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On top of a hill above Papago Park 
is the Arizona Heritage Center mu-
seum in Tempe. A 30-year-old brick 
façade with a desert garden courtyard 
hosts hundreds of people and events 
year-round. In August 2025, disaster 
struck.

Several devastating monsoons and 
storms brought at least 2 feet of water 
to the museum’s Steele Auditorium, 
causing the area to fl ood signifi cantly 
for months and leaving the adminis-
tration to make diffi  cult decisions on 
how to proceed.

“Oddly enough, the day of the 

fl ooding was the day we were doing 
our emergency management tour so I 
thought I was getting my leg pulled,” 
said David Breeckner, executive direc-
tor of the Arizona Historical Society.b

“It was devastating though, and 
then for two months we would pump 
it out day by day and then the water 
would return,” he said.

Breekner said the property was 
built before Papago Park and the ad-
ditional landscaping and construc-
tion could have resulted in creating a 
fl oodplain for the area of the property 
where the auditorium is located.

Because of the fl ooding, the Arizo-
na Historical Society held its annual 

Historymakers Gala at the Scott Ho-
tel and Resort instead of the Heritage 
Center.

On the night of April 15, the nine 
who were chosen for the award were 
honored with an exhibition of their 
own.

The award recipients cut the rib-
bon to symbolize the display of the 
Historymakers and the renovations to 
the property that are yet to be com-
pleted.

The Heritage Center will close in 
July for massive remodels, but the 
Historical Society will remain strong, 
Breeckner said as the group plans to 

Tempe council 
won’t allow 
Marshall on 

Spence project 
to push deadline

By Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Nearly a year a er presenting 
to the Development Review Com-
mission, rezoning for the Marshall 
on Spence apartments, planned for 
Rural Road and Apache Boulevard, 
has still not been put to a vote by 
the city council.

During the April 16 regular 
meeting, Mayor Corey Woods 
suggested to council the numerous 
project delays have been excessive 
and that June 4 would be the fi nal 
date the council would hear the re-
zoning request.

“I would like to see if the June 
4 regular meeting could be a fi rm 
date and we would not grant any 
continuances,” said Mayor Woods.

The council voted unanimous-
ly to allow the hearing to move to 
June 4 for the project to be rezoned 
to a mixed-use property instead of a 
residential one.
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Bob Boze 
Bell, left, 
Diana “Dede” 
Divine, John 
Graham, 
Dr. Oliver 
and Sharon 
Harper, Dr. 
Sister Adele 
O’Sullivan, 
Ron Rayner, 
Eric Reiman 
and Dr. Duane 
Wooten stand 
in front of the 
new display 
at the Arizona 
Historical 
Museum. 
(Independent 
Newsmedia/
Madeline 
Bates)
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Mesa, AZ — The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with 
prescription drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These drugs 
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are 
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause you to 
feel uncomfortable and have a variety of 
harmful side effects 

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy 
is a result of damage to the nerves often 
causing weakness, pain, numbness, 
tingling, and the most debilitating balance 
problems. This damage is commonly 
caused by a hands and feet which causes 
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to 
lack of nutrient flow.

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood 
vessels that surround the nerves become 
diseased they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to “die” 
they cause you to have balance problems, 
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and 
many additional symptoms. The main 
problem is that your doctor has told you 

to just live with the problem or try the drugs 
which you don’t like taking because they 
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now 
a facility  right here in Mesa that offers you 
hope without taking those endless drugs 
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity 
examination at the end of this article) In 
order to effectively treat your neuropathy 
three factors must be determined.

1)  What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been 
sustained?

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve 
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for 
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition 
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen 
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow, 
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you 
back to health is our new $50,000.00 
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art 
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic 
unit to accurately determine the increase 
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to 
accurately determine the increase in small 
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system 
delivers energy to the affected area of your 
body at varying wavelengths, including 
both low-frequency and middle-frequency 
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated 
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM) 
signaling. During a treatment session, the 
Sanexas system automatically changes to 
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric 
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS 
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare 
restrictions apply) Depending on your 
coverage, your treatment could be little to 
no cost to you! 

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 
determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have 
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage 
there is hope! 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

480-796-1136
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/ 
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed 
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this 
chronic pain and neuropathy severity 
examination from now until June 30, 
2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an 
appointment to determine if your chronic 
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are 
limiting this FREE consultation to the first 
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER 
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes 
to our voicemail, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you asap.
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COMMUNITY

Homeless outreach organization 
moves locations

By Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Aris Foundation, a Tem-
pe-based organization that helps 
homeless individuals, has been relo-
cated to the University Presbyterian 
Church at 139 E. Alameda Drive for 
its weekly dinner and gathering to 
help those in need.

The previous location was the 
parking lot of Mountain Park Health 
Center in Tempe. When they an-
nounced they would be changing 
their hours, they also said Aris would 
not be able to operate its services due 
to the new hours.

“We’re here in such a magical 
place, it’s such a great location,” said 
Katherine Kouvelas Edick, founder 
and CEO of Aris.

Electricity, air-conditioning and 
bathrooms are a few of the amenities 
the volunteers and recipients enjoy 
about the new space.

“This saves me from a lot of stuff  
because if not, I’d be too focused on 
the things that go on out here,” said 
Chris Wyatt who has been coming to 

Aris gatherings for about two months.
Wyatt has been homeless for about 

two years and said that being in the 
heat can get tiring, but having a place
for a meal and community is worth 
returning to.

Aris also partners with Crossroads, 
a rehabilitation center that helps those 
on the streets connect with resources 
to end addiction and build a commu-
nity while they recover. Meals for the 
community rotate every week and 
food boxes are available for those who 
are food insecure

“They’re just an excellent orga-
nization and we have a really great
partnership,” said University Presby-
terian elder Jo Lewis.

Lewis is also the director of mis-
sion services and says Aris’s mission
to help those in need aligns perfectly 
with the church.

Aris and Crossroads are always 
open to donations and Aris welcomes 
new volunteers for meal preparation
every month.

To learn more about Aris or to 
give, go to https://arisfoundation.org.

Crossroads employees prepare dinner for almost 200 people in the new space at University Presbyteri-
an Church in Tempe. (Aris Foundation)
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• Appointment-based,

small-group personal training 

(3–6 per session)

• Individualized coaching and programming built 

specifically for you

• A structured plan aligned to your goals, experience, and injury history

• A coaching environment that drives consistency, accountability, 

and real progress

1720 E. Warner Rd. Ste 3, Tempe AZ 85284

Call or Text Today 620.560.4336
@alloy.southtempe
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Tempe renames March 31 Cesar Chavez Day 
following assault allegations

By Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The city of Tempe has renamed 
March 31 “Cesar Chavez Day” to 
“Women Farmworkers Day” fol-
lowing accusations of assault that 
came to light weeks ago. 

As part of city employee con-
tracts, Tempe once celebrated 
March 31 with a paid holiday rec-
ognizing Cesar Chavez and his 
work as a leader in the farmworkers 
movement. The holiday will still be 
a paid day off for employees, but 
will go under a different name.

“This is a council in a city that 
continues to stand with women, vic-
tims and survivors of sexual abuse. 

I really appreciate the fact that our 
staff came together so quickly and 
had a robust conversation on nam-
ing this day after women farmwork-
ers,” Mayor Corey Woods said at 
the end of the March 26 council 
meeting.

The change comes after the New 
York Times published an investiga-
tion where three women, includ-
ing famed activist Dolores Huerta, 
claimed that Chavez sexually as-
saulted them for years resulting in 
decades of trauma as well as two 
children that Huerta gave up for 
adoption.

The investigation found docu-
ments, letters and witness testimo-

ny that aligned with the stories of
the three women who spoke out.

The council did not vote on a
resolution, but instead had a discus-
sion with the six-sided partnership
that consisted of United Arizona
Employees Association, Tempe Of-
ficers Association, Tempe Super-
visors Association, International
Association of Fire Fighters, Con-
fidential Employees and the Senior
Management Team. 

The group will come togeth-
er later in the year to discuss what
the holiday will be permanently re-
named beginning in 2027.  
To voice your opinion on this story, connect with us

at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

HOLIDAYON YOURVALLEY.NET
Tempe shooter to serve 
life in prison for 2023 
murder of girlfriend

A Valley man was sentenced 
to life in prison and an additional 
26 years for the murder of his 
girlfriend in Tempe in 2023.

Adrian Aguilar, 23, received 
the sentence for the murder of 
his 19-year-old girlfriend, Amira 
Cro on, in Tempe, according to 
a press release from the Maricopa 
County Attorney’s Offi  ce.

Go to https://tinyurl.com/mr-
4wm798

Palm fronds collapse 
on tree trimmer in Tempe 

A 57-year-old man died the 
morning of April 12 a er a palm 
skirt, which offi  cials said can weigh 
hundreds of pounds, fell on him 
while he was trimming a tree in 
Tempe, police said. 
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ANNIVERSARIES

OPENINGS

LIQUOR LICENSES

KB HOME

MAP NOT TO SCALE N

LIQUOR LICENSES
The Tempe City Council on April 16 
was slated to make a recommendation 
to the Arizona Department of Liquor 
License and Control for the approval 

for:

• A series 10 beer and wine store 
liquor license for Hive Grab N 

Go Holdings LLC, dba Hive Grab N 
Go, 425 S. Mill Ave. No. 108 in Tem-

pe. Korey James Stern is the agent. 
This application is for an established 
business applying for a new license.

• A series 11 hotel/motel liquor 
license for 601 South Ash Ave 

Property Owner LLC, dba Sonesta 
Select Tempe, 601 S. Ash Ave. in 
Tempe. Amy S. Nations is the agent. 
This application is for an existing 
location with a new owner. The ap-
plication includes a contiguous patio 
as part of the licensed premises. The 
applicant is operating with an interim 
permit.

• A Series 12 restaurant liquor li-
cense for Culinary Gangster Mill 

Ave Inc, dba Culinary Gangster, 501 
S. Mill Ave. in Tempe. Rocco Richard 
Raschillo is the agent. This applica-
tion is for a new business applying 
for a new license. This application 
includes a contiguous patio as part of 
the licensed premises.

• A series 12 restaurant liquor li-
cense for Purely Rice LLC, dba 

Thai Rice Table, 825 W. University 
Drive in Tempe. Jittarath Voraprecha-
panich is the agent. This application 
is for a new business applying for a 
new license at an established location 
that did not previously hold a liquor 
license. This application includes 
a contiguous patio as part of the li-
censed premises.

COMING SOON
KB Home is relocating its cor-
porate headquarters from Los 

Angeles to Tempe. The new headquar-
ters will be located at Hayden Ferry 
Lakeside in Tempe in the spring of next 
year,  company offi  cials announced. 
KB Home will continue to maintain 
a presence in California through its 
six operating divisions. The company 
operates in 49 markets and has built 
more than 700,000 homes in its nearly 
70-year history, a release stated.

If you have a new business 
that has just opened, is under 

construction or is celebrating an 
anniversary, please email rdyer@

iniusa.org

Relive Health recently had a 
grand opening at 2010 E. Rio 

Salado Parkway No. 117 at Tempe 
Marketplace with a ribbon cutting, 
raffl  es, week-long Botox, fi llers, laser 
and esthetics specials, plus compli-
mentary consults for weight loss, hor-
mones and peptides. https://tinyurl.
com/3pa9h m

The Tempe location of Bahama 
Buck’s recently celebrated its 

20th anniversary. Once on the Arizona 
State University campus in the Memo-
rial Union, the business later moved to 
1006 E. Warner Road for more space to
serve the rest of the Tempe community. 
Bahama Buck’s is open from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. and closed on Sundays. https://
bahamabucks.com/shop/tempe
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• GATE EXPANSIONS 

• PRIVACY WALLS 

• NEW CUSTOM GATES

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

Text/Call 480.331.3704480.331.3704 • RenovateYourGate.com

   LOCAL FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

YOUR GATE NEED AN UPDATE?YOUR GATE NEED AN UPDATE?

• DOG RUNS

• TRELLIS 

• SECURE KEYPAD ENTRY
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1 WEEK FREE TRIAL or  1 WEEK FREE TRIAL or 
3 WEEK TRIAL $493 WEEK TRIAL $49 Chandler Blvd
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From HIIT To FitFrom HIIT To Fit
HiitZoneHiitZone

4232 E Chandler Blvd  Suite 16 | Phoenix, AZ 85048
HiitzoneAhwatukee  |  Hiitzone.live

(480) 231-2070 | tammy@hiitzone.live

Tempe approves massage parlor despite neighborhood opposition
By Madeline Bates

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Ben Zheng and his family have 
been trying to open a new massage 
parlor for months now. The process 
was halted a er neighbors agreed they 
did not want a massage parlor at the 
corner of Kyrene and Warner in Tem-
pe, about two miles from the address 
where Zheng and his family planned 
to open Massage Aces.

Matt Smith, a long-term resident 
of the Warner Ranch neighborhood 
and self-employed designer, gath-
ered more than 55 signatures from 10 
neighborhoods that agreed that they 
opposed a new massage parlor in the 
area.

Smith argued at the March 26 
Tempe City Council meeting that 
a new massage parlor would not be 
benefi cial for the area and that other 

businesses had poor reviews, making a 
poor reputation for the area. He origi-
nally took his request to the Develop-
ment Review Commission and now 
the city council, where he argued that 
a massage parlor would 
not benefi t the area. 

“Massage establish-
ments have an uncanny 
ability to present them-
selves in one way than 
what they represent in 
reality,” Smith said.

Smith referred to Criterion C of the 
reasons to fi le an appeal, which states 
that the establishment should not con-
tribute to the “deterioration of the 
neighborhood or to the downgrading 
of property values, which is in confl ict 
with the goals, objectives or policies of 
the area.”

Zheng and his family applied for a 
use permit to open Massage Aces at 

1761 E. Warner Road, on the corner 
of Warner and McClintock, to relo-
cate their business for more space. 
The family currently owns Golden 
Refl exology across the street from the 
proposed address.

“When they fi le a use permit, what 
is represented on the permit is o en not 
what they off er. One-star reviews will 
tell you that these places misrepresent 
what they do,” Smith said. “Consider 
what kind of Tempe you want to live 
in,” he said in his closing statement.

Many of the poor reviews of other 
massage places cite poor communica-
tion, rude service or unclean spaces.

Ryan Levesque, deputy communi-
ty development director for the city, 
said Tempe Police have not received 
any complaints of misconduct, and 
there are no open investigations of any 
massage parlor in the area.

Zheng spoke on behalf of his fami-

ly and shared that the business would
be open to routine inspections and
comply with all city regulations and
requests.

“What Mr. Smith mentioned about
the transparency of the windows does
not apply here,” Zhang said with his
interpreter during the meeting.

He also noted the city has the right
and the power to conduct inspections
at any time and that the business
would consent to a search at any time.

Smith denied an in-
terview and did not 
share how he felt at the 
end of the night a er the 
council unanimously 
denied his request.

“I didn’t realize that 
Golden Refl exology 

was owned by the same group, and
seeing that there has been no issues

BUSINESS

• See Massage on page 9

Ryan Levesque

Randy Keating
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NO INSURANCE?
FREE membership 
with our in-house 

discount plan
(call for details)

NewDental Patients Welcome

Scan To Request 
Appointment

We accept 
Most 

insurance 
& Medicare 

plans

$49
new patient exam
includes comprehensive exam 

& full mouth digital images
WARNER VILLAGE COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 
prior services. Expires 5/31/26

60% OFF
two porcelain 
veneers $1,599

($3,094 value)
call for free consultation

WARNER VILLAGE COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
Smile design not included. Some restrictions 

may apply. Expires 5/31/26

8675 S. Priest Dr. #101 • Tempe
Call 480-961-0600 • Text 520-428-7167

www.FamilyDentistryAZ.com

Sedation 
dentistry

Different Types of Implant 
Supported Denture

        

RIMA PETERS, DMD
• Adult & Kids’ Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry, Crowns, Bridges, Implants,   
  Veneers & Botox Treatment
• Adult & Kids’ Orthodontics, Braces & Invisalign®
• Adult Oral Conscious Sedation
• Full Mouth Reconstruction
• Root Canal Treatment
• Implants

DR. MARK LAMBRON
• Wisdom Teeth Extraction
• IV Sedation

JOHN A. CIANCIOLA, 
DDS, MSD
• Double Board Certified in Periodontology & Implantology
• Periodontal Treatment including gum & bone grafting
• Implant Placement

Bahama Buck’s turns 20, from national 
brand to Tempe staple

By Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

In the summer of 1990, Blake 
Buchanan started the fi rst Baha-
ma Buck’s in Lubbock, Texas. In 
2005, the brand came to Arizona and 
opened in Tempe. Now the Tempe 
location is celebrating 20 years of 
“Sno.”

“We’re a family business that feels 
like family,” said Tyler Girtman, who 
owns the Tempe location with his 
wife, Ashley.

Once on the Arizona State Univer-
sity campus in the Memorial Union, 
the business moved to 1006 E. War-
ner Road for more space to serve the 
rest of the Tempe community.

While the offi  cial anniversary was 
in November, the Girtmans wanted 
a spring celebration for the warmer 
weather to pair with their tropical fl a-
vors.

To celebrate, Girtman and the 
crew hosted several deals on April 
24 to celebrate the 20th anniversary 
with a chance to win Bahama Bucks 
for a whole year.

“In 20 years, I hope we’re still cel-
ebrating that same feeling when you 

walk in for a fi rst date or a birthday. I 
hope we continue being a staple,” he 
said.

Guests can expect all of the Baha-
ma Bucks favorites as well as deals on 
dirty sodas, Dr. Pepper releases and 
prizes.

Bahama Buck’s is open from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. and closed on Sun-
days.
To voice your opinion on this story, connect with us 

at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

REFRESHMENTS

Ashley and Tyler Girtman, owners of four Bahama 
Buck’s locations. (Ashley and Tyler Girtman)

with the business owner or the estab-
lishment, I wouldn’t feel good about 
myself voting to deny someone the 
opportunity to do business in the city 
of Tempe,” Councilmember Randy 
Keating said.

Councilmember Nikki Amberg 
agreed.

“I don’t from a legal standpoint 
think I can sit here and say I am going 
to deny the ability to open up a mas-

sage parlor or any massage establish-
ment,” Amberg said.

Vice Mayor Doreen Garlid moved 
to deny the appeal and approve the use 
permit but with the stipulations from 
the Development Review Commis-
sion that included transparent win-
dows.

The motion passed unanimous-
ly and Massage Aces will move for-
ward with construction in the follow-
ing months. Zheng says they plan on 
opening before the end of 2026.

To voice your opinion on this story, connect with us 
at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

Massage
• From page 8
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Learning begins early in Kyrene.
Kyrene preschools prepare children for a lifelong love of learning. 

Customize your preschool experience with flexible scheduling and a 
variety of program options to meet your child’s unique needs.

New for 2026-27: Kyrene is launching regional preschool 
locations that bring collaborative teaching teams together 

and surround students with educators. 

Enrollment is now open for children ages 3 to 5.
www.kyrene.org/preschool   480-541-1000

Create
Learn

Explore
Crea

SCAN CODELEARN MORE ABOUT KYRENE PRESCHOOL

EDUCATION

Kyrene school makes 
fi nal 8 in reading contest

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A Kyrene District elementary 
school reached the fi nal eight in a 
reading contest as part of the NCAA 
Women’s Final Four.

Kyrene de la Colina Elementary 
School in Ahwatukee is among the 
top four 2026 prize winners in the 
Read to the Final Four, a statewide 
literacy competition affi  liated with 
the 2026 NCAA Women’s Final 
Four — the national college basket-
ball fi nale that downtown Phoenix 
hosted April 2-5.

Colina was joined by Mary 
C. O’Brien Elementary in Casa 
Grande, Sun Canyon Elementary 
and Villa de Paz Elementary School 
in Phoenix in advancing to the Final 
Four of the contest. 

Colina edged out a tough East
Valley competitor. Chandler Tradi-
tional Academy Freedom, a Chan-
dler Unifi ed school, that made the
Final Four in the 2024 contest,
when the men’s championship was
played in Glendale. CTA Freedom
made the fi nal eight round this year.

The Final Four schools were cel-
ebrated on Thursday, April 2, at
the Phoenix Convention Center.
O’Brien from Casa Grande was
awarded a grand prize of $5,000 to
support reading, literacy or library
programs, and each of the three run-
ner-up schools was awarded $2,500,
according to a news release. 

Read to the Final Four is free and
open to public schools statewide.

Kyrene de la Colina Elementary School in Ahwatukee was among the top four 2026 prize winners in 
the Read to the Final Four, a statewide literacy competition affi  liated with the 2026 NCAA Women’s 
Final Four in downtown Phoenix. (Courtesy of Phoenix Final Four Committee)

• See Reading on page 12
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Kyrene school board hears fi rst read of regulations 
regarding parental involvement

By Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Kyrene Elementary School 
District governing board recently 
completed the fi rst read of several 
policies relating to patriotic state-
ments, student health and police in-
terviews.

The board voted to approve the 
fi rst read of these provisions as rec-
ommended by the state Legislature 
for all schools. The board will hear a 
second reading at the next meeting 
on April 28.

“A lot of these are rules that we al-
ready have in place,” Superintendent 
Laura Toenjes said before the board’s 
discussion.bbb

The board showed their concerns 
regarding student safety and parent 

choice regarding health protocol, as 
the new provision allowed parents 
and guardians to request the health 

certifi cates and qualifi cations of the 
adult who helps them.

Member Bunny Davis suggested 

the language and policies be more

A sign that reads ‘Kyrene School District’ on a blue wall of a balcony at the Kyrene Administrative Building. (Independent Newsmedia/Madeline Bates)

• See Board on page 12
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clear on the website and in other 
places parents can fi nd the informa-
tion about the district’s new and ex-
isting policies.

“We don’t lose anything by telling 
them more than once,” she said.

The next required students to re-
cite the Pledge of Allegiance and 

learn about the Constitution. The 
provision also included age-appropri-
ate education of Sept. 11, 2001, for 
students in grades 7 to 12.

Member Cedric Collins, a high 
school teacher, recognized some par-
ents may want their student to opt 
out of saying the Pledge of Allegiance 
or learning about some topics of our 
country.

“I live in the real world, sometimes 
there’s retaliatory action against peo-

ple if they choose not to do things,” 
Collins said.

The board concluded that while 
parents and students might disagree, 
it is the student’s right not to partic-
ipate.

Jordan Ellel, attorney for Kyrene 
and the surrounding school districts, 
gave his input and helped to clarify 
language for the board. He said re-
taliation language can mirror existing 
language in Title 9 laws.

The fi nal provision would require 
parents to be notifi ed within a reason-
able time should a police offi  cer inter-
view a student.

Should offi  cers interview a stu-
dent, they are already required to fi ll
out a form and parents are required
to be notifi ed; however, the language 
about how soon or o en a parent
should be notifi ed was not defi ned.
To voice your opinion on this story, connect with us 

at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

The NCAA launched the program 
in 2016 and has continued it annu-
ally in collaboration with Final Four 
host communities.

Sponsored by the Helios Educa-
tion Foundation, Read to the Final 
Four is a free statewide challenge 
that encourages Arizona third-grad-

ers to build strong reading habits 
through a bracket-style competition 
based on average minutes read per 
week.

Third grade marks a critical stage 
in literacy development, as students 
transition from learning to read to 
reading to learn.

Since the competition’s launch 
on Nov. 3, 2025, 190 schools and 
12,082 third-grade students across 
Arizona have logged a combined 

17.8 million minutes read.
With four schools making in the 

Challenge Bracket, four additional 
schools advanced to the program’s 
Best of the Rest bracket, joining 182 
schools continuing to participate, 
the release states.

Schools competing in the Best of 
the Rest bracket may receive books 
to support their libraries and literacy 
programs.

Read to the Final Four was fi rst 

introduced in Arizona during the 
2017 NCAA Men’s Final Four and 
returned in 2024, with the pro-
gram now reaching more students 
than ever ahead of the 2026 NCAA 
Women’s Final Four.

Since its introduction, the con-
test has engaged more than 70,000 
third-graders statewide, resulting in 
61.8 million minutes read, the re-
lease states.
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KidStrong is Athletic Play – a new kind of activity
for kids ages 1-11 that builds confidence, character

and family connection through science-based
fitness games led by expert coaches.

UNLOCK
YOUR
KID'S
POTENTIAL
TODAY!
4605 E CACTUS RD • PHOENIX 85032 • (480) 842-8842
31313 N SCOTTSDALE RD • SCOTTSDALE 85266  (480) 717-4141

KIDSTRONG.COM

PLAY & GROWSchool is out... Camp is in!

UNLOCK 
YOUR 
KID’S 
POTENTIAL 
TODAY!

1840 E WARNER RD #120, TEMPE 85284 • (623) 2632640 | 3133 S LINDSAY RD #103, GILBERT, AZ 85295 • (480) 7259085 KIDSTRONG.COM

KidStrong is a science-based kids training 
program that builds strong, confi dent and high-

character kids. Kids walking to age 11 tackle 
challenges in weekly classes led by expert coaches.

GilbertSouth Tempe

NEIGHBORS

ASU faculty Paralympian with hopes of making LA games
By Madeline Bates

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Every day, Chris Hammer wakes up, 
says “hi” to his wife and kids, and goes 
for a run. When he fi nishes, he goes for 
a bike ride, then a swim, all before he 
needs to be at his job on the Arizona 
State University campus in Tempe.

Hammer is a three-time Paralympi-
an with a limb diff erence as he was born 
without a le  hand. He won a gold 
medal in triathlon at the 2024 Paris 
Paralympic Games.

“My dream was just to fi nish on the 
podium; I never anticipated that I could 
win the gold,” he said about his win in 
Paris.

Hammer has a doctorate in sports 
psychology and an MBA. Now, his 
passions of education and athletics meet 
as he works for ASU as a part-time proj-
ect coordinator. 

He wasn’t always a triathlete. In his 
youth, he enjoyed running and joined 
the Paralympic Track and Field team, 
which took him to the London Games 
in 2012. In 2013, he decided to try a tri-
athlon as a new challenge.

Triathletes must perfect each disci-
pline to their fullest potential before put-
ting it all together. Hammer’s winning 
time in Paris was 58 minutes and 44 
seconds, which won him his only gold.

“So much can change between now 
and then, but right now I’m focused on 
giving it my all and improving in any 
way I can,” he said.

Despite being born with a limb dif-
ference, Hammer said it was never 
brought up in training.

The handlebars on his bike have 
been modifi ed to hold his arm, making 
it more stable when he’s riding.

“It was just the logical next step be-

cause I wanted to learn more, I wanted 
to improve myself and I wanted to de-
velop the capacity to help the perfor-
mance of others,” he said.

He had looked into coaching and 

teaching as career paths, but it wasn’t
until his Paralympic win that he was
able to make triathlon a career choice.

Hammer is prepared to keep com-
peting in any way he can. He won the
2024 World Championships in Spain
following the Olympics.

For now, the Gilbert resident enjoys
events with his sponsor, Valley Toyo-
ta Dealers and showing the public his
medal.

“If you see a Toyota Sienna with a
USA Triathlon wrap on it, it’s probably
me,” he said.

The Los Angeles 2028 Summer
Olympic and Paralympic triathlons
will be at Venice Beach in California
with tickets on sale at https://la28.org/
en/games-plan/venues/venice-beach.
html

To voice your opinion on this story, connect with us at
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

Chris Hammer won the gold medal at the Paris 
Paralympics in 2024. (USA Triathlon)
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JOIN OUR STUDY!

For more information
602-496-2292

ASUBEAT.com

FIT-AD SMART TRIAL
with Arizona State University

Ages 65+ facing
Memory Concerns

Exercise at the one of
the local YMCA‘s

Earn up to  In
compensation

Tempe sees even more spring 
training fans in 2026

By Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Tempe saw in increase in fans at 
spring training games this year, mir-
roring a trend that saw the Cactus 
League grow attendance for the fi  h 
straight year. 

The 2026 Cactus League season, 
saw 96,211 in attendance at Tempe 
Diablo Stadium for 15 Los Angeles 
Angels games. This is more than a 
2,000-attendee increase from 2025 
attendance, which was 93,994.  

Stadium capacity is about 9,600 
and average attendance was 6,414. 
That average was less than the re-
ported 7,400 fans per game through 
the spring training season, according 
to the Cactus League’s fi nal results. 

Collective attendance at all 10 
Valley spring training stadiums rose 
for the fi  h straight season in 2026. 
The Cactus League drew a total of 
1,753,849 fans to 237 games, a 3.4% 

increase representing a change of 
58,369 fans over 2025 and the larg-
est single-season attendance total 
since 2018, the league announced in 
March. 

The Common Sense Institute 
estimates that spectators spent be-
tween $10 million and 45 million 
on travel to and from Arizona and 
games as well as a minimum of $74 
million on hotels and lodging during 
the month.   

Attendance hit an all-time high 
in 2017 with more than 1.94 million 
fans. In 2021, during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic overall at-
tendance dropped to 446,000 amid 
spacing mandates and is slowing re-
covering to 2017 attendance num-
bers.   

Independent Newsmedia Editor Steve Stockmar 
contributed to this story. To voice your opinion on

this story, connect with us at AzOpinions@iniusa.
org.

Music Under the Stars at Tempe Diablo Stadium. (Courtesy City of Tempe)
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LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,

AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

If you thought you have been to a Mexican restaurant lately you probably need to reconsider and 
visit La Casa De Juana. The fare is authentic Mexican, and when we say authentic we mean it. Upon 
entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful decor, the tables and chairs are beautiful, Mexican painted 
mural, colorful banners hanging from the ceiling and the gracious service. Warm orange and yellow 
tones echoing throughout the restaurant will make this your favourite Mexican Restaurant.

Take advantage of the great lunch and dinner specials, a bar with freshly made drinks. TV’s 
and live guitar music for all ages on the weekends. Don’t forget about the happy hour from 
2 pm to 6 pm every day, with $4 beer (domestic and imports) and $5 margaritas this place is a must. 
The flavourful salsa, the delicious margaritas, the extraordinary and well-priced food will definitely 
keep you coming back.

Make Your Reservations Today

Mention this article and receive one free dessert or appetizer when you purchase two entrees 
and two drinks at regular price (restaurant will provide options for appetizer or dessert) 1805 E Elliot Rd,

Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837Check out La Casa De Juana at juanasrestaurant.com

MAY 3 MAY 16

Phoenix Children’s Chorus
Celebrate the 250th anniversary of the U.S. 

With traditional folk music to spirituals, to the 
melodies of Broadway, this concert showcas-

es the unique voice of American music.
3-5:00 p.m. at  Tempe Center for the Arts, 700 
W. Rio Salado Parkway. Tickets start at $23 at 

https://tinyurl.com/26tsrudr

Bubble Bash
Tempe Marketplace, 2000 E. Rio Salado 

Parkway, is giving families a fun and free way 
to cool off  with the return of Bubble Bash, a 
family-friendly event fi lled with foam, enter-

tainment and interactive bubble fun.
The event is 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and features 

overfl owing foam zones at The Splash Pad, 
live entertainment, giveaways and plenty of 
bubbly fun for the whole family. Also bubble 

bicycles, foam art and bazooka foam blasters.
https://tempemarketplace.com/

MAY 23-JUNE 7

‘Dracula: A Comedy 
of Terrors’

A fast-paced adaptation of Bram Stoker’s 
gothic classic, this laugh-out-loud reimagin-
ing blends horror, farce, and pop culture ref-
erences into a whirlwind of theatrical humor.
Arizona Theatre Co. shows at Tempe Center 

for the Arts, 700 W. Rio Salado Parkway.
Tickets at https://tinyurl.com/juzd3kk3

MAY 6

Youth job, volunteer fair 
The city of Tempe’s College Connect program 
and Arizona@Work-Maricopa County will be 

providing youth ages 14-24 with the opportunity 
to meet with employers and other organizations 
for an engaging in-person job and volunteer fair 

2-5 p.m. at Tempe Union High School District 
Innovation Center, 490 W. Guadalupe Road in 

Tempe.
The volunteer and career readiness opportuni-

ties are for ages 14 and older and the job oppor-
tunities are for ages 16 and older. Don’t forget to 

bring your state-issued ID card, bring copies of 
your resume, dress professionally, be prepared 

to speak directly with employers. Register at 
https://tinyurl.com/3m5ycm6s

THINGS TO DO

Artists, students partner for Chandler 
Museum exhibit

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

“Artists in Schools: America the 
Beautiful” is a Chandler Museum ex-
hibit that opened earlier this month.

The exhibit displays art made by stu-
dents from the Chandler Unifi ed and 
Kyrene Elementary school districts, cre-
ated in partnership with four local artists.

The exhibition will be on view 
through Sunday, May 10, according to 
a news release.

Returning for its third year, the Art-
ists in Schools program off ers Chandler 
students an opportunity to work with 
professional artists from across the Val-
ley, the release states.

Four artists worked with more than 
400 students in four schools to collabo-
rate on this special project. The result-
ing artwork displays the new skills, cre-

ative methods and thought processes 
the students learned with these teach-
ers.

Inspired by the 250th anniversary of 
the Declaration of Independence, this 
year’s projects were themed to cele-
brate the people, ideas and stories that 
bring us together and give hope for the 
future of the country, the release states.

The hours of the museum, which is 
at 300 S. Chandler Village Drive, near 
the Chandler Fashion Center, are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through Satur-
days and 1-5 p.m. Sundays. It’s closed 
Mondays; admission is free.

Find information on the exhibitions 
and programming at https://www.
chandleraz.gov/explore/arts-and-cul-
ture/chandler-museum or by calling 
480-782-2717. 

OPENING
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$1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! $1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE!
Valley Wide Remodelers You Can Depend On!

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

Luxury BathLuxury Bath
is Your Only Choice 

for Remodelling
As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we 
offer fast, affordable, and lifetime-

guaranteed bathroom remodelling 
solutions across the Phoenix area.

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

We’ll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • ROC #295792

Shower remodels • Tub-to-shower conversions
Walk-in tubs • Roll-in showers

THINGS TO DO

Tempe History Museum debuts lowrider exhibit
By Madeline Bates

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Tempe residents may have seen 
them driving by or caught a glimpse 
of the sparkles in the paint, but low-
riders are more than just a modifi ca-
tion; it’s a lifestyle.

The Tempe History Museum de-
buted “Ranfl a Vida” — Spanish for 
“lowrider life” — on March 22 ac-
companied by a showing of an ex-
pected 80 to 100 cars. The exhibit is 
on display through Dec. 31.

“It’s a community in itself, of oth-
er riders that work on their cars and 
build them because it’s a support sys-
tem,” museum curator Marco Albar-
ran said.

Albarran has been part of the low-
riding community since the 1970s and 
has his jacket displayed in the museum 
of the group he is affi  liated with.

Lowriding car clubs started in Los 
Angeles in the 1970s and made their 
way east to the Phoenix area. By the 
1980s, there were lowriding clubs in 

Marco Albarran stands beside his “Ariza Cruisers” jacket. (Independent Newsmedia/Madeline Bates)

Domonic Sepulveda stands beside his 1963 
Chevy Impala outside the Tempe History Muse-
um. (Independent Newsmedia, Madeline Bates)

• See History on page 18
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Start your weight loss
journey and take
control of your health.
Ready to embrace a healthier, more active you? Begin your weight loss
journey and put your life on a whole new path with Dignity Health Medical
Weight Loss and Bariatric Surgery. Our multidisciplinary approach is
designed to help you achieve and sustain long-term weight loss success.

Our compassionate team of expert surgeons, experienced nurses,
dedicated nutrition coaches, and vital behavioral and emotional support
specialists will guide you every step of the way. You deserve this
life-changing path – let us help you achieve lasting success.

If you’re ready to transform your life, visit
dignityazweightloss.org or call (480) 757-0292.
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(480) 598-8800 • TheLucasGroup.com  

LUCAS - your
trusted, local 

experts for 
over 30

years!

Call or

Click

Central Tempe • Steps to ASU 
Rare 6 BR, 4BA, basement, upgraded, CDS

Seee Infoo andd Videoo att 942Ash.com

Tempe Royal Palms • 85284 
3 BR, 2BA, highly upgraded, pool, interior lot

Seee Infoo andd Videoo att TempeAzzHome.com

Chandler • Golf Course Community
3 BR, 2BA, 1680 sf, remodeled, resort living 

Seee Infoo andd Videoo att HomeInSolera.com

History
• From page 16

Japan, and today there are several in 
Australia, Mexico, and throughout 
the Southwest.

Some even made their way to 
Tempe.

Domonic Sepulveda, owner of 
one of the vehicles displayed, said 
he wanted to incorporate the parts of 
Tempe he felt closest to on his 1963 
Chevy Impala.

The visual on the back trunk 
shows the intersection of Victory and 
George Roads in the neighborhood 
of Victory Acres, where he grew up. 
It also depicts the Hayden Flour Mill 
where his grandfather worked as well 
as a neighborhood market where he 
spent time as a kid.

“I grew up seeing them and they 
really caught my eye, and I said, ‘I 
want to build something like that one 
day,” Sepulveda said.

He would soon be part of a grow-
ing community that brought together 
Chicano, Latino, and Indigenous cul-
tures throughout the Southwest.

The inside exhibit describes the 
history of lowriding and how it be-
came a culture through fashion that 
was carried through generations. 

Suits, fedoras and jackets identifi ed 
members of each group, each with 
names like the Little Mafi a, Klique 
and Pharaohs. 

The Tempe History Museum is al-
ways free and open to the public 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. The 
exhibition runs through Dec. 31.

To learn more, visit the location 
at 809 E. Southern Ave. in Tempe
or visit https://www.tempe.gov/gov-
ernment/community-services/tem-
pe-history-museum
To voice your opinion on this story, connect with us 

at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

Lowrider vehicle displayed in front of the Tempe History Museum. (Independent Newsmedia, Madeline Bates)
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Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

Be a legend. 
Insure your life.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL1708145

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

With the right life insurance, you can 
leave a legacy for your family. I’m 
here to help. LET’S TALK TODAY.

Here are some comments about 
stories happening in your area:

Tempe to try new license 
plate cameras, work toward 
canceling Flock
“What’s the difference?” — Jane Kao

•••
“Jane, same type of company, the difference lies 
in how they currently use the data they collect. 
Flock has been accused of sharing data with fed-
eral agencies and surveillance. While Axon may 
not currently do so, all companies are continual-
ly looking for ways to increase revenues and it’s 
likely just a matter of time before Axon follows 
suit or sells data to insurance companies and 
others who can make use of the data.” — Tina T.

Tempe PD investigates 
destruction of Muslim 
symbol on A Mountain
“This is so sad. I am sorry to the Muslim com-
munity for the disrespect they experienced.” — 
Robert Broch

See where to get cheap gas 
in Tempe as prices rise
“An economist’s point of view: I saw someone 
holding a $9 coffee and using their new model 
iPhone talking about how they can’t afford daily 
life anymore with gas and grocery prices the way 
they are. You drive, you don’t think about gas 
prices and just fill up, don’t worry about it. This 
is no way an endorsement of war, but just saying 
many people complaining about the price of gas 
don’t budget their life well. Not all, but many.” — 
Ron James

•••
“Cheap Gas? The price of round beef is high, 
expected to go higher. I don’t worry about it 
though... I can’t afford the gas to get there. (Sat-
ire). — Thomas Spishock

OPINIONS

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Take the Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate or 
control it. We reserve the right to edit 
our opinions, and we insist on civility. 
Please include your name and phone 
number, so we can contact you for 
clarifi cation or confi rmation. We wel-
come your photo. All opinions must 
be no more than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person 
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar 
month. 

Two submissions in the same issue 
will not be published. The content of 
a submission is the responsibility of the 
person who submitted it.

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 

Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to the 
people about whom we write. 

Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

SPEAK UP
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HISTORY

‘Radio That Rocked the 
Valley’ exhibit on display

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
Chandler Museum’s newest ex-

hibit, “Radio That Rocked the Val-
ley,” will take visitors on a journey 
through Phoenix radio history.

The exhibit is presented in collab-
oration with the House of Broadcast-
ing Inc., a local nonprofi t dedicated 
to preserving and celebrating the rich 
history of radio in Arizona. It will be 
on view through Sept. 27.

“Radio That Rocked the Valley” 
showcases the region’s major radio 
stations, past and present, according 
to a news release.

Using radio technology and mem-
orabilia, the exhibition honors Ari-
zona’s broadcasting industry and its 
many creative talents, including Pat 
McMahon (“The Wallace and Lad-
mo Show”), Al McCoy (announc-
er for the Phoenix Suns) and many 
more.

Jim West, a 50-year veteran of 
radio and television, stated “Long 
before television, radio served the 
desert town that grew to become the 
Phoenix we know today. From Phoe-
nix’s fi rst station in June of 1922 to 
the many stations that infl uence and 
entertain today, we are eager to share 
the impact radio has had on (Phoe-
nix) Valley radio.”

“Radio That Rocked the Valley” 
will be open until Sept. 27 at the 
Chandler Museum, 300 S. Chandler 
Village Drive. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays; 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays, closed Mon-
days. Free admission.

Find information on the exhibits 
and programming at https://www.
chandleraz.gov/explore/arts-and-
culture/chandler-museum or by 
calling 480-782-2717.

Chandler Museum’s newest exhibit, “Radio That Rocked the Valley,” will take visitors on a journey 
through Phoenix radio history. The exhibit is presented in collaboration with the House of Broadcasting 
Inc., a local nonprofi t dedicated to preserving and celebrating the rich history of radio in Arizona. It will 
be on view through Sept. 27. (Courtesy of Chandler Museum)
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still do off -site events, visit schools 
and continue to educate Arizonans 
on the history of the state.

The foundation is launching a 
$3 million capital campaign to raise 
funds for the project with hopes of 
raising as much money as possible to 
create a more innovative and func-
tional space for years to come.

“Just like our technology has 
changed in 30 years, I think the 
ways that we can tell those stories 
and the tools we can use to engage 
with it have evolved too so let’s make 
it more accessible to the next genera-
tion,” Breeckner said.

While he didn’t share what spe-
cifi cally will be added, Breeckner 
said he is excited to bring out more of 
the archived pieces from the muse-
um to show a deeper understanding 
of Arizona history and to support the 

stories of those who built the state, 
and who were here since the begin-
ning of time.

To voice your opinion on this story, connect with 
us at AzOpinions@iniusa.org. 

Restrictions
Chandler strives to maintain sidewalks and roads that 
are safe for vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians and wheelchair 
users. Road construction projects are carefully planned 
throughout the city to meet the safety and pavement 
quality standards for our residents.

Learn more about projects in your neighborhood by visiting 

Historymakers
• From page 1

Entrance to the Arizona Historical Society Mu-
seum in Tempe. (Independent Newsmedia/
Madeline Bates) 

The site, currently known as the 
Tempe Palms apartments at 1026 E. 
Spence Ave., has proposed changes 
to become a seven-story, 105-unit 
apartment complex.

The site is on 0.88 acres and has 89 
proposed parking spaces. Concerns 
about the space from the public and 
the council could have led to plan-
ning delays.

City Attorney Eric Anderson rec-
ommended the council add to the 
motion that no further continuances 
would be granted aside from what he 
called “an extremely good cause.”

Anderson did not elaborate but 
the council passed the motion and 
will hold a second and fi nal hearing 
for the Marshall on Spence project on 
June 4 at the regular council meeting 
at 6 p.m. at the city chambers, 31 E. 
Fi h St.

To voice your opinion on this story, connect with 
us at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

Project
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER
The site at 1026 

E. Spence Ave. 
is currently 

occupied by a 
multifamily resi-
dential complex 

known as the 
Tempe Palms 
apartments, 

which was 
constructed in 
1970. (City of 

Tempe)
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Announcement Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Remodeling

KITCHENS & BATHS
SINCE 2007

FREE Design Consultations + 
3D Color Renderings

BulldogKitchenandBath.com
ROC #329447

480-420-9188

Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

ININ

your news
your way

One price, endless news

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm
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INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

Celebrating 
250 years with a 

special look back at 
American history, 

featuring 
commemorative 

pages

Email AZads@iniusa.org 
for more information

America  America  
HAPPYHAPPY
BIRTHDAYBIRTHDAY
HAPPYHAPPY
BIRTHDAYBIRTHDAYads!ads!America  America  

SHOWCASE  SHOWCASE 
YOUR BUSINESS!YOUR BUSINESS!

Get The Primary Care
You Deserve.
MDVIP Wellness Program

Expert comprehensive screenings and tests 
and acustom wellness plan designed for you.

Better Health Outcomes
Members have better control of chronic 

conditions liketype 2 diabetes, high 
cholesterol and hypertension.Dr. Heavens has 
extensive training in care of menopause and 

hormonereplacement therapy for women and 
men, he is also a certified Biote provider.

Available After Hours
The doctor is available by phone and after-

hours and on weekends.
Better Doctor- Patient Relationship
97% of MDVIP members are satisfied with their 

relationship(vs 58% in traditional PCP)

www.heavensmedical.com
Located at 4450 South Rural Road Suite A210 Tempe.

Dr. Heavens is currentlyDr. Heavens is currently
accepting new patientsaccepting new patients

Get Started Today Get Started Today 

623.444.2734623.444.2734
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NNNNEEWW PPAAAATTTTTIEENNNNTTT 
SPPEECCCIIAAAALL

$49 CLEANING,
EXAM & X-RAYS

*NEW PATIENTS ONLY. Non-insured. In the absence of periodontal 
disease. Cannot be used with insurance or other discounts. Insurance 

will be billed if applicable. If you would like a copy of your x-rays, an addi-
tional fee will apply. Limited time offer. Call for details. Mention this ad.

TTTTRRUUU 
SSSNNNNAAPP DDEENNNNTTUURRRREE

$3,999STARTING 
AT

Payment plan is available and starting from 
$189/month

Includes 2 Implants & Denture

TTTRRUUU PPERRMMMMAAAANNEEEENNNTT 
((FFFIXXXEEDD))) DDDEEENNTTUUUUURRREE

$14,999STARTING 
AT

Payment plan is available and starting from 
$189/month

Includes 4 Implants & Denture

$2,798

SSSSINNNNGGGGGGGLLEEEE 
RRRREEEESSTTTTOOOOORREEEEDDDD 
IIMMMMMPPLLLAAAAAAANNTTTTTT***

*New patients. Non-insured only. In the absence of periodontal disease (other-
wise known as gum disease). Subject to insurance limitations and exclusions, 

cannot be applied towards insurance co-payments. Call for details.

$849

ZZZZIIIRRCCCCCOOOOOONNIIIAAAAA 
CCCCCRROOOOWWWWWWWNNNNN***
STARTING 

AT

BEST CHOICE Dental Care for YOU & Your Family in Arizona

NEW PATIENT DENTURENEW PATIENT DENTURE
& IMPLANT SPECIAL
Free Exam, CT Scan & Consultation ($500 Value)

Proudly 

accepting 

Medicare Part B 

as a form of 

coverage! 

Based on medical necessity. 

Ask us for details.

  CROWNS & BRIDGES 
  DENTURES
  ROOT CANALS
  IMPLANT DENTISTRY

  TOOTH EXTRACTIONS
  COSMETIC DENTISTRY 
  FREE EMERGENCY EXAM 
  FREE SECOND OPINION

- Friendly professional staff
- Over 20 years experience in general & implant dentistry
- In house dental laboratory 
- Payment plan and sedation dentistry available

Come
experience why

our patients
rate us

5 STARS 
on Google!

CHANDLER

2900 W. Ray Road #3
Chandler, AZ 85224

AHWATUKEE

4530 E. Ray Road #170
Phoenix, AZ 85044

480-470-0391
TRUSMILENOW.COM

Find us in a flash! Scan the QR code for directions.
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Ad226422.indd   1 8/11/25   10:05 AM
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