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City plans to  
expand risk  
reduction  
program
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale plans to expand its com-
munity risk reduction program for at 
least a two years, using $500,000 in 
opioid settlement funds.

This funding is not allocated 
to other city programs. Glendale 
Fire Department and Community 
Services leaders presented the pi-
lot program to the Glendale City 
Council at its May 12 workshop.

Adding two positions for two 
years and providing two addition-
al vehicles will expand in-field re-
sponses from five to seven days and 
allow the city to take on additional 
social work interns.

“Our intention with this expan-
sion is the success of it — because 
we’ve already seen indications of 
how successful it is — is to contin-
ue for years to come,” said Trilese 
DiLeo, a public services grants 

OPIOIDS

• See Risk on page 14

Work continues on 
Asian market-themed 

Mosaic project
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

It may look like a concerted effort borne 
of a board room mission statement, but the 
new look of Arrowhead Towne Center in 
Glendale is more of a gradual evolution of a 
mall in response to customer demand.

As a Valley indoor mall more than 30 
years old, it’s nice to have demand to begin 
with. The Macerich shopping center just 

Staff of the new Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen work on a busy lunch shift May 19, one day after the fast food chicken staple opened inside Arrowhead Towne 
Center in Glendale. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Arrowhead rolls  Arrowhead rolls  
with the changeswith the changes

• See Changes on page 5
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Founder of 72SOLD will 
provide voluntary, no-cost 
strategy training to more than 
300,000 agents across the 
company’s portfolio of brands

New York, NY – April 23, 2026 
– Compass International Holdings, a 
global real estate services company, 
announced that Greg Hague, found-
er of 72SOLD and one of the most 
credentialed and experienced home 
sale strategists, has been appoint-
ed Director of Home Sale Strategy.  
Hague brings more than 50 years of 
experience to the role, with a career 
spanning brokerage, law, and real es-
tate innovation. His work is ground-
ed in the idea that the market is not 
a fixed constraint but a dynamic en-
vironment in which skilled real estate 
professionals can influence outcomes 
through strategy, positioning, and ex-
ecution.

 “My passion has always been 
helping real estate professionals un-
lock what’s possible for the clients 
they serve,” said Hague. “It’s about 
mastering how to position, market, 
show, and negotiate homes in ways 
that drive better results. When agents 
have access to the right strategies and 
the freedom to use them, the impact 
for sellers can be significant. I’m ex-
cited to share that with agents across 
this incredible network.”

 Hague’s approach is designed to 
complement the company’s listing 
marketing strategies, giving agents 
additional tools around home po-
sitioning, buyer demand creation, 
showing strategy, and negotiation. 
Agents can adopt and adapt these 
strategies as they see fit, with the goal 
of delivering stronger outcomes for 
sellers. 

“Greg and I share a belief that the 
future of this industry is one where 
agents are empowered to lead, and 
sellers have more choice in how their 
homes are marketed and sold,” said 
Robert Reffkin, Chairman and CEO 
of Compass International Holdings. 
“The best outcomes happen when 
the professional closest to the client 
has the flexibility and tools to act in 
their client’s best interest. Greg has 
spent his career building strategies 
that do exactly that, and we’re excit-
ed to make that expertise available to 
every agent across our network.” 

Hague’s training will be available 
to all agents across Compass Inter-
national Holdings’ brands at no cost, 
with participation entirely optional. 
Agents maintain full discretion over 
how and whether to incorporate these 
strategies into their business.

About 72SOLD 
 Founded in Scottsdale, Arizona, 

72SOLD is a home-selling strate-
gy consulting and training company 
operating across major U.S. markets. 
Inc. 5000 ranked it #211 among 
America's top 250 fastest-growing 
private companies and the number 
one fastest-growing real estate com-
pany in the Southwest. The compa-
ny has been recognized as one of the 
Most Admired Companies in Arizo-
na. Seven independent studies over 
five years have documented higher 
seller net proceeds from agents trained 
on 72SOLD's methods. Learn more 
at 72SOLD.com.

About Greg Hague
 Greg Hague is one of the most cre-

dentialed and experienced home sale 
strategists in the country. A licensed 
real estate attorney who earned the 
top score on the Arizona bar exam, 

he is a 50-year real estate professional 
who made a deliberate choice early in 
his career: that the real estate business 
needed better thinking more than it 
needed another lawyer.

 He began selling homes in the 
1970s at his father's Cincinnati real 
estate firm and never looked back. 
Over the decades that followed, he 
has personally listed and sold thou-
sands of homes, and has trained agents 
across the country who have collec-
tively effected the sale of tens of thou-
sands more. Realtor Magazine ranked 
him among the Top 20 home-selling 
agents in the United States.

 Hague founded 72SOLD, a home 
sale strategy consulting and train-
ing company that Inc. 5000 ranked 
#211 among America's top 250 fast-
est-growing privately held firms and 
the number one fastest-growing real 
estate company in the Southwest. 
72SOLD has been recognized as one 
of the Most Admired Companies in 
Arizona.

 Seven independent studies over 
five years have documented higher 
net proceeds for sellers represented 
by agents trained on Hague's meth-
ods. The most recent, a 2025 study of 
11,618 Phoenix Metro MLS transac-

tions, showed a 5.8% higher median 
sale price compared to other homes 
sold in the same market.

Hague has built a fully integrat-
ed infrastructure supporting agent 
training and seller results, including 
a proprietary CRM, an in-house ad-
vertising agency, a buyer lead genera-
tion platform, an appointment-setting 
center, and an AI partnership with 
PolyAI.

About Compass International 
Holdings

 Compass, Inc. (“Compass Inter-
national Holdings”, “CIH” or the 
“Company”) (NYSE: COMP) is a 
global real estate services company 
with a presence in every major U.S. 
city and approximately 120 countries 
and territories. Compass Internation-
al Holdings serves millions of buyers 
and sellers through a portfolio of some 
of the most recognized and iconic 
brands: @properties, Better Homes 
and Gardens® Real Estate, CENTU-
RY 21®, Christie's International Real 
Estate, Coldwell Banker®, Compass, 
Corcoran®, ERA®, and Sotheby's 
International Realty®. Every day, 
we empower a global network of 
300,000 real estate professionals and 
affiliate broker-owners to grow their 
businesses and deliver exceptional 
service to consumers

 The Company empowers real es-
tate professionals to streamline oper-
ations and seamlessly guide clients 
through every phase of residential 
and commercial transactions, lever-
aging powerful tools, including its 
modern technology platform. Com-
pass International Holdings brings to-
gether integrated services, including 
brokerage, franchise, mortgage, title, 
insurance, escrow, and relocation.

Compass International Holdings Names 
Greg Hague Director of Home Sale Strategy

Greg Hague
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Juneteenth Business Resource Expo comes to Glendale
The Kickoff to Juneteenth Com-

munity Resource Expo, presented 
by the Black Community Outreach 
Initiative, connects residents with 
local services.

The public is invited to attend 
the free expo, a one-stop event de-
signed to connect individuals and 
families with essential services, 
programs, and support organiza-
tions.

The event takes place from 8 
a.m. to noon Saturday June 6 at 
Arizona Christian University, 1 W. 
Firestorm Way, Glendale.

Attendees should enter the cam-
pus via 57th Avenue and Greenway 
Road and look for signs pointing to 
BLDG #3200/Dining Room Com-
mons.

This expo will bring together 
a wide range of local nonprofits, 

government agencies, and service 
providers offering information and 

assistance in areas such as:
• Healthcare

• Law
• Employment
• Insurance
• Veterinary services
• Children’s education
• Tax preparation
• Family support services
Attendees will have the oppor-

tunity to speak directly with repre-
sentatives from community organi-
zations.

Free health screenings and well-
ness resources such as blood typing, 
cholesterol testing, safe sex supplies 
and more will be offered.

Veterans, seniors and people 
with disabilities are welcome. 

The expo offers an opportuni-
ty to learn and receive guidance 
across more than 35 related cate-
gories. For information, call 1-855-
208-7875.

CELEBRATION

Glendale resident Rev. Marcia Garland, a primary organizer of the June 8, 2024 resource expo cele-
brating Juneteenth says farewell and thanks to the crowd at the end of the event at the Glendale Adult 
Center. Thi year’s expo will be June 6. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)
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This publication is offered 
free of charge in an effort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
effort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions.  
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.
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unveiled some new stores and 
more is on the way.

Since COVID-19 restric-
tions lifted, Arrowhead brought 
in some big name jewelry and 
lifestyle brand names, revamped 
its restaurants near the entrance 
and at the food court, moved — 
or is about to move — enduring 
retail favorites to bigger bright-
er spaces and introduced stores 
with a decided Asian flavor.

“We are always focused on 
curating the right mix of retail-
ers and experiences that meet 
our shoppers’ needs and drive 
traffic to the center. The ar-
rival of new stores aligns with 
the center’s natural evolution 
and also reflects the Northwest 
Valley’s recent and continued 
growth,” stated Gabby Ochoa, 
general manager of Arrowhead, 
in an email. “Arrowhead Towne 
Center is capturing and thriving 
on the retail demand this surge 
is driving.”

Mosaic will turbo charge 
Pacific Rim trend

Ironically. Macerich does 
not have anything to do with 
the mall’s biggest and most 
Asian-inspired project. Con-
struction is underway on Mosa-
ic at Arrowhead Towne Center 
in the former site of the Sears 
department store and auto cen-
ter.

Houston-based NewQuest 
bought the old Sears site for 
almost $8.9 million in 2023 ac-
cording to Maricopa County 
records.

A 40,000-square-foot 99 
Ranch Market grocery store 
will anchor the project on the 
ground floor. Japanese lifestyle 

retailer TESO Life will be next 
door.

Upstairs, expect a Kinokuni-
ya book store and a wide range 
of restaurants, including Pho 
602, Bafang Dumpling, Fat 
Milk, ROYCE Chocolate, 
Lady M, Swirl Crepe and 
The Alley. Other name-brand 
restaurants like Chun Shui 
Tang and SomiSomi are pro-
posed in NewQuest’s brochure 
but not included on the signage 
for Mosaic inside the mall.

Mosaic at Arrowhead is ex-
pected to open later this year, 
though specific details are 
scarce. NewQuest did not re-
spond to several requests for an 
interview.

“We are excited to see the 
development come to life and 
look forward to our continued 
partnership,” Ochoa stated.

The NewQuest brochure 
does not include a specific date 
but includes some interesting 
information about Arrowhead. 
According to the brochure, 
Arrowhead is the fourth most 
visited mall in Arizona, with 
8.9 million visits in a recent 
12-month period.

Round1, a Japanese-based 
bowling and arcade destina-
tion, opened on two levels in 
the mall’s southeast corner in 
December 2023. It includes the 
Spo-cha concept with indoor 
sports and a playground.

Miniso, KPop Station, TO-
KYO Japanese Lifestyle and 
PopMart all opened in the mall 
since 2023.

“With Taiwan Semiconduc-
tor Manufacturing Company 
and other developments in the 
area, brands are identifying the 
area as the place to be. Arrow-
head Towne Center continues 
to strive and takes pride in our A video board featuring Sizzle Korean Barbecue is prominent from the escalator to the 

lower level at Arrowhead Towne Center.  (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Changes
• From page 1

• See Names on page 14
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ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Council member Conchas 
announces 2028 mayotal bid

On May 11, Glendale council 
member Lupe Conchas announced 
his intent to run for mayor in the 
2028 election.

He described his candidacy as an 
“every day, people-powered move-
ment for trasparency, accountabili-
ty, affordability and ethical leader-
ship.”

Conchas is in his first term as 
council member for the Cactus 
District, which began in December 
2024.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/3c63tajm

City starts process  
to annex massive data  
center project

Glendale is working through 
the process of annexing a pro-
posed data center and natural 
gas electric generation facility 
in the West Valley that comes 
with controversy, community 
opposition and questions about 
its compatibility with Luke Air 
Force Base.

City officials began the poten-
tial annexation process April 28 
for the $36 billion Project Bac-
cara, projected to be on 160 acres 
north of Olive Avenue and a half 
mile west of Litchfield Road.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/38jku25j

Glendale folllows trend  
of large cities’ slow growth

New U.S. Census estimates 
have the city’s population now at 
260,572, which is an increase of 
1.5% from 2024.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/2jahr67f

Glendale council candidates  
respond to questions

Compiled by Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Four Glendale City Council can-
didates are running for election in 
two districts in the July 21 primary 
election.

The Independent asked the can-
didates biographical information and 
platform-related questions. Three re-
sponded.

Here are some of their answers. 
For full responses, visit the Glendale 
Independent page online:

Barrel District
Name: Lisa Baker
Age: 57
Years living in Glendale: 33 years 

total
Employment: Licensed Realtor/

Global Real Estate Advisor
Why did you choose to run? I am 

running to put the people’s priorities 
first by making sure Barrel District 
residents are heard and their priorities 
are addressed by the city council.

Why do you think you are the 
best candidate for the position? I 
would propose the policy or solu-

tion that Barrel District 
residents, I, and other 
stakeholders devel-
oped. My experienc-
es with the Glendale 
Chamber of Com-
merce, the GFWC 
Glendale Woman’s 

Club and the Glendale Community 
Development Advisory Committee 
taught me that the best solutions are 
created when everyone who wants a 
seat at the table gets one. This com-
munity minded approach brings 
people together and creates compre-

hensive and sustainable solutions. If 
elected, I will create more opportuni-
ties for stakeholders to get involved in 
city government.

Name: Michael Calles
Age: 58
Years living in Glendale: 29 years 

total
Employment: City of Phoenix 

Police Department - Civilian Inves-
tigator

Why did you choose to run? I’m 
running for Glendale City Coun-
cil because I’ve spent my adult life 
serving the public and standing up 
for others. I believe the Barrel Dis-

trict deserves leader-
ship that listens, brings 
fresh ideas, and puts 
residents first. Most 
importantly, I want the 
voices of the people to 
be heard. I believe city 
government works best 

when residents have a seat at the ta-
ble and know their concerns matter. 
Growth should strengthen our com-
munity — not change who we are.

Why do you think you are the 
best candidate for the position? I 
have spent my entire adult life serving 
the public and standing up for others. 
As a retired Phoenix Police officer, 
much of my career was dedicated to 
protecting vulnerable people, help-
ing families in crisis and keeping 
communities safe. I have focused on 
listening to residents by canvassing 
neighborhoods, hosting town halls, 
and meeting directly with communi-
ty members and local business own-
ers. I support strengthening public 
safety, improving community polic-

ing, bringing back block watch pro-
grams, and ensuring our police and 
fire departments have the resources 
they need. As Glendale grows, devel-
opment must remain thoughtful and 
balanced while preserving the histor-
ic charm of downtown and the Barrel 
District. Most importantly, I will lead 
with integrity, transparency, and a 
commitment to ensuring residents al-
ways have a voice at City Hall.

Ocotillo District
Name: Rory  Goreé 
Age: 61
Years living in Glendale: 32 years
Employment: I’ve worked as a 

consultant with LSI Consulting for 
many years, and prior to that I ran 
my own consulting business for more 
than 30 years. When I decided to 
run for office, I also chose to step into 
semi-retirement.

Why did you choose to run? I 
love this city, my neighbors, our small 

businesses, and the 
community that makes 
Glendale what it is. But 
I’ve also seen firsthand 
what happens when 
leadership stops listen-
ing to the people who 
live here. Too many 

families feel overlooked, too many 
neighborhoods have gone without 
the investment and improvements 
they deserve, and right now, we 
have a councilmember who’s more 
focused on sending resources out-
side the district than investing in the 
people right here at home, and that’s 
not right. I’m running to bring leader-
ship that is rooted in the community. 

ELECTION 2026

Baker

Calles

Goree

• See Goreé on page 11
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Better 
Hearing 
Month

Do You Struggle with:

• Difficulty hearing in background noise

• Frequently asking others to repeat 
themselves

• Turning the TV volume up higher than 
others prefer

• Trouble following conversations

• Ringing, buzzing, or humming in the 
ears (tinnitus)

Visit:
HBCABookOffer.com

Call (520) 492-0724
hearingandbraincenters.com

Relief from Hearing Loss and Tinnitus Guaranteed

Protect Your Hearing and Brain Health for a Brighter Tomorrow

Request your FREE 

copy of Dr. Darrow’s 

New Book,

Preventing Decline!

The tinnitus, the ringing, it’s gone. 
I don’t have to pretend as if I un-
derstand what you just said with a 
nod and smile. I really heard what 
you said. My mind is sharper!

– Jim Polito
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Tortas Paquimé, opened in Glendale 
this spring at 5149 W. Olive Ave. It 
features fast-casual versions of soulful 
dishes from restaurateur Omar Al-
varez, foods from his home town of 
Casa Grandes, Chihuahua.

Coquette Quinceanera Boutique 
opened recently at 6616 W. Camel-
back Road.

OPEN SOON
Arizona Hair Co., which has 13 

locations across the Valley, is in the 
process of moving its Glendale/Phoe-
nix location on 51st Avenue and Cac-
tus Road to Glendale on 74th Ave 
and Bell Road. Formerly the site of 
Floyd’s 99 Barbershop, the address is 
7410 W. Bell Road, Suite 310. Arizo-
na Hair signed the lease in early May, 
and plans to open around August.

NOW OPEN
VEG ER for Pets, recently an-

nounced the opening of VEG ER for 
Pets in Arrowhead at 7720 West Bell 
Road, Suite B. The ribbon cutting 
was May 21. VEG ER for Pets will 
provide families in Arrowhead and 
neighboring cities with emergency 
veterinary care including surgeries, 
ultrasounds, X-rays and more. The 
hospital is located just outside Ar-
rowhead Towne Center, less than a 
mile northeast of the Peoria Sports 
Complex. This is the fourth hospital 
in Arizona 

 On May 18, Blue Corn Cafe & 
Bakery doubled up in downtown 
Glendale. The Glendale Chamber 
of Commerce led a ribbon cutting 
for Blue Corn Express at 5746 W. 
Glendale Ave., which is around the 
corner from the original site. The 

new location has extended hours 
and a grab and go concept for its re-
nowned pastries and coffees.

Artistry by Michaela recently 
opened in Suite S of the Simply You 
Salon Suites at 5930 W. Greenway 
Road, Suite 18.

This spring, Elite Home Care 
Services opened day program for 
adults and children receiving ser-
vices with the Division of Develop-
mental Disabilities. Private pay also 
is available. The site is at 5734 W. 
Peoria Ave. Programs for adults are 
available from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Open weekend 
availability is from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
for respite camps.

Paquimex, a new fast-casual 
restaurant from the people behind 
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

MAP NOT TO SCALE N

BUSINESS MOVES

BLUE CORN EXPRESS

  1  

  3  

  4  

1

  7  

3

4

7

  5  

  6  

5

  2  

2

6



YourValley.net  |  Glendale Independent  |  June 2026  9  

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O�ces, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 6/30/26.
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Schools should focus  
on retaining knowledge,  
not fast answers

Education should prioritize re-
taining knowledge, not just access-
ing it with technology

Remember when you asked a 
teacher how to pronounce a word 
or what it meant, and the answer 
was, “go look it up?” At the time, 
it felt like extra work. Looking 
back, it was one of the most effec-
tive learning tools we had.

I still remember 
many of the words 
I searched for in a 
dictionary. Why? 
Because I had to put 
in the effort to find 
them. That process 
created retention. It 

made the knowledge stick.
Today, students have access to 

instant answers through technol-
ogy. With a quick search, they 
can find definitions, solutions and 
even complete assignments. While 
technology has its place and offers 
valuable tools, it has also shifted 
the focus from learning to simply 
finding answers.

There is a real difference be-
tween knowing something and 
knowing how to look it up.

Our education system should 
prioritize helping students re-
tain knowledge, not just access 
it. When students internalize 
what they learn, they are better 
equipped to think critically, solve 
problems independently and com-
municate effectively. These are the 
skills that carry them beyond the 
classroom and into real life.

This isn’t about going backward 
or eliminating technology. It’s 
about restoring balance. Technol-
ogy should support education, not 

replace the learning process itself.
The methods used in the 1970s 

and 1980s emphasized repetition, 
effort and engagement. Students 
didn’t just complete assignments, 
they absorbed the material. That 
foundation built confident, capable 
thinkers.

As I run for school board, I 
believe it’s time to revisit what 
worked. Our goal should be to de-
velop students who don’t just rely 
on devices for answers but have the 
knowledge and confidence to think 
for themselves.

Real learning lasts a lifetime.

Lisa Everett
SURPRISE

What is an American and  
other questions to consider

I take exception with Jeff 
Hostetler’s recent opinion on birth-
right citizenship. He incorrectly 
offers that “the Constitution plainly 
states that anyone born on U.S. soil 
is a citizen, period.” 

First, the Executive, as president, 
is charged in Article II of the Con-
stitution with preserving, protecting 
and defending the U.S. Consti-
tution, which includes the 14th 
Amendment. Enforcing the law is 
what we hire the Executive to do. 

The text of the 14th Amend-
ment contains two requirements 
for acquiring automatic citizenship 
by birth: first, one must be born in 

OPINIONS

• See Letters on page 11

Speak Up
Read what local residents are 

saying about hot-button issues:

Below is a list of comments from 
people on social media, including 
the announcement of Lupe Con-
chas’ 2028 mayoral bid, high gas 
prices and Peoria Unified School 
district governing board contro-
versy.

Glendale council member 
Conchas announces 2028 

mayoral bid

As soon as I read his qualifica-
tions I saw “more than a decade 
of advocacy in anti-hunger and 
poverty reduction efforts”, which 
means conservatives aren’t hav-
ing any of that, he might actually 
HELP middle class people — Jar-
rad L.

No. Absolutely not. — Louis R.

I’m Phoenix resident, but 
absolutely support Lupe.  I’ve had 
interactions with him before and 
was super impressed.  If you’re in-
terested in voting for someone who 
is actively working to improve the 
community and his neighbor’s lives 
instead of using power to make 
money for himself and big business, 
check him out.  He’s often at com-
munity events talking with people 
about concerns and needs they 
have. — Alexandria O’Mara

Glendale gas prices jump 
while Valley prices see 

slight drop

$4.80 a gallon is low prices now? 

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Take the Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarification 
or confirmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. 

Two submissions in the same issue 
will not be published. The content 
of a submission is the responsibility 
of the person who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 

Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. 
We offer a “right of reply” to the 

people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 

story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

LETTERS

Everett

• See Speak on page 11
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Meet Dr. Amar Sharma, Internal Medicine - 
Redefining Care for Sun City, Peoria, and Glendale Adults and Seniors.

Tired of Feeling Like Just Another Patient?

What Does Better Health Mean to You? Let’s Talk.
Call 623.404.6777 or text today.

13041 N. Del Webb Blvd., Ste. 130, Sun City, AZ
     623.404.6777      623.250.0344
     info@greatcareandwellness.com

Dr. Sharma partners with you to craft personalized 
care plans that prioritize your unique health 
journey — because your well-being deserves 
more than a one-size-fits-all approach.

Focused on Preventive Care, Managing Chronic 
Conditions, and Empowering Patients to Take 
Control of Their Health. 

Welcoming Most Major Insurances | Same-Day Appointments | Flexible Scheduling for Your Convenience

SCAN  
QR CODE

I’m a former small business owner of 
Espresso Garden, which had been in 
downtown Glendale. I’ve seen how 
the city has let both the residents and 
the businesses of the Ocotillo District 
down, but I also see so much of our 

potential.
Why do you think you are the 

best candidate for the position? For 
more than 30 years I’ve worked as a 
consultant. That same approach is 
what I’ll bring to the council   lis-
tening first, understanding the con-
cerns of residents and working to-
ward real solutions. When our City 
Council moved to tear down Velma 

Teague Library, I organized a peti-
tion and collected signatures to stop 
it, helping change the council’s de-
cision. That experience showed 
me what’s possible when residents’ 
voices are heard. Because of that ef-
fort, many residents encouraged me 
to run for council. They were con-
cerned that our district has too of-
ten been overlooked for investment 

and funding priorities, and that we 
need an independent voice who will 
advocate directly. In the past year, 
I’ve spent countless hours walking 
our neighborhoods, speaking di-
rectly with residents, listening to 
their concern, and understanding 
the importance of balancing re-
sponsible growth with quality of 
life.

Goreé
• From page 6

We are being bamboozled. — Cris H.

Peoria Unified does about face, 
prepares to choose alternative 

as interim superintendent
Wow an independent investigation 

into this board and the PUSD needs 
to take place. Definitely some sketchy 
shenanigans going on. — Michelle 
Edelman Eberhart

Speak
• From page 10

Letters
• From page 10

the United States and, second, be 
subject to its jurisdiction.

The amendment’s interpreta-
tion of “subject to its jurisdiction” 
means total, exclusive allegiance 
and lawful presence, not merely 
location. The current political 
misconception of citizenship arose 
in the mid-20th century. 

The U.S. Supreme Court first 
confirmed the understanding of 
jurisdiction in its 1873 Slaughter-

house Cases and again in Elk v. 
Wilkins (1884). 

Proponents of “birthright 
citizenship” incorrectly point to 
US v. Wong Kim Ark (1898) as 
they thought it dealt with illegal 
immigrant parents, but that case 
involved lawfully U.S. parents 
present and domiciled; not parents 
here illegally. In fact, SCOTUS 
has never held that children of 
illegal immigrants are entitled to 
citizenship simply because they 
were born in the U.S. 

Think of it this way: If a Brit-

ish citizen visits the U.S., the 
law requires them to drive on the 
right side of the road; in doing so, 
the Brit doesn’t owe allegiance 
to the U.S. and is not subject to 
our army draft or prosecuted for 
treason. 

The real questions for the 14th is 
a moral debate on this 250th anni-
versary year are: what is an Ameri-
can? Who is America for? What is 
the purpose of immigration?

Mike Kapic
SUN CITY WEST
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623.776.8400

Get tickets now at
azbroadway.org

JUNE 12 THROUGH JULY 25, 2026
CATS is a mesmerizing, one-of-a-kind theatrical 
experience that transports audiences into the 
mysterious world of the Jellicle Cats. Through 
breathtaking dance, stunning visuals, and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s unforgettable score – including the iconic 
ballad “Memory” – each cat shares their unique story. 
CATS is a spellbinding journey of rebirth, acceptance, 
and the magic of the feline world.
Special thanks to Dr. Keith and Kim Haar

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Fountain Hills • July 7, 2026 • Fountain Hills Community Center
Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade

Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center 
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center 
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

DVUSD sets final date for 
superintendent’s tenure

Disagreements  
over communication 

process emerge
By Steve Stockmar

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The date for Dr. Curtis Finch’s 
tenure as Deer Valley Unified 

School District superintendent to 
end appears to be settled, although 
arriving there led to new concerns 
about governing board communica-
tion.

The board on May 12 voted 
unanimously to accept June 30, 
2027, as Finch’s last day after what 
will at that time mark a decade of 

EDUCATION

Deer Valley Unified School District Governing Board members Paul Carver, left, and Karen Pack, and 
DVUSD Superintendent Curtis Finch, look from the dais during a governing board meeting Oct. 14, 
2025, in Phoenix. (Independent Newsmedia/Steve Stockmar)

• See Finch on page 13



his leadership in the district.
Finch on March 10 surprised dis-

trict observers and even employees 
when at the very end of the govern-
ing board meeting he announced he 
would be stepping down. The meet-
ing was adjourned moments later.

Since that time board members 
talked about the situation in exec-
utive session — a session that Finch 
could have attended but voluntari-
ly decided not to, thinking “it’d be 
better for the board to discuss with-
out me present,” he said at the May 
12 meeting.

Finch’s contract originally called 
for a tenure through June 30, 2028, 
so the board essentially voted to re-
work the contract with an expira-
tion date instead of June 30, 2027.

In addition to those executive 
session discussions, board president 
Paul Carver on May 12 said from 
the dais that he had discussed the 
issue with district attorneys. 

The three fellow board members 
present — Kim Fisher, Dr. Karen 
Pack Stephanie Simacek — each 
took issue with being left out of 
those discussions.

Board member Steve Bottfeld 
was not present.

“Would it be possible, even if on 
Zoom, for the whole board to hear 
your conversation with the attor-
ney, or whoever’s present, including 
everybody in the conversation?,” 
Pack asked Carver. “Because we 
can all learn from the legalese of an 
attorney. That would resolve the 
problem of some people feeling like 
they’re not being informed.”

Carver replied, “That would be 
an executive session, and according 
to board policy — it happened on 
a Zoom call — but we can call the 
attorney in on a specific topic and 
ask those questions.”

It was the notion that fellow 

board members weren’t on the orig-
inal conversation with the attor-
ney in the first place that Simacek 
pressed further.

“I’m wondering why wouldn’t 
we do that as a board?” Simacek 
said. “It feels like we’re here and we 
don’t know what’s been discussed 
and we’re told, well, it has been 
discussed but what was discussed? 
And we’ll never know.”

Carver noted that as soon as 
Finch submitted his resignation let-
ter in March, he researched options 
with the district’s attorney.

“The sentiment of the board was 
we don’t want to have extra meet-
ings than what we already have. 
Let’s find a way to try to get things 
done,” Carver said. “And when we 
hold our leadership elections, one of 
the things that the president is al-
lowed to do is to ask those questions 
on behalf of the board and then 
report back to you guys. So (I’m) 
definitely not trying to run every-
thing.”

Finch could step down at any 
time but considered that a year’s 
notice would serve the district in 
finding a replacement.

“It’s probably in the best inter-
est of Deer Valley to at least go one 
more lap, and if you want to make 
a decision in November on inter-
nal (candidates) that’s a possibility 
before you do a national (search),” 
Finch said. “Most of the search 
firms will tell you November’s kind 
of the window.”

IF YOU GO
What: DVUSD governing board 
meetings this month
When: 7 p.m. June 9 & 23
Where: DVUSD Governing Board 
Room, 20402 N. 15th Ave., Phoenix
Live Stream: youtube.com/@
dvusdboard/streams

Finch
• From page 12
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Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 8:00 pm • Sunday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  
www.TheLinksGrill.com 

18823 N Country Club Pkwy • Peoria

BUY ONE BREAKFAST 
GET ONE 50%50% OFF 
Mon - Sat 8am-10am only

Offer valid thru 06-30-26.

BUY ONE DINNER 
GET ONE 50%50% OFF 
Mon - Sat 4pm-8pm only

Offer valid thru 06-30-26.

No more waiting in line.  No more waiting in line.  
Try a New Spot in the Arrowhead Try a New Spot in the Arrowhead 

area, come check out..area, come check out..

Established since 2010Established since 2010

 Winner in 3 categories Winner in 3 categories

 

 
  

  

2025

WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

YourValley.net

WINNER

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner!   
From Eggs Benedict, French Toast & Skillets to Sandwiches, 

Burgers or Tacos. Fish Fry and Pasta. Daily Specials. 
Beautiful setting overlooking the Vistas Golf Course in Westbrook Village. 
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administrator. “In order to have the 
capacity to expand this to seven days 
a week those vehicles would be ab-
solutely necessary to ensure that 
all community risk reduction spe-
cials have the opportunity to go 
out to those calls.”

Opioids are the driver of these 
emergency calls and risk reduction 
support services. Glendale Fire 
has responded to an average of 
590 overdoses per year since 2021, 
peaking at 658 in 2022.

About 2/3 of those non-fatal 
overdoses in Glendale in 2025 in-
volved opioid use, DiLeo said.

In the United States that num-
ber of overdoses has declined but 
in Glendale the total number of re-

sponses to overdoses are relatively 
stagnant, she said.

“Opioid overdoses are now as 
common as cardiac incidents in 
the city of Glendale,” DiLeo said.

Glendale Fire plans to add two 
temporary contract positions — a 
crisis intervention specialist for the 
field and a community risk reduc-
tion specialist. The department 
also wants to purchase two vehi-
cles, a truck and a SUV, for this 
initiative.

Mayor Jerry Weiers asked if the 
city has any available vehicles, or if 
Glendale can rent vehicles — since 
this not a guaranteed long-term pro-
gram expansion.

“We’re not aware on any extra 
vehicles right now, especially with-
in the fire department,” Deputy Fire 
Chief Mike O’Neill said. “That’s 

why we built them into the price.”
Glendale Fire Chief Ryan Free-

burg said the department can pivot to 
a different use for the vehicles if the 
expansion ends after two years.

A crisis response representative 
responds as a team with firefighters 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“We handle the medical emer-
gency and then we follow them up, 
either on scene with family members 
or at the hospital with our crisis team 
after they’re stabilized. We try to get 
them connected with the appropriate 
resources or the outreach programs. 
That way they’re not continuing 
to be repeat users of the system,” 
O’Neill said.

An education specialist will be in 
support but not on scenes.

Crisis intervention specialists fol-
low up on case management when 

not out on calls.
“If we can get to them before 9-1-

1 is their solution, that’s what we’re 
trying to do,” Freeburg said.

The risk reduction program is now 
housed at Midwestern University in 
north Glendale.

From 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., a crisis 
intervention specialist stays behind 
with family at the site of an overdose 
call. After hours it is traditional para-
medic response.

“What we see very often is our 
crew gets this information into our 
CR team in the morning and we 
pull all reports of what type of calls 
we have the night before. These turn 
over to our crisis intervention special-
ists that then can reach back to that 
family for ongoing care and services 
after the call,” Freeburg said.

ability to meet the current and evolv-
ing consumer purchasing trends,” 
Ochoa stated.

Big names move in,  
get bigger stores

James Avery Artisan Jewelry 
opened in June 2025. This June, con-
struction starts on the next premium 
jeweler to join Arrowhead’s roster — 
gorjana.

The jewelry brand — launched by 
ASU graduates Gorjana Reidel and 
Jason Griffin Reidel — will make its 
West Valley debut at the mall this fall.

Other mall mainstays proven to be 
a draw for shoppers looking for tac-
tile experiences traded up. Hot Top-
ic moved into a lower level space that 
doubled its size in August 2025.

Victoria’s Secret is reopening in its 
remodeled space in the center of the 
lower level on May 30.

Later this summer American Eagle 
reopens in a larger store right next to 
the Mosaic project.

“These renovations and expansions 
reflect the notion that our long-term 
tenants not only recognize the value of 
reinvesting in premium retail space but 

also are willing to evolve with the ev-
er-changing retail landscape,” Ochoa 
stated. “Our shoppers, and specifical-
ly Gen Z, are omni-channel shoppers 

and appreciate in-person, experi-
ence-forward retail.”

Aerie is adding of a dedicated OF-
FLINE by Aerie store. Aerie is open 
in a temporary space through the sum-
mer and then moves into a larger lo-
cation this fall, with OFFLINE then 
moving into the smaller storefront.

Earthbound Trading Compa-
ny opened earlier in May. Fabletics 
opened in 2025.

While the last two holiday seasons 
saw the mall turn over its sit down 
restaurants at the main entrance — 
Sizzle Korean Barbecue in 2024 and 
Pickleman’s Gourmet Cafe in 2025 — 
the food court just added a chain more 
known for its drive-thru business.

Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen 
opened May 18 at the corner spot fac-
ing the entrance.

“Securing new and upgraded din-
ing options in and around the food 
court has been one of the most critical 
pieces of Arrowhead Towne Center’s 
repositioning strategy. We want shop-
pers to be able to shop and dine all at 
the same place,” Ochoa stated.

American Eagle will reopen this summer in a larger storefront on the lower level of Arrowhead Towne 
Center next to the Mosaic at Arrowhead development. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Names
• From page 5

Risk
• From page 1
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“My internships helped me 
apply what I was learning in 
classes to a real-life setting. 
These experiences laid the 
groundwork for being offered 
my first postgrad job.”
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Jared Gough JoAnn Regan
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PLAN
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Kachina Elementary in Glendale 
ends history with celebration

By Philip Haldiman
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Kachina Elementary School is 
closing its doors after more than 50 
years of service to the Glendale and 
Peoria communities.

As an under-utilized facility in the 
Peoria Unified School District, the 
school is being forced to close at the 
end of the school year.

Principal Natalie Steele said that 

because the school has such a rich 
history, alumni, former staff, families 
and community members were invit-
ed to celebrate decades of serving stu-
dents and their communities.

On May 6, the school celebrated 
all those years of learning, growth and 
impact, bringing together generations 
of Kachina Cougars to reflect on the 
school’s legacy and reunite the rela-

Kachina Elementary School May 6 celebrated more than 50 years of service to the Glendale and Peoria 
communities. It is under utilized and is being forced to close to due declining enrollment and rising 
costs, among other factors. (Courtesy Peoia Unified School District)

PUSD

• See Kachina on page 17



tionships that shaped its history.
“It was incredible to see so many 

people who have loved this campus 
for more than 50 years come back 
and celebrate the legacy of Kachi-
na Elementary School. I am so 
thankful for my time and Kachina 
and how it has helped me to grow 
as an individual and a leader; it is 
my hope our families, alumni and 
community remember it for the 
same reason,” Steele said.

Peoria Unified residents this 
November will vote on a ballot 
item requesting the authorization 
to sell, lease or exchange Kachina 
Elementary School and the district 
administration center.

The school closure came about 
due to declining enrollment, an in-
creasingly under-utilized facility, 
and rising costs, among other factors.

Kachina
• From page 16
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Arizona Heart Specialists Welcomes Dr. Navya Vipparla, M.D. –
A Dedicated Advocate for Heart Health

As an addition to our established practice, Dr. Vipparla brings her expertise as a 
Board-Certified Cardiologist with a focus on women’s unique heart health needs, as well 
as comprehensive care for men, adults, and seniors. Based on her years of experience as a 
consultant cardiologist at Reno Veterans Hospital, she provides personalized care tailored to 
her patients’ wellness and longevity goals. As a physician, Dr. Vipparla believes that optimal 
health can be achieved at all ages and stages of life through advanced cardiovascular care.
Why Choose Dr. Vipparla?
Experienced in Women’s Heart Health—Addressing hormonal changes, stress, and 
often-overlooked symptoms. Comprehensive Care for All Adults—From prevention to chronic 
condition management. Support for Seniors—Focused on maintaining heart health and 
quality of life as you age. Remote Care Monitoring—Ensuring continuous care and peace of 
mind from the comfort of your home.

Start your journey toward a healthier heart by choosing care that focuses on your longevity and wellness. Experience the 
difference of a team of cardiologists who are dedicated to guiding your journey with expertise and compassion. Scan, call 
or text today to schedule your appointment and step into a healthier future with us.

Arizona Heart Specialsts welcoming patients at two convenient locations:
13041 N. Del Webb Blvd., Ste. 130, Sun City, AZ 85351 • 14418 W. Meeker Blvd., Ste. B-105, Sun City West, AZ 85375

623-300-1443 • info@arizonaheartspecialists.comARIZONA
HEART SPECIALISTS

Your Heart Deserves the Best

Redefining Cardiovascular 
Care in Sun City

Specialized diagnosis and treatment for heart and vascular conditions
Part of Honor Health through ICP network • In-network with most plans

Rapid Response: Same-day ‘Heart Blocks’ for urgent needs

Scan the QR code, text, or call to schedule your appointment 
today — because every heartbeat matters.
13041 N. Del Webb Blvd., Ste. 130, Sun City, AZ 85351

623-300-1443

Your Heart Can’t Wait. Neither Should You.

Services Highlight 
Preventive cardiology that anticipates your 
needs 
Chronic heart condition management 
tailored to your journey 
Remote care monitoring for continuous 
support 
We provide cardiology care focused on 
longevity through proactive wellness and 
preventive strategies 
A team that combines proven cardiology 
expertise with innovative care to support 
your heart health

Insurance and Accessibility 
We welcome most major insurances
Same-Day and flexible appointments 
catering to patients of all ages and health 
backgrounds a unified mission at two 
convenient locations

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Legacy schools honor  
Glendale campus teacher

Legacy Traditional Schools, a 
public charter school network in 
Arizona, recently announced John 
Saavedra, a sixth grade writing and 
junior high creative writing teacher 
at Legacy Traditional School – Glen-
dale, as its 2025-26 Arizona Teacher 
of the Year.

Saavedra was recognized by his 
peers and colleagues for creating a 
classroom where students are chal-
lenged, inspired, and empowered to 
exceed expectations, which includes 
implementing a student TED Talk 
program and leading a fifth grade 
writing mentor program, where mid-
dle school students support fifth grade 
students in their writing. 

“John Saavedra is a wonderful 
example of the impact our teachers 
make on the lives of our students,” 

stated Mia Vega, Legacy Traditional 
Schools Superintendent.

Legacy Traditional School – Glen-
dale is at 13901 N. 67th Ave.

Local students graduate, 
make dean’s list

The following students from Glen-
dale recently earned these honors in 
college:

• Rebecca Ong was among more 
than 590 students who graduated 
from Bob Jones University on May 8. 
Ong graduated Summa Cum Laude 
with a bachelor’s degree in music ed-
ucation.

• Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity announced the following 
Glendale residents made the spring 
semester dean’s list: Maliq Williams, 
Heather Britt, Robert Noyes, Zaire 
Sykes and Veronica Malewski of 
Glendale.

• Sunsarrah Henderson earned a 
spot on the Emerson College dean’s 
list for fall 2025. Henderson is major-
ing in media arts production.

PUSD picks new principal  
for Glendale school

At its meeting April 23, the Peo-
ria Unified Governing Board voted 
unanimously to appointed administra-
tors beginning July 1, including a new 
principal for one school in Glendale.

Brianne Woods will be the new 
principal of Marshall Ranch Elemen-
tary School.

Woods is now the assistant prin-
cipal at Lake Pleasant Elementary 
School in Peoria.

Michelle Kulinec the current prin-
cipal at Sahuaro Ranch Elementary 
School in Glendale will be the new 
principal of Lake Pleasant Elementary 
School.
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IN BRIEF
Foothills pool open, swim 
lessons start soon

The two city of Glendale pools 
opened for the summer suring Me-
morial Day weekend and will re-
main available for open swim from 
1 to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Satur-
day until July 27.

Classes for kids are available in 
the mornings at Foothills Recre-
ation & Aquatic Center, 5600 W. 
Union Hills Drive. Classes start 
June 2 unless otherwise noted and 
include:

• Volunteer junior lifeguard pro-
gram — starting June 30.

• Pre-dive lessons for ages 6-12.
• Beginning dive lessons for ages 

6-12.
• Swim lessons parent/child for 

ages 6 months to 4 years.
• Swim lessons ages 3-5.
• Swim lessons ages 6-8.
• Swim lessons ages 9-12
• Swim lessons ages 12 and up, 

starting June 9.

Northwest Christian boys  
volleyball repeat as 3A 
champs

In the fresh, two year history of 
the 3A boys volleyball conference, 
Northwest Christian stamped its 
name n otop after defending its 
championship over ALA West 
Foothills with a 3-1 (21-25, 25-
18, 25-18, 25-15) win on May 
16. 

And for head coach Chuck 
Hunter and his program, it’s the 
fourth consecutive title game ap-
pearance and second straight title 
— both over ALA West Foothills. 

“I think it means a lot,” Hunter 
said. “……These last two coming 
in, like, we’re not favored to win…
they’re better physically than we 
are … and yet we find a way to do 
it.  I think it’s that mental tough-
ness that our guys bring.”

Hurdler, others help Mountain Lions shine
By Jason W. Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

It’s tough for every Division 1 track 
and field program to stay in the lime-
light in Arizona.

Mountain Ridge athletes did their 
part this year, sending as large and as 
impactful a contingent to the 2026 
Open Championships on May 15-16 
as it had in recent years, especially on 
the boys side.

Highlighted by senior Sanel Emi-
novic’s 300-meter hurdles state title, 
the Mountain Lion teams showed the 
crowd at Mesa Community College 
that their athletes can compete with 
the best in the state, across all divi-
sions.

The Mountain Ridge boys placed 
eighth among 47 scoring teams with 
31 team points. The girls were 18th 
with 10 points.

Eminovic’s time of 37.24 seconds 
in the 300 hurdles final was a person-
al best and almost a full second faster 
than runner-up Ryan Patterson-Lo-
pez of Deer Valley.

“Before the race I thought I’m not 
leaving today without a gold medal,” 
Eminovic said.

Eminovic also was runner-up in the 
110 hurdles earlier in the meet — only 
0.32 seconds behind winner Jett Mer-
rill of Ironwood Ridge.

He said he will run in the Great 
Southwest Track and Field Classic 
June 4-6 in Albuquerque, N.M.

Then, Eminovic plans to run for 
Bosnia and Herzegovina on its Under 
20 team this summer.

His mother was born there and his 
father lived there before they moved 
to America.

“I went there last summer hoping to 
train. My dad found a coach and he 
runs a lot of the track stuff there,” Em-
inovic said.

Collin Foley was sixth in the 1600 

meters and placed 10th in the 3,200. 
He also led off the 4-by-800 meter re-
lay, in which he and Amherst Parsons, 
Gage Mahn and Eric Reed nearly 

took first place.
Crew Comish, the Red Mountain 

anchor and 1,600-meter state cham-

TRACK & FIELD

Mountain Ridge senior Sanel Eminovic competes in the 300 hurdles May 16 during the Open Track and 
Field Championships at Mesa Community College. Eminovic won this event and was a close second in 
the 110 hurdles. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

Mountain Ridge senior Cameron Mailloux sends up a plume of sand in the triple jump. (Independent 
Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

• See Track on page 20
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You Get More Here
More life. More support. 
More value.

Not-for-profit with 50+ years of experience
Aging in Place Community
Meals, activities, and ZoeLife wellness

Discover Modern Aging in Action.  
623-847-3106 | GLENCROFT.COM | 8611 N. 67TH AVE GLENDALE, AZ 85302

At Glencro�, your monthly value goes beyond a place to live. You’ll 
find chef-prepared meals, engaging activities, whole-person wellness 
through ZoeLife, and the peace of mind that comes with all levels of 
care on one campus. As a not-for-profit community with more than 
50 years of experience, Glencro� is built to give Arizona families 
more of what ma�ers, with pricing that makes sense.

pion, chased down Reed and won by 
0.54 seconds, giving the Mountain 
Ridge team a still-impressive second 
place in the 18-team relay.

Ethan Holley placed seventh in the 
javelin.

Foley, one of the seniors, said the 
program brought more MRHS ath-
letes to the meet than in past sea-
sons.

“We had more, for sure,” Foley 
said. “We had a great season, I think.”

Foley said he hoped to eclipse both 
his personal-best and the school re-
cord in the 3200, but he came up a few 
seconds slower than he would have 
liked — especially after keeping pace 
with the race’s top runners in the first 
few laps.

“Having just run the 4-by-800 a 
couple of hours before, I was probably 
more tired than I should have been,” 
Foley said.

On the girls side, MRHS senior 
Cameron Mailloux finished her ca-
reer with a fifth-place finish in the tri-
ple jump. Her best jump was 37-feet, 
4-inches.

Avery Luke, a junior, placed third 
in the shot put and was 11th in the 
discus.

The MRHS 4-by-800 relay team 
of Emma Langer, Kaydence Porter, 
Sydney McCracken and Sadie Jensen 
placed 12th, running its best time of 
the season.

Foley said he has hope the program 
can keep growing in the years ahead.

“We have an amazing track team,” 
Foley said. “It’s a deep squad that can 
really cover a lot of points.”

Richard Smith contributed to this sto-
ry. Email Jason W. Brooks at jbrooks@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at 
yourvalley.net/letters or email them to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are com-
mitted to publishing a wide variety of 
reader opinions, as long as they meet our 
Civility Guidelines. Junior Avery Luke winds up before releasing the discus. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

Track
• From page 18
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GreatCare and Wellness is not just growing—we’re stepping into a new era of care. Dr. Rachel Greatwood marks one year of dedicated service, 
while Dr. Amar Sharma, an established internist, joins us to expand our mission of personalized, patient-focused care.

This is more than an announcement—it’s a celebration of progress and possibility. Dr. Greatwood has spent the past year building trust and 
delivering care that listens, supports, and empowers. Now, with Dr. Sharma bringing his expertise and fresh perspective, we’re ready to take 

your health journey to the next level.

Whether you’re managing a chronic condition, prioritizing prevention, or simply seeking a team that puts you at the heart of care, we’re here 
to deliver healthcare that feels as unique as your story. With two convenient locations in Sun City and Sun City West we’re making it easier to 

experience care that works for you—not the other way around.

Exceptional Primary Care 
GreatCare and Wellness Welcomes Dr. Amar Sharma, Established Internist, and  

Celebrates Dr. Rachel Greatwood’s One-Year Milestone

13041 N. Del Webb Blvd., Suite 130, Sun City, AZ 85351  
13830 W Camino Del Sol, Suite 240, Sun City West, AZ 85375 

Office: 623.404.6777 | Fax: 623.250.0344  
Email: info@greatcareandwellness.com

Welcoming Most Major Insurances  

Same-Day and Flexible Appointments

Two Locations, One Unified Mission

WHAT SETS US APART
• Preventive Care That Anticipates Your Needs

• Chronic Condition Management Tailored to Your Journey

• A Team That Combines Proven Expertise with Fresh Ideas to Support You

THIS IS THE CARE YOU DESERVE.  
Don’t Just Take Our Word for It—Experience It Yourself. 

Call 623.404.6777 or Text Today to 
Schedule Your Appointment and 

Celebrate This Exciting New Chapter With Us.

Beach volleyball: Eagles win 5th straight team trophy
By Jason W. Brooks

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

There were many points during 
Imani Huesca and Taylor Young’s 
April 29 No. 4 match in the Division 
I state beach volleyball championships 
when a victory seemed doubtful. 

After all, the pair of O’Connor 
sophomores did drop the first set to the 
Xavier Prep freshman-senior combi-
nation of Emery O’Connor and Leigh-
ton Fig by a 21-11 score.

But, as has happened so many times 
over the past five years, an O’Connor 
team rallied and persevered, 21-19 and 
then a grueling 20-18 win in the third 
set. 

Those wins gave the Eagles their 
fifth consecutive Division I beach vol-
leyball state title.

Huesca and Young not only beat a 
pair with a senior in it and with some 

height advantages, but also one that 
seemed like it might be too much for 
the Eagle sophomores, but the O’Con-
nor team staved off several match 
points and used the crowd support at 
Casteel High School to hit enough 
winners and force enough mistakes to 
win.

Huesca served the final three points 
for the win.

“I try to zone in, and not hear 
anything,” Huesca said regarding 
high-pressure moments. “With my 
partner (Young) being in her first year 
on varsity, I really wanted us to win.”

Huesca said being successful in “a 
tough situation” in a postseason match 
against Queen Creek High last year, as 
a freshman, helped her pull through.”

“I wasn’t feeling that good, but I re-
ally wanted to pull through for my team 
and for our coaches,” Huesca said.

O’Connor coach Jamey Spartz said 
Huesca had been ill this week, and at 
one point during the finals, vomited af-
ter the big win that seemed to give the 
Eagles momentum.

Huesca and Young played in the 
early part of the evening, at the same 
time as  the No. 2 O’Connor pair of 
Logan Sutton and Alyssa Archiello, 
which finished first. The Eagles’ lone 
loss of the evening came after Sutton 
and Archiello nearly staged a brilliant 
comeback of their own, losing to Xavi-
er’s Emma Robescu and Kylie Barr, 
21-11, 15-21, 16-14.

O’Connor’s No. 5 team of Miren-
ah Martin and Keira Simmons, easily 
beat their opponents, 21-11, 21-14.

The No. 3 Eagles team of Nikolina 
Mimic and Sami Mondino, won even 
more handily, 21-7, 21-19, with their 
match clinching the 3-1 win.

PREP SPORTS

O’Connor junior Logan Sutton reaches to block 
Xavier Prep senior Emma Robescu in the April 
29 Division I team finals in Queen Creek. The 
O’Connor Eagles won their fifth consecutive 
Division I beach volleyball trophy by beating 
Xavier Prep, 3-1. (Independent Newsmedia/
Jason W. Brooks)
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NEW LASER & OZONE TREATMENT!

Hard to Treat
Toenails?
Board-certified physicians can
treat your fungus, discoloration,
and painful toenails with
no oral medication!

WE
ACCEPT

MEDICARE

BEFORE AFTER

Foot & Ankle
Specialists of
Arizona

PHOENIX 926 E McDowell Road, Suite 121 
Phoenix, AZ 85006

GLENDALE 18301 N 79th Ave. Bldg F #168 
Glendale, AZ 85308

SUN CITY WEST 13907 W Camino Del Sol, #101 
Sun City West, AZ 85375

SUN CITY 10615 W Thunderbird Blvd. #C150
Sun City, AZ 85351

T: 623.544.9090 | footandanklearizona.com

Call 480-299-2914 
use code GREEN to get

10% OFF
Any Size Shade Tree

Large gold nugget up for 
auction at Glendale store

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

EJ’s Auction & Appraisal in 
Glendale has been selected to auc-
tion the historic “Boot of Cortez” 
gold nugget.

The auction is set for Friday, June 
12 at 1 p.m. Arizona time both on-
line and live at EJ’s Auction & Ap-
praisal for qualified bidders. Reg-
istration for bidding is open now 
through bootofcortez.com.

The “Boot of Cortez” is classified 
as the largest surviving natural gold 
nugget found in the Western Hemi-
sphere. EJ’s Auction & Appraisal 
arranged for the specimen to be in-
dependently weighed and analyzed 
in April using modern calibrated 
equipment.

The current measurement was 
confirmed using a third-party scale 
certified by the State of Arizona. 
The specimen also has undergone 
third-party X-ray fluorescence test-
ing, verifying the material to be ap-
proximately 98% gold.

EJ’s Auction & Appraisal is at 
5880 W. Bell Road, on the north-
east corner of Bell Road and 59th 
Avenue. 

A prospector discovered “The 
Boot of Cortez” using a metal detec-
tor from Radio Shack while search-
ing for gold in 1989 near Caborca, 
Mexico, about 70 miles south of the 
Arizona border and about 60 miles 
east of the Sea of Cortez in the Mex-
ican state of Sonora.  

This gold nugget is in the shape 
of a conquistador’s boot. It is 383.10 
troy ounces, or 26.2 pounds (11.9 
kilograms).

The Boot of Cortez is 10 ¾ inches 
(27.3 cm) in height and 7 ¼ inches 
(18.4 cm) in width. It is maintained 
its original form.

Bidding registration is open 
through June 9. For details, visit 
bootofcortez.com, email concierge@
ejsauction.com or call 623-878-
2003. To view EJ’s weekly online 
auctions, visit ejsauction.com.

BOOT OF CORTEZ

Garrett Hoyer, left, and Erik Hoyer stand next to the “Boot of Cortez” a 26.2-pound gold nugget up for 
auction in June. (For Independent Newsmedia/Jeffrey Noble)
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SPONSORED BY

PRESENTS

vyt.com/tickets or contact HTC’s Box Office at (602)252-8497

JUNE 12 – 28, 2026
HERBERGER THEATER CENTER

If you’re recovering from a disabling injury or illness, where

At ClearSky Avondale, our highly trained team, state-of-the-art 
facility, physician-led services, and integrative approach focus 
solely on treating patients experiencing:
•  Strokes
•
  

Brain injuries
•
  

Spinal injuries
•  Parkinson’s disease
•
  

Multiple sclerosis
•  Other medically-complex conditions

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please Call
623.404.4417

Choose ClearSky Rehabilitation Hospital of Avondale

SUCCESSFUL REHABILITATIONHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABILLLIIITATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTATIOTATATIOTA NNNNNNNIt ’s by choice.ISN’T BY CHANCE.

    ClearSkyHealth.com/Avondale
P 623.404.4417 | F 623.404.4416 | 10903 W. McDowell Road, Avondale, AZ 85392 |

Glendale apartments 
provide state’s  

lowest rental rates
Phoenix metro rents 

show signs of cooling
By Matt Loeschman

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Arizona renters might finally be 
getting a breather.

A new Zumper analysis suggests 
apartment rents across the Phoenix 
area and the rest of the state are start-
ing to drop in several spots, though 
high-end neighborhoods are still ex-
pensive.

Numbers
The newest Zumper Phoenix 

Metro Report puts the median 
statewide rent for a one-bedroom 
at $1,228 for last month.

They looked at active listings to 
find the most expensive and cheap-
est markets, plus areas where prices 
are falling fastest.

If you want to live in Fountain 
Hills, you’re going to pay for it. It’s 
currently the priciest spot in the 
state for a one-bedroom, with me-

The Isabella apartment complex opened in 2024 on the corner of 67th Avenue and Greenway Road in 
Glendale. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

DATA DRIVEN

• See Apartments on page 25



dian rents hitting $1,980. Scotts-
dale is next at $1,700, and Flagstaff 
is third at $1,640.

At the other end, Glendale is 
the most affordable place on the 
list right now, with one-bedrooms 
going for a median of $1,070. 
Bullhead City isn’t far behind at 
$1,080, and Casa Grande is third 
cheapest at $1,110.mercial cor-
ridors, and attracting responsible 
economic development. 

At the same time, residents val-
ue preserving the historic charm 
and neighborhood character of the 
Barrel District and Glendale’s es-
tablished communities.

Trend
What’s interesting is how much 

prices have dropped through the 
past year. It looks like the era of 
non-stop, rapid rent hikes in Ar-

izona might finally be slowing 
down.

Fountain Hills saw the biggest 
drop over the last year, with rents 
down 10% from 2025. Goodyear 
followed with a 9.3% dip, and 
Glendale prices fell by 7.8% com-
pared with last year.

There is a similar cooling effect 
month-to-month. Prescott had the 
biggest one-month drop at 6.2%. 
Tempe rents went down by 3.7%, 
and Flagstaff saw a 3.5% decrease 
from the month before.

Zumper pulled this data from 
listings that went live last month, 
grouping everything by city to de-
termine the middle-of-the-road 
asking price for the region.

Statewide
Looking at the state as a whole, 

RentCafe puts the average month-
ly payment somewhere between 
$1,575 and $2,000.

Prices change depending on 

where you are: studios go for about 
$1,080, one-bedrooms average 
$1,322, and two-bedrooms run 
around $1,606.

If you really want to save mon-
ey, Pinal County is still the bud-
get-friendly choice, with monthly 
rents averaging around $1,200.

HB 2682
Arizona is generally considered 

a “landlord-friendly” state, mean-
ing there are no statewide rent 
control laws, offering flexibility for 
property owners.

But there is a bipartisan bill 
moving through the Arizona Leg-
islature that would create a new 
$5 million emergency rental assis-
tance program for families facing 
short-term financial hardship.

Under Arizona House Bill 2682, 
the Arizona Department of Eco-
nomic Security would provide 
eligible renters with up to two 
months of rental assistance, capped 

at $5,000, using state funding al-
located for fiscal year 2027. The 
program is designed for households 
with children under 18 experienc-
ing unexpected financial crises.

To qualify, tenants would need 
to demonstrate they can resume 
paying rent after receiving assis-
tance, have lived in their rental 
unit for at least one year, and be no 
more than two months behind on 
payments. 

Landlords who accept the aid 
would be barred from evicting ten-
ants for nonpayment during the 
covered period.

The proposal also requires DES 
to process applications within five 
business days to ensure rapid relief.

As of February 2026, the mea-
sure had advanced out of the 
House Commerce Committee on a 
7-4 vote. 

To become law, the bill still has 
to pass through the Arizona House 
and Senate.

Apartments
• From page 24
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Free Estimates! • www.MakeMyDoor.com
9008 N. 99th Ave. 9008 N. 99th Ave. •• Sun City  Sun City •• 623-915-7777623-915-7777

99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only
Residential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORAResidential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORA

Free Estimates! • www.MakeMFree Estimates! • www.MakeM
 Located In Sun City For Over 26 Located In Sun City For Over 26 YearsYears!!

THE WEST VALLEY’S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM!

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY!

Garage Door Tune-Up
Tighten hinges, lube and/or adjust

door springs and opener.
Includes 16 point safety inspection.

$75
SUMMER SERVICE SPECIAL

Includes 16 point safety inspection.
Must present coupon. Can’t combine 
with other advertised offers. Prices 
subject to change after 6/30/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 6/30/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised

$200 OFF
Any Steel-backed Insulated 

16’ x 7’ Garage Door

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

$499NOW 
ONLY!

Plus Tax &
Installation

Model 2220L-7’ DC

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 6/30/26.

16 x 7 Garage Doors
$2,049

Includes removing existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 6/30/26.

Installed.
Plus tax.

Starting
at
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June already?
Can you believe we are half-way 

through the year? The heat is here 
and now just fi ngers crossed for a wet 
Monsoon! Our saguaros sure need it.

But summer is still a great time to 
plant certain shrubs and trees - heat-
loving ones! From majestic Medjool 
Date palms & fruitless olives to agave 
and cacti. Actually there is quite a list of 
trees and shrubs that love the summer! 
Texas Olives, Oaks, Red Push 
Pistache trees are just a few popular 
ones. We can help you fi nd the right tree 
to match the aesthetic you’re looking 
for. And call us if you start feeling the 
heat in that west-facing room!

Looking for privacy and greenery?
We’ve got beautiful hedge options like:

Green Hopseed, Sour Orange, 
Ficus Nitida, and Oleander—perfect 

for creating that lush, secluded feel.

You can pick up directly from 
our holding yard in Laveen, or let 
us handle delivery and professional 
installation.

Call us today: (480) 299-2914

Mention this ad and enjoy 10% OFF 
your order!

And remember what Charlie always 
says:

“If you want to triple your home’s 
value, mature landscaping is what sells.”

Let’s get you started  !

Stay cool!

Peregrine
Ball Nurseries
(480) 299-2914
ballnurseries.com

Sponsored Content

Peoria Location: '623-236-9133
8877 West Union Hills Dr., Ste. 100 

Scottsdale Location:'602-441-5529 
5533 E. Bell Rd., Ste. 120

www.galindoprosthodontics.com

SMILE CONFIDENTLY and EAT COMFORTABLY with 

GALINDO
PROSTHODONTICS

Daniel F. Galindo, D.D.S., F.A.C.P
The ONLY board-certified

prosthodontist in the 
West Valley. 

Experience matters!

If you are living with missing or 
damaged teeth, our team can change 
your life with dental implants in just 
one day using advanced technology 
that fits your needs.
Check out our Facebook!        Galindo Prosthodontics
Follow us on Instagram       galindoprosthodontics

FAMILY OWNED

Call to book an appointment at one of our locations!

Glendale cuts ribbon on new $94M City Hall in June
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale will celebrate its 116th 
birthday in its new home.

The city slated the ribbon cutting 
for its completely redeveloped City 
Hall on June 18, the date of its found-
ing.

This $94 million project to trans-
form City Hall and the area around it 
began in late 2023.

“We wanted to make sure we cap-
tured the city’s birthday, which is June 
18,” Deputy City Manager Thomas 
Adkins said during an April 28 City 
Council Workshop. 

“That’s a Thursday, so in the morn-
ing we’re planning on the official rib-
bon cutting ceremony that will use 
both our council chambers, where it’s 

REDEVELOPMENT

Glendale city employees work on their first day back in the fully renovated CIty Hall May 18. The first floor features a one-stop shop for residents to pay bills 
and businesses to deal with planning and licensing. (Courtesy City of Glendale)• See City Hall on page 28
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www.rdselectric.com

623-937-0003
Lic #R11-066556, C11-069912

NOW HIRING
ALL FIELD
POSITIONS

Top Pay plus remarkable 
benefi t package including 
full insurance.

Celebrating 45 Years!

Glendale crime statistics 
drop, still relatively high

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Glendale’s crime rate plummeted 
between 2023 and 2024, and more 
significantly than the decrease from 
2022 to 2023, according to a com-
bined analysis of CrimeGrade.org 
and City-Data.com statistics.

However, Glendale currently 
maintains a C-minus on Crime-
Grade, which is more in line with 
Phoenix to its east and north than 
Peoria to the west in safety rank-
ings.

CrimeGrade’s annual tangible 
cost of crime per Glendale resident 
is $471, $19 above the national av-
erage of $452.

Glendale Police PIO Sergeant 
Bryan Hoskin stated in an email 
that GPD does not use outside 
sources for crime data.

The department’s internal num-
bers are reflected on the Arizona 
Crime Statistics website, and that 
includes 2025 numbers, as well as 

2026 totals to date.
For example, the Arizona Crime 

Statistics website groups data from 
violent crimes — murder, aggra-
vated assault, robbery and sexual 
assaults. Glendale reported 1,139 
total crimes in these categories in 
2025, down 9.75% from 2024.

Thefts — auto thefts in partic-
ular — showed declines on City 
Data in 2024 but are still consider-
ably higher than most of the rest of 
the state.

Thefts hit their post-COVID 
peak of 6,114 in 2022, dropped 
significantly to 4,984 in 2023. 
The number of thefts then dipped 
slightly to 4,938 in 2024, according 
to City Data.

Auto thefts leapt from 1,310 in 
2022 to 1,567 in 2024, the highest 
number in the 14-year data set. The 
2024 number, 1,121, was a signifi-
cant drop, according to City Data.

“Glendale Police puts a lot of 

(Independent Newsmedia/Steve Stockmar)

CITY DATA

• See Crime on page 28
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SUPPORT LOCAL  SUPPORT LOCAL  
JOURNALISMJOURNALISM

17220 N. Boswell Blvd., Suite 230, Sun City, AZ 85373 
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
Phone Number: ________________________________________
Email (if you want us to sign you up for our free newsletter):   
_______________________________________________________

SUPPORT LOCAL  SUPPORT LOCAL  
JOURNALISMJOURNALISM

$20 each for M-XL
$25 for 2X

Please include Please include 
$$4 4   

for shipping for shipping 
and handlingand handling

T-shirts can also be picked up at the office if you’d rather not receive them in the mail.
Call 623-972-6101 or email customerservice@iniusa.org

WITH AWITH A  SEMIQUINSENSATIONAL SEMIQUINSENSATIONAL 
        DEAL!DEAL! In celebration of America’s In celebration of America’s 

semiquincentennial, we are selling semiquincentennial, we are selling 
t-shirts to support our newsroom t-shirts to support our newsroom 
operations. Your purchase will help us operations. Your purchase will help us 
maintain the community news you love. maintain the community news you love. 

Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

a bit cooler, and our amphitheater.”
Local and regional dignitaries will 

speak at the ribbon cutting. Former 
elected officials are welcome.

Glendale then will lead a more 
public celebration at the Murphy Park 
amphitheater Saturday, June 20.

“We also wanted to make sure we 
created an event that celebrated the 
campus for the entire community,” 
Adkins said. 

“This will include musical artists. 
It will have ice cream, food trucks, 
the winners of our arts and essay 
contests and some other things as-
sociated with our America250 cel-
ebration. All of this will culminate 
with a really cool drone show in the 
evening.”

City staff moved in a month before 
the festivities, May 18.

Budget Director Levi Gibson said 
some departments needed to contin-
ue working in their temporary spaces 
during move in day.

“The continuity of operations spac-
es, such as budget and finance, that are 
part of the annex and the adult center 

— there’s some teams there that might 
have some float in between,” Gibson 
said.

Sod is being placed in the amphi-
theater, and sidewalks are in place in 
the park, he said.

The amphitheater is nearly done, 
with grass above the seating bowl.

Substantial completion of City Hall 
and the parking structure should be 
done by the end of May.

The north staircase is done, as are 
the meeting spaces.

Glendale will install a time capsule 
June 18, with a proposal to open it June 
18, 2060, when Glendale turns 150.

The theme is celebrating Glen-
dale’s spirit and the city wants to in-
clude items of city employees.

emphasis on these topics. Our patrol 
and investigative divisions work to-
gether in combating these issues 
with different tactics depending on 
the specific situation,” Hoskin stat-
ed. “We also have our Community 
Action Team that will go out to ar-
eas — such as apartment complexes 
— and place reminder flyers on cars 
and have meetings with housing 
management in an attempt to pre-
vent any of these crimes.”

In 2025, auto thefts dropped dra-
martically again in Glendale, down 
27.8% to 811 total.

The police department, Hoskin 

said. regularly holds community 
meetings throughout the city with 
residents to discuss these matters in 
depth.

City Data concentrates on fel-
onies and higher profile misde-
meanors. It does not list crimes 
like speeding, which was a major 
emphasis point for the city starting 
in 2025. Glendale had 75 traffic fa-
talities combined during 2023 and 
2024, according to city staff.

Last year, all 150 vehicles in the 
police department’s fleet received 
forward- and rear-mounted LiDAR 
radar detection.

“There were 1,407 more speed 
related citations for calendar year 
2025 in comparison to 2024,” 
Hoskin stated.

The first floor of City Hall now 
features a “one-stop shop” for resi-
dents, including:
• Customer Service - where people 
can pay water bills.
• Development Services - Planning 
and Permitting.
• Tax and License - Business Li-
cense Registration

Crime
• From page 27

City Hall
• From page 26
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Guns/Supplies
STAY SAFE WITH
WAREHOUSE DEFENSE
PRODUCTS!
Looking for top-notch
personal protection
and home security
solutions? Explore our
extensive range of stun
guns, tasers,
flashlights, door
stoppers, alarms, and
more! Protect what
matters most. Shop
now at
warehousedefenseprod
ucts.com. Your safety is
our priority.

Houses- Rent

For Rent
SSuunn  CCiittyy  WWeesstt    5555++  
2 Bedroom---2 Bath
TWO CAR GARAGE

Water & Trash 
 Included

  $1,600 per mo. 
SSuunn  CCiittyy  WWeesstt

662233--333322--11774422

Campers/RVs
FFOORR  SSAALLEE  

22000088  3355fftt..  CCllaassss  AA
BBoouunnddeerr  RRVV  
LLOOWW  MMIILLEESS  

Cream & Tan w/Two
Slide Outs 

TWO Bathroom
Great Condition

 New Tires, Mattress 
 Full Size Refrigerator
Solar Panel, Service

History Records 
Only $47,500 OBO

660022--441188--99224411

AC/Heating

Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial

Schedule Your A/C Schedule Your A/C Tune-up Today!Tune-up Today!

623-999-8226
LevelUpHVAC.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#328964

Need a New System?
Mention this ad for a 
5% DISCOUNT 

ON NEW INSTALLATION 
AND FOR ALL VETS

WARM TEMPS ARE HERE!WARM TEMPS ARE HERE!
$8500 Installation Special

Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old Coatings

Serving the Valley Since 1987 
With No Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  
602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Electrical

Keeping your lights on 
since 1998

623-810-9788 • LakeElectricAZ.com
lakeelectrician@gmail.com : LakeElectricAZ

MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE HOME 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTION

Senior and veteran’s discounts

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL

Our electricians are highly trained and ready 
for any emergency electrical situation.

Garage Doors
LICENSED CONTRACTOR

Sales - Service - Installation

Residential Repair Specialist
Broken Springs & Cables

Panels & Rollers Replaced
New Garage Doors

Garage Door Openers
New Construction

Automatic Gate Motors

Cave Creek
Chamber Member

GARAGE DOOR 
REPAIR

480-451-1931

24 Hour

Service

Senior/Military Discounts
Locally Owned & Operated

SAVE 5%
WITH THIS ADROC 222636

See more Classified Ads from around the Valley - Online at iniusa.org/classifieds

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

Independent Newsmedia

MAKE
MONEY 

Classifi eds
get results!

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

Advertise Now! Call

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $45
for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm
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Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated
623-925-2424

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • License #300097

$200 Off 

A NEW 
DOOR

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Landscaping
LANDSCAPING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623-687-6312623-687-6312
firstoptionlandscaping.com

ROC#344171

FIRST OPTIONFIRST OPTION
LANDSCAPELANDSCAPE

DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service 

Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting

Moving/Hauling
SUN CITIESSUN CITIES

FIREFIGHTERSFIREFIGHTERS
MOVING

(602)4010886(602)4010886
  Operated by Operated by 
Local Firefi ghtersLocal Firefi ghters

  Packing Service Packing Service 
AvailableAvailable

  Free In-home Free In-home 
EstimatesEstimates

  Full Service MovingFull Service Moving
  Serving the Valley Serving the Valley 
for Over 30 Yearsfor Over 30 Years

fi refi ghtermoversaz.comfi refi ghtermoversaz.com

MOVINGMOVING

Painting

TOP QUALITY
Int & Ext Painting
Company Operating for 30 Years

FREE ESTIMATES!
623-221-7911

Email: dino@dinospainting.com

Licensed / Bonded
Insured / #234028

We BeatWe Beat
Any LicensedAny Licensed

Contractor’s Price!Contractor’s Price!

Painting

COMPLETE INTERIOR 
OR EXTERIOROR EXTERIOR

623-418-9194

$1.50/sf

COMPLETE INTERIOR COMPLETE INTERIOR 
PAINTING

11.. /sf/sf
1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT

27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business
Free Written Estimates • Pay Upon Completion

PAINTING

1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT
27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business

Includes 
Dunn Edwards 

Paints

Plumbing

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Licensed•Bonded•Insured•Lic# C37R122566•L37•122567

Quality Plumbing with Quality Service

Christopher Dobash
Owner

WATER, SEWER, GAS
Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

(623) 878-1102•dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Plumbing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Replacement of
* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
* Garbage Disposals

Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Remodeling

Remodeling

Remodeling

G&G Design & Remodeling

• Home Additions
• Patio Covers
• Kitchens & Baths

����
��������������

623-332-0672 ggdremodeling@cox.net
www.ggdesignremodeling.com �����������
�����

������� • �
�	������

G&G Design & Remodeling

• Home Additions
• Patio Covers
• Kitchens & Baths

����
��������������

623-332-0672 ggdremodeling@cox.net
www.ggdesignremodeling.com �����������
�����

������� • �
�	������

JLC ROOFING 
                           INC.
FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

FREE ESTIMATES
 ALL TILE ROOFS 
 ALL SHINGLE ROOFS
 ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings
30+ Years Experience in AZ

ROC#122805
Call Today

623-878-9832

LICENSED BONDED

623-878-9832

FREE
ESTIMATES

Call Today ROC#122805

30+ Years Experience in AZ

p  ALL TILE ROOFS  
p  ALL SHINGLE ROOFS 
p  ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings

Roofing

FREE
ESTIMATES

602.580.4181
LuxeRoofingAZ.com

TILE UNDERLAYMENT 
•SHINGLES •REPAIRS

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

ROC# 360893 | Licensed, Bonded

Roofing

View Valleywide Classified ads at iniusa.org/classifieds

����������������������

Shop with 
Con�dence

Search our classifieds for all your 
business & professional service 

needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

Independent!
iniusa.org/classifieds

Roofing

PPHHIILLIIPPSS
RROOOOFFIINNGG  LLLLCC
BONDED / INSURED

philipsroofing@cox.net

-All employees
verified

-Free estimates
valleywide

-40 years experience
in AZ

-Licensed contractor
since 2006

pphhiilliippssrrooooffiinngg..oorrgg
RESIDENTIAL  ROC223367

COMMERCIAL

662233--887733--11662266

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK
call

623-972-6101
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Roofing

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
• Residential-Commercial 
• Roof Replacement & Repair 
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,
 Flat & TPO Roo� ng

MONSOON
SPECIAL

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591
Roc #324307

Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Shredding

• Paper
• All shredded paper 

is recycled
• Hard Drives 

in/out of Laptop/Computer
• iPads, Tablets, 

Cell Phones, Etc.

ABCO Shredding Services

602-374-4408 
www.abcoshredding.com

2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

...more than just paper shredding
• Witness the shredding 

9am-2:00pm M-F or drop 
o�  9am-2:30pm

• A Certifi cate of 
Destruction is included 
on the receipt.

• Pickup Service Available

Tree Removal

• Trimming
• Removals
• Stump Grinding

BENNETTBENNETT
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Professional Arborist Tree Care

Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

623-204-1225623-204-1225

Senior
Discounts

o Take the high road.  Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain 
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

o Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s 
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions. 
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

o Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty. 
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid 
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of 
information that others may question. 

o Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not 
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or 
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words 
of others, identify and credit the source.

o Listen & learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts 
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully 
seeking out views that don’t agree with your own.

o Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

o Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves 
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially 
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

o Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public 
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these 
civil behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be 
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take 
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Civility Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues

Be a Civility Advocate!
Roofing
ROOFING

Free 
Estimate

• Shingles 
• Tile Roofs
• Coatings 
• Repairs
• Solar Removals

30 Years Quality  
Experience

Insurance Work

602-810-3355

PORA/HOA • Bonded • Insured • ROC #194699

The Classifieds
Connecting Buyers 
    & Sellers Every Day

Whether you’re house hunting, 
car shopping, redecorating or in the 
job market, find what you’re looking for 
locally in the Independent Newsmedia 
Classifieds!

Buy or Sell 
Your Car

Buy or Sell 
Your Home

Buy or Sell 
Your Furniture

Find or 
List a Job

623-972-6101  •  YourValley.net

To Place an Ad
call 623-972-6101 or go to 

iniusa.org/classifieds

To Search Ads
go to

iniusa.org/classifieds

Classifieds Section
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ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 198009 - 082024 - 318282 

www.JBSroofingAZ.com

EASY

FINANCING

AVA I L A B L E
!

ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 082024 - 318282.

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N

 New Construction, Repairs, 
 Recovers, Maintenance

 Installation of Gutters

 Shingles, Tile, Built Up, Single Ply,
 Foam & Coatings, Metal, Shake

This is 
getting

embarrassing...

Your Roof
Called:

Your Roof
Called:
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