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Ribbons Tea
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its storefront
after 11 years
in Litchfield Park

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Ribbons Tea House, a Litchfield
Park staple known for its scratch-
made boba, custom coffee recipes
and deep community roots, official-
ly closed its storefront on Saturday,
May 30.

The closure marks the end of an
11-year run for the family-owned
business, which has served as a sec-
ond home for local youth and stands
as the second-oldest establishment on
the block.

The decision to close follows a
two-year lease dispute with the prop-
erty’s landlord said co-owner Joel
Mounce. Rather than exercising a

Dylan Buensuceso is honored at the Estrella Foothills High School Class of 2026. (Submitted photo/Sumi Mathews) final five-year lease option to stay
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Neil and grandson
Grateful Patient

More than cancer treatment.
Get-your-joy-back treatment.

Pursuing cancer cures at the speed of life.

From diagnosis through survivorship, our team of 2,000 cancer

experts is here for your whole health. As one of the nation’s largest o X e .

and most advanced cancer research and treatment organizations, C | tyof

reclaiming what you love starts with hope. H O e
PE.

PHOENIX | GOODYEAR | GILBERT | SCOTTSDALE

CANCER CENTER

Make an appointment now.
cityofhope.org/phoenix

© 2025 City of Hope
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TWID 46,000+ HOMES TRANSFORMED
ACROSS THE VALLEY SINCE 1996

BATHROOM REMODEL KITCHEN REMODEL MEDIA WALL & NICHES

OUR SERVICES

WHOLE HOME REMODELS
KITCHEN & BATHROOM REMODELS
CUSTOM MEDIA WALLS
AGING-IN-PLACE MODIFICATIONS

STUCCO, DRYWALL, AND PAINT

$ FLEXIBLE FINANCING AVAILABLE

BOOK A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

® TWDAZ.COM | % (623) 544-1211

SCAN FOR
MORE INFO

LICENSED - INSURED - TRUSTED - SINCE 1996 - ROC 271236

@ TWDAZ.COM % (623) 544-1211 [~ INFO@TWDAZ.COM @ 2400 W. UNION HILLS DR. STE 110, PHOENIX, AZ 85027
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Compass International Holdings Names
Greg Hague Director of Home Sale Strategy

Founder of 72SOLD will
provide voluntary, no-cost
strategy training to more than
300,000 agents across the
company’s portfolio of brands

New York, NY — April 23, 2026
— Compass International Holdings, a
global real estate services company,
announced that Greg Hague, founder
of 72SOLD and one of the most cre-
dentialed and experienced home sale
strategists, has been appointed Direc-
tor of Home Sale Strategy. Hague
brings more than 50 years of experi-
ence to the role, with a career span-
ning brokerage, law, and real estate
innovation. His work is grounded in
the idea that the market is not a fixed
constraint but a dynamic environment
in which skilled real estate profession-
als can influence outcomes through
strategy, positioning, and execution.

“My passion has always been
helping real estate professionals un-
lock what’s possible for the clients
they serve,” said Hague. “It’s about
mastering how to position, market,
show, and negotiate homes in ways
that drive better results. When agents
have access to the right strategies and
the freedom to use them, the impact
for sellers can be significant. I'm ex-
cited to share that with agents across
this incredible network.”

Hague’s approach is designed to
complement the company’s listing
marketing strategies, giving agents
additional tools around home po-
sitioning, buyer demand creation,
showing strategy, and negotiation.
Agents can adopt and adapt these
strategies as they see fit, with the goal
of delivering stronger outcomes for
sellers.

“Greg and I share a belief that the

future of this industry is one where
agents are empowered to lead, and
sellers have more choice in how their
homes are marketed and sold,” said
Robert Reffkin, Chairman and CEO
of Compass International Holdings.
“The best outcomes happen when
the professional closest to the client
has the flexibility and tools to act in
their client’s best interest. Greg has
spent his career building strategies
that do exactly that, and we’re excit-
ed to make that expertise available to
every agent across our network.”
Hague’s training will be available
to all agents across Compass Inter-
national Holdings’ brands at no cost,
with participation entirely optional.
Agents maintain full discretion over
how and whether to incorporate these
strategies into their business.

About 72SOLD

Founded in Scottsdale, Arizona,
72SOLD is a home-selling strate-
gy consulting and training company
operating across major U.S. markets.
Inc. 5000 ranked it #211 among
America's top 250 fastest-growing
private companies and the number
one fastest-growing real estate com-
pany in the Southwest. The com-
pany has been recognized as one of
the Most Admired Companies in
Arizona. Seven independent stud-
ies over five years have documented
higher seller net proceeds from agents
trained on 72SOLD's methods.
Learn more at 72SOLD.com.

About Greg Hague

Greg Hague is one of the most cre-
dentialed and experienced home sale
strategists in the country. A licensed
real estate attorney who earned the
top score on the Arizona bar exam,
he is a 50-year real estate professional

Greg Hague

who made a deliberate choice ear-
ly in his career: that the real estate
business needed better thinking more
than it needed another lawyer.

He began selling homes in the
1970s at his father's Cincinnati real
estate firm and never looked back.
Over the decades that followed, he
has personally listed and sold thou-
sands of homes, and has trained
agents across the country who have
collectively effected the sale of tens
of thousands more. Realtor Maga-
zine ranked him among the Top 20
home-selling agents in the United
States.

Hague founded 72SOLD, a home
sale strategy consulting and train-
ing company that Inc. 5000 ranked
#211 among America's top 250 fast-
est-growing privately held firms and
the number one fastest-growing real
estate company in the Southwest.
72SOLD has been recognized as one
of the Most Admired Companies in
Arizona.

Seven independent studies over
five years have documented higher
net proceeds for sellers represented
by agents trained on Hague's meth-
ods. The most recent, a 2025 study of
11,618 Phoenix Metro MLS transac-

tions, showed a 5.8% higher median
sale price compared to other homes
sold in the same market.

Hague has built a fully integrated
infrastructure supporting agent train-
ing and seller results, including a pro-
prietary CRM, an in-house advertis-
ing agency, a buyer lead generation
platform, an appointment-setting
center, and an Al partnership with
PolyAl

About Compass International
Holdings

Compass, Inc. (“Compass Inter-
national Holdings”, “CIH” or the
“Company”) (NYSE: COMP) is a
global real estate services company
with a presence in every major U.S.
city and approximately 120 coun-
tries and territories. Compass Inter-
national Holdings serves millions of
buyers and sellers through a portfolio
of some of the most recognized and
iconic brands: @properties, Better
Homes and Gardens® Real Estate,
CENTURY 21®, Christie's Inter-
national Real Estate, Coldwell Bank-
er®, Compass, Corcoran®, ERA®,
and Sotheby's International Realty®.
Every day, we empower a global net-
work of 300,000 real estate profes-
sionals and affiliate broker-owners to
grow their businesses and deliver ex-
ceptional service to consumers

The Company empowers real es-
tate professionals to streamline oper-
ations and seamlessly guide clients
through every phase of residential
and commercial transactions, lever-
aging powerful tools, including its
modern technology platform. Com-
pass International Holdings brings to-
gether integrated services, including
brokerage, franchise, mortgage, title,
insurance, escrow, and relocation.
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I’'ve been telling you that an independent
study of 12,000+ sales by 72SOLD certified
agents delivered a 5.8% higher median price
to our sellers compared to other MLS sales.

I was wrong. It is actually...

6.3%

more

Want to sell your home for 6.3% more? Go to 72SOLD.com. 7@ SOLD®
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BUSINESS MOVES
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

OPENINGS

@ Panda Express opened its third lo-
cal restaurant at 17211 W. Yuma Road
in Goodyear. The global chain spe-
cializes in American Chinese cuisine
and distributed promotional branded
merchandise to its first 88 guests.

9Tractor Supply Co. #3160, 13540
W. Van Buren Street, Goodyear, is
hosting a grand opening ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony on June 18th. The rural
lifestyle retail chain offers goods for
farmers, livestock wellness, pet care,
and DIY home projects.

@ Ageless Women’s Health, 15655 W.

Roosevelt St. Suite 243, Goodyear, is
now open. The medical facility spe-
cializes in hormone optimization and
metabolic care tailored specifically for
women.

QMovement Mortgage, 2950 N.
Litchfield Rd, Goodyear,is currently
open and operating. The office serves

the local area by providing direct fi-
nancial services including home loans,
refinancing options and mortgage
servicing.

6 Buc-ee’s, at 1001 N. Bullard Ave,
Goodyear, is hosting a grand opening
ceremony on June 22 at 10:00 a.m. This
event marks the official opening of the
massive travel center’s first location in
the state of Arizona.

@ G&G Cake Decorating Supplies,
245 N. Litchfield Road, Goodyear, is
now officially open for business. This
family-owned retail shop specializes in
selling premade cakes, specialty bak-
ing tools, and professional decorating
ingredients.

@ Radiant Financial Group, 104 W.
Wigwam Blvd, Litchfield Park, is
now open in old downtown Litchfield
Park. The new business operates as

a full-service mortgage brokerage
providing direct lending services and

Panda Express opens a third location in Goodyear. (Submitted photo/Panda Express)

Buc-ee’s plans an opening ceremony for its debut Arizona location. (Submitted photo/Buc-ee’s)

personalized home financing guidance.

CLOSINGS

@ Ribbons Tea House, 111 W. Hon-
eysuckle St., Litchfield Park, closed

permanently on Saturday, May 30,
concluding its 11 years of business in
the community with a final celebra-
tion.
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Goodyear relocates its Juneteenth celebration. (James Gold-
meer/Independent Newsmedia)

Goodyear
celebrates
Juneteenth

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The City of Goodyear will host its annual
Juneteenth Family Day celebration at a new,
expanded venue this year, moving the festiv-
ities to the Goodyear High School campus to
accommodate growing attendance.

The free public event will take place on
Friday, June 19, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the
school complex located at 7300 W. Van Buren
St. The celebration will feature a mix of indoor
and outdoor programming designed to honor
freedom, culture and community.

This year’s schedule highlights historical
education and local heritage. Attendees can
participate in workshops, listen to education-
al speeches and experience live musical and
dance performances.

City organizers say that the Juneteenth cel-
ebration is free and open to all members of the
public, offering both family-focused crafts and
recreational activities throughout the evening.

YOUR LOCAL GEICO AGENT MAKES BUNDLING SIMPLE.

Hundling your home and car insurance is super easy with GEICO. Not only could
you save money with a special discount, but you'll also save time by having all

your coverages in the same place.

John Nix
9515 W Camelback Rd.

jHablamos Espaniol! 602-234-3426

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC
o) e N o)
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Litchfield Park breaks ground on Plaza Del Parque

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The transformation of Litchfield
Park’s raw desert into a walkable
downtown corridor took a step forward
as local officials and a long-standing res-
ident family broke ground on Plaza del
Parque.

The ceremony marked the official
start of construction on the project,
formerly known during the planning
phases as the Rudolfo Parcel.

Located at the corner of North Li-
tchfield Road and West Village Park-
way, the new three-story development
represents the second major project to
rise within Litchfield Square, the city’s
ambitious 26-acre urban hub.

Owned and developed by Litchfield
Park residents Frank and Nelly Ru-
dolfo, the project is a personal milestone
for the family.

“This is a big accomplishment for the
generation before us and the generation

AT LEAST THER

Litchfield Park residents team up with city officials to launch the second major mixed-use project in
Litchfield Square. (James Goldmeer/Independent Newsmedia)

after, and I hope to inspire the gener-
ations to come,” said Mark Rudolfo,
who delivered remarks on behalf of his
father, Frank, before several generations
of the family took up shovels. “I hope
they continue the legacy.”

When completed, Plaza del Parque
will feature two levels of mixed-use
retail and office spaces, capped by a
third-level restaurant and an expansive
6,000-square-foot outdoor dining patio.
The architectural design uses a zero-lot-

line approach to place the building close
to the street for an integrated, urban
feel, balanced by a stepped-back third
floor to reduce visual mass.

Mayor Thomas Schoaf celebrated
the Rudolfos’ dedication to a project
that he said had been in development
for more than three years.

“It speaks volumes... to have mem-
bers of your community be so support-
ive of the lifestyle and unique nature
that they will invest their money and

623-882-8700

INSPECTION!

legacy here.”

The project’s architect and design-
er, Timothy Wood, said the building
was engineered for the ages, aiming
to blend shops, offices and communi-
ty spaces in the classic Santa Monica
architectural style surrounding Litch-
field Park.

“This building won’t just serve us
today,” Wood said. “It will be stand-
ing 300 years from now.”

For city leadership, the concrete
pouring will be a welcome sight. City
Manager Matthew Williams said that
just five years ago, the site was an
overgrown desert lot used primarily as
a hideout for police radar.

“This development realizes the
city’s long-term vision of mixed-use
spaces,” Williams said, “This devel-
opment is a strategic investment in
Litchfield Park’s future representing
economic vitality, enhancing our life-
style with long term sustainability.

E'S ONE FAIR AND FHONEST MECHANICH

FREE

Excludes Euro and diesel vehicles

W Test Dr

Litchfield Rd

W Auto Dr
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Big news, West Valley

Never before has learning been so flexible
or filled with possibility.

Arizona State University has created
an innovative approach to teaching
STEM education.

Dreamscape Learn allows students

to step into cinematic virtual reality,
become scientists and apply skills-based
learning — analyzing evidence, solving
problems and exploring what was

once invisible.

Starting fall 2026, ASU’s West Valley
campus becomes home to a Dreamscape
Learn classroom—bringing immersive
learning and next-generation STEM
education closer to home. Experience
biology and chemistry through storytelling,
technology and hands-on discovery.

Be part of what’s next.
This is the future of learning.
Apply now asu.edu/west-valley

West Vall ((( m #1 inthe U.S. for
Campus DRE(@W!)!APE innc;:latiofn

Arizona State University LEARN" ASU ahead of MIT and Stanford

— U.S.News & World Report, 11 years, 2016-26
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COMMUNITY NEWS

West Valley food bank launches school supply drive

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Agua Fria Food & Clothing
Bank has opened registrations for its
annual Back to School Assistance Pro-
gram to support local families.

The program provides registered
preschool through eighth-grade stu-
dents with a backpack, school supplies,
a pair of shoes and two school uniforms
at no cost. Families residing in Avon-
dale, Buckeye, Cashion, Goodyear, Li-
tchfield Park and Tolleson are eligible
to apply.

The drive comes at a critical time for
the nonprofit, which has been stretched
thin by a nearly 15% increase in fami-
lies seeking emergency food assistance
over the past year.

“People are working and doing ev-
erything they can, and it’s still not
enough,” said Leanne Leonard, execu-

Agua Fria Food & Clothing Bank opens registration for student assistance programs amid a 15% spike
in community demand and staffing shortages. (Submitted photo/Metro Creative Connection)

tive director of the Agua Fria Food &
Clothing Bank. “We're seeing neigh-
bors who have never needed assistance
before walking through our doors.”
Last year, the program served a
record 868 students. With demand
climbing due to rising living costs, the
organization is seeking donations and

sponsorships to help meet this year’s
need.

The cost to provide supplies for a
single student is $50.

In addition to financial contribu-
tions, the food bank is facing a shortage
of personnel. Operating with just two
paid staff members, the nonprofit relies

almost entirely on volunteer labor to
sustain its daily operations.

Due to a lack of volunteers, the or-
ganization’s clothing bank front desk
and clothing warehouse are currently
forced to operate only on Mondays
and Thursdays.

Volunteers are needed 8 a.m.-noon
Monday through Friday for a variety
of roles, including front desk recep-
tion, food and clothing warehouse
sorting and delivery drivers.

Founded nearly 30 years ago, the
faith-based nonprofit serves about
50,000 people annually through emer-
gency food boxes, a baby care pro-
gram, mobile food pantries and a daily
lunch sack program for unsheltered
residents.

Those interested in registering, do-
nating or volunteering can find more
information at affcb.org.

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY! |

o %499

offers. Prices subject to change after 7/31/26.

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

Plus Tax &
Installation

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised

“$2,049

16 x 7 Garage Doors

Installed.
Plus tax.

Includes removing existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 7/31/26.

*75

Must present coupon. Can’t combine
with other advertised offers. Prices

subject to change after 7731/26. 1NClUdes 16 point safety inspection.

4TH OF JULY SERVICE SPECIAL

Garage Door Tune-Up

Tighten hinges, lube and/or adjust
door springs and opener.

* % Located In Sun City For Over 26 Years! *x x
Free Estimates! « www.MakeMyDoor.com

9008 N. 99th Ave. = Sun City = 623-915-7777

99th Avenue & Olive = Monday-Friday 8am-5pm « Saturday by appt only
=X /@2 Residential & Commercial = LIC # ROC 161375 « HOA = COA = PORA
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Liberty Elementary board calls November override election

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Seeking to avert alooming $3 million
budget deficit, the Liberty Elementary
School District governing board has
called a special election for Tuesday,
Nov. 3, asking voters to continue a 10%
maintenance and operations budget
override.

If approved, the override is estimated
to generate about $3.5 million in its first
year. District officials said the measure
is a continuation of an existing property
tax, meaning it will maintain the cur-
rent secondary tax rate of roughly 63
cents per $100 of net assessed property
valuation rather than introducing a new
tax.

In contrast, mail-in ballots during
off-year elections often attract lower
turnout dominated by older voters who
traditionally oppose school tax mea-

Board votes to put $3.5M budget continuation on the ballot despite fallout over recent superinten-
dent payouts. (James Goldmeer/Independent Newsmedia)

sures.

Board President Sarah Schmidt said
asking voters for money would be an
uphill battle given the district’s recent
financial controversies.

“There has been somuch turmoil that
our view from the public right now...
is not great,” Schmidt said during the
meeting. “Asking them to give us more

For Kids,

Teens,
& Adults!

Your Library’'s Free Summer Reading Program

money when they can turn around and
say, ‘Well, you spent $325,000 paying
out superintendents you decided to fire.
Why should we give you more money?’
And they’re not wrong, and that’s what
makes this really hard.”

Schmidt also warned that failing to
pass the override would directly harm
students. While core subjects like math

and science would remain, arts, music,
physical education, and teaching staff
would face immediate pressure under a
$1 million annual phased reduction.

“Those are the things that are going
to be first impacted,” Schmidt said.

Board member Bryan Cirrincione
was in the voting minority and said the
board should wait another year.

“With the way the economy is right
now, it hits everybody hard,” Cirrinci-
one said. “I also want to show that we’re
good stewards of money before we go
[asking for] extra.”

With the election officially called,
the political battleground now shifts
to voter outreach. Maricopa County
School Superintendent’s office will
compile an informational pamphlet to
be mailed to local households.

Visit liberty25.org for more informa-
tion.

June1-July 20, 2026

Read, attend events, find secret codes, and conquer
challenges to earn Summer Reading prizes! Sign up
at your library or at MaricopaCountyReads.org.

MaricopaCountyReads.org

Secret Code for Bonus Points:
Mammal
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Litchfield Park cafe
launches homeschool
meet ups

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Local education organizers have
initiated a seasonal series of infor-
mal meet-and-greets aimed at con-
necting homeschooling families
and assisting parents considering
alternative education models in the
West Valley.

The recurring two-hour events
are organized by Sara Shields and
the Homeschool Collective.

The gatherings begin at 10 a.m.
at Milk & Honey Coffee, located at
107 W. Honeysuckle St., for cof-
fee and group introductions. At 11
a.m., the meetings transition to out-
door recreation or group learning.

Organizers said that the series
is designed as a low-pressure envi-
ronment to exchange regional edu-

Biweekly morning gatherings offer peer support
for parents and activities for all age groups. (Sub-
mitted photo/ Metro Creative Connection)

cational resources, ask curriculum
questions, and build localized peer
communities.

Visit  homeschoolcollective.co
for more information.

Litchfield Elementary district

announces new leadership
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Litchfield Elementary School
District Governing Board has named
a new Deputy Superintendent ahead
of the 2026-2027 school year.

Dr. Jennifer Benjamin has been
appointed as the Deputy Superinten-
dent of Academic Success. A veteran
member of the LESD79 leadership
team, Benjamin previously served
as the Assistant Superintendent of

Govern-

ing Board
approves
Deputy Super-
intendent for
2026-2027
school year.
(Submitted
photo/Yardley
Zamorano)

Programs and Instruction and as the
Principal of Palm Valley Elementary
School.

“These leaders bring a strong
combination of experience, dedica-
tion, and commitment to our Litch-
field Learners, staff, and communi-
ty,” said Superintendent Dr. Carter
Davidson. “We are proud of our in-
ternal candidates while also welcom-
ing new and top talent as we continue
preparing our students for success.”

More information can be found at
www.lesd79.org.
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FAITH

Goodyear church reflects on tech
and progress on 70th anniversary

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

As St. John Vianney Catholic
Church prepares for its 70th anniver-
sary, the parish is turning its attention
toward a modern challenge: the rise of
artificial intelligence.

The congregation, located at 539 E.
La Pasada Blvd., is integrating teach-
ings from Magnifica Humanitas, the
newly released first encyclical by Pope
Leo XIV. The papal letter addresses
safeguarding human identity and con-
science in an era of rapid technological
advancement.

In a message to the community,
the Rev. David Halm, C.S.C., pastor
of St. John Vianney, emphasized that
the church does not automatically re-
ject progress, but must guard against
using technology to replace genuine
human connection. Halm highlighted
papal warnings regarding the rise of
Al “chatbots” used to simulate friend-
ships amid growing trends of isolation.

“No computational system, how-
ever sophisticated, can create a heart
that gives itself,” Halm said, quoting
the encyclical. “Machines and tech-
nology cannot love, even if they are
able to mimic aspects of human rela-
tionship.”

The parish has witnessed the rap-
id growth firsthand, expanding from

Pastor urges congregation to study Vatican guid-
ance on preserving human connection in the age
of Al. (Submitted photo/Metro Creative Connec-
tion)

6,500 members at its foundation in
1956 to an estimated 225,000 resi-
dents in the Goodyear-Avondale area
today. With that experience, Halm
stated that Al was something that he
and the community had encountered
and would likely continue to see.

Halm asked the community to con-
sider how to use Al well, and if the
community were to use it, he encour-
aged use for advancements in science
and medicine and to push for address-
ing poverty and unequal access to re-
sources.

Parish leadership noted that navi-
gating the ethical boundaries of mod-
ern technology remains vital to their
contemporary mission of human ser-
vice.

Benefits provided by the COREPRO Water Treatment System:
- Removal of chlorine for healthier & better tasting water
- Removal of sediment, heavy metals & organics for better smelling & tasting water
- No salt/chemicals / Environmentally healthy

Corepro Whole House Conditioning &
Filtration is built with some of the highest
quality media in the industry. The six lay-

ers of filtration will provide high quality
drinking water for years to come.

Call AI’'s Plumbing for any other plumbing needs!

Call today for High Quality Water

623-329-5170 - AlsPlumbingLLC.com

ROC#246437 - Valleywide Service « Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Support Fiscal
Vv~ Responsibility & Keep
Taxes Low

Improve Recreational
Services & Events

v Improve Utilization of

V4 Finish Litchfield Square Municipal Buildings

Transformation

. Support our Local
o Coirplellalein Blgy o Businesses & Economic

Development

v Improve Camelback Road

Paid for by Committee to Elect Tom Schoaf Mayor.
Authorized by Thomas L. Schoaf.

20% on WINDOWS
OFF AND DOORS

15460 N. 99th Ave, Sun City We off
www.SouthWestDoorAndSashinc.com  financing
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AMERICA@Z50

The West Valley celebrates ‘America 250’
with a developing arts event and gala

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The West Valley Arts Council
and the P.W. Litchfield Heritage
Center have partnered to host “A
Night to Remember” on Nov. 14.
The immersive, 1940s-style gala is
officially recognized as an America
250 event, celebrating the anniver-
sary of the United States by spot-
lighting the West Valley’s critical
contributions to the nation’s war-
time “arsenal of democracy.”

The venue for the event, now an
adaptive-reuse business hub known
as Flite Goodyear, holds a lineage in
American industrial history. Built
shortly after the attack on Pearl
Harbor, the desert hangar was op-
erated by the Goodyear Aircraft
Company. There, workers executed
massive structural overhauls on Lib-
erator bombers, transforming them
into Privateer patrol planes destined
for reconnaissance missions in the
Pacific.

Organizers are designing the eve-
ning as a cocktail-style immersive
experience, blending regional his-
tory with a glamorous 1940s night
club and USO-era swing hall atmo-
sphere.

The hangar will feature 1940s
classic and military vehicles, live art
creation by local artists and histori-
cal displays. Food stations will serve
thematic cuisines from Allied na-
tions, including American, British,
French and Polynesian dishes.

Beyond celebrating national and
local history, the event serves as a
joint fundraiser to boost the cultural
infrastructure of the rapidly growing
West Valley. Proceeds will be split

West Valley Arts Council and P.W. Litchfield Heritage Center partner for “A Night to Remember” fund-
raiser at former Goodyear Aircraft factory. (Submitted photo/PW Litchfield Heritage Center)

Flite Goodyear hosts “A Night to Remember.” (James Goldmeer/Independent Newsmedia)

equally between the two organizing
non-profits. For the P.W. Litchfield
Heritage Center, the funds will sup-
port operations, oral history collec-
tions, and family programming as
the museum prepares to relocate to
a larger facility.

The West Valley Arts Council,
which was originally founded in
1969 in Litchfield Park, views the
high-profile collaboration as a way
to redefine the region’s cultural
footprint.

“We want to make the West Val-
ley a place where people think of

art and culture, and not automati-
cally assume that you have to drive
east to get high-quality entertain-
ment and experiences,” said Kathy
Knecht, executive director of the
West Valley Arts Council. “Arts
and culture bring people together,
attract a workforce, and create an
economic vibe that people want to
be in.”

Organizers are seeking sponsor-
ships and volunteers in the months
leading up to the event.

Visit nighttoremember.org for
more information.

Maricopa County Library’s

Summer Reading Program

Ongoing through Monday, July 20
Online and In-person

This annual reading incentive program is open to chil-
dren, teens, and adults. Participants track their reading
habits, attend library events, and complete challenges to
reach a 1,000-point goal. Prizes are distributed at partici-
pating libraries while supplies last.

Litchfield Park: Spread Joy

6-7:30 p.m. on Monday, June 22
Thomas Road & Dysart Road, Avondale

Organized by the LGBTQ+ youth non-prof-
itone ¢ n e ten, this Pride Month service activity focus-
es on crafting motivational gifts and messages for local
youth. The event is open to individuals aged 11 to 24.
Participants can text @ ponenten to 81010 for the exact
location details.

Free West Valley Community
Essentials Day

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 27
13210 W Van Buren St. Ste. 112, Goodyear

Hosted by Gervonni Cares, Inc., this community out-
reach event provides household items to residents of
Goodyear, Tolleson, Avondale, and Litchfield. Available
resources include clothing, hygiene products, baby sup-
plies, and mattresses. Assistance is distributed on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Red, White & Boom!

5:30-9 p.m. on Saturday, June 27
Estrella Lakeside Amphitheater, 10300 S. Estrella
Parkway, Goodyear

The City of Goodyear’s early Independence Day and
America’s 250th birthday celebration includes lawn
games, crafts, balloon twisting, and a live DJ. The event
concludes with an evening fireworks display. Admission is
free, and attendees may bring their own food and seating;
however, pets are prohibited.

4th of July Splash Bash

10 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Saturday, July 4
Litchfield Park Recreation Center, 100 S. Old Litchfield
Road, Litchfield Park

Litchfield Park’s annual Independence Day pool event
features swimming, music, and poolside games, along-
side appearances by costumed historical figures. Food
and beverages will be available for purchase. Entry is $6
for standard admission, $2 for children under three, and
free for pool pass holders.
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West Valley communities prepare for historic 4th of July celebrations

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

West Valley communities are gear-
ing up for a historic Independence
Day weekend, pulling out all the
stops with pool parties, drone dis-
plays, and massive fireworks shows
that pull double duty to honor Amer-
ica’s 250th anniversary.

For those looking to map out their
holiday plans, here is a roundup of
how the West Valley is celebrating:

Early Celebrations at Estrella

The festivities kick off a week early
in the master-planned community of
Estrella with its “Red, White & Boom!”
celebration on Saturday, June 27. From
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the public can tour
four newly unveiled model home neigh-
borhoods near the Presidio Residents’
Club. The community day doubles as
a neighborhood showcase and an early
patriotic celebration complete with a
fireworks display.

Daytime Water Fun in Litchfield
Park

On the Fourth of July, residents
can beat the desert heat at Litchfield
Park’s annual “4th of July Splash
Bash.” Held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
the Litchfield Park Recreation Cen-
ter, 100 S. Old Litchfield Rd., the
family-friendly event features a pool

From high-tech drone shows to high-speed raceway fireworks, West Valley cities plan a packed week-
end of events honoring the nation’s semiquincentennial. (Submitted photo/Peter Madrid)

deck lineup of patriotic games, food
trucks, and music.
Organizers say special appearanc-

Lady Liberty.
Entry is $6 per person, $2 for chil-
dren under 3, and free for valid pool

es are expected from Uncle Sam and  pass holders.

Bty 260
AMERICANS!

Nighttime Spectacles: Fireworks
and Drones

As the sun goes down on Satur-
day, July 4, three major night events
will light up the West Valley skies si-
multaneously starting at 6 p.m.:

+ Buckeye: The Buckeye Munici-
pal Airport will host a relaxed com-
munity evening from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
to honor the nation’s 250th birthday.
The event features live entertain-
ment, family activities, food trucks,
and a traditional fireworks finale set
to launch at approximately 8:30 p.m.

+ Avondale: Billed as the West
Valley’s largest spectacular fireworks
display, the free “Light Up the Sky
Celebration” will take over the Phoe-
nix Raceway, 7602 Jimmie Johnson
Dr. Gates open at 6 p.m., featuring
live music, food trucks, and a Kid
Zone, before the fireworks show be-
gins at 8:25 p.m.

+ Goodyear: For those looking for
a modern twist on the holiday, Good-
year Ballpark is skipping traditional
pyrotechnics for a massive patriotic
drone show. Running from 6 p.m. to
9 p.m., the event offers free admis-
sion, free activities, and free parking
alongside a lineup of live music and
food trucks.

Visit city sites for more informa-
tion.

0 7> K005 750 ezertars

o
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SPORTS

Arizona Track and Field: Jaguar girls 2nd at state

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

MESA — While the Canyon View
girls track and field team didn’t have
a large representation at the Arizona
Open Track and Field Champion-
ships on May 15 and 16, the Jaguars
still made their presence felt.

In fact, the Jags were one of the
more impressive non-Division [ teams
on the Mesa Community College
track.

Led by middle-distance runners
and a few field-event invitees, the Jag-
uars placed second among 53 scoring
teams with 52 points. North Can-
yon’s 56 points was tops, while Queen
Creek was third at 46.

The quartet of Taelyn Janssen,
Peyton-Rae Isaac, Ramos and Ryane
Ast logged a strong performance in
perhaps the team’s strongest relay this

YOUR
HOME

year, the 4-by-800 meters.

That Jaguar relay placed second
with a time of 9 minutes, 14.64 sec-
onds. That was about seven seconds
behind race winner Highland and
more than 11 seconds ahead of third-
place ALA-Queen Creek.

Canyon View’s 4-by-400 relay
team of Ramos, Aaliyah Rogers, Isaac
and Aubrey Baker was fourth in pre-
lims to make the finals. The team then
won the finals, running seven seconds
faster the second day to outpace North
Canyon by about 2 seconds.

Ast, a senior, placed third in the 400
meters, with a time of 54.67 seconds
that was a little more than one second
behind the winner and runner-up.

Isaac, a sophomore, also ran in the
400, placing sixth at 55.29. Both Ast’s
and Isaac’s times were personal bests.

® See Jaguars on page 17

NEEDS AN UPGRADE

We're here for you.

SHOWERS

e FLOORS

Canyon View senior Rylee Fields competes May 16 in the discus during the Open Arizona Track and
Field Championships at Mesa Community College. Fields’ third-place effort in the discus and fifth-
place best throw in the shotput helped the Jaguar girls place second as a team at the invitational meet.
(Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

e CABINETS e BACKSPLASH

® (623) 214-3599 TINTASGRANITE.COM
® 13410 W FrFIRE PR [| SURPRISE, AZ 88878
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Senior Ryane Ast, foreground, and sophomore Peyton-Rae Isaac finish the 400 meters during the Open
Arizona Track and Field Championships at Mesa Community College. Ast’s third-place finish here,
along with Isaac’s sixth-place effort, along with strong relay running, helped the Canyon View girls
place second as a team at the invitational meet. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

Jaguars
® Lrom page 16

The 4-by-100 relay team of
Isaac, Rogers, Ashanti Slocum and
Ast made the finals, where the Jags
placed fifth, being barely beaten by
fourth-place Hamilton by less than
.01 seconds.

In the 800 meters, Canyon View
freshman Camila Ramos placed ninth
with a time of 2 minutes, 17.15 sec-
onds, just ahead of the next two fin-
ishers.

In the throwing events, senior

The Premjer Handy™

Rylee Fields placed third in the discus
and was fifth in the shotput. Sopho-
more Allison Whipple competed in
the javelin.

Senior Harmony Stewart finished
her career strong with a third-place
best mark of 37 feet, 7.75 inches in
the triple jump.

Another CVHS senior, Syah Cuff,
was sixth in the long jump.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Croility
Guidelines. Jason W. Brooks can be reached at
Jbrooks@iniusa.org.

o« WE OFFER)

4804422543

Contact@AZHomeRepairSpecialists.com

17

PRESENTS

JUNE 12 - 28, 2026

HERBERGER THEATER CENTER

SPONSORED BY

(\'Z) VALLEY TOYOTA DEALERS

vyt.com/tickets or contact HTC's Box Office at (602)252-8497

FINAL SPRING CLEARANCE

UP TO $3250 OFF
NEW 2026 ONWARDS

CERTAIN MODELS APPLY

2027 MODELS MODELS HAVE ARRIVED!

Promo good thru 6/30/26 - while supplies last

SCOTTS DALE'S Authorll;zeegl e(,"lub Car
AUTHORIZED CLUB CAR DEALER New - Used - Rebuilt
AMERICAN MADE Gas & Electric Cars

80% American Parts - 100% American Labor

1975-2026 ... SERVING THE VALLEY OVER
50 YEARS!

SOUTRWIEST
GOILP GARS

1975-2026 ... SERVING THE VALLEY OVER 50 YEARS

Sales - Repair - Service - Parts - Accessories
Factory Trained Technicians - Batteries - Pick Up & Delivery

FINANCING AVAILABLE

AS LOW AS 0%
OAC THRU SHEFFIELD FINANCIAL

Sun City West - 623-584-0591
Sun City/Youngtown - 623-977-3100
Goodyear 623-536-5625
Scottsdale 480-6590-1427
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Track and field: Sophomore’s title highlights state performances

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

MESA — When Ava Davis turns
gets to the last one-fourth of her
sprints, she seems to find another
gear.

That’s how the Millennium soph-
omore managed to beat more expe-
rienced sprinters May 15 and 16 at
the Open Arizona Track and Field
Championships at Mesa Communi-
ty College.

Davis won the 200-meter final
May 16, beating Aulani Gleason of
Mesquite by only 0.01 seconds. She
also placed second in the 100-meter
final at the invitational all-classes
meet, with her time of 11.90 only
0.07 behind champion and senior
Addysan Prassas of North Canyon.

“I felt better in my finals today
than yesterday (in the prelims),”

Davis said May 16 aftEfr Cllmbmg Ava Davis competes in the Open Arizona Track and Field Championships on May 16 at Mesa Community College. The Millennium sophomore won the 200
® Sece Davis on page 19  meters state title and was a close runner-up in the 100 meters. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)
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Davis
® From page 18

down from the awards podium. “I
think I definitely had been fighting
myself a lot.”

Davis said getting past self-
doubt is big part of her sprinting
success.

“I was less sure of what I can
do,” Davis said of the prelims. “But
I was able to run more relaxed to-
day and could trust my training.”

Davis said she’s learned to not
panic whenever she doesn’t get out
of the blocks perfectly or otherwise
doesn’t have a great start to a race.

“I feel like my turnover speed
definitely helps carry me,” Davis
said. “If I did have some fault early
on, I try to make it up in my turn-
over.”

She helped Millennium tie for
10th place among the 53 schools
with at least one girls athlete at the

YourValley.net | Litchfield Park/Goodyear Independent | June 2026 19

event, with 18 points.

Davis said she’ll probably do
some type of training related to
sprints this summer, but isn’t sure
yet what that will look like.

Unlike some other recent sea-
sons, Millennium and Desert Edge
didn’t have quite as many athletes
invited this year to the Open meet.
Millennium sophomore Rowland
Greer made the finals of the boys
100 meters.

The Tiger boys’ 4-by-400 meter
relay team of Josiah Davis, Jonas
Diedrich, Endy Dixon and Alijah
Whiten placed 12th.

Desert Edge senior Asad Ali
placed third in the 110 hurdles
and was sixth in the 300 hurdles at
the meet. He was getting medical
treatment for an apparent quad in-
jury after the 300 hurdles final, run
later in the evening.

The Scorpions had nine boys
team points.

Desert Edge’s Dayvon Standard

Asad Ali competes in a hurdles final during the Open Arizona Track and Field Championships on May
16 at Mesa Community College. The Desert Edge senior placed third in the 110 hurdles and was sixth
in the 300 hurdles at the invitational meet. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

intusa.org. We are committed to publishing a
wide variety of reader opinions, as long as they
meet our Civility Guidelines. Jason W. Brooks
can be reached at jbrooks@iniusa.org.

was invited to the meet in the long
jump, but didn’t compete.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@

OPTOMETRISTS:
Brent Wilson, OD, ¢ Brayden Lundquist, OD, FAAO, FSLS ¢ Tyler Mullen, OD

Michael Furey, OD ¢ Dean Mallory, OD ¢ Catherine Furey, OD

Did You Know?

1in 4 children struggle with reading and learning
because of undiagnosed vision problems.

The summer is a great time to visit your Optometrist.

WEST VALLEY VISION CENTER

Local Family Owned Since 1962
Call or Text: (623) 932-2020

www.westvalleyvision.com

2580 N. Litchfield Road, Goodyear

(One block south of Thomas Road)
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Goodyear population and resident satisfaction climb

By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Rapid population growth in
Goodyear has been accompanied by
high levels of resident satisfaction,
even as newly released data high-
lights emerging strains on local infra-
structure, housing, and education.

According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, Goodyear’s population
reached 125,359 in 2025, a 6.5 per-
cent annual increase and a 30.4 per-
cent spike since the 2020 census.

“Goodyear’s rapid growth is
driven by excellent neighborhoods,
top-rated school districts, strong
economic growth, and an overall
great quality of life,” Mayor Joe Piz-
zillo said. “We continue to invest in
public safety, water infrastructure,
and transportation to ensure our city
remains safe, strong, and ready for
the future.”

Public sentiment data backs up

Census numbers show rapid Goodyear growth as local satisfaction faces infrastructure pressures.

(James Goldmeer/Independent Newsmedia)

the growth trends. The 2025 Na-
tional Community Survey, which
measures  municipal livability,
showed that 9 out of 10 respondents
rated the overall quality of life in
Goodyear as excellent or good.

The survey also registered an in-
crease in local government approval.
Confidence in city governance rose
to 70 percent, up from 60 percent

in 2023. Additionally, 71 percent of
surveyed residents said the city acts
in the community’s best interest,
both outperforming national averag-
es.

Economic indicators show a me-
dian household income of $103,319
and a poverty rate of 5.2 percent.
Separate figures from the 2022 eco-
nomic census show local retail sales

totaled $4.14 billion, while health-
care and social assistance revenue
brought in $801 million.

That economic activity is re-
flected in public perception, with
favorable ratings for the vibrancy
of downtown and commercial areas
rising from 40 percent in 2023 to 58
percent in 2025.

However, the pace of growth co-
incides with a decline in resident
satisfaction regarding city planning
and housing diversity.

Favorable ratings for “well-
planned residential growth” dropped
to 48 percent, down from 56 per-
cent. Satisfaction with the variety of
housing options also decreased by 10
percentage points.

Federal data places the median
value of an owner-occupied hous-
ing unit in Goodyear at $471,300,
with a median gross monthly rent of
$1,956.
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Dylan

® krom page 1

killed on April 26, 2022, by a hit-
and-run driver while riding his bi-
cycle home from school near 182nd
and San Gabriel drives in Estrella
Mountain Ranch.

To ensure his presence was felt,
school administration honored
Buensuceso with a posthumous,
honorary diploma.

“High school graduation is a
milestone celebrating a class’s jour-
ney into adulthood, and Dylan re-
mains a cherished part of the EFHS
Class of 2026,” Principal Kimberly
Heinz said. “Honoring him ensures
his presence, memory, and impact
on the community are never forgot-
ten.”

Buensuceso’s mother, Mary

® Sce Graduation on page 22

As the Estrella Foothills Class of 2026 graduates, Sumi Mathews keeps her late son’s memory alive. (Submitted photo/Sumi Mathews)
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Graduation
® krom page 21

“Sumi” Mathews said the gesture provided a bit-
tersweet comfort that contrasted with the man who
killed her son, Richard Carlos Romo ]r.

Romo is currently incarcerated but actively earn-
ing professional credentials including completing a
basic automotive technician program and working in
the federal Bureau of Land Management Wild Horse
program.

“My son was robbed of getting a high school diplo-
ma,” Mathews said. “Mr. Romo is earning a diploma
on the taxpayer’s dime. It still hurts to see all his peers
graduating while he was robbed of all of that. When
Dylan left us, the color drained from our lives.”

Mathews, a licensed social worker with extensive
professional experience in crisis management and the
correctional system, argues that Arizona’s legal frame-
work inadvertently creates an incentive for impaired
drivers to flee the scene of fatal collisions.

Public records state that Romo had a history of
driving under the influence of methamphetamine, a
probation violation, and six prior arrests.

® Sece Remembering on page 23  Sumi Mathews pushes to honor her son Dylan Buensuceso through legislative advocacy. (Submitted photo/Sumi Mathews)
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Less than two years before kill-
ing Dylan, Romo was arrested by
Tucson Police for fleeing the scene
of a September 2020 crash involv-
ing the exact same make and mod-
el white Ford pickup truck. In that
case, charges were dismissed except
for reckless driving, which resulted
in 12 months of unsupervised pro-
bation.

Mathews said that by exploiting
this familiar pattern and fleeing into
the neighborhood after striking her
son, Romo successfully evaded im-
mediate toxicology testing, shield-
ing himself from much harsher
charges like vehicular homicide or
manslaughter.

It took Goodyear Police two days
to track down and arrest Romo at
his local home.

Instead of homicide charges,
Romo pled to leaving the scene of a
fatal accident. Court records show
he was sentenced on May 15, 2023,
to the maximum statutory punish-
ment of 8.75 years.

However, with time-served
credits and automated institutional
systems for good behavior in over-
crowded facilities, his projected
prison release date is August 13,
2029, meaning he will serve rough-
ly six years for the death of Buen-
suceso.

“If you leave the scene, after 24
hours you can’t prove that person
was high,” Mathews said. “If he
had stayed, because my son’s heart
stopped, even basic chest compres-
sions might have kept him alive.
But he chose himself. Witnesses
saw him look at my son bleeding
out, say a curse word, and drive
away. The law incentivized him to
leave.”

Now, Mathews is seeking to
channel her grief into legislative
advocacy, aiming to reform hit-
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and-run policies so that fleeing a
fatal scene removes any perceived
legal advantage to running away.

The loss of Buensuceso was the
second catastrophic blow to hit
Mathews’ family in less than a year.
Just eight months prior, during the
height of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Mathews lost her oldest son to
fentanyl poisoning. No criminal
charges were ever filed in that case.

“I (nearly) lost my identity as a
mom,” Mathews said. “I literally
felt like I was somewhere between
the living and the dead. But I had
one child left, and she was looking
to me to see if we lay down and die,
or if we keep going.”

Mathews said she chose to live,
using her professional training to
separate her personal trauma from
her daily work as a therapist at a
crisis stabilization center. To es-
cape the constant physical remind-
ers of the tragedy, she and her
daughter relocated to Colorado to
immerse themselves in nature and
hiking as a form of meditation and
healing.

Her surviving daughter, now 20,
completed high school at Estrella
Foothills despite the overwhelm-
ing grief and is currently studying
to become a CPA, with long-term
plans to attend law school.

“She wants to fight for justice,”
Mathews said. “She wants to be an
attorney to help families who end
up in our situation.”

Though the pain of what should
have been remains, Mathews said
she hopes sharing Buensuceso’s
story will inspire real legal change
and offer hope to other grieving
parents.

“Life might not look the way you
ever imagined, but you can still cre-
ate a life after tragedy,” Mathews
said. “We work each day to re-
member him and live our lives in a
way that would make him proud.
You just have to find meaning in it
again.”
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® From page 1

Originally founded in 2015 as a
safety net against potential corporate
relocation, the tea house evolved from
a part-time venture into a full-time fam-
ily passion. Joel Mounce maintained
his position in the automotive industry
while his wife, Arlene Mounce, baked
the shop’s signature pastries.

In recent years, operational leader-
ship shifted to the couple’s daughters:
Sereena Mounce, who manages busi-
ness operations, and Sabrina Mounce,
who acts as the primary barista and
recipe developer. Together the team re-
jected pre-made powder mixes in favor
of authentic, whole-leaf brewing and
house-made ingredients.

Sabrina Mounce has dedicated her
role to elevating the shop’s beverage
program through natural, small-batch
components, such as scratch-made va-

Ribbons closes its’ brick-and-mortar, pivoting to a mobile future run by the founders’ daughters.

(James Goldmeer/Independent Newsmedia)

nilla and blueberry syrups.

“I want to explore different flavors,
and I love what I do,” Sabrina Mounce
said. “A lot of people tell me that they
can feel the love that we put into our
drinks and the recipes that we make.

That makes me really happy.”

When Ribbons Tea House first
opened its doors, a Filipino-owned
business centering on authentic tea cul-
ture was an anomaly in the Litchfield
Park commercial landscape. For Sere-

ena Mounce, establishing the storefront
was a formative exercise in cultural rep-
resentation.

“Talking to people in the area, and
other Asians, they were so confused,”
Sereena Mounce recalled. “An Asian-
owned business opening up in Litch-
field Park selling boba was initially such
a shock for a lot of people. Seeing our
representation and putting ourselves out
there was sort of a jump when it comes
to trying to reach people with products
they had never really seen before.”

Over the decade, the family used
their Asian American background to
shape the local community’s palate,
bridging the gap with high-quality
loose-leaf teas. The menu also expand-
ed into a broader celebration of mul-
ticultural heritage, shaping the menu
around their regulars and the commu-
nity.

As the West Valley has grown, Ser-

® See Tea on page 25

v

Sun Health

LIVE LIFE IN
Motion

Why wait to enjoy the best days of your life?

At a Sun Health community, every step
leads to new experiences—whether it’s a
peaceful morning stroll, an energizing
fitness class, or a fun social gathering.
Your journey to wellness, connection,

and adventure starts today.

G (623) 462-24M

® SunHealthCommunities.org

Freedom Plaza | Peoria

Grandview Terrace | Sun City West

La Loma Village | Litchfield Park

The Colonnade | Surprise

Sun Health At Home | Your Home




Tea
® From page 24

eena Mounce said, customers have be-
come increasingly receptive to diverse,
traditional profiles, which will dictate
the flavor directory of their upcoming
mobile ventures.

“In the future, we do want to explore
more specialty drinks when it comes
to Filipino flavors, which have recent-
ly been on the rise,” Sereena Mounce
said.

Situated within walking distance of
Litchfield Elementary School, West-
ern Sky Middle School and Millenni-
um High School, Ribbons Tea House
deliberately cultivated an environment
prioritizing student safety and welcom-
ing kids who needed a place to stay until
parents returned from work.

The emotional weight of the clo-
sure is felt deeply by the owners, par-
ticularly Sabrina Mounce, who literal-
ly grew up within the walls of the shop
since its opening when she was nine
years old.

“I would walk here after elementary
school and then after middle school,”
Sabrina Mounce said. “I have spent
over half of my life here, maybe more
hours than I have spent at home. I put
the stickers up in the bathroom. I paint-
ed these walls. I did so much here.”

That sentiment is mirrored by gener-
ations of locals who have frequented the
shop. Sereena Mounce said some regu-
lars have grown into adults, started fam-
ilies of their own and have brought their
own kids back to Ribbons. She said that
their community is sad to see them go.

“I haven’t really seen grief like that,”
she said. “Seeing them process it has
been strange. [ want to reassure them by
saying this is just a business, but at the
same time it’s not.”

The road to closure was accelerated
by a protracted, costly dispute with the
firm that owns the commercial block.
Despite a robust customer base and a
clear lease agreement and offers to buy
the property, the family said they faced
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relentless pressure.

“Each time they’ve sent us a no-
tice, say to evict us or raise the rent, we
just give them a copy of the lease and
they turn around and they can’t,” Joel
Mounce said.

Though confident they could legally
sustain a fight to remain for another five
years, Joel Mounce said he chose to pri-
oritize his family’s peace of mind over
an expensive legal battle.

“We were the little guys, and I didn’t
want to put (my wife) through this for
another five years,” he said. “That’s
why we didn’t decide to keep fighting,
‘We bowed out gracefully.”

‘While the physical building, which
opened on the day of the Litchfield Park
‘Winter Festival in December 2015, will
be vacated, the Mounce family em-
phasizes that the brand is transitioning
rather than ending. As Joel and Arlene
Mounce prepare to transition into re-
tirement, Sereena and Sabrina Mounce
are pivoting the business into a mobile
food truck and catering model.

“I'm definitely proud of my daugh-
ters. The people that have come,ev-
erything on the menu, it’s because of
them,” Joel Mounce said. “We wouldn’t
be where we’re at right now without
them.”

A primary goal for the sisters is keep-
ing the mobile operation localized with-
in Litchfield Park so they do not lose
touch with the neighborhood youth
who depend on them.

“I know the community will always
be with us,” Sabrina Mounce said.
“And I know we’re going to evolve and
have a better building, have a better
menu, where we will develop more. But
I am going to miss this building that I
grew up in.”

Long-term, the sisters intend to re-
turn to a brick-and-mortar format, ide-
ally in Litchfield Square Park, envision-
ing a full-service outdoor cafe concept
that expands on the scratch-made syr-
ups and Asian-inspired flavor profiles
they honed on the patio.

Visit ribbonsteahouse.com for more
information.

x StepUpStopCancer.org
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm | OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
azads@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES Starting at $ 4 5
legals@iniusa.org arting a

azebits@iniusa.org szvgr ?ﬁ' market - 30 words | .\ 00 olump by three-inch advertisement
ppears in the newspaper

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

INDEPENDENT

NEWSMETHD

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communlmes

AC/Heating Electrical Plumbing

NOTIGE
Independent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is

illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of

guaranteed income from

work-at-home programs -

if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
thatitis.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-291-6222
for previous complaints.

of choice plus online

$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

560 four markets - 30 words

Your ad appears in four newspapers
of choice plus online
$8% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

WARMITEMESIARE{HERE!
mmmmmpm

$8500 Installation Special

Need a New System?
Mention this ad for a

| 5% DISCOUNT
ON NEW INSTALLATION
AND FOR ALL VETS

623-999-8226
LevelUpHVAC.com

i Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC#328964

Heating & Cooling

Residential & Commercial

Keepmg your lights on
since 1998

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL
Our electricians are highly trained and ready
for any emergency electrical situation.

MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE HOME

ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTION
Senior and veteran’s discounts

623-810-9788 - LakeElectricAZ.com
lakeelectrician@gmail.com ﬁ: LakeElectricAZ

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

*15% per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

$45°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

Replacement of

* Sewers * Toilets * Faucets

* Water Heaters
* Garbage Disposals

623-670-8060

on Jones I
: !
HGION ~ REPAIR SHOP WITH
CONFIDENCE

Search our classifieds for all your
business & professional service
needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

INDEPENDENT!
iniusa.org/classifieds

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Quality Products & Service

= Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Excellent
Window
Cleaning
S S((:gc S
) UNSCREEN
AN NA S Free Estimates
HOUSEKEERINGE Interior/Exterior
HOUSES + OFFICES = APARTMENTS Local/Reliable
Monthly * Bi-Weekly « One Time
References Available _é% 0
FREE ESTIMATES 623 722

62:3:26136360)

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

[EREE}
ESTIINTESE
www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472

LICENSED
BONDED - INSURED

ROC#347844

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

Christopher Dobash
Owner

Quality Plumbing with Quality Sewice
WATER, SEWER, GAS

Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction
(623) 878-1102 * dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Licensed * Bonded © Insured © Lic# (37R122566 137 * 122567

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS

- Residential-Commercial
* Roof Replacement & Repair

MONSOON
« Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, SPECIAL
Flat & TPO Roofing

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591

Roc #324307
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Remodeling Remodeling

Want a
New

Job?

Just take a
look in our
classifieds.

SELLITNOW

Toplace your ad call )
Dany
INDEPENDENT
at YourValleynet

623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

inDEPENDENT NEwsmepia HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

Fountain Hills - July 7, 2026 - Fountain Hills Community Center
Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade
Sun City - September 23, 2026 - Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center
Mesa - November 13, 2026 - Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?

EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

Be a Civility Advocate!
Civility Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues

O Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

O Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling,
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions.
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

O Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty.
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of
information that others may question.

O Don't misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words
of others, identify and credit the source.

O Listen & learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen to those we
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully
seeking out views that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working
together for the greater good.

O Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

O Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these

civil behaviors. And it's OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you've read the checklist, take
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.
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Getting to Retirement Isn’t
the Hard Part... Making it Last Is.

LET ME ASK YOU SOMETHING... THE 3 KEYS TO A SAFER RETIREMENT

If you were climbing Mount Everest... 0 Protect What You've Built
Would you bq more concerned ahout getting to the A portion of your savings can be structured to never lose value due to
top... or makmg it back down safely‘.' market declines while still participating in market upside potential.
9 ($]

Because here’s what most people don't realize...

) _ Create a Personal Pension
Most climbers don’t fail on the way up. C‘L Generate income you cannot outlive.
It happens on the way down.
Prepare for Life’s “What Ifs”
THE DANGERS ON THE WAY DOWN 9 Options for healthcare and legacy protection.

@ Market downturns early in retirement
_ , COMPLIMENTARY “DESCENT PLAN” REVIEW
@ Running out of income We'll help you answer:

@I fati d rising health ¢ v~ Will your money last?
nflation and rising healthcare costs T T ——

This is where most plans break. v* Can you safely spend more?

1 live and work right here in the West Valley, helping families like yours Avondale | Goodyear | Litchfield Park | Verrado | Buckeye
protect and enjoy their retirement. My office is on the West Side of Phoenix - LOCAL to you.

@ LOCAL. TRUSTED. RIGHT HERE FOR YOU. PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF:

LIMITED AVAILABILITY! CALL TODAY TO MEET WITH YOUR

E ONLY 15 APPOINTMENTS LOCAL RETIREMENT SPECIALIST! Schedule Online

e
AVAILABLE THIS MONTH. (480) 822-7500 :‘i § in Seconds!

CALL TODAY! or visit: www.GrowProtected.com

Mitchell G. Balasu, MBA, MS Clients who complete our plan
receive their “License to Spend” -

Your Local Retirement Income Specialist
Your plan. Your freedom.

Former Aerospace Engineer

Specializing in Safe Money & Retirement Income Strategies Your future.

40+ Years in System Safety and Reliability

Insurance Licensed This material is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal or tax advice. Guarantees are based on the claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company.
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