Community

Video released on
officer-involved

Y

Neighbors

APACHE JUNCTION/GOLD CANYON Man plans to make

: world’s longest
&5~ INDEPENDENT =

May 2026 Volume 68 Issue 5

Your Nonpartisan Community Newspaper - YourValley.net

Council seeks
to increase
its pay

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

City staff have been directed to draft
an ordinance to increase the compensa-
tion for Apache Junction City Council
members for the first time since 2004.

The council on April 21 voted 6-0
— with Councilmember Tess Nesser
absent — for the ordinance to adjust the
council, vice mayor and mayor salaries
consistent with what was discussed at an
April 7 meeting, and to include a cost-
of-living or base-wage-increase provi-
sion.

Pursuant to state law, any approved
change would not take effect immedi-
ately. Instead, revised compensation
would become effective following the
next election and the swearing-in of four
elected officials in January 2027 and
three others in January 2029, Human
Resources Director Anna McCray told
the council April 7.

A council member asked for city staff
to compare present salaries with other
cities. That study followed on the heels
of a broader city classification and com-
pensation study and process, she said.

® See Salaries on page 6

STOP PAYING RV STORAGE

Don’t pay storage on a depreciating asset you don’t use

We have been serving

Dishing out the food April 11 were, from left, Sally Steiner, kitchen leader for the community feast, and volunteer Sandy Fisher. (Independent Newsmedia,

Richard H. Dyer)

Saturday meal a longtime
ministry at Desert Chapel UMC

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
church ministry to feed Apache Junction’s un-

Aderprivileged one day a week is staffed by a cad-

re of volunteers at various stations.

Many arriving April 11 for the community feast held
noon-2 p.m. every Saturday at Desert Chapel United
Methodist Church, 462 N. Palo Verde Drive in Apache
Junction, were on foot or riding a bicycle. They stood
quietly outside before doors were opened, first being di-
rected to a table with hygiene items and tables pushed

SELL US YOUR RV

the RV community for 480-832-0707 * info@powerrvz.com

end-to-end teeming with canned and boxed foodstuffs,
then to a line for two freshly dished-up packed hot meals.

The number of people getting the church’s free meal
on Saturdays has increased during the first quarter of
2026 over each of the previous four quarters of 2025, but
drops off during summer.

The drop in the summer is expected as many of Apache
Junction’s unhoused leave for cooler climates, said Sally
Steiner, kitchen leader for the community feast.

“In the summertime, a lot of the homeless go up to

® See Dinner on page 12
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND

Mesa, AZ — The most common method
your doctor will recommend to treat your
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with
prescription drugs that may temporarily
reduce your symptoms. These drugs
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica,
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure
drugs. These drugs may cause you to
feel uncomfortable and have a variety of
harmful side effects

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy
is a result of damage to the nerves often
causing weakness, pain, numbness,
tingling, and the most debilitating balance
problems. This damage is commonly
caused by a hands and feet which causes
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to
lack of nutrient flow.
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As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood
vessels that surround the nerves become
diseased they shrivel up which causes the
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue
to survive.When these nerves begin to“die”
they cause you to have balance problems,
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and
many additional symptoms. The main
problem is that your doctor has told you

CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

to just live with the problem or try the drugs
which you don't like taking because they
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now
a facility right here in Mesa that offers you
hope without taking those endless drugs
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity
examination at the end of this article) In
order to effectively treat your neuropathy
three factors must be determined.

1) What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been
sustained?

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves
3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow,
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you
back to health is our new $50,000.00
SANEXAS UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic
unit to accurately determine the increase
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to
accurately determine the increase in small
nerve fibers!

The Sanexas electric cell signaling system
delivers energy to the affected area of your
body at varying wavelengths, including
both low-frequency and middle-frequency
signals. It also uses amplitude modulated
(AM) and frequency modulated (FM)
signaling. During a treatment session, the
Sanexas system automatically changes to
simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT SANEXAS IS
COVERED BY MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare
restrictions apply) Depending on your
coverage, your treatment could be little to
no cost to you!

The amount of treatment needed to
allow the nerves to fully recover varies
from person to person and can only be
determined after a detailed neurological
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage
there is hope!

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain
and neuropathy severity examination
to determine the extent of the nerve
damage as a public service to you and/or
your family and friends. This neuropathy/
pain severity examination will consist of
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this
chronic pain and neuropathy severity
examination from now until June 30,
2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an
appointment to determine if your chronic
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are
limiting this FREE consultation to the first
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 ... NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes
to our voicemail, please leave a message
and we will get back to you asap.

ASPEN

MEDICAL PLLC

GIVING YOU HELP WHERE OTHERS HAVE FAILED

480-796-1136

4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119
Mesa, AZ 85206
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2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yO u r h O m e’ tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 5/31/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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City looking at increasing parks fees

ON YOURVALLEY.NET

City seeks artists for 3D
artwork on roundabout

The city of Apache Junction is
seeking a qualified public artist to
design, fabricate and install public
art within the center of the round-
about at State Route 88 Apache
Trail and Superstition Boulevard.
The project budget is $250,000.

GOTO
https://tinyurl.com/mr45pe3a

County warns of planning
and zoning process scam

Pinal County has been made
aware of a sophisticated scam tar-
geting applicants who are current-
ly working through the planning
and zoning process with Develop-
ment Services.

GOTO

https://tinyurl.com/yszume;j2

Republic Waste contract
amendments topic of
council executive session

Potential amendments to
contracts involving Republic
Wiaste and its vendor agreement
and landfill facilities were topics
at a recent Apache Junction City
Council closed-door executive
session.

GO TO
https://tinyurl.com/2kw9p36a

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fees are being drafted for the use
of the Apache Junction Rodeo and
Event Center’s renovated facilities,
such as a large pavilion, vendor elec-
tricity and RV hook-ups as part of a
regular look at offsetting operation
and maintenance costs.

The city’s fees were last addressed
in 2021. Fee changes, if later accept-
ed by the council, would begin in
January 2027, Parks and Recreation
Management Analyst Riley King said
during the council’s April 7 meeting.

“State law requires us to review
our fees every five years to see where
we are at within our market, and this
includes our programs, memberships,

For the rodeo and event center, 1590 E. Lost Dutchman Blvd., fees were compared with Payson, Queen
Creek, Tucson, Cave Creek and Gila Bend.(Independent Newsmedia, Richard H. Dyer)

reservations and equipment fees...
Fees are just one component that
helps offset operation and mainte-

nance of our facilities and programs,”
she said.
® See Government on page 5

Video released on fatal officer-involved shooting

The Apache Junction Police De-
partment has released a critical in-
cident community briefing video re-
garding an officer-involved shooting
that occurred in February.

At approximately 7:25 p.m. Feb.
14, Apache Junction officers were
dispatched to a domestic violence
call in the area of Ironwood Drive
and Shiprock Road. Prior to officers
arriving, the call was updated with
a specific address, and the reporting
party stated they could hear a woman
yelling inside the residence, accord-

News

your

Body-worn camera footage from the responding
officers is included in the department’s critical
incident community briefing video. (AJPD)

ing to a release.

Three patrol officers in fully
marked uniforms responded to the
location and observed that the res-
idence was surrounded by a fenced

yard with a locked gate. Officers at-
tempted to make contact with the
resident from outside the yard.

A male exited the residence hold-
ing what appeared to be a handgun.
Officers identified themselves as
police and ordered him to drop the
weapon. The man raised the gun to-
ward the officers, and an officer-in-
volved shooting occurred, the release
states.

Officers entered the yard and be-
gan providing medical aid until fire

® See Shooting on page 5



Government
¢ From page 4

“The money goes back into our
general revenue account, then those
fees go back to the general fund to
help pay for the maintenance and
the supplies for the programs — all
that,” King said later.

For the rodeo and event center,
1590 E. Lost Dutchman Blvd.,
fees were compared with Payson,
Queen Creek, Tucson, Cave Creek
and Gila Bend.

“Not one rodeo and event center
is the same so it is very had to com-
pare. Queen Creek is double our
size, Payson is smaller than us, but

we still wanted to see what other
event centers were charging,” King
said.

Current Apache Junction Rodeo
and Event Center amenities listed
with benchmark average and cur-
rent fee per hour include:

+ Rodeo park arena or multiuse
area, not applicable, $8

+ Rodeo park arena with lights
(Gila Bend and Payson only), $30,
$17

+ Rodeo park PA system (only
Payson has this fee): $65, $50

+ Rodeo park prep: not applica-
ble, $50

+ Tractor/water truck operator:
$40-$400, $55
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“As we are updating the rodeo
grounds, we have new amenities
that we are considering adding fees
for,” King said.

New Apache Junction Rodeo
and Event Center amenities to
consider with benchmark range in-
clude:

+ Dry camp fee (no amenities):
$3-$20 per day

+ RV spaces (electrical hook up):
$40 per day

+ Portable stalls: $15-$35 per
day

+ Pavilion: $45-$75 per day

Fees are waived for partnered
events such as Lost Dutchman
Days, King said.

Other fees to be examined in-
clude recreation center and aquat-
ics passes, recreation and aquatics
center facility rentals; program
fees, such as for youth break camps
and youth sports leagues; and park
rental fees.

“It’s mandated that we have to
look at them,” King said. “We don’t
have a goal set out to hit the bench-
mark average, be under or above it.
We just have to look at them and so
it is a good way for us to see where
we sit... (W)e can also see where
our income lies with these compar-
ator cities.”

The item was for discussion only
at the April 7 meeting.

Shooting

e From page 4

personnel arrived. The man was
pronounced deceased at the scene.

Charles Back, 69, was identified
as the man Kkilled Feb. 14 after the

THREE
FEATHER

shooting involving Apache Junction
police officers.

Officers later located what was
determined to be a Sig Sauer BB
gun, a realistic replica of a Sig Sauer
handgun, next to him.

The Mesa Police Department

is investigating as part of the East
Valley Critical Incident Response
Team. EVCIRT includes inves-
tigators from Apache Junction,
Chandler, Gilbert, Mesa, Paradise
Valley, Queen Creek, Scottsdale,
and Tempe police departments.

This structure ensures the involved
agency does not conduct the crimi-
nal investigation.

Body-worn camera footage from
the responding officers is included
in the department’s critical incident
community briefing video.

480-625-1733

maggie@threefeatherfinancial.com

185 N. Apache Trail, Suite 8
Apache Junction, AZ 85120

Across from Flatiron Park

THREEFEATHERFINANCIAL.COM

MAGGIE BERIZZI
Financial Advisor

FINANCIAL

CA Insurance License 4487693
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Make Mother’s Day

Celebrate that special day with a
tasteful touch of glamour from our
fine jewelry collection.

20-60%0F

regular prices

Kyhns J ewelers | y

derece 7972
3061 W. Apache Trail | APACHE JUNCTION
480.982.0300
Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

FROMTHE COVER

GOLDICANYONIPLUMBING

WOMAN/OWNED/ANDOPERATED

FEATURED! IN
PLUMBER MAGAZINE

2idP UV BING
SERV/ICE

Licensed
Bonded
Insured
ROC-269970-K37

Call Today
for Your Water
Treatment Options

Office: 480-497-1110 ¢ goldcanyonplumbing.com

Salaries
¢ From page 1

“It is important to note that the city
council’s compensation has not been
adjusted since 2004 — in over two
decades — since Ordinance No. 1215
was passed on Sept. 21, 2004. That
being the case it should not come as a
surprise that Apache Junction’s elected
officials’ salaries are substantially be-
low the prevailing market benchmarks.
When compared to peer cities and
towns the market averages are signifi-
cantly higher,” McCray said.

Council members are paid $9,600
annually. The vice mayor is paid
$10,800 and the mayor is paid $12,000,
she said.

The market average is $20,880 for
council members, $23,595 for vice
mayor and $36,367 for mayor, Mc-
Cray said,

“If a change in compensation is de-
sired, council may wish to incorporate
a cost-of-living adjustment into the
code to ensure compensation aligns
with market conditions well into the
future,” McCray said.

A cost-of-living adjustment is need-
ed, Mayor Chip Wilson said at the
April 7 meeting.

“When the last one was approved,
there was no including of the cost-of-
living rate ... you could adjust. And
putting it off for 22 years suddenly puts
you into this situation. And if we don’t
address that coming up, we’re going to
have the same problem 20 years into
the future,” he said.

Increasing the amount of money
the council and mayor receive may en-
courage more people to run for council,
Councilmember Bambi Johnson said.

Three individuals are running for
three open council seats and one person
is running for mayor.

“I noticed seeing different things
on social media that people had issues
about the fact there weren’t that many
people running for office. There’s a
lot of younger people that are raising
their families that may need to real-
ly think about the fact that they may
have to take time off of a paid job to
do the work of the city. And when it
is so low that they are actually taking
food off the table at their own houses it
can make a difference,” Johnson said.
“I'd rather see that there is competi-
tion because they want to do it and will
not negatively affect their family home
life.... (I)f you want more competition
then you have to be more competitive.”

Pinal County supervisor
appointed to water board

Pinal County District 3 Supervisor
Stephen Q. Miller was recently ap-
pointed to the Water Infrastructure Fi-
nance Authority of Arizona Board.

WIFA is an independent state au-
thority authorized to finance the con-
struction, rehabilitation, acquisition and
improvement of water infrastructure
throughout Arizona. WIFA is governed
by its board consisting of nine voting
members appointed by the governor

and legislative leadership and nine non-
voting ex-officio members representing
legislative leadership and relevant agen-
cy heads, it states at https://www.azwi-
fa.gov/about/wifa.

The authority administers several
federal and state-capitalized programs,
including the Drinking Water State Re-
volving Fund, the Clean Water State
Revolving Fund and the Water Supply
Development Fund.
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BREAKTHROUGH NEUROPATHY TREATMENT

HOWTO WITHOUT,
GET'LASTING THE USE OF
RELIEF DRUGS OR
FROM: SURGERY!

If you're experiencing pain, burning, numbness, tingling
or pins & needles in your hands or feet ---
Don’t miss this FREE Seminar on Peripheral Neuropathy!

CLINICAL STUDIES REVEAL: IN THIS CUTTING-EDGE FREE SEMINAR YOU'LL LEARN:

The debilitating pain, numbness « Why many current treatments for neuropathy don’t work.

and tingling experienced by
patients suffering from Peripheral

« The underlying causes of peripheral neuropathy, and the key to prevention!

« The Nobel prize winning discovery that every neuropathy patient MUST know.
Neuropathy can be successfully . :c:w r|c]>er|:oheral .ne-urc|>|pa;hy |Is dlagr;os;i,sin:lhw{[hden it can be succes:;ully trea;ted.
treated WITHOUT THE USEOF  ° AOIec nodogy or|g|:a ty tc‘eve :ps | )(/j - a'f ecreasesdr):uropa by .Zymf st.
DRUGS AND SURGERY  Advanced diagnostic testing to help determine if your condition can be treated.

« A simple home therapy that is used by some of the largest specialty hospitals in the
country to treat certain types of neuropathy.

TUESDAY May 12th @11:30

INTEGRITY NEUROPATHY CENTER « 1122 S Greenfield Rd, #102, Mesa

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED. SPACE IS LIMITED TO 15!
DR. AAR:;:ETs ::I\i?nlgoc, BCN RSVP by May 8th (480)820-9147

incarizona.com
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BUSINESS LICENSES

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

There were 46 business licenses
issued in March 2026 in the city of
Apache Junction.

The following business licenses
are listed by name — including do-
ing business as or dba; city; contact
name; and North American Industry
Classification System (code). For the
full list, go to YourValley.net.

+ Uproot Yard Co.; Apache Junc-
tion; Michael Hubbard; Landscaping
Services (561730).

+ Amanda E. Frantz LLC;
Apache Junction; Arizona; Amanda
Frantz; Other Accounting Services
(541219).

+ Molinas Spicy Treats; Apache
Junction; Hector E Rodriguez Moli-
na; Mobile Food Services (722330).

+ Treasures Galore; Apache Junc-

® See Business on page 9

BUILD-TO-RENT

Verge hosts grand opening

Elected leaders, stakeholders and
staff from the city of Apache Junction
joined 29th Street Living at the grand
opening of Verge — its new build-
to-rent community — with a ribbon
cutting and private celebration.

The new community is having
strong early leasing activity, with all
residential buildings now complete
and open to residents, according to a
release.

Verge, a 201-unit build-to-rent
community, introduces a new rent-
al option to the East Valley, offering
homes paired with amenities that
emphasize connection, flexibility and
modern living.

“This is a big moment for our
team,” said Beric Wessley, director of
lease up operations. “Verge represents
the culmination of a tremendous

Verge is at 1297 E. Broadway Ave. in Apache Junction, at the southwest corner of Broadway Avenue

and Tomahawk Road. (Verge)

amount of effort, and it’s rewarding to
see residents responding so quickly.
The pace of leasing in Apache Junc-
tion confirms what we believed from
the start, there is strong demand for
this type of housing in the market.”

Verge is at 1297 E. Broadway Ave.
in Apache Junction, at the southwest
corner of Broadway Avenue and
Tomahawk Road.

For information or to schedule a
tour, go to vergearizona.com.

THANK YOU FOR VOTING

480-550-8282  TwoMaidsCleaning.com

A Maid Service Worth Talking About

*2025*

WINNER
EAST VALLEY
FAVORITES

Tourloxnet

SPRING SPECIAL

*100 OFF

Recurring Cleaning

($20 off first 5 visits) offer expires 5-31-26.

US #1 BIOUSE CLEANINGT

5150 oFF

Move Out Clean

First time customers only. One time use with

Deep Clean or
Move In/

coupon. Offer expires 5-31-26.

License #00825-2018



A business license is a license issued to a person conducting business activity within the city of
Apache Junction or any person or business having a privilege tax or use tax license listing Apache
Junction per city code. The fee for a business license is $50. An application must be approved along
with the fee paid before a business may lawfully engage in business in the city of Apache Junction. For
questions regarding business licenses, call 480-474-5050 or email the business license coordina-
tor at businesslicense@apachejunctionaz.gov. Applications are at apachejunctionaz.gov/997/Busi-

ness-License. (Metro Connection)

Business
e From page 8

tion; Roy Montgomery; Gift, Novel-
ty, And Souvenir Retailers (459420).

+ L&C Auto Rental; Apache Junc-
tion; Larry W Stover; Passenger Car
Rental (532111).

+ Az Wildflower Esthetics; Apache
Junction; Stacie Smith; Beauty Salons
(812112).

+ Ironwood And Broadway 7 LLL.C
dba Arco Ampm; Apache Junction;
Zuhair Alhaig; Gasoline Stations
With Convenience Stores (457110).

+ Action Auto Group dba Doug’s
Transmissions; Apache Junction;
Darren Schiller; Automotive Trans-
mission Repair (811113).

+ Destiny Ranch AZ; Apache Junc-
tion; Thomas Woods; Luggage And
Leather Goods Retailers (458320).

+ Solon Corp.; Tucson; Heather
Guilliom; All Other Specialty Trade
Contractors (238990).

+ Parlor Games LL.C; Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado; Ashley Brunell; Oth-
er Miscellaneous Nondurable Goods
Merchant Wholesalers (424990).

+ MAK Construction Enterprises
Inc.; Phoenix; Mark Doerflein; New
Single-Family Housing Construction

(Except For-Sale Builders) (236115).

+ West Blue LLC dba West Blue
Tcg; Apache Junction; Layne Wat-
son; Used Merchandise Retailers
(459510).

+ Ni De Aqui Ni De Alla LLC;
Phoenix; Lorenzo Santillan; Mobile
Food Services (722330).

+ The Dog Father Gourmet Hot
Dogs And More; Phoenix; Kris
Gonzalez; Mobile Food Services
(722330).

+ Emovere Psychology Consulting
LLC; Gilbert; Stephanie Salisbury;
Offices Of Mental Health Practi-
tioners (Except Physicians) (621330).

+ Fat Strawz LLC dba The Blis-
tered Tortilla; Buckeye; Amy Or Tom
Jury; Mobile Food Services (722330).

+ K-9 Cardio; Gold Canyon; Kim
Eagington; All Other Personal Ser-
vices (812990).

+ Cubic ITS Inc.; Sugar Land,
Texas; Contracts Department; Other
Communications Equipment Manu-
facturing (334290).

+ AJ Shadow And Shears LLC;
Apache Junction; Heather Lujan;
Beauty Salons (812112).

+ Associated Contracting Resourc-
es LLC; Tempe; Brad Roth; Con-

® See Business on page 21
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BilGg) TIRES.

READY TO
ROAD TRIP

SALES EVENT

580-°120

INSTANT SAVINGS

ON SELECT, IN-STOCK TIRES
WITH INSTALLATION PURCHASE.
VALID 5/4/2026 - 5/24/2026

o0

On your purchase of $399 or

more when you use your Big O Tires®
and Service Credit Card

Valid 4/1/2026 - 7/5/2026

B NEXEN TIRE

BIGDTIRES

IN REBATE
SAVINGS**

n in-stock sets for four Nitto Cre
or Sumit

*$120 Instant

HTR Enhance LX2 or C;

e rebate form for tern
from the purchase date if the pr o]
. Minimum payments are NOT guaranteed to
im payment to avoid accrued interest charges.
nalty APR up to 39.999 at

PREMIUM OIL CHANGE

LUBE CHASSIS * REPLACE FILTER
22 POINT INSPECTION
4 TIRE ROTATION
Up to 5 quarts conventional oil » Most cars & light trucks » At participating store

Shop supplies additional « With coupon « Not valid with any other offer
No cash value « Waste handlling fee extra * Expires 6-30-26 * AJIndy526

APACHE

& SUMITOMO TIRE

+ ZERO INTEREST IF PAID IN
FULL WITHIN 12 OR 6 MONTHS

On purchases of $1,200+ for 12 months or $199
- $1,199 for 6 months at participating locations
with the Big O Tires® and Service Credit Card.
Interest will be charged to your Account from
the purchase date if the promotional plan
balance is not paid in full within the promotional
period. Promotional Plan Fee may apply.***

$100 instant savings on in-stock sets of four Nexen N'Priz S or N'Priz AH8 tires, Sumitomo

e t, Payment Required p
in full within the promotional p Minimum
lan balance within the promot:

A/C PERFORMANCE
CHECK

We'll thoroughly inspect your compressor,
belts, hoses, pressure and temperature.

Refrigerant at addiitional cost, if needed » Valid on R134a systems,
RI234yf systems are additional + Shop supplies addiitional
Most vehicles « Not valid with other offers + No cash value » With coupon
At participating stores « Charge for adiditional parts/service if needed
See store for complete details + Expires 6-30-26 + AJIndly526

| BIGOTIRES |
JUNCTION

35 S. IDAHO ROAD - 480-288-1978
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BUSINESS MOVES

W. McKellips Blvd.
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Q

MAP NOTTO SCALE @
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W. Houston Ave.

W. Guadalupe RO

Compiled by Richard H. Dyer

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Apache Trail No. 3 in Apache Junction.
Open 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Menu items
include “twisted spud,” a spiral sliced
potato fried and then dusted with garlic
Parmesan; “classic baker,” a baked

and fried potato topped with shred-

ded cheese and seasoned with salt and
pepper; and “BBQ chicken sliders,” two
shredded BBQ chicken sliders served on
toasted potato buns with fresh cut fries
on the side. Search for Spud Happens on
Facebook.

The Apache Junction City Coun-

cil on April 21 considered an
application for a new series 10 beer and
wine store liquor license for Circle K
Store No. 9288 at 10351 S. Ironwood
Drive in Apache Junction. Correspon-
dence related to inspections of the
premises for safety and code compliant
matters were received from the Apache
Junction Police Department, Building
and Safety Division, Planning and
Zoning Department, and the Supersti-
tion Fire and Medical District.

IN THE NEWS

o The April networking mixer

for the Apache Junction Area
Chamber of Commerce was at Dolly’s
Steamboat, 16802 AZ-88 in Apache
Junction.

The Pinal County Board of Su-

pervisors on April 22 considered
a special event liquor license applica-
tion of Roger C. Biede for the Friends

of Kids First Foundation Golf Tour- e The Apache Junction Area

o Apache Junction Police Depart-

ment on April 8 held Coffee With a
Cop at Coffee Corner, 300 W. Apache
Trail in Apache Junction.

Superstition Fire and Medical

District and Apache Junction
Police Department are hosting Coffee
With Your First Responders 8-9 a.m.
Monday, May 4, at Aerial Coffee, 185
N. Apache Trail in Apache Junction.
“Help us celebrate International Fire-
fighters’ Day & Star Wars Day. Bring
the kiddos to check out the vehicles
and visit with officers and firefighters,”
it states at https://www.facebook.com/
events/1366678669003767.

Arizona Financial Credit Union,

which doesn’t have a site in the area,
recently kicked off its 90th anniversary
year with a valley-wide day of service,
bringing together more than 100 em-
ployees, family members and community
partners to support Apache Junction and
Glendale nonprofit organizations through
volunteer projects. In partnership with
HandsOn Greater Phoenix and Arizona
Financial Foundation, credit union volun-
teers dedicated the morning of April 14 to
beautification and improvement efforts at
the YWCA in Glendale and a domestic
violence shelter operated by A New Leaf,
2066 W. Apache Trail No. 101 in Apache
Junction. The initiative reflects Arizona
Financial Credit Union’s commitment
to strengthening Arizona communities
through volunteerism, nonprofit partner-
ships and charitable giving, according to
arelease. In Apache Junction, volunteers
supported a domestic violence shelter,
Community Action Against Family
Abuse, now operated by A New Leaf,
completing beautification projects, all to
help create a safe and uplifting space for
families living there. Go to ArizonaFinan-

SPUD HAPPENS

AERIAL COFFEE

DOLLY STEAMBOAT

nament Event to be held at the Queen
Valley Golf Course, 600 N. Fairway
Drive in Queen Valley 6:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m. Friday, May 8.

OPENINGS

Spud Happens held its grand
opening April 18-19 at 1985 W.

Chamber of Commerce, 567 W.  cial.org.

Apache Trail, is hosting its annual Shop
Local program May 1-Oct. 31, a benefit
of being a member. The Shop Local
program supports local businesses by
encouraging residents to “Shop Local”
in Apache Junction, Gold Canyon and
East Mesa. Go to ajchamber.com.

If you have a new business
that has just opened, is under
construction or is celebrating an
anniversary, please email
rdyer@iniusa.org
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Arizona Crown

Center - THE
Your]Heme Town) affordable dental

IService Center, arown experts.

We fix broken teeth
7E0VY Apadte Tt © Apadie uncton, A7 S50 and replace missing
480:982:8489 teeth with bridges,

ISeelOur|New,Specialsiat:] caps and replace

AYTIRESANDSERV/ICE:COM

BASICLUBE,OIL&  SYNTHETIC LUBE, OIL ' low, affordable price!
FILTER CHANGE & FILTER CHANGE o
$3 499 OR $5999 NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

FREE 4 TIRE ROTATION AND SAFETY INSPECTION Be D Dp =
Most cars, up to 5qts 5w30, 5w20 bulk oils, new oil filter, chassis lube. Reset < Hay Sd : 7S R O N
TPMS not included. Plus $3 waste fees. (Canister oil filter - additional oil - Dsed e S <
larger vehicles - Foreign Euro vehicles - and special vehicles, extra charges DI F A ALL FOR APPO Z
will apply.) Must present Coupon printed or digitally. Expires 5-31-26 4Q QAQ —
ONE SIMPLE PRICE, NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional prices. We'll also
replace missing teeth with bridges and provide cosmetic crowns to create
the confident smile you deserve — all of this at affordable prices.

FULL-TIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO ASSIST YOU IN GETTING
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE

*1f your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

Reliable help when you need it.

Our personalized in-home care services empower
your family to live life with peace of mind.

hom!eEtead CA I' I' To DAY!
(480) 827-4343 | homeinstead.com/195 4 8 O - 3 49 - 'I l 40

Each Home Instead® office is an independently owned and operated franchise of Home Instead, Inc., an Honor Company. uzcrown(e“l‘e[‘,com ° 2490 wes" Ruy Roud, Ullif 2, Chu“dler, AZ 85224

© 2024 Home Instead, Inc.
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Dinner
¢ From page 1

Prescott or cooler places and then
they come back in the fall. But we still
serve around 150 to 200 meals,” she
said. “A lot of people — older people
— on limited budgets, they come in
on Saturday but they usually give a
donation for it... They donate goods
and they also socialize with the peo-
ple.”

Volunteer Ric Kayer said the Sat-
urday feast began in the 1980s.

“I wasn’t a member of the church
back then... It was for the homeless
who didn’t have a place to eat. Some-
thing the Methodist church does a
lot,” he said. “The hours are varied
depending on how many volunteers
we can get and so forth. Since I've
been here — seven years — we’ve
had enough volunteers and been able
to keep it open.”

Steiner has been the kitchen lead-

er since the beginning of the year and
volunteered for three years in other
areas of the community feast before
that.

Food comes from the Salvation
Army, Midwest Distributors, the food
bank in Gold Canyon, donations and
a budget of church funds, she said.

Individuals who come for the com-
munity feast are usually given two
meals each.

“They take either two meals to
go or eat one here and take one with
them; and they eat it cold or howev-
er,” Steiner said. “Most of them don’t
have houses... Some of them don’t like
to eat in front of other people so they’ll
take it and go out.... Sometimes they
have a hard time eating, they don’t
have any teeth or different things like
that.”

Being the kitchen leader is reward-
ing, Steiner said.

® See Dinner on page 20

FOOD DRIVE

LET'S FEED THE HUNGRY IN OUR COMMUNITY

SATURDAY, MAY 9™ 2026

DONATE FOOD RIGHT AT YOUR MAILBOX!

Place non-perishable food donations in the provided bag (or any bag) next
to your mailbox on Saturday, May 9, rain or shine. Your letter carrier will
collect the food and deliver it to Superstition Food Bank.

superstitionfoodbank.org

Volunteers at the community feast included, from
left, Margee “Rose” Korrell, Karenanne Mathews
and Vivian Patrick-Thomas. (Independent News-
media, Richard H. Dyer)

April 11 was the first day of volunteering at the
community feast for, from left, Debbie Skutnik
and Nancy Cline. (Independent Newsmedia,
Richard H. Dyer)

MAY FOOD BANRK NEED
WATER!!

Water is the key to all life.

Help fight dehydration in our community.
Cases, Pallets & Monetary Donations are
welcome!

superstitionfoodbank.org
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Midwestern University
Body Donation Program

Tomorrow's Healthcare Team

Your gift will help educate compassionate
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.

For more information, call: 623-806-7990

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308
azbodydonation@midwestern.edu | www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation
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EDUCATION

AJUSD receives 4 grants
totaling more than $1.1M

Apache Junction Unified School
District has been awarded four com-
petitive grants totaling more than
$1.1 million that will expand student
support services, strengthen academ-
ic success and enhance campus safety
across the district.

The newly awarded funding in-
cludes:

+ $50,000 for a direct student
services grant to provide additional
tutoring opportunities for students
while also supporting professional de-
velopment for staff, helping strength-
en instruction and student outcomes,
it states in a release.

+ $127,500 for the 9th Grade Stu-
dent Success Initiative. In partner-
ship with the Center for High School
Success, AJUSD will implement a
focused ninth-grade success model.
Research consistently shows that a
strong freshman year is a key predic-
tor of long-term academic achieve-
ment and increased graduation rates.

+ $120,000 for the 21st Century
Community Learning Center. This
funding will support the expansion
of the district’s high school Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps program
through after-school and summer
enrichment opportunities, giving stu-
dents additional pathways to build
leadership skills and stay engaged be-
yond the school day.

+ $877,863.46 for a school safety
grant. The district has also secured
funding to provide a resource officer
at each campus, with the exception
of Classical Academy at Superstition
Mountain. In addition, AJUSD is
working to secure a counselor or so-
cial worker to serve each school site,

One of the grants is providing $50,000 for addi-
tional tutoring opportunities for students while
also supporting professional development for

staff. (Kody Pudney, AJUSD)

further strengthening student sup-
port systems.

“This is about doing the work that
actually moves the needle for kids. It
means supporting them early, keep-
ing them engaged and making sure
they feel safe at school. These grants
give us the ability to do more of that,
faster,” Superintendent Dr. Robert
Pappalardo said in the release.

AJUSD credits the continued
success of its grant efforts to Grants
Coordinator LisaMarie Rudolph,
whose work has brought significant
additional resources into the district.
Rudolph continues to actively pursue
new funding opportunities that bene-
fit both students and staff, the release
states.

With these new grants in place,
AJUSD will continue expanding op-
portunities for students while ensur-
ing safe, supportive, and high-qual-
ity learning environments across all
schools, it states in the release.
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Radio-control helicopter

group offers scholarships for
CAC students

The Central Arizona College
Foundation recently received a dona-
tion of $2,500 from the Superstition
Radio Control Helicopter Associa-
tion, providing ongoing scholarship
funding for students in CAC’s drone
program.

Each year SRCHA conducts a raf-
fle to raise scholarship funds during
the Southwest Heli Rodeo at CAC’s
Signal Peak Campus, which is now a
SRCHA Academy of Model Aero-
nautics affiliated field. The event
showcases their dedication to the
hobby but also a commitment to giv-
ing back.

SRCHA hosts monthly fly days

at the CAC Signal Peak Campus,
and the 20th Annual Southwest Heli
Rodeo will return to the campus in
November 2026. Community mem-
bers are invited to attend, support the
club’s initiatives and witness their
passion for the hobby.

For information about the club,
visit https://srcha.fun or email info@
srcha.fun. To learn more about the
RC world of aviation, visit the Acad-
emy of Model Aeronautics (AMA)
website at www.modelaircraft.org.

Tax-deductible contributions can
be made at www.centralaz.edu/give
to support this and other CAC schol-
arships.
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From left are Mike Weatherly, SRCHA president; Frank Alanis, CACPD chief; and Craig Kurtz, executive
director institutional development. (Amanda Lujan-Rodriguez, CAC public relations assistant)

Medicare ¢ Individuals
& Families « Small/Large

Groups ¢ Long Term Care
Life Insurance

Plans With Zero Deductibles

Low Copays &
Afforadable Premiums

Choose Your Own Doctors

Retired? Not old enough for

Medicare?
PPO plans available with low copays

and deductibles. We can get you on
a plan that fits your budget that you
won't be scared to use.
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues. Visit
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take
the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide
an open forum for our readers. We
hope to stimulate debate, not to
dominate or control it. We reserve
the right to edit our opinions, and
we insist on civility. Please include
your name and phone number, so
we can contact you for clarification
or confirmation. We welcome your
photo. All opinions must be no more
than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal
attacks or complaints about
neighbors, businesses or other opinion
writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two
opinions for publication during a
calendar month. T'wo submissions in
the same issue will not be published.
The content of a submission is the
responsibility of the person who
submitted it.

SpeakUp

‘We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

Here are some comments about
stories happening in your area:

‘No kings’ protest
Saturday in Apache
Junction

“Those who believe in this stuff would be better
served to go give their time where it will do some
good, like a shelter, food bank, etc.” — Daniel K.
“I mean, no kings since 1776 so they must be
doing something right.” — Sean S.

Commission recommends
council approve 155-unit
housing subdivision at
SR24, Meridian

“Are you kidding? Has anyone thought of the
amount of traffic this is going to generate? What
is happening here?” — Pamela T.

Eight running for STV’s first
elected town council

“Yes, let’s do the primary election in the mid-
dle of summer when barely anyone will vote.
You know, just like you did the incorporation
vote to guarantee the results that you wanted.”
— Andrew J.

129-lot Diamante Homes
townhome subdivision
planned in Apache

Junction
“Ooh, this looks nice.” — Amy B.

“More pollution, traffic and noise, with less wa-
ter to go around. Turning wilderness into subur-
bia.” — Michael S.

“I do not like any high density growth in rural ar-
eas.” — Brian E.

“I think this is great, we need more high quality
developments like this in AJ.” — Mike H.

“Apache Junction is done, property values are

going to plummet. So old story the municipality
is letting this happen to our town we should vote
them out and start over before it’s too late which
is probably is.” — John S.

“John, agree. This bunch is not representing the
majority of AJ residents. It's representing big de-
velopers who are using up our water resources and
infrastructure. We residents are paying a big price
in taxes to provide more for them while we stand by
and watch them destroy our local way of life.” —
Connie H.

Annual Easter egg hunt in
Apache Junction

“Wish there were more family events like this
during spring temps. Maybe town-wide scaven-
ger hunts?” — Pauline L.

US60 study to focus on
Ironwood Drive to Kings
Ranch Road

“They definitely need to add an extra lane from
Signal Butte to Idaho. That seems to be the worst
bottleneck both ways.” — Dusty S.

“| agree that the 60 needs three lanes each way
but it should be planned all the way to Peralta
because by the time the work gets done Gold
Canyon will be even more backed up. Also
should add to the key exits south of the 60 so
they go further south to all of the new subdivi-
sions south of the 60 so their only exit to and
from the 60 isn’t Ironwood.” — Lonna G.

“Roads are a joke in Arizona. Have always been
20 years behind and not going to change. ‘Re-
viewing?’ Yep. For another 10 years.” — Bill H.
“Longer left-turn lanes at all 3 Gold Canyon red
lights, Superstition, Mt. Br. And Kings Ranch be-
cause at rush hour they back up into the lanes
of the 60 and will cause an accident.” — Joe K.
“The bypass so people can bypass Gold Canyon.
I’'m tired of people complaining and people go-
ing in a 55 mph zone going 85 mph. Please get
this done ASAP.” — Debbie F.

“Well, it’s not the 60. We need a new road just for
the Renaissance Fair.” — Kevin c.

“Kevin, they need to move it out to Florence |

think.” — Bill H.

“Bill, right idea, but down off US10 around Pica-
cho where the highway has three lanes, plenty of
exits and long frontage roads to get traffic off the
highway.” — Brian E.

“We need a by-pass so only local traffic uses
the current US60 between Ironwood and Kings
Ranch Road.” — Sam N.

“It would be better to bypass Apache Junction
and Gold Canyon by extending 24. Exhaust on
the freeway will back up against the Supersti-
tions and the noise will extend into our quiet
communities.” — Peggy M.

“Since money seems to be such a problem, one
thing that might not cost that much and could be
done sooner rather than later would be to extend
the diamond lanes to Goldfield. No overpasses
would have to be widened and no on-ramps or
off-ramps would have to be realigned.” —Dan H.
“Thru traffic on the right between Silly Mountain and
Peralta since many in the left lanes are trying to
make left hand turns into their subdivisions and
dodging speeding bullets as they do! At least
until a better plan is implemented.” — Beverly W.

Kenadie ‘Kenna’ Fleming,
17, missing from Apache
Junction, police say

“So many missing. Praying for her.” — Joan C.

Increasing pay of Apache
Junction council, mayor to

be discussed tonight

“Before they get a raise, they should give the po-
lice and fire a raise. They put their lives on the
line every day.” — Linda
“They just received a billion dollars to do street
maintenance; now they’re going to give yourself
a big raise.” — Jeffrey J.

2 thefts, 1 burglary reported
in Apache Junction to AJPD

“Yea, OK. What are they going to do?” — sharon
b.
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Carpet Tile Mosaics Laminate Vinyl Granite Quartz Sinks Pool Tile

= Outdoor Power for
Spas and RVs

= Panel Upgrades

= Electric Vehicle
Chargers

Free Estimates &
Free Design Assistance

480-336-3801

www.SunFlooringCo.com

= Lighting Upgracdes

= Diagnose and Repair
Electrical Issues

= Ceiling Fans

6832 S. Kings Ranch Rd #2
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MAY 8-10

‘Riverdance 30 - The New
Generation’

The Grammy Award-winning music and the
infectious energy of its mesmerizing cho-
reography and breathtaking performances
has left audiences in awe. To celebrate
this incredible 30th year milestone,
Riverdance will embark on a special an-
niversary tour, bringing its magic to Mesa
Arts Center, 1. E. Main St.. Get tickets at
mesaartscenter.com.

Red, white and BBQ

Chef Shaun 0’Neale from Dutchman’s Country
BBQ in Apache Junction—Season 7 champion
of Fox's MasterChef — is teaching tips and
techniques for backyard grillers to create
their best BBQ experience.

Create your own spice rub to take and design
your perfect BBQ apron to keep 6-7 p.m. at the
Apache Junction Public Library, 1177 N Idaho
Road. For ages 18 and older.
https://www.ajpl.org.

® See Calendar on page 19

Salt River Tubing open seven days a week

Salt River Tubing is open on the
Lower Salt River seven days a week
through Monday, Sept. 7, weather
and water-flow conditions permit-
ting.

Note: Beginning Tuesday, Sept.
8, it is open Friday-Sunday through
Sept. 27, according to https://www.
saltrivertubing.com/

Salt River Tubing is seven minutes
from Loop 202 East on North Pow-
er Road in Mesa. Salt River Tubing
operates under permit of the USDA
Forest Service in Tonto National
Forest.

Salt River Tubing is open at 8 a.m.
and last tube rental is 2 p.m. The cost
is $28 per person or tube, which in-
cludes tube rental, a shuttle bus ride

® See Tubing on page 19

PAIGE ART GALLERY

Featuring Owners
Susan Paige

and husband

Lt Gol Barry

and

Local Artists
Downtown Apache Junction

Painting Gifts Sculpture
300 West Apache Trail, Suite 106A

Visit all shops in the Plaza
Hours: Thrs, Fri, Sat 11-4  susanpaige@susanpaige.com

The annual Super Heroes Splashdown event at Salt River Tubing is Saturday, June 27. (File photo, from
Salt River Tubing)
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Dinner
¢ From page 12

“I feel like I'm helping out people. I
feel rewarded for that. You see a lot of
sad stories. Some of them are capable
of getting a job but they don’t want to
get a job. But that’s their life,” she said.
“And you get to know the homeless. A
lot of them, you see them improve their
way. They had a struggle, but they’re
getting help.... One guy just found a
trailer now so he’s living in a trailer, but
he was out on the street. He works part-
time jobs — just rewarding.”

Eight or nine volunteers are needed
on Saturdays to do a variety of jobs,
Steiner said.

“Some come in to serve and then
leave. There are four or five of us who
come in Fridays and then come and
work on Saturday and serve to the end
and do dishes. We have a few volun-
teers who come in and work over the
noon hour,” she said.

Others hand out cans or boxes of
food and hygiene items.

“They get a plastic bag and just go
down the line,” Steiner said.

Volunteer Margee “Rose” Korrell
staffed the hygiene items table, separat-
ing items from larger boxes.

“We try to provide soap, shampoo
and conditioner, and just different
things to help. Toothbrushes. Things
to give them,” she said. “People donate
this stuff and then we have to distrib-
ute it out there and try to be fair with
everybody so somebody don’t come

200 OFF Nty

COMMUNITY FEAST
TOTALS

Total number of people and total meals
served quarterly for 2025 and so far
this year at the community feast:

- January-March 2025: 1108 people,
with 2,288 meals served.

- April-June 2025: 1090 people, with
2,231 meals served.

- July-September 2025: 1,098 people,
with 2,225 meals served.

- October-December 2025: 1,248 peo-
ple, with 2,464 meals served.

- January-March 2026: 1440 people,
with 2160 meals served.

Source: Desert Chapel UMC

over and grab it all and then one person
don’t get it.

“I volunteer because I enjoy helping
other people,” Korrell said.

Winter resident Barb Fluth of Gil-
bert has volunteered at the community
feast for four years, primarily handing
out meals

“Mostly I work up there and I'm
the one who asks people how much
food and I get the food. I'm the go-be-
tween... That’s what I've been doing,”
she said.

“First somebody goes out and prays
with them and then they come in and
they have to go around the back and
come down this table,” she said of the

WATER HEATERS ed
OR SOFTENERS ales, Se o
10 v 0

hygiene and canned food tables. “So
they come down the line and then ...
we just ask them ‘Do you want one to
go or for here?’ and they can have two
meals.”

She enjoys volunteering and giving
back to the community.

“God’s just gifted us — my husband
and I. We started out being poor school
teachers and didn’t have much... So
we just feel, what can we do? We look
around and say, “What can we do to
help out?’ And we met another couple
at our church out in Gilbert who was
helping here,” Fluth said.

“There’s a lot of people who are gen-
uinely appreciative, and I love that,”
she said of the people seeking meals.

This is the second year Vivian Pat-
rick-Thomas has volunteered at the
community feast, most recently at the
tables of canned and boxed food items.

“I want to help the poor — I think
they need it,” she said.

Karenanne Mathews is a longtime
volunteer at the community feast and
clothing closet, helping out at various
stations.

“Since Feb. 14, 2009 — so over 17
years. I like to help other people and it
makes me happy,” she said.

April 11 was the first day of vol-
unteering at the community feast for
Nancy Cline and Debbie Skutnik.

“I'm just so blessed I want to try to
help others, I want to give back,” Cline
of Gold Canyon said.

“I feel so blessed. I feel like I have
so much and I want to help out. I take

so many things for granted, like taking
a shower every day and having food
every day that I want to do what I can
to help,” Skutnik of Apache Junction
said,

Church missions

In addition to the Saturday com-
munity feast, Desert Chapel has other
missions and ministries, such as a cloth-
ing closet also open Saturdays, with
clothing, shoes, bedding and personal
hygiene products for those in need.

Melissa McKinney, in charge of
communications for the church, said
people have been coming recently to
the clothing closet for work clothes to
help with job interviews.

Other ministries of the church in-
clude a school supply drive for Avalon
Elementary School, donating turkey
boxes in November for families at Av-
alon, and hosting a water hydration
drive, she said.

It also has a five-person congrega-
tional care team for church members
who need support or need to talk to
someone, McKinney said.

“Maybe they need someone to pray
with them, maybe they need someone
to meet them,” she said.

Go to https://www.desertchape-
lumc.org/ministries/outreach.

Richard H. Dyer can be reached at rdyer@
intusa.org, oron X @rhdyer. Please submit
comments at yourvalley. net/letters or email them
10 A20pinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Croility Guidelines, https://
www.yourvalley.net/croility-checklist/.
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¢ From page 9

struction (230000).

+ Skyline Electric Co.; West Valley,
Utah; Bridget Martinez; Electrical
Contractors And Other Wiring Instal-
lation Contractors (238210).

+ VB Cosmetics; Chandler; Jessica
Musanto; Toilet Preparation Manu-
facturing (325620).

+ Front Row Edge; Apache Junc-
tion; Sharon M Uhlig; Administrative
Management And General Manage-
ment Consulting Services (541611).

+ Wildflowers and Grace LLC
dba Wildflowers Grace LLC; Gold
Canyon; Shanna Vickrey; Clothing
And Clothing Accessories Retailers
(458110).

+ LPL Financial dba Three Feather
Financial, Apache Junction; Maggie
Berizzi; Portfolio Management And
Investment Advice (523940).

+ United Civil Group Corp.; Phoe-

nix; Sarah Simpson; Architectural,
Engineering, And Related Services
(541300).

+ Golden Sunshine Massage Spa

LLC; Apache Junction; Xiaoxia
Liu; Other Personal Care Services
(812199).

+ Industrial Safety Shoe Co. dba
Industrial Shoeworks; Phoenix; Bill
Cummings; Shoe Stores (448210).

+ A And D Engineering Inc.; Ann
Arbor, Michigan; Steve Smith; Oth-
er Miscellaneous Nondurable Goods
Merchant Wholesalers (424990).

+ BFL Construction Co. Inc.; Tuc-
son; Vicki Misa; Commercial And
Institutional Building Construction
(236220).

+ Pabco Building Products LLC;
Rancho Cordova; Ca; Brandy Hud-
son; Other Construction Material
Merchant Wholesalers (423390).

+ Tater Me Home Co. dba Spud
Happens; Apache Junction; Jessica
Knowles; Limited-Service Restau-
rants (From 722211) (722513).
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+ Cicely Snowden dba The Spar-
kling Diva; San Tan Valley; Cicely
Snowden; Jewelry, Watch, Precious
Stone, And Precious Metal Merchant
Wholesalers (423940).

+ R B Wholesale Dist. LLC; On-
tario, California; Jennifer A Roque;
Household  Appliances,  Electric
Housewares, And Consumer Elec-
tronics Merchant Wholesalers
(423620).

+ Ironstone Construction; Chan-
dler; Joanne Valdez; New Sin-
gle-Family Housing Construction
(Except For-Sale Builders) (236115).

+ Northwestern Builders LLLC dba
North West Roofing Az; Denver; Co;
Alicia Raben; Roofing Contractors
(238160).

+ Pollack Peacebuilding Systems
LLC; Miami Beach, Florida; Sara
Jeckovich; Human Resources Con-
sulting Services (541612).

+ Cristales Kool LLC; Phoenix;
Cynthia Cristales; Mobile Food Ser-
vices (722330).

+ The Little House In The Desert
LLC; Apache Junction; Grady Dono-
hoe; Toilet Preparation Manufactur-
ing (325620).

+ Rocks; San Tan Valley; Jerry Fel-
len; Hobby, Toy, And Game Retailers
(459120).

+ G And ] Development Inc.; Tuc-
son; Brandi Cunningham; Commer-
cial And Institutional Building Con-
struction (236220).

+ JP Vending dba Superstition Ex-
press Laundry; Apache Junction;
Paula Brown; Coin-Operated Laun-
dries And Drycleaners (812310).

+ Hofrenning Construction LLC;
Scottsdale; Ritch Defreites; Residen-
tial Remodelers (236118).

+ Prospector Pride Football Boost-
ers; Apache Junction; Jill Bright; Civic
And Social Organizations (813410).

+ GHG Consulting LL.C dba Lib-
ertas Processing; Apache Junction;
Alex Gomez; Administrative Man-
agement And General Management
Consulting Services (541611)

$1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE!

is Your Only Choice
for Remodelling

offer fast, affordable, and lifetime-
guaranteed bathroom remodelling
solutions across the Phoenix area.

()

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

Luxury Bath

As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we

BEFORE

Shower remodels « Tub-to-shower conversions
Walk-in tubs « Roll-in showers

480-629-5525

homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured « ROC #295792

We'll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!
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Tubing

e From page 19

occasional glimpse of wildlife. After a
few hours of floating, you’ll arrive at
the take-out point, where you will re-
turn your tubes and have the time to
enjoy a much deserved lunch or snack
before heading back home, the release
states.

Important information:

+ Rentals until 2 p.m., weather and
water permitting.

+ All guests must be 4 feet or taller.

+ Glassware is prohibited by law.
Coolers will be inspected before raft-
ing.
+ Marshmallows are prohibited by
Arizona law regarding criminal litter-
ing.

+ All drinks must be in plastic or
cans.

+ Military/first responder discount
is only available for in-person rentals.

For information, go to www.saltriv-
ertubing.com or call 480-984-3305.

Discover
Personalized
Care

Dr. Chris Allen’s new

SALT RIVER TUBING
CALENDAR:

- Mardi Gras Magic: Saturday, May 9
- Salt River Pirates: Saturday, June 13

- Super Heroes Splashdown: Satur-
day, June 27

- Rockin' Rodeo: Saturday, July 18.

- Spooktacular Halloween: Saturday,
Aug.15

- Mega Hawaiian Hula: Saturday,
Aug.1,

- Weekends only (September):
Fridays-Sundays starting Sept 8

- National Public Lands Day: Satur-
day, Sept. 26

Source: Salt River Tubing, https://
www.saltrivertubing.com/

personalized care program

is designed to give
you peace of mind
and control over
your healthcare.

day appointments

24/7/365 physician

text, or email

Same or next business

availability, via phone,

For More Information:
480.761.2500
SignatureMD.com/Allen

Deseret Medical Associates
6410 S. Kings Ranch Rd.
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118

Salt River Tubing is seven minutes from Loop 202 East on North Power Road in Mesa. It operates under
permit of the USDA Forest Service in Tonto National Forest. (File photo, from Salt River Tubing)




| Busiess |
CAC breaks ground on

$102M cultural, performing
arts center

The groundbreaking ceremony brought together college leadership, elected officials and community
stakeholders, including Governing Board President Gilbert Lopez, Governing Board Member Evelyn
Casuga, Governing Board Member David Odiorne, Coolidge Mayor John Thompson;and Casa Grande

Mayor Lisa Navarro Fitzgibbons. (0’Shea Tometi)

Central Arizona College recently
broke ground on a 91,000-square-
foot cultural and performing arts
center at its Signal Peak Campus in
Coolidge.

The $102 million, ground-up facil-
ity is designed to restore and expand
performing arts opportunities for stu-
dents and the surrounding communi-
ty following the 2023 collapse of the
Pence Center auditorium roof, ac-
cording to a release.

The March 31 groundbreaking
ceremony brought together col-
lege leadership, elected officials and
community stakeholders, including
Governing Board President Gilbert
Lopez, Governing Board Member
Evelyn Casuga, Governing Board
Member David Odiorne, Coolidge
Mayor John Thompson;and Casa

Grande Mayor Lisa Navarro Fitzgib-
bons.

Located at 8470 N. Overfield
Road, the new center is expect-
ed to be completed in fall 2027 and
will serve as a cultural hub for Pinal
County, blending performance, ed-
ucation and community engagement
in a single, state-of-the-art destina-
tion, it states in the release.

“Today is about more than break-
ing ground on a building; it is about
restoring a vital cultural and educa-
tional cornerstone for our college and
the communities we serve,” Dr. Jack-
ie Elliott, president and chief execu-
tive officer of Central Arizona Col-
lege, said during the groundbreaking
event. “In the wake of the Pence

® See CAC on page 24
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JAMES TIRE
480-982-7422

1755 W. Apache Tr. « Apache Junction

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR BY CERTIFIED AUTO TECHNICIANS

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Up to 5 quarts. Must
present coupon at
time of service

5362

WE CAN HELP WITH ALL OF YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR NEEDS
LARGE SELECTION OF TIRES IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES

ACCOUNTING
PAYROLL « TAX SPECIALISTS

» Accounting - Easy-to-use software: services include set up
then range from periodic review to processing all transactions;
we customize our service to meet YOUR needs.

+ Payroll - Now is the time to change. Get Payroll Services with
one who is Accessible, Efficient and Reasonably priced.

» Taxes - Personal, all business, estates & trusts, non-residents;
Also Sales taxes and payroll taxes. Secure Document Portal.
Unfiled tax returns? We are a judgment-free zone!

Notary Services Available

H.A.T.S.
Harris Accounting & Tax Service

Tel (480) 605-3710 * Fax (480) 605-3720
e-mail: Tax@HarrisAccounting.net
1000 W Apache Trl Ste 107, Apache Junction, AZ 85120
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CAC

¢ From page 23

Center loss, we saw an opportunity to
reimagine what a performing arts fa-
cility could be. This new center will
not only bring performances back
to campus, but will expand access,
elevate programming, and create a
space where creativity, collaboration
and connection can thrive for gener-
ations.”

The facility’s south half will be
anchored by a 1,000-seat theater de-
signed to support professional-level
productions. The venue will include
a 95-foot-tall fly tower to allow scen-
ery, curtains and lighting to be lifted
and stored above the stage for rapid
transitions and complex performanc-
es. A gridiron above the stage will
support advanced rigging systems,
while a 26-foot proscenium opening
will frame performances for optimal
audience experience.

Additional theater features include

a dedicated control room, accessible
catwalks for lighting and technical op-
erations, dressing rooms, private STAR
rooms for lead performers, a green room
and a large scene shop for set construc-
tion. The venue is also designed to ac-
commodate touring productions, with
loading areas that allow semitrailers to
connect directly to built-in power sys-
tems for efficient setup. Guests will be
welcomed by a dramatic glass curtain
wall entrance, as well as amenities in-
cluding a concessions bar, box office
and a state-of-the-art acoustical sys-
tem.

“The scale and sophistication of this
project reflects Central Arizona Col-
lege’s commitment to creating a facil-
ity that rivals professional venues while
remaining deeply rooted in communi-
ty access and student success,” Barry
Chasse, founder of CHASSE Building
Team, said in the release.

Designed by Architekton and con-
structed by CHASSE Building Team,
the center extends far beyond perfor-

® See CAC on page 27
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| COMMUNITY |
1 candidate for council had
expenses in 2026

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Only one candidate running for
Apache Junction City Council spent
money Jan. 1-March 31, according
to campaign finance reports that were
due April 15.

Three Apache Junction residents
are vying for three open seats on the
City Council in the July 21 Primary
Election and one is running for mayor,
all for four-year terms. They are:

+ For mayor: Robert Schroeder

+ For council: Darryl Cross, Sandra
Mykland and Bryan Soller

The Committee to Elect Sandra
Mykland for Apache Junction City
Council has spent $110.70 for dis-
bursements for operating expenses and
has $1,820.83 as a balance at the close
of the reporting period, according to
the document signed April 12 by Jen-

nifer Shifler, committee treasurer.

The committee Darryl Cross for
City Council has spent no money and
has a balance of zero dollars, according
to the document signed April 14 by
Cross.

The committee Bryan Soller for
City Council has spent no money and
has a balance of zero dollars, according
to the document signed April 11 by
Nita Soller, committee treasurer.

The committee Robert Schroeder
for Apache Junction Mayor has had
no financial activity during the report-
ing period, according to the document
signed April 13 by Schroeder.

Please submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters
orematl them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines, hitps://www.yourvalley. net/civility-
checklist/.

All work is
100%%
guaranteed!

ales
eInstallation
eService
*Repair

Air Conditioning & Heating

480-671-0833

Free service call with any repair!

ROC247803 Lic. Bonded. Ins

24/Hr. &
Weekend

Service
No Premium Charge

Residential/Commercial



Spanish-style residences are to incorporate traditional elements such as arches and articulated
porch and garage openings. Craftsman and Farmhouse styles are to use increased column sizes, ex-
pressive roof forms, accent materials and decorative features including corbels, shutters, and wain-
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HEAVENS

URGENT CARE
Quality Healthcare, Close to Home

scot treatments (City of Mesa)

155-unit ‘Haven at Destination’
housing subdivision planned

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A 155-unit, single-residence de-
velopment called Haven at Destina-
tion is to be constructed on 28 acres
at the northwest corner of South Me-
ridian Road and State Route 24 in
Mesa adjacent to the city of Apache
Junction.

The Mesa Planning and Zoning
Board on March 25 voted 6-0 on two
items to recommend the Mesa City
Council approve the development.
Boardmember Genessee Montes was
absent.

The board voted on a major gen-
eral plan amendment to change the
placetype from urban center to mixed
residential for the property and also
on rezoning the land from general in-
dustrial to small-lot single residence
2.5 with a planned-area development
overlay and approval of a residential

product.

The development is to be accessed
from Meridian Road on the north
side of the site. Secondary emergen-
cy access from Meridian Road is in
the approximate center of the site,
and a network of pedestrian paths
and sidewalks are to connect the lots
to community open spaces, amenities
and Meridian Road, Senior Planner
Mallory Ress wrote in a staff report.

There are to be 310 private ga-
rage spaces. The driveway provided
at each lot is large enough to fit two
vehicles, providing residents with ad-
ditional off-street parking options, it
states.

Four two-story product types are
proposed for 39-foot-wide lots, each
with three different elevations. Two
single-story product types are pro-

® See Housing on page 28

Putting Patients First

Now Accepting
New Patients!

(480) 444-1160

Heavens Urgent Care
8am-8pm Monday to Friday
8am-4pm Saturday and Sunday

7 days a week for all your urgent care needs!

ﬂ 95 S. Idaho Road, Apache Junction, AZ 85119

Beside Fry’s Marketplace in Apache Junction www.heavensurgentcare.com

Dr. Jason Heavens, M.D.

Access our Online
Urgent Care here

mlcﬁﬁoﬁnﬁ%

HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Sun City - May 4, 2026 - Sundial Rec Center
Fountain Hills - July 7, 2026 - Fountain Hills Community Center
Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade
Sun City - September 23, 2026 - Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center
Mesa - November 13, 2026 - Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?

EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101
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Local man plans to make world’s longest wood chain

Carl Myers, 88, of Apache Junc-
tion wakes up before sunrise six
days a week with a goal in mind
— building what he hopes will be-
come the longest wooden chain in
the world.

Myers, who spent many years
working in wood factories in
Jamestown, New York, has always
enjoyed working with his hands
and creating unique craftsmanship.
Three years ago, he began carving
a wooden chain link by link in a
small shed behind his home, his
daughter, Cheryl Jones, said in a
release.

Each day, he begins working
around 5:30 a.m., often continuing
even as desert temperatures climb
past 110 degrees. Despite the heat,
he remains determined to finish
what he started.

Woodworking has been a lifelong
passion for him. Over the years he
has created and given away many
handmade pieces to family and
friends, including smaller wooden
chains and crafted wishing wells
that now sit in homes and yards
across Arizona, New York, North
Carolina, Minnesota and beyond.

Now his focus is on completing
his most ambitious project yet —

Carl Myers of Apache Junction with some of the
500 feet of wood chain he has made in the last
three years. (Meghan OHotto)

a massive wooden chain he hopes
will qualify for recognition by
Guinness World Records.

His daughter says his determi-
nation is inspiring to everyone who
knows him.

Some of the wood chain Carl Myers of Apache
Junction has made. (Cheryl Jones)

“He starts working at 5:30 ev-
ery morning and doesn’t give up,
even in the Arizona heat,” Cher-
yl Jones said in the release. “He’s
a man who is determined to reach
his goal, and I'm so proud of him.”

Name: Carl Myers

Age: 88

Occupation: Retired

Hometown: Shippenville,
Pennsylvania

Family: Married and three chil-
dren — Debra, Carl Jr. and Cheryl.

When did you move to Apache
Junction and why? 2019, 1
thought moving here would help
me with my COPD

What do you like most about
working with wood? Easy to form

and shape

Where did you learn to work
with wood? Jamestown, New
York. I worked in a furniture fac-
tory and operated machinery to
make the furniture and learned to
love working with wood.

How long have you been work-
ing on the wood chain and why?
Three years so far. I want to get
into the Guinness World Records
some day for making the longest
wooden handmade crafted chain.

The Guinness Book of World
Records says the longest wood-
en chain measures 254.69 meters
(835 feet 7 inches) and was made
from one single piece of wood. It
was created by Peter Gwerder in
Schwyz, Switzerland, on July 12,
2012. How do you plan to beat
the record? I now have 500 feet
completely finished and am con-
tinuing to craft each piece individ-
ually by hand until I reach 900 feet
in length. I sand every piece by
hand. Each piece measures to be
1 inch in length and is interlocked
with each other. My daily goal is
to complete 2 feet each day which
takes me five hours to do. I do not
craft any pieces on Sundays.

® See Chain on page 27

10104 E. APACHE TRAIL APACHE JUNCTION

“YOUR FLOORING PROFESSIONALS”

WE SELL CARPET- TILE - LAMINATE - WOOD - VINYL
WE CLEAN CARPET - TILE - GROUT - UPHOLSTERY

WE DO FLOOR REPAIR AND MORE

480-380-3211

ROC #201105
IICRC CERTIFIED

-

Sign up

Daily news at
your fingertips

INDEPENDENT
at YourValleynet

for your
newsletter

I INCLUDES: Pre-treatment, spot treatment, no-residue rinse, | ||
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1 rake & deodorizer as needed, truck mount hot water extraction 11 1
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Wood

¢ From page 26

What is your favorite memo-
ry in woodworking? I really like
working with wood. When I go
into the Lowes wood department I
feel like I'm a kid in a candy store.
I enjoy making sure that I get the
right piece of wood, it has to be the
perfect weight, no sap in the wood
and it has to have the perfect dry-
ness. I enjoy seeing the finished
product each day and can’t wait to
see what the final project will look
like.

What advice do you have for
woodworkers? Always wear eye
protection, I have had instances
where the wood will come back
into my face and could have hurt
myself so I always advocate to
wear eye protection.

What is something many peo-
ple don’t know about you? I am
a determined person; I am deter-

mined to complete the 900-foot
chain and will get it done. I don’t
give up on things that I start.

How are you involved in the
local community? I am not very
involved with the community but
do enjoy time with some neigh-
bors.

What drew you to your com-
munity? My wife (of 67 years) and
I moved to Apache Junction from
New York sis years ago because my
daughter Dedra lives in the area
along with my two grandkids.

What do you most cherish
from your childhood? I grew up
with five brothers in Pennsylvania
and then moved to New York.

What is your most quirky tal-
ent? Ability for exactness. I like
perfection and with this project
that is exactly what is needed.
Each piece has to be measured, cut
and sanded to perfection for each
piece to be interlocked with one
another.

CAC

e From page 24

mance. Integrated classrooms and
labs will support programs in enter-
tainment industry technology, as
well as ceramics and kiln operations,
metals and welding, hospitality train-
ing and culinary arts.

A professional teaching kitchen
will anchor the culinary program
and support a second-floor banquet
facility designed to host commu-
nity events, meetings and private
functions, creating a potential reve-
nue-generating asset for the college.

Aninterior courtyard was designed
as a welcoming gathering space with
cast-in-place seating, string lighting
and shaded areas for students and
visitors. Steel pedestrian bridges will
connect the facility across landscaped
portions of campus, further integrat-

ing the center into the broader Signal
Peak environment.

“From day one, our vision has
been to create a space that belongs to
the entire community,” said Elliott,
CAC president and CEO. “This cen-
ter will be a place where people come
together to learn, perform, celebrate
and be inspired, building pride and
connection across Pinal County.”

With five full-service campuses
throughout the region, Central Ari-
zona College offers more than 90 aca-
demic degrees and certificates, along
with career training, personal enrich-
ment, online and university transfer
courses. Continuing education class-
es, workshops and community events
further extend the college’s mission
to provide accessible educational,
cultural and personal growth oppor-
tunities for individuals of all ages. Go
to https://centralaz.edu.
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NOW OPEN IN MESA!

Planning for the future just got easier for East Valley residents!

Our locally-owned firm
helps you:

Create or update your Will
Set up a Trust

Plan for Medicaid

Secure Powers of Attorney
And more...

Flat-rate pricing. No surprises.

Don't wait.
Get peace of mind TODAY.

CHANDLER OFFICE

480-470-7000

1145 S. Power Rd, Suite 104 1095 W. Queen Creek Rd, Suite 4

Mesa, AZ 85206 Chandler, AZ 85248
walkinwills.com

MESA OFFICE

480-605-7000
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Be a Civility Advocate!
Civility Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues

O Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

O Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling,
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. —have no place in civil discussions.
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

O Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty.
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of
information that others may question.

O Don't misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words
of others, identify and credit the source.

O Listen & learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen to those we
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully
seeking out views that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working
together for the greater good.

O Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

O Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these
civil behaviors. And it's OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you've read the checklist, take
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Housing
e From page 25

posed for 50-foot-wide lots, each
with six different elevations, it states
in the staff report.

“The two-story product includes
front porches, a covered rear patio,
three or four bedrooms and a two-
car garage. The single-story product
includes covered front entries, a cov-
ered rear patio, three bedrooms and
a two-car garage,” Ress wrote in the
staff report. “The two-story product
will have the ability to be placed at
the front setback or 3 feet behind it,
allowing for variation in home place-
ment along the street. The single-sto-
ry product will need to be placed at

the front setback line; however, the
single-story lots are not adjacent
to each other so their uniformity in
placement will not be noticeable,”

Sean Lake of Pew and Lake PLC
is the applicant. The Cubes at Me-
ridian 24 LLC is the owner.

Homes are to be designed in Span-
ish, craftsman and farmhouse styles,
it states in a written project narrative.

“Spanish-style residences incor-
porate traditional elements such as
arches and articulated porch and ga-
rage openings. Craftsman and Farm-
house styles utilize increased column
sizes, expressive roof forms, accent
materials and decorative features in-
cluding corbels, shutters, and wain-
scot treatments,” it states.

129-lot gated townhome
subdivision OK’d by council

By Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A 129-lot gated townhome subdivi-
sion with a homeowners association is to
be constructed at the northeast corner
of South Acacia Road and East South-
ern Avenue in Apache Junction.

The Apache Junction City Coun-
cil on April 21 voted 6-0 with Coun-
cilmember Tess Nesser absent to ap-
prove rezoning the property and a
minor general plan amendment to mod-
ify a commercial land use designation
to high-density residential. It included
a stipulation that it include a site plan
approved by the city’s planning com-
mission with the addition of directional
signs.

The city’s planning and zoning
commission on March 24 voted 4-3
to recommend council approve rezon-
ing the property and the minor general
plan amendment. It directed city staff
to work with the developer to examine
changing an entrance/exit point from
Acacia to Starr Road. Dissenting were
Commissioners Ari Kalan, Jesse Gage
and Roy Starr.

“I'm going to vote ‘yes, but I do
have concerns with traffic,” Chair Dave
Hantzsche said in voting,

“I also have concerns with traffic but
I do think that the development has
great possibilities, so ‘yes,” Vice Chair
Robin Barker said in voting.

““Yes,” because I am confident that
they will work well with the city and
the changes,” Commissioner Sandra
Mykland said in voting,.

Brennan Ray of Ray Law Firm, rep-
resenting Diamante Homes Inc. asked
for the rezoning from high-density
multiple-family residential by planned
development, general commercial and
general rural low-density single-fami-
ly detached residential to high-density
multiple-family residential by planned
development with a new planned de-
velopment overlay to authorize the de-
velopment.

Three color schemes and a couple
different elevation types are planned
on the 7.96-acre property just west
of Goldfield Road, Principal Planner
Nicholas Leftwich told the commis-
sion.
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Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$20 per market - 30 words

Your ad appears in the newspaper
of choice plus online
95 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

560 four markets - 30 words

Your ad appears in four newspapers
of choice plus online
5 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

15" per inch after (maximum size 855 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

$45°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

RV Space/Rent

RV Space For Rent
Large Private
Fenced Yard

With All Utilities

Located On-Site in
Apache Junction - AJ
For More Information

TEXTONLY
602-206-3978

SELL IT
NOW

call
623-972-6101

To place your ad.

Automobiles

WANTED  older cars
1940's 50's 60's 70's
80’s. Running or not.
Can tow non running car.
Please Call or Text me
what you have
480-375-8959 or email
oldcar@usa.com

Building Materials Pets/Supplies AC/Heating

10839 £ APACHE TRAIL #127
480-219-7665

HOME MAINTENANCE

= We Offer Financing

www.servicelsthvac.com

= Emergency Priority Service

= Free Estimates on NEW Units

= $89 Service Fee (waived with repair)
= Senior Discounts on Repairs

Authorized TRANE Dealer

602-898-HOME (4663)

Licensed / Bonded / Insured / ROC 354145

NOTICE
Independent G R AN l TE
Newspapers
will not knowingly D E L IVE R E D
accept any
advertisement that is Support Your Small Local Businesses
illegal or considered REWARD
fraudulent. In all cases 3100 00 Wyatt “_’0" ks
of questionable value, Uy Trucking
such as promises of For Information Leading
guaranteed income from to the Recovery of _
work-at-home programs - Stolen Golf Cart.
ifit soundstoogood to YO Gan Remain
be true, chances are Anonymous
that it is. Call Jim At See What’s New in the
If you have questions or .319. o guo
doubts about any ad on ol ClaSSlfIEdS
these pages, we advise Your unique local marketplace!
that before responding YBRD

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-2916222
for previous complaints.

WOMAN/QWNED/AND,OPERATED)

Divergent Scholars
Academy

Private, K-8 School for

SALE?

2

Make it Busy! Call
623-972-6101

M E D
‘onnesting Our Commu

Shop Cars, Vintage,
Furniture & More
*)INDEPENDEN

nities.

623-972-6101 iniusa.org/classifieds

GOLDJGANYON
PLUMBING

HELP HAS ARRIVED]
U, Bemelee, NS © ROC-RH¢T-/ET

Special Learning Needs

GotGreen C

with

Gold Canyon
Plumbing

©02.692.6350

. \divergentscholars @gmail.com
812 N Meridian Dr.
| Apache Junction, AZ 8512
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* DRAIN CLEANING WeatherproofjCLC

- WATER HEATERS \ (BER) EE0ERAl (60) CRE-IED

AND SOFTENERS ¥ D ANGLER S PRI
- TOILETS - FAUCETS ROOFING Dlacautts "8 Ogersiad
* GARBAGE DISPOSALS
* AND MORE No job too big or small ;w*wlﬂv%‘kk ﬁi [RoofS)

INOJiobj

Senior discounts available [EUEDihe

ROC # 305771

24/7

Locally Owned & Operated
Licensed-Bonded-Insured Licensed Bonded Insured

480-401-8334 480PlumbingAZ.com 480-518-3246

KITCHENS & BATHS
YORK

SINCE 2007
48 0 = 4 2 0 = 9 1 8 8 RsopgiaFliIz”ﬁn gp!:re !{E&II!EI?MI;SLC

FREE Design Consultations + Roof Repairs - Roof Replacements - Flat Roofs Coatings - Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles

John York - Owner/Operator

EXteks FLLJC Bahtihd]

Call Tom

ROC 317976 31777

Senior & Military
Discounts

PLUMBING SERVICES

WE ARE A FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING COMPANY

SPECIALIZE IN WATER & SEWER LINE REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
 Drain & Sewer « Water Leaks « Hydro Jetting
« Camera Inspections « And More
rescuemyplumbing.com

LOCALLY OWNED
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

3D Color Renderings

L4
888
e=r]

BulldogKitchenandBath.com

ROC #329447

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

ROC# 333354 D
Remodeling Remodeling Transportation

[ WEDOITALL INELINE TRANSPORTATION
Sgé(%ﬁmm_; Inc. ety il AlTDOCT Transportation

DRYWALL LLC
Bath & Kitchen Remodels - Cabinets

602-705-5209

Remodeling - Painting « Plumbing - Electrical
Doors & Windows « Roofing « Tenant Improvements
Water & Fire Damage Restoration

Fast 24 hour response!
480-430-7737 cen
AAAFinishers@live.com emai
aaaActionContractinginc.com

LIC/BONDED/INSURED | Residential | Commercial | ROC#218802

- Bath & Kitchen Remodel
- Painting - Plumbing - Doors
- Dry Wall & Stucco Repair
- Cabinets - Electric
- Roofing - Handyman Service
LOCAL RESIDENT - ROC #289321 and ROC #289320

(480) 2 3 2'60 ]. 7 studmanak47@aol.com

DESIGN A RIDE TRANSPORTATION
eDirect Personal Ride
eDoor to Door Service on YOUR Schedule
e No Stopse No Waitinge Insured

A0=107-1898 0 WWW.CIEIr B Z.Com

¥ Affordable
&
AN Dependable! 4

!f"l 2 kg hRu J m| = T, startﬁlagtzi s 2 U
or ange — T | | % call or go online to

. i T e 3 place your ad today!
With the Classifieds, you can clear C 2’\{: 1 35(‘ —

the clutter, earn extra cash and find

great deals on the things you really want! INDEPENDENT 623.972.6101

coating & comactng ous o INIUS@.0PG/classifieds

Our C:
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