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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale will have two compet-
itive city council races this summer 
following a legal challenge to one 
candidate’s signatures.

Maricopa County Superior 
Court Judge Greg Como rejected 
Bart Turner’s petition challenge 

against Glendale 
City Council candi-
date Michael Calles’ 
signatures in a ruling 
April 16. Calles will 
remain on the ballot.

Turner challenged 
Calles’ signature at-

testing that Calles had been the one 
collecting signatures on every page of 
his petitions. Barrel District residents 
signed those petitions for him to qual-
ify for the July 21 primary election.

“Plaintiff has failed to prove by 
clear and convincing evidence that 
the candidate submitted fewer than 
the 217 valid signatures required by 
law,” the ruling read.
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Glendale hits lower recycling                   
contamination targets — sometimes

Residents’ recycling 
bins go under 20% 

contamination in a few 
quarters

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

In October 2022, the city of Glen-
dale had a contamination rate of almost 
30% of the recycled materials submit-
ted by residents.

Glendale set a goal to get that num-
ber down to 20% regularly by 2025, 
and it has — sometimes.

Michael Carr began working as the 
city’s deputy director of field operations 
around that time.

“I would say it’s ambitious. Obvi-
ously, we want to do better than that,” 
Carr said. “For me, 30% was shocking. 
We were hoping for better, and we set 
some goal for ourselves.”

The first report card for city was at 
29.5%. The second one was 25%.

The problem is almost always items 
that cannot be recycled.

“The system isn’t designed to take 

GOAL

Glendale employee Jeff Williams swings his city truck around to pick up a load of recycling April 22 in 
the Tanoan community in northern Glendale. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Calles stays  
in race after 
court ruling

2026 ELECTION

• See Recycling on page 12

Calles

• See Ruling on page 20
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Our spacious one, two, and three-bedroom floor 
plans include full-sized kitchens and in-unit laundry!

Tour today!
Love where you live tomorrow.

Arrowhead Valley

All-Inclusive Amenities

 Live-In Managers!
 Month-to-Month Rent
 Signature Freedom Dining Program
 3 Fresh Chef-Prepared Meals Daily 
 24-Hour Concierge & Valet Services
 24-Hour Emergency Alert System
 Weekly Housekeeping
 Robust Social Calendar
 And Many More!

20025 N. 81st Ave.          Peoria, AZ 85382         ArrowheadValleyRetirement.com

Arrowhead Valley Retirement Community

480-374-5549

The Grass Really 
Is Greener

Experience a community where comfort, elegance, and meaningful 
connection come together effortlessly. With chef-prepared cuisine, 

attentive services, and a vibrant social calendar, every detail is 
designed to help you live confidently, joyfully, and on your own 

terms, all for one simple monthly price. No hidden costs. 
No long-term commitments. Just a lifestyle that delivers — 

experience it for yourself.
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With every cancer discovery,
hope is heard around the world.

Pursuing cancer cures at the speed of life.
With our sole focus on cancer, we’re trailblazing what’s 
next in breakthrough treatments. As one of the nation’s 
largest and most advanced cancer research and treatment 
organizations, we deliver science, expertise and hope.

Make an appointment now.
cityofhope.org/phoenix
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Free Estimates! • www.MakeMyDoor.com
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99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only
Residential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORAResidential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORA

Free Estimates! • www.MakeMFree Estimates! • www.MakeM
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THE WEST VALLEY’S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM!

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY!

Garage Door Tune-Up
Tighten hinges, lube and/or adjust

door springs and opener.
Includes 16 point safety inspection.

$75
MOTHER’S DAY SERVICE SPECIAL

Includes 16 point safety inspection.

$
Must present coupon. Can’t combine 
with other advertised offers. Prices 
subject to change after 5/31/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 5/31/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised

$200 OFF
Any Steel-backed Insulated 

16’ x 7’ Garage Door

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

$449NOW 
ONLY!

Plus Tax &
Installation

Model 2220L-7’ DC

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 5/31/26.

16 x 7 Garage Doors
$1899

Includes removing existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 5/31/26.

Installed.
Plus tax.

Starting
at

Glendale council candidates turn in financial reports
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

All five Glendale council election 
candidates turned in their campaign 
finance reports by the April 15 dead-
line.

Barrel District candidate Michael 
Calles brought in the most in contri-
butions be a wide margin, with a total 
of $23,194.65.

Cholla District Councilmember 
Lauren Tolmachoff, who is not facing 
an opponent in the upcoming elec-
tion, was the only other candidate to 
receive more than $7,000 in contri-
butions from January through March.

Fundraising was a quieter quarter 
for Ocotillo District candidates Le-
andro Baldenegro and Rory Goree.

“When I opened the account with 

my treasurer, I deposited $100 of my 
own money,” Baldenegro stated in an 
email.

That is it for the incumbent. He 
did not spend anything during the 
first quarter.

While he is the sitting council 
member, Baldenegro was appointed 
to the seat in 2024. When asked if 
donations and expenditures will pick 
up during the second quarter, Bald-
enegro indicated he is still feeling his 
way.

“Since this is my first time running 
an election campaign, your guess is as 
good as mine,” Baldenegro stated.

Challenger Goree received $1,450 
in contributions during the first quar-
ter. He also contributed $11,292.22 

ELECTION 2026

Rory Goree, left and Leandro Baldenegro, right, are seeking the Glendale City Council seat in the 
Ocotillo District for the July 21 primary election. (Independent Newsmedia/Jeremy Carr)

COMMUNITY NEWS

• See Reports on page 5



GreatCare and Wellness is not just growing—we’re stepping into a new era of care. Dr. Rachel Greatwood marks one year of dedicated service, 
while Dr. Amar Sharma, an established internist, joins us to expand our mission of personalized, patient-focused care.

This is more than an announcement—it’s a celebration of progress and possibility. Dr. Greatwood has spent the past year building trust and 
delivering care that listens, supports, and empowers. Now, with Dr. Sharma bringing his expertise and fresh perspective, we’re ready to take 

your health journey to the next level.

Whether you’re managing a chronic condition, prioritizing prevention, or simply seeking a team that puts you at the heart of care, we’re here 
to deliver healthcare that feels as unique as your story. With two convenient locations in Sun City and Sun City West we’re making it easier to 

experience care that works for you—not the other way around.

Exceptional Primary Care 
GreatCare and Wellness Welcomes Dr. Amar Sharma, Established Internist, and  

Celebrates Dr. Rachel Greatwood’s One-Year Milestone

13041 N. Del Webb Blvd., Suite 130, Sun City, AZ 85351  
13830 W Camino Del Sol, Suite 240, Sun City West, AZ 85375 

Office: 623.404.6777 | Fax: 623.250.0344  
Email: info@greatcareandwellness.com

Welcoming Most Major Insurances  

Same-Day and Flexible Appointments

Two Locations, One Unified Mission

WHAT SETS US APART
• Preventive Care That Anticipates Your Needs

• Chronic Condition Management Tailored to Your Journey

• A Team That Combines Proven Expertise with Fresh Ideas to Support You

THIS IS THE CARE YOU DESERVE.  
Don’t Just Take Our Word for It—Experience It Yourself. 

Call 623.404.6777 or Text Today to 
Schedule Your Appointment and 

Celebrate This Exciting New Chapter With Us.
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of his own money.
Glendale resident Kathy Collins 

donated $650 total, in three different 
installments. Bitz-ee Mama’s owner 
Lourdes Rodriguez gave $300 total, 
and 2024 candidate Lupe Encinas 
chipped in $250.

“I’m focused on earning votes, 
not chasing donors,” Goree stated in 
an email. “I made a commitment to 
largely self-fund this campaign be-
cause I’ve been clear about the neg-
ative influence money and special 
interests can have on our local gov-
ernment. We’ve seen millions spent 
on projects that don’t benefit work-
ing families in the Ocotillo District, 
and those decisions are driven by 
money and influence, not what res-
idents want or need.”

He said he will not take corporate 
PAC contributions.

Goree said the early part of the 
calendar is focused on signatures, He 
also spent $2,250.62 at Looks Good 
Printing, and $9,000 for consulting 
services from Gumption Consulting 
LLC.

“I’m proud we collected more 
signatures than my opponent; in 
fact, we collected over the maxi-
mum allowed. That shows our sup-
port in the district is real and grow-
ing. You can see it in the number of 
homes that already have our yard 
signs.,” Goree stated.

Another candidate gave $20 to 
the Goree campaign, Barrel District 
hopeful Lisa Baker.

Baker’s campaign entered the 
quarter with $2,443.35 in reserve, 
reported total receipts of $3,528.14 
and spent $4,085.19 during the 
quarter. So she ends the quarter with 
a balance of $1,886.20

Her biggest donor was Sun City 
West resident Richard Evangelini 
at $1,500. Glendale resident Scott 

Rothe gave $519, and former Glen-
dale Chamber of Commerce CEO 
and current Sacramento Metro 
Chamber CEO Robert Heidt gave 
$259.

Her biggest expenses were In-
ternational Print in Phoenix with 
$1,077.56 for door hangers and yard 
signs, and $477.39 at Costco for a 
printer.

Her opponent, fellow first-time 
candidate Michael Calles, brought in 
a wide range of donations to start the 
year.

Twenty-five individual donors 
each gave Calles the specific amount 
of $104.48.

Scottsdale resident John Crow 
gave Calles’ campaign the largest 
amount at $6.000. Sharon Reece, 
David Schwartz. Mark Calles, Jeff 
Corbin each gave exactly $1,041.98.

About $20,000 of the donations 
came through a Kickstarter fundrais-
ing event in late January.

“The overwhelming support we 

received at our kickoff fundraiser 
sends a clear message: the people of 
Glendale are ready for strong lead-
ership, accountability, and real re-
sults,” Calles said at that event. “I am 
deeply grateful for the confidence our 
community has placed in me, and I 
am energized to continue building a 
campaign focused on public safety, 
economic opportunity, and better 
neighborhoods.”

Calles spent $13,562.21 during 
the first quarter. The campaign spent 
$4,107.12 all told on its kickoff event.

Calles spent $2,669.10 on cam-
paign voter outreach and data from 
i360 LLC and another $2,500 in 
consulting fees paid to campaign 
manager Darius Diggs.

“This campaign is about restoring 
trust in local government and ensur-
ing every family feels safe, heard, 
upported,” Calles stated. “Together, 
we are building a movement that puts 
people first and delivers real solutions 
for Glendale.”

Reports
• From page 4
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NOW OPEN
Citadelle Center, a YAM Proper-

ties commercial center at the north-
west corner of Utopia Road and 59th 
Avenue, announced tenant growth 
with the recent openings of Fit Mind 
Wellness and Estetika Beauty Clin-
ic. Fit Mind Wellness offers mental 
health evaluation and counseling 
services for adults, children, teens, 
couples or families. Estetika Beauty 
Clinic arrives under the leadership 
of Jelena Radumilo, a nurse injector 
with advanced expertise in facial bal-
ancing and the Russian lip technique.

 
 On April 24, the western end of 

Glendale welcomed a new drive-thru 
restaurant open on 99th and Northern 
avenues, not too far from State Farm 

Stadium. The address of this new 
Whataburger is 9700 W. Northern 
Ave.

 The Coach Coffee Shop also 
opened April 24 in Tanger Out-
lets-Phoenix at 6800 N. 95th Ave., 
in Glendale. The coffee shop is 
inside the outlet mall’s Coach store. 
The New York-based brand is 
famous for its handcrafted leather 
bags also has a specialty coffee shop 
in several locations. This is the first 
Coach coffee shop in Arizona. 

 FightHard Promotions had its 
inaugural event at the West Valley 
Event Complex, 10020 N. Ball Park 
Blvd., Glendale, featuring several 
boxing matches, live music, a custom 
lowrider showcase and local food 
vendors

  2   

  1  Citadelle Center, a YAM Prop-
erties commercial center at the 
northwest corner of Utopia Road 
and 59th Avenue, announced tenant 
growth with the recent openings of 
Fit Mind Wellness and Estetika 
Beauty Clinic. Fit Mind Wellness 
offers mental health evaluation 
and counseling services for adults, 
children, teens, couples or families. 
Estetika Beauty Clinic arrives under 
the leadership of Jelena Radumi-
lo, a nurse injector with advanced 
expertise in facial balancing and the 
Russian lip technique.
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MAP NOT TO SCALE N

1

BUSINESS MOVES

CITADELLE CENTER

OPEN SOON
 KidsUnited fitness center is pre-

paring to open on the southwest cor-
ner of 75th Avenue and Rose Garden 
Lane. It is a youth soccer training 
center, that owner Sumit Arora fo-
cuses more on early childhood de-
velopment. The facility is already 
built will be open soon from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on weekends and 4-8 p.m. 
weekdays.

 Big Air plans to open later this 
year next to The Pickleball Space, 
at 5665 W. Bell Road. It will be a 
31,000-square-foot trampoline and 
adventure park.

UNDER  
CONSTRUCTION

 In late March, The Mangat 
Group announced plans to expand 
its industrial development footprint 
to four  flex industrial spaces, includ-
ing  a second project at its already 
announced Glendale site, at Glen-
dale Avenue and New River Road. 
A second development in Glendale 
adjacent to the site will feature 31 
units across 84,000 square feet. Each 
project will deliver small-bay indus-
trial spaces featuring a small office 
paired with rear warehouse function-
ality.

  3   
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10% OFF
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EDUCATION

Anish Padiyar learned  
first-hand about the  

neurological condition:  
‘It’s just a different  

ability’
By Steve Stockmar

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

What began as a personal chal-
lenge for one student at Mountain 
Ridge High School in Glendale has 
grown into a student-led effort to 
raise money — and awareness — for 
families navigating autism across the 
Valley.

For founder Anish Padiyar, the 
inspiration behind Autism: Bringing 
Change (ABC) is close to home. His 
brother, Avaneesh, 10, has nonverbal 
autism, a condition that has shaped 
his family’s daily life and revealed 
how difficult it can be for families to 

access therapy.
It pushed him to act.
“It’s not some community ser-

vice or community involvement 
topic,” said Padiyar, 17, and a se-
nior at Mountain Ridge. “It’s doing 
something that I genuinely connect 
to, doing something that our team, 
the community of Autism: Bringing 
Change, we all genuinely connect to 
the topic.”

Autism, a neurological condition 
that exists on a spectrum, affects 1 
in 36 children, according to national 
data. Advocates say awareness alone 
is not enough — acceptance and ac-
cess to services remain key challeng-
es, especially as many families strug-
gle with the cost of care.

Launched in 2022, ABC is a stu-
dent-run initiative aimed at helping 
families offset those costs while ed-

Inspired by little brother, 
Glendale student founds 

autism nonprofit

Autism: Bringing Change has organized a number of events over the past year for families touched by 
autism, including a group hike up Thunderbird Mountain. (Photo provided by Autism: Bringing Change)

• See Autism on page 9
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Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 8:00 pm • Sunday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  
www.TheLinksGrill.com 

18823 N Country Club Pkwy • Peoria

BUY ONE BREAKFAST 
GET ONE 50%50% OFF 
Mon - Sat 8am-10am only

Offer valid thru 05-31-26.

BUY ONE DINNER 
GET ONE 50%50% OFF 
Mon - Sat 4pm-8pm only

Offer valid thru 05-31-26.

No more waiting in line.  No more waiting in line.  
Try a New Spot in the Arrowhead Try a New Spot in the Arrowhead 

area, come check out..area, come check out..

Established since 2010Established since 2010

 Winner in 3 categories Winner in 3 categories

 

 
  

  

2025

WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

YourValley.net

WINNER

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner!   
From Eggs Benedict, French Toast & Skillets to Sandwiches, 

Burgers or Tacos. Fish Fry and Pasta. Daily Specials. 
Beautiful setting overlooking the Vistas Golf Course in Westbrook Village. 

ucating the community. The group 
is led by Padiyar as operations man-
ager alongside finance manager and 
Mountain Ridge senior Charan Arve-
ti, and outreach manager and Moun-
tain Ridge junior Ichcha Pandey.

Raising awareness starts at the 
very beginning of the autism journey, 
the same way it did for Padiyar and 
his family.

“We had to really get to know him, 
beyond just that brother-to-brother-
type of aspect,” Padiyar explained. 
“It’s seeing the world the way he sees 
it.”

Over the past year, students or-
ganized multiple fundraising events, 
including a basketball tournament, a 
community hike and a tennis tourna-
ment at Rose Mofford Sports Com-
plex. Together, the events drew more 
than 300 participants.

Planning wasn’t 
simple. As a stu-
dent-run effort 
without formal non-
profit backing early 
on, organizers had 
to build credibili-
ty with sponsors, 
secure venues and 
ensure safety pro-
tocols, including li-
ability waivers and 
first-aid readiness.

Despite those 
challenges, the re-
sults exceeded ex-
pectations.

The group set an 
initial fundraising 
goal of $500. By the end of the cycle, 
ABC raised $968.20, all of which was 
donated to AZA United, a nonprof-
it that provides therapy and support 
services to families across Arizona.

Beyond fundraising, students fo-
cused heavily on outreach. Social 
media efforts generated more than 

46,000 impressions, helping spread 
awareness about autism and the im-
portance of early intervention and 
support. During the holidays, ABC 
members also created handmade 
cards to thank therapists statewide.

Community partnerships played a 
key role, with support from organiza-
tions including Sewa International, 
Phoenix Jewel of the East Lions and 
ACE Tennis Academy.

Now, the group is 
looking ahead.

ABC plans to 
launch its next phase 
this spring, expand-
ing into city-based 
chapters in an effort 
to grow its reach and 
impact.

For Padiyar and 
his team, the mis-
sion remains person-
al — and ongoing.

“They say there’s 
no cure for autism, 
but if we really look 
at it this way, the 
cure is the people 
that they spend the 

time with,” he said. “For my brother, 
it’s not that autism needs a cure, it’s 
that if his family, the people he loves, 
is around him, we’re spending time to 
be spending time with us. What more 
do we want?”

Visit autismbringingchange.xyz to 
learn more.

Autism
• From page 8

“There’s so many older 
brothers out there and 

older sisters out there that 
have siblings of autism, 
parents with children, 

parents who have autism. 
But when they all spend 
time you hear the same 

things: they see that 
different ability. It’s a 

different level of fun being 
with them. They really 

make it more emotional.”
Anish Padiyar, 17, Mountain 

Ridge High School senior

Anish Padiyar, 17, and his brother Avaneesh, 10. 
(Photo provided by Anish Padiyar)
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Arizona must develop an  
immigration policy with  
empathetic values

Emma Lazarus is most known 
for words associated with Lady 
Liberty: “Give me your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses yearn-
ing to be free…”

It’s nothing new to most readers, 
but worth recalling for the pride 
and compassion conveyed by those 
words. 

Arizona has been experiencing 
an influx of immigrants. The large 
number of undocumented immi-
grants and the “huddled masses” 
are housed in detention facilities in 
Mesa and Phoenix. 

We think of being housed as 
an acceptable remedy. “Housed” 
implies that there is room to sleep 
safely, food to eat, clean water to 
drink and adequate sanitation fa-
cilities. After all, we are the United 
States of America, a country who 
prides itself in humane treatment 
for all who are here. 

Recent surprise visits to the 
Mesa facility contradict the val-
ues we hold dear. Rep. Adelina 
Grijalva, our newest Congressper-
son, found overcrowding by more 
than 100 (274 in a place meant to 
hold 157) detainees. People were 
sleeping on cement floors. Due to 
overcrowding, sanitation is disgust-
ingly lacking. Close interpersonal 
proximity has led to inappropriate 
contact, even resulting in pregnan-
cy.  

Is this America?  
Arizona is a border state with 

unique immigration problems, but 
we are part of the USA. We should 
represent our country as the place 
of open arms, not locked holding 
tanks.  

There are humane ways to 

handle immigration, but I ask that 
policy be developed with empathy 
and the values we’ve always held. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said: “Ulti-
mately, a great nation is a compas-
sionate nation.” 

Please help make it so in Arizo-
na.

Julie Skrzypek
GLENDALE

Arizona public school hiring 
should be more transparent 

At a time when public confidence 
in school oversight is under increas-
ing scrutiny, even routine decisions 
— like hiring teachers — deserve 
greater transparency than they often 
receive.

Public education operates on 
trust. Parents trust that the individu-
als standing in front of classrooms are 
not only qualified but also selected 
through fair, consistent processes 
grounded in objective standards. 
Taxpayers trust that decisions within 
publicly funded institutions are made 
with accountability and oversight.

What happens when that trust is 
questioned?

After nearly a decade of teaching 
in a public school district, I wasn’t 
retained following a hiring process 
that appeared to rely heavily on a 
brief, compressed interview, despite 
a documented history of strong per-
formance, including a recent “highly 
effective” evaluation.

OPINIONS
Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Take the Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarification 
or confirmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. 

Two submissions in the same issue 
will not be published. The content 
of a submission is the responsibility 
of the person who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 

Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. 
We offer a “right of reply” to the 

people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 

story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

LETTERS Speak Up
Read what local residents are 

saying about hot-button issues:

Below is a list of comments 
from people on Nextdoor who 
are speaking up on a number of 
topics from VAI Resort delays to 
schools closing and a drive-thru 
opening. 

Glendale approves giving 
95th Avenue right of way  

to VAI Resort

“Giving away more” — to a 
project that is still unfinished, 
started in 2021 (I believe). Was 
that what was voted on awhile 
back and the taxpayers did not 
approve of “giving away the 
land?” I don’t remember all the 
details. Personally I think it’s 
wrong — what have they (VAI 
Resort) given us/city of Glen-
dale? — Shelia Jocewicz

They need to launch an inves-
tigation on certain council mem-
bers and the mayor of Glendale, 
and you will learn where the 
money went. — Mark S.

Seriously all you complainers. 
Amazing work Glendale! It takes 
a lot of money and time to build 
a resort like that. Phoenix area 
and the West Valley especially is 
starved for entertainment, why 
do we have to go all the way to 
Scottsdale to do anything fun? 
Do you even know how much 
business this resort will bring 
not only to the city but all the 
surrounding area businesses? — 
Jennifer MW.

• See Letters on page 11 • See Speak on page 11
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While any individual hiring deci-
sion may involve multiple factors, the 
broader concern is whether objective 
performance data is appropriately con-
sidered or whether subjective process-
es are allowed to override established 
records of effectiveness.

This isn’t simply a personal matter. 
As a taxpayer and community mem-
ber, I have a vested interest in ensuring 
that public institutions operate trans-
parently and accountably. Hiring deci-
sions in education aren’t administrative 
formalities — they directly affect the 
quality of instruction students receive.

When decision-making processes 
lack clarity or consistency, it raises 
important questions:

Are the most qualified candidates 
being selected? Are established eval-
uation systems being meaningfully 
applied? Is there sufficient oversight to 
ensure accountability in these deci-
sions?

These aren’t abstract concerns. 
They go to the heart of public confi-
dence in our education system.

Transparency doesn’t require 

disclosure of confidential personnel 
matters, but it does require that sys-
tems be structured to ensure consisten-
cy, fairness and accountability. Public 
education deserves nothing less.

If we expect excellence in the class-
room, we must also expect integrity 
in the processes that determine who is 
permitted to teach.

That’s not just an employment issue 
— it’s a public issue.

Rod Wielkie
CHANDLER

Editor’s note: The author is a retired 
federal agent, military veteran and 
a former middle school social studies 
teacher.

Hamadeh’s approach to  
leadership of no benefit to 
8th District

Is Abe Hamadeh truly the person 
Arizona’s Congressional 8th District 
needs right now to represent us in 
Congress?  

He, along with the majority of 
other GOP colleagues in the House, 
continue to silently stand by even as 
Trump once again bulldozed over 

their congressional authority.
Here we are submerged in an 

unauthorized war, which had no im-
minent threat to begin with, and no 
clear groundwork or exit strategies. 

We’re all experiencing the fall-
out with even-higher prices on top 
of those created by illegal tariffs. 
As Hamadeh and his cronies in 
Congress shirk their constitutional 
responsibilities in order to appease 
the Oval Office, we all suffer. 

And, while we still await the 
full release of the Epstein files, the 
probable Epstein-Trump-Russian 
connection remains buried with 
them. With Pam Bondi gone, her 
replacement will be likely to cover it 
up even deeper.

I just don’t see how continu-
ing this congressman’s kowtowed 
approach to leadership will be of fur-
ther long-term benefit to any of us. 

We deserve better!

Karen Jones
SUN CITY WEST

Editor’s note: Congressional District 
8 includes parts of Glendale, Peoria, 
north Phoenix, Sun City, Sun City 
West and Surprise.

Speak
• From page 10

Letters
• From page 10

Fate of Peoria Unified schools 
to be closed comes into focus

Would love to see Prenda rent 

them out for private Prenda style 
teaching! — Debbie Kelly

Whataburger plans Glendale 
opening later this month

Love Whataburger, this will be 

much closer to me. — Michelle 
Bellows

I’m giddy over every single piece 
of land being used for a temporary 
building/business that benefits no-
body! — Anna Frevila

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Animal shelter’s sudden 
closure leaves employees  
in shock

Sun Valley Animal Shelter, 
a longtime staple of the West 
Valley’s rescue community, has 
closed amid financial challenges 
and employees saying they were 
given little warning.

The shelter at 7150 N. 110th 
Ave. in Glendale had a meeting 
with employees March 25 and 
informed them Phoenix-based 
HALO Animal Rescue would 
be taking over.

Read online: https://ti-
nyurl.com/yxpy37xj

Conchas councilman wins 
SRP board seat in sign of 
trend

While the highest profile rac-
es for Salt River Project board 
president and vice president saw 
Turning Point Action-backed 
candidates Chris Dobson and 
Barry Paceley win, a group of 
candidates SRP Clean Ener-
gy team won an 8-6 majority 
on the board for the SRP pow-
er utility, including Glendale 
Councilmember Lupe Conchas.

Read online: https://ti-
nyurl.com/2bx7he39
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Arizona Heart Specialists Welcomes Dr. Navya Vipparla, M.D. –
A Dedicated Advocate for Heart Health

As an addition to our established practice, Dr. Vipparla brings her expertise as a 
Board-Certified Cardiologist with a focus on women’s unique heart health needs, as well 
as comprehensive care for men, adults, and seniors. Based on her years of experience as a 
consultant cardiologist at Reno Veterans Hospital, she provides personalized care tailored to 
her patients’ wellness and longevity goals. As a physician, Dr. Vipparla believes that optimal 
health can be achieved at all ages and stages of life through advanced cardiovascular care.
Why Choose Dr. Vipparla?
Experienced in Women’s Heart Health—Addressing hormonal changes, stress, and 
often-overlooked symptoms. Comprehensive Care for All Adults—From prevention to chronic 
condition management. Support for Seniors—Focused on maintaining heart health and 
quality of life as you age. Remote Care Monitoring—Ensuring continuous care and peace of 
mind from the comfort of your home.

Start your journey toward a healthier heart by choosing care that focuses on your longevity and wellness. Experience the 
difference of a team of cardiologists who are dedicated to guiding your journey with expertise and compassion. Scan, call 
or text today to schedule your appointment and step into a healthier future with us.

Arizona Heart Specialsts welcoming patients at two convenient locations:
13041 N. Del Webb Blvd., Ste. 130, Sun City, AZ 85351 • 14418 W. Meeker Blvd., Ste. B-105, Sun City West, AZ 85375

623-300-1443 • info@arizonaheartspecialists.comARIZONA
HEART SPECIALISTS

Your Heart Deserves the Best

Redefining Cardiovascular 
Care in Sun City

Specialized diagnosis and treatment for heart and vascular conditions
Part of Honor Health through ICP network • In-network with most plans

Rapid Response: Same-day ‘Heart Blocks’ for urgent needs

Scan the QR code, text, or call to schedule your appointment 
today — because every heartbeat matters.
13041 N. Del Webb Blvd., Ste. 130, Sun City, AZ 85351

623-300-1443

Your Heart Can’t Wait. Neither Should You.

Services Highlight 
Preventive cardiology that anticipates your 
needs 
Chronic heart condition management 
tailored to your journey 
Remote care monitoring for continuous 
support 
We provide cardiology care focused on 
longevity through proactive wellness and 
preventive strategies 
A team that combines proven cardiology 
expertise with innovative care to support 
your heart health

Insurance and Accessibility 
We welcome most major insurances
Same-Day and flexible appointments 
catering to patients of all ages and health 
backgrounds a unified mission at two 
convenient locations

out dirty items,” Carr said. “We even 
met with Waste Management and 
talked about things like pizza boxes. 
They’ve told us the pizza boxes are fine. 
If it’s super greasy and disgusting, yeah 
it should go away. But for the most part, 
that material is going to dry out and get 
processed and it’s going to be fine.”

Glendale publishes quarterly up-
dates and they tend to vary wildly.

‘We’ve had months where we’ve 
been at 8%, 12%, 16%, and then it kind 
of goes back up. We’re now fluctuating 
between that 20% and 27%. The last 
three quarters, we were at 20%. Then 
this last quarter, we were 27%,” Carr.

Along with reducing contamination, 
another major objective is to raise the 
participation rate.

Participation is fairly consistent 
around the city, with about 60% of 
Glendale homes regularly recycling.

“I think the national av-
erage is less than 40% so 
we’re pretty good as far as 
the number of people putting 
containers out. It’s the weight 
that isn’t up there, so we need 
more volume in the contain-
ers.,” Carr said. “Then the 
contamination. Are they put-
ting out a full recycling can or 
are they putting out an extra 
trash can?”

The Wrong Stuff
That increase to 27% for January 

through March seems like an anomaly, 
since contamination percentage usually 
jump during the holidays and dips to 
start the year, Carr said.

Contaminated items are almost al-
ways those that residents incorrectly 
include in the can, led by anything in a 
plastic bag. At times, objects like elec-
trical cords and Christmas lights are 
mixed in.

“A few of our biggest contamination 

issues are with bags, plastic 
bags. Some of the messag-
ing we tried to put out early 
was everything needs to be 
unbagged. Once you throw 
everything into a bag, the 
system sees that as trash, 
when it could be a bag full of 
recycling,” Carr said. 

It fits into a category 
Carr calls “wish-cycling,” 
like pieces of metal or other 
household items that can’t be 
recycled at the city’s facili-

ties. That includes stuffed animals.
On the flip side, Glendale employ-

ees see big cardboard boxes out for bulk 
trash collection frequently, because 
people do not take the time to break 
them down and fit it in the recycle bin.

Field operations works with the 
city’s geographic information systems 
team to tag containers that have the 
highest contamination level.

Glendale recently completed an ed-

ucational outreach over the course of 
three weeks with new fliers and infor-
mation packets on every container in 
the area.

“There is a recycling education 
manager who is in schools educating 
kids,” said Lesley Miller, Glendale’s 
media relations and community pro-
grams manager.

In two years of its “blue barrel” 
program, new containers are in target-
ed areas and homes with broken, old 
containers. These reminders are rarely 
necessary in the residences north of Bell 
Road.

“In that particular area we hove low-
er contamination and higher participa-
tion, so it’s not somewhere that we fo-
cus a lot of attention on,” Carr said.

Less Waste
A fire closed Glendale’s materials 

recovery facility in 2022. The city pro-
cessed and sold its own materials.

WHAT TO  
RECYCLE

• Paper
• Plastic (not 
plastic bags)
• Cardboard
• Aluminum
• Tin

Recycling
• From page 1

• See Waste on page 20

FROM THE COVER
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O�ces, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

�

                   
40%

 
O

Plus
Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 5/31/26.
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SMILE CONFIDENTLY and
EAT COMFORTABLY with

Call to book an appointment at one of our locations! 
Peoria Location: ☏☏ 623-236-9133
8877 West Union Hills Dr., Ste. 100  

Scottsdale Location: ☏☏ 602-441-5529 
5533 E. Bell Rd., Ste. 120

www.galindoprosthodontics.com

YOUR SM ILE, OUR SPECIALTY! 

Daniel F. Galindo, D.D.S., F.A.C.P
The ONLY board-certified

prosthodontist in the West Valley. 
Experience matters!

GGAALLIINNDDOO
PPRROOSSTTHHOODDOONNTTIICCSS

If you are living with missing or damaged 
teeth, our team can change your life with 

dental implants in just one day using 
advanced technology that fits your needs. 

FAMILY OWNED

Check out ourFacebook!     GalindoProsthodontics Followus onInstagram    galindoprosthodontics

If you’re recovering from a disabling injury or illness, where

At ClearSky Avondale, our highly trained team, state-of-the-art 
facility, physician-led services, and integrative approach focus 
solely on treating patients experiencing:
•  Strokes
•
  

Brain injuries
•
  

Spinal injuries
•  Parkinson’s disease
•
  

Multiple sclerosis
•  Other medically-complex conditions

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please Call
623.404.4417

Choose ClearSky Rehabilitation Hospital of Avondale

SUCCESSFUL REHABILITATIONHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABILLLIIITATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTATIOTATATIOTA NNNNNNNIt ’s by choice.ISN’T BY CHANCE.

    ClearSkyHealth.com/Avondale
P 623.404.4417 | F 623.404.4416 | 10903 W. McDowell Road, Avondale, AZ 85392 |

Camelback Ranch posts best box office since COVID
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fans of the dominant Los Ange-
les Dodgers showed up at Camelback 
Ranch in 2026 even if the temperature 
pushed 100 and Shohei Ohtani was 
playing for Team Japan in Tokyo or Mi-
ami.

And the spring training ballpark’s 
other team, the downtrodden Chica-
go White Sox, were the surprise of the 
spring. According to Cactus League 
officials, the White Sox saw the biggest 
jump at the gate, averaging 5,155 per 
game at Camelback Ranch-Glendale, a 
12.9% increase over 2025.

Along with the Dodgers’ home aver-
age attendance of  10,322 — third high-
est in the Cactus League behind the 
Chicago Cubs and Arizona Diamond-
backs — the 2026 spring training aver-
age at Camelback Ranch was 7,739 per 

game for a total attendance of 232,155.
“The White Sox drew about half of 

what the Dodgers did and a lot of that 
starts with this young, exciting product 
on the field,” Camelback Ranch-Glen-
dale President and General Manager 
Matt Slatus said. “The White Sox have 
really become a nice opportunity for 
the local market to catch a game. The 
Dodgers fans come in droves and often 
buy the seats before we can make those 
West Valley Resident Pass seats avail-
able.”

All told, it is the ballpark’s best spring 
since the COVID-19 pandemic wiped 
out nearly two weeks of play in 2020. 
Only Salt River Fields at Talking Stick, 
home of the Diamondbacks and Colo-
rado Rockies, drew more total fans this 
spring.

Ohtani did not play his first game at 
Camelback Ranch until March 18 and 

Dodgers opening day starter Yoshinobu 
Yamamoto also was with Team Japan 
during the bulk of spring training.

Visitors from Asia have been a signif-
icant, and previously unexpected, boon 
since Ohtani signed with the Dodgers 
in late 2023.

“I don’t think the city could expect 
every single kid in Tokyo knowing 
where Glendale is,” Slatus said.

Yet the dropoff from 11,065 fans 
per game in only 12 games in 2025 to 
10,322 in 15 games this year was not 
steep, thanks to the Dodgers’ traditional 
fan base.

Slatus said many metro LA residents 
were willing to drive to the West Valley 
for a weekend to see the two-time de-
fending champs.

Older Valley fans grew up listening to 
Dodger games on KTAR 620 or KOY 
550 before the Diamondbacks debuted.

SPRING TRAINING

Glen Aveson, left, and Kevin Denney are the re-
spective superintendents for fields for each club 
that shares space at Camelback Ranch-Glen-
dale. (Steve Stockmar/Sun Life Magazine)
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A new chapter of connection is growing 
at Glencro
.

Children learning.
Young adults rebuilding their future.
Older adults sharing wisdom and 
community.

See modern aging in action. Tour and see the di
erence. 
623-847-3106 | GLENCROFT.COM | 8611 N. 67TH AVE GLENDALE, AZ 85302

With the opening of Bezos Academy Sahuaro Glenn in our 
Generations neighborhood, Glencro� is expanding its mission in a 
powerful way.

For more than five decades, Glencro� has believed that people thrive 
when they belong. Interactions between older adults, younger adults 
and children to create happy moments and connections that promote 
be�er communication and understanding across the generations

Today that vision includes every generation.

AFTER

Call today to schedule an appointment. 

Patients with diabetic foot wounds have up to a
70% mortality rate within 5 years—equal to
many forms of cancer.

Diabetic Foot
Wounds Can Be
Life-Threatening

Foot & Ankle
Specialists of
Arizona

PHOENIX 926 E McDowell Road, Suite 121 
Phoenix, AZ 85006

GLENDALE 18301 N 79th Ave. Bldg F #168 
Glendale, AZ 85308

SUN CITY WEST 13907 W Camino Del Sol, 
#101, Sun City West, AZ 85375

SUN CITY 10615 W Thunderbird Blvd. #C150 
Sun City, AZ 85351

T: 623.544.9090 | footandanklearizona.com

WE
ACCEPT

MEDICARE

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

PROTECT
WHAT YOU’VE BUILT. 

PLAN
WHAT COMES NEXT.

No legal advice given – Not a law firm

• Living Trusts & Wills
• Powers of Attorney

& Health Care Directives
• Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds

• Retirement Income Planning
• Insurance & Annuities

•  Roth Conversions

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

623-561-2323

99th Ave & Bell Road

OVER 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind
LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.
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Happy May, y’all! 
The temperatures are starting to rise, 

and if you’ve been thinking about adding 
some shade before the full heat hits,
now is the perfect time to get started!

Whether you’re looking to block 
that strong western aft ernoon sun from 
your home, cool down your front yard, 
or fi nally give your car a break from the 
heat—we’ve got you covered.

We’re fully stocked with:
  Fast-growing trees
  Drought-tolerant options
 Large statement trees & smaller 
accent trees

Some of our favorite varieties to plant 
right now (they love this warm-but-not-
hot weather) include:

Fruitless Olives, Red Push Pistache, 
Chinese Elm, Ficus Nitida, and all 
types of citrus.

Looking for privacy and greenery?
We’ve got beautiful hedge options like:

Green Hopseed, Sour Orange, Ficus 
Nitida, and Oleander—perfect for 
creating that lush, secluded feel.

 You can pick up directly from our 
holding yard in Laveen, or let us handle 
everything, including delivery and 
professional installation.

Call us today: (480) 299-2914
Mention this ad and enjoy 
10% OFF your order!

And remember what Charlie always 
says: “If you want to triple your home’s 
value, mature landscaping is what sells.”

Let’s get you started 

Stay safe and enjoy the sunshine!

Cheers,
Peregrine
Ball Nurseries
(480) 299-2914
ballnurseries.com

Sponsored Content
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Eagles beach pair leads drive for 5
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

O’Connor could not win four 
straight team Division I titles without 
elite beach volleyball players.

But they do not always arrive on 
campus that way.

Take this year’s top pair of seniors 
Kaylee Woodruff and Delaney Sin-
gleton. Woodruff was, and is, an elite 
youth swimmer that did not play beach 
volleyball until she was a sophomore. 
Singleton played beach from the begin-
ning but thought of herself as an indoor 
volleyball player.

“I was originally a swimmer,” Glen-
dale resident Woodruff said. “Then I 
quit club swim and I eventually came 
to finding sand volleyball because it 
was such a good environment and cul-
ture. They’ve won so many titles and it 
was an experience I was hoping to be a 
part of.”

Now Woodruff and Singleton are 
leading the Eagles’ drive for five. Both 
will play Division I college sand volley-
ball next year.

Singleton’s older sister, Kinsley, 
went to O’Connor and won both in-
door and beach state titles as a senior in 
2023-24. Kinsley Singleton now plays 
indoor volleyball at Oklahoma Univer-
sity.

Delaney Singleton said she learned 
quickly how good the coaching was 
and what a family environment the 
beach volleyball program has.

Singleton made the varsity her 
freshman year and had her first experi-
ence at Casteel High for the state finals.

“It was crazy to be part of that big 
environment,” Singleton said. “It’s 
very different from club because you’re 
playing in tournaments with your part-
ner and it’s just you two. It’s the first 
college-like environment you see.”

That was O’Connor’s second state 
title in 2023.

Jamey Spartz is in her 11th year as 
the Eagles’ beach volleyball coach.

 “You have to have all skills in beach. 
Kaylee is probably our full time blocker 
and Delaney is a split blocker, where 
she can block and play defense. In col-
lege she probably will be more of a de-
fender. Kaylee has this crazy big reach 
in front  and makes it hard for others to 
go around her.”

New to the sport as a sophomore, 
Woodruff said her coaches and college 
coaches saw her potential before she 
did.

She watched state title three in 
2024, which featured both Singleton 
sisters and lost two points all year.

“It was my junior year that I realized 
I’m playing D1 volleyball in college 
and I realized I really loved the sport,” 
Woodruff said.

The 2025 Eagles lost five points all 
season and swept Phoenix Xavier Prep 
in the Division I finals. Singleton was in 
the No. 1 pair while Woodruff elevated 
to the second pair.

The seniors were looking forward 
to being the top pair. It would have to 
wait, as Woodruff missed the first six 
matches with a broken wrist.

Fellow top senior Kaiya Kearney 
tore her ACL before the season started.

SPORTS

Coach Jamey Spartz has led O’Connor beach 
volleyball to four straight state titles. (Courtesy 
DVUSD)

• See Eagles on page 17
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Meet Dr. Amar Sharma, Internal Medicine - 
Redefining Care for Sun City, Peoria, and Glendale Adults and Seniors.

Tired of Feeling Like Just Another Patient?

What Does Better Health Mean to You? Let’s Talk.
Call 623.404.6777 or text today.

13041 N. Del Webb Blvd., Ste. 130, Sun City, AZ
     623.404.6777      623.250.0344
     info@greatcareandwellness.com

Dr. Sharma partners with you to craft personalized 
care plans that prioritize your unique health 
journey — because your well-being deserves 
more than a one-size-fits-all approach.

Focused on Preventive Care, Managing Chronic 
Conditions, and Empowering Patients to Take 
Control of Their Health. 

Welcoming Most Major Insurances | Same-Day Appointments | Flexible Scheduling for Your Convenience

SCAN  
QR CODE

That led into a 3-2 loss at Xavier 
March 4. It was the Eagles’ first loss 
since a 3-2 defeat at Millennium in 
2022.

Spartz said the timing of Xavier loss 
was great for this team long term.

“It’s a humbling feeling,” Spartz said, 
“For us it was, ‘We lost but we know we 
can do this if we do A, B, C and D.’ It’s 
good for them to be motivated and now 
we can be the underdog.”

Junior Logan Sutton took on a bigger 
role, as did sophomore Lara Hoppen-
worth in the fifth pair.

Woodruff came back for the March 
25 match at Horizon. She and Singleton 
have only seven matches together.

They have not lost a set.
“We’ve connected really well, just 

playing the last six games together,” 
Woodruff said April 17, before the play-
offs started.

Spartz said pairs two through five are 

flexible depending on the matchup.
The top pair is not up for debate.
“They’re both humble kids. They 

really understand the value of what it 
takes to be a leader,” Spartz said. “In 
a season, they got so much better. And 
then the next season they got so much 
better. It’s breathtaking to see where 
they are now.”

After her freshman year, Singleton 
said she realized she loved the environ-

ment of beach volleyball. She started 
playing in more club tournaments.

She set her sights on playing for the 
University of Hawaii, and signed with 
the Rainbows this year.

“Hawaii was definitely the dream 
from the start,” Singleton said. “When 
they reached out, it definitely was like 
a fever dream. The coach that recruit-
ed me is no longer there. But the coach 
that’s there now is amazing and I’m su-

per excited to go and learn from him.”
She plans to study biology and enter 

the medical field when she is older.
Woodruff did not expect to stay close 

to home. But she said she liked how 
Grand Canyon University coach Abra 
Rummel looked at her potential.

“Her program really can level me up 
and help me overall,” Woodruff said.

She will start as a business major but 
is also minoring in nutrition and sports 
medicine. Before that, though, the duo 
wants to help win title five, this time as 
the No. 2 seed. O’Connor beat Gilbert 
Perry 4-1 April 20 in the first round and 
Mesa Red Mountain 5-0 in the second 
round April 22.

As Spartz said, the Eagles cannot go 
through the playoffs arrogant. Top seed 
Xavier is very talented and deep. No. 
3 seed Notre Dame Prep won one of 
match against O’Connor April 8.

“It gives us a reality check of how 
hard we need to work to get where we 
want to be,” Singleton said. “We all 
know we have the potential and the 
skills.”

The top pair for four-time defending beach volleyball champion O’Connor, seniors Delaney Singleton, left, 
and Kaylee Woodruff smile as practice starts on April 17. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Eagles
• From page 16
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Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City • May 4, 2026 • Sundial Rec Center
Fountain Hills • July 7, 2026 • Fountain Hills Community Center

Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade
Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center 
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center 
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

City offers performing arts grant application all May
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale recently announced the 
opening of the 2026–27 Performing 
Arts Grant application window.

Continuing through Sunday, May 
31 artists and organizations are in-
vited to apply for funding to support 
vibrant and diverse performing arts 
programming within Glendale city 
limits.

This grant opportunity is open 
to projects in music, theatre, dance 
and spoken word, with funded per-
formances scheduled to take place 
between Sept. 1, 2026, and Aug. 31, 
2027. 

“There’s much more that unites 
us than divides us, and the arts are a 
great connector to the moments that 
bring us together,” Christopher Tay-
lor, Glendale’s Arts and Culture Ad-

ministrator, stated in a press release. 
“The Office of Arts and Culture is 
honored to be leading this program.”

Applicants can access full guide-

lines and submission materials here.
Artists seeking performance ven-

ues within Glendale, such as the 
Glendale Main Library Auditorium 

or Murphy Park, may request part-
nership opportunities. A Partnership 
Agreement Form is available.

There is a new requirement for 
2026–27. All grant recipients must 
either:

Be registered with the Arizona 
Corporation Commission, or provide 
an exemption letter confirming inde-
pendent contractor status.

This requirement has been incor-
porated into the application process 
to ensure clarity and compliance. 
Applicants with questions are en-
couraged to reach out.

For information about the Per-
forming Arts Grant program or ap-
plication requirements, contact the 
Glendale Arts & Culture Division 
at publicart@glendaleaz.com or call 
623-930-3557.

ARTS

Partners that Heal are a past recipient of a Glendale city performing arts grant. (City of Glendale)
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Better 
Hearing 
Month

Do You Struggle with:

• Difficulty hearing in background noise

• Frequently asking others to repeat 
themselves

• Turning the TV volume up higher than 
others prefer

• Trouble following conversations

• Ringing, buzzing, or humming in the 
ears (tinnitus)

Visit:
HBCABookOffer.com

Call (520) 492-0724
hearingandbraincenters.com

Relief from Hearing Loss and Tinnitus Guaranteed

Protect Your Hearing and Brain Health for a Brighter Tomorrow

Request your FREE 

copy of Dr. Darrow’s 

New Book,

Preventing Decline!

The tinnitus, the ringing, it’s gone. 
I don’t have to pretend as if I un-
derstand what you just said with a 
nod and smile. I really heard what 
you said. My mind is sharper!

– Jim Polito
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Glendale entered into a contract 
with Waste Management in December 
2022 to deliver materials to a facility in 
northwest Surprise.

“The city delivered 8,972 tons of re-
cyclable material to the WM recycling 
facility in 2025 — those materials were 
diverted from the landfill and given a 
second life as new products through 
the recycling process,” stated Clark 
Landrun, Waste Management’s public 
sector solutions manager, in an email.

It allowed Glendale to get informa-
tion about its contamination rates, Carr 

said.
“They can audit the loads and tell 

us how much residue is in each load,” 
Carr said. “It’s kind of a three-pronged 
thing. That effects how much we pay 
them for processing. It also effects what 
our goal is as far as reducing contami-
nation and how much of that material 
actually winds up in a landfill because 
of the contamination.”

Previously, city employees were 
driving to several locations causing more 
fuel use and wear and tear on trucks to 
Phoenix’s transfer station near Anthem. 
Glendale opened its own transfer sta-
tion. Now all city trucks dump recycling 
loads there. The material is loaded into 

one semi truck that takes material to the 
WM landfill. Carr said the change saves 
more than 1,000 miles a week. Waste 
Management invested $25 million to 
upgrade optical sorters at the Northwest 
Regional Recycling Facility in Surprise, 
Landrun stated. Optical separators use 
image sensors, light waves and jets of air 
to separate paper or plastic. This tech-
nology improves efficiency and accura-
cy in sorting recyclable materials. 

“Bagged material is the most perva-
sive contaminant — recyclables should 
be emptied loosely (not bagged) into 
the recycling cart. After bagged materi-
al, plastic bags/film, textiles (clothing), 
landscape debris, food and liquid are 

common contaminants,” Landrun stat-
ed. 

These items are also at the forefront 
of what retailers are shipping and what 
residents are putting in their recycling 
containers.

“I think the industry has adapted 
to the new style of waste stream. Ev-
erything is now being shipped to your 
home, so you’re seeing cardboard bags 
because Amazon likes to send you 
things in plastic bags. We’re seeing a 
lot more materials from home and the 
packaging is a little different — you 
know, clamshells and different things. 
So the industry is trying to adapt to that 
new material type,” Carr said.

The court found Calles submitted 
319 valid signatures, above the 217 re-
quired to solidify his place on the bal-
lot. Turner released a statement April 
17 and pointed out Como ruled Calles 
falsely signed 17 of the 49 petition 
sheets he submitted and invalidated 
the signatures on all 17 pages.

“I had hoped to convince the judge 
to throw out all 49 pages because 
Calles had committed election fraud 
by knowingly submitting false docu-
ments to our city clerk, but once Mr. 
Calles’ wife and attorney had both ex-
pressed that they felt Calles was sim-
ply ignorant, not fraudulent, I guess 
the judge went with that,” Turner 

stated.
Turner is the current Barrel District 

council member and decided not to 
seek a fourth term in November 2025.

In its statement, the 
Calles campaign reiter-
ated its belief the chal-
lenge brought about 
by Turner, who it calls 
Calles’ original oppo-
nent, was an attempt to 
shield Lisa Baker, his 

actual opponent, from facing Calles in 
the election.

“We want to be explicit. We can-
not corroborate these claims and are 
not presenting them as fact. That said, 
the optics here are concerning and, 
at minimum, give the appearance of 
a potential coordinated effort by Mr. 
Calles’ opponent that raises legiti-

mate questions for the public.” stated 
Darius Diggs, campaign manager for 
Calles.

Baker is also a first time candidate. 
She is a global real estate advisor for 
Russ Lyon Sotheby’s International 

Realty and has worked 
as a Realtor for more 
than 20 years.

“The Calles cam-
paign can make all the 
baseless claims it wants. 
It won’t change the 
truth,” Baker stated. 

Turner stated he believes Calles, af-
ter being a police officer for more than 
25 years, would know better than to 
put his signature to a false affirmation.

“The residents of Glendale want 
and deserve honesty from candidates 
for public office. Clearly they will 

need to look elsewhere on their ballot 
to find it,” Turner stated.

This is Calles’ first campaign.
“I’ve spent my entire career serv-

ing my community with integrity as 
a police officer, as a neighbor, and as 
someone who genuinely cares about 
the people of the Barrel District. I’ll 
be honest, this experience has been 
deeply disappointing. I never imag-
ined that stepping up to serve in a new 
way would be met with this kind of 
political attack. I believed this process 
would be about ideas, about service, 
and about earning the trust of voters, 
not about trying to take someone off 
the ballot. It’s disheartening, but it 
won’t shake my commitment to fight 
for a better, more honest kind of lead-
ership for our community,” Calles 
stated.
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INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

your news
your way

One price, endless news

Waste
• From page 12

Ruling
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Baker

Turner
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

AC/Heating

Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial

Schedule Your A/C Schedule Your A/C Tune-up Today!Tune-up Today!

623-999-8226
LevelUpHVAC.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#328964

Need a New System?
Mention this ad for a 
5% DISCOUNT 

ON NEW INSTALLATION 
AND FOR ALL VETS

WARM TEMPS ARE COMING!WARM TEMPS ARE COMING!
$8500 Installation Special

Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old Coatings

Serving the Valley Since 1987 
With No Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  
602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Electrical
Keeping your lights on 

since 1998

623-810-9788 • LakeElectricAZ.com
lakeelectrician@gmail.com : LakeElectricAZ

MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE HOME 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTION

Senior and veteran’s discounts

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL

Our electricians are highly trained and ready 
for any emergency electrical situation.

Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated
623-925-2424

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • License #300097

$200 Off 

A NEW 
DOOR

Garage Doors
LICENSED CONTRACTOR

Sales - Service - Installation

Residential Repair Specialist
Broken Springs & Cables

Panels & Rollers Replaced
New Garage Doors

Garage Door Openers
New Construction

Automatic Gate Motors

Cave Creek
Chamber Member

GARAGE DOOR 
REPAIR

480-451-1931

24 Hour

Service

Senior/Military Discounts
Locally Owned & Operated

SAVE 5%
WITH THIS ADROC 222636

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $45
 for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

To advertise visit:
iniusa.org/classifieds

MAKE
MONEY 

Classifi eds
get results!

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

Advertise Now! Call
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Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Moving/Hauling
SUN CITIESSUN CITIES

FIREFIGHTERSFIREFIGHTERS
MOVING

(602)4010886(602)4010886
  Operated by Operated by 
Local Firefi ghtersLocal Firefi ghters

  Packing Service Packing Service 
AvailableAvailable

  Free In-home Free In-home 
EstimatesEstimates

  Full Service MovingFull Service Moving
  Serving the Valley Serving the Valley 
for Over 30 Yearsfor Over 30 Years

fi refi ghtermoversaz.comfi refi ghtermoversaz.com

MOVINGMOVING

Painting

TOP QUALITY
Int & Ext Painting
Company Operating for 30 Years

FREE ESTIMATES!
623-221-7911

Email: dino@dinospainting.com

Licensed / Bonded
Insured / #234028

We BeatWe Beat
Any LicensedAny Licensed

Contractor’s Price!Contractor’s Price!

Painting

COMPLETE INTERIOR 
OR EXTERIOROR EXTERIOR

623-418-9194

$1.50/sf

COMPLETE INTERIOR COMPLETE INTERIOR 
PAINTING

11.. /sf/sf
1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT

27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business
Free Written Estimates • Pay Upon Completion

PAINTING

1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT
27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business

Includes 
Dunn Edwards 

Paints

Plumbing

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Licensed•Bonded•Insured•Lic# C37R122566•L37•122567

Quality Plumbing with Quality Service

Christopher Dobash
Owner

WATER, SEWER, GAS
Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

(623) 878-1102•dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Replacement of
* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
* Garbage Disposals

Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Remodeling

• BATH • KITCHEN • PAINT • CABINETRY
• DRYWALL REPAIRS  • WALLPAPER & POPCORN REMOVAL

• FLOORING • WINDOWS • DOORS • CROWN-MOLDING
• TRIM WORK • BASEBOARDS & MORE!

CUSTOM INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR PAINTING & FULL 

HOME REMODELING

11126 W. Wisconsin Ave, #5 - Youngtown
Licensed/Bonded/Insured Limited Liability Corp • ROC #155822 KB02

Listed HOA/PORA

▲▲▲▲▲
▲

▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲

▲
▲
▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲

▲

▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲
▲

▲
▲
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★
★

  
  

★
★

Serving
the

Northwest
Valley 

Serving
the

Northwest
Valley 

G&G Design & Remodeling

• Home Additions
• Patio Covers
• Kitchens & Baths

����
��������������

623-332-0672 ggdremodeling@cox.net
www.ggdesignremodeling.com �����������
�����

������� • �
�	������

G&G Design & Remodeling

• Home Additions
• Patio Covers
• Kitchens & Baths

����
��������������

623-332-0672 ggdremodeling@cox.net
www.ggdesignremodeling.com �����������
�����

������� • �
�	������

Remodeling

Plumbing

Remodeling

Landscaping
LANDSCAPING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623-687-6312623-687-6312
firstoptionlandscaping.com

ROC#344171

FIRST OPTIONFIRST OPTION
LANDSCAPELANDSCAPE

DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service 

Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting

JLC ROOFING 
                           INC.
FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

FREE ESTIMATES
 ALL TILE ROOFS 
 ALL SHINGLE ROOFS
 ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings
30+ Years Experience in AZ

ROC#122805
Call Today

623-878-9832

LICENSED BONDED

623-878-9832

FREE
ESTIMATES

Call Today ROC#122805

30+ Years Experience in AZ

p  ALL TILE ROOFS  
p  ALL SHINGLE ROOFS 
p  ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings

Roofing

FREE
ESTIMATES

602.580.4181
LuxeRoofingAZ.com

TILE UNDERLAYMENT 
•SHINGLES •REPAIRS

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

ROC# 360893 | Licensed, Bonded

Roofing

PPHHIILLIIPPSS
RROOOOFFIINNGG  LLLLCC
BONDED / INSURED

philipsroofing@cox.net

-All employees
verified

-Free estimates
valleywide

-40 years experience
in AZ

-Licensed contractor
since 2006

pphhiilliippssrrooooffiinngg..oorrgg
RESIDENTIAL  ROC223367

COMMERCIAL

662233--887733--11662266

Roofing

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classi�eds

BUSINESS
&

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Join the many
businesses that use our

Call us to advertise

Call us for details
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

Lorem WANT TO SEE EVEN MORE CLASSIFIED ADS?
�����������������������������
����������

Call or go online to
place your ad today!

Make Room
for Change!
With the Classi�eds, you can clear
the clutter, earn extra cash and �nd
great deals on the things you really want! 623.972.6101

iniusa.org/classi	eds

 $20Rates
starting at
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Roofing
ROOFING

Free 
Estimate

• Shingles 
• Tile Roofs
• Coatings 
• Repairs
• Solar Removals

30 Years Quality  
Experience

Insurance Work

602-810-3355

PORA/HOA • Bonded • Insured • ROC #194699

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
• Residential-Commercial 
• Roof Replacement & Repair 
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,
 Flat & TPO Roo� ng

MONSOON
SPECIAL

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591
Roc #324307

Shredding

• Paper
• All shredded paper 

is recycled
• Hard Drives 

in/out of Laptop/Computer
• iPads, Tablets, 

Cell Phones, Etc.

ABCO Shredding Services

602-374-4408 
www.abcoshredding.com

2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

...more than just paper shredding
• Witness the shredding 

9am-2:00pm M-F or drop 
o�  9am-2:30pm

• A Certifi cate of 
Destruction is included 
on the receipt.

• Pickup Service Available

Tree Removal

• Trimming
• Removals
• Stump Grinding

BENNETTBENNETT
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Professional Arborist Tree Care

Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

623-204-1225623-204-1225

Senior
Discounts

Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofing

o Take the high road.  Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain 
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

o Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s 
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions. 
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

o Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty. 
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid 
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of 
information that others may question. 

o Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not 
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or 
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words 
of others, identify and credit the source.

o Listen & learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts 
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully 
seeking out views that don’t agree with your own.

o Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

o Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves 
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially 
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

o Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public 
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these 
civil behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be 
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take 
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Civility Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues

Be a Civility Advocate!

Advertise in our Business
and Service directory and
connect with  thousands
of potential customers!

Call 623-972-6101 for details today.
iniusa.org/classifieds
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ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 198009 - 082024 - 318282 

www.JBSroofingAZ.com

EASY

FINANCING

AVA I L A B L E
!

ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 082024 - 318282.

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N

 (BUT HERE WE ARE.)

If your roof could
it wouldn’t need you.

And you wouldn’t need us.

FIX ITSELF

 New Construction, Repairs, 
 Recovers, Maintenance

 Installation of Gutters

 Shingles, Tile, Built Up, Single Ply,
 Foam & Coatings, Metal, Shake
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