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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
In keeping with its farming roots,
Queen Creek has lifted the limit on the
number of agricultural animals that can
be kept on a 1 acre or larger property.
The Queen Creek Town Council
recently amended an ordinance to re-
move the limit on the number of farm
animals allowed on larger properties
and to focus instead on how the animals
are cared for and managed.
Not only has the limit been removed,
. By Janet Perez
but swine can now be kept as well. INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
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Measles exposure found
in three locations

Queen Creek residents and
visitors are being cautioned that
they may have been exposed to
measles at three locations over
Easter weekend.

The department is not re-
leasing any details regarding the
measles patient. It has conduct-
ed contact-tracing and notified
exposed individuals. Read at:
tinyurl.com/bdz35zs2s

QCFMD getting new fire
truck

The Queen Creek Fire and
Medical Department has received
approval to purchase a new $2.4
million ladder truck to avoid cost-
ly repairs on an older unit.

The Queen Creek Fire and
Medical Department has re-
ceived approval to purchase a
new $2.4 million ladder truck
to avoid costly repairs on an
older unit. Read at: tinyurl.
com/53tavz3e8

Recycling efforts growing

Queen Creek is seeing more
people recycling and more waste
being diverted from landfills.

“Our recycling drop-off events
... for 2025, we had over 1,000
participants and we diverted
almost 70 tons of material from
the landfill to have a second life
repurposed or recycled,” Ramona
Simpson, the town’s environmen-
tal and fleet operations manager,
told the council recently.

Another recycling success
story for the town has been the
results of its glass recycling pilot
program. Read at: tinyurl.com/
nhpm{9zs

$840M proposed budget reflects key
infrastructure projects

Queen Creek’s pro-
posed budget for fiscal
year 2026-27 is more
than $840 million. The
council will be adopting
a tentative budget

on May 6, with final
budget approval set for
May 20.

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The construction of the new po-
lice headquarters and infrastructure
for delivering Harquahala water has
triggered a 34% increase in Queen
Creek’s proposed fiscal year 2026-27
budget.

The council will vote on a tenta-
tive budget on May 6, with a final
vote set for May 20.

Next year’s proposed budget is set
at $840.6 million, a $212.9 million
increase from the current adopted
budget of $627.7 million. The in-
crease is being driven primarily by
the purchase of Harquahala water
and associated infrastructure costs, as
well as the new Queen Creek Police
Department headquarters.

Overall, 56% of the total proposed

budget, or $472.3 million, is dedicat-
ed to infrastructure projects, includ-
ing roadwork, that are needed as the
town continues to grow, albeit at a
slower projected pace than in previ-
ous years.

Under the proposed budget,
$177.5 million of the infrastructure
budget will go toward water resourc-
es, including the final payment for the
1.2 million acre-feet of Harquahala
basin water the town agreed to pur-
chase last fall for $244.4 million.

The first payment of $140 mil-
lion was paid in February, with the
final $104.4 million due on July 15.
Earlier in 2025, the town closed on
the purchase of 500,000 acre-feet of
Harquahala water for $40 million. In
total, the town is paying about $285
million for the basin water.

The proposed infrastructure bud-
get also includes $67.1 million in wa-
ter Infrastructure needed to get the
water into the town. In this current
fiscal year, the town shifted $19.3
million from other infrastructure proj-
ects to begin work on the delivery
system.

Another big project for the town is
the construction of a new headquar-
ters building for the Queen Creek Po-
lice Department. The proposed bud-
get includes $106.1 million for public
safety infrastructure, with $78.9 mil-
lion going to the new headquarters.
Another $4.5 million is proposed for
fire and medical facilities and equip-
ment, including the design of a new
fire station for the southern part of
Queen Creek.

® See Budget on page 9
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Queen Creek officials prepare for slower population growth

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The era of population hyper growth in Queen
Creek is over, at least for the near future, and it is
one reason town officials are tempering revenue
projections for the next five years.

“We think the hyper growth is believed to be
over at least for the foreseeable future,” Deputy
Town Manager and CFO Scott McCarty told the
town council at a recent meeting. “We’re going to
see a lower rate of population increases. That means
we’re not growing at 10%, we might be growing at
6%. I want to emphasize the fact that we are grow-
ing, but the rate at which we’re growing is not what
we’ve seen in the last three to five years.”

The slowdown is being felt in this year’s operat-
ing budget, which has seen the projection of sales
tax revenue revised downward by $5.1 million from
$69.3 million to $64.2 million.

“The adopted (fiscal year) ’25-26 budget in-
cluded an aggressive (sales tax) estimate of revenue

your

The town’s first Costco drew hundreds of residents on its opening
day in 2023. With the town’s population expected to grow at a slow-
er rate, Queen Creek is curbing its sales tax revenue estimates.
(Special to Independent Newsmedia/Arianna Grainey)

growth based on prior years’ double-digit growth
trends; however, actual results to date reflect a more
modest growth rate compared to prior years,” ac-
cording to a staff report.

Sales tax revenue, not including construction
sales, makes up the largest piece of the operating

Y

news

budget at 39%. The town is projecting sales tax rev-
enue of $68.5 million for fiscal year 2026-27.

Despite the downward revision, year-over-year
sales tax revenue growth is estimated to be 9% this
fiscal year.

Pointing toward continued — if somewhat slow-
er — population growth is the town issuance of 633
single-family permits from July 2025 through De-
cember 2025, with the original fiscal year forecast
set at 815 permits for single-family homes. The
forecast has been increased to 890 permits. The
original budget for multifamily permits was 535 and
has been adjusted up to 716, according to the re-
port.

Even with slowing growth, McCarty emphasized
the town has had a history of performing better eco-
nomically than Arizona and the nation.

“We're still on a trajectory for a fantastic build-
out and growth. It’s just a little slower and a little a
longer time period at a lower rate than we think,”
he said.
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Horseshoe Park in Queen Creek looks to
bring in more events

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Horseshoe Park & Equestrian
Centre aims to host more events in
the upcoming fiscal year.

The proposed fiscal year 2026-27
budget for the event space is $3.1
million, down 19% from the current
fiscal year. The park is under the
town’s economic development de-
partment.

Planned improvements under the
proposed budget include a drainage
study to analyze needs for potential
capital improvement projects.

According to budget documents,
the town aims to host 195 eques-
trian-driven event days and 35
non-equestrian event days.

The 38-acre Horseshoe Park &
Equestrian Centre was founded in
2009, and the town has invested re-
sources and capital improvements as
part of an effort to attract, retain and
grow events.

Currently, Queen Creek is invit-
ing interested development teams,
restaurant operators and commercial
partners to vie for a potential ground
lease and development opportu-
nity for a full-service restaurant or

complementary commercial use at
Horseshoe Park & Equestrian Cen-
tre.

The request “is intended to gauge
market interest and qualifications
and will be used to inform potential
next steps, which may include a fu-
ture request for proposals,” accord-
ing to the town’s Economic Devel-
opment Department.

The intention of a restaurant or
commercial use is to “enhance the
experience at Horseshoe Park while
maintaining the park’s tradition of
providing the full equestrian experi-
ence,” the town stated.

Various town businesses sponsor
sites at the park.

Last year, the Chapman Auto-
motive Group retained the naming

rights for Arena 1. Under the five-
year contract, Chapman Automo-
tive Group agreed to pay $135,000
annually, payable in advance each
year for a total of $675,000. Arena 1
is 150 feet by 300 feet and is the site
of many of the park’s largest events.

In December, a new 40-foot LED
sign for the Horseshoe Park & Rec-
reation Centre was erected. The new
sign replaces a 30-foot one adjacent
to Riggs Road. It also replaces the old
sign as the tallest in Queen Creek.
The sign includes a double-sided,
128-square-foot LED animated sign.

The town raised $267,500 of the
sign’s estimated cost by February
2025, with Earnhardt Auto Centers
kicking in $124,000 as a platinum
sponsor. According to the town, the
cost of the new sign was $433,866
with the total cost of the project set
at $535,000. The town was expected
to pay the balance of the cost.

Janet Perez can be reached at jpe-
rez@iniusa.org. Please send your com-
ments about this article to AzOpin-
ions@iniusa.org. We are committed
to publishing a wide variety of reader
opinions, as long as they meet our Ci-
vility Guidelines.
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Observe Save for Education Day with a 529 plan

Whether your children are in grade school or high school, they’ll be leaving for
college or trade school before you know it. With the cost of education rising, now is
the time to prepare for that day.

Starting to invest when your child is born is often a great way to build a strong financial
future. Even if your children are older, you can still make progress and potentially

reap tax benefits by contributing to a 529 education savings plan. Contributions are
made with after-tax dollars, accumulate with no federal income tax and can be
withdrawn for qualified education expenses federally tax free.

Unfortunately, half of Americans don’t know what a 529 plan is, and fewer than a
quarter have one, according to 2024 research from Edward Jones and Morning

Consult. One way to keep a 529 plan top of mind is to recognize May 29 (5/29) as
Save for Education Day.

Benefits of a 529 plan:

Tax Advantages - Your withdrawals are free from federal income tax when you use
them for elementary or secondary school tuition —including vocational schools and
some online courses and degree programs — registered apprenticeships, and qualified
higher-education expenses such as housing, books and more.

Flexibility - The variety of qualifying expenses may surprise you. For example, you can
pay for off-campus housing (up to the cost of on-campus room and board), student
loan repayments (up to a $10,000 lifetime limit), and computers and computer-related
accessories, including printers, internet access and educational software used
primarily by the plan beneficiary. You may even be able to roll over unused funds to a
Roth IRA for your beneficiary, switch beneficiaries or roll it over to another 529 plan.

Control - As the account owner, you — not the beneficiary - control how the funds are
used, as you planned and intended.

Mark your calendar for
10 Myths About College Savings Plans

Joinus

Tuesday, May 19, 2026
5-6p.m.

Hosted by:
Edward Jones
Presented by:

Geoff Williams, John Hancock Dinner will be served.

To reserve space for yourself and
a guest, please call 480-931-3566.

Strategies for building 529 savings:

If you set aside money every month, it can make a big difference toward
funding your child’s best educational path forward. So, how can you budget
fora 529 for your child, when you have competing financial priorities?

Save early and regularly - Consider setting up automatic transfersinto a 529
account, even if it feels like a small amount. Taking a few minutes to setit up
now can help pay for four years of your child’s education in the future.

Increase over time - You could reallocate your day care expenses once your
child enters school, which could be a substantial amount each month.

Review your savings over time — Many things can change over time — your
available dollars, education costs, investment performance, choice of college,
financial aid options and the number of children you’re providing for. You have
the flexibility to change your contributions.

Your financial advisor can help you determine how a 529 plan can fit into your
overall financial strategy and navigate the various guidelines and limits — such
as defining a qualified expense, changing beneficiaries and rolling unused
dollars elsewhere.

A 529 plan can be a valuable tool for helping your family members afford the
educational opportunities that can lead to a promising future. Whether you're
exploring this opportunity for the first time or reviewing your current plan, Save
for Education Day on 5/29 is good time to do it.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

Visit us today:

2919 S Ellsworth Road, Suite 129, Mesa, AZ 85212
Bert Mills James M. Hundley
CFP® AAMS® AAMS®

Financial Advisor
480-931-3565

Financial Advisor
480-931-3566

Ben Franklin
Financial Advisor
480-931-3566

Justin ). Grimes
Financial Advisor
480-931-3774

EFA-21510A-A-E-AD © 2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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BUSINESS MOVES
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NOW OPEN
© First Credit Union

22461 E. Queen Creek Road

First Credit Union in Queen Creek
held its grand opening on April 24
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony host-
ed by the Queen Creek Chamber of
Commerce. The 3,541-square-foot
First Credit Union has three drive-th-
ru teller lanes and a walk-up ATM. It
offers members products and services,
free financial education and free mon-
ey management tools. First Credit
Union has been serving Arizona since

1929.

© Presidential Pools & Spas

37360 N. Gary Road, Suite 108
Presidential Pools & Spas held a grand
opening for its showroom in Queen
Creek on April 25. Its consultants
work with customers to design and
build pools and backyards to fit indi-

E. Queen Creek Rd.

"py onng feusis
"PY UBIPUAIA *S
*py poomuoi|

&

E. Ocotillo Rd.

e

L
%

E. Cloud Rd.

W. Combs Rd.

Q

viduals’ homes and lifestyles. Operat-
ing for more than 35 years, Presiden-
tial Pools & Spas has a team with 100
years of combined experience that has
transformed more than 35,000 back-
yards. The company handles all re-
quired permits, design and construc-
tion.

COMING SOON

© Brain Balance

21820 S. Ellsworth Road, Suite 102
The Queen Creek Chamber of Com-
merce will host a grand-opening cel-
ebration for Brain Balance starting at
11 a.m., Tuesday, May 5. Brain Bal-
ance is a drug-free program designed
to help kids improve focus, behavior,
social skills, anxiety and academic
performance. Its approach combines
cognitive, behavioral and nutritional
strategies.

O NEWS Point Academy

6321 S. Ellsworth Road, Mesa
NEWS Point Academy is a tui-
tion-free public charter high school
located at the Arizona Athletic
Grounds. It will hold a grand open-
ing, co-hosted by the Queen Creek
Chamber of Commerce, starting at 9
a.m., Thursday, May 7. The school
will open in fall 2026 and serve stu-
dents in grades ninth and tenth. There
are plans to grow the campus into a
full four-year high school. The school
stated in a press release that it was
established to provide a college-pre-
paratory experience while integrating
leadership development and access to
athletic environments.

O ROAR Aesthetics and Wellness
22485 E. Queen Creek Road, Suite
103

ROAR Aesthetics and Wellness will
hold a grand opening ceremony host-
ed by the Queen Creek Chamber of
Commerce starting at 11 a.m., Fri-
day, May 8. The public can come see
ROAR’s new space and meet its team.
The spa provides Botox, dermal fillers,
laser treatments, IV hydration, skin re-
juvenation, weight support, hormone
therapy and hair restoration,

O 7 Brew

Ocotillo and Ironwood

Founded in 2017, 7 Brew is one of the
fastest-growing drive-thru beverage
businesses in the country with loca-
tions in 38 states. It offers coffee, ener-
gy drinks, tea, chai, matcha, smooth-
ies, shakes and more. It also offers
original drinks such the Cinnamon
Roll made with brown sugar, cinna-
mon and white chocolate breve, and
Cookie Butter with toasted marsh-
mallow, hazelnut and white chocolate
breve.

If you have a new business that has just opened, is
under construction or is celebrating an anniversary,
Dlease contact 1herez@iniiusa. 0ro.

FIRST CREDIT UNION

BRAIN BALANCE

ROAR AESTHETICS & WELLNESS




First Credit Union has officially opened its newest branch in
Queen Creek at 22461 E Queen Creek Rd, offering residents a
more personal, education-focused approach to banking.

A Different
Approach to Banking

At First Credit Union,

banking is about more than
transactions—it's about
trusted guidance and long-
term relationships. The
Arizona-based credit union,
founded in 1929, aims to help
members feel more confident
about their financial future
through real conversations and
practical support.

“Smarter banking” means
combining digital tools with
in-person expertise—giving
members both convenience
and clarity when managing
their money. That philosophy
shows up in everyday
interactions, from personalized
account recommendations to
financial checkups.

For more information,

visit firstcu.net

What Residents
Can Expect

The Queen Creek branch
offers a full range of financial
services, including:

e Everyday checking and
savings accounts

« Auto, home, and
personal loans

e Credit-building tools
and financial guidance

e Business banking support
for local entrepreneurs

But the focus goes beyond
that. It's a personalized
experience—staff work one-
on-one with members to
shape financial plans that
reflect their real-life goals and
challenges.

D
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Practical Support
for Everyday Life

As part of its commitment

to free financial education,
First Credit Union encourages
simple habits that can make a
long-term impact:

e Start a small
emergency fund

e Understand and monitor
your credit score

e Automate savings
when possible

e Review recurring
expenses annually

o Talk openly about
money as a family

These conversations are a
regular part of the member
experience, helping turn
financial goals into achievable
steps.

E Queen Creek RD

Paid Advertising

Why a Local
Branch Still Matters

Even in a digital-first world,
First Credit Union believes
local branches play an
important role—especially
when it comes to trust and
financial confidence.

The Queen Creek location
is designed as a welcoming
space where residents can
ask questions, meet with
financial specialists, and get
personalized support.

Part of the Community

As Queen Creek continues to
expand, First Credit Union is
positioning itself as a long-
term partner for local families
and businesses—supporting
everything from first
paychecks to first homes and
beyond.
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eoucarion
QCUSD principal moving to Higley Unified

By Tom Blodgett
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Schnepf Elementary School Princi-
pal Faith Orr is moving to the Higley
Unified School District.

The district named Orr as the new
principal of Cortina Elementary School
in Queen Creek, bringing the veteran
educator with more than two decades
of experience into the leadership role.

Orr will begin her duties at Corti-
na Elementary at the start of the next
school year.

“She has served as a teacher in mul-
tiple grade levels, as a principal, and
she’s currently serving as a principal
in a neighboring district,” HUSD As-
sistant Superintendent Jeff Armstrong

said. “So, we’re super excited to have
her come on over.”

Orr was selected as the first principal
of Schnepf Elementary School in De-
cember 2020, prior to its grand opening
in July 2021.

Over the past 20 years, Orr has
worked in public and private education
as an administrator and teacher. This
included 15 years as an elementary
classroom teacher and learning spe-
cialist in special education, gifted and
talented, and early childhood develop-
ment programs. She earned two mas-
ter’s degrees in instructional leadership
and elementary education.

In brief remarks to the HUSD
board, Orr emphasized her eagerness

to join the district and connect with the
Cortina community.

She said her initial focus will be
building relationships with students,
staff and families while immersing her-
self in the school’s culture.

Orr also pointed to what she sees as
a strong foundation already in place at
Cortina and across the district, particu-
larly in how students and staff are rec-
ognized.

Her leadership approach, she add-
ed, will center on student success and
a commitment to giving her best to the
role.

Tom Blodgett can be reached by email
at thlodgert@iniusa.org or follow him on
Xat@sp blodgett.

Faith Orr monitors construction of Schnepf Elementary School in 2020. Orr will be moving to HUSD’s Cortina Elementary for the new school year. (Special to

Independent Newsmedia/Arianna Grainey)
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® Business Succession Planning

LET US HELP YOU

PROTECT WHAT YOU’VE BUILT

PRACTICE AREAS:

® Probate & Trust Administration

® Powers of Attorney

® Business Law & Entity Formation
® Special Needs Trust Planning
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Budget

¢ From page 2

Construction on the new QCPD
headquarters is scheduled to begin
in June 2026, with completion set for
the summer of 2028. The building
will be located near Summers Place
and Ellsworth Road between Fire
Station No. 1 and the Community
Chambers.

The proposed budget also includes

$71.1 million for transportation infra-
structure such as widening key roads,
building a bridge over the Sonoqui
Wash, intersection improvements,
traffic signals and drainage.

Janet Perez can be reached at jperez@
intusa.org. Please send your comments
about this article to AzOpinions@iniu-
sa.org. We are committed to publishing
a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Croility Guide-
lines.
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Your child’s bright beginning starts here!

Welcome to Kindergarten
at QCUSD

Why Families Choose QCUSD

Free Full-Day Kindergarten A-Rated Schools

Certified, Caring Teachers Safe & Secure Campuses
STEM & Fine Arts Enrichment Family Focused

Strong Community Partnerships

Trusted by Thousands of
Queen Creek Families

Is your child ready?

% Campus tours available

* Early entrance
testing available
Before and after

* care options

SCANTO SAVE

480-987-5935 qcusd.org/kindergarten YOUR SEAT TODAY

10th Annual

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

ALL ARE WELCOME |
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Drone
¢ From page 1

Drone by first responder programs generally
travel from a stationary base to an incident that
could be miles away. Queen Creek revamped the
traditional deployment system and implemented
a mobile base that allows for more efficient use of
drones.

This mobility is achieved by mounting a remote
piloted unmanned aircraft system, dubbed “Doro-
thy,” on a sliding tray in the battalion chief’s vehi-
cle, which is then deployed when the unit arrives at
major calls. The drones sent out through Dorothy
provide real-time aerial footage to incident com-
manders before crews even arrive on the scene.

“By us being able to drive the drone to the scene
gives us a lot of different capabilities. One, we’re
not transversing over homes or parks or things like
that,” said QCFMD Firefighter Sigifredo Castro,
who took the lead in developing the mobile sys-
tem. “When you’re going from point A to point B,
you have to take the weather into account, and you
have to take the battery life into account. We re-
moved all those aspects of it, so we’re able to stay

Call (480) 864-4489 to schedule your tour!

1505 Willis Road « Gilbert, AZ 85297 « (480) 864-4489 - VerenaAtGilbert.com

on station longer (and) provide the incident com-
mander with a whole new set of eyes.”

The drone is equipped with thermal-imaging
capabilities and can assist with a range of incidents
including structure fires, brush fires, major crashes,
search-and-rescue operations and hazardous mate-
rial situations.

Live video feeds are transmitted directly to

D A
A BER

0) ON CO

A AN D

A J
.l » . A
AN TO LEA O

ABO OUR CO

command staff and responding units to help guide
decisions in real time.

When a battalion chief arrives at the incident
scene, he slides the tray where Dorothy is mounted
in the truck and from there trained firefighters such
as Castro pilot the drones remotely. Meanwhile,
the battalion chief and battalion safety officer are

® Sce Firefighters on page 20
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yO u r h O m e’ tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 5/31/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com
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HoMETOWN HEROES AWARDS® WINNER

Jon Wootten

Jon Wootten may have grown up in Tempe,
but Queen Creek has been his home since 1998.

He takes the words “be part of the solution”
to heart by being heavily involved with a little
rodeo that has blossomed into a Queen Creek
institution.

Wootten is a founding member of the
Friends of Horseshoe Park board of directors,
where he is still president. Friends of Horseshoe
Park began and still organizes the Roots
N’ Boots Queen Creek rodeo, which just
celebrated its 15" anniversary.

In addition, he served on the Queen Creek
Town Council from 2002 to 2010. Wootten also
serves as the East Valley representative to the
Maricopa County Extension Office advisory
board, which is responsible for the 4H program
in the county, since 2020.

Not surprisingly, he is a major advocate
for preserving the rural and small-town feel
of Queen Creek. He works with residents,
town staff and elected leaders to “move our
town forward in areas that touch on youth
and maintain our rural atmosphere, including
Horseshoe Park.”

Name: Jon Wootten

Age: 65

Business Name/Organization: Friends of
Horseshoe Park, Roots N’ Boots Queen Creek

Town/neighborhood: Rancho Jardines

When and why | moved here: My wife, two
daughters and | moved here from Chandler

in 1998 specifically to get out of the city and
provide our daughters with a more rural, small-
town upbringing.

What | like most about living here: No. 1,
Rancho Jardines, our neighbors and our
common agricultural lifestyle. We still wave,
help each other out and share common
outlooks regarding what neighborly means
and what living in an agriculturally focused
neighborhood means.

No. 2, Queen Creek’s parks and trails and
the continual efforts to make those trails and
crossings safe for travelers, including horses,
and to expand the trail system throughout the
town.

What | do: My day job is as a senior system
engineer for General Dynamics Missions
Systems in Scottsdale. Within Queen Creek |
am president of the Friends of Horseshoe Park,

which is chartered to support Queen Creek’s
Horseshoe Park & Equestrian Centre and
foster the town'’s rural heritage. Our primary
fundraiser is putting on Roots N’ Boots Queen
Creek, the town’s annual community event at
Horseshoe Park.

Personal background highlights: Three kids
and two grandkids all in the Valley and we see
them often. My wife and | celebrated our 40th
anniversary April 5 of this year. We are both
Valley natives. Vickey grew up in Lehi (now
North Mesa) and attended Westwood High
School, and | grew up in Tempe and attended
McClintock High School.

Professional background highlights: Various
parks and rec committees, planning & zoning
commissioner, council member 2002-2010.
Together with Mayor Wendy Feldman-Kerr

and other council members, we planned

the Ellsworth Underpass, Ellsworth Loop,

Vesta center and Horseshoe Park. These key
improvements helped set the stage for the kind
of town we have today, as well as beginning the
culture of looking for inventive ways to make
our town better.

Founding member and only president of
Friends of Horseshoe Park. This year was the
15th anniversary of Roots N’ Boots Queen
Creek, and in January Friends of Horseshoe Park
crossed the $500,000 mark in total donations to
Horseshoe Park.

The East Valley representative to the
Maricopa County Extension Office Advisory
Board since 2020.

What | like most about what | do: Working
with residents, town staff and elected leaders
to move our town forward in areas that touch
on youth and maintain our rural atmosphere,
including Horseshoe Park.

What does being nominated for this category
mean to you? This honor is surprising and very
much appreciated, but being included with
such people as Mark Schnepf, Steve Sossaman
and Paul Gardner really says something. | have
worked alongside all three and have seen their
vision and accomplishments, so to be included
in such company is hard for me to believe.
What does it mean to be a Queen Creek
resident? | travel a good deal in my day job,
and in the past my wife and | have considered
moving, but we have always come back to
Queen Creek with its small-town feel (still), its

focus on community and maintaining what is
left of our rural heritage.

What do you think you bring to the local
community that makes it better? Through
Friends of Horseshoe Park, | help bring
opportunities to our community that would
not otherwise be available. Regular events

that allow all members of our community to
become better acquainted with the agricultural
animals That are still resident in our town,
including the horses and mules seen on our
trails. We also provide volunteer and leadership
opportunities for our youth through our youth
rodeo committee.

What would you tell people about why it’s
important to make a difference in Queen
Creek? Everyone has a complaint or area they
would like to change. Just complaining does not
help anyone, but getting involved can. Even if
the specific item of complaint is not remedied,
getting a better understanding of the complex
trade-offs involved in running our town helps
as well. Our leaders need to hear from town
residents on topics they are concerned about,
and getting involved is how we make our form
of government work.

Changes I'd like to see in this area: More trail
connectivity. Many more residents taking part in
the town’s Citizen Leadership Institute.

Favorite community cause & why: Friends

of Horseshoe Park, of course. But there are

so many outstanding organizations in our
town, again, because caring residents take

the time and energy to further causes they

see as worthwhile. If | had to choose, | would
say the American Legion and the Mary Gloria
Foundation are my two more favorites of all my
favorites.

My family: Wife Vickey, son, Jason, his wife,
Kristi, and grandson, Tristan, who plays football,
wrestles and | haven’t beaten in chess for years.
Daughters, Jessi and Jamie. Jamie is married to
Tyler and together have granddaughter, Blake.
My mother, Ruth, turned 97 this year and still
lives in Tempe near my sister, Beth.

My interests and hobbies: Engineering and
delivering cutting-edge communication solutions
for our military. Riding our mules on the QC
trails, all over Arizona and various parts of the
Western U.S.

The trait(s) | admire in others: Listening. The
ability to engage in constructive conversation,
without animosity or personal attacks. Long-
term volunteering to a cause or causes that
benefits others.

People who inspired me (and how): My
parents, who provided a loving and supportive
home, and the desire to learn and travel. John
Peterson, youth pastor, who taught me to
speak quietly and act on your convictions. Bob
Johannsen, who taught me to look at things
from multiple perspectives and consider the
basis for my own perspective on topics.

My guiding philosophy: Laugh at yourself and
help others see the humor around them. Humor
is a great tool to lessen stress and keep tasks
fun. Treat others as you would like to be treated.

My advice to today’s youth: Get involved with
your peers and adults. Take on leadership roles
or roles of greater responsibility. Be part of the
solution, regardless of the size of the topic or
task. As | noted above, even if your proposed
solution isn’t implemented or chosen, just
being involved will help you learn to better
communicate your views, in preparation for
future interactions with decision makers.

Congrotulations from
'JC?{{JEEN CREEK
INDEPENDENT
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NOMINATE YOUR QUEEN CREEK HOMETOWN HERO

Hometown Heroes Awards is a celebration of individuals for their local achievements and distinguished contributions for the community of Queen Creek.

IARWAYSISEEKINGINOMINATIONS!

Email your nominee's name and contact info to aznews@iniusa.org or Call 623-972-6101

If you know of a deserving person who lives and/or works in Queen Creek, call or email us today!

Subject Line: Queen Creek Hometown Heroes Awards
May issue deadline is Monday, April 6"

NOMINATIONS NEEDED EOR:

Leader of Tomorrow (17 or younger): Youth who shows leadership and involvement within the community

Conglatulations
2025-2026

Queen Creek Hometown
Heroes Awards Winners

Lifetime Achievement: Jon Wootten, Friends of Horseshoe Park, Roots N’ Boots Queen Creek

First Responder: Cesar Urena, Queen Creek Fire & Medical Department

Veteran: Craig Barnes, Navy, Army, National Guard

Entrepreneur: Jared Beauchamp, Owner, Salce

Trailblazer: Karen McLendon, Founder, A Caring Manor Assisted Living

Educator: Jarrod Posner, Teacher and Coach, Benjamin Franklin Charter School - Crismon Campus
Volunteer: Julie Hartman, Volunteer, Town of Queen Creek, Queen Creek Chamber, Central Christian Church
Healthcare: Amy Webster, Founder, Hope Heart Heal Medical Nonprofit

Spiritual Leader: Curt McReynolds, Campus Pastor, CCV Queen Creek

Mentor/Coach: Jake Allen, Teacher/Coach, Crismon High School and Co-Founder, MAW Wrestling Academy

Supporter &
of 4o
HERDES AWARD

QUEEN CREEK

OLIVE MILL

ARIZONA

FARM | MARKET | EATERY

Community Cheerleader: Patty Campbell, Governing Board Member- Queen Creek Unified School District

SHADE SCREENS ® ROLL SHADES  RAIN GUTTERS
ARMADILLO, LLC

¢ New Installation e Rainwater Harvesting
¢ Reconfigure

SCREENS:
480-883-9255

SunTex.80/90

e Sunscreens and Roll Shades BY PHIFER

GUTTERS:
480-570-1011

a-1seamlessraingutter.com

sunscreens-armadillo.com
Licensed Bonded Insured ROC 195034 ROC 322703
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THINGSTO DO
MAY 8-10

Peruvian Horse Show

The Third Annual Cactus Classic Peruvian
Horse Championship Show features
horses and riders in traditional Peruvian
tack and attire.
8a.m.-4 p.m.

Horseshoe Park & Equestrian Centre
20464 E. Riggs Road

MAY 16 & 17

Monster Truck Wars

T-Rex, Shark Attack and Outlaw will be
tearing up the arena.
Horseshoe Park & Equestrian Centre
20464 E. Riggs Road

MAY 23
Snow White

The Arizona Youth Ballet performs a
classical dance adaptation of the tale of
Snow White.

Queen Creek Performing Arts Center
2149 E. Ocotillo Road

Queen Creek hosting aquatics center

bash to welcome back family swim

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The start of the summer season is tra-
ditionally ushered in on Memorial Day.
This year, Queen Creek plans to start
the fun a few days earlier with its Pool-
a-Palooza.

Pool-a-Palooza will run from noon to
3 p.m., Saturday, May 23, at the Queen
Creek Recreation & Aquatic Center.

The event marks the start of fami-
ly-swim time as the summer break takes
hold.

“It’s a great opportunity to bring the
community together to celebrate the
aquatic center reopening for family swim
for the summer,” said Joey LaNeve, the

® See Bash on page 15

The town will be hosting
Pool-a-Palooza on May 23

to mark the return of family
swim. (Town of Queen Creek)
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YOU ROR V US #1 BIOUSE CLEANING!

480-550-8282 + TwoMaidsCleaning.com

License #00825-2018



Bash

¢ From page 14

town’s aquatic supervisor. “We also want to make sure
that we provide an opportunity to educate our patrons,
our community on water safety and the importance of
drowning prevention.”

The Queen Creek Fire Department will be on hand
to provide life-saving information, as will the center’s
lifeguards.

“We’ll have a booth set up with our lifeguards to
help educate patrons about life jacket use and making
sure that life jackets are fitted properly, what it means
to wear a Coast Guard-approved life jacket, as opposed
to a normal personal flotation device,” LaNeve said.
“We’re going to have some water safety coloring book
pages for any swimmers who don’t want to be in the
pool.”

There will also be music and games along with
competitions to see who can get the fastest times going
down the center’s water slides.

The event is free to center members, and town res-
idents can buy day passes running from $5 to $7 per
adult. Discounted day passes are available for kids aged
18 months to 17 years, military active and veteran ser-
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Pool-a-Palooza will hold timed competitions on its water slides.
(Town of Queen Creek)

vice members, and senior adults aged 55 years and old-
er. Children 17 months and younger get free admission
with a guardian who purchases a day pass.

Information on memberships and fees can be found
at tinyurl.com/54a69ark.

The Queen Creek Recreation & Aquatic Center
has been open for just more than a year and is sifting
through feedback from residents. But staff is already

heeding two issues.

There were complaints of kids ages 9-12 wandering
around the center. Too old for childcare but too young
for teens activities, the tweens were left rudderless. As
a result, the town has opened Hangout Headquarters
— a separate space for the youngsters that offers pro-
grams and activities, according to Erica Perez, deputy
director for parks and recreation.

Residents also asked for more family swim time
hours and the town answered. From May 23 to July
19, family swim will be available from noon to 5 p.m.,
Monday-Friday; noon to 6 p.m., Saturday; and noon
to 4 p.m. on Sundays.

During Family Swim hours all pool amenities are
open including the lazy river, water slides and diving
boards.

Twice a month starting on May 23 through Aug.
26, the aquatic center will also have sunset swim hours
from 6 to 8 p.m.

Pool-a-Palooza is the first event of the summer for
the center, but not the last. Residents can also look for-
ward to the July 4th Splash Bash where families can
celebrate America’s 250th birthday with games and
activities, including tie-dyeing, water balloons, lazy
river bingo and water volleyball. July 4th Splash Bash
runs from noon to 4 p.m., Saturday, July 4.

Your Local

Flooring Experts

From luxurious plush carpets to sturdy vinyl plank flooring and exquisite
custom area rugs, we have the area’s most extensive selection of quality
floor covering options to complement every room in your home.

Serving Mesa Since 1975!
2760 East Main Street #106 | Mesa, AZ 85213
480-833-7025

mesasalesandsupply.com

New!
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Flooring Products
and Installation

« Free 1/2 inch, 6lb pad with new carpet
« 50% Off Binding for new Custom Area Rug!
« Free Moisture barrier for new LVP!

Window Coverings

and Installation Countertops

Financing &
Discounts Available
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Queen Creek musician turns talents to writing children’s books

Franklin Smith is a country music artist based in Queen Creek. He
released a children’s book and a second was set to come out April
25. (Courtesy Evolve Public Relations & Marketing)

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A simple misunderstanding opened a whole new
world for Queen Creek country music artist, and now
children’s book author, Franklin Smith.

Around the time of the COVID pandemic, Smith
took his grown children’s advice and started writing
a kids’ book. It was initially a story about the adven-
tures of two young sasquatches on Mount St. Helens
— an obvious setting for the Washington state native.

“I recruited a group of teachers and therapists to
kind of be a focus group on this manuscript, which
was not illustrated,” Smith said. They all loved it.
And so, I was getting ready to illustrate it, but some-
thing was just missing from it. I don’t know what it
was, just an instinct that it was missing that magical
component.”

As the pandemic eased, Smith started to help a
friend who was building a house. The friend told him
he planned to see Smith perform that evening and
asked him if he planned on playing any Shania T'wain.

Western i
Bank - Invest - Insure

Your Hometown Bank

=

Standing at the top of a ladder, Smith’s response
was, “I hope I don’t.”

“He goes, “What’s a hope I don’t?’”

Smith had his “magical component.”

Taking a break from helping his friend, Smith
immediately began writing about the creatures that
would become the HOPEiDONTS.

The HOPEIiDONTS are small bean-shaped crea-
tures that take part in the adventures of the young sas-
quatches Buz and Budger and all their friends. The
HOPEIDONTS are used to illustrate various emo-
tions kids are trying to understand.

Suddenly, Smith’s initial book had been trans-
formed and started creating a buzz.

He began receiving phone calls from companies
interested in the book, as well as from Mark Marder-
osian, a long-time illustrator who has worked for Dis-
ney.

Franklin soon found himself in meetings with ed-
ucators, therapists and other experts getting a crash

® See Smith on page 17

O Ll Or STO[

976 W Chandler Blvd * Chandler
480-855-6287 « WESTERNBANKS.COM

Member FDIC



The young sasquatches Buz and Budger learn to identify and process emotions through Franklin’s mag-

ical HOPEIDONT. (HOPEIDONT Books)

Smith

¢ From page 16

course on social-emotional learning.

He then took to the road and began
visiting children’s hospitals, meeting
with kids and the folks in charge as he
tried to get a handle on just what he had
created.

“I'm the least equipped person to
write a children’s book on social-emo-
tional learning. So, as I traveled around,
[ was just interviewing and understand-
ing.”

Talking to kids was an eye-opener
for Smith. One of his HOPEIDONT's
is meant to illustrate anger. Smith

thought the appropriate color would
be red. To Shis surprise, the kids said
green because of The Incredible Hulk.

Despite the expense, Smith next
hired Marderosian to illustrate his first
HOPEIDONT book.

With Marderosian and Ali Crock-
er co-writing, Smith’s simple tale has
grown into a business, HOPEiDONT
Books, a “character-based social-emo-
tional learning company dedicated to
supporting children’s emotional devel-
opment,” according to its website.

Smith’s first book is called “Slime
Time Fun,” and his second, “Balbina
the Bear Learns to Swim,” was released
on April 25.

10104 E. APACHE TRAIL APACHE JUNCTION

“YOUR FLOORING PROFESSIONALS”

WE SELL CARPET- TILE - LAMINATE - WOOD - VINYL
WE CLEAN CARPET - TILE - GROUT - UPHOLSTERY

WE DO FLOOR REPAIR AND MORE

480-380-3211

ROC #201105
IICRC CERTIFIED
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"THE PORK SHOP
Quality Fresh Pork

Your Local Meat Market For Pork

FREE
SAUSAGE TASTING
Saturdays In May

10am-2pm
N May
Is Sausage
Month!

OPEN:

Tues.-Sat. 8-5pm - Sun 9-3pm
3359 E. Combs
Queen Creek, AZ 85140
(480) 987-0101

theporkshopaz.com

2 EAST VALLEY LOCATIONS!

Planning for the future just got easier for East Valley residents!

Our locally-owned firm
helps you:

FREE LB, oF |

BRATWURST !

.~ With $25 purchase. I
. Limit one per customer, please. a

@
M 3 %
Riggs Ad. "}nﬁlw Rd./Combs Rd.|
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Create or update your Will
Set up a Trust

Plan for Medicaid

Secure Powers of Attorney
And more...

Flat-rate pricing. No surprises.

Don’t wait.
Get peace of mind TODAY.

CHANDLER OFFICE

480-470-7000

1145 S. Power Rd, Suite 104 1095 W. Queen Creek Rd, Suite 4

Mesa, AZ 85206 Chandler, AZ 85248

walkinwills.com

MESA OFFICE

480-605-7000
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Buffalo Soldiers proposed monument at Arizona

Capitol inching closer to reality

A young reenactor with the Arizona Centennial
Legacy Buffalo Soldiers of the Arizona Territory
is shown above. The group is hoping to unveil its
monument to soldiers who kept the Arizona Ter-
ritory safe for settlers at Wesley Bolin Plaza by
November. (Courtesy Arizona Centennial Legacy
Buffalo Soldiers of the Arizona Territory)

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

There’s one more step left for the
proposed Buffalo Soldiers Arizona
Territory Monument at Wesley Bolin
Plaza to become a reality.

Gov. Katie Hobbs signed a bill
April 13 to install the monument on
the Capitol grounds. But the leaders
of the Arizona Centennial Legacy
Buffalo Soldiers of the Arizona Terri-
tory out of Mesa, which proposed the
monument, have been down this road
before and aren’t willing to celebrate
yet.

A contract approving the mon-
ument’s construction must still be
approved by the executive director
of the Arizona Legislative Council.
Once the signature is obtained, the
organization can move forward with
hiring a general contractor to conduct
the work needed to install the monu-
ment.

Deputy Cmdr. Michelle Lon-
don-Marable of the Arizona Centen-
nial Legacy Buffalo Soldiers of the
Arizona Territory said in 2024, after
the governor signed a similar bill, the
installation was stymied because of
a move to try to include the names

of other Buffalo Soldiers organiza-
tions from around the state that had
not been involved with memorial’s
designing or raising funding for its
placement.

But she’s hopeful this will be the
year thanks to the support the bill has
received from Rep. Walter Blackman,
R-Apache Junction.

The Senate passed House Bill
2062, the Buffalo Soldiers Arizona
Territory Monument, in an April 6
vote of 29-0-1. It was passed by the
house on Feb. 17 on a vote of 57-0-3.

Efforts to install the monument at
the state Capitol have been ongoing
since 2017, when it was proposed by
the Arizona Centennial Legacy Buf-
falo Soldiers of the Arizona Territory
out of Mesa. The group raised funds
needed for the monument, which has
been ready for installation since 2022.

The monument stands 8 feet tall
and spans 11 feet in width. It is made
of granite and is double-sided. It will
showcase six Buffalo Soldiers with
their pictures and stories on the front.
On the back, it will honor Arizona
Centennial Legacy Buffalo Soldiers
of the Arizona Territory Cmdr. Fred
Marable and London-Marable, who

worked on the bill and raised funds
for its design, creation and installa-
tion.

The Buffalo Soldiers were formed
in 1866 as the 9th and 10th Caval-
ry, and the 24th and 25th Infan-
try Divisions, mostly protecting the
Arizona Territory. At one time, all
Buffalo Soldier regiments were head-
quartered in Fort Huachuca in Sierra
Vista. The 92nd and 93rd Infantry
Divisions, the only Black divisions in
World War II, were also stationed in
Fort Huachuca.

The Buffalo Soldiers served until
1951, when the 24th Infantry, last
serving in the Korean War, was dis-
banded after the U.S. military was
desegregated.

Monuments to the Buffalo Soldiers
exist in Tucson and Sierra Vista, and
there is an exhibit about them inside
the state Capitol.

Once the contract is signed, Lon-
don-Marable said she hopes to sched-
ule the unveiling of the monument no
later than November.

Janet Perez can be reached ar jpe-
rez@iniusa. org.
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Gelato & Coffee
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Authentic Italian Cuisine, Made Fresh Daily!

Where Every Bite Tells a Story of Italy
Board & Bottle $35 ) ($5 Martini Thursday

ALL DAY ON MON. & TUES
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bruschettas and an entire bottle of wine.
($54 value! Only valid with offer.)
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Voted Best BBQ in Queen Creek

23670 S Power Rd

WELCOME /%
DELICIOUS

CULVER’S OF QUEEN CREEK ON OCOTILLO RD.
140 W. Ocotillo Rd, Queen Creek, AZ 85140

BOGO* 2 FOR $8
MEDIUM DOUBLE DELUXE
BUTTERBURGER

Culver's of Queen Creek

23651 S Ellsworth Rd, Queen Creek, AZ 85142

FREE
UPGRADE TO CHEESE

CURDS OR ONION RINGS
WITH VALUE BASKET

Culver's of Queen Creek

CONCRETE MIXER

*BUY ONE GET ONE FREE
Culver’s of Queen Creek

CULVER’S OF QUEEN CREEK ON ELLSWORTH RD.

Ste 101, Queen Creek,

" 480-988-6451
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Firefighters
¢ From page 10

the on-the-ground eyes as the drones
are being flown remotely.

Perhaps the most important aspect
of Dorothy is it adds another layer
of protection for QCFMD personnel
battling a blaze.

In one incident a few months ago,
Dorothy guided firefighters to safety
as they took on a fire in a large home.

“We were able to see the instability
of that structure with that drone, and
that allowed us to talk with the inci-
dent commander to let them know
that ‘Hey, we need to get crews to
exit out of the structure,” which they
did,” Castro said. “Then 60 seconds
after they exited the structure, that
structure did collapse.”

The drones’ infrared systems pro-
vide night-vision capacity, which
comes in handy as an estimated 75%
of calls take place in the evening

Limited
Release!

hours, Castro said.

Dorothy also helps QCFMD to
strengthen its good-neighbor policy
by assisting fire departments in near-
by towns such as Mesa, Gilbert and
Phoenix.

Castro began working on the proj-
ect that would become Dorothy in
2025 and ran it through a variety
of trial flights. He was a natural for
spearheading the new program as he
spent 13 years in the U.S. Army as an
aviation operations specialist.

“It was a really easy transition for
me to kind of take on this program,”
Castro said. “Our (drone) program
has actually been around since
2018. T just happened to revamp it
in 2025, and I just took some of that
past knowledge and experience that
I have and then absorbed what the
current fire service is doing.”

Currently, there are seven pilots on
QCFMD’s drone team who are con-
stantly training. But not every drone
operator gets to use Dorothy.

QUEEN

A drone takes off from “Dorothy.” (Town of Queen
Creek)

“Dorothy is a whole different lev-
el of skill and training that we make
mandatory for our pilots to learn and
have X amount of hours,” Castro
said. “To just even be able to be part
of the drone team, you have to have a
Part 107 license that allows you to be
a commercial drone pilot and then we
have other in-house trainings.

“I would say the training is pretty
rigorous on our end, but that’s what
we want from our pilots.”
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ARIZONA

New Olive Oil Release &
Unforgettable Moments Await
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ed in accordance with federal avi-
ation regulations and are limited t
emergency response and approved
public safety training.

Dorothy’s docking platform and
eight drones cost the town about
$103,000. That’s money well spent
to ensure the safety of the community
and especially that of firefighters.

“Dorothy has proven to protect the
lives of our firefighters and optimize
how we respond to emergencies.”
Vice Mayor Bryan McClure said.
“This advancement in technology is
helping make our community even
safer for both our residents and first
responders.”

All drone operations are conductj

Janet Perez can be reached at jperes@
intusa.org. Please send your comments
about this article to AzOpinions@iniu-
sa.org. We are committed to publishing
a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Civility Guide-
lines.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND

Mesa, AZ — The most common method
your doctor will recommend to treat your
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with
prescription drugs that may temporarily
reduce your symptoms. These drugs
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica,
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure
drugs. These drugs may cause you to
feel uncomfortable and have a variety of
harmful side effects

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy
is a result of damage to the nerves often
causing weakness, pain, numbness,
tingling, and the most debilitating balance
problems. This damage is commonly
caused by a hands and feet which causes
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to
lack of nutrient flow.
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As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood
vessels that surround the nerves become
diseased they shrivel up which causes the
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue
to survive.When these nerves begin to“die”
they cause you to have balance problems,
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and
many additional symptoms. The main
problem is that your doctor has told you

CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

to just live with the problem or try the drugs
which you don't like taking because they
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now
a facility right here in Mesa that offers you
hope without taking those endless drugs
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity
examination at the end of this article) In
order to effectively treat your neuropathy
three factors must be determined.

1) What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been
sustained?

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves
3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow,
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you
back to health is our new $50,000.00
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic
unit to accurately determine the increase
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to
accurately determine the increase in small
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system
delivers energy to the affected area of your
body at varying wavelengths, including
both low-frequency and middle-frequency
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM)
signaling. During a treatment session, the
Sanexas system automatically changes to
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare
restrictions apply) Depending on your
coverage, your treatment could be little to
no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed to
allow the nerves to fully recover varies
from person to person and can only be
determined after a detailed neurological
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage
there is hope!

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain
and neuropathy severity examination
to determine the extent of the nerve
damage as a public service to you and/or
your family and friends. This neuropathy/
pain severity examination will consist of
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this
chronic pain and neuropathy severity
examination from now until June 30,
2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an
appointment to determine if your chronic
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are
limiting this FREE consultation to the first
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 ... NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes
to our voicemail, please leave a message
and we will get back to you asap.

ASPEN

MEDICAL PLLC

GIVING YOU HELP WHERE OTHERS HAVE FAILED

480-796-1136

4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119
Mesa, AZ 85206
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Animals
¢ From page 1

allowed would go from five to 18.

Staft also recommended that swine would only
be permitted for educational purposes, such as
part of a school or agricultural club project. An
educational exemption also could be granted for
those who exceeded the number of animals al-
lowed.

Staff was seeking to bring the ordinance
back to pre-2019 language that allowed an ad-
ditional animal for every 3,000 square feet over
1 acre. In 2019, the amount of extra square
footage needed for more animals was changed
to 30,000, making it the most restrictive in the
neighboring southeast Valley.

In the end, McClure’s version of the ordi-
nance entirely removes the limit on animals
on l-acre properties, allows for keeping swine
without the education component and nullifies
the need for any educational exemptions at all.

McClure’s motion did retain the updated
animal welfare and management standards pro-
posed by the staff. They include:

+ Requiring shade for animals at all times ei-
ther provided by a structure or natural shade
such as trees.

+ Focusing on full containment and manage-
ment of waste to prevent runoff and nuisances,
rather than a fixed 50-foot setback from prop-
erty lines.

+ Permitting grazing in front yards with per-
manent stables remaining in side or rear yards.

+ Establishing a 25-foot setback for swine en-
closures to mitigate potential odor and noise.

Enforcement of the code will be triggered by

nuisance complaints or concerns about animal
welfare.

“Our code team, by-and-large, is reactive
and so they do not necessarily drive around
neighborhoods counting animals, looking for
swine or anything like that as it relates to this
(ordinance),” said Erik Swanson, the town’s
planning administrator.

Council Member Dawn Oliphant point-
ed out the number of properties this revised
amendment would apply to is just 1,200 out of
approximately 28,000 in the entire town.

“It applies to a small percentage of our com-
munity, which is what makes our community
unique and amazing,” Oliphant said.

McClure’s motion was unanimously ap-
proved by the council.

The vote came after a number of residents —
and even some considering becoming residents
— spoke out about the need to remove the ani-
mal limit, allow swine and no longer require ed-
ucational exemptions.

“I have previously owned four pigs, four
calves and four horses on ... just over an acre,
and they’ve all thrived,” said resident Tiffany
Baden. “It’s not about how many animals you
have, but how you keep them. I never had a sin-
gle complaint when I had all those animals. I
encourage you to listen to your residents as this
is our way of life, and to remember the history
of this town, its agricultural heritage and why it
was established.”

Janer Perez can be reached ar jperez@iniusa.
org. Please send your comments about this article
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variery of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

D&D Mini-Ranch Trial & Livestock trains herding dogs by using cows, sheep and fowl. New revisions to a town ordinance have
removed the limit on how many agricultural animals can be kept on property 1 acre or larger. (Courtesy town of Queen Creek)
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