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Council sends
general plan,
home-rule
renewal to voters

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Chandler City Council has
added two expected items to upcom-
ing elections for voters to approve.

Council voted unanimously the
week of Feb. 23 to add the items.
Voter approval of the city’s next 10-
year general plan to the July 21 pri-
mary ballot, while voters will have
the chance to add another four years
to the city’s home-rule option status
by approving it in the Nov. 3 general
election.

Council started the week with a
work session Feb. 23 to discuss what’s
been titled “Chandler 2026 General
Plan: Evolving the Chandler Way.”
That’s the working title of the city’s
10-year general plan, which residents
and committees have had a hand in
updating, helping to guide future de-
velopment.

The last Chandler General Plan
was adopted in April 2016 and was
ratified by voters with 85.8% in favor
in the Aug. 30, 2016 primary.

® See Renewal on page 18
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E-bikes, e-nough?

Residents, others debate which
level of government should
regulate e-bikes

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

hen Brook Beal stepped to the podium Feb.
w 26 to talk about e-bikes and other motorized

vehicles using canal paths, he spoke on the
same topic he’s brought to the Chandler City Coun-
cil many times over the past year and a half.

In June of last year, Beal was granted scheduled
time before council, calling for more Chandler Po-
lice patrols along SRP canals. Council member
Christine Ellis, after calling police leadership, asked
police if it was their conclusion the canal trails are
safe, with the response being “Yes.”

Beal has been waging a sort of one-person battle
to get motorized bikes off of SRP canal trails, insist-
ing the risk of injury to riders and other trail users is
high. He has spoken regularly on the subject since
late 2024 at Council meetings and work sessions,
pointing out last November that it was a month
when, by his telling, a violent incident occurred in-

® See E-Bikes on page 12

Chandler Police Sgt. Jacob Grass displays the unit’s e-bike in the
summer of 2025. E-bikes have gained popularity for both govern-
ment and private use. Recent pushes for cities and states to update
regulations for training or use or to patrol places like canal trails
haven’t led to wholesale legislative changes yet. (Courtesy of Chan-
dler Police Department)

YC¥T "ON Hwlsd
euozuy ‘xiusoyd
aivd
39YVISO0d SN
dlS 14Syd

lawoisn [e1sod
INAd3ISSMEO3




2 March 2026 | Chandler Independent | YourValley.net

TRADE OR SELL US YOUR VEHICLE — WE MAKE IT EASY!

1150 N. 54th St, Chandler
480-735-0399 « FreewayChevy.com SCANFOR

2026 Silverado LD: 1.9% APR for 36 months for well-qualified buyers when financed w/GM Financial. Monthly payment is $28 60 for every $1000 you finance. Average down payment is 18%. Some sPEcIAL
customers will not qualify. $1,000 dealer bonus cash on selact 2026 Silverado LD trucks. Restrictions may apply. Ses dealar for details. To qualify for the GM Limited-Time Spagial, you must: (1) be

a current Gostco Member by March 2, 2026; (2) register with Costgo Auto Program online or through its call center by April 30, 2026, to receive a certificate with your unigue promotion code; (3)

present your certificate and unigue promotion code to any Chevrolet dealer at time of visit; (4) take delivery between March 3, 2026, and April 30, 2026, of a new 2025, 2026 Chevralet Silverado oFFERs
1500(LD), Silverado 2500/3500(HD), Silverado EV or Colorado to receive a $1,000 Non-Executive Costco member-only incentive or $1,250 Exscutive Costco member-only incentive. Incentive will

be applied at time of eligible purchase or lease and is compatible with current aligible manufacturer incentives for which you qualify. Incentive is subject to change due to vehicla inventory

availability. Visit CostcoAuto.com/GM for full details. Costeo and its affiliates do not sell automobiles or negotiate individual transactions. Take new retail delivery by 3/31/26.



Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

New Patient Special

$9 9 Exam, X-Rays &
Regular Cleaning

New Patients Only.Not for periodontal cleaning.
Some restrictions may apply. Exp. 4/15/2026

Implant-Supported Dentures
Includes 2 implants, attachments & dentures

$5,999 Each

Cash price * Reg. $10,000
With this coupon. Some restrictions may apply.
Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.

FULL DENTURES

Starts at $ 7 9 9 Each

Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.
Some restrictions may apply

All On 4 Fixed Teeth
$295 jye

With All On Four Implant System
Call For A Free Consultation
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Help fight Alzheimer’s
and dementia:

For your parents, for yourself and for your neighbors.

Researchers are in need of participants who
are over the age of 50 and have not been
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s or dementia.

Aresearchregistry is alist of individuals who agree to be
contacted for potential participation in Alzheimer's and
dementia studies, with the goal of including a diverse
group of healthy people.

ALZHEIMER'S
PREVENTION
REGISTRY

signup?

The Alzheimer’s Prevention Registry is a program led by Banner Alzheimer's Institute



4 March 2026 | Chandler Independent | YourValley.net

onvourvaevier  Chandler council ponders written
annual evaluations of officials

Chandler Cultural Foundation
has a new board member

The Chandler Cultural Foundation
has named Timothy Russell, Ph.D.,
to its Board of Directors
following his appoint-
ment by Chandler May-
or Kevin Hartke and
approval by the board.
Russell’s experience is as
a professor of music and
director of orchestras at
Arizona State Universi-
ty, a planned book on mindful mu-
sic-making, almost 20 years conduct-
ing Ballet Arizona’s collaborations
with The Phoenix Symphony and two
Grammy nominations. Read more at
tinyurl.com/9wj698uw

Timothy Russell

Municipal Airport offering

guided tours

The city of Chandler is offering the
community free guided tours of Chan-
dler Municipal Airport. Tours are of-
fered one day each month, with three
tour times available: 10:30-11:30
a.m., noon—1 p.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m.
Upcoming tour dates include Mon-
day, March 23, Friday, April 24 and
Monday, May 18.

Read more at tinyurl.com/2s3k-
dxe7

City HR director has interim
tag removed

Chandler City Manager John
Pombier has announced the selection
of Kristin Maier as Human Resources
Director, bringing 26 years of human
resources experience to the position.
Maier has worked for the city since
2019, and has served as the city’s
acting human resources director since
September of last year. Read more at
tinyurl.com/mvmc7jfw

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Chandler City Council is
discussing a new way to evaluate the
four employees directly hired by the
council.

Kristin Maier, Chandler’s Human
Resources acting director, outlined
possible elements of a new annu-
al evaluation process for the city’s
manager, attorney, city clerk and
magistrate — the only four positions
council appoints directly — during a
Jan. 22 work session.

Driven publicly by Councilmem-
ber O.D. Harris, starting last year
around the time of his public criti-
cism of now-former City Manager
Josh Wright, the process would allow
council to use forms it helps design to
more formally evaluate the four ap-
pointed city officer positions.

All seven council members would
write out their annual evaluations in-
dividually of each of the four officers.
Maier presented two options: A sin-
gle form for all four, versus different
forms tailored to each position.

The 40-minute work session end-
ed with Mayor Kevin Hartke saying

Chandler City Council member Christine Ellis speaks during a recent meeting. Council asked staff to
put together data and ideas around a formal written annual evaluation process for its four appointed
officials for a Jan. 22 work session; staff will return to Council at an upcoming work session with
modified proposals. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

there was a consensus to have Maier
return for a future work session after
her department crafts some changes
into the options, though the mayor
said he doesn’t want to move for-
ward with either plan,.

Harris said he believes the city’s
mantra of making pay for the four
positions and directors needs to be
rethought. Rather than look at state
and Valley averages and what simi-

Chandler City Council member Matt Orlando
speaks at a recent meeting. Council voted,
5-2 on Feb. 26 to approve a new citywide fee
schedule for three departments that were to
go into effect March 2. (Jason W. Brooks/In-
dependent Newsmedia)

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

lar-size municipalities are paying,
Harris said he wants to see a more
merit-based system for determining
raises for Chandler appointed offi-
cials.

“I think our system needs im-
provement,” Harris said. “I would
like to see a simple form with a series
of the same question: Did the official

® See Evaluations on page 9

Council OKs new citywide
fee schedule

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A lengthy discussion led up to the
Chandler City Council’s most recent
approval of citywide fee increases.

And, just as when Council ap-
proved a similar sweeping fee increase
a little more than a year ago, it wasn’t
a unanimous vote.

Council approved a public works

fee schedule with some increases in
it unanimously at its Feb. 26 meet-
ing. But since community services,
police and cultural development de-
partment fees were voted upon as a
separate motion, that only passed by
a 5-2 margin.

Mayor Kevin Hartke and Council

® Sece Fee Schedule on page 9
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Affiliated physician

MDVIP
Get The Primary Care

You Deserve.

MDVIP Wellness Program
Expert comprehensive screenings and tests
and a custom wellness plan designed for you.

Better Health Outcomes
Members have better control of chronic
conditions like type 2 diabetes, high
cholesterol and hypertension. Dr. Heavens has
extensive training in care of menopause and
hormone replacement therapy for women
and men, he is also a certified Biote provider.

Available After Hours
The doctor is available by phone and
after-hours and on weekends.

Better Doctor- Patient Relationship E
97% of MDVIP members are satisfied with DAHeavens]is}
their relationship (vs 58% in traditional PCP) m@WI})&ﬁﬂ@ﬁf@
www.heavensmedical.com Gt St oy

Located at 4450 South Rural Road Suite A210 Tempe.

G234 27s4 8]

Edward Jones Member SIPC

Unhappy with
your tax bill?

Learn about investment
strategies that could
potentially lower next year’s
tax bill. Talk to a financial
advisor today to learn how.

Chris Rodriguez, WMCP®
Financial Advisor

4880 S. Gilbert Road, Suite 1
Chandler, AZ 85249

480-883-2015 .
edwardjones.com

EFA-21217-A-E-AD EXP 30 NOV 2027 © 2026 AECSPAD

guaranteed bathroom remodelling
solutions across the Phoenix area.

[YAER

Shower remodels « Tub-to-shower conversions

Walk-in tubs « Roll-in showers

()

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

480-629-5525

homeconceptscustomremodeling.com
Licensed, Bonded & Insured « ROC #295792

We'll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!
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Senior Expo draws crowd to Sun Lakes

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Seniors and families from sever-
al East Valley communities came to
Sun Lakes Country Club on Feb. 24
for Independent Newsmedia’s Se-
nior Expo.

The free event included a vari-
ety of businesses with information
on health care and wellness, home
improvement, financial services, in-
surance, retirement living and other
helpful products and services, with a
vendor booked for nearly every spot.

Mike Pickard of Accurate Air
Conditioning said he enjoys attend-
ing events on this type.

“We’ve been around a while as a
business, but it’s great to get in front
of more people,” Pickard said. “One
benefit is we get people thinking
preventively about air-conditioner
maintenance.”

In the weeks and months ahead,
INT’s Senior Expos shift to the West
Valley. The Peoria event is March
26, followed by one in Sun City West
on April 22 and in Sun City on May
4.

Above, Mike Pickard, left, of Accurate Air Conditioning, visits at the Desert Financial Credit Union
table Feb. 24 during Independent Newsmedia’s Senior Expo at the Sun Lakes Country Club. Visitors
learned about dozens of products and services that appeal to seniors. Below left are Carol Royse and
her daughter Vikki Royse Middlebrook. Below, Pattie Poe, left, and Stephen Phair of Edward Jones
speak with a visitor. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

State women’s group annual leader is from Chandler

The International Women’s Forum Arizona has announced its 2026 board of directors. In front, from
the left, are Adelaida Severson, JoAnn Holland and Hershey Khan. Holland and Khan have Chandler
ties. In back are Shannon Clancy, Mary Mitchell, Lisa Hartsock, Carey Chambers, Heather Rausch,
Mindy Weinstein, Lauren Chazal and Vanecia Kerr. (Courtesy of Market Mind Shift)

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The International Women’s Fo-
rum Arizona has announced its 2026
board of directors — and this year’s
chair is from Chandler.

The nonprofit is a group of local
professionals committed to helping
unite a global community of women
leaders and elevate women’s leader-
ship in the present and future.

JoAnn Holland, who represents
three Valley groups in the forum,
is from Chandler. She is this year’s
chair of the board of directors.

The board members hold a one-
year term, concluding on Dec. 31.

One of the “communications co-
chairs” who’s on the board, Hershey
Khan, represents Ignite Al

IWF Arizona will launch a new
initiative this fall called “Leadership
Fellows Program: Women Opening
Doors to Women.” That’s designed
to cultivate the next generation of
women leaders through training,
mentorship and networking.

Learn more about International
Women’s Forum Arizona at iwfaz.
org.
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BUSINESS MOVES

W. WARNER RD.

S. PRIESTDR
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

NOW OPEN

€ Yo Pauly’s opened a second loca-
tion Feb. 7 to complement its Scott-
sdale store. The pizza shop opened

its location in west Chandler at 4040
W. Ray Road, No. 13, at McClintock
Drive. Pies, slices, pasta, sandwiches,
Stromboli, calzones and wings and
garlic knots are all available. Learn
more at yopaulysnypc.com or by call-
ing 480-867-1000.

@ Ryan’s Pet Supplies is a distri-
bution service for animals and animal
professionals that has moved from a
central Phoenix location to an indus-
trial complex at 2650 S. Gilbert Road,
Suite 1-1, between Germann and
Queen Creek roads. The showroom is
open Mondays through Fridays, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and the main phone
line, 1-800-525-7387, takes calls
weekdays from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Learn more or order supplies online at
ryanspet.com.

@) Thiru Kuppusamy has opened
on the southeast corner of Alma
School and Chandler Heights in south
Chandler. It’s the sixth U.S. location
for a chain of South Indian cuisine
places that got its start in India more
than 60 years ago. There are several
chicken, mutton and vegetarian main
dishes, including paneers, curries,
masala and Madurai. The hours are
geared toward lunch and dinner every
day except Tuesdays. Learn more at
thirukuppusamy.com or on Instagram:
@ tku_chandleraz

NEW HIRES

@ Baird, an international wealth
management, asset management,
investment banking/capital markets
and private equity firm, announced
that The Cowans Mitchell Group has
joined the firm at a new office opening
in Chandler, located at 3100 W. Ray
Road. The Cowans Mitchell Group
joins Baird from Edelman Financial
Engines and includes Jason Cowans,
who joins as director and financial ad-

visor; Wilson Mitchell, who joins
as vice president and financial
advisor and Carmen Vander Wal,
who joins as client assistant.

AWARD

@ Sheraton Grand at Wild
Horse Pass recently earned
national recognition from Forbes
Travel Guide The publication,
which uses a global rating system
for luxury hotels, restaurants, spas
and cruise ships, has announced
the 2026 Star Awards. KAI, the
Native American-influenced
fine-dining restaurant at Sheraton
Grand, was recognized among
just 82 Forbes Travel Guide Five-
Star restaurants worldwide. Aji
Spa was also honored with the
Forbes Five-Star Award for the
seventh time.

COMING SOON

@ The AJ is set to be opened

in downtown Chandler later this
year by Greenwood Brewing,
which is a local woman-owned
craft brewery with a location in
downtown Phoenix. The AJ will
be part of a park-adjacent mixed-
use destination at 55 N. Arizona
Place, located on the east side

of Arizona Avenue, just north of
Commonwealth Avenue and Dr.
A.J. Chandler Park. Founded by
Megan Greenwood, Greenwood
Brewing has grown from a garage
home brewing passion project in a
few years. The Chandler taproom
will be part of a new space that
will feature Greenwood’s signa-
ture indoor-outdoor design, a cu-
rated beer and wine program and
light food designed for enjoying in
nearby parks. Renderings are to
be released soon.

YO PAULY’S

RYAN'’S PET SUPPLIES

THIRU KUPPUSAMY

BAIRD

SHERATON GRAND



Evaluations
¢ From page 4

hit each goal we set out for them —

yes or no. If no, the narrative part
can be used for comments. And then
we meet (as a council) and vote on
whether they met goals, and tell
them, collectively, here’s how we
voted.”

Harris said regarding court rul-
ings around executive-session pa-
perwork, “We might have to re-lit-
igate that,” saying he believes the
four officers are employees the same
as any others in the city.

Harris and Councilmember Jane
Poston acknowledged any written
evaluation — especially criticism
— should be written out clearly,
thoughtfully and constructively.

- Councilmember Christine El-
lis said she believes it would be a
lot of typing for her and the may-
or and other council members, but
having the four officers conducting

self-evaluations doesn’t sound like a
way to go, either.

“Will they be self-writing these
evaluations, or will all seven council
members write on all four officers?”
Ellis said. “Because I'm telling you,
(self-writing) is not gonna happen
with me.”

Councilmember Angel Encinas
said he believes a written narrative
evaluation could be a useful tool in
what’s likely to remain a structured,
formal annual evaluation process.

Councilmember Jennifer Hawkins
said she believes a written component
would be helpful — especially if pri-
orities change from year to year and
one of the officers has been instructed
to follow a different direction.

Hartke said he’s concerned such
written evaluations could be “re-
cord-search material.”

City Attorney Kelly Schwab said
the city of Scottsdale lost a court case
decades ago in which written evalua-
tions of officers were created only for
use in executive sessions, with a judge
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ruling those evaluations are public re-
cords.

The city’s current annual evalu-
ations of its four council-appointed
officers have, for years, been held in
executive sessions with no public re-
cords available on those verbal dis-
cussions.

Council also meet quarterly with
all four officers to go over goals. Coun-
cil members meet with City Manager
John Pombier every two weeks, one-
on-one, to go over an array of current
and ongoing events; Mayor Hartke
and Pombier meet weekly.

Poston said there could be seven
completely different opinions writ-
ten about each of the four officers.
But she said it would be good if the
way each council member is interact-
ing with the four officers, especially
around goal completion, should be
uniform.

Councilmember Matt Orlando
said a numeric, rating-based system
was used by the city for officers for
about a seven-year period in the early

2000s. He said he would be in favor
of a return to some typed of evalua-
tions.

Maier and Pombier both said the
city, as well as throughout govern-
ment and much of the private sec-
tor, is moving away from any sort of
numbers-based rating or ranking in
employee evaluations, as an industry
best practice.

Pombier said the city of Mesa,
where he spent much of his career,
had regular one-on-one meetings in-
volving the four officers meant to be
“frank and goal-focused,” but those
weren’t documented.

A supplement to Maier’s presen-
tation shows that among comparable
Valley municipalities, only Gilbert —
with its “360-degree evaluation by di-
rect reports” — along with the formal
evaluation forms used in Goodyear,
Tempe and Peoria are exceptions to
the verbal-executive feedback meth-
od used by many Valley cities.

Fee Schedule
¢ From page 4

member Christine Ellis voted against
the motion, which will make no
changes to city resident fees, where
applicable.

All four categories of new fees go
into effect March 2.

“I've been out at soccer fields re-
cently, and I was asked about the sta-

tus of this, as the fields are getting beat
up by the amount of play,” Hartke
said. “I don’t see this as taxes. We’re
just asking people to pay for services,
and they can opt in, or opt out.”

Ellis said city residents have been
educated on how the cost of every-
thing from staffing to facility main-
tenance to new services and features
have all risen.

“We’ve been working on this,” she

said. “We understand that this is in-
flation time and everybody has to pay
a little more.”

Budget Director Matt Dunbar,
whose presentation kicked off the
discussion, included and described a
slide that defines taxes versus fees in
more than 10 different ways.

In a December 2024 vote, post-
poned for a month after a lengthy
November discussion led by Council

member O.D. Harris about resident
versus non-resident fees, Council ap-
proved a 2025 fee schedule by a 5-2
vote then, too.

Harris and then-Council member
Mark Stewart, who frequently used a
colloquial, personal definition of fees
as taxes in meetings, were the two
“no” votes on that December 2024
proposal that went into effect in early
2025.

Addie Holzmann
18 reviews

Highline takes great care of our vehicles! Have taken
our Suburban and Hyundai in multiple times, always a good
experience. Really appreciate their honesty and professionalism.
Highly recommend!

WE STAND BEHIND THE EXPERTISE OF OUR

TRUSTED TECHS

$54.95

Castrol

1 week ago

Full Synthetic
Oil Change*

(up to 5 gts oil & filter, European,
exotic, & diesel are additional.)
MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHECK IN.

$49.95
A/C Quick
Checkup

Includes inspection of AC components and system
pressures and performance. (refrigerant is additional if
required). Expires 4/30/26.

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHECK IN.
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Automotive opens Chandler
students’ career options

Kerri Williams, one of the co-chairs of the 2026
Citizen Advisory Budget Committee, reads a
summary of compensation requests at the Feb.
25 Chandler Unified Governing Board regular
meeting. The board unanimously approved a
2026-27 compensation package that includes
a base 2% increase to salaries for most of the
district’s employees. (Jason W. Brooks/Inde-
pendent Newsmedia)

Chandler school
board OKs 2%
raises again

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Despite announcing major staff-
ing cuts last month, the Chandler
Unified School District has deter-
mined those employees remaining
will get a commonly implemented
raise in the next school year.

The CUSD Governing Board
unanimously approved a compen-
sation package at its Feb. 25 regular
meeting.

An executive session tied to
the regular-meeting agenda vote
was held the afternoon of Feb. 25,
with the district’s finance and hu-
man resources directors presenting

® See Raises on page 20

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Either in everyday driving or in
talking with auto mechanics, it’s
easy to think modern vehicles are al-
most all computers.

While automation and chip-bear-
ing and digital components are cer-
tainly more visible than they were in
decades past, basic automotive skills
are still important.

D.J. Vander Walk, a Chandler
High senior, said the things he’s
learned in his school’s automotive
program are going to help him in
areas that don’t necessarily involve
working on cars.

“A lot of what we learn is not even
related to cars themselves,” Vander
Walk said. “I've learned so much
about how to fill out applications
and other soft skills than I have in
any other class. Part of our grading is
on employability, like, for example,
time management in the shop.”

Vander Walk is part of Chandler
Unified’s career and technical ed-
ucation automotive program. The

Chandler High School senior Blake Speer, left, and an automotive classmate prepare to work on a
driver’s side wheel area during a recent class. Automotive is a three-year career and technical edu-
cation program in the Chandler Unified district, offered only at Chandler High.

Chandler High School site is where
students in the three-year program
hone a variety of skills, ranging from
changing fluids to diagnosing engine
programs.

The first year for the program,
which has no prerequisites, involves
basics on how vehicles function and

the tools used for common mainte-
nance and repairs.

The second year is more detail
about auto parts and systems and the
adjustments and repairs that keep
vehicles on the road.

® See Automotive on page 11

CUSD: 5 schools get new bond-funded flooring

Five Chandler Unified campuses — including Payne Junior High School,
shown here — will have aging flooring replaced in the months ahead after
the CUSD Governing Board approved $1.5 million in bond-funded con-
tracts at its Feb. 25 meeting. (Courtesy of Chandler USD)

By Jason W. Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
The Chandler Unified Governing Board finally has

some room to make what district administration says are
needed upgrades and facility improvements.

Three of the items the board approved at its Feb. 25
regular meeting were flooring replacement contracts for
five of its 43 schools.

The roughly $1.5 million for the three contracts will
come from the district’s $271.5 million bond that voters

narrowly approved last November.

® See Flooring on page 20
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While he accepts the types of stu-
dents who take automotive, there is
still an essential lecture component to
the classes.

Automotive
¢ From page 10

The third year is focused on which “We have to have some theory,”
modifications can be made to each Van Why said. “Kids have to know
type of vehicle and best practices. what they’re looking at and how

Teacher Roger Van Why said at things work.”
the end of the third year, students Vander Walk, a Wolves varsi-
have the opportunity to take a test ty baseball player, said Van Why is

and become National Institute for great at coordinating with students
Automotive Service Excellence-cer- in sports or other afterschool commit-

tified — an important industry stan- ments.

dard. . _ . The senior and third-year auto-
Van Why said while most instruc- motive student plans to enter Mesa

tors like himself have accepted that Community College’s welding pro-

computers are essential components gram, having learned some welding

of V(_%hicles.and shops, it’s the diag- basics in the Chandler High automo-
nostic equipment that gets out-of- tive program.
sync with cars now. Vander Walk has passed both the

Some diagnostic equipment that’s  Chandler High School automotive teacher Roger Van Why turns on systems at the start of a class shop
nearly 10 years old in 2026 might not session. Automotive is a three-year career and technical education program in the Chandler Unified
district, offered only at Chandler High. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

ASE entry-level technician exam and
a district “program completer” test.

be compatible with the latest makes “Mr. Van Why’s main thing is not

and models, Van Why said. end of the day — are essential. So is plete, such as procedures that require necessarily to make us into mechan-
The teacher said tool safety and keeping students apprised of tasks or advanced certificates or any type of ics, but into people that know how to

proper security — for example, mak- jobs they aren’t permitted to com- body work. work on cars,” Vander Walk said.

ing sure everything is locked up at the

5150 oFF

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

First time customers only. One time use with

SPRING SPECIAL

= 100 OFF

e Recurring Cleaning

coupon. Offer expires 4-30-26.
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($20 off first 5 visits) offer expires 4-30-26.

K YOU FOR VG US #1 BIOUSE CLEANING!

480-550-8282 ' TwoMaidsCIeaning.com
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E-Bikes

¢ From page 1

volving a motorized vehicle on a trail.

“So to answer Ms. Ellis’ question
now, in November, the answer would
be, ‘no, not necessarily,’” Beal said.

The bikes aren’t cheap. Global
Bikes, an East Valley bike shop with
multiple locations, sells a Gazelle
Eclipse C380-plus High city touring
e-bike for a listed price of $6,400.

Still, e-bikes and other motorized
scooters, mopeds and electric scoot-
er remain popular in the Valley. The
Mesa City Council approved an ordi-
nance in January that permits Class 1
and Class 2 e-bikes, electric standup
scooters and electric miniature scoot-
ers to operate within city parks, pro-
vided riders don’t exceed 5 miles per
hour.

Gilbert Police reported a troubling
shift in accident data. For the first
time in 2024, juveniles were involved
in more bike-vehicle collisions than
adults, and attributed much of the
trend to the popularity and speed of
e-bikes.

Gilbert Police said there are con-
cerns about electric motorcycles and
several other classes of fast-moving
two- or three-wheeled devices — not
only in collisions, but also as an ex-
pensive gadget that becomes either a
getaway vehicle or an object of crime
itself.

Chandler Police Department
officer Stephen Barnes and
Sgt. Jacob Grass display their
unit’s e-bikes in the summer of
2025. E-bikes have gained pop-
ularity for both government and
private use. Recent pushes for
cities and states to update reg-
ulations for training or use or to
patrol places like canal trails
haven’t led to wholesale legis-
lative changes yet. (Courtesy of
Chandler Police Department)

SRP canals

In many Valley cities, issues around
e-bikes have less to do with parks or
even busy streets, but the ditch and
canal banks and trails where motor-
ized vehicles aren’t permitted.

On March 3, an 18-year-old man
and a 14-year-old boy were charged
with several crimes after police say
they stopped a victim — a 12-year-
old boy — near a Salt River Project
canal trail area east of Greenfield Ju-
nior High School and took his e-bike
at gunpoint Feb. 6.

The Salt River Project doesn’t

specifically attempt to bar use of pow-
ered vehicles on its canal paths on its
website, but highly discourages it and
defers to local signs.

Under a list that’s introduced with
“Canals can be very dangerous, so
please follow these canal safety tips to
avoid drowning or injury,” there’s an
item that reads “Don’t drive motor-
ized vehicles, including electric bikes
and scooters, on the canal banks.”

Patty Likens, spokesperson for
SRP, said the utility is “responsible
for the operation and maintenance
of property owned by the United

States.”

As part of that responsibility, Lik-
ens said, SRP must ensure federal
Salt River Reclamation Project prop-
erties, such as the 131 miles of canals
SRP manages. Those canals and ad-
jacent access roads must remain open
and accessible for the continued oper-
ation and maintenance of SRP power
and irrigation facilities, she said.

“Federal regulations prohibit the
use of motorized vehicles, including
e-bikes along Salt River Reclamation
Project property,” she said.

She said she’s not aware of any
SRP disagreements over canal-area
jurisdiction as the canal banks are
federal land. SRP has agreements on
file with each municipality for both
special events, such as the annual
City of Chandler Bike Ride, along
with agreements to make utility ad-
justments, such as installing, remov-
ing or maintaining power lines.

Likens said despite Mesa’s recent
change, she’s not aware of any pro-
posals to either allow or further dis-
courage or prevent e-bikes from be-
ing on canal paths.

“We are not aware of the feder-
al government having any proposed
changes in the works to the prohibi-
tion on motorized vehicles,” Likens
said.

Chandler’s current code — which

® Seec E-Bikes on page 19
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide
an open forum for our readers. We
hope to stimulate debate, not to
dominate or control it. We reserve
the right to edit our opinions, and
we insist on civility. Please include
your name and phone number, so
we can contact you for clarification
or confirmation. We welcome your
photo. All opinions must be no more
than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion
writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two
opinions for publication during a
calendar month. T'wo submissions
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission
is the responsibility of the person
who submitted it.

Speak Up

We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

Disappointed by Chandler
Airport Day procedures

I was very disappointed at the
(Jan. 24 open-house) Chandler
Airport event.

There was no police directing
traffic and it would have taken me
about 45 minutes to get to the park-
ing lot.

I saw an elderly couple on walk-
ers trying to enter at the exhibitors
entrance. The event started 29
minutes before so the exhibitors
should have already been in a long
time ago. They were turned away.

I had my twin toddlers with me.
After being in traffic for 20 minutes.
I finally got to a side street and was
able to exit.

I ended up taking the kids to
a park after promising them the
airport.

Signs need to be better.

Andrea Christ
Chandler

Shining a light on the high
cost of health insurance

I’'m glad that the president used
a part of his State Of The Union
address to talk about something
that I think can bring the country
together, and that is the high cost
of health insurance.

Insurance companies have been
driving up copays, deductibles and
premiums for decades, while their
middlemen tighten their grip on
what we pay for prescriptions.

How is that fair for patients?
Shouldn’t the goal of these compa-
nies be to improve access to quality
care for Americans?

Congress is already taking notice
of this. Congressman David Sch-
weikert recently joined his commit-
tee members in grilling insurance
companies on some of their shady
practices.

That’s a ereat first step. but it

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

will take a larger team effort to rein
in big insurers to improve American
health.

Let’s start with increasing trans-
parency in the drug supply chain
and making sure these pharmacy
benefit managers are passing along
discounts meant for patients.

Those savings should help
people afford their medications.
They also need to investigate why
insurance companies deny simple
coverages and make patients jump
through hoops and multiple appeals
to get covered for a procedure.

Enough is enough, and I truly
hope that the message gets through
to our leaders in Washington.

Emily Stonebrook
Chandler

Senior to Arizona lawmakers:
Continue mail-in voting

I am almost 88 and have vot-
ed almost as many years I could
(except when my husband hid my
ballot).

Please continue the voting by
mail. [ am unable to stand in line
or drive up and drop my ballot
somewhere.

If you discontinue the voting by
mail, you will lose many seniors
votes.

Dosha Davidson
Chandler

Why the rush to rename Loop
202 after Charlie Kirk?

In response to state Sen. Warren
Petersen’s opinion, Why the bill

® See Opinions on page 15

SPEAKUP

Here are some recent online com-
ments about Chandler Independent
items:

“GAS PRICES UP 11
CENTS OVER PREVIOUS
WEEK ":

“I don’t drive that much and I use
my higher-mileage vehicle. If a tank
of gas cost me $40 instead of $35 I
don’t care, I will still drive where I
want. Another refinery is closing in
Cali in April and the summer ‘cock-
tail CBG’ fuel blend kicks in May
1st. It will be $4 this summer.”

— Warren Bowman via story
comment

“CHANDLER
REPUBLICAN SEEKS
TO CRIMINALIZE
EXCESSIVE MARIJUANA
SMOKE, ODOR":

“Though I personally don’t par-
take, I think one of J.D.’s neighbors
needs to share their stash with him
so he’ll chill out.”

— Dan B. via story comment

“We have more pressing issues
than worrying about marijuana
smoke.”

— Yasi P. via story comment

“Hopefully, this isn’t them trying
to chip away at cannabis legaliza-
tion laws.”

— Mark Long via story com-
ment

Got a comment on a story you 've re-
cently seen? Email us ar azopinions@
inusa.org with the name of the story
and a one- or two-line comment.
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High school student-athletes mentor younger Chandler peers

CHANDLER UNIFIED COMMUNICATIONS

Chandler Unified School District
athletics recently hosted a leadership
seminar for about 100 student-ath-
letes from each of the district’s junior
high and middle schools.

The event was built to inspire, ed-
ucate, and empower young leaders
for life both on and off the field.

The younger students heard from
a panel of juniors and seniors repre-
senting all six CUSD high schools.

These mentors — many of whom
have already signed letters of intent
or received collegiate offers — an-
swered candid questions about the
realities of high-level competition.

The two main topics were titled:
“The Balancing Act: Practical strat-
egies for managing the dual roles of
student and athlete” and “Under
Pressure: Healthy ways to navigate
expectations from family and the
heat of competition.”

Chandler Unified School District athletics recently hosted a leadership seminar for about 100 stu-
dent-athletes from each of the district’s junior high and middle schools. The younger students heard
from a panel of juniors and seniors representing all six CUSD high schools. (Courtesy of Chandler USD)

The high-schoolers offered a “play-
book” for success, urging their young-
er peers to stay true to themselves, de-
velop disciplined routines and lean on
teammates for support.

Junior high athletic directors also
engaged the high school athletes with
questions about preparing for big
games and tournaments. The older
students shared strategies they have
learned through experience — tools
the younger athletes can immediately
apply in their own sports journeys.

The seminar also featured a talk
from Ashley Rodarte, a Perry High
alumna and incoming head badminton
coach. Currently pursuing a master’s
at Arizona State University, Rodarte
shared a compelling “flashlight” anal-
ogy for mental performance: whatever
one points the mind toward, becomes
the reality.

By focusing on growth rather than
self-doubt, athletes can fundamental-
ly change their performance, Rodarte
said.

THE *1 SCHOOL DISTRICT IN ARIZONA?

OPINION

Opinions
¢ From page 14

renaming Loop 202 for Charlie Kirk
must become law:

Why the rush? The state should
follow the standard required process
for naming a public highway, etc. in
honor of someone.

It’s my understanding a person
needs to have been deceased for five
years before being considered for
this honor. If Charlie is remembered
five years from now, that’s the time
to consider this.

However, I disagree with naming
anything after him using his support
of free speech as justification — he
also supported ultra conservative
positions including religion, and I
believe did not support freedom of
religion.

Nancy Nixon
Sun City

-NICHE.COM and RANKING ARIZONA

CUSD80.COM

@CHANDLERUNIFIED

BACKTO

Enroliment Open!
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Chandler district athlete, world champ
Jalen Williams honored

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Jalen Williams said he never
thought his dream would come true.

“I never thought I'd be standing
up here, talking about a world cham-
pionship,” Williams said during an
emotional Feb. 10 ceremony at Perry
High School to honor the alum and
NBA champion.

Williams, a 2019 graduate of PHS,
went on to play college basketball
at Santa Clara. Drafted in 2022, he
helped a talented Oklahoma City
Thunder team bring that city its first
major pro sports title by winning the
2025 NBA Finals last June.

On hand for the music-accom-
panied walkout, short speeches and
unveiling of a banner on a new Per-
ry “wall of honor” in Dan Serrano
Gymnasium were school leaders
and Williams’ coach, former Pumas
coach Sam Duane Jr.

“Jalen was only about 6 feet tall
as a sophomore, and I remember the

day he pointed out that he’s taller
than me,” Duane Jr. said.

The coach told stories about some
of the games from which highlights
were extracted for a video shown in
the gym for the capacity crowd. He
praised Williams’ ability to not only

FOOTBALL

not be denied on offense, but also to
play “lock-down” defense.

Williams thanked a long list of
people, from the Perry athletic train-
er; Puma fans and his family. That
includes his parents, Ron and Nicole;
his sister, Jasmin, and his brother,

Perry High School Principal Heather Patterson,
left, and PHS athletic director Jennifer Burks,
right, flank former Puma basketball star Jalen
Williams in Dan Serrano Gymnasium on Feb. 10
as part of an event held in Williams’ honor. Wil-
liams helped lead the Oklahoma City Thunder to
an NBA title last June. (Jason W. Brooks/Inde-
pendent Newsmedia)

Cody, who plays for the Utah Jazz.

The event was arranged part-
ly because the Thunder were in the
Valley, on a night off, a day ahead
of their 136-109 win over the host
Phoenix Suns. Williams, who had re-
cently come back from an injury, had
28 points in that game of 11-of-12
shooting.

Longtime Chandler football coach returns to Calif. alma mater

Rick Garretson

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The alma mater of a former Chan-
dler High School football coach has
announced he’s taking over its pro-
gram.

Servite High School in Anaheim,
California, has announced the hiring
of Rick Garretson as the Friars’ next
head football coach.

Garretson, a 1974 graduate of Ser-
vite, brings with him nearly 40 years
of experience to the Friars, having
dedicated the majority of his adult
life to coaching.

Those years include being a nine-
year assistant and later head coach
of the Chandler Wolves. As CHS’s
head coach from 2019 to 2024, he
furthered the school’s long legacy,
leading the Wolves to Open Division
titles in 2019 and 2020.

The Wolves won 46 consecutive
games from 2018-21.

Chandler High won four big-
schools classification crowns and
two ESPN Geico Bowl titles in the
nine years Garretson was an assistant.
Joining the staff in 2010, he coached

the wide receivers, quarterbacks and
was the offensive coordinator at var-
ious times.

Servite athletic director Matt
Marrujo, himself an SHS alum, said
Garretson’s deep understanding of
the school’s and Friars’ missions are
probably part of why he decided to
head a program at about age 70.

“As an alumnus, former teacher,
and coach, Coach Garretson under-
stands the vital role coaches play in
forming faith-filled leaders,” Marru-

® See Coach on page 29
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')ké Dignity Health.

A member of CommonSpirit

Detect colon
cancer earlier.

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. Colon cancer is the
second leading cause of cancer-related death in the United States in
men and women combined — but it doesn’t have to be. Regular
screenings make early detection, and in some cases

even prevention, possible.
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Renewal
¢ From page 1

The recent work session was fol-
lowed by a special meeting with pub-
lic hearings scheduled on both the
general plan and on a renewal elec-
tion on the city’s home-rule status.

Planner Lauren Schumann went
over some of the more heavily
changed elements — relative to the
2016 general plan — and the steps
and cycle and priorities associated
with the 2026 version in the work
session.

Land use is a main component of
the general plan. The plan includes a
future land use map with four identi-
fied growth areas.

In the work session, Mayor Kevin
Hartke asked Schumann if staff guid-
ed any conversations or accounted
for pending 2026 state legislation that
might restrict what types of particular
restrictions or architectural standards
Chandler and other cities can put into
general plans.

Schumann said she wasn’t aware of
any such proposed legislation. Hart-
ke said he is aware of such proposals,
though those might not become law
this year.

Planning Administrator Kevin
Mayo advised that planned area de-
velopment approval processes, or
PADs, are a way to mitigate the ef-
fects of new state laws that affect
architectural requirements or provi-
sions.

Council member O.D. Harris
asked if some type of “footnote”
could be added to the general plan to
indicate that the Kyrene School Dis-
trict is closing a middle school and a
K-8 academy this summer, with oth-
er districts in the area likely to ponder
such a move in the years ahead.

He’s concerned about redevelop-
ment of those school sites for much
different purposes in the future.

Hartke and Schumann
both assured Harris that the
general plan and city zoning
already have short lists of
what could be brought into
a neighborhood, such as a
churches, other types of ed-
ucational facilities or offices.

Also, City Manager John
Pombier said, city staff
talk regularly with Kyrene,
Mesa and Chandler Unified
school district leaders about
facilities plans, and would
immediately reach out to
neighborhood residents if
there were ever a city or de-
veloper proposal to signifi-
cantly change the use of a
former school building site.

Schumann also walked
council through changes
to the general plan for the
Price Road Tech Corri-
dor and a new provision
that will allow employers
and potential employers to
build multi-story employee
housing on-site as part of a
campus that’s vertical, with
first-floor commercial uses
in residential towers.

Pombier

ty and the ability to live at °f Chandler)

or very near employment is
something potential employ-
ers tell cities that they can’t find.

Schumann emphasized that all
such proposals — even by Wells
Fargo, which is already permitted
to build two nine-story buildings on
land that its main office building oc-
cupies — would have to go through
a developmental approval process,
where staff and Council and, in many
cases, the planning commission can
impose many stipulations.

Council member Matt Orlando
said he has concerns about develop-
ers getting approval for such mixed-
use campuses and later deciding to

not build out or staff the employment
sides of the projects, therefore negat-
ing the economic benefits of the zon-
ing.

Mayo and the mayor both pointed
out that the PAD permitting process
will mandate that there be function-
al non-residential components to the
plans as a permit condition.

Harris expressed concerns about
not having more stops in place to en-
sure compliance with the non-resi-
dential uses.

Pombier said he understood Harris
and Orlando were merely watching
out for ways developers might try to

The Chandler City Council placed two items on this year’s election ballots during February meetings, including
said walkabili- its 10-year General Plan, which has this future land use map and many other new provisions. (Courtesy of city

game the system, but ended the con-
versation by reminding them Council
has the final review and vote on major
developments.

“At the end of the day, they still
have to come to you guys,” Pombier
told the Council.

Mayo read additions to the pol-
icy requiring “ancillary” employee
residential uses “subordinate to the
primary employment use,” which
Orlando and Harris seemed to appre-
ciate.

The vertical Price Road provision

® See Renewal on page 19
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E-Bikes

¢ From page 12

is not under any publicized review or pro-
posal for changes — calls for no motorized
bikes “in any city parking structure or park,
except for use on public roadways within
a park, designated hike/bike trails or des-
ignated city parking for stand-up electric
mini-scooters or shared mobility devices.”
Such bikes also have a 35 mph speed
limit on four-or-more-lanes streets without
a bicycle lane and are not to be operated in
Chandler by any child younger than 13.

City vs. state regulation

Arizona has a patchwork quilt of city,
town, county and a smattering of state law
restrictions on e-bikes.

Marc Lamber, a trial attorney and per-
sonal injury group chair, recently wrote an
opinion piece that urged state lawmakers
to take up e-bike safety, saying it’s not best

handled by cities; the only way to consoli-
date so many local restrictions is to codify
rules at the state level.

Rick Murray, president of the Arizona
Chapter of the National Safety Council,
agrees, though he sees a patchwork quilt
when it comes to educate parents and the
general public about e-bikes.

“Our organization believes in education
and other training for drivers, and our pro-
gramming reflects that,” Murray said. “We
think states could require training.”

Murray said training wouldn’t have to
be a government or private responsibility
alone, as nonprofits could contribute, too.

Murray pointed out that Class 3 e-bikes,
which can go as fast as 28 mph and are reg-
ulated differently by a handful of Arizona
jurisdictions, probably require the most
training to handle.

“My kids are grown now, but if they were
teens or pre-teens, I’d be terrified of these
things,” Murray said of the fastest e-bikes.

Renewal
¢ From page 18

also uses the general plan’s
new city definition of “urban”
residential zoning, which will
be 26 or more dwelling units
per acre.

Council voted unanimous-
ly the night of Feb. 23 to put
the general plan on the July 21
primary ballot. That turned
out to be the last day Marico-
pa County Elections accepted
ballot language for that elec-
tion.

The city missed the win-
dow to have home-rule re-
newal on the primary ballot, as
home-rule requires two public
hearings at regular meetings,
held Feb. 23 and 26. Gov. Ka-
tie Hobbs signed the primary

election date rescheduling
into law Feb. 6, after Chandler
had already held its Feb. 2 and
Feb. 5 meetings.

Council voted unanimous-
ly Feb. 26 to place home rule
on the Nov. 3 ballot.

The city must renew its
home-rule option — a com-
plex designation that involves
flexibility on spending — ev-
ery four years.

Established through a 1980
law, most Arizona cities and
towns that went with home-
rule generally continue to find
it popular among residents.

Chandler voters have ap-
proved the home rule option
11 consecutive times since
1982 — by a 85%-to-15%
margin in 2018 and by an 86-
to-14% margin in 2022.

Help keep Chandler graffiti free

If you see graffiti, report it by calling or texting
480-782-4322, using the PublicStuff app, filling
out an online form, or sending us an email to
blight@chandleraz.gov. We'll remove it fast—
we're committed to removing graffiti within 24

hours.

See it, report it, and take pride in our city!
Learn more: chandleraz.gov/graffiti

‘ .CHANDLER
ﬁarlzona
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Raises
¢ From page 10

2026-27 salary, salary schedule and
compensation data and committee
recommendations to the board, ac-
cording to a staff report.

The board didn’t have many
questions for the regular-meeting
presenters, John Anguiano and Kerri
Williams, who are the co-chairs of
the 2026 Citizen Advisory Budget
Committee.

The executive session’s stated
goal was for the board to consider its
position and instruct its representa-
tives on negotiations with employee
union organizations.

The CUSD Super Q Committee,
per the report, is the district’s nego-
tiating team, comprised of certified,
support and administrative staff.

Memos in the agenda packet ref-
erence a 2% raise for all district sup-

port and certified staff and admin-
istrators, as recommended by the
Super Q Committee.

There is also a list of bonus pro-
visions and other compensation.
Those include an early-signing 2%
one-time stipend for employees who
sign and return contracts within
five business days of issuance, and
a 1% stipend for CUSD “Cabinet”
(upper-level district administration)
members who do the same.

The raise is for an amount typical
over the past several CUSD school
years. But this year, compensation
announcements and final decisions
come about a month after three
contentious meetings that solidified
which of more than 100 positions
were eliminated in order to cut $12
million from the 2026-27 budget.

The board’s next regular meeting
is Wednesday, March 25.

Flooring
¢ From page 10

Andersen and Ryan elementary
schools, Chandler Traditional Acad-
emies Independence and Freedom
and Payne Junior High School will
all be getting new flooring within the
next several months.

Assistant  Superintendent Tom
Dunn said some of the carpeting re-
placement in classrooms can be done
at night, while some of the heavier
tile-related and grinding work will
need to be done during the summer.

There are labor costs in the three
contracts for moving furniture in and
out of various rooms and spaces.

Dunn said the work is expected to
begin during the district’s upcoming
spring break and will be completed
sometime this summer.

Not only have some of the schools
in the contracts gotten 20 years or

more out of current flooring, some,
such as CTA Independence, com-
pleted in 2006, still have original car-
pet and flooring, according to a staff
report.

Dunn said the type of white tile
common in hallways and other
high-traffic areas, which tends to dis-
color over time and is labor-intensive
to maintain, will be replaced by a
“polished concrete” surface.

The district has so much flooring
work this year for local contractors
that it’s using three of them for this
phase of work.

InteriorWorx Commercial Floor-
ing was awarded a $567,000 contract
for Andersen Elementary and CTA
Independence. Wholesale Floors got
the $570,000 contract for CTA Free-
dom and Ryan Elementary School
and Continental Flooring has the
$337,000 contract for Payne Junior
High School.
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FAVORITES

CHICAGO PIZ

Yoyt
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Peoria - March 26, 2026 - Westbrook Village
Sun City West - April 22, 2026 - SCW Foundation
Sun City - May 4, 2026 - Sundial Rec Center
Fountain Hills - July 7, 2026 - Fountain Hills Community Center

Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade
Sun City - September 23, 2026 - Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center
Mesa - November 13, 2026 - Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

Nominate

RUS!
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Nominations:
March 1-27
VOTING:
April 1-30

AL
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@ MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD > NUMBER OF HOMES NUMBER OF HOMES

JAN 2025 JAN 2026 JAN 2025 JAN 2026
Sale price 85224 85225 85226 85248 85249 85286 56 63 34 34
$800,000 142 131 58 44
$750,000 @ 60 60 30 30
$700,000 o] (o] 63 99 22 21
$650,000 0 0 180 170 57 4
$600,000 67 99 29 46

888  ON THE MARKET

4.74% ;
$550,000 @ . o o~  AVERAGE DAYS

, &
00008 o m OO e JAN 2025 JAN 2026
$450,000 (c
o.. 53 49
) (2]

66 90

DATA PROVIDED BY KATIE TAYLOR OF THE GOODMAN 57 56

TAYLOR TEAM 107 88

katie@thegoodmantaylorteam.com 3 83

480-220-6364 90 82

x StepUpStopCancer.org



Mesa, AZ — The most common method
your doctor will recommend to treat your
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with
prescription drugs that may temporarily
reduce your symptoms. These drugs
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica,
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure
drugs. These drugs may cause you to feel
uncomfortable and have a variety of

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy
is a result of damage to the nerves often
causing weakness, pain, numbness,
tingling, and the most debilitating balance
problems. This damage is commonly
caused by a hands and feet which causes
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to
lack of nutrient flow.

W

periphe” ol
Nerves

o

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood
vessels that surround the nerves become
diseased they shrivel up which causes the
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue
to survive.When these nerves begin to“die”
they cause you to have balance problems,
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and
many additional symptoms. The main
problem is that your doctor has told you
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

to just live with the problem or try the drugs
which you don't like taking because they
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now
a facility right here in Mesa that offers you
hope without taking those endless drugs
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity
examination at the end of this article)
neuropathy three factors must be
determined.

1) What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been
sustained.

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves
3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow,
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you
back to health is our new $50,000.00
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic
unit to accurately determine the increase
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to
accurately determine the increase in small
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system
delivers energy to the affected area of your
body at varying wavelengths, including
both low-frequency and middle-frequency
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM)
signaling. During a treatment session, the
Sanexas system automatically changes to
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare
restrictions apply) Depending on your
coverage, your treatment could be little to
no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed to
allow the nerves to fully recover varies
from person to person and can only be
determined after a detailed neurological
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage
there is hope!

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain
and neuropathy severity examination
to determine the extent of the nerve
damage as a public service to you and/or
your family and friends. This neuropathy/
pain severity examination will consist of
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this
chronic pain and neuropathy severity
examination from now until May 31,
2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an
appointment to determine if your chronic
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are
limiting this FREE consultation to the first
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136... NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes
to our voicemail, please leave a message
and we will get back to you asap.

ASPEN

MEDICAL PLLC

GIVING YOU HELP WHERE OTHERS HAVE FAILED

480-796-1136

4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119
Mesa, AZ 85206
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Oaktree Funding expands
Chandler HQ at Viridian

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Oaktree Funding Corp., located
in Chandler for the past 15 years, has
doubled its footprint at its headquar-
ters at 3133 W. Frye Road.

The move reflects continued com-
pany growth and a long-term invest-
ment in Chandler, according to a
news release from the city.

The expansion supports Oaktree
Funding Corp.’s growing operations
and workforce as the company con-
tinues to scale its mortgage bank-
ing platform nationwide, the release
states.

“This expansion reflects our sus-
tained growth and confidence in
Chandler as the right home for our
headquarters,” Kristopher Martin
and Stephen Lippens, co-CEOs of
Oaktree, stated in the release. “The
city offers a strong business climate,
access to talent and the infrastructure
we need to support our team and cli-
ents as we grow.”

Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke
said the company’s expansion under-
scores the city’s appeal to financial
services firms.

“We are pleased to see Oaktree
expanding in its current Chandler lo-
cation,” Hartke said. “Their contin-
ued investment highlights Chandler’s
ability to support business growth
and retain established companies.”

Echoes Unearthed
Closing March 29, 2026

Oaktree Funding Corp., located in Chandler for
the past 15 years, has doubled its footprint at its
headquarters at 3133 W. Frye Road. (Courtesy of
city of Chandler)

As one of the nation’s NonQM
lenders, Oaktree is a nationwide li-
censed mortgage banker, offering
a portfolio of home loan products
through strong relationships with
government agencies and investors.

The Viridian office building is in
a major business corridor near the
Loop 101 and Loop 202 interchange
and adjacent to Chandler Fashion
Center, offering modern office infra-
structure to support the company’s
long-term needs.

Founded in 1989, Oaktree is a
mortgage banker operating across
wholesale, correspondent, and retail
lending channels, allowing us to serve
brokers, banking partners, property
investors and individual borrowers
with flexibility and scale.

For more information, go to nong-
mexpert.com.

Pony Up!
Closing April 2026

The Better Business
Bureau Serving Pacif-
ic Southwest Central
& Inland California
and the Arizona Inter-
scholastic  Associa-
tion recently awarded
a $1,000 “Ethical
Athlete” scholarship
to Addison Winslow of
Chandler High School.
From the left are Faus-
tine Chan of the BBB,
Winslow and coaches
Amalia Andrews and
Jalen Scharborough.
(Courtesy of Better
Business Bureau)

CLERK OUT

Chandler City Clerk Dana DeLong was recognized for her then-upcoming retirement at a Feb. 2 City
Council study session. In front, from the left, are Council member 0.D. Harris, DeLong and Mayor
Kevin Hartke. In back, from the left, are Council member Jane Poston, Vice Mayor Angel Encinas,
and Council members Matt Orlando and Jennifer Hawkins. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent News-

media)

Signature Exhibition
Open Now!

Visit our website

(=] =
L

H

El‘

chandlermuseum.org

EXHIBITIONS ON VIEW

Free Admission
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 1-5pm
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yO u r h O m e’ tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 4/15/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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Chandler schools: Changes for alternative programs

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Luke Hickey is the principal of
Chief Hill Learning Academy —
which he says is in the process of be-
coming an official separate alternative
high school.

Speaking at a Chandler Unified
Governing Board’s Feb. 11 study ses-
sion on alternative programs, Hickey
talked about how the school func-
tions now and what changes are afoot
for the 2026-27 school year.

“We need to get a mission state-
ment approved by you, the board,”
Hickey said as one of the many forms
of support Chief Hill will need going
forward.

Named for Ken “Chief” Hill, the
late U.S. Air Force veteran who be-
came a Chandler High JROTC in-
structor and later a vice principal, the
building has technically housed pro-
grams for students who remain en-
rolled at one of CUSD’s junior highs
or high schools.

Hickey said the academy site is
attempting to become its own alter-
native school with an accreditation it
hopes to gain by the summer of 2027.

He also said Chief Hill should start
receiving its own letter grade this year
from the Arizona Department of Ed-
ucation’s state accountability labels.

“We don’t have a prediction, real-
ly,” Hickey said regarding the letter
grade. “But we’ve looked at where

Luke Hickey, principal of Chief Hill Learning
Academy, tells the Chandler Unified Governing
Board about planned changes to the district’s
alternative programs during a Feb. 11 study ses-
sion. (Courtesy of Chandler USD)

we’re at on all the metrics, and things
look good, so far.”

One of the biggest changes on
the McQueen Road campus in the
year ahead will be the ICAN pro-
gram moving onto the campus.
ICAN, which stands for Improving
Chandler-Area Neighborhoods, is a
35-year-old nonprofit organization
responsible for a variety of afterschool
programs.

Chandler Unified has been send-
ing some students to leased space
within ICAN’s facility, located near
Folley Park and Frye Elementary
School. The $102,000 annual lease
and staffing cuts will be a cost savings
to the district as those students will
be served at Chief Hill’'s McQueen
campus.

“The teachers and the social work-

er will be the ones they’re familiar
with already,” Hickey said in de-
scribing the staffing overlap that was
already used at the ICAN site.

Hickey said longtime colleagues of
Ken Hill have formalized their sup-
port of the school by recently forming
an HLA booster club.

He also explained the basic proce-
dures of how a student and their par-
ents are first introduced to the Chief
Hill campus and its programs, starting
with a referral from a counselor at the
student’s home school.

The school’s various pathways are
oriented toward high school gradua-
tion and leaving Chief Hill with some
type of job skills.

CUSD Board President Patti Ser-
rano asked how special education,

students on federal 504 disability
accommodations and students on in-
dividualized education programs, or
IEPs, will be accommodated at Chief
Hill.

Hickey said currently, ICAN
doesn’t have SPED services, so none
of the ICAN students coming to the
Chief Hill campus will need such
supports.

“As we graduate students, cer-
tainly, if we enroll students that need
supports, we see our campus as ‘In-
dependent study with support and
accountability,”” Hickey said. “We’ll
have one resource teacher, so that’s
one case manager as well. So if we get
a 504 or IEP student, we will actually
have more ability to serve them (start-
ing in 2026-27) than we do now.”
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FENElII

AR * « PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL

FREE
Tanked Water Electrical Drain Clear
Heater Tune-up Safety Inspection W/ Accessible Clean Out

$29 % $SOOFF

Terms and Conditions Apply. Applicable to residential properties. Valid for one-time use only. Must be presented at time of service. Cannot be used with other offers or discounts. Doesn't apply to past work. Call for details.
Exp. 3/31/26. AZ ROC 291261, 291262, 321010, 326088.

480.561.5685 SCAN HERE i

Air Conditioner

Coil Cleaning

PenguinAir.com TO SCHEDULE!
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TRANSPORTATION

Compiled by
Jason W. Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

€D Dobson Road, between Queen
Creek Road to Price roads, will be
the site of minor restrictions in both
northbound and southbound lanes
through Thursday, March 26. The
estimated 35-day project is for fiber
installation.

@ Chandler Heights Road will be
the location of minor restrictions in
both directions at Crossbow Way.
The estimated 18-day project is for a
fire-line connection through Thurs-
day, March 19.

€) Queen Creek Road, from Da-
kota Place to Arizona Avenue, will
be the site of major restrictions for
eastbound traffic through Sunday,
March 22. The estimated 28-day
project is for concrete work and

sidewalk removal and replacement.

O Frye Road, from Fairview
Street to Arizona Avenue, will be
the site of major night restrictions
in both directions through Monday,
March 30. The estimated 30-day
project is for utility work.

@® Alma School Road, both north-
bound and southbound, and three
other streets in the Alma School /
Chandler Boulevard area will be the
sites of major restrictions through
Thursday, March 19. The other
streets involved are Chandler Bou-
levard and Galveston and Hartford
streets — all in both directions. The
estimated 11-day project is for slurry
sealing.

@ Chandler Boulevard, from Gila
Springs Boulevard to Beck Avenue,
will be the site of weekend restric-
tions through Saturday, March 21.

W. WARNER RD.

S. PRIESTDR

o

W. CHANDLER BLVD.

W.RAY RD.

S. RURALRD.
N.ALMA SCHOOL RD.

N.DOBSON RD

N. 56TH ST.

8
S

GILA RIVER
INDIAN RESERVATION

S.PRICE RD.

@ MAP NOTTO SCALE

The estimated 13-day project is for
boring.

@ Knox Road, in both directions
from Alma School Road to Arizona

S. MCCLINTOCK DR.
El

N. ARIZONA AVE.

W. PECOS RD%

W. GERMANN  RD.

H W, QUEEN CREEKRDa

W. BOSTON ST.

S. OREGON ST.
S. ARIZONA AVE.

W. CHICAGO ST.

S.VAL VISTA DR.

S. MCQUEEN RD.
S. COOPER ROD.
S. LINDSAY RD.

95 0COTILLO RD.

E. CHANDLER HEIGHTS RD.

S. GILBERT RD.

Avenue, will be the site of minor
weekend restrictions in both direc-
tions through Thursday, March 26.
The estimated 116-day project is for
boring, trenching and pothole work.

Your gift.
Their health.

This tax season, your donation to Circle the City can
do more than provide compassionate healthcare to all
individuals facing homelessness in Maricopa County-
it can also give you something back.

With Arizona’s Charitable Tax Credit, you can donate up
to $495 as an individual or $987 as a couple filing jointly,
and it comes right off your state taxes. It's a win-win: your
generosity helps deliver critical care to those who need it
most, and you benefit from a tax credit.

Visit circlethecity.org to make an impact today.

*Qrcle the City

HEALING HOMELESSNESS. TOGETHER.

Tax ID: 26-2420730 | QCO Code: 20693




NOT IN OUR CITY
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News

your

Chandler City Council member 0.D. Harris, left poses with Pastor Mike Gowan of Bethel Church of
Chandler and Mayor Kevin Hartke at a Feb. 2 meeting. Hartke read a proclamation declaring the week
of Feb. 21-27 as “Not In Our City Week” in recognizing one ongoing cause Gowan is involved with: pre-

vention of human trafficking. (Jason W. Brooks/Independent Newsmedia)

Coach
¢ From page 16

jo stated in the news release. “The
combination of his professional expe-
rience and deep-rooted connection
to Servite makes him the perfect fit
to lead our young men moving for-
ward.”

Garretson is also quoted in the re-
lease. He stated he’s looking forward
to attacking the challenges and mak-
ing the most of the opportunities that
exist in the Trinity League, where the
Friars compete.

“I want to continue the tradition
that makes Servite football and Ser-

vite High School so special,” Gar-

retson stated.

Garretson owns numerous season
and lifetime-achievement coaching
awards, including the City of Chan-
dler Legendary Coaches Award,
which he received in 2023.

Prior to his time at Chandler, Gar-
retson was a Servite football assistant
from 1989 to 2004, working as pass
game coordinator before becoming
the offensive coordinator in 1995.

A Friar himself, Garretson was an
all-state selection his senior year be-
fore going on to compete at San Di-
ego State.

The release states Servite wel-
comes Garretson, his wife Wendy
and three children back to the Friar
family.

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Espaiiol

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

1708145

Be alegend.

Insure your life.

With the right life insurance, you can
leave a legacy for your family. I'm
here to help. LET'S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or W)

Bloomington, IL
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r Arizona Crown

Center - THE

affordable dental
crown experts.

We fix broken teeth
and replace missing
teeth with bridges,
caps and replace
crowns - all at one
low, affordable price!

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699:CROWN

ONE SIMPLE PRICE, NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional prices. We'll also
replace missing teeth with bridges and provide cosmetic crowns to create
the confident smile you deserve — all of this at affordable prices.

1INN ¥3d

FULL-TIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO ASSIST YOU IN GETTING
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

CALL TODAY!

480-349-1140

azcrowncenter.com © 2490 West Ray Road, Unit 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

\
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The Chandler Symphony Orchestra is scaling back for its concerts in its chamber music series that
picked up again in February. Its next concert is set for the afternoon on Sunday, April 12. (Courtesy

of Chandler Symphony Orchestra)

Symphony orchestra
plans free show

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Chandler Symphony Orches-
tra is scaling back for its concerts in its
chamber music series.

The public is invited to attend a
conducted “musician’s choice” con-
cert. This show — set for 3 p.m., Sun-
day, April 12 — is sure to offer vari-
ety and music most fans haven’t heard

LEARN MORE!

before.

The concert is at Risen Savior
Lutheran Church Worship Center’s
north building, 23620 S. Alma School
Road, Chandler.

The show is free to attend. Dona-
tions are gratefully received at con-
certs or online anytime at chandler-
symphony.org/donate.

Find out what's inside mesa

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org

DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm | OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES
azads(@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org 520 per market - 30 words
Your ad apﬁears in the newspaper
To place your ad call us at of choice plus online
$5% for color and each additional photo
623 972 6101 25¢ extra per additional word
(] (]
560 four markets - 30 words
) Yourada phears mlfour |Iewspapers
of choice plus online
IINP@QE%}\TE])DEN_\T $5% for color and each additional photo
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities 25¢ extra per additional word

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

for one column by three-inch advertisement
#15% per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$15°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

Starting at $45

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

NOTICE
Independent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,
such as promises of
guaranteed income from

work-at-home programs -

if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
thatitis.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-291-6222
for previous complaints.

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service

= Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring

HOME MAINTENANC|

www.servicelsthvac.com

= Emergency Priority Service

Wmter Summer Check Up

= Free Estimates on NEW Units 95 & Repair

= 989 Service Fee (waived with repair) mm

= Senior Discounts on Repairs Includes Condenser Coil Cleaning

= We Offer Financing ‘with coupon. @Sﬁﬂmﬂ

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472

LICENSED

602-898-HOME (4663)

Licensed / Bonded / Insured /ROC 354145

Glass Repair

BONDED - INSURED
ROC#347844

Senior & Military
Discounts

YORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repairs - Roof Replacements « Flat Roofs Coatings « Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles A

& John York - Owner/Operator

602-705-5209

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

Call us today! (480)892-1556
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Glass Repair & Replacement
Window Replacement « Shower Doors

D ANGLER

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE
No job too big or small
Senior discounts available
ROC # 305771
Licensed Bonded Insured

480-518-3246

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

480.924.4444

FirstResponseRoofingAZ.com

Inthe Classnﬁeds'
623-972-6101

iniusa.org/ classifieds

ROC 337526
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VINYL PLANK - TILE - LAMINATE - SHOWERS - WOOD

NEED FLOORING?

Showers
Counter Tops
Back Splashes

Financing
& Discounts
Available

LVP, Tile
Laminate

Research

No B.S."Free
Our Installation” or
Reviews “Room Sales”

In Home
Estimates
(or Business)

480-939-0208

zonafloors.com

ROC #336899 & 349964
We will bring major manufacturers samples to your home or we will provide “installation
only”estimates if you purchase your own flooring materials!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured
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