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Don’t pay storage on a depreciating asset you don’t use 

We have been serving 
the RV community for 

20+ years

SELL US YOUR RVSELL US YOUR RV
480-832-0707 • info@powerrvz.com
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• See Memorials on page 6

• See Paralympian  on page 14

Community
Students in walkout 
get unexcused 
absence; 4

Education
Team wins at Lego 
robotics regional 
tournament; 24

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Rumi Walsh of Apache Junction recently shot in an Ari-
zona Junior Olympics competition in 10-meter air rifle, 
winning first place and a gold medal in her division as a 

Paralympian.
Born with symbrachydactyly, with one hand, the 14-year-old 

shot with a borrowed Anschutz 9015 .177 air rifle on a custom 

Teen wins gold,  Teen wins gold,  
eyes next  eyes next  
ParalympianParalympian
challengechallenge

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Apache Junction Parks and 
Recreation Commission recently 
received an update on a memorial 
planned for a longtime city employee 
who died and discussed how to rec-
ognize the work of a longtime volun-
teer who also died.

Plans are in place 
to dedicate the city of 
Apache Junction soft-
ball fields at Prospec-
tor Park in honor of 
Jeff Bell, former parks 
and recreation director. 
The recognition could 
be done this fall, Parks 
and Recreation Direc-

tor Liz Langenbach said during the 
commission’s Feb. 4 meeting.

“Renaming, putting all that stuff 
there at the softball complex,” she 
said.

A sign could be put on the main 
building stating it is Jeff Bell Ball 

Memorials planned
for longtime

 city employee,
volunteer

Rumi Walsh of Apache Junction on her custom shooting bench waiting to start the Jan. 
31 Arizona Junior Olympics competition at Rio Salado Sportsman’s Club in Mesa. (Caryn 
Walsh)

IN MEMORY 

Jeff Bell 
(Independent 
Newsmedia file 
photo)
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O�ces, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 3/31/26.
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Cele� ating 15 Years!Cele� ating 15 Years!
MARCH 17-22, 2026MARCH 17-22, 2026 

Horseshoe Park & Equestrian CentreHorseshoe Park & Equestrian Centre
20464 E. Riggs Rd. Queen Creek AZ 8514220464 E. Riggs Rd. Queen Creek AZ 85142

SOME ACTIVITIES ARE HELD ONLY ON CERTAIN DAYS OR TIMES.  SOME ACTIVITIES ARE HELD ONLY ON CERTAIN DAYS OR TIMES.  
PLEASE CHECK THE SCHEDULE AT ROOTSNBOOTS.ORGPLEASE CHECK THE SCHEDULE AT ROOTSNBOOTS.ORG

*TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT ROOTSNBOOTS.ORG 
$10 PARKING FEE APPLIES$10 PARKING FEE APPLIES

ROOTS N’ BOOTS QUEEN CREEK      ROOTSNBOOTSQC ROOTS N’ BOOTS QUEEN CREEK      ROOTSNBOOTSQC 

• RODEO ACTION ALL WEEK LONG
• WEDNESDAY –LADIES NIGHT 

    RODEO CANNED FOOD DRIVE
• THURSDAY – BULLS & BRONCS 

    AND YOUTH RIDING CALVES, 
    STEERS, BULLS*

• FRIDAY – NOT ONE BUT TWO 
    PRCA RODEOS*

• SATURDAY – PRCA RODEO*
• SUNDAY – PRCA RODEO*

• CARNIVAL* & MIDWAY
• COWBOY MARKETPLACE WITH 
   GREAT VENDORS
• PONY RIDES

MANY FREE AGTIVITIES
PETTING ZOO
AGTIVITY & EDUCATION BOOTH
SPECIAL KIDS RODEO – 
    FOR SPECIAL NEEDS BUCKAROOS
KIDS N’ KRITTERS WITH MUTTON BUSTIN’, 
    DASH FOR CASH AND MORE (AGES 3-11)
RANCH DRESSING – TEAM OF THREE, 
    DRESS A GOAT (AGES 12-99)
XTREME TEEN WITH CHUTE DOGGIN’, 
    PIGGYBACK HUSTLE AND MORE (AGES 12-19)
YOUTH RODEO DANCE
TWO ALL AGES RODEO DANCES
EQUINE MEET N’ GREET
WATCH EQUINE COMPETITIONS AND CLINICS
ANTIQUE TRACTOR SHOW
TRUCK & JEEP SHOW

FULL SCHEDULE FULL SCHEDULE 
AND TICKETS AND TICKETS 

ONLINEONLINE
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ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Police ID man killed in 
officer-involved shooting

Charles Back, 69, has been 
identified as the man killed Feb. 
14 after a shooting involving 
Apache Junction police officers, 
authorities said.

The investigation, which is 
continuing, revealed Back had a 
Sig Sauer BB gun that he raised 
at officers, which is when the of-
ficer-involved shooting occurred, 
police said.

GO TO:
https://tinyurl.com/4h6mymfy

1 person in critical 
condition after mobile 
home fire

One adult victim was rescued 
and was transported to the hospi-
tal in extremely critical condition 
from a mobile home fire early this 
morning in Apache Junction.

GO TO:
https://tinyurl.com/4822fu5m

Road construction begins 
on Old West Highway, 
Winchester

The Arizona Department of 
Transportation is administering a 
pedestrian improvement project 
on sections of Old West Highway 
and Winchester Road in Apache 
Junction to enhance safety and 
accessibility in the area. Construc-
tion began Feb. 9 and continues 
through December.

Project locations are the south 
side of Old West Highway from 
Winchester Road to Goldfield 
Road, and Winchester Road 
from Ninth Avenue to Old West 
Highway.

GO TO:
https://tinyurl.com/2xbfswkv

Students in ICE walkout to receive an 
unexcused absence, AJUSD says

COMMUNITY NEWS

Prior to the Jan. 30 walkout by 
Apache Junction High School and 
Cactus Junction High School stu-
dents, school district officials notified 
families that students leaving campus 
during the school day would receive 
an unexcused absence under its stan-
dard attendance policies.

That is according to Apache Junc-
tion Unified School District’s website 
at “Setting the Record Straight: Stu-
dent Walkout.”

“Apache Junction Unified School 
District is aware of questions and 
misinformation circulating regard-
ing a student walkout that occurred 
during the school day,” it states.

It also states:
• The school district did not orga-

nize, support, or supervise the walk-
out. We did not endorse the purpose 
or timing of the event.

Prior to the walkout, we notified 
families that students leaving campus 
during the school day would receive 
an unexcused absence under our 
standard attendance policies.

• Our schools maintain closed 
campuses. Students who left campus 
did so on their own and were subject 
to our established attendance and 
campus safety procedures.

• Students who missed instruc-
tional time will address it through our 
regular policies for handling absenc-
es.

• No school employees participat-
ed in or accompanied students during 
the walkout while on duty.

• We are a nonpartisan public 
school district. We do not take politi-
cal positions or use instructional time 
to promote political viewpoints. At 
the same time, students retain their 
constitutional rights to express their 

views outside of school authority, 
provided this does not disrupt school 
operations or compromise safety.

• Acknowledging that an event oc-
curred does not constitute endorse-
ment. Our responsibility is to ensure 
student safety, follow established 

policies, and communicate accurate 
information to families and the com-
munity.

• We remain committed to trans-
parency, consistent enforcement of 
policies, and maintaining our focus 
on student learning and well-being.​​

Students protested ICE actions across the country. (Independent Newsmedia, Jason Stone)
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$100 OFF
Recurring Cleaning

WINTER SPECIAL

($20 off first 5 visits) Offer expires 3-31-26.

480-550-8282 • TwoMaidsCleaning.com

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY AND MONTHLY
CLEANING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

480-550-8282
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm; Closed Weekends.

www.twomaidsgilbert.com License # 000825- 2018

$5000
      OFF

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean
First time customers only. One time use.
With this coupon. Offer expires 5-15-23.

$2000 OFF 
Your First

Recurring Cleaning
First time customers only. One time use with 

coupon. Offer expires 3-31-26.

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

License #00825-2018

$150 OFF

WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY AND MONTHLY
CLEANING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

480-550-8282
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm; Closed Weekends.

www.twomaidsgilbert.com License # 000825- 2018

$5000
      OFF

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean
First time customers only. One time use.
With this coupon. Offer expires 5-15-23.

$2000 OFF 
Your First

Recurring Cleaning

 

 
  

  

2025

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!

Office: 480-497-1110 • goldcanyonplumbing.com

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

ROC-269970-K37

FEATURED
IN PLUMBER 
MAGAZINE

24/7 PLUMBING 
SERVICE

WOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATED

GOLD  CANYON  PLUMBINGGOLD  CANYON  PLUMBINGGOLD  CANYON  PLUMBING

Office: 480-497-1110 • goldcanyonplumbing.com

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

ROC-269970-K37

FEATURED
IN PLUMBER 
MAGAZINE

24/7 PLUMBING 
SERVICE

WOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATED

GOLD  CANYON  PLUMBINGGOLD  CANYON  PLUMBINGGOLD  CANYON  PLUMBING

Office: 480-497-1110 • goldcanyonplumbing.com

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

ROC-269970-K37

FEATURED
IN PLUMBER 
MAGAZINE

24/7 PLUMBING 
SERVICE

WOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATED

GOLD  CANYON  PLUMBINGGOLD  CANYON  PLUMBINGGOLD  CANYON  PLUMBING

FEATURED IN FEATURED IN 
PLUMBER MAGAZINEPLUMBER MAGAZINE

24/7 PLUMBING 24/7 PLUMBING 
SERVICESERVICE
Licensed
Bonded
Insured

ROC-269970-K37
Office: 480-497-1110 • goldcanyonplumbing.com

Call Today
for Your Water

Treatment Options

Dedicated Project Manager
Exceptional Customer Service
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Dedicated Project Manager
Exceptional Customer Service
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A Trusted Name in Flooring, Kitchens & BathsA Trusted Name in Flooring, Kitchens & Baths

Discover Our Beautiful Selections
of Carpet, Luxury Vinyl, Laminate,
Tile, Mosaics, Quartz, Granite &
Quality Sinks.

Discover Our Beautiful Selections
of Carpet, Luxury Vinyl, Laminate,
Tile, Mosaics, Quartz, Granite &
Quality Sinks.

Bring us a competitor’s bid and let
us price match it with the same—or
comparable—products.

Bring us a competitor’s bid and let
us price match it with the same—or
comparable—products.

Shop Now and EnjoyShop Now and Enjoy

10% OFF10% OFF
ALL PRODUCTS

Great Savings for 2026!Great Savings for 2026!

*Discount offer applied to product only, Installation labor additional.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

*Discount offer applied to product only, Installation labor additional.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. ROC # 352270ROC # 352270

480-336-3801480-336-3801
6832 S. Kings Ranch Rd #2

Gold Canyon, AZ 85118
www.sunflooringco.com

6832 S. Kings Ranch Rd #2
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118

www.sunflooringco.com

Free Estimates &
Free Design Assistance

Free Estimates &
Free Design Assistance
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480-625-1733
maggie@threefeatherfinancial.com

185 N. Apache Trail, Suite 8
Apache Junction, AZ 85120

Across from Flatiron Park
THREEFEATHERFINANCIAL.COM

Apache Junction, AZ 85120
THREEFEATHERFINANCIAL.COM

MAGGIE BERIZZI
F i n a n c i a l  A d v i s o r

CA Insurance License 4487693

Field or Jeff Bell Softball Complex, 
Langenbach said.

“Using his whole name was kind 
of what was suggested to me because 
over time, while it might be mean-
ingful to us, there will be people who 
would never know who he is until 
they read maybe something that’s 
there. Or maybe there’s other Bells 
and people wouldn’t know it was him 
versus somebody different,” she said.

In addition to the sign there is to 
be a storyboard showing the history 
of the parks department, which start-
ed with Bell, she said.

“That storyboard would talk about 
his history through the 35 years he 
was there,” she said.

Bell — the city’s only parks di-
rector until his retirement in 2016 
— died in 2019 after an illness. He 

was 61. Bell steered the city’s parks 
department for 35 years and oversaw 
the development of more than 2,000 
acres of park and open space, it states 
in an August 2022 Apache Junction/
Gold Canyon Independent article.

The city’s parks and recreation 
commission on July 6, 2022, voted 
to recommend to the council that 

the fields at the park, 
3015 N. Idaho Road, 
be dedicated to Bell, it 
states.

The 2022 article 
also quotes Commis-
sion Chairman Wayne 
Standage recalling 
Bell’s work to build 
Prospector Park.

Standage died late 
in 2025, and the com-

mission Feb. 4 briefly discussed pos-
sible ways to mark what he had done An Apache Junction High School Prospectors softball game in 2016. Plans are in place to dedicate 

the city of Apache Junction softball fields at Prospector Park in honor of Jeff Bell, former parks and 
recreation director. (Independent Newsmedia, Arianna Grainey)

Memorials
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

• See Memorials on page 22

Wayne Standage 
in a 2016 image 
(Independent 
Newsmedia file 
photo)
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incarizona.com

TUESDAY March 10th @11:30
INTEGRITY NEUROPATHY CENTER • 1122 S Greenfield Rd, #102, Mesa 

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED. SPACE IS LIMITED TO 15! 
RSVP by March 6th (480)820-9147PRESENTED BY

DR. AARON T SHAPIRO, DC, BCN

WITHOUT THE USE OF
DRUGS AND SURGERY

CLINICAL STUDIES REVEAL:
The debilitating pain, numbness
and tingling experienced by
patients su�ering from Peripheral 

Neuropathy can be successfully
treated 

IN THIS CUTTING-EDGE FREE SEMINAR YOU’LL LEARN:

If you’re experiencing pain, burning, numbness, tingling 
or pins & needles in your hands or feet ---

Don’t miss this FREE Seminar on Peripheral Neuropathy!

BREAKTHROUGH NEUROPATHY TREATMENT

HOW TO 
GET LASTING 

RELIEF 
FROM:

WITHOUT 
THE USE OF 
DRUGS OR 
SURGERY!

HOW TO 
GET LASTING 

RELIEF 
FROM:

WITHOUT 
THE USE OF 
DRUGS OR 
SURGERY!

BREAKTHROUGH NEUROPATHY TREATMENT

• Why many current treatments for neuropathy don’t work.
• The underlying causes of peripheral neuropathy, and the key to prevention!
• The Nobel prize winning discovery that every neuropathy patient MUST know.
• How peripheral neuropathy is diagnosed, and when it can be successfully treated.
• A technology originally developed by NASA that decreases neuropathy symptoms.
• Advanced diagnostic testing to help determine if your condition can be treated.
• A simple home therapy that is used by some of the largest specialty hospitals in the

country to treat certain types of neuropathy.
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By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

An architect will be paid nearly 
$550,000 for work including adapting 
a Daisy Mountain Fire Station No. 
144 design into a new 11,000-square-
foot fire station for Blossom Rock in 
south Apache Junction.

Daisy Mountain Fire and Medical 
covers a community of 65,000 resi-
dents north of Phoenix and east of In-
terstate 17. It includes the communi-
ties of Anthem, Black Canyon City, 
the town of Cave Creek, New River 
and Desert Hills, it states at https://
www.daisymountainfire.org.

Using an existing fire station de-
sign will save the Superstition Fire 
and Medical District more than 
$300,000, Fire Chief John Whitney 
said at the fire district board of direc-
tors’ Feb. 18 meeting.

“(W)e went for a site-adaptive 
plan, meaning they’re taking plans 
from another fire department with 
their approval and we are adapting 
them to the site and location of ours. 
That is going to save us $300,000 
to $400,000 in this process... That’s 
how we are approaching the fiscal 
conservancy of this,” he said.

The SFMD board of directors on 
Feb. 18 voted 3-0 to approve a consent 
agenda that included a $547,952.60 
agreement and fee proposal with Per-
lman Architects. Board members Jeff 
Cross and Jason Moeller were absent.

Perlman Architects was chosen 
following a request for qualifications, 
Whitney said.

“We did go out for bid. We went 
through a fully functional RFQ pro-
cess to select our architect. We went 
though that, numerous meetings, nu-

merous scoring matrixes, etc.... So we 
went through that process,” he said. 
“We ended up selecting an architect 
that is very familiar with fire station 
construction that deals with mixed-
use spaces that require living and 

working areas, that have hot zones/
cold zones, that are (National Fire 
Protection Association) compliant, 
that deal with all of the complexities 
and uniqueness of fire stations.”       

BUSINESS LICENSES

• See Business on page 23

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

There were 58 business licenses 
issued in January 2026 in the city of 
Apache Junction.

The following business licenses 
are listed by name — including do-
ing business as or dba; city; contact 
name; and North American Indus-
try Classification System (code). 
For the full list, go to YourValley.
net.

• My Skin Therapy LLC; Apache 
Junction; Mariah Snyder; Beauty 
Salons (812112).

• Visionit Media LLC; Gilbert; 
Sara Kramer; Commercial Print-
ing (Except Screen And Books) 
(323111).

• Roadrunner Pressure Washing 
LLC dba Road Runner Logistics; 
Apache Junction; Austin Hinman; 
Drycleaning And Laundry Services 
(Except Coin-Operated) (812320).

• Gredler Enterprises Inc. dba 
Signline; Apache Junction; Karl 
Gredler; Sign Manufacturing 
(339950).

• MVS Phoenix; Phoenix; Alan 
Artunian; Mobile Food Services 
(722330).

• David Sullivan dba Kettle And 
Cotton; Snowflake; David Sullivan; 
not listed.

• Traditional Sporting Goods 
Inc. dba Traditions; Old Saybrook, 
Connecticut; Kim Modehn-Hall; 
Sporting And Recreational Goods 
And Supplies Merchant Wholesal-
ers (423910).

• Wood-N-Crate Design LLC; 
Apache Junction; Carole Alger; 
All Other Consumer Goods Rental 
(532289).

• Power Of Water LLC; Show-
low; Leann Findlay; Household Ap-
pliances, Electric Housewares, And 
Consumer Electronics Merchant 
Wholesalers (423620).

$547K architect contract approved for 
new south Apache Junction fire station

The Superstition Fire and Medical District, which is primarily funded by property taxes, provides fire 
suppression, fire prevention, wildland protection, advanced life support, rescue, extrication and med-
ical transportation services out of five fire stations in Apache Junction and Gold Canyon. (Independent 
Newsmedia, Arianna Grainey)

FIRST RESPONDERS

• See Contract on page 19



YourValley.net |  Apache Junction Independent |  March 2026  9  

Medicare Open Enrollment Period is the perfect time to move to 
ArchWell Health. You deserve a primary care provider that takes the 
time to get to know you — not just your chart. Our centers are close to 
home. Our pharmacy services deliver right to your door. And, our same-
day sick appointments make it easy to get care when you need it most.

There’s no better time to put your health first and choose primary care 
that puts you at the center of it all. Why wait?

Primary Care for Phoenicians Age 60+

Dare to
raise the 
bar for your 
primary care.

Visit ArchWellHealth.com 
or call (480) 870-7133 and 
become a member today.

JOIN
TODAY
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BUSINESS MOVES

Compiled by Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Map not to scale

IN THE NEWS
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Elected leaders and staff from 
the city of Apache Junction 

joined local businesses and stake-
holders at Sundt Construction’s 
groundbreaking ceremony to cele-
brate the start of construction on its 
65,000-square-foot manufacturing 
facility near the southwest corner 
of Tomahawk Road and U.S. High-
way60.  The industrial building is 
expected to create approximately 100 
new job opportunities for the city 
in this first phase. Construction is 
anticipated to be completed in the first 
quarter of 2027.  Go to https://www.
sundt.com.

Garmin has acquired a hangar 
and office complex at Mesa 

Gateway Airport. The airport is op-
erated by the Mesa Gateway Airport 
Authority, with representation from 
Apache Junction, Mesa, Queen Creek, 
Gilbert and the Gila River Indian 
Community. The new facility space 
will expand the company’s capacity 
for its aircraft certification and flight 

test organizations. Go to go to Garmin.
com/Aviation.

Lost Dutchman Liquidators 
recently opened at 306 S. 

Ironwood Drive in Apache Junction. 
The business has discounted tools, 
home improvement items, plumbing 
supplies, lawn and garden products, 
appliances, home goods and more — 
all sourced from major retailers and 
priced at a fraction of retail, it states 
in a release on Facebook. Call 480-
252-5465.

Taco Giro Mexican Grill 
reopened Feb. 19 at 1520 W. 

Apache Trail in Apache Junction. 
“We’re open, Apache Junction. 
Come enjoy the same authentic 
Mexican flavors and the good vibes 
you love,” it states on Facebook @

NOW OPEN

Fire-protection service Si-
phon Draw Global, 4650 N. 

Mammoth Mine Road north of Apache 
Junction, recently posted on Facebook 
@ SiphonDrawGlobal that along an 
approximate 17.1-mile corridor from 
Goldfield Substation to Queen Valley, 
it cleared vegetation around 500 230kV 
and 115kV wooden poles and wrapped 
them with fire mesh to provide protec-
tion against wildfires. Go to https://
siphondrawfireandfuels.com.

The Feb. 19 Apache Junction 
Area Chamber of Commerce 

networking mixer was held at Three 
Feather Financial, 185 N. Apache 
Trail Suite No. 8 in Apache Junction, 
included a special ribbon-cutting cel-
ebration for Maggie Berizzi of Three 
Feather Financial, it states on Facebook 
@ AJChamber. Go to https://www.
ajchamber.com

The Apache Junction City 
Council on Feb. 17 voted unan-

Mindsage Flow, a meditation 
studio and curated art gallery 

at 6268 S. Kings Ranch Road in 
Gold Canyon, has a grand opening 
noon-4 p.m. March 7, it states at 
https://mindsageflow.com. The busi-
ness is “designed as a space for clari-
ty, creativity and meaningful pause. 
It’s a place where mindful practice 
and creative expression coexist — 
where people can slow down, recon-
nect with themselves, and experience 
both inner and outer inspiration,” it 
states. The grand opening includes 
a chamber ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
live jazz guitar, a studio open house 
and a chance to meet the artists.

OPENING SOON

imously to approve a consent agen-
da that included awarding a bid to 
Cholla Pavement Maintenance Inc.,  
5254 S. Warner Drive in Apache 
Junction, for a one-year contract 
with the option to renew for up to 
five years with a maximum contract 
value of $1.5 million to supply and 
deliver pre-coated chips to the city for 
chip-sealing maintenance of roads.

tacogirorestaurant. In a Dec. 6 post 
on Facebook, the restaurant said, 
“Our restaurant will be temporarily 
closed while we take a short pause 
to make a few necessary adjust-
ments so we can continue offering 
the warm service and unique flavors 
you love. We truly appreciate your 
patience and your continued support 
during this time. We’ll be ready to 
welcome you back very soon.” Go to 
https://tacogirorestaurant.com.
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• 24 Hour Service
• Licensed, 
   Bonded and 
   Insured
• Sales, Service 
   and Installation

480-594-6775 
clkplumbing1@gmail.com

clkplumbing.net 
ROC# 332239

$200 OFF
WATER HEATERS
OR SOFTENERS Storewide Merchandise Sale

20-60% OFF All Gift Items20-60% OFF All Gift Items20-60% OFF All Gift Items20-60% OFF
Open Monday - Thursday 9am-4pm

FREE ESTIMATES • ON PREMISE REPAIRS
JEWELRY REPAIRS | WATCH BATTERIES 

RING SIZING | CHAIN REPAIRS | REMOUNTING

3061 W. Apache Trail | Apache Junction

480.982.0300JEWELRY REPAIRS | WATCH BATTERIES
RING SIZING | CHAIN REPAIRS | REMOUNTING

3061 W. Apache Trail | Apache Junction

480.982.0300

Kyhns Jewelers
Your Family Jeweler Since 1972

Storewide Merchandise Sale
20-60% OFF All Gift Items

COMPLETE SERVICE PROVIDED BY “RANDY, THE JEWELER”

FREE ESTIMATES • ON PREMISE REPAIRS

Your Local Team

Arizona Leadership
Circulation Manager: Terri Rodgers ...................................trodgers@iniusa.org
Digital Sales Manager: Austin Moose ................................amoose@iniusa.org
Editor-in-Chief: Patrick O’Grady ..........................................pogrady@iniusa.org
Business Operations Manager: Kathleen Kotzbauer .....kkotzbauer@iniusa.org
V.P. of Sales & Marketing: Barbara Wandling .................bwandling@iniusa.org
President & CEO: Charlene Bisson .......................................cbisson@iniusa.org

To Reach Us
Newsroom: aznews@iniusa.org
Advertising: azads@iniusa.org
Obituaries: azobits@iniusa.org
Advertising: 623-972-6101
Customer Service: 888-665-3848

Apache Junction e-subscriptions
https://yourvalley.net/subscribe-today/

Memberships

© 2026 Independent Newsmedia, Inc., USA. The publication of any advertisement 
in this newspaper does not constitute an endorsement by the publisher of products 
or services advertised. All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act. We will not knowingly accept any advertising that is illegal or 
considered fraudulent.

INDEPENDENT
ApAche Junction/Gold cAnyon

Richard Dyer
Managing Editor
rdyer@iniusa.org

Heather DeBrosse
Multimedia Advertising Consultant
hdebrosse@iniusa.org

Mona Lisa Navarrette
Graphic Designer
mnavarrette@iniusa.org

Medicare • Individuals 
& Families • Small/Large 

Groups • Long Term Care • 
Life Insurance

Plans With Zero Deductibles

Low Copays & 
Afforadable Premiums

Choose Your Own Doctors

Retired? Not old enough for 
Medicare?

PPO plans available with low copays 
and deductibles. We can get you on 
a plan that fits your budget that you 

won’t be scared to use.
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AJ

1901 S. Signal Butte Rd. Ste 101 • Mesa, AZ 85209
480-354-3400

NO
MSG

• OVER 200 ITEMS EVERYDAY 
• BEST FOOD GOOD FOOD  
• PREPARED FRESH DAILY 
• AMERICAN, CHINESE & JAPANESE CUISINE!   
• CRAB LEGS, SUSHI, BBQ GRILLED & MORE EVERYDAY! 
• PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

WE ARE OPEN!

15% OFF BUFFET
And Take Out Order

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE DOOR
Not valid with any other offer or on holidays. Expires 3/30/2026

WOOCHI SUPER BUFFET

MARCH FOOD BANK NEEDMARCH FOOD BANK NEED

PASTA & NOODLESPASTA & NOODLES
EVERY NOODLE

COUNTS!
DONATE TODAY!

EVERY NOODLE
COUNTS!

DONATE TODAY!
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EVERY NOODLEEVERY NOODLEEVERY NOODLEEVERY NOODLEEVERY NOODLEEVERY NOODLEEVERY NOODLEEVERY NOODLE

COUNTS!COUNTS!COUNTS!
DONATE TODAY!DONATE TODAY!DONATE TODAY!DONATE TODAY!DONATE TODAY!DONATE TODAY!DONATE TODAY!DONATE TODAY!DONATE TODAY!
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March 28-29, 2026
Last Weekend!

FREE

BOTH DAYS: Kids FREE
($22 value, ages 5-12)

with 3 non-perishable food items
donated to the Superstition

Community Food Bank booth at
the fair. (outside the front gate)

Child Admission:

Donate     Cans of Food

the fair. (outside the front gate)

Superstitionfoodbank.org

                    

SUPERSTITIONFOODBANK.ORG

Feed Families & PAY ZERO!
Get Every Dollar Back with the Arizona Tax Credit!

Donate to
Superstition Community Food Bank (QCO #20221)

by April 15, 2026
get 100% back on your 2025 Arizona taxes.

 Singles: up to $495  Couples: up to $987
Help fight hunger in Apache Junction & Gold Canyon,

the state pays your donation!

TAX DAY INCENTIVES

SUPERSTITIONFOODBANK.ORGSUPERSTITIONFOODBANK.ORGSUPERSTITIONFOODBANK.ORG

Donate to
Superstition Community Food Bank (QCO #20221)Superstition Community Food Bank (QCO #20221)Superstition Community Food Bank (QCO #20221)

by April 15, 2026
get 100% back on your 2025 Arizona taxes. back on your 2025 Arizona taxes. back on your 2025 Arizona taxes.

 Singles: up to $495  Singles: up to $495  Singles: up to $495  Couples: up to $987
HelpHelp fight hunger in Apache Junction & Gold Canyon, fight hunger in Apache Junction & Gold Canyon, fight hunger in Apache Junction & Gold Canyon,

the state pays your donation!the state pays your donation!the state pays your donation!



YourValley.net |  Apache Junction Independent |  March 2026  13  

2430 W. Apache Trail Suite #4 2430 W. Apache Trail Suite #4 
(Northwest corner of Apache Trail and Delaware)(Northwest corner of Apache Trail and Delaware)

 Phone 480-982-7109 | CatwagonAZ@gmail.com Phone 480-982-7109 | CatwagonAZ@gmail.com

9 lives, 26 draft beers, several wine varieties and over 100 can & bottle options9 lives, 26 draft beers, several wine varieties and over 100 can & bottle options9 lives, 26 draft beers, several wine varieties and over 100 can & bottle options

Must Present Coupon. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. 

Expires March 31, 2026

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 
11am-6pm Monday - Thursday and all day Sunday. 11am-6pm Monday - Thursday and all day Sunday. 

15%
OFF

Total Bill

NEW HOURS: MON 9a-8p WED 11a-8p THUR 11a-8p FRI 11a-8p SAT 9a-8p SUN 9a-2p  *Last call 30 minutes prior to closing time.

SOMETHING SPECIAL IS HAPPENING 
IN APACHE JUNCTION

New American cuisine - Home cooking with international influences.
Tasty twist on familiar dishes. Healthier options.

In-house, chef-driven menu. No fried foods here!
Crafted cocktails. Wine. Beer. Really good beer.

Restaurant ~ Patio ~ Lounge ~ Boutique ~ Art Gallery
Live Entertainment ~ Daily Specials ~ Chill Vibes

Superstition Blvd.

E. Old West Hwy.

Broadway Ave.

S. Idaho Rd.

N
. Plaza D

r.

N
. A

pach
e T

rl.

100 N Plaza Dr, Downtown Apache Junction | MaggiesLoungeAJ.com | 602.620.0697

THETHE
PORKPORK
SHOPSHOP

THE PORK SHOP
Quality Fresh Pork

OPEN:OPEN:
Tues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pmTues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pm

3359 E. Combs3359 E. Combs
Queen Creek, AZ 85140Queen Creek, AZ 85140

(480) 987-0101(480) 987-0101
theporkshopaz.comtheporkshopaz.com

Your Local Meat Market For Pork

With $25 purchase. 
Limit one per customer, please.

FREE LB. FREE LB. OFOF
BRATWURSTBRATWURST

Serving 

Cooked Beer Brats 
Cooked Beer Brats 

With a Bun
From 10am - 2pm

$$1.00 each
1.00 each
Every Saturd

ay in March
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shooting bench to help support the 
fore-end of the rifle.

“My medal looks like everyone 
else’s. I did the same thing they did, 
just a little differently,” Walsh said in 
an email.

While she was the only Paralym-
pian competing, she shot at the same 
time as others during the Jan. 31 
competition at Rio Salado Sports-
man’s Club in Mesa.

“There were 10 other air rifle com-
petitors in the same heat. It was fair-
ly quiet except for the launching and 
impact of pellets. It was a lot of fun. 
It was my first time competing with 
juniors. I’m used to being the young-
est competitor,” Walsh, who with her 
twin sister Halo, recently turned 15.

She had a 589-32 electronic inte-
ger score out of a maximum of 600 
points, it states at http://www.rioju-
niors.com/junior-olympics.html.

Athletes had one hour and 15 
minutes to shoot 60 shots into the 
electronic targets, John Karadsheh, 
junior division director at Rio Salado 
Sportsman’s Club, stated in an email.

“Each shot is worth 10 points for 
a maximum of 600 points. Rumi shot 
a 589/600. The 32 is her X-count. 
Deep 10s are counted as Xs. The 
X-count is used as a tie-breaker in the 
event that two or more shooters have 
the same score,” he said.

Rumi is the only Paralympian who 
has competed in air rifle in more that 
a dozen years, he said.

“I’ve been running that match for 
the last nine years and have been in-
volved in it for the last 13, and Rumi 
is the first para shooter in Arizona 
that I am aware of,” Karadsheh said.

Rumi’s classification is SH2, 
which means someone doesn’t have 
the upper body strength to support an 
air rifle so they use a certified spring 
stand, her mother, Caryn Walsh, stat-

ed in an email.
She is not in the SH2 modified 

classification, which means someone 
doesn’t have two hands to support an 
air rifle. Their spring stand has a stiff-
er spring so it wobbles a bit less. It’s 
not like using a bag or a lead sled, and 
the rifle has to be touching one side of 
the stand so it is off balance, she said.

Caryn Walsh is hopeful that with 
such a high score, Rumi will get an 
invite to the Junior Olympic Cham-
pionship.

“We expect that Rumi’s high 
score, which far surpassed the min-
imum score necessary, will earn her 
an invitation to the National Junior 

Olympics in Alabama in April,” she 
said. “This is important because 
Rumi does not have local SH2 peers. 
She has mentored adults along her 
way, however.”

The automatic invite cut score for 
air rifle is 585. First-round invites 
will be sent no later than Feb. 27, it 
states in a 2026 USA Shooting, Ari-
zona State Junior Olympics Air Rifle 
Championship Program form at Rio 
Salado Sportsman’s Club’s website.

Rumi is excited about the possibil-

ity of being asked to go to the cham-
pionship.

“It’s a huge step toward Paralym-
pics. I’ve never just been in a group of 
disabled junior shooters before. My 
people!” she said.

Going to Alabama in April won’t 
affect her education. Rumi started 
homeschooling during lockdown and 
goes to Eagleridge Enrichment and 
Mesa Distance Learning.

Paralympian
• From page 1

Rumi Walsh of Apache Junction with her gold 
medal. (Caryn Walsh)

Rumi Walsh shooting during practice on a different day than the competition. (Caryn Walsh)

• See Paralympian  on page 20

FROM THE COVER
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Tread designs may vary on all tires shown. Prices subject to change. State or local taxes or surcharges for environmental protection will be an extra charge.

APACHE JUNCTION 
35 S. IDAHO ROAD • 480-288-1978

Up to 5 quarts conventional oil • Most cars & light trucks • At participating store 
Shop supplies additional • With coupon • Not valid with any other offer 
No cash value • Waste handling fee extra • Expires 3-31-26 • AJIndy226

$2195
PREMIUM OIL CHANGE

LUBE CHASSIS • REPLACE FILTER
22 POINT INSPECTION

4 TIRE ROTATION

Many cars • With coupon • At participating stores • Shop supplies additional
Charge for additional service/parts, if needed • Not valid with any other offer 

Expires 3-31-26 • AJIndy226

$50OFF

4 WHEEL BRAKE JOB

FREE  
BRAKE INSPECTION

$25  
Per Axle

ON 4 SELECT, IN-STOCK TIRES 
WITH INSTALLATION PURCHASE.  
VALID 2/23/2026 - 3/15/2026

$$100100
INSTANT SAVINGS*

*$100 instant savings on in-stock sets of four Nitto Nomad Grappler, Motivo 365, Recon Grappler A/T Ridge Grappler or Terra Grappler G3 tires, Toyo tires,  
or select Nexen tires. Excludes Nexen N-Priz AH5 and AH8 tires. Installation charges extra; required on all four tires. Disposal fees and shop fees extra where 

permitted. See store for pricing. Eligibility may vary. Not valid with other offers. At perticipating locations. No cash value. Valid 2/23/2026 - 3/15/2026.

AJ Independent 2026-Feb25.indd   1AJ Independent 2026-Feb25.indd   1 2/19/26   10:32 AM2/19/26   10:32 AM

Mail To:   Genesis Project
  P.O. Box 5156
  Apache Junction, AZ 85178

Donate in Person:  564 N. Idaho Road, Suite #5
  Apache Junction, AZ 85119
  10am-2pm

Donate via PayPal:  www.GenesisProjectAZ.org

Thanks to the Arizona State Charitable Giving Tax Credit you can  
donate up to $421 for individuals and $841 for joint filers and receive  

a dollar for dollar credit on your Arizona State Taxes!

Genesis Project is a community focused, volunteer ran, faith based 
501(c)3 non-profit and Qualified Charitable Organization with a  

mission to feed, clothe, and hydrate the hungry and homeless.

Thanks to the Arizona State Charitable Giving Tax Credit you can donate up 
to $495 for individuals and $987 for joint filers and receive a dollar for dollar 

credit on your Arizona State Taxes!

Genesis Project is a community focused, volunteer ran, faith based 501(c)3 
non-profit and Qualified Charitable Organization with a mission to feed, 

clothe, and hydrate the hungry and homeless, as well as connect individuals to 
social services to assist in overcoming the root causes of food insecurity.Mail To:   Genesis Project

  P.O. Box 5156
  Apache Junction, AZ 85178

Donate in Person:  564 N. Idaho Road, Suite #5
  Apache Junction, AZ 85119
  10am-2pm

Donate via PayPal:  www.GenesisProjectAZ.org

Thanks to the Arizona State Charitable Giving Tax Credit you can  
donate up to $421 for individuals and $841 for joint filers and receive  

a dollar for dollar credit on your Arizona State Taxes!

Genesis Project is a community focused, volunteer ran, faith based 
501(c)3 non-profit and Qualified Charitable Organization with a  

mission to feed, clothe, and hydrate the hungry and homeless.

 Mail to:  Genesis Project
  P.O. Box 5156
  Apache Junction, AZ 85178

 Donate in Person:  1050 W. Superstition Blvd.
  Apache Junction, AZ 85120
  10am - 2pm

 Donate Online:  www.GenesisProjectAZ.org

You decide 
where your

money goes!

Th
ree

 Phase Mechanical

Air Conditioning & Heating

Residential/Commercial

24/Hr. & Weekend Service
No Premium Charge
All work is 100% guaranteed!

$34.95
check up

Never a
Trip Charge

480-671-0833
Free service call with any repair!

ROC247803 Lic. Bonded. Ins

•Sales     •Installation
•Service  •Repair

All work is 
100% 

guaranteed!

•Sales
•Installation
•Service
•Repair

Air Conditioning & Heating

480-671-0833
Free service call with any repair!

ROC247803 Lic. Bonded. Ins

$3995
check up

Never a Trip Charge!

Residential/Commercial

24/Hr. & 
Weekend 
Service

No Premium Charge
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OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take 
the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarification 
or confirmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about 
neighbors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions in 
the same issue will not be published. 
The content of a submission is the 
responsibility of the person who 
submitted it.
 

Speak Up 
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

SPEAK UP

Here are some comments about 
stories happening in your area:

‘ICE OUT FOR GOOD 
RALLY’ SATURDAY 

HOSTED BY APACHE 
JUNCTION GOLD CANYON 

INDIVISIBLE GROUP
“As a long time resident of Apache 

Junction I support this, I want to 
see our community supported and 
our rights upheld. I am pro human 
rights.” — Felicia Madrid via Face-
book comment

***
“Need an ‘ICE In’ rally.” — Grant 

Leonard via Facebook comment
***

“Get all illegals out now .” — Da-
vid Murray via Facebook comment

***
“Love ICE. Let them do their 

job.” — Vern Larson via Nextdoor 
comment

***
“Vern, by killing American cit-

izens. No thank you.” — CINDY 
KEEVER via Nextdoor comment

APACHE JUNCTION 
STUDENTS IN ICE 

WALKOUT TO RECEIVE AN 
UNEXCUSED ABSENCE, 

AJUSD SAYS
“Why are they hiding their faces? 

Go protest in Iran.” — Judith O’hara 
via Facebook comment

***
“Arizona is almost last in educa-

tion. I don’t think an extra day is gon-

na matter any.” — Alyna Jae Vargas 
via Facebook comment

***
“Absolutely an unexcused absence. 

They are in school to learn not protest.” 
— kaye hind via Nextdoor comment

***
“kaye, they’ll learn more about how 

their government really operates by go-
ing to the protest than they will in 10 
classroom days.” — Thomas Borjon 
via Nextdoor comment

***
“Thomas, don’t get them started pro-

testing. They will learn things as they get 
older. They need to learn to be respect-
ful, job oriented and to depend on them-
selves. Protesting is for people who are 
living with Mom and Dad, on welfare 
and want to cause trouble, not changes. 
Leave these young people alone to grow 
up and be good, happy people. Protest-
ing is not going to change a thing and 
might even get you hurt or killed. De-
cent people are not out there.” — Darla 
Bush via Nextdoor comment

KENADIE ‘KENNA’ FLEMING, 
17, MISSING FROM APACHE 

JUNCTION, POLICE SAY
“So many missing. Praying for her .” 

— Joan Carbajal via Newsbreak com-
ment

GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR 
USE OF ARTIFICIAL  

INTELLIGENCE IN APACHE 
JUNCTION SCHOOLS

“Need to train users to ask complete-
ly thought out questions, and ask for 
complete and footnoted source answers. 
Also need to train not to just accept AI 

answers. It can suffer from garbage in 
garbage out just like all computers since 
beginning, and people too.” — Deb G. 
via Nextdoor comment

***
“I don’t believe it should be used for 

everything.  We need to think or lose it.” 
— Andrea Polecheck via Nextdoor 
comment

APACHE JUNCTION HIGH 
SCHOOL DROPOUTS TO BE 

OFFERED PATH TO  
GRADUATION

“Reaching out to young people and 
showing them the path to success is very 
important to us all.” — Dolly Winkel-
mann via Nextdoor comment

***
“That’s what the GED is for, unless 

the ‘participation trophy’ of attending 
graduation is the goal. Sounds like a waste 
of resources. Most GED programs have a 
graduation ceremony.” — Chris C. via 
Nextdoor comment

***
“Young people deserve second 

chances. Most people deserve a second 
chance.” — Letitia S. via Nextdoor 
comment

APACHE JUNCTION 
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 
HEAD TO CONFERENCES IN 

NASHVILLE, MIAMI
“Wow! More waste.” — Terri 

Kridler via Facebook comment

***
“Attend virtually, save $10,000.” — 

Seth Art via Facebook comment
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DONATION MOVERS
THE ARIZONA MOVERS

Call us today! (480)529-9586

20+ Years
Serving Arizona

A+ Rated
Better Business 

Bureau

Full Service
Local & Long  

Distance

Veteran
Owned & Operated

Full Residential Moving
Relocate Your Business with Confidence

For more than 20 years, people have trusted Donation Movers with 
their moving and relocation needs.

Call Donation Movers LLC for dependable moving service that 
mirrors the values and integrity of small town values. Donation 

Movers LLC can promise hassle- and problem-free professionalism 
with its services. We want to help you make your move.

donationmovers.com

Notary Services Available

ACCOUNTING 
PAYROLL • TAX SPECIALISTS

H.A.T.S.
Harris Accounting & Tax Service

Tel (480) 605-3710 * Fax (480) 605-3720
e-mail: Tax@HarrisAccounting.net

1000 W Apache Trl Ste 107, Apache Junction, AZ 85120

Notary Services Available

Harris 

• Taxes - Personal, all business, estates & trusts, non-residents;
Also Sales taxes and payroll taxes. Secure Document Portal. 
Unfi led tax returns? We are a judgment-free zone!

• Accounting - Easy-to-use software: services include set up 
then range from periodic review to processing all transactions; 
we customize our service to meet YOUR needs

• Payroll - Now is the time to change. Get Payroll Services with
one who is Accessible, Effi  cient and Reasonably priced.

CARS • TRUCKS • RV’S • 4X4CARS • TRUCKS • RV’S • 4X4

10% OFF*10% OFF*
FOR ALLFOR ALL

VETERANSVETERANS
& SENIORS& SENIORS

MUST PRESENT CARD AT TIME

MUST PRESENT CARD AT TIME

OF SERVICE. LABOR ONLY.

OF SERVICE. LABOR ONLY.

FREEFREECHECK ENGINE
CHECK ENGINELIGHTLIGHTDIAGNOSTIC!
DIAGNOSTIC!

AC SERVICE SPECIAL

 *Freon extra on applicable vehicles.
Plus tax. Must present coupon 

at time of service.

$9999We Now Offer Financing!

Synchrony Financial
NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS!NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS!

480-964-3832480-964-3832

CarCareONEONE

A+A+
FamilyFamily
ownedowned

& Operated& Operated
for overfor over

30 years!30 years!

2YEAR - 24,000 MILE WARRANTY
On Most Repair Work

WWW.DOUGSTRANSMISSION.COM

DIFFERENTIAL • CLUTCH REPAIR • AIR CONDITIONING • TRANSMISSION REPAIR • TRANSFER CASE

TRANSMISSION
SERVICE

*On applicable vehicles. Plus tax.
Must present coupon at time

of service.

$18999
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRCOMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
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MARCH 1

Western Concert
Dave Stamey has made it his life’s work to 

celebrate the rural American West. In the past 
two decades he has recorded 11 albums of 
original music, traveled thousands of miles 
and performed thousands of shows doing 
just that. Come for an afternoon of music 

celebrating cowboy music and values. Starts 
at 3 p.m. outdoors between buildings C and 
F at Central Arizona College’s Superstition 

Mountain Campus, 805 S. Idaho Road. Cost 
is $20. 

Go to centralaz.edu/cac-calendar

MARCH 7-8

Superstition Sleepover
Camper check in and set up starts at noon 
and activities begin at 3 p.m. at Prospector 

Park, 3015 N. Idaho Road. For $15 a person, 
campers will get the chance to set up their 

own camp site on the softball fields and 
participate in a variety of activities including 

outdoor activities, arts and crafts, and a 
special showing of “Up” on the big screen 

while enjoying s’mores. The Handlebar will be 
providing dinner for all campers. The following 
morning, campers will rise to a sunrise and a 

continental breakfast. 
This is a great event for anyone who likes 

camping but doesn’t want to go alone or have 
to rough it in the wilderness. All you need 

is a tent and a sleeping bag and Parks and 
Recreation will take care of the rest, it states 

in a release. 
Register at tinyurl.com/54tbxj9t. For informa-

tion, call the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment at 480-983-2181.

MARCH 28

Dino Day
Join the Apache Junction Parks & Recreation 

Department 4-6 p.m. for the free event at 
Flatiron Community Park, 100 N. Apache 
Trail. Take a trip back in time and discover 

what the world was like in the Jurassic age. 
Activities are to include finding dinosaur 
eggs, various crafts and games, replica 

Jurassic Park vehicles, and even live dinos. 
Once the event concludes, stick around for a 
special showing of “The Land Before Time” 

beginning at 6:30 p.m. The event page is 
facebook.com/share/18CkreU2JF

The Mesa Historical Museum re-
cently hosting the grand opening of 
the Arizona Baseball Museum, ded-
icated solely to Arizona’s baseball 
history.

Located in the historic Lehi au-
ditorium at 2345 N. Horne in Mesa, 
the museum shares 
the story of the 
origins of base-
ball in Arizona 
from early mil-
itary posts and 
mining towns to 
community teams 
and the rise of spring 
training. The museum explores the 
birth of the Cactus League and the 
role Arizona communities played 
in making the state a spring training 
destination.

Visitors can see historic photo-
graphs, memorabilia and person-
al stories that highlight both well-
known players and the many people 
behind the scenes-groundskeepers, 
team staff, local organizers, and fans-
who helped baseball thrive here. 

“This is a story that hasn’t been 
told in one place before,” Mesa His-
torical Museum Executive Director 
Susan Ricci said. “Arizona helped 
shape the game of baseball — from 
barnstorming teams to the creation of 
the Cactus League. We are excited to 
finally give that history a permanent 
home.”

The Arizona Baseball Museum 
provides a year-round destination for 
residents, baseball fans, and visitors. 
The museum will also offer special 
programs, guest speakers, and season-
al exhibits tied to spring training and 
Arizona baseball milestones.

Go to https://www.arizonabase-
ballmuseum.org.

The museum shares the story of the origins of baseball in Arizona from early military posts and mining 
towns to community teams and the rise of spring training. (Independent Newsmedia, Richard H. Dyer)

Arizona Baseball Museum opens at 
historic Lehi auditorium

The Superstition Mountain Lost Dutchman Mu-
seum is hosting the Apacheland Movie Weekend  
March 7-8. 

March 7 begins with Dinner with Dante, a curated din-
ner at the museum, 4087 E. Apache Trail in Apache Junc-
tion, with Western movie star Michael Dante, according 
to a release. 

March 8 kicks off Cheers to Charro! with an 11 a.m. 
screening of the Elvis Presley movie “Charro!” filmed 
in part in the chapel at the museum grounds, with staff 
expert commentary. The afternoon rounds out with a 
screening of “Arizona Raiders” in the Audie Murphy barn, 
with insider commentary by film and television legend 

Dante. The family-friendly event will take place on the  
museum grounds. 

“I look forward to returning to the Superstition Moun-
tain Lost Dutchman Museum for the ‘Apacheland Movie 
Weekend,’” Dante said in the release, “where I have so 
many great memories of working in the barn with Audie 
Murphy and an excellent cast in ‘Arizona Raiders.’ Those 
were fun days!” 

Dinner with Dante costs $75 per couple. Purchase 
tickets at www.smldm.org or through the museum shop. 

“Charro!” and “Arizona Raiders” will be screened for 
free.  

For information on the museum, go to www.smldm.org. 

Apacheland Movie Weekend March 7-8 at museum 

THINGS TO DO



ART GALLERY GIFTS
Featuring Owners

Susan Paige
and husband

Lt Col Barry
and

Local Artists
Downtown Apache Junction

Paige Artists Gallery

300 West Apache Trail, Suite 106A
Visit all shops in the Plaza

Hours: Thrs, Fri, Sat 11-4    susanpaige@susanpaige.com

The scope of basic services/fee 
includes the following work phases: 
pre-design/programming, schematic 
design, design development, con-
struction documents, planning and 
permitting processes, and construc-
tion administration (inclusive of war-
ranty follow up), Perlman Architects 
Director Gerrald Adams wrote in a 
letter to the fire district.

The project includes a 
11,000-square-foot single-story fire 
station with a 3,600-square-foot 
covered canopy/trellis structure con-
structed on the northwest corner of 
Flat Iron Trail and Warner Avenue, a 
Perlman Architects document states.

The architect’s scope of work and 
associated fee proposal for Fire Sta-
tion No. 266 is based on SFMD’s 
requirements, applicable building 
and fire codes, and the unique opera-
tional needs of a modern emergency 
response facility, SFMD Adminis-
trative Services Director Anna Butel 
wrote in a memo to the board. 

The scope includes apparatus bay 
design, decontamination and clean/
dirty zone planning, living quarters 
and site considerations such as secure 
access, circulation, and stormwater 
management, she said. 

“The fee has been developed using 
an estimated construction budget, 
anticipated project complexity, con-
sultant coordination requirements 
and the projected timeline, and re-
flects the level of professional staffing 
and oversight necessary to deliver a 
code-compliant, durable and oper-
ationally efficient facility that sup-
ports long-term community needs,” 
she said.

The district, which is primarily 
funded by property taxes, provides 
fire suppression, fire prevention, 
wildland protection, advanced life 
support, rescue, extrication and med-
ical transportation services out of five 
fire stations in Apache Junction and 

Gold Canyon.
SFMD board meetings are gen-

erally held at 5:30 p.m. the third 
Wednesday of the month at the 
SFMD Administrative Office, 565 
N. Idaho Road in Apache Junction. 
Agendas are at https://sfmd.az.gov/.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them 
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 

long as they meet our Civility Guidelines, https://
www.yourvalley.net/civility-checklist/.

Contract
• From page 8 ADAPTING FIRE STATION 

FOR APACHE JUNCTION
The following items have been 
requested to be changed from 
original Daisy Mountain Fire Station 
Fire Station No. 144 plans:
• Increased staff covered patio area
• Delete one captain office
• Add hazard zone vestibules
• Add an additional crew restroom
• Add overhead and exit door to 		
	 fitness
• Enlarge the kitchen/dining areas 		
	 slightly
• Remove doors leading into day 		
	 room
• Add the coat drop/mud room area
• Rework firefighter office to be a bit 	
	 larger with view window into bays
• Rework electrical/mechanical 		
	 room based on the restroom 		
	 addition
• Adjust laundry room to allow extra 	
	 closet storage space
• Delete linen closets in dorm 		
	 corridor
• Delete fourth apparatus bay
• Add SCBA compressor fill station to 	
	 workshop
Source: Perlman Architects scope of 
services and fee proposal document
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NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699 CROWN

FULL-TIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO ASSIST YOU IN GETTING 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional prices. We’ll also 
replace missing teeth with bridges and provide cosmetic crowns to create 

the confident smile you deserve — all of this at affordable prices.

azcrowncenter.com•2490 West Ray Road, Unit 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

CALL TODAY!
480-349-1140

ONE SIMPLE PRICE, NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

PER U
N

IT

Arizona Crown 
Center – THE 
affordable dental 
crown experts. 
We fix broken teeth 
and replace missing 
teeth with bridges, 
caps and replace 
crowns – all at one 
low, affordable price!

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

“We do leadership training and 
sports. We volunteer and we hunt. 
Sometimes we do schoolwork from 
camp or airports,” she said. 

Shooting sports
In addition to shooting with an air 

rifle, Rumi is an archer and shoots 
smallbore rifles.

“Everyone said I had natural tal-
ent, even when I was 9 years old and 
drawing a bow with my teeth. I start-
ed hunting rabbits and elk with my 
mom and her friends. A lot of people 
helped me figure it out,” she said.

“Then my mom found Arizona 
Disabled Sports and convinced me to 
try their air rifle season. I didn’t even 
want to. But I said ‘OK, I’ll do it.’ 
I’ve been there since I was 11. Then 
I was 12 and she said I should sign 
up for Desert Challenge Games just 
for the life experience. I got a med-
al and they took me to Nationals in 
Alabama. All in five months. I was 
never away from my mom and sis-
ter like that. The next year my mom 
competed, too,” Rumi said.

As she was born with an upper 
limb difference, she began shooting 

with local adaptive leagues at the age 
of 12, Caryn Walsh said.

“Immediately showing a sharp eye 
and a dedication to achievement, 
she competed locally and nationally 
within mere months of picking up an 
air rifle,” she said.

Ability360 gave her an air rifle and 
case. Last year at Desert Challenge, 
MOVE United selected Rumi for 
Human Achievement.

“I like to go to NubAbility camps. 
Or do stuff with Ability360 for kids 
or military families. I like to make 
quilts and elk steaks,” she said.

Last year she did archery with Ar-
izona Disabled Sports. 

“I can’t shoot with my teeth now 
since I got braces but I have a shoul-
der release,” Rumi said. 

“My twin sister shoots with me. 
This year she got an elk in the morn-
ing and I got one that evening on 
opening day. I like air rifle because 
it takes me places. I can shoot it my 
whole life if I want to and I don’t 
have to run on a track. I don’t need 
two hands to do it,” she said.
Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@iniusa.org, or 

on X @rhdyer. Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. 

We are committed to publishing a wide variety of reader 
opinions, as long as they meet our Civility Guidelines, 

https://www.yourvalley.net/civility-checklist/.

RESOURCES
Arizona Disabled Sports offers two types of programs, which include adaptive 
opportunities for individuals with intellectual or developmental disabilities 
through Team Mesa Programs as well as adaptive opportunities for individuals 
with physical disabilities through the Arizona Heat Physically Challenged 
programs, it states at https://www.arizonadisabledsports.com.
Founded in 2011, NubAbility Athletics Foundation has grown to provide 
limbdifferent children with coaching in 23 mainstream organized sports at 
camps and clinics across the U.S., it states at https://nubability.org.
Ability360 offers and promotes programs to empower people with all disabilities 
to take personal responsibility so they may achieve or continue independent 
lifestyles within the community, it states at https://ability360.org.
The next Desert Challenge Games is May 27-31 with air rifle and air pistol 
competitions, track and field, swimming and archery, it states at https://www.
arizonadisabledsports.com/desertchallengegames.

FROM THE COVER
Paralympian
• From page 14
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ADR HARDWARE
 AJ's Original Hardware Store

99¢

Reg.
$1799

Reg.
$449

FS Bal/Hbird 
Solar Light
Item #215343

Reg.
$529

20lb Wild 
Bird Seed

Item 
#501272

Reg. 
$1499

Reg. 
$1599

Reg.
$1299

Reg
$2499

MM 13pt Snap Knife
Item #704807

Reg. 
$999 $999

Reg. 
$1549
Reg. 

$699

$349
Reg. 
$599

24oz 
Simple 
Green

Item 
#599944

42oz 
F&G Tide

Item 
#148659

15pk 8” Blk 
Ziptie

Item #120225
Fast Track Util Hook

Item#254597

GT Poly 
Dump 
Cart
Item 

#159059

$10599
Reg. 
$13599

GT 44” Lhrp 
Shovel

Item #248297

Reg.
$1199
Reg.

$499

GT Full Zinc 
Nozzle

Item #637506
GT Brs 2way Conn

Item #581296

Reg.

$799

$299

Reg.

$999

16oz Seafoam
Item #200934

Quad Fld 
Chair
Item 

#138333

Reg. 
$2499

Reg. 
$499
Reg. 

$269
Reg. 
$1199
Reg. Reg. 

$499

Pumie Stick
Item #247034

Reg.
$1499

Reg

$1199

Reg.
$1299
Reg.

$1999

Wht Flood Light
Item #104545

MM 
2pc Nut 
Driver 

Set
Item

#269022

MP 2.5” 
Poly Brush

Item
#148219

TW Graph 
Tire Shine

Item #112508

24x36 Paw Mat
Item #130051

26oz 
Barkeepers 

Fri
Item 

#740086

Reg. 
$299

Reg.

$399

ADR HARDWARE TRUE VALUE 
(480) 982-7461
237 N. Apache Trail, 

Apache Junction, AZ 85120-3916 
WWW.ADRHARDWAREAZ.COM
Apache Junction, AZ 85120-3916 
WWW.ADRHARDWAREAZ.COM

W Superstition Blvd

W Broadway Ave

Apache 
N Apache Trail Idaho Rd

E Old West Hwy

Trail

STARTSSTARTS
 3/1/26 3/1/26

ENDS ENDS 3/31/263/31/26

While Supplies While Supplies LastLast
We’re down the road from higher We’re down the road from higher pricesprices

$1999
Reg.
$1199

Reg. 
$799

Reg. 

$699

$1299
Reg.
$1599

Reg.

$199
Reg.

$199

COMMUNITY NEWS

While a group of high school and ju-
nior high school students protesting the 
actions of U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement were near Ironwood 
Drive and Apache Trail in Apache 
Junction Jan. 30, local police received 
a report that a person driving by had 
pointed a gun at the students. 

Police later determined no gun was 
pointed at any student and no threats 
were made. 

Students from Apache Junction 
High School and Cactus Canyon Mid-
dle School walked out of school and 
gathered off school property Jan. 30. 
They walked through the city as part of 
a peaceful protest. Apache Junction Po-
lice Department was aware of the event 
and had officers in the area, police said 
in a statement on Facebook @Apache-
JunctionPD.

While the group was near Ironwood 
Drive and Apache Trail, AJPD re-
ceived a report that a person driving by 
had pointed a gun at the students. As a 
result, several students ran into a nearby 
Circle K for safety, police said.

Officers were on scene at the time of 
the report and did not observe any be-
havior consistent with a firearm being 

pointed at the students. Officers imme-
diately contacted witnesses and con-
ducted interviews.

Officers also spoke with parents who 
were escorting students at the time. 
None reported witnessing a gun or any 
threatening behavior and stated their in-
formation was based on what students 
had relayed to them.

Witness accounts provided conflict-
ing information regarding vehicle de-
scriptions and the location of the alleged 
incident. After investigating, officers 
determined that no gun was pointed at 
any student and no threats were made.

No students were located who per-
sonally witnessed a firearm. All students 
contacted by police and that remained 
on scene only heard secondhand that 
someone had pointed a gun. 

“Apache Junction Police Depart-
ment supports the community’s right 
to peacefully protest and responded to 
ensure everyone’s safety. We also want 
to clarify that the reported threat was in-
vestigated and found to be unfounded. 
We appreciate the community’s coop-
eration and encourage residents to rely 
on verified information shared directly 
by AJPD,” it states.

Daily news at 
your fingertips

Sign up Sign up 
for your for your 
newsletternewsletter

Police find no credible gun 
threat after report  

during student protest



22  March 2026  |  Apache Junction Independent  |  YourValley.net 

Reliable help when you need it.
Our personalized in-home care services empower  

your family to live life with peace of mind. 

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and

operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company.

© 2024 Home Instead, Inc.

Our personalized in-home care services empower
your family to live life with peace of mind. 

Reliable help when 
you need it.

homeinstead.com/195
(480) 827-4343

(480) 827-4343 | homeinstead.com/195

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company.
© 2024 Home Instead, Inc. 

for the city.
Wayne Phillips Standage Jr. was 

74 when he died Nov. 6, 2025, in 
Apache Junction, according to an 
obituary at legacy.com posted by 
Mountain View Funeral Home & 
Cemetery.

A tree, bench or other memorial 
could be placed to honor him, Lan-
genbach said during the commis-
sion’s Feb. 4 meeting.

“I just wanted to talk briefly and 
get some of your perspective on 
where we might put ... a tree or a 
bench or something like that,” she 
said. “Wayne Standage — he was 
very involved with the multiuse 
trail, really with anything related 
to (Bureau of Land Management). 
He was on a lot of our open-space 
boards with Pinal County. He drew 
us many wonderful maps. He went 
and met with lots of people to kind 
of get historical map data.”

Vice Chair Felicia Madrid sug-
gested having art as a focal point at a 
horse staging area at the rodeo event 
center.

“It would be amazing to have 
something as a focal point when you 
come in. So maybe the memorials 
can tie into that as well. And may-
be we can do something that still 
mimics nature so the horses aren’t 
scared,” she said.

Commissioner Frank Schoen-
beck said Standage had a collection 
of saddles.

“He mentioned that to me at one 
time. I don’t know how we could tie 
that into a memorial... Just throw 
that into the mix,” he said. 

The city of Apache Junction is 
working on a brochure that explains 
how a memorial can be placed, in-
cluding what the cost may be, Lan-

genbach said.
“It is much more costly than it 

ever used to be,” she said. “Things 
have just really increased.”

The memorials are not done by 
the city but through the nonprofit 
Friends of Apache Junction.

“It is a donation to the depart-
ment... Friends of AJ actually cuts 
the check for the amenity that’s get-
ting purchased,” she said.  

Area residents can have two types 
of memorials placed without going 
through the commission and coun-
cil, Langenbach said.

“The only two memorials the 
public can do without bringing 
it and having an entire process is 
benches and trees,” she said. “Usu-
ally a person has a place they want 
it to be, and we determine whether 
or not it is possible... Sometimes it’s 
not.”

Bricks can be placed at the fo-
cal point through Apache Junction 
Community Development Corp.

“They have a spot on their web-
site; we’re adding that to this bro-
chure as well so that people will 
know how to get there for that,” she 
said.  

The seven-member parks and 
recreation commission is an advi-
sory board that works closely with 
the parks and recreation director. 
The board recommends regulations, 
policies and improvements of pub-
lic parks and programs in Apache 
Junction. The commission also rec-
ommends fees for the use of public 
facilities, programs and services ad-
ministered by the department.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email 
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are 

committed to publishing a wide variety of 
reader opinions, as long as they meet our 

Civility Guidelines, https://www.yourvalley.
net/civility-checklist/.

FROM THE COVER
Memorials
• From page 6



$1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! $1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! 
Valley Wide Remodelers You Can Depend On!

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

Luxury BathLuxury Bath
is Your Only Choice 

for Remodelling
As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we 
offer fast, affordable, and lifetime-

guaranteed bathroom remodelling 
solutions across the Phoenix area.

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

We’ll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • ROC #295792

Shower remodels • Tub-to-shower conversions
Walk-in tubs • Roll-in showers

• Reign-N-Country; Mesa; Melo-
dy Wade; Musical Groups And Art-
ists (711130).

• Jim Turner dba Jim Turner His-
torian; Tucson; Jim Turner; Inde-
pendent Artists, Writers, And Per-
formers (711510).

• Sherri L Lanter dba Faithline 
Ledger; Apache Junction; Sherri 
Lanter; Other Accounting Services 
(541219).

• Eat Thrive Prosper LLC dba 
Genuine Fresche; Gilbert; Marcy Ol-
sen; Mobile Food Services (722330), 
Snack And Nonalcoholic Beverage 
Bars (From 722213) (722515).

• Outside Scoop Arizona LLC dba 
Outside Scoop; Fort Dodge, Iowa; 
Sara Carlson; Mobile Food Services 
(722330).

• Tolerance Trading LLC; Lade-
ra Ranch, California; Yulia Utkina; 
Cosmetics, Beauty Supplies, And 

Perfume Retailers (456120).
• Petroleum Traders Corp.; Fort 

Wayne, Indiana; Hunter Kirgis; Pe-

troleum And Petroleum Products 
Merchant Wholesalers (Except Bulk 
Stations And Terminals) (424720).

• Snowberger Holdings LLC dba 
Valley Trenching; Glendale; Jason 
Snowberger; Other Heavy And Civil 
Engineering Construction (237990).

• Recreational Rentals Of New 
Mexico dba I Heart Cookies; Augus-
ta, Kansas; Rachel Marlow; Mobile 
Food Services (722330), Snack And 
Nonalcoholic Beverage Bars (From 
722213) (722515).

• Bill Burt Rocks; Mesa; Wil-
liam Burt; Coal And Other Miner-
al And Ore Merchant Wholesalers 
(423520).

• Guns Out LLC dba Guns Out; 
Apache Junction; Laura Tavormi-
na Massa; Promoters Of Performing 
Arts, Sports, And Similar Events 
(711300).

• Wolff Construction LLC; Scott-
sdale; Jarrod Fenberg; New Sin-
gle-Family Housing Construction 
(Except For-Sale Builders) (236115).

• Core Media Solutions LLC; 

A business license is a license issued to a person conducting business activity within the city of Apache 
Junction or any person or business having a privilege tax or use tax license listing Apache Junction per city 
code. The fee for a business license is $50. An application must be approved along with the fee paid before 
a business may lawfully engage in business in the city of Apache Junction. For questions regarding busi-
ness licenses, call 480-474-5050 or email the business license coordinator at businesslicense@apache-
junctionaz.gov. Applications are at apachejunctionaz.gov/997/Business-License. (Metro Connection)

Business
• From page 8

• See Business on page 29

YourValley.net |  Apache Junction Independent |  March 2026  23  



24  March 2026  |  Apache Junction Independent  |  YourValley.net 

Low Priced EZGO Lithium Options AvailableLow Priced EZGO Lithium Options Available
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Reserve Your Rental Today!
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480-983-1234
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Dr. Chris Allen’s new 
personalized care program 
is designed to give 
you peace of mind 
and control over 
your healthcare.

For More Information:
480.761.2500 
SignatureMD.com/Allen

24/7/365 physician 
availability, via phone, 
text, or email

Discover 
Personalized 
Care 

Same or next business 
day appointments

For More Information:
480.761.2500
SignatureMD.com/Allen
Deseret Medical Associates
6410 S. Kings Ranch Rd.
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118

EDUCATION

Local youth win awards at Lego robotics regional tourney
The Superstition Mountain 

Branch Boys and Girls Club team 
from Apache Junction earned awards 
at the Lego League Skyline Regional 
tournament.

They won the Peer Award and 
Motivate Award at the event at Sky-
line High School in Chandler, Dr. 
Anna Prakash, co-founder of Edu-
cation Empowers Inc., a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit based in Chandler that is 
the STEM and robotics program pro-
viders for the Boys & Girls clubs in 
the Valley, said in a release.

The competition included chal-
lenges such as:

• Robot game and robot design 
challenge 

• Innovation research project chal-
lenge

• Core values challenge
Around 200 students from 21 

Education Empowers teams across 
Chandler, Gilbert, Phoenix, Scotts-
dale, Apache Junction, Queen Creek 

and Tucson participated in the Lego 
robotics competition. The challenge 
this year was called “Unearthed.” 
Students demonstrated robot coding 
missions, teamwork and a research 

presentation of a project related to 
challenges in archeology, it states.

“The team excelled across multi-
ple categories and won two awards 
— the Peer Award and the Motivate 
Award — for their outstanding per-
formance,” Prakash said.

The Motivate Award went to the 
Mech Mechanics at Superstition 
Mountain Branch Boys and Girls 
Club. The Motivate Award cele-
brates a team that embraces the cul-
ture of Fist Lego League through 
team building, team spirit,and dis-
played enthusiasm.

The Peer Award went to the Green 
Raptors at Superstition Mountain 
Branch Boys &and Girls Club. The 
Peer Award celebrates a team that 

At the judging table are Superstition Mountain Branch Boys & Girls Club team members Mason DeMa-
rio, Anthony Sousie, Vienna Romero, and Richard Jimenez-Valandra. (Kagen Photography)

• See Robotics on page 25



SMALL LOCAL BUSINESS

LLC 
(602) 804-8806

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ROC #350839

• Lighting Upgrades
• Diagnose and Repair 

Electrical Issues
• Ceiling Fans 

• Outdoor Power for 
Spas and RVs 

• Panel Upgrades
• Electric Vehicle 

Chargers

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Body Donation Program  
Tomorrow’s Healthcare Team

Your gift will help educate compassionate 
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.
For more information, call: 623-806-7990

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308 
azbodydonation@midwestern.edu | www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation

With the Phoenix Suns gorilla are Superstition Mountain Branch Boys & Girls Club team members 
Aubrey Romero, Richard Jimenez-Valandra, Mason DeMario and Vienna Romero. (Kagen Photography)

has been nominated by their peers 
for their expression of core values 
and gracious professionalism.

The lead team coach is Angela 
Davis, branch director for the Su-
perstition Mountain Branch Boys 
& Girls club; and Gabe Sordia, pro-
gram director. 

The robotics program is available 
for all ages. Using Legos Mindstorm 
Robotics kits, members are intro-
duced to the basics of robot con-
struction and coding in a 20-hour 
program. At the conclusion of the 
five-week participants have the op-
portunity to compete against the 

other robotics built in the program, 
it states at https://www.bgcaz.org/
club-program/lego-robotics.

About Education Empowers Inc.
Founded in 2017 by a moth-

er-daughter team, About Education 
Empowers Inc. provides year-round 
hands-on STEM programs in robot-
ics, drones, AI, coding and sustain-
ability for K–12 youth. It focuses on 
empowering Arizona communities 
through education and STEAM ca-
reer exploration.

For information or to subscribe to 
its newsletter, subscribe via its web-
site at http://www.educationem-
powers.org or email contact@educa-
tionempowers.org

Robotics
• From page 24
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THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Peoria • March 26, 2026 • Westbrook Village
Sun City West • April 22, 2026 • SCW Foundation

Sun City • May 4, 2026 • Sundial Rec Center
Fountain Hills • July 7, 2026 • Fountain Hills Community Center

Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade
Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center 
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center 
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

Veteran Owned & Operated • Technicians: Steve, Casey & Tanner

WE OFFER 
MILITARY 

DISCOUNTS

www.stevedickac.com

• New Construction, Mobile Homes, Park Models • Compressor Change-Outs 
• Heat Pumps • Gas Furnaces • Ductless Mini Splits

STEVE DICKSTEVE DICK
A/C & HEATINGA/C & HEATING

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

SAME

DAY

SERVICE

Since 
1985

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Cell (602) 526-0242

AJ’s Finest Guitar Shop!
Servicing the East Valley and beyond with new 

& used guitars, amps, lessons, accessories, 
repairs, refurbishments, and customizati ons.

Visit us online, call or stop by today!

Lost Dutchman Music & Supersti ti on
Strings combine to make

www.lostdutchmanmusic.com | (602) 619-8703
1000 West Apache Trail (#125)  | Apache Juncti on, AZ 85120

(North/back side of Thunderbird Plaza)

DEVELOPMENT

The affordable housing rental community — with rents $1,262 for a one-bedroom unit to $1,950 for a 
four-bedroom unit including utilities — was to use the Section 42 low-income housing tax credit pro-
gram, which allows developers to offer affordable housing to residents earning up to 60% of the area’s 
median income. (City of Apache Junction)

Council rejects 3-story 
multifamily rental  
community permit

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Apache Junction City Coun-
cil voted to deny a conditional-use 
permit for a 300-unit, three-story 
multifamily residential rental devel-
opment near the southeast corner of 
Idaho Road and the Scenic Street 
alignment.

The affordable housing rental 
community — with rents $1,262 for 
a one-bedroom unit to $1,950 for a 
four-bedroom unit including utili-
ties — would have used Section 42 

low-income housing tax credit pro-
gram, which allows developers to 
offer affordable housing to residents 
earning up to 60% of the area’s me-
dian income.

The development proposed 
14 three-story buildings with 48 
one-bedroom, one-bath units; 132 
two-bedroom, two-bath units; 84 
three-bedroom, two-bath units; and 
36 four-bedroom, two-bath units. 
Parking was to include 370 surface 
spaces and 300 covered parking stalls.

• See 300 Units on page 27



Quality Healthcare, Close to Home  
Putting Patients First

Now Accepting 
New Patients!

(480) 444-1160Dr. Jason Heavens, M.D.Dr. Jason Heavens, M.D.

Heavens Urgent Care
8am-8pm Monday to Friday8am-8pm Monday to Friday

8am-4pm Saturday and Sunday8am-4pm Saturday and Sunday
7 days a week for all your urgent care needs!

95 S. Idaho Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119
Beside Fry’s Marketplace in Apache Junction     www.heavensurgentcare.com

 Access our Online 
Urgent Care here

 Access our Online 
Urgent Care here

JAMES TIRE
480-982-7422

Up to 5 quarts. Must 
present coupon at 
time of service

$3695
Plus Tax

LARGE SELECTION OF TIRES IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

1755 W. Apache Tr. • Apache Junction
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR BY CERTIFIED AUTO TECHNICIANS

WE CAN HELP WITH ALL OF YOURWE CAN HELP WITH ALL OF YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR NEEDSAUTOMOTIVE REPAIR NEEDS

The 13-acre property is zoned 
city center or B-3 and is in the gener-
al plan’s downtown mixed-use area, 
both of which allow multifamily uses.

A multifamily use in B-3 requires 
a conditional-use permit, Develop-
ment Services Director Rudy Es-
quivias said during the council’s Feb. 
4 meeting.

“The B-3 zoning is appropriate for 
the downtown mixed-use (area) but 
within the specifics of the B-3 zon-
ing a lot of uses are allowed outright. 
Some of the ... uses that perhaps 
should be carefully planned, more 
carefully thought out, those require 
a conditional use permit. This type 
of multifamily project is one of those 
land uses that falls under the CUP 
category whereas many, many, many 
other uses would be allowed outright 
including retail and offices and hos-
pitals and shops and restaurants and 
things like that,” he said.   

The permit request by Roers Cos. 
was denied in a 5-2 vote Feb. 3. Dis-
senting were council members Peter 
Heck and Tess Nesser.

Councilmember Bambi Johnson 
made the motion to deny the permit.

“I do not believe there is an ade-
quacy of roadway off-street parking, 
public facilities and services to ac-
commodate the proposed use at this 
time,” she said.

Following the vote, Wilson said 
the city’s general plan needs to be 
modified.

“I think we need to look at the 
general plan ... and possibly go back 
to the voters as to what they want in 
this area,” he said.

Public comment
Three people spoke in favor of 

apartments and 15 spoke against the 
development over 50 minutes of pub-
lic comment at the council meeting.

“Roers (Cos.) project will attract 
more young people and young fam-
ilies to downtown AJ. As they move 
up in their career, their salaries may 
get too high for Roers ...  and they 
will move to a permanent home or 
rent one of the other communities in 
downtown,” said Karl Huish, manag-
ing director for Bela Flor Enterprises 
LLC. “I expect that many of the res-
idents at Roers will eventually rent at 
my Bella Norte or Skyline project as 
their family grows and their house-
hold income exceed that which is 
permitted under the HUD rules.”  

Donna Car of Apache Junction 
said she was opposed to the develop-
ment.

“For one, the traffic is going to be 
a problem,” she said. “I don’t think 
any apartment belongs in that area 
because it would make that area too 
congested... I think it would be bet-
ter used to put restaurants or gift 
shops — something like that in there 
— that will catch the tourists as they 
are coming and they are going, or for 
people to stop to be able to have a 
bite to eat coming back from Canyon 
Lake.”  

David Day of Apache Junction 
said there is no infrastructure in the 
area to support the development.

“I’m opposed basically on the 
grounds there is no infrastructure. 
Are you going to come to us in six 
months after you build this and say 
‘Hey, we have to raise your taxes 
because we need a new ladder truck 
because we have these three-story 
apartment complexes or we need a 
new fire station or we need more po-
lice or we need more roads.’ Fix your 
infrastructure before you build your 
city,” he said.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them 
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 

long as they meet our Civility Guidelines, https://
www.yourvalley.net/civility-checklist/.

300 Units
• From page 26
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10104 E. APACHE TRAIL  APACHE JUNCTION 
448800--338800--33221111  

WE SELL   CARPET- TILE - LAMINATE - WOOD - VINYL 
WE CLEAN   CARPET - TILE - GROUT - UPHOLSTERY 
WE DO   FLOOR REPAIR AND MORE 

INCLUDES:  Pre-treatment, spot treatment, no-residue 
rinse, rake & deodorizer as needed, truck mount hot water 

extraction 

*DISCOUNT OFF MINIMUM JOB OF $120.00 

448800--338800--33221111  
*DISCOUNT OFF MINUNUM JOB OF 235 S/F 

IICRC CERTIFIED 
ROC #201105 

448800--338800--33221111  

100% EVERY INCH GUARANTEE!! 

INCLUDES: Pre-treatment, spot treatment, no-residue rinse, 
rake & deodorizer as needed, truck mount hot water extraction 

480-380-3211480-380-3211  
*DISCOUNT OFF MINIMUM JOB OF $120.00

480-380-3211480-380-3211  
*DISCOUNT OFF MINIMUM JOB OF 235 S/F

$20.00 OFF CARPET CLEANING!!**$20.00 OFF CARPET CLEANING!!** $35.00 OFF TILE AND GROUT CLEANING!!**$35.00 OFF TILE AND GROUT CLEANING!!**
100% EVERY INCH GUARANTEE!!

“YOUR FLOORING PROFESSIONALS”“YOUR FLOORING PROFESSIONALS”
WE SELL   CARPET- TILE - LAMINATE - WOOD - VINYL 
WE CLEAN   CARPET - TILE - GROUT - UPHOLSTERY 
WE DO   FLOOR REPAIR AND MORE 

ROC #201105 
IICRC CERTIFIED

10104 E. APACHE TRAIL APACHE JUNCTION
480-380-3211480-380-3211

Urban Chic Salon Suite
Indulge in an hour of pure bliss with a Japanese Head Massage. 

Experience the harmony of aromatherapy, rejuvenating scalp 
scrubs, micro-steam, and soothing light therapy.

Elevate your senses with a tailored one-hour session and Elevate your senses with a tailored one-hour session and 
transform your well-being. Book your escape today.transform your well-being. Book your escape today.

1 hour session $90.00 Japanese Head Spa
$20.00 off full highlights

$25.00 women’s cuts

Cannot combine offers

Urban Chic Salon Suite
1153 W 12th Ave, Apache Junction, Az 85120

By appointment only | Hours Monday - Friday 9:00-5:00
480-401-8351

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Sherry Coker selected 
Honorary Dutchman

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Sherry Coker, who is the chairman 
of the Lost Dutchman Days Commit-
tee and is vice president of the Super-
stition Mountain Promotional Corp., 
was recently selected as this year’s 
Honorary Dutchman, an award that 
is given to longtime volunteers.

SMPC along with volunteers from 
the Apache Junction Mounted Rang-
ers, a peacekeeping organization, put 
on the Lost Dutchman Days rodeo, 
which this year is Feb. 27-March 1. 
Funds raised from the rodeo are given 
to children’s charities.

Coker is very involved in the lo-
cal community including as a volun-
teer with the Apache Junction High 
School Booster Club, Apache Junc-
tion Elks Lodge No. 2349 and the 
Goldfield Ghost Riders. 

Name: Sherry Coker
Age: 64
Occupation: Construction man-

ager
Hometown: Weskan, Kansas
Family: I have been married to 

Dave Coker for 38 years. We have 
six children — three young men 
and three young women. They have 
blessed us with 21 grandkids.

When and why I moved here: 
We moved here 25 years ago for a 
general manager position that I was 
offered with a company that I was 
employed with at the time.

How long have you been a mem-
ber of the Superstition Mountain 
Promotional Corp. and what do 
you do there?: I have been a member 
for 16 years and hold the position of 
vice president.

What do you do for the Lost 
Dutchman Days Committee? I 
am the chairman of Lost Dutchman 
Days. It is my responsibility to orga-
nize the event and try my darnedest 
to have it run smoothly and go on 
without a hitch.

Were you surprised to be named 
this year’s Honorary Dutchman 
and why?: I was very surprised! I 
would not have guessed in a million 
years, that I would even be consid-
ered. There are so many in our com-
munity that are deserving of the title 
of Honorary Dutchman. I am very 
blessed and honored to be the 2026 

Sherry Coker was recently selected as this year’s 
Honorary Dutchman, an award that is given to 
longtime Lost Dutchman Days volunteers. (Sher-
ry Coker)

• See Neighbor on page 30



Blue Lips & Nails Cold or Clammy Skin Tiny PupilsNot Responding
Doesn’t move and can’t be woken

Slow or Not Breathing
A breath every 5 seconds is normal.

Making Sounds
Choking, gurgling sounds or snoring

If Someone is Overdosing...
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

6.

Call 911 immediately.
Check for responsiveness:
(Shake their shoulder or perform a sternal rub)

Are they breathing? If not, begin CPR.
Administer naloxone if available.
Place the person in the recovery position on their
side once they start breathing again.
If possible, stay with the person until emergency
assistance arrives.

Look Is their chest
rising & falling?

Listen for breathing sounds

Feel for a pulse

BE PREPARED
TO SAVE A LIFE

NaloxoneAZ.com

“Don’t be afraid to call
911 if you are some
place where drugs

are present.
YOU ARE PROTECTED”

The Arizona
Good Samaritan Law:

Protects you
so that neither

you, nor the overdose
victim, will be charged

for the possession
of substances if

you call 911
in case of

an overdose.

Signs of an overdose

This publication was made possible by grant number H79TI087838 from SAMHSA. 
The views, opinions and content of this publication are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the views, opinions, or policies of SAMHSA or HHS.

480-691-3532

480-691-3532
This publication was made possible by grant number H79T1083320 from SAMHSA. The views, opinions and content of this publication are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, or policies of SAMHSA or HHS.

NALOXONEAZ.COM

#CARRYNALOXONE

OVERDOSES
HAPPEN FROM
PRESCRIPTIONS, TOO.

This publication was made possible by grant number H79TI087838 from SAMHSA. The views, opinions and content of this publication are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, or policies of SAMHSA or HHS.

480-691-3532

Phoenix; Shawn Morse; Other 
Heavy And Civil Engineering Con-
struction (237990).

• Fortis Payment Systems LLC; 
Plano, Texas; Denise Kenyon; Fi-
nancial Transactions Processing, Re-
serve, And Clearinghouse Activities 
(522320).

• AJ’s Original Sandwich At The 
Meat Slicer dba John A. Martino; 
Apache Junction; John A Martino; 
Limited-Service Restaurants (From 
722211) (722513).

• Desert Chicas Jewelry; Good-
year; Olga Gerald; Jewelry Retailers 
(458310).

• Copa City Salsa LLC dba Copa 
City Salsa; Maricopa; Jamie Adam-
kiewicz; Fruit And Vegetable Can-
ning (311421).

• Healthy Choice Vending LLC 
dba Hack Shack Cookies & Cream-

ery; Gilbert; DJ Hackett; Baked 
Goods Retailers (445291).

• A Sub Above LLC; Manasquan, 
New Jersey; Jill Rooney; Lessors Of 
Nonfinancial Intangible Assets (Ex-
cept Copyrighted Works) (533110).

• Core States Construction Ser-
vices Inc.; Duluth, Georgia; Kris-
tin Maroney; Commercial And In-
stitutional Building Construction 
(236220).

• Estate 2052 S Idaho LLC; 
Apache Junction; William Tierney; 
Lessors Of Residential Buildings And 
Dwellings (531110).

• Estate 476 E Linda LLC; Apache 
Junction; William Tierney; Lessors 
Of Residential Buildings And Dwell-
ings (531110).

• Superior Massage dba Massage 
Therapy; Apache Junction; Angela 
Shaw; Other Personal Care Services 
(812199).

• Healthway Home Products Inc.; 
Pulaski, New York; Alex Batson; In-

dustrial And Commercial Fan And 
Blower And Air Purification Equip-
ment Manufacturing (333413).

• Phoenix Test And Balance LLC; 
Glendale; Wade Handley; Plumb-
ing, Heating, And Air-Conditioning 
Contractors (238220).

• Red Hat LLC; Raleigh, North 
Carolina; Kathy Weaver; Custom 
Computer Programming Services 
(541511).

• Krause Family Cellars dba Cin-
der; Garden City, Idaho; Melanie 
Krause; Wineries (312130).

• On The Rock Martial Arts; 
Apache Junction; Frank Charmoli; 
Sports And Recreation Instruction 
(611620).

• Harmonious Chiropractic; Mesa; 
Tiera Mcdermott; Offices Of Chiro-
practors (621310).

• Roar Hospitality dba Loom-
peeya; Fountain Hills; Ricky Ocam-
po; Mobile Food Services (722330).

• AZ Chop Shop LLC dba Sbuds; 

Mesa; Tyler Winters; Caterers 
(722320).

• Sunny Saguaro Studios LLC dba 
Superstition Ranch Tacos; Apache 
Junction; Emilio Armand.

• Golden Goose Retail USA LLC; 
New York, New York; Vincenzo Ro-
berto; Shoe Retailers (458210).

• Heritage AZ LLC dba Sewer 
Time Services; Cave Creek; Jes-
sica Endres; Plumbing, Heating, 
And Air-Conditioning Contractors 
(238220), Septic Tank And Related 
Services (562991).

• CW Design Builders LLC; Mesa; 
Christopher Shill; New Single-Fami-
ly Housing Construction (Except 
For-Sale Builders) (236115), Non-
residential Building Construction 
(236200).

• Simply Raw Honey Family LLC 
dba Simply Raw Honey; Sun City; 
Carly Faul; Other Grocery And Re-

• See Business on page 30

YourValley.net |  Apache Junction Independent |  March 2026  29  

Business
• From page 23



30  March 2026  |  Apache Junction Independent  |  YourValley.net 

DESERT RICHESDESERT RICHES
DiscoverSMLDM.ORG           4087 E. APACHE TRAIL, APACHE JUNCTION, AZ 85119           480.983.4888          STAMP MILL           TRAINS          GOLD PANNING

Oodles of Doodles
until Aug 2026

Cheers to Charro!
Mar 8

Magic of Mexican Artistry
Mar 21-22

Mountains & Mimosas
Mar 28

DESERT RICHES

Oodles of Doodles
until Aug 2026

Cheers to Charro!
Mar 8

Magic of Mexican Artistry
Mar 21-22

Mountains & Mimosas
Mar 28

ONLINE PUZZLES!
$1 for the first month with digital subscription

YourValley.net/puzzle

at YourValley.net
INDEPENDENT

DAILY

Neighbor
• From page 28

Business
• From page 29

lated Products Merchant Whole-
salers (424490), Gift, Novelty, And 
Souvenir Retailers (459420).

• Rolliamo Pizzeria & Bakehouse; 
Mesa; Robert Foote; Mobile Food 
Services (722330).

• David Polston dba Bluegrass 
Heaven; Tucson; David Polston; 
Musical Instrument And Supplies 
Retailers (459140).

• Miss Nature LLC dba Christo-
pher Hall; Tucson; Chris Hall; Inde-
pendent Artists, Writers, And Per-
formers (711510).

• Solar Tech Energy Systems Inc.; 
Phoenix; Giselle Leon; Electrical 
Contractors And Other Wiring In-
stallation Contractors (238210).

• Auntys Masala Corner LLC 
dba Auntys Masala Corner; Queen 
Creek; Cherryl Hodel; Mobile Food 
Services (722330).

• Blue Glass Design; Mesa; Leeann 
Samsel; Jewelry Retailers (458310).

• SDMG Signs LLC dba Sign 
Centers; Phoenix; Justin Miller; Sign 
Manufacturing (339950).

• Paragon AV dba Paragon AV 
LLC; Apache Junction; Travis Bar-
ney; Electrical Contractors And 
Other Wiring Installation Contrac-
tors (238210).

• Chocolate Bootlegger LLC dba 
Chocolate Moonshine Co.; Mesa; 
Steven W Schultz Jr; Confectionery 
And Nut Retailers (445292).

• Live C. E. & J. LLC; Queen 
Creek; Leopoldo Cabezas; Land-
scaping Services (561730).

• Pristine Barber Shop 4 LLC; 
Apache Junction; Catherine Walls; 
Barber Shops (812111).

• Angel Care Home Assisted Liv-
ing And Memory Care; Apache 
Junction; Ciara Warner; Assisted 
Living Facilities For The Elderly 
(623312)

• Saguaro And Trails LLC dba 
World’s Best Corndogs; Queen 
Creek; Luke Topol; Mobile Food 
Services (722330).

Honorary Dutchman.
What is something many people 

don’t know about you? For anyone 
that knows me, this will be a shock-
er…years ago, I sold Mary Kay and 
was good at it even if I don’t wear 
makeup. Another thing that you may 
not know is that I started driving a 
semi-truck pulling doubles for wheat 
harvest when I was 15 years old.

What originally brought you to 
the Valley? Like I mentioned above, 
I was offered a general manager posi-
tion with a company that I was em-
ployed with at the time.

How are you involved in the 
local community? I was an AJHS 
Booster Club member and treasur-
er for at least 13 years. I have been 
a member and officer of the Apache 

Junction Elks Lodge No. 2349 for 13 
years. I have been a member of the 
Goldfield Ghost Riders for 16 years 
and serve on the Board of Directors. 
I have been a member of Superstition 
Mountain Promotional Corp. for 16 
years and have held several positions 
over the years. In all of the clubs that 
I am involved with, our main focus is 
the youth in our community.

What drew you to your commu-
nity? The small town feel and horse 
community. I grew up on a ranch in 
Northwest Kansas and when I came 
to Apache Junction 25 years ago, it 
felt like home.

What do you most cherish from 
your childhood? Growing up on a 
ranch is something that I will always 
cherish. It was hard work and I’m 
sure a lot of complaints when I was 
young, but I wouldn’t change it for 
the world.
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Your  Home Town Your  Home Town 
Tire and  Service Center

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
480-982-8489

OPENOPEN
M-F 8am to 5:30pmM-F 8am to 5:30pm
Saturday 8am-2pmSaturday 8am-2pm

Closed SundayClosed Sunday

FREE 4 TIRE ROTATION AND SAFETY INSPECTION
Most cars, up to 5qts 5w30, 5w20 bulk oils, new oil fi lter, chassis lube. Reset 
TPMS not included. Plus $3 waste fees. (Canister oil fi lter - additional oil - 
larger vehicles - Foreign Euro vehicles - and special vehicles, extra charges 
will apply.) Must present Coupon printed or digitally. Expires 3-31-26

FREE 4 TIRE ROTATION AND SAFETY INSPECTION

$2999$2999

BASIC LUBE, OIL &
FILTER CHANGE

FREE 4 TIRE ROTATION AND SAFETY INSPECTION

$5499$ 99

SYNTHETIC LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER CHANGE

OR

2023

EAST VALLEY
FAVORITES

YourValley.net

Tire and  Service Tire and  Service Center
740 W Apache Trail • Apache Junction, AZ 85120740 W Apache Trail • Apache Junction, AZ 85120

 480-982-8489 480-982-8489
See Our New Specials at:See Our New Specials at: 

AJTIRESANDSERVICE.COMAJTIRESANDSERVICE.COM

Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A business will be paid $1,725 a 
ton up to $500,000 for the supply, 
delivery and application of asphalt 
emulsion for chip-sealing mainte-
nance of city of Apache Junction 
roads.

The Apache Junction City Coun-
cil on Feb. 17 voted unanimously 
to approve a consent agenda that 
included awarding a bid with C.R. 
Contracting LLC, which does busi-
ness as C.R. Contracting, with a one-
year contract with the option to re-
new up to five years with a maximum 
contract value of $500,000.

Chip seal is a preventive mainte-
nance surface treatment with a single 
application of asphalt emulsion fol-
lowed by a cover aggregate applied by 

a chip spreader. The surface is then 
rolled to seat the aggregate, accord-
ing to Pinal County Public Works at 

https://www.pinal.gov/1392/Pave-
ment-Preservation.

A bid opening was held Dec. 10. 

The bid proposals were reviewed for 
responsibility and responsiveness, 
proven technical ability/merit, fi-
nancial viability and pricing, Public 
Works Superintendent Andy Amado 
said in a written memo to the council. 

Bids were:
• C.R. Contracting, $1,725 a ton
• Cholla Pavement, $1,800 a ton
“Resulting one year contract after 

renewals could attain a maximum 
value of $500,000 over the five-year 
term. The city performs on average 
of $200,000 worth of chip seal main-
tenance a year,” Amado said in the 
memo.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
iniusa.org, or on X @rhdyer. Please submit 

comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them 
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 

long as they meet our Civility Guidelines, https://
www.yourvalley.net/civility-checklist/.

$500K road emulsion contract approved for city
ROADS

The Apache Junction City Council on Feb. 17 voted unanimously to approve a consent agenda that 
included awarding a bid with C.R. Contracting LLC, which does business as C.R. Contracting, with a 
one-year contract with the option to renew up to five years with a maximum contract value of $500,000. 
(Metro Creative)
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Building Materials

GRANITE GRANITE 
DELIVEREDDELIVERED

480-330-2256480-330-2256

Wyatt Works  
Trucking WHOLESALE

PRICING

Support Your Small Local Businesses

Plumbing Supplies
PLUMBING

Call 24/7  480-497-1110
https://www.goldcanyonplumbing.com/

Go Green
with

Gold Canyon
Plumbing

COPPERTOP PLUMBING DBA GOLD CANYON PLUMBING

HELP HAS ARRIVED!
LIC, Bonded, INS • ROC-269970-K37

WOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATEDWOMAN OWNED AND OPERATED

GOLD  CANYON 
PLUMBING

GOLD  CANYON 
PLUMBING

GOLD  CANYON 
PLUMBING

Automobiles
WANTED older cars
1940’s 50’s 60’s 70’s
80’s. Running or not.
Can tow non running car.
Please Call or Text me
what you have
480-375-8959 or email
oldcar@usa.com

AC/Heating

■ Emergency Priority Service
■ Free Estimates on NEW Units
■ $89 Service Fee (waived with repair)
■ Senior Discounts on Repairs
■ We Offer Financing

602-898-HOME (4663)

www.service1sthvac.com

Licensed / Bonded / Insured / ROC 354145

$149.95
Includes Condenser Coil Cleaning

with coupon.

Winter/Summer Check Up

H O M E  M A I N T E N A N C E

H VAC

Computers

Intellitech
IInn  HHoommee  

CCoommppuutteerr  SSeerrvviicceess  
Networking - Printers

And More!
Residential & Commercial

Serving : 
East Mesa And 

Surrounding Areas 
448800--771199--99005555

Education/Instruction

602.692.6350602.692.6350
divergentscholars@gmail.com

812 N Meridian Dr. 
Apache Junction, AZ  85120

Divergent ScholarsDivergent Scholars
AcademyAcademy

Private, K-8 School for 
Special Learning Needs

Electrical

LLCLLC

Steven HamiltonSteven Hamilton

Commercial & ResidentialCommercial & Residential
Licensed-Bonded-Insured- ROC#219009 C11Licensed-Bonded-Insured- ROC#219009 C11

New Construction or RemodelsNew Construction or Remodels
Custom Homes & AdditionsCustom Homes & Additions
Tenant ImprovementsTenant Improvements
Trouble Shooting & RepairsTrouble Shooting & Repairs
Service ChangesService Changes
EV Charger InstallsEV Charger Installs

FREE
ESTIMATES!

480-238-5495 shccellc@gmail.com

Custom Creations ElectricCustom Creations Electric

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $45
for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

Automobiles

Get a quick response to
any item you may be selling

with a classified ad.
Email us at: azads@iniusa.org

To advertise visit:
iniusa.org/classifieds

LOOK
NO FURTHER

623-972-6101
 SELL IT HERE

To place your ad.
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Electrical
FOR ALL OF YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

ROC - 133603

• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

IF ELECTRIC RUNS TO IT, 
WE CAN DO IT!

ELECTRIC

480-226-8850

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Handyman

PPaauull''ss  
HHoommee  SSeerrvviiccee

*Int. & Ext. Painting
* Carpentry 

* Roof Coating &
Repair

* Siding Repair 
And MORE! 

Free Estimates Insured
30 Years Experience

FFAAIIRR  RRAATTEESS!!
Local References 
448800--555533--88770088

Handyman

Reliable, Affordable, & 
Local! From Repairs to 
Installs...We Handle It All!

Fast, Friendly 
Service You 
Can Trust

480-232-7689 - Nick480-232-7689 - Nick

Call/Text 
NOW  

for an  
Estimate

DEPENDABLE & FULLY INSURED 480-628-4512

DDARWINARWIN H HOPKINSOPKINS
HANDYMAN LLC

REPAIR - REPLACE - INSTALL 
•  Water Heaters  •  Plumbing  •  Electrical  •  Ceiling Fans  •  Lighting

• Drywall Repair  •  Door Installation  •  & More

Health Care

AZ Whole Heart 
Connection, LLC 

Professional Mental Health Counseling.  

6641 S Kings Ranch Rd., Suite 1,  
Gold Canyon, AZ

(480) 371-5883  
connect@whctherapy.com

www.whctherapy.com

Home Improvement

HONEST 
ESTIMATES

QUALITY 
WORK 

GUARANTEED

We Provide These ServicesWe Provide These Services
• Built- in cabinetry and shelving• Built- in cabinetry and shelving
• Door installation and repair• Door installation and repair
• Custom woodworking• Custom woodworking
• Door and window trim• Door and window trim
• Crown molding• Crown molding
tewabuilds.com

480-332-2187  
info@tewabuilds.com

ROC# 341211ROC# 341211

Landscaping
Services:
 • Tree Trimming
 • Stump Grinding
 • Tree Removal
 • Wood Chipper
 • Tractor Work Available
 • Yard Maintenance
 • Yard Clean ups
 • Pavers

Jose R. Cortez  
Landscaping / Tree Trimming

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATESESTIMATES

 480-232-2095Please call
or text -

JOSE R CORTEZJOSE R CORTEZ
LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

Handyman

CALL PETECALL PETE
Your  Local  HandymanYour  Local  Handyman

480-280-4000480-280-4000

SPECIALIZING IN:   Roof Repair • Baths 
with Ceramic Showers • Laminate Flooring

Very REASONABLE RATES

Handyman Landscaping

FREE
ESTIMATES

D&D’sD&D’s
LANDSCAPING SERVICE

• Tree Trimming & Removal
• Complete Yard Clean Up

Licensed • Insured480-432-7050 • 480-306-3253480-432-7050 • 480-306-3253

Call Today for a  
Cleaner Tomorrow!

FAMILY TREE  FAMILY TREE  
TRIMMING LLCTRIMMING LLC

“It’s Not Just Tree 
Trimming, It’s FAMILY 

TREE TRIMMING”

familytreellc.landscape@gmail.com

We Trim or  
Remove Anything!
No Tree Too BIG 
or SMALL!

GOT a
TREE?

CALL ME!

Cody Graham 480-340-7907
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YourValley.net
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 FAVORITES
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Massage

FORWARD BOUND
MASSAGE THERAPY

Adam DeBrosse
fwdbound.abmp.com

949.209.7965

Landscaping

“WE MAKE MOVING EASY”“WE MAKE MOVING EASY”
LICENSED & INSURED, FRIENDLY MOVERSLICENSED & INSURED, FRIENDLY MOVERS

Office Office ((480480)) 474-0207 474-0207
Mobile Mobile ((480480)) 206-2757 206-2757

GarciaMovers.comGarciaMovers.com

Follow UsFollow Us

Looking for a stress-free, reliable
moving experience?

•Home & Apartment Moves

•Office & Business Relocations

•Packing & Unpacking Services

•Local & Long-Distance Moves

•Experienced & Reliable Team

Our team is dedicated to making your transition as 
smooth as possible, whether you’re relocating across 
town or heading to a new city. With expert movers, 
transparent pricing, and personalized service tailored 
to your needs, we treat your belongings like our own 
and handle every step with care. Let us take the 
weight off your shoulders-literally-and help you settle 
into your new space with confidence. 

Moving/Hauling

iniusa.org/classifieds
Independent Newsmedia

Call us for details
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds
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Painting
PAINTING

CRAIG ALLEN PAINTING
Exterior/Interior
Drywall Repairs
Epoxy Floors

Owner Operated
Licensed-Bonded-Insured-ROC #330199

480-221-7375

Free 
No Pressure
Estimate!

ALL MAJOR 
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CRAIG ALLEN PAINTINGCRAIG ALLEN PAINTING

480-221-7375480-221-7375
Plumbing

Locally Owned & Operated
Licensed-Bonded-Insured

• DRAIN CLEANING 
• WATER HEATERS
 AND SOFTENERS
• TOILETS   • FAUCETS
• GARBAGE DISPOSALS 
• AND MORE

24/7

PLUMBING

• GARBAGE DISPOSALS • GARBAGE DISPOSALS 

No Job 
too 

SMALL!

480-401-8334  480PlumbingAZ.com
Call Tom

 

 
  

  

2022
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WINNER
WEST VALLEY

FAVORITES

PLUMBING SERVICES

WE ARE A FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING COMPANY
SPECIALIZE IN WATER & SEWER LINE REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

• Drain & Sewer  • Water Leaks  • Hydro Jetting
• Camera Inspections  • And More

rescuemyplumbing.com
LOCALLY OWNED
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
ROC# 333354480.286.5372 

Remodeling

(480) 232-6017 studmanak47@aol.com

• Bath & Kitchen Remodel• Bath & Kitchen Remodel
• Painting •  Plumbing • Doors • Painting •  Plumbing • Doors 

• Dry Wall & Stucco Repair  • Dry Wall & Stucco Repair  
•  Cabinets • Electric  •  Cabinets • Electric  

• Roofing •  Handyman Service• Roofing •  Handyman Service
LOCAL RESIDENT • ROC #289321 and ROC #289320LOCAL RESIDENT • ROC #289321 and ROC #289320

Fast 24 hour response!
480-430-7737 Cell

AAAFinishers@live.com Email

Since 
1978

aaaActionContractingInc.com
LIC/BONDED/INSURED | Residential | Commercial | ROC#218802

Drywall & Stucco Repairs
Bath & Kitchen Remodels • Cabinets

Remodeling • Painting • Plumbing • Electrical
Doors & Windows  • Roofing • Tenant Improvements

Water & Fire Damage Restoration

Plumbing

Remodeling

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofing

Roofing

Weatherproof  LLCWeatherproof  LLC
((800800)) 230-5341   230-5341  ((480480)) 823-1138 823-1138

New Roofs-Roofing Repair New Roofs-Roofing Repair 
Shingle, Tile, Flat & Foam RoofsShingle, Tile, Flat & Foam Roofs
Turbine Vent ReplacementTurbine Vent Replacement
Exterior House PantingExterior House Panting

We Fix Roof Leaks!
ROC #317976 ROC #317977ROC #317976 ROC #317977

SeniorSenior
DiscountsDiscounts

Family OwnedFamily Owned
& Operated& Operated

Free Evaluation

Roofing

Roofi ng Specialist
No job too big or small

Senior discounts available

ROC # 305771
Licensed Bonded Insured

480-518-3246

ANGLER
CONSTRUCTION

  Catching Your Attention with Quality and Service
No job too big or small

Senior discounts available
ROC # 305771 

Licensed Bonded Insured

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE

FREE 
ESTIMATES

480-518-3246
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ROOFING

Transportation
TRANSPORTATION

Airport TransportationAirport Transportation

480-707-1393 480-707-1393 •• www.dartaz.com www.dartaz.com

Affordable
&

Dependable!

DESIGN A RIDE TRANSPORTATION
• • Direct Personal Ride

• • Door to Door Service on YOUR Schedule
• •  No Stops • •  No Waiting •• Insured

Call or go online to
place your ad today!

Make Room
for Change!
With the Classi�eds, you can clear
the clutter, earn extra cash and �nd
great deals on the things you really want! 623.972.6101

iniusa.org/classi	eds

 $20Rates
starting at
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Mesa, AZ — The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with 
prescription drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These drugs 
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are 
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause you to feel 
uncomfortable and have a variety of 

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy 
is a result of damage to the nerves often 
causing weakness, pain, numbness, 
tingling, and the most debilitating balance 
problems. This damage is commonly 
caused by a hands and feet which causes 
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to 
lack of nutrient flow.

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood 
vessels that surround the nerves become 
diseased they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to “die” 
they cause you to have balance problems, 
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and 
many additional symptoms. The main 
problem is that your doctor has told you 

to just live with the problem or try the drugs 
which you don’t like taking because they 
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now 
a facility  right here in Mesa that offers you 
hope without taking those endless drugs 
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity 
examination at the end of this article)
neuropathy three factors must be 
determined.

1)  What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been 
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve 
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for 
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition 
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen 
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow, 
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you 
back to health is our new $50,000.00 
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art 
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic 
unit to accurately determine the increase 
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to 
accurately determine the increase in small 
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system 
delivers energy to the affected area of your 
body at varying wavelengths, including 
both low-frequency and middle-frequency 
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated 
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM) 
signaling. During a treatment session, the 
Sanexas system automatically changes to 
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric 
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS 
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare 
restrictions apply) Depending on your 
coverage, your treatment could be little to 
no cost to you! 

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 
determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have 
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage 
there is hope! 

Mesa, AZ — The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with 
prescription drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These drugs 
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are 
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause you to 
feel uncomfortable and have a variety of 

Chronic pain and/or peripheral 
neuropathy is a result of damage to 
the nerves often causing weakness, 
pain, numbness, tingling, and the 
most debilitating balance problems. 
This damage is commonly caused by a 

hands and feet which causes the nerves 
to begin to degenerate due to lack of 

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood 
vessels that surround the nerves become 
diseased they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to 
“die” they cause you to have balance 
problems, pain, numbness, tingling, 
burning, and many additional symptoms.

The main problem is that your doctor 
has told you to just live with the 
problem or try the drugs which you 
don’t like taking because they make 
you feel uncomfortable. There is now 

you hope without taking those endless 

(See the special neuropathy severity 
examination at the end of this article)

neuropathy three factors must be 
determined.

1) What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been 
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% 
nerve loss, there is likely nothing that we 
can do for you.

3) How much treatment will your 
condition require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen 
Medical has three main goals.

nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

back to health is our new $50,000.00 
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art 
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic 
unit to accurately determine the increase 

to accurately determine the increase in 

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system 

of your body at varying wavelengths, 
including both low-frequency and 
middle-frequency signals. It also 
uses amplitude modulated (AM) and 
frequency modulated (FM) signaling. 
During a treatment session, the 
Sanexas system automatically changes 
to simultaneously deliver AM and FM 
electric cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS 
IS COVERED BY MEDICARE AND MOST 
INSURANCE! Depending on your 
coverage, your treatment could be little 
to no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 

determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you 
have not sustained at least 95% nerve 
damage there is hope!

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a 

neuropathy.

this chronic pain and neuropathy 
severity examination from now 
until March 31, 2023.  Call 480-
274-3157 to make an appointment 
to determine if your chronic pain 
and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

are limiting this FREE consultation 

HAVE TO SUFFER ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL 
Call 480-274-3157 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call 
goes to our voicemail, please leave a 
message and we will get back to you 
asap.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

Fig. 2

480-274-3157
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

480-796-1136
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/ 
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed 
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this 
chronic pain and neuropathy severity 
examination from now until April 30, 
2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an 
appointment to determine if your chronic 
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are 
limiting this FREE consultation to the first 
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER 
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes 
to our voicemail, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you asap.
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H O M E  F U R N I S H I N G S & I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N&

Showcasing the most irresistible  
home furnishings available.

24 MONTHS
NO INTEREST

if paid in full 
within 24 months

24
MONTHS
NO INTEREST
FINANCING
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