
From wartime 
arsenal to 

modern hub: 
Inside 

Goodyear’s 
historic Flite 

building
By James Goldmeer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

During World War II, workers at 
a sprawling desert hangar in Good-
year took Army bombers fl own in 
from across the country and funda-
mentally reshaped them for naval 
warfare, slicing off  twin tails and 
rebuilding the aircra  into long-
range patrol planes bound for the 
Pacifi c.

“People don’t always realize 
how dramatic that change was,” 
said Darryl Burton, develop-
ment manager for the property 
now known as the Goodyear Flite 
Building. “They were taking a 
plane designed for one mission and 
turning it into a completely diff er-

Business
Battery storage 
facility aims 
to boost grid 
reliability in 
Goodyear; 10INDEPENDENT

LITCHFIELD PARK/GOODYEAR

Volunteers bring spring training to life
F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 6   Vo l um e  7  Is s u e  2   Yo ur  N o n p a r t i s a n  C o m m un i t y  N e w s p a p e r  •  Yo ur Va l l e y. n e t    

Community
Residents favor 
community, arts 
uses for historic 
Litchfi eld Park 
buildings; 4

• See Flite on page 36

ECRWSSEDDM
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE 

PAID
Phoenix, Arizona
Permit No. 1424

Judy Tarkowski and JoAnn Terry welcome baseball fans back to Goodyear Ballpark. (James Goldmeer/Independent Newsmedia) 

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Long before the fi rst pitch is thrown or the 
gates swing open, volunteers are already in place 
at spring training ballparks across the West Val-
ley, greeting fans, answering questions and set-
ting the tone for the day.

At Goodyear Ballpark, Surprise Stadium and 
the Peoria Sports Complex, volunteers form the 
backbone of game-day operations during Cac-
tus League season. Many commit long days on 
their feet, navigating stairways and sun expo-
sure while working as greeters, ushers and guest 
services ambassadors.

For many, the work is demanding, but deeply 
rewarding.

At Goodyear Ballpark, longtime volunteers 
Judy Tarkowski and JoAnn Terry are instant-
ly recognizable to fans who return year a er 
year. Known aff ectionately as the “Minnesota 

• See Volunteers on page 8
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By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Residents who attended a 
city-hosted public meeting over-
whelmingly favored turning sev-
eral historic La Loma Hilltop 
buildings into community-focused 
and arts-oriented spaces, signal-
ing strong support for a communi-
ty center, gallery and small-scale 
gathering uses as the city moves 
into the next phase of its long-term 
revitalization effort.

City officials gathered feedback 
on the future use of multiple facil-
ities tied to the La Loma Hilltop 
project, including the current li-
brary building, Mission Church, 
the recreation center, and several 
historic cottages adjacent to the 

P.W. Litchfield Heritage Center.
Among the most frequently 

voiced ideas was repurposing the 
existing library into a community 
center offering classes, meetings 
and flexible gathering space once 
a new county library opens nearby. 
Residents also expressed interest 
in transforming the former Mission 

Church into an art gallery, cultural 
venue or event and wedding space, 
while envisioning the hilltop cot-
tages as potential coffee shops, gal-
leries, nonprofit space or communi-
ty gardens.

“We’re never going to have this 
chance again,” Planning Director 
Randy Proch said. Because mul-
tiple public buildings are becom-
ing available at the same time, a 
rare opportunity to reimagine how 
they serve the community is being 
shared with the residents.

A vision decades in the making
The meeting was part of the 

city’s broader effort to revital-
ize the 20-acre Rancho La Loma 

Residents favor community, arts uses 
for historic Litchfi eld Park buildings

Litchfi eld Park residents share opinions on city-
wide revitalization. (James Goldmeer/Indepen-
dent Newsmedia) 

Abrazo Health opens inpatient rehabilitation hospital 
in southwest Valley

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Abrazo Health has expanded its 
West Valley footprint with the ad-
dition of a new inpatient rehabili-
tation hospital at the Abrazo West 
Campus, increasing access to post-
acute care and strengthening conti-
nuity of care for patients across the 
region.

The 24-bed inpatient rehabili-
tation hospital is in the two-story 
Abrazo Litchfield Medical Build-
ing at 1375 N. Litchfield Road. 
The facility will provide recovery 
services for patients following trau-
matic injuries, cardiovascular sur-
gery, stroke and advanced spine 
care.

It is connected to the Abrazo 

West Campus by an existing pedes-
trian footpath, allowing patients to 
transition between acute hospital 
treatment and rehabilitation ser-
vices.

Rehabilitation offerings include 
physical and occupational therapy, 
speech-language pathology, phys-
iatry, internal medicine, and access 
to surgical and medical subspecial-
ty consultation services.

“This is more than just a medical 
office building,” said Brian Elisco, 
Arizona Group CEO for Abrazo 
Health. “People’s lives will be im-
pacted here every single day. Inpa-
tient rehabilitation is about helping 
people reclaim their lives.”

Health system leaders said the 
on-campus model is designed to 

improve continuity of care by al-
lowing patients to remain under 
the same medical team throughout 
their recovery.

“By having inpatient rehabili-
tation services on our campus that 
are supported by physicians on the 
same medical team, we are able to 
follow our patients’ care from acute 
to rehabilitation and their transition 
back into the community,” said 
Hans Driessnack, CEO of Abrazo 
West.

Dr. Sushant Kale, interven-
tional neurologist and director of 
Stroke and Interventional Neurol-
ogy for Abrazo West Campus, said 
the proximity of the rehabilitation 
hospital improves outcomes for 

• See Abrazo on page 5
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Goodyear police receive $84,000 in highway 
safety grants. (James Goldmeer/Indepen-
dent Newsmedia) 

Goodyear receives $84,000 
in highway safety grants

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The Goodyear Police De-
partment has received more than 
$84,000 in grant funding from 
the Arizona Governor’s Offi  ce of 
Highway Safety to support traffi  c 
enforcement, impaired driving en-
forcement and serious crash investi-
gations, offi  cials said.

The funding includes a $30,000 
Selective Traffi  c Enforcement Pro-
gram grant to target speeding, ag-
gressive driving, street racing, school 
zone violations and high-collision 
areas. The grant will fund overtime 
and related expenses for offi  cers as-
signed to traffi  c enforcement and 
education eff orts.

The department also received a 
$50,000 impaired driving enforce-
ment grant funded through federal 
impaired driving funds. The grant 
will support DUI enforcement 
during holidays and special events 
when impaired driving incidents 
typically increase, offi  cials said.

An additional $4,300 grant will 
support investigations of fatal and 
serious injury traffi  c crashes, includ-
ing overtime costs and inter-agency 
assistance. Police offi  cials said traffi  c 
collisions have increased as Good-
year’s population has grown.

All three grants are funded by the 
Arizona Governor’s Offi  ce of High-
way Safety.

COMMUNITY NEWS

• See Historic on page 6
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high-acuity patients.
“This model ensures our 

high-acuity patients receive the 
full complement of coordinated 
care as they move into the post-
acute stage of their recovery,” 
Kale said. 

“We are excited to be able to 
follow our patients’ rehabilita-
tion progress in a facility that is 
close to the hospital and in the 
community where they live.”

Elisco said inpatient reha-
bilitation plays a critical role in 
helping patients regain inde-
pendence following life-altering 
medical events.

“When a person suffers a 
stroke or traumatic injury, their 
entire world can change in an in-
stant,” he said. 

“Our goal is not just survival, 
but helping patients return to liv-

ing their lives.”
Goodyear Vice Mayor Bran-

don Hampton said the project 
adds capacity to the city’s grow-
ing health care ecosystem and 
expands access to services for lo-
cal residents.

“Our residents need more 
healthcare options, and this 
brings care closer to where they 
live,” Hampton said. 

“This facility strengthens 
healthcare access not just for 
Goodyear, but for the entire 
West Valley.”

Abrazo Health officials said 
the project reflects a broad-
er commitment to investing in 
community-based healthcare 
designed around patient needs.

“The real work begins a er the 
ribbon cutting,” Driessnack said. 
“That’s when patient care starts, 
and that’s what matters most.”

For more information, visit 
AbrazoHealth.com.

Abrazo
• From page 4

New inpatient rehab facility expands post-acute care in West Valley. (James Goldmeer/Independent News-
media) 
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Homestead, once the winter retreat 
of city founder Paul W. Litchfield. 
The property was gifted to the city 
in 2008 by Edith and Wally Den-
ny with the expectation that it be 
used in a manner consistent with 
Litchfield’s original 1920s vision of 
a place dedicated to culture, educa-
tion and the arts.

“This property was meant to 
serve the community in a mean-
ingful and lasting way,” Mayor 
Thomas Schoaf has said previous-
ly. “The goal has always been to 
create something that honors our 
history while ensuring the city re-
mains sustainable for generations to 
come.”

City leaders say that vision, after 
years of planning, is now beginning 
to take tangible shape.

Major projects underway
Several cornerstone projects at 

La Loma Hilltop are already ap-
proved or under construction and 
are expected to act as catalysts for 
broader redevelopment.

The Hilltop School for the Arts, 
developed in partnership with the 
Agua Fria Union High School 
District, is scheduled to open in 
August. The performing arts high 
school will serve up to 450 students 
and include a 700-seat theater de-
signed for both student productions 
and professional performances.

Construction is also underway 
on a new 10,000-square-foot Mar-
icopa County library near the hill-
top, funded through a $5 million 
county allocation.

Expected to open this fall, the 
facility will replace the existing 
Wigwam Boulevard library and of-
fer expanded programming space, 
updated technology and flexible 
study areas.

Plans are also moving forward for 

the P.W. Litchfield Heritage Cen-
ter Museum, which will include a 
permanent museum, research li-
brary and public programming 
space focused on Litchfield’s lega-
cy and regional history. City offi-
cials say fundraising for the project 
is nearing completion.

“These uses help move the entire 
vision forward simultaneously,” 
Proch said. “But they represent less 
than half of what’s possible for the 
site.”

Historic preservation and next 
steps

As redevelopment progresses, 
Rancho La Loma Homestead is also 
being considered for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Plac-
es. If approved, it would be among 
the first nationally recognized his-
toric sites in the southwest Valley, 
opening the door to preservation 
grants, tax incentives and increased 
heritage tourism.

The cottages adjacent to the 
Homestead and the mission church 
are all historic buildings that city 
officials say will be respected as 
they become spaces that residents 
can actually use.

City officials stressed during 
the meeting that no final decisions 
have been made regarding the reuse 
of the buildings discussed and that 
community input will continue to 
shape priorities. The planning pro-
cess is expected to take up to a year, 
with additional public engagement 
opportunities planned.

“This is more than a construction 
project,” City Manager Matthew 
Williams has said. “It’s about creat-
ing a place where history, learning 
and community come together.”

Phase one of the broader hilltop 
beautification effort, coordinated 
with the school and library proj-
ects, is expected to be completed 
by this fall.

Further community input is be-
ing received at litchfieldpark.gov.

Historic
• From page 4



YourValley.net  |  Litchfi eld Park/Goodyear Independent  |  February 2026   7  

WHEN YOU WERE A KID EVERYTHING GOT A SECOND LOOK
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By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A series of road improvement proj-
ects across Goodyear are moving for-
ward as the city prepares for continued 
growth, including increased traffi  c ex-
pected from the opening of Arizona’s 
fi rst Buc-ee’s travel center next sum-
mer.

Design work is nearing completion 
on improvements to southbound Bul-
lard Avenue between Celebrate Life 
Way and Roosevelt Street, just south of 
Interstate 10. The project is intended 
to improve traffi  c fl ow ahead of Buc-
ee’s anticipated summer 2026 opening 
nearby.

The Bullard Avenue project, with a 
total budget of about $6.6 million, will 
ultimately widen the roadway from 
two to three southbound lanes. The ad-
ditional lane will eliminate the existing 
scalloped street confi guration and help 

accommodate higher traffi  c volumes in 
the area. The project is currently in the 
design phase, with construction timing 
still to be determined.

“Buc-ee’s will add to the city’s rev-
enue that helps pay for police, fi re and 
streets,” said Goodyear Mayor Joe 
Pizzillo. “Buc-ee’s is a destination and 
80% of its business comes from outside 
the city, which means it won’t take 
away from our existing businesses.”

Buc-ee’s recently broke ground on 

its 74,000-square-foot Goodyear lo-
cation, its fi rst in the Western United 
States. City offi  cials have said the travel 
center is expected to draw visitors from 
across the region and create about 200 
full-time jobs.

Beyond Bullard Avenue, several 
major roadway and traffi  c signal proj-
ects are either under construction or 
planned throughout the city.

Construction is currently underway 
on Yuma Road between Canyon Trails 

and Sarival Avenue. That $10.7 mil-
lion project, which began in fall 2024, 
will complete the south half of a major 
arterial roadway and add lanes, medi-
ans, sidewalks, landscaping and drain-
age improvements. Work is expect-
ed to continue through spring 2026, 
with paving, traffi  c signals and signage 
scheduled in the coming months.

A major reconstruction of Sarival 
Avenue between Yuma Road and El-
wood Street is in the design phase and 
is expected to begin construction in 
spring 2026. 

The $24.7 million project will wid-
en the west half of the roadway, add a 
landscaped median, improve pedestri-
an infrastructure and install a new traf-
fi c signal at Lower Buckeye Road.

Work is also underway for a future 
traffi  c signal at Lower Buckeye Road 
and Wood Boulevard. 

Buc-ee’s development adds to Goodyear’s road work

Road work expands as Goodyear prepares for Buc-ee’s tourists. (Submitted photo/Metro Creatvie Connection) 
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Twins” around the ballpark, the sis-
ters have volunteered in nearly every 
role imaginable, but their favorite po-
sition is greeting fans at the gates.

“You stand there, welcome people 
in, answer questions and keep them 
entertained if there’s a line,” Tar-
kowski said. “By the time they walk 
through, they’re already having a 
good day.”

As the game settles in, their role 
shi s from logistics to connection.

“A er the second or third inning, 
when most of the crowd is in, we get 
to relieve the ushers and really talk to 
people and learn where they’re from 
or who they’re rooting for,” Terry 
said. 

“By the end of nine innings, you’re 
not just volunteers and fans anymore, 
you feel like family.”

That sense of familiarity is one of 
the hallmarks of Goodyear Ballpark, 
where season ticket holders o en sit 
in the same seats each spring and 
greet volunteers by name.

“When someone runs up and hugs 
you and says, ‘You’re back,’ and you 
remember them too. That’s when 
you know you’re part of something 
special,” Tarkowski said.

Baseball has been part of Tarkow-
ski and Terry’s lives since childhood, 
growing up in a household where 
Twins games played constantly and 
the sport shaped family memories. 
The sisters say volunteering has be-
come a continuation of a lifelong 
connection to the game, and to each 
other. It has also allowed them to wit-
ness the transformation of Goodyear 
itself.

“When we fi rst started, people 
would ask where to eat, and there 
wasn’t much to tell them,” Terry 
said. “Now look around, there are 
restaurants, new marketplaces, a rec 

center all built around this place, and 
our love for baseball and the commu-
nity. You can feel the pride.”

That pride, volunteers say, is 
shared across spring training sites.

In Surprise, Sundancers volunteer 
Virginia Swisher has spent more than 
a decade helping ensure fans begin 
their visit on the right note.

A retired newcomer to Arizona in 
2008, Swisher took the fi rst opportu-
nity she had to attend a spring train-
ing game, drawn by the chance to ex-
perience baseball in its most relaxed 
and fan-friendly form. 

She joined the organization a er 
striking up a conversation with vol-
unteers in yellow shirts during her 
fi rst spring training game.

“The passion they had for what 
they did was compelling,” Swisher 
said. 

“They enjoyed interacting with 
guests, had fun doing it, and got to 
watch America’s pastime the way 
it was meant to be, fun and family 
friendly.”

Now the co-captain of the Will 
Call team at Surprise Stadium, 
Swisher helps coordinate schedules, 
train new volunteers and adapt to 

changes in ticketing and technology. 
Her goal, she said, is simple: no guest 
leaves without their issue resolved.

“We get to set the tone for each 
guest’s visit,” she said. “So we try to 
make that fi rst contact as positive as 
possible.”

In Peoria, red-shirt volunteers like 
Rusty Eccleston play a similar role, 
acting as guides and problem-solvers 
throughout the complex. 

Eccleston grew up playing baseball 
and has followed the game for most of 
his life, developing a lasting appreci-
ation for its rhythms and traditions. 
He said spring training represents 
the purest version of baseball, a fresh 
start each year, marked by optimism, 
community and a close connection 
between fans and the game.

Eccleston is a Mariners fan who 
fi rst stumbled upon the Peoria Sports 
Complex in 2000, Eccleston now 
spends his mornings working the 
practice fi elds, answering questions 
and helping direct fans.

“We’re extra eyes and extra help,” 
Eccleston said. “It’s really about 
keeping things running smoothly.”

With roughly 400 volunteers sup-
porting operations in Peoria each sea-

son, Eccleston describes spring train-
ing as an annual reunion, one built 
around service as much as sport.

“People show up because they 
want to be here,” he said. “That’s 
what makes it feel like a family.”

Volunteer leaders say the value of 
spring training volunteers extends far 
beyond staffi  ng needs. At the Peoria 
Sports Complex, Executive Director 
Rebecca Wright said volunteers form 
the connective tissue that turns a 
ballpark into a community gathering 
place. 

“Volunteers are special because 
they love what they do,” Wright said. 
“They want to be part of their com-
munity, give back, create commu-
nity, foster community and support 
their neighbors. It’s all about connec-
tion.”

That same sense of connection is 
evident at Surprise Stadium, where 
Stadium & Event Operations Coor-
dinator Marcus Wojtkowicz said the 
Surprise Sundancers are essential to 
the success of spring training opera-
tions. 

“Simply put, spring training 
wouldn’t be the same without the 
heart, energy and dedication of our 
Surprise Sundancers,” Wojtkowicz 
said.

Whether welcoming fi rst-time 
visitors, reconnecting with longtime 
fans or mentoring new recruits, vol-
unteers at every ballpark say their 
presence adds a human connection 
that defi nes the spring training ex-
perience.

“Volunteering makes you feel 
needed, wanted and appreciated,” 
Tarkowski said. “Every spring feels 
like coming home.”

As fans fi le through the gates 
this season, many may not notice 
the hours of preparation behind the 
scenes. But for the volunteers that 
work, their love of the game and the 
relationships those things create are 
the reasons to return each year.

FROM THE COVER

Rusty Eccleston looks forward to a new season of Mariners baseball. (James Goldmeer/Independent 
Newsmedia)

Volunteers
• From page 1
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Battery storage facility aims to boost grid reliability in Goodyear
By James Goldmeer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The Pluto Energy Storage Center 
is now operating in Goodyear, adding 
a major piece of energy infrastructure 
designed to strengthen grid reliability 
and support the city’s rapid growth.

Developed by NextEra Energy 
Resources in collaboration with Ar-
izona Public Service, the 75-mega-
watt battery storage facility stores 
electricity during periods of low de-
mand and discharges it during peak 
usage, particularly during Arizona’s 
extreme summer heat. Company of-
fi cials said the project refl ects long-
term planning to meet rising energy 
needs across the region.

NextEra Energy Resources Vice 
President Jim Shandelov said the fa-
cility plays a critical role in managing 
energy demand as the city and state 
continue to grow.

“It’s kind of like your iPhone,” 
Shandelov said. “You charge it when 
demand is low, and you use it when 
demand is high. That helps keep 
businesses running and homes cool 

during those hot summer days.”
APS Vice President of Resource 

Management Brian Cole said energy 
storage projects like Pluto are essen-
tial to maintaining reliability as Ari-

zona experiences continued popula-
tion and economic growth.

“Reliable power isn’t optional, 
it’s essential,” Cole said. “Long-
term planning and thoughtful in-
vestments like this help keep our 
energy grid resilient and running 
strong.”

The facility represents an in-
vestment of roughly $100 million 
in Maricopa County and created 
about 100 construction jobs. Over 
its lifetime, the project is expected 
to generate more than $4 million in 
property tax revenue, supporting 
schools, roads and public services.

Together, officials said the Pluto 
Energy Storage Center represents a 
long-term investment in infrastruc-
ture that supports economic devel-
opment, grid resilience and sustain-
able growth in Goodyear and the 
greater Southwest Valley.

Goodyear celebrates opening of 75-megawatt Pluto Energy Storage Center. (James Goldmeer/Inde-
pendent Newsmedia) 

BUSINESS
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Bundling your home and car insurance is super easy with GEICO. Not only could
you save money with a special discount, but you’ll also save time by having all

your coverages in the same place.

John Nix
9515 W Camelback Rd
¡Hablamos Español!

John Nix
9515 W Camelback Rd.

¡Hablamos Español! 602-234-3426

Goodyear council approves plan change 
for master-planned community

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The Goodyear City Council unan-
imously approved a minor amend-
ment to the city’s general plan, ad-
vancing plans for Rio 1900, a large 
master-planned community proposed 
along the Gila River in south Good-
year.

The council adopted a resolution 
changing the land-use designation of 
about 31 acres south of the Gila River 
and west of Cotton Lane from open 
space to neighborhoods. The amend-
ment is tied to the broader rezoning of 
roughly 1,940 acres from the long-ap-
proved King Ranch planned-area 
development to a new development 
known as Rio 1900.

City offi  cials and the developer 
said the change updates a plan fi rst 
approved about two decades ago and 
refl ects current housing needs, infra-

structure and development patterns.
“The city’s diff erent now. Housing 

needs are diff erent now,” said Brian 
Greathouse, an attorney representing 
developer Harvard Investments. “We 
wanted to relaunch this project in a 
way that makes sense for today.”

Rio 1900 would extend from Es-
trella Parkway to roughly 187th Av-
enue and from the Gila River north 
to the Estrella community. The plan 
allows for a mix of housing types, in-
cluding estate homes, single-family 
residences, townhomes and multi-
family housing, with a cap of 1,970 
multifamily units.

Principal Planner Ann Dolmage 
said the new planned-area develop-
ment replaces outdated zoning stan-
dards with a layered land-use ap-
proach designed to provide fl exibility 
while maintaining development lim-

First Watch opens new 
restaurant in GSQ

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

First Watch, a Florida-based 
breakfast and lunch restaurant 
chain, opened a new location 
Jan. 24 in downtown Goodyear 
near Bullard Avenue and Mc-
Dowell Road.

The restaurant offers indoor 
and patio seating and serves 
breakfast, brunch and lunch 
items such as avocado toast, lem-
on ricotta pancakes and freshly 
brewed coffee.

First Watch joins several busi-
nesses that have recently opened 
or announced locations in the 
downtown area, including Trad-

er Joe’s, Dave’s Hot Chicken, 
Over Easy and Banner Health. 
Additional restaurants and re-
tailers are expected to open 
through 2027.

The restaurant operates under 
a daytime-only model, serving 
customers during morning and 
early afternoon hours. The com-
pany currently operates more 
than 600 locations across 32 
states.

First Watch focuses on made-
to-order meals and operates 
kitchens without deep fryers, 
microwaves or heat lamps, ac-
cording to the company.

Visit the restaurant at  1670 N 
Bullard Ave, or  firstwatch.com 
for more information. 

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
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• See Change on page 35
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Family Care Center
Family Care Center opened its fifth Arizo-

na location, providing accessible and compas-
sionate behavioral health care for individuals 
and families in the West Valley.

1616 N. Litchfield Road, Suite 270, Good-
year

House of Honey Coffee
House of Honey Coffee opened its second 

West Valley location, offering pastries, bever-
ages and locally farmed honey to customers.

13778 W. McDowell Road, Goodyear

First Watch
First Watch is now open in GSQ, featuring 

made-to-order meals prepared without deep 
fryers, microwaves or heat lamps, according to 
the company.

1670 N. Bullard Ave., Goodyear

Pluto Energy Storage Center
Developed by NextEra Energy Resourc-

es in collaboration with Arizona Public Ser-
vice, the 75-megawatt battery storage facility 
stores electricity during low-demand periods 
and discharges it during peak use, helping 
meet energy needs during extreme summer 
heat.

16345 W. Commerce Drive, Goodyear

Abrazo Litchfield Medical Building
The 24-bed inpatient rehabilitation hospital 

provides recovery services for patients follow-
ing traumatic injuries, cardiovascular surgery, 
stroke and advanced spine care.

1375 N. Litchfield Road, Goodyear
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Our cancer breakthroughs 
bring hope to millions every year.

Gagandeep “Gaugs” Singh, M.D.
Chief of Surgery and Medical Director of Surgical Operations, 
City of Hope Phoenix

©
 2

0
2

5
 C

it
y

 o
f H

o
p

e

Pursuing cancer cures at the speed of life.
City of Hope’s outcomes exceed national standards. That’s 

groundbreaking science you want on your side. As one of 

the nation’s largest and most advanced cancer research and 

treatment organizations, a cancer-free future is fueled by hope.

Make an appointment now.

cityofhope.org/phoenix
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Litchfi eld Elementary School District earns 
district wide A rating. (Submitted photo/
Sam Nuanez) 

Appeal over 
testing lifts 

Litchfi eld district 
to A rating

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The Litchfi eld Elementary 
School District has been designat-
ed an “A”-rated district a er state 
education offi  cials approved an ap-
peal related to one of its schools.

The Arizona State Board of 
Education voted to approve a let-
ter grade appeal for Rancho Santa 
Fe Elementary School, which re-
sulted in the district’s overall rating 
being raised to an A. The appeal 
cited adverse testing conditions 
during third-grade math assess-
ments caused by a technology er-
ror.

School and district letter grades 
were released by the Arizona De-
partment of Education in late Oc-
tober. Rancho Santa Fe Elementa-
ry initially fell short of an A rating 
by 0.01 points. 

Following a review, the state’s 
Appeals Committee granted the 
appeal and adjusted the school’s 
grade to an A.

With the change, Litchfi eld El-
ementary School District’s overall 
grade improved to an A, with a dis-
trict grade point average of 3.53. 

EDUCATION

Students across Agua Fria District 
walk out in protest

By James Goldmeer 
and Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Students at every high school in the 
Agua Fria Union High School District 
walked out of class as part of a larger, 
student-led protest opposing federal im-
migration enforcement, joining dozens 
of campuses across the Phoenix area in 
a coordinated day of action.

The walkout was tied to a national 
campaign known as “ICE Out of Ev-
erywhere,” which calls people to pro-
test Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment operations and broader federal 
immigration policies.

The campaign originated with Min-
nesota-based Black and Somali stu-
dent organizations in response to fatal 
encounters between Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agents and ci-
vilians and has since spread to schools 
nationwide.

At several Agua Fria campuses, stu-
dents gathered on sidewalks and school 
grounds, holding signs and chanting 
before dispersing later in the day. Some 
students said the walkout was intended 
to draw attention to immigration en-
forcement practices and their impact on 
families and communities.

At Goodyear High School, Jocelyn 
Coronel said she was unsure how the 
walkout would unfold.

“I was a little bit nervous because I 
actually thought the school staff  were 
gonna stop us because they were all 
lined up,” Coronel said. “But eventu-
ally, when people started showing up, I 
felt excited, because I knew it was going 
to be successful.”

For some students, the walkout 
marked their fi rst time participating in 
a protest.

“As soon as I heard about this walk-

out, I talked to my parents about it and 
they told me as long as I’m doing it for 
the right reasons, I’d be OK,” Nevaeh 
Avalos said. “To me I’m doing what’s 
right. I know that everybody’s equal, 
no matter what their immigration status 
is.”

Students from other schools echoed 
similar concerns.

At Millennium High School, En-
rique Hernandez said he hoped the 
walkout would draw attention from 
elected leaders.

“It’s a country made of immigrants. 
We are Americans, we’re all immi-
grants” Hernandez said. “A er today, I 
hope the leaders in our state, and in our 
country, open their eyes and see what’s 
going on is really aff ecting every citizen, 
even if they’re too young to vote.”

Parents and community members 
observed the demonstrations. Judith 
Coronel, a parent of a Goodyear High 
student, said she believed the walkouts 
challenged assumptions about youth 
engagement.

“I think a lot of people have the mis-

conception that the youth doesn’t care 
about what’s going on. So when they 
do things like this, it really does send 
a message,” said Coronel. “(Our kids) 
have something important to say, and 
they can make an impact starting now.”

The Agua Fria Union High School 
District said it was aware of the walk-
outs and coordinated with local law 
enforcement agencies to prioritize stu-
dent safety. District offi  cials empha-
sized that the demonstrations were not 
school-sponsored events.

Students who le  class were marked 
absent under standard attendance pol-
icies, and those who le  campus re-
ceived unexcused absences.

More than 30 high schools across the 
Valley participated, including all Agua 
Fria district campuses: Canyon View, 
Desert Edge, Goodyear, Millennium 
and Verrado high schools.

As demonstrations connected to the 
national campaign unfold across Arizo-
na, school offi  cials and law enforcement 

Millenium High School students protest federal immigration policies. (James Goldmeer/Independent 
Newsmedia) 

• See Protest on page 16
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
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Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate
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FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.
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EDUCATION
Liberty district reports cost savings, heat-related challenges from electric buses

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Liberty Elementary School District 
offi  cials presented operational data 
showing fuel and maintenance savings 
from the district’s electric school bus 
fl eet, while also outlining challenges 
tied to charging infrastructure in ex-
treme heat.

The district received 13 electric 
buses through the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Clean School Bus 
Awards, part of roughly $40 million 
from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
being invested in clean school buses 
across Arizona. 

According to data presented, Lib-
erty’s fuel costs dropped sharply a er 
transitioning part of its fl eet to electric 
buses. From July 1 to Dec. 31, 2024, 
the district spent $60,283.76 on fuel. 
During the same period in 2025, fuel 
spending fell to $20,038.72, a reduction 
of $40,245.04.

Electricity costs for charging the 
buses totaled $27,285.46 over the same 
timeframe, resulting in a net savings of 
$12,959.58. The presentation noted 
that electricity costs could potentially 
be reduced by an additional 10% to 

20% through optimized charging strat-
egies, including demand limiting and 
scheduled charging.

Spending on bus parts also declined. 
The district reported $16,293.60 in 
parts costs from July through Decem-
ber 2024, compared with $11,424.87 
during the same months in 2025, a sav-
ings of $4,868.73.

Maintenance and service costs re-
mained relatively fl at. Service expens-
es increased slightly from $2,239.36 
in late 2024 to $2,314.80 in late 2025. 
The district reported no in-house main-

tenance costs for electric buses at this 
time because all vehicles remain under 
warranty. A er warranty coverage ex-
pires, maintenance will need to be per-
formed by the bus vendor unless district 
mechanics obtain high-voltage certifi -
cation.

The presentation also identifi ed 
charging infrastructure as the dis-
trict’s primary operational challenge. 
Charging stations installed without 
overhead cover experienced overheat-
ing during periods of extreme heat, pre-
venting buses from charging properly 

and generating fault codes that required 
service intervention. Three chargers 
have already been replaced under war-
ranty, and one additional replacement 
is pending. District offi  cials reported no 
new charging issues since temperatures 
have cooled.

Liberty is among several West Val-
ley districts that received electric buses 
through the federal program. Tolleson 
Union Elementary School District in 
Tolleson received two buses. Tolleson 
Union High School District received 
15 buses. Agua Fria High School Dis-
trict, which serves Goodyear, Buckeye 
and Avondale, received six buses.

The EPA’s Clean School Bus Pro-
gram is funded at $5 billion nationwide 
over fi ve years, from fi scal 2022 through 
2026, to help replace older diesel buses 
with zero-emission and low-emission 
vehicles. The agency stated the pro-
gram is intended to reduce diesel ex-
haust exposure, lower greenhouse gas 
emissions and provide long-term cost 
savings for school districts.

The EPA also announced it is re-
viewing and revamping the program 
under President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministrative direction. 

Liberty district reports cost savings from electric buses. (Submitted photo/ Metro Creative Connection) 

agencies said their focus remained on 
safety, peaceful assembly and commu-
nication with families and communities.

Nearly 300 Canyon View High 
School students took part in the pro-
test Friday, walking more than two 
miles from the Waddell High School 
south along Perryville Road, then 
west along Camelback Road until the 
pavement ended.

Two groups that le  the campus 
around 10:15 a.m. joined up at about 
193rd Aveue ad Camelback to chant 

slogans anti-ICE and pro-unity slo-
gans. Cards passing by honked horns 
and yelled in support, or disapproval, 
to the students.

The morning remained peaceful. 
Four or fi ve local parents supported 
the students, passing out water and 
snacks.

“It defi nitely raises our spirits when 
cars honk,” sophomore Olivia Pope-
joy said. “When I see people with 
signs I think, ‘these people are family. 
They believe the same things we do.’”

Popejoy, one of the student or-
ganizers said the group was heading 
south toward Indian School road, 
where it would meet up with student 

protesters from nearby Verrado High.
ICE is not an abstract concept to 

the kids, even at the far end of the 
West Valley. Students said the ICE 
agents have bee in Waddell neighbor-
hoods.

Canyon View is a diverse campus, 
with 45% of the student population 
being Hispanic, 37% White and 10%  
African-American, according to a 
2025 U.S. News and World Report 
study.

“ICE has been coming up around 
some of these guys’ neighborhoods,” 
said a freshman boy who asked not to 
be named. “ICE has been disrespect-
ful and not honest. They need to get 

the hell away from people like us.”
Students around the district found 

kindred spirits. As Popejoy said, Ver-
rado is one of Canyon View’s biggest 
rivals on the athletic fi elds, but the 
Agua Fria students feel more like a 
family,  fi ghting for their friends.

She said at the start of the week, 
Canyon View students saw that Mil-
lennium was planning a protest and a 
group chat evolved that included kids 
from all six Agua Fria schools.

“Our campus is a family. There’s 
not a lot of bullying,” Popejoy said. 
“We’re very diverse and we care 
about others. We’re willing to show up 
and fi ght for what’s right.”

Protest
• From page 14
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WWednesday, February 18, 2026
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Main Guard Gate • 15872 W. Clubhouse Dr., Goodyear
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We specialize in 
Clinical Trials

Check our website for 
upcoming studies

14506 W. Granite Valley Dr., Sun City West, AZ
623-223-1580 • criofaz.com

Learn more at ArchWellHealth.com 
or call (480) 870-7133.

Stay active. Stay connected. After age 60, it’s critical 
to have a primary care team that understands your 
health. That’s why ArchWell Health centers host activities 
designed to keep you moving and meeting new people.   

Primary Care for Phoenicians Age 60+

Is staying active your next move?
We’re with you.

See Us At The Senior Expo
1850 W Rio Salado Parkway, Tempe, AZ 852811850 W Rio Salado Parkway, Tempe, AZ 85251

wellcare.com

Get local help with your Medicare questions.

Sharon Williams  
Licensed Sales Agent 
602-615-9638, TTY 711  
smbk.williams@gmail.com
myuhcagent.com/sharon.williams

I’m Sharon Williams, a licensed sales agent in Arizona. 
When it comes to Medicare, it’s important to consider all of 
your options. What works well for your neighbor may not be 

It’s time to take advantage.

Proudly Serving  
Maricopa County

14537 W. Indian School Rd., #700, Goodyear, AZ 85395
14506 W. Granite Valley Dr., #205, Sun City West, AZ 85375

13943 N. 91st St., #C-101, Peoria, AZ 85381
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Our cancer breakthroughs 
bring hope to millions every year.

Gagandeep “Gaugs” Singh, M.D.
Chief of Surgery and Medical Director of Surgical Operations, 
City of Hope Phoenix
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Pursuing cancer cures at the speed of life.
City of Hope’s outcomes exceed national standards. That’s 

groundbreaking science you want on your side. As one of 

the nation’s largest and most advanced cancer research and 

treatment organizations, a cancer-free future is fueled by hope.

Make an appointment now.

cityofhope.org/phoenix
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Sign up at 
the expo for 

FREE HVAC Tune Up & 
Whole Home 

Plumbing Inspection

602-962-2817

Come See us at the 
S  Senior Expo
Come See us at the 
Pebble Creek Expo

602-863-4203www.AscentAudiologyArizona.com

• Ear Cleaning 
• Balance Testing 
• Hearing Aid Selection and Fitting 
• Tinnitus Testing 
• Hearing Aid Repair and Service
• Hearing Tests

Accepts Most Insurances

SERVICES:

Glendale:

5750 W Thunderbird Rd F-600

Glendale, AZ 85306

Goodyear:

3090 N Litchfield Rd, Ste 110

Goodyear, AZ 85395

Sun City:

14814 N Del Webb Blvd.

Sun City, AZ 85351

Surprise East:

12361 W Bola Dr, Ste 108

Surprise, AZ 85378

Surprise: Inside Oasis ENT:

14877 W Bell Rd, Ste 101

Surprise, AZ 85374

Surprise West:

14973 W Bell Rd, Ste 150

Surprise, AZ 85374

Drop by one of our 6 convenient locations
Find out moreScan QR Code

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

ROC 295792

Plus free safety feature

BEFORE AFTER

Luxury Bath
is Your Only Choice for Remodeling

$1000 Off!

HomeConceptsCustomRemodeling.com

Age, gender and activity lev-
els affect how much calories the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services advises aging 
individuals to consume each day.

According to DHHS guide-
lines, sedentary men ages 61 and 
older should consume roughly 
2,000 calories per day. 

Moderately active men be-
tween the ages of 61 and 65 are 
advised to consume 2,400 calo-
ries per day, while men at that 
activity level age 66 and older 
are urged to consume roughly 
2,200 calories per day.

DHHS recommendations in-
dicate active men between the 
ages of 61 and 75 should con-
sume 2,600 calories per day, 
while those 76 and up should 
reduce that consumption to 

2,400 calories per day. Women’s 
recommended calorie intake is 
significantly lower, as DHHS 
guidelines advise sedentary 
women age 61 and older to con-
sume 1,600 calories per day. 

Women 61 and older who 
engage in moderate physical 
activity each day are urged to 
consume 1,800 calories per 
day, a recommendation that 
increases to 2,000 calories per 
day for those in the same age 
group who live a physically ac-
tive lifestyle. 

It’s important to note that 
these recommendations are just 
guidelines, and seniors should 
consult a physician familiar with 
their medical history for more 
personal recommendations re-
garding calorie consumption.

Did you know?
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Discover SCAN Health Plan®

• Profits go back to what matters, your health.
• We’re a nonprofit plan built to put members first. 
• With nearly 50 years of experience in senior care, you can count on us. 
• Local experts are here to fight for your needs. 
• Extras beyond Original Medicare to give you 

real value and help you live life on your terms. 
• Our team is ready to support your journey 

every step of the way. 

Call SCAN Today

Daring to Care 
differently since 1977

(833) 782-2082  (TTY: 711)
Calling this number will connect you to 
a licensed insurance agent/broker.

Visit us at
scanhealthplan.com

GET INSPIRED AT MWWD.com

Windows and Doors 
Custom Crafted for 
Your Vision

Call (480) 404-8161 for your FREE window and door diagnosis

Medicare Plans That Celebrate You!

GSwitzer@ahcusa.com
AlignmentHealth.com

Ginger Switzer
Community Outreach Representative

602-858-6710

Ginger Higginbotham
Ghigginbotham@ahcusa.com

*On approved credit. No interest if paid in full before the promotional period ends. Minimum purchase of 3 windows required for window projects. 
Not applicable for projects involving insurance claims. Cannot be combined with other offers. Must book appointment by 12/31/26 to be eligible.

(480) 637-5384

623-876-0317

15440 N 99th Avenue, Suite 17  
Sun City, AZ 85351 
623-977-0506

Schedule a Free Hearing 
Screening today! Visit us online at AudioNova.com

12301 W Bell Road, Suite B-104  
Surprise, AZ 85378 
623-876-0317
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THE SMART CHOICE
SAVE 75% OR MORE ON FUNERAL FEES
Cremation costs will continue to rise. When you pre-plan 
with Smart Cremation, you lock in today’s price for cremation 
services and never have to worry about hidden or rising costs.

Call 480-374-9742 or visit SmartCremation.com 
to receive a FREE Planning Guide.

The smarter way 
to shop...

• Medicare Advantage 

• Medicare  
Supplement Plans

• Medicare Prescription 
Drug Plans

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state. Sales agents may be 
compensated based on enrollment. No obligation to enroll. ©2023 HealthMarkets  48788a-HM-0623

Licensed Insurance Agent 

100 years ago this month: historical 
events from February 1926

The month of February has been 
home to many historical events over 
the years. Here’s a look at some that 
helped to shape the world in February 
1926: 

• The fi rst theater production of 
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 1925 novel The 
Great Gatsby premieres at the Ambas-
sador Theater on Broadway on Feb. 2. 
Veteran stage actor James Rennie stars 
as the titular character.

• The National League holds a ban-
quet at the Hotel Astor in New York 
City on Feb. 2 to celebrate the baseball 
league’s fi  ieth anniversary.

• An explosion at a mine operated by 
the Pittsburgh Terminal Coal Compa-
ny kills 20 miners in Horning, Pennsyl-
vania, on Feb. 3.

• Colonel Francisco Franco is pro-
moted to the rank of Brigadier General 
in the Spanish Army on Feb. 3. Just 33 
years old, General Franco, the future 
dictator of Spain, becomes the young-
est general in Europe upon being pro-
moted.

• Terrorists attack a train traveling 
from Moscow to Riga, Latvia, on Feb. 
5. The attackers were attempting to 
steal a diplomatic pouch, and courier 
Theodor Nette loses his life a er being 
shot in the head. 

• The grave of Mexican revolution-
ary Pancho Villa is raided on Feb. 6. 
Villa’s skull is stolen during the raid and 
its present location remains a mystery. 

• Historian Carter G. Woodson ini-
tiates ‘Negro History Week’ on Feb. 
7. The event serves as a precursor to 
Black History Month.

• The Plough and the Stars, Irish 
writer Sean O’Casey’s four-act play 
about the 1916 Easter Rising, opens 
at the Abbey Theatre in Dublin on 
Feb. 8. The play upsets some audience 
members and ultimately leads to angry 
protests in the theatre and riots outside 
of it.

• A fi ling with the League of Nations 
offi  cially recognizes the border be-
tween the Republic of Ireland and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland on Feb. 8. 

• President Plutarco Elías Calles 
nationalizes all property of the Ro-
man Catholic Church in Mexico on 
Feb. 11. Just two days later, President 
Calles’s adminstration orders all Cath-
olic schools in Mexico to close.

• On Feb. 12, Irish Minister for Jus-
tice Kevin O’Higgins appoints mem-
bers to the Committee on Evil Liter-
ature. The committee is tasked with 
looking into censorship of printed mat-
ter in response to growing public pres-
sure insisting that materials considered 

• See 1926 on page 23
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If you’re recovering from a disabling injury or illness, where

At ClearSky Avondale, our highly trained team, state-of-the-art 
facility, physician-led services, and integrative approach focus 
solely on treating patients experiencing:
•  Strokes
•
  

Brain injuries
•
  

Spinal injuries
•  Parkinson’s disease
•
  

Multiple sclerosis
•  Other medically-complex conditions

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please Call
623.404.4417

Choose ClearSky Rehabilitation Hospital of Avondale

SUCCESSFUL REHABILITATIONIt ’s by choice.ISN’T BY CHANCE.

    ClearSkyHealth.com/Avondale
P 623.404.4417 | F 623.404.4416 | 10903 W. McDowell Road, Avondale, AZ 85392 |

Thank you to the Independent Newsmedia readers for choosing us as your

Implants
(includes crown)

1,900$

Crowns
$275
$475

Root
Canal
$475

Your Smile Powers Our Success!

Amazing Dental Care Provides:
•

•

•

•

•

Los Algodones is the dental mecca of North America.

480-332-0774

We Cover Your Ugly
Durable Concrete Coatings & 
Home Remodeling Made Easy

Call us at 
(623) 432-7508 

to schedule a consultation

Kitchens & Baths
Patios, Decks & Porches

Pools & Pool Decking
and More!

DRY EYE RELIEF IS HERE!

Brent Wilson, OD, • Brayden Lundquist, OD , FAAO, FSLS • Tyler Mullen, OD • Michael Furey, OD • Dean Mallory, OD • Catherine Furey, OD
Optometrists

WEST VALLEY VISION CENTER
Call or Text: (623) 932-2020 • www.westvalleyvision.com • 2580 N. Litchfield Road, Goodyear, AZ 85395

• Reduce inflammation and 
irritation

• Improve tear production

• Stimulate collagen production
• Diminish appearance of 

wrinkles around the eyes

BENEFITS OF TREATMENT:
Now Offering Intense Pulsed Light Therapy and Low Level Light Therapy

obscene are corrupting public morals or 
liable to do so.

• The National Socialist German 
Workers’ Party approves a motion to 
recognize Adolf Hitler as the sole and 
absolute authority within the party on 
Feb. 14.

• The Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey approves the Turkish Civil 
Code on Feb. 17. The code acknowl-
edges women are entitled to the same 
rights as men, though it would be an-
other eight years before Turkish wom-
en are granted the right to vote.

• On Feb. 18, the French auto manu-
facturer Citroën opens a factory in Brit-
ain that would eventually prove capa-
ble of manufacturing 200 cars per day. 

• A pastoral letter read in all Cath-
olic churches in Austria on Feb. 21 
denounces mixed bathing, rhythmic 
dancing and immodest sports attire as 
“un-Christian.”

• On Feb. 23, United States President 
Calvin Coolidge expresses his opposi-
tion to former general Billy Mitchell’s 
assertion that the country needs a large 
air force. President Coolidge disagrees 
with the suggestion on the grounds it 
would make the country militaristic and 
contribute to an arms race. 

• Leon Collet is killed when the 
French pilot attempts to fl y under the 
arch of the Eiff el Towel on Feb. 24. 

• Black boxer Tiger Flowers defeats 
his white opponent, Harry Greb, to 
win the World Middleweight Title at 
Madison Square Garden in New York 
City on Feb. 26.

1926
• From page 22

 Moderate-intensity physical activity 
gets the heart pumping, but only around 
one in fi ve adults and teens get enough 
exercise to maintain good health, says 
the American Heart Association. 

It may be because people are hav-
ing diffi  culty fi guring out what consti-
tutes moderate-intensity activity. Here 
are some types of activities considered 
moderate-intensity.

• Walking very briskly (roughly four 
miles per hour).

• Heavy cleaning, like washing win-

dows, vacuuming and mopping.
• Mowing the lawn with a power 

mower.
• Bicycling with light eff ort (10 to 12 

miles per hour).
• Playing recreational badminton.
• Playing doubles tennis.
• Slow dancing.
• Shooting a basketball.
• Water aerobics.
• Playing volleyball.
• Heavy gardening.
• Painting and decorating. 

Moderate-intensity activities 
that can improve overall health
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senior exposenior expo

Your Gateway to 
Wellness & Fun at 

Tuscany Falls Clubhouse
16222 Clubhouse Dr., 

Goodyear
Main Guard Gate

15872 W. Clubhouse Dr., 
Goodyear

Guard will direct you to the event.

INDEPENDENT
LITCHFIELD PARK/GOODYEAR

Alignment Health Plan
Amazing Dental
Apex Home Repair 
Remodeling
Archwell Health
Arizona Broadway 
Theatre
Arizona Relay Service
Ascent Audiology
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Cooling
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West Valley Vision Center
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Tuscany Falls Ballroom at Pebble Creek
16222 Clubhouse Drive, Goodyear, AZ 85395

Doors Open at 10:30am - 2:30pm

Jan Cleere is known for her historical nonfiction books and her monthly column 
“Western Women” in the Arizona Daily Star. She writes extensively about the people 
who first settled in the desert southwest and the legends and tales of the Old West 
that she discovered.

Discover Brenda Whiteside and her romantic suspense and cozy mystery novels, 
inspired by her travels and chocolate martinis. Filled with adventure and suspense, 
thrills, sensual pleasures and laugh-out-loud fun. She writes children’s books under 
the pen name Brenda Sue with Sadie Belle, her granddaughter.

P.E.O. is a philanthropic organization where women celebrate the advancement of women, educate women through scholarships, grants, loans and stewardship of Cottey Colley and motivate women to 
achieve their highest aspirations. P.E.O. chapters support the educational and charitable funds of the P.E.O. Sisterhood but are not classified as charitable by the IRS. Therefore, donations to individual 
chapters do not meet the IRS requirements for charitable income tax deduction. P.E.O. shall not be liable in any way for any goods and services supplied by third-party vendors or public establishments.

Arizona P.E.O. Chapter DM
Invites you to join us on

Saturday, March 21, 2026
13th Annual Books 'n Lunch Fundraiser

STUCK ON BOOKS
Featuring 

Award Winning Arizona Authors 
Jan Cleere and Brenda Whiteside

Reservations: $35/per person.    Deadline: March 10, 2026
For reservations make checks payable to: Chapter DM Mail to Dee Sussman,

3992 N. 164th Drive, Goodyear, AZ, 85395
~ Luncheon is Open to the Public  ~ TELL YOUR FRIENDS

URGENT 
“Call Now 

For Tickets”

SSILENTILENT A AUCTIONUCTIONEEXTRAVAGANZAXTRAVAGANZA•• Thomas Kinkade Picture Thomas Kinkade Picture•• Telescope Telescope•• Collectible Huichol Collectible HuicholBeaded Jaguar HeadBeaded Jaguar Head
To Name A Few!To Name A Few!



By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Change is the only constant in high 
level basketball.

Millennium senior Camer-
on Holmes watched older brother 
DaRon Holmes struggle for half his 
senior year at Montverde Academy in 
Florida a er leaving the Tigers. Cam-
eron fi led it away and decided to stay 
with the Tigers as a senior despite be-
ing a national top 40 player.

Then the coach he grew up with 
since third grade, Ty Amundsen, de-
cided to leave for an assistant coach-
ing job at Arizona State one week 
before school started. Holmes stayed 
home and is the leader of the No. 8 
ranked high school team in the coun-

try.
“It was defi nitely diffi  cult los-

ing my coach. He’s been my coach 
since third grade. I was a little down 
but I couldn’t dwell on it too much. 
He found his new home. I stayed at 
home,” Holmes said. “When Coach 
Rich came down and I decided I was 
going to stay. Coach Rich wants the 
absolute best for me. He’s pushed the 
crap out of me this season and pushed 
me to my full potential.”

Coach Rich is Richard Thornton, 
a former assistant coach at Bishop 
Gorman High School and the head of 
the Vegas Elite Nike EYBL program 
in the summer.

Millennium hired Thornton in ear-
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SPORTS

Cam Holmes stays home 
for Tigers’ title drive

Millennium basketball senior and University of Arizona commit Cameron Holmes hugs and high fi ves 
fi fth-grade students at Mabel Padgett Elementary School in Goodyear Jan. 20. He talked to the stu-
dents about the importance of academics and balancing multiple things as a student-athlete. (Millen-
nium Basketball on Instagram)

• See Holmes on page 27

BOYS BASKETBALL



ly August and improbably, he fi nal-
ly had a chance to coach a Holmes 
brother — a er years of courting 
DaRon, then Cameron, for Vegas 
Elite.

“I had to move here to fi nally get 
to coach him,” Thornton said with a 
smile.

Holmes’ ties to Millennium run 
deep.

He grew up on the court with the 
Tigers’ class of 2025, playing with 
most of them since third or fourth 
grade.

For his fi rst three years of high 
school, Holmes traveled across the 
country with them and battled for the 
big trophy at home.

“That was amazing. Those are my 
best friends. We traveled. We went 
to the City of Palms and went to 

Bass Pro — all those tournaments,” 
Holmes said. Playing with them like 
that was amazing. My boys Quincy, 
Kingston and JT all went on to bigger 
things at the college level. I miss Dar-
ius. I miss my guys. It was amazing 
playing with them.”

DaRon’s senior year informed 
Cameron when he started looking at 
what to do his senior season. DaRon 
had a fun last month or two of his se-
nior season a er transferring to Com-
pass Prep in Chandler, but was stuck 
to the bench at Montverde behind 
Jalen Duren, who was just named to 
his fi rst NBA All-Star Team.

“The fi rst thing he told me is that 
not everything is going to work out. 
He stayed here at Tiger Nation for 
three years and didn’t get the state 
championship. But he tried to reach 
for a bigger level,” Holmes said. 
“When he was going trough all that 
as a senior, I was in seventh grade. I 
was still a kid. He told me to take my 

time through the whole process and 
don’t overthink the decision.”

The Holmes made the decision as 
a family. Daron recommended that 
Cameron stay at Millennium and 
battle through the hard times.

Adan Diggs, a 6-4 sophomore 
guard ranked in the top 10 nationally 
for the 2028 class, decided to trans-
fer in from Gilbert Williams Field in 
June.

“I knew I could fi nd a home some-
where else. That’s life, sometimes. 
But my mom working here and my 
grandma working here, I kind of 
wanted to stay for them and make 
them proud. Adan came over and 
helped me out, being a duo. He’s 
such a great guy. He came in and got 
right to work,” Holmes said.

School already in session when 
Thornton was hired. He could not 
move to the Valley until two weeks 
later.

Millennium’s players all decided 

to stay and he got straight to work. 
Sophomore forward Trey McK-
inney, a top 75 player in his class, 
joined Thornton in moving in from 
Bishop Gorman.

Thornton said Holmes is the focal 
point, with his energy, work ethic 
and leadership.

“He’s really easy to work with 
and a great teammate. He embraced 
all of the incoming guys and me as a 
coach,” Thornton said. “He’s still the 
leader of this team.”

Phoenix Desert Vista transfer for-
ward D.J. Spencer sat out the fi rst 
half of his junior season and is now 
eligible.

Thornton has done a great job im-
plementing sets and setting up ways 
for all fi ve starters to get an opportu-
nity, Holmes said.

“We all want to see each other win. 
We’re all trying to reach the same 
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Free Estimates! • www.MakeMyDoor.com
9008 N. 99th Ave. 9008 N. 99th Ave. •• Sun City  Sun City •• 623-915-7777623-915-7777

99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only
Residential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORAResidential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORA

Located In Sun City For Over 26 Located In Sun City For Over 26 YearsYears!!

THE WEST VALLEY’S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM!

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY!

Garage Door Tune-Up
Tighten hinges, lube and/or adjust

door springs and opener.
Includes 16 point safety inspection.

$75
VALENTINE SERVICE SPECIAL

Must present coupon. Can’t combine 
with other advertised offers. Prices 
subject to change after 2/28/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 2/28/26.

$200 OFF
Any Steel-backed Insulated 

16’ x 7’ Garage Door

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

$449NOW 
ONLY!

Plus Tax &
Installation

Model 2220L-7’ DC

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 2/28/26.

16 x 7 Garage Doors
$1899

Includes removing existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 2/28/26.

Installed.
Plus tax.

Starting
at

Holmes
• From page 26

• See Tigers on page 28

SPORTS
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V E T E R A N  A DVO CACY

• New and Original Claims
• Increase Claims
• Supplemental Claims
• Higher-Level Reviews
• Proposed Reductions
• Clear and Unmistakable Errors (CUE)
• Board of Veterans Appeals Notice of Disagreements

Let Lang’s Legal fi ght for the 
benefi ts you’ve earned!

Reach out today to get started.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A 
FREE VA CASE EVALUATION

13991 W Grand Ave, Suite 100 | Surprise, AZ 85374 | (480) 219-2101

MATTHEW LANG
who is an accredited 
VA attorney, retired 

army combat veteran 
and former VA 

employee who spent 
more than 13 years 
federal service in 

multiple VA offi  ces in 
various positions.

V E T E R A N  L A N G

VETERANLANG.COM

EMPATHETIC & UNDERSTANDING
FLEXIBLE COST STRUCTURES

DEDICATED TO VETERANS’ RIGHTS

level — that’s the NBA of course. All 
of us can go get a bucket when we 
want. Now it’s about how we get those 
bucket, how we are making plays and 
passing,” Holmes said.

Holmes committed to Arizona in 
November, choosing the Wildcats over 
Dayton — DaRon’s school — and 
North Carolina.

He said coach Tommy Lloyd con-
trols practice and the assistants are 
locked in.

“It really just came down to my 
skill set. I can fi t in with the team and 
coaching staff . I felt like Arizona gave 
me the best option to fi t with the team,” 
Holmes said. “I went down for the visit 
and watched one of the practices. One 
of the things that stuck with me is that 
they don’t condition. They don’t run 
so the way they condition is to play 
fi ve-on-fi ve. They simulate game con-
ditions.”

Arizona freshmen Koa Peat and 
Brayden Burries have played major 
roles in the Wildcats undefeated sea-
son.

But there are talented players 
throughout the program. Holmes said 
he wants to work to earn playing time.

Peat graduated from Gilbert Perry 
a er winning the last four big division 
state titles. Now Arizona has two na-
tional MaxPreps teams in the top 10, 
and they’re Peat’s top two challengers, 
Phoenix Sunnyslope and Millennium. 

Sunnyslope is ranked No. 3 nation-
ally and is lead by junior center Darius 
Wabbington, senior guard Rider Por-
tela and junior guard Delton Prescott. 
The Vikings held off  the Tigers 61-57 
on Jan. 21 and they play again Feb. 10 
at Millennium.

“Sunnyslope has a great program 
and a great coach. That’s a tough en-
vironment to play in,” Holmes said. “I 
feel like we did really well. We were 

fouling a lot and had some costly of 
turnovers. We looked at the fi lm and 
saw so much we could get better at.”

The competition has never been 
tougher but Cameron Holmes wants 
to bring a title back home a er near 
misses by DaRon in 2019 (Gilbert) and 
2020 (Ironwood) and his own 5A title 
game loss in 2023 (to Campo Verde) 
and a 71-67 loss in a classic Open Divi-
sion fi nal with Perry in 2025.

“That would mean the world to 
me. I feel like I’ve been through a lot,” 
Holmes said. “Me and (fellow senior) 
Dylan (Coday) have been through 
a lot. It makes me want to push for it 
more. I want to be the one holding up 
that trophy at the end of the year. ”

SPORTS

Millennium senior wing Cameron Holmes winds 
up for a dunk during a season-opening win over 
Tempe Corona del Sol on Nov. 20. (For Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/Courtesy Mason Norris)

Tigers
• From page 27
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IF IT’S NOT

IT’S NOT
10 OZ RIBEYE

& SHRIMP
$36.99

SAT. 2/14 @ 7 PM
GUARANTEED 2K

PAYOUT!

DILLON’S WTR (RANCH)
37839 W. GRAND AVE

MORRISTOWN AZ
623.388.2000

DILLON’S @ THE ZOO
16335 W NORTHERN AVE

LITCHFIELD PARK, AZ
623.535.4249

DILLON’S ARROWHEAD
20585 N 59TH AVE

GLENDALE, AZ
623.566.8100

DILLON’S BAYOU
PLEASANT HARBOR MARINA

40202 N 87TH AVE
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MAKE YOUR
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TODAY!
LAYLA

TUCKER
SAT, 2./14
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(SPECIAL VALID 2/13/26 - 2/15/26 NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR DISCOUNTS)

ENTERTAINMENT

Route 66 history comes alive at Goodyear arts talk ahead of centennial
By James Goldmeer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

As Route 66 approaches its 100th 
anniversary in 2026, Arizona au-
thor and travel writer Roger Naylor 
took a packed audience on a journey 
through the history, culture and en-
during appeal of the iconic highway 
during a recent Goodyear Arts & 
Culture Commission event.

Naylor headlined the relaunch 
of the city’s rebranded A er Hours 
Art Talk series, drawing a larg-
er-than-usual crowd to a 90-minute 
presentation that blended history, 
humor and personal storytelling. The 
event  marked Naylor’s return to the 
series a er a previous well-attended 
appearance two years ago.

Route 66, o en called the “Moth-

Lightning lights up clouds above The Wigwam motel in Holbrook. (Steve Chernek/Independent Newsmedia)• See Talk on page 30
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er Road,” was offi  cially established 
on Nov. 11, 1926, stretching rough-
ly 2,400 miles from Chicago to Los 
Angeles.

Naylor traced its evolution from a 
vital commercial route and economic 
engine for small towns to a power-
ful symbol of hope during the Great 
Depression, when families fl eeing the 
Dust Bowl traveled west in search of 
opportunity.

“Route 66 was designed to con-
nect communities,” Naylor said.

He detailed how its winding path 
intentionally passed through small 
towns, earning it the nickname “the 
Main Street of America.”

Arizona, he said, plays a central 
role in the highway’s story. The 
state is home to the longest remain-
ing drivable stretch of Route 66, the 
highest elevation along the route, 
the steepest grade, and the only 
national park the road ever passed 
through, Petrified Forest National 
Park.

Naylor explained how the high-
way became fully paved by 1938, 
thanks in part to New Deal programs 
such as the Civilian Conservation 
Corps. During World War II, Route 
66 again proved essential, serving as 
a major artery for troop movements, 
equipment and access to military 
installations across the Southwest. 
The postwar years marked Route 
66’s golden era. From the mid-1940s 
through the early 1970s, the road de-
fi ned the American road trip, giving 
rise to motels, diners, neon signs and 
roadside attractions designed to lure 
travelers off  the pavement.

“That’s where everything we know 
about road trips comes from,” Naylor 
said, pointing to Arizona landmarks 
such as the Wigwam Motel in Hol-
brook, the Jack Rabbit Trading Post 
near Joseph City, and the “Standin’ 
on the Corner” site in Winslow, in-

spired by the Eagles’ hit song “Take 
It Easy.”

But the highway’s fortunes 
changed with the rise of the interstate 
system.

The Federal-Aid Highway Act 
of 1956 led to the construction of 
faster, limited-access highways that 
bypassed many Route 66 towns. 
Williams became the last Arizona 
community bypassed in 1984, and by 
1985, Route 66 was offi  cially decom-
missioned.

Naylor credited the road’s reviv-
al to grassroots preservation eff orts, 
particularly those led by Angel Del-
gadillo of Seligman, o en called the 

“Father of Route 66.”
In 1987, Delgadillo 

helped form the Histor-
ic Route 66 Association 
of Arizona, the fi rst or-
ganization of its kind, 
which successfully lob-
bied to have portions of 

the old highway designated as Histor-
ic Route 66.

“That movement started here,” 
Naylor said. “Arizona provided the 
blueprint that every other state fol-
lowed.”

Today, Route 66 attracts visitors 
from around the world, with inter-
national travelers accounting for a 
majority of tourism along the road. 
Naylor emphasized the importance of 
supporting locally owned businesses 
that continue to keep the highway’s 
spirit alive.

Throughout the talk, Naylor also 
highlighted stories featured in his 
book, “Route 66 Road Trip,” which 
serves as both a cultural history and 
travel guide, spotlighting restaurants, 
motels and attractions along the Ari-
zona stretch.

“Road trips reconnect us to place,” 
he said. “They remind us that the 
journey itself still matters.”

The A er Hours Art Talk series 
continues as part of Goodyear’s on-
going arts and culture programming. 

Talk
• From page 29

Roger Naylor
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Vision & Sound brings art, music and community to Goodyear
By James Goldmeer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

“Vision & Sound: An African 
American Experience” returend to 
Goodyear, bringing months of free art 
exhibitions, live music and hands-on 
creative experiences to the heart of the 
city as part of a statewide initiative cele-
brating Black artists across Arizona.

Hosted at the Georgia T. Lord Li-
brary through March 31, the Goodyear 
exhibition features the work of 10 Black 
artists from across the state: Antoinette 
Cauley, Jacqueline Chanda, Randiesia 
Fletcher, Chas Frisco, Khandra How-
ard, Jenita Landrum, Isse Maloi, Philip 
Gabriel Steverson, Maxx Valentine and 
George Welch.

The exhibition explores themes of 
identity, resilience and cultural lega-
cy through painting, mixed media and 
contemporary visual practices.

“‘Vision & Sound’ is about creating 
access and visibility while celebrating 

Black creativity in spaces where the 
community already gathers,” said Julie 
Richard, CEO of Sedona Arts Center, 
which now leads the program state-
wide. “Libraries like Goodyear’s are 
powerful places for shared learning, dia-
logue and connection.”

Partnering with “Vision & Sound,” 
Goodyear’s “Jazz in the Park” trans-
formed the lawn in front of city hall into 
a outdoor arts venue, blending live jazz 
performances by Black musicians with 
food trucks, artisan vendors and a beer 
and wine garden. 

“We’re here for the music, the art-
ists. We’re celebrating Black history 
as it’s being made,” said Dalton Attig, 
Goodyear recreation programmer at 
last year’s event.

In previous years, Jazz in the Park 
has drawn crowds that fi lled the green 
space with picnic blankets, strollers and 
neighbors gathering together. “The 
event defi nitely feels bigger each year. 
When more people come out, there’s 
something exciting in the air.”

Beyond the music, Jazz in the Park 
off ered interactive art activations where 
attendees can create alongside profes-
sional artists featured in the Goodyear 
Library Fine Art Show.

Families took home collaborative 
artworks, contribute to a large commu-
nity portrait and experience the cre-
ative process fi rsthand. The “Vision & 
Sound” Fine Art Show remains on dis-
play inside the Georgia T. Lord Library 
through March 31. 

Lisa Hightower and her band perform at the Goodyear Jazz in the Park event. (James Goldmeer/ Inde-
pendent Newsmedia) 
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You Can Live Without Foot Pain
For many, foot and joint pain have 

quietly become “normal.” Achy 
heels, sore arches, knee discom-

dismissed as part of getting older or 
heavier (or both). But the truth is 
simple and encouraging: you don’t 
have to live with foot pain. With the 
right support under and around your 
feet, comfort and mobility are abso-
lutely within reach.

Your feet are your foundation. 
They support your entire body and 

move through the world. When your 
feet aren’t properly supported, your 

foot pain and misalignment that can 

even your back. Over time, this strain 
can turn everyday activities into un-

c o m f o r t a b l e 
chores rather 
than enjoyable 
moments.

That’s where 
Foot Solu-
tions real cus-
tom orthotics 
and supportive 
footwear make 
a powerful dif-
ference. Unlike 

generic insoles, Foot Solutions cus-
tom orthotics are designed by ex-

structure, your movement patterns, 
and your lifestyle. When combined 
with the right shoes, they help restore 
proper alignment, absorb shock, and 
distribute pressure more evenly with 
every step you take. 

Foot Solutions custom orthotics 
are as advanced as they are precise. 
A caring expert begins by truly lis-
tening—understanding your pain 
points, your goals, and the activities 
you love. Using laser scanning tech-
nology, they capture an exact digital 
map of your feet. From there, preci-
sion design tools create orthotics tai-
lored to your unique needs, and 3D 
printing brings that design to life with 
exceptional accuracy and consisten-
cy. The result is personalized support 
and cushioning you will feel immedi-
ately.

The impact goes far beyond com-
fort. Proper alignment can improve 
how you move, reduce fatigue, and 
help prevent future injuries. More 
importantly, it can help you get back 
to doing what you love—whether 

that’s walking the neighborhood, 
standing comfortably at work, travel-
ing, exercising, or simply keeping up 
with family and friends.

What you wear on and under 
your feet truly matters. It can mean 

sidelines wishing you felt better—or 

free and energized. With the right 
expertise and the right technology, 
healthy, comfortable movement isn’t 
just possible—it’s achievable.

-John Prothro is the CEO of Foot 
Solutions, a global foot health retail-
er with locally owned stores in Peoria, 
Goodyear, Surprise, Mesa, Scottsdale, 
Tucson, and North Phoenix.

Sponsored Content

John Prothro, CEO of Foot 
Solutions. 

Spring training upgrades boost Goodyear’s tourism push
By James Goldmeer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Goodyear offi  cials unveiled an ex-
panded slate of events, renovations and 
promotions at Goodyear Ballpark as 
the city enters the 2026 spring training 
season, which will feature new college 
baseball games, facility upgrades and an 
ambitious game schedule.

John Brown, assistant general man-
ager of Goodyear Ballpark and business 
development, gave the City Council a 
preview of the upcoming season, high-
lighting what he described as one of the 
most robust spring training schedules 
the venue has hosted.

The season will begin even before 
Major League Baseball teams take the 
fi eld, with the ballpark hosting the Des-
ert Invitational on Feb. 13 in partner-
ship with Major League Baseball. The 
collegiate doubleheader will feature 
Kansas State against the University of 

Iowa at 1 p.m., followed by Penn State 
facing the Air Force Academy at 6 p.m.

Brown said the event will serve as 

a kickoff  to spring training, which will 
include 30 games in 30 days, fi ve night 
games and a World Baseball Classic 

matchup featuring Cuba.
“We’re very excited about our 

schedule,” Brown told council mem-
bers.

Fans attending games in 2026 will 
also see several upgrades throughout 
the ballpark. Brown said a new le -
fi eld landing area will be one of the fi rst 
features visitors notice upon entering 
the gates. The space is designed as a 
group seating area accommodating be-
tween 40 and 120 people and will also 
be available for individual ticket sales 
when not reserved by groups.

Suites at the ballpark have been ren-
ovated with upgraded leather seating, 
expanded countertop space, additional 
storage and larger televisions. Brown 
said the updates are intended to im-
prove comfort and enhance the overall 
fan experience.

Food and beverage off erings will also 

Goodyear Ballpark unveils expanded events and upgrades ahead of spring training season. (James 
Goldmeer/ Independent Newsmedia) 

• See Baseball on page 33
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expand this season, including the in-
troduction of a “Desert Heat Burger” 
at the Burgertopia concession stand 
and additional healthier menu options 
alongside traditional ballpark fare.

Several popular promotions will re-
turn, including an opening day sched-
ule magnet that doubles as a picture 
frame, a St. Patrick’s Day pint glass 
featuring both the Cleveland Guard-
ians and Cincinnati Reds, and an Ace 
mascot-themed stress ball. Kids Run 
the Bases events will begin Feb. 28, 
and Senior Stroll days are scheduled 
for Feb. 25 and March 4.

Brown said information on tickets, 
group sales and the full spring training 
schedule will be available at Good-
yearBP.com. City offi  cials said the ex-
panded spring training season supports 
broader tourism goals as Goodyear looks 
to capitalize on sports-related travel.

Wendy Bridges, Goodyear’s eco-

nomic development director, told the 
council that the city’s Offi  ce of Tour-
ism, launched in July 2025, has com-
pleted its fi rst-year objectives months 
ahead of schedule by focusing on foun-
dational work, industry coordination 
and targeted promotion.

“This fi rst year was really about 
laying the foundation,” Bridges said. 
“And we’ve accomplished everything 
we set out to do, and even a little bit 
more, in about half the time.”

The Offi  ce of Tourism operates 
within the city’s economic develop-
ment department and serves as Good-
year’s offi  cial destination marketing 
organization. Much of its funding 
comes from Proposition 302, a state 
tourism program supported by hotel 
taxes and rental car surcharges. Be-
cause the program is designed to drive 
overnight visitation, most of Good-
year’s allocation is used to promote 
spring training at Goodyear Ballpark.

“Spring training is the big draw,” 
Bridges said. “But sports tourism and 
tournament tourism are absolutely 

something we can grow.”
In addition to sports-related trav-

el, the city is targeting small-group 
meetings and business travel to sup-
port year-round hotel occupancy. The 
tourism offi  ce has launched a quarter-
ly tourism roundtable with hotels and 
hospitality partners and developed an 
expanded dining guide for visitors.

The city has also received approval 
to become an offi  cial Arizona Visitor 
Information Center and is evaluating 
potential locations near high-traffi  c 
freeway corridors. Council members 
discussed preparing for increased vis-
itation tied to the planned opening of 
a Buc-ee’s travel center in Goodyear, 
which offi  cials described as a potential 
tourism catalyst.

Looking ahead, Bridges said the 
city plans to expand consumer-fo-
cused marketing eff orts promoting 
spring training, sports tourism, out-
door recreation and weekend travel.

“This allows Goodyear to be inten-
tional and responsible in how we grow 
tourism,” she said.

Movies in the Park, 
‘The BFG’

Saturday, Feb. 28, 2026, 6:30–9:30 
p.m.

The City of Litchfi eld Park hosts 
an outdoor movie night featuring The 
BFG, with popcorn and shave ice avail-
able for purchase.

Jackie Robinson Field, 14451 W. 
Camelback Road, Litchfi eld Park, AZ 
85340

Litchfi eld Park 10K, 5K, 
1 Mile Run/Walk

Saturday, Feb. 28, 2026, 7:30–11 
a.m.

This annual event features com-
petitive 10K, 5K and 1-mile rac-
es, along with a noncompetitive 
family-friendly 1-mile fun run and 
walk.

Litchfi eld Park Recreation Center, 
100 S. Old Litchfi eld Road, Litchfi eld 
Park, AZ 85340 

THINGS TO DOBaseball
• From page 32
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LIVE  MUSIC

Come Back Buddy to headline 
free concert in Litchfi eld Park

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The City of Litchfi eld Park will 
host a free public concert featuring 
the rock-and-roll band Come Back 
Buddy as part of its February Arts in 
the Park concert series.

The performance will take place 
from 3 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 22 
on the front lawn of The Wigwam, 
where attendees are encouraged to 
bring blankets or lawn chairs. Bev-
erages will be available for purchase, 
but outside alcohol will not be per-
mitted.

Come Back Buddy performs 1950s 
rock-and-roll hits, featuring music 
made famous by artists such as Bud-
dy Holly, Elvis Presley, Chuck Ber-
ry, Johnny Cash and Roy Orbison. 
The band is led by Mike Randall on 

vocals and guitar, with Janine Ran-
dall on bass. Drumming duties ro-
tate among Scott Rice, Tim Kimbro, 
Austin Case, Don Rinehart or Carlos 
Almeida.

City offi  cials said they are excit-
ed to welcome the band back for this 
year’s concert series. Additional in-
formation about the group is available 
at comebackbuddy.com.

The Arts in the Park Concert Se-
ries will continue with upcoming per-
formances, including the Thaddeus 
Rose Band from 3 to 5 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 15, and the City Nights 
Band for the season fi nale from 6 to 8 
p.m. on Friday, April 10.

More information about the con-
cert series is available at litchfi eld-
park.gov.

Come Back Buddy to headline February Arts in the Park concert in Litchfi eld Park. (Submitted photo/
City of Litchfi eld Park) 
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Goodyear council approves general plan change for Rio 1900 development. (Submitted photo/Rio 
1900 Project Team, City of Goodyear) 

its and environmental protections.
At least 30% of the site would re-

main open space, including a 30-acre 
public community park, neighbor-
hood and local parks, trailheads and a 
linear park and trail system along the 
Gila River. Hillside areas with slopes 
of 20% or greater would be partially 
preserved, with at least half required 
to remain as open space.

Commercial development would 
be concentrated near Cotton Lane 
and Estrella Parkway, with a mini-
mum of 25 acres required. The plan  
includes sites for two elementary 
schools, a potential fi re station and a 
resort hotel, though the resort would 
depend on market demand.

City staff  said the developer will be 
responsible for building all infrastruc-
ture needed to serve the site and will 
generate one-time revenue through 
permits, construction sales tax and 

development impact fees. Long-term 
fi scal impacts will depend on the pace 
and scale of development.

Residents raised concerns during 
public hearings about housing densi-
ty, traffi  c, water supply, fl ood control, 
hillside protection and compatibility 
with nearby Estrella neighborhoods. 
City engineers said construction on 
Cotton Lane and a bridge connection 
to Estrella is expected to begin this 
year, with coordination planned to 
maintain access during construction.

Several council members voiced 
support, citing the project’s mix of 
housing, amenities and open space.

“I think this project is a good op-
portunity for Goodyear,” said Coun-
cilmember Laura Kaino. “It brings a 
balance of housing, commercial space, 
parks and open space that strengthens 
the community long term.”

Harvard Investments anticipates 
beginning site construction in 2027, 
with the fi rst homes expected around 
2029, Greathouse said.

Change
• From page 11
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16th Annual 

WIGWAM 
Festival OF FINE ARTS
The Wigwam Resort • 300 E. Wigwam Blvd. • Litchfi eld Park

 FEB
13-15

Friday through
Sunday

10 a.m. to
5 p.m.

www.vermillionpromotions.com
623-734-6526

ent aircra  with a single large tail. 
That’s a major structural change.”

The hangar, now a mixed-use 
commercial and warehouse complex 
home to about 140 small business-
es, began life in the early 1940s as a 
Goodyear Aircra  Company facility. 
Built a er the attack on Pearl Har-
bor, it became part of what President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt called the na-
tion’s “arsenal of democracy,” mod-
ifying B-24 Liberator bombers into 
PB4Y-2 Privateer reconnaissance air-
cra  for the U.S. Navy.

Planes were ferried in from manu-
facturing plants around the country, 
rebuilt inside massive hangars and 
fl own out again, o en within days. 

“They fl ew them right through the 
hangars,” Burton said. “Parts were 
made on one end, modifi cations were 
done on another, and they were back 
in the air headed to the fl eet. It was an 
incredibly effi  cient operation.”

The site’s history stretches back 
well before World War II.

 Goodyear fi rst came to Arizona 
in 1916, seeking a reliable domestic 
source of long-staple cotton, a criti-
cal material used to reinforce rubber 
products. Global supply disruptions 
caused by boll weevil infestations 
in the American South and ship-
ping challenges during World War I 
pushed the company west, helping 
establish large-scale cotton farming 
in what was then sparsely populated 
desert.

That agricultural venture laid 
the groundwork for industrial de-
velopment in the Southwest Valley, 
drawing thousands of workers and 
transforming the region’s economy 
decades before the war.

Goodyear entered aeronautics as 
early as 1910, developing rubberized 
fabrics for balloons and early aircra . 
During World War II, that expertise 
translated into blimp production for 
the U.S. Navy. Donahue said more 
than 150 blimps were produced 

Flite
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Goodyear’s WWII aircraft factory is reborn as a center for small business. (Submitted photo/PW
Litchfi eld Heritage Center) 

• See Historic on page 37
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continues its highly run!

, ,
and round out the cast of

local artists audiences on the ABT
stage.

is a high energy production that
requires commitment and dedication. These
local talents are leaving on the
Stage.

Joined by fellow local performers

and
these actors represent the the

Valley has to offer.

Come and see why audiences are every
minute of

JANUARY 16 – FEBRUARY 27, 2026

Local Artists Helping to
Bring to Life

Pictured:
Lauran Stanis, Ethel/Ensemble

Delaney Spanko, Maggie Understudy
Scott Seaman, Pat Denning
Wes Martin, Abner Dillon

during the war, many assembled by 
women who supported troops serving 
overseas.

“It was very hard work,” Donahue 
said. “They were on concrete fl oors, 
using caustic glue and heavy sew-
ing equipment. Those women were 
incredibly proud of the blimps they 
made.”

The blimps played a crucial role 
in coastal defense, patrolling U.S. 
shorelines and escorting thousands of 
cargo ships carrying troops and am-
munition. “We never lost a single ship 
that was guarded by a blimp,” Dona-
hue said.

A er the war, the Goodyear Air-
cra  Corporation purchased the 
property and expanded its mission.

 As the Cold War intensifi ed, the 
site evolved into a major center for 
radar research, electronics and mate-
rials science. Engineers there helped 

develop advanced airborne mapping 
and navigation radar systems capable 
of seeing through clouds and dark-
ness, technology that would later in-
fl uence both military operations and 
civilian mapping.

The facility also became known 
for innovations in radar-transparent 
plastics, aircra  canopies and rein-
forced windows. One unusual but 
eff ective testing method involved a 
“chicken gun,” used to fi re birds at 
aircra  windshields at high speeds to 
ensure they could withstand in-fl ight 
impacts without shattering.

Over the decades, the property 
passed through multiple corporate 
identities, eventually becoming a 
highly secured defense installation 
where it was largely hidden from view.

“For most of its existence, it was 
closed off  from the outside world,” 
Burton said. “You needed security 
clearance just to get inside. Even as 
owners, we didn’t fully understand 
what was there until much later.”

That changed a er defense op-
erations wound down in the 2010s. 
Faced with the choice of demolishing 
the aging complex or preserving it, 
the owners opted for adaptive reuse.

“It had such a strong physical 
character and such a rich history,” 
Burton said. 

“Every time we opened up a wall 
or ceiling, we discovered something: 
original trusses, old tooling, wartime 
construction details. It became clear 
this place deserved another life.”

Renovations required extensive 
environmental cleanup, including 
the removal of asbestos and contam-
inated soil, as well as upgrades to de-
cades-old infrastructure. 

Later alterations were stripped 
away, hangar spaces reopened and 
1940s-era architectural features pre-
served.

One hangar, once fi lled with clas-
sifi ed laboratories, is now open to ve-
hicle traffi  c and public tours.

Today, the Goodyear Flite Build-

ing houses a mix of light industrial 
tenants, creative fi rms, gyms and ser-
vice businesses. Community spaces 
and aviation-themed artwork refer-
ence the site’s past, including murals 
depicting aircra  once built or mod-
ifi ed there.

Developers say future plans in-
clude additional warehouse and in-
dustrial buildings on nearby land, de-
signed to echo the scale and character 
of the original wartime structures.

“We’re trying to be mindful,” 
Burton said. “This is still an indus-
trial site, but it’s also part of Arizona 
history. The goal is to let people see 
what happened here, while making it 
useful for the next generation.”

Once a guarded hub of wartime 
production and Cold War innovation, 
the former Goodyear Aircra  hangar 
now stands as an example of adaptive 
reuse, linking today’s small business-
es to the workers, aircra  and airships 
that helped shape American aviation 
and the Southwest Valley itself.

Historic
• From page 36
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Announcement AC/Heating

Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial

Schedule Your HVAC Schedule Your HVAC Tune-up Today!Tune-up Today!

623-999-8226
LevelUpHVAC.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
ROC#328964

Need a New System?
Mention this ad for a 
5% DISCOUNT 
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AND FOR ALL VETS

TEMPS ARE FALLING!TEMPS ARE FALLING!
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Gutters
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Plumbing

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Licensed•Bonded•Insured•Lic# C37R122566•L37•122567

Quality Plumbing with Quality Service

Christopher Dobash
Owner

WATER, SEWER, GAS
Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

(623) 878-1102•dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Plumbing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair
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* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
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Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
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Roofi ng

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
• Residential-Commercial 

• Roof Replacement & Repair 

• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,
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CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591
Roc #324307

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

SHOP With 
Confidence
Search our classifieds for all your 
business & professional service 

needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

Independent!
iniusa.org/classifieds

SELL IT NOW
Call

623-972-6101
To place your ad.



YourValley.net  |  Litchfi eld Park/Goodyear Independent  |  February 2026   39

Announcement Remodeling

• BATH • KITCHEN • PAINT • CABINETRY
• DRYWALL REPAIRS  • WALLPAPER & POPCORN REMOVAL

• FLOORING • WINDOWS • DOORS • CROWN-MOLDING
• TRIM WORK • BASEBOARDS & MORE!

CUSTOM INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR PAINTING & FULL 

HOME REMODELING

11126 W. Wisconsin Ave, #5 - Youngtown
Licensed/Bonded/Insured Limited Liability Corp • ROC #155822 KB02
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Remodeling
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S U N  C I T Y

Litchfield Park/Goodyear • February 18, 2026 • Tuscany Falls  Ballroom
Chandler • February 24, 2026 • Sun Lakes Country Club

Peoria • March 26, 2026 • Westbrook Village
Sun City West • April 22, 2026 • SCW Foundation

Sun City • May 4, 2026 • Sundial Rec Center
Fountain Hills • July 7, 2026 • Fountain Hills Community Center

Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade
Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center 
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center 
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet
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Skin 
Care For 
All Ages

623-748-9165
RedMountainDerm.com

Palm Valley Medical Plaza

13657 W McDowell Rd #207
Goodyear, AZ 85395

• Botox
• Eczema
• Acne
• Rosacea
• Psoriasis
• Skin Cancer
• Fine Lines
• Wrinkles
• Sun Damage
• Age Spots
• Stretch Marks
• Spider Veins

SCAN 
HERE

CALL, VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE OR

To Schedule
Your FREE Skin 

Cancer Screening

Accepts Medicare & 
Most Insurance

Se Habla Espanol

ADAM TURNER 
PA-C

JEREMY K. BINGHAM 
DO
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