® See Twins on page 22
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HEARING
CRICKETS...
EVEN WHEN
YOU’RE
INDOORS? \

IT'S TINNITUS AWARENESS MONTH

TINNITUS AFFECTS MILLIONS,
AND TREATMENT OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE.

Chirping, ringing, or buzzing in your ears can interfere
with sleep, focus, and peace of mind.
The good news? Tinnitus is treatable.

The tinnitus, the ringing,
it's gone. | don’t have to
pretend as if | understand
what you just said with a
nod and smile. | really
heard what you said.
My mind is sharper! - ff;

Learn More: www.TinnitusisTreatable.com e
Or Request Relief: (520) 492-0724 Hearing@Brain ’

Centers of America
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Twins
® From page 20

the tone for our whole career.”

They were ready to play varsity
minutes from day one, Dunn said. But
the twins saw spot duty as freshmen
and did not complain, learning from
guards like seniors Jayden Sleeper,
Eric Perkins and Jaydon Cameron
and junior Travis Vasquez.

Deer Valley caught fire in the play-
offs that season as the No. 8 seed in
4A, knocking off top seed ALA-Gil-
bert North and No. 4 Gilbert Mes-
quite on the road in the playoffs.
Region rival Peoria held off the Sky-
hawks 65-57 in the state final.

“We got a grasp of what a state
championship really is. After losing
that, knowing the feeling of losing and
now that we know the feeling of win-
ning — the feeling of losing is so much
worse than the actual joy of winning,”
Simon Gonzales said. “We want to
win one more before we go out.”

Next year, they were regulars on a
team that was going straight back to
the 4A finals. To get there Deer Val-
ley had to get through Mesquite in
Gilbert again.

Sergio Gonzales scored the Sky-
hawks’ final 11 points and put the 51-
48 semifinal win away with a pull-up
jumper at the 9.1 second mark. Led
by its seven seniors and two feisty
sophomores, Deer Valley outlasted
Tucson Sahuaro 63-61 in overtime
to win the first boys basketball title in
school history.

“They’re certainly fearless and they
love competition. That’s hard for kids
these days, to embrace from compe-
tition,” Dunn said. “We coach that.
Certainly you’re not going to win every
game, but you have to play hard.”

Last season, the Skyhawks were
back in Veterans Memorial Colise-
um for the 4A final. This time, Tyran
Simpson was the only senior to play for
Deer Valley against Phoenix St. Mary’s
Catholic — which was on a one-year
break from the Open Division.

Dunn’s team dragged the Knights
and 6-11 superstar Cameron Williams
— now signed to play for Duke — into
overtime. Williams’ 30 points and 11
rebounds eventually were too much to
overcome in a 59-55 St. Mary’s win.

That makes the twins’ goal clear
enough. They want to a lead a fourth
straight 4A finals trip and a second title.

“It would be so fulfilling. Knowing
that we lost last year and feeling like
I could have done more in last year’s
game, if we get one more chance we
can show everybody that we're the
group that should be known,” Simon
Gonzales said.

Now the Gonzales boys are the
senior leaders, teaching a roster with
three freshmen and three sophomores.

Deer Valley is 11-1 and ranked No.
21in4A behind St. Mary’s. The Knights
are No. 3 overall in Arizona and almost
certain to return to the Open.

“It breaks my heart that they’re se-
niors,” Dunn said. “We’ve got those
four freshmen on the varsity. They just
want to win. That’s the ultimate goal

with the twins. They don’t care who
they go with. They would sacrifice their
own playing time to win.”

Both Gonzales brothers are a bit bet-
ter at walking the fine line now.

Their arguments with refs in the past
three seasons often led to technical fouls
or took them out of their games a bit.

“For me, it’s been more of the men-
tal game. I know there’s going to be a
next play, and if the ref makes a bad
call, they’re human, they’re going to
make a mistake. Moving on to the
next play is important as a teammate,”
Simon Gonzales said.

The Gonzales and Dunn families
have visited each others’ houses plen-
ty over the last few years.

So the coach knows better than to
douse their competitive fire.

“I don’t take that from them.
That’s a strength of theirs. They
need that edge,” Dunn said. “I was
the same way, a small guard. My dad
allowed me to do some things, and it
got me in trouble at times. But that’s
our advantage, in my opinion.”

CALL - COMPARE = SAVE! - CALL - COMPARE = SAVE! - CALL - COMPARE = SAVE!

At Ideal we don't just quote a price, we also provide advice for know exposures . We do the shopping for you.

IDE. AL

INSURANCE AGENCY

T
=

"Ask Today for
Your Complimentary
Analysis Review of
All Your Insurance Policies

B
CW Trusted Choice®
ke pledge of Performance
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Serving the West Valley since 1983 » www.idealins.com

AIC, MBA, MAHR, SHRM-SCP
dave@idealins.com

Glendale, AZ 85308

DAVE MITCHELL

CPCU (criarreren PRoPERTY CASUALTY UNDERWRITER)
C I C (CERTIFIED INSURANCE COUNSELOR)

7121 W. Bell Rd. Ste. 250

602-938-7579

SARAH MITCHELL

GLENDALE OFFICE
MANAGER

sarah@idealins.com
7121 W. Bell Rd. Ste. 250
Glendale, AZ 85308

602-938-7579

[=]

= |

Preferred Broker for:
Auto Owners - Safeco - Liberty Mutual
Nationwide » West Bend - Hartford - Met-Life
Travelers = CNA = Progressive = Foremost
GEICO - National General

WORKERS COMPENSATION = BONDS = BUSINESS - LIFE = DISABILITY = LONG TERM CARE - HOME = AUTO
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AlNet So Silent Night | 12/5
Featuring Amercian Idol favorite Blake Lewis!

The Texas Tenors: Let Freedom Sing | 11/22
The America’s Got Talent superstars return by popular demand!

Christmas with
the Celts | 12/8

Morgan Freeman’s Symphonic
Blues Experience | 1/8

Festival M
Orchestra | 2/22/-3/1

A2, Arizona Musicfest

Celebrating 35 Years s
50+ CONCERTS ARE NOW ON SALE | 480.422.8449 | AZMUSICFEST.ORG

David Foster &
Katharine McPhee | 3/28

Patti LuPone | 2/16 Samara Joy | 4/9
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MUSIC COMEDY JOUSTING FEASTING
GAMES RIDES SHOPPING

*>oe > >

38™ ANNUAL ARIZONA

SSANCE
. "ESTIVAL

& ARTISAN MARKETPLACE
NINE FESTIVE WEEKENDS

JANUARY 31

% MARCH 29
SAT., SUN., PRES DAY ¢ 10AM-6PM
SAVE WITH DISCOUNT TICKETS AT:

Baskas & FOOD CITY

L 2 2 2 2 2 2 L 2 2 4 L 2 2 L 2 2 4

21 TICKETS, DIRECTIONS & FESTIVAL INFO
ARIZONA .RENFESTINFO.com

Lo 4 L a2 4 L & 2

(\ Cgm%e@m

IOR EXP() THE PREMIER SENIOR
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

R -\. ' W
Litchfield Park/Goodyear - February 18, 2026 « Tuscany Falls Ballroom
Chandler - February 24, 2026 - Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria - March 26, 2026 - Westbrook Village
Sun City West - April 22, 2026 - SCW Foundation
Sun City - May 4, 2026 - Sundial Rec Center
Fountain Hills - July 7, 2026 - Fountain Hills Community Center
Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade
Sun City - September 23, 2026 - Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center
Mesa - November 13, 2026 - Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

.

Downtown
® From page 11

“We do a great job of creating con-
nection. I want to continue that. But I
also want it to be a solutions chamber.
What I mean by that we have a really
critical moment for Glendale ahead.
You see the growth along the 303,
what’s happening at Westgate and
what’s going to happen downtown,
as it finishes its revitalization and the
Arrowhead area. For all the growth
and development we’ve seen, there
is so much left to go. And we have a
new city manager.”

Patrick Banger officially began Jan.
12, hired away from Gilbert. Yentzer
said Banger handled Gilbert’s down-
town revitalization expertly.

With a new City Hall opening this
year, Yentzer is confident that down-
town Glendale can enjoy a renaissance
— and that its success will not come at
the expense of Westgate, or vice versa.

“Something that I've heard as the
new guy is almost a competitiveness
between downtown and Westgate. I
think that is not the right way to think
about it. Those are two different cores
and different entities,” Yentzer said.
“Think about how Scottsdale handles
that framing. They have a hospital-
ity, lodging and tourism street that is
very unique, and they have Old Town
Scottsdale. They’re not pitting the
two against each other.”

The new chamber CEO said he
supports the VAI Resort.

Glendale has a lower percentage
of hotel rooms around the entertain-
ment district, which benefits Phoenix
and Scottsdale when big games are at
State Farm Stadium. VAI solves that
almost in one fell swoop.

“I think when you saw the Worker
Power push on the ballot to slow and
stall and stop the resort, the cham-
ber was involved — as it should have
been. They have my commitment to
be involved as a business voice, to push
back on some of the interest groups,

especially the out-of-state ones, to
slow what we have in ways that are
not helpful,” Yentzer said. “We’re go-
ing to enter a much more difficult en-
vironment around business and smart
growth, and the chamber has to be
proactive, not reactive.”

That said, Glendale understands
that smart economic growth raises
revenue for city coffers and allows
the city to not have to rely on raising
property or sales taxes to pay for city
services, Yentzer said.

For the most part, Yentzer said he
found Southern Arizona lacks aware-
ness of the importance of smart growth.

“This is a very business-friendly
council. I come from a Southern Ari-
zona environment where there is often
differing viewpoints between electeds
and the business community about
what a thriving region looks like.
There’s often a lot of time spent try-
ing to work through and work around
butting heads,” Yentzer said.

Glendale Interim Economic Devel-
opment Director Trent Dutry stated in
an email the city has seen a stronger,
more collaborative partnership with the
chamber taking shape in recent months.

“That momentum started before
Zach’s arrival, but he’s helped accel-
erate it by being proactive, communi-
cative, and very aligned with the city’s
economic development goals,” Dutry
stated. “Zach brings a high level of en-
ergy and optimism to the role, along
with a genuine eagerness to connect
people and move ideas into action.
It’s been refreshing and productive
to work alongside him as we support
Glendale’s business community to-
gether.

Yentzer’s goals for 2026 include ex-
panding on the chamber’s partnership
with West Ventures on a small business
incubator. West Ventures is a partner
with Pendergast Elementary School
District, which is where the chamber
makes its home.

Then it’s time to party. 2027 is the
100th anniversary of the Glendale
Chamber of Commerce.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org

DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm | OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES
Iazadls@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES
egals@iniusa.org
azobits@iniusa.org $2(’ per market - 30 words

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

INDEPENDENT

NEWSMETD

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

Announcement Full Time Concrete _

Garage Doors

NOTICE
Independent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is

illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of

guaranteed income from

work-at-home programs -

if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
thatitis.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-291-6222
for previous complaints.

YBARD
SALE?

Make it Busy! Call
623-972-6101

I A

Valley
Newspapers is :
o Our Specialty:
Hiring! “Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone

Full time delivery *Garage Floor Epoxies
&

driver for busy
print shop. 26-foot
box truck with lift
gate. Must have
clean driving
record and pass
physical.
Competitive wages
with benefits.
Contact Mike

Jacobs at
maCODS@Inlusa.Dr Tell o::ja‘gvt:relisers you saw their

[EMBSJAREIEALEING!

Need a New System?

*fixing Old Coatings

Shop with Confidence!
Search our classifieds
for all your business

Mention this ad for a
5% DISCOUNT
; ON NEW INSTALLATION
{2 H] AND FOR ALL VETS
Heating & Cooling 623-999-8226

Residential & Commercial

. . LevelUpHVAC.com
; '/E!“?(_) \ v a';:a LicensedPBonded « Insured
e

ROC#328964

Your ad appears in the newspaper
of choice plus online
$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

$60 four markets - 30 words

Your ad appears in four newspapers
of choice plus online
$8% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

5% per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

CLASSIFIED ADS

ONLINE °

Garage Door & Repair
Garage Doors & Openers
SALES - SERVICE « INSTALLATION ...

Family Owned & Operated

623-925-2424

yelp's
noono

&)
4

Licensed = Bonded - Insured = License #300097

See more Classified Ads from anound the Valley - Online at iniusa. org/elassifieds

Gutters

Landscaping
[ LANDSCAPING |

LANDSCAPING
m- e

FIRST CPTION
LANIDSCARPE

DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service
Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

6232687263112
E A+

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

*25°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

(reate Your Own Ads Online, Its Easy!
o0 to: iniusa.org/classifieds
then select “Place an ad”

4 ' @

DINO’S
PA"I\_IIING

TOP QUALITY

We Beat
Int & Ext Painting oo seet
Company Operating for 30 Years
Licensed / Bonded
Insured / #234028
623-221-7911

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service

= Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

FREE

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472

LICENSED

BONDED - INSURED
ROC#347844

Classifieds WORK
To advertise call 623-972-6101

OMPLETEIINT

OR'EXTERIOR

1STITIME.CUSTOMERIDISCOUNT]

=

& Includes /
Dunn Edwards

WANT

27 Years' Experience « Reliable Family Business
Free Written Estimates « Pay Upon Completion
623-418-9194

O SEE EVEN MORE CLASSIFIED ADS?

/7 o\ Then please visit iniusa.org/classifieds

Replacement of
*Sewers *Toilets * Faucets
* Water Heaters
* Garbage Disposals

623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507
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DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

Christopher Dobash
Owner

B

Quality Plumbing with Quality Senice
WATER, SEWER, GAS

Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction
(623) 878-1102 * dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Licensed * Bonded  Insured © Lic# C37R122566 o L37 * 122567

Plumbing

If

«*/ ocal Deals!

Get the best of both worlds,
in print and online, all in your local newspaper!

Call 623-972-6101, Email iniclassads@iniusa.org
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds

To Place a Classified Ad

LBRECHT AND S0N LLC

623-933-4312
www.ALBRECHTAnoSON.com
CUSTOM INTERIOR &

EXTERIOR PAINTING & FULL
HOME REMODELING

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DISCOUNT COUPONS!

"
=13

N il

IRU

Builders
AZ ROC Licenses
275722 & 3861072

DESIGN,
BUILD,
REMODEL

BONDED / INSURED

-All employees
verified
-Free estimates
valleywide
-40 years experience
in AZ
-Licensed contractor
since 2006
philipsroofing.org
RESIDENTIAL R0C223367
COMMERCIAL

623-813-1626

JLC ROOFING
INC

FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS
A ALL TILE ROOFS
A ALL SHINGLE ROOFS
A ALL FLAT ROOFS
+ Roof Maintenance & Inspections
« Waterproof Coatings FREE

30+ Years Experiencein AZ

B\ ESTIMATES

Call Today roc#122805

623-878-9832

@ Check Us Out
ONLINE!

Independent Newsmedia

iniusa.org/classifieds

« Shingles

« Tile Roofs

 Coatings

* Repairs

« Solar Removals
Insurance Work

30 Years Quality
Experience

ABCO Shredding Services

...more than just paper shredding

+ Paper « Witness the shredding
« All shredded paper 9am-2:00pm M-F or drop
is recycled pap off 9am-2:30pm

« A Certificate of

« Hard Drives
o~ Destruction is included

in/out of Laptop/Computer

hi ipt.
« iPads, Tablets, onthe recelpt.
Cell Phones, Etc. « Pickup Service Available

ﬂﬁco 602-374-4408
sutdi | www.abcoshredding.com

@h 2640 E Rose Garden Lane

Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

and SEPvice directory and
connect with thousands  §
of potential customers!

= L2l B23-972-B1D1for detels today.
iniusa.org/classifieds :

Roofing

‘ PRIORITY
ROOFING
« Residential-Commercial MONSOON~

* Roof Replacement & Repair
» Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, SPECIAL
Flat & TPO Roofing \“h-p-
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

7, 602-761-6591

Roc #324307

&

YORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repais - Roof Replacements - Flat Roofs Coatings « Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles

J &  John York - Owner/Operator

602-705-5209

Senior & Military
Discounts

/\

Y FREE
" ESTIMATES

e

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

—t e

TREE[SERVICE

ofesional Arborist Tree Care

"BENNEIGT

Senior
Discounts

 623-204-1225

Tree Removal

Join the many
businesses that use our

BUSINESS
&

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Call us to advertise

623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yO u r h O m e, tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

= 0 %ot

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE 1 50/

AN EXTRA 0 Off
Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time

of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.
Expires 2/28/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available n all areas.

L,

|

f
\

IR

LTI

——.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2384 @ (D ClosetsbyDesign

closetsbydesign.com s@oao

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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Same l!oof ﬁl)roblems?

%\w ¢

o ANS L > | New Constuction, Repalrs,
2 . W Recovers, Maintenance

'
¥ LF

a5 » Installation of Gutters

ALl 0y il el — = » Stinges Tie, Buit Up Snge Py
Y 077]“/014 Cﬂ//HJ' ./ . Foam& Coatings, Metal, Shake
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FSINESS

estasLisnen v We’re Here To Answer Your " ’ .
1982 Questions. Give Us A Call! J BS ROO FI N G

623.247.9252 JIM BROWN & SONS ROOFING
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