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By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A er Chandler Unifi ed’s Governing 
Board took in a thorough presentation 
Jan. 14 on a detailed staff  reduction 
plan to cut about $12 million from next 
year’s budget, it seemed the board had 
a path, albeit a hotly contested one, to 
get to its goal.

But even a er that seven-hour meet-
ing, plus two more lengthy special 
meetings devoted solely to potential 
staffi  ng cuts, the board was still sharply 
divided on the best approach. 

The CUSD board voted, 3-2, at a 
special Jan. 29 meeting to approve a 
much-debated complex list of staff  cuts 
for the 2026-27 school year. Board Vice 
President Barb Mozdzen proposed the 
fi nal package and voted in favor of it, 
as did board members Kurt Rohrs and 
Ryan Heap. Board President Patti Ser-
rano and board member Claudia Men-
doza voted against it.

Administration laid out Options 
A, B and C for the fi nal vote, though 
Mozdzen listed a series of cuts that she 
called “customized.”

“I believe our enrollment could drop 
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fi ne-dining; 6

Chandler entrepreneur 
earned Black History 

Month Business Series 
speaking engagements

By Jason W.. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

W hen Jacary Hawkins took 
home a $10,000 symbolic 
giant check from a com-

petitive incubator entrepreneur-
ship program Dec. 18 of last year, 
cheers abounded around the Ari-
zona State University Innovation 
Center.

Hawkins hopes to keep mo-
mentum going in 2026 from that 
Edson Entrepreneurship + In-
novation Institute Chandler En-
deavor program victory, where 
he bested 62 competing entrepre-
neurs in the GoDaddy-sponsored 

• See Entrepreneur on page 12

• See CUSD on page 9

Jacary Hawkins holds containers of his sea 
moss nutritional supplements that helped 
him win a major prize in an Arizona State 
University incubator competition late last 
year in Chandler. The Chandler resident was 
set to speak at some Black History Month 
Business Series events this month. (Cour-
tesy of Jacary Hawkins)
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Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

480-883-8000
10325 E. Riggs Rd. Sun Lakes, AZ

(Basha’s Shopping Center)

DENTURE LAB ON SITE
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Dr. Sroujieh DDS.DABOI.FAAID. • SunLakesFamilyDental.com

All On 4 Fixed Teeth
$17,999 Each
With All On Four Implant System
Call For A Free Consultation

FULL DENTURES
Starts at $699 Each

Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.
Some restrictions may apply

Implant-Supported Dentures
Includes 2 implants, attachments & dentures

$4,999 Each
Cash price • Reg. $10,000

With this  coupon. Some restrictions may apply.
Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.

New Patient Special
Exam, X-Rays & 
Regular Cleaning

New Patients Only.Not for periodontal cleaning.
Some restrictions may apply. Exp. 4/15/2026

$99

$100OFF
Recurring Cleaning

WINTER SPECIAL

($20 off first 5 visits) Offer expires 3-31-26.

480-550-8282 • TwoMaidsCleaning.com

First time customers only. One time use with 

coupon. Offer expires 3-31-26.

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

License #00825-2018

$150 OFF

2025

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!
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By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A 5-2 vote was the fi nal step in 
one of the larger all-at-once utility 
rate hikes for Chandler residents in 
recent memory.

Council members Jane Poston and 
Matt Orlando voted against the hike 
at the regular Jan. 9 meeting. The 
vote comes more than six months 
a er the city’s budget team fi rst 

brought potential increase choices to 
council in a work session.

The increases that will go into 
eff ect March 2 are 15% for water 
and wastewater customers, 18% for 
reclaimed water and 6% for all resi-
dential solid waste.

The vote also comes at the end of 
a process that involved a cost-of-ser-
vice assessment, three council work 
sessions and public input gathered 

using several methods.
By and large, the negative feed-

back on the increases was minimal.
Mayor Kevin Hartke said he 

wants staff  and council to be even 
more forward-thinking about the 
need for annual reviews of rates. 
Council and staff  have been review-
ing utility rates every two years.

City’s 15%, other utility hikes into eff ect March 2

• See Utilities on page 33

Chamber scholarships apps 
available online

The Chandler Chamber of Com-
merce’s 39th annual Community 
Awards is a May 28 banquet will 
honor award winners, along with the 
recipients of $2,500 tuition-and-fees 
Chandler Chamber Community 
Foundation scholarships. Completed 
scholarship forms should be emailed 
to info@chandlerchamber.com by 
Thursday, May 1. Email all complet-
ed award nomination forms to info@
chandlerchamber.com by Friday, 
March 6. Read more at tinyurl.com/
rzhc7ud2

Apply for a free pool fence from 
nonprofi t by April 5

Child Crisis Arizona and the Salt 
River Project have opened applica-
tions for a Pool Fence Safety Program, 
which provides free pool fences to el-
igible families in Maricopa County, 
following a record number of drowning 
deaths — 75 — in the county in 2024. 
The program, now in its fi  h year, 
will be accepting applications through 
Sunday, April 5. Read more at tinyurl.
com/yyxb9ruk

Military performers at Center 
for Arts free show

The Concert Band and Soldiers’ 
Chorus are U.S. Army Field Band 
components set to perform a free show 
at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, March 7, at 
the Chandler Center for the Arts. Re-
quired tickets are required for the free 
performance were made available Jan. 
30 with a maximum of 4 tickets per 
person. There are a limited number 
of tickets available to reserve online; 
click on a link in the story below to 
see if any are still available or call 480-
782-2680. Read more at tinyurl.com/
yckb8cte

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

O.D. Harris has been found not 
guilty.

The Chandler City Council mem-
ber celebrated with his wife and at-
torney Jan. 20 a er having charges 
fi led against him multiple times in 
connection to an alleged political 
sign-stealing incident just before the 
July 2024 election.

The Jan. 20 criminal trial should 

bring some resolution to a saga that 
started with complaints to the Chan-
dler Police Department. 

Judge Leonore Driggs of the Arca-
dia Biltmore Justice Court ruled that 
the prosecutor, who is from Scotts-
dale, didn’t prove that the types of 
signs damaged were political in na-
ture.

Harris, who was charged with one 
count each of altering or destroy po-
litical sign and criminal damage-de-

facing, was overjoyed to share the 
news publicly on his social media.

“To the community I love so much, 
following my Rule 20 acquittal, I want 
to clearly and responsibly address an 
issue that continues to be mischarac-
terized,” Harris wrote. “The sign at 
the center of this case was not a ‘cam-
paign sign.’ That fact was established 
in court. It did not meet the legal 
defi nition of a campaign sign under 

Council member acquitted of stealing signs

• See Harris on page 33

ACQUITTAL

ON YOURVALLEY.NET

This chart shows how much more Chandler property owners will be paying 
for some utilities starting March 2. Council gave fi nal approval to the new 
rates by a 5-2 vote at its Jan. 9 meeting.  (Courtesy of city of Chandler)
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Free Admission
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm

Sunday 1-5pm

EXHIBITIONS ON VIEW

Pony Up!
Closing April 2026

Echoes Unearthed
Closing March 29, 2026

Signature Exhibition
Opening March 10, 2026

chandlermuseum.org

Visit our website

K Y R E N E  K I D S  A R E  R E A D Y  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E

6 TOP 100 
AZ SCHOOLS

BEST
RANKINGS

U.S. News

12 A+ SCHOOLS 
OF EXCELLENCE

A-RATED SCHOOL
DISTRICT

3RD MOST 
DIVERSE DISTRICT

From Preschool to Promotion 
and Every Milestone In Between.

From learning how to read and write 
to leading projects, solving real-world 

problems, and stepping confidently into 
high school, Kyrene students grow 

every step of the way.

Enroll Today for the 
2026-27 School Year.
kyrene.org/enroll
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Lo-Lo’s family off shoot goes fi ne-dining 
By Jason W. Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

When Larry Warren White Jr. 
was born, he was already in the 
restaurant business.

White grew up in the family that 
started Lo-Lo’s Chicken and Waf-
fl es, with his grandmother, Eliza-
beth, opening Golden Rule Cafe in 
downtown Phoenix in 1964, helped 
spawn a restaurant business that has 
grown beyond Arizona.

One of the latest restaurant en-
deavors by any member of the fam-
ily is Warren’s Supper Club in west 
Chandler, run by Larry White, 
which opened in June 2025.

Larry and his wife, Rasheeda, 
who were looking to expand again 
within the Valley, fi nally saw the 
opportunity to take Chandler City 
Councilmember O.D. Harris’s de-
cade-old request for the family to 
expand into the city.

“We actually took over the (for-
mer Charleston’s Restaurant build-
ing) thinking of it as a second Brunch 
& Sip location,” White said. “But 
as we got into remodeling, looking 

at the building — which has ‘good 
bones’ — and the location, and the 
need, we decided on fi ne dining.”

White said Warren’s has a great 
location and plenty of parking. The 
site, off  54th Street and Ray Road 
near Interstate 10 and a luxury car 
dealership, is versatile as well, with 
steakhouse vibe but with a bar, pa-
tio, deejay and jazz-club room.

“We don’t have any residential 
nearby, so we can make all the noise 
we want,” he said.

In addition to an upscale environ-
ment — gangster rap is among the 
music genres the deejay and live en-
tertainment won’t be playing, White 
says — high-quality food is import-
ant.

Chandler aerospace fi rm promotes new COO
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

AvAir, a Chandler-based aviation in-
ventory solutions and a ermarket service 
fi rm, announced the promotion of Tyler 
Botthof to chief operating offi  cer, eff ec-
tive Jan. 1.

In this role, Botthof will oversee 
AvAir’s global operations, driving opera-
tional excellence, scalability and strategic 
execution as the company continues to 
expand its footprint in the aviation a er-
market.

Botthof brings more than 24 years of 
service to AvAir. He began his career with 
the company in the warehouse, steadily 
working his way through a variety of sales 

and operational roles before most recently 
serving as vice president of operations.

Throughout his tenure, he has played 
a key role in strengthening operational 
performance, optimizing supply-chain 
execution, and reinforcing AvAir’s repu-
tation for reliability, speed, and customer 
service.

AvAir, which celebrated its 25th year 
in 2025, off ers customized solutions for 
customers and suppliers to buy, sell, ex-
change, loan, lease, or consign inventories 
with more than 26 million in-stock com-
ponents.

For more information about AvAir, 
visit AvAir.aero.Tyler Botthof

Larry White poses with a fi let mignon dish and sides at his Warren’s Supper Club restaurant in west 
Chandler. The restaurant opened in June of last year. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Chandler-based State Forty 
Eight Foundation recently awarded 
$50,000 in grants to eight Arizona 
small businesses as part of its 2025 
Entrepreneur Grant Program.

The money is headed to founders 
across industries including wellness, 
food and beverage, youth develop-
ment, creative services, and fi tness, 
according to a news release.

The program is designed to help 
founders move from early traction to 
sustainable growth.

The eight awardees were hon-
ored during the Foundation’s annual 
Winners’ Circle Celebration.

This year, the Foundation award-
ed a total of $50,000 to eight Arizo-
na-based small businesses spanning 
wellness, food and beverage, retail, 
events, youth development, fi tness 
and creative services.

Selected from among 75 appli-
cations, the entrepreneurs were 
recognized for their commitment 

• See Warren’s on page 32

BUSINESS

Naked Fig Soap founder Madeline Harn poses 
with a sample. The Phoenix handmade skincare 
brand took home the only $10,000 among eight 
awards announced as part of the $50,000 doled 
out this year as part of the Chandler-based State 
Forty Eight Foundation’s 2025 Entrepreneur 
Grant Program. Courtesy of State Forty Eight 
Foundation)

Chandler 
foundation 

announces $50K 
in grants

• See Grants on page 32
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• TRELLIS 

• SECURE KEYPAD ENTRY
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Compiled by Jason Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
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NOW OPEN
  1   Best Life Chiropractic & Wellness 
held a grand opening and open house 
at its location at 980 E. Pecos Rd, Suite 
3 in Chandler on Jan. 8. The location 
off ers chiropractic treatments, integra-
tive medical, regenerative solutions, 
weight loss and body sculpting, hormone 
replacement therapy, hair restoration, 
alternative and holistic therapies and 
comprehensive blood panels as part of 
its services. Reach the staff  at 480-963-
8800 or through bestlifechiropractic.
com.

  2   Claim Assist Solutions has opened 
its fi rst Arizona offi  ce in west Chandler. 
The new 58,000 square-foot facility 
is operational and serves as a hub for 
the company’s growing presence in the 
Phoenix metro area.. With operations 
underway, the fi rm is actively hiring and 
onboarding employees at its Chandler 
offi  ce, with plans to steadily expand its 
local workforce over the next several 
years. The fi rm specializes in insurance 

claim support services, helping carriers, 
adjusters, and policyholders navigate 
the claims process more effi  ciently. 
Proprietary technology helps enhance 
visibility, accuracy, and communication, 
allowing claims to be processed quickly 
while maintaining a high standard of 
service,. Claim Assist Solutions plans to 
actively engage with Chandler’s business 
community and local workforce resourc-
es as operations continue to expand. 
Learn more about the fi rm at claimas-
sistsolutions.com.

  3   Sí Señor re-opened Feb. 11 a er 
about a six-month closure due to an elec-
trical fi re. The 25-year-old, family-run 
New Mexico cuisine restaurant, which 
closed a er the Aug. 2 fi re, is in a lot 
located on the northwest corner of Alma 
School Road and Galveston Streets. 
It specializes in warm, fresh sopaipil-
las, baskets of freshly made chips with 
four separate dipping sauces and large 
portions of entrees that use Hatch chile 
liberally. There are also many types of 
margaritas available. Learn more about 

the restaurant at SiSenorARizo-
na.com or by calling 480-857-
1217.

COMING SOON 
  4   C.E. Precision Assemblies, 
or CEPA, a Chandler-based 
manufacturer of cable assem-
blies and wire harnesses for the 
aerospace and defense industries, 
is signifi cantly expanding its op-
erations. The company recently 
signed a 39,757-square-foot 
lease at 7155 W. Detroit Street 
in West Chandler for a facility 
nearly four times the size of its 
current digs on Frye Road near 
56th Street. CEPA is currently 
submitting tenant improvement 
plans for the new facility and 
expects to occupy the space by 
May 2026, the city states. The 
company is also recruiting for 
new positions and anticipates 
adding up to 20-30 employees 
over the next two years. For 
more information on hiring 
opportunities, visit trexon.com/
careers

CLOSED
  5   A&W Restaurants, known 
for root beer and comfort fast 
food, has closed its only Valley 
location. It was located inside 
the Walmart near the northwest 
corner of Gilbert and Germann 
in south Chandler. No expla-
nation was announced by the 
Kentucky-based corporation. It 
wasn’t immediately clear what 
will happen with Walmart’s 
50-seat space where A&W 
had opened in the summer of 
2024 to serve its signature root 
beer and root beer fl oats. The 
longstanding chain, which still 
has two truck-stop-type loca-
tions and one each in Seligman 
and Prescott Valley, also serves 
hot dogs, burgers and chicken 
tenders.

1

5

4

BUSINESS MOVES

BEST LIFE CHIROPRACTIC

C.E. PRECISION ASSEMBLIES

CLAIM ASSIST SOLUTIONS

A&W

SÍ SEÑOR

3
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$54.95
Castrol

Full Synthetic
Oil Change*

(up to 5 qts oil & filter, European,
exotic, & diesel are additional.)

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHECK IN.

Leigh Carmichael
2 reviews 1 week agoL

I was looking for a better price to get some wear and tear repair done on my 2017 Honda 
Civic Coupe - Highline came highly recommended and for good reason! Not only did they fi nd 
some issues Honda had missed, the price was considerably less than even the repairs for the issues 
Honda did fi nd PLUS the issues Highline discovered. When I picked up my car, they let me know of some work I 
will need in the future but did not pressure me to do it right now and were extremely kind when letting me know it “wasn’t 
a cost I needed to worry about right now” (their words). I almost cried as it’s so rare to get such honesty and consideration 
from a business these days. I will only take my Honda to Highline from now on!

WE STAND BEHIND THE EXPERTISE OF OUR

TRUSTED TECHS

SCHEDULESCHEDULE 
TODAY! TODAY! 

$119.95
Four Wheel 
Alignment

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHECK IN

even more severely than we’ve pre-
dicted, and this option protects against 
overstaffi  ng,” Mozdzen said.

The vote came at the end of a two-
hour special weekday morning meet-
ing intended to come up with the fi nal 
$2 million in staff  cuts as part of the 
overall $12 million in order to bal-
ance the CUSD 2026-27 budget. The 
meeting was held two weeks a er the 
board voted Jan. 14 to approve about 
$10 million in changes or eliminations 
to many positions around the district.

A er dozens of educators and 
others spoke during public input Jan. 
14, mainly in opposition to proposed 
changes to elementary and junior high 
school library-related positions, along 
with school deans, the board told staff  
to put together alternatives in advance 
of a three-hour special Jan. 21 morn-
ing meeting.

That three-hour meeting, which in-
cluded administration proposing nine 
alternative ways to cut the fi nal $2 
million needed. But the board voted, 
3-2, to direct administration to com-
plete a more specifi c list of calculations 
and to assemble data in advance of a 
special meeting to be held Feb. 4 or 
earlier.

Serrano, Mendoza and Mozdzen 
voted in favor of that informational re-
quest motion Jan. 21, with Heap and 
Rohrs voting against it.

Contracts for the 2026-27 school 
year must be issued by March 15, so 
the Jan. 29 special meeting was the fi -
nal time to make some tough staffi  ng 
decisions.

Early in the Jan. 29 meeting, Heap 
moved to approve the “Option 1” 
package of cuts administrators pro-
posed as part of the 10 options laid 
out Jan. 21, with Rohrs seconding the 
motion. But Serrano, Mendoza and 
Mozdzen voted against it.

The fi nal list of positions reduced or 
cut — especially regarding K-8 media 
centers and deans — looks much dif-
ferent that what administration teams 
put on the Jan. 14 agenda. 

The summary of some of the chang-
es approved Jan. 29 includes:

•$388,000 in eliminations of fi ve 
full-time teachers;

•$300,000 in reductions to dis-
trict-level administration staffi  ng;

•$500,000 in eliminations of six 
full-time certifi ed non-classroom ju-
nior high media specialist positions;

•$127,000 in new spending on 
three classifi ed junior high media as-
sistant positions;

•$1.185 million in elimination of 15 
full-time media/tech positions;

•$155,000 in additional spending 
by increasing 15 library media assis-
tant positions from 0.25 FTE to 0.5 
FTE.

The list of positions reduced or 
eliminated through $10 million in cuts 
approved Jan. 14 is even more vast. 
That aff ects many types of positions, 
such as eliminating director of safety 
and assistant directors of special ed-
ucation and student services, along 
with reducing total FTE numbers 
among other non-classroom support 
and reducing stipend amounts.

Earlier in the meeting, Serrano said 
she wasn’t necessarily opposed to the 
new “career literacy teacher” position, 
though she said there should be “a lot 
of lessons learned” from a pilot pro-
gram and newly proposed permanent 
K-8 staffi  ng model being put togeth-
er, all before bringing anything to the 
board Jan. 14.

“The way we got to bringing the 
position up (at a public meeting) was 
not best practices,” Serrano said. 
“Along with the way we communicat-
ed it. And I want to give credit for the 

remarkable work being done by the 
Instructional Resource center folks 
and site staff  around the district.”

The district’s main labor union, 
the Chandler Education Association, 
issued a statement Jan. 30 about the 
decision. 

“We extend our sincere gratitude 
to board members Patti Serrano and 
Claudia Mendoza for their cour-
age and foresight,” the union stated. 
“Their votes to preserve student-fac-
ing positions demonstrated an under-
standing that the heart of our district is 
the direct interaction between educa-
tors and students.”

The union stated that reducing stu-
dent-facing positions results in fewer 
program off erings and uneven expe-
riences, which undermines district ef-
forts to maintain or grow enrollment.

“Chandler educators are deeply 
frustrated by the last-minute nature of 
all these cuts,” the union stated. “The 
lack of transparency and the failure to 
include meaningful input from edu-
cators or the broader community has 
resulted in a decision-making process 
that feels rushed and disconnected 
from the reality of our schools.”

The union calls some of the posi-
tions eliminated “mission-critical.”

“As educators, we are gravely con-
cerned about the long-term impact 
these staffi  ng cuts will have on student 
achievement — particularly student 
literacy rates,” the union stated.

CUSD
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Chandler Unifi ed Governing Board Vice President 
Barb Mozdzen speaks during a 2025 meeting. 
The board narrowly voted, 3-2, at the end of the 
nearly two-hour special meeting Jan. 29 on a plan 
that covers $2 million in staff  cuts as part of a 
planned $12 million cut needed for next year’s 
staffi  ng budget (Independent Newsmedia fi le-Ja-
son W. Brooks)
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OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifi cation 
or confi rmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions 
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission 
is the responsibility of the person 
who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

Why I’m voting for Matt 
Orlando for mayor

 I am a resident of Chandler, mov-
ing to a senior living complex, with 
my wife of 62 years.

We moved to be closer to family. I 
am very familiar with the outstanding 
City of Chandler, having spent almost 
fi  y years in city government.

As the city elections near, I have 
studied the candidates for mayor and 
City Council.

I know how important local elected 
offi  cials are to the citizens.

A er watching the data center dis-
cussion (in December), I have decid-
ed to endorse Matt Orlando.

He stands out for his unbelievable 
dedication to the community as well 
as his country.

Having worked closely with 
mayors and City Council members, 
Orlando checks all the boxes for his 
dedication to this community.

He has served many terms — not 
as a stepping stone to higher offi  ce.

Because he cares about the citi-
zens and following up on projects, he 
knows those are important to them.

His passion for serving shows in his 
many years in the Air National Guard 
including four years on active duty.

Chandler citizens are fortunate to 
have had such stable and caring city 
government for many years. Out-
standing citizens have served.

Without any reservations or hesita-
tion, I am endorsing Matt Orlando for 
mayor of Chandler.

I have not been asked for this 
endorsement. It comes a er extensive 
research and discussions with citizens 
and former employee.

Ron Pies
CHANDLER

Black History Month, Jesus, the 
faith that sustained a people

When I was growing up, I rarely 

learned about the history of Black 
Americans. What I did learn o en 
came in fragments, limited to a few 
familiar names or moments, separat-
ed from the deeper story of struggle, 
faith, and survival that shaped gener-
ations.

Black History Month gives us space 
to listen more carefully to that full sto-
ry. When we take time to learn about 
one another, fear o en loses its grip.

Understanding invites empathy. 
Ignorance, on the other hand, leaves 
room for stereotypes and suspicion to 
grow. Learning the history of others 
helps us see people not as threats, but 
as neighbors whose stories matter.

At the heart of Black history is re-
silience. Despite centuries of enslave-
ment, segregation, and discrimination, 
Black communities continued to 
shape culture, challenge injustice, and 
imagine a future rooted in dignity.

For many African Americans, faith 
in Jesus played a central role in that 
endurance. From the era of slavery 
through segregation and into the pres-
ent, faith was not abstract. 

It lived under pressure. Enslaved 
Africans were stripped of homeland, 
language, and legal protection, yet 
many held onto beliefs with determi-
nation.

O en denied education and the 
freedom to gather openly, they carried 
Scripture through memory, song, 
and prayer. Faith became something 
portable, shared quietly, and sustained 
together.

Jesus mattered in this context 
because his story resonated with lived 
experience. He was born into poverty, 

SPEAK UPPlease send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Here are some recent online 
comments about Chandler Inde-
pendent items:

“ARIZONA LEGISLATOR 
SEEKS TO NAME LOOP 

202 AFTER CHARLIE 
KIRK”:

“How about a road named a er 
every child that has died of a school 
shooting? They are more import-
ant.”  

— Michael Robinson via story 
comment

“KYRENE DISCUSSES 
BUDGET, BOARD 

MEMBERS CALL ON 
LEGISLATURE FOR 
MORE FUNDING”:

“How about less board mem-
bers?” 

— William Brinkman via story 
comment

“CHANDLER POLICE 
SHOOT, WOUND ARMED 

SUSPECT FLEEING 
FROM TRAFFIC STOP”:

“Sounds like Chandler PD 
needs more time at the gun range. 
Several offi  cers fi red and he was hit 
once.” 

— Dan M. via story comment
Got a comment on a story you’ve 

recently seen? Email us at azopin-
ions@iniusa.org with the name of the 
story and a one- or two-line comment.• See Opinions on page 40
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competition.
His company, The Sea Moss Boss-

es, makes and sells a line of nutritional 
supplements it says help boost immu-
nities with vitamins and other nutri-
ents.

That success is part of why he’s 
included in events like the Black 
History Month Business Series, an 
in-person speaker Black Chamber of 
Arizona series happening in Febru-
ary. 

Hawkins’ 2025 success is also why 
he thinks 2026 will be an even bigger 
breakout year for him as an entrepre-
neur.

“These last six months have been 
very critical for me,” Hawkins said. 
“And there are more opportunities 
open now — opportunities to use that 
$10,000 prize wisely.”

Hawkins, 29, said he turned down 
a $1 million deal that he felt would 
have not only forced rapid ramp-up of 
production, but also might have led to 
him not being able to keep working 
preservative-free. 

“Someone could probably sell $1 
million of a garbage product,” Haw-
kins said. “It might be a longer route. 
But I choose to make the product the 
way I make it — no preservatives.” 

Hawkins said products from The 
Sea Moss Bosses not only are only 

currently sourced only from Hondu-
ras and St. Lucia, but The Sea Moss 
Bosses’ handmade method requires 
refrigeration or freezing — products 
are never at room temperature.

“Those two parts of the Caribbean 
are very mineral-dense,” he said.

Hawkins said recent changes in 
U.S. policy involving Central Amer-
ican countries have created some in-
stability in trades and exports. That 
has sped up long-term thinking and 
discussion about sea moss and other 
products sourced in that part of the 
world.

Hawkins said he’s “cottage food” 
certifi ed. So while he wants to even-

tually scale up, for now, making sup-
plements at home and studying both 
the sourcing environments and price 
points are key.

Networking through a Norwegian 
organization led Hawkins to a dis-
tribution company called Zinzino, 
which promotes Omega-3 products 
right on its homepage.

“Omega 3s create the health eff ects 
we’re looking for,” Hawkins said. 

Those health eff ects include cel-
lular health, he said. Hawkins said 

The Sea Moss Bosses products drew 
praise from a leader in the Sickle Cell 
Disease Association of America a er 
a product was helpful to his son.

“It cleans the blood and aids the 
start of so -tissue regeneration,”
Hawkins said of sea moss products, 
which he says have an anti-infl am-
matory eff ect. “So products have
both a niche market and widespread 
appeal.”

Born in Chicago, Hawkins spent
much of his life in the Minneapolis 
area, fi nding some success in sales 
with companies like Best Buy and
Ashley Furniture. When COVID-19
led to many people thinking more
about and researching homemade 
and over-the-counter supplements
and remedies, that’s about when 
Hawkins started learning about sea 
moss.

He then moved to Arizona — spe-
cifi cally Chandler — where he and 
his wife, Paris, now reside.

Hawkins said he hopes to learn 
more about the science side of how
sea moss and minerals work through 
travel to source locations and by 
working with experts.

There also could be more testing of
his products in the near future to fur-
ther prove their eff ectiveness, he said.

“I’ve got so much le  to learn,”
Hawkins said. “But we’ve come so 
far and already have so many testi-
monials.”

Entrepreneur
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Jacary Hawkins, left, is handed a $10,000 check 
by an organizer of an incubator competition in 
December of last year at the ASU Chandler In-
novation Center. The Chandler resident was set 
to speak at some Black History Month Business 
Series events this month. (Courtesy of Jacary 
Hawkins)

Jacary Hawkins, left, poses with Chandler City 
Council member Christine Ellis at an incubator 
competition last year at Arizona State Universi-
ty’s Chandler Innovation Center. The Chandler 
entrepreneur, who won a $10,000 prize at the 
competition, was set to speak at some Black His-
tory Month Business Series events this month. 
(Courtesy of Jacary Hawkins)
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MAR 14 APR 1MAR 18
Visit Our Events Calendar For TicketsVisit Our Events Calendar For TicketsFree Event

Upcoming Events
at the Mill

*ONLY VALID AT EITHER THE GILBERT
OR CHANDLER VERO CHICAGO PIZZA

LOCATIONS - LIMIT ONE PER USER
**EXCLUDES ALL ALCOHOL**

*ONLY VALID AT EITHER THE GILBERT
OR CHANDLER VERO CHICAGO PIZZA

LOCATIONS - CANNOT USE COUPON WITH
ANY OTHER OFFER

NOT VALID FOR DINE-IN

Any Dine-In Order.
*Must present coupon at time of 

payment for redemption

Any In-Store or Online,
Pick-up Order.

*Must present coupon at time of pickup 

for redemption, online use code below

20%
OFF20%

OFF

www.verochicagopizza.com

ENJOY AWARD-WINNING CHINESE FOOD

Dine In, Pick Up, Delivery

10% OFF 
LUNCH

15% OFF 
DINNER ORDER OF 

$50 OR MORE

HAPPY HOUR  HAPPY HOUR 
SPECIALS:SPECIALS: 

$$4 Beer, 4 Beer, $$5 House Wine,  5 House Wine, 
$$6 Sm. Saki Bomber,  6 Sm. Saki Bomber, 

$$7 Cocktails,  7 Cocktails, 
$$3 OFF Appetizers,  3 OFF Appetizers, 

4-7pm4-7pm 

727 W Ray Rd B1,
Gilbert, AZ 85233

(480) 782-6889
DragonWok.biz

Excludes Happy Hour Specials, Alcohol 
Special Treat Dinner. Expires 3/31/26

JOOY AWARD W NN NGG CCH N SS  FOOJOOYY AAWWAARRDD WWIINNNNIINNGG CCHHIINNEESSEE FFOO
HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR!HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR!

2025

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER
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• See Math on page 37

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A er the Chandler Unifi ed Gov-
erning Board spent hours sorting out 
potential layoff s during its long Jan. 14 
meeting, there were still a few action 
items on the agenda that were resolved 
a erward.

One of those items was an agree-
ment with a nonprofi t organization for 
a new type of math course at two high 
schools.

The board unanimously approved 
an agreement with WestEd for a pilot 
2026-27 math course called “integrat-
ed statistics and quantitative reason-
ing.”

A staff  report states the course, 
known in the 2026-27 high school 
course catalog as MAT410, was ap-
proved by the board when it OK’d 
new grades 7-12 classes in November.

It’s billed as a “hands-on, integra-
tive curriculum that weaves together 
quantitative, statistical, and data lit-
eracy concepts to solve complex, re-
al-world problems.”

The staff  report states ISQR was de-
veloped as a fourth-year math course 

Chandler Unifi ed Assistant Superintendent Jes-
sica Edgar presented a grant-funded pilot high 
school math course Jan. 14 called “integrated 
statistics and quantitative reasoning” that will 
make its CUSD debut at two sites in the 2026-
27 school year. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent 
Newsmedia) 

School board OKs 
‘quantitative 

reasoning’ pilot 
math course

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Chandler Unifi ed’s fi rst semi-
conductor career pathway program 
started when students returned in 
July for the start of the 2025-26 
school year.

Students, industry partners, dis-
trict staff  and local offi  cials gathered 
at Hamilton High School on Jan. 15 
to celebrate the start of the program 
with a ribbon-cutting.

Chandler Unifi ed’s semiconduc-
tor program is based at Hamilton this 
year as part of the district’s career 
and technical education curriculum.

“This new program is a result of 
the direct investment in the future 
workforce, aiming to equip high 
school students with the specialized 
skills needed for careers in the rapid-
ly growing semiconductor industry,” 
the district stated in a news release.

Hamilton Principal Dominic 
Romero spoke at the event.

“What makes this program spe-
cial is that it sits at the intersection 
of education, industry and commu-
nity,” Romero said. “We’re not just 

preparing students for jobs — we’re 
preparing them for purpose. We’re 
providing access to the very fi elds 
that shape our global community 
and national security — and we’re 
doing that right here, at a public high 
school.”

Superintendent Frank Narducci 
said the program was built with years 
of careful staff  planning, along with 
major contributions from “generous 
partners.”

Several students also spoke, one 
praising the “high level of expecta-
tions” instructors have of students 
and the amount of hands-on learning 
that’s built into the curriculum.

Janet Hartkopf, the district’s co-
ordinator of emerging technologies, 
also spoke, as did Intel public aff airs 
coordinator Angela Creedon, Gene 
Fallico of NXP Semiconductor and 
Biren Minhas of Cirrus Logic.

District celebrates new semiconductor program

Hamilton High School students cut a ribbon as Chandler Unifi ed board members, staff , industry 
professionals and others look on.  The Jan. 15 ribbon-cutting was to celebrate the fi rst year of the 
district’s fi rst semiconductor program, located at Hamilton. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent News-
media) 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The Chandler Unifi ed School District 
will have a new superintendent July 1.

The CUSD Governing Board an-
nounced Jan. 29 that Anna Battle will be 
its next superintendent. She’ll take over 
a er current Superintendent Frank Nar-
ducci retires in June.

Contract terms are still being worked 
out. But Board President Patti Serrano 
was quoted in what the board appreciates 
about Battle. 

“Dr. Battle’s passion for public educa-
tion, combined with her experience lead-
ing school systems, refl ects the priorities 
our community identifi ed throughout 

this process and positions our district well 
for the future,” Serrano stated. “Over the 
past several months, the CUSD Gov-
erning Board heard from students, staff , 
families and community members. That 
input was invaluable in shaping our 
leadership profi le and guiding both the 
search process and the fi nal selection. We 
are deeply grateful for the engagement, 
thoughtfulness and care our community 
demonstrated every step of the way.”

Battle, currently a Roosevelt School 
District deputy superintendent, was 
chosen over fellow fi nalists Lana Berry, 
the current CUSD chief fi nancial offi  -

Chandler school board picks new superintendent

Anna Battle speaks at a Jan. 28 Chan-
dler Unifi ed superintendent fi nalist fo-
rum. The longtime educator was chosen 
over fellow fi nalists Lana Berry and Ibi 
Haghighat by the Governing Board and 
will start as CUSD’s next superinten-
dent July 1. (Independent Newsmedia/
Jason W. Brooks)

• See Superintendent on page 38
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Detect colon
cancer earlier.
March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. Colon cancer is the
second leading cause of cancer-related death in the United States in
men and women combined – but it doesn’t have to be. Regular
screenings make early detection, and in some cases
even prevention, possible.

Scan to complete your health questionnaire
and find out where you stand.
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

This week, Scott Barclay sent out 
the news release he probably knew 
he’d have to make — albeit probably 
sooner than he anticipated.

Barclay, owner of Aspire, a gym-
nastics gym in west Chandler, an-
nounced coach Rob Survick died on 
Jan. 21. He was 48.

Survick had amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis, or ALS, for the past nine 
years, Barclay said in the news re-
lease, though the coach and former 
Arizona State University gymnast 
wasn’t offi  cially diagnosed until 
2020.

“Rob was a coach, father, hus-
band, mentor and a friend,” Barclay 
wrote. “Since (the 2020 diagnosis), 
he committed to coming into the gym 
every day he could to do what he felt 
would keep him going — and that he 
did right up until 4 weeks ago.”

A er the loss of the use of his arms 
and legs within the past few years, 
Survick relied on staff  capable of 
picking him up, and various chairs to 
position him in the gym, would use a 
mic placed on his head to coach the 
team.

Gymnasts who train at Aspire 
range from those barely old enough to 
tumble to college-age young adults. 
Barclay said Survick was a “vital 
member” of both the Arizona State 
University and Aspire families.

“His impact on our athletes, fam-
ilies, and staff  is immeasurable,” 
Barclay wrote. “He brought passion, 
love, and a vibrant spirit to our gym 
every day. His infl uence on both the 
junior and senior levels will be felt for 
a long time to come.”

An Arizona State graduate, Sur-
vick competed on the ASU Club 
team from 1998 to 2002. During his 
time as a student-athlete, the team 

faced signifi cant challenges, Barclay 
wrote, including a complete end of 
university gymnastics funding and 
the loss of its ASU training facility.

“Rob was at the center of the eff ort 
to preserve the program, striving pas-
sionately to build this team from the 
ground up,” Barclay wrote.

Following graduation from ASU, 
Survick coached the Sunrays and 
Desert Devils before partnering with 
Dan Hayden in 2005 to coach the Ju-
nior Sun Devils at the newly opened 
Aspire Kids Sports Center, located 
near the Chandler Fashion Center.

For the next 20 years, Survick 
served as the ASU club’s assistant 
coach.

“Beyond his titles, Rob’s heart was 
dedicated to developing young men,” 
Barclay said. “He used gymnastics as 

a tool to help them grow into strong, 
responsible, and caring individuals.”

Barclay wrote that Survick was a 
devoted father to Charlie, age 14 and 
Gracie, who’s 11, and was “deeply in 
love” with his wife of 16 years, Missy.

Per Survick’s wishes, Barclay 
wrote, Aspire will wait until a er the 
season to gather and celebrate the 
coach’s life with all those he loved 
and infl uenced.

Barclay wrote that many people 
have asked how they you can help or 
what they can send. The best way to 
help at this time is to send the Sur-
vicks a food gi  card; email Barclay 
at scott@aspirekidsports.com or call 

Aspire at 480-820-3774 for more in-
formation about donating.

“Thank you for keeping Rob and 
his family in your thoughts during 
this diffi  cult time,” Barclay wrote.

Survick, in September, spoke at 
length as Aspire held a 30th anni-
versary celebration, where Survick 
spoke to the hundreds in attendance 
at length. He was also the was the 
subject of a profi le in the Chandler 
Independent leading up to that event.

“My wife and my kids are the most 
important people in my life,” Survick 
told the Independent. “But this sure 
is important, too.”

Coach and former Aspire student Brian Kern helps coach Rob Survick get his chair across the gym 
during Aspire’s 30th birthday celebration Sept. 13, 2025 at the gymnastics facility in west Chandler. 
Survick died Jan. 21 from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS. (Independent Newsmedia fi le/Jason 
W. Brooks)

Rob Survick, a former Arizona State University 
gymnast and longtime coach at the Aspire gym-
nastics facility in west Chandler, died Jan. 21 
from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS. (Cour-
tesy of Scott Barclay)

Chandler gymnastic coach with ALS dies
NEIGHBORS
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Join us for theJoin us for the Fun! Fun!
TTuesday, February 24, 2026

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

senior exposenior expo
Your Gateway to Wellness & Fun at 

Sun Lakes Country Club • 25601 S Sun Lakes Blvd, Chandler

FREE EVENT & PARKING

EXPLORE RESOURCES WITH EXPERTS

Home Improvement,
Health Care, Travel, Real Estate, 
Financial, Medicare Insurance, 

A/C, Heating & Plumbing, 
Wellness, Research,

Senior Assistance, and more!

Exclusive Deals, Discounts, Samples, & Giveaways

INDEPENDENT
CHANDLER
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A/C • Heat • Plumbing • Insulation
480-593-2265

Family Owned and Operated

A Family Name You Can Trust

EllsworthHomeServices.com

ROC# 361935  ROC# 259768 ROC# 267572

Full inspection of unit, 
check refrigerant levels, 
and inspect for proper 

airflow in all rooms

Full inspection on whole 
house system with 

water heater flush and 
water quality test

*First time customer only and must own the 
home and be main residence

*First time customer only and must own the 
home and be main residence

FREE A/C & HEAT FREE A/C & HEAT 
CHECK UP!CHECK UP!

NEW A/C & HEATINGNEW A/C & HEATING
UNIT STARTING AT $49UNIT STARTING AT $49

PER MONTHPER MONTH

FREEFREE
PLUMBINGPLUMBING
CHECK UP!CHECK UP!

10% SENIOR10% SENIOR
AND VETERANAND VETERAN

DISCOUNTSDISCOUNTS

Value of $69.90Value of $69.90 Value of $198.00Value of $198.00

FRUSTRATED BY 
YOUR BIG BANK?
You’re more than a number here.

480-855-6287 • WESTERNBANKS.COM • 976 W Chandler Blvd • Chandler

Member FDIC

Discover SCAN Health Plan®

• Profits go back to what matters, your health.
• We’re a nonprofit plan built to put members first. 
• With nearly 50 years of experience in senior care, you can count on us. 
• Local experts are here to fight for your needs. 
• Extras beyond Original Medicare to give you 

real value and help you live life on your terms. 
• Our team is ready to support your journey 

every step of the way. 

Call SCAN Today

Daring to Care 
differently since 1977

(833) 782-2082  (TTY: 711)
Calling this number will connect you to 
a licensed insurance agent/broker.

Visit us at
scanhealthplan.com

480-725-7776
Serving Chandler, AZ Since 1982 • brewersac.com

Brewer’s Air Conditioning & Heating provides air conditioning & heating 
services in Chandler, Phoenix, AZ and the surrounding areas

24/7 Service Call Today!

MIRACLE-EAR: CHANDLER • 480-732-9800 
1900 W Chandler Blvd, Ste 13 • Chandler, AZ 85224

FIND OUT WHY YOU MAY:
• Hear Certain Sounds While Not Understanding The Words
• Often Ask Others To Repeat Themselves
• Have Difficulty Hearing On The Telephone

THE CHANDLER SENIOR EXPO
Date: Tues., Feb. 24, from 9am to Noon
Location: Sun Lakes Country Club 
25601 E. Sun Lakes Blvd. N., Chandler, AZ 85248 

Miracle-EarMINI™
Small but MIGHTY!

COME HEAR! Visit our 
booth and ask about a 

FREE Hearing Evaluation!
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Call (480) 404-8161 for your FREE window and door diagnosis

Secure
your
special
move-in

offer!

Call us to schedule a tour

Independent Living, Assisted
Living, & Memory Care

100 W Queen Creek Rd
Chandler, AZ 85286

LIC #AL12156C

Body Donation Program  
Tomorrow’s Healthcare Team

Your gift will help educate compassionate 
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.
For more information, call: 623-806-7990

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308 
623-806-7990 | azbodydonation@midwestern.edu 

www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation

Travel has long been viewed as a 
positive hobby that can pay short- 
and long-term dividends. Some of 
those benefi ts may surprise even the 
most devoted jet-setters. For exam-
ple, a joint study from the Global 
Commission on Aging and the Trans-
america Center for Retirement Stud-
ies found that women who vacationed 
twice a year had a considerably lower 
risk of heart attack than women who 
vacationed once every six years. The 
same study noted men who did not 
take an annual vacation had a 30 per-
cent greater risk of heart disease than 
men who did vacation each year.

Traveling a er 50 may necessitate 
a slightly diff erent approach than it 
did when individuals were younger. 
Though adults over 50 can reap the 
same travel-related rewards they did 
when they were younger, some addi-
tional safety measures may be neces-

sary at this point in travelers’ lives.
• Determine vaccination require-

ments if you plan to travel overseas. 
The Health In Aging Foundation urg-
es older travelers hoping to go over-
seas to identify vaccination require-
ments in countries they plan to visit. 
Make this part of your early planning, 
as the HIAF notes some countries re-
quire vaccinations be administered at 
least six weeks prior to entry. Infor-
mation regarding travel-related vac-
cinations can be found on the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
website at https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/
travel/page/travel-vaccines.

• Get a pre-trip medical checkup. 
A pre-trip medical checkup can en-
sure adults over 50 are healthy enough 
to travel. A doctor visit also can be a 
great opportunity to update vacci-

Travel tips for the over-50 crowd

• See Travel on page 23
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We Cover Your Ugly
Durable Concrete Coatings & 
Home Remodeling Made Easy

Call us at 
(623) 432-7508 

to schedule a consultation

Kitchens & Baths
Patios, Decks & Porches

Pools & Pool Decking
and More!

CURIOUS ABOUT YOUR MEDICARE OPTIONS IN 2026?
Members can receive licensed, local assistance at no cost or obligation to enroll.

Diane Ayers, Licensed Agent
Medicare Advantage (MA) & More!
Prescription Drug Plans (PDP)
Turning 65 soon (~ 3 months)?
Curious about exploring options?

480-255-4005 
TTY:711

 AYERSAGENCYAZ@GMAIL.COM

Calling will direct you to 
a licensed agent serving 

Arizona state.

See Us At The Senior Expo
1850 W Rio Salado Parkway, Tempe, AZ 852811850 W Rio Salado Parkway, Tempe, AZ 85251

wellcare.com

$1,500 OFF

$200 OFF
Water Heater
Replacement

$50 OFF
ANY plumbing

repair

$200 OFF
WaWW ter Heater
Replacement

$50 OFF
ANY plumbing

repai
mm
r

Have you seen
us around?

Zippity Split has repaired thousands 
of sewer pipes in the Valley

WITHOUT DIGGING!

480-274-9041

  up to $1,000 OFF
Sewer Repairs

We are the Sun City sewer experts, but we are also a
full service plumbing company!

The threat posed by social 
isolation has been known to 
medical researchers and health 
care professionals for years, but 
the issue gained wider atten-
tion during the pandemic. Re-
strictions on social gatherings 
during the pandemic opened 
millions of people’s eyes to the 
ill eff ects of social isolation, 
and while that threat proved 
temporary for the majority of 
people across the globe, many 
seniors continue to live largely 
isolated lives.

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, depression, anxiety, 
increased risk of suicide, and 
various chronic health prob-
lems are some of the outcomes 
associated with loneliness. 
That’s a troubling assessment 
that becomes even more dis-

concerting when considering 
a general decline in socializa-
tion as evidenced by the 2021 
American Perspectives Sur-
vey. Survey participants in-
dicated they have fewer close 
friendships than they once did, 
speak with their friends less 
o en and rely less on friends 
for personal support. That’s 
challenging for adults of all 
ages, but it can be especially 
diffi  cult for aging adults, who 
may be dealing with the loss 
of a spouse or other close con-
fi dantes they would otherwise 
rely on when confronting per-
sonal problems. Hobbies that 
promote socialization can help 
aging adults reestablish friend-
ships and build new ones, pay-

Hobbies to get seniors out and about

• See Hobbies on page 23
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Root
Canal
$475

Crowns
$275
$475

Courtesy
Transportation

from
many Valley

Locations

Implants
(includes crown)

$1,900

Your Smile Powers Our Success!

Thank you to the Independent Newsmedia readers for choosing us as your

Amazing Dental Care Provides:
•

•

•

•

•

Los Algodones is the dental mecca of North America.

480-332-0774
Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of East Valley is your full reha-
bilitation hospital. We provide compassionate care from our expert team 
of physical, occupational and speech therapists, physicians, nurses, 
dietitians, pharmacists and case managers who work together to create 
a plan to meet your unique goals.

We specialize in the following areas of care and rehabilitation:
Stroke • Brain Injury • Hip Fractures • Complex Neurological Conditions

Orthopedic Conditions
Contact US - Main Hospital Phone Number 480-567-0350 

5652 E. Baseline Rd. Mesa, AZ 85206

Lin Sue Flood, Director of Community Engagement

More than hospice care
We support people living with chronic 
illnesses like cancer, heart disease, 
COPD and all stages of dementia.
Call 24/7. We can help.

Your not-for-profit
hospice serving

all in need since 1977

(602) 530-6900 hov.org

Now Accepting Patients

*At most locations. Primary care services are provided by Oak Street Health. AARP and its affiliates do not employ Oak Street 
Health physicians and staff, and are not responsible for the services provided by them. Oak Street Health pays a royalty fee to 
AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP.

Call Oak Street Health today for more information (602) 767-8962

See how easy healthcare can be:
• Same day/next day 
   appointments* and 24/7 
   patient support line
• Locations in your neighborhood

• Help understanding your  
   Medicare benefits
• Hassle-free transfer of medical 
   records and health history

Chandler 
1036 North Arizona Avenue  
Chandler, AZ 85225 

Got Medicare Questions?
Impact Med Solutions is here to help you understand your Medicare options!

Let us answer your questions, explain your coverage, 
and guide you towards the best plan for your needs.

Amber Ethridge  
480-220-0022

Becky Subramanian 
480-292-6171

GET INSPIRED AT MWWD.com

Windows and Doors 
Custom Crafted for 
Your Vision

MKT-16922-A-AD  © 2024 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 21235358

> edwardjones.com

Christine L Lobdell Raney
Financial Advisor

10325 E Riggs Rd Suite 107
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248
480-802-0741

Stephen R Phair
Financial Advisor

9666 E Riggs Rd Ste 106
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248
480-895-5179

Brad Sonoda
Financial Advisor

10325 E Riggs Rd Suite 107
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248
480-802-0741

| Member SIPC

Life is for living. 
Let’s partner to help you make 
every single moment matter. 
At Edward Jones, we deliver candid guidance and
personalized investment strategies to help you plan 
for and realize the possiblities of your future — for
you, your family and generations to follow Visit us at the

Chandler Senior Expo
602-336-5531
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(480) 637-5384 mylifetimehome.com
*Terms & conditions apply.

Take an
extra

Jason Heavens, MD
623.444.2734
mdvip.com/JasonHeavensMD

Prioritize your health with personalized 
primary care—right here in Tempe

Care includes advanced tests and screenings, with perks 
like same- or next-day visits and a dedicated doctor who  
understands your health needs. Longevity focused, add 
years to your life and life to your years.

800-630-1691

YOUR LOCAL GOLD AND SILVER EXPERTS SINCE 1982
Call or text today to learn more about diversifying your portfolio 

or to move your IRA or 401k into precious metals.

www.swissamerica.com/SeniorExpo

Medicare Advantage plans help 
expand your Medicare coverage 

beyond Original Medicare.

602-869-4171

Shower & Bath Remodeling Company 
Serving Phoenix, AZ
Phoenix's Local Shower & Bathroom Remodeling Company 

(480) 447-9260
www.apexwindowsandbath.com

Daily news at 
your fingertips

Sign up Sign up 
for your for your 
newsletternewsletter
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ing dividends that can have a pro-
found impact on their overall health. 
With that in mind, adults who feel 
as though their social circles are 
shrinking in mid-life or in retirement 
can look to these activities as means 
to rebuilding their social lives.

• Book club: A book club off ers 
multiple benefi ts to adults. Book 
clubs are inherently social and tend 
to bring like-minded individuals to-
gether, which can help build new 
and lasting friendships that extend 
beyond weekly discussions. A 2021 
study published in the journal Neu-
rology also linked regular reading to 
a lower risk of developing dementia.

• Sports: Sports provide another 
avenue to socialize with like-minded 
individuals. Golf is not a team sport, 
but it is typically played in groups 
of two or four, making it an ide-

al activity for adults with free time 
on their hands to get out and about
and meet other people. Leagues for
so ball, bowling and pickleball also 
provide opportunities to socialize, 
and many adults are participating in 
such leagues for that very reason. A
CivicScience study released in 2025
found that 49 percent of adults who 
planned to participate in adult recre-
ational sports leagues were doing so 
for social interaction and the chance 
to make friends. 

• Travel: Travel can provide an-
other means for aging adults to make
friends. Group tours to foreign coun-
tries, day trips to local attractions
arranged by township recreational 
offi  ces or even overseas trips with 
friends you’ve fallen out of touch 
with can be a great means to build 
new friendships and reinvigorate old 
ones, all the while getting you out of 
the house.

Hobbies
• From page 20

Our New Patio is
OPEN

 Sun Lakes Country Club 
25601 S. Sun Lakes Blvd., Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

Come enjoy our brand-new patio featuring an indoor/outdoor bar, the perfect spot to relax and unwind.

 Pull up a chair on the patio and enjoy the best of The Sunset Grill!

Come Check Out Our:
Daily featured menu items

Daily drink specials
Multiple TVs for sports and entertainment

State-of-the-art misters to keep you cool as warmer days approach

Weekly favorites you’ll love:
Trivia Sundays

Sunday Brunch Buffet
A new themed buffet every Saturday

and much more!

nations and discuss medications. It 
can be tricky to manage medications 
when crossing time zones, and travel-
ers can work out a schedule with their 
physicians to ensure they don’t miss 
any doses. This also can be a good 
time to renew prescriptions to ensure 
you don’t run out while away from 
home. Work with your physician and 
pharmacist to create a list of prescrip-
tion and over-the-counter medica-
tions you take, which the HIAF notes 
will make it easier to get through cus-
toms and get replacement medicines 
should you need them while travel-
ing.

• Beware of deep-vein thrombo-
sis (DVT) and how to avoid it. The 
Mayo Clinic notes DVT occurs when 
a blood clot forms in one or more of 
the deep veins in the body, typically 
in the legs. Lack of movement is a risk 

factor for DVT, which can aff ect im-
mobile travelers during long fl ights, 
train rides or road trips. DVT risk can 
be reduced by getting up and walking 
around when allowed to do so on long 
fl ights or train rides. If you’ll be driv-
ing long distances, make frequent pit-
stops to get out of the car and stretch 
your legs.

• Stay hydrated. The Cleveland 
Clinic notes that dehydration can 
cause dizziness, elevate a person’s 
heart rate, contribute to swollen 
feet and muscle cramps, and result 
in fatigue, among other side eff ects. 
Travel is exciting, and it can be easy 
to forget to hydrate during engaging 
trips. But the HIAF recommends in-
dividuals bring a large bottle of water 
with them and drink even if they do 
not feel thirsty.

These simple safety precautions 
can protect travelers 50 and over 
from health issues that might not have 
posed as signifi cant a threat when 
they traveled in years past.

Travel
• From page 19
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Is There A Cure For My Tinnitus?
FREE BOOK

on Tinnitus Causes & Treatment
Get Your Copy at

SilenceTheSounds.com

(623) 343-8970
HearingAndBrainCenters.comH

STOP THE RINGING WITH THIS NEXT STEP!IS NEXT STEP!

Medicare Plans That Celebrate You!

GSwitzer@ahcusa.com
AlignmentHealth.com

Ginger Switzer
Community Outreach Representative

602-858-6710

Ginger Higginbotham
Ghigginbotham@ahcusa.com

www.ryzeoutdoorcreations.comwww.ryzeoutdoorcreations.com480-431-6497480-431-6497

The human body undergoes an as-
sortment of changes over the course 
of a lifetime. Some of those changes 
are visible to the naked eye, but many 
more are not. The body’s changing 
needs in regard to nutrition is one al-
teration that people cannot see.

A nutritious diet can be a build-
ing block of a long and healthy life. 
Nutritional needs change as the body 
ages, and recognition of those chang-
es can help people rest easy that their 
diets are working in their favor and 
not to their detriment.

Calorie needs
The body requires fewer calo-

ries as individuals reach adulthood. 
That’s because muscle mass begins 
to decrease in adulthood while fat 
increases. The National Institutes 
of Health notes that muscles use 
more calories than fat through-

out the day, so it makes sense that 
a body experiencing a decline in 
muscle mass will require less calo-
ries than one in which muscle mass 
is on the rise. No two individuals 
are the same, and some adults ex-
ercise more than others. So it’s best 
for adults to consult their physician 
to discuss their own calorie needs 
and then adjust their diets based on 
such discussions.

What to eat
The American Heart Association 

notes aging adults’ calories should 
come from nutrient-dense foods like 
vegetables, fruits, whole grains, lean 
meat, and low-fat dairy. This recom-
mendation aligns with adults’ declin-
ing calorie needs, as nutrient-dense 
foods contain ample amounts of pro-
tein, vitamins and/or minerals but do 
not contain a lot of calories. 

Water needs
It’s vital for aging adults 

to make a concerted eff ort 
to drink water each day. 
The Offi  ce of Disease 
Prevention and Health 
Promotion notes that the 
sensation of thirst declines 
with age. Aging adults 
who are unaware of that 
unique biological reality 
may be risking dehydra-
tion because they are not 
compelled to drink water throughout 
the day. The Cleveland Clinic notes 
that dehydration can contribute to diz-
ziness, weakness and lightheadedness, 
among other symptoms. Those symp-
toms can be particularly menacing 
for older adults, who are at increased 
risk for potentially harmful falls even 
if they are not dehydrated. The body 

still needs water as it ages, and seniors 
taking certain medications may need 
more than usual due to medication-re-
lated fl uid loss. 

These are just some of the ways 
nutritional needs change with age. 
Adults are urged to pay greater at-
tention to diet as they age and make 
choices that can counter age-related 
changes in their bodies. 

How nutritional needs change with age
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WWW.WYNDHAM.COM

Karen M. Rosner
808-253-1157

kmrpfc22@gmail.com

The day a child leaves home can 
be bittersweet for parents. Although a 
son or daughter being successful and 
mature enough to move on to new op-
portunities can be a source of pride, 
parents typically lament the quiet 
that comes from empty rooms and 
a change to the daily routine they’d 
grown accustomed to when the kids 
were around. A er some time, some 
couples decide to downsize to a home 
more befi tting the empty nester life-
style.

Downsizing presents an option for 
homeowners whose kids have le  the 
nest. New analysis from a survey of 
2,500 empty nesters commissioned 
by Regency Living found that 30 
percent of empty nesters choose to 
downsize and move from their origi-
nal family homes. When retirement is 
just around the corner, many profes-
sionals shi  focus to how they want 
to live and where. Moving to a new 
home presents plenty of opportunities 
for older adults, including a chance to 
choose a home based on what’s right 
for them in this stage of life. There are 
questions homeowners can ask them-
selves as they ponder if downsizing is 
right for them.

1. How much upkeep can I han-
dle? A lifelong family home may be 
well-loved, but chances are it requires 
signifi cant upkeep and repairs. Emp-
ty nesters may choose to move on to 

a home that off ers lifestyle benefi ts 
like less maintenance. Homes in life-
style communities or those overseen 
by a homeowners’ association tend to 
have certain maintenance built into a 
monthly fee.

2. Is this layout still a fi t? Many 
empty nesters may not immediately 
feel the eff ects of aging, but before 
selecting a next home, individuals 
should think about aging in place 

and any unique needs they may have. 
Opting for a single-level home, or at 
least one with the owner’s suite on 
the main level, can be advantageous. 

3. Can I make due with less square 
footage? A cavernous home with 
many rooms o en isn’t desirable 
for empty nesters. All of that square 
footage requires heating, cooling and 
maintenance. Rattling around inside 
a big, empty house may precipitate 

the decision to downsize. Downsizing 
also can free up home equity, which 
can be used to fund retirement needs.

4. Which features do you desire? 
Many empty nesters want the next 
home to focus on some luxury items 
they may have bypassed in the fi rst 
home when priorities lay elsewhere. 
Upscale environments like gourmet 
kitchens, spa-like bathrooms and out-
door living spaces may be in the bud-
get when moving into a home with a 
smaller footprint.

5. Will my home be secure while 
I travel? Empty nesters might want 
to choose homes in gated communi-
ties or condominium complexes for 
safety reasons. Should they opt to 
spend a portion of time at a vacation 
rental or second home as snowbirds, 
secure communities enable residents 
to leave their primary residence with 
the peace of mind that those homes 
will be less vulnerable to thieves. 

6. Does this home have enough 
light? The American Optometric 
Association says many adults start 
to have problems seeing clearly be-
ginning at age 40. Homes with more 
light from large windows and artifi -
cial lighting can reduce accident risk.

Moving to a smaller home is a 
consideration for many empty nest-
ers. Various features off er benefi ts to 
adults who want to age in place.  

A home-buying guide for empty nesters
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Learn more at ArchWellHealth.com 
or call (480) 870-7133.

Stay active. Stay connected. After age 60, it’s critical 
to have a primary care team that understands your 
health. That’s why ArchWell Health centers host activities 
designed to keep you moving and meeting new people.   

Primary Care for Phoenicians Age 60+

Is staying active your next move?
We’re with you.

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

ROC 295792

Plus free safety feature

BEFORE AFTER

Luxury Bath
is Your Only Choice for Remodeling

$1000 Off!

Can’t Hear on the Phone?
Enjoy phone conversations confident 
you’ll catch every word! Read closed 
captions of everything your caller says.

Deborah Hulkoff
248-910-3147
deborah.hulkoff@oeius.org

e?
nt 

ed 
r says.

No
Landline
Needed!

10 CONVENIENT EAST VALLEY LOCATIONS

480-835-6100
www.TriCityCardiology.com

Sign up at 
the expo for 

FREE HVAC Tune Up & 
Whole Home 

Plumbing Inspection

602-962-2817

Come See us at the 
S  Senior Expo
Come See us at the 

Chandler Expo

Get local help with your Medicare questions.

Sharon Williams  
Licensed Sales Agent 
602-615-9638, TTY 711  
smbk.williams@gmail.com
myuhcagent.com/sharon.williams

I’m Sharon Williams, a licensed sales agent in Arizona. 
When it comes to Medicare, it’s important to consider all of 
your options. What works well for your neighbor may not be 

It’s time to take advantage.

480-633-1830

75 W Baseline Road, Suite 9 
Gilbert, AZ 85233

Schedule a Free Hearing 
Screening today!

AudioNova.com

THE SMART CHOICE
SAVE 75% OR MORE ON FUNERAL FEES
Cremation costs will continue to rise. When you pre-plan 
with Smart Cremation, you lock in today’s price for cremation 
services and never have to worry about hidden or rising costs.

Call 480-374-9742 or visit SmartCremation.com 
to receive a FREE Planning Guide.
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senior exposenior expo

Your Gateway to 
Wellness & Fun at 

Sun Lakes 
Country Club

25601 S. Sun Lakes 
Blvd., Chandler

we’ll see you therewe’ll see you there!!

COME VISIT OUR SPONSORS!

FREE 
EVENT & 
PARKING

INDEPENDENT
CHANDLER

Accurate Air Conditioning, Inc

Alignment Health

Amazing Dental

Apex Home Repair Remodeling

Archwell Health

Arizona Relay Service

Audionova Connect Hearing

Ayers Insurance Agency of AZ

Brewer’s AC & Heating LLC

CapTel Outreach

Carol Royse/Your Home Sold 
Guaranteed Realty

Cogir Senior Living Candence 
Chandler

Desert Financial Wills & Trusts

Edward Jones- Sun Lakes Group

Ellsworth Home Services

Encompass Health-East Valley

For Energy

Hearing and Brain Centers

Heaven’s Medical

Home Concepts Custom 
Remodeling

Hospice of the Valley

Humana

Impact Med Solutions

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel of Arizona

KMR Medical Debt Solutions

Lifetime Home Remodeling

Martinsen Wealth Management

Marvin Design Gallery

Midwestern University- Body 
Donation Program

Miracle Ear

Oak Street Health

Renewal By Andersen

Ryze Outdoor Creations

SCAN Health Plan - 
BUSINESS SPONSOR

Semper Fi Heating & Cooling

Smart Cremation

Stressless Remodeling

Swiss America Trading Corp

Travel + Leisure 

TrialSphere Clinical Research

Tri-City Cardiology

Trulieve

United Healthcare

Wellcare

Western Bank

Zippity Split
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Mesa, AZ — The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with 
prescription drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These drugs 
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are 
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause you to feel 
uncomfortable and have a variety of 

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy 
is a result of damage to the nerves often 
causing weakness, pain, numbness, 
tingling, and the most debilitating balance 
problems. This damage is commonly 
caused by a hands and feet which causes 
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to 
lack of nutrient flow.

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood 
vessels that surround the nerves become 
diseased they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to “die” 
they cause you to have balance problems, 
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and 
many additional symptoms. The main 
problem is that your doctor has told you 

to just live with the problem or try the drugs 
which you don’t like taking because they 
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now 
a facility  right here in Mesa that offers you 
hope without taking those endless drugs 
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity 
examination at the end of this article)
neuropathy three factors must be 
determined.

1)  What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been 
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve 
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for 
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition 
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen 
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow, 
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you 
back to health is our new $50,000.00 
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art 
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic 
unit to accurately determine the increase 
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to 
accurately determine the increase in small 
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system 
delivers energy to the affected area of your 
body at varying wavelengths, including 
both low-frequency and middle-frequency 
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated 
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM) 
signaling. During a treatment session, the 
Sanexas system automatically changes to 
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric 
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS 
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare 
restrictions apply) Depending on your 
coverage, your treatment could be little to 
no cost to you! 

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 
determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have 
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage 
there is hope! 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

480-796-1136
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/ 
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed 
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this 
chronic pain and neuropathy severity 
examination from now until April 30, 
2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an 
appointment to determine if your chronic 
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are 
limiting this FREE consultation to the first 
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER 
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes 
to our voicemail, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you asap.
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The Chandler Chamber of Com-
merce, Gila River Indian Communi-
ty, and the city of Chandler have an-
nounced that a signature East Valley 
event is moving.

A news release from LeVine En-
tertainment states that for several rea-
sons, the Chandler Chamber Ostrich 
Festival will move to Rawhide West-
ern Town and Event Center “for the 
2026 festival and beyond” to support 
the event’s continued growth.

Rawhide is located off  of I-10 
and Wild Horse Pass Boulevard, just 
southwest of the Chandler city limits.

The big change comes a er more 
than 20 years of the event being held 
at Tumbleweed Park, one of Chan-
dler’s largest municipal parks.

“The Ostrich Festival has become 
such a beloved and expansive event 
that it’s ready for a new home,” Ter-
ri Kimble, president of the Chandler 
Chamber of Commerce, said in the 
news release. “Rawhide provides the 
space and infrastructure to take the 
festival experience to the next level for 
our community.”

The year’s festival will once again 
take place over two weekends. This 
year, its March 13-15 and March 20-
22. The headline entertainment will 
be announced in the weeks ahead.

 The release states that with new 
amenities in place at Tumbleweed 
Park, including an 18-court pickleball 
facility, a four-fi eld diamond sports 
complex, and multiple multi-purpose 
athletic fi elds, the festival will move 
to Rawhide to accommodate future 
growth. 

Last year, the parking crunch was 
apparent even while the pickleball fa-
cility was under construction.

The move to Rawhide and be-
yond supports the continued expan-
sion of the Ostrich Festival at a venue 
equipped to accommodate increased 
attendance rates, additional parking, 

and infrastructure, the release states.
The festival will also feature a re-

freshed layout and updated Rawhide 
amenities, including indoor vendor 
space, permanent restrooms and run-
ning water throughout the grounds.

There will be more room for attrac-
tions, carnival rides and activities, as 
well as opportunities to learn more 
about the rich history of the festival, 
it states.

 Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke, 
who has embraced the festival to the 
level of making ostriches a theme of 
fi ctional themed promotional videos 

for other city events, praised festival 
organizers for pivoting and keeping 
the festival going. 

“The Ostrich Festival has long been 
one of Chandler’s most cherished tra-
ditions, celebrating our unique history 
with ostriches,” Hartke said. “We’re 
grateful to the chamber and its part-
ners for their commitment to build on 
the festival’s success while honoring 
the heritage and family-friendly at-
tractions that make this a truly special 
event.”

Founded in 1989 to celebrate 
Chandler’s early ostrich ranching 

heritage, the festival has grown from
a downtown event into a regional cel-
ebration and the city’s largest event.

A er relocating to Tumbleweed 
Park in 2003, the event built enough 
momentum to off er two weekends
of all-ages entertainment featuring 
known headliners including The 
Beach Boys, Shaggy, Walker Hayes,
Nelly, Train, Sublime With Rome, 
Andy Grammer, Flo Rida and The 
Commodores.

Last year’s entertainers included
The Fray, MaryJo, Natasha Beding-
fi eld and Tyler Hubbard.

Ostrich Fest stays in East Valley, but not in Chandler

Carnival rides are one of the many elements of all-ages fun the Chandler Chamber of Commerce’s Ostrich Festival promises each year. Starting with this
year’s 36th annual event, the festival will be held at the Rawhide Western Town & Event Center off  of Wild Horse Pass Boulevard and I-10, southwest of
Chandler. (Courtesy of Chandler Chamber of Commerce) 
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Three American Troubadours | 3/21
Charlie Chaplin’s SMILE
with Philippe Quint | 3/15

David Foster & Katharine McPhee | 3/28

Ragtime: 
The Musical | 4/24-4/26

The Hot Sardines | 3/23

Samara Joy | 4/9

Festival Orchestra Week | 2/22-3/1

Jazz at Lincoln Center Presents: 
The Great American Crooners | 2/9

Patti LuPone | 2/16

Counterpoint | 2/13

NORTH SCOTTSDALE’S
PREMIERE CONCERT DESTINATION| 480.422.8449  |  AZMUSICFEST.ORG
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to their ventures, their communities, 
and their clear vision for sustainable 
growth, the release states.

Here are the 2025 State For-
ty Eight Foundation Entrepreneur 
Grant recipients:

Naked Fig Soap
Founder: Madeline Harn
Grant awarded: $10,000
A handmade skincare brand 

producing plant-based soaps and 
body care products with a focus on 
sustainability and small-batch cra s-
manship. Learn more at nakedfi g-
soap.com.

Cruizin For A Brewzin

Founder: Diamond Quinones
Grant awarded: $7,500
A mobile beverage business 

off ering elevated coff ee and cock-
tail service while giving back to the 
community by supporting foster 
children throughout Arizona. Learn 
more at cruizinforabrewzin.com.

Everything Etched
Founders: Liz Ann Hewett and 

Tyler Cadwell
Grant awarded: $7,500
A custom engraving and design 

studio specializing in personalized 
products and live, on-site engraving 
experiences. Learn more at every-
thingetched.com.

Exceptional Vibe
Founder: Johann Warnholtz
Grant awarded: $5,000
An event production and experi-

ence company creating high-energy 
community gatherings, brand activa-
tions, and live events across Arizona. 
Learn more at exceptionalvibe.com.

KOA Pediatric Therapy
Founder: Lindsey Sandys
Grant awarded: $5,000
A pediatric therapy practice off er-

ing occupational therapy and devel-
opmental support to children and 
families across Arizona. Learn more 
at koapediatrictherapy.com.

The Spaghetti Shack
Founder: Joey Perez
Grant awarded: $5,000
A locally owned restaurant serv-

ing handcra ed Italian comfort food 
with a community-fi rst approach. 
Learn more at thespaghettishack.
com.

Produce Your Life
Founder: Daaron Battle
Grant awarded: $5,000
A youth-centered organization 

empowering the next generation 
through creative and entrepreneurial 
education in digital media, music, 
and storytelling. Learn more at proy-
ourlife.com.

Barbell Eff ect
Founder: Jose Perez
Grant awarded: $5,000
A community-focused fi tness 

studio providing strength training, 
athletic development, and youth pro-
gramming in Laveen. Learn more at 
barbelleff ect.com.

Since is inception in 2020, the 
State Forty Eight Foundation states, 
it has awarded more than $187,000 
to 52 Arizona small businesses.

Grants
• From page 6

Fillet mignon, 40-ounce toma-
hawks and other steaks are featured, 
as are plenty of seafood, caviar, pastas 
and salads. A separate Sunday brunch 
menu off ers a whole list of treats.

The full bar, seen when guests fi rst 
walk in, is stocked to make virtually 
any cocktail combination. Outdoor 
seating on the patio, especially in 
winter months, is where guests can 
dine, though there’s plenty of indoor 
seating in the main dining room.

White said there’s a “smart busi-
ness casual” dress code for the main 
dining room, with exceptions made 
for football jerseys during Sunday 
brunch.

He said live entertainment has 
included international jazz singers, 
while guests have included movie 
stars and pro athletes; the Arizona 
Cardinals’ practice facility is nearby.

White’s grandmother’s Gold-
en Rule Cafe helped pave the way 
for Lo-Lo’s, which is now in south 
Phoenix, as well as Las Vegas and 

near Dallas / Forth Worth’s largest 
airport.

Monroe’s Hot Chicken is in down-
town Phoenix, and Brunch & Sip re-
cently found a new home in the Ar-
cadia area.

A Lo-Lo’s location in Old Town 
Gilbert closed in late 2024 a er al-
most 10 years there.

White believes his grandmother 

was one of, if not the only, Black 
American businesswoman in Arizona 
at the time.

“One thing she instilled in me is that 
you’ll probably only succeed if your 
heart is into something,” White said. 
“So when it comes to big decisions, I 
have to feel it in my heart.”

White praised his wife, Rasheeda, 
for being profi cient at bookkeeping and 

other business-side aspects of restau-
rants. He said he’s mentored a few 
people; Rasheeda mentored a woman 
who was helping Sugar Jam Southern 
Kitchen prosper in north Scottsdale.

White said there are plans to open a 
Brunch & Sip in the greater Los Ange-
les area soon. He said even though the 
menu has some expensive items, he can 
see Warren’s expanding to Las Vegas or 
Texas as well.

“All of our restaurants are able to be 
duplicated,” he said.

Learn more about the restaurant at 
warrenssupperclub.com.

Warren’s
• From page 6

Filet mignon and sides are among the 
many upscale items on the menu at Lar-
ry White’s Warren’s Supper Club restau-
rant in west Chandler. The restaurant 
opened in June of last year. (Jason W. 
Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

Larry White opened Warren’s Supper Club restau-
rant in west Chandler in June of last year. (Jason 
W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia) 
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“I think there’s a tale of cities,” 
Hartke said, referring to other Valley 
municipalities drawing complaints 
from huge catch-up increases. “We 
don’t want to get ourselves into a sit-
uation where we have such a huge 
hole to dig out that we will be having 
100% or large increases, rather than 
this.”

Staff  has said, in several work ses-
sions, that rate increases are needed 
to fund debt service costs related to 
new and expanded water and waste-
water capital projects. One example 
is the Price Road sewer relining and 
rehab project, which costs $43.6 mil-
lion.

Utility rate increases are being im-
plemented “across the board,” as cho-
sen by council, so the rate increase 
will be the same for large industrial 
users as it will be for single-family 
homeowners or multifamily housing.

Orlando said he’s looking forward 
to getting more ongoing capital cost 
information as part of each year’s 
capital improvement discussions. He 
also said he agrees with Hartke and 
others who pointed out a cost-of-ser-
vice study must be done more o en 
than the fi ve-year intervals staff  has 
been using, per its policy.

“There’s nothing stating it can’t be 
more o en,” Budget Director Matt 
Dunbar told council, pointing out a 
cost-of-service is set to begin in early 
July of this year.

Council member Jane Poston said 
her position hasn’t changed from her 
opposition to the new rate plan she 
voiced during a late-autumn work 
session.

“The increases should all be no 
more than cost-of-service,” Poston 
told Independent Newsmedia. “This 
is going to impact businesses and res-
idents. We have to help them out, 
where we can.”

Utilities
• From page 4

Arizona law. Instead, it was an illegal 
and defamatory sign that falsely tar-
geted me and had no legal protection 
to be posted in the fi rst place by an 
unregistered political activist group. I 
will take appropriate steps to address 
continued misstatements that repeat 
this false narrative. I also ask that my 
wife not be referenced or associated 
with this matter, as no such claims 
were proven or supported in court.”

Harris’ wife, Elizabeth Ward, was 

not charged in the incident, which 
was reported to have occurred July 
28, 2024 — two days before Chan-
dler voters elected Harris to a second 
term on Council.

That led to a 2024 Chandler Po-
lice investigation. In October of that 
year, a Maricopa County Justice 
Court dismissed a case, without prej-
udice, submitted by prosecutors with 
the city of Scottsdale, but charges 
were later refi led.

The incident, covered in detail in a 
Chandler Police report that includes 

Chandler City Council 
member O.D. Harris, 
shown here being sworn 
in for his second term 
in January 2025, was 
found not guilty of 
sign-stealing-related 
crimes in a trial held 
Jan. 20 in Phoenix. (In-
dependent Newsmedia 
fi le/Jason W. Brooks)

Harris
• From page 4

���
�

• See Harris on page 34
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NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699 CROWN

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

FULLTIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO ASSIST YOU IN GETTING 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional prices. We’ll also 
replace missing teeth with bridges and provide cosmetic crowns to create 

the confident smile you deserve — all of this at affordable prices.

azcrowncenter.com•2490 West Ray Road, Unit 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

CALL TODAY!
480-349-1140

ONE SIMPLE PRICE, NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

PER U
N

IT

Arizona Crown 
Center – THE 
affordable dental 
crown experts. 
We fix broken teeth 
and replace missing 
teeth with bridges, 
caps and replace 
crowns – all at one 
low, affordable price!

interviews with Harris and at least one 
witness, stems from a Sunday, July 28, 
allegation of sign tampering.

Judge Driggs said the combination 
of the type of signs, which encouraged 
voters simply to not vote for Harris 
for reelection, and witnesses not be-
ing able to positively identify Harris 
as driving a vehicle near where signs 
were removed, created enough doubt 
to acquit him.

“Based on the state’s case in chief, I 
fi nd the state did not present substan-
tial evidence that the sign involved 
here meets the statutory description as 
charged,” Driggs said in court. “As for 
count two, here, the state’s evidence 
shows two females physically tore the 
sign, and the state’s theory places the 
defendant as the driver. Even viewing 
the evidence in light most favorable to 
the state, I fi nd the state did not pres-
ent substantial evidence that this de-
fendant committed the charged acts or 
is otherwise criminally responsible for 
them, or that the required mental state 
was proved.”

The judge then urged everyone 
involved to take a diff erent approach, 
going forward.

“I know that politics can get heated 
and I understand the fears, the pres-
sure,” Driggs said. “I would just hope 
that people could run peacefully, have 
their free speech, but be kind to every-
one out there. Politics needs to be a lit-
tle bit more friendly. Refrain from any 
bullying tactics, I ask.”

Chandler Police Detective Ryan 
Kotsur took at least one of the police 
reports in the incident and was in 
court in Phoenix on Jan. 20. He wrote, 
in a report, about video taken by wit-
nesses that shows two women or girls 
carrying unknown objects.

Video later obtained from a near-
by Dutch Brothers Coff ee shows the 
women described by the video-tak-
ing eyewitness getting in and out of a 
silver Lexus detectives believe Harris 

was driving at the time, then returning 
to the vehicle, which then leaves the 
area at a much faster speed than near-
by vehicles.

The signs in question say “No 
O.D.,” though Harris, who is Black, 
and his attorney both mentioned that 
defacing of his personal campaign 
signs was done using racial epithets.

In both their 2024 statements to the 
media and again this week on Harris’ 
social media, neither Harris nor Ward 
fl atly denied they weren’t involved 
with sign-tampering, though witness’ 
inability to positively identify him on-
scene was mentioned.

“The only alleged evidence was a 
claim that two women removed a sign 
and that someone who looked like me, 
a Black man, was seen driving away 
from the general area,” Harris wrote. 
“That was enough for the legal system 
to be weaponized against me and my 
family.”

Harris remained focused on wheth-
er the “No O.D.” signs were legal and 
whether those were from a political 
group.

“I willingly spoke with police and 
explained that although I was in the 
general area, neither I nor anyone as-
sociated with me has ever removed a 
political sign,” Harris wrote. “I also 
informed police and city staff  that the 
signs were illegal and part of an unreg-
istered political campaign using racist 
and hateful propaganda to infl uence 
local elections.”

Chandler City Council member O.D. Harris was 
accused of being involved with stealing and/or 
destroying signs like this one during the 2024 
election cycle. Harris was found not guilty of 
sign-stealing-related crimes in a Jan. 20 trial in 
Phoenix. (Courtesy of O.D. Harris)

Harris
• From page 33
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 3/15/26.
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Chandler celebrates America’s 
250th anniversary in 2026
Throughout 2026, enjoy Chandler’s Celebration of America 
events including a citywide display of “27 Flags: Our History 
Through the Stars and Stripes” and activities at recreation 
centers and libraries.   

Download Visit Chandler’s Red, White, & Blue Pass to learn 
about what’s happening and collect points to be redeemed 
for prizes.

Find more information at chandleraz.gov/America250
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option that offers a project-based 
learning math instructional model 
integrating statistics and data anal-
ysis. 

The pilot program will feature 
WestEd bringing the course only 
to Hamilton Casteel high school 
students. The development of the 
curriculum and the pilot are fund-
ed through a grant from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation.

WestEd is a nonpartisan, non-
profit research and service agency 
with a significant presence and im-
pact in Arizona, its website states. 
Its programs in the state include 
school improvement, STEM initia-
tives and addressing dropout rates.

No dollar amounts are mentioned 
in the agreement. Assistant Super-
intendent Jessica Edgar said CUSD 
staff will attend virtual training on 
this course. The agreement states 

teachers participating in the pilot 
will attend four to seven hours on-
line training this school year and 
should plan to attend the ISQR 
Summer Convening, which is three 
of four days in summer 2026, to 
prepare. Travel costs will be paid by 
WestEd.  

“They went to this conference 
previously,” Edgar said of CUSD 
teachers’ general familiarity with 
WestEd training.

Edgar explained the course helps 
move toward what many adminis-
trators around the state believe will 
be a new set of Arizona Department 
of Education math standards.

“We believe those changes are 
coming in the following year (2027-
28),” Edgar said. “Knowing that, 
we’re looking at course options that 
have the statistical or quantitative 
piece and data literacy concepts. 
As you’ll see, it’s part of the move-
ment toward engagement and proj-
ect-based learning.”

Math
• From page 14

Screen Repair
Service
McKay's True Value® is the place for screen repair and 
replacement! You’ll get expert service at a fair price on 
repair or replacement of window, patio and door screens. 
Refresh your old screens—and your home—with 
help from your local True Value.

Mckay's True Value Hardware 
4939 W Ray Rd    

Chandler, AZ 85226
480-686-8064

Almeida Roofing Inc.
All Types of Roofing
602-743-3175

THANKS FOR THE VOTES -
Best of Peoria!

www.almeidaroofing.comwww.almeidaroofing.com
Licensed • Bonded • InsuredLicensed • Bonded • Insured

ROC #215758ROC #215758

FREE Roof Inspections
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Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

cer, and former Phoenix Elementary 
School District Superintendent Ibi 
Haghighat.

The release states the selection is 
contingent upon successful contract 
negotiations and the board’s accep-
tance of an independent background 
check.

Battle might have won over board 
members in another way by address-
ing what she called “the elephant in 
the room” — her short tenure as Casa 
Grande Union High School District 
superintendent — during a Jan. 28 
fi nalists community forum just before 
the board deliberated and chose her. 
She described her 19 months on the 
job there as relative smooth, with No-
vember 2022 board elections leading 
to a 3-2 vote in January 2023 to re-
move her.

“I never even got to know some of 
those board members,” she said.

The board might have been swayed 
by Battle’s experience managing mul-
tiple facets of various-size districts. 
The release states that in Battle’s cur-
rent role with the pre-K-8 Roosevelt 
district, she oversees academics and 
operations, including human resourc-
es, fi nance, teaching and learning, 
special education, data and research, 
technology, student services, trans-
portation, student-wellness and ath-
letics.

“Dr. Battle eff ectively managed 
multi-million-dollar budgets, complex 
operational systems and diverse edu-
cational programs,” the release states.

The community forum capped a 
long Jan. 28 tour for the three fi nal-
ists that included hearing an annual 
report, interacting at schools with stu-
dents and hearing about their accom-
plishments, and meeting with faculty, 
students in forums. 

The three fi nalists answered the 
same eight questions at the communi-
ty forum in front of a packed board-
room. One question was about bul-

lying prevention and students feeling 
safe on campus, with Battle respond-
ing that getting parents and staff  on the 
same page of bullying defi nitions and 
appropriate interventions is important, 
but preventive and positive modeling 
is a main component, too.

“We have to change and transform 
the thinking, so that ‘hurt people’ 
don’t hurt people,” Battle said in her 
response to the question. “We need to 
share with students the consequences 
of ‘If you do this, or if you continue to 
do this, this will happen.’ Then, we 
must be consistent on outcomes. We 
might have less of this if we educate 
fi rst.”

The Governing Board interviewed 
the three fi nalists and two other semi-
fi nalists via videoconferencing on Jan. 
24, followed by an executive-session 
deliberation and announcement of the 
fi nalists.

The fi ve semifi nalists were chosen 
by the board from a list of candidates 
vetted and screened by search fi rm 
Hazard, Young, Attea & Associates.

The board met in executive session 
Jan. 13 to go over screened recom-
mended candidates from its advertised 
opening, which closed Jan. 2.

Before she was hired in Casa 
Grande, Battle was the K–12 manag-
ing director/head of schools for ASU 
Prep and assistant superintendent of 
operations for the Tempe Union High 
School District. She’s been a principal 
in both Phoenix and Tempe.

Haghighat took over as the new 
head of the Phoenix Elementary 
School District, Arizona’s oldest dis-
trict, in July 2022, a er having worked 
as Scottsdale Unifi ed’s assistant super-
intendent for elementary education.

Haghighat has been in education 
for about 30 years as a teacher, prin-
cipal and administrator. She’s been in 
Arizona for more than 20 years.

Media reports show both Battle’s 
and Haghighat’s most recent super-
intendencies ended with a sudden 
parting of ways with their districts, in 
terms of close, contentious board votes 
surrounding their dismissals.

Superintendent
• From page 14

Saturday, March 7
10:00am – 2:30pm

PETSMART CHANDLER
2860 E Germann Rd
Chandler, AZ 85286

PET ADOPTATHON!
MULTIPLE RESCUE 

ORGS ON SITE!

50/50 RAFFLES

ACCEPTING PET FOOD 
DONATIONS

ALL PETS ALTERED 
& IMMUNIZED

Visit us at 
PACC911.ORG
to learn more!

Spon sor ed by:
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Get The Primary Care
You Deserve.
MDVIP Wellness Program

Expert comprehensive screenings and tests 
and a custom wellness plan designed for you.

Better Health Outcomes
Members have better control of chronic 

conditions like type 2 diabetes, high 
cholesterol and hypertension. Dr. Heavens has 
extensive training in care of menopause and 
hormone replacement therapy for women

Available After Hours
The doctor is available by phone and

 after-hours and on weekends.

Better Doctor- Patient Relationship

 their relationship (vs 58% in traditional PCP)

 www.heavensmedical.com
Located at 4450 South Rural Road Suite A210 Tempe.

Dr. Heavens is currentlyDr. Heavens is currently
accepting new patientsaccepting new patients

Get Started Today Get Started Today 

623.444.2734623.444.2734

$1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! $1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE!
Valley Wide Remodelers You Can Depend On!

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

Luxury BathLuxury Bath
is Your Only Choice 

for Remodelling
As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we 
offer fast, affordable, and lifetime-

guaranteed bathroom remodelling 
solutions across the Phoenix area.

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

We’ll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • ROC #295792

Shower remodels • Tub-to-shower conversions
Walk-in tubs • Roll-in showers
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FAP-1942P-A-E-AD EXP 30 NOV 2027 © 2026  AECSPAD 

Learn about investment strategies that could potentially lower next 

year’s tax bill. Talk to a financial advisor today to learn how.   

Unhappy with your tax bill?

Chris Rodriguez , WMCP®
Financial Advisor

4880 S Gilbert Rd Suite 1

Chandler, AZ 85249

480-883-2015

lived under an occupying empire, 
and suff ered injustice and violence.

For people shaped by hardship not 
of their own choosing, Jesus was not 
distant or idealized. He was someone 
who understood suff ering from the 
inside.

This understanding shaped the 
spirituals that emerged from enslaved 
communities. Songs about crossing 
rivers, walking through valleys, and 
longing for rest held grief and hope 
together.

They named pain honestly while 
trusting that suff ering would not 
have the fi nal word. Faith did not 
erase hardship. It helped people 
endure it.

The Black church carried this 
faith forward. Churches became 
spaces where dignity was affi  rmed in 
a society that denied it.

Worship off ered comfort and 
truth-telling. The story of Jesus, 
especially the resurrection, shaped 
hope grounded in reality. Death and 
injustice were real, but they were not 
ultimate.

Today, this tradition continues. 
Black faith communities still wrestle 
openly with grief and injustice while 
nurturing resilience and hope.

Black History Month invites us to 
learn these stories more fully. When 
we do, fear gives way to under-
standing, and understanding opens 
the door to a more just and shared 
future.

Derrick Elliott
PASTOR, SUN LAKES UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST

What do we tell our children 
a er Minneapolis protester’s 
fatal shooting?

Alex Pretti was someone’s son.
We teach our children to look out 

for others. To be kind. To help when 
they can. To speak up for those who 
can’t speak up for themselves. To use 
their privilege for good.

Alex did exactly what we ask of 
our children … what we hope they 
will do. He looked out for others. He 
showed up when it was hard. And 
when he didn’t know what to say, he 
bore witness.

As parents, we ask our children 
to do brave things. We send them 
out into a big, complicated world 
and ask them to make it better. Alex 
tried and paid the ultimate price. He 
did it during a frightening and unjust 
time, when doing the right thing can 
feel dangerous.

What do we tell our children now, 
when the world feels so broken? Do 
we tell them to protect themselves at 
all costs? To carry weapons? To stay 
silent?

The Second Amendment — the 
right of the people to keep and bear 
arms — can be debated endlessly by 
people far smarter than me. 

I can only speak from my heart. I 
am scared for the children we raised.

We told them to change the 
world. To speak up. To make a dif-
ference.

Alex chose a life of service. He 
went into health care to help others. 
He served veterans as an ICU nurse 
at the Minneapolis VA hospital. He 
tried to shine a light on injustice — 
and paid the ultimate sacrifi ce.

I want his parents to know this: 
I am so sorry. And I am grateful for 
your son. He represents everything 
my husband and I tried to teach our 
children — everything we hoped 
they would become — without fully 
understanding the risks or the conse-
quences.

We will remember his sacrifi ce. 
And we honor yours.

Jennifer Schwegman
CHANDLER 

Opinions
• From page 10

OPINION
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Compiled by 
Jason W. Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

  1  Price Road, southbound from 
the Loop 101 off -ramp to Queen 
Creek Road, will be the site of major 
restrictions through Wednesday, 
Feb. 25. The estimated 96-day proj-
ect is to remove the sewer bypass 
chute from a prior sewer re-lining 
operation and for repaving. Also, 
Price Road northbound, from Queen 
Creek Road to West Continuum 
Drive, will be the site of major re-
strictions through Sunday, March 8.  
The estimated 28-day project is for 
boring, pothole fi lling and pavement 
restoration.

  2  Germann Road, eastbound 
from 1,000 feet west of Hamilton 
Street to Arizona Avenue, will 
be the site of weekend and night 
restrictions through Monday, Feb. 

16 as part of an estimated 81-day 
project. Also, Germann Road will be 
the site of major weekday restric-
tions through Thursday, Feb. 19.  
The estimated 31-day project is for 
boring of a lightpath.

  3  Arizona Avenue, southbound 
from Germann to Queen Creek 
roads, will be the site of minor 
restrictions through Friday, Feb. 20. 
The estimated 12-day project is for 
boring, pothole fi lling and pavement 
restoration.

  4  Frye Road, from Nebraska to 
Washington streets, will be the site 
of minor restrictions through Friday, 
Feb. 27. The estimated 31-day proj-
ect involves an open trench.

  5  Chandler Boulevard, from  at 
and near Arizona Avenue and at 
various locations as far east as Coo-
per Road, will be the site of both 

eastbound and westbound nighttime 
restrictions through Thursday, Feb. 
19. The estimated 11-day project 
is for shadow trucks to do proofi ng 
conduit in manholes.

  6  Elliott Road, westbound be-
tween Ocean Dr and Salida Del Sol, 
will be the site of major restrictions 
through Thursday, Feb. 26. The 
estimated 32-day project for   boring 
for telecom equipment.
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ONLINE PUZZLES!
$1 for the first month with digital subscription

YourValley.net/puzzle

at YourValley.net
INDEPENDENT

DAILY
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Announcement AC/Heating

■ Emergency Priority Service
■ Free Estimates on NEW Units
■ $89 Service Fee (waived with repair)
■ Senior Discounts on Repairs
■ We Offer Financing

602-898-HOME (4663)

www.service1sthvac.com

Licensed / Bonded / Insured / ROC 354145

$149.95
Includes Condenser Coil Cleaning

with coupon.

Winter/Summer Check Up

H O M E  M A I N T E N A N C E

H VAC

Glass Repair

Call us today! (480)892-1556
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Glass Repair & Replacement
Window Replacement • Shower Doors

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Roofi ng

ANGLER
CONSTRUCTION

No job too big or small
Senior discounts available

ROC # 305771 

Licensed Bonded Insured

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE

FREE 
ESTIMATES

480-518-3246

2022

WINNER
EAST VALLEY

FAVORITES

YourValley.net

AANNGGGLLEERR
ROOFING

Roofi ng

480.924.4444480.924.4444
FirstResponseRoofingAZ.com

FINANCING AVAILABLE | MILITARY DISCOUNTS
ROC 337526

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofi ng

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

Your Ad Goes Here!   To advertise call   623-972-6101 Just a click away!                 iniusa.org/classifieds
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds
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LVP, Tile
Laminate

Financing 
& Discounts 

Available

No B.S.”Free 
Installation” or 
“Room Sales”

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

In Home 
Estimates 

(or Business)

Showers 
Counter Tops 

Back Splashes

Research 
Our

Reviews

480-939-0208

NEED FLOORING?
VINYL PLANK • TILE • LAMINATE • SHOWERS • WOOD

zonafloors.com
ROC #336899 & 349964

We will bring major manufacturers samples to your home or we will provide “installation 
only” estimates if you purchase your own flooring materials!
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